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NOTES  TO  THE   READER. 

L  To  iteooniit  foar  tbeabBcnoe  of  any  Report  of  Jkbatea  in  the  Senate  in  the  Second  Congress,  it  is  proper 
9  iojrepeat  that  the  Senate  sat  with  closed  doors  during  its  Legislative  as  well  as  its  Executive  sittings,  fiK>m 
the  beginning  of  the  First  Coq^om  up  to  the  20th  day  of  February,  1794,  in  the  first  session  of  the  Third  Con- 
gvese^  axcept  in  the  case  of  Mr.  GaIiI^atiit's  e^itested  election,  when  a  proposition  succeeded,  which  had  fire- 
qnently  before  fidled,  in  that  body,  that  tiie  Legislative  sittings  of  the  Senate  should  thenceforth,  after  the  end  of 
that  aesnon  of  Congiess,  be  condseted  with  open  doors  and  galleries. 

n.  In  the  History  of  the  First  Congress,  the  Proceedings  of  the  Senate  in.its  ijxecutive  capacity  were  given, 
urith  a  view  to  showing  how  they  b^an,  were  modified  in  their  progress,  and  continued  to  the  end  of  that 
Congress.  From  the  beginning  of  the  Second  Congress,  however,  the  Executive  Journal  being  in  general  a 
monotonous  record,  no  notice  is  tidcen  of  Executive  Proceedings  in  the  Senate,  unless  of  some  important  prin- 
eipie  being  involved,  as  in  case  of  a  Treaty,  dec,  or  of  Debate  which,  finding  its  way  to  the  public  knowledge, 
can  yet  be  traced  in  the  records  of  the  day. 

m.  In  those  early  proceedings  of  the  Senate,  Bilk  of  either  House  are  inserted  at  hxge  when  so  found  on 
the  Journal  of  that  body ;  the  object  of  doing  so  being  to  show  the  original  form  of  each,  and  to  enable  the 
inquiring  reader  to  ascertain,  by  comparing  them  with  the  Acts  of  Congress,  (to  be  found  in  the  Ajwencfix^ 
what  changcMi  they  may  have  undergone  in  their  passage  through  the  two  Houses,  before  they  became  Laws. 


Monday,  October  24, 1791. 

This  being  the  day  fixed  by  law  for  the  aooual 
meeting  of  Congress,  at  the  first  session  of  the 
eecQBd  Congreas,  the  following  m^oabers  of  the 
Beaate  appeared,  produced  their  credentiab,  and 
took  their  seats  :'^ 

John  Adams,  Vice  President  and  President  of 
the  Senate ; 

John  Lanodon  and  Painb  Winqate,  from  New 
Hampshire ; 

Caleb  Strong  and  George  Cabot,  from  Mas- 
sachusetts; 

Theodore  Poster  and  Joseph  Stanton,  jr., 
from  Rhode  Island; 

Roger  Sherman,  from  Connecticut,  in  the  place 
of  William  S.  Johnson,  resigned; 

Aaron  Burr,  from  New  York; 

Philemon  Dickinson  and  John  Rctheefurd, 
/rom  New  Jersey : 

RoBBHT  Morris,  (rom  PennAylvania; 

George  Read,  from  Delaware; 

Samuel  Johnston  and  Benjamin  Hawkins, 
from  North  Carolina; 


•  Mr.  CABasi.u  ftwn  Manrlsod :  Mr.  GuAiroaf  h^  fran  Coanec- 
Ucm;  Mr.  Fostbr,  from  Kbode  Island;  BIr.  Monbos,  from  Vir^ 
l^nla,  and  Mr.  Rkad,  from  Delaware,  were  «lb>tted  to  the  class  of 
SetiatoTt  whose  conUaiiance  ia  office  was  limheil  bj  the  Coosiiiu. 
tloo  to  two  yean;  but  they  bad  been  re  elected  by  their  respect* 
tve  States,  and  hod  produced  their  credeniials  at  the  session  of  the 
BtoiBte  specially  coorened  for  the  transaction  of  Executive  businesB 
MtlbA  401  of  BUrch,  1791. 

8d  C0JS.—2 


Fierce  Butler  and  Ralph  Izard,  from  South 
Carolina;  and 

William  Few,  from  Georgia. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Butler^  Morris,  and 
Dickinson,  be  a  committee  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  inform  him  that  a 
quorum  of  the  Senate  is  assembled,  and  ready  to 
receive  any  communication  he  may  be  pleased  to 
make  to  them. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  is 
assembled  and  ready  to  proceed  to  business;  and 
that  they  have  notified  the  President  of  the  United 
States  that  they  are  ready  to  receive  such  commu- 
nications as  he  may  be  pleased  to  make  to  them. 

The  petition  of  Robert  Aikin,  praying  to  be  ap- 
pointed printer  to  the  United  States,  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  petition  of  James  Alexander,  that  he  may 
be  appointed  Sergeant-^-arms,  Doorke^r,  or 
Messenger,  was  read;  and  ordered  to  lie  K>r  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Butler,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  re- 
ported that  they  had  executed  their  commission. 
.  A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  Beckley,  their  Clerk,  informed  the  Senate 
that  they  have  resolved  that  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed, jointly  with  such  committee  as  the  Sen- 
ate «haU  appomt,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
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United  States,  and  notify  him  that  a  quorum  of 
the  two  Houses  is  assembled  and  ready  to  receive 
any  communications  he  may  please  to  make  to 
them;  in  which  resolution  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  concur  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  joint  committee  to  wait  on  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  agreeably  to  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives;  and 
that  Messrs.  Izard  and  Lanodon  be  the  commit- 
tee on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  communicate  this 
resolution  of  concurrence  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  Bbcklet,  their  Clerk,  informed  the  Senate 
that  they  have  resolved  that  two  Chaplains,  of 
different  denominations,  be  appointed  to  Congress 
for  the  present  session,  one  by  each  House,  who 
shall  interchange  weekly. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  this  day, 
for  the  appointment  of  two  Chaplains;  and, 

Resolwa,ThBt  they  do  concur  therein,  and  that 
the  Right  Reverend  Bishop  White  be  appointed 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  communicate  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate  in  this  resolution,  to- 

Sther  with  their  proceedings  thereon,  to  the 
ouse  of  Representatives. 
Mr.  Izard,  from  the  joint  committee  appointed 
to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  Unitea  States, 
agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  the  two  Houses,  of 
this  day;  reported  that  they  had  executed  the  busi- 
ness, and  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
proposed  to-morrow,  at  12  o'clock,  to  meet  the  two 
llouses  of  Congress  in  the  Senate  Chamber. 


Tuesday,  October  25. 

The  petition  of  Thomas  Bradford,  that  he  may 
be  employed  in  printing  such  bills,  journals,  and 
other  papers,  as  may  be  from  time  to  time  pub- 
lished, was  read;  and  ordered  to  lie. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  inform  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  the  Senate  are  ready  to 
meet  them  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  to  receive  any 
communications  the  President  of  the  United  States 
may  be  pleased  to  make  to  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress;  and  that  the  usual  seats  will  be  as- 
sifiiAed  them. 

The  House  of  Representatives  having  according- 
1t  taken  their  seats,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  came  into  the  Senate  Chamber,  and  ad- 
dressed both  Houses  of  Congress,  as  foUoweth: 

FdhuhCtHgeru  of  the  Senate,  and 

'  of  the  House  of  RepresmtaHoes : 

I  meet  you  upon  the  present  occasion  with  the  fidel- 
ings  which  are  naturally  inspired  by  a  strong  impres- 
noa  of  the  prosperous  situation  of  our  common  coun- 
tij,  sad  by  a  persuasion,  equally  strong,  that  the  labors 
of  the  session  which  has  just  commenced  will,  under 
tiie  guidance  of  a  spirit  no  lets  prudent  than  patriotic, 
iMue  m  measures  condudve  to  the  stability  and  in- 
crease of  national  prosperity. 

Numerous  as  are  we  Frtmdential  blswinga  wUdi 


demand  our  grateftd  admowledgments,  the  abundance 
with  whidi  another  year  has  again  rewarded  the  in- 
dustry of  the  husbaiMhnan  \m  too  important  to  escape 
recollection. 

Your  own  obeenrations  in  your  respective  situations 
will  have  satisfied  you  oi  the  progreesive  state  of  agri- 
culture, manu&ctures,  conmierce,  and  naviffaticm.  In 
tracing  their  causes,  yon  will  have  remariced,  with  par- 
ticular pleasure,  tiie  happy  effects  of  that  revival  of  con- 
fidence, public  as  well  as  private,  to  which  the  Consti- 
tution and  laws  of  the  United  States  have  so  eminently 
contributed;  and  you  will  have  observed,  with  no  less 
interest,  new  and  decisive  proofii  of  the  increasing  repo^ 
tation  and  credit  of  the  nation.  But  you,  never^less, 
cannot  &0  to  derive  satisfaction  from  the  confirmatioa 
of  these  circumstances,'  whidi  will  be  diMlosed  in  the 
several  official  communications  that  will  be  made  to 
you  in  the  course  of  your  deliberations. 

The  rapid  subsmptions  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  which  completed  the  sum  allowed  to  be  sub- 
scribed in  a  single  day,  \m  among  the  striking  and  pleaa- 
ing  evidences  which  present  themselves,  not  only  of 
confidence  in  the  Government,  but  of  resource  in  the 
community. 

In  the  interral  of  your  recess,  due  attention  has  been 
paid  to  the  execution  of  the  different  objects  which  were 
^edally  provided  for  by  the  laws  and  resolutions  of  the 
last  session. 

Among  the  most  in^wrtant  of  these,  is  the  defence 
and  security  of  the  western  frontiers.  To  accomplish 
it  on  the  most  humane  principles  was  a  primary  wish. 
Accordingly,  at  the  same  time  that  treaties  have 
been  provisionally  concluded,  and  other  proper  means 
used  to  attach  the  wavering,  and  to  confirm  in  their 
friendship  the  well  disposed  tribes  of  Indians,  effi>ctual 
measures  have  been  adopted  to  make  those  of  a  hostile 
description  eensiUe  that  a  pacification  was  desired  upon 
terms  of  moderation  and  justice. 

Those  measures  having  proved  unsuocessftd,  it  be- 
came necessary  to  convince  the  refractory  of  the  power 
of  the  United  States  to  punish  their  depredations.  O^ 
fensive  operatioiia  have  theiefere  been  directed,  to  be 
conducted,  however,  as  consistently  as  possible  with  the 
dictates  of  humanity.  Some  of  these  have  been  crowned 
with  full  success,  and  otiiers  are  yet  depending.  The 
expeditions  which  have  been  completed  were  carried  on 
under  the  authori^,  and  at  the  expense,  of  the  United 
States,  by  the  mihtia  of  Kentucky ;  whose  enterprise^ 
intrepiditjT,  and  good  conduct,  are  entitled  to  peculiar 
commendation. 

Overtures  of  peace  are  still  continued  to  the  deluded 
tribes,  and  considerable  numbers  of  individuals  belong- 
ing to  them  have  lately  renounced  all  further  opposi- 
tion, removed  from  their  former  situations,  and  placed 
themselves  under  the  immediate  protection  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

It  ii  sincerely  to  be  desired,  ^t  all  need  of  ooerckni 
in  ftitare  may  cease;  and  that  an  intimate  intercourse 
may  succeed,  calculated  to  advance  the  hanpiness  of  the 
Inmans,  and  to  attach  them  firmly  to  the  United  States. 
In  order  to  this,  it  seems  necessary — 
That  they  should  experienee  the  benefits  of  an  im- 
partial dispensation  of  justice. 

That  the  mode  of  alienating  their  lands,  the  main 
source  of  disoontent  and  war,  diould  be  so  defined  and 
regulated  as  to  obviate  imposition,  and,  as  for  as  may 
be  practicable,  controversy  concerning  the  rsali^  and 
extent  of  the  alienations  which  are  made. 

That  commerce  with  them  should  be  promoted  under 
reguUtions  tending  to  secure  an  e^uitidUe  deportaenl 
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towards  th«D,  and  that  sueh  ntioiial  azperiments  should 
be  made,  for  imparting  to  them  the  blessings  of  ciTiliza- 
tion,  as  maj  from  time  to  time  suit  their  condition. 

That  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  should  be 
enabled  to  employ  the  means  to  which  the  Indians  have 
been  long  accustomed  for  uniting  their  immediate  in- 
terests with  the  preservation  of  peace. 

And  that  efficacious  provision  should  be  made  for 
inflicting  adequate  penalties  upon  all  those  who,  by 
violating  their  rights,  shall  infringe  the  treaties,  and 
endanger  the  peace  of  the  Union. 

A  system  corresponding  with  the  mild  principles  of 
rdigion  and  philcmthropy  towards  an  unenlightened 
rase  of  men,  whose  hap|nnees  materially  depends  on  the 
conduct  ofitke  United  States,  would  be  as  honorable  to 
the  national  character  as  conformable  to  the  dictates  of 
sound  policy. 

The  powers  specially  vested  in  me  by  the  act  laying 
certain  duties  on  distilled  spirits,  which  respect  the  sub- 
divisions of  the  districts  into  surveys,  the  appointment 
of  officers,  and  the  assignment  of  compensations,  have 
likewise  been  carried  into  efiect  In  a  matter  in  which 
both  materials  and  experience  were  wanting  to  guide 
the  calculation,  it  will  be  rea£hr  conceived  that  there 
must  have  been  difficulty  in  such  an  adjustment  of  the 
rates  of  compensation  as  would  oondlii^  a  reasonable 
competency  with  a  proper  reg^ard  to  the  limits  pre- 
scribed by  the  law.  It  is  hoped  that  the  circumspection 
which  has  been  used  will  be  found  in  the  result  to  have 
secured  the  last  of  the  two  objects ;  but  it  is  probable, 
that,  with  a  view  of  the  first,  in  some  instances  a  re- 
vision of  the  provision  will  be  found  advisable. 

The  impressions  with  which  this  law  has  been  re- 
ceived by  the  community  have  been,  upon  the  whole, 
such  as  were  to  be  expected  among  enlightened  and 
weU  disposed  citizens,  from  the  propriety  and  necessity 
of  the  measure.  The  novelty,  however,  of  the  tax,  in  a 
considerable  part  of  the  United  States,  and  a  miscon- 
ception of  scnne  of  its  provisions,  have  given  occasion  in 
particular  places  to  some  degree  of  discontent  But,  it 
IS  satis&ctory  to  know  that  this  disposition  yields  to 
proper  explanations  and  more  just  apprehensions  of  the 
true  nature  of  the  law.  And  I  entertain  a  full  confi- 
dence that  it  will,  in  all,  give  way  to  motives  which 
arise  out  of  a  just  sense  of  duty,  and  a  virtuous  regard 
to  public  welfore. 

if  there  are  any  circumstances  in  the  law  which,  con- 
sistently with  its  main  design,  may  be  so  varied  as  to 
remove  any  well-intentioned  Objections  that  may  hap- 
pen to  exist,  it  will  oonsiit  with  a  trise  moderation  to 
make  the  proper  variations.  It  is  donnble,  on  all  ooca- 
sioos,  to  unite,  with  a  steady  and  firm  adherence  to 
constitutional  and  necessary  acts  of  Government,  the 
fbllest  evidence  of  a  disposition,  as  for  as  may  be  prac- 
ticable, to  consult  the  wishes  of  every  part  of  the  com- 
munity, and  to  lay  the  foundations  of  the  pubhp  admin- 
istration in  the  afiections  of  the  people. 

Pursuant  to  the  authority  contained  in  the  several 
«cts  on  that  subject,  a  district  of  ten  miles  square,  for 
the  permanent  seat  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  has  been  fixed,  and  announced  by  proclamation ; 
which  district  will  comprehend  lands  on  both  sides  of 
tiie  river  Potomac,  and  the  towns  of  Alexandria  and 
<3eorgetown.  A  dty  has  also  been  laid  out,  agreeablv 
to  a  plan  which  will  be  placed  before  Congress.  And, 
«a  there  is  a  prospect,  favored  by  the  rate  of  ndes  which 
have  already  taken  place,  of  ample  funds  for  canying 
on  the  neoessaiy  public  buildings,  there  is  eveiy  expect- 
ation of  their  due  piograss. 

The  compMon  «f  the  ««Diaff  of  ^  inhiihitwtfy  for 


which  provision  was  made  by  law,  has  been  duly  noti- 
fied, ^exc^ting  one  instance  in  which  the  return  has 
been  mformal ;  and  another,  in  which  it  has  been  omit^ 
ted  or  miscarried,)  and  the  returns  of  the  officers  who 
were  diarged  wi^  this  duty,  which  will  be  lud  before 
you,  wUl  give  you  the  pleasing  assurance,  that  the 
present  population  of  the  United  States  borders  on  four 
millions  of  persons. 

It  is  proper  also  to  inform  you  that  a  further  loan  of 
two  millions  and  a  half  of  florins  has  been  completed  in 
Holland ;  the  terms  of  which  are  similar  to  those  of  the 
one  last  announced,  except  as  to  a  small  reduction  of 
charges.  Another,  on  like  terms,  for  six  millions  of 
florins  had  been  set  on  foot  under  circumstances  that 
assured  an  immediate  completion. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  : 

Two  treaties  which  have  been  provisionally  concluded 
with  the  Cherokees  and  Six  Nations  of  Indians,  will  ba 
laid  before  you  for  your  consideration  and  ratificaticm. 

C^iemen  of  the  Houee  of  RepreeentaHvei : 

In  entering  upon  the  discharge  of  your  legislattva 
trust,  you  must  anticipate,  with  pleasure,  that  many  of 
the  difficulties,  necessarily  incident  to  the  first  arrango- 
ments  of  a  new  Government,  for  an  extensive  countiTy 
have  been  happUy  surmounted  by  the  sealous  and  ju&* 
dons  exertions  of  your  predecessors,  in  co-operation 
with  the  other  brandi  of  ^e  Legislature.  The  import- 
ant objects  which  remain  to  be  accomplished,  will,  t  am 
persuaded,  be  conducted  upon  principles  equaUy  com* 
prehensive,  and  equally  well  calculated  for  the  advanod> 
ment  of  the  general  weal. 

The  time  limited  for  receiving  subscriptions  to  the 
loans  proposed  by  the  act  making  provision  for  the  debt 
of  the  United  States  having  expired,  statements  from 
the  proper  department  will,  as  soon  as  possible,  apprise 
you  of  the  exact  result.  Enough,  however,  is  afateadj 
known  to  afford  an  assurance  that  the  views  of  that  act 
have  been  substantially  fulfilled.  The  subscription,  in 
the  domestic  debt  of  the  United  States,  has  embraced 
by  fitf  the  greatest  proportion  of  that  debt ;  affimling,  at 
the  same  time,  proof  of  the  general  satisfiiction  of  the 
public  creditors  with  ^e  system  which  has  been  pro* 
posed  to  their  acceptance,  and  of  the  spirit  of  aooommo* 
oation  to  the  cqnvepienoe  of  the  Government  with  whic^ 
they  are  actualed.  The  subscriptions  in  the  debts  of 
the  respective  States,  as  for  as  the  provisions  of  the  law 
have  permitted,  may  be  said  to  be  yet  more  generaL 
The  part  of  the  debt  of  the  United  States  which  re- 
mains unsubscribed,  will  naturally  engage  your  fbither 
deliberations. 

It  is  particularly  pleasing  to  me  to  be  able  to  an* 
nounce  to  you  that  the  revenues  which  have  been  ee* 
tabhshed  promise  to  be  adequate  to  their  objects,  and 
may  be  permitted,  if  no  unforeseen  exigent  occurs,  to 
supersede,  for  the  present,  the  necessity  of  any  new 
burdens  upon  our  constituents. 

An  object  which  will  claim  ^our  eariy  attention  is  a 
provision  for  the  current  service  of  the  ensuing  jrear, 
together  with  such  ascertained  demands  upon  the  Tree 
sury  as  require  to  be  immediately  discharged,  and  such 
casualties  as  may  have  arisen  in  the  execution  of  the 
public  business,  for  which  no  specific  ^propriation  maj 
nave  yet  been  made ;  of  all  which  a  proper  estimate 
will  be  laid  before  you. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  House  of  Repreeentatioeii 

I  shall  content  myself  with  a  general  leforance  to 
former  ^ommunicfttioiif  fiv  se^oral  •tgoc^  upon  idudi 


IS 


mSTCOLY  OF  OONORESS. 


M 


fifaDUl!E.] 


PtVCe€iMl%gB. 


[October,  1791. 


IliiB  imgfiicy  ofotbfT  aAdnhtts  hithflrto  portpo^ed  ai^ 
definitiye  lesohitioii.  Their  importance  will  recall  them 
to  yourattentioii;  and,  I  Imat,  thatthe  progroaa  already 
made  in  die  most  arduous  arrangements  of  the  Govetn- 
meat  will  afibrd  you  leisure  to  resume  them  with  ad- 
^imtage. 

Th^  are,  however,  stmie  of  them  of  which  I  oanaot 
foibear  a  more  particular  mention.  These  are :  tiie  Militia, 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  the  Mint,  Weights  snd 
Measures,  and  a  provision  for  the  sale  of  the  vacant  lands 
<^the  United  States. 

The  first  is  certainly  an  object  of  primaiy  importance, 
whether  viewed  in  reierenoe  to  the  national  security,  to 
the  satisfiictiouof  the  community,  or  to  the  preservation 
of  order.  In  connection  with  this,  the  establishment  of 
competent  magazines  and  arsenals,  and  the  fortification 
of  such  places  as  are  peculiarly  important  and  vulnera- 
ble, naturally  present  themselves  to  consideration.  The 
safety  of  the  United  States,  under  Divine  protection, 
ought  to  rest  on  the  basis  of  systematic  and  solid  arrange- 
ments, exposed  as  little  as  possible  to  the  faaaaids  of 
fi>rtnitous  circumstances. 

The  importance  of  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  on 
a  plan  suifficientiy  Uberal  and  comprehensive,  as  they 
respect  the  expedition,  safe^,  and  &cility  of  communis 
cation,  is  increased  by  their  mstrumentality  in  diffiising 
a  knowledge  of  the  laws  and  proceedings  of  the  Govern- 
ment; which,  while  it  contributes  to  the  security  of  the 
people,  serves  also  to  guard  them  against  the  effects  of 
misrepresentation  and  nusconoeption.  The  establish- 
ment of  additional  cross  posts,  especially  to  some  of  the 
important  points  in  the  western  and  northern  parts  of 
the  Union,  cannot  iail  to  be  of  material  utility. 

The  disorders  in  the  existing  currency,  and  especially 
the  scarcity  of  small  change,  a  scarcity  so  peculiarly  dis- 
tressing to  tiie  poorer  daues,  strongly  recommend  the 
carrying  into  immediate  effect  the  resolution  already  en- 
tered into  concerning  the  establishment  of  a  Mint.  Mea^ 
aures  have  been  tajien  pursuant  to  that  resolution  fi>r 
procuring  some  of  the  most  -necessary  artists,  together 
with  the  requisite  apparatus. 

An  unifermity  in  the  Weights  and  Measures  of  the 
country  is  among  the  important  objects  submitted  to 
you  by  the  Constitution,  and,  if  it  can  be  derived  ^m  a 
standard  i^t  once  invariable  and  universal,  must  be  no 
less  honorable  to  the  public  coundli^,  than  conducive  to 
the  public  convenience. 

A  provision  fi>r  the  sale  of  the  vacant  lands  of  the 
United  States  w  particularly  urged,  among  other  reasona, 
^  the  important  considerations,  that  they  are  pledged 
as  a  fund  for  reimbursing  the  public  debt ;  that,  ii  timely 
and  judicioufljiy  applied,  they  may  save  the  necessity  of 
burthening  our, citizens  with  new  taxes  for  the  extin- 
guishment of  the  principal ;  and  that,  being  firee  to  dis- 
charge the  principal  but  in  a  limited  proportion,  no  op- 
portunity ought  to  be  lost  for  availing  the  public  of  its 
right 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

Uhftbd  Sta,tb8,  October  26,  1791. 

The  PRB^IDEffTOFTflE  UwiTED  STATES  haTing 

retired,  and  the  two  Houses  being  separated, 

'Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Burr,  Cabot,  and  John- 
ston, be  a  committee  to  prepare  and  report  the 
draft  of  an  Address  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  answer  to  his  Speech  delivered  this  day 
to  both  Houses  of  Congress. 

Ordered^  That  the  Speech  of  the  President  of 
ihe  United  Statea,  delivered  this  day,  be  printed 
for  the  u^e  of  tbe  Senate. 


Wbdnbedat,  October  26. 

RuFUs  Kino,  ft om  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
John  H£NRY,froin  the  State  of  Maryland,  attended. 

The  foUowiDg  Letter,  dated  Oetober  25th,  1791, 
from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  to  tbe 
Vice  President,  was  communioated: 

8im :  My  accounts  fh>m  the  let  October,  1790,  to  the 
30th  June,  1791,  having  passed  the  offices,  and  been  re- 
pelted  on,  permit  me,  through  you,  to  lay  them  before  the 
honorable  the  Senate,  and  at  the  same  time  to  inform 
them  that  my  specie  and  indent  accounts  from  the  Ist 
July  to  the  80th  September,  are  at  the  Treasury  for  set* 
tiement,  and  when  passed  on,  wiQ  be  immediately  hand^ 
you. 

Ordered^  That  this  Letter,  and  the  accounts 
therein  referred  to,  lie  for  consideration. 

The  following  Message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  was  received  and  read: 

Otntlemen  of 'the  Senate,  and 

of  the  House  of  RepreeaUaHvea : 

I  lay  before  you  copies  of  the  following  Acts  which 
have  been  tranamitted  to  me  during  the  recess  of  Con* 
gresB,  viz: 

An  Act  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  New  Hampshire^ 
for  ceding  to  the  United  States  the  fort  and  light-house 
belonging  to  the^d  State. 

An  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  ratifying^ 
on  behalf  of  said  State,  the  first  article  of  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  proposed  by 
Congress ;  and 

An  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina,  granting' 
the  use  of  the  jails  within  that  State  to  the  United  States*. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

UiriTBD  Statss,  October  26,  1791. 

Ordered.  That  the  Message  and  papers  accom- 
panying it  lie  for  consideration. 

The  petition  of  Thomas  Shubrick^  Esq.,  ot 
Charleston,  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  on  be- 
half of  Mary  and  Susanna  Shubrick,  daugnters  ot 
Richard  Shubrick,  Esq.,  deceased,  was  read,  pray- 
ing  that  the  provisions  of  the  resolves  of  Congress^ 
ofthe  16th  of  May,  1778.  and  of  the  24th  of  Au- 
finist,  1780,  may  foe  extenaed  to  the  said  Mary  and 
Susanna. 

Ordered^  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  report  thereon  to  the  Senate.. 


Thursday,  October  27. 

The  following  resolution  of  the.  Directors  of  the 
Library  Company  of  Philadelphia  wis  communis 
cated,  dated  October  6th,  1791. 

•  Resohedf  That  the  resolution  of  the  1 8&  of  January 
last,  be  extended  to  Ae  present  Congress  ofthe  United 
States,  and  that  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  ftmvish  t;o- 
pies  of  the  said  resolution  to  the  President  ofthe  Senate 
and  to  the  Speaker  ofthe  House  of  Representatires. 

The  memorial  of  John  Nixon  and  others,  a  com- 
mittee on  behalf  of  certain  creditors  of  th^  United 
States,  was  read,  requesting  that  an  appropriation 
may  be  made  for  the  payment  of  the  arrears  of 
their  interest  and  the  annual  interest  accruing. 

OnUredj  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

The  petition  of  Roger  Smith,  in  behalf  of  Jacob 
and  Wmiam  Mott,  minors,  ,and  sons  ^of  Charles 
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Mott)  Bsqs  ^eetoed,  late  a  Major  of  the  seccmd 
fonttn wr>Aal  r^gprnunt  of-  ti&e  Slate  of  Soutli  Caro^ 
iina^  wna  read,  preying^  titat  the  beaeflts  of  commas 
tation  of  hdf  pay  may  be  exteikled  to  tibie  afbre- 
said  Jacob  and  William. 

Onkted,  That  thisi  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  petition  of  Thomas  O.  Elliot)  ezecittor  of 
the  late  Colonel  Bernard  Blliot,  was  read,  praying 
that  the  orphan  son  of  the  said  Bernard  Efiliot 
may  receiye  the  commutation  for  his  late  father's 
leryices,  as  Lieutenant-colonel,  who  died  in  the 
sendee  of  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  petition  of  Jam^oall,.of  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  on  behalf  of  Jean  Ann  BalL  his  wife,  late 
JeaO' Aim  Wise,  only  daughter  of  Mkjbr  Samuel 
Wise,  deceased,  late  of  the  third  continental  regi- 
m«it  in  the  State  a^resaid,  was  read,  praying  that 
life  benefits  of  die  resolyes  of  Congress  oi  the  15th 
ci  May,  1778,  and  the  24th  of  August,  1780,  may 
be  extended  to  the  9aid  Jean  Ann. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

A  mcMffe  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
infbrmed  the  Senate  that  they  hare  proceeded  by 
kdlot  to  the  appointment  of  a  Chaplain  to  Con- 
ffress  on  their  part  and,  upon  examming  the  bal- 
lots, a  majoritv  or  the  votes  of  the  whole  House 
was  found  in  mvor  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Bi«aih. 

The  petition  of  Charles  Hateley.  of  South  Car- 
<^na,  that  he  may  have  a  patent  for  a  newly  in- 
tented  machine  or  mill,  for  freeing  of  grain  or 
seeds  from  the  hull;  also,  the  petition  of  the  said 
Charles  Hateley,  praying  for  encouragement  in 
ferfectiog  his  naaenine  foreleansinff  or  whitening 
of  riee,  were  sevoraUif  read;  and  oriered*  to  lie. 

The  petition  of  Cldand  Kiniocb,  of  Charleston) 
ib  the  State  of  South  Cai<diin%  on  behalf  ai  his 


sister  li^try  Huger,  widow  of  Benjamin  Htiger, 
Esq.,  late  Major  of  the  fifth  continental  r^fiment 
of  the  State  adforesaid,  was  read,  praying  that  the 
resolutions  of  Congress,  of  May  15thri778,  and 
24th  of  August,  1780,  may  be  extended  to  the  said 
Mary  Huger. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  th^ 
President  of  th^  United^tates : 

€hntiemen  of  the  Smati$,  and 

of  the  bomeof  MeprmmMhws 

I  lay  beibre  you  a  copy  of  a  letter,  and  of  stmdi;  dbr 
cittiientSy  which  I  have  received  frote  the  C^vernor  of 
Pemuylvania,  respecting  certain  persons  who  are  said 
to  have  fled  from  justice  out  of  ^e  State  ofFennsylvania* 
into  that  of  Virginia ;  together  with  a  report  of  the  Attoi^ 
ney  (Weral  of  the  United  States  upon  the  same  subjeet 

I  have  received  from  the  Governor  of  North  Carofina 
a  copy  of  an  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  that  State, 
authorizing  him  to  convey  to  the  United  States  the  right 
and  juRsdiction  of  the  said  State  over  one  acre  of  land 
in  Ocracock  Island,  and  tai  acres  on  the  Ceqpe  Island, 
within  the  said  State,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  Ught^ 
houses  thereon,  together  with  tiie  deed  of  the  GK>vemoi^ 
in  pursuance  thmo^  and  the  original  conveyancea 
made  to  the  Stacte  by  the  individual  proprietor!^  whidi 
original  conYoyanoes  contain  conditions  that  the  lights 
house  on  Ocracock  shall  be  built  before  the  first  day  of 
January,  1801,  and  that  on  the  Gape  Island,  before  the 
eighth  day  of  October,  1800.  And  I  have  caused  these 
several  pi^p6ta  to  be  deposited  in  te  office  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State. 

A  statement  of  the  BetaiM  4>f  the  Bnumeraitieft  ef  tie 
Inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  whMi  have  bee»  to* 
eeived,  will  at  this  tim»  be  laid  befotro  you. 

G.  WASHINGTON; 

UiriTXD  States,  October  37,  1791. 

The  statement  c^  the  Enmneiation  refenoA  to 
in  the  Message  is  as  follows: 


Wkok  iwmber  of  Permm»  wUhin  ^  severed  IHgtricts  ^  i^  UniUdSt€ae$^acicordmgtc4mA!U^^pM^ 
vi^ngJ^tkeEfffumetiaimo/iheMtabitanUoft^  United  Suae8,^^paa9ed  March  1,17^0^ 
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The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to 
were  read;  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  following  Message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  was  communicated  hy  the  Se- 
cretary of  War: 

Cfentkmen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  House  of  Repre»eniaHve» : 

I  have  directed  the  Secretary  of  War  to  lay  hefore 
you,  for  your  examination,  the  reports  of  Brigadier 
General  Scott,  and  Lieutenant-colonel  commandant 
WiUdnaon,  the  officers  who  commanded  the  two  expe- 
ditions against  the  Wabash  Indians,  in  the  months  of 
June  and  August  last;  together  with  the  instructions 
by  Turtue  of , which  the  sud  expeditions  were  under- 
taken. When  the  operations  now  depending  shall  be 
terminated,  the  reports  relative  thercito  shall  also  be  laid 
before  you. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

UiriTxn  Statbs,  October  27,  1791. 

The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to  were 
read;  and  ordered  to  he  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Burr  reported,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  an  Address  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  in  answer  to  his  Speech  to  both 
Houses  of  Congress  at  the  opening  of  the  session. 

Ordered^  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  to  take 
the  re^rt  mto  consideration. 


Friday,  October  28. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  take  into  consideration  the  Address 
reported  by  the  committee,  in  answer  to  the  Speech 
oTthe  President  <^  the  United  States,  on  the  24th 
instant,  to  both  Houses  of  Congress;  which  report 
was  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

To  the  President  of  the  United  States: 

8iB :  The  Senate  of  the  United  States  have  receiTed 
with  the  highest  satisfaction  the  assurances  of  public 
nrosperity  contained  in  your  Speech  to  both  Houses. 
The  multiplied  blessings  of  Pnmdence  have  not  escaped 
our  notice,  or  £uled  to  excite  our  gratitude. 

The  benefits  which  flow  fipom  the  restoration  of  pub- 
lic and  private  confidence  are  conspicuous  and  import- 
ant;  and  the  pleasure  with  which  we  contemplate  them 
is  heightened  by  your  assurance  of  those  further  com- 
munications which  shall  confirm  their  existence  and 
indicate  their  source. 

While  we  rqoice  in  the  success  of  those  military 
operations  which  have  been  directed  against  the  hostile 
Indians,  we  lament  with  you  the  necessity  that  has  pro- 
duced them;  and  we  participate  the  Ytope  that  the 
proMut  prospect  of  a  general  peace,  on  terms  of  mode- 
ration and  justice,  may  be  wrought  into  complete  and 
permanent  efifect ;  and  that  the  measures  of  Government 
may  equally  embrace  the  security  of  our  fipontiers  and 
the  general  interests  of  humanity.  Our  solicitude  to 
obtain  which,  will  insure  our  xralous  attention  to  an 
obiect  so  warmly  espoused  by  the  princ^>les  of  benevo- 
lence, and  so  highly  interesting  to  the  honor  and  wel- 
frre  of  the  nation. 

The  several  subjects  which  you  have  particularly 
xacommended,  and  those  which  remain  of  former  ses- 
dxms,  will  engage  our  early  consideration.  We  are 
encouraged  to  prosecute  ihtm  vrith  alacrity  and  steadi- 
ness, by  the  belief  that  they  will  interest  no  passion  but 


that  for  the  g^enend  wel&re ;  by  the  assurance  of  con- 
cert, and  by  a  view  of  those  arduous  and  important  ar- 
rangements which  have  been  already  accomplisbed. 

We  observe,  sir,  the  constancy  and  activity  of  your 
zeal  for  the  public  good.  The  example  will  animate 
our  effi>rts  to  promote  the  happiness  of  our  country. 

Ordered,  That  the  Address  to  the  President  of 
the  Unitea  States,  in  answer  to  his  Speech,  be 
presented  by  the  Vice  President,  attended  by  the 
Senate;  ana  that  the  committee  which  reported 
the  Address  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  desire  to  be  informed  at  what  time 
and  place  he  will  receive  the  same. 


Monday,  October  31. 

James  Monroe,  from  the  State  of  Virginia,  at- 
tended, and  took  his  seat. 

Moses  Robinson,  from  the  State  of  Vermont, 
produced  his  credentials,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Burr,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  28th  to  wait  on  the  President  ot  the  United 
States,  reported,  that  it  would  be  agreeable  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  receive  the  Ad- 
dress of  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  his  Speech  to 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  on  Monday  next  at  12 
o'clock. 

Whereupon,  the  Senate  waited  on  the  President 
of  the  Umted  States  at  his  own  house,  and  the 
Vice  President,  in  their  name,  communicated  to 
him  the  Address  agreed  to  on  tne  28th  instant,  to 
which  the  President  of  the  United  States 
was  pleased  to  make  the  following  reply: 

GxiTTLKiisir :  This  mamfestation  qf  your  seal  for  the 
honor  and  the  happiness  of  our  country  derives  its  fui 
value  from  the  share  which  your  delibmtions  have  al- 
ready had  in  promoting  both. 

I  thank  you  for  the  fiivorable  sentiments  with  which 
you  view  the  part  I  have  borne  in  the  arduous  trust 
committed  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States; 
and  desire  you  to  be  assuied  that  all  my  leal  will  con- 
tinue to  second  those  further  efforts  for  the  public  good 
which  are  insured  by  the  spirit  in  which  you  are  enter- 
ing on  the  present  session. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

The  Senate  returned  to  the  Senate  Chamber. 

The  representation  of  Joseph  Ceracchi,  a  Roman 
sculptor,  of  the  design  conceived  of  a  monument 
for  perpetuating  the  memory  of  the  American 
Revolution,  was  read;  and  ordered  that  it  lie  for 
consideration. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Morris,  Kino,  Izard, 
Cabot,  and  Henry,  be  a  committee  to  take  into 
consideration  the  subject  of  a  Mint,  and  to  report 
a  bill  thereon,  if  they  think  proper. 

On  motion  to  alter  the  Rule  which  provides  for 
balloting  in  the  choice  of  committees,  and  that 
the  Vice  President  be  empowered  to  nominate  the 
committees  in  future;  it  was  agreed  that  the  mo- 
tion be  postponed. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Strong.  Butler,  and 
Burr,  be  the  committee  to  consiaer  and  report 
what  business  it  is  necessary  for  the  Senate  to 
proceed  on. 
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TuBSDAT,  November  1. 

The  fcilowing  Messages  from  the  President  of 
Ac  United  States  were^  by  Mr.  Lear,  his  Secre- 
tary, delivered  to  the  Vice  President. 

Gentkmm  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  House  of  Bepretentativee  : 
I  lend  you,  herewith,  the  arrangement  whidi  has 
been  made  by  me,  punnant  to  the  act,  entitled  ^  An 
•ct  repealing,  alter  the  last  day  of  June  next,  the  dn- 
liee  heretofore  laid  upon  distilled  ipirits  imported  fimn 
abroad,  and  laying  outers  in  their  stead,  and  also  upon 
^Nritfl  difltiUed  within  Ihe  United  States,  and  for  appro- 
priating the  same,^  in  respect  to  Ae  subdivision  of  the 
seteral  districts,  created  by  the  said  act,  into  surveys  of 
inspectLon,  Uie  appointment  of  officers  for  the  same,  and 
die  assijrnment  of  compensations. ' 

G.  WASHINCPTON. 

Usrvin  Statss,  October  81, 1791. 

OentktaMn  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  House  of  Represeniatms : 

I  received  yesterday,  from  the  Judge  of  the  district  of 
8oaA  C/arolina,  a  letter,  enclosing  the  presentments  of 
tile  grand  jury  to  him,  and  stating  the  cahses  whidi 
have  pirevented  the  return  of  Ae  census  fiom  that  dis- 
tsiet,  copies  of  which  are  now  laid  before  you. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

UinviB  Btatss,  November  1,  1791. 

The  Messages  and  papers  were  read;  and  the 
arran^ment  respecting  the  collection  of  the  ex* 
eise  is  as  follows: 
Airangements  made  by  the  PmxsinxvT  op  thx  UninD 


Vermont  forms  one  survey,  of  which  the  supervisor 
performs  the  duties  of  inspector.  Noah  Smith  has  been 
appointed  to  this  office.  His  allowance  is  a  salary  (^ 
four  hundred  dollars,  and  a  commission  of  one  half  p«r 
cent. 

New  York  forms  one  survey,  of  which  the  superviw^ 
acts  as  inspector.  William  S.  Smith  has  been  appointed 
to  this  office,  veith  a  salary  of  eight  hundred  doUan,  and 
a  commission  of  one-half  per  cent. 

New  Jersey  forms  one  survey.  The  supervisor  per- 
forms the  duties  of  inspector.  To  this  office,  Ajuron 
Dunham  has  been  appointed.  His  compensation  is  a 
salary  of  four  hundred  dollars,  and  a  commissicni  oi  one- 
half  per  cent 

Pennsylvania  forms  four  surveys.  No.  1,  consists  of 
the  dty  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  counties  of 
Bucks  and  Montgomery;  No.  2,  of  the  counties  of 
Berks,  Northampton,  Luxeme,  and  Northumberland; 
No.  3,  of  the  counties  of  Delaware^  Chests,  Lancaster* 
York,  Dauphin,  Cumberland,  Franklin^  Mifflin,  aod 
Huntingdon;  No.  4,  of  the  counties  of  Bedford,  West- 
moreland, Washington,  and  Allegany.  The  supervisor 
for  the  district,  Greorge  Clymer,  %«ts  as  inspector  of 
survey  No.  1.  His  compensation  is  a  salary  of  one 
thousand  dollars,  and  a  conmiission  of  one-half  per 
cent.  James  Collins  has  been  appointed  inspector  of 
survey  No.  2,  Edward  Hand  of  survey  No.  3,  and  John 
NeviUe  of  survey  No.  4.  The  allowance  to  each  of 
these  inspectors  is  a  salary  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars, and  a  commission  of  one  per  cent 

Delaware  forms  one  survey,  of  which  the  supervisor 
acts  as  innpector.  His  compensation  is  a  salary  of  four 
hundred  aollars,  and  a  commission  of  one  per  oei^ 
Henry  Latimer,  who  was  appointed  supervisor,  ha»  re- 
signed his  office. 


Statis,  with  respect  to  the  subdivisions  of  the  sevwal        Maryland  forms  two  surveys.    No.  1,  oemprefaends 
distncts  thereof  into  surveys,  the  appointment  of  offi-   ^j^^  counties  of  St  Mary's,  Somewet,  Cahert,  Queen  > 


cere,  and  the  assignment  of  compensations,  pursuant 
to  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  third  day  of  March, 
1791,  entitled  <*  An  act  repealing,  after  &ie  last  day 
of  Jime  next,  the  duties  heretofore  laid  upon  distilled 

Siiits  imported  firom  abroad,  and  laying  others  in 
eir  stead ;  and  also  upon  spirits  distilled  within  the 
United  States,  and  for  appropriating  the  same." 

New  Hampshire  forms  one  survey  of  inspection.  The 
duties  of  inspector  are  performed  by  the  supervisor ;  to 
this  office  Joshua  Wentworth  has  b«en  appointed.  His 
compensation  is  a  salary  of  five  hundred  dollars,  and  a 
commission  of  one-half  per  cent 

Massachusetts  forms  three  surveys  of  inspection.  No. 
1,  consists  of  the  province  of  Maine ;  No.  2,  of  the  coun- 
tiee  of  Essex,  Middlesex,  Worcester,  Hampshire,  and 
BeiluAiire ;  No.  3,  of  the  residue  of  the  State.  Nathan- 
iel Goiham  has  been  appointed  supervisor;  his  com- 
peiiBation  is  a  salary  of  eight  hundred  dollars,  and  a 
commission  of  one-half  per  cent  The  supervisor  per- 
Ibnnfl  the  duties  of  inspector  of  survey  No.  1.  Jonathan 
Jackson  has  been  appointed  inn>ector  of  survey  No.  2, 
and  Leonard  Jarvis  for  survey  No.  8.  The  compensar 
tion  to  each  of  these  inspectors  is  a  salary  of  five  hun- 
dred ddlazs,  and  a  commission  of  one-half  per  cent 

Rho^  Uand  forms  one  survey.  The  duties  of  in- 
^leetoT  are  performed  by  the  supervisor.  John  S.  Dex- 
ter has  been  af^inted  to  this  office,  with  an  allowance 
of  ft  salary  of  five  hundred  dollars,  uid  a  commission  of 
one-lialf  per  cent 

Connecticut  forms  one  survey.  The  duties  of  in- 
nector  are  performed  by  the  supervisor,  who  is  John 
Chester.  His  compensation  is  a  salary  of  six  hundred 
dollars,  and  a  commission  of  one-half  per  cent 


Anne's,  Caroline,  Kent,  Charles,  Talbot,  Dordiester» 
Baltimore,  Anne  Arundel,  Worcester,  Hartfoid,  Cedl, 
and  Prince  George's.  No.  2,  consists  o£  the  counties  of 
Montgomery,  Washington,  Frederick,  and  Allegany. 
The  supervisor  of  the  distri^  Oeorge  Qale,  officiates 
as  inspector  of  survev  No.  1.  His  compensation  is  a 
salary  of  seven  hund^  dollars,  and  a  commission  of 
one  per  cent  Philip  Thomas  has  been  ^pointed  in- 
spector of  survey  No.  2,  with  a  salary  of  four  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars,  and  a  commission  of  one  per  cent 

Yirgmia  bias  been  divided  into  seven  surveys  of  iiip 
spection.    No.  1,  consists  of  the  coun^es  of  Lancas- 
ter, Northumberland,  Richmond,  Westmoreland,  Kuig 
George,  Caroline,  Hanover,  Henrico,  Charles  City, 
James  City,  Warwick,  Elizabeth  City,  York,  Gloucester, 
Matthews,  Middlesex,  Essex,  King  and  Queen,  King 
William,  and  New  Kent;  No.  S,  of  the  counties  of 
8taffi>rd,  Prince  William,  Fairfox,  Loudon,  Fauquier, 
Culpeper,  Orange,  Albemarie,  Louisa,  and  Spotsyhrar 
nia ;  No.  3,  of  the  counties  of  Goochland,  Fluvanna, 
An^ierst,  Bedford,  Franklin,  Henry,  Patrick,  Pitts^riva- 
nia,  Halifax,  Chariotte,  Mecklenburg,  Lunenburg,  Not- 
toway, Amelia,  Powhatan,  Cumbeiland,  Buckingham* 
Prince  Edward,  and  Campbell ;  No.  4,  of  Htut  counties 
of  Princess  Anne,  Chesterfield,  Norfolk,  Isle  of  Wight, 
Sussex,  Surry,  Prince  George,  Dinwiddle,  Brunswick, 
Greensville,  Soutiiampton,  Nansemond,  Accomack,  and 
Northampton;   No.  6,  of  Frederick,  Borkley,  Hamn-. 
shire.  Hardy,  Monongalia,  Ohio,  Harrison,  Randolph, 
Pendleton,  Augusta,  Rockingham,  and  Shenandoah; 
No.  6,  of  the  counties  of  Rockbridge,  Botetourt,  Mont- 
g(miery,  Wythe,  Washington,  RuiseU,  Greenbr^,  and 
Kanhawa;  No.  7,  consists  of  the  district  of  Kentuol^* 
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BftstoRt  cyp  oowa^fisB. 
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Proeeedlns^. 


[NovdMtiBttj  179^. 


Btfwitd'Oiuririiigtoti  Ixss  becli  ftj^poiiited  mpcTViflor,  with 
ttniBTj  of  one  thotisand  dolUin,  and  a  commisnon  of 
ctne  per  cent  Dmry  Rugsdde  hiu  been  appointed  in- 
i^ettor  of  mxrref  No.  1 ;  Bdwwd  Sterena  of  No.  2 ; 
Mayo  Cantngton  of  No.  8 ;  Thomaa  Newtpn  of  No.  4 ; 
Bdwtfrd  8mim  of  No.  5 ;  Jame*  Bradreniidgcf  of  No.  6 ; 
dkid  Thomaa  Monhal  of  No.  7.  .The  compensation  to 
the*  officers  are  to  each,  a  aakty  of  fbnr  hcmditd  and 
fifhr  dollars,  and  a  oonnhissio'n  of  one  percent 

North  Oarafina  forms  fire  surveys.  No.  1,  cohsists 
of  the  ooimtSes  of  WSmington,  Onslow,  New  Hanover, 
9rliiuMrick,  Bladen,  Dtiplin,  Anaon,  Kidnnond,  Moore, 
Giuuberlaiid,  RobertlMm,  and  Samprnm ;  No.  2,  of  tiie 
counties  of  Carteret,  Hyde,  Beaufort,  Pitt,  Craren,  Jones, 
Bofifta,  Johnson,  and  Wayne ;  No.  9,  of  the  counties  of 
Culrituek,  Camhden,  Pasquotank,  Perquimans,  Chow- 
ato,  Oate^,  Hlurtford,  and  Tyrnel;  No.  4,  of  the  coun^ 
IMfo(*  Northampton.  Martin,  Hah£ur,  Narii,  Edgeoomb, 
WMren,  Prankiin,  Caswell,  Orange,  Randolph,  Orand- 
i4lto.  Wake,  and  Chactham ;  No.  0,  of  the  counties  of 
MSeddtoburg,  Montgomeiy,  R<yan,  Irediil,  8urry,  Stok^, 
ItoeWnghmn,  Gilfotd,  Lincobi,  Rtithetfbrd,  Buike,  and 
Wflkes.  Wilhtoi  Polk  has  b^n  appointed  snperrisor, 
and  a  sahtfy  of  st^en  hundred  dolkurs,  and  a  oommis- 
akn  of  otie  per  cent  have  been  assigned  him  as  a  com- 
pmtfetkMi.  James  RMd  has  been  appohited  inspector 
of  itttvey  No.  1 ;  John  Daves  of  No.  2;  Thomas  Ben«> 
liitrr  of  No.  8;  John  WMtaker  of  No.  4;  and  Joseph 
M^^wel,  the  elder,  of  No.  6.  The  compensation  to 
tiie  inspectors  of  surteya  No^  1,  2,  and  8,  are  to  eadi 
a'^oomnnMion  of  two  pa*  cent ;  those  inspectors  being 
also  officers  of  the  ettt^xmui,  A  salaay  of  fbur  hundred 
add  fifty  doDim,  and  a  oommisdon  of  one  per  ceilt  have 
bMb  assigned  as  a  oompenaation  to  the  inspe^orsof 
surreys  Nos.  4  and  5,  respectively. 

South  Carolina  fiyrms  three  surveya.  No:  1,  comists 
of  the  counties  of  Colleton,  BeiUey,  Washington,  Maif- 
on,  Btf^Mlomew,  Charleston,  Granville,  Hflton,  Lin- 
odln,  ShrewirtNiryt  Winton,  Orange,  and  Lewisburgh ; 
V^*  2,  of  the  counties  of  Winyaw,  WiOiam^UTgh,  Lib- 
el^, Kingston,  DarKngton,  Chesterfield,  Marlborough, 
Otsflrendon,  Clermont,  Lancaster,  Kershaw,  Ridiland, 
Paiffield,  Che«ler,  and  York ;  No.  8,  of  the  counties  of 
Bdgefield,  Abbeville,  Newbury,  Laurens,  Union,  Spar- 
taabuit)  Greenville,  and  Pendleton.  The  duties  of 
lAipacier  of  survey  No.  1,  are  performed  ^  the  super- 
visor^  DanM  Stevens,  to  whom  a  salaiy  of  seven  hun- 
^bttd  dolhra,  and  a  commiasion  of  one  per  cent  have 
beMi  asaigned  as  a  compensation.  Benjamin  Cud- 
uPDitK  has  been  appointed  inspector  of  survey  No.  2, 
and  Sytvanus  Walker  of  No.  8.  The  compensatron 
assigned  to  the  inspector  of  survey  No.  2,  is  a  salaiy  of 
three  hundred  doUara,  and  a  commiMion  of  two  per 
ebnt ;  to  the  inapector  of  survey  No.  3,  a  salaiy  of  lour 
htandiod  and  fifty  dollars,  and  a  oommission  of  one  per 
cent 

Georgia  foims  one  survey.  The  supervisor,  John 
Matthews,  officiates  as  mspector.  The  compensation 
alMgned  him  is  a  salary  of  five  hundred  doHns,  and  a 
oamnission  of  one  per  cent 

The  oommiasion,  in  each  caie.  Is  computed  upon  the 
nett  product  of  the  duties  on  spfaito  distUled  witl^  the 
jmriadMon  of  the  oflScer  to  whom  it  is  allowed ;  whidi 
liett  product  ii  determined  by  deducting,  at  each  stage 
of  the  compensation,  all  prccedfai^  chak^^w. 

With  regard  to  the  ports,  the  following  anrangemehta 
have  been  made :  At  the  ports  at  whiefa  there  are  both 
a  collector  and  a  surveyor,  the  latter  haa  been  appohited 
Its  inipector;  wh^re  there  is  a  coUector  only,lie  haa 
bMn  appointed;  and  whero  there  is  a  surveyor  only,  he 


has  been  appointed.  The  porta  at  which  neither  ool- 
leotor  nor  surveyor  resides,  have  been  plaeed  under  the 
inspection  of  the  collector  or  aurveyor  of  the  district  to 
which  they  belong,  as  the  one  or  the  other  is  the  in- 
spector of  the  revenue  for  the  port  where  he  resides. 
The  duties  of  these  inspectors  are  confined'  to  spirit^ 
imported  fi^om  abioad ;  and,  ak  iSb»y  beta  an  analogy  to 
thoae  which  they  have  been  accustomed  to  perform,  no 
compensation  has  been  assigned.  The  officers,  directed' 
by  the  18th  section  of  the  law  to  be  appointed  by  the 
supervisors^  have  been  denominated  coUectors  of  th» 
revenue.  Their  number  has  been  of  necessity  left  to 
the  discretion  of  the  supervisor,  with  thcMO  general  inti- 
mations, that  they  should  be,  in  all  cases,  as  fow  as  the 
proper  execution  of  the  business  would  pennit;  and* 
that,  in  regard  to  the  collection  of  the  duties  on  stiUs^ 
one  for  each  county  would  suffice ;  but  this  regulation 
neoassaiily  wies  as  the  stills  are  more  or  less  dupersed. 
Where  they  are  much  scattered,  two,  three,  or  wgte 
counties,  have  been  assigned  to  the  same  person.  The 
compensation  to  these  officeia  is  a  oommiasion  on  th^ 
sums  collected  by  ekujh,  of  two  per  osnt  on  dBojnodnct 
of  the  duties  on  quiito  distilled  firom  foreign  matadals, 
and  of  four  per  cent  on  the  product  of  the  duties 
arising  from  spirits  distilled  from  domestic  materials^ 
whether  per  gallon  or  by  the  stilL  This  difibrenoe  w«r 
dictated  by  the  difierent  nature  of  the  business. 
TBBaavnr  DuPAmTMurT,  October  31,  1791. 

By  order  of  the  Projidaafrofthe  United  Stafeea: 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 

Secretary  of  the  Treaeury. 

•  Ordered^  That  the  Message  from  the  Presidi»^ 
of  the  United  Stales,  and  the  papers  therein  refai^ 
red  to,  lie  for  coiisideratiofci. 

Mr.  Stbonq,  from  the  ooonnittee  appoiated 
yesterday  to  consiikr  the  necessary  business  to  be 
acted  on,  reported  as  follows: 

That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  it  wHl  be 
proper  for  the  Senate  to  proceed  on  the  following 
basmess: 

1.  The  establishing  of  a  Mint 
3.  The  fixing  the  standard  of  Weights  and  Metp 
sures. 

3.  Hie  determining  the  time  for  choosing  the  Elect- 
ors of  the  President  and  Vice  President,  and  the  day  on 
which  they  shall  g^ve  their  votes,  and  prescribing  the 
mode  of  transmitting  the  votes  to  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment 

4.  Providing  compensation  for  the  ofikers  of  the  Ju^ 
dal  Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  for  jurors  and  wit> 
nesses. 

5.  The  bin  postponed  in  the  Senate,  at  the  last  sea- 
sion,  for  establishing  offices  for  the  purpose  of  Granling 
Lands  within  the  territories  of  the  United  States. 

6.  The  bill,  postponed  in  like  manner,  concerning 
Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls. 

To  which  report  the  Senate  agreed. 

The  petition  of  William  Hort,  in  behalf  of 
Isabella^  Martha,  and  Mary,  daughters  isi  Mm 
Bosh,  late  of  the  second  continental  regiment  in 
^tkt  State  of  Sooth  Carolina,  praying  that  the  bevJ 
efits  of  the  resolutions  oi  Congress,  of  13th  Maf, 
1778,  and  24th  August,  1780,  ma]r  De  extended  to^ 
them,  for  the  reasons  mentioned  m  the  petition. 

Ordered^  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Sefcrttaty  of  War,  to  report  thereon  to  the  Senate! 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Izarb,  Monroe^  andf 
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Lanodok,  be  a  eommittde  t<^  take  into  considera* 
tion  the  suMeet  relative  to  Weights  and  Measures, 
and  report  meir  opinion  thereon. 

Orxkrid.  That  Messrs.  Ruth^rfurd,  Sher- 
liftN,  and  Burr,  be  a  committee  to  report  a  bill 
determining  the  time  of  choosing  the  Electors  of 
President  andVice  President,  and  the  day  in  which 
they  shall  give  their  rotisy  aiid  prescribing  the 
mode  of  transmitting  the  votes  to  the  seat  of  Qo^ 
T^mment. 

.  Ordered,  That  Messrs.  SfEiOkt,  StROHO,  and 
MoNROB)  be  a  committee  to  report  a  bill  providing 
cmnpensatibn  for  ^  officers  of  the  Judicial 
Courts  of  the  Unitied  States,  and  for  ^ors  and 
witnesses. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Kiiro,  Foster,  Monroe, 
Strong,!  and  Butler^  be  a  committee  to  report  a- 
bill  for  eirtablishing  omces  for  the  purpose  <^  Grant- 
ing Lands  within  the  territories  of  the  United 
Stated 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Moants,  Cabot,  and 
Ellswortb,  be  a  committee  to  report  a  bill  con- 
eemiii^  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls. 

OrMred^  That  Messrs.  BorR)  BbTLEB.  and  Ro- 
BIN80IV,  be  a  committee'  to  teth^  the  Rules,  and 
report'  such  derations  aifcd  additibns  as  may  be 
necessary. 


WsDNBsnAT,  November  2. 

.  The  petition  of  the  distiflers  of  the  city  of  New 
7ork  was  read^  prayidg  fo)^  such  alteration  as  may 
he  thought  expedient  in  the  act  repealing,  after  the 
last  day  of  June  next^  the  duties  heretofore  laid 
upon  distiOed  spirits  imported  from  abroad,  and 
Is^ing  others  in  their  stead;  and  also  upon  4>irits 
Stilled  within  the  United  States^  and  for  appre- 
ciating the  same. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  sent  to  the  House 
dt  Representatives. 

The  memorial  of  Jame^  Sinkler,  praying  to  be 
diabled  to  fund  certain  indents,  in  lieu  oi  those 
destroyed  by  fire,  was  r€&^  and  referred  to  the 
^cretary  er  the  Ti^eaBitty  to^  report  thereon  to  tlK 
Senate. 

The  petition  of  John  Mangnall,  for  compens^ 
tion  for  certain  losses  sustained  in  the  sea  service 
daring  the  hXe  wa^  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
cA  the  table. 


■k^ 


Thursbat,  November  3. 

A  mess^  from  the  House  of  Representstites 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
granting  further  time  ftit  tmimg  return  of  the 
numeration  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  district  of 
Douth  Carolina,'^  in  which  they  desire  the  conctur- 
teuce  of  the  Senate. 

The  abovementioned  bill  was  read  the  first  time, 

follows: 


Be  it  waded  by  the  Senate  and  House  tfEaareeent- 
Mfe$  of  ihi  XhSted  ^ate$  of  America  in  Congress 
meembkd,  ThAtitshsUbelawftalfiM'thdrmaftlBdof^ 


(fistrict  of  Soath  CsrolbuL  to  complete  and  mske  Mttam 
of  the  fluameration  of  ths  inhabitants  of  the  nid  distiiof 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  the  ibrm  sad 
manner  {srescribed  bj  the  act,  entitled  <<  An  aot  provide 
ing  for  the  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
Steles^"  at  any  time  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Mirch 
next;  any  ihing  in  the  said  recited  act  to  the  ^^tiaif 
notvrithBtaading.  <l|^ 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  marahiJ  of  the 
said  district  shall  be  exonerated  of  and  fix>m  all  penalties 
and  forfeitures  to  which  he  became  liabb  for  not  making 
the  said  returns  to  the  President  within  the  time  pre- 
scribed by  the  act  aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  second  readings 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  John  Mangnafi^ 

be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  report 

thereon  to  the  Senate. 


Friday,  November  4. 

Stephen  R.  Braalbt,  ftom  the  State  of  Yet* 
mont,  appeared,  produced  his  credentials,  and  to^ 
his  seat. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  seeond  reading  of 
the  bill  for  granting  further  time  for  makine  re*- 
turn  of  the  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
i^istriot  of  South  Carolina: 

Tlie  bill'  was  amended,  by  striking  out  the  word 
"recited^^'  at  ^e  end  of  the  first  section,  and  also 
the  second  section  of  the  bilL 

The  rule  beiujg  dispensed  withi  the  bill  was  then 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  desire  the  ooBr 
ourrence  of  the  House  of  Repsesmtativesin  the 
amendments  to  this  bilL 

The  petitiein  of  Charles  ColviUe^  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia^  wils  read,  pntying  to  have  a  sms^  of 
money  reimoorsed  his  btxyiWs,  who  sore  in  ad* 
vance  ther^f.  to  redeem  him  Irbai  capdvity  at 
ALdet^,  and'  tot  allowance  fat  his  expefises  and 
stnrerings. 

Ordeted,  That  the  petition  be  referred  to  Messrtt 
BtJTLER,  LAittmoir,  MoRRts,  Kino,  and  Srtiowc*; 
tb  consider  and  report  what  is  propet  tt»  bfe  dbiM 
thereori. 

Ordered,  That  all  communications  ttiadb  U^ 
the  Senate. on  the  subject  of  the  Ameticilii  pri* 
soners  at  Algiers,  and  now  on  file  in  the  Se- 
cretary's office,  be  referred  to  the  same  commit- 
tee, and  that  they  be  instructed  to  report  gjeo* 
eraily  thereom 


Monday,  November  Y. 

Th^  Sejiate  proceeded  to  ckss  the  Senators 
from  the  State  of  Vermont,  in  conformity  to  tht 
resolution  of  the  14th  of  May,  1789,  and  as  the 
Constitution  requires.    Whereupon, 

No.  3  and  a  blank  were,  by  the  Secretary,  put 
into  th6  box,  when  Mr.  Robinson  drew  the  Dknk, 
and  Mr.  Bradley  drew  No.  3;  Mr.  Bradley  is 
accordingly  of  the  class  whose  seats  will  be  va- 
cated in  the  Senate  at  the  expiration  of  four  years 
from  BSarch,  1791. 
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The  numbers  1  and  2  were  then  put  into  the 
box.  when  Mr.  Robinson  drew  No.  1,  who  is  ac- 
corain^y  of  the  class  whose  seats  will  be  vacated 
in  the  Senate  at  the  expiration  of  six  years  from 
March,  1791. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
infoited  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
ativfl^ave  a^eed  to  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  biU  granting  further  time  for  making 
return  of  the  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  in 
the  district  of  South  Carolina;  and  they  have  or- 
dered that  a  committee  be  appointed,  jointly, 
with  such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate,  for  the  purpose  of  enrdled 
bills. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  order  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  appointing  a  joint 
Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  and  it  was  agreed 
to;  and,  ordered,  that  Mr.  Rutherfurd  be  of  the 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the  House 
of  Representatives  with  the  a^eement  of  the  Se- 
nate, to  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  for 
thepurpose  abovementioned. 

Tne  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
was  read,  as  follows: 

The  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  and  President 
of  the  Senate,  the  Chief  Justice,  the  Secretary  of 
State,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Attorney 
<}en«ral,  respectftUly  report  to  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  of  America: 

That,  pursuant  to  the  act,  entitled  **  An  act  making 
provision  for  the  redaction  of  the  public  debt;"  and,  in 
conformity  to  two  resolutions  agreed  upon  by  them,  one 
on  the  fifteenth  day  of  January,  another  on  &e  fifteentii 
day  of  August  last,  and  severally  approred  by  the  Pre- 
skient  of  the  Uniteid  States,  they  have  caused  purchases 
of  the  said  debt  to  be  made,  through  the  agency,  respect- 
ively, of  Samuel  Meredith,  Treasurer  of  the  United 
StatOB,  William  Seton,  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  New 
York,  Benjamin  Lincoln,  Cdlector  of  the  dirtrict  of 
Boston  and  Charlestown,  and  William  Heth,  Collector 
of  the  district  of  Bermuda  Hundred,  to  the  amount  of 
.eight  hundred  fi%-two  thousand  six  hundred  seventy- 
seven  dollars  and  forty-six  cents,  and  for  which  there 
Inve  been  paid  five  hundred  forty-eight  thousand  nine 
hundred  twenty-four  dollars  and  fourteen  cents,  in  specie ; 
as  will  more  particularly  appear  by  the  several  docu- 
ments No.  1  to  8,  here^th  submitted  as  a  part  of  this 
report,  and  which  specify  the  nlaces  where,  the  times 
when,  ihe  prices  at  which,  and  me  persons  of  whom,  Uie 
saidpurdbaBes  have  been  made. 

That,  though  the  statements  of  William  Seton  and 
Benjamin  Lincoln  have  not  yet  passed  through  the 
Ibrms  of  a  settlement,  it  appears,  by  the  document  No. 
8,  being  a  certified  transcript  ^m  the  books  of  the 
Treasury,  that  the  amount  of  the  stock,  by  them  respect- 
ively reported  to  have  been  purchased,  has  been  duly 
transferred  to  the  said  books. 

That  the  purchases  now,  and  heretofore  reported, 
amount  in  the  whole  to  one  million  one  hundred  thirty- 
one  thousand  three  hundred  sixty-four  doUajrs,  and 
seventy-six  cents,  for  which  there  have  been  paid  six 
hundred  ninety-nine  thousand  one  hundred  sixty-three 
dollars,  and  thirty-eigfat  cents  in  specie. 

Signed  in  behalf  of  the  Board: 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
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Ordertd^  That  the  Report  and  papers 
to  lie  for  consideration. 


referred 


TuBSDAY,  November  8. 

No  business  appears  to  have  been  done  in  the 
Senate  to-day,  except  the  receiving  and  signing 
engrossed  bills. 

Wednesday,  November  9. 

Oliver  Ellsworth,  from  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut, attended,  and  took  his  seat. 
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Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Fbw,  Strong,  aad  But- 
ler, be  a  committee  to  report  a  bill  aathorizing 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  to  settle  the  ac- 
counts  or  Joseph  Pamiill. 


Thursday,  November  10. 

James  Gunn,  from  the  Sitate  of  Cteoirgia,  attend- 
ed,  and  took  his  seat. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

Gmtlemtn  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Houee  of  Repreeentativee  : 

Tke  resolutiim  pMsed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress* 
ieqiia«ting  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause 
an  eotimate  to  be  laid  before  Congress,  at  their  next 
session,  of  the  qnanti^  and  situation  of  the  lands  not 
daioLed  l^  the  Indians,  nor  granted  to,  nor  claimed  bj, 
any  of  the  citisens  of  the  United  States,  within  the  ler- 
ntoi3r  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  and  within  the  territory  of  the  United  States 
nortlaweat  of  the  river  Ohio,  has  been  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  State ;  a  copy  of  whose  report  on  that  sub- 
ject £  now  lay  before  you,  together  with  the  copy  of  a 
letter  accompanying  it. 

O.  WASHINGTON. 

UariTBB  Statks,  November  10, 1791. 

Tlie  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 

A  letter  from  Captain  O'Brien,  respecting  the 
American  prisoners  at  Algiers,  was  read;  and  or- 
dered to  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  4th  of  November  on  the  petition  oi  Uharles 
Colville,  and  to  whom  were  also  referred  the  pa- 
persTespeetin^  the  prisoners,  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  at  Algiers. 

Friday,  November  11. 

Mr.  Few,  from  the  committee  appointed  for 
that  purpose,  reported  a  bill  to  empower  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  to  settle  the  ac- 
counts of  Joseph  Pannill. 

Ordered^  That  this  report  lie  for  consideration. 


Monday,  November  14. 

The  following  Message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  was  received : 

Oentiemen  of  the  SenaUy  and 

of  the  House  of  Rqpreeentatwee : 

I  have  received  from  the  Governor  of  Virginia  a  Reso- 
hitum  of  the  General  Assembly  of  that  Commonwealths 
ratifying  the  ibst  article  of  the  amendments  proposed 
by  Congress  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  State*. 
A  copy  of  which,  and  of  the  letter  accompanying  it,  I 
now  uay  before  you. 

Sundry  papen,  relating  to  the  pordiase,  by  Judge 
SN^mmes,  of  the  lands  <m  the  Great  Miami,  having  been 
communicated  to  me,  I  have  thought  it  propw  to  lay 
the  same  before  you,  for  your  information  on  that  sub- 
ject. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

UviTBD  Statxs,  November  II,  1791. 

The  Resolution  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  refer- 
red to  in  the  Message,  is  as  follows: 


br  THX  Housx  or  Dklsoatss, 

Tuesday,  October  25,  1791. 

Resolved,  That  the  first  article  of  the  amendments 

groposed  by  Congress  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
tales  be  ratified  by  tins  Commonwealth. 

Test,        CHARLES  HAY,  C.  H.  D. 
November  8,  1791 — Agreed  to  by  the  Senate.^  • 

H.  BR00KE;A  S. 

^' 

The  Message  and  papers  were  read ;  and  ord<^ed 
to  lie  for  consideration. 

Ordered.  That  Charles  Hateley  have  leave  to 
withdraw  his  petitions. 

The  petition  of  Alexander  Anderson^  and  others, 
in  behalf  of  the  distillers  of  Philadelphia,  was  read, 
praying  for  such  amendments  as  may  be  judfi^ 
expedient  to  the  act  repealing,  after  the  last  day 
of  June  next,  the  duties  heretofore  laid  upon  dis- 
tilled spirits  imported  from  abroad,  and  laying 
others  m  their  stead;  and  also  upon  spirits  dis- 
tiljied  within  the  United  States,  and  for  appropri- 
ating the  same. 

Orderedy  That  this  petition  lie  oh  the  table. 

The  bill  to  empower  the  Comptroller  oi  the 
Treasury  to  settle  the  accounts  of  Joseph  Pannill, 
was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  pass  to  the 
second  reading. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  on  the 
petition  or  John  Mangnall,  was  read;  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Morris,  from  the  committee  appointed  for 
that  purpose,  reported  a  bill  respecting  Consuls  and 
Vice  Consuls,  which  was  read  the  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 


TcTBSDAT,  November  15.  • 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  for  authorizing  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury  to  settle  the  accounts  of  Joseph  PannilL 

Ordered,  That  the  biU  be  committea  to  Messrs. 
Burr,  Wingatb,  and  Sherman,  to  examine  into 
the  state  of  facts,  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  respecting  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  and. 
after  progress,  the  further  consideration  thereot 
was  postponea. 

Mr.  Rutherford,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed the  first  instant  for  that  purpose,  reported  a  biU 
to  determine  die  time  of  choosing  Electors  of 
President  and  Vice  President,  and  the  bill  was 
read  the  first  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  second  read- 
ing, and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  it  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate. 


Wednesday,  November  16. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  concerning  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  and  or- 
dered that  it  l^  committed  to  Messrs.  Burr,  Ells- 
worth. Strong,  Morris,  and  Monroe,  to  report 
generally  thereon. 

^  Thursday,  November  17. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bfll  to  determine  the  time  of  choosing  Elect- 
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ors  of  President  and  Vice  Piresident;  and,  after 
progress,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
posqyoned' until  to-morrow. 


Ftiii»AT,.Nore]nber  18. 

AjfcttfeT  fh)m  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States 
ot  tp^date,  with  his  account  of  payments  and  re- 
ceipts in  indents  of  interest  to  the  30th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1791,  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  con* 
aideration. 

A  Letter  from  the  President  of  the  General  As- 
aeoftUy  of  the  French  colonv  of  St.  Domingo, 
qq4aining  the  reasons  of  the  late  embargo  on  the 
Asierican  shipping  at  that  island,  dbc,  was  read; 
and  ordei^  to  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Uepreseot- 
atiyes. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  to  determine  the  time  for  choosing  Electors 
oi  President  and  Vice  President,  and,  after  agree- 
ing to  sundry  amendments.  Ordered,  that  it  t^  rer 
committed,  and  that  Messrs.  KiNa  and  Bcm4ER  be 
added  to  the  committee. 

A  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of 
this  date,  together  with  a  Return  of  the  Imports  of 
the  United  States,  was  read;  and  ordered  to  lie 
for  consideration. 


Monday,  November  21. 

The  Senate  assembled,  but  the  committees  not 
being  ready  to  report,  no  business  was  done. 


TiTBSDAY,  Norember  22. 
Mr.  RuTHBRFUBD,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  to  determine  the  time  of 
choosinff  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President, 
reported  several  smendments,  which  were  agrees 
to,  and  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was 
postponed. 

Wbdn BMWL7,  November  93. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
WH  for  determining  the  time  of  choosingElectors 
of  President  and  Vice  President  of  toe  United 
States: 

Ordered^  That  the  MH  be  recommitted,  and 
that  the  committee  be  instructed  to  report  a 
clause,  making  proTision  for  the  administration 
of  Government,  in  case  of  vacancies  in  the  offices 
of  President  and  Vice  President. 

Thursdat^  November  24. 

A  Letter  from  the  Secretanr  of  the  Treasury 
was  read,  with  an  estimate  exnibitins  the  value 
at  the  sereral  places  of  shipment  or  all  foreign 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  tne 
United  States  duringthe  year  ending  on  the  30th 
day  of  September.  1790,  conformably  to  the  order 
of  the  Senate  of  the  16th  of  February,  1791. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Report  of  the  Secreinry  of  War,  in  pursu- 
iaee  of  the  order  of  the  Beoate,  on  the  petitions  of 
BtK&ird  Sllioly  Samuel  Wise,  Baq«tiiB>  Hugor^ 


John  Bush,  Charles  Motte,  and  Richard  ShcMck, 
was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  and  petitions  lie  on 
the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
informed  tne  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act 
a^KNTtioning  Representatives  among  the  people 
of  the  several  States,  according  to  the  first:  enQu 
meration;^  in  which  they  desire  the  coneuivence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  as  follows: 

An  Act  apportioBmg  Representiitivev  among  4ie  people 
of  tho BtveraL Statsa^. aoeoiding  tothe fint anuiaera- 
tiont' 

Be  U  en&Bted  W  the  Smute  amd  H&tueef  Beprm 
mUtOimB  ef  the  Vkieed  SMer  of  Amenea  in  Cem 
0^  a$$ei9Mid,  Tk^  tnm  sad  aftw  tlw  dd  daj  «f 
Mtfrch,  1793,  and,  until  otherwise  piondcid  for  bf'  )wm 
mgneMf  to^tho-GonstitatKm'of  ths  Uiiitsd  StateSylln 
Ho^se  of  RepreMutctivM  shsU  be  cmnpotcid  of  SMiiaMM 
wlky  shiH  have  been  siHMMi  by*  the  people  of  the- ssfend 
StMes^  in  the  ptiq[»ortionof  one  Ilepieoeiitative4brevei«f 
durt]f  thouiMnd  fefmmMiCotkfnuA  aeooiding  to  themle 
prescribed  by  the  Conititution  of  the  United  StaiMM 
that  is  to  sa9^  from  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  four 
members,  the  State  of  Maasaefaasetts  fifteen,  tii»  Slate 
of  Connecticnt  aeven,  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  two,  the 
State  of  Vermont  two,  the  State  of  New  York  eleven, 
the  State  of  New  Jersev  five,  the  State  of  PennsylviniA 
fourteen,  the  State  of  Delawtee  one,  tiie  Sti^  of  Mby- 
land  nine,  the  State  of  Virginia  twentj^ne.  tiie  State 
of  Kentucky  two,  ^  State  of  North  Caiolhia  eleven^ 
and  the  State  of  Georgfia  two  member*. 

Bno.2.  And  be  U  farther  enaetedyThB^i^Pnridmit 
of  the  United  States,  as  sotm  as  the  Manhol  of  dM  State 
of  South  Carolina  shall  have  transmitted  to  hha  letmna 
pursuant  to  the  provisieBe  by  law  for  an  enumeration 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  shall  cause  the 
Executive  of  the  said  State  to  be  notified  of  the  number 
of  Remesentatives  to  be  elected  wilhiB  the  said-Slate, 
aeoonhBf  to  the  proportion  aforesaid. 

Ordered,  Tliat  tMs  bill  pass  to  a  second  reacKng; 


Friday,  November  25. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  rf 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  apportioning  Representa- 
tives am<mg  the  peof^e  of  the  several  States, 
according  to  the  first  enumeration;"  and,  aite 
debate,  the  further  consideratioB  thereof  war  poet» 
poned. 

The  petition  of  WUtiam  W.  Snth^  for  himBclf, 
id  as  administiator  of  Gilbert  Tenaat^  and  mi 
^alf  of  George  Honter,  attomejr  fl9  Josepih 
Baker,  was  read,  prating,  for  the  payment  of  oer* 
tain  balances  due  to  the  surgiHMis  in  the  general 
hospital  during  the  late  war. 
^Wcfer«£^  Thmt  the  petitioife  bowferred  •»  the 
Seerelary  of  the  Treasury,  to  report  thereof  td 
theSeuste. 


and 


IfofViiAV,  November  28. 

A  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of 
the  S^th,  with  a  return  of  the  tonnage  of  aU  the 
Tessels  employ^  in  the  import,  coasting,  and  fi^- 
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ing  trades,  of  the  United  Statevfor  one  year,  end- 
ing the  30th  of  September,  1790,  was  communi- 
cated. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  and  return  lie  for  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Burr,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
reiferred  the  hill  concerniog  Consuls  and  Vice  Con- 
8ui&  reported  amendments,  which  being  agreed  to, 
tbe  bill  WAS  ordered  to  a  tiird  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  apsortioaing  Repre- 
sentatives among  the  people  of  toe  several  States, 
according  to  the  first eniimeratioD,''  was  taken  up; 
and  orderad  to  be  prkited  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 
Mr.  RoTHSRPDRD,  from  t^e  committee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  bill,  to  determine  the  time  of 
choosing  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States,  reported  amendments,  which 
were  read;  and,  Ordered,  that  the  bill,  as  proposed 
to  be  amended,  be  printed. 


TusBOAT,  Novemb^  29. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill  concermng  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls ;  and, 
after  agreeing  to  sundry  amendments, 

JResSved,  That  this  bill  pass;  that  the  title 
thereof  be  "An  act  concerning  Consuls  and  Vice 
Consuls;"  that  it  be  engrossed,  and  that  the  Secre- 
tarjf  carry  it  lo  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
desire  their  concurrence. 

The  bill  is  as  follows: 

An  Act  oonoeming  Consuls  and  Vioe  CoasoLi. 

For  canTtng  into  full  ^ect  the  Convention  between 
Yum  Most  Christian  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  entered  into  for  the  pwrpoee  of  defining  and 
eeti^liahing  the  fimetions  and  privileges  of  their  re- 
speotive  Cononli  and  Vice  Contole*- 

Be  it  enaded  by  ike  Senate  and  House  of  Ra^re- 
tentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Con- 
gress  assembled.  That  where,  in  me  seventh  article  of 
the  said  Convention,  it  is  agreed  that  when  there  oball 
be  no  oonanl  or  vice  oonsni  of  the  Moet  ChzMan  King, 
to  attend  to  the  saving  of  the  wreck  of  any  Freneh  ves- 
•el  struidBd  on  the  coasts  cf  the  United  States,  or  that 
the  reaidenoe  of  the  said  consul  or  vice  consul  (he  not 
being  at  the  place  of  Uie  wreck)  shall  be  more  distant 
fiom  the  said  pkoe  than  that  of  the  competent  judge  of 
the  eountiy,  the  latter  shall  immediately  proceed  to  per- 
Ibtm  the  offiee  therein  prescribed;  the  district  judge  of 
&e  United  States  of  the  district  in  which  such  wreck 
shall  happen,  shall  proceed  therein  according  to  the  tenor 
<^  the  aud  article.  The  district  judges  (xf  the  United 
States  shall  also,  wilhia  their  fsspeotive  districts,  be  the 
competent  jadges  for  the  parposes  expressed  in  the  ninth 
article  of  the  sud  Convention,  and  it  shall  be  incumbent 
on  them  to  give  aid  to  the  consuls  and  vice  consuls  of 
his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  in  arresting  and  securing 
deserters  from  vessels  of  the  French  nation,  according 
to  the  tenor  of  the  said  article. 

And  where,  by  any  article  of  the  said  Convention,  the 
consuls  and  vice  consuls  of  his  Most  Christian  Muesty 
are  entitled  to  the  aid  of  the  competent  executive  omcers- 
of  the  country,  in  the  execution  of  any  precept,  the 
manhab  of  the  United  States,  and  tbeir  deputies,  shall, 
within  their  respective  district  be  the  competent  oA- 
eers,  and  shall  give  their  aid  accovdtng  le  the  tenor  «f 
die  stipulations. 


Aad  wfaeaviar  conunitments  to  the  jails  of  tthe  oonn- 
tiy  shaU  become  Deceasary,  in  pumuanoe  of  any  slipar 
lalion  of  te  said  Conveatioii,  they  shall  be  to  each  ^ils 
within  the  respective  districts  as  other  commitments  mip 
dw  tile  authority  of  the  UmtedSCatesare  by  law  made. 

And,  lor  tiie  diieetioa  of  the  consuls  and  vise  consuls 
of  die  United  States,  in  oertain  cases,. 

Bwi.2.  Beiienactedhyiheauihgrityafore$aii*^Xhai/t 
they  shall  have  right  in  the  ports  or  places  to  whidL  ^>ey 
•re  or  may  beiseiiecally  amiointedy  of  receiving  the  ||pa^ 
tests  or  declarations,  whicn  such  captains,  masters,  orows^ 
passengeesy  andmerckaots>  as  are  eitinns  of  the  United 
States,  may  respeetivety  efaoose  to^make  there ;  and  the 
copies  af  ttie  eud  acts,  duly  andieBlioBted  ixf  the  aaid 
oeeeals  or  vice  eonsals,.u(nder  the  seal  of  thoff  cansor 
lates,  respeelivetf,  shall  receive  fiuth  in  lam  equally las 
thek  originals  would  in  all  oemrts  in  the  United  States* 
It  shall  be  their  duty,  where  the  laws  ef  the  country 
pennit,  to  take  poeseesion  ef  the  penonal  estate  left  by 
any  citken  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  die  within 
their  oensalate,  leaving -there  no  legal  reprasealaliwe, 
paxiner  in  trade,  or  Iniatee  by  him  ^ipointed  to  take 
eare  of  his  efiects;  diey  shall  inmntoiy  the  same^  wilh 
the  assistance  of  two  miarohanto  of  the  United  States, 
or,  for  want  of  theai,  of  any  othen  at  thor  choice ;  shall 
ooUeot  the  debts  dne  to  the  deceased,  in  the  eountiy 
where  he  died,  and  pay  the  debts  due  from  his  ertate, 
whick-he  ahaM  have  there  contracted;  shall  eeU,  at  ano- 
tion,  after  reasonaUe  publio  nMioe,.  such  pait  of  the  estate 
aetahall  be  of  a  perishaUe  naten,  and  sn^  ftirther  part, 
if  any,  as  shall  be.neceanry  for  the  payment  of  hie  debts, 
and  at  the  expiration  of  one  year  from  his  decease^  the 
residae ;  and  the  balance.of  tSie  estate  they  diaU  trana- 
mittotheTrassaiyof  the  United  States,  to  beholdeB 
in  trust  for  the  l^pal  ckdmants.  But  i^  at  any  time  be- 
fore sach  transmiasioa,  :die  legal  representative  of  the 
deoeaaed  shall  appear  and  demead  hie  affiMsts  in  ^mt 
hands,  diey  ahaM  deliv«r,the»  ^p,  being  paid  their <foes» 
and  ehall  eeaee  their  proceedings. 

For  the  infoooiation  of  the  representative  of  the  de- 
ceased, it  shall  be  the  duly  of  the  coasnl  or  vice  oeneni, 
authorized  to  proceed  as  aforesaid  in  the  settlemenlof 
his  aetata,  immediately  to  notify  his  deadiin  one  of  the 
gaaettaw  published  in  the  oNMulate,  and  ako  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  State,  that  the  same  may  be  •nodfiedin  the 
State  to  which  the  deceased  shaU  b«Jong;  andheebiU 
also,  as  soon  as  may  be,  transmit  to  the  Secretary  «f 
State  an  inventory  of  the  e0MStaDf  the  deeeased^itakasi 
as  before  directed. 

I^c.d.  Andbe  it  fiuiher  enaetedf  That  the  said  con- 
sols and  iite  oonasls,  in  easee  where  ehips  or  vasaelB 
of  the.United  States. shall  be  stcanded  on  the  ceaetaof 
tiieir  caasalatas,  iespectiffaly>  shall,  as  for  as  thedaws 
of  the  country  witt  penait,  take  proper  messures,  as 
well  for  the  pnrpoee.  of  >  saving  the  said  ships  or  vcooelsi 
their  cargoes  anid  appurtonaaces,  as  for  storing  and  ee- 
^nring  the  efiecto  and  aiarchandisesaiKed,aikd  for  taking 
an  inventCHnr  or  inveatoriee  tiiereef ;  and  the  merchan- 
dise end  eflecta  saved,  with  the  inventory  or  invent9iMS 
thereall  taken  aa  afoeesaid,  shall,  after  deducting  there- 
firmn  die  expanse,  be  dehwered  to  the  owner  or  owners : 
Prmided,  That  no  oonsul  or  vice  consul  shall  have  au- 
thority to  take  posseenion  of  any  such  goods,  wares, 
merchandise,  or  other  property,  when  the  master,  owner, 
or  eonsigswe  thereof  is  present  or  capable  ef  takimg  poe- 
seesion ef  the  same. 

Sbo.  4.  Andbe  it  fi$rther  enacted,  That  it  sh^  sted 
may- be  lawful  for  ewiy  consul  aad  vice  eoneul  of  the 
Uniled  States  to  take  aad  receive  the  foUowmg  foeaaf 
cAc%  for  the  aerriMe  ha  shall  have  peifomed : 
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For  antbentiaitmg,  under  die  conenfaff  seel,  eiaiT 
proCeit,  dedenUkm,  depofhum,  or  odier  act,  wfakh  eoa 
CKfUuDM,  nuulcn,  mumean,  anmen,  peeMngen,  mer- 
diAiite,  or  oChen,  as  are  citiBem  of  toe  Unitod  States, 
mirr  lespectiiely  diooee  to  make,  the  sum  of  two  doBais. 

For  tne  takmg  into  possesson,  inTentotying,  selling, 
and  inaOy  settling  and  paying,  or  transmitting,  as  afore- 
balance  due  on  die  personal  estate  kA  by  any 
of  the  United  States,  who  shall  die  within  the 
of  his  consolate,  fire  per  centom  on  the  gross 
It  of  soch  estate. 

For  taking  into  possession,  and  otherwise  proceeding 
on,  any  such  estate  whidi  sludl  be  delivered  over  to  the 
legal  lepi esentmtive  befose  a  final  settlement  of  the  same, 
as  is  hereinb^bre  directed,  two  and  a  Imlf  per  eenivm 
on  soch  part  dehrered  over  as  shall  not  be  in  money, 
and  Itwt  per  eenium  on  the  gross  amount  of  the  residne. 

And  it  shall  be  the  duty  oi  the  consuls  and  vice  con- 
suls of  the  United  States  to  give  reoeipU  for  all  foes 
which  they  shall  receiTe  by  virtue  of  this  act,  express- 
ing the  particular  services  for  vrhich  they  are  paid. 

Sbc.  5.  And  be  iijurtker  enaeUd,  That,  in  case  it  be 
found  necessary  for  the  interest  of  die  United  States, 
diat  a  consul  or  consuls  be  appointed  to  reside  on  the 
coast  of  Baibary,  die  President  be  auAoriied  to  aDow 
an  annual  sakij,  not  exceeding  two  thousand  doUais, 
to  eadi  person  so  to  be  appointed :  Provided,  That  such 
salary  be  not  allowed  to  more  than  one  consul  for  any 
one  of  the  States  on  the  said  coast 

Sxc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every  consul 
and  vice  consul  diall,  before  diejr  enter  on  the  execu- 
tion of  dieir  trusts,  or  if  afaready  m  die  execution  of  the 
same,  within  one  year  fifom  dM  passing  of  this  act,  or 
if  resident  in  Asia,  within  two  years,  give  bond,  with 
such  sureties  as  shaU  be  a|^proved  by  tibe  Secretary  of 
State,  in  a  sum  of  not  less  than  two  thousand,  nor  more 
dian  ten  thousand  doHars,  conditioned  for  the  true  and 
foilhftil  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office  according  to 
law ;  and  also  for  truly  accounting  for  aU  moneys,  goods, 
and  effiMsts,  vrhich  may  come  into  his  possession  by  vir- 
tue of  this  act,  and  the  said  bond  shall  be  lodged  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Sbc.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  to  prevent 
the  mariners  and  seamen  employed  in  vessels  belonging 
to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  in  cases  of  shipwreck, 
sickness,  or  captivity,  from  suflfering  in  foreign  ports,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  consuls  and  vice  conrals,  re- 
spectively, from  time  to  time,  to  provide  for  them  in  the 
most  reasonable  manner,  at  die  expense  of  the  United 
States,  subject  to  sudi  instructions  as  the  Secretary  of 
State  shall  give,  and  not  exceeding  an  aDowance  of 
twelve  cents  to  a  man  per  diem  /  and  all  masters  and 
commanders  of  vessels  belonging  to  citiiens  of  the  United 
States,  and  bound  to  some  port  of  the  same,  are  hereby 
required  and  enjoined  to  take  such  mariners  or  seamen 
on  board  of  ihmt  ships  or  vessels,  at  the  request  of  the 
said  consuls  or  vice  consuls,  re^>ective^,  and  to  trans- 
poft  them  to  the  port  in  the  Umted  States  to  which  such 
ships  or  vessels  may  be  bound,  free  of  cost  or  charge ; 
but  that  the  said  mariners  or  seamen  shaD,  if  aUe,  be 
bound  to  do  duty  on  board  such  ships  or  vessels,  accord- 
ing to  dieir  several  abilities :  Promded,  That  no  master 
or  captain  of  any  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  obliged  to  tik^ 
a  greater  number  than  two  men  to  every  one  hundred 
tons  burdien  of  soad  ship  or  vessel,  on  any  one  voyage : 
and  if  any  such  captain  or  master  shall  reAise  the  same, 
on  the  request  or  order  of  the  consul  or  vice  consul,  such 
captain  or  master  shaU  forfoit  and  pay  die  sum  of  thirty 
dsilars  for  eadi  mariner  or  seaman  so  refosed ;  to  be  re- 
covered for  dko  benefit  «f  die  United  States^  b^  dM  pftid 


consul  or  vice  consul,  in  his  own  name,  in  any  court  of 
competent  jurisdiction. 

Sbc  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  dtixens  of 
die  United  States  appointed  to  rende  in  finetgn  ports 
and  places  as  consuls  or  vice  consuls  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  enabled  to  own  any  sh^  or  vessels  in  their  own 
names,  respectively,  or  in  partnership  vrith  any  other 
citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States  residing  withm 
the  said  States,  and  be  entided  to  all  the  prifilqges  and 
advantages  in  regard  to  such  sh^  or  vessels,  as  if  sudi 
consub  or  vice  consuls,  owning  said  ships  or  vesstis, 
actually  resided  within  any  port  or  place  within  the 
United  States ;  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sbc.  9.  And  be  it  further  enaettd.  That  where  a  ship 
or  vessel  belonging  to  citizens  of  die  United  States  is 
9tAA  in  a  fineign  port  or  place,  the  master,  unless  the 
crew  are  liable  by  their  contract,  or  do  consent  to  be  dis- 
charged there,  shall  send  them  back  to  the  )^te  where 
they  entered  on  board,  or  furnish  them  vrith  means  suf> 
fident  for  their  return,  to  be  ascertained  by  the  consul 
or  vice  consul  of  die  United  States  having  jurisdiction 
of  the  port  or  place.  And  in  case  <^  the  master's  re- 
ftisal,  the  said  consul  or  vice  consul  may  (if  the  lavrs  of 
die  land  permit  it)  cause  his  shq>,  goods,  and  person,  to 
be  arrested  and  held  until  he  shall  comj^  vrith  his  dn^ 
herein. 

Sbc.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  specifi- 
cation of  certain  powers  and  duties  in  this  act,  to  be  ex- 
ercised or  performed  by  the  consuls  and  vice  consuls  of 
the  United  States,  shall  not  be  construed  to  the  exdu- 
sion  of  oth«*rs  resulting  from  the  nature  of  their  appoint- 
ments, or  any  treaty  or  convention  under  whidi  they 
may  act 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  to  detennine  the  time  of  choosing  Electors 
of  President  and  Vice  President,  and,  after  agree- 
ing to  sundry  amendments, 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  readinj^  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  apportioning 
Representatiyes  among  the  people  of  the  sevem 
States,  according  to  the  first  enumeration;"  and, 
after  debate,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
p<»tponed. 

Tne  petition  of  John  Arthur  and  others,  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  distillers  of  Geneva  spirits, 
was  read,  in  which  they  pray  for  such  alterations 
in  the  mode  of  collecting  the  excise  on  that  arti- 
cle as  Conmss  may  thimc  expedient. 

Ordered^  That  tne  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Wbdnbsday,  Norember  30. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill  to  determine  the  time  of  choosii^  Electors 
of  President  and  Vice  President,  and,  after  agree- 
ingto  amend  the  same. 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass ;  that  the  title  thereof 
be  "An  act  relative  to  the  election  of  a  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and  de- 
claring the  officer  who  shall  act  as  President  m 
case  01  vacancies  in  the  offices  both  of  President 
and  Vice  President;''  that  the  bill  be  engrossed, 
and  that  the  Secretary  desire  the  concurrence  ok 
the  House  of  Representatives  therein. 

Th«  ?p^098^  bill  is  as  foUows: 
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An  Act  relatiTe  to  the  election  of  a  P^reiident  and  Yioe 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  declaring  the  offi- 
cer who  shall  act  as  President  in  case  of  vacancies  in 
the  offices  both  of  President  and  Vice  President 
Be  it  matted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rapre- 
sentathea  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  von- 
eress  assembled,  That,  except  in  case  of  an  election  of  a 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  prior 
to  the  ordinary  period,  as  hereinafter  specified.  Electors 
shall  be  app<rinted  in  each  State,  foi  the  dection  of  a 
Ptesidont  and  Vioe  Prendent  of  tlw  United  States,  with- 
in thirtj-fonr  days  preceding  the  first  Wednesday  in  De- 
eember,  1793,  and  within  thirty-fom  days  preceding  the 
first  Wednesday  in  December  in  every  fourth  y«ai  suc- 
ceeding the  last  election, 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Electors 
shall  meet  and  give  their  votes  on  the  said  first  Wednes- 
day in  December,  at  snch  place  in  each  State  as  shall  be 
dirocted  by  the  authority  thereof;  and  the  Electors  in 
eadi  State  shall  make  and  sign  three  certificates  of  all 
die  votes  by  them  given,  and  shall  seal  up  the  same, 
certifying  on  each  that  a  list  of  the  votes  of  such  State 
for  President  and  Vice  President  is  contained  therein ; 
and  shall,  by  writing,  under  theb  hands,  or  under  the 
hands  of  a  majority  of  them,  ^ipoint  a  person  to  take 
charge  of  and  deliver  to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  at 
the  seat  of  Government,  before  the  first  Wednesday  in 
January  then  next  ensuing,  one  of  the  said  certificates ; 
and  the  said  Electors  shall  forthwith  forward,  by  the  post 
office,  to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  at  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment, one  other  of  the  said  certificates,  and  shall 
fi»thvnth  cause  the  other  of  the  said  certificates  to  be 
delivered  to  the  Judge  of  that  district  in  wbldi  the  said 
Electors  shall  assemble. 

Sjbc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Execu- 
tive authority  of  each  State  shall  cause  three  lists  of  the 
names  of  the  Electors  of  such  State  to  be  made  and  cer- 
tified, and  to  be  delivered  to  the  Electors  on  or  before 
the  said  first  Wednesday  in  December,  and  the  said 
Electors  idiall  annex  one  of  the  said  lists  to  each  of  the 
lists  of  their  votes. 

Sxc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  a  list  of 
votes  horn  any  State  shall  not  have  been  received  at 
tiie  seat  of  Govenunent  on  the  said  first  Wednesday  in 
January,  that  then  the  Secretarr  of  State  shall  send  a 
special  messenger  to  the  district  judge  in  whose  custody 
such  list  shall  have  been  lodged,  who  shall  forthwi^ 
transmit  the  same  to  the  seat  of  Government. 

Sec  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  Congress 
shall  be  in  session  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  Febru- 
ary, 1798,  and  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  February 
suceeediiig  every  meeting  of  the  Electors ;  and  the  said 
certificates,  or  so  many  of  them  as  shall  have  been  re- 
ceived, shall  then  be  <^»ened,  the  votes  counted,  and  the 
persons  who  shall  fill  the  offices  of  President  and  Vice 
rnsident  asoartained  and  deelaied,  agreeably  to  tiie 
Constitation. 

Sxc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  case  there 
shall  be  no  President  of  the  Senate  at  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment, on  the  arrival  of  the  persons  intrusted  with 
the  lists  of  the  votes  of  the  Electors,  then  sudi  persons 
•hall  deliver  the  lists  of  votes  in  their  custody  into  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  be  safoly  kept  and 
defivered  over,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  the  President  of 
the  Senate. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  itfitrther  enacted,  That  the  persons 
appointed  by  tiie  Electors  to  deliver  ^  listo  of  votes  to 
iSke  President  of  the  Senate,  shall  be  allowed,  on  the 
delivery  of  the  said  lists,  twen^-five  cents  for  every  mile 
pf  the  eithMltd  dirMMioe,  by  the  mMt  wmd  road,  from 


the  place  of  meeting  of  ^e  Electors  to  the  seat  of  Go- 
vernment of  the  United  States. 

Sec  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  perw 
son  appointed  to  deliver  the  votes  of  the  Electors  to  the 
President  of  the  Senate,  shall,  after  accepting  of  his  ap- 
pointment neglect  to  perform  the  services  required  of 
him  by  this  act,  he  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  cme  ttkoustnd 
doUars.  >%r» 

Sec.  9.  And  be  itjurther  enacted.  That  in  case  of  .^ 
moval,  death,  resignation,  or  inabihtjr,  both  of  the  Presi*  , 
dent  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  the  Presi-  > 
dent  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore,  and  in  case  there  shall 
be  no  President  of  the  Senate,  then  the  Speaker  of  the. 
House  of  Representatives  for  the  time  b^ng,  diall  act 
as  President  of  the  United  States,  until  the  disability  be 
removed,  or  a  President  shall  be  elected. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted.  That  whenever 
the  offices  of  President  and  Vice  President  diall  botii 
become  vacant,  the  Secretary  of  State  shall  for^with 
cause  a  notification  thereof  to  be  made  to  the  Executive 
of  evei^  State,  and  shall  also  cause  the  same  to  be  pub- 
lished m  at  least  one  of  the  newspapers  printed  in  eadi 
State,  specifying  that  Electors  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  appointed  or  duMen  in  the  seve- 
ral States  within  thirty-four  days  preceding  the  first 
Wednesday  in  December  then  next  ensuing :  Provided, 
There  shall  be  the  space  of  two  months  between  the 
date  of  snch  notification  and  the  said  first  Wednesday 
in  December;  but  if  there  diall  rkot.be  the  space  of  two 
months  between  the  date  of  such  notification  and  the 
first  Wednesday  in  December,  and  if  the  term  for  which 
the  President  and  Vice  President  last  in  office  vrere 
elected  shall  not  expire  on  the  third  day  of  March  next 
ensuing,  then  the  Secretary  of  State  shall  specify  in  the 
notification  that  the  Electors  shall  be  appointed  or  chosen 
within  thirty-four  days  preceding  the  first  Wednesday 
in  December,  in  the  year  next  eruming,  within  which 
time  the  Electors  shall  aocOTdingly  be  appointed  or  cho- 
sen ;  and  the  Electors  shaU  meet  and  give  their  votes  on 
the  said  first  Wednesday  in  December,  and  the  proceed- 
ings and  duties  of  the  said  Electors,  and  others,  shall  be 
pursuant  to  the  directions  prescrU>ed  in  this  act 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  only 
evidence  of  a  refusal  to  accept,  or  of  a  resignation  o^ 
the  office  of  President  or  Vice  President,  shall  be  an  in- 
strument in  writing  declaring  the  same,  and  subscribed 
by  the  person  r^iosing  to  accept,  or  resigning,  as  the 
case  may  be,  and  delivered  into  the  office  of  the  Seor^ 
tary  of  State. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  term  of 
four  years,  for  which  a  President  and  Vice  President 
shall  be  elected,  shall,  in  all  cases,  commence  on  the 
fourth  day  of  March  next  succeeding  the  day  on  whiok 
the  votes  of  the  Electors  shall  have  been  given. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  apportioninfi^ 
Representatives  among  the  people  of  tne  severe 
States,  according  -to  the  first  enumeration;"  and, 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Ellsworth,  Buru,  But- 
LSR,  Strong,  and  Monroe,  he  a  committee  to  revise 
the  apportionment  of  Representatiyes  in  the  bilL 

Thursday,  December  1. 

A  mesBase  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatires  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  certain  widows,  orphans,  invalids, 
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sni  other  persons,"  in  whieh  they  desire  the  jcon- 
currence  of  the  Senate. 
The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  as  follows: 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  certain  widows,  orphans,  inva- 
lids, and  other  persons. 

^U  emaeted  b^  the  Senate  and  Houeeof  MepreeeiU- 
"  the  Vfuted  States  of  America  in  Congnas 
I,  That  the  Cconptroller  of  the  Tioeasury  adjust 
claims  of  the  widows  and  oqihans,  reraectivcly,  as 
case  mAy  be,  of  the  late  Captain  Robert  Lewis,  Colo- 
nel William  Douglass,  Colonel  Owen  Boberts,  Major 
Andiew  Leitdi,  Captain  William  White,  Lieutenant 
John  Harris,  Colonel  WilUam  Bond,  Lieutenant  Wad- 
ktgh  Noytts,  LieutenantpeoloiMi  Bernard  Elliot,  Major 
Samuel  Wise,  Major  Benjamin  Huger,  Lieutenant  John 
Bush,  Msyn  Chaides  Motte,  and  C^>tain  Richard  Shu- 
hru&k,  deceased,  all  of  whom  were  killed  or  died  in  the 
asrviee  of  the  United  States,  for  the  seven  years  half 
piqr  Btipulftted  by  the  resdve  of  Congress  of  the  24th  day 
of  August,  1780 ;  and  that  the  Register  of  tiie  Treasuiy 
do  issue  his  oertifioates  aoeordingly. 

Sac.  3.  And  he  it  furtiter  enacted.  That  the  Seeie- 
tary  of  the  Department  of  War  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
vequiied  to  place  on  the  invalid  list  Timothy  Mix,  dis- 
ahfed  in  the  late  war,  by  the  loss  of  his  right  hand,  while 
in  >  the  service  of  the  United  States,  at  the  rate  of  five 
dollars  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  4th  day  of  Feb- 
suaiT,  lT8d :  That  the  said  Secretary  place  on  the  in- 
valid list  Abel  Tomey,  mariner,  disabled  while  in  ^ 
aeniee  of  the  United  Staites,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1781. 

Sac.  8.  And  be  it  further  enaetedy  That  dieamars 
of  the  said-pensions  be  paid  as  the  laws  direct  in  similar 


fiBC.4.  And  be  it  further  enaetedy  That  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to 
adjust  the  accounts  of  Joseph  Paanill,  a  Lieutenant- 
ooionel  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  daring  the 
late  war,  and  to  allow  him  the  usual  commutation  of 
the  half  pay  for  Mfo  of  a  Lieutenant-colonel ;  and  that 
the  Ragister  of  the  Tieasuiy  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  re- 
quired to  grant  a  certificate  for  the  amount  thereof  ao- 
csrdingly :  That  the  Comptroller  adjust  &a  account  of 
tibe  late  Brigadier^ieneral  De  Haas,  admitting  to  the 
credit  of  the  said  aooonnt  such  sums  as  by  evidence  shall 
appear  to  have  been  advanced  for  the  public  service; 
and  that  the  said  Register  do  grant  a  certificate  for  the 
hakace  due  cm  such  settlement :  That  the  said  Comp- 
tnUer  adjust  the  account  of  Thomas  M'Intire,  a  G^ 
lain  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  dozing  the  Iste 
nar,  and  aUow  him  the  usual  commutation  of  the  hah* 
pay  for  lifo  of  a  captam ;  and  that  the  said  Regiiter  gnot 
a  certificate  for  the  amount  thereof  accordingly. 

Ssc.  5.  And  be  it  further  enaeted.  That  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  required  to 
adjust  the  account  of  Francis  Suzor  Debevero,  a  Sur- 
geon's-mate  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  during 
9ie  late  war,  and  who  remained  in  captivity  to  the  end 
thereof;  and  that  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  required  to  grant  a  certificate  for  the  amount 
which  shall  be  found  due  for  the  services  of  the  said 
Francis  Suzor  Debevero :  That  the  said  Comptroller  ad- 
just the  account  of  Robert  King,  as  a  Lieutenant,  de- 
ranged upon  the  principles  of  the  act  of  the  late  Con- 
gress, passed  the  24th  day  of  November,  1778 ;  and  that 
the  said  Register  grant  a  certificate  accordingly :  ThaX 
iSb»  Comptroller  adjust  the  aooount  of  Lemuel  Sherman, 
as  a  Sailmg^BUMter of  agallayoB  Lake Chan^laini  and 


e»  fuch  talwn  prisoner ;  and  that  14m  laid  .RagTstar.ffi;^^ 
a  certificate  accordiujg^ly. 

Sbc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  there  be 
granted  to  Nicholas  Ferdinand  West&ll,  who  left  the 
British  service  and  joined  the  army  of  the  Uni^  States, 
during  the  Ute  war>  one  hundred  acres  of  unappropri- 
ated land  in  the  western  territory  of  the  United  States, 
liree  of  all  charges ;  and,  also,  the  sum  of  three  hundred 
and  sixty-six  dollars,  out  of  any  money  appropriated  to 
the  contingent  chaiges  of  Government. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  second  reading. 


Fbidat,  December  2. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other  persons.^ 

Ordered^  Th?it  all  bills,  after  the  first  reading, 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 


Mom  DAT,  December  5. 

A  messajge  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  David  Cook  and  Thomas  Campbell  j** 
in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  as  follows: 

An  Actibrtiie  relief  of  David  Cook  and  Thomas  Camp- 

beU. 

Be  it  enacted  bif  the  Senate  and  Howe  ofHweeent' 
aiives  of  the  Untied  States  of  America  tn  Congress 
assembtedy  That  David  Cook,  a  Captain  of  artiUeiy  in 
the  late  war,  and  who,  being  shot  through  the  body  at 
the  battle  of  Monmouth,  is  rendered  incapable  to  obtain 
his  livelihood  by  labor,  shall  be  placed  on  the  pension 
list  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  one- 
third  of  his  monthly  pay  as  a  Captain  of  artillery :  PrO' 
videdy  That  ha  return  into  the  Treasury  office  two-thirds 
o{  his  commutation  of  half  pay,  being  the  proportion  of 
his  pension  to  the  amount  of  his  commutation. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  Thomas 
Campbell  be  placed  on  the  pension  list,  and  that  the  half 
pay  of  a  Captain  of  infantry  be  allowed  to  the  said  Tho- 
mas Campbell,  who  has  been  so  injured  by  repeated 
wounds  in  the  service  of  his  country  that  he  is  unable 
to  support  himself  by  labor ;  the  half  pay  to  commence 
from  ue  3d  day  of  November,  1791 ;  anything  in  the 
ordinance  of  Congress  of  the  11th  day  of  July,  1768, 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  second  readily. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  in  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  ci 
certain  widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other  per- 
sons." 

Ordered,  That  this  biU  be  committed  to  Messrs. 
WiNGATB,  Morris,  and  Gunn,  to  report  generally 
thereon. 

A  Letter  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States 
of  the  3d  instant,  together  with  his  specie  accounts 
made  up  to  the  30th  of  September,  1791,  were 
read;  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration.. 

Mr.  ELLSWORTH,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  apportion- 
ing Representatives  among  the  people  or  the  s^ 
veral  States,  aeooiding  to  the  .first  MuuoMrmticMAy'' 
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reported  amendments;  and,  after  debate,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 


Tuesday,  December  6. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  readin^r  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
David  Cook  ana  Thomas  Campbell;"  and, 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  yesterday  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  bill,  enUtled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
certain  widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other  per- 
sons." to  report  thereon. 

Tne  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  *^  An  act  apportioning  Representatives 
among  the  people  of  the  several  States,  according 
to  the  first  enumeration;"  and,  after  progress,  the 
farther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Butler  reported  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Charles  Col- 
vill,  on  the  4th  of  November  last^  and  to  whom 
was  also  referred  the  communications  relative  to 
the  prisimers  at  Algiers;  and  the  report  being 
read,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  appointed  a  committee  on  tneir 
part,  jointly  with  such  committee  as  shall  be  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  consider  and 
report  to  Congress  the  most  eligible  manner  for 
carryinjT  into  effect  the  Resolution  of  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled,  of  the  17th  of  Au- 

Sist,  1783,  directing  that  an  Equestrian  Statue  of 
eneral  Washington  should  be  erected. 
The  resolution  was  then  read;  and  ordered  that 
the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 


Wednesday,  December  7. 

The  petition  of  William  B.  Qould  was  read, 
praying  that  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  may  be 
empowered  to  adjust  the  accounts  of  his  late 
father,  a  surseon  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  the  deficiency  of  vouchers  notwithstanding. 

On  motion  that  thb  petition  be  referred  to  the 
committee,  appointed  the  5th  of  December,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  bill  sent  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  certain  widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other 
persons,"  it  passed  in  me  ne^tive. 

On  motion  that  the  petition  be  referred  to  a 
special  committee,  it  was  agreed  that  this  motion 
be  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  apportioning  Re- 

S:e8entatives  among  the  people  of  the   several 
tates,  according  to  the  first  enumeration;"  and 
a  motion  was  made  to  amend  the  bill,  as  follows: 

**Bt  U  enaeUd  In/  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 

sentaiwei  of  the  Umted  States  of  America  in  Congress 

assembled^  That,  firom  and  after  the  3d  day  of  March, 

1793,  and,  until  otherwiie  provided  for  bj  law,  agree- 
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ably  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  House 
of  Kepresentatives  shall  be  composed  of  members  who 
shall  have  been  chosen  by  the  people  of  the  several 
States,  in  the  proportion  of  one  Representative  for  every 
thirty-three  thousand  persons  in  each  State,  computed, 
according  to  the  rule  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States ;  that  is  to  say,  fi:om  the  State  if 
New  Hampehire,  four  members;  the  State  of  Mas.^ 
chusetts,  fourteen ;  the  State  of  Connecticut,  seven ;  th  ':^ 
State  of  Rhode  Island,  two ;  the  State  of  Vermont,  two ; 
the  State  of  New  York,  ten ;  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
five ;  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  thirteen ;  the  State  of 
Delaware,  one ;  the  State  of  Maryland,  eight ;  the  State 
of  Virginia,  nineteen ;  the  State  of  Kentucky,  two ;  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,  ten ;  and  the  State  of  Georgia, 
two  members :" 

And  it  was  agreed  to  postpone  this,  to  take  into 
consideration  the  following  motion: 

**  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled.  That,  firom  and  after  the  3d  day  of  March, 
1793,.  and,  until  otherwise  provided  for  by  law,  agree- 
ably to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  House 
of  Representatives  idiall  be  composed  of  members  who 
shall  have  been  chdeen  by  the  people  of  the  several 
States,  in  the  proportion  of  one  Representative  for  every 
thirty  thousand  persons,  computed  according  to  the 
rule  j^reecribed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States ; 
that  is  to  s^y,  fix»m  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  five 
members;  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  sixteen ;  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  eight;  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  two; 
the  State  of  Vermont,  three ;  the  State  of  New  York, 
eleven;  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  six;  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  fourteen;  the  State  of  Delaware,  two; 
the  State  of  Maryland,  nine ;  the  State  of  Virginia, 
twenty-oue;  the  State  of  Kentucky,  two;  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  twelve ;  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  two 
members.  And  i^  after  apportioning  a  Representative 
to  every  thirty  thousand  persons  of  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  computed  acconling  to  the  rule  prescribed  in 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  there  shall  re- 
main a  fractional  part  of  the  number  of  persons  of  that 
State,  equal  to,  or  greater  than,  ten  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty  two,  then  the  people  of  the  State  of 
South  Carolina  shall  be  entitied  to  choose  an  additional 
Representative ;  but  if  such  firactional  part  shall  be  less 
than  ten  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-two,  and 
more  than  ten  thousand  three  hundred  and  seventeen^ 
then  the  people  of  the  State  of  Georgpa  shall  be  entitied 
to  choose  three  Representatives,  instead  of  the  number 
before  mentioned  to  be  chosen  in  that  State.'' 

It  was  then  agreed  to  divide  this  last  motion,  as 
follows: 

**  Be  itenaetedby  the  Senate  and  House  ofReoresent^ 
atives  of  the  VnUed  States  of  America  %n  Congress 
assembled.  That,  firom  and  after  the  3d  day  of  March» 
1793,  and,  until  otherwise  provided  for  by  law,  agre^ 
ably  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  House 
of  Representatives  shall  be  composed  of  members  who 
shall  nave  been  chosen  by  the  people  of  the  several 
States,  in  the  proportion  of  one  Representative  for  every 
thurty  thonsand  persons,  computed  according  to  the 
rule  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States ; 
that  is  to  sav,  firom  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  five 
members;  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  sixteen;  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  eight;  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
two;  the  State  of  Vermont,  three;  the  State  of  New 
York,  eleven ;  ti^  State  of  New  Jersey,  six ;  the  State 
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o€P«DnqrHaaia*  fourt^eoi  theStetoof  DAbnran,  two; 
Um  8l«te  o£  Maiyland,  nine;  tke  SUto  of  VirginU, 
tivMirtj-oB« ;  tlie  Stele  of  KeBtueky,  two ;  the  State  of 
Ncorth  C«roliiia,  twelve;  «ad  ^e  Stete  of  Geoigia,  two 
tteaben." 

And  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  one- 
flfth  of  the  Senators  present,  on  this  last  reoited 
Anse;  it  was  decided  in  the  negatire,  as  follows: 

J   TxAs^ — MeasTs.   Bradley,   Bun,  Cabot,   Ellsworth, 
J  King,  Langdon,  Read,  Robinson,  and  Ruth«rfurd. — 9. 
Nat8< — ^Messrs.    Butler,   Dickinson,  Few,    Foster, 
Gunn,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Johnston,  Izard,  Monroe,  Mor- 
ris* Stanton,  Sherman,  Strong,  and  Wingate.^ — 15. 

And  on  the  question  for  the  original  motion 
postponed,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
one^th  0^  the  Senators  present,  st(K>d  as  follows: 

Tbas^ — Messrs.  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Foster,  Langdon, 
Read,  Robinson,  Rutherfiird,  Stanton,  Sherman,  Strong, 
and  Wingate^ — 1 1. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bradley,  Burr,  Butler,  Dickinson, 
Few,  Gunn,  Hawkins,  I^nry,  Johnston,  Izard,  King, 
Monroe,  and  Morris^ — 13. 

So  it  passed  in  the  neffative. 

On  motion  that  the  following  amendment  pro- 
posed yesterday  and  passed  in  uie  negative,  be  re^ 
ooasidered,  to  wit: 

^Btit  maetedbytke  Senate  tmdBMue  ofRepreeeni" 
dHifes  of  the  United  States  of  America  m  Congreu 
aiteembtedf  That,  from  and  after  the  3d  day  of  A&di, 
lt93,  and  until  otherwise  provided  fi>r  by  law,  agree* 
t^ly  to  the  Constitution  of  ue  United  Stetes,  the  House 
of  Representatives  shall  be  composed  of  one  hundred 
«nd  six  members,  and  the  number  hereinafter  appor- 
tioned to  the  Stete  of  South  Canrfina,  who  shall  have 
been  chosen  by  the  people  of  the  several  Stetes,  in  pro- 
portion, as  neaity  as  may  be,  to  the  mmberof  inhabi- 
tante  in  each  State,  computed  according  to  the  rule 
pnescribed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stetes; 
ttat  is  to  say,  from  the  Stete  of  New  Hampshire,  four 
members;  the Btete of Massadiusetts, fifteen;  Uie Stete 
of  Connecticut,  seven ;  the  Stete  of  Rhode  Island,  two ; 
ttn  Stete  of  Vermont,  three ;  the  Stete  of  New  York, 
ten;  ^  Stete  of  New  Jersey,  six;  the  Stete  of  Penn- 
sylvania, thirteen ;  tiie  Stete  dT  Delaware,  two ;  the  Stete 
df  Maiyiand,  nine ;  the  Stete  of  Virginia,  twenty ;  the 
Stete  A  Kentudty,  two;  Uie  Stete  of  NoHb  GaroUna, 
fferen ;  and  ^e  Stete  of  Georgia  two  membefs." 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  required  by  one-fifth 
of  the  Senatocs  present,  and  bei^g  taken,  stood  as 
follows: 

YxAs^ — Messrs.  Brafiey,  Benrr,  Cabot,  Ellsworth, 
Langdon,  Robinson,  Sherman,  Strong,  and  VHngate. 


Na  vs^— Meom.  Butler,  DkiDbuon,  Few,  Foetet,  Chun, 
Sawkins,  Henry,  Johnston,  hard.  King,  Mouea,  lioiw 
fis.  Bead,  Rn^betfurd,  and  Staatea^^Ift. 

do  h  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  thf  question  to  a^ee  to  the  following  cbiase 
of  the  bill,  as  it  came  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, to  wit: 

^^lluaistessiy:  From  the  Stete  of  New  Hampshire, 
iomi  members;  the  State  of  Massachusetts, fifteen;  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  seven ;  the  Stete  of  Rhode  Island, 
two;  the  State  of  Vermont,  two;  the  Stete  of  New 
York,  eleven ;  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  five ;  the  State 
•f  Pennsylvania,  fourteen;  the  State  «tf  Delaware,  one ; 


the  State  of  Biaryland,  nine;  the  State  of  Virginia* 
twenty-one ;  the  State  of  Kentucky,  two ;  the  State  ot 
North  Carolina,  eleven ;  and  the  Stete  of  Georgia,  two 
members. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  one-fifUi 
of  the  Senators  present,  st(K>d — 

YxAS.r--Mes8rB.  Butler,  Dickinson,  Few,  Foster,  Gunnt 
Hawkins,  Henry,  Johnston,  Izard,  Monroe,  Morris, 
Read,  and  Stanton^ — 13. 

Nat8« — Messrs.  Bradley,  Burr,  Cabot,  EHsword!, 
King,  Langdon,  Robinson,  Kutherftird,  Sherman,  Strong, 
and  Wingate^ — 1 1. 

So  it  passed  in  the  afitrmative. 
And,  after  agreeing  to  sundry  amendments,  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 


Thursoat,  December  8. 

A  message  from  the  Hoose  of  Representetivea 
informed  tne  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentetives  have  passed  the  hill,  entitled  ^'An  act 
makioff  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment lor  the  year  1792,"  in  whicn  they  debire  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time^  as  follows: 

An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Go- 
vernment for  the  year  1793.  * 

Be  it  enacted  btf  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rtpreeent-' 
atives  of  the  United  States  of  America  tn  Congress 
assembledf  That,  for  the  service  of  the  year  1793,  and 
the  support  of  the  dvil  list  of  the  United  Stetes,  inclu- 
ding the  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  sev- 
eral departmento  and  offices  thereof)  there  shall  be  ap- 
propriated a  sum  of  money,  not  exceeding  three  hundred 
and  twenW-eight  diousand  six  hundred  and  fi%-threo 
dollars  and  fiftyHUx  cento ;  that  is  to  say : 

For  the  compensations  granted  by  law  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stetes,  the  Vice  President,  Chiet 
Justice,  associate  Judges,  and  Attorney  Oeneml,  iifi^» 
three  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  like  compensations  to  the  district  judges, 
nineteen  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  like  oompenaations  to  the  members  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  and  the  officers 
and  attendante  of  the  two  Houses,  estimated  on  a  se^ 
sion  of  six  months'  continuance,  and  including  the  to^ 
voting  expenses  of  the  members,  one  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thir^  dol- 
lars. 

For  the  like  compensations  to  the  Secrataiy,  and  offi- 
cera  of  the  several  departmente  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  Stetes,  includmg  clerks  and  attendants,  and  the 
salaries  of  the  respective  loan  officers,  sixty  thousand 
three  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  like  compensations  to  the  Secretaiy  and  offi- 
cers of  the  Department  of  Stete,  six  thousand  three 
hundred  dollars. 

For  tiie  like  compensations  to  the  Secretary  and  offi- 
cers of  the  Department  of  War,  nine  thousand  six  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  the  like  compensatioBs  to  the  members  of  the 
Beard  of  Commisrioners  for  the  settlement  of  the  ae- 
ooonte  between  the  United  Stetes  and  the  mdividual 
States,  indudiiur  cktkM  and  att^^ndtnte,  thirtaen  thou- 
sand one  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  like  compensations  to  the  Ctovernon,  Judges, 
and  ptl^  officete  <]f  tbe  Western  Tenitoiy  of  the  Uw- 
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ted  States,  indvdiqg  colltil|g8nci^p,  fkiren  thouBand 
doUara. 

For  the  payment  of  the  annual  gcant  to  Baron  Bteu- 
hen,  porauant  to  an  act  of  Congreatf,  two  thousand  five 
hundred  doUan. 

For  the  pajmenit  of  mnuhry  pfmions  $naa^  by  the 
]i^  CrpvenunooV  P^Q  thouaaad  ai^on  hwMiU^  a^  aix- 
ty-eeren  dollars  and.  Mvcn^-^ivee  oen^ 

For  defraying  all  other  incidental  and  eontingent  «i:- 
penses  of  the  dvil  list  eetablishment,  induduag  firewood} 
^timf(Tj,  together  with  the  prmtiog  worki  and  all  other 
fO9li|[»0ent  ezpensea  ci  the  two  Houaea  of  Congneaa, 
i^nt  mndt  office  expenaea  of  the  three  several  Depfurt- 
mtmUj  lUMuely  •*  Tre^suiji  State,  War>  and  of  the  gea* 
eral  Board  of  Commissioner^  twen^  thonsand  five 
)imidr«A  «»d  $%-6Te  dollav  and  eifl^-thnM  oent^ 

8sc.  2*  AndM  it  further  €9wUd,  That,  fiw  die* 
<;haigiog  certain  Uquidated  c^inu  upon  the  Unit^ 
States,  ror  making  good  defidendes  in  fencer  a{^»o- 
pruMipfMi  iw  the  support  of  the  dvil  list  establishment, 
and  tow  aiding  the  fund  ^pn^wiated  for  d»e  payment  of 
certain  officers  of  the  courts,  jurors,  and  witnesses,  and 
for  the  establishment  of  ten  cutters,  there  shall  be  ap- 
propriated a  sum  of  money  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
and  ninety-seren  thousand  one  hundred  and  nineteen 
jkX^xm  and  forty-nine  cents ;  tiiat  is  to  say : 

For  disdiarging  a  balance  due  on  a  liquidated  damn 
•f  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  agamst  tiie  United 
States,  for  sa[^lies  during  the  late  war,  nine  thousand 
and  t^renty  dollars  and  sixty-eight  cents. 

For  payment  of  the  piincapal  and  interest  on  a  liqui- 
dated daun  of  Oliver  Pollock,  late  commercial  agent  of 
the  United  States,  at  New  Oiieans,  for  supplies  of  cloth- 
ing, wrms,  and  mihtaty  stores,  daring  Uie  late  war, 
one  hundred  and  eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  ^y% 
AoUars  and  two  cents. 

For  making  good  defidenoies  in  dM  last  appropria- 
'tions  for  the  compensations  to  sundry  officers  of  the 
civil  Uat  establishmeBt,  five  thousand  four  hundred  and 
feventy-one  dollars. 

For  defiraying  sundry  authorised  expeosea  to  the  oom^ 
miasioners  of  loans  in  the  several  States,  twen^-one 
thousand  dollars. 

For  defi«ying  a  balance  of  certain  liquidated  and  con- 
tia^eBt  expeases  in  the  Treasury  Department,  two  tfaou- 
sai^  eight  hundred  doUars. 

-  For  defiraying  the  additional  expense  of  the  enumera- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  nineteen 
Aovaand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-two  dollars  and 
seventy-nine  cents. 

For  making  good  a  deficiency  in  former  aj^r^via- 
tiona,  to  discharge  the  expenses  of  clerks,  jurors,  and 
witneases,  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  ^y^  thou- 
•and  dollars. 

For  the  maintenance  and  repair  of  light-houses,  bea- 
cons, piers,  stakes,  and  buoys,  sixteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  keeping  prisoners  committed  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  United  States,  four  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  clerks  and  books  in  arranging  the 
public  securities,  two  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  fSk»  purchase  of  hydrometers  for  the  use  of  the 
oOeeis  in  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  revenue  one 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  ftirther  expense  of  building  and  equi|^ping 
ton  cutters,  two  thousand  dollars. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enaeied.  That,  for  the  sup- 
sort  odfthe  militaiy  establishmsnt  of  tiie  United  States, 
jft  tha  year  1791%^  the  payn^tof  the  aiinuid  aUoif^ 


an^es  to  the  invalid  puipsioiiers  of  the  United  St^tea; 
for  defrsjing  all  expenses  inq^^ent  to  the  Indian  departs 
ment^  and  for  defiraying  &e  en^peases  incurred  in  th# 
defonstve  protection  of  the  fipontieiB  against  tha  Indian^ 
during  the  yeiMrs  179^  and  1791,  by  virtue  of  the  fu»* 
thwi^  vested  in  tl^  President  of  tihe  United  9(«ti%  tm 
the  acts  leli^tifire  0  the  military  establiidimfnt,  pfwed 
the  d9th  of  Smtemher,  1789,  and  the  30th  of  Apnlf 
1790,  and  for  wnich  no  appropriations  have  been  mads^ 
theso  shall  be  appropriated  a  sum  of  mon^  not  exeeed* 
ing  five  hundred  and  thir^-two  thousand  fomr  hundred 
and  forty-nine  dollar*  seven^-«ix  cents  and  two^tfairdi 
of  a  cent ;  thi^  is  to  say : 

For  the  pay  of  the  troops,  one  hundred  and  two  thoi^ 
sand  six  hundred  and  eigh^-six  dollars. 

For  sttbsiitence,  one  hundred  and  nineteen  thousand 
six  hundred  and  eighty-eight  dollars  and  nine^-eeven 
cents. 

For  dothing,  forty-eight  thousand  dollars. 

For  forage,  four  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty-two 
dolara 

For  the  hospital  department,  sfac  thousand  doUsss. 

For  the  quartermaster's  department,  fii^  thousand 


Fot  the  ordnance  department,  seven  thousand  t^pva 
hundred  and  four  dollars  and  six^-four  cents. 

For  tha  contingent  expenses  of  the  War  Depaitaicnt, 
induding  >u<ip«>  hire  of  expresses,  allowances  to  offioeif 
for  extra  expenses,  printing,  loss  of  stores  of  all  kinds» 
advertising  and  apprehending  deserters,  twen^  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  the  discharge  of  certain  sums  due  for  pay  and 
subsistence  of  sundry  officers  of  the  late  army,  and  finr 
pay  of  the  late  Maryland  line,  for  which  no  appropria- 
tions have  been  made,  ten  thousand  four  hundred  and 
ninety  dollars  and  thirty-six  oents. 

For  the  payment  of  Uie  annual  sliawsnoiis  to  invdid 
pensioners,  eigiity-seven  thonsand  fonr  lumdrad  and 
msPr*ihme  dottsas  sixty  cenfti  and  two-thiids  of  a  cent 

For  dafinymg  all  expenses  incideni  to  the.  Indian  d» 
partment,  authorized  by  law,  thirty-nine  thousand  four 
hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars  and  seiranty-one  cents. 

For  defiaying  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  defonsiva 
protection  of  the  firontiers,  as  before  redted,  thirty-seven 
thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-nine  dollars  and  for* 
ty-eight  cents. 

Sxc.  4,  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  That  the  several 
appropriations  herein-before  made,  diall  be  pedd  and 
discharged  out  of  the  fimds  following,  to  wit :  First,  out 
of  the  sum  of  six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which,  by 
the  act,  entitled  «  An  act  making  provision  for  the  debt 
of  the  United  States,"  is  reserved  yearly  for  the  support 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  udr 
common  defence;  and,  secondly,  out-of  such  surplus  as 
shall  have  accrued  to  lim  end  of  the  present  year,  upon 
the  revenues  heretofore  estahMahod,  over  and  above  the 
sums  necesMiy  for  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  pub* 
lie  debt,  during  the  same  year;,  and  for  satisiQring  other 
prior  appropriations. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  second  reading. 

The  bill  seat  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
for  concurrence)  entitled  ^^An  act  afinortloninfl 
Representatives  anions  tb«  people  of  me  several 
States,  recording  to  the  fivst  enumeration,"  was 
read  the  third  time,  and, 

On  motion  to  expupge  th^  first  section  of  the 
hiU,  and  suhstitute  the  tollowing: 

"  Beit  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Hbu9ecfRqitre$ent' 
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mssembledj  That,  from  and  after  the  3d  day  of  March, 
1793,  and  until  otherwise  prorided  for  by  law,  the  House 
of  Representatives  shall  be  composed  of  members  who 
diall  have  been  chosen  by  the  people  of  the  several 
States,  in  the  proportion  of  one  Representative  for  every 
thuty-three  thousand  persons  in  each  State,  computed 
according  to  the  rule  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  that  is  to  say ;  from  the  State  of  New 
Hampdiire,  four  members ;  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
fourteen ;  ^e  State  of  Connecticut,  seven ;  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island,  two ;  the  State  of  Vermont,  two ;  the 
State  of  New  York,  ten ;  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  five ; 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  thirteen ;  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware, one ;  the  Stete  of  Maryland,  eight ;  the  State  of 
Virginia,  nineteen;  tiie  Stete  of  Kentucky,  two;  the 
Stete  of  North  Carolina,  ten ;  and  the  Stete  of  Georgia, 
two  members." 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  taken,  stood  as  fol- 
lows: 

Ybas^ — Messrs.  Bradley,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Foster, 
I«angdon,  Read,  Robinson,  Rutherfurd,  Stanton,  Sher- 
man, Strong,  and  Wingate.^ — 13. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Burr,  Butler,  Dickinson,  Few,  Gunn, 
Hawkins,  Heniy,  Johnston,  Iiard,  King,  Monroe,  and 
Morris^ — 13. 

The  number  of  votes  bein^  equal,  the  Vice 
President  determined  the  question  in  tne  affirma- 
tive; and, 

On  motion,  that  this  bill  pass  with  the  last  re- 
cited and  the  following  amendment,  to  wit: 

Strike  out  the  words  "State  of"  and  insert  "dis- 
trict" after  the  word  "  Carolina." 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  taken,  stood — 

Ybas« — ^Messrs.  Bradl^,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Few,  Fos- 
ter, King,  Langdon,  Read,  Robinson,  Rutherford,  Stan- 
ton, Sherman,  Strong,  and  Wingate< — 14. 

Nats^ — Messrs.  Burr,  Butler,  Dickinson,  Gunn,  Haw- 
kins, Henry,  Johnston,  Izard,  Monroe,  and  Morris* — 10. 

So  it  was  resolved  that  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the 
amendments. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  report 
of  the  committee  appointed  on  the  4th  of  Novem- 
ber on  the  petition  of  Charles  Colviil,  and  agreed 
that  the  first  part  of  the  report  be  postponed; 
and,  after  debate  on  the  other  parts  of  tne  re^ 
port,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned. 


Fbidat,  December  9. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  the  support  of  Qovern- 
ment  for  the  year  1792,"  was  read  the  second 
time. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Mon- 
BOB,  Sherman,  Busr,  Gonn,  and  Reao,  to  con- 
sider and  report  generally  thereon. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  con- 
currence, entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  David 
Cook  and  Thomas  Campbell,"  reported  the  bill 
without  amendment. 

Qrd^red^,  Tha(  tke  report  lie  for  consideration. 


MoNOAY,  December  12. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

Gentlemen  of  ike  Senate^  and 

of  tke  House  of  Repre»entaHveM.: 

It  is  with  great  concern  that  I  oonununicato  to  you 
the  information  received  from  Major  General  St  Clair, 
of  tiie  misfortune  which  has  befidlen  the  troops  under 
his  command. 

Although  the  national  loss  is  considerable,  according 
to  the  scale  of  the  event,  yet  it  may  be  repaired  without 
great  difficulty,  excepting  as  to  the  brave  men  who  have 
fidlen  on  the  occasion,  and  who  are  a  subject  of  pubKe 
as  well  as  private  regret 

A  further  communication  will  shortly  be  made  of  all 
such  matters  as  shall  be  necessaiy  to  enable  the  Legis- 
lature to  judge  of  the  future  measures  which  it  may  be 
proper  to  pursue. 

O.  WASHINGTON. 

UiriTXD  States,  December  12,  1791. 

The  Message  and  papers  referred  to  were  readf 
and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
David  Cook  and  Thomas  Campbell;''  and,  after 
agreeing  to  sundry  amendments  in  it,  the  bill  passed 
to  the  third  reading. 


Tuesday,  December  13. 

The  memorial  of  James  Wilson  and  others,  in 
behalf  of  the  Illinois  and  Ouabashe  Land  compa- 
nies, was  read,  praying  that  they  may  be  confirmed 
in  their  title,  lor  reasons  mentioned  in  their  me- 
morial. 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  was  received,  as  follows: 

Gentlemen  of  the  SenatCy  and 

of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  place  before  you  the  plan  of  a  City  that  has  been 
laid  out  within  the  district  of  Ten  Miles  Square,  whidk 
was  fixed  upon  for  the  Pennanent  Seat  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

UiriTXD  States,  December  13,  1791. 

Mr.  Monroe,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  ma- 
king appropriations  for  the  support  of  Government 
for  the  year  1792,"  reported  the  bill  with  amend- 
ments, which  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  David 
Cook  and  Thomas  Campbell;  and 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  with  amendments. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the 
amendments  to  this  bill. 


Wednesoay,  December  14. 

The  petition  of  Zaccheus  Hunt,  of  the  State  ot 
New  Hampshire,  that  he  may  be  placed  on  the 
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list  of  inYftlid  pensioners  of  the  United  States,  for 
reasons  mentioned  in  the  petition,  was  read;  and. 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  to  report  thereon  to  the  Senate* 

A  messaffe  from  the  House  of  Representatiyes 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatiyes haye  agreed  to  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Dayid  Cook  and  Thomas  Campbell." 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
hiU  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatiyes  for 
concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  Qovemment  for  tne  year 
1792;"  and,  after  progress,  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponea. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Burr,  Butler,  and 
Strong,  be  a  committee  to  reyise  the  acts  and 
resolves  relative  to  the  compensations  to  disabled 
officers  and  soldiers,  and  to  the  widows  and  or- 
phans of  deceased  officers;  and  to  report  what 
alterations  and  further  g^eneral  regulations  it  will 
be  proper  to  make  therein. 

Mr.  WiMGATE.  from  the  committee  on  the  bill 
sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  con- 
currence, entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other  persons,"  re- 
ported amendments. 

Orderedy  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  post- 
poned. 

Thursday,  December  15. 

The  petition  of  Elijah  Janes,  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  late  a  lieutenant  in  Colonel  Sheldon's 
regiment  of  cayalry,  that  he  may  be  placed  on  the 
list  of  invalid  pensioners  of  the  United  States,  was 
read;  and  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  14th  instant,  to  consider  the  case  of  invalid 
pensioners  at  large. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatiyes disagree  to  the  first  amendment  of  the 
Senate  on  the  DiU,  entitled  "  An  i^t  apportioning 
Representatives  amonff  the  people  of  the  seyeral 
States,  according  to  tne  first  enumeration,"  and 
agree  to  the  other  amendment 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
apportioning  Representatives  amons  the  people 
of  the  seyeral  States^  according  to  tne  first  enu- 
meration;" and, 

On  motion  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  until  to-morrow  se'nnight,  it  passed  in  the 
nesatiye. 

On  motion  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the 
bin  until  Monday  next,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  recede  from  the  amendments  dis- 
agreed to  by  the  House  of  Representatiyes,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  one-fifth  of  the 
Senators  present,  stood  as  follows: 

.  Ybas^^ — Messrs.  Burr,  Butler,  Dickinson,  Few,  Gnnn, 
Hawkins,  Heniy,  Jcrfmston,  Izaid,  King,  Monroe,  and 
Monok — 12.  ^ 

NATt^^-Messrs.  Bradley,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Foster, 
Langdon,  Read,  Robinson,  Rutheiiord,  Stanton,  Sher- 
man, Sizong,  and  Wingate^ — 12. 


The  numbers  beinjg^  e^ual,  the  Vice  President 
determined  the  question  m  the  neffative. 

On  motion  to  insist  on  the  amendiaient  disagreed 
to  by  the  House  of  Representatiyes,  and  appoint  a 
committee  of  conference,  it  passed  in  the  negative* 

And  it  was  resolved,  that  the  Senate  insist  on 
the  amendment  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatiyes. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  ^An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Oovemment  for  the  year  1792;" 
and,  after  progress,  the  further  consideration  there- 
of was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Strong,  Sherman, 
Ellsworth,  Izard,  and  Burr,  be  a  committee  to 
take  into  consideration  the  memorial  of  the  Illi- 
nois and  Ouabache  land  companies,  and  to  report 
thereon. 


Friday,  December  16. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  '^An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  €k)vemment  for  the  year  1792;" 
and.  after  agreeing  to  sundry  amendments, 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 


Monday,  December  19. 

The  petition  of  Gilbert  Dench,  of  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  in  behalf  of  the  orphan  children 
of  the  late  Ro^r  Dench,  a  lieutenant  in  the  sei^ 
yice  of  the  United  States,  was  read,  ]»aying  that 
the  said  (^ildren  may  be  authorized  to  receive  the 
half  pay  of  a  lieutenant,  in  right  of  their  father. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  ^^  An  act  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  Qovemment,  for  the 
year  1792;"  and. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  with  amendments: 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  desire  the  concur* 
rence  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the 
amendments  to  this  bill. 

[The  fdlowing  clause  to  be  added  to  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  is  the  only  material  amendment, 
viz: 

<'  And  be  it  further  enaetedf  That  the  compensation 
to  the  DooriLeepers  of  the  two  Houses  for  senricee  which 
have  been  heretofore  rendered,  or  may  be  rendered  in 
the  recess  of  Congress,  for  the  year  1793,  and  certified 
by  the  President  of  the  Senate,  or  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  in  manner  required  by  law,  for  lika 
services  during  sessions,  shall  be  discharged  out  of  ths 
money  hereinbefore  appropriated  for  die  contingent  ex* 
penses  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress."] 


Tuesday,  December  20. 

The  following  Message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  was  received: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

I  lay  before  you  the  copy  of  a  Letter  which  I  have 
reoetved  from  &e  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
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}>MSU3rltrinki  and  of  wfm(kf  doetimentfl  whidi  aec6m- 
panied  it,  rektive  to  a  contract  for  the  purdiafle  of  h 
oertain  tract  of  land  bounding  on  Lake  Brie ;  together 
with  a  copiy  of  a  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the 
MOW  anbject.  G.  WASHINGTON. 

UviTU)  Statkb,  December  30,  1791. 

The  Message  and  papers  were  read;  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  petition  of  Jonathan  Woolley,  late  of  Col- 
onel Scammel's  regiment  iii  the  service  of  the 
United  States*  was  read,  praying  that  he  may  be 
placed  on  the  list  of  invalid  pensioners. 

Ordered^  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
eommittee  appointed  £)ecember  14th,  to  revise 
the  acts  and  resolves  relative  to  the  compensa- 
tions to  disabled  officers  and  soldiers,  and  to  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  deceased  officers. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives adhere  to  'ueir  disagreement  to  the  first 
amendmem  insisted  on  by  the  Senate,  to  the  bill 
sent  froia  the  House  of  Hepresentatives  for  con- 
ourreoce,  entitled  **An  act  apportioning  Repre^ 
sentatives  among  the  people  of  the  several  States, 
according  to  the  first  enumeration." 

Mr.  Cabot  requested  leave  to  brinff  in  "a  bill 
for  the  encouragement  of  the  bank  and  other  cod- 
fisheries,  and  for  the  reguktidb  and  government 
of  the  rahehiten  employed  therein;"  and  the  bill 
was  fe^  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  pass  to  the 
saeond  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  cotisider  the  resolu- 
tMBi  «f  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  which 
they  tesolve  to  adhere  to  their  disagreement  to 
the  fiiBt  amendment  of  the  Seiiate  to  the  bill  sent 
ftom  the  Hovse  of  Representatives  lor  concUr- 
■enoe^  entitled  ^  An  act  apportioning  Representa- 
tiT0s  among  the  people  of  the  several  States,  ac- 
oQtding  to  the  first  enumeration;"  and. 

On  the  question  to  adhere,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  required  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators  gHresent, 
aad  being  taken,  stood — 

Txa«.^M(BMt».  Bta^ey,  Cabot,  EUsworth,  Foster, 
King,  Langdon,  Robinson,  Rutherfiikl,  Stanton,  Sher* 
man,  Strong,  and  Wingate« — 12. 

Nats* — Messrs.  Burr,  Butler,  Dickinson,  Fsw,  Otuin, 
Hawkins,  Henry,  Johnston,  Izud,  Monroe,  Morris,  and 
Read.— 12. 

The  numbers  being  egual,  the  Vice  President 
fctertnined  the  question  m  the  affirmative. 

So  it  wfts  resolved  that  the  Senate  adhere  to 
dieir  said  first  amendment. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  communicate  dib 
resolution  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 


WEDiieittAt,  December  21. 

Richard  Henry  Lce,  f^om  the  State  of  Virginia, 
attended,  and  took  his  seat 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  agreed  to  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Re|>re- 
sentatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  making 
ltppfot>riations  for  the  sutyport  of  Govetmneiit  for 
Ae  year  vm.^ 


A  motion  w«is  made,  "That  a  committee  be  sp 
pointed  to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  for  anportion^ 
ing  Representatives  among  the  people  or  the  sev- 
eral States,  agreeably  to  the  Constitution  aod  the 
late  census,  and  as  near  as  may  be  according  to. 
the  first  article  of  the  amendments  of  the  Consti-^ 
tution,  recommended  by  Congress  to  the  several 
States  for  their  ratification." 

Ordered^  That  this  motion  be  taken  into  con-* 
sideration  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Morris,  from  the  committee  appointed  th^ 
30th  of  October,  reported  "  A  bill  establishii^  * 
Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins  of  the  United 
States;"  whicn  was  read  the  first  time,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 


TmrRaDAT)  December  32. 

The  bill  "  for  the  encouragement  of  the  bank 
and  other  cod  fisheries,  and  for  the  regulation  and 
government  of  the  fishermen  employed  therein,'* 
was  read  the  second  time. 

Orderedj  That  it  be  committed  to  Mfessr^.  Ca- 
bot, Izard,  Sherman,  Morris,  and  Lee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon.  . 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  motion  made  yesterday,  to  wit: 

^^  That  a  committee  b^  appointed  to  ptepate  and 
report  a  bill  for  apportioning  representatives  amon^ 
the  people  of  the  several  States,  agreeably  to  the 
Constitution  and  the  late  census,  and  as  near  as 
may  be  to  the  first  aiticle  of  the  amendments  of 
the  Constitution,  recommended  by  Congress  t6 
the  several  States  for  their  ratification  f  and, 

Ordered,  That  the  motion  be  postponed. 


Friday,  December  23. 

Mr.  Izard  presented  the  petition  of  a  nutiAer 
of  the  merchants  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina, 
for  relief,  nnder  peculiar  hardships  and  sufferings 
conseonent  to  the  late  war;  which  was  read. 

Oraered,  That  the  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

The  petition  of  Gilbert  Dench,  in  b<^i^  of  tiife 
orphan  children  of  the  late  Roger  Dench,  R  lieu^ 
tenant  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  was 
taken  up,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  Ww, 
to  report  to  the  Senate  thereon. 


Monday,  December  36. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
^the  bill  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the 
coins  of  the  United  States;"  and,  after  progress, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representativeit 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act 
for  carrying  into  effect  a  contract  between  the 
United  States  and  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  ;**  in 
which  they  desire  the  concurnmce  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa* 
tives  f«r  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  carrying 
into  effect  a  contract  between  the  United  States 
Mid  the  State  of  PennsylvRnia,''  was  fead  the  fltst 
time,  as  follows: 
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An  Act  tareairyiag  into  «^feet  a  ^Milract  between  the 
UmWd  Steles  «nd  the  State  of  Pennqrbanie. 

For  dnlj  oonre^g,  to  the  State  of  PeBneytrania,  a 
oertain  tract  of  land,  the  right  to  the  goveruaient  and 
jnriMiietiim  whenof  was  reSnqniahed  to  the  aaid  State 
tj  a  raioliitbn  of  Congreaa,  of  the  4th  day  of  Septem- 
ber, in  the  year  1788,  and  whereof  the  right  of  soil 
has  been  sold  by  virtue  of  a  previous  resolutioa  of  Con- 
gress, of  the  6ui  day  of  June,  in  the  said  year : 

Be  a  enacted  hy  ike  Senmie  and  Hou9c  oflUpreetnU 
aHwee  of  the  UmUed  Statee  <tf  America  %n  Vongrese 
a$tembled,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Stetes  be 
andiorized,  on  fulfilment  of  the  tenns  8tipulate<)  on  the 
part  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  issue  letters  patent 
in  the  name,  and  under  the  seal,  of  the  United  Stetes, 
granting  and  conveying  to  ftsB  said  Stete,  forever,  the 
said  tract  of  land,  as  ^  same  was  ascertained  by  a 
survey  made  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  Congress 
of  the  6th  day  of  June,  1788. 

Qrdend,  TbM  this  bill  pass  to  a  second  reading. 


Tuesday,  December  27. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  readin^f  of 
the  billy  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  carrying  into 
effect  a  contract  between  the  United  States  and 
the  State  of  Pennsylyania." 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  "  the 
bin  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins 
of  the  United  States;"  ani  after  progress,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Mcmday  next 


Wbdhcsdat,  Decembelr  d8. 

The  ISenate  proceeded  to  the  third  r^din^  of 
the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
ibr  ^ooaeiorrenee,  enrtitied  "  An  act  fbr  oacrrying  into 
effect  a  contract  between  the  United  States  and 
ihjt  Stale  of  ^emisylvattia^  and  Reeohed^  that  this 
biUpbst. 

Mr.  Cabot,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  ''the  bill  for  the  encourMeaieiit  of  the 
hunic  a»d  other  cod  fisheries,  and  fer  the  regukr 
tioi  and  f  orarmncnt  of  the  fishermen  employed 
therein."  reported  amendments;  mil,  after  pro- 

ress,  the  further  consideratioii  thereof  was  piost- 


€Mtered,  That  Ae  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry 
be  reqnested  to  certiff  the  quantum  of  allowance 
tn  lieu  of  drawback  on  exported,  dried,  and  pickled 
fish,  wMch  hath  been  paid  under  ''the  act  for  lay- 
ing a  duty  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandises,  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,"  of  the  4th  of  July, 
1789.  And  also  the  quantum  of  bounty  paid  on 
the  exportation  of  dried  or  pickled  fish,  under  ''the 
met  f&t  makinff  fWther  provision  for  the  payment 
of  the  debts  c?  the  United  States,"  of  the  10th  of 
AUgusk  1790. 

A  Menage  from  the  Preade&t  of  the  United 
fikeieB  was  reeeived,  hkek>sing  for  consideiation 
the  copy  of  a  Letter  which  he  hskl  reeeived  fVom 
the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  Slates. 

Th^  Memse  and  letter  ^ere  fead,  tM  ordered 
'to  Tie  for  consideration. 


TmjHBDAy,  December  29. 

The  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  "the  biU  for  the  encouragement  of  the  bai^ 
and  other  cod  fisheries,  and  for  the  regulation  and 
government  of  the  fishermen  employed  therein,* 
was  Airther  postponed. 


•»» 


FBIIKA.Y,  Deoember  d(k 

The  following  Message  from  th6  President  d 
the  United  States  was  received: 

Crcntlemen  of  the  Senate^  and 

of  the  Bouse  of  lUpreseniaHvee : 

I  laj  hs&re  yon  a  copy  of  Ifas  ratification,  ky  tl» 
Commonwealth  of  Vizgmla,  of  the  artadcB  of  amsa^ 
BMot  piopoaid  l^  Oon^reM  to  the  Oonrtitution  of  the 
United  Htate^  and  a  copy  of  a  Letter  wlMl  aoeow^ 
niedfsad  ralifiealien,  froei  the  Governor  of  Virginkk 

O.  WA«UINOT0^ 

Uvmn  Statxs»  December  80, 1791. 

The  papers  referred  to  in  the  Message  are  as 
follow: 

CouirciL  Chaxbbb, 

Riefamond,  Dee.  29,  I1V1. 
8ia :  The  General  Assembly,  during  their  late  ses- 
sion, have  adopted,  on  the  part  of  tlus  Commenwealtli, 
all  the  amendments  proposed  by  Congress  to  the  Oon- 
Btitution  of  the  United  States;  their  ratiflciition  whsraOf 
I  do  myself  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  duu, 

HBNRY  LEB. 
The  PusiDXiTT  1^  the  United  States. 

YiaeiKiA : 

Crener^  Assembly,  begun  and  held  at  the  Capitol,  in 
the  city  of  Richmond,  on  Monday,  the  17lh  day  df 
October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1791. 

MoKDAT,  Deeembsr  5^  1791* 
Resolved,  That  the  second,  diird,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth, 
seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  tenth,  eleventh,  and  twelfth  arti- 
cles of  the  amendments  proposed  by  Congress  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  be  ratted  by  thia 
Commonwealth. 
December  15,  1791 :  Agreed  to  by  the  Senate* 

JOHN  PRIDE,  8.  S, 
Exammed.  THOS.  MATTHEWS,  S.  H.  D. 

[For  the  ratificsition  of  the  first  article  see  ante,  f»  39.] 

Monday,  January  2, 1792. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  establishing  a  Mint,  and  reffulating  the 
coins  of  the  United  States;  and,  after  progress, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed* 

Tuesday,  January  3. 

A  messaj^  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passea  a  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  to 
extend  the  time  limited  for  settling  the  accounts 
of  the  United  States  with  the  individual  States,''  in 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  ^  the 
bill  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins 
of  the  United  ^tes;**  and,  after  progress,  the  far- 
ther consideration  diereof  was  postponed. 
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The  lull  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
for  concurrence,  entitled  ^An  act  to  extend  the 
time  limited  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  United 
States  with  the  individual  States,''  was  read  the 
first  time,  as  follows : 

An  Act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for  settling  die  ao- 
ooonts  of  the  U.  States  with  the  individual  States. 

Be  ii  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Htnue  ofRepreeeni' 
athee  of  the  Ihwted  Staiee  of  America  in  Vongreee 
aaeembted.  That  the  powers  of  the  Board  of  Commis- 
skmers  which,  l^  an  act  passed  in  the  second  session  of 
tiie  fiist  Congress  was  established  to  settle  the  accounts 
between  the  United  States  and  individual  States,  shall 
continue  until  the  Ist  day  of  July,  1798,  unless  the  busi- 
Bess  shall  be  sooner  accomplished. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  Jurtner  enacted.  That,  from  and 
Her  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  pay  of  the  principal 

eriL  of  the  said  Board  shall  be  the  same  as  the  pay  oi 

e  principal  clerk  in  the  Auditor's  office. 

Crdered,  That  thb  bill  pass  to  a  second  reading. 


Weunesoay,  January  4. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
.the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the 
time  limited  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  United 
States  with  the  individual  States." 

The  petition  of  Patrick  Ferral,  clerk  to  the 
Board  oi  Commissioners  for  settling  the  accounts 
between  the  United  States  and  individual  States, 
was  read,  praying  for  an  addition  to  his  compen- 
sation; also,  sundry  communications  from  the  said 
Board  of  Commissioners;  and  it  was  agreed  that 
the  further  consideration  of  the  last  mentioned  bill 
he  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  "the 
bill  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  Uie  coins 
of  the  United  States;"  and  made  some  progress 
therein. 


Thursday,  January  5. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regu- 
lating the  coins  of  the  United  States." 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the  time 
limited  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  United 
States  with  the  individual  States." 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Bradley,  Monroe,  and  Ellsworth,  to  consider 
and  report  generally  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  "the 
bill  for  the  encouragement  of  the  bank  and  other 
cod  fisheries,  and  for  the  regulation  and  govern- 
ment of  the  fishermen  employed  therein;"  and, 
after  agreeing  to  sundry  amendments,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  bill  sent 
from  the  House  of  Reprenentatives  for  concur- 
rence, entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
widows,  orohans,  invalids,  and  other  persons,"  be 
the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 


Friday,  January  6. 

Charles  Carroll,  from  the  State  of  Maryland, 
attended,  and  took  his  seat 

The  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
on  the  drawback  on  dried  and  pickled  fish  export- 
ed, in  conformity  to  the  order  of  Senate  or  the 
26th  ultimo,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report,  and  papers  therein 
referred  to,  lie  ^r  consideration. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  lull  sent 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  concur- 
rence, entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other  persons,"  be 
further  postponed. 


MoHDAY,  January  9. 

Richard  Bassett,  from  the  State  of  Delaware, 
attended,  and  took  his  seat. 

The  petition  of  Isaac  Liedyard,  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  for  the  re-settlement  of  his  account, 
for  reasons  stated  in  his  petition,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  be  referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  on  the  14th  of  December 
last,  to  revise  the  acts  and  resolves  relative  to  the 
compensations  of  disabled  officers  and  soldiers,  and 
to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  deceased  officers. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  third  reading  of 
^  the  bill  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the 
coins  of  the  United  States,"  and  agreed  to  sundry 
amendments,  as  follow: 

Skc.  1.  Expunge  the  latter  part  of  the  section,  and 
make  the  following  the  second  section,  to  wit : 

Sic.  8.  Andbe  it  further  enacted.  That  the  director 
of  the  Mint  diall  employ  as  many  derks,  workmen,  and 
servants,  as  he  shall,  from  time  to  time,  find  neoeasaiy, 
subject  to  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  Unitra 
States.' 

And  to  number  the  subsequent  sections  accord- 
ingly. 

On  motion  to  amend  secticm  sixth,  by  insert- 
ing after  the  word  "accounts,"  in  the  amendment, 
these  words: 

**  Of  the  disbursements  of  the  said  Mint  shall  be  ren- 
dered by  the  director  thereof  at  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  for  settlement,  according  to  ^  rules 
prescribed  for  the  adjustment  of  accounts  against  the 
United  States,  in  other  cases:  And  the  said  director 
shall,  likewise,  once  in  each  year,  make  a  report  to  Con- 
gress of  the  transactions  of  the  said  Mint,  accompanied 
by  an  abstract  of  the  settlement  of  said  disbursements, 
which  abstract  shall  be  certified  by  the  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasuiy." 

The  motion  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  amend  section  9,  of  the  original 
bill,  as  follows: 

Strike  out  the  words  "and  silver." 

And  after  the  word  "America,"  jerase  to  the  end 
of  the  section,  and  in  lieu  thereof  insert — 

**  And  upon  the  reverse  of  each  of  the  said  sihrar 
coins,  in  the  centre  of  the  exergue,  there  shall  be  an 
engraving  of  two  hands  united,  and  around  the  margin 
of  the  piece  as  many  circles  linked  together  as  there 
shall  be  States  in  the  Union  at  the  time  of  the  coinage, 
each  drcle  containing  the  initial  letters  of  the  name  of 
ito  respective  State;  and  between  the  representation  of 
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Aft  united  handi  and  the  cocIm  afiwenid,  there  shall 
be  thia  inacription  in  an  annular  form,  '  Dollar  of  the 
United  Statee  of  America,'  where  the  coinage  ihall  be 
of  a  dollar,  but  where  the  coinage  shall  be  of  parts  of  a 
dollar,  expieaaing  the  same  accordingly. 

**  And  on  the  rererse  of  each  of  the  said  copper  coins, 
there  shall  be  a  ryreaentation  of  America,  in  the  usual 
ftmale  figure  of  Justice  holding  balanced  scales,  with 
thii  inscription,  <To  all  their  due.'  And  around  the 
margin  this  legend,  ex|NressiTe  of  the  denomination  of 
the  piece,  <  Cent  of  the  United  States  of  America,'  or 
half  cent,  as  the  case  may.be." 

This  motion  passed  in  the  negative. 

After  Airther  progress  in  the  bill,  the  Senate 
adjourned. 


Tuesday,  January  10. 

BIr.  BuBB  reported,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed the  14th  December  last,  to  revise  the  acts  and 
resolves  relative  to  the  compensations  to  disabled 
officers  and  soldiers,  and  to  the  widows  and  or- 
phans of  deceased  officers. 

Ordered^  That  the  report  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  appointed 
the  5th  of  January,  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  '*  An 
act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for  settling  the  ac- 
counts of  the  United  States  with  the  individual 
States,"  reported  sundry  amendments,  which  were 
adopted;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  pass  to  the 
third  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  certain  widows,  orphans,  invalids, 
and  other  persons." 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  becommitted  to  Messrs. 
Burr,  Strong,  and  Butler,  who  are  also  to  con- 
sider and  report  such  Airther  general  provisions  as 
thev  shall  conceive  necessary  for  the  relief  of  the 
wioows  and  orphans  of  officers  who  were  killed, 
or  died,  and  officers  and  soldiers  who  were  dis- 
abled in  service  during  the  late  war. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to 
establish  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the 
United  States,"  in  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  as  follows: 

An  Act  to  estabhsh  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  witUn 

the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted  bif  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreeeni' 
ativee  of  the  United  Statee  of  America  tn  Congress 
assembled^  That,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act, 
the  following  roads  be  established  as  post  roads,  namely : 
From  Wiscasaett,  in  the  district  of  Maine,  to  Savannah, 
in  Georgia,  by  the  following  route,  to  wit:  Portland, 
Portsmouth,  Exeter,  Newbunrport,  Ipswich,  Salem,  Bos- 
ton, Worcester,  Springfield,  Hartford,  New  Haven,  Strat- 
ford, Fairfield,  Norwalk,  Stamford,  New  York,  Newark, 
Ehiabethtown,  Brunswick,  Princeton,  Trenton,  Bristol, 
Philadelphia,  Chester,  Wifanington,  Elkton,  Charlea- 
town,  Havre-de-Grace,  Harford,  Baltimore,  Bladens- 
burg,  Georgetown,  Alexandria,  Colchester,  Dumfries, 
Fredericksburg,  Bowling  Green,  Hanover  Court  House, 


Richmond,  Petenburg,  HaUfox,  Taiborongh,  Smith- 
field,  Fayetteville,  New  Bridge  over  Drowning  Creek, 
Cheraw  Court  House,  Cambdea,  Statesburg,  Columbia, 
Cambridge,  and  Augusta,  and  from  thence  to  Savan* 
nah ;  and  from  Augusta  to  Washington,  by  the  great 
frdls  of  Ogechee ;  and  from  Statesburg  to  Charleston ; 
and  from  Charieeton  to  Georgetown ;  from  Charleston 
to  Savannah ;  and  from  Savannah,  by  Newport  Bridge^ 
to  Sunbury ;  and  also  from  Exeter  to  Concord,  in  New 
Hampshire ;  and  from  Salem  to  Marblehead ;  and  firom 
Salem  to  Gloucester ;  and  from  Boston,  by  Providence^ 
Newport,  and  New  London,  to  New  Haven ;  and  finom 
Boston  through  Taunton,  to  New  Bedford ;  and  finom 
Taunton,  through  Warren  and  Bristol,  to  Newport; 
also,  from  Taunton  to  Plymouth,  and  thence  to  Boaton» 
and  from  Springfield,  in  the  State  of  Maasadiusetts,  to 
Kinderhook,  in  the  State  of  New  York ;  and  from  Spring- 
field, throui^  Northfield  and  Charlestown,  to  Windaoc, 
in  Vermont ;  and  from  Stockbridge,  in  Massachuaetts^ 
to  Bennington,  Manchester,  and  Rutland,  in  Veimont; 
and  from  Hartford,  by  Middletown,  to  New  London : 
also,  from  Hartford  to  Norwich  and  Providence ;  and 
from  Philadelphia,  by  Lancaster,  Yorktown,  CarUale, 
Shippensburg,  Bedford,  and  Greensburg,  to  Pittsburg; 
and  from  Wilmington,  by  Warwick,  Georgetown,  Cross 
Roads,  Chestertown,  Chester  Mills,  and  Easton,  to  Vi- 
enna; also,  from  Wilmington,  by  Duck  Creek  to  Do- 
ver, and  from  thence,  b^  Dagsborough,  to  Northampton 
court  house,  in  Virginia ;  and  from  Baltimore  to  Annap 
polis.  Upper  Mariborough,  PiMaitawa,  Port  Tobacco, 
Allen's  fresh,  and  Chaptico,  to  Leonardtown ;  and  finom 
Richmond,  by  Williamsburg,  Yorktown,  and  Hampton, 
to  Norfolk;  and  from  Fredericksburg,  by  Port  Royal 
and  Tappahannock,  to  Urbanna;  and  from  Petersburg; 
by  Cabm  point,  Smithfield,  and  SuflK>lk,  to  Portnnouth , 
^d  from  Suffolk  to  Edenton  and  Washington;  and 
from  Washington  to  Newborn,  and  thence  to  Wilming- 
ton ;  and  from  Fayetteville,  by  Elisabethtown,  to  WU^ 
mington ;  and  from  HalifiuL,  iorf  Hillsborough,  to  Salia- 
bury ;  and  from  New  York  to  Albany ;  from  New  York 
to  Hartford,  through  White  Plains,  North  Castle,  Sap 
lem,  Poundridge,  Ridgefield,  Danbuiy,  Newtown,  New 
Milford,  Litchfield,  Harrington,  and  Faimington ;  from 
Elisabethtown,  by  Morristown,  to  Sussex  court  house ; 
from  Alexandria,  by  Leesburg,  Shepherdstown,  Martina- 
burg,  Winchester,  SteTensbmg,  Strasburg,  Woodstock, 
and  Rockingham  court  house,  to  Staunton ;  and  from 
Richmond,  by  CharlottesviUe,  Staunton,  Lexington,  Fin- 
castle,  Montgomery  court  house,  AYythe  court  house,  Ab- 
ingdon, and  Hawlun's  court  house,  in  the  territory  sou^ 
of  the  river  Ohio,  to  Danville,  in  Kentucky ;  and  from 
Baltimore,  by  Fredericktown  and  Sharpaburg,  to  Ha^ 
garstown,  and  from  thence  to  Chambersburg :  'Provided, 
That  the  route  by  which  the  mails  are  at  present  con- 
veyed shall  in  no  case  be  altered,  without  the  conaent 
of  the  contractors,  till  the  contracts  made  by  the  Post- 
master General  shall  be  determined. 

Sic.  3.  And  be  it  fitriher  enaetedy  That  it  shall  and 
may  be'lawfiil  for  the  Postmaster  General  to  enter  into 
contracts,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  ^ye  years,  for  ex- 
tending the  line  of  posts,  and  to  au^rize  the  person  or 
persons  so  contracting  to  receive,  during  the  continu- 
ance of  such  contract,  according  to  the  rates  by  this  act 
established,  all  the  postage  which  shall  arise  on  letters, 
newspapers,  and  packets,  conveyed  by  any  such  post ; 
and  uie  roads  therein  designated  shall,  during  die  con- 
tinuance of  such  contract,  be  deemed  and  considered  as 
post  roads,  within  the  terms  and  provisions  of  this  act: 
Frooidedy  That  no  such  contract  shall  be  made  to  the 
diminuti«m  of  the  revenue  of  the  Geneiral  Poat  Office , 
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«uid  fSbaX  a  dttpHoate  of  every  eudi  contnict,  under  hand 
lAd  tfefti,  shall,  within  sixty  days  after  the  ekecuticm 
Hieraof,  be  lodged  in  the  offiiee  of  the  Com)[»troUe/r  of  the 
TMasniT  of  ^  United  dtates. 

9ko.  8.  And  he  it  fitrtkdt  eneui9d,  That  there  ^hafl 
ha  established,  aft  the  seat  of  the  Gorenanent  of  the 
fhkited  Slates,  a  General  Post  Office ;  and  there  4iaU 
be  one  Postmaster  Geneinal,  who  shall  have  anthonty  to 
ttppoint  an  asnstant  and  deputy  poetm^stetv,  at  afl 
IMaoes  where  such  shall  be  found  neoessAry ;  and  he 
Shan  provide  for  carrying  the  mail  of  the  United  States 
by  stage  carriages  or  horses,  as  he  may  judge  most  ex- 
Mdlelit,  and  as  often  as  he,  having  regard  to  the  pro- 
oneiiveness  thereof  as  well  as  otiier  droorastances,  sh^l 
tUlA  proper;  and  defray  the  expense  tfiereof,  with  aH 
oChehr  expenses  arising  on  the  coUecCion  and  manage- 
ment of  the  revenue  of  the  post  office.  He  shall  also 
hikve  power  to  preseribe  iudi  regulations  to  the  deputy 
BHataiasIa*,  and  others  emploj^  under  him,  as  may , 
be  fovnd  necessary,  and  to  superhitend  Hhe  buBiness  of 
the  dMMrtiDent,  iki  aH  the  duties  that  are  or  may  be  as* 
Higned  to  it ;  and  also  to  direct  the  route  or  road,  where 
there  are  more  than  one  between  the  places  above  es- 
tahHshed ;  which  route  or  road  shall  be  considered  as 
Ihepotftroid. 

Sk,  4.  And  ke  it  figrtket  enacted,  That  the  Posl- 
ndstet  General  shall,  once  in  three  months,  obtain  from 
Ms  deputies  the  accounts  and  vouchers  of  their  receipts 
and  expenditures^  and  the  balances  due  thereon ;  and 
shall  return  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  a  quarterly 
aoeount  of  all  the  receipts  ahd  expenditures  in  (iie  said 
diqMutmcftit,  to  be  adjusted  and  settled  as  o^er  pubHc 
•ocounts;  and  diall  pay,  quarterly,  into  the  Tr^sury 
of  the  United  States,  the  bdance  hi  his  hands.  And 
the  P^Hrtmaster  General  and  his  assistant,  and  ffae  depu- 
ty pcRrtmastets,  and  wch  as  they  may  employ  in  mehr 
offices,  shafl,  respectively,  beltm  they  enter  upon  the 
tluties,  <xt  be  Mititted  to  receive  the  emoluments  of  their 
oAoa,  take  and  subscribe,  before  some  justice  of  the 
yoice,  the  Miovmig  oath  or  affirmsttioii>  and  Ca^ise  a 
oi#tiAcale  thereof  to  be  filed  in  the  office  of  ^e  Post- 
master General :  « I  do  swear  (or  affirm,  tm  ^  case  may 
be,)  that  I  wiU  not  wMfiidly,  willingly,  and  knowing^, 
D|Mn,detaBn»  or  delay,  or  cause,  procure^  permit,  or  sumr 
«D  be  opened,  detohied,  or  delayed,  any  letter  er  packet 
which  shaH  eamt  into  my  hunds,  power,  or  custody)  by 
nasoli  of  mvemptoymebtin,  or  rela^g  to,  the  post  office, 
«Koept  by  the  •consent  of  die  person  to  whom  me  same  is 
OjM^  or  oxc^t  in  such  cases  whei«  the  party  to 
Whom  such  letter  or  packet  shall  be  directed,  or  who  is 
durged  with  the  postage  thereof,  shall  refuse  or  neglect 
to  pay  the  poiAage ;  and  except  such  letten  or  packets 
As  ahaU  be  rstumed  for  want  of  true  Erections;  or  vrhere 
jm  paar^  to  whom  the  same  are  addressed  cannot  be 
fimnd;  and  that  f  wiD  not,  any  way,  embezzle  any  sudi 
tMcrerptckat"  And  the  contractors  for  carrying  the 
mail,  and  their  agents  oir  servants,  to  whom  the  core  of 
Iks  mafl  shaU  be  entr«stsd,  shaU,  before  their  disdiarg- 
iBf  the  saM  thHt,  take  and  sttbscrlbe  Ac  fottowiAg  oath 
«r  ailfemalaoii,  and  oaiMe  a  certificirte  thereof  to  be  filed, 
»  aforesaid!  ^ I  do  swear  (er  affiim,  an  the  ease  may 
be^)  that  I  witt  foithftilly  eotectite  and  perfotm  an  the 
mies  required  of  me,  aftd  abstain  fiiom  eveiry  ttifatg  for^ 
biddan  by  the  act,  entitfed  «<  An  act  to  establish  the  post 
ofiee  and  poet  roads  within  the  United  States." 

Sao.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Toat  it  shall  be 
^otoy  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  provide  for  Uie 
Mveyanee  aoreas  any  forry  of  die  t&ti  and  the  'car«- 
iiitga,  sod  the  hovaa  carrying  th6  same.  And  if  any 
peiftiM  ahall  ofamruct  ar  retaid  ^  pflnaagie  of  the  imA,  I 


or  of  any  horse  or  carriage  carrjring  the  same,  he  idialL 
upoh  <^niviciion,  for  every  audi  offisnce,  pay  a  fine,  not 
exceeding  one  htmdted  doUare.  And  if  any  ferrymak 
shall,  by  wilfrd  negfigenoe,  or  refbsal  to  transport  thd 
mail  across  any  forry,  delay  the  sune,  he  shall  fofftife 
and  pay,  for  ea^  half  hwa  that  the  same  shaM  be  so 
delayed,  a  sum  not  exceeding  ten  dollars^ 

Sec. 6.  Andheit  fmiker  enaeted.  That  it  shaH  lift 
the  duty  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  give  public  ft^ 
tice,  in  onO  or  mote  of  the  newspapeta  j^Hsfaed  at  thi 
seat  of  Government  of  the  United  States,  for  at  least 
twelve  weeks  before  the  entering  into  any  contract  fo^ 
the  conveyance  of  the  mail,  that  such  contract  is  intend- 
ed to  be  made,  and  the  day  on  which  it  shall  be  eon- 
eluded ;  describing  the  places  from  and  to  which  soah 
mail  is  to  be  conveyed ;  the  time  at  which  it  is  to  be 
made  up,  the  day  and  hour  at  which  it  is  to  be  delivered^ 
and  the  penalty  or  penalties  for  non-performance  of  the 
stipulations.  He  mall,  moreover,  within  tiiirty  days 
after  the  making  of  any  contract,  lodge  the  same,  ir^ 
gather  vri^  the  propooals  which  he  shaD  have  received 
jrespecting  the  same,  in  the  office  of  the  OomptroUer  ^ 
the  Treasuiy  of  the  United  States. 

Sac.  7.  And  be  itfwiher  enacted,  That  every  depu- 
ty postmaster  shall  iLeep  an  office,  in  which  one  or  more 
persons  shall  attend,  at  such  hours  as  the  Postmaster 
General  shall  direct,  for  the  purpose  of  performing  the 
duties  thereof;  and  all  letters  brought  to  any  post  office 
half  an  hour  before  the  time  of  making  iq>  the  mail  at 
such  office,  sh^  be  forwarded  therein ;  and  tiie  letters 
to  be  delivered  at  any  other  post  office  shall  be  sealed 
up  togedier,  and  the  seal  iftiall  not  be  broken  untO  they 
are  so  delivered. 

Sac.  a  And  he  it  farther  enaeted.  That  ^e  Post- 
master General  shaH  be  allowed  for  his  services  at  thft 
rate  of  two  thousand  doUata  per  annum ;  his  assiatahft 
at  the  rate  of  one  thousand  doUars  per  annum,  to  be 
paid  quarteriy,  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States; 
and  no  foes  or  perquisites  shall  be  received  by  either 
of  them  on  account  of  the  duties  to  be  performed  in  vii^ 
tue  of  their  anointments. 

Sxc  0.  Ana  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  March  next,  the  deputy  postma** 
ter,  and  persons  authorized  by  the  Postmaster  General, 
shall  demand  and  receive,  for  the  postage  and  convey- 
ance of  letters  and  packets,  except  such  as  are  herein- 
after excepted,  according  to  the  several  rates  and  sums 
following : 

For  the  postage  of  every  single  letter  to  or  from  any 
place,  by  land,  not  exceeding  thirty  miles,  six  cents ; 

Over  thirty  mUes,  and  not  exceeding  sixty,  e^gllt 
cents; 

Over  sixty  miles,  and  not  exceeding  one  hnndred^ 
ten  cents ; 

Over  one  hundred  miles,  and  not  exceeding  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty,  twelve  cents  and  a  half; 

Over  one  hundred  and  filfy  mSes,  and  not  exceeding 
two  hundred,  fifteen  cents ; 

Over  two  hundred  miles,  and  not  exceeding  two  htn^ 
dred  and  Uttr,  seventeen  cents; 

Over  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  and  not  exceCifing 
three  himdred  and  fifty,  twenty  cents; 

And  to  and  from  any  phu^e,  by  land,  mot«  thaanlbiff 
hundred  m3es,  twenty-five  cents. 

And  every  douUe  letter  shall  pay  double  ^m  tM 
rates;  every  triple  letter,  triple;  every  packet  weiglun^ 
one  ounce  avoirdupois,  to  pay  at  the  rate  of  four  aingfe 
letters  for  each  onnee;  and  in  that  proportion  for  anjr 
greater  weight 

Stv.  1#.  And  ht  M  faHhflr  thettied^  Thatidl  ktteta 


^i 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


162 


jAlttlARY,  1792.] 


Froceedingi. 


fSENATfi. 


Mtaing  by  tea,  to  and  from  the  tTnited  States,  jn  packet 
loats  or  regteU,  the  property  of,  or  ptovided  1^,  the 
United  States,  and  all  letters  brought  by  sea  into  the 
tNiited  States,  in  any  o^er  ship  dr  vessel,  shall  be  rtited 
tthd  charged  as  fi^ows : 

For  every  siiigle  letter  brought  ihto,  or  sent  frotn,  Ae 
t}hfted  States,  by  Hea,  in  any  packet,  bobt,  or  vessel, 
belonging  to,  or  employed  by,  the  United  States,  eight 
cents; 
For  every  double  letter,  riiteen  cents ; 
For  ervety  triple  letter,  tweHty-fbttr  cents ; 
For  every  tetter  brpnght  into  the  Ubited  States,  or 
emed  frotn  one  port  therein  to  another,  by  sea,  in  imy 
Other  ahip  or  vessel,  four  cents,  if  delivered  at  the  place 
where  the  same  shall  arrive ;  and.  if  directed  to  any  odier 
t^lace,  -trith  the  addition  of  the  lute  postage  as  other  let:- 
ters  are  made  subject  to  the  payment  of  by  this  act 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  furtk&  enacted^  That,  if  tmy 
l^mty  postmaster,  or  other  petson  auUichrized  by  the 
Postmaster  Genera),  shall  demand  or  receive  any  rate 
of  postftge,  or  any  gratuity  or  reward,  other  than  is  pro- 
vided by  &dB  act  for  the  postage  of  letten  or  packets,  oti 
conviction  thereof  he  idiall  forfeit,  foir  such  ctence,  one 
bundled  dollars,  and  shall  be  rendered  incapable  of 
holding  any  office  under  die  United  States. 

Sbc.  13.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted.  That  no  ship  or 
vessel,  arriving  at  any  port  witiiin  the  United  States, 
Where  h  post  office  is  established,  shall  be  permitted  to 
report,  make  entry,  or  break  bulk,  t£D  the  master  ot 
^nbnander  shall  have  delivered  to  the  postmaster  all 

^  directed  to  any  person  or  persons  vrithin  the 
1  Stated,  which,  imder  his  care,  or  within  his  pow- 
er, shall  be  brought  ki  such  riiip  or  vessel,  other  than 
^ch  ai  Are  ^^cted  to  the  owner  or  consignee,  or  per- 
son concerned  in  any  merdiandise  (st  laSng  in  such 
ihS^  or  vessel ;  but  when  a  vessel  fiSiall  be  bound  to 
Another  port  than  that  at  which  she  may  enter,  and  there 
18  tio  communication  by  post  between  such  port  of  entry, 
and  her  port  of  delivery,  die  letters  belonging  to,  or  to 
be  delivered  at  tile  said  port  of  delivery,  shall  not  be  de- 
livered to  the  postmaster,  at  &e  port  of  entry.  And  it 
shall  foe  the  duty^  of  the  collector,  or  other  officer  of  tiie 
port  empowered  to  receive  entries  of  ships  or  vessels,  to 
Require  fh>m  every  master  or  commander  of  such  ^p 
Or  vessel,  an  oa^  or  affirmation,  purporting  that  he  has 
delivered  all  such  letten  as  aforesaid. 

Sic.  13.  And  be  it  pnihiO'  enacted,  Tliat  the  post- 
mastera,  to  whom  such  letters  may  be  delivered,  ^bSL 
pay  to  tiie  master,  commander,  or  other  person,  deHver- 
ing  the  same,  two  cents  for  every  sudi  letter  or  packet; 
and  shun  obtain,  from  die  person  delivering  die  same, 
a  certificate,  spedfying  the  number  of  letters  and  pack- 
ets, with  the  name  of  the  ship  or  vessel,  and  the  place 
from  whence  she  last  sailed ;  which  certificate,  together 
wilSi  a  receipt  for  the  mohey,  shall  be,  with  his  half 
yearly  accounts,  transmitted  to  the  Postmaster  General, 
who  flhftll  credit  the  amouht  thereof  to  the  postmaster 
forwarding  the  same. 

Sic.  14.  And  be  &fulih&  enacted,  That,  if  any 
Mson,  other  than  the  Postmaster  Genei^  or  his  depu- 
ties, shall  take  up,  receive,  order,  despatch,  convey,  cany, 
Or  deliver,  any  letter  or  letters,  packet  or  packets,  mr 
hire  or  reward,  on  any  estabtished  post  r<>ad,  or  shaU  be 
eonceraed  in  setdng  up  any  foot  or  honse  po^t,  or  any 
packet,  or  other  vessel  or  boat,  or  aby  conveyance  what- 
ever, whereby  the  revenue  of  the  General  Post  Office 
tnay  be  injured,  every  person  so  Offending  shaJl  forfeit, 
for  every  such  oiSance,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars, 
isid  fbr  continuing  so  to  oflend  for  one  or  more  weeks,  shall 
ftr^voy  week,  tbrfeit  thfe  6um  ofthree  huadred  dollars. 


Sec  15.  Ptotidcd,  nebetthekss,  and  be  ttfuerthet  e/ty 
acted,  That  it  shall  be  lawfiil  for  the  masters  of  ships 
and  vessels,  conductors  of  pack  horses,  and  for  canri^ 
of  goods  by  carts  or  wagons,  to  be  carriers  and  d^liveiS- 
ers  of  all  such  letterii  or  packets,  as  immediately  concern 
any  merchandise  or  lading  in  such  dnp  or  vessel,  or 
such  goods  or  morchandise  as  are  utider  the  imme^tO 
care  or  inspection  of  such  masters,  conductor^,  or  car- 
riers ;  provided,  smm  master,  conductor,  or  carrier,  shaft 
deliver  every  stich  letter  to  the  person  or  persons  tO 
whom  it  is  addressed,  widiout  hire  or  reward :  Pivmded, 
abo,  That  H  shaH  and  may  be  law^fhl  for  eveiy  person 
to  send  letters  Or  packets  by  any  private  fiiend,  or  by 
special  messenger. 

Sxc.  16.  And  he  ttfitrther  enitcted,  That  the  deputy  . 
postmasters,  or  agents  of  the  Postmaster  General,  ^hafl 
duly  aecount,  and  answer  to  him,  for  all  bnr  or  way  ]ot> 
ters,  and  shaH  sped^  die  same,  whether  smgle,  double, 
triple,  or  ounce  weight,  in  die  post  bill ;  and  if  any 
deputy  postmaster,  or  agent,  shall  neglect  so  to  account 
he  or  they,  so  offending,  shaH,  on  conviction  thereof 
forfeit,  for  every  touch  oronce,  a  sum  not  exceedih^  on^ 
hundred  dollars. 

8»c.  17.  And  be  itfiaihOr  enacted,  That,  if  any  p*- 
son  employed  in  any  of  the  departments  6i  the  General 
Post  Office  shall  unlawfiiUy  detain,  delay,  or  open,  ant 
letter,  packet,  newspaper,  bag,  or  mail  of  letters,  with 
Whidi  he  shaU  be  entrusted,  or  which  shaH  have  coiliO 
to  his  possession,  and  which  are  intended  to  be  con- 
veyed by  post;  or,  if  any  such  person  shall  secrete,  em- 
bezzle, or  destroy,  any  letter,  newroi^r,  or  packet  en* 
trusted  to  him  as  aforesaid,  and  which  shftll  not  contaiA 
any  security  for,  or  assurance  relating  to,  money,  ai 
herejnafrer  descrfoed,  every  such  ofTen^r,  being  thereof 
duly  convicted,  shaO,  for  every  such  offence,  be  fined 
not  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars.  Or  imprisoned  not 
exceeding  six  months,  or  both,  according  to  the  drcum^ 
stances  and  aggravations  of  the  offence.  And  if  anj^ 
person,  employed  as  aforesaid,  sludl  secrete,  embezzle^ 
or  destroy,  any  letter,  piicket,  bag,  or  mail  of  letters, 
with  Which  he  shall  be  entrusted,  or  which  shall  have 
come  to  his  possession,  and  are  intended  to  be  conveyed 
by  post,  containing  any  bank  note,  Or  bank  post  bill,  bill 
of  exchange.  Warrant  of  the  Treasury  of  die  United 
States,  note  of  assignment  of  stodt  in  the  funds,  letteri 
of  attorney  for  receiving  annuities  or  dividends,  or  for 
setting  stock  in  the  frmds,  or  for  recinving  the  interest 
thereof,  or  Uny  letter  of  cre<]^  or  note  fbr,  or  relating  to, 
the  payment  of  money,  or  other  bond  or  warrtmt,  draft, 
bill,  or  promissory  note,  whatsoever,  for  the  payment  of 
money  4  or,  if  any  such  person,  employed  as  aforesaid, 
shall  steal  or  take  any  of  the  same  out  of  any  letter, 
packet,  bag.  or  miail  of  letters,  that  shall  come  to  hit 
possession,  he  shall,  on  conviction  for  any  stch  offetice*, 
suffer  deadi.  And  if  any  peiBon  who  ^all  have  taken 
chsrge  of  th6  mad  of  the  United  States,  ^all  quit  or 
desert  die  same  before  his  arrival  at  the  next  post  office, 
or  shall  not  use  diligence  to  arrive  teasonabfy  at  tho 
same,  every  such  person,  so  offending,  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars  for  every 
sudi  o^nce.  And  if  any  peirtBon  concerned  in  carry- 
ing the  mail  of  die  United  States,  shall  collect,  receive^ 
or  carry,  any  letter  or  packet,  or  shall  cause  or  procuro 
the  same  to  be  done,  contraj:y  to  this  act,  dveiy  such 
offender  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for  every  mich  offence,  i 
sum  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  If  any  per* 
son  or  persons  shall  rob  any  carrier  of  the  mail  of  tho 
United  States  of  such  mail,  or  if  any  pen  on  shall  rob 
the  mail,  in  which  letters  are  sent  to  be  conveyed  1^ 
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post,  of  any  letter,  packet,  bag,  or  mail  of  letten,  or  shall 
steal  such  mail,  or  shall  steid  and  take  from  or  oat  of 
the  same,  or  from  or  out  of  any  bag  or  mail  of  letters, 
or  from  or  out  of  any  post  office,  house,  or  place,  for  the 
receipt  or  delivery  of  letters  or  packets,  sent,  or  to  be 
sent,  by  post,  any  letter  or  packet,  such  offender  or  of- 
fenders shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  suffer  death. 

8ic.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  deputy 
postmasters  shall,  respectively,  pubMsh,  at  the  expiration 
oi  every  three  months,  in  one  of  the  newspapers  pub- 
lished at  or  nearest  die  place  of  his  reddenoe,  for  three 
successive  weeks,  a  list  of  all  the  letters  then  remaining 
in  their  respective  offices ;  and,  at  the  expiration  of  the 
next  three  months,  shall  send  such  of  the  said  letters  as 
then  remain  on  hand,  as  dead  letters,  to  Uie  General 
Post  Office,  where  the  same  shall  be  opened  and  in- 
spected ;  and  if  any  valuable  papers,  or  matter  of  con- 
sequence, shall  be  found  therem,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Postmaster  General  to  cause  a  descriptive  list  thereof 
to  be  inserted  in  one  of  the  newspapers  published  at  the 
place  most  convenient  to  where  the  owner  may  be  sup- 
posed to  reside,  if  within  the  United  States;  and  such 
fetter  and  the  contents  shall  be  preserved,  to  be  delivered 
to  the  person  to  whom  the  same  shall  be  addressed,  upon 
I>ayment  pf  the  postage  and  the  expense  of  publica- 
tion. 

8bc.  80.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  follow- 
ing letters  and  packets,  and  no  otiber,  shall  be  received 
and  conveyed  by  post,  free  of  postage,  under  such  re- 
strictions as  are  hereinafter  provided ;  tiiat  is  to  say :  all 
letters  and  packets  to  or  from  the  President  or  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States ;  and  all  letters  and  pack- 
ets, not  exceeding  two  ounces  in  weight,  to  or  from  any 
member  of  the  Senate  or  House  of  Representatives,  the 
Becretaiy  of  the  Senate,  or  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  during  their  actual  attendance  in  any 
session  of  Congress,  and  twenty  days  after  such  session, 
aU  letters  to  and  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
and  his  assistant.  Comptroller,  Register,  and  Auditor  of 
the  Treasury,  the  Treasurer,  the  Secretary  of  State,  the 
Secretary  of  War,  the  Postmaster  Genend,  and  Ids  as- 
siBtant  and  deputies,  under  such  restrictions  as  shall  be 
enjoined  upon  the  Postmaster  General  by  the  President 
of  the  Umted  States :  Provided,  That  no  person,  hav- 
ing the  privilege  of  franking  letters,  shall  frank  or  en- 
close any  letter  or  packet,  other  than  his  own ;  but  any 
public  letter  or  packet  fit>m  the  Department  of  the 
Treasuiy  may  be  franked  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury or  the  assistant  Secretary,  or  by  the  ComptroUer, 
Register,  Auditor,  or  Treasurer;  and  that,  in  all  cases, 
such  person  shall  deliver  to  the  post  office  every  letter 
or  padiet  enclosed  to  him,  which  may  be  directed  to  any 
other  person,  noting  the  place  frt)m  whence  it  came  by 
post,  and  the  usual  ^tage  shall  be  charged  diereon. 

Sic.  31.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  per- 
son shall  counterfeit  the  hand-writing  of  any  other  per- 
son, in  order  to  evade  the  payment  of  postage,  audi 
person  or  persons,  so  offending,  and  being  thereof  duly 
convicted,  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for  every  such  offence, 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  doUars. 

Sic.  22.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  every  printer 
of  newspapers  may  send  one  paper  to  each  and  every 
other  printer  of  newspapers  within  the  United  States, 
free  of  postage;  under  such  regulations  as  the  Post- 
master Genera]  shall  provide. 

Sic.  23.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  all  news- 
papers, conveyed  in  the  mail,  shall  be  under  a  cover, 
open  at  one  end,  carried  in  separate  bags  from  the  let- 
ters, and  charged  with  the  payment  of  one  cent  for  any 
distance  not  more  than  one  hundred  miles,  and  one  cent 


and  a  hdf  for  any  greater  distance ;  and  it  shall  be  th« 
duty  of  die  Postmaster  Greneral  and  lus  deputy  to  keep 
a  separate  account  for  the  newspapers,  and  the  depu^ 
postmasters  shall  receive  fifty  per  cent  on  the  postage 
of  all  newspapers ;  and  if  any  other  matter  or  thing  be 
enclosed  in  such  papers,  the  whole  packet  shall  be 
charged  agreeably  to  the  rates  established  by  this  act 
for  letters  or  packets. 

Sic.  24.  And  he  U  further  enacted.  That  the  Post- 
master General  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  allow 
to  the  deputy  postmasters,  respectively,  such  commis- 
sion on  the  moneys  arising  from  the  postage  of  letters 
and  packets  as  he  shall  think  adequate  to  their  respect- 
ive services :  Provided,  That  the  said  commission  shaU 
not  exceed  twenty  per  centum  to  any  deputy,  other 
than  the  postmaster,  at  the  port  where  the  European 
packets  do  or  shall  steadily  arrive,  to  whom  such  fiir- 
ther  allowance,  in  addition  to  the  emoluments  of  his 
office,  shall  be  made  as  the  Postmaster  General  shall 
deem  a  reasonable  compensation  for  his  extra  services 
in  the  receipt  and  despatch  of  letters,  originally  received 
into  lus  office,  from  on  board  such  packets,  and  by  him 
forwarded  to  other  offices :  Andpravided,  alao,  That  the 
compensations  aforesaid  shall  not  exceed  fifteen  hundred 
dollars  per  annum  to  any  one  postmaster. 

Sic.  26.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  it  shall  be 
the  duW  of  the  postmasters  of  the  respective  cities  of 
New  York,  Philadelphia,  Annapolis,  and  Charleston, 
and  of  the  towns  of  Portsmouth,  in  New  Hampshire, 
Boston,  Salem,  Providence,  Newport,  and  Baltimore,  to 
cause  all  letters  directed  to  persons  in  any  of  the  said 
cities  or  towns,  or  the  liberties  thereof  to  be  delivered 
at  the  houses  or  dwelling  of  such  persons ;  and  that  one 
cent,  in  addition  to  the  postage,  be  charged  on  every 
letter  or  packet  so  delivered. 

Sic.  26.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  de- 
puty postmaster,  or  other  person  authorized  to  receive 
the  postage  of  letters  and  packets,  shall  neglect  or  re- 
fiise  to  render  account,  and  pay  over  to  the  Postmaster 
General  the  balance  by  him  due,  at  the  end  of  every 
six  months,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Postmaster  (Gen- 
eral to  cause  a  suit  to  be  commenced  against  the  per- 
son or  persons  so  neglecting  or  refusing ;  and  if  the 
Postmaster  General  shall  not  cause  such  suit  to  be  oom« 
menced  within  six  months  from  the  end  of  every  such 
half  year,  the  balances  due  from  every  such  delinquent 
shall  be  charged  to,  and  recoverable  from,  the  Postmas- 
ter Greneral. 

Sic.  27.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  all  penal- 
ties and  forfeitures  recovered  under  this  act  shall  be  one 
half  for  the  use  of  the  person  or  persons  informing  and 
prosecuting  for  the  same,  the  other  half  to  the  use  of 
the  United  States. 

Sic.  28.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be 
lawfril  for  the  Postmaster  General  to  make  provinon  at 
the  post  office  of  every  seaport  of  the  United  States, 
where  it  may  be  necessary,  for  the  receipt  of  all  letters 
and  packets  intended  to  be  conveyed  by  any  ship  or 
vessel,  beyond  sea,  or  from  any  port  of  the  United  States 
to  another  port  therein ;  and  the  letters  so  received  shall 
be  formed  into  a  mail,  sealed  up,  and  directed  to  the 

rtmaster  of  the  port  to  which  such  ship  or  vessel  shall 
bound ;  and  for  every  letter  or  packet  so  received, 
there  shall  be  paid  at  the  time  of  its  reception  a  postage 
of  one  cent  And  the  Postmaster  General  may  make 
arrangements  with  the  postmasters  in  any  foreign  coun- 
try for  the  reciprocal  receipt  and  dehvery  of  letters  and 
packets  through  the  post  offices. 

Sic.  29.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  deputy 
postmasters,  and  the  persons  employed  in  the  transport^- 
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tkm  of  the  hmuI,  sfaall  be  exempt  from  militia  duties,  or 
any  fine  or  penalty  for  neglect  tiiereo£ 

8bc.  80.  And  oe  it  further  enacted,  That  all  the  snr- 
plos  lerenue  of  the  General  Post  Office,  previous  to  the 
passing  of  this  act,  and  not  heretofore  appropriated,  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  towards  defraying 
any  deficiency  which  may  arise  in  the  revenue  of  the 
said  dqiartment  for  ^e  year  next  ensumg. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  *^the 
bill  for  the  encouragement  of  the  bank  and  other 
cod  fisheries,  and  for  the  regulation  and  govern- 
ment of  the  fishermen  employed  therein,"  and 
aj^reed  to  sundry  amendments;  and,  on  the  ques- 
tion. 

Shall  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading?  The 
yeas  and  nays  being  taken,  stood — 

YBA.Si>— Messrs.  Bassett,  Burr,  Cabot,  Carroll,  Dick- 
inson, Ellsworth,  Few,  Foster,  Gunn,  Henry,  Izard, 
King,  Lang[don,  Lee,  Monroe,  Morris,  Read,  Robinson, 
Rutherfurd,  Sherman,  Stanton,  Strong,  and  Wingate^ — 


Nats^ — Messrs.    Bradley,    Butler,    Hawkins,    and 
Johnston^ — 4. 

So  it  was  agreed  that  the  bill  should  pass  to  the 
third  xeading. 


Wednesday,  January  11. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the 
time  limited  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  United 
States  with  the  individual  States;"  and, 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  with  the  following 
amendments: 

After  the  first  section,  insert  the  following: 

«  Sic.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  aforesaid 
act  shall  extend  to  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  be- 
tween &e  United  States  and  the  State  of  Vermont 
And  that,  until  the  first  day  of  December  next  shall  be 
allowed  for  the  said  State  to  exhibit  its  claims. 

"  And  that  section  2  be  made  to  read  section  3." 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  desire  the  con- 
currence of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the 
amendments  to  this  bill. 

The  following  Message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  was  received: 

Oentiemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  House  of  Representaiioes :  . 

I  lay  before  you,  in  confidence,  two  Reports  made  to 
me  by  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  rela- 
tively to  the  present  state  of  affiiurs  on  the  western  fron- 
tiers of  the  United  States. 

In  these  Reports,  the  causes  of  the  present  war  with 
the  Indians,  the  measures  taken  by  me  Executive  to 
terminate  it  amicably,  and  the  mUitary  preparations  for 
the  late  campaign,  are  stated  and  explained ;  and  also 
a  plan  suggested  of  such  farther  measures  on  die  occa- 
rion  as  appear  just  and  expedient. 

I  am  persuaded,  gentlemen,  that  you  will  take  this 
miportant  subject  into  your  immediate  and  serious  con- 
sideration, and  that  the  result  of  your  deliberations  will 
be  the  adoption  of  sudi  wise  and  efficient  measures  as 
will  reflect  honor  on  our  national  councils,  and  promote 
the  weljkre  of  our  countiy.      G.  WASHINGTON. 

UvrriD  Statxs,  Januaiy  1 1, 179S. 


The  Messa^  and  papers  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  third  reading  of 
the  ''bill  for  the  encouragement  of  the  bank  and 
other  cod  fisheries,  and  for  the  regulation  and  gov- 
ernment of  the  fishermen  employed  ^herein  j"  and, 
after  agreeing  to  a  further  amendment, 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass ;  that  the  title  Oiere- 
of  be,  "An  act  for  the  encouragement  of  the  bank 
and  other  cod  fisheries,  and  for  the  regulation  and 
government  of  the  fishermen  employed  therein ;" 
mat  it  be  engrossed,  and  that  the  Secretary  desire 
the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
therein. 

The  bill  is  as  follows: 

An  Act  for  the  encouragement  of  the  bank  and  other 
cod  fisheries,  and  for  the  regulation  and  government 
of  the  fishermen  employed  Sierein. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent' 
atives  of  the  United  States  of  Atneriea  in  Vongress 
assembled.  That  the  bounty  now  allowed  upon  the  ex- 
portation of  dried  fish,  of  the  fisheries  of  the  United 
States,  diall  cease  on  all  dried  fish  exported  after  the 
10th  day  of  June  next;  and  in  heu  thereof  and  for  the 
more  immediate  encouragement  of  the  said  fisheries, 
there  shall  be  afterwards  paid,  on  the  last  day  of  De- 
cember, annually,  to  the  owner  of  every  vessel  or  his 
agent,  by  the  collector  of  the  district  where  such  vessel 
may  belong,  that  shall  be  qualified  agreeably  to  law  for 
carrying  on  the  bank  and  other  cod  fisheries,  and  that 
shall  actually  have  been  employed  therein  at  sea  for  the 
term  of  four  months,  at  the  least,  of  the  fishing  season 
next  preceding,  which  season  is  accounted  to  be  from 
the  last  day  of  February  to  the  last  day  of  November  in 
every  year,  for  each  and  every  ton  of  such  vessel's  bur- 
den, according  to  her  admeasurement  as  licensed  or  en- 
rolled, if  of  twenty  tons,  and  not  exceeding  thirty  tons, 
one-and-a-half  dollars ;  and  if  above  thirty  tons,  two-and- 
a-half  dollars;  of  which  bounty  three-eighth  parts  shaU 
accrue  and  belong  to  the  ovmer  of  such  fishing  vessel, 
and  the  other  five-eighth  parts  thereof  shall  be  divided 
by  him,  his  agent,  or  lawful  representative,  to  and  among 
Ae  several  fishermen  who  shall  have  been  employed  in 
such  vessel  during  the  season  aforesaid,  or  a  part  theie- 
of,  as  the  case  may  be,  in  such  proportions  as  the  fish 
they  shall  respectively  have  taken  may  bear  to  the  whole 
quantity  of  fish  taken  on  board  such  vessel  during  such 
season :  Provided,  That  the  bounty  to  be  allow^  and 
paid  on  any  one  vessel,  for  one  season,  shall  not  exceed 
one  hundred  and  seventy  doUars. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  on  die  last 
day  of  December,  annually,  as  aforesaid,  there  shall  also 
be  paid  to  the  owner  of  every  fishing  boat  or  vessel,  of 
more  than  five  tons,  and  less  than  twenty  tons,  or  to  his 
agent  or  lawful  representative,  by  the  c&Uector  of  the 
district  where  such  boat  or  vessel  may  belong,  the  sum 
of  one  dollar  upon  every  ton  admeasurement  of  such 
boat  or  vessel ;  which  bounty  shall  be  accounted  for  as 
part  of  die  proceeds  of  the  fiures  of  said  boat  or  vessel, 
and  shall  accordingly  be  so  divided  among  all  persons 
interested  therein :  Provided,  however,  That  diis  bounty 
shall  be  allowed  only  to  such  boats  or  vessels  as  shaH 
have  actually  been  employed  at  sea  in  the  cod 'fishery, 
for  the  term  of  four  months  at  least  of  the  preceding 
season :  And  provided,  also.  That  such  boat  or  vessel 
shall  have  landed,  in  the  course  of  said  preceding  season, 
a  quantity  of  fish,  not  less  than  twelve  quintals  for  every 
ton  of  her  admeasurement ;  the  said  quantity  offish  to 
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W  fkacvrUiaed  wbfxi  4nBd  and  eured  fit  for  exportation, 
and  according  to  the  weight  thereof,  aa  the  same  ahaU 
weigh  at  the  time  of  deliveiy,  when  actually  aM ;  which 
account  of  the  weight,  with  the  original  adjuatment  and 
aettlement  of  the  fiure  or  &refl  among  the  ownera  and 
fishermen,  together  with  a  written  account  of  the  length, 
breadth,  and  depth  of  said  boat  or  veaael,  and  the  time 
■he  has  actually  been  employed  in  the  fiaheiT  in  the  pre- 
ceding season,  shall,  in  all  cases,  be  produced  and  sworn 
to  before  the  said  collector  of  the  district,  in  order  to  en- 
title the  owner,  his  agent,  or  lawfiil  representative,  to 
reeehre  the  bounty  albreeaid.  And  i^  at  any  time  within 
one  year  after  payment  of  audi  bounty,  it  shall  appear 
^at  any  fraud  or  deceit  haa  been  practised  in  obtaining 
the  same,  the  boat  or  vesael  upon  which  such  bounty 
shall  have  been  paid,  if  found  within  the  district  afore- 
aaid,  shall  be  foifeited ;  otherwise  the  owner  or  owners 
having  practised  such  fraud  or  deceit,  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  one  nundred  dollara ;  to  be  sued  for,  recovered,  and 
appropriated,  in  like  manner  as  forfeitures  and  penalties 
are  to  be  txmd  for,  weccmnd,  aad  appropriated,  for  any 
breach  of  an  act,  entitied  *<An  aot  to  provide  mora 
effectually  for  the  coHfidipn  of  the  duties  impoaed  by 
law  on  goods,  warea,  and  marcbaftdiae,  imporiad  into 
the  United  8tatea,  and  an  the  toonage  of  ahipa  or  vea- 


t* 


Saor  3.  And  h  Ufwrikfr  mfuUd.  That  the  owner 
or  ownara  of  every  mhing  veaael  of  twenty  toaa  and 
upwards,  his  or  ^evr  ageata  or  lawful  re^ieaeiitativa, 
phaU,  previoua  to  reoaiving  the  bounty  which  ia  pro- 
vided for  IB  this  act,  pvoduce,  to  the  collector  who  is 
antboriaed  to  pay  ^  same,  the  arigirud  agreameat  or 
agreements  whidi  may  have  been  made  with  the  fisk- 
annen  employed  on  board  such  vessel,  as  ia  hereinbefore 
laquired,  and  also  a  oartificate,  to  be  by  him  or  them 
aubaflribed,  therein  mentioning  the  par&eular  days  on 
whidi  aud^  veaael  aailad  and  returned  on  the  several 
voyagea  or  feres  she  may  have  made  in  the  preceding 
fishing  season,  to  the  truth  of  wtueh,  they  sluUl  awaar 
or  affirm  before  the  collector  aforesaid. 

Sac.  4.  Aafii  be  U  Juriker  enaeUd,  That  no  ship  or 
▼aaaal,  of  twenty  tone  or  upwaida,  employed  aa  afore- 
aakl,  ahall  be  entitled  to  the  bounty  granted  by  thii  aot, 
unless  ib»  skipper  ov  maater  thereof  diall,  before  he  pro- 
oaada  on  any  fiahing  voyage,  make  aa  agreement,  in 
writing  or  in  print,  voth  every  fiaharman  employed  thase- 
in,  excepting  only  any  apprentice  or  aervant  of  himself 
or  owner ;  and,  in  addition  to  aueh  terms  of  shipment 
as  may  be  agnied  on,  shall,  in  such  agreement,  evpreaa 
whether  the  aama  ia  1^  cantioiue  for  one  voyage,  or  for 
the  fiahing  aeaaon,  and  shall  aiso  ezpreaa  that  the  fiah, 
or  the  proceeds  of  such  fiahing  voyage  or  voyi^aa  whic^ 
mifjy  aippertain  to  the  fishermen,  shall  be  di^ded  among 
tbem  m  proportion  to  the  quantitiea  or  nVBiber  of  ipid 
fiah  thay  may,  ramctmly,  have  cavgbt;  whioh  agree- 
i^nt  shall  be  endoraed  or  oonntaiaiffvad  by  the  owner 
of  such  fiahint  veaael,  or  hia  agent;  and  if  a^y  fiahar^ 
man,  having  engaged  himaeif  fix  a  vofwge,  or  for  tiM 
fiahing  aeaaon*  in  any  fiahing  veaael,  and  aigned  a» 
agreanient  thMafor,  aa  afonanaiij  shall  thaiaaBe^  and 
whila  anch  agreement  raouuna  in  force,  and  to  be  pec- 
fiMmadi  daaert  or  abaant  himaeif  firaon  aaoh  veaael,  vrith- 
o«t  JaiFo  of  tha  maater  or  akipper  thereof,  oir  «f  the  owner 
ear  hia  agyna,  anoh  deaerter  shatt  be  liaUe  la  the  aitoa 
peffaUiea  A  deaarting  aeaaien  or  marineiv  are  ant^aBl 
to  in  tha  merehant'a  aervioa,  and  may*  in  the  like  man- 
ner,  and  mp  the  like  oomplaint  aad  proio^  be  aippae- 
handed  and  datainad;  ftd  all  coata  of  prooaaa  and  com- 
mitment,  if  psid  by  the  master  or  owner,  ahaU  be  de- 
dwoted  ant  of  the  ahaia  oC  fisbi  or  poeeedi  aC  any  fiahing 


voyaga»  to  wliaeh  auah  deaerter  halh  or  ahaU  b»p9iHi 
entitled.  And  any  fiaheiman,  haying  engaged  b^m«> 
self  aa  afi^ieaaid,  who  shall,  during  auoh  fiahmg  voyi^ 
refiiae  or  neglect  hia  proper  du^  on  board  the  fishvay 
vessel,  being  thereto  ordaieed  or  required  by  the  master 
or  skipper  thereof  or  ahall  othervriae  reaiat  hia  just  ca«r 
manda,  to  tha  hindrance  or  detriment  of  am^  vofyagi^ 
besides  being  answerable  for  all  damagea  ariaing  Uiera- 
bv,  shall  forfeit,  to  the  use  of  the  owner  of  such  vessel, 
his  share  of  the  bounty  which  shall  be  paid  upon  auch 
voyage,  as  ia  herein  granted. 

Sac.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  where  an 
agreement  or  contract  shall  be  so  made  and  signed,  text 
a  fishing  voyage,  or  fair  the  fishing  season,  and  any  fish, 
which  may  have  been  caught  on  boarda  uch  vessel  dur- 
ing the  same,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  owner,  or  to  hia 
agent,  for  cure,  and  ahall  be  aold  by  aaid  owner  or  agent, 
such  veesel  shall,  for  the  term  of  aix  months  after  aaeh 
sala»  be.  liahle  and  answerable  for  the  akim^rer's,  and  ave> 
ry  other  fisherman'a,  share  of  auch  fian*  and  may  ba 
procaeded  againat  in  the  aame  fonn,  and  to  the  aama 
effisot,  aa  any  other  veaael  ia  by  law  liahU,  and  may  ba 
proceeded  against  for  the  wagea  of  aeamen  or  marinaoi 
in  the  merohants'  aervioe.  And,  upoji  anch  proaeaa  fi» 
the  value  of  a  share  or  sharea  of  the  prooeeda  of  fiah 
delivered  and  sold  as  aforeaaid,  it  shall  be  incumbent  on 
the  owner  or  his  agent,  to  produce  a  juat  account  of  the 
sales  and  division  of  such  fish  according  to  such  agree- 
ment or  contract,  otherwiae  the  aaid  vesael  shall  be  an- 
swerable upon  such  process  for  what  may  be  the  high- 
est value  of  the  ahare  or  shares  demanded.  But  in  an 
cases,  the  owner  of  such  vessel,  or  his  agent,  appearing 
to  answer  to  such  process,  may  offer,  thereupon,  hia 
account  of  general  supplies  maoe  for  such  fishing  voy* 
age,  and  o£er  supplies  therefor  made,  to  either  of  the 
demandanta,  and  ahaU  be  allowed  to  produce  evidence 
thereof  in  answer  to  their  demanda,  reapeetively,  and 
judgment  shall  be  rendered  upon  such  process,  for  tha 
respective  bahtnoea,  which,  UjM>n  auch  an  inquiiy,  shall 
ai^ear :  Prwided,  aiway*.  That,  when  proceas  ahall  be 
issued  againat  any  veaael  liable  aa  aforesaid,  if  tha  owner 
thereol^  or  his  agent,  will  give  bond  to  each  fiaherman 
in  whose  fevor  auch  process  4iall  be  instituted,  with 
sufficient  aecuri^,  to  m  satisfection  of  two  juatioea  of 
the  peace,  one  of  whom  ahall  be  named  by  auch  owner 
or  agent,  and  the  other  by  the  fiaherman  or  fishermen 
pursuing  such  process ;  or,  if  either  party  shall  refUae, 
then  the  justice  first  appointed  shall  name  hb  associate, 
with  condition  to  answer  and  pay  whatever  sum  shall 
be  recovered  by  him  or  them  on  such  process,  there 
shall  be  an  immediate  diacharge  of  such  vessel ;  Prmfid- 
edf  That  nothing  herein  contained  ahall  provant  any 
fisherman  firom  having  hia  action  at  common  law  finr 
hia  ahare  or  ahai^aa  of  fiah,  or  tha  prooeeda  theiaaf,  aa 
aforeaaid* 

Sao.  6.  Afid  be  it  furtk&r  matted.  That  tiie  draw* 
back  heretofi>re  allowed  on  tha  exportation  of  foreign 
dWad  9M  pioUad  fiah,  and  oth*r  foreign  and  aaltad  pro- 
viaian%  he,  and  the  aame  ia  hereby  repealed. 

Bae*  7.  Aitd  b$  it  furtkitr  maeted.  That  the  monegr 
which  aha|l  remain  in  consequence  of  the  abolition  of  the 
bounty  on  the  dried  fiah  of  the  United  Statea,  and  of  tha 
drawback  on  foreign  dried  and  pioUad  fiah,  and  other 
fiaraign  asAted  provisiona,  be,  aad  the  aame  are  hereby, 
ajqiiopriatad  to  the  payment  of  the  hountiea  granted  bgr 
th&  aot;  and  in  cmo  tha  amnaya  ao  appn^iiated  ahall 
ba  inadequate,  thb  deficiency  shall  be  aupptied  out  oi 
any  m«»eya  which,  firom  tiaia  to  time,  ahall  be  in  tiU 
Treasury  of  the  United  Statea,  and  not  otharwiaa  ap- 
propriated. 
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9kd,  8.  And  be  U  fitfiher  enmUed,  TkiJL  fiy  perMn 
itfaa  ahall  decUre  frlvB^  itt  tMir  oath  or  ikffii]|uitM>|i  re* 
^uiied  by  thi*  moi,  being  duly  (oanctod  ^hereof  in  any 
OQwt  o£  the  United  States  having  junidiction  of  fswi. 
ofieiMe,  ahaU  aufier  the  aame  penaltkwi  ae  are  proTided 
Ipr  frbe  aweanng  by  the  ant  before  mentioned,  and  to 
be  4n  like  manner  sued  kh  lecovered,  and  appropii- 
aled. 

Smc  9/ And  be  U  Jwiker  enoeted,  ThatthiaaetihaU 
«flnlintte  and  be  in  force  lor  the  term  ef  eeven  yeazs> 
and  from  thanoe  to  the  eoad  of  the  next  ■eprion  of  Con- 


The  bill  e«taUiskiiig  a  Mint,  and  r^tilatinff  the 
ooins  of  the  United  States,  was  taken  np,  and, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


■^wvwv 


Thubsdat,  January  1!^. 

Thm  Senate  lesumed  the  consideration  of  ^  the 
hill  es4aUiahing  a  Mint,  and  rcfuktin^  the  coins 
of  the  United  Slates;"  and,  after  agreeing  further 
to  ascnd  the  same. 

Bes^ived,  That  this  bill  pass  $  that  the  title  there- 
of be  ^  An  act  establishing  a  Mint  and  r^uiating 
the  coins  of  the  United  States;"  that  it  be  en- 
grossed; and  that  the  Secretary  desire  the  con- 
currence of  the  House  of  Representatires  therein. 

The  bill  is  as  follows: 

An  Act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins  of 

the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted  b^  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepreeent- 
ativea  of  the  Umted  States  of  America  tn  Congrese 
OtMembted,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  and  declared.  That 
ft  mint,  for  the  purpose  of  a  nationil  coinage,  be,  and 
Uie  same  is,  eatahliAed,  to  be  situate  and  carried  on  at 
the  seat  of  the  Goyenunent  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  time  being ;  and  that,  for  the  well  conducting  of  the 
business  of  the  said  mint,  there  ahall  be  the  following 
officers  and  personi^  namely : 

A  directoz^  an  asesyer,  a  chief  coiner,  an  engxaver,  a 
treasurer. 

Sic.  %  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  director 
of  the  mint  shall  em|Moy  as  many  clerks,  workmen,  and 
aervants,  ^as  he  ahall,  firom  time  to  time,  find  oeceeaaiy, 
■ulject  to  the  a{^«obation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

Sko.  3.  And  be  it  further  enaded,  That  the  reflective 
fimctione  and  duties  of  the  officen  above  mentioned  ahall 
be  as  follow :  The  director  of  the  mint  shall  have  the 
dbief  management  of  the  business  thereof  and  shall  su- 
perintend all  other  officers  and  persons  who  shall  be 
employed  therein*  The  asaay^r  shall  receive  and  give 
xeceipts  for  all  metals  whidi  may  lawfully  be  brought 
to  the  mint  to  be  coined ;  shall  assay  all  such  of  them 
as  may  require  it;  and  shall  deliver  them  to  the  chief 
oohieKt  to  be  ooinad*  The  chief  coiner  shall  cause  to  be 
cpined  all  metaU  which  sh^ll  be  received  by  him  for  th«^ 
purposes  according  to  such  xegulstions  as  shall  be  pco- 
acxibed  by  this  or  any  fiiture  law.  The  engraver  snail 
aink  and  prepare  the  necessary  dies  for  oach  coinage, 
with  ihe  proper  devices  and  inscoyptkms ;  but  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  fimctions  imd  duties  of  chief  coiner  and 
engraver  to  be  perfonned  by  one  person.  The  tjceasurer 
shall  receive  horn  the  chief  coiner  all  the  coins  which 
j(hall  have  been  struck,  and  shall  pay  or  deliver  them  to 
ijke  parsons  jr«^>o4ivel/  to  whom  the  same  ought  to  be 


paid  or  daUvcred :  he  shall,  moreover,  receive  and  safoly 
keop  all  moneys  which  shall  be  for  the  use,  maintenance^ 
and  support,  of  the  mint,  and  shall  disburse  the  same 
upon  warranta  signed  by  the  director* 

Sac.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every  officer 
and  deriL  of*  the  said  mint  shall,  before  he  enters  upon 
the  execution  of  his  office,  take  an  oath  or  affirmatioiu 
before  some  Judge  of  the  United  States,  fi^thfully  and 
diligently  to  perform  the  duties  theneofl 

Sac.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  aa» 
sayer,  chief  ooiner,  and  treasurer,  previously  to  entering 
upon  the  execution  of  their  rei^wctive  offices,  shall  each 
beopme  bound  to  the  United  States  of  America,  with 
one  or  more  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Seoretaiy 
of  the  Treasury,  in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollan^ 
with  condition  for  the  foithful  and  diligent  performance 
of  the  duties  of  his  o6lce. 

Sec  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  ahall 
be  allowed  and  paid,  as  compensations  for  their  respect* 
ive  services: 

To  the  said  director,  a  yearijy  salary  of  two  thousand 
dollars  f 

To  the  said  assayer,  a  year^  salary  of  fifteen  hundred 
4oUars; 

To  the  said  qluef  coiner,  a  yearly  aalaiy  of  fifteen  hun* 
died  dollars: 

To  the  said  engraver,  a  yearfy  salary  of  twelve  hun^ 
dred  dollars; 

To  the  said  treaaarer^  a  yearly  salary  of  twelve  huiF 
drod  dollaxs; 

To  each  dexk,  who  may  be  employed,  a  yearly  sslaij 
not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars ;  and,  to  the  severw 
subordinate  workmen  and  servants,  such  wages  and  al- 
lowances as  are  customary  and  reasonable,  according  to 
their  respective  stations  and  occupations. 

8kc.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  accounts 
of  the  officers  and  persons  en^^loyed  in  and  about  the 
said  mint,  and  for  services  performed  ii%  relation  thereto, 
and  all  other  accounts  concerning  the  business  and  ad- 
ministration thereof^  shall  be  adjusted  and  settled  in  Uie 
Treasury  Department  of  the  United  States ;  and  a  quar- 
ter vearly  account  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the 
saia  mint  shall  be  rendered  at  the  said  Treasury  for  set- 
tlement, aooording  to  such  forms  and  regulations  as  shall 
have  been  prescribed  Inr  that  department ;  and  that  once 
in  eadi  year  a  report  of  the  transactions  of  the  said  mint, 
accompanied  by  an  abstract  of  the  settlements  which 
shall  luive  been  from  time  to  time  made,  dulv  certified 
by  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  shall  be  laid  before 
Congress  for  their  information. 

Sac.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  addition 
to  the  authority  vested  in  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  by  a  resolution  of  the  last  session,  touching  the 
engsging  of  artists,  and  the  procuring  of  apparatus  ief 
the  saia  mint,  the  President  be  authorized,  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized,  to  cause  to  be  provided  and  put  in 
proper  condition  such  buildings,  and  in  such  nunner  as 
shall  appear  to  him  requisite  for  the  purpose  of  carnriug 
on  the  business  of  the  said  mint ;  and  that  as  weU  the 
expenses  which  shall  have  been  incurred  ^ursusnt  to 
the  said  resolutioni  as  those  which  insy  be  mcunced  in 
proviqii^  and  preparing  the  said  buildings,  and  all  other 
expenses  which  m^  hereafter  accrue  mr  the  mainte- 
nance and  support  of  the  said  mint,  and  in  carryiug  on 
the  business  thereof,  over  and  above  the  sums  which 
may  be  received  by  reason  of  the  mtm  per  centum  for 
coinage  hereinafter  mentioned,  shall  be  defrayed  from 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  out  of  any  mon^ 
which,  from  thne  to  tune,  ahall  he  therein,  not  otherwise 
aDunmriated* 
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Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enaeied.  That  there  tdiaU 
he,  from  time  to  time,  struck  and  coined  at  the  nid 
mint,  coins  of  g^ld,  silver,  and  copper,  of  the  following 
denominations,  values,  and  descriptions,  viz : 

Eagles ;  each  to  be  of  the  value  of  ten  dollars  or  units, 
and  to  contain  two  hundred  and  forty-seven  gn^ains  and 
four-eighths  of  a  grain  of  pure,  or  two  hundred  and  sev- 
enty grains  of  standard,  gold.    ^ 

Hfldf  eagles ;  each  to  be  of  the  value  of  five  dollars, 
and  to  contain  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  grains 
and  six-eighths  of  a  grain  of  pure,  or  one  hundred  and 
thirty-five  grains  of  standard,  gold. 

Quarter  eagles ;  each  to  be  of  the  value  of  two  dol- 
lars and  a  half  dollar,  and  to  contain  sixty-one  grains 
and  seven-eighths  of  a  grain  of  pure,  or  sixty-seven 
grains  and  four-eighths  of  a  grain  of  standard,  g^ld. 
-* '  Dollars,  or  units ;  each  to  be  of  the  value  of  a  Span- 
ish milled  dollar  sb  the  same  is  now  current,  and  to  con- 
tain three  hundred  and  seventy-one  grains  and  four- 
sixteendi  parts  of  a  grain  of  pure,  or  four  hundred  and 
sixteen  grains  of  standard,  silver. 
•  Half  dollars ;  each  to  be  of  half  the  value  of  the  dol- 
lar or  unit,  and  to  contain  one  hundred  and  eighty-five 
grains  and  ten-sixteenth  parts  of  a  grain  of  pure,  or  two 
hundred  and  eight  grains  of  standard,  silver. 

Quarter  dollars ;  each  to  be  of  one-fourth  the  value  of 
the  dollar  or  unit,  and  to  contain  ninety-two  grains  and 
thirteen-sixteenth  parts  of  a  grain  of  pure,  or  one  hun- 
dred and  four  grains  of  standard,  sflver. 

Dimes ;  each  to  be  of  the  value  of  one-tenth  of  a  dol- 
lar or  unit,  and  to  contain  thirty-seven  grains  and  two- 
dxteenth  parts  of  a  grain  of  pure,  or  forty-one  grains 
and  three-fifth  parts  of  a  grain  of  standard,  silver. 

Half  dimes ;  each  to  be  of  the  value  of  one-twentieth 
of  a  dollar,  and  to  contain  eighteen  grains  and  nine- 
sixteenth  parts  of  a  grain  of  pure,  or  twenty  grains  and 
four-fifth  parts  of  a  grain  Q>i  standard,  silver. 

Cents ;  each  to  be  of  the  value  of  Uie  one-hundredth 
part  of  a  dollar,  and  to  contain  eleven  pennyweights  of 
copper. 

Half  cents ;  each  to  be  of  the  value  of  half  a  cent, 
and  to  contain  five  pennyweights  and  one-half  penny- 
weight of  copper. 

Sic  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  upon  the 
•aid  coins,  respectively,  there  shall  be  the  following  de- 
vices and  legends,  namely :  Upon  one  side  of  each  of 
the  said  coins  there  shall  be  an  impression  or  represent- 
ation of  the  head  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
for  the  time  being,  with  an  inscription  which  shall  ex- 
press the  initial  or  first  letter  of  hb  Christian  or  first 
name,  and  his  surname  at  length,  th.e  succession  of  the 
Presidency  numericaUy,  and  the  year  of  the  coinage ; 
and  upon  the  reverse  of  each  of  the  gold  and  silver  coins 
there  shall  be  the  figure  or  representation  of  an  eagle, 
with  this  inscription — **  United  Statee  ofAmerieOf*'  and 
upon  the  reverse  of  each  of  the  copper  coins,  there  shall 
be  an  inscription  which  shall  express  the  denomination 
of  the  piece,  namely,  cent,  or  half  cent,  as  the  case  may 
require. 

Skc.  1 1.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  propor- 
tional value  of  g^ld  to  silver,  in  all  coins  which  shall  by 
law  be  current  as  money  within  the  United  States,  shall 
be  as  fifteen  to  one,  according  to  quantity  in  weight,  of 
pure  gold  or  pure  silver;  that  is  to  say,  every  fifteen 
pounds  weight  of  pure  silver  shall  be  of  equal  value  in 
all  payments,  with  one  pound  weight  of  pure  gold,  and 
80  m  proportion  as  to  any  gpreater  or  less  quantities  of 
the  respective  metals. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  stand- 
ard for  all  gold  coins  of  the  United  States  shall  be  eleven 


parts  fine  to  one  part  alloy ;  and  accordingly  that  eleven 
parts  in  twelve  of  the  entire  weight  of  each  of  the  told 
coins  shall  consist  of  pure  gold,  and  the  remaining  one- 
twelfth  part  of  alloy ;  and  the  said  alloy  shall  be  com- 
posed of  silver  and  copper,  in  such  proportions,  not  ex- 
ceeding one  half  silver,  as  shall  be  fimnd  oon^nient;  to 
be  regulated  by  the  director  of  Uie  mint  for  the  time 
being,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  unt^  further  provision  shall  be  made  by 
law.  And  to  the  end  that  the  necessary  information 
may  be  had  in  order  to  the  making  of  such  further  pro- 
vision, it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  director  of  the  mint, 
at  the  expiration  of  a  year  after  commencing  the  operas 
tions  of  the  said  mint,  to  report  to  Congress  the  practice 
thereof  during  the  said  year,  touching  the  composition 
of  the  alloy  of  the  said  g^ld  coins,  the  reasons  ror  such 
practice,  and  the  experiments  and  observations  which 
shall  hvre  been  made  concerning  the  efifects  of  different 
proportions  of  silver  and  copper  in  the  said  alloy. 
*  Sec  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  stand- 
ard for  all  silver  coins  of  the  United  States  shall  be  four- 
teen hundred  and  eighty-five  parts  fine  to  one  hundred 
and  seventy-nine  parts  alloy ;  and  accordingly  that  four- 
teen hundred  and  eighty-five  parts  in  sixteen  hundred 
and  sixty-four  parts  of  Uie  entire  weight  of  each  of  the 
said  coins  shall  consist  of  pure  silver,  and  the  remaining 
one  hundred  and  seventy-nine  parts  of  alloy;  which 
alloy  shall  be  wholly  of  copper. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  any  person  or  persons  to  bring  to  the  said 
mint  gold  and  silver  buUion,  in  order  to  their  being 
coined ;  and  that  the  bullion  so  brought  shall  be  there 
assayed  and  coined  as  speedily  as  may  be  after  the  re- 
ceipt thereof^  and  that  hee  of  expense  to  the  person  or 
persons  by  whom  the  same  shall  have  been  brought: 
And  as  soon  as  the  said  bullion  shall  have  been  coined, 
the  person  or  persons  by  whom  the  same  shall  have 
been  delivered,  shall,  upon  demand,  receive  in  lieu  there- 
of coins  of  the  same  species  of  bullion  which  shall  have 
been  so  delivered,  weight  for  weight,  of  the  pure  gold 
or  pure  silver  therein  contained :  Provided,  neverthdese. 
That  it  shall  be  at  the  mutual  option  of  the  party  or 
parties  bringing  such  bullion,  and  of  the  director  of  the 
said  mint,  to  make  an  immediate  exchange  of  coins  for 
standard  buUion,  with  a  deduction  of  one-half  per  cent, 
from  die  weight  of  the  pure  gold,  or  pure  sUver,  con- 
tained in  the  said  bullion,  as  an  indemnification  to  the 
mint  for  the  time  which  will  necessarily  be  required  for 
coining  the  said  buOion,  and  for  the  advance  which  shall 
have  been  so  made  in  coins.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Secretary  of  Uie  Treasury  to  furnish  the  said  mint, 
from  time  to  time,  whenever  the  state  of  die  Treasury 
will  admit  thereof,  with  such  sums  as  may  be  necessary 
for  effecting  the  said  exchanges,  to  be  replaced  as  speed- 
ily as  may  be,  out  of  the  coins  which  shall  have  been 
made  of  the  bullion  for  which  the  money  so  furnished 
shall  have  been  exchanged ;  and  the  said  deduction  of 
one-half  per  cent  shall  constitute  a  fund  towards  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  the  said  mint 

Sec  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  bullion 
which  shall  be  brougnt  as  aforesaid  to  the  mint  to  be 
coined,  shall  be  coined,  and  the  equivalent  thereof  in 
coins  rendered,  if  demanded,  in  the  order  in  which  the 
said  bullion  shall  have  been  brought  or  detivered,  giving 
priority  according  to  priority  of  delivery  only,  and  with- 
out preference  to  any  person  or  persons ;  and  if  any 
preference  shall  be  given  contrary  to  the  direction  afore- 
said, the  ofiScer  by  whom  such  undue  preference  shall 
be  given,  shall,  in  each  case,  forfeit  and  pay  one  thou- 
sand dollars,  to  be  recovered  with  costs  of  suit  And  to 
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tbe  end  that  it  may  ba  knawB  if  attoh  pveferonoe  shall 
at  any  time  be  givoi,  the  aasayer  or  officer  to  whom  the 
aaid  bullion  «hall  be  dehveced  to  be  coined,  shall  give  to 
the  person  or  persons  bringing  the  same  a  memorandum 
in  writing  under  his  hand,  denoting  the  weight,  fine- 
ness, and  value  thereof^  together  with  die  day  and  order 
€i  its  delivery  into  the  mint. 

8sc  16.  Afid  be  it  further  enacted.  That  aU  the  gold 
and  silver  coins  whioi  shall  have  been  struck  at,  and 
ksued  from,  the  said  mint,  shall  be  a  lawful  tender  in 
all  payments  whatsoever:  those  of  fuU  Weight  accord- 
ing to  the  respective  values  herembeibre  declared,  and 
IhoBe  of  less  than  luU  wdgfat  at  values  pi«^portional  to 
their  respective  weights. 

Sac.  L7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shaU  be 
&e  duty  of  the  respective  officers  of  the  said  mint,  care- 
Ailly  and  6ithlully  to  use  their  beet  endeavors  that  all 
the  gold,  and  diver  coins  which  shall  be  struck  at  the 
said  min.  t  shall  be,  as  nearly  as  mi^  be,  confi»mable  to 
the  seveaal  standards  and  weights  aforesaid,  and  that 
the  eopiaer,  whmnof  the  cents  and  half  cents  aforesaid 
Biay  be  composed,  shall  be  of  good  quality. 

And  the  better  to  secure  a  due  conformity  of  the  said 
geld  and  sflver  coins  to  their  respective  standards, 

8sc.  14.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from  every  sepa- 
rate masA  of  standard  gold  or  silver,  which  shall  be  made 
into  coims  at  the  said  mint,  there  shall  be  taken,  set  apart 
by  the  treasurer,  and  reserved  in  his  custody,  a  certain 
number  of  pieces,  not  less  than  three ;  and  that  once  in 
•vary  ye«r  the  pieces  so  set  apart  and  reserved  shall  be 
assayed  under  the  inspection  of  the  Chief  Justice  of 
(he  United  Statea,  the  Secretary  and  ComptzoUer  of  the 
Treasury,  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  State, 
and  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  (who 
are  hereby  required  to  attend,  for  that  purpose,  at  the 
said  mint,  on  the  last  Monday  in  July  in  each  year,)  or 
under  the  inspection  of  any  three  of  d^em,  in  such  man- 
ner as  they,  or  a  minority  of  them,  shall  direct,  and  in 
the  presence  of  the  director,  aseayer,  and  chief  coiner, 
of  the  said  mint ;  and  if  it  shall  be  found  that  the  gold 
and  silver  so  assayed  shall  not  be  inferior  to  their  re- 
spective standards  hereinbefore  declared,  more  than  one 
part  in  one  hundred  and  forty-four  parts,  the  officer  or 
officers  of  the  said  mint,  whom  it  may  concern,  shall  be 
held  excusable ;  but  if  any  greater  inferiority  shall  ap- 
pear, it  shall  be  certified  to  the  President  of  the  United 
Btates,  and  the  said  officer  or  officers  shall  be  deemed 
disqualified  to  hold  their  respective  offices. 

Sac.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  of 
tile  gold  or  nlver  coins,  which  shall  be  struck  or  corned 
at  t^  said  mint,  shafl  be  debased  or  made  worse,  as  to 
the  proportion  of  fine  gold  or  fine  silver  therein  con- 
tains, or  shaU  be  of  leas  weight  or  value  tiien  the  same 
ought  to  be,  pursuant  to  the  directions  of  this  act,  tiurough 
(he  defoult  or  wiUi  the  connivance  of  any  of  the  officers 
er  persons  who  shall  be  employed  at  the  said  mint,  for 
the  purpose  of  profit  or  gain,  or  otherwise  with  a  firaud- 
ulent  intent,  and  if  any  of  the  said  ixSusen  or  persons 
diall  embezzle  any  of  the  metals  which  shall,  at  any 
time,  be  committed  to  their  charge,  for  the  purpose  of 
being  coined,  or  any  of  the  coins  which  shall  be  struck 
or  coined  at  the  said  mint,  every  such  officer  or  person, 
who  shall  commit  any  or  either  of  the  said  offences,  shaU 
be  deemed  guil^  of  felony,  and  shall  mtSet  death. 

Sac.  20.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  money 
of  account  of  the  Umted  States  shaU  be  expressed  in 
dollara  or  units,  iamcB  or  tenths,  cents  or  hundredths, 
«nd  mills  or  thousandths ;  a  dime  being  the  tenth  part 
of  a  dollar,  a  cent  the  hundredth  part  of  a  dott«r,  a  mill 
tiie  thausuidth  part  of  a  dollar ;  and  that  aQ  accounts 

8d  CoH. 


in  the  public  offices,  and  all  procee^gs  in  the  courts 
of  the  United  States,  dkaU  be  kept  and  had  in  oonfoim- 
ity  to  this  regulation. 


Friday,  January  13. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  11th 
of  January ;  and,  after  progress,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponea. 


Monday,  January  16. 

The  Se&ate  then  Koceeded  to  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  coneurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  estab- 
lish the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the 
United  States." 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  be  committed  to  Messrs. 
Bassett,  Bradley,  Burr,  Ellsworth,  Ffw, 
Foster,  Henry,  Johnston,  Izard,  Lanodon, 
Lee,  Morris,  Rutberfurd,  and  Strong,  to  re- 
port thereon. 


TuBSDAT,  January  17. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  a^eed  to  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  on  the  bil^  entitled  ^  An  act  to  extend  the 
time  limited  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  with  the  inmvidual  States." 

Mr.  Burr,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  hill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
certain  widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other  per- 
sons," reported  the  bill  amended;  and  the  report 
was  adi^ted. 

On  motion  that  the  bill  be  postooned,  it  passed 
in  the  negative;  whereupon,  the  Senate  proceed- 
ed in  the  second  reading  of  the  bill;  and,  after 
progress.  Ordered,  that  the  further  consideration 
thereof  oe  postponed. 

The  petition  of  John  Harpu^  and  others,  for  the 
adjustment  of  an  unliquidated  claim,  on  accooxct 
of  services  during  the  late  war,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Secretary 
of  War,  to  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  petition  of  John  M*Vikar,  executor  of 
Archibald  M' Vikar,  for  a  Legislative  act  to  enable 
the  Auditor  and  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  to 
liquidate  his  account  against  the  United  States, 
for  certain  supplies  during  the  late  war,  was  read; 
and. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  to  repert  therejon  to  the  Senate. 

The  petition  of  Christopher  l^rshaU,  Jr.,  and 
Charles  Marshall,  was  read,  piaying  for  encourage- 
ment in  preparing  sal-ammoniac,  Glauber's  salt 
and  volatile  spirits,  having  erected  a  chemical 
laboratory  for  those  purposes,  near  the  city  of 
Philadelphia. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

The  memorial  of  Hannah  Stevens,  of  Concord, 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  wife  of  Isaac  Ste- 
vens, mariner,  was  read,  praying  that  Govern- 
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ment  would  interpose  in  the  liberation  of  the  said 
Isaac  Stevens  from  long  captivity  at  Algiers. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  subject  of  the  American  prison- 
ers at  Algiers. 


WBnNESDAT,  January  18. 

The  following  Message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  was  received: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and 

of  the  Houee  of  BepreaentaHves  .* 

I  lay  before  you  a  copy  of  an  exemplified  copy  of  an 
Act  of  the  Legbiatore  of  Vennont,  ratifying,  on  behalf 
of  that  State,  the  articlee  of  amendment  proposed  by 
Congress  to  the  Constitntion  of  the  United  States,  to- 
gether with  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  accompanied  said 
ratification. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

UiriTSB  Statss,  Januaiy  18,  1792. 

The  act  of  ratification  referred  to  in  the  fore- 
going Message  is  as  follows: 

An  act  ratifying  certain  articles  proposed  by  Congress 
as  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States. 

Whereas  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  begun 
and  held  at  the  city  of  New  York,  on  Wednesday  the 
4th  of  March,  1789,  resolved,  that  certain  articles,  to 
the  number  of  twelve,  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures 
of  the  several  States,  as  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  which  articles,  when  ratified 
by-three-fburths  of  the  said  Legislatures,  should  be  valid, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part-of  the  said  Consti- 
tution: therefore, 

It  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  Vermont,  that  all  and  every  of  said  articles,  so 

Proposed  as  aforesaid,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  ratt- 
ed and  confirmed  by  the  Legislature  of  this  State. 

State  of  Yermoitt,      ) 
Secretary  of  State's  Office, )  * 
I  hereby  certify,  that  ue  within  ia  a  true  copy  of  an 
Act  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  the  3d  day 
of  November,  1791,  and  deposited  in  this  office  accord- 
ing to  law.  

Attest,  ROS.  HOPKINS,  Secretary, 

Ordered^  That  the  Message,  and  papers  referred 
to  therein,  lie  for  consideration. 

The  second  reading  of  the  bill  sent  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  enti- 
tled "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  widows,  or- 
phans, invalids,  and  other  persons,"  was  further 
postponed. 


set. 


THURsnAY,  January  19. 

Several  committees  being  in  session,  and  want- 
ing time  to  perfect  their  reports,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed without  doing  any  business. 


Friuay,  January  20. 

The  Senate  assembled;  and  immediately  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business. 


MoNnAY,  January  23. 

The  committees  not  having  perfected  their  re- 
ports, the  Senate  adjourned  without  doing  any 
business. 


TuEsuAY,  January  24. 

The  following  Message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  was  received: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and 

of  the  House  of  RepreaentaHvee  .• 

Having  received  firom  the  Governor  of  Virginia  a  Let- 
ter, enclosing  a  resolution  of  the  General  AaMmbly  of 
that  State,  and  a  report  of  a  committee  of  the  House  of 
Delegates,  respecting  certain  lands  located  by  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  file  Virginia  line,  under  the  laws  of 
that  State,  and  since  ceded  to  the  Chickasaw  Indians,  I 
lay  copies  of  the  same  befinre  you,  together  with  a  Re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  Uiis  subject. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

UiriTKD  States,  Januaiy  83,  1798. 

The  Message,  and  papers  therein  referred  to, 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration* 


Weonesday,  January  25. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  tor  the  relief  of 
certain  widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other  pei^ 
sons ;"  and,  after  progress,  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed. 

Mr.  Bassett,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  the  bill  sent  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "An 
act  to  establish  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  with- 
in the  United  States,"  reported  amendments,  which 
were  read;  and.  Ordered,  That  the  amenuments 
reported  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 


Thursuay,  January  26. 

Mr.  Henry,  from  the  committee  appointed  No- 
vember 1, 1791,  for  the  purpose,  reported  "  A  bill 
for  regulating  processes  m  the  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  providing  compensations  for  the 
officers  of  the  said  courts,  and  tor  jurors  and  wit^ 
nesses;"  and  the  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other  per- 


sons. 


» 


The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  petition  oi 
Isaac  Led  yard  was  read;  and,  on  motion  to  amend 
the  report,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Oraerea,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bUl  be  postponed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
ascertain  and  regulate  the  claims  to  half  pay,  and 
to  invalid  pensions;"  in  which  bill  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatiyes 
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for  concurrence,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  ascertain  and 
regulate  the  claims  to  half  i)ay,  and  to  inyalid 
pensions,"  was  read  the  first  time,  as  follows: 

An  Act  toaacertain  and  regnkte  tfaeclaima  to  half  pay, 
and  to  invfdid  penaiona. 

Be  a  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rtpreeent- 
oHvei  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled^  That  so  mach  of  the  resolution  of  Congress 
of  the  24th  of  August,  1780,  as  declares  "  that  the  reso- 
lution of  the  15th  of  May,  1778,  granting  half  pay  for 
wren  years  to  the  officers  of  the  army  who  should  con- 
tinue in  serrice  to  the  end  of  the  wjir,  be  extended  to 
the  widows  of  those  officers  who  hare  died,  or  shall 
hereafter  die,  in  the  service,*'  diall  be  deemed  and  con- 
aidered  to  extend  to  the  cases  of  the  widows  and  or- 
phans of  all  officers  who  died  or  were  slain  in  the  said 
aervice,  at  any  time  between  the  commencement  of  hos- 
tilities in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  the  afore- 
said 15th  day  of  May,  1778.    And  the  officers  of  the 
Treasury  are  hereby  authorized  to  settle  the  claims  of 
the  widows  or  orphans  of  such  officers,  as  the  case  may 
be,  and  to  issue  certificates  for  the  same  in  the  usual 
manner. 

8sc.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  such  officers 
as  have  been  disabled  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
during  the  late  war,  whose  disability  and  rate  of  allow- 
ance have  been  ascertained  pursuant  to  the  acts  or  regu- 
lations of  Congress,  and  who,  from  an  inability  to  return 
their  whole  commutation,  as  required  by  the  act  of  the 
33d  day  of  March,  1783,  have  not  received  the  said  al- 
lowance, shall  now  be  entitled  to  demand  and  receive 
tile  same,  returning  only  such  part  of  the  said  commu- 
tation aa  will  be  in  due  proportion  to  the  said  rate  of 
allowance,  calculating  interest  at  six  per  cent,  on  the 
allowance  and  proportion  of  the  commutation  aforesaid, 
from  the  times  th^  respectively  became  due,  or  were 
paid ;  and  Uiat  their  respective  accounts  be  settled  and 
adjusted  accordingly. 

8bc.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  all  officers  who 
hare  been  disabled  in  the  actual  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  whose  degree  of  disabili^,  to  be  ascertained 
in  the  manner  hereafter  prescribed,  may  entitle  them  to 
be  placed  on  the  pension  list,  at  the  rate  of  allovrance 
equal  to  one-third  or  more  of  their  monthly  pay,  shall 
be  Entitled  to  demand  and  receive  such  allowance  dur- 
ing life :  Pronidedt  That  the  commutation  received  by 
any  8a<:h  officer  shall  be  settled  in  the  manner,  and  on 
the. principles,  prescribed  in  the  last  preceding  section. 

Sac.  4.  Ana  be  it  further  enacted^  That  any  non- 
oommiaaioned  officer,  aoldier,  or  seaman,  disabled  in  the 
actual  service  of  the  United  States  during  the  late  war, 
by  wounds,  or  other  known  cause,  who  did  not  desert 
frcnn  the  raid  service,  and  whose  name  is  not  already 
on  the  pension  list,  shall  be  entitled  to  be  placed  on  the 
pension  hat  of  the  United  Statea,  during  life,  or  the  con- 
tinoanoe  of  auch  disabiUty,  and  shall  also  be  allowed 
such  Inrther  sum  for  the  arrears  of  pension,  fit>m  the 
time  of  such  disability,  not  exceeding  the  rate  of  the 
annual  allowance  in  conaequence  of  his  disability,  as 
the  judge  of  the  district  in  whidi  they  respectively  re- 
aide  may  think  just :  Provided^  That  in  every  such  case, 
the  mlea  and  regulations  followhig  shall  be  complied 
with,  that  is  to  say : 

F'irst.  That  the  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the 
United  States,  in  eadi  district,  ahall  aUot  the  same  into 
convenient  diviriona,  and  appoint  in  each  diviaion  a 
r^nitable  physician  residing  therein,  for  the  examina- 
tion of  invalids ;  causing  due  pubhcation  thereof  to  be 
■lade  in  one  or  more  of  the  gazettes  of  the  diatricti 


which  j^yaician  shall  act  on  oath,  and  receive  the  sum 
of  one  dollar  for  each  examination. 

Secondly*  Every  applicant  shall  produce  to  the  phy- 
sician of  the  division  the  following  proofe,  to  wit : 

A  certificate  from  the  commanding  officer  of  the  ship, 
regiment,  corps,  or  company,  in  which  he  served,  setting 
forth  his  disability,  and  that  he  was  thus  disabled  while 
in  the  aervice  of  the  United  States ;  or  the  affidavita  of 
two  credible  witnesses,  to  the  same  effect ; 

The  affidavits  of  three  reputable  freeholders  of  the 
city,  town,  or  county,  in  which  he  resides,  ascertaining, 
of  their  own  knowledge,  the  mode  of  life,  employment, 
labor,  or  means  of  support,  of  such  applicant,  for  the 
last  twelve  months. 

Thirdly.  The  physician  of  the  division,  upon  receipt 
of  the  proofe  aforesaid,  shall  fdrthwith  proceed  to  ex- 
amine into  the  nature  of  the  wound,  or  other  cause  of 
disability  of  such  applicant,  and  having  ascertained  the 
degree  Uiereof,  shall  certify  the  same  under  hand  and 
seal,  together  with  his  opinion,  whether  or  not  the  said 
disabiUty  is  the  efiect  of  die  wound,  or  injury,  sustained 
while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States :  whidi  proois 
and  certificate  the  said  i^yaidan  ahall  transmit  to  the 
district  judge  of  the  United  Statea,  within  the  aaid  dis- 
trict, who  shall  retain  a  duplicate  thereof,  and  tranamit 
the  originals  to  the  Seoetary  of  War,  together  with  hia 
opinion,  in  writing,  what  proportion  of  the  monthly  pay 
of  such  applicant  will  be  equivalent  to  the  degree  of 
disability  ascertained  in  manner  aforesaid. 

Sbc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enaetedy  That  the  Secretary 
of  War,  upon  the  receipt  of  the  proofs,  certificate,  and 
opinion,  aforesaid,  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  duly  filed 
in  his  office,  and  place  the  name  of  such  applicant  on 
the  penaion  list  of  the  United  States,  in  conformi^ 
thereto :  Provided,  always.  That,  in  any  case  where  the 
said  Secretary  shall  have  cause  to  suspect  imposition,  he 
shall  have  power  to  withhold  the  name  of  such  appli- 
cant from  the  pension  list,  and  make  report  of  the  same 
to  Congress  at  their  next  session. 

Sec  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  aU  non- 
commissioned officers,  soldiers,  and  seamen,  disabled  in 
the  actual  service  of  the  United  States  during  the  late 
war,  whose  disability  and  rate  of  allowance  have  been 
ascertained  pursuant  to  the  regulations  prescribed  by 
the  late  Congress,  and  have  not  applied  to  be  i^aoed  on 
the  pension  list  until  after  the  time  limited  by  the  act 
of  Congieas  for  that  purpose,  was  expired,  shall  now  be 
placed  on  the  penaion  hat,  and  be  entitied  to  demand 
and  receive  their  respective  pensions,  according  to  the 
allowancea  ascertained  as  aforesaid;  anything  in  this 
act,  or  any  act  of  the  late  Congress,  to  the  contrary  not- 
wiUistanding. 

Skc.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  firom  and 
after  the  first  day  of  February  next,  no  sale,  transfer,  or 
mortgage,  of  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  pension,  or 
arrearages  of  pension,  payable  to  any  non-commissioned 
officer,  soldier,  or  seaman,  before  the  same  shall  become 
due,  shall  be  valid.  And  every  person  claiming  such 
pension,  or  urears  of  pension,  or  any  part  thereof,  un- 
der power  of  attorney  or  substitution,  shall,  before  the 
same  ia  paid,  make  oath  or  affirmation,  before  aome  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  of  the  place  where  the  same  is  pay- 
able, that  such  power  or  substitution  is  not  given  by 
reason  of  any  transfer  of  such  pension,  or  arrears  of 
pension;  and  any  person,  who  shall  swear  or  affirm 
falsely  in  the  premises,  and  be  thereof  convicted,  ahall 
suffer  aa  for  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  second  reading. 
A  Letter  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Sutes, 
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enclosing  his  indent  accoont  from  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember to  the  31st  of  December,  1791,  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 


Friday,  January  27. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  readinjf  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  establish  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the  United 
States,"  and  the  amendments  reported  thereon  by 
the  committee. 

On  motion,  to  insert  the  following : 

<<That  it  ihall  be  lawftil  for  the  Pottmaster  (Gen- 
eral, and  his  deputies,  to  receive  donations  from  any 
person  or  persons  in  aid  of  the  revenue  ariong  from 
any  post  road,  and  if  it  shall  appear,  at  the  expiration 
of  one  year  from  the  estaUidiing  of  any  poet  road,  ex- 
cept the  main  road  from  Wiscasset  to  Savannah,  that 
the  rovenue,  arising  from  such  post  road,  including  do; 
nations,  after  deducting  the  compensations  of  the  depu^ 
postmasters,  and  the  incidental  charges  of  the  post  offi- 
ces, shall  not  amount  to  two-thirds  of  the  expense  of 
oanying  the  mail  on  the  same,  that  then  it  shall  be 
lawftil  for  the  Postmaster  General  to  desist  from  send- 
ing a  mail  on  such  road." 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 


Monday,  January  30. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  the 
Post  Office  andf  Post  Roads  within  the  United 
States ;''  and,  after  making  many  amendments 
concerning^  particular  roads, 

Resolvm,  That  this  bill  pass,  with  amendments. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  bill, 
as  amended. 

The  Senate  took  up  "  the  bill  regulating  pro- 
cesses in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and  pro- 
viding compensations  for  the  officers  of  the  said 
courts,  and  for  jurors  and  witnesses."  and  agreed 
that  the  consideration  thereof  be  furtner  postponed. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act 
to  ascertain  and  regulate  the  claims  to  half  pay, 
and  to  invalid  pensions,"  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Hawkins,  Strong,  Ellsworth,  Lee,  and  Izard, 
to  consider  and  report  generally  thereon. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
certain  widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other  per- 
sons," and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed. 

TtTBSDAY,  January  31. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
'^the  bill  for  regulating  processes  in  the  courts  of 
the  United  States,  and  providing  compensations 
for  the  officers  of  the  said  courts,  and  for  jurors 
and  witnesses;"  and,  after  progress,  the  frirther  I 
consideration  therec^ was  poetponed  Hil  to-morrow.  I 


Wednesday,  February  1. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
"the  bill  for  regulating  processes  in  the  courts  of 
the  United  States,  and  providing  compensations 
for  the  officers  of  the  said  courts,  and  for  jurors 
and  witnesses;"  an<L  after  progress,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed. 


Thursday,  February  2. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
"the  bill  for  r^^ulating  processes  in  the  courts  of 
the  United  States,  and  providing  compensations 
for  the  officers  of  the  said  courts,  and  for  jurors 
and  witnesses;"  and,  after  progress,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  mak- 
ing further  and  more  effectual  provision  for  the 
protection  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States," 
m  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 


Friday,  February  3. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  making  fur- 
ther and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  frontiers  of  tne  United  States,"  was 
taken  up,  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  pass 
to  the  second  reading,'  and  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate,  under  an  injunction  of  ^crecy  for 
the  present. 

The  bill,  as  it  came  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, is  as  follows : 

An  Act  making  further  and  more  efiectual  provision  for 
the  protection  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enaetedbythe  Senate  and  House  of  Repteieni-' 
ative»  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congrem 
aeaembiedy  That  the  battalion  of  artillery  and  two  regi" 
ments  of  infiuitiy  now  in  serrice,  be  completed  in  thefr 
numbers,  according  to  the  eetahliahment 

Sic.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  shafl 
be  raised,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  three  yean,  thvee 
additional  regiments  of  infimtiy,  each  of  which,  exdit- 
sivelv  of  the  commissioned  officers,  shall  consist  of  nine 
hundred  and  twelve  non-commissioned  officers,  yivates, 
and  musicians.  And  the  President  may  employ  as 
many  of  the  said  troops  as  riflemen  as  he  shall  think 
inroper :  Providedt  That  the  said  three  regiments  shiA 
be  discharged  as  soon  as  the  United  States  shall  be  at 
peace  with  the  Indian  tribes. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enaetedt  That  the  sud  ad- 
ditional regiments  sliall  be  organized  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  the  regbaent  of  infimtiy  described  in  die  act, 
passed  during  the  second  session  of  the  first  CongreM, 
entitled  **  An  act  for  regnkttng  the  military  establirii- 
ment  of  the  United  States.'' 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  shall 
be  raised  a  squadron  of  light  dragoons,  which»  exdil- 
sively  of  the  commissioned  officers,  shall  consist  of  three 
hundred  and  four  non-commissioned  officers,  privates, 
and  musicians,  and  that  it  shall  be  a  condition  m  tiien' 
enlistments  to  serve  as  in&ntry  whencTer  they  shall  be 
ordered  thereto.  That  the  organization  of  the  said 
squadron  of  light  dragoons  shall  be  as  follows,  viz :  one 
nujor  commandant,  one  aiiyutant,  one  quartermaster 
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one  pranaaler,  one  mugeon's  mi^,  and  four  troops ; 
each  of  which  shaH  oondst  of  one  captain,  one  lieuten- 
ant, one  comet,  four  oergeants,  ibur  corporals,  one  fitr- 
ner,  one  saddler,  one  trumpeter,  and  sixty-frve  dragoons ; 
and  the  said  squadron  shall  be  raised  for  a  term  not  ex- 
ceeding three  years. 

Sac.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  non- 
commissioned officers,  privates,  and  musicians,  of  the 
•aid  three  regiments  of  infmtiy,  and  the  squadron  of 
lifl^t  dragoons,  shall  be  enlisted  for  the  tenn  of  three 
jears,  unless  preriouslj  dischazged. 

Sac.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every  re- 
emit,  who  shall  be  enlisted  by  virtue  of  this  act,  riiall 
receive  six  dollars  bounty,  and  that  the  same  shall  be 
made  up  to  the  non-commissioned  officers,  privates,  and 
muaictans,  now  in  service,  who  have  enlktod  for  three 
years  since  the  passing  of  the  aforesaid  act,  entitled 
**  An  act  for  regulating  Uie  miUtaiy  establishment  of  the 
United  States.'^ 

8bg.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  commis- 
«Qned  officers,  who  shall  be  em^oyed  to  reernii  for  the 
establishment,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  for  every  re- 
cruit duly  enlisted  i|nd  mustered*  two  dollars. 

Bbc.  8.  And  be  ^further  enacted,  That  the  mondUv 
pay  of  the  commissioned  officers,  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, privates,  and  musicians,  on  the  militaiy  establish- 
ment of  the  tJnited  States,  and  of  the  three  regiments 
and  squadron  of  light  dragoons,  audiorized  by  this  act, 
ahall  be  in  future  as  foUows,  free  of  all  deductions,  to  wit : 

Gbitbbal  Btaft^— a  mi^  general,  one  hundred 
fUd  sixty^fix  dollars ;  a  brigadier  g^ieral,  (me  hundred 
and  four  dollars;  quartermaster,  one  hundred  dollars; 
adjutant,  sixt^  dollars;  inspector,  fifty  dollars;  chap- 
bun,  fi%  dollars;  surgeon,  seventy  dollars;  deputy 
m^artermaster,  fifty  dollars ;  aid-de-camp,  in  addition  to 
ms  pay  in  the  line,  twenty-four  dollars ;  brigade  major, 
ai  admtion  to  his  pav  in  the  line,  twentjr-four  dollars. 

RaeiMBirTAL^ — -jLieutenant  colonel  commandant,  six- 
ty dollars ;  majors  commandant  of  dragoons  and  artil- 
lery, fiifty-five  dollars ;  paymaster,  in  addition  to  his  pay 
in  the  line,  ten  dollars ;  quBrtermMtor*  in  addition  to 
his  pay  in  the  tine,  eight  dollars ;  adjutant,  in  addition 
to  lus  pay  in  the  line,  ten  dollars ;  nu^rs  of  infontiy, 
fifty  dclliuv ;  captains,  forty  dollars ;  lieutenants,  twen- 
ty-eix  doUars ;  ensigns  and  comets,  twenty  dollars ;  sur- 
geons, forty-five  doUars ;  mates,  thhty  doUars ;  sergeant 
majon  and  quartermaster  sergeants,  eight  dollars ;  se- 
nior mnsidans,  seven  doUars ;  sergeants,  seven  dollars ; 
OQipoials,  six  dollars ;  privates,  four  dollars ;  musicians, 
four  dollars ;  artificers  allowed  to  the  light  dragoons  and 
VtiUeF^f  and  included  as  privates,  eight  dollars;  ma- 
trons and  nurses  in  the  hospital,  eight  dollars. 

Sac.  9.  And  be  itfurthar  enacted,  That  the  rations, 
or  money  in  lieu  thereof,  for  the  commissioned,  non- 
commissioned officers,  privates,  and  musicians,  of  the 
additional  troops  herein  mentioned,  shall  be  the  same 
as  described  in  the  afinresaid  act,  entitled  <'  An  act  for 
regulating  the  military  establishment  of  the  United 
States,"  and  in  the  act  passed  in  the  third  session  of 
the  first  Congress,  entitled  "  An  act  for  raising  and  add- 
ing another  regiment  to  the  military  establishment  of 
tiie  United  States,  and  for  making  fhrther  provision  for 
the  protection  of  Uie  frontiers." 

Sao.  10.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  the  forage 
lo  be  allowed  to  the  officers  of  the  additional  regiments 
authorized  by  this  act,  be  the  same  as  described  by  the 
acts  beforo  mentioned. 

Sac.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  aUow- 
aoca  of  clothing  for  the  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates  of  the  three  regiments  and  squadron  aforesaid^ 


shall  be  the  same  as  is  bv  law  established.  That  suit- 
able clothing  be  provid^  for  the  cavahy,  and  adapted 
to  the  naturo  of  the  service,  and  conformed  as  near  p/n 
may  be  to  the  value  of  the  doihing  allowed  the  infitnt^ 
and  artillery. 

Ssc.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  tb^ 
comminaoned  and  non-commissioned  officers,  privates, 
and  musicians,  of  the  three  regiments  and  squadron 
aforesaid,  diall  take  the  same  oaths,  riiall  be  govemed 
by  the  same  rules  and  regulations,  and,  in  cases  of  dk- 
abilities,  shall  receive  the  same  compensations,  as  aro 
described  in  the  b^ore-mentioned  act,  entitled  **  An  act 
for  regulating  the  military  establishment  of  the  United 
States." 

Sbc.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shafl  be 
lawlttl  for  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  finbear 
to  raise,  or  to  disdiarge  afler  they  riiall  be  raised,  tha 
whole  or  any  part  of  Oie  said  three  additional  n^^ents 
of  infontiy,  or  the  squadron  of  light  dragoons,  v^  casf 
events  shall,  in  his  judgment,  render  his  so  doing  con- 
sistent with  the  puUic  safety. 

Sxc.  14.  And  whereas,  In  case  the  forbearing  to  raise 
the  whole  or  some  part  of  the  eaid  three  additional  regi- 
ments should  be  deemed  not  consistent  with  the  publio 
safety,  it  will  still  be  desirable  that  all  unnecessary  ex- 
pense should,  as  for  as  possible,  be  avoided ;  and  to  that 
end,  that  the  officers  fimr  the  same  should  only  be  ap- 

Sinted  firom  time  to  time,  as  occasion  may  requiro : 
i  it  enacted.  That  the  Presiden^t  alone  be  authonoed 
to  make  all  such  appointments  as  may  not  be  reqnisef 
previous  to  the  dose  of  the  present  session  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  may  become  necessary  before  the  next  session 
of  Congress. 

Sic.  15.  Andbeii  further  enacted,  That  the  Pcesi- 
dent  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is  author- 
ized to  engage,  in  lieu  of  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the 
three  regiments  authorized  by  this  act,  or  in  addition  to 
the  same,  sudi  number  of  in&ntry  or  cavalry  .as  in  hi* 
judgment  the  public  service  may  require ;  provided,  that 
the  entire  number  of  non-commissioned  officers  and  pri- 
vates, induding  such  part  of  the  said  regiments  as  may 
be  raised  and  not  discharged,  shall  not  exceed  six  thou- 
sand ;  and  provided,  that  the  inikntry  and  cavalry  shal 
not  be  engaged  for  a  longer  term  than  nine  mondis^ 
nor  be  alfowed,  the  infimtry,  more  than  twenty-five 
cents  per  day,  nor  the  cavaky,  each  person  engaged 
finding  his  own  horse,  aims,  and  accoutrements,  and  at 
his  own  risk,  seventy-five  cents  per  day,  and  twenty-five 
cents  per  day  in  lieu  of  rations  and  forage ;  provided  he 
fhmiih  himself  therewith.  And  the  allowance  to  non- 
commissioned officers,  whethihr  in  the  infantry  or  cavalry^ 
shall  not  exceed  to  those  of  the  infimtry  ihirty-thiM 
cents  and  one-third  of  a  cent  per  day,  and  to  those  of 
the  cavalry  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  day. 

Sbc.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Presi- 
dent alone  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  iqppoint, 
for  the  infentiy  and  cavalry  so  to  be  engaged,  the  proper 
commissioned  officers,  who  shall  not  exceed  in  number 
and  rank  the  proportions  assigned  to  the  said  three  regi- 
ments and  squadron,  respectivdy;  and  whose  pay,  and 
other  allowances,  shall  not  exceed  those  of  omcerB  of 
corresponding  rank  in  the  said  regiments  and  squadron* 

Sac.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Presi- 
dent 4^  the  United  States  he  authorized,  in  case  he  shidi 
deem  the  measure  expedioat,  to  employ  a  number,  no^ 
exceeding  one  thousand,  of  Indians^  belonging  to  ih^ 
tribes  in  alliance  with  the  United  States,  to  act  againfl 
the  hostile  Indians;  and  alao  to  make  them  su^  com.* 
penaations  as  he  shall  judge  right,  not  exceeding  twenty 
thousand  dollars  in  the  whole* 
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A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  agreed  to  some,  and  disagreed  to 
other,  amendments  of  the  Senate  on  the  bill,  en- 
titled ^^  An  act  to  establish  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  within  the  United  States.*^ 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
'Hhe  bill  for  regulating  processes  in  the  courts  of 
the  United  States,  and  providing  compensations 
for  the  officers  of  the  said  courts,  and  for  jurors 
and  witnesses,"  and,  after  agreeing  to  sundry 
amendments. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
following  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  establish  the  Post  Office  ana 
Post  Roads  within  the  United  States,"  to  wit: 

Retohedy  That  the  House  of  Representatives  doth 
disagree  to  the  sixth  amendment  proposed  by  the  Sen- 
ale,  in  section  Ist;  and  doth  agree  to  all  other  amend- 
ments to  the  said  bill,  with  amendments  to  the  15th 
amendment  in  the  said  1st  section. 

Whereupon. 

JResolved,  That  the  Senate  recede  from  their 
aizth  amendment  on  the  above-mentioned  bill,  and 
concur  with  the  House  of  Representatives  in  their 
amendments  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate. 


Monday,  February  6. 

The  third  reading  of  "the  bill  for  regulating 
processes  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and 
providing  compensations  for  the  officers  of  the 
said  courts,  and  for  jurors  and  witnesses,"  was 
further  postponed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  making  further 
and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of 
the  frontiers  of  the  United  States;"  and. 

On  motion,  the  consideration  thereof  was  made 
the  order  of  tne  day  for  to  morrow. 


Tuesday,  February  7. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
die  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  making  fur- 
ther and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States;"  and, 
after  progress,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  February  8. 

The  following  Message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  was  received : 

Oentlemm  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Houee  of  Repreaentaiivet  .• 

An  article  of  expense  having  occurred  in  the  Departs 
ment  of  Foreign  Affiurs,  for  wUch  no  provision  has  been 
made  by  law,  I  lay  before  you  a  Letter  firom  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  explaining  the  same,  in  order  that  you 
may  do  thereon  what  you  diall  find  to  be  right. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

Uhitxd  Statxs,  Febmaiy  8,  179S. 


The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to  were 
read ;  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  making  fur- 
ther and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States;  and^ 
after  progress,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Thursday,  February  9. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  making  fur- 
ther and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States." 

On  motion  to  postpone  the  second  reading,  it 
passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  expunge  the  second  section,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  one-fifth  ot  the 
Senators  present,  were  taken,  and  stood : 

YxASrf— Messrs.  Bradley,  Butler,  Few,  Foster,  Gunn, 
Hawkins,  Lee,  Monroe,  Robiilson,  Sherman,  Stanton,, 
Strong,  and  Wingate.^ — 13. 

Natb^ — Messrs.  Bassett,  Cabot,  Carroll,  Dickinson, 
Ellsworth,  Henry,  Izard,  Johnston,  Langdon,  Morris,, 
Read,  and  Rutherfiird^— 12. 

So  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

OrderetL  That  the  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Strong,  Uunn,  Monroe,  Bradley,  and  Ells- 
WORTH,  to  consider  and  report  generally  thereon. 

A  Letter  from  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, enclosing  the  memorial  of  D.  L. 
Morel,  was  read. 

Ordered^  That  the  Letter  and  enclosure  lie  for 
consideration. 


Friday,  February  10. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  encouragement  of  the  bank  and  other  cod 
fisheries,  and  for  the  regulation  and  government 
of  the  fishermen  employed  therein,"  with  amend- 
ments, in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  Few  communicated  an  act  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  to  empower  their  Senators  in  Congress^ 
or  one  Senator  and  two  of  their  Representatives 
in  Congress,  to  execute  a  deed  of  the  light-house 
on  Tybee  Island  in  the  said  State.  The  act  was 
read;  and, 

Orderecly  To  lie  for  consideration. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  a  translation  of  the  memorial 
of  D.  L.  Morel,  communicated  yesterday  by  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
Vice  President. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of. 
and  agreed  to,  the  amendments  of  the  House  or 
Representatives  to  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  encour- 
agement of  the  bank  and  other  cod  fisheries,  and 
for  the  regulation  and  government  of  the  fisher- 
men employed  therein." 
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The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other  persons;" 
and,  after  debate,  adjourned. 


Monday,  February  13. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  third  reading  of 
^the  bill  for  regulating  processes  in  the  courts  of 
the  United  States,  and  providing  compensations 
for  the  officers  of  the  said  courts,  and  for  jurors 
and  witnesses" 

On  motion  to  insert  these  words  at  the  end  of 
tectum  2: 

~  And  be  at  liberty  to  porroe  the  same  until  a  tender 
of  the  debt  and  cost  in  gold  or  silver  shall  be  made." 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  required  by  one-fifth 
of  the  Senators  present,  and  being  taken,  stood: 

YxAS^— Messrs.  Bsssett,  Burr,  Cabot,  CanoU,  Dick- 
inson,  Ellsworth,  Foster,  Iiard,  King,  Langdon,  Mor- 
ns, Read,  Rutherford,  and  8trongv*-14. 

NAYSd — Messrs.  Bradley,  Butter,  Few,  Gunn,  Haw- 
kins, Henry,  Johnston,  l«ee,  Monroe,  Robinson,  Sher- 
man, Stanton,  and  Wingate,^ — 13. 

So  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

And,  after  agreeing  to  further  amendments, 

Resolved.  That  this  bill  pass;  that  the  title 
thereof  be,  "An  act  for  regulating  processes  in  the 
courts  of  the  United  States,  ana  providing  com- 
pensations for  the  officers  or  the  said  courts,  and 
for  jurors  and  witnesses;"  that  it  be  engrossed,  and 
that  the  Secretary  desire  the  concurrence  or  the 
House  of  Representatives  therein. 

The  bill  is  as  follows: 

An  Act  for  regulating  processes  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,  and  providing  compensations  for  the 
officers  of  the  said  courts,  and  for  jurors  and  wit- 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Semite  and  House  of  Rtpreeent- 
atives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled.  That  all  writs  and  jprocesaea  issuing  from 
the  supreme  or  a  circuit  court  shall  bear  test  of  the 
chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court;  and  if  fipom  a  dis- 
trict court,  shall  bear  test  of  the  judge  of  such  court, 
and  shall  be  under  the  seal  of  the  court  from  whence 
they  issue,  and  signed  by  the  clerk  thereoC  The  seals 
to  be  provided  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  until  other 
provision  shall  be  made,  and  tSxcept  where,  by  this  act, 
or  other  statutes  of  the  United  States,  it  is  otherwise 
provided,  the  forms  of  writs  and  executions,  except 
their  style,  and  the  modes  of  process  and  proceedings 
in  suits  at  common  law,  shall  be  the  same  in  each  State 
respectively  as  are  now  used  or  allowed  in  the  highest 
common  law  courts  having  original  jurisdiction  of  the 
same.  And  the  forms  and  modes  of  proceedings  in 
causes  of  equity  and  of  admiralty  and  maritime  juris- 
diction, ^lall  be,  except  whero  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  otherwise  provide,  according  to  the  course  which 
hath  obtsined  in  the  States  respectively  in  like  causes ; 
or  in  States  which  have  not  courts  of  equi^  jurisdic- 
tion, or  have  not  had  courts  of  admiralty  and  maritime 
jurisdiction,  according  to  the  course  of  proceedings  in 
such  courts,  respectively,  in  any  adjoining,  or  the  near- 
est State  in  wbich  they  are  or  have  been  instituted ; 
subject,  however,  to  such  deviations  in  each  State,  by 


rule  of  court,  as  a  difference  of  circumstances  may  re^ 
quire,  or  as  may  be  requisite  to  prevent  unnecessaiy' 
delay  and  expense :  Provided,  That  on  judgments  in 
any  of  the  ^BLses  aforesaid,  where  different  kinds  of  exe- 
cutions are  issuable  in  succession,  a  capias  ad  satisfaei" 
endum  being  one,  the  plamtiff  shall  have  his  election  to 
take  out  a  cc^nas  ad  satisfaciendum  in  the  first  in- 
stance, and  be  at  liberty  to  pursue  the  same  until  a  ten- 
der of  the  debt  and  cost,  in  gold  or  silver,  shall  be' 
made. 

Skc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from  and' 
after  the  passing  this  act,  the  fees  and  compensations' 
to  the  several  officers  and  other  persons  hereafter  men-  - 
tioned  shall  be  as  follows :  That  is  to  say ;  to  the  mar-^ 
shals  of  the  several  districts  of  the  United  States,  for  the* 
service  of  any  writ,  warrant,  attachment,  or  process,  inr 
diancery,  on  each  person  named  in  the  same,  one  dol-- 
lar ;  for  his  travel  out  in  serving  each  writ,  warranty 
attachment,  or  process,  as  aforesaid,  five  cents  per  mile, 
to  be  computed  fit)m  the  place  of  service  to  the  court 
where  the  writ  or  process  shall  be  returned;  and  if 
more  persons  than  one  are  named  therein,  the  travel 
shall  be  computed  from  the  court  to  the  place  of  service 
which  is  most  remote,  adding  thereto  the  extra  travel 
necessary  to  serve  it  on  the  other :  Provided,  That  the 
fee  for  travel  shall  in  no  case  exceed  fifteen  dollars ;  for 
each  bail  bond,  fifty  cents ;  for  selling  goods  and  vessels 
condemned,  and  receiving  and  paying  the  money,  three 
per  cent.;  for  every  commitment  or  discharge  of  a  pris- 
oner, fifty  cents ;  for  summoning  witnesses,  each,  twenty 
cents,  and  his  necessary  travel,  at  five  cents  per  mile, 
to  be  computed  as  aforesaid ;  for  summoning  a  grand 
or  petit  jury,  each,  three  dollars,  and  his  necessary 
travel,  at  five  cents  per  mile,  to  be  computed  in  like 
manner :  Provided,  lliat  in  tiiose  States  where  jurors 
by  the  laws  of  the  State  are  drawn  by  constables  or 
other  officers  of  corporate  towns  or  places  by  lot,  the 
marshals  shall  receive,  for  the  use  of  such  constables  or 
officers,  such  part  of  the  foes  allowed  for  travel  in  sum- 
moning juries  as  the  court  to  which  the  juries  may  be 
returned  shall  direct ;  for  attending  the  supreme,  circuit, 
or  district  courts,  five  dollars  per  day,  and  at  the  rate  of 
ten  cents  per  mile  for  his  expenses  and  time  in  travel- 
ing from  the  place  of  his  abode  to  either  of  the  said 
courts ;  for  levying  an  execution,  and  for  all  other  ser- 
vices not  herein  enumerated,  such  fees  or  compensation 
as  are  allowed  in  the  supreme  court  of  the  State  where 
the  services  shall  be  rendered ;  to  the  clerk  of  the  Su- 
preme ,Court  of  the  United  States,  ten  dollars  per  day 
for  his  attendance  in  court,  and  for  his  other  services  in 
discharging  the  duties  of  his  office,  double  the  fees  of 
the  cleriL  of  the  supreme  court  of  that  State  in  which 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  shall  be  hold- 
en  ;  to  the  derk  of  the  district  and  circuit  courts,  such 
fees  in  each  State  respectively  as  are  allowed  in  the 
supreme  courts  of  the  same,  and  five  dollars  per  day  for 
his  attendance  on  any  circuit  or  district  court,  and  at 
the  rate  of  ten  cents  per  mile  for  his  expenses  and  time 
in  traveling  firom  the  place  of  his  abode  to  either  of  the 
said  courts.    And  in  case  any  clerk  of  a  court  of  the 
United  States  shall,  in  discharging  the  duties  of  his 
office,  perform  any  kind  of  service  which  is  not  per- 
formed by  the  clerks  of  the  courts  of  the  State,  and  for 
which  the  laws  of  the  State  make  no  aUowance,  the 
court  in  which  such  service  shall  be  rendered  may  allow 
a  reasonable  compensation  therefor ;  to  each  grand  and 
petit  juror  one  cfollar  per  day  for  attending  in  court, 
and  for  traveling,  at  the  rate  of  five  cents  for  every  mile 
from  their  respective  places  of  abode  to  the  place  where 
the  court  is  held,  and  the  like  allowance  for  returning ; 
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to  wi^eflses  gummoned  on  t]ie  pait  of  the  United  $tate9» 
or  in  behalf  of  any  priaoner  to  be  tried  for  a  capital  of- 
ftnoe  in  any  of  the  coorts  thereof  the  same  compenia- 
tion  aa  ia  above  allowed  to  ^rand  and  petit  juron ;  to 
witaeases  in  other  caaea,  the  same  compensations  in 
Mch  State  respectively  as  aie  allowed  in  the  supreme 
i^nrts  of  the  same ;  to  the  attorney  of  the  United  States 
for  the  district,  sudi  fees  in  each  State  respectively  as 
are  alloiwed  in  the  supreme  courts  of  the  same,  and  also 
the  like  compensation  for  traveling  as  is  above  allow^ 
to  the  clerk  of  the  district  and  circuit  courts ;  and  where 
lib?  amount  of  such  foes  and  compensations  to  the  dis- 
^ict  attorney  shall  be  less  in  any  year  than  one-fifth 
part  of  the  salary  of  the  judge  of  such  district,  the  dif- 
forence  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the  a^mey  at  the 
^d  of  the  year. 

Sxc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  mar- 
shal shall  have  the  custody  of  all  vessels  and  goods, 
seized  by  any  officer  of  the  revenue,  and  shall  be  allowed 
auch  compensation  therefor  as  the  court  may  judge  rea- 
sonable: And  there  shall  be  paid  to  the  marshj^  the 
iimount  of  the  expense  for  fuel,  candles,  and  other  rea- 
sonable contingencies  that  may  accrue  in  holding  the 
oourts  within  his  district,  and  providing  the  books  ne- 
cessary to  record  the  proceedmgs  thereof:  And  such 
vnount,  as  also  the  compensations  aforesaid,  to  the 
grand  and  petit  jurors,  to  the  witnesses  summoned  on 
uie  part  of  the  United  States,  or  in  bebalf  of  a  prisoner 
to  be  tried  for  a  capital  oflknce ;  to  the  derk  of  the  su- 
ueme  court,  for  his  attendance ;  to  the  clerks  of  the 
district  and  circuit  courts  for  their  traveling  and  attend- 
ance; to  the  attorney  of  the  district,  for  traveling  to 
cionrt;  to  the  marshal  for  his  attendance  at  court;  for 
aommoning  grand  and  petit  jurors,  and  witnesses  in 
behalf  of  any  prisoner  to  be  tried  for  a  capital  offence ; 
for  the  maintenance  of  prisoners  confined  in  jail  for  any 
criminal  offence,  and  for  the  commitment  or  discharge 
of  sudi  prisoner;  and,  also,  the  legal  fees  of  the  dene, 
attorney,  and  marshal,  in  criminal  prosecutions,  shall  be 
indoded  in  the  account  of  the  marshal :  and  the  same 
having  been  examined  and  certified  by  the  court,  or  one 
Off  the  judges  of  it,  in  which  the  service  shall  have  been 
rendered,  shaU  be  passed  in  the  usual  manner  at,  and 
the  amount  thereof  paid  out  of,  the  Treasunr  of  the 
tJnitod  States,  to  the  marshal,  and  by  him  shall  be  paid 
Qver  to  the  persons  entitled  to  the  same.  And  the  mar- 
8|iial  shall  he  allowed  two  and  a  half  per  cent  on  the 
amount  by  him  so  paid  over,  to  be  charged  in  hk  fiiture 
account. 

Sac.  5.  And  be  it  fturthH'  enacted.  That  in  every 
prosecution  for  any  fine  or  forfeiture  incurred  under 
any  statute  of  the  United  States,  if  judgment  is  rendered 
against  the  defendant,  he  shall  be  subject  to  the  pay- 
ment of  costs.  And  on  eveiy  conviction  for  any  other 
ofienoe,  not  capital,  the  court  may,  in  their  discretion, 
award  that  the  defendant  shall  pay  the  costs  of  prosecu- 
tion. And  if  any  informer,  or  plaintifi^  on  a  penal  sta- 
t^te,  to  whose  benefit  the  penalty,  or  any  part  thereof^ 
it  recovered,  is  directed  by  law  to  accrue,  shall  discon- 
tinue his  suit  or  prosecution,  or  shaD  be  nonsuit  in  the 
same,  or  if,  upon  trial,  a  verdict  shall  pass  for  the  de- 
fendant, the  court  shall  award  to  the  defendant  his 
QOstS;  unless  such  informer,  or  plaintifi^  be  an  officer  of 
the  United  States,  specially  authorized  to  commence 
such  prosecution,  and  the  court  before  whom  the  action 
or  information  shall  be  tried,  shall,  at  the  trial,  in  open 
court,  certify,  upon  record,  that  there  was  reasonable 
cause  for  commencing  the  same,  in  which  case  no  cost 
aball  be  taxed  for  the  defendant 

Skc.  6.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted.  That  the  fees  and 


compensations  to  the  several  officers  and  persons  here- 
inbefore mentioned,  other  than  those  which  are  abo<ve 
directed  to  be  paid  out  of  the  IVeasury  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  recovered  in  like  manner  as  the  fees  of 
the  officers  of  the  States  respectively,  for  like  services, 
are  recovered. 

Ssc.  7.  And  be  it  jfur^er  enacted,  That  if  any  offi- 
cer hereinbefore  mentioned,  or  his  deputy,  shall,  by  rea^ 
son  or  color  of  his  office,  wilfully  and  corruptly  demand 
and  receive  any  greater  fees  than  those  allowed  by  this 
act,  he  shall,  on  conviction  thereof  in  any  court  of  the 
United  States,  forfeit  and  pay  a  fine,  not  exceeding  ftwe 
hundred  dollars,  or  be  imprisoned,  not  exceeding  six 
months,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court  before  whom  th« 
conviction  shall  be. 

Skc.8.  And  beit  further  enacted.  That  the  act  passed 
at  the  last  session  of  Oox^grass,  entitled  <<  An  act  to  con- 
tinue in  force,  for  a  limited  time,  an  act  passed  at  th9 
first  session  of  Congress,  entitled  *  An  act  to  regulate 
processes  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States ;'  **  and  also 
another  act  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  en- 
titled **  An  act  providing  compensations  for  the  offieers 
of  the  indicial  coims  of  the  United  States,  and  for  jn* 
rors  and  witnesses,  and  for  other  purpoass,"  be,  and  tha 
same  are  hereby  repealed* 


Tuesday,  February  14. 

The  Secretary  of  State  having  transmitted  to 
the  Senate  a  translation  of  the  memorial  of  D.  L. 
Morel,  it  was  read;  and  ordered  that  the  Secrer 
tary  of  the  Senate  deliver  the  original,  with  a 
copy  of  the  translation,  to  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading 
of  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representativea 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
certain  widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other  per- 
sons," and,  after  progress,  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  February  15. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  readin^^  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
certain  widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other  per- 
sons;" and, 

Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  postponed. 

Mr.  DTRONQ,  from  the  committee  appointed  oa 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  making  fur- 
ther and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  protec* 
tion  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States,"  report- 
ed the  biU  amended. 


Thursday,  Fdiuruary  16. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  ^e  second  readiajf  of 
the  biM  sent  from  the  House  of  Repuesentativvs 
for  concurrence,  entitled  ^^  An  act  for  making  ftH^- 
ther  and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States,"  and  the 
report  of  the  committee  thereon. 

On  motion  to  postpone  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, so  far  as  to  take  into  consideration  a  pro- 
posed amendment,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  postpone  the  r^jport 
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of  the  committee,  and  to  reeonsider  the  second 
section  of  the  bill  rejected  on  the  9th  instant;  ancL 
after  debate,  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

A  messa£^  from  the  House  of  Representatives^ 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  the  bill  sent  from  the  Se- 
nate, entitled  ^  An  act  relative  to  the  election  of  a 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  declaring  the  oflScer  who  shall  act  as  Presi- 
dent in  case  of  vacancies  in  the  oflSces  both  of 
President  and  Vice  President,**  with  amendments, 
in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  amendments  to  the  above  mentioned  bill 
were  read,  and  are  as  follow: 

Section  1,  to  the  end  of  the  section,  add  *^  which  Elect- 
ors shall  be  equal  to  the  number  of  Senators  (Uid  Re- 
presentatives to  which  the  several  States  may  by  law  be 
entitled  at  the  time  when  the  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent, thus  to  be  chosen,  should  come  into  office :  Pft>- 
fyidedf  ahvavsy  That  where  no  apportionment  of  Repre- 
sentatives flhall  have  been  made  sAer  any  enumeration, 
at  the  time  of  choosing  Electors,  then  the  number  of 
mscton  shall  be  aecofding  to  the  existiBg  appoftion- 
ment  of  Senators  and  Renreeentatives." 

In  section  2,  which  reads  as  follows :  '*  That  the  Elec- 
tors shall  meet  and  give  their  votes  on  the  said  first 
Wednesday  in  December,  at  such  place  in  each  State 
as  shall  be  directed  by  the  authority  thereof;''  strike  out 
**  authority,**  and  insert  "  Legulature.'* 

Section  9,  strike  out  the  whole  section,  and  in  lieu 
thereof  insert,  *<  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  in  case 
of  removal,  death,  resignation,  or  inability,  both  of  the 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  the 
Secretary  of  State,  for  the  time  being,  shall  act  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  until  the  disabUity  be  re- 
moved or  a  Pxesident  shall  be  elected." 

Ordered^  That  thya  amendokents  lie  for  conair 


Pridat,  February  17. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Repsesentatives 
oa  the  hill,  entitled  ^  An  act  relative  to  ihe  elee* 
tion  of  a  Preaident  and  Vice  President  of  the  Uni-» 
ted  States,  and  declaring  the  cfioer  who  shall  act 
as  Ptssident  in  ease  of  vacaneies  in  the  offices  bo^ 
of  President  and  Vice  President  f*  and,  after  de- 
bate, the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
hUSL  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  enti- 
tled '^  An  act  for  making  further  and  more  efiec- 
toal  provision  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  of 
the  United  States;"  and, 

A  motion  being  made,  and  the  question  nut,  to 
adopt  the  second  section,  it  passed  in  the  affirma- 
tive; yeas  1^,  n^ys  l2^rA8  follows: 

Tbas^— Messrs.- Bassett,  Burr,  Cabot,  CanoD,  Mdc- 
iMtNi,  Bisworth,  Hawkins,  Heniy,  faaid,  Johnston, 
gng,  Langdoo,  Mowis,  Resd,  and  Rmheriatd. 

Nats.— Msasnw  Btadiey,  Batter,  Few,  Fosltv,  Owm, 
Lecf,  Monioe,  Robinson,  tUMmuui,  Stanton,  Stiungt  and 
Wingate. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  then  resonied; 
%Ml^  oil  tl^  quesltipn  to  agpee  jthejoeto^n^  aa  to 


reject  the  third  section  of  the  bill,  it  passed  in  the 
neffative. 
After  fiirther  consideration  of  the  bill, 
Ordered^  That  it  he  referred  to  Messrs.  Buuif 
Hawxiva,  Riad,  Ellbwobth,  and  Gunn,  with 
the  amendments  reported  by  the  committee,  to^ 
gether  with  the  motions  made  thereon,  to  eoft* 
sider  and  report  generally. 


Monoay,  February  20. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Representative 
on  the  bill,  entitled  ^' An  act  relative  to  the  election 
of  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  declaring  the  officer  who  shall  act  as 
President  in  case  of  vacancies  in  the  offices  both 
of  President  and  Vice  President;"  and, 

Hesolveif  That  they  agree  to  all  the  said  amend- 
ments except  the  lasL  to  which  they  disagree. 

JResolved,  That  Messrs.  Sherman,  Lanqdon, 
and  Strong,  be  a  committee  to  join  with  such 
committee  as  the  House  of  Representatives  may 
appoint,  on  their  part,  to  consider  and  report  what 
business  is  necessary  to  be  done  by  Congress  in 
the  present  session,  and  what  part  of  the  business 
now  depending  may  be,  without  great  inconve- 
nience, postponed  to  the  next  session;  that  the 
proceedings  may  be  so  regulated  as  to  close  this 
session  by  the  first  Tuesday  of  April  next. 

A  petition  of  James  Oakley  and  others,  was  pre- 
sented and  read,  praying  compensation  for  services 
during  the  lat^iirar.  ^        ^ 

OitUredj  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  examine  and  report  thereon 
to  the  Senate. 


>^mmm 


TuESOAT,  February  21. 

The  application  of  James  Mathers,  Doorkeeper 
to  the  Senate,  for  compensation  during  the  receso^ 
was  presented  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Shbb- 
MAN,  IzARO,  and  Johnston^  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  from  tiie  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, entitled  ^'An  act  .to  ascertiun  and 
regulate  the  daims  to  half  pay,  and  to  invalid 
pensions,"  reported  amendmpnfa,  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  lie  on  the  table, 

A  messaffe  from  the  House  of  Rqureaentatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Hiwse  of  Repre* 
seotatLves  recede  from  their  last  amendment  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  relative  to  the  electicA 
of  a  President  and  Vioe  President  of  the  Unilad 
States,  and  dtehx'ms  the  officer  who  shaU  act  aa 
President,  in  ease  of  i^caocies  in  the  offices  hoih 
of  President  and  Vice  Fjeakdeutf  and  that  the«^ 
^ee  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  29th 
instant,  appointing  a  joint  committee  for  the  pur- 
pose therem  mentioned,  ajpid  have  afipointc^  a 
committee  on  their  part. 

Al^^  that  they  Mve  passed  the  hill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  mix  apportionme^nt  of  l^epresentatiyef 
among  the  ^eveial  Stotes,  accordJAig  ito  the  foMt 
enumeration,  and  maiking  pro^vision  f(pff  aA^er 
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enumeration,  and  an  apportionment  of  Represent- 
atives thereon,  to  compose  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1797;''  in 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, entitled  '^  An  act  for  making  further 
and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of 
the  frontiers  of  the  United  States,"  reported  amend- 
ments; which  report  was  read. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "An  act  for  an  apportionment  of 
Representatives  among  the  seversd  States,  accord- 
ing to  the  first  enumeration,  and  making  provision 
for  another  enumeration,  and  an  apportionment  of 
Representatives  thereon,  to  compose  the  House  of 
Representatives  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1797," 
was  read  the  first  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  second  read- 
ing. 

Wednesday,  February  22. 

The  amendments  reported  by  the  committee  on 
the  biU  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  for  making  further  and  more 
effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  United  States,'^  were  considered  and 
asreed  to;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  pass  to  the 
tmrd  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  pro- 
viding for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of  persons 
under  particular  circumstances  barred  by  the  limit- 
ations neretofore  established;"  in  which  they  de- 
sire the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
pass  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Butler  reported  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Charles  Col- 
vilL  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 


Thursday,  February  23. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "An  act  for  making  further  and 
more  effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  States,"  was  read  the  third 
time. 

On  motion  to  expunge  the  last  section  of  the 
bill,  as  it  was  amended,  to  wit: 

**&%c.  ^  And  be  it  Jufther  enacted,  That  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  be  authorized,  in  case  he  ahall 
deem  the  measure  expedient,  to  employ  such  number 
of  the  Indians,  and  far  such  compensations,  as  he  may 
dimk  proper :  Protnded,  The  said  compensations  do  not, 
m  the  whole,  exceed  twenty  thousand  dollars ;" 

It  passed  in  the  negative;  yeas  8,  nays  18,  ex- 
cused 1 — as  follows: 

TsAs^—Messrs.  Bassett,  Bradley,  Monroe,  Robinson, 
Rutherfurd,  Sherman,  Strong,  and  Wingate. 

NATSd — Messrs.  Burr,  CalMt,  Carroll,  Dickinson,  Ells- 
worth, Few,  Foster,  Gunn,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Izard,  John- 
ston, King,  Langdon,  Lee,  Morris,  Read,  and  Stanton. 

Exovsxn^ — B&.  Butler. 


On  motion  to  amend  the  last  section  of  the  bill, 
as  foUoweth : 

**And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  President  of 
the  United  States  be  authorized  to  distribute  such  sums 
as  he  may  think  proper  among  the  Indians  in  alliance 
with  the  United  States,  not  exceeding  twenty  thousand 
dollars  in  the  whole  \" 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  reduce  the  number  of  each  re^- 
ment  to  nine  hundred  and  twelve  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  privates,  and  musicians,  instead  of 
nine  hundred  and  sixty,  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee^ 

It  passed  in  the  negative;  yeas  8,  nays  18,  ex- 
cused 1 — as  follows: 

TsASd — Messrs.  Burr,  Cabot,  Few,  Rutherfurd,  Sher- 
man, Stanton,  Strong,  and  Wingate. 

Nats. — Mesnra.  Bassett,  Bradley,  Carroll,  Dickinson, 
Ellsworth,  Foster,  Gunn,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Izard,  John- 
ston, King,  Langdon,  Lee,  Monroe,  Morris,  Read,  and 
Robinson. 

ExcussD. — ^Mr.  Butler. 

On  motion  to  expunge  the  second  section  of  the 
bill,  which  provides: 

"  That  there  shall  be  raised,  for  a  term  not  exceeding 
three  years,  three  additional  regiments  of  in&ntiy,  each 
of  which,  exclusively  of  the  commissioned  officers,  shall 
consist  of  nine  hundred  and  twelve  non-commissioned 
officers,  privates,  and  musicians.  And  that  the  Presi- 
dent may  employ  as  many  of  the  said  troops  as  rifle* 
men  as  he  shall  think  proper :  Provided,  That  the  said 
three  regiments  shall  be  discharged  as  soon  as  the  United 
States  shall  be  at  peace  with  the  Indian  tribes ;" 

And  substitute  the  following: 

"  Sic.  — .  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  audio- 
rized  to  engage  such  numbed  of  expert  woodsmen,  to 
serve  as  in&ntry  or  cavalry,  as,  in  his  judgment,  the 
public  service  may  require :  Provided,  That  the  entire 
number  of  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  shall 
not  exceed  two  thousand :  And,  provided,  Tliat  the  in- 
&ntry  and  cavalry  shall  not  be  engaged  for  a  longer 
term  than  ten  months,  nor  be  allowed,  Uie  in&ntry  more 
than  twenty-five  cents  per  day,  nor  the  cavaliy,  eadi 
person  enj^ged  finding  his  own  hone,  arms,  and  ae- 
ooutrements,  and  at  his  own  risk,  seventy-five  cents  per 
day,  and  twen^-five  cents  per  day  in  lieu  of  rations  and 
forage,  provided  he  furnish  himself  therewith.  And  the 
allowance  to  the  non-oommiasioned  officers,  whether  in 
the  infimtiy  or  cavalry,  shall  not  exceed,  to  those  of  the 
infantiy  thir^-three  cents  and  one-third  of  a  cent  per 
day,  and  to  those  of  the  cavalry  one  dollar  and  twentj- 
five  cents  per  day  ;*' 

It  passed  in  the  negative;  yeas  12,  nays  15— -as 
follows: 

TsASd — ^Messrs.  Bradley,  Butler,  Few,  Foster,  Ounn, 
Lee,  Monroe,  Robinson,  Sherman,  Stanton,  Strong,  and 
Wingate. 

Nats* — Messrs,  Bassett,  Burr,  Cabot,  Carroll,  Dick- 
inson, Ellsworth,  Hawkins,  Heniy»  Isard,  Johnston, 
King,  Langdon,  Morris,  Read,  and  Rutherfhrd. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass,  as  amended? 
It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative;  yeas  16,  nays 
11 — as  follows: 

Tbab^— Messm.  Bassett,  Burr,  Cabot,  Canoll,  Dick- 


9S 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


94 


February,  1792.] 


Proceedings, 


[Sbnatb. 


inaoa,  Ellsworth,  Gann,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Izard,  John- 
ston, King,  Langdon,  Morris,  Read,  and  Rutherfiird. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bradley,  Butler,  Few,  Foster,  Lee, 
Monroe,  Robinson,  Sherman,  Stanton,  Strong,  and  Win- 
gate. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  this  hill 
as  amended. 

The  hill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tires,  entitled  "An  act  for  an  apportionment  of 
Representatives  among  the  seversu  States,  accord- 
ing to  the  first  enumeration,  and  making  provision 
for  another  enumeration,  and  an  apportionment  of 
Representatives  thereon,  to  compose  the  House  of 
Representatives  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1797,'' 
was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion  to  amend  the  first  part  of  the  first 
section  of  the  hill,  as  followeth: 

''That,  from  and  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1793,  the 
House  of  Representatives  shall  be  composed  of  one  hun- 
dred members,  elected  agreeably  to  a  ratio  of  one  mem- 
ber for  every  thirty  thousand  inhabitants  in  each  State, 
computed  according  to  the  rule  prescribed  by  the  Con- 
stitution ;" 

It  passed  in^  the  negative;  yeas  11,  nays  16 — as 
follows: 

TiAS. — Messrs.  Bassett,  Cabot,  Dickinson,  Ellsworth, 
Foster,  Langdon,  Read,  Robinson,  Sherman,  Strong,  and 
Wingate. 

Nat 8^— Messrs.  Bradley,  Burr,  Butler,  Carroll,  Few, 
Ounn,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Izard,  Johnston,  King,  Lee, 
Monroe,  Morris,  Rutheifiord,  and  Stanton. 

On  motion  to  amend  the  first  part  of  the  first 
section,  as  followeth: 

«  That,  from  and  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1793,  the 
House  of  Representatives  shall  be  composed  of  one  hun- 
dred and  nineteen  members,  elected  agreeably  to  a  ratio 
of  one  member  for  every  thirty  thousand  inhabitants  in 
each  State,  computed  according  to  the  rule  prescribed 
by  the  Constitution ;'' 

And,  after  debate.  Ordered^  That  the  further 
consideration  of  this  oill  be  postponed. 

Friday,  February  2i. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  desire  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  return  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An 
act  for  making  further  and  more  effectual  pro- 
vision for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  of  the 
United  States,"  with  the  amendments,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  correctinff  a  mistake. 

The  House  of  Kepresentatives  returned  the  bill 
and  amendments  to  the  Senate  by  their  Clerk; 
and  the  mistake  bein^  rectified,  they  were  by  the 
Secretary  again  earned  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  ^An  act  providing  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  claims  of  persons  under  particular 
circumstances  barred  by  the  limitations  heretofore 
established,"  was  read  the  second  time;  and,  after 
agreeing  to  amend  the  said  bill,  it  was  ordered 
to  the  third  reading. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  bill  sent  from 
the  House  of  Representatives,  entitled  ^  An  act  for 
an  apportionment  of  Representatives  among  the 


several  States,  according  to  the  first  enumeration, 
and  making  povision  for  another  enumeration, 
and  an  apportionment  of  Representatives  thereon, 
to  compose  the  House  of  Representatives  after  the 
3d  day  of  March,  1797,"  was  postponed  until  Thurs- 
day next. 

Monday,  February  27. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  ^'An  act  providing  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  claims  of  persons  under  particular 
circumstances  barred  by  the  limitations  heretofore 
established,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Ellsworth,  Lee,  and  Strong,  to  report  thereon. 

A  messaffe  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  tne  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives affree  upon  some,  disagree  to  some,  and 
agree  to  other  amendments  of  Uie  Senate,  with 
amendments,  on  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  for 
making  furtner  and  more  effectual  provbion  for 
theprotectionof  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States." 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the^resolutions 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  last  men- 
tioned bill  ;  which  are  (so  far  as  material)  as  follow: 

In  the  amendment  to  the  second  section,  strike 
out  the  last  parsLgraph  in  the  clause  proposed  to  be 
inserted  by  the  Senate,  in  these  words,  to  wit: 

''  And  that  the  said  regiments  shall  be  otherwise  or- 
ganized, as  the  regiment  of  infimtry  described  in  an  act 
passed  the  second  session  of  the  firat  Congress,  entitled 
*  An  act  for  regulating  the  military  establishment  of  the 
United  States;'*' 

And  in  lieu  thereof  insert, 

"  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawfiil  for  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  or^ 
ganize  the  said  five  regiments  of  in&ntry,  and  the  said 
corps  of  horse  and  artillery,  as  he  shall  judge  expedient, 
diminishing  the  number  of  corps,  or  taking  from  one 
corps  and  adding  to  another,  as  shall  appear  to  him 
proper,  so  that  ti&e  whole  number  of  officers  and  men 
shall  not  exceed  the  limits  above  prescribed." 

In  the  thirteenth  amendment  to  the  eighth  sec- 
tion, after  the  words  '^  three  dollars"  for  the  pay  of 
the  privates,  insert: 

"  And  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  per  montii,  to  be  paid 
according  to  the  accumulated  amount  at  the  time  of  dis- 
charge to  each  soldier  respectively ;  or  in  case  of  death 
in  the  serrice,  according  to  the  amount  then  accumu* 
lated,  to  be  paid  to  his  widow,  if  any,  if  not,  to  his  next 
of  kin,  in  equal  degree ;  which  reserved  pay  shall  not 
be  assignable." 

To  these  amendments  the  Senate  agreed  in  part, 
and  disagreed  as  to  others. 

Ordered^  That  all  biUs,  before  they  are  sent  to 
the  House  of  Representatives,  be  examined  by  the 
committees  respectively  who  brought  in  such  oills, 
or  to  whom  the  same  snail  have  been  last  commit- 
ted in  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  ''An  act  to  ascertain  and  rebate  the 
claims  to  half  pay  and  to  invalid  pensions;"  and 
the  report  of  the  committee  thereon  being  read,  it 
was  agreed  to  amend  the  bill  accordingly. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 
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TuBBBAT,  February  28. 

•  The  memorial  of  Moses  Young,  praying  com- 
pensation for  services  rendered  the  United  States 
during  the  late  war,  was  presented  and  read. 

Omered,  That  this  memorial  be  referred  to 
Messrs.  Butleb,  Ellswobth,  and  Lbb,  to  exa- 
mine and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  '^An  act  to  ascertain  and  regulate  the 
elaims  to  half  pay  and  to  invalid  pensions." 

On  motion  to  restore  that  part  of  the  first  sec- 
tion which  was  yesterday  rejected,  to  be  read  as 
follows: 

**  80  much  of  die  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  S4^ 
of  August,  1780,  as  dedaree  *  that  the  resolution  of  the 
15tii  of  May,  1778,  granting  half  pay  for  seven  years 
to  the  officers  of  the  anny  who  should  continue  in  aer* 
vice  to  the  end  of  the  war,  be  extended  to  the  widows 
of  those  officers  who  have  died,  or  shaU  hereafter  die  in 
the  service,  shsU  be  deemed  and  considered  to  extend  to 
the  caaes  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  all  offioen  who 
died  or  were  slain  in  the  said  service,  at  any  time  be- 
tween the  commencement  of  hostilities  in  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain,  and  the  afinresaid  16th  day  of  May, 
1778.  And  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  are  hereby  au- 
thoiixed  to  settle  die  claims  of  the  widows  or  orphans 
of  such  officers,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  to  issue  certifi- 
cates for  the  same  in  the  usual  nianner  ;*  '* 

It  passed  in  the  n^egajtive. 
On  motion  to  restore  tl^e  second  section  of  the 
bill,  which  was  yesterday  rejected,  to  wit: 

«  Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  fwrther  enacted.  That  such  offieeis 
as  have  been  disabled  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
faring  the  late  war,  whose  disability  and  rate  of  allow- 
ance have  been  ascertained  pursuant  to  the  acts  or  regu- 
lations of  Congress,  and  who,  from  an  inability  to  return 
their  whole  commutation)  as  required  b^  the  act  of  the 
22d  day  of  March,  1783,  have  not  received  the  said  al- 
lowance, shall  now  be  entitled  to  demand  and  receive 
die  seme,  returning  only  such  psrt  of  the  said  commu- 
tation as  will  be  in  due  proportion  to  the  said  rate  of 
allowance,  calculating  interest  at  six  per  cent  on  the 
allowance  and  proportion  of  the  commutation  aforesaid, 
from  the  times  they  re^>ectively  became  due,  or  were 
paid ;  and  that  their  respective  accounts  be  setded  and 
•i^ubM  jtCQordiBg^  ;** 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  messas^e  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  they  desire  a  confer- 
ence with  the  Senate  on  the  suDJectrmatter  of  the 
amendments  to  the  act  *^for  making  further  and 
more  effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  States/'  having  appointed 
managers  at  the  said  conference  on  their  part. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  message;  and,      • 

Resolv^j  That  they  agree  to  the  proposed  con- 
ference, and  that  Messrs.  Ellsworth,  Butler, 
and  KiNQ,  be  managers  thereof  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
enclosing  his  specie  account  to  31st  of  December, 
1791 ;  which  was  read,  and,  together  with  the  ac- 
counit,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  ta^e. 


Wedhesday,  Febn^ury  29. 

A  petition  of  Moses  Hazen^te  Brigadier  Gene- 
ral in  the  army  of  the  United  Btates,  was  presented 
and  read,  praying  that  he  may  be  furnished  with 
certain  papers,  or  copies  of  papers,  therein  referred 
to.  Also,  a  memorial  of  tne  said  Moses  Hazen, 
that  his  petitions  to  Congress  of  the  35th  of  Oc* 
tober,  and  the  15th  of  December,  1791,  said  to  have 
been  read  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  may 
be  considered. 

Ordered^  That  these  petitions  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  of  John  Little,  a  captain  of  militia, 
was  presented  and  read,  praying  relief  in  consi- 
deration of  a  wound  received  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  during  the  late  war. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

The  petition  of  Gilbert  Dean  was  presented  and 
read,  praying  compensation  for  personal  services 
rendered  the  United  States  during  the  late  w^. 

Orderedy  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  thft 
Secretary  of  War^  to  examine  and  report  thereon 
to  the  Senate. 

A  message  horn  the  House  of  RepresentatiTAs 
informed  the  Senate^  that  the  House  of  Repre« 
sentatives  have  appomted  a  manager  of  the  pro- 
posed conference,  m  the  place  of  One  prevented 
from  attendance  by  accident. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  third  reading  of 
the  biU  sent  from  the  House  of  Represeutative% 
entitled  "An  act  to  ascertain  and  regulate  the 
claims  to  half  pay  and  to  invalid  pensions,"  aiMii 
it  was  agreed  to  amend  the  fourth  section,  as  tfiir 
loweth: 

<*  8bc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  n<Mi- 
commissioiied  officer,  soldier,  or  seaman,  disabled  in  the 
actus!  service  of  the  United  States  during  the  late  war. 
by  wounds  or  other  known  cause,  who  ^  not  deseif 
from  the  said  service,  shall  be  entitied  to  be  placed  on 
the  pension  list  of  the  United  States,  during  life,  or  the 
contmuance  of  such  disability,  and  shall  also  be  allowed 
such  further  sum  fisr  the  arrears  of  pension,  from  the 
time  of  such  diwhility,  not  exceeding  the  rate  of  the 
annual  allowance  in  consequence  of  his  disabiiity,  as 
the  circuit  court  of  the  dietnct  in  which  they  nvped' 
ively  reside  may  think  just*' 

On  motion  to  subjoin  the  following  provisp  to 
the  end  of  the  fourth  section : 

**  And  provided  aiso,  That  the  benefit  of  this  act  shall 
extend  to  the  cases  of  those  ijQvalids  referred  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  War,  and  respecting  whom  he  has  reported 
they  would  be  entitied  to  jpensions  as  invalids  had  they 
applied  in  time,  and  that  they  should  be  put  on  the  pen- 
sion Ust  according  to  the  allowances  in  the  said  report 
without  taking  tibe  measures  prescribed  by  this  act  to 
obtain  the  said  pension ;" 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 
On  motion  to  subjoin  the  following  clause  to 
the  end  of  the  last  section  of  the  bill: 

**  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from  and  after  thf 
expiration  of  two  years  from  the  passing  of  this  act,  no 
officer,  soldier,  or  seaman,  shall  receive  any  pension* 
unless  such  person  shall  be  entitied  thereto,  in  pursu- 
ance of  an  adjudication  of  the  circuit  court,  in  the  man^ 
ner  prescribed  in  the  second  section  of  this  act ;" 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pa^s  as  amended,  an^ 
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that  the  Secretary  desire  the  concarrence  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  the  hill  as  amended. 
The  second  reading  of  the  bill  sent  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  certain  widows,  orphans,  invalids, 
and  other  ^rsons,"  was  resumed ;  and, 
On  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section. 
It  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  16,  nays  9,  as 
follows: 

TsAS^—Meflera.  Bradley,  Burr,  Cabot,  CarroU,  Ells- 
worth, Foster,  Hawkins,  ^hnston,  King,  Langdon,  Lee, 
Monroe,  Rutherford,  Sherman,  Steong,  and  Wingate. 

Nats^ — Meana.  Baiaett,  Butler,  Dickinaon,  Few, 
Gum,  Izard,  Monia,  Read,  and  Stanton. 

Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  postponed. 


TH0R8DAY,  March  1. 

The  petition  of  Lewis  Dubois  and  others,  offi- 
cers in  the  New  York  line  of  the  arm^  during  the 
late  war,  was  presented  and  read,  [nayinff  that  the 
depreciation  of  their  pay  for  the  time  mey  were 
in  the  service  of  the  Omted  States  might  be  al- 
lowed them. 

Ordered^  That  the  petitioners  have  leave  to 
withdraw  their  petition. 

Mr.  Shbrman  made  report,  from  the  joint  com- 
mittee appointed  to  consider  and  report  what  busi- 
ness is  necessary  to  be  dime  by  Congress  in  the 
present  session,  and  what  part  of  the  misiness  now 
dep^Bdiuff  may  be,  without  great  inconvenience, 
postponed  to  the  next  session  of  Cimgress,  that  the 
proceedings  may  be  so  regulated  as  to  close  this 
session  by  the  first  Tuesday  of  April  next 

And  the  report  being  read,  it  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Sherman,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  consider  the  application  of  James  Matiiers, 
Doorkeeper  to  the  Senate,  for  compensation  during 
the  recess,  made  report,  which  was  read  and 
agreed  to. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  James  Mathers  be  al- 
lowed three  hundred  and  forty-nine  dollars  and  a 
half,  for  hb  services  in  the  late  recess  of  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  Vice  President  certify  the 
bftlaaee  due  to  James  Mathers,  Doorkeeper  to  the 
Senate,  for  services  during  the  last  recess. 

Ordered^  That  the  comizrittee  last  m^itioned 
be  instructed  to  bring  in  a  bill  providing  for  the 
annual  salaries  of  the  Doorkeepers  of  the  Senate 
and  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  respectively. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Burr,  Gonn,  and  Mor- 
ris, be  appointed  a  committee  to  ccmsider  the 
expediency  of  building  a  li^ht-house  on  Montauk 
pomt  on  Nassau  island,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
and,  if  they  think  expedient,  to  report  a  bill  for 
that  purpose. 

The  petition  of  Samuel  Augustus  Barker,  an  offi- 
cer in  tne  service  of  the  United  States  during  the 
late  war,  was  presented  and  read,  praying  that 
the  half  pay  allowed  to  the  officers  ol  the  late 
army  may  be  extended  tp  him. 

Ordered,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw his  petition. 

Ordered,  That  the  ftuther  considerataon  of  the 


bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  en- 
titled  ^'An  act  for  an  apportionment  of  Repre- 
sentatives among  the  several  States,  according  to 
the  first  enumeration,  and  making  provision  for 
another  enumeration,  and  an  apportionment  of 
Representatives  thereon,  to  compose  the  House  of 
Representatives  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1797," 
be  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  ^  An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  widows, 
orphans,  invalids^  and  other  persons,"  and  agreed 
so  far  to  reconsider  the  resolution  of  yesterday, 
as  to  restore  the  first  section  of  the  bill  as  amena- 
ed  by  the  committee,  as  foUoweth: 

''  Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Repreeentaiivee  of  the  United  States  of  America  m 
Congress  assembled.  That  the  Comptroller  of  the  Trea- 
sury adjust  the  claims  of  the  widows  and  orphans,  re- 
spectiYely,  as  the  case  may  be,  of  Colonel  Owen  Roberts, 
Captain  William  White,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bernard 
Eliot,  Major  Samuel  Wise,  Major  Benjamin  Huger, 
Lieutenant  John  Bush,  and  Major  Charles  Motte,  de- 
ceased ;  dl  of  whom  were  killed  or  died  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  seven  years'  half  pay  stip- 
ulated by  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  24th  day  of 
August,  1780 ;  and  that  the  Register  of  the  Treasuiy 
do  issue  his  certificates  accordingly." 

It  was  a^ed  to  insert  the  following  as  the 
second  section: 

«8eetion2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thattiieoffi- 
cers  of  the  Treasury  be^  and  they  are  herehy,  authorised 
to  re-examine  the  accounts  of  Isaac  Ledyard,  late  as- 
sistant deputy  director,  and  John  Berrien,  late  commis- 
saiy  of  the  hospital  department;  and  if  any  error  has 
taken  pkK^  in  the  settlement  of  the  said  accounts,  to 
correct  the  same.'' 

And  having  agreed  to  further  amendments,  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

A  memorial  of  Samuel  Howell  and  other  mer^ 
chants  of  Philadel^ia,  trading  to  India,  China, 
and  other  parts  of  Asia,  was  presented  and  read, 
stating  certain  discouragements  in  the  prosecution 
of  that  branch  of  commerce,  and  praying  such  in- 
terposition as  Congress,  in  their  wiscmm,  may 
deem  expedient. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 


Friuat,  March  2. 

Mr.  Ellsworth  reported,  from  the  managers 
of  a  conference  to  which  they  were  appointed,  at 
folio  weth: 

<*  The  conferees  having  m^  and  conferred  on  the  mat- 
ters of  disagreement  between  the  Houses,  on  the  bill, 
entitled  <'  An  act  for  making  further  and  more  efi^tual 
proviaion  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United 
States,"  have  agreed,  that  it  will  be  proper  for  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  recede  from  meir  disagreement  to 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  sixteenth  section, 
and  agree  to  the  same.  And  that  it  will  be  proper  for 
both  Housea  to  agree  to  the  fifteenth  section  amended, 
toi«adasfollowi^: 

^  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  President  be, 
and  he  hen^  is,  authorized,  from  time  to  time,  to  caQ 
into  senrice,  and  for  such  periods  as  he  may  deem  re» 


99 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


100 


Senate.] 


Proceedings. 


[March,  1793. 


quisite,  such  number  of  caTalry  as  in  his  judgment  may 
be  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers :  Pr(h 
videdf  That  the  non-commissioned  officers  shall  not  be 
allowed  more  than  one  doUar  per  day,  nor  the  privates 
more  than  seventy-fiye  cents  per  day,  each  person  find- 
ing his  horse,  arms,  and  accoutrements,  and  at  his  own 
risk,  and  twenty-five  cents  per  day  in  lieu  of  rations  and 
forage,  provided  he  furnish  himself  therewith." 

And  the  report  being  read,  it  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives agree  to  the  report  of  the  managers  of  the 
conference  on  the  bUl,  entitled  "An  act  for  making 
further  and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States." 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives,  adopting  the 
report  of  the  managers  of  the  conference  last  men- 
tioned; whereupon, 

Resolved.  That  the  Senate  concur  with  the 
House  of  Kepresentatives  in  the  adoption  of  the 
said  report. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the' relief  of  certain 
widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other  persons." 

On  motion  to  restore  the  words  "Richard  Shu- 
brick"  to  the  bill,  as  it  came  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  strike  out  the  clause  adopted  yes- 
terday as  the  second  section,  to  wit: 

^  Section  2.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
Congress  assembled.  That  the  Comptroller  of  the  Trea- 
sury adjust  the  claims  of  the  widows  and  orphans, 
respectively,  as  the  case  may  be,  of  Colonel  Owen  Ro- 
berts, Captain  William  White,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ber- 
nard Eliot,  Major  Samuel  Wise,  Major  Benjamin  Huger, 
Lieutenant  John  Bush,  and  Major  Charles  Motte,  de- 
ceased, (all  of  whom  were  killed  or  died  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,)  for  the  seven  years'  half  pay  stip- 
ulated by  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  24th  day  of 
August,  1780 ;  and  that  the  Register  of  the  Treasury 
do  issue  his  certificates  accordingly :" 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended,  and 
that  the  Secretary  desire  the  concurrence  or  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  this  bill  as  amended. 

The  petition  of  James  Simons,  an  oflicer  in  the 
army  of  the  United  States  during  the  late  war, 
was  presented  and  read,  praying  compensation  for 
hb  services. 

Ordered^  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  report  thereon. 


Monday,  March  5. 

A  messa^re  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives disagree  to  the  third,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth, 
seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  and  tenth  amendments  to 
the  fourth  section  of  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
ascertain  and  rcjgulate  the  claims  to  half  pay,  and 
to  invalid  pensions,"  and  agree  to  all  the  other 
amendments  thereon. 


The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend- 
ments disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives on  the  bill  above  mentioned ;  and, 

Resolvedj  That  they  insist  thereon,  desire  a  con- 
ference with  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses,  and  that 
Messrs.  Ellsworth,  Strono,  and  Rutherford, 
be  appointed  managers  thereof,  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

Knowing  the  friendly  interest  you  take  in  whatever 
may  promote  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  French 
nation,  it  is  with  pleasure  that  I  lay  before  you  the 
translation  of  a  Letter  which  I  have  received  from  his 
most  Christian  Majesty,  announcing  to  the  United  States 
of  America  his  acceptance  of  the  Constitutjon  presented 
to  him  in  the  name  of  his  nation. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

UiriTXD  Statss,  Mardi  6,  1792. 


[Translation.] 
Very  dear,  Great  Friends  and  AlUes  .• 

We  make  it  our  duty  to  inform  you  that  we  have  ac- 
cepted the  Constitution  which  has  been  presented  to  us 
in  the  name  of  the  nation,  and  according  to  which 
France  will  be  henceforth  governed. 

We  do  not  doubt  that  you  take  an  interest  in  an 
event  so  important  to  our  Kingdom,  and  to  us ;  and  that 
it  is  with  real  pleasure  we  take  this  occasion  to  renew 
to  you  assurances  of  the  sincere  friendship  we  bear  you. 
Whereupon,  we  pray  God  to  have  you,  very  dear,  great 
friends  and  allies,  in  his  just  and  holy  keeping. 

Written  at  Paris,  the  19th  of  September,  1791. 
Your  good  fiiend  and  ally, 

LOUIS. 

MoiTTlCORIir. 

The  UiriTiD  Statss  op  Nobth  Amsbica. 

Another  written  Message  was,  at  the  same  time, 
received  from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
as  foUoweth : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

I  lay  before  you  a  copy  of  the  Return  of  the  number 
of  inhabitants  in  the  district  of  South  Carolina,  as  made 
to  me  by  the  Marshal  thereof;  and  the  copy  of  a  letter 
which  accompanied  said  return. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

Uhitbd  States,  March  3,  1793. 

The  schedule  referred  to  in  the  last  recited  Mes- 
sage is  as  foUoweth: 

DISTRICT  OP  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Free  white  males  of  sixteen  years,  and  upwards,  indud- 
ing  heads  of  frimiUes  ...  35,676 
Free  white  males  under  sixteen  years  -  -  37,723 
Fiee  white  females,  including  heads  of  fiunilies  66,880 
All  other  free  persons  -  ...  1,801 
Slaves 107,094 


Total 


249,073 


The  Messages  and  papers  therein  mentioned 
I  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


m 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


log 


March,  1792.] 


Proceedings. 


[SSMATB. 


Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 

Sroceeded  in  the  second  reading  or  the  bill  sent 
rom  the  House  of  Representatires,  entitled  ^  An 
actfor  an  apportionment  of  Representatives  among 
the  seyeral  States,  according  to  the  first  enumera- 
tion ;  and  making  proTision  for  another  enumera- 
tion, and  an  apportionment  of  Representatires 
thereon,  to  compose  the  House  of  Representatives 
after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1797 ;"  and.  after  pro- 
gress, the  fhrther  consideration  diereor  was  post- 
poned. 

TuEBDAY,  March  6. 

Mr.  Burr,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  of  the  expediency  of  building  a  light- 
house on  Montauk  point,  reported,  that  the  measure 
appeared  to  the  committee  expedient  and  neces- 
sary, and  that  they  had  prepared  a  draft  of  a  bill 
for  that  purpose. 

The  bill  was  presented  and  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  tne  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives agree  to  the  proposed  conference  on  the 
amendments  insisted  on  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  .^An  act  to  ascertain  and  reflate  the 
claims  to  half  pay,  and  to  invalid  pensions,"  and 
have  appointed  managers  on  their  part. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  an  apportionment  of  Repre- 
sentatives among  the  several  States,  according  to 
the  first  enumeration,  and  making  provision  for 
another  enumeration,  and  an  apportionment  of 
Representatives  thereon,  to  compose  the  House  of 
Representatives  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1797." 

And,  on  motion  to  amend  the  title  and  the  first 
section,  as  follows: 

"  An  Act  for  an  apportionment  of  RepresentatiTes  among 
the  several  States,  according  to  the  first  enumeration, 
and  making  provision  for  another  enumeration,  and 
an  apportionment  of  Representatives  thereon,  to  com- 
pose the  House  of  Representatives  after  the  Sd  day  of 
March,  1808. 

**  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  Untted  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled.  That,  fiom  and  after  the  3d  day  of  March, 
in  the  year  1793,  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  be 
oomposed  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  members,  elected 
withm  the  several  fi^tates  according  to  the  following  ap- 

S^rtionment:  that  is  to  say,  within  the  State  of  New 
ampriiire  five,  within  the  State  of  Massachusetts  six- 
teen, within  the  State  of  Vermont  three,  within  the  State 
of  Rhode  Is^d  two,  within  the  State  of  Connecticut 
eight,  within  the  State  of  New  York  eleven,  within  ihe 
State  of  New  Jersey  six,  within  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania fourteen,  within  the  State  of  Delaware  two,  within 
the  State  of  Maryland  nine,  within  the  State  of  Virginia 
twen^-one,  witlun  the  State  of  Kentucky  two,  within  the 
State  of  North  Carolina  twelve,  within  the  Stete  of  South 
Carolina  seven,  and  within  the  State  of  Georgia  two  ;*' 

It  passed  in  the  negative;  yeas  13,  nays  14 — as 
follows: 


YxAs^^C '--vs.  Bassett,  Biadley,  Burr,  Cahot,  Ella- 
worth,  Foster,  King,  Langdon,  Read,  Robinson,  Ruth* 
oAird,  Stanton,  and  Wingate. 


Nats^— Messrs.  Butler,  CanoU,  Dickinson,  Fewv 
Gunn,  Hawkina,  Henry,  Johnston,  Iiaid,  Lee,  Monroe, 
Morris,  Sherman,  and  Strong. 

On  motion  to  amend  the  first  clause  of  the  first 
section,  as  follows: 

**  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled,  That,  tmrn  and  after  the  3d  day  of  March, 
in  the  year  1793,  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  be 
composed  of  members  elected  witlun  the  several  States, 
according  to  the  following  apportionment :  that  is  to  say," 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative;  yeas  15,  nays  12 — 
as  follows: 

TxAS.^ — Messrs.  Bassett,  Bradley,  Burr,  Cabot,  Ells- 
worth, Foster,  King,  Langdon,  Read,  Robinson,  Ruth- 
erford, Sherman,  Stanton,  Strong,  and  Wingate. 

Nats.^ — Messrs.  Butler,  Carroll,  Dickinson,  Few, 
Gunn,  Hawkins,  Heniy,  Izard,  Johnston,  Lee,  Monroe, 
and  Morris. 

On  motion  to  amend  the  second  clause  of  the 
first  section,  as  follows: 

«  Within  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  four,  within 
the  State  of  Massachusetts  fourteen,  within  the  State  of 
Vermont  two,  within  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  two, 
within  the  State  of  Connecticut  seven,  within  the  State 
of  New  York  ten,  within  the  State  of  New  Jersey  five, 
within  the  Stete  of  Pennsylvania  thirteen,  withm  the 
Stete  of  Delaware  one,  within  the  Stete  of  Maryland 
eight,  within  the  Stete  of  Virginia  nineteen,  withm  the 
State  of  Kentucky  two,  wi^iin  the  Stete  of  North  Caro- 
lina ten,  within  the  Stete  of  South  Carolina  six,  and 
within  the  State  of  Georgia  two ;" 

It  passed  in  the  negative;  yeas  11,  nays  16 — as 
follows: 

YxAs^ — Messrs.  Bradley,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Foster, 
King,  Langdon,  Robinson,  Rutherfuid,  Sherman,  Strong, 
and  Wingate. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bassett,  Burr,  Butler,  Carroll,  Dick- 
inson, Few,  Gunn,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Izard,  Johnston, 
Lee,  Monroe,  Morris,  Read,  and  Stanton. 

On  motion  to  agree  to  the  title,  and  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  amended  as  follows: 

"  An  Act  for  an  apportionment  of  Representatives  among 
the  scTeral  States,  according  to  the  first  enumeration, 
and  making  provision  for  another  ennmeration. 

"  Be  if  enacted  by  the  Senate  ahd  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives  of  the  Untted  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled,  That,  fifom  and  after  the  8d  day  of  March, 
in  the  year  1703,  Ihe  House  of  Representetives  shall  be 
composed  of  members  elected  within  the  several  Stetes 
according  to  the  following  appcHtionment :  that  is  to  say, 
within  the  Stete  of  New  Hampshire  four,  within  the 
Stete  of  Massachusette  fifteen,  within  the  Stete  of  Ver- 
mont two,  within  the  Stete  of  Rhode  Island  two,  within 
the  State  of  Connecticut  seven,  within  the  State  of  New 
York  eleven,  within  the  Stete  of  New  Jersey  five,  within 
the  Stete  of  Pennsylvania  fourteen,  within  the  Stete  of 
Delaware  one,  within  the  Stete  of  Maryland  nine,  within 
the  Stete  of  Virginia  twenty-one,  within  the  Stete  of 
Kentucky  two,  within  the  State  of  North  Carolina  eleven, 
within  the  Stete  of  South  Carolina  six,  within  the  Stete 
of  Georgia  two ;" 

It  oassed  in  the  affirmative;  yeas  15,  nays  12 — 
as  follows: 

YxAS^— Messrs.  Bassett,  Burr,  Butler,  Carroll,  Few, 
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Chum,  Howkhit,  Vttaaey,  IiMd,  Johmton,  King,  Lee, 
Mmiiim,  MoiTity  snd  Resd* 

NATs^—MeMn.  Bradley,  Cabot,  Diekmeon,  EUe- 
worth,  Foster,  Langdon,  Kobineon,  Rotherfiiid,  Mer- 
man, Stanton,  Strong,  and  Wingate. 

On  motion  to  expunge  the  second  section  of  the 
bill  as  it  came  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
it  jMssed  in  the  affirmative;  yeas  1^  nays  13 — as 
follows: 

Tbas^ — ^Meflffrs.  Bradley,  Oabot,  OanoU,  Didunson, 
EDfworth,  Foster,  King,  Morris,  Rolnnson,  RutfaerAnd, 
Sherman,  Stanton,  Strong,  and  Wingate. 

Nat8« — Messrs.  Bassett,  Buir,  Butler,  Few,  Gonn, 
Hawkins,  Henry,  Izard,  Johnston,  Langdon,  Lee,  Mon- 
roe, and  Read. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  restore  the  second 
section,  so  amended  as  to  provide  for  an  enumera- 
tMNi  to  be  takea  in  the  3rear  1798,  instead  of  the 
year  1796. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  expunge  the  third 
and  fourth  sections  of  the  biU  as  it  passed  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

Ordered^  That  thb  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  national  de- 
feace,  by  establtshiag  an  uniform  militia  through- 
out the  United  States;"  in  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of.  tke  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
pass  to  the  second  reading. 


The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "  An  act  more  efiectually  to  provide 
for  the  national  defence,  by  establishing  an  uniform 
militia  throughout  the  United  States,"  was  read 
the  second  time. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  be  r^erred  to  Messrs. 
GuNN,  Burr,  Bradley,  Dickinbon,  and  Staw- 
Ton,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 


Wbdnbbdat,  March  7. 

The  bill  to  erect  a  light-house  on  Montauk  Point) 
In  the  State  of  New  York,  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  postponed. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "  An  act  for  the  apportionment  of 
Representatives  among  the  several  States,  accord- 
ing to  the  first  enumeration,  and  making  provision 
for  another  enumeration,  and  an  apportionment  of 
Representatives  thereon,  to  compose  the  Bknise  of 
Representatives  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1797," 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered^  That'the  further  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  postponed  until  Tuesday  next 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
mformed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  a  resolution  agreeing  to 
some,  and  disagreeing  to  other,  ameiraments  of 
the  Senate  on  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  certain  widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and 
other  persons." 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
On  the  amendments  above  mentioned,  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Friday,  March  9. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and 

of  the  House  of  Repreaeniatioee: 

I  now  lay  before  you  a  general  account  rendered  by 
the  bankers  of  the  United  States  at  Amsterdam,  of  the 
payments  they  have  made  between  the  lat  of  July,  1790, 
and  1791,  from  the  fiind  dejpoeited  in  their  hands,  for 
the  purposes  of  the  act  prowling  the  means  of  inter 
course  bietween  the  United  States  and  foreign  nations, 
and  of  the  balance  remaining  in  their  hands ;  together 
with  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  subject 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

Unitxd  Statxb,  March  9, 1792. 

The  papers  referred  to  in  the  said  Message  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered^  That  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  7th 
of  March,  on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other  persons,"  be 
postponed  until  tne  managers  of  the  conference  on 
the  bill^  entitled  "An  act  to  ascertain  and  reg[ulate 
the  clauns  to  half  pay  and  to  invalid  pensions," 
shall  report. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded,  that  a  com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill, 

by  which  tne  United  States  shall  assume 

dollars  for  the  State  of  Vermont,  and  make  pro- 
vision, by  loan  or  otherwise,  for  the  payment  of 
the  same,  in  like  manner  as  is  provided  for  the 
payment  of  the  twenty-one  million  and  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  assumed  as  the  debts  of  the 
several  States,  in  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  making 
provision  for  the  debts  of  the  United  States." 

Ordered^  That  this  motion  lie  on  the  table. 


Thursdat,  March  8. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Strong,  Lee,  and  Blls- 
woRTH,  be  appointed  a  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  any  alterations  that  may  be  necessary  in 
the  mode  of  entering  and- publishing  the  journals 
&f  the  Senate. 


MoNOAV,  March  12. 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  from  the  nianaflers  appointed 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  attend  me,  confeceBoe, 
agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  5th  instaat,  made  « 
report;  which  was  received  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Strong,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  and  report  any  alterations  that  mav  be 
necessary  in  the  mode  of  entering  and  publisninff 
the  journals  of  the  Senatejoiade  a  report;  which 
was  received  and  read.    Whereupom 

Ordered,  That  &e  proceedings  of  the  Senate, 
when  not  acting  as  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  be  entered  on  the  journals  as  concisely  as 
possibw ;  due  care  being  taken  lo  detail  a  true  and 
accuraite  account  of  the  proceedings. 

That  the  titles  of  bills  and  such  parts  thereof 
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only  as  shall  be  affected  by  proposed  amendments^ 
be  mserted  on  tl^e  journals. 

That  the  Secretaryr  be  directed,  once  in  each 
week  at  least,  to  furnish  one  of  the  printers  of  a 
public  newspaper  with  a  copy  of  the  journals  of 
the  Senate,  while  in  their  Legislative  capacity,  un- 
less otherwise  specially  directed. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded,  that  it  be 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America  be  requested  to  make  known  to  the  King  of 
the  French  the  satisfaction  with  which  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  has  received  the  offidal  communication 
of  his  acceptance  of  a  Constitutioa,  which,  it  is  their 
earnest  wiui,  maj  establish,  on  a  sotid  basis,  the  free- 
dom and  prospenty  of  the  French,  nation,  and  the  hap- 
piness and  gloiy  of  the  Monaich  presiding  over  it* 

Ordered^  That  the  consideration  of  this  motion 
be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

It  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  consent,  that  the 
order  assigning  to-morrow  for  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  ^^  An  act  for  an  apportionment  of  Repre- 
sentatives among  the  several  States,  according  to 
the  first  enumeration,  and  making  provision  for 
another  enumeration,  and  an  apportionment  of 
Representatives  thereon,  to  compose  the  House  of 
Representatives  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1797," 
be  reconsidered,  and  to  proceed  at  this  time  in  the 
third  reading  of  the  said  bill. 

On  motion  to  amend  the  first  section,  as  follows : 

'<  Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled.  That,  from  and  after  the  3d  day  of  March, 
in  the  year  1793,  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  be 
composed  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  members,  elected 
within  the  several  States  according  to  the  following  ap- 
portionment: that  is  to  say,  within  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire  five,  within  the  State  of  Massachusetts  six- 
teen, within  the  State  of  Vermont  three,  within  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island  two,  within  the  State  of  Connecticut 
eight,  within  the  State  of  New  Tortc  eleven,  within  the 
State  of  New  Jersey  six,  within  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania fi>urtBen,  whhin  the  State  of  Delaware  two,  vriti^ 
the  State  of  Maryland  nine,  within  the  State  of  Virghiia 
twenty-one,  within  the  State  of  Kentucky  two,  within 
the  State  of  North  Carolina  tw^e,  widiin  the  State  of 
South  Carolina  seven,  and  within  the  State  of  Georgia 
two;" 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative;  yeas  14,  nays  IS*— 
as  follows: 

Ybas- — Messrs.  Bassett,  Bradley,  Burr,  Cabot,  Ells- 
worth, Foster,  King,  Langdon,  Read,  Robinson,  Ruth- 
erftud,  Stanton,  Strong,  and  Wingate. 

Nats- — Messrs.  Butler,  Carroll,  Dickinson,  Few, 
Chinn,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Johnston,  Izard,  Lee,  Monroe, 
Morris,  and  Shennan. 

On  motion  to  amend  the  amendment  last  agreed 
to,  by  inserting  these  words,  after  the  word  "  ap- 
portionment;" 

^  Made  by  dividing  the  whole  aggregate  numbers  of 
the  people  in  the  United  States  by  thirty  thousand,  and 
apportioning  them  among  the  several  States  by  that 
ratio,  until  they  shall  respectively  have  the  number  to 
whidi  it  win  entitle  them,  and  the  residue  of  sud  mem- 
h^  among  those  States  having  the  highest  fractions  :*' 

2d  Con —5 


It  passed  in  the  negative;  yeas  7,  nays  20— as 
follows: 

YxAS. — Messrs.  Carroll,  Dickinson,  Henry,  Johnston, 
Lee,  Monroe,  and  Morris. 

Nats^^ — Messrs.  Bassett,  Bradley,  Burr,  Butler,  Cabot, 
EUswoHh,  F«w,  Foster,  Ounn,  Hawkins,  bard,  King, 
Langdon,  Read,  Robinson,  Rutherftud,  Sherman,  Stan*> 
ton.  Strong,  and  Wingate. 

On  motion  to  amend  the  first  enacting  clause, 
as  follows: 

'<  Be  it  enacted  b^  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent' 
atives  of  the  Untied  States  of  America  tn  Uoneress 
assembled.  That,  from  and  after  the  third  day  of  March, 
in  the  vear  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
three,  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  be  composed 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  members,  being  one  mem- 
ber for  every  thirty  thousand  persons  within  the  United 
States,  computed  according  to  die  role  prescribed  by  the 
Constitntion,  and  who  shall  be  apportioned  to  and  elect- 
ed within  the  eeveral  States,  according  to  their  respect- 
ive  numbers  :** 

It  passed  in  the  negative;  yeas  11,  nays  16 — as 
follows:  • 

YxASd — Messrs.  Bassett,  Bradley,  Burr,  Cabot,  Ells- 
worth, Foster,  King,  Langdon,  Read,  Robinson,  and 
Wingatse. 

Natb^ — Messrs.  Butler,  Carroll,  Dickinson,  Pew, 
Gunn,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Johnston,  Izard,  Lee,  Monroe, 
Morris,  Rutherftud,  Sherman,  Stanton,  sind  Strong. 

It  was  agreed  to  expunge  the  second  section  as 
adopted  by  the  Senate  on  the  6th  instant,  and  that 
the  title  of  the  bill  be  amended  as  follows: 

**  An  Act  for  an  apportionment  of  Representatives 
among  the  several  States  according  to  the  nrst  enumer- 
ation." 

On  the  ^estion.  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amended? 
It  passed  m  the  affirmative;  yeas  14,  nays  13— as 
follows: 

YsASd — Messrs.  Bassett,  Bradley,  Burr,  Cabot,  Ells- 
worth, Foster,  King,  Langdon,  Bead,  Robinsbn,  Ruth- 
erfurd,  Stanton,  Strong,  and  Wingate. 

Nats^*— Messrs.  Butler,  Carroll,  Dickinson,  Pew, 
(hmn,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Johnston,  kard,  Lee,  Monroe^ 
Morris,  and  Sherman. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  this  bill 
as  amended. 

The  Vice  Pbesiuent  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accom- 
panied with  returns  of  tne  various  descriptions  of 
vessels  employed  during  the  year  ending  the  30th 
of  September,  1790,  in  the  import  trade  of  each 
State  at  that  time  comprehended  in  the  Union, 
together  with  the  foreign  places  from  whence  they 
departed  for  the  United  States.  Also,  the  returns 
exhibiting,  as  far  as  the  public  accounts  admit,  the 
various  species  of  mercnandise  imported  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  30th  day  of  September 
above  mentioned. 

Ordered^  That  the  Letter  and  papers  referred 
to  lie  on  the  table. 


Tuesday,  March  13. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday  on  the  Message  from  the 


107 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


108 


Senate.] 


Proceedings, 


[March,  1793. 


President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a  copy 
of  a  Letter  from  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  to  tne 
United  States  of  America. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  postpone 
this  motion,  in  order  to  take  up  the  following: 

»  RcMolvedf  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
he  informed  that  the  Senate  have  reoeired  with  satisfiu^ 
tion  the  official  intelligence  that  the  King  of  the  French 
has  accepted  the  Constitution  presented  to  him  by  the 
National  Assembly,  and  are  highly  gratified  by  every 
event  that  promotes  the  freedom  and  prosperity  of  the 
French  nation  and  the  happiness  and  gloiy  of  their 
King." 

It  passed  in  the  negative;  yeas  6,  nays  21 — as 
follows: 

YxAs^ — Messrs.  Bassett,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  King, 
Strong,  and  Wingate. 

NATSd — Messrs.  Bradley,  Bunr,  Butler,  Carroll,  Dick- 
inson, Few,  Foster,  Gunn,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Johnston, 
Izard,  Langdon,  Lee,  Monroe,  Morris,  Rea^  Robinson, 
Rutheriurd,  Stanton,  and  Sherman. 

The  original  motion,  being  amended,  was  agreed 
to.    Whereupon,  it  was 

Resolvedj  That  the  President  be  requested  to 
make  known  to  the  King  of  the  French,  that  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  haye  received  with 
the  highest  satisfaction  the  official  communication 
of  his  acceptance  of  a  Constitution  which,  it  is 
their  earnest  wish,  may  establish,  on  a  solid  basis, 
the  freedom  and  prosperity  of  the  French  nation, 
and  the  happiness  and  glory  of  the  Monarch  pre- 
siding over  It. 

Wednesday,  March  14. 

Ordered^  That  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  on 
the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
enclosing  the  Letter  from  his  Most  Chrbtian  Ma- 
jesty, be  siffned  by  the  Vice  President,  and  laid 
before  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  the 
Secretary. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  passed  a  biU,  entitled  ^  An  act  declaring 
the  consent  of  Congress  to  a  certain  act  of  the  State 
of  Maryland^  and  to  continue,  for  a  longer  time, 
an  act  declarmg  the  assent  of  Congress  to  certain 
acts  of  the  States  of  Maryland,  Greorgia,and  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  plantations,  so  far  as  the 
.  same  respects  the  States  of  Greorffia  and  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations;"  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  report  of  the  managers  of  the  conference 
on  the  matters  of  disagreement  between  the  two 
Houses  on  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  ascertain 
and  regulate  the  claims  to  half  pay  and  to  invalid 
pensions,"  was  again  read,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amend- 
ments to  the  said  bill,  to  which  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives have  disagreed;  and  agree  further  to 
amend  the  bill,  by  inserting,  between  the  fourth 
and  fifth  sections,  a  section,  as  follows,  to  wit: 

«  And  beit  further  enacted,  That  the  Clerk  of  the 
District  Court  in  each  district  shall  publish  this  act  in 
such  mannw  as  the  Judge  of  the  District  Court  shall 
think  efiectual,  to  give  general  information  thereof  to  Ihe 


people  of  the  District ;  and  shall  give  like  information  of 
the  times  and  places  of  holding  the  Circuit  Courts  in 
such  district  And,  in  districts  wherein  a  circuit  court  is 
not  directed  by  law  to  be  holden,  the  Judge  of  the  Dis- 
trict Court  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  ex* 
erdse  all  the  powers  given  by  this  act  to  the  respective 
Circuit  Courts.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  &e  Judges 
of  the  Circuit  Courts  respectively  during  the  term  of 
two  years  from  the  passing  of  this  act,  to  remain  at  the 
place  where  the  said  courts  shall  be  holden  five  days,  at 
the  least,  from  the  time  of  opening  the  sessions  thereof 
that  persons  disabled  as  aforesaid  may  have  fiUl  oppor- 
tunity to  make  their  application  for  the  relief  proposed 
by  thisact** 

Mr.  Butler  reported  from  the  conmiittee  on 
the  petition  of  Moses  Young,  as  follows: 

**  That  they  have  fhUy  examined  the  evidences  of  his 
claim,  and  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  founded  in  justice. 
They,  therefore,  recommend  that  he  may  have  credit  for 
his  salary  at  the  rate  of  five  hundred  pounds  sterling  a 
year,  for  the  time  he  was  engaged  or  employed  in  tha 
public  service,  and  that  the  sums  received  by  his  attor- 
ney be  deducted  therefirom." 

On  motion  to  agree  to  the  report,  it  passed  in 
the  negative. 

Thursday,  March  15. 

The  second  reading  of  the  bill  to  erect  a  light- 
house on  Montauk  Pomt,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
was  resumed,  and  sundry  amendments  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  recommitted,  with 
instruction  to  report  such  further  amendments  as, 
on  inquiry,  may  be  found  requisite. 

The  bill  sent  froih  the  House  of  RejN'esenta- 
tives,  entitled  ''An  act  declaring  the  consent  of 
Congress  to  a  certain  act  of  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, and  to  continue,  for  a  longer  time,  an  act 
declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  certain  acts 
of  the  States  of  Maryland,  Georgia,  and  Rhode 
Island  and  Providen'ce  Plantations,  so  far  as  the 
same  respects  the  States  of  G^rgia,  and  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations,"  was  read  the 
first  time. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  coii- 
sent,  that  this  bill  be  now  reaa  the  second  and 
third  times. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass. 

Friday,  March  16. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
consider  and  report  what  may  be  necessary  to  pre- 
vent the  sufiferings  of  persous  imprisoned  for  debt 
on  judgments  rendered  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  Messrs.  Ellsworth,  Lee,  and 
Strong,  be  the  committee. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  a 
return  of  the  exports  from  the  United  States  for 
one  year,  ending  the  30th  of  September.  1791.  ex- 
hibiting the  islands  and  countries  to  wnich  tnose 
exports  have  been  shipped. 

Mr.  Burr,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill  to  erect  a  lisht-house  on 
Montauk  Point,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  reported 
amendments ;  which  were  read  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading.. 
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Monday,  March  19. 

A  petition  of  Edward  Darrell,  attorney  to  The- 
odore Godet,  administrator  to  Thomas  Nelmes, 
was  presented  and  read,  praying  compensation  for 
a  vessel  and  cargo  of  rice,  said  to  be  appropriated 
to  the  use  of  the  United  States  during  the  late 
war. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  examine  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill  for  erecting  a  liffht-house  on  Montauk 
Point,  in  the  State  of  New  lork,  was  read  a  third 
time. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  Secre- 
tary desire  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives in  thb  bill. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the 
7th  of  March,  on  the' amendments  to  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  widows,  or- 
phans, invalids,  and  other  persons.'' 

Resolved,  Tnat  the  Senate  insist  on  all  their 
amendments  to  the  first  section,  except  the  last, 
from  which  they  recede;  and  that  they  insist  on 
their  last  amendment  to  the  fourth  section. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives disa^pree  to  all  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  *' An  act  for  an  appor- 
tionment of  Representatives  among  the  several 
States,  according  to  the  first  enumeration;  and 
making  provision  for  another  enumeration,  and  an 
apportionment  of  Representatives  thereon,  to  com- 
pose the  House  of  Representatives  after  the  3d 
day  of  March,  1797 ''  and  desire  a  conference  on 
the  subject-matter  of  the  said  amendments,  havinjg 
appointed  managers  at  the  said  conference  on  their 
part.  They  recede  from  their  disagreement  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
^  An  act  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  tne  claims 
of  widows  and  orphans  barred  by  the  limitations 
heretofore  established,  and  to  regulate  the  claims 
to  invalid  pensions." 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives,  disa^eeinj^ 
to  die  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  enti- 
ced *^  An  act  for  an  apportionment  of  Representa- 
tives among  the  several  States  according  to  the 
first  enumeration,  and  making  provision  for  ano- 
ther enumeration,  and  an  apportionment  of  Reme- 
sentatfves  thereon,  to  compose  the  House  of  Ke- 
presentatives  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1797,"  and 
desiring  a  conference. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  agree  to  the  confer- 
ence, and  that  Messrs.  Ellsworth,  Burr,  and 
Butler,  be  the  managers  thereof  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  ELLswoRTH,fromthe  committee  appointed, 
reported  a  further  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled 
**  An  act  providing  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims 
of  persons  under  particular  circumstances,  barred 
by  the  limitations  heretofore  established;'*  which 
was  read  and  agreed  to. 
Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 
Mr.  Sherman,  from  the  committee  appointed 
for  that  purpose,  reported  a  bill  for  fixing  the  com- 


pensations of  the  Doorkeepers  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  in  Congress. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
pass  to  a  second  reading. 


Tuesday,  March  20. 

The  bill  for  fixing  the  compensations  of  the  Door- 
keepers of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  Congress,  was  read  the  second  time;  and, 
being  amended,  ordered  to  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Gunn  reported,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  entitled  ^  An  act  more  effectu- 
ally to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by  estab- 
lishing an  uniform  militia  throughout  the  United 
States;  which  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Johnston  obtained  leave  to  brinff  in  a  biU 
to  alter  the  times  of  holding  certain  of  the  circuit 
courts  of  the  United  States. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and,  by  unan- 
imous consent,  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Johnston,  Sherman,  and  Strong^  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon,  and  that  it  be  an  instruc- 
tion to  the  committee  to  bring  in  a  clause  to 
establish  such  i;otation  in  the  attendance  of  the 
judges  at  the  circuit  courts  as  may  best  apportion 
the  Durden,  and  not  impede  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  their  office. 

A  messa£^  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  tne  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives recede  from  their  disagreement  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
^' An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  widows,  orphans, 
invalids,  and  other  persons;"  and  a^ee  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bilL  entitled 
"  An  act  providing  for  the  settlement  of  tne  claims 
of  persons  under  particular  circumstances  barred 
by  the  limitaticms  heretofore  establbhed." 

The  following  Message  yns  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

The  several  acts  which  have  been  passed  relatively  to 
the  Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
protection  of  the  fiontiers,  do  not  appear  to  have  made 
provision  for  more  than  one  Brigadier  General ;  it  is  in- 
cumbent upon  me  to  obaerve,  that,  with  a  view  merely 
to  the  organization  of  the  troops  designated  by  thoee 
acts,  a  greater  number  of  officers  of  that  grade  woold^ 
in  my  opinion,  be  oondndve  to  the  good  of  the  pnblie- 
service.  But  an  increase  of  the  number  beeomee  still 
more  desirable  in  reference  to  a  difierent  orgaaiMtioA 
whidi  is  contemplated,  pursuant  to  the  authority  vested 
in  me  for  that  purpose,  and  wfaioh,  besides  other  advan- 
tages expected  fiom  it,  i>  recommended  by  conmdm^ 
tions  of  economy.  I  therefore  request  that  yon  will  be 
pleased  to  take  this  subject  into  your  early  considera- 
tion, and  to  adopt  such  measures  thereon  as  you  shall 
judge  proper. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

Ukitsd  Statss,  March  SO,  1798. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  that  it  be 
referred  to  Messrs.  Burr,  Gunn,  and  Hawkins, 
I  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 
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Wednesday,  March  21.  | 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
petition  of  Thomas  Claxton,  praying  an  annual 
salary  as  an  assistant  Doorkeeper;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  for  fixing  the  compensations  of  the 
Doorkeepers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  Congress,  was  read  the  third  time. 

On  motion  to  insert  these  words,  ^and  that  the 
assistant  Doorkeeper  to  each  House  shall  be  al- 
lowed, in  full  compensation  for  his  services  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum," 
it  mssed  in  the  negative. 

Nesolved,  That  this  bill  pass;  that  it  be  en- 
Iprossed ;  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "  An  act 
for  fixing  the  compensations  of  the  Doorkeepers 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
Congress. 

Omered,  That  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  entitled  "An  act  more  efEectually 
to  provide  for  the  national  defence  by  establishing 
an  uniform  militia  throughout  the  United  States,'' 
be  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Johnston,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  oill  to  alter  the  times  of  holding 
certain  of  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States, 
reported  sundry  amendments;  which  report  was 
read,  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

Thursday,  March  22. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  enti- 
tled "An  act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the 
national  defence,  by  establishing  an  uniform  mili- 
tia throughout  tke  United  States,"  as  in  commit^ 
tee  of  the  whole;  and,  after  progress,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed. 

Mr.  Ellsworth  reported,  rrom  the  manu^ers 
of  the  conference  on  the  amendments  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "An  act  for  an  apportionment  of 
Representatives  among  the  several  States,  accord- 
ing to  the  first  enumeration,  and  making  provision 
for  another  enumeration,  and  an  apportionment  of 
Representatives  thereon,  to  compose  the  House  of 
Representatives  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1797;" 
that  they  had  conferred  with  the  managers  ap- 
{pointed  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, but  had  come  to  no  agreement. 

On  motion  to  insist  on  me  amendment  to  the 
first  section  of  the  bill  above  mentioned,  it  was 
lesolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  14,  nays  13,  as 
follows: 

TsAi.— Meian.  Banett,  Bradley,  Buit»  Cab^t,  Ella- 
worth,  Fostar,  King,  Langdon,  Read,  Robinaoa,  Ruthw- 
find,  Btanton,  Strong,  and  Wingate. 

Nats. — Meaara.  Butler,  CanoU,  Dickinaon,  Few, 
Gimn,  Hawkine,  Hemy,  Izard,  Johnston,  Lee,  Momoe, 
Morris,  and  Sherman. 

On  motion  to  recede  from  all  the  amendments 
to  the  bill,  subsequent  to  the  first  section,  it  passed 
in  the  negative — yeas  9,  nays  17,  as  follows: 

Ybas.^ — Meaara.  Carroll,  Few,  Chmn,  Hawkina,  Hen- 
ry, Ixaid,  Johnston,  Lee,  and  Mooroe. 


Nats. — Meaara.  Baaaett,  Bradley,  Burr,  Cabot,  Dick- 
inaon, EUaworth,  Foater,  King,  Langdon,  Morria,  Read, 
Robinson,  Ratherfiird,  Sherman,  Stanton,  Strong,  and 
Wingate. 

On  motion. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  insist  on  all  the 
amendments  subsequent  to  the  first  section  of  the 
bill  above  mentioned. 

A  petition  of  Augustus  Christian  €^o.  Elholm 
was  presented  and  read,  praying  encouragement 
in  the  prosecution  of  certam  discoveries  respecting 
'^the  fundamental  law  that  rules  our  solar  system, 
together  with  the  cause  of  the  motions  and  varia- 
tions of  the  magnetic  needle;  and  for  compensa- 
tion for  a  supply  of  arms  to  the  United  States 
during  the  late  war." 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  certain  of 
the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States,  was  read 
the  third  time;  and,  bein^  amended,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass;  that  it  be  en- 
grossed; and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "An  act  for 
altering  the  times  of  holding  the  circuit  courts  in 
certain  districts  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes." 

Mr.  Burr,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
of  the  20th  instant,  reported  a  bill  supplemental  to 
the  act  for  making  further  and  more  efibctual  pro- 
vision for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  of  the 
United  States;  which  was  read  the  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 


Friday,  March  23. 

The  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  making  further 
and  more  efiectual  provision  for  the  protection  of 
the  frontiers  of  the  United  States,  was  read  the 
second  time ;  and  being  amended,  was  ordered  to 
pass  to  the  third  reading. 

It  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  consent,  that  this 
bill  be  now  read  the  third  time,  and  it  was  so 
read,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Dickinson,  the  petitions  of  the  "  Societies  of  the 
people  called  Qruakers,"  resident  in  New  England, 
in  tne  States  of  New  York,  of  Pennsylvania,  ot 
New  Jersey,  of  Delaware^  of  Maryland,  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  of  North  CaroLna,  were  severally  read, 
praying  exemption  from  militia  duty. 

Ordered,  Tnat  the  petitions  lie  on  the  table. 

The  second  reading  of  the  bill  sent  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  entitled  ^^An  act  more 
effectually  to  provide  for  the  national  defence  by 
establishing  an  uniform  militia  throughout  the 
United  States,"  was  resumed,  as  in  committee  of 
the  whole;  and,  after  progress,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed. 

Monday,  March  26. 

Mr.  Strono  reported,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Illinois 
and  Wabash  land  companies;  which  report  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  print^  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 
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A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Monroe,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Lee,  as  follows : 

"  Beaolvea^  That  it  be  a  standing  rale,  that  the 
ioors  of  tbe  Senate  Chamber  remain  open  whilst 
the  S^Btate  shall  be  sitting  in  their  Le^lative 
capacity,  except  on  such  occasions  as  m  ^eir 
judgment  may  require  secrecy ;  and  that  this  rule 
commence  and  be  in  force  on  the  first  day 
of  the  next  session  of  Congress ;"  and  it  passed  in 
the  negative — yeas  8,  nays  17 ,  as  fbUows : 

Tbas^ — Messrs.  Butler,  Carroll,  Poster,  Hawkins, 
Johnston,  King,  Lee,  and  Monroe. 

If  ATs.^ — Messrs.  Bossett,  Bradley,  Cabot,  Dickinson, 
fiUsworth,  Few,  Ounn,  Henry,  baid,  Langdon,  Read, 
Robinson,  Rntherftud,  l^ierman,  Stanton,  Strong,  and 
Wingste. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  en- 
titled *^  An  act  more  effectually  to  proyide  for  the 
national  defence,  by  establishing  an  vmiform  mili- 
tia throughout  tne  United  States;"  and, after  pro- 
gress, the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  the  bill  sent  from  the  Se- 
nate, entitled  ^^An  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and 
regulating  the  coins  of  the  United  States,"  with 
an  amendment,  in  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  said 
message ;  and. 

Resolved,  That  they  disagree  to  the  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  therein  mentioned. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
sent  from  the  Senate,  enlitfed  ^An  act  supple- 
mental to  the  act  for  making  further  and  more 
effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  United  States." 

Resolvedy  That  they  agree  to  the  said  amendr 
ment. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  for  finishing  the  light-house  on 
Baldhead.  at  the  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  river,  in  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,"  vTas  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
dves,  entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining  the  bbim.ds 
of  a  tract  of  land  purchased  by  John  Cleves 
Symmes,"  was  read  tne  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
pass  to  the  second  reading. 


Tuesday,  March  27. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining  die  bounds 
of  a  tract  of  land  purchased  by  ^hn  Cleves 
Symmes,"  was  read  the  second  time;  and  the 
petition,  and  other  papers  on  which  it  was  found- 
ed, being  read. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Strong,  Lee,  and  Read,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  which 


they  adhere  to  their  amendment  to  the  bill  estab- 
lishing a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins  cff  the 
United  Sutes. 

Resoihed,  That  the  Senate  recede  from  their 
disagreement  to  the  said  amendment. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa* 
tives,  entitled  "  An  act  for  finishing  the  light-hou^e 
on  Baldhead^t  the  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  Tiver,  ba 
the  State  of  North  Carolina,"  was  read  the  second 
time. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  John- 
ston, Langdon,  and  Sherman,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

Mr.  Cabot  nresented  a  resolution  of  the  t^egis- 
lature  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  peti<> 
tion  of  Charles  Knowles  and  others,  late  regimciir 
tal  paymasters  and  agents  of  that  State's  quota  of 
the  contineatal  army;  which  was  reacL  and  or- 
dered to  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  or  War,  im 
consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  S^utte. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  ear 
titled  "An  act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the 
national  defence^  b)r  establishing  an  uniform  militia 
throughout  the  United  States;"  and,  after  progress) 
adjourned. 

Wednesday,  March  28. 

Mr.  Johnston  reported^  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  entitled  "  An  act  for  finishing 
the  light-house  on  Baldhead,  at  the  mouth  of  Cape 
Fear  river,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina;"  and 
it  was  accordingly  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  inquire  into,  and  report  to  Con*- 
^ess  at  their  next  session,  the  expediency  of  erect- 
ing a  light-house  on  Ocracock  i^and,  or  elseWhiere, 
near  t&  ehtrance  of  Ocracock  iijet,  and  an  esti- 
mate of  the  probable  expense. 

Mr.  Izard  presented  the  petition  of  Lauras 
Manning,  an  ameer  in  the  South  Carolina  line  of 
the  late  tumy,  praying  to  be  Idlowed  his  commru^ 
taticm;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  that  it  be 
referred  to  Messrs.  Izard^  SHOtMAji,  and  Kimg, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Orderedy  That  Messrs.  MoRBre,  Kino,  and  Ca- 
bot, be  a  committee  to  report  a  bill  compenscting 
the  services  of  the  late  Qeorffe  Qibson. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  '^An  act  more  effectually  to  provide  for 
the  national  defence,  by  estaUUsmng  an  uniform 
militia  throughout  the  United  States;"  and,  after 
agreeing  to  sundry  amendments,  as  reported  by 
the  committee.  Ordered^  that  this  bill  pass  to  the 
third  reading. 


Thursday,  March  20. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "  An  act  more  effectually  to  provide 
for  the  national  defence,  by  establishing  a  uniform 
militia  throughout  the  United  States/'  was  read 
the  third  time. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  further  to  amend  the 
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bill,  as  follows;  to  strike  out  the  proriso  at  the  end 
of  the  first  section,  to  wit: 

<<  Provided  alwai/s.  That  if  any  person,  enrolled  aa 
•albreaaid,  shall,  by  a  majority  of  the  field  officers  of  the 
4«giment  to  which  he  may  belong,  be  deemed  and  adf 
judged  unaUe  to  purchase  the  arms  and  accoutrements 
required  by  this  act,  he  shall  be  excused  from  a  forfeit- 
ure for  any  deficiency  therein,  until  he  can  procure 
them,  or  until  they  are  provided  for  him." 

To  expunge  these  words  from  section  7,  **  and  the 
said  Adjutant  General  shall  have  the  rank  of  a  Briga- 
dier in  the  militia." 

Also,  these  words,  section  8,  *' prescribed  to  the  late 
army  of  the  United  States  by  the  then  Major  General 
Baron  Steuben,"  so  that  the  paragraph  be  read  as  fol- 
lows: **  Sic  2.  And  be  U  further  enaded.  That  the 
rules  of  discipline  approved  and  established  by  Con- 
gress, in  their  resolution  of  the  twenty^iinth  day  of 
Mardi,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eeventy-nme, 
ahaU  be  the  rules  of  discipline  to  be  obeerved  by  the 
militia  throughout  the  United  States." 

It  was  also  agreed  to  expunge  the  16th  section, 
to  wit: 

**  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  nothing  in  this 
act  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  any  State  fix>m  estab- 
lishing sudi  further  regulations  for  die  more  efiectually 
training  their  militia,  according  to  the  foregoing  rules 
of  discipline,  as  the  Legislature  thereof  shall  think 
proper  to  direct" 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Ruthbrfdrd,  seconded  by 
Blr.  Lee,  to  add  the  following  proviso  to  an  amena- 
ment  agreed  on  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  as 
the  last  section  of  the  bill: 

«  And  proeided further.  That  no  sentence  of  a  court 
maittal  shall  extend  to  the  taking  of  lifo  or  limb,  or  to 
any  ooiporal  punishment,  except  in  case  an  officer  or 
private  shall  hold  a  traitorous  correq>ondence  with  the 
enemy,  or  shall  desert,  or  attempt  to  desert,  to  them,  or 
shall  misbehave  in  time  of  action,  or  shamefully  aban- 
don any  post,  or  shall  speak  words  inducing  <Hhers  to 
offend  m  any  of  the  foregoing  instances:" 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question,  Sluill  this  bill  pass,  as  amended  ? 
It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  22,  nays  1, 
as  follows: 

TiAs^r— Messrs.  Bassett,  Bradley,  Cabot,  Canroll, 
Ellsworth,  Few,  Foster,  Gunn,  Hawldns,  Henry,  Izard, 
Johnston,  King,  Langdon,  Lee,  Monroe,  Read,  Robin- 
son, eOierman,  Stanton,  Strong,  and  Wingate. 

Mr.  Rutherford  voted  in  the  negative. 


Friday,  March  30. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  Thomas  Fielder,  representing  that 
there  are  certain  deficiencies  in  the  "present  laws 
respecting  exclusive  privileges  to  original  invent- 
ors;" which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Cabot,  Izard,  and  Sher- 
man, be  a  committee  to  consider  the  expediency  of, 
and,  if  they  think  proi>er,  to  report  a  bill  respect- 
ing fugitives  from  justice,  and  from  the  service  of 
masters. 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be 
directed  to  procure,  and  deposite  in  his  office,  the 
laws  of  the  several  States,  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 


Monday,  April  2. 

Mr.  Ellsworth  reported,  fr<Mn  the  committee 
appointed  for  that  purpose,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
persons  imprisoned  for*  deot;  which  was  read  the 
nrst  time,  and  ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Izard,  Morris,  and 
Langdon,  be  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill  fur- 
ther to  extend  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue 
in  force  the  act  therein  mentioned,  and  to  make 
further  provision  for  the  payment  of  pensions  to 
invalids,  and  for  the  support  of  light-houses,  bea- 
cons, buoys,  and  public  piers." 

Mr.  Strong,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the.  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, entitled  "An  act  ascertaining  the  bounds 
of  a  tract  of  land  purchased  by  John  Cleves 
Symmes,"  reported  an  amendment,  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 


Tuesday,  April  3. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  King,  STR0NG,and  Ells- 
worth, be  a  committee  to  consider  and  report 
whether  any,  and  what,  alterations  are  necessary 
to  be  made  in  the  acts  establishing  the  Treasury 
and  War  Departments. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining  the  bounds  of  a 
tract  of  land  purchased  by  John  Uleves  Symmes," 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof  postponed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for 
debt  was  read  the  second  time;  and,  being  amend- 
ed, the  bill  was  ordered  to  pass  to  the  thirdreading. 


Wednesday,  April  4. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaininA^^the  bounds  of  a 
tract  of  land  purchased  by  John  Uleves  Symmes," 
was  read  the  third  tim6. 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for 
debt  was  read  the  third  time. 

On  motion,  to  insert  these  words  in  lieu  of  the 
second  section: 

'<  That  persona  impriaoned  aa  aibresaid  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  .the  same  allowance  for  support  as  debtonf  con- 
fined in  the  same  jails  by  executions  issuing  fix>m  the 
courts  of  such  States  are  entitled  to  by  the  laws  of  the 
same,  subject  to  the  like  regulations  and  restrictions ;" 

It  passed  in  the  ne^tive. 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass;  that  it  be  en- 
grossed; and  that  the  title  thereof  be.. "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  aebt." 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  joining  the  Secretarv,  Comp- 
troller, and  Auditor,  of  the  Treasury,  to  tne  Board 
of  Commissioners  for  settling  the  accounts  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  individual  States. 

Ordered^  That  the  consideration  of  this  motion 
be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  IZARD  reported  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed to  take  into  consideration  the  subject  relative 
to  Weights  and  Measures. 
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Ordered^  That  the  report  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate. 


Thurbdat,  April  5. 

The  consideration  of  the  motion  made  yester- 
day, ''that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  joining  the  Secretary,  Comptroller,  and 
Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  to  the  Board  of  Uom- 
missioners  for  settling  the  accounts  between  the 
United  States  and  the  individual  States,''  was  fur- 
ther postponed. 

Mr.  Izard  reported,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
•ed  for  that  purpose,  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act 
for  the  establishment  and  support  of  lieht-houses. 
beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers;  which  was  reaa 
the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  pass  to  the  second 
reading. 

On  motion,  that  it  be 

^  Remilvedj  That  Confess  will  adjourn  on  Sa- 
turday, the  14th  of  April,  instant;" 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  consideration  of 
this  motion  be  postponed  untU  to-morrow;  which 
passed  in  the  nesatiye. 

On  motion,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate  to  confer  with  such  com- 
mittee as  the  House  of  Representatives  may  ap- 
point on  their  part,  on  the  day  proper  for  Congress 
to  close  the  present  session;  it  passed  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  amend  the  first  mo- 
tion on  this  subject.    Whereupon, 

Resolvedy  That  Congress  will  adjourn  on  Tues- 
day, the  17th  day  of  April,  instant. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives agree  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate 
to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaininff  the 
bounds  of  a  tract  of  land  purchased  by  John  Cleves 
Symmes ;"  and  that  they  havepassed  a  bill,  entitled 
^  An  act  to  compensate  the  (Corporation  of  Trus- 
tees of  the  Public  Grammar  School  and  Academy 
of  Wilmington,  in  the  State  of  Delaware,  for  the 
occupation  of,  and  damans  done  to  the  said  school 
during  the  late  war;"  m  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  con- 
sider the  subject  of  Weights  and  Measures  was 
read,  as  follows: 

1.  That  it  is  their  opinion,  the  standard  for  the  Mea- 
sures and  Weights  of  the  United  States  be  an  uniform 
cylindrical  rod  of  iron,  of  sncfa  length  as,  in  latitude  45^ 
in  the  letel  of  the  ocean,  and  in  a  eellar  of  uniform 
natural  temperature,  shall  perform  its  vibrations  in  small 
and  equal  ares,  in  one  second  of  mean  time. 

2.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  have  such  a  standard  rod  provided ;  that  it 
be  prepared  with  all  the  accuracy  which  the  importance 
of  the  object  merits,  and  circumstances  admit ;  that  this 
be  done  either  by  actual  experiments  under  the  parallel 
of  45^  of  latitude  complete,  or  by  actual  experiments, 
rectified  by  due  allowances,  under  any  other  parallel, 
where  a  superiority  of  means  for  accurate  experiment 
may  promise  on  ^e  whole  greater  truth  in  the  result 

3.  That  the  expenses  of  tiie  measures  he  shall  adopt 


for  this  purpose,  not  exceeding  — —  dollars,  be  de- 
fiayed  by  the  public. 

4.  That  the  standard  rod,  so  to  be  provided,  shall  be 
divided  into  five  equal  parts,  one  of  which,  to  be  called  ^ 
a  foot,  shall  be  the  unit  of  measures  of  length  for  th^ 
United  States. 

That  the  foot  shall  be  divided  into  10  inches,  the  inch 
into  10  lines,  the  line  into  10  points ;  and  that  10  feet 
make  a  decad,  10  decads  a  rood,  10  roods  a  fiiriong,  and 
10  furlongs  a  mile. 

5.  That  measures  of  sur&ce  in  the  United  States  be 
made  by  squares  of  the  measures  of  length ;  and  that 
in  the  case  of  lands,  the  unit  shall  be  a  square,  whereof 
every  side  shall  be  100  feet,  to  be  called  a  rood;  that 
each  rood  be  divided  into  tenths  and  hundredths ;  that 
10  roods  make  a  double  acre ;  and  10  double  acres  a 
square  furlong. 

6.  That  the  unit  of  measures  of  capacity  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  be  a  cubic  foot,  to  be  called  a  bushel,  that 
each  bushel  be  divided  into  10  pottles ;  each  pottle  into 
10  demi  pints ;  each  demi  pint  into  10  metres ;  that  10 
bushels  he  a  quarter ;  and  10  quarters  a  last  or  double 
ton. 

7.  That  the  unit  of  weights  of  the  United  States  be 
a  cubic  inch  of  rain  water,  to  be  called  an  ounce,  and 
to  be  measured  and  weighed  in  a  cellar  of  uni£»m  na- 
tural temperature ;  that  the  ounce  be  divided  into  10 
double  scruples ;  the  douUe  scruple  into  10  carats ;  the 
carats  into  10  minims  or  demi  grains;  the  mmim«  iato 
10  mites ;  that  10  ounces  make  a  pound ;  10  pounds  a 
stone ;  10  stones  a  quintal ;  10  quintals  a  hogshead.  • 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  this  Report 
be  postponed  until  the  next  session  of  Congress. 


Friday,  April  6. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa* 
tive^,  entitled  ^^An  act  to  compensate  the  Corpo- 
ration of  Trustees  of  the  Public  Grammar  School 
and  Academy  of  Wilmington,  in  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware, for  the  occupation  of  and  damages  done  to, 
the  said  school  during  the  late  war."  was  read  the 
second  time ;  and  Ordered,  that  tliis  bill  pass  to 
the  third  reaidinff. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  establish- 
ment and  support  of  light-houses,  beacons,  buoys, 
and  public  piers,  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
amended. 

It  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  consent,  that  this 
bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass;  that  it  be  en- 
grossed; and  that  the  title  thereof  be  ''An  act 
supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  establishment  of 
light-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers." 

A  messafi;e  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  me  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  for  fixing  the  compensations  of 
the  Doorkeepers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re- 
presentatives in  Congress,"  with  amendments,  m 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
Tixey  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  author- 
izing the  grant  and  conveyance  of  certain  lands 
to  the  Ohio  company  of  associates,"  in  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  pass  to  die 
second  reading. 
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The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  fixing  the  compensations  of 
the  Doorkeepers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re- 
presentatives in  Congress."    Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  they  agree  to  the  nrst  amend- 
ment, and  that  ^ey  disagree  to  the  other  amend- 
ment, proposed  as  an  additional  section. 


MoNnAY,  April  9. 

The  third  reading  of  the  hill  sent  from  the  House 
of  Representotives.  entitled  "  An  act  to  compensate 
tfae  Corporation  oi  Trustees  of  the  Public  Chram- 
mar  School  and  Academy  of  Wilmin^on,  in  the 
State  of  Dela'ware,  for  the  occupation  of,  and 
damages  done  to,  the  said  school  daring  the  late 
•war.**  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Tlie  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
'  tires,  entitled  '^An  act  authorizing  the  grant  and 
conveyance  of  certain  lands  to  the  Ohio  company 
of  associates^!*  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Rdth£RFURd,  Gunn,  and  Sherman,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, notifying  the  Senate  that  the  bill, 
entitled  *' An  act  for  aa  apportionment  of  Repre- 
sentatives among  the  several  States  according  to 
the  first  enumormtion,"  had  been  returned  to  that 
House,  by  the  President,  with  the  follovring  ob- 
jections: 

**  1st.  The  Constitution  has  prescribed  that  Repre- 
sentatives shall  be  apportioned  among  tiie  several 
States  according  to  th«r  respective  numbers ;  and  there 
is  no  one  proportion  or  divisor,  which,  applied  to  the 
remective  numbers  of  the  States,  will  yield  the  number 
and  allotment  of  Representatives  proposed  by  ^e 
bilL  2d.  The  Constitution  has  also  provided,  that  the 
number  of  Representatives  shall  not  exceed  one  for 
thirtv  thousand ;  which  restriction  is,  by  the  context, 
and  by  fidr  and  obvious  construction,  to  be  applied  to 
the  separate  and  respective  numbers  of  the  States ;  and 
the  bill  has  allotted  to  eight  of  the  States  more  than 
one  for  thirty  thousand." 

And  that,  upon  a  reconsideration  of  the  bill,  two- 
thirds  of  that  House  did  not  agree  to  pass  the  same. 

The  House  of  Representatives  further  notified 
the  Senate,  that  they  concur  in  the  bill,  entitled 
^  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  establish- 
ment and  support  of  hght-houses,  beacons,  buoys, 
and  public  piers,"  with  an  amendment,  to  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  Also, 
thiU  the  House  of  Representatives  recede  from 
their  last  amendment  to  the  bill  sent  from  the 
SenatCL  entitled  "An  act  for  fixing  the  compensa- 
tions of  the  Doorkeepers  of  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  m  Congress."  And,  that  the 
House  of  Representatives  concur  in  the  bill  sent 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  erect  a  light- 
house on  Montauk  Point,  in  the  State  of  New 
YorL» 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
memorial  of  Joseph  Ceracchi,  stating  the  terms 
on  which  he  would  begin  the  execution  of  the 
National  Monument,  mentioned  in  his  memorial 


of  October  last;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  amendment  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  esta- 
blishment and  support  of  light-houses,  beaoons, 
buovs,  and  public  piers'*  was  read. 

jResoliDed,  That  the  Senate  agree  thereto. 


Tuesday,  April  10. 


Mr.  King,  from  the  committee  ^HK>inted  to  con- 
sider and  report  whether  any,  and  what,  altera- 
tions are  necessary  to  be  made  in  the  acts  esta- 
blishing the  Treasury  and  War  Departments, 
reported  a  bill;  which  was  read  the  first  time,  ana 
ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

The  memorial  of  Thomas  Fielder  was  read, 
statin^,  that  he  had  invented  an  apparatus  for  fa- 
cilitating navigation^  and,  ha  vine  oeen  at  consid- 
erable expense^  praying  the  aid  of  Government,  to 
enable  him  to  improve  his  plan. 

Ordemdj  That  this  memorial  lie  on  the  table. 
Ordered,  That  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  com- 
pensate the  Corporation  of  Trustees  of  the  Pablic 
Grammar  School  and  Academy  of  Wilmington,  in 
the  State  of  Delaware,  for  the  occupation  of,  and 
damages  done  to,  the  said  school  during  the  late 
war,"  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Lanqdon,  Read,  and 
Monroe,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  the  bill  sent  from  the  Se- 
nate, entitled  "An  act  concerning  Consuls  and 
Vice  Consuls,"  with  amendments.  Also,  the  bill 
sent  (rom  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  alter- 
ing the  times  of  holding  the  circuit  courts  in  cer- 
tarn  districts  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  with  amendments;  in  which  they  de- 
sire the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  And  they 
have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  apportion- 
ing Representatives  among  the  several  States  ac- 
cording to  the  first  enumeration ;"  and  a  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  extend  the  time  heretofore 
granted  for  the  payment  of  the  duties  on  certam 
teas  imported  after  the  third  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety^ne;"  to 
which  bills  they  desire  the  concurrence  cnf  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa*- 
tives,  entitled  "An  act  for  apportioning  Repre- 
sentatives among  the  several  States  according  to 
the  first  enumeration,"  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, that  this  bill  be  now  reaa  the  second  and 
third  times. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  concerning  Consuls  and  Vice 
Consuls." 

Resolved,  That  they  concur  in  the  said  amend- 
ments. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  altering  the  times  for  hold- 
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ing  the  circuit  courts  in  districts  of  the  United 
States^  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  concurred  in 
the  said  amendments. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the  time 
heretofore  granted  for  the  payment  of  the  duties 
on  certain  teas  imported  after  the  third  day  oi 
March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
one,"  was  read  the  first  time,  and,  by  unanintous 
consent,  the  second  time. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Kino,  Morris,  and  Langdon,  to  consider  and  re- 
pott  thereon. 


Wbdnebdat,  April  11. 

ThebilL  respecting  alterations  necessary  to  be 
made  in  tne  acts  establishing  the  Treasury  and 
War  Departments,  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  postponed. 

'  Mr.  Morris  presented  the  memorial  of  James 
Wilson  and  others,  on  behalf  of  the  Illinois  and 
Wabaah  land  company,  praying  to  be  heard  by 
ooQiuBel,  on  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  8e- 
sftle  to  whom  their  petition  of  the  l$th  of  Decem- 
ber last  was  referred. 

Ordered,  That  this  memorial  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatiyes 
Informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An act  to 
indemnify  the  estate  of  the  late  Major  General 
Nathaniel  Green,  for  a  certain  bond  entered  into 
by  him  during  the  late  war." 

Mr.  Langdom  reported,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  bill,  entitled  "An act  to  compen- 
sate the  Corporation  of  Trustees  of  the  Grammar 
School  and  Academy  of  Wilmington,  in  the  State 
of  Delaware,  for  the  occupation  of,  and  damages 
done  to.  the  said  school  during  the  late  war.'' 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  concur  with  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  this  bill. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^'  An  act  to  indemnify  the  es- 
tate of  the  late  Major  General  Nathaniel  Green, 
for  a  certain  bond  entered  into  by  him  during  the 
late  war,"  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
pass  to  the  second  reading. 


Thursdav,  April  1^ 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  ''An  act  to  indemnify  the  estate  of  the 
late  Creneral  Nathaniel  Green,  for  a  certain  bond 
entered  into  by  him  during  the  late  yrar,"  was 
referred  to  Messrs.  Izard,  Cabot,  Strong, 
Johnston,  and  Ellsworth,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon* 

The  petition  of  John  Cleves  Symmc^,  by  Jona- 
than Dayton,  his  agent,  was  read,  praying  to  have 
the  same  iBuulgenctes  extended  to  him  and  his 
aasociates,  aa  are  granted,  or  about  to  be  granted, 
lo  the  Ohio  company,  in  respect  to  their  fbtore 
payments  for  lands  purchased  of  the  U.  States. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
the  bUl  respecting  alteraticms  necessary  to  be  made 
m,  the  acts  establishing  the  Treasury  and  War 


Departments;  and,  after  progress,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed. 

The  petition  of  Charles  ColviU  and  John  Ro- 
bertson was  read,  praying  to  be  reimbursed  certain 
sums  advanced  by  their  friends  to  redeem  them 
from  captivity  at  Algiers;  also,  that  Congress 
would  take  into  consideration  the  situation  of 
Captain  O'Brien  and  his  crew;  and  of  the  crew 
of  the  schooner  Maria,  whereof  Isaac  Stephens 
was  master,  remaining  in  slavery. 

Ordered^  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  RtJTHERruRD,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed to  take  into  consideration  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  grant  and  conveyance  of  cer- 
tain lands  to  the  Ohio  company  of  associates," 
reported  sundry  amendments;  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  on  the  table. 

Friuat,  April  13. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  respecting  alterations  necessary  to  be  made  in 
the  acts  establishing  the  Treasury  and  War  De- 
partments, and,  after  progress,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  agre^  to  all  the  amendments  of 
the  Seasate  to  the  bill,  ^^titled  "An  act  move  ef* 
fectuaUy  to  provide  for  the  national  defence^  by 
establishing  an  imiform  militia  throughout  the 
United  States,"  except  the  two  last,  to  which  th^ 
disagree. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  ^e 
President  of  the  United  States: 

(Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 
of  the  Houie  of  " 

I  have  thought  it  proper  to  lay  before  you  a  commu- 
nication of  the  11th  mstant  from  the  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentisiy  of  (Treat  Britain,  to  the  Secretaiy  of  State,  re- 
lative to  the  coRimeree  of  the  two  coontriee,  together 
widi  their  exphmatory  oorreepondenoe,  and  tiie  Secre- 
taiy  of  State's  letter  to  me  on  the  subject. 

a  WASHINGTON. 

UvxTBD  Statss,  April  18,  1798. 

The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, entitled  ^An  act  more  effectuallv  to 
provide  for  the  national  defence,  bv  establlsning 
an  uniform  militia  throughout  the  United  States." 

On  motion  to  recede  m>m  the  amendments,  it 
passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  l\irther  con- 
sideration thereof  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Read  presented  a  deed  executed  by  the 
Senators  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  ^transferrins 
to  the  United  States  the  riffht  of  that  State  of  and 
in  the  lii^ht-house  of  Cape  Henlopen^  and  piers  at 
Reeden  island,  with  aU  necessary  jurisdiction  over 
the  same." 


Satuhuat,  April  14. 
The  Senate  tx>k  into  consideration  the  bill  sent 
firom  the  House  of  Representatives,  entitled  "An 


128 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


124 


Senate.] 


Proceedings, 


[April,  1792. 


act  authorizing  the  grant  and  conveyance  of  cer- 
tain lands  to  the  Ohio  company  of  associates,''  and 
the  amendments  reported  thereon  by  the  commit- 
tee; and,  after  debate,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  respecting;  alterations  necessary  to  be  made  in 
the  acts  establishing  the  Treasury  and  War  De- 
partments; and,  after  debate,  the  further  conside- 
ration thereof  was  postponed. 

The  Senate  took  mto  consideration  their  amend- 
ments disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tires  on  the  biU,  entitled  "An  act  more  effectually 
to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by  establishing 
an  uniform  militia  throughout  the  United  States;" 
and,  on  motion  to  recede  therefrom,  it  passed  in 
the  negative. 

Orxkredy  That  the  further  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  postponed. 


Monday,  April  16. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

Omtkmen  of  the  Senate^  and 

of  the  Bouie  of  Rqfresentaihea  .• 

I  lay  before  you  a  copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Judgei  of 
theCiremt  Courtofthe  United  States,  held  for  the  New 
York  district;  and  of  their  ojunion  and  agreement  re- 
jecting the  "  Act  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the 
claims  of  widows  and  orphans  barred  by  the  limitations 
heretofore  established,  and  to  regulate  the  claims  to  in- 
valid pensions.** 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

UviTSD  States,  April  16,  1798. 

The  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  their  amend- 
ments disagreed  to  bv  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives on  Ihe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  more  effectually 
to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by  establishing 
an  uniform  militia  throughout  the  United  States." 

On  motion  to  insbt  tnereon,  it  passed  in  the 
negative. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  amendments  to  this  bill  be  post- 
poned. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  ^  An  act  authorizing  the  ^rant  and  con- 
veyance of  certain  lands  to  tne  Ohio  company  of 
associates;"  and  the  report  of  the  committee  being 
read,  • 

On  the  question  to  amend  the  bill  as  reported,  it 
passed  in  tne  negative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  third  section  of 
the  bill,  as  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
to  wit: 


«  Sbc.  3.  And  be  it  fmiher  enacted.  That  the 
dent  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  further  anUiorized  and  em- 
powered, by  letters  patent,  as  aforesaid,  to  grant  and 
convey  to  the  said  Kuftui  Putnam,  Manassah  Cutler, 
Robert  Oliver,  and  Grifiin  Greene,  sjid  to  their  heirs  and 
assigns,  in  fee  simple,  in  trust  for  the  uses  above  ex- 
pressed, a  further  quantitv  of  one  hundred  thousand 
ftcros  of  land :  Provided  ahoaye,  ntverthekaM,  That  the 


said  grant  of  one  hundred  thousand  acres  shall  be  made 
on  the  express  condition  of  becoming  void,  for  such  part 
thereof  as  the  said  company  shall  not  have,  within  &^^ 
years  from  the  passing  of  this  act,  conveyed  in  fee  sim- 
ple, as  a  bounty,  and  free  of  expense,  in  tracts  of  one 
hundred  acres,  to  each  male  person,  not  less  than  eigh- 
teen years  of  age,  being  an  actual  settler  at  the  time  of 
such  conveyance." 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays, 
as  follows: 

YxAS^ — Messrs.  Bradley,  Cabot,  Foster,  Izard,  Lang- 
don,  Lee,  Morris,  Robinson,  Sherman,  Stanton,  and 
Wingate^ — 11. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Burr,  Carroll,  Ellsworth,  Few,  Gunn, 
Hawkins,  Henry,  Johnston,  Monroe,  Read,  and  Ru- 
therfhrd^— 11. 

The  Senate  being  equally  divided,  the  Vice 
President  determined  tne  question  in  the  affirm- 
ative, i 

It  was  agreed  to  expunge  the  fifth  section,  to 
wit: 

«8ic.  6.  And  be  it  Jurtker  enacted.  That  the  Presi- 
dent shall  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authoriied  and  empow* 
ered  to  grant  and  convey,  as  aforesaid,  to  the  said  com- 
pany of  associates,  in  the  proportion  of  their  reepectivt 
rights  and  interests,  the  rcmdue  of  the  said  one  million 
five  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land :  Pronded,  The  mid 
company,  or  any  of  them,  or  of  Uieir  agents,  shall,  witfiiii 
six  years  fitmi  the  passing  of  this  act,  pay  into  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  United  States  therefor,  at  &e  rate  of  twenty- 
five  cents  per  acre,  with  the  interest  thereof:  Provided, 
nevertheless,  That  bounty  warrants  for  land  may  be  re- 
ceived in  payment  for  tiie  whole  or  any  part  of  die  said 
tract  whtdi  shall  remain  after  deducting  the  reserved 
lots." 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

Tuesday,  April  17. 

The  Vice  President  requested  and  obtained 
leave  of  absence  from  the  Senate,  for  the  remain- 
der of  the  session,  on  account  of  tne  ill  state  of  his 
own  health  and  tnat  of  hb  family. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  respectiiu^  alterations  necessary  to  be  made 
in  the  acts  establishing  the  Treasury  and  War 
Departments. 

On  motion  to  agree  to  the  twelfth  section,  being 
amended  as  follows: 

«Sxc.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,in  addi- 
tion to  the  compensations  allowed  to  the  Comptroller^ 
Auditor,  Treasurer,  and  Register  of  die  Treasury,  by 
the  *  Act  for  establishing  the  salaries  of  the  Executive 
officers  of  Government,  their  assistants  and  clerks,'  and 
to  ^e  Attorney  General,  by  <  the  act  for  allowing  ceiw 
tain  compensatiens  to  Judges  of  the  Supreme  and  other 
Courts,  and  to  the  Attorney  General  of  Uie  United 
States,'  the  said  officers,  respectively,  shall  be  allowed 
the  following  yearly  sums,  viz :  The  Comptroller,  four 
hundred  dollars ;  the  Auditor,  four  hundred  dollars ;  the 
Treasurer,  four  hundred  doUars ;  the  Register,  five  hun- 
dred dollars ;  and  the  Attorney  General,  four  hundred 
dollars." 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  20,  nays  3,  as 
follows: 

TiAs. — Messrs.  Burr,  Cabot,  Carroll,  Dickinson,  Ells- 
worth, Few,  Foster,  Gunn,  Hawkins,  Henry,  bard, 
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JohnsUm,  Langdon,  Lee,  Monroe,  MorU,  Ratd,  Sher- 
man, Stanton,  and  Strong. 
Nats<— MeMTs.  Bradley,  Robinaon,  and  Wingate. 

It  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  consent,  that  this 
bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  increase  the  salary 
of  the  Accountant  of  the  Department  of  War,  from 
one  thousand  to  one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

Besolvedj  That  this  bill  pass;  that  it  be  engross- 
ed; and  that  the  title  thereof  be,  *^An  act  making 
alterations  in  the  Treasury  and  War  Departments.^ 

The  Senate  proceedea  in  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatiyes, 
entitled  ^An  act  authorizing  the  g[rant  and  con- 
reyance  of  certain  lands  to  the  Ohio  company  of 
associates." 

On  motion  to  amend  the  second  section,  so  as 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
authorized  to  grant  and  conyey  to  the  said  Rufus 
Putnam  and  others,  one  other  tract  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-fiye  thousand,  in  lieu  of  two  hundred 
and  fourteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
fiye  acres  of  land;  it  passed  in  the  negatiye. 

On  motum  to  add  tLe  foUowing  as  an  additional 
tectum: 

**  And  be  it  fmihtt  enacted.  That  the  terms  herein 
before  allowed  to  the  Ohio  company  of  associates,  ao  fiir 
as  the  same  are  applicable  to,  and  respect  the  price  o^ 
tbe  lands  to  be  granted  in  yiitoe  of  the  first  payment, 
and  the  admissibility  of  army  boimty  rights  in  discharge 
thereof  be,  and  ^ey  are  hereby,  extended  to  John 
Cteres  Symmes,  and  his  associates,  the  purchasers  of  a 
tract  of  land  lying  upon  the  Ohio,  and  between  the  Mi- 
ami rirers:  FroMmjOiwayi,  and  be  it  further  enacted, 
That,  instead  of  a  donation  of  one  hundred  thousand 
acres,  as  mentioned  in  ^  third  section,  not  more  than 
sixty-six  thousand  acres  be  granted  to  the  said  John 
Cleres  Symmes,  and  hb  associates,  for  the  like  pur^ 
poses,  and  under  the  like  conditions^  as  are  therein  pre- 
scribed and  required" 

It  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  4,  nays  16,  as 
follows: 

Ybas^ — ^Messrs.  Burr,  Hawkins,  Johnston,  and  Mon- 
roe. 

Nats^ — Messrs.  Bradley,  Cabot,  Carroll,  Dickinson, 
BUsworth,  Few,  Foster,  Henry,  Langdon,  Lee,  Morris, 
Bead,  Bol^nson  Sherman,  Stanton,  and  Wingate. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended  and 
that  the  Secretary  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
House  of  Representatiyes  in  the  amendment. 

Wednesday,  April  18. 

The  Vice  Pbesident  being  absent,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  President  pro  temr 
wre<t  ^  ^^  Constitution  proyides,  and  tne  Hon. 
Richard  Henry  Lee  was  duly  elected. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  lay  before  him  an 
attested  copy  of  this  proceeding,  and  that  he  noti- 
fy the  House  of  Representatiyes  of  the  election  of 
a  President  fro  tempore* 

The  petition  of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Ontario  and  Tioga  counties,  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  was  read,  praying  that  Congress  would  take 
into  consideration  tneir  present  critical  and  dan- 
gerous situation  from  the  inroads  of  the  sayages. 


Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  War. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatiyes 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatiyes haye  agreed  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bil^  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
the  grant  and  conyeyance  of  certain  lands  to  the 
Ohio  company  of  associates." 

Orderea,  That  the  consideration  of  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate,  disagreed  to  by  the  House  ot 
Representatiyes,  on  the  buL  entitled  "An  act  more 
effectually  to  proyide  for  tne  national  defence,  by 
establishing  au  uniform  militia  throughout  the 
United  States."  be  further  postponed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  of  the  13th  of  April  instant, 
respecting  the  communication  from  the  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  Great  Britain,  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  together  with  the  papers  therein  rd!erred 
to,  be  put  on  file. 

Ordered,  TiaX  the  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  of  the  16th  of  Apri^  instant, 
r^erring  to  a  communication  from  the  judges  of 
the  circuit  courts,  respectinff  the  "act  to  i«oyide 
for  tke  settlement  of  the  c&dms  of  widows  and 
orphans,  barred  by  the  limitations  heretofore  es- 
tablished, and  to  rebate  the  claims  to  inyalid 
pensions,"  together  with  the  papers  therein  referred 
to,  be  put  on  file. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the  time 
heretofore  granted  for  the  payment  of  the  duties 
on  certain  teas  imported  after  the  3d  day  of  March, 
1791,"  reported  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  pass 
the  said  bill;  and,  on  the  question.  Shall  this  bill 
be  read  the  third  time?  it  passed  in  the  negatiye. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Few,  second^  by  Mr.  Qunn, 
"that  when  the  Senate  are  sitting  in  tneir  Legisla- 
tiye  capacity,  the  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatiyes may  be  admitted  to  attend  the  debates, 
and  each  member  of  the  Senate  may  also  admit 
a  number  not  exceeding  two  persons;  proyidedL 
the  CMperation  of  this  readution  oe  suspended  until 
the  Senate  chamber  is  sufficiently  enlarged:" 

It  passed  in  the  negatiye — yeas  6,  nays  16,  as 
follows: 


YsAS^ — ^Messrs.  Bradley,  Burr,  Few,  Gunn,  HawkinS) 
and  Monroe. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Cabot,  Carroll,  Dickinson,  Ells- 
worth, Foster,  Henry,  Izard,  Johnston,  Langdon,  Mor^ 
ris.  Read,  Robinson,  Sherman,  Stanton,  Strong,  and 
Wingate. 


Thursday,  April  19. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  fro  tempore  of 
the  Senate,  as  a  member,  retain  his  right  to  yote 
upon  all  questions. 

^  Mr.  MoRBis  reported  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose,  a  bill  to  compensate  the 
services  of  the  late  Colonel  George  Qiwon;  which 
was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  pass  to  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Izard.  Trom  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  oiU  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatiyes, entitled  "An  act  to  indemnify  the  es- 
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tate  of  the  late  Major  General  Nathaniel  Green, 
for  a  certain  bond  entered  into  by^  him  during  the 
late  war,"  reported  amendments,  which  were  read. 
Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  report 
be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Friday,  April  20. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  bill  sent  from 
the  House 'of  Representatives,  entitled  *^  An  act  to 
indenmifv  the  estate  of  the  late  Major  General 
Nathaniel  Green,  for  a  certain  bond  entered  into 
by  him  during  the  late  war.'' 

On  motion  to  amend  the  first  jparagraph  of  the 
bill,  conformably  to  the  report  or  the  committee, 
as  follows: 

**Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Howe  cf  R^e- 
BentaHvea  of  the  Vmted  States  of  America  in  6on- 
gress  assembled.  That  the  United  States  shall  and  will 
mdemnify  the  estate  of  the  late  General  Grreen,  for  the 
■am  of  eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-eight 

Sands  six  shillings,  sterling  money ,  (being  the  amount 
le  <m  the  int  of  May,  1786,  on  a  certain  bond  exe- 
cuted to  Messrs.  Mewoomen  and  Collet,  by  the  said 
Qwieral  Green,  as  snnty  for  J<^n  Banks  dc  Co.,)  and 
the  interest  thereon ;  excepting  therefrom  a  certain  con- 
ditional bond,  given  in  June,  1786,  tor  about  one  thou- 
sand six  hundred  pounds  sterling,  (the  same,  more  or 
less,)  being  part  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  eight  thousand 
six  hundred  and  eighty-eight  pounds  six  shillings,  which 
was  to  be  paid  onij  in  case  the  said  Genend  Green 
should  recover  fix>m  said  Banks,  or  Banks  dc  Co.,  a 
sum  sufficient  for  his  indemnity:*' 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  17,  nays  2, 
as  follows: 

Ybab^ — ^Messrs.  Bradley,  Cabot,  CarroB,  Dickinson, 
Eflswortti,  Few,  Foster,  Gunn,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Izard, 
Johnston,  Langdon,  Morris,  Read,  Sherman,  and  Stan- 
ton. 

Nats« — Messrs.  Monroe  and  Wingate, 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  amend  the  first  pro- 
viso, in  conformity  to  tne  report  of  the  committee, 
as  follows: 

**  Prodded,  It  shall  appear,  upon  due  investigation 
by  the  officers  of  the  Tr^ssury,  that  the  said  General 
Qntn,  in  his  lifotime,  or  his  exeeuton,  anoe  his  de- 
cease, hsTe  not  been  alieady  indemnified  or  compensated 
for  the  aidd  sum  of  eight  thousand  six  hunored  and 
aigfaty-eight  pounds  six  shillings,  except  as  aforesaid." 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  compensate  the  services  of  the  late 

Colonel  (SeoiKe  Gibson  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 


Monday,  April  33. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  biU,  entitled  "An  act  for  raising  a  further  sum 
of  money  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers,  and 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  in  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States: 


Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  House  of  Repreeentatives  .- 

I  lay  before  you  the  copy  of  a  LiOtter  whidi  I  have 
received  firom  the  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the 
United  States,  held  for  the  Pennsylvania  district,  rela- 
tively to  the  *'  Act  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the 
claims  of  widows  and  orphans  barred  by  the  limitations 
heretofore  established,  and  to  regulate  the  claims  to  in- 
valid pensions." 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

UiriTXD  Statxs,  April  21,  1793. 

The  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  put  on  me. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Represen|ar 
tives,  entitled  "An  act  for  raising  a  further  sum 
of  money  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers,  an4 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  was  read 
the  first  time,  and,  by  unanimous  consent,  the  btil 
,was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representativei, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  indemnify  the  estate  of  th» 
late  Major  General  Nathaniel  Ureen.  for  a  certain 
bond  entered  into  by  him  during  tne  late  war," 
was  read  the  third  time. 

JResolvedj  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

The  petition  of  Moses  V oung  was  presented 
and  read,  praying  allowance  of  depreciation  on 
his  salary  as  Secretary  to  his  Excellency  Henry 
Laurens,  while  President  of  Congress ;  and  also 
on  his  ssilary  as  Secretary  to  Mr.^turens,  during 
his  embassy  to  the  United  Netherlands. 

Ordered.  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw  nis  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideraticm  of  tht 
amendments  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives on  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  more 
ellbctualiy  to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by 
establishing  an  uniform  militia  throughout  tht 
United  S^tes;^  and, 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  insist  thereon ;  de- 
sire a  conference  with  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  $ 
and  that  Messrs.  Ellsworth,  Gdnm,  and  King, 
be  managers  at  the  conference  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate. 


Tuesday,  April  24. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives agree  to  the  amendments  of  the  Se- 
nate to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  indemnify 
the  estate  of  the  late  Major  General  Nathaniel 
Green,  for  a  certain  bond  entered  into  by  him 
during  the  late  war." 

Wednesday,  April  25. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  raising  a  furtLer 
sum  of  money  for  the  protection  of  the  fVontierSi 
aEd  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned;"  and^ 
after  agreeing  to  sundry  amendments, 

Or&red,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  ^^Re- 
eolved,  That  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the 
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Speaker  of  the  House  of  Re^^esentatiyes  do  ad* 
joum  their  respective  Houses  on  the  fifth  day  of 
May  next,  to  close  the  present  sessions,  ana  to 
■Met  again  on  such  day  as  may  hy  law  be  direct- 
ed;"  in  which  resolution  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate.  The  House  of  Representa- 
tiyes  hare  also  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ^^  An  act  to 
alter  the  time  for  the  next  annual  meeting  of  Con- 
gress ;"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
Uifi  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  the  first  time, 
and  by  unanimous  consent,  it  was  read  the  secona 
time ;  and,  after  harinff  agreed  to  an  amendment, 

Ordered,  That  this  billpass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatiyes, 
tbat  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  be  adjourned  on 
the  fifth  day  of  May  next  was  read. 

Beeoived,  That  tne  Senate  concur  therein. 


Thursday,  April  26. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  bill,  en- 
titled ^An  act  for  raising  a  further  sum  of  money 
§Qt  the  protection  of  the  frontiers,  and  for  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned,"  was  read  the  third 
time. 

Mr.  BvsR  presented  the  memorial  of  a  number 
of  the  merchants  of  New  York  against  an  increase 
of  duties  on  articles  imported ;  which  memorial 
was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

The  consideration  of  the  bill  for  raising  a  fur- 
ther sum  of  money  for  the  protection  of  the  fron- 
tiers, was  resumecf. 

On  motion  to  amend  the  first  section  as  follows : 

**  That,  from  and  after  the  last  day  of  June  next,  the 
duties  now  in  ibree  upon  the  articles  hereinafter  enu- 
merated and  described,  at  their  importation  into  the 
United  States,  shall  cease,  until  the  last  day  of  June, 
one  thousand  seren  hundred  and  nlne^-fbur,  and  in 
lieu  thereof  there  shall  be  thenceforth,  lor  the  i^ace  of 
two  years  from  the  said  last  day  of  June  next,  laid, 
levied,  and  collected,  upon  the  said  articles,  at  their  said 
importation,  the  seyend  and  respective  rates  or  duties 
following  :'* 

It  passed  in  the  negatiye. 

On  motion  to  amend  the  first  section,  so  as  to 
limit  the  duration  of  the  aforesaid  duties  to  fiye 
years,  instead  of  two,  as  proposed  in  the  aboye 
amendment,  it  passed  in  the  ne^tiye. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  insert  an  amend- 
ment in  the  sixth  section,  so  as  that  the  clause 
stand  thus: 

**  And  that,  in  addition  Uiereto,  there  shall  be  allow- 
ed and  paid  upon  provisions  salted  within  the  United 
States,  (exoept  upon  dried  fish,)  upon  the  exportation 
thereof  to  any  foreign  port  or  ^laoe,  as  follows,  to  wit : 
on  pickled  fish,  at  ^  rate  of  eight  cents  per  barrel,  and 
other  provisions  at  the  rate  of  five  cents  per  barrel" 

It  was  agreed  to  expunge  these  words  from  the 
last  line  of  the  amendment  adopted  in  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill,  as  part  of  the  18th  section,  to 
wit :  "  under  the  laws  of  any  State,  or  of  the 
United  States.** 


On  motion  to  adopt  the  following  proyision, 
agreed  to  in  the  second  reading  of  the  bill  as  the 
eighteenth  section,  to  wit : 

*"  And  be  it  further  enacted  and deelaredy  Thatifthe 
principal  in  any  bond,  which  shall  have  been  given  to 
the  United  States  for  duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise imported,  and  an  the  tonnage  ofehipe  or  ves- 
sel*, or  either  of  them,  shall  be  insolvent,  or  if  sudi 
principal  being  dead,  his  or  her  estate  and  efiects,  whidi 
shall  have  come  to  Uie  hands  of  his  or  her  executors  or 
administrators,  ihaU  be  insufficient  for  the  payment  of  hia 
or  her  debts,  and  if  in  either  of  the  said  cases  any  surety 
in  the  said  bond,  or  the  execntors  and  administrators  of 
such  surety,  shall  pay  to  the  United  States  the  moneys 
thereupon  due,  such  surety,  his  or  her  executors  or  ad- 
ministrators, shall  have  and  enjoy  the  like  advantage, 
priority,  and  preference,  for  the  recovery  and  receipt  of 
the  said  moneys  out  of  the  estate  and  e^cts  of  such 
insolvent  or  deceased  principal,  as  are  reserved  and  se- 
cured to  the  United  States  by  the  forty-fourth  section 
of  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  to  provide  more  efieotually 
for  the  collection  of  duties  imposed  by  law  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise  imported  into  the  U.  States, 
and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels,'  and  shall  and 
may  bring  and  maintain  a  suit  upon  tike  said  bond,  in 
law  or  equity,  in  his,  her,  or  their,  own  name  or 
names,  for  the  reooveiy  of  the  moneys  whid^  shall  have 
been  paid  thereupon. 

*'  And  it  is  further  declared^  That  the  cases  of  insol- 
vency in  the  said  forty-fourth  section  mentioned,  shall 
be  deemed  to  extend  as  well  to  cases  in  which  a  debtor, 
not  having  sufficient  property  to  pay  all  his  or  her  debts, 
shall  have  made  a  voiuntaiy  assignment  thereof,  for  the 
benefit  of  his  or  her  creditors,  or  in  which  the  estate  and 
efiects  of  an  absconding,  concealed,  or  absent  debtor 
shall  have  been  attached  by  process  of  law,  as  to  cases, 
in  which  an  act  of  legal  bankruptcy  shsJl  have  been 
committed.** 

It  passed  in  the  affirmatiye. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatiyes 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  haye  agreed 
to  the  conference  desired  by  the  Senate  on  the 
bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  more  effectually  to  proyide 
for  the  national  defence  by  establishing  an  uniform 
militia  throughout  the  United  States,''  and  haye 
appointed  mana^rs  on  their  part ;  that  they  haye 
passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  call- 
ing forth  the  militia  to  execute  me  laws  of  the 
Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  inya- 
sions,"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tiyes, entitled  "  An  act  to  proyide  for  calling  forth 
the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  sup- 
press insurrection,  and  repel  inyasions,"  was  read 
the  first  time,  and  was  ordered  to  pass  to  the  se- 
cond reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  alter  the  time  for 
the  next  annual  meeting  of  Congress,"  was  read 
the  third  time. 

On  motion  to  reconsider  the  amendment  agreed 
to  in  the  second  reading,  and  to  concur  with  the 
House  of  Representatiyes  in  the  bill : 

It  was  agreed  that  the  further  consideration 
thereof  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 
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Friday,  April  27. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill,  entitled  '^  An  act  for  raising  a  farther 
sum  of  money  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers, 
and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned ;"  and 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  amend  the  first 
clause  of  the  amendment  agreed  to  yesterday,  as 
the  eighteenth  section,  so  that  the  cutuse  be  read 
as  follows : 

«  And  be  it  enacted  and  declared,  That,  if  the  prin- 
cipal in  any  bond,  which  shall  be  giren  to  the  United 
States  fi>r  duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  im- 
ported riudl  be  insolvent." 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  call- 
ing forth  tne  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the 
Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions," 
was  read  the  second  time  and  passed  to  the  third 
reading. 

Beeoived,  That  the  Senate  recede  from  their 
amendments  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives on  the  biU,  entitled  "An  act  more 
effectually  to  provide  for  the  national  defence  by 
establishing  an  uniform  militia  throughout  the 
United  States." 

It  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  consent  that  the 
bill,  entitl^  "  An  act  to  provide  for  calling  forth 
the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions,"  be 
now  read  the  third  time. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Dickinson,  to  amend  the 
bill^  by  inserting  these  words,  "  except  that  no 
militia  man  shall  be  subject  to  corpoial  punish- 
ment ;"  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Beiolvea,  That  the  Senate  concur  in  this  bill. 

Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  alter  the  time  for  the 
next  annual  meeting  of  Congress,"  be  postponed 
until  Tuesday  next. 


Saturday,  April  28. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  concur  in 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  raising  a  further  sum  of  money  for 
the  protection  of  the  frontiers^  and  for  other  pur- 
poses therein  mentioned,"  with  an  amendment ; 
to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Se- 
nate ;  and  that  the  House  of  Representatives  haye 
passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  regulating 
processes  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and 
providing  compensations  for  the  officers  of  the 
said  courts,  and  for  j[urors  and  witnesses,"  with 
amendments;  to  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate ;  and  they  have  also  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  reducing  the  rates 
of  postage  on  newspapers ;"  and  the  bul,  entitled 
"  An  act  authorizing  tne  grant  and  conveyance  of 
certain  lands  to  Jolm  Cleres  Symmes,  and  his  as- 
sociates ;"  to  which  bills  respectively,  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  petition  of  Samuel  B.  Turner,  late  an  en- 
sign of  the  Maryland  battalion  of  levies,  was  pre- 
sented and  read,  praying  to  be  reimbursed  the 


amount  of  his  ransom  from  captivity  by  the  sar- 
ages,  together  with  the  incidental  expenses. 

Ordered^  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
to  thd  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend-  . 
ment  of  the  House  of  Representatiyes  to  an  amend-  ' 
ment  of  the  Senate  on  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
for  raising  a  further  sum  of  money  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  frontiers,  and  for  other  purposes  there- 
in mentioned ;"  and 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  concur  in  the  said 
amendment 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  srant 
and  conveyance  of  certain  lands  to  John  Cieyes 
Symmes.  and  his  associates,"  was  read  the  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  reducing  the  rates 
of  postage  on  newspapers,"  was  read  the  nrst  time, 
and,  on  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  the 
second  time  ?  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  amendments  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  regulating 
processes  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and 
providing  compensations  for  the  ofiieers  or  the 
said  courts,  ana  for  jurors  and  witnesses,"  were 
read. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Ellsworth,  Bradley,  Monroe,  Burr,  and 
Henry,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  that 
tjie  amendments  be  printea. 

Monday,  April  30. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  au- 
thorizing the  grant  and  conveyance  of  certain 
lands  to  John  Cleves  Symmes,  and  his  associates," 
be  referred  to  Messrs.  Read,  Kino,  and  Carroll, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Ordered.  That  Messrs.  Morris,  King,  Izard, 
Cabot,  ana  Henry,  be  a  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  value  of  foreign  coins  in  circulation  within  the 
U.  States ;  and.  if  they  should  think  it  expedient,  to 
report  a  bill  for  ascertaining  the  rates  at  which 
they  ought  to  pass,  in  conformity  to  the  principles 
of  an  act  passed  the  present  session,  entitled  "An 
act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins 
of  the  United  States  f  and,  also,  to  report  such 
other  provisions  as  they  shall  think  necessary  for 
carrying  into  effect  the  intentions  of  the  saia  act 

Tuesday,  May  1. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  the  Re- 

§3rt  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  petition  of 
amuel  B.  Turner;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  third  reading  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  alter  the  time  for  the  next  annual  meeting  of 
Congress,"  was  resumed. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  strike  out  of  the 
bill  "the  third  Monday,"  inserted  in  the  second 
reading,  and  to  substitute  "the  first  Monday"  in 
Novemoer. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  concur  in  this  bill. 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  take  into  consideration  the  amendments  of  the 
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House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^^  An 
act  for  regumting  processes  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,  and  providing  compensations  for 
the  officers  of  the  said  courts,  and  for  jurors  and 
witnesses,"  made  report;  which,  being  read,  and 
in  part  agreed  to, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  "jRe- 
solved,  That  a  joint  committee  of  both  Houses  be 
directed  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  request  that  he  would  recommend  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States  a  day  of  public  hu- 
miliation and  prayer;"  and,  having  appointed  a 
committee  on  their  part,  desire  concurrence,  and 
the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  persons 
imprisoned  for  debt,"  with  amendments;  and,  also, 
^  An  act  to  authorize  the  remission  of  certain  du- 
ties:" in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

On  motion,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
join  with  sucn  committee  aS  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives shall  ai^int,  to  wait  on  the  Presiaent 
of  the  United  States,  and  notify  him  of  the  pro- 
posed recess  of  Congress;  it  was  agreed  that  the 
consideration  of  this  motion  be  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  authorize  the  re- 
mission of  certain  duties,"  was  read  the  first  time ; 
and,  by  unanimous  consent,  the  bill  was  read  the 
second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bUl  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Cabot,  Kino,  and  Burr,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 


Weonesday,  May  2. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday,  "That  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  join  with  such  committee  as  the 
House  of  Representatives  shall  appoint,  to  wait 
on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  notify 
him  of  the  proposed  recess  of  Congress." 

On  motion  to  postpone  the  consideration  thereof, 
it  jmssed  in  the  negative. 

Jiesolved,  That  Messrs,  Hawkins  and  Burr  be 
a  joint  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  with 
such  committee  as  the  House  of  Representatives 
shall  appoint,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  states,  and  notify  him  of  the  proposed 
recess  of  Congress. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
conceminfi^  the  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within 
the  United  States;"  in  which  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and^  by  unani- 
mous consent,  it  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Hawkins,  Cabot,  and  Ellsworth,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon 


The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  regulating  processes 
in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and  providing 
compensations  for  the  officers  of  the  said  courts, 
and  for  jorors  and  witnesses." 

Resolved,  That  the3r  agree  to  the  first  section^ 
and  the  adoitional  sections,  except  the  second  and 
fifth  additional  sections,  with  an  amendment  to 
the  fourth  additional  section,  so  that  it  shall  read 
as  follows: 

'<  And  bt  it  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
attorneys  in  the  seTeral  districts  to  correspond  with  the 
Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  on  any  matter 
relative  to  judicial  business  which  shall  arise  within 
their  respective  districts,  and  upon  which  he  diaU  re- 
quest inrarmation  from  Uiem." 

And  they  disagree  to  all  the  other  amendments 
on  the  said  bill. 

Mr.  Rbau,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  authorizing  the 
srant  and  conveyance  of  certain  lands  to  John 
Gleves  Symmes,  and  his  associates,"  reported 
amendments;  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  Dill  be 
amended  accordingly:  and,  bv  unanimous  con- 
sent, the  bill  was  now  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  the  billj  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  per- 
sons imprisoned  for  debt." 

Resolved,  That  they  disagree  to  the  first  and 
second,  and  agree  to  the  last  amendment  to  the 
saidbiU. 

Mr.  King  gave  notice  that  he  intended,  to-mor- 
row, to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  con- 
tinue an  act,  entitled  '^  An  act  to  continue  in  force 
the  act  therein  mentioned,  and  to  make  further 
provision  for  the  payment  of  pensions  to  invalids, 
and  for  the  support  of  light-houses,  beacons,  buoys, 
and  public  piers." 


Thursday,  May  3. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representativea 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  hav»  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  relative  to  the  compensa- 
tions to  certain  officers  employed  in  the  cdUlection 
of  the  duties  of  impost  and  tonnage,"  to  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate;  that 
they  recede  from  their  amendments  disagreed  to 
by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt;"  that  thev 
agree  to  tne  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  finrant  and  con- 
veyance of  certain  lands  to  ^hn  Qeves  Symmes 
and  his  associates." 

On  motion,  that  a  person  be  chosen  to  supply 
the  vacancy  occasioned  in  the  Committee  on  En- 
rolled Bills,  by  the  absence  of  Mr.  Bradlet,  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  Mr.  Winoatb 
for  that  purpose. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa 
tives,  entitled  "An  act  relative  to  the  compensa- 
tions to  certain  officers  employed  in  the  collection 
of  the  duties  of  impost  and  tonnage,"  was  read 
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the  first  time;  and,  by  unanimous  consent,  it  was 
read  the  second  time. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Morris,  Sherman,  and  Monboe,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

A^eeably  to  notice  given  yesterday,  Mr.  King 
obtamed  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  continue  in 
force  the  act  therein  mentioned,  and  to  make  fur- 
ther provision  for  the  payment  of  pensions  to  in- 
Talids,  and  for  the  support  of  ii^ht-houses.  beacons, 
buoys,  and  public  piers;  which  was  reaa  the  first 
time,  and,  by  unanimous  consent,  was  read  the 
second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Bassett,  Foster,  and  Johnston,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

Mr.  Morris,  from  the  committee  appointed,  re- 
ported "A  bill  for  reg[ulating  foreign  corns,  ana  for 
other  purposes;"  which  was  read  the  first  time, 
and,  by  unanimous  consent,  was  read  the  second 
time. 

Mr.  Cabot  reported,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  remission  of  certain  duties,"  that  it 
was  not  expedient  that  the  bill  should  pass. 

Besolveay  That  this  bill  do  not  pass  to  the  third 
reading. 

Mr.  Bassett.  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  "The  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act 
therein  mentioned,  and  to  make  further  provision 
for  the  payment  of  pensions  to  invalids,  and  for 
the  support  of  lighthouses,  beacons,  buoys,  and 
public  piers,"  reported  amendments,  which  were 
adopted;  and,  by  unanimous  consent,  the  bill  was 
d  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


rea< 


A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  consid- 
ered their  amendments  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate, 
and  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  their  amend- 
ment on  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  regulating 
processes  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and 
providing  compensations  for  the  officers  of  the  said 
courts,  and  for  jurors  and  witnesses,"  and  agree  to 
some  of  the  said  amendments  as  amended,  recede 
from  some,  and  insist  on  others,  of  the  said  amend- 
Bdents, -and  desire  a  conference  on  the  subiect- 
matter  of  the  amendments  insisted  on,  and  have 
appointed  managers  at  the  said  conference  on  their 
part* 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments insisted  on  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill  last  mentioned ;  and, 

Ee»ok)edy  That  the  Senate  insist  on  their  dis- 
agreement to  the  said  amendments;  that  they 
agree  to  the  proposed  conference,  and  that  Messrs. 
Ellsworth.  King,  and  Hbnrt,  be  managers 
thereof  on  tne  part  of  the  Senate. 


Frioat,  May  4. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning 
the  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United 
States,"  reported  amendments^  which  were  read; 
and  it  was  agreed  that  the  bill  be  amended  ac- 
cordingly. 


It  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  consent,  that  this 
bin  have  the  third  reading  at  this  time. 

Resolvedj  That  this  billpass  with  amendments. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in  force  the 
act  therein  mentioned,  and  to  make  further  pro- 
vision for  the  payment  of  pensions  to  invalids," 
with  amendments;  to  which  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
above  mentioned;  and, 

Resolvedy  That  they  concur  therein. 

Mr.  Morris,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  relative  to  the 
compensations  to  certain  officers  employed  in  the 
collection  of  the  duties  of  impost  and  tonnage," 
reported  amendments,  which  were  read ;  and  some 
of  which  bein^  adopted,  it  was  agreed  to  amend 
the  bill  accordingly. 

It  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  consent,  that  the 
bill  should  have  the  third  reading  at  tnis  time; 
and  it  was  read,  and  passed,  accordingly. 

The  second  reading  of  tne  bill  for  regulating 
forei£^  coins,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  resumed; 
and,  being  amended,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  re- 
solved, that  the  resolution  of  the  24th  of  last 
month,  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Senate 
and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
close  tne  present  session  by  adjourning  their  re- 
spective Houses  on  the  5th  day  of  May,  be  repeal- 
ed; and  that,  instead  thereof,  they  be  authorized 
to  adjourn  their  respective  Houses  on  Thursday, 
the  10th  of  May,  instant,  to  meet  again  on  such 
day  as  shall  be  by  law  appointed;  in  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  or  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion last  mentioned;  and, 

Resolvedj  That  they  concur  therein,  with  an 
amendment,  to  wit:  strike  out  these  words,  "Thurs- 
day the  tenth,"  and  insert  "Tuesday  the  eighth." 


Saturday,  May  5. 

A  Message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  resolution  of  the 
4th,  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Senate,  and  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  close 
the  present  session  by  adjourning^  their  respect- 
ive Houses  on  the  8th  inst.  The  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives also  agree  to  the  amendment;;  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  relative  to  the 
compensations  to  certain  officers  employed  in  the 
collection  of  die  duties  of  impost  and  tonnage." 
And  they  agree  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  duties 
on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States." 
And  they  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  au- 
thorizing the  settlement  of  the  demands  of  Antho- 
ny Walton  White  against  the  United  States;"  in 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
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The  bill  last  me^itioned  was  read  the  first  time, 
as  also  the  petition  of  the  said  Anthony  Wal- 
ton White,  on  which  the  bill  originated,  with  sun- 
dry other  P&PJ^rs  referring  thereto. 

Resolved,  That  the  consideration  of  this  bill  be 
postponed  on  til  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Jtesolved,  That  Messrs.  Hawkins  and  Burb  be  a 
eommittee  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  notify  him  of  the  intended  reeess  of 
Congress. 

It  was  agreed  to  reconsider  the  above  resolution, 
and  substitute  the  following: 

Resolved^  That  Messrs.  Hawkins  and  Burr  be  a 
joint  committee,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  with 
such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  House  of  Representatiyes,  to  wait  on  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  and  notify  him  of  the 
intended  recess  of  Congress  on  Tuesday  next. 

On  motion,  that  the  buls  for  regulating  processes 
in  the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States;  for 
TOoyiding  for  the  public  debt ;  for  alterations  in  the 
Treasury  and  War  Departments;  for  ascertaining 
the  rates  of  foreign  coins;  and,  for  further  appro- 
priations; be  passed  before  any  other  business  is 
mtrodueed:  it  passed  in  the  negative. 


MoNUAY,  May  7. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate,  appointing  a  joint  com- 
mittee to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  inform  him  of  the  proposed  recess  of 
Congress ;  and  have  appointed  a  joint  committee 
on  their  part.  And  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  ^^An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  makiiur 
provision  for  the  debt  of  the  United  States;" 
in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act  making  provision  for  the  debt  of  the  United 
States,"  was  read  the  first  time;  and,  by  unanimous 
consent,  it  was  read  the  second  time. 

It  was  also  agreed,  by  unanimous  consent,  that 
this  bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  concur  therein. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  making  compen- 
sations to  the  Commissioners  of  Loans  for  extra- 
ordinary expenses,"  was  read  the  first  time;  and, 
by  unanimous  consent,  it  was  read  the  second  and 
third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  concur  therein. 

Mr.  Hawkins  reported,  from  the  joint  commit- 
tee, that  they  had  waited  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  informed  him  of  the  proposed 
recess  of  Congress. ., 

The  memorial  of  Thomas  Fielder,  referring  to 
his  former  petitions  of  30th  March,  and  10th  of 
Apnl  last,  respecting  his  inventions  for  facilitating 
navigation,  was  presented  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  nave  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  concerning  the  claim  of  John 
Brown  Cutting  against  the  United  States;"  in 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
2d  Con.— 6 


The  bill,  was  read  the  first  time,  and  passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
do  lay  before  the  Senate,  at  the  next  session  oif 
Congress,  a  statement  of  the  salaries,  fees,  and 
emoluments,  for  one  year,  ending  the  nrst  day  of 
October  next,  to  be  stated  quarterly,  of  every  per- 
son holding  any  civil  office  or  employment  imder 
the  United  States,  (except  the  judges,)  tog[ether 
with  the  actual  disbursements  and  expenses  in  the 
discharge  o^  their  respective  offices  and  employ- 
ments for  the  same  period ;  and  that  he  do  report 
the  name  of  every  person  who  shall  neglect  or 
refuse  to  give  ^tisfactory  information  touching 
his  office  or  employment,  or  the  emoluments  or 
disbursements  thereof. 


Monday  Evening,  May  7. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  alterations  in 
the  Treasury  and  War  Departments,"  with  amend- 
ments; to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate.  They  recede  from  some  and  adhere 
to  other  amendments  on  the  bill,  entitled  '^  An  act 
for  regulating  processes  in  the  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  providing  compensations  for  the 
officers  of  the  said  courts,  and  for  jurors  and  wit- 
nesses." 

The  amendments  to  the  first  mentioned  bill 
were  read;  and 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  which  thev 
recede  from  some  and  adhere  to  other  amena- 
ments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  regulating 
processes  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and 
providing  compensations  for  the  officers  of  the  said 
courts,  and  for  jurors  and  witnesses." 

Ana,  on  motion  to  recede  from  the  disasree- 
ment  to  the  second  amendment  of  the  second  sec- 
tion, which  is,  to  strike  out  these  words,  "  and  be 
at  lioerty  to  pursue  the  same  until  a  tender  of  the 
debt  and  cost,  in  gold  or  silver,  shall  be  made:" 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  to  adhere  to  the  disagreement  to  the 
amendment  last  recited,  it  passed  in  the  negatives- 
yeas  9,  nays  10,  as  follows: 

YxASd — Messrs.  Cabot,  Carroll,  Dickinion,  Ellsworth, 
Foster,  hard,  King,  Morris,  and  Read. 

Nats^— Mesnrs.  Few,  Hawkins,  Hemy,  Johnston, 
Lee,  Monroe,  Robinson,  Sherman,  Stantim,  and  Win« 
gate. 

It  was  agreed  to  recede  from  the  other  amend- 
ment adhered  to  by  the  House  of  Representatives 
on  the  said  bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the  House 
of  Representatives  with  the  proceedings  of  the 
Senate  on  the  biU  last  mentioned. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  they  concur  in  the  biU, 
entitled  "An  act  regulating  foreign  coins^and  for 
other  purposes,"  with  amendments ;  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They  agree 
to  the  amendment  to  their  amendment  on  tnebill, 
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entitled  ^  An  act  making  alteratioiis  in  the  Trea- 
sury and  War  Departments.'' 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  amendments  to  the  hill  first  mentioned ;  and, 
resolyed,  that  they  concur  therein. 


Tuesday,  May  8. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatiyes  concur  in  the  hill,  entitled  ^  An  act  to 
compensate  the  seryices  of  the  late  Colonel  George 
Gibson."  They  haye  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  making  certain  appropriations  therein  speci- 
fied ;"  in 'which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  making  certain  ap- 
propriations therein  specified,''  was  read  the  first 
time;  and,  by  unanimous  consent,  it  was  read  the 
second  time. 

Ordered.  That  the  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Morris,  Cabot,  and  Ellsworth,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  concerning  the  claim 
of  John  Brown  Cutting  against  the  United  States," 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Mesdvedj  That  the  Senate  concur  in  this  bill. 

A  message  flrom  the  House  of  Representatiyes 
informed  the  Senate^  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  resolution  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  furnish  the  several  collectors  of  the  reve- 
nue within  the  United  States  with  certain  printed 
clearances  of  a  particular  form ;  in  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution,  as  follows: 

"  Resolved,  By  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assemoled.  That  the  Secreta^  of  the  Tre«i8iiiy  cause 
to  be  provided  for  the  use  of  the  eeverai  oollectors  in  the 
United  States,  printed  dearances,  on  ^e  back  whereof 
shall  be  a  minted  account  of  the  methods  which  have 
heen  found  to  answer  for  obtaining  fresh  from  saltwater, 
and  of  oonstmeting  extempore  stiUi  of  snch  implements 
as  are  generally  on  board  of  every  vessel,  with  a  recom- 
mendafion,  in  all  cases  where  they  shall  have  occasion 
to  resort  to  this  expedient  for  obtaining  water,  to  pah- 
hah  the  result  of  their  trial  in  some  gaietto  on  their  retain 


to  die  United  States,  or  to  eommunicate  it  for  pubtteft- 
tion  to  the  of&ct  oi  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  oider  &at 
oUiers  may,  by  their  success,  be  encouraged  to  make 
similar  trials,  and  be  benefited  by  any  improvements  or 
new  ideas  which  may  occur  to  them  m  practice." 

Re9olvedy  That  the  Senate  concur  therein. 

Mr.  Morris,  from  the  conunittee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  mU,  entitled  ^An  act  making  cer- 
tain appropriations  therein  specified,"  reported  aa 
amendment ;  which  was  read  and  agreea  to. 

Ordered.  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

Resdvea,  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

A  messaffe  from  the  House  of  Representatiyes 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives agree  to  the  amendment  oi  the  Senate 
to  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  making  certain  apt- 
propriations  therein  specified ;"  and  that  thev  have 
passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  respecting  tne  g^ 
vemment  of  the  territories  of  the  United  SliSes 


northwest  and  south  of  the  river  Ohio ;"  in 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  the  first  time, 
and,  by  unanimous  consent,  the  bill  was  read  the 
second  and  third  time. 

Reedved,  That  the  Senate  concur  therein. 


Tuesday  Evening,  May  8. 

On  motion,  that  a  person  be  chosen  to  supply 
the  vacancy  occasioned  in  the  Committee  on  En- 
rolled Bills,  by  the  absence  of  Mr.  Wingate,  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  Mr.  Sherman 
for  that  purpose. 

After  receiving  several  reports  of  enrolled  bills 
and  acting  on  other  unfinished  business, 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  inform  the  House 
of  Representatives,  that  the  Senate,  having  com- 
pleted the  Legislative  business  before  them,  are 
about  to  adjourn. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, having  completed  the  business  before  them, 
are  about  to  adjourn. 

In  conformity  to  the  resolution  of  the  4th  in- 
stant, the  President  pro  tempore  adjourned  the 
Senate  to  the  first  Monday  m  November  next, 
being  the  time  appointed  oy  law  for  the  next 
annual  meeting  or  Congress. 


PROCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


or  TBI 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

AT  THE  FER8T  8B88ION  OF  THE  SECOND  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CITY  OF 

PHILADELPHIA,  OCTOBER  M,  1791. 


Monday,  October  24, 1791. 

Tkis  beinff  the  4ay  appointed  by  law  for  the 
meeting:  of  tne  present  Congress,  the  following 
members  appeared,  produced  their  credentials, 
and  took  their  seats: 

Prom  New  Hampshire,  Nicholas  Gilman, 
Samuel  Livermore,  and  Jeremiah  SanTR. 

Prom  MoMockusetts,  Fisher  Ames,  Shearja- 
8BU1  Bourne,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Benjamin 
Gk>ODHUB,  George  Thatcher,  and  Artemas 
Ward. 

Prom  Rhode  hland,  Benjamin  Bourne. 

Prom  Connecticut,  James  Hillhouse,  Jona- 
than Sturoes,  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Jeremiah 
Wadsworth,  and  Amasa  Learned. 

Prom  New  York,  James  Gordon,  John  Lau- 
RANCE,  Peter  Sylvester,  and  Thomas  Tred- 

WELL. 

Prom  New  Jersey,  Elias  Boudinot. 

Prom  Pennsylvania,  Thomas  Fitzsimons, 
Daniel  Heister,  and  Frederick  Augustus 
Muhlenberg. 

Prom  Delaware.  John  Vining. 

Prom  MaryUma,  Joshua  Seney,  and  Samuel 
Sterrett. 

Prom  Virginia,  John  Brown,  William  B. 
Giles,  Samuel  Griffin,  James  Madison,  An- 
drew Moore,  and  Alexander  White. 

Prom  North  Carolina,  John  Steele,  and  Hugh 
Williamson. 

Prom  South  Carolina,  Daniel  Huqer,  Wil- 
liam Smith,  and  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker. 

Prom  Georgia,  Francis  Willis. 

A  quorum  of  the  members  being  present,  the 
House  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Sp^er,  when  it 
appeared  that  Jonathan  Trumbull,  from  Con- 
necticut, was  elected. 

On  being  conducted  to  the  chair,  Mr.  Trum- 
bull addressed  the  House  as  follows: 

QmmTutian :  I  find  myself  unable  to  ezprew  to  you 
the  full  sense  I  hare  of  the  diBtinguished  honor  you 
have  done  me  in  the  choice  of  your  Speaker. 

The  diffidence  I  feel  in  my  abilities  to  discharge,  with 
jyropriety,  the  duties  of  the  Chair,  is  almost  insuperable 
m  my  own  mind.  But,  encouraged  by  the  known  can- 
dor of  this  honorable  body,  and  depending,  as  I  think  I 
ma^  confidently  do,  on  the  kind  assistance  of  each  in- 
diTidual  in  it,  I  shall  enter  on  its  duties,  with  full 
tMurances  to  you,  gendemen,  that  I  shall  endeavor  to 
eoaduct  myself  with  that  impartiality,  integrity,  and 


assiduity,  which  become  the  conspicuous  station  in 
which  you  have  been  pleased  to  place  me. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Clerk, 
when  there  appeared  an  unanimous  rote  for  John 
Beckley. 

The  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  was  then 
administered  to  the  members  present,  and  the  oath 
of  office  to  the  Speaker  and  Clerk. 

Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  appoint  committees 
until  the  House  shall  oUierwise  determine. 

A  message  was  receired  from  the  Senat^  in- 
forming the  House  that  a  quorum  of  that  body  is 
assembled  and  ready  to  proceed  to  business;  and 
that  the  Senate  have  informed  the  President  of 
the  United  States  that  they  are  ready  to  receire 
any  communications  he  may  be  pleased  to  make 
to  them. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina, 
Mr.  Laurance,  and  Mr.  White,  be  a  committee 
on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  act  jointly  with  the 
committee  from  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  Pre- 
sident. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  ana  report  Standinff  Rules  and  Orders  of 
proceeding  for  the  House.  Messrs.  Muhlenberg, 
Tucker,  Williamson,  Ames,  and  Smith,  of  New 
Hampshire^ere  named. 

Joseph  Whbaton  was  appointed  Sergeant-at- 
Arms;  and  GifFord  D alley,  Doorkeeper,  and 
Thomas  Claxton,  assistant  Doorkeeper. 

Resolved,  That  two  Chaplains,  of  different  de^ 
nominations,  be  appointed  to  Congress  for  the 
present  session,  to  mterchange  weeuy. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  joint  committee  appointed 
to  wait  on  tne  President  of  the  United  States^ 
reported  that  the  President  would  make  a  com- 
munication to  both  Houses  to-morrow  at  twelre 
o'clock,  in  the  Senate  Chamber. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  announced  the 
agreement  of  that  body  to  the  resolution  of  this 
House  for  the  appointment  of  two  Chaplains,  «nd 
had  elected  the  Right  Reverend  Bishop  Wbiti^ 
on  their  part. 

Tuesday,  October  25. 

Tike  following  members  i^peared^  presented 
their  credentials,  and  took  their  seats:  AaBABAM 
Clark^  Jonathan  Dayton, and  Aaron  KrrcHELLy 
from  New  Jerseys  and  Israel  Jacobs,  from  Penn* 
sylvania. 


143 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


144 


H.OFR.J 


The  President'i  Speech. 


[October,  1791*^ 


The  House  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Chaplain, 
when  a  majority  of  the  votes  were  found  in  favor 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Blair. 

A  message  being  received  from  the  Senate, 
stating  that  they  were  ready  to  receive  the  Com- 
munication from  the  President  of  the  United 
States^  the  Speaker,  attended  by  the  members  of 
.^e  House,  withdrew  to  the  Senate  Chamber  for 
the  purpose  of  receiving  the  same. 

On  the  return  of  the  members,  the  Speaker  laid 
before  the  House  a  copy  of  the  Speech  delivered 
by  the  President,  (wnich  will  be  found  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  Senate,  ante,  page  11.) 

The  Speech  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  October  26. 

The  following  members  appeared,  presented 
their  credentials,  and  took  their  seats:  Theodore 
Sedgwick,  from  Massachusetts;  Abraham  Vena- 
BLB,  from  Virginia;  Nathaniel  Macon,  from 
North  Carolina. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  accom- 
panying his  accounts  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures of  the  public  moneys,  from  October  1, 1790. 
to  the  30th  of  June,  1791 ;  which  was  read,  ana 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved.  That  the  Rules  and  Orders  of  proceed- 
ing establisned  by  the  last  House  of  Representa- 
tives, shall  be  the  Rules  and  Orders  of  proceeding 
to  be  observed  in  this  body,  until  a  revision  or 
alteration  of  the  same  shall  take  place. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  transmitted 
to  the  House,  by  message,  copies  of  the  following 
Acts,  which  had  been  transmitted  to  him  during 
the  recess,  viz:  "An  act  passed  by  the  Legislature 
of  New  Hampshire,  for  ceding  to  the  United 
States  the  fort  and  light-house  belon^ng  to  said 
State;"  "An  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, ratifying,  on  behalf  of  said  State,  the  first  arti- 
cle of  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  proposed  by  Congress;"  and  "An 
act  of  the  Legislature  uf  North  Carolina,  granting 
the  use  of  the  jails  within  that  State  to  the  United 
States:"  whicn  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  of  James  Rumsey,  by  Joseph  Barnes, 
his  attorney  in  fact,  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  praying  that  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to 
promote  the  progress  of  useful  arts,"  may  be  amend- 
ed^ and  rendered  more  effectual  for  securing  to 
original  inventors,  property  in  their  respective  dis- 
coveries." 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

PRESIDENT'S  SPEECH. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  President's  Speech,  Mr.  Muhlen- 
berg in  the  chair. 

The  Speech  being  read.  Mr.  Vinino  moved  a 
resolution,  of  which  the  following  is  the  purport: 

**  Xeiohed,  That  it  ii  the  opinion  of  this  committee 
tiMi  an  Address  should  be  piesented  to  the  President  of 
tiie  United  States  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  in 
answer  to  his  l^peecby  to  congratulate  him  on  the  pros- 
perous situation  of  the  United  States,  expressive  (^  the 


approbation  of  the  House  of  the  wise  and  |nradent  mea- 
sures he  has  poisued  during  their  recess,  m  the  execu- 
tion of  the  duties  committed  to  his  charge ;  promising, 
speedy  attention  to  the  important  and  momentous  ob- 
jects recommended  to  their  consideration,  and  express 
ing  their  approbation  of  the  humane  and  efiectual  steps 
taken,  under  his  direction,  for  the  defence  of  the  west- 
ern firontiers* 

This  resolution  was  objected  to  by  Messrs.  Lau- 
RANCE,  Sedgwick,  Smith  of  South  Carolina,  and 
Li  VERM  ORE,  upon  the  principle,  that  it  expressed 
the  sense  of  the  House  upon  points  which  required 
further  information  and  investigation  before  the 
House  could,  with  propriety,  determine.  It  was 
difficult  to  say,  before  proper  documents  were  laid 
before  the  House,  whether  the  measures  adopted 
for  the  defence  of  the  western  frontiers  were  the 
most  prudent  that  could  be  adopted.  It  was  im- 
possible positively  to  assert,  that  the  President,  in 
the  execution  of  the  duties  assigned  him  in  carry* 
ing  into  effect  the  excise  act,  had  done  all  for  the 
best  Every  member  that  spoke  agreed  in  ez- 
pressing  his  individual  opinion,  that  no  doubt  the 
President  had  acted  with  his  wonted  prudence- 
and  wisdom  in  the  execution  of  the  trusts  reposed 
in  him;  but  also  agreed  that  it  was  improper,  in- 
deed, it  was  no  compliment  paid  to  the  President, 
to  approve,  before  a  formal  examination. 

In  answer  to  these  objections  it  was  observed, 
that  so  far  as  circumstances  had  been  made  known 
to  the  members,  relative  to  the  steps  taken  by  the 
President  during  the  recess  of  the  Federal  Legis- 
lature, so  far  they  claimed  the  approbation  of  the 
House;  and  that  the  opinion  of  the  House  was 
only  meant  to  be  given  as  far  as  they  were  in- 
formed. It  was  urged,  that  the  answer  of  the 
House  should  be  a  candid  expression  of  their  feel- 
ings; feelings  which  the  prosperous  situation  of 
the  country  undoubtedly  called  forth,  and  if^ch 
the  issue  oi  the  measures  adopted  could  not  fail  to 
excite. 

Several  modifications  were  proposed  to  the  re- 
solution, which  was  finally  agreeu  to,  as  follows: 

«  Resohed,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committae 
that  a  respectful  Address  ought  to  be  presented  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  answer  to  his  Speech  to  both  Houses  of  Con- 
g^ress  at  the  commencement  of  this  session,  containing 
assurances  that  this  House  will  take  into  consideration 
the  various  and  important  matters  recommended  to  their 
attention." 

Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Ladrance,  and  Mr.  Smith, 
of  South  Carolina,  were  appointed  a  committee 
to  prepare  an  Address,  pursuant  to  the  resolution. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

A  resolution  which  had  been  laid  on  the  table, 
contemplating  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  of 
Contested  Elections  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Li  VERM  ORE  was  opposed  to  such  an  appoint- 
ment. The  Constitution  had  fixed  the  mode  of 
judging  contested  elections,  at  least  to  determine, 
so  far,  that  the  House  should  be  the  judges  of  con- 
tested elections  of  their  own  members.  He  was 
of  opinion  that  the  forms  to  be  observed  in  the 
trial  should  not  be  fixed  before  a  case  of  contested 
election  occurred.    He  totally  disapproved  of  the 
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of  delegatiiig  to  a  conmiiuee  this  power  of 
judging,  expressly  given  to  them  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, ouch  a  transfer  of  power,  he  conceived, 
would  be  as  unconstitutional  as  to  delegate  a  Le- 
gislative authority.  In  the  British  ParBament,  it 
was  true,  a  committee  was  made  the  judge  of  con- 
tested elections;  but  there  was  no  higher  authority 
there,  he  observed,  to  prevent  them  from  delesa- 
fing  ttiis  power;  when  nere,  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  had  clearly  spoken  in  tneir  Constitution. 
and  determined  the  judges  of  the  elections. 

Mr.  ViNiNO  stated,  that  his  object  in  wishing 
die  resolution  adopted,  was  to  procure  expedition, 
save  expense,  and  secure  fairness  of  decision  in 
determining  contested  elections.  He  hoped  the 
Constitution  would  be  no  obstacle  to  the  attain- 
ment of  these  desiderata.  Perhaps  it  mi^ht  be 
found  necessary  to  leave  to  the  House  a  finsu  vote, 
after  the  work  of  the  committee  had  been  laid  be- 
fore them. 

Mr.  White  clearly  saw  great  inconvenience  in 
permitting  cases  of  contested  elections  to  come 
directly  l^fore  the  House.  The  delays  and  con- 
sequent expense  of  examining  witnesses  would  be 
Tery  great  He  was  of  opimon  that  a  committee 
appointed  for  that  purpose  should  examine  the 
evidences  brought  forward^  arrange  them^  and  lay 
them  in  order  Mfore  the  House  for  their  informa- 
tion; but  then  he  insisted  on  the  necessity  of  let- 
ting the  determination  depend  upon  a  vote  of  the 
House. 

Before  any  question  was  taken  on  the  resolu- 
tion, it  was 

Ordered,  That  a  standing  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions be  appointed. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Mr.  Livbr- 
MORB,  Mr.  BouDiNOT,  Mr.  Gtilbs,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr. 
Bourns,  of  Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Hillhodsb,  and 
Mr.  Stbblb. 

Thursday,  October  27. 

Mr.  Madison,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
reported  an  Adoress  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  answer  to  his  Speech  to  both  Houses 
of  Congress ;  which  was  jead,  and  ordered  to  be 
'Committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
immediately. 

ADDRESS  TO  THE  PRESIDENT. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  said  Ad- 
dress; and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr. 
Muhlenberg  reported  that  the  committee  had  had 
the  said  Address  under  consideration,  and  made 
no  amendment  thereto.    Whereupon,  it  was 

Resolvedj  unanimoneh/,  That  tnis  House  doth 
agree  to  the  said  Address,  in  the  words  following : 

Sib  :  In  receiving  your  Address,  at  the  opening  of 
the  present  session,  the  Honse  of  RepesentaUves  have 
taken  mn  ample  share  in  the  feelings  inspired  by  the  ac- 
taal  prosperity  and  flattering  prospects  of  our  country ; 
and  whilst,  with  becoming  gratitude  to  Heaven,  we  as- 
-cribe  this  happiness  to  the  true  sonroe  from  which  it 
4hwM,  we  behold  with  an  animating  pleasure  the  degree 
in  which  the  Constitation  and  Laws  of  the  Uidted 
4dtalee  hmwe  been  instramental  in  dispsniing  it. 


It  yields  us  particular  satiB&ction  to  leani  thai 
with  which  the  diflferent  important  measures  of  the  Go- 
vernment have  proceeded ;  as  well  those  iqpeciaUy  pro- 
vided for  at  the  last  session,  as  those  of  preceding  date. 
The  safety  of  our  Western  frontier,  in  which  the  lives 
and  repose  of  so  many  of  our  fellow-citizens  are  involved^ 
being  peculiarly  interesting,  your  communications  on 
that  subject  are  proportionally  gratefril  to  us.  The  gal- 
lantry and  good  conduct  of  the  militia,  whose  services 
were  called  for,  is  an  honorable  confirmation  of  the  effi* 
cacy  of  that  precious  resource  of  a  free  State.  And  we 
anxiously  wish  that  the  consequences  of  their  success- 
iul  enterprises,  and  of  the  other  proceedings  to  which 
you  have  referred,  may  leave  the  United  States  free  to 
pursue  the  most  benevolent  policy  towards  the  unhai^y 
and  deluded  race  of  people  in  our  neighborhood. 

The  amount  of  the  population  of  the  United  StateSr 
determined  by  the  returns  of  the  census,  i»  a  source  of 
the  most  pleasing  reflections,  whether  it  be  viewed  in 
relation  to  our  national  safety  and  respecti^iUty,  or  as 
a  proof  of  that  felicity  in  the  situation  of  our  countnr^ 
which  fevers  so  unexampled  a  rapidity  in  its  growth* 
Nor  ought  any  to  be  insensible  to  the  additional  motive, 
suggested  by  this  important  feet  to  perpetuate  the  free 
Gk>vemment  established  with  a  wise  administration  of  it, 
to  a  portion  of  the  earth  which  promises  such  an  in- 
crease of  the  number  which  is  to  enjoy  those  blessings 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  Htates. 

We  shall  proceed  with  all  the  respect  due  to  your  pa^ 
triotic  recommendations,  and  with  a  deep  sense  of  the 
trust  committed  to  us  by  our  feUow-dtizens,  to  take  into 
consideration  the  various  and  important  matters  felling 
within  the  present  sessiou ;  aud,  in  discussing  and  de* 
dding  each,  we  shall  feel  every  diapoaition,  whilst  we 
are  pursuing  the  public  welfere,  which  must  be  the  su- 
preme object  with  all  our  constituents,  to  accommodate^ 
as  fer  as  possible,  the  means  of  attaining  it  to  the  senti* 
ments  and  wishes  of  every  part  of  them. 

Resolved,  That  the  Speaker,  attended  by  the 
House,  do  present  the  said  Address ;  and  that  Mr. 
IVUnisoN,  Mr.  Laurance,  and  Mr.  Smith,  of 
South  Carolina,  be  a  committee  to  wait  on  the 
President  to  know  when  and  where  it  will  be  con* 
yenient  for  him  to  receiye  the  same. 

A  Message,  in  writing,  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  by  the  Secretary 
of  War,  as  follows : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  House  of  Representatives  ,- 

I  have  directed  the  Secretary  of  War  to  lay  before  yonu 
for  your  informatioB,  the  Reports  of  Brigadier  Oen«nJ 
Scott  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Commandant  Wilkiiumiy 
the  officers  who  commanded  the  two  expeditions  against 
the  Wabash  Indians,  in  the  months  of  June  and  Au- 
gust last,  together  with  the  instructions  by  virtue  of 
which  the  said  expeditions  were  undertaken.  When 
the  operations  now  depending  shall  be  terminatedi  the 
reports  relative  thereto  shall  also  be  laid  before  you. 

G.  WASHINGTON- 

Ukitsd  Statis,  October  27,  1791. 

Ordered,  That  the  information  referred  to  in 
the  said  Message  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Mauison,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to 
know  when  and  where  it  will  be  conyenient  for 
him  to  receiye  the  Address  of  this  House,  in  an*' 
swer  to  his  Speech  to  both  Houses  of  Congreei^ 


w 


II18TORY  OP  COHGREBB. 


14a 


H-ofR.] 


Jkai»  rf  M^ftnmtatim. 


f OCTOSBR,  ITOt* 


reported  tiMit  the  eonmiiUee  bad  wnited  on  the 
Fmident,  ^o  signified  to  them  ^t  it  woaM  be 
convenient  to  him  to  reeeive  the  said  Address  at 
tirdTe  o'clock  to-morrow,  at  his  own  house. 


FsiDAT,  October  28. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  brin^  in  a  bill  or  bills  for  roistering  ships 
or  yessels.  and  for  regulating  those  employed  m 
the  coasting  trade  md  fisheries;  and  that  Mr. 
QoonacE,  Mr.  Fitzsimonb,  and  Mr.  Leabmed,  be 
of  the  said  cocamittee* 

The  Speaker,  attended  by  the  House^  thm  with- 
drew to  the  house  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Statu,  and  there  presented  to  him  the  Addrets  of 
lldrHMise,  in  answer  to  his  Speech  to  both  Houses 
f  Congress;  to  which  the  rresident  made  the 
foilewing  reply : 

Senttemen  : 

ITie  plewRice  I  derive  finom  an  asaonuice  of  your  at- 
tantion  to  the  objects  I  have  recommended  to  you  is 
doubled  by  your  ooncarcenoe  in  the  testimony  I  have 
borne  to  me  proq>eroufl  condition  of  our  public  afiaiis. 

Relying  on  the  sanctions  of  your  enlightened  judg- 
ment, and  on  your  patiiotic  aid,  I  shall  be  the  more  en- 
couraged in  all  my  endeavors  for  the  pubtic  weal,  and 
particularly  in  those  which  may  be  rsfoired  on  my  part 
ivt  ezecutmg  the.  salutaiy  measaies  I  anticipate  from 
jonr  ptresent  deliberations. 

O.  WASHINGTON. 

A  Message  was  receired  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  communicating  a  copy  of  the 
Enumeration  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  United 
States,  agreeable  to  the  Census  taken  pursuant  to 
a  law  of  the  Union.  Abo,  sundry  papers  from  the 
Cknremor  <^  Pennsylvania,  respecting  several  per- 
sons who  have  flea  from  justice  from  that  State 
to  the  State  of  Virginia.  The  paners  were  read, 
mnd  a  motion  kid  on  the  table  by  Mr.  Sedowick, 
that  a  committee  should  be  appointed  to  whom 
the  papers,  respectinff  the  persons  fleeing  from 
justice,  should  be  reierred;  with  instructions  to 
teport  a  bill  or  bills,  making  a  reneral  provision 
in  cases  of  persons  charged  with  felony,  treason, 
or  other  crimes,  who  may  flee  from  a  State  having 
cognizance  thereof,  dbc. 

The  schedule  of  the  Census  was  referred  to  a 
GoDunittee  of  the  Whole  House,  aad  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next 

The  other  papers  referred  to  in  the  Message  of 
the  Presifkat  received  yesterday,  were  then  read, 
mz :  An  act  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  ceding 
ft  tract  of  land  for  the  use  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  erection  of  light-houses,  and  the  reports  of 
the  commanders  on  the  expeditions  against  the  In- 
dians. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seogwick,  a  committee  was 
if  poiiited  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  re- 
gulation of  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  con- 
iistiag  of  Messrs.  Li verm  orb,  Clark,  Steele, 
Bourne  of  Rhode  Island,  and  Thatcher. 

Mr*  WiLLiAM«ON'a  motion,  for  a  committee  to 
bvang  in  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  promoting  the 
progress  of  the  useful  arts,  was  adopted,  and  the 


fc^owtng  gentlemen  aMMNoted:  Messfs.WiLLii^9» 
SON,  HiLLHOUBE,  and  Sedowick. 

Monday,  October  31. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Vermont, 
Nathaniel  Niles  and  Israel  Smith  ;  from  Mary-- 
land,  Upton  Sheridine;  from  North  Carolina, 
William  Barry  Grove  ;  and  from  South  Caro^ 
lina,  Robert  Barnwell — appeared,  produced 
their  credentials,  and  took  their  seats  in  the 
House. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  laid  on  the  table 
a  resolution  tor  extending  the  time  allowed  for 
making  a  return  of  the  census  of  South  Carolina* 

MrTSEDOwicK's  motion  respecting  persons  wlu> 
flee  from  justice,  &c.,  laid  on  the  taole  last  Fri- 
day, was  committed  to  Messrs.  Sedgwick,  Bournb 
(M.)  and  White. 

Messrs.  Ames,  Dayton,  Brown,  Fitzsimons, 
and  Tucker,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  re- 
port a  regular  and  uniform  mode  of  proceeding  in 
cases  of  contested  elections  of  members  of  the 
House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sedgwick,  a  committee, 
consisting  of  Messrs.  Wadsworth,  Smith,  of 
South  Carolina,  and  Sylvester,  was  appointed 
to  report  a  bill  tor  the  relief  of  widows  and  od- 
phans  in  certain  cases. 

THE  CENSUS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  ef 
the  Whole  House  on  the  schedule  oT^umeration 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Uie  United  States. 

Mr.  Lacrancb  observed,  that  there  were  two 
objects  which  presented  for  the  attention  of  the 
committee  on  tnis  occasion ;  the  first,  the  i^ppor- 
tionment  of  the  ratio  of  representation— 'the  other; 
the  situation  of  the  census  as  it  respects  the  Stale 
of  South  Carolina — both  of  them  important. 

Mr.  L.  proposed  a  resolution  in  regard  to  the 
first — "  That  till  the  time  of  the  next  enumeration, 
the  number  of  Representatives  shall  be  one  to 
every  thirty  thousaiid  inhabitants.''  He  further 
observed,  that  the  census  of  South  Carolina  not 
being  completed,  and  returns  made  within  the  time 
limited  by  law,  it  remains  that  some  provision  on 
that  subject  should  be  made;  but  as  he  supposed 
the  gentlemen  from  that  State  would  make  a 
proposition  to  the  House,  he  should  waive  any 
further  remarks  for  the  ptresent.  He  concluded 
by  repeating  his  motion,  that  the  ratio  of  repre** 
sentation  should  be  one  tor  every  thirty  thousands 

Mr.  LivERMORE  said,  he  was  apprehensive  the 
motion  would  be  premature,  till  the  fate  of  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  proposed  to  the 
people,  was  known ;  that  amendment  says  that  the 
ratio  of  representation  shall  be  one  to  every  30,000 
persons,  till  the  number  of  Representatives 
amounts  to  100 :  ailer  which  the  ratio  is  to  be  one 
to  40,000.  If  this  amendment  is  agreed  to,  the 
resolution  on  the  table  will  contravene  its  opera* 
tion ;  if  that  amendment  is  not  adopted  (and  I 
heartily  wish  it  never  may  be)  we  should,  on  the 
proposition  now  moved,  have  a  larger  House  thaA 
I  that  amendment  contemplated  (  he  was  opposed 
[  to  so  large  a  number  of  oepoeaentatives.as  would 
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he  conseqiient  on  ^e  pkn  proposed,  and  ooneliided 
by  inquinng  whether  the  abore  amesdnient  had 
been  adopted  by  the  requisite  number  of  the  Le- 
gislatures? On  examination  it  did  not  appear  that 
a  sofficient  number  of  the  States  had  made  re- 
tnias  respeeting  the  amendments  to  determine  the 
question. 

Mr.  SsnowiOK  said  the  ConstitutioA  had  provi- 
ded that  the  number  of  Representatires  should 
not  exceed  one  for  every  30,000,  but  Congress  may 
increase  the  number  of  constituents  of  each  mem- 
ber. He  read  the  result  of  a  calculation  of  the 
number  of  Representatives  which  would  be  re- 
turned on  a  supposition  of  there  being  one  to  30, 
33,  34,  and  40,000  thousand  persons.  According  to 
the  present  census,  supposing  South  Carolina  to 
contain  240,000  thousand  persons — thirty  thousand 
would  ffive  110 — thirty-three,  104;  thirty-four, 
100 ;  ana  forty  thousand,  82  members.  Judging 
fVom  the  sense  of  the  people,  so  far  as  it  could  be 
collected  from  what  had  oeen  done  respecting  the 
proposed  amendment  on  this  subject,  he  was  of 
opinion  that  the  ratio  which  would  meet  the  general 
approbation  was  that  which  would  give  about  one 
nmdred  members  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  LivBRMORB  was  in  favor  of  a  ratio  which 
would  ffive  the  smallest  number  that  was  men- 
tioned by  the  gentleman  last  up. 

Rfr.  White  said,  that  the  general  sentiment  of 
the  people  was  perhaps  more  fully  known  on  the 
subject  before  the  committee,  than  on  any  other 
that  can  come  before  them.  Among  the  objec- 
tions to  the  Constitution,  the  smallness  of  the  re- 
presentation was  verv  generally  objected  to.  An 
mcrease  of  the  numoer  of  this  House  is  expect- 
ed. It  has  been  said  by  the  enemies  of  the  Consti- 
tution that  Congress  will  never  consent  that  there 
shall  be  a  Representative  for  every  30,000  per^ 
sons.  The  time  is  now  come  when  the  question 
ii  to  be  determined ;  and  I  hope,  said  Mr.  W., 
that  Congress  will  act  with  the  utmost  liberalitv 
on  the  occasion ;  and  that  they  will  not  diminisn 
the  number  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  Datton  oonsidered  the  subject  in  a  differ- 
ent light  from  the  gentleman  last  speaking.  He 
supposed  the  sense  of  the  people  at  the  present  day 
wms  opposed  to  a  great  increase  of  the  number  <m 
Representatives.  He  thought  that  one  to  40,000 
persons  would  give  the  most  eligible  number,  but 
was  willing  to  meet  the  gentleman  half  way,  and 
moved  to  msert  the  word /ive  between  *^  tnirty" 
aad  'Hhousand,"  in  the  resolution. 

Mr.  White  exj[^ned  himself  as  referring  par- 
ticularlv  to  the  time  when  the  Constitution  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  Smrmr  observed,  that  the  subject  was  too 
important,  in  his  opinion,  to  come  to  a  sudden 
decision  upon,  especially  as  many  of  the  members 
of  ^e  House  haci  not  arrived.  He  moved,  there- 
fore, that  the  committee  ^lould  rise^  report,  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again.  The  committee  accord- 
ingly rose. 

A  memorial  of  Joseph  Ceracchi,  a  Roman  sculp- 
tor, was  presented  and  read,  proposing  to  execute 
a  monument  to  perpetuate  American  Indepen- 
doKe.    Laid  on  the  table. 


TcBSDAT,  November  1. 

Anthony  Wayne,  member  from  Georgia,  and 
JosiAH  Parker,  from  Virginia,  took  their  aeats^ 
this  day. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  communicating  the  arrange- 
ment made  in  respect  to  the  division  of  the  United 
States  into  districts  and  surveys,  appointment  or 
inspectors,  and  compensations  to  omcers,  pursuant 
to  the  law,  laying  duties  on  distilled  spirits,  Ac. 
Also,  a  copy  of  the  presentment  of  the  ^rand  jiiry 
of  the  federal  court  for  the  district  of  South  Ca- 
rolina, in  which  the  causes  are  stated  which  pre- 
vented the  com];detion  of  the  census  of  that  State 
within  the  time  limited  by  law. 

These  Papers  being  read,  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Smith,  or  South  Carolina,  for  allowing  further 
time  to  complete  the  enumeration  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  South  Carolina,  was  taken  into  considera- 
tion, and  a^ed  to ;  and  Messrs.  Smith,  Boudh 
NOT,  and  Venablb,  appointed  to  report  a  bill  ac- 
cormn^ly. 

Mr.  MUHLENBERG^  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  report  such  Standmg  Rules  and  Orders  as  may 
be  proper  to  be  observed  by  the  House,  brou^t  in 
a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Bourne,  of  Rhode  Island,  moved  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

''That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  be  direct* 
ed  to  la^  before  the  House,  the  amount  of  the 
subscriptionB  to  the  public  loan,  made  pursuant  to  tha 
act  making  provision  for  the  public  debt,  as  weU  in  the 
evidences  of  the  domestic  deb^  of  the  United  States  as 
those  of  the  debts  of  Uie  respective  States ;  the  amount 
that  remains  unsubscribed ;  also,  such  measures  as  he 
may  think  expedient  to  be  adopted  to  complete  the  ob- 
ject of  the  law." 

This  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

THE  PRESIDBNT'S  SPEECH. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the 
day  on  the  President's  Speech.  The  Speech  be- 
ing read  by  the  Clerk — 

Mr.  Sedgwiok  said,  that  the  last  session  of  Con* 
gress,  the  House  of  Representatives,  by  the  ap*- 
pointment  of  committees,  to  which  aloKist  every 
object  of  discussion  in  the  President's  Speech  was 
referred,  so  far  monopolized  the  public  business, 
that  during  mat  part  of  the  session,  the  Senate 
had  very  little  to  attend  to.  He  thoujg^t  it  of  im- 
portance that  a  similar  interference  should  be 
avoided  the  present  session.  He  then  reoapitiH 
lated  the  principal  objects  recommended  to  the 
attention  of  Couffress  in  the  Speech ;  and  informed 
the  House  it  had  been  intimated  to  him  that  the 
Senate  proposed  to  take  into  consideration  the 
subjects  of  tne  Mint,  Weights  and  Measures,  Con- 
suls, election  of  President  and  Vice  President,  and 
the  establishment  of  Liand  Offices.  The  House, 
therefore,  if  they  thought  proper,  might  avoid  a 
primary  discussion  of  these  subjects,  and  employ 
their  deliberations  on  other  important  parte  or  the 
Speech.  Some  of  these  the  House  had  already 
provided  for^  by  the  appointment  of  committees, 
others  remamed  to  be  attended  to;  among  these, 
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the  reference  in  the  Speech  to  the  excise  law,  he 
thought  of  very  material  consequence,  and  accord- 
ingly moved  that  a  committee  should  oe  appointed 
to  take  into  consideration  that  part  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Speech  which  relates  to  the  carrying  that 
law  into  execution,  and  to  report  such  circum- 
stances in  the  law,  as  may,  with  consistency,  be 
so  altered  as  to  remove  any  well-intentionea  ob- 
jections affainst  it;  also  to  ascertain  and  report 
"whether  there  exists  a  due  proportion  between 
the  duties  on  foreign  spirits  and  tnose  of  domestic 
•manufacture. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  observed,  that  it  struck  him  as 
^an  impropriety  for  the  House  to  receive  any  in- 
formation from  the  Senate,  except  through  an 
appointed  medium;  this  informal  mode,  if  it  was 
afiowed,  would  be  a  bad  precedent,  and  productive 
of  great  embarrassment;  the  difficulty  which  has 
been  mentioned  might  be  avoided  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  joint  committee — ^which  he  thought  to 
be  the  most  eligible  mode. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  replied,  that  he  meant  only  to 
convey  to  the  House  the  information  he  had  re- 
ceived, which  he  supposed  was  of  importance; 
he  had  no  intention  of  establishing  a  precedent. 

}At,  Laurange  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
Speech;  which  beinff  read,  committees  were  ap- 
pointed on  the  severtu  articles,  as  before  stated. 

Mr.  Sedgwick's  motion  occasioned  considerable 
debate. 

Mr.  Steele  moved  an  amendment,  by  inserting 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  lieu  of  a  com- 
mittee. This  officer,  he  observed,  was  more  com- 
petent than  any  other  person  to  ffive  information 
on  the  subject,  as  he  had  paid  the  most  minute 
attention  to  the  operation  or  the  law.  Prejudices, 
he  said,  were  entertained  against  the  Secretary, 
on  account  of  his  having  originally  drafted  the 
law;  these  prejudices  he  wished  to  be  removed, 
as  he  was  well  satisfied  that  it  was  the  wish  of 
the  House,  as  well  as  of  the  Secretary,  that  every 
reasonable  objection  against  the  law  should  be 
removed. 

The  motion  for  a  reference  to  the  Secretary 
was  supported  by  Mr.  White.  Mr.  Laurance. 
Mr.  Oerrt,  Mr.  Smith,  (S.  C.,)  Mr.  Ames,  and 
Mr.  Williamson. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  contended  for  a  committee.  He 
was  supported  by  Mr.  Vining,  Mr.  Pabker,  Mr. 
Boudinot,  and  Mr.  Goodhue.  On  this  side  of 
the  question  it  was  urged,  that  there  was  a  mani- 
fest impropriety  and  want  c^  respect  in  referring 
any  part  of  the  President's  Speech,  or  a  law  of 
the  Union,  to  the  Head  of  any  particular  Depart- 
ment; that  the  information  to  be  derived  from  the 
Secretary  would  of  course  be  received  by  a  com- 
«mittee,  and  by  them  be  communicatea  to  the 
House.  The  present  subject  involved  considera- 
tions that  should  arrest  the  particular  attention  of 
the  Legislature,  as  they  only  were  competent  to 
decide  upon  them.  The  motion  has  reference  to 
^e  rate  of  duties,  and  the  House  was  certainly 
ithe  most  competent  to  judge  of  and  estimate  the 
public  taxes. 

After  some  further  debate,  Mr.  Sedgwick  with- 
drew his  proposition;  and  a  motion  by  Mr.  Ames, 


for  a  reference  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Tretsuiy 
for  information  respecting  any  difficulties  in  the 
execution  of  the  law,  was  aj^reed  to. 

The  business  of  offices  for  the  sale  of  vacant 
lands  within  the  territory  of  the  United  States, 
being  considered  as  particularly  connected  with 
revenue,  a  committee  of  the  House  was  appointed 
to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  or  bills  on  that  subject. 


Wednesday,  November  2. 

A  petition  of  John  Torrey,  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  to  be  reimbursed  a  sum 
of  money  which  he  has  been  compelled  to  pay  for 
wagonage  on  account  of  the  United  States,  during 
the  late  war.  Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury. 

Mr.  Giles  called  up  a  memorial  from  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Virginia  line,  and  other  papers  relative 
thereto,  which  were  communicated  by  the  Presi- 
dent, to  the  late  Congress,  but  not  acted  upon. 
The  papers  beio^  rei^,  he  laid  on  the  table  the 
following  resolution: 

**  That  80  much  of  the  Menage  and  Communicationr 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  both  Hoqmi, 
on  the  17th  of  Januunr  last,  as  relates  to  the  bounty 
lands  granted  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  V iiginia 
line  on  the  Continental  establishment,  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  to  examine  the  matter  thereof^  and 
report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereon,  to  the 
Honse.'' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dayton,  it  was  resolved, 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to 
report  to  the  House,  whether  any  and  what  alter- 
ations in  favor  of  tne  spirits  wnich  shall  be  dis- 
tilled from  articles  of  tne  ffrowth  or  produce  of 
the  United  States,  or  from  foreign  articles  within 
the  same,  can,  in  nis  opinion,  be  made  in  the  ex- 
cise law,  consistently  with  its  main  design,  and 
with  the  maintenance  of  the  public  faith. 

Mr.  Giles  laid  on  the  table  a  motion,  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Department  of  War  should  be 
instructed  to  lay  before  the  House  an  accurate 
statement  of  all  oalances  of  pay  which  appear,  by 
the  books  of  his  (^ce,  to  be  due  to  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  late  army  of  the  United  States, 
and  which  either  remain  unclaimed,  or  have  been 
claimed  but  not  paid;  together  witn  the  reasons 
for  withholding  payment  from  those  who  may 
have  respectivdy  entered  their  claims  therefor. 

Mr.  Vining  laid  on  the  table  a  motion  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee,  to  report  a  bill  or 
bills,  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy 
throughout  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Dayton  laid  on  the  table  a  motion,  that 
the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  settling  the  ac- 
counts between  the  United  States  and  individual 
States,  be  directed  to  report  to  the  House  what 
progress  they  have  made  in  such  settlement ;  and 
their  opinion  as  to  the  piospect  which  the  present 
state  01  the  business  aftords  of  its  speedy  and  final 
conclusion. 

Mr.  Gerry,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  the  Sheriff  of  Suffi)lk 
county,  in  the  State  of  Massac huaotts,  made  a  rt- 
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port,  tending  to  grant  to  all  persons  confined  in 
any  State,  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  the  same  privileges  and  immunities  to 
which  they  would  be  entitled  if  confined  under 
die  authority  of  the  State.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

THE  CENSUS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  Mr.  Muhlenberg  in  the  chair,  and 
took  up  the  bill  for  the  enumeration  of  the  iimabi- 
tants  of  the  district  of  South  Carolina. 

Some  gentlemen  having  expressed  their  aopre- 
hensions  that^  by  the  words  oi  the  bill,  the  Mar- 
shal of  the  district  of  South  Carolina  might  be 
empowered  to  make  a  new  enumeration  of  the 
inhabitants,  which  was  contrary  to  the  sense  of 
the  House,  and  would  give  that  State  an  undue 
Kdvantage  over  the  other  States,  an  amendment 
was  moved  and  adopted  by  the  committee,  in  the 
foUowin^^  words:  "Provided,  that  in  the  said  re- 
turn" [pjthe  enumeraHon  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
district  of  South  Carolina']  "such  persons  only 
shall  be  included  as  were  innabitants  of  the  State 
at  the  time  prescribed  for  taking  the  census,"  dbc. 

Another  amendment  being  also  proposed  and 
adopted,  the  committee  rose,  and  reported  the 
bill  as  amended. 

The  House  then  proceeding  to  consider  the 
amendments  of  the  committee,  some  remarks 
were  made,  to  show  that  the  one  above  quoted 
might  tend  to  violate  the  return,  and  was  more- 
over an  unnecessary  precaution,  as  the  proposition 
was  not  for  making  tne  enumeration  of  the  whole 
State,  but  of  giving  in  the  return  of  the  enumera- 
tion already  made,  and  pompletin^  the  census,  by 
the  addition  of  a  very  small  district,  that  was  not 
yet  included  in  the  general  return.  The  amend- 
ment was  therefore  rejected  by  the  House,  and 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 


Thubsdat,  November  3. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  Richard  Bland 
Lee  and  John  Page,  from  Virginia,  appeared,  pro- 
duced their  credentials,  and  took  their  seats  in  the 
House. 

An  engrossed  bill  granting  further  time  for  mak- 
ing Return  of  the  Enumeration  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  District  of  South  Carolina  was  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

Ordered^  That  so  much  of  the  Message  and 
Communication  fifom  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  both  Houses,  on  the  seventeenth  of  Jan- 
uary last,  as  relates  to  the  bounty  lands  granted  to 
the  late  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  State  of  Vir- 
ffinia,  together  with  all  previous  proceedings  of 
Congress,  or  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  all  papers  relative  thereto,  be  referred 
to  the  consideration  of  Mr.  Giles,  Mr.  Clare,  and 
Mr.  LivERMORE,  with  instructions  to  examine  the 
matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their 
opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Ordered^  ThB.t  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills,  directing  the  mode 
in  which  the  evidences  of  the  debt  of  the  United 
States  which  have  been  lost  or  destroyed  shall  be 


renewed  i  and  that  Mr.  Sedgwick,  Mr.  Giles,  and 
Mr.  Dayton  be  the  said  committee. 

Ordered^  That  the  Report  of  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral, concerning  such  matters  relative  to  the  admi- 
nistration of  justice  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States  as  require  to  be  remedied,  together 
with  certain  propositions  of  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which  were  of- 
fered on  the  third  of  March  last^  and  deferred  for 
consideration  to  the  present  session,  be  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

THE  CENSUS. 

The  House  a^in  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Schedule  of  the 
Enumeration  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  United 
States 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Laurance  was  again  read, 
viz:  "  That  until  the  next  enumeraticm  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  United  States,  there  shall  be  one 
Representative  for  every  thirty  thousand  persons.'* 

Mr.  Sedgwick  moved  to  insert  the  wordybur, 
between  "thirty"  and  "thousand." 

Mr.  Dayton  moved  to  strike  out  thirty^  before 
"  thousand,"  and  leave  the  blank  to  be  filled  up. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  moved  to  ms^ti  forty  thousand. 

Mr.  Clark  observed,  that  it  was  well  known 
that  great  uneasiness  prevailed  among  the  people 
in  various  parts  of  the  Union,  on  account  of  the 
salaries  and  compensations  to  the  officers  of  €ro- 
vernment.  The  expense  of  supporting  the  Govern- 
ment was  increasing,  and  it  must  therefore  be 
contrary  to  the  general  wishes  of  the  people  to 
enlarge  the  representation,  which  would  add  to 
the  public  burden,  without  being  productive  of 
any  advantage.  He  was  in  favor,  therefore,  of 
striking  out  "thirty,"  and  mstiimg forty. 

Mr.  Williamson,  after  a  few  preliminary  re- 
marks on  the  several  calculations  that  different 
members  had  made,  and  applying  the  various 
results  to  the  population  of  the  small  States  in 
particular,  observed,  that  such  a  ratio  should  be 
adopted  as  would  leave  the  fewest  fractions,  and 
at  tne  same  time  do  as  much  justice  as  possible  to 
those  States.  With  respect  to  the  general  ques- 
tion, he  thought  the  people  were  divided  in  opin- 
ion; some  were  in  favor  of  a  large  representa- 
tion, others  were  opposed  to  a  great  addition  to 
the  present  number.  The  expense  of  supporting 
the  Government  is  great;  the  people  realize  that 
in  the  nature  of  things  it  must  mcrease;  this  con- 
sideration should  lead  to  adopt  a  medium,  and  if 
possible  to  fix  on  a  ratio  that  might  give  general 
satisfaction.  At  all  events  he  wished  that  Con- 
fess would  reserve  to  itself  the  power  of  increas- 
ing the  number  of  Representatives,  in  case  the 
sentiments  of  the  people  should  be  in  favor  of  the 
measure.  He  observed  that  the  lowest  number  of 
constituents  which  had  been  mentioned  was  thirty 
thousand,  and  the  highest  forty;  if  gentlemen 
could  not  agree  in  eitner,  he  hoped  tney  would 
adopt  the  medium. 

Mr.  Laurance  objected  to  striking  out  thirty. 
This  subject,  said  he,  has  been  canvassed  througn- 
out  America;  innumerable  are  the  pamphlet  and 
newspaper  publications  which  have  appeared  in 
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all  parts  of  the  United  States.  The  smallness  of 
the  representation  was  early  objected  to;  and  it 
was  yery  generally  expected,  that  when  the  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution  took  place,  that  one 
Representatiye  to  eyery  thirty  thousand  persons 
would  be  the  established  ratio.  The  minority  of 
the  publications  on  this  subject — the  yarious 
amendments  proposed  by  the  States^  all  plainly 
declare  that  the  sense  of  the  people  is  in  fayor  of 
one  for  eyery  thirty  thousand.  And  what  sure  the 
obieetions'?  It  is  said  that  the  public  business 
wul  be  impeded  by  a  large  number  of  members  in 
the  House,  and  that  the  expense  will  increase  the 
public  buraens  of  the  people.  With  respect  to  the 
first  objection,  it  seems  to  be  a  general  idea  of 
sentlemen,  that  about  one  hundred  members  would 
be  the  most  eligible  number ;  the  proposed  ratio 
will  giye  about  one  hundred  and  twelye;  an  addi- 
tion of  ten  or  twelye  cannot  embarrass  the  public 
business.  The  objection  on  account  of  an  increase 
of  the  expense,  he  did  not  consider  as  well  founded. 
The  increase  of  the  representation  will  be  in  pro- 
portion to  the  increase  of  the  people  who  ^ay  for 
the  support  of  the  Croyemment.  The  objection 
he  could  not  consider,therefore,of  sufficient  weight 
to  deter  Congress  from  establishing  such  a  ratio 
as  would  ^iye  a  representation  fully  competent  to 
doing  Ml  justice  to  eyery  part  of  the  Union.  The 
Goyemment  is  a  Goyemment  by  representation, 
and  it  is  of  the  last  importance  that  the  confidence 
of  the  people  should  be  inspired  by  feeling  that 
their  interests  are  fully  represented. 

Mr.  L.  obseryed,  that  increasing  the  ratio  would 
undoubtedly  excite  uneasiness  and  complaint  in 
some  of  the  States,  by  diminishing  their  present 
representation.  He  concluded  by  saying  that  the 
few  remarks  he  had  made  were  crude  and  undi- 
gested. Not  expecting  the  subject  to  be  brought 
forward  this  day.  he  had  not  reyolyed  it  sufficiently 
in  his  mind.  He  hoped,  howeyer,  that  what  had 
been  said  would  preyent  a  sudden  decision  of  the 
question. 

Mr.  Giles  moyed  that  the  committee  should 
rise,  report,  and  ask  leaye  to  sit  again.  The  mo- 
tion was  agreed  to. 


Friday,  Noyember  4. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  Egbert  Benson,  from 
New  York,  appeared,  produced  his  credentials, 
and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  his  re- 
ports on  the  seyeral  petitions  of  Jonn  i  ounf  loye, 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Albany 
and  Washington,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
c^  John  Torrey,  administrator,  ^.,  of  the  late 
Bftajor  Joseph  Torrey:  which  were  read, and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  taDle. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

The  reports  of  committees  on  the  memorials 
of  F.  and  J.  Choat,  Susannah  Fowle,  and  the  She- 
riff of  Suffolk  county 2^  in  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, being  called  up, 

Mr.  Sedgwick  moyed,  that  the  House  should 
accept  the  committee's  report  on  the  last  men- 


tioned memorial,  yiz:  that  a  committee  would  h« 
appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  allowing  to  prisonefs, 
confined  in  any  State  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States,  the  same  priyileges  and  immimi- 
ties  as  are  enjoyed  by  persons  cmifined  under  the 
authority  of  the  State. 

Mr.  LiyERMORE  doubted  whether  the  House  had 
a  right  to  accept  the  report.  Certain  indulgences, 
he  obseryed,  are  allowed  to  prisoners  in  some 
States,  which  are  not  granted  in  others;  and  he 
would  ask,  whether  the  House  could  establish  any 
uniform  rule  for  such  cases  throughout  the  Unitea 
States?  If  the  indulgence  was  only  granted  in 
conformity  to  the  State  laws,  it  would  not  be  uni- 
form. He  wished,  for  the  sake  of  humanity,  that 
in  eyery  State  there  were  laws  equally  indulgent 
to  connned  debtors;  and,  were  this  the  case,  he 
would  cheerfully  concur  in  accepting  the  report. 
But,  since  the  case  was  otherwise,  and  that  the 
adoption  of  the  proposed  measure  would  establish 
a  system  not  uniform,  he  wished  that  the  report 
should  be  referred  to  the  committee,  that  was  pro- 
posed to  be  appointed,  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
establishment  of  an  uniform  system  of  Bankrupt 
laws  throughout  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Sedgwick,  after  seyeral  remarks  in  support 
of  his  motion,  concluded  by  expressing  his  nope, 
that  the  House  possessed  sufficient  authority  to 
make  such  proyisions  in  fayor  of  unfortunate  debt- 
ors as  humanity  itself  dictated.  He  did  not  recol- 
lect to  haye  eyer  heard  so  many  disagreeable  ob- 
seryations  made  on  any  subject,  as  on  the  confine- 
ment of  prisoners  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  which  was  more  ric^orous  than  could  be 
the  case  imder  the  laws  of  the  State  which  he  re- 
presented. 

Mr.  White  was  against  the  i^pointment  of  a 
committee  on  this  particular  case,  as  it  was  one  of 
many  that  would^  of  course,  occur  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  Judiciary  system.  He  ynshed  the  case 
in  question  should  be  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  yesterday,  on  the  Report  of  the  Attor- 
ney General;  and  that  eyery  inconyenie&ce  that 
miffht  be  foreseen  in  the  Judiciary  system  should, 
as  far  as  possible,  be  remedied. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  hayine  consented  to  withdraw 
his  motion  in  fiiyor  of  Mr.  White's  proposal, 

The  report  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  reyision  of  the  Judiciary, 
system. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  White,  the  petition  of  Su- 
sannah Fowle,  and  the  committee's  report  thm»- 
on,  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wh^e  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  petltioii 
of  F.  and  L  Choat,  that  the  pray^  of  tne  said 
petiti(m  cannot  be  granted,  was  accepted  by  the 
tlouse. 

Mr.  FiTzsmoNS  moyed  for  the  appointment  of 
a  committee  to  brinff  in  a  bill  to  regulate  the  pi- 
lots, and  to  proyide  for  the  superintendence  of  toe 
light-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers  of 
the  district  of  Pennsylyania. 

A  proposition  bein^  made  to  extend  the  effeeta 
of  the  hill  in  contemmation,  to  the  United  Stales 
in  general,  it  was,auer  some  reaiarks  made  hf 
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Leb,  Fmsufoiie,  and  Wiluamson,  or- 
dered that  the  motion  should  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Lauhanoe  sngsested  the  propriety  of  post- 
pmiing  the  order  of  me  day  (the  consideration  of 
the  census)  sntil  scxne  day  next  week,  when  a 
faUer  Ik>uae  ni%ht  be  expected.  It  was  aocord- 
ing  postpcmed  tifl  Thursday  next 

Monday,  November  7. 

Seyeral  other  members,  to  wit:  From  Penn- 
aylvania,  William  Pindlay  ;  from  North  Caro- 
Ima,  John  Baptist  Ashe  ;  and  from  Georgia, 
Abraham  Baldwin;  appeared,  produced  their 
credentials,  and  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing his  report  of  certain  estimates  of  sums  neces- 
sary to  be  appropriated  for  various  objects  therein 
specified,  including  the  service  of  the  year  one 
thousana  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  refervea  to  Mr.  Lau- 
RAMCB,  Mr.  Baldwin,  and  Mr.  Ashe,  with  instruc- 
tions to  prepare  and  oring  in  a  bill  or  bills  pursu* 
ant  thereto. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled  ^  An 
act  granting  further  time  for  making  return  of  the 
enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  uie  District  of 
Soath  Carolina,"  with  several  amendments,  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
amendments;  and  the  same  being  read,  were 
agreed  to. 

The  Speaker  kid  before  the  Hodse  a  report 
ffom  the  Commissioners  apjpointed  by  the  act  en- 
tided  ^  An  act  making  provision  for  tne  reduction 
df  the  public  debt,''  statmg  the  amount  of  the  pur- 
chases which  have  been  made  of  the  public  debt, 
in  pursuance  of  the  powers  vested  in  tnem  by  the 
said  act ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  on 
theiabie. 

CASE  OF  JOHN  TORREY. 

The  Renort  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Jonn  Torrey  was  taken  into  consideration. 
This  tepost  iras  against  the  V^Y&  of  the  peti- 
tiflB :  as  the  late  MaJM  Torrey  died  before  the  ex- 
piration of  the  war,  and,  leaving  no  widow  or  or- 
phtts,  his  heirs  are  not  entitud  by  any  law  to 
oommntation  or  half-pay. 

Mr.  Ambb  observed,  that  Congress  stijpulated 
wkh  the  officers  of  the  army  that  those  which  con- 
tinoed  in  the  service  to  the  end  of  the  war  should 
be  allowed  half-pay  for  life,  at  commutation.  The 
qnestion,  then,  was,  whether  Major  Torrey  had 
performed  his  part  of  the  contract  ?  In  his  opin- 
ion he  had ;  for,  though  the  array  was  continued 
in  pMT  till  November,  yet  it  is  weU  known  that 
hostiutics  had  eeasea  hefore  the  period  at  which 
Major  Torrey  died.  Mr.  A.  further  observed  that 
this  was  a  case  md  generis  ;  that  the  application 
ma  founded  in  the  strictest  justice ;  an^  were  he 
ta  determine  it  in  a  judicial  capacity^  ne  should 
be  as  dear  to  decide  it  in  favor  ai  the  prayer  of 
ti»  petition  as  he  should  in  the  ease  of  a  simj^e 
note  of  hand.    He  added  several  odiK  remarb, 


and  ccmeluded  by  a  motion  that  the  petition,  to- 
gether with  the  report  thereon^  be  rderred  to  a 
select  committee,  in  order'  that  the  principle  fw 
which  he  contended  might  be  fully  discjissed  in 
the  House. 

Mr.  WntTE'  opposed  the  motion  for  a  reference 
to  a  select  e^Hunuttee.  He  mentioned  several  dif- 
ficulties which  must  occur  in  the  course  of  the 
discussion,  on  accoimt  of  past  decisions  of  Con- 

fress.  The  petition  (said  he)  appears  to  create  a 
ebt  which  is  not  cognizable  by  Congress,  as  it 
did  not  exist  agreeably  to  the  act  of  limitation  at 
the  time  of  adopting  the  new  Constitution.  He 
should  rather  be  in  ravor  of  a  reference  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  Ames  observed,  that  he  considered  the  ap- 
plication in  a  quite  different  light  from  the  gentle- 
man last  up.  It  is  not  a  petition  for  a  grant 
from  Government ;  but  for  the  settlement  of  a  just 
account  and  payment  of  a  just  debt,  which  r^uly 
existed  prior  to  the  organization  of  the  present 
Crovemment. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  observed,  diat  all  the  difficulty 
in  the  case  appears  to  arise  from  a  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  tne  time  when  the  war  ceased.  This, 
he  conceived^  might  easily  be  determined  by  the 

C'od  to  which  the  army  of  the  United  States 
been  paid  and  diseharged. 
Mr.  Clark  was  against  a  reference  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  He  saw  no  difficulty  in  de- 
termining the  business ;  but.  if  we  go  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  it  will  appear  as  if  we  were 
fishing  for  applicants.  This  has  been  called  a 
single  case ;  but  he  believed,  if  the  door  was  once 

Siened,  we  should  soon  find  a  great  many  like  it. 
e  wished  rather  that  the  business  should  rest 
where  it  was. 

Mr.  Williamson  said  he  was  equally  opposed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  and  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. He  was  in  favor  of  proceeding  in  the 
usual  way,  and  coming  to  a  vote  upon  the  r^^ort 
Congress  promised  that  the  widows  and  orfmna' 
of  tlu>6e  officers  who  died  in  the  service  df  this 
country  should  be  entitled  to  half-pay.  for  life.  In 
the  present  case  it  happens  that  there  are  neither 
widows  nor  orphans,  but  some  more  distant  rela- 
tions who  want  it.  He  enlarged  on  the  eonfruuon 
which  would  be  consequent  on  establishing  a  pre- 
cedent like  that  proposed,  and  concluded  by  say- 
ing that  he  had  heard  nothing  sufficient  to  induce 
a  deviation  from  the  line  alr^uiy  prescribed. 

Mr.  Page  was  in  favor  of  a  reference  to  a  Com« 
mittee  of  the  Whole ;  for  though  he  had  a  hif  h 
respect  for  the  opinion  of  the  offi^cer  who  had  male 
the  report,  yet,  if  an  individual  member  of  the 
House  should  at  any  time  express  a  wish  to  have 
a  report  from  the  Headof  any  Department  what- 
ever discussed  in  the  Committee,  he  should  be  in 
f^vor  of  his  being  gratified. 

The  motion  for  a  select  committee  was  nega- 
tived. 

Mr.  Ames  then  moved  that  the  report  ^(mlA 
be  rejected. 

This  motion  was  followed  by  one  for  a  refer- 

eaee  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  by  Mr.  Wads- 

I  woBTH,  who  observed,  that  he  consiaered  the  ap- 
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Elication  as  inyolying  this  question :  Whether  the 
eirs  or  representatives  of  every  officer  who  died 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  at  any  period 
of  the  war,  should  not  he  entitled  to  commutation 
or  half-pay  for  life  ? 

The  question  for  a  reference  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  to  be 
taken  up  to-morrow. 

JOHN  YOUNGLOVE. 

The  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  pe- 
tition of  John  Younglove,  and  a  counter-petition 
thereto  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  was  next  taken  into  consideration. 
The  counter-petition  contained  sundry  charges  of 
unfair  conduct  in  procuring  the  pension  granted 
to  Mr.  Younglove.  The  report  exculpates  the  pe- 
titioner from  any  imputation  of  deception  in  re- 
spect to  the  means  employed  in  obtaimng  the  pen- 
sion, and  assigns  the  reasons  on  which  it  was 
panted  by  Congress,  and  concludes  by  stating  this 
mquiry :  Whether  it  would  be  expedient  to  repeal 
that  part  of  the  law  which  assigns  a  pension  to  the 
petitioner,  agreeably  to  the  prayer  of  the  counter- 
petition  ? 

Mr.  Laurance  moved  the  following  resolution  •. 

*^  Reiohed,  That  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  repeal  that 
part  of  the  law  on  which  the  pension  to  John  Young- 
love was  founded." 

Some  discussion  of  the  subject  took  place  in 
consequence  of  this  motion,  which  was  eventually 
superseded  by  a  motion  ofifered  by  Mr.  Benson, 
to  this  effect :  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  of 
sundry  inhabitants  in  the  State  of  New  York,  that 
so  much  of  a  law  of  the  United  States  as  grants  a 
pension  to  John  Younglove  may  be  repealed,  can- 
not be  granted. 

This  motion  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  subject  postponed. 

JOSEPH  TUCKER. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thatcher,  the  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  made  to  the  first  Congress,  on 
the  petition  of  Joseph  Tucker  and  others,  praying 
compensation  as  agents  to  certain  regiments,  last 
war,  was  taken  into  consideration.  This  report 
was  against  the  petition.    The  same  being  read, 

Mr.  Thatcher  moved  that  the  report  be  re- 
jected by  the  House,  and  that  there  be  allowed  to 
the  said  Joseph  Tucker  and  others  the  sum  of  one 
per  cent,  on  the  amount  received  and  paid  by  them 
respectively,  including  the  sums  granted  by  the 
State  of  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  BonniNOT  objected  to  this  motion.  He 
thought  the  proper  question  before  the  House  was, 
Whether  the  report  of  the  Secretary  should  be 
agreed  to  or  not  ?  The  motion  involved  a  partial 
decision  on  a  case  which  was  by  no  means  singu- 
lar, as  similar  applications  had  been  made  to  Con- 
gress. He  moved  that  the  report  should  be  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  Hampshire,  inquired  whe- 
ther the  amount  of  the  sums  received  by  those 
affents  from  the  public  had  been  all  paid  over  by 
tnem  to  the  uses  for  which  they  were  received ; 
and  what  was  the  actual  amount  of  their  commis- 
sions on  the  sums  paid  ? 


The  amount  of  the  sums  received  was  only  mtaur 
tioned  in  the  Secretary'y  report. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  observed,  that  the  accounts  of 
the  petitioners,  it  appears,  have  been  settled  by 
the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts ;  and,  should  the 
motion  be  agreed  to,  it  would  lead  to  a  revision  of 
all  the  accounts  which  had  been  settled  at  that 
period  on  similar  principles. 

Mr.  Thatcher,  in  reply,  said  that  his  colleague 
was  mistaken  in  respect  to  the  accounts  being  set- 
tled, as  some  of  the  parties  had  informed  him  that 
they  never  ac<}uiesced  in  such  settlement,  and 
would  not  receive  the  certificate  tendered  them  as 
compensation  for  their  services,  as  its  intrinsic 
value  was  much  less  than  their  just  demand. 

The  motion  for  agreeing  to  tn^j  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  being  put,  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative ;  and  Mr.  Thatcher's  motion  was  su- 
perceded of  course. 

TuBSDAT,  November  8. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  Andrew  Gregg,  Arom 
Pennsylvania,  appeared,  produced  his  credentials, 
and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

JOHN  TORREY. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  on  the  petition  of  John  Torrey.  adminis- 
trator of  Major  Joseph  Torrey,  deceasea. 

Mr.  Ames  objected  to  the  motion  for  accepting 
the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  He  said,  it 
must  be  apparent  that  he  was  placed  by  accident 
in  a  relation  to  the  subject  in  debate,  which  he 
should  not  have  adopted  of  choice.  With  very 
little  knowleclge  of  tne  parties  and  their  connex- 
ions, and  the  interests  tbuBit  would  be  involved  by 
the  decision,  he  seemed  to  be  considered  as  stana- 
in^  sponsor  for  the  petitioner.  He  might  justify 
this  active  support  of  the  petition,  by  assigning 
motives  which  were  common  to  other  ^ntlemen ; 
but  as  they  have  continued  silent,  I  will  assign  a 
reason  for  speaking,  which  is  peculiar  to  myself. 
Nothing  excites  a  person  to  a  more  fervid  defence 
of  his  opinions,  than  the  supposed  discovery  that 
they  are  misunderstood,  and  the  force  of  thle  rea- 
sons on  which  he  had  formed  them,  unduly  esti- 
mated. 

Congress  promised  half-pay  to  the  (Mcen  who 
should  continue  in  service  to  the  end  of  the  war — 
This  was  afterwards  made  a  commutation  for 
half-pay.  Major  Torrey  continued  in  service  till 
September,  1783,  when  he  died.  The  Question  is. 
did  he  continue  in  service  to  the  end  or  the  war  1 
The  provisional  articles  of  peace  were  signed  oa 
the  30th  November,  1782 ;  but  they  were  to  re- 
main without  force  till  terms  of  peace  should  be 
agreed  upon  between  Great  Britain  and  France. 
This  took  place  on  the  30th  January,  1783,  and 
the  ratifications  were  exchanged  on  the  3d  Febru- 
ary, 1783,  at  Paris.  The  provisional  treaty  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  America  was  then  a 
treaty  of  peace,  and  according  to  the  words  of  that 
treat V  was  concluded.  Accordingly,  on  the  11th 
April,  1783,  Congress  by  a  proclamation  made 
known  those  facta,  and  the  stipulatiooa  made,  in 
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regard  to  the  periods  when  hostilities  should  cease, 
by  the  contractinf  parties  to  the  treaty.  Hosti- 
lities did  cease,  and  before  the  end  of  April,  1783, 
all  America  was  in  perfect  peace.  The  late  hos- 
tile nations  shook  huids,  our  vessels  sailed  in  safe- 
ty, and  by  sea  and  land  reconciliation  succeeded 
to  hostility. 

But  did  all  this  put  an  end  to  the  war  ?    The 
children  in  the  street  would  answer  this  question : 
They  would  say,  it  is  peace  when  it  is  not  war. 
Of  all  facts,  the  most  notorious  seems  to  be  the 
state  of  war ;  and  it  is  the  fact  that  the  war  was  at 
an  end,  (and  not  any  after  resolye  of  Congress)  that 
the  commutation  of  Major  Torrey  was  fnade  to 
hinge  upon.    When  the  meaning  of  a  bargain  is 
disputed,  it  is  usual  to  search  out  the  intention  of 
the  contracting  parties  when  it  was  made.    Sup- 
posing, instead  of  interpreting  a  resolve  of  Con- 
gress, any  twelve  of  this  body  had  to  try  a  case 
between  two  private  persons ;  suppose  that  a  man 
had  given  his  note  of  hand  for  a  sum  to  be  paid 
at  the  €7kd  of  the  war.    Would  twelve  of  this 
House,  or  would  any  jury  in  the  country  s^  that 
the  war  continued  longer  than  hostilities  ?    In  pri- 
vate life,  a  man  would  think  it  touched  his  character 
to  refuse  paying  his  note  in  such  case.    Surely  a  Qo- 
vemment  ought  to  perform  its  promise  with  as 
much  delicacy  and  exactness.  Congress  did  not  i>ro- 
mise  the  half-pay,  and  afterward  the  commutation 
on  the  condition  that  a  man  should  serve  till  thev 
should  think  proper  to  say  the  war  was  at  en  ena. 
He  depended  on  the  stublx)m./bcif  that  it  did  end, 
which  no  resolution  of  Congress  could  change ; 
and  not  on  the  refining  opinion  when  the  officers 
might  safely  be  discharged — for  that  we  see  might 
be  differently  formed,  according  to  the  different 
views  of  policy  and  safety  at  the  time.    An  officer 
having  this  promise  of  Congress,  has  a  ri^ht  to 
this  commutation  on  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  in 
pursuance  of  the  treaty.    If  this  is  disputed,  the 
meaning  of  the  words  ^the  end  of  the  iwir," 
should  be  decided  as  it  was  understood  at  the  time 
of  the  promise.    Will  any  one  believe  that  the  3d 
November,  1783,  was  the  term,  after  the  state  of 
war  and  aU  the  treaties  which  put  an  end  to  it, 
had  been  long  passed  ?    If  any  doubt  stiU  remains, 
writers  on  the  law  of  nations  should  be  consulted. 
For  the  officer  may  justly  claim  an  execution  of 
the  promise  according  to  law ;  that  is  the  umpire 
between  Crovemment  and  the  people.  On  appeal- 
ing to  the  law  of  nations,  we  find  diat  war  is  de- 
fined to  be  "  the  state  in  which  a  nation  prosecutes 
its  right  by  force.**    "Peace  is  opposed  to  the  state 
of  war — an  accommodation  is  proposed  and  con- 
ditions amed  on,  and  thus  peace  puts  an  end  to 
war."    "When  the  Powers  at  war  agree  to  lay 
down  their  arms,  the  agreement  is  the  treaty  of 
peace."    "The  general  and  necessary  effects  of 
peace,  are  the  reconciliation  of  enemies  and  the 
cessation  of  hostilities ;  it  restores  the  two  nations 
to  their  natural  state."    Would  any  jury  in  this 
country  say,  that  the  matter  of  fact  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  law  were  not  in  favor  of  the  petition  ? 
Apply  these  maxims  of  law  to  the  case.    The  pro- 
visional articles  of  November,  1782,  were  of  them- 
selves nothing,  it  is  true,  but  they  were  to  eonsti* 


tute  the  treaty  of  peace,  whenever  Ghreat  Britain 
and  France  had  agreed  on  the  terms  of  peace. 
As  these  two  Powers  did  agree  on  the  30th  Janu- 
ary, and  ratified  the  terms  on  the  3d  February, 
1783.  then  the  provisional  articles,  to  use  the  very 
woras  oi  the  preamble,  did  constitute  ike  treaty  of 
peace;  it  was  then  a  concktded  thing ;  and  peace 
m  fact  took  place  in  the  several  parts  of  the  world 
on  the  appointed  days. 

It  has  been  said,  that  the  preliminaries  were 
no  more  than  a  suspension  of  arms — that  the  state 
of  war  still  continued,  until  a  definitive  treaty.  To 
this  it  is  answered,  that  preliminaries  bind  the 
national  fai<)i,  if  violated,  the  perjured  faithless 
nation  would  kindle  a  new  war.  By  the  law  of 
nations  there  is  not  such  a  distinction  as  that 
which  is  alleged,  between  preliminary  and  defini- 
tive treaties.  Let  the  authorities  for  such  a  dis- 
tinction be  produced  by  those  who  make  it.  But 
they  do  not  exist — a  tn}ce  does  not  put  an  end  to 
a  war — a  truce  is,  however,  a  suspension  of  war 
for  a  specified  term.  At  the  end  of  this  term,  the 
war  be^[ins  again,  of  course,  without  any  fresh 
declaration.  But  a  suspension  of  hostilities  for  an 
indefinite  period,  is  not  a  truce,  but  a  peace ;  espe- 
cially if  it  is  adaedj  that  it  is  agreed  upon  by  the 
belligerent  nations  m  consequence  of  a  settlement 
of  their  disputes,  and  if  it  happens  in  fact  that  the 
war  is  not  revived.  Those  who  make  so  much  of 
a  definitive  treaty,  and  so  light  of  preliminaries, 
should  consider  that,  on  their  own  system,  the  for- 
mer is  a  kind  of  defeasance  which  annuls  the  lat- 
ter. But  when  the  definitive  treaty  is  signed,  the 
preliminaries,  which  before  were  hable  to  be  an- 
nulled, now  become  of  force,  and  the  treaty,  now 
become  indefeasible,  takes  its  date  from  tne  pre- 
liminaries. Though  this  mode  of  reasoning  has  not 
much  weight  on  my  mind,  it  ouf  ht  to  have  some 
with  those  who  have  set  up  the  distinction  which 
it  is  adduced  to  overthrow. 

These  are  die  reasons  on  which  I  have  formed 
my  opinion  that  the  war  ended  in  fact  in  April, 
1783,  when  hostilities  ceased  by  mutual  agree- 
ment of  the  Powers  at  war.    My  opinion  is  sup- 
ported by  authority  much  more  reputable  than 
any  I  can  give  to  it.    The  law  courts  in  this  coun- 
try have  decided  it  judicially ;  cases  of  captured 
vessels,  and  the  question  or  interest  on  British 
debts,  have  produced  decisions  in  every  State  >of 
the  Union,  unless  I  am  misinformed,  that  the  war 
ended  in  March  or  April,  1783.    The  courts  in 
England,  and  in  every  country  where  the  war 
spread,  on  trials  of  property,  have  made  similar 
decisions.  Major  Torrey  died  in  September,  1783 ; 
shall  this  body  decide  against  the  settled  rule  of 
all  the  law  courts  ? 
It  remains  to  remove  some  objections : 
It  is  alleged,  that  Congress  have  by  various  re- 
solves fixed  the  period  of  the  war,  and  have  de- 
clared that  the  3d  November,  1783,  is  the  term. 
If  they  had  declared  that  it  should  be  computed 
from  tne  end  of  the  world,  it  would  not  alter  the 
truth  of  the  fact.    After  declarations  ought  not  to 
be  received  to  change  their  own  promises.    But  a 
declaration,  or  a  dozen  of  them,  made  for  another 
purpose,  and  not  to  declare  the  meaning  of  the 
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eoiitnbct,  cannot  on  any  pnnetple  be  receiined  to 
interpret  it  It  is  not  necessary,  howeror,  to  con- 
lend  against  those  resolyes  or  Congress.  They 
aire  irreeoncildhle  with  the  former  engagement  to 
liajor  Torrey.  In  undertaking  to  reconcile  them, 
I  icel  that  I  impose  a  task  on  myself,  which  is 
made  heavy  by  the  prefiossessioiis  of  many  of  my 
friends  I  I  belieye  the  minds  of  gentlemen  are  per- 
fectly fair,  and  well-disposed  to  doinff  the  peti- 
tioner jostioe^  But  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  thought 
ti>  intosd  any  offence^  when  I  remark  that  certain 
ideas,  such  as  that  this  claim  is  cut  off  by  resolves 
of  Congress,  and  that  on  allowing  it,  confusion 
would  take  place  in  the  business  of  the  public  offi- 
ces, were  started  with  the  discussion,  and  they 
hare  remained  so  woven  into  the  texture  of  the 
debate,  that  I  think  it  hard  to  unravel  them.  It 
was  soon  manifest  that  there  was  a  general  di»- 
pMition  to  vote  against  the  petition.  This  op- 
portunity for  debate  seems  to  nave  been  accorded 
as  of -grace,  rather  than  as  a  means  of  removing 
any  existing  dotAits  of  th^  own.  Ebivinff  edit- 
ed these  opinions,  this  is  rather  a  form  of  refuw 
than  a  mode  of  inquiring ;  and  it  seems  to  have 
been  chosen  with  every  circumstance  of  decency, 
and  with  all  possible  steadfastness  of  purpose. 
Yet  I  will  proceed  to  state,  that  the  point  whether 
the  war  was  at  end  when  hostilities  ended  in 
April,  1783,  being  already  considered  fully,  we  are 
to  look  for  other  reasons  than  such  as  relate  to 
the  commutation,  to  explain  the  resolves  of  Con- 
gress which  continued  the  service  of  the  officers 
beyond  the  end  of  the  war,  and  as  late  as  Novem- 
ber, 1783.  A  mistake  seems  to  have  crept  in 
here.  It  seems  to  be  supposed  that  the  officers 
were  engaged  to  serve  to  the  end  of  the  war,  just 
kiog  enou^  to  secure  their  commutation,  nut 
the  commutation  depended  on  one  thins — the 
torm  of  their  service  on  another.  Therormer 
was  their  right  at  the  end  of  the  war ;  but  they 
were  to  remain  in  service  till  dismissed,  unless 
they  should  think  fit  sooner  to  resign.  They  held 
their  commissions  during  the  pleasure  of  Congress. 
Though  when  the  war  ended  they  had  a  ri^t  to 
the  commutation,  thev  had  no  riffht  to  say  their 
aeryice  was  at  an  ena.  They  did  not  choose  to 
lesiffn:  Congress,  for  wise  reasons,  did  not  choose 
to  dismiss  Uiem.  A  foreign  army  was  still  in 
New  York.  They  were  sent  home  on  furlough, 
bot  drawing  pay^  and  liable  to  be  called  into  xht 
field.  Congress,  u  their  resolves,  did  not  say  that 
it  was  not  peace,  but  in  effect  that  it  was  unsaid 
to  disarm.  GknUemen  are  not  well  agreed  amonf 
themselves  as  to  the  end  of  the  war.  Some  fix  it 
atthedefinitivetreaty  of  September  3,1783;  others 
at  November  3.  Their  conclusions  a^ee  as  illy 
with  their  principles;  for  if  the  definitive  treaty 
pot  an  end  to  the  war,  how  can  the  same  gentle- 
men say  that  the  war  was  kept  alive,  on  the  Jour- 
nals of  Congress,  till  November,  1783?  Here, 
then,  were  Peace  and  War  subsisting  quietly  to* 
gether  during  two  months. 

The  fears  of  making  confusion  by  opening  a 
door  to  many  applications,  seem  to  be  groundless. 
A  man  must  have  died  between  the  end  of  hos- 
tilities and  November,  1788,  to  place  a  claim  on 


the  like  footing.  The  tiving  have  had  their  i 
mutations;  they  cannot  come :  and  no  other  officer 
died  in  that  period,  as  far  as  I  can  learn.  I  have 
inquired,  and  cannot  find  at  the  office  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  any  precedent  which  militates  with 
this  claim,  nor  any  reason  to  sui^pose  that  any 
similar  one  will  be  offered.  The  case  is  a  new 
one;  it  stuids  alone,  and  probably  ever  wiU,  and 
it  must  be  decided  on  its  own  merits.  Believing 
the  fact  to  be  indisputable  that  Maior  Torrey 
served  to  the  end  of  the  war,  confiding  in  the 
principles  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  the  settled 
decisions  of  the  Judicial  Courts,  I  have  endeavored 
to  explain  m^r  ideas  with  perspicuity,  and  to  im- 
press them  with  force.  I  have  saia  more  than 
questions  touching  an  individual  will  often  be 
foimd  to  merit;  but  when  public  princi]^  are 
construed  to  the  prejudice  of  private  rights,  the 
debate  cannot  be  treated  too  seriously. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  said,  he  differed  in  opinion  from 
the  gentleman  in  his  construction  of  the  business. 
He  did  not  coincide  in  the  idea  that  the  decision 
of  the  present  question  should  be  on  a  strictly  ju- 
dicial principle.  The  petition  is  founded  on  cer- 
tain resolutions  and  laws  c^  Congress ;  and  as  there 
ate  certain  established  rules  which  have  been 
observed  in  settling  with  every  other  officer  simi- 
larly circumstanced.  Congress  cannot  now  with 
propriety  break  through  those  rules;  to  these  they 
ou^t  to  adhere,  till  by  the  decision  of  some  Ju* 
dicial  Court  it  snail  appear  that  they  are  contrary 
to  the  rules  of  justice.  [Here  Mr.  Ames  requested 
Mr.  BoumNOT  to  point  out  the  rules  to  which  he 
referred.}  Mr.  B.  referred  to  the  renort  now  un- 
der consideration,  which  was  founded  on  a  resolur 
tion  oi  Congress,  that  the  time  for  which  the  armr 
was  engaff^  should  expire  in  November,  1783. 
This  has  oeen  made  a  ruk  in  all  the  settlements 
with  the  officers  of  the  army. 

The  terms  of  the  contract,  between  the  officers 
and  the  United  States,  depended,  he  said,  on  the 
decision  of  the  soverei^  power;  that  was  autho- 
rized alone  to  determme  when  the  war  should 
cease.  That  power  was  vested  in  the  then-exist- 
ing Congress,  who,  although  they  entered  into 
provisional  articles  in  November,  1783,  did  noL 
however,  think  proper  immediately  to  disband 
their  armies  or  put  an  end  to  the  war,  as  it  was 
yet  uncertain  whether  those  provisional  articles 
would  be  ratified  bv  Great  Britain,  or  a  treaty  of 
peace  concluded  oetween  Great  Britain  and 
France;  a  circumstance  which  was  necessary  be- 
fore those  articles  could  be  definitively  bindin|^ 
It  was  only  when  the  definitive  treatv  was  made, 
that  Congress  determined  the  perioa  of  the  war. 
The  army,  when  finally  disbanded  and  paid  up  to 
that  day,  acknowledged,  by  accepting  their  pay,  that 
it  was  then  only  the  war  ended;  and,  as  far  as 
was  in  their  power,  assented  to  the  principle 
which  he  maintainea,  that  the  provisional  articles 
had  not  before  put  an  end  to  the  war.  Suppose 
that,  on  the  arrival  of  the  definitive  treaty,  Con- 
gress had  not  agreed  to  the  terms,  would  the  war 
have  then  been  considered  as  at  an  end?  Would 
not  Congress  have  been  in  the  same  situation  as 
before  the  signing  of  the  provisional  articles?    It 
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vas-neiMKary  that  Ocafftess  should,  hj  »  defimtive 

ndeternuBB  ivii^  the  w«r  oeaseo.  Congreas 
passed  such  an  act;  and  the  House  at  present 
cannot  with  fkropriety  enter  into  a  resolution  to 
alter  the  period.  The  aigument  of  inconTeni- 
ence  ought  also  to  hare  some  weight  with  the 
House ;  tot  if  any  alteration  were  now  to  be  made 
in  the  law,  it  must  have  a  retrospect  to  all  the 
widows  and  children  of  deceased  officers,  who 
haye  receiyed  half  pay  for  years  past.  Besides, 
many  officers  who  have  not  hitherto  considered 
themselves  as  entitled  to  half-pay,  would,  in  con- 
sequence of  such  an  alteration,  have  a  right  to 
apply  for  it. 

Mr.  Ladrancb  said,  he  doubted  not  the  gentle^ 

man  who  supported  the  petition  was  fuUy  satisfied 

as  to  the  justice  a[  the  claim  which  he  advocated 

'with  so  much  ardor;  he  begged  leave  to  state  his 

rion,  however,  on  the  subject,  in  which  he 
Id  diffi^  from  that  gentleman. 

The  ccmtract  with  the  officers  of  the  late  army 
was,  that  those  should  be  entitled  to  certain  bene^ 
fits  who  served  to  the  «iid  of  the  war.  But  Major 
Torrey  was  not  thus  circumstanced,  as  he  died 
nrevious  to  the  period  when  the  war  ceased,  and 
left  neither  widow  nor  orphan  to  receive  the  benefit 
of  the  provisions  allowed  oy  law;  his  case  is  not  con* 
templated  by  any  existing  resolution  of  Ccmgress. 

It  is  well  known  that  hostilities  ceased  at  the 
time  of  publishing  the  provisional  articles  which 
formed  tne  basis  for  the  treaty  of  peace;  but  can 
any  man  say  that  every  seedier  had  a  right  on  that 
event  to  demand  a  discharge?  Surely  not.  The 
fffovisional  articles  had  the  peace  in  contempla- 
tion, but  the  armv  was  not  to  be  dischaiged  till  the 
articles  of  the  dennitive  treaty  were  ratmed  by  the 
belligerent  Powers.  The  army  of  the  United 
States  was,  therefore,  only  furlouahed,  and  Con- 
gress retained  the  power  of  reeling  them  into 
service;  and  had  tne  officers  and  soldiers  been 
recalled  from  their  furloughs  to  take  the  field,  it 
would  have  been  a  continuance  of  the  same  war; 
but  if  the  definitive  treaty  had  been  signed,  and 
hostilities  had  commenced  the  very  next  day,  it 
would  have  been  a  new  war,  and  would  have  been 
prosecuted  on  entirely  new  principles.  The  se- 
cond article  i>[  the  provisional  treaty  looks  forward 
to  difiiiure  period  tor  a  conclusion  of  the  war;  and 
Ike  inferred,  that  the  definitive  articles  bemg  ratir 
fied,  and  the  ratifications  exchanged,  alone  consti- 
tuted a  termination  of  the  war.  Mr.  L.  added 
some  observations  on  the  lesal  ideas  of  Mr.  Aues, 
in  which  he  also  differed  nrom  that  gentleman; 
and  concluded  by  expressing  his  approbation  of 
the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  Ambs's  remarks  were  further  combated  by 
Mr.  W1LLIAM0OI1,  Mr.  Dayton,  Mr.  Hillhouse, 
Mr.  Waosworth,  Mr.  Clark,  and  Mr.  White. 

Mr.  Wayrb  was  opposed  to  the  report,  and 
stated  certain  particulars  to  show  that  tne  army 
was  not  ffurlonghed  by  Congress  because  it  was 
apprehended  there  would  be  any  further  demand 
for  their  services,  but  because  it  was  inconvenient 
to  give  them  an  absolute  discharge  at  that  period. 

The  motion  for  accepting  the  Secretary's  Re- 
port was  carried  by  a  huge  majonty. 


WiDNSEDAT,  NoTttabor  9. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  fiom  Maryland, 
WiLUAM  Vans  Mubrat;  and  from  Sovth  Giuro- 
lina,  Tbomas  Subipter  ;  i^^wared,  produced  their 
credentials,  and  took  ^eir  seats  in  the  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Grovemor  of  Maryland,  enclosing  a  Lcfl^ 
ter  to  him  firom  William  Pinknet,  a  memhor 
returned  to  serve  in  this  House  for  the  said  State, 
containing  his  resignation  of  that  appointment ; 
also  a  return  of  John  Francis  Merger,  elected  a 
member  to  serve  in  this  House,  in  the  room  of  the 
said  William  Pinknet  ;  which  were  read,  attd 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  standing  Committee 
of  Elections. 

Mr.  BEDewiciL  from  the  ccsnmittee  appointed^ 
presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  directing  the 
mode  in  wkich  the  evidences  of  the  debt  of  the 
United  States,  which  have  been  lost  or  destroyeiL 
may  be  renewed ;  which  was  received,  and  reaa 
the  first  time. 

Ordered,  That  ^e  Committee  of  the  Whc^e 
House  be  discharged  frcmi  considering^  certain 
propositions  of  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  which  were  committed  to  them 
on  Thursday  last;  and  that  the  said  propositions 
of  amendment  be  referred  to  Mr.  Sbdowick,  Mr* 
HiLLBOUBB,  Mr*  Benson,  Mr.  Boumnot,  Mt, 
Mauison,  Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  and  Mr« 
Steele. 

Reaolved,  That  the  Attorney  Qeneral  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  this  House  such  farther  inform** 
ation  as  he  may  be  in  possessicm  of,  relative  to 
the  operation  of  the  Judicial  System. 

Reiolved.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  U> 
prepare  ana  bring  in  a  biU  or  biUs  to  establish  ml 
uniform  system  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcies 
throughout  the  United  States;  and  that  Mr^ 
ViNiNO,  Mr.  BouDiNOT,  Bifr.  Giles,  Mr.  La(h 
RANOE.  and  Mr.  Gerry,  be  the  said  committee. 

Oraeredj  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  brmg  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  regulate 
pilots,  and  provide  for  the  supermtendenee  of  the 
li^t-nouses,  and  the  beacons,  buoys,  and  pldili^ 

Kers,  in  the  bay  and  river  of  Delaware,  and  ikte 
ly  of  Chesapeake,  with  the  rivers  empWing  into 
the  same;  and  that  Mr.  Fitzsimons^  Mr.  Lee, 
and  Mr.  Sherieine,  be  the  said  committee. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  petition  ot  John 
Yoim^ove,  and  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  couBr 
ties  of  Albany  and  Wadiington,  in  the  State  of 
New  YcNrk :  whereupon, 

Re9olvedj  That  the  pntyer  of  the  said  petitien 
of  sundry  inhabitattts  of  the  counties  of  Albany 
and  Wasnington,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  for  a 
repeal  of  so  much  of  the  act  of  Congress,  entided 
"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  disaUed  soldiers  and 
seamen  latel^r  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  certain  other  persons,"  as  relates  to  tkt 
pension  of  the  said  John  Younglove,  cannot  be 
granted. 

Mr.  ViNiNG  called  up  a  motion^  heretofore  made 

y  him,  for  the  appomtment  ot  a  committee  to 

prepare  a  bill  or  bius  to  establish  an  uniform  sydr 

tern  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States. 
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The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion,  and  car- 
ried, a  committee  was  accordingly  appointed. 

A  committee  was  also' appointed  (pursuant  to  a 
motion  heretofore  made  by  Mr.  Fitzsimons,  and 
since  amended^  to  brinff  in  a  bill  or  bills  for  the 
regulation  of  pilots,  and  the  superintendence  of 
the  beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers  in  the  bay 
and  river  or  Delaware^  and  in  the  bay  of  Chesa- 
peake, and  the  rivers  disemboguing  thereintp. 

The  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  me  Department 
of  War,  on  the  [>etition  of  John  Younglove,  and 
the  counter-petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  being  then  called  up,  a  reso- 
lution was  moved, 

**  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  of  randiy  inhabit- 
ants of  the  counties  of  Albany  and  Washington,  in  the 
8tate  of  New  York,  for  the  repeal  of  so  much  of  the 
act,  entitled,  <  An  act  for  the  relief  of  disabled  soldiers 
and  seamen  lately  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  certain  other  persons,'  as  relates  to  the  pension 
of  John  Younglove,  cannot  be  granted." 

[John  Younglove  having  been,  but  not  then 
actually  being^  m  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
was  disabled  m  his  own  house,  in  repelling  an 
attack  of  the  enemv  during  the  late  war.  He 
obtained  from  the  late  Congress  a  pension;  and 
the  contra-petitioners  endeavored  to  effect  the 
revocation  of  the  grant  All  the  papers  on  this 
subject  being  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  War 
Department,  he  reported,  as  his  opinion,  that  Mr. 
Younglove  did  not,  by  any  of  the  existing  acts  of 
Congress,  seem  entitled  to  a  pension.] 

An  interesting  debate  took  i)lace  on  the  pro- 
priety of  withdrawing  the  pension.  On  the  one 
nsjdd,  it  was  urged,  that  if  Mr.  Younglove's  title 
was  admitted,  every  man  who  might  suffer  in  his 
person  or  property,  from  an  attack  of  the  Indians 
or  of  any  other  assailant,  would  have  an  equal 
right  to  claim  a  compensation,  at  the  national  ex- 
pense, and  that  the  multitude  of  such  claims  would 
drain  the  public  coffers;  that  Congress  was  not 
infallible ;  and  if  the  late  Congress  Imd  committed 
ai^  error  in  granting  a  pension  where  it  was  not 
justly  due,  the  present  uongress  have  a  right,  and 
are,  in  duty  to  their  constituents,  bound  to  rectify 
the  mistake,  by  revoking  the  grant.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  was  said,  that  although  Mr.  Younglove 
was  not,  under  the  then  existing  laws,  entitled  to 
a  pension,  yet,  as  the  late  Con^press  thoujrht  him 
deserving  of  one,  and  conferred  it  on  him,  it  would 
ill  become  the  present  Congress  to  revoke  the 
grant  They  ought  to  suppose  that  their  predeces- 
sors had  sufficient  reasons  to  influence  them  in 
making  it;  at  all  events,  the  grant  beinf  once 
made,  and  the  public  faith  plighted  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  pension,  they  could  not  now  with- 
draw it,  without  destroying  the  public  confidence 
in  the  promises  of  the  Qovemment 

The  question  bein^  taken  on  the  motion,  it  was 
carried  m  the  affirmative. 


Thursday,  November  10. 

A  bill  directing  the  mode  in  which  the  evi- 
dences of  the  debt  of  the  United  States,  which 
have  been  lost  or  destroyed,  shiCll  be  renewed,  was 


read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  tne  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

THE  CENSUS. 

The  House  asain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Schedule  of  the 
Enumeration  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Laurance  had  previously  moved,  that  until 
the  next  enumeration  the  number  of  Represent- 
atives should  be  one  for  every  thirty  thousand 
persons. 

Mr.  Dayton  moved  to  strike  out  "thirty,"  be- 
fore "thousand."  This  amendment  was  under 
consideration. 

Mr.  Gerry  observed,  that  in  all  the  decisions 
of  the  Legislature,  we  ought  to  follow  as  far  as 
possible  the  opinion  of  the  flpreat  body  of  the  peo- 
ple. If  this  opinion  should  be  found  to  be  against 
the  ratio  of  thirty  thousand,  the  amendment  ought 
to  be  adopted;  but  if  we  refer  to  the  amendments 
proposed  oy  the  Conventions  to  the  Constitution, 
we  shall  find  that  five  States  are  in  favor  of  one 
Representative  to  every  thirty  thousand  perscms, 
till  the  number  should  amount  to  two  hundred. 
None  of  the  propositions  now  moved  as  amend- 
ments to  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  amount  to  that  number.  Several  others  of 
the  Conventions  were  of  opinion  that  the  repre- 
sentation was  too  small  to  secure  the  liberties  of 
this  country.  This  Government,  said  he,  is  a  Go- 
vernment of  representation:  the  people  may  con- 
trol their  Representatives,  but  their  influence  is 
small  in  respect  to  the  Senate  and  the  Executive, 
and  still  less  over  the  officers  of  Government 
On  what  then  do  the  people  depend  for  checkinj^ 
encroachments,  or  preventing  abuses?  On  their 
Representatives?  if  these  should  be  too  few,  or 
if  Uiey  should  fail  them,  they  never  can  redress 
their  grievances  without  having  recourse  to  vio- 
lence. If  the  number  is  small,  a  majority  may  be 
the  more  easily  corrupted.  On  the  other  hand, 
too  large  a  number  will  be  attended  with  difficul- 
ties; a  medium  then  is  most  eligible.  An  adequate 
number  is  absolutely  necessary;  and  to  show  that 
one  to  thirty  thousand  would  not  produce  more 
than  an  adequate  number,  he  referred  to  the  ratio 
of  representation  in  England  and  France,  in 
which  there  was  a  greater  proportion  of  Repre- 
sentatives than  in  the  Legislature  of  the  Umted 
States. 

It  has  been  objected  to  an  increase  of  Repre- 
sentatives, that  it  would  lead  to  encroachments  on 
the  part  of  the  General  Government,  over  those  of 
the  individual  Governments.  He  thought  that  the 
reverse  of  the  objection  was  true,  and  instanced 
the  opinion  and  plan  of  Governor  Hutchinson,  of 
Massachusetts,  who  proposed  and  advised  a  re- 
duction of  the  representation  of  Massachusetts, 
as  a  necessary  step  in  order  to  effect  the  designs 
of  Great  Britain;  decreasing  the  number,  there- 
fore, will  be  lessening  in  proportion  the  security 
of  tne  liberties  of  the  peojue. 

He  then  adverted  to  the  objection  arising  from 
the  additional  expense;  but,  he  observed,  after 
Congress  shall  have  passed  a  few  more  of  the  moat 
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important  acts^  it  is  not  probaUe  that  the  poblic 
hosiness  will  in  future  require  that  the  sessions 
should  be  for  more  than  four  months  annually; 
this  would  reduce  the  expense  greatly,  in  the  mst 
instance;  and,  agreeably  to  a  calculation,  an  ad- 
dition of  forty-seven  members  to  the  present  num- 
ber, would  make  the  aggregate  expense  but  about 
one-eighteenth  part  more  than  at  present,  sup- 
posing the  sessions  to  be  four  months  long.  But 
Be  considered  the  objection  on  account  of  the  ex- 
pense as  merely  speculative. 

Although  Congress  is  not  positively  bound  by 
the  Constitution  to  give  tme  member  for  every 
thirty  thousand  inhabitants,  yet  he  would  ask,' 
whether  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  did  not 
expect  that  this  ratio  would  be  adopted?  and 
whether  they  would  not  consider  it  as  an  abuse 
of  power,  if  Congress,  instead  of  one  to  thirty 
diousand,  ^ould  settle  the  representation  at  one 
to  forty  thousand?  Eight  States  have  already 
adopted  the  first  article  of  the  proposed  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution:  and  if  the  House  should 
either  settle  the  number  of  the  Representative 
body,  as  it  now  stands,  or  reduce  it,  or  establish  it 
at  one  hundred,  perhaps  they  might  before  the 
end  of  the  session,  be  obliged  to  repeal  their  act — 
as  they  would  be  bound  by  the  amendment,  as 
soon  as  it  is  ratified  by  a  sufficient  number  of 
States.  If  gentlemen  thought  it  probable  that  the 
proposed  amendment  would  be  ratified  by  the 
several  States,  they  ought  already  to  consider  it 
as  a  rule  for  tneir  conduct,  and  be  restrained  by 
it,  from  giving  less  than  one  Representative  for 
thirty  thousand  inhabitants.  After  the  representa- 
tion amounts  to  one  hundred.  Congress  will,  no 
doubt,  have  a  right  to  fix  it  there,  until  it  is  in* 
creased  by  the  ratio  of  one  to  forty  thousand:  but 
that  is  a  power  which,  he  presumed^  Congress 
will  not  exercise;  but  that  they  then  will  establish 
some  ratio,  by  which  the  increase  of  representa- 
tion shall  keep  pace  with  the  increase  of  popu- 
lation, until  the  House  consists  of  two  hundred 
members. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  was  convinced  of  the  propriety 
of  striking  out  the  word  "thirty."  The  Hduse 
ought  to  consider  what  would  be  an  adequate 
number  for  doing  the  business  of  the  Union;  and 
that  number  ought  not  to  be  exceeded,  except  to 
answer  some  very  valuable  purpose.  Busmess 
would  proceed  with  difficulty,  if  the  representa- 
tion was  so  numerous  as  it  would  become  by  the 
ratio  of  one  to  thirty  thoi^^and.  The  present  Re- 
presentation of  the  tJ nited  States  is  in  a  ratio  very 
different  from  that  of  one  to  thirty  thousand;  and 
yet  he  thought  it  fully  adequate.  From  a  rough 
calculation,  the  ratio  of  thirty  thousand  would  pro- 
duce one  hundred  and  thirteen  members;  thirty- 
five  thousand  would  give  ninety-seven;  and  forty 
thousand  would  produce  eighty-one.  If  the  num- 
ber once  settled  was  to  rest  there,  he  would  not 
be  over  anxious  to  oppose  the  increase:  but  if  gen- 
tlemen would  take  into  view  the  increase  conse- 
quent on  the  next  enumeration,  they  would  find 
tnat  the  number  will  by  far  exceed  the  due  bounds. 

The  increase  of  expense  had  been  mentioned. 
He  thought  it  would  greatly  exceed  the  calcula- 
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tion  of  the  ^^tleman,  and,  for  his  part,  although 
he  was  willing  to  tax  the  people  for  the  necessary 
purposes  of  Government,  yet  he  would  never 
consent  to  subject  them  to  unnecessary  burdens. 
Every  man  must  see,  that  if  the  number  was 
doubled,  it  would  take  almost  double  the  time  to 
do  thei)usiness,  as  every  member  would  have  an 
equal  right  to  deliver  his  sentiments,  and  thus 
protract  their  deliberations. 

He  thouffht  the  people  of  the  United  States 
would  be  duly  represented,  and  to  their  entire 
satisfaction,  if  the  ratio  was  set  higher  than  thirty 
thousand;  nor  could  he  imagine  that  such  an  ex- 
act proportion,  between  the  Representatives  and 
the  represented,  was  at  all  requisite  to  secure  their 
liberties,  or  to  do  the  necessary  business  of  Go- 
vernment. This  indeed  might  be  the  case,  if  the 
power  vested  in  Congress  was  proportionate  to 
their  number:  but,  since  the  House  would  possess 
the  same  powers,  whether  it  consisted  of  a  great- 
er or  a  smaller  number,  he  thought  the  people 
equally  secure  in  either  case.  The  ratio  of  thirty- 
five  thousand,  which  would  produce  ninety-seven 
members,  would,  in  his  opimon,  be  a  very  proper 
one.  If,  however,  the  people  should  think  other- 
wise, they  had  it  in  their  power  to  correct  tine 
mistake^  oy  ratifying  the  proposed  amendment. 
Their  not  having  as  yet  ratifiea  it,  was  to  him  an 
argument  that  they  thought  the  ratio  too  low; 
or,  at  least,  that  they  considered  the  question  as 
doubtful.  Some  of  tne  States,  he  observed,  have 
postponed  the  consideration  of  the  amendment; 
and  eight  only  have  as  yet  agreed  to  it  On  the 
whole,  the  House  might  safely  adopt  the  ratio  of 
one  to  thirty ^ve  thousand;  for  that  the  increas- 
ing population  of  the  United  States  would  ever 
supply  a  representation  sufficiently  numerous  to 
answer  every  good  purpose. 

Mr.  Clabk  observed,  that  his  objection  was  not 
merely  on  account  of  the  pay  of  the  membexs, 
but  an  increase  in  the  representation  would  bring 
an  additional  expense  on  the  people,  by  increasing 
the  number  of  public  officers;  as  almost  every  man 
would  wish  to  see  his  friend  provided  for.  The 
liberties  of  America  could  be  in  no  danger  from 
the  present  ratio  of  representation.  The  doors  of 
the  House  are  open,  and  the  people  know  what 
their  Representatives  are  doing. 

Mr.  Stbele  was  in  favor  of  the  motion  for 
striking  out  thirty.  In  discussing  the  important 
subject  before  the  Committee,  he  observed  that 
there  were  two  inquiries  to  be  attended  to:  What 
is  the  proper  number  to  constitute  a  Representa- 
tive body  for  the  United  States,  and  wnat  ratio 
will  leave  the  fewest  fractions  in  the  respective 
States?  One  member  to  thirty  thousand,  he  con- 
ceived, would  five  too  numerous  a  representation. 
According  to  the  present  number  of  inhabitants,  it 
will  almost  double  the  present  number;  it  will 
divide  and  diminish  the  responsibility,  make  the 
House  too  unwieldy,  retard  public  business,  and 
increase  the  public  expenses  unnecessarily.  An 
adequate  representfttion,  he  thought,  would  be 
comprised  within  a  much  smaller  number. 

Gientlemen  have  called  our  attention  to  the 
I  House  of  Commons  of  Qreat  Britain,  apd  the  Na- 
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donai  Assembly  of  France;  but,  God  forbid  that 
we  should  draw  our  precedents  from  such  exam- 
ples as  may  be  cited  from  European  representation. 

He  was  opposed  to  thirty  thousand  as  the  ratio: 
it  would,  in  fractions,  throughout  the  United  States, 
leave  above  three  hundred  and  sixty-nine  thousana 
citizens  unrepresented.  Thirty-five  thousand  he 
thought  the  most  eligible  number,  as  it  would  leave 
the  ^west  fractions. 

Some  gentlemen  seem  to  favor  the  ratio  of  thirty 
thousand,  because  that  number  has  been  recom- 
mended by  some  of  the  Conventions,  in  their  pro- 
nosed  amendments  to  the  Constitution;  but  he 
noped  that  no  decision  would  be  founded  on  those 
subsequent  amendments.  It  would  be  well  to  re- 
collect the  sentiments  of  gentlemen  in  the  several 
Conventions:  in  many  of  them,  they  were  agreed 
to  without  any  wish  or  expectation  that  they 
should  ever  be  taken  into  consideration,  and  there- 
fore he  thought  that  no  argument  ought  to  be 
drawn  from  mem:  neither  ought  Congress  to  be 
influenced  by  the  example  of  the  State  Govern- 
ments; business  is  so  transacted  in  most  of  them, 
on  account  of  their  numerous  representation,  that 
there  is  very  little  permanency  or  consistency  in 
their  systems.  Too  numerous  an  Assembly  is 
perpetually  liable  to  disorder ;  and,  when  that  is  the 
case,  Gk)vernment  becomes  contemptible.  This 
consideration  had  greater  weight  with  him  than 
an  additional  expenditure  of  a  few  dollars.  He 
again  objected  to  any  example  from  Great  Britain 
or  France;  their  Assemblies  are  too  numerous 
and  unwieldy  to  transact  business  without  confu- 
sion; and,  compared  with  what  he  considered  as 
an  adequate  number,  are  mere  mobs. 

With  respect  to  the  proposed  amendments,  they 
have  not  been  adopted  oy  three-fourths  of  the 
States;  and  from  thence  he  inferred  that  they 
would  be  finally  rejected.  He  thought  the  amena- 
ment  respecting  the  ratio  of  Representatives  not 
so  ffood  as  the  oric^al  clause  in  the  Constitution, 
and  said  he  would  not  hesitate  to  declare  that  it 
ought  never  to  be  adopted  as  a  part  of  it.  It  has 
been  said  that  the  voice  of  America  is  in  favor  of 
the  ratio  of  thirty  thousand;  were  this  the  case, 
he  would  obey  the  voice  of  America:  but  he  be- 
lieved that  the  opinion  of  enlightened  America 
was  that  forty  or  nAy  thousand  would  not  be  too 
hiffh  a  ratio.  He  should  give  the  preference  to 
either  of  those  numbers  to  thirty  or  thirty-five, 
thousand,  were  it  not  on  account  of  the  fractions 
that  wotild  remain.  He  concluded  by  saying  he 
should  vote  for  thirty-five  thousand. 

Mr.  Laurancb  agreed  that  an  adequate  num- 
ber was  the  great  object  to  be  attended  to;  but  he 
contended  that  the  original  motion  would  ^ve  this 
number  more  completely  than  a  larger  ratio:  and 
it  ought  to  be  considered,  that,  before  the  next 
enumeration,  it  will  not  be  probably  more  than 
one  to  fifty  tnousand.  As  to  the  increase  of  ex- 
pense, he  observed  that  the  ^eat  objects  being 
accomplished,  the  future  sessions  wiU  be  short; 
besides  which^  the  compensation  of  the  members 
may  be  diminished.  But  he  considered  a  neces- 
sary increase  in  the  expense  to  be  fully  counter- 
balanced by  afibrding  greater  security  to  the  Lib- 


erties of  the  People.  The  firmness  of  a  Govern- 
ment depends  on  a  strong  Executive;  but  this 
Executive  should  be  founded  on  a  broad  bottom; 
and  the  broader  the  basis^  the  more  secure  is  the 
public  freedom  under  a  vi^rous  Executive. 

The  existence  of  the  Umon  may  depend  on  the 
fullness  of  the  repesentation.  Tne  inequality  in 
the  proportional  mcrease  of  the  number  of  inha- 
bitants in  different  States^  ought  also  to  be  taken 
into  consideration;  for  it  is  very  probable  that,  in 
a  short  time,  while  some  of  the  smaller  States  had 
a  Representative  for  every  thirty  thousand,  others 
would  not  have  one  to  forty  thousand.  He  was 
governed  by  general  principles,  and  not  by  any 
calculations  of  fractional  numbers:  the  Constitu- 
tion contemplates  the  ratio  he  had  proposed,  and 
therefore  he  hoped  the  motion  for  striking  out 
would  not  obtain. 

Mr.  Goonnufi  observed,  that  the  situation  and 
circumstances  of  the  Gk)vemment  of  the  United 
States  are  so  difierent  from  those  of  France  or 
Great  Britain,  that  no  parallel  could  be  drawn 
respecting  them.  Nor  is  there  an  absolute  simi- 
larity between  this  Gk)vemment  and  those  of  the 
State  Gk)vemments.  The  objects  of  legislation 
which  come  under  the  coffnizance  of  Congress, 
are  but  few  compared  with  those  which  en^^age 
the  British  House  of  Commons  and  the  Natioiud 
Assembly  of  France.  A  much  la^er  representa- 
tion for  them,  and  in  our  State  Legislatures,  is 
therefore  more  proper,  than  is  necessary  for  us  in 
the  Greneral  Gk)vemment.  He  doubted  tne  opinion 
that  a  large  representation  was  less  liable  to  cor- 
ruption than  a  small  one:  some  facts  appear  to 
confirm  the  former  sentiment.  He  did  not  con- 
sider the  expense  as  a  material  objection,  if  an 
increase  of  the  number  be  necessary  to  doing  more 
ample  justice,  or  for  the  greater  security  of  the 
Liberties  of  tne  People;  but,  as  he  thoimht  this 
was  by  no  means  the  case,  he  was  in  favor  of 
striking  out  ^thirty,"  in  order  to  insert  a  larger 
number. 

Mr.  Barnwell  agreed  with  the  gentleman  last 
up.  He  should  vote  for  striking  out  "  thirty,"  in 
order  to  substitute  the  largest  number  that  had 
been  mentioned.  Mr.  B.  entered  into  an  abstract 
and  philosophical  discussion  of  the  principle  of 
representation  in  Government.  The  leading  senti- 
ment was,  that  a  large  proportion  of  Representa- 
tives is  not  necessary  to  obtain  the  best  objects  of 
legislation,  in  expressing  the  will  of  the  people, 
or  to  secure  the  Liberties  of  the  constituent  body. 
The  great  point,  he  observed,  was,  to  combine  the 
greatest  portion  of  honesty  with  a  due  degree  of 
activity.  That  number  which  would  comprise  a 
due  proportion  of  these,  would  be  competent  to 
all  the  purposes  of  legislation,  whether  the  num- 
ber for  which  it  legislates  is  ten  thousand,  or  five 
hundred  thousand.  On  this  principle,  he  was  de- 
cidedly against  a  large  number,  and  in  favor  of  a 
small  one.  Adverting  to  the  British  House  of 
Commons  and  the  National  Assembly  of  France, 
with  respect  to  the  former,  he  said,  tneir  corrup- 
tion is.  in  a  great  degree,  owing  to  their  numbers: 
as  to  the  latter,  he  omerved,  that  the  National  As- 
sembly had  acted,  in  his  opinion,  politically  and 
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wisely.  They  set  out  with  a  large  representation, 
in  conformity  to  the  sentiments  of  the  people  at 
the  moment;  but,  on  experience,  finding  the  num- 
ber too  great,  they  have  reduced  it  from  twelve 
hundred  to  about  two  hundred  and  fifty.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  general  sense  of  the  people  was 
against  a  large  representation  in  Congress;  the 
inconveniences  experienced  from  numerous  bodies 
in  the  State  Lee^latures  has  led  several  of  the 
States  to  lessen  me  number.  He  instanced  Geor- 
gia, South  Carolina,  and  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  opposed  to  the  motion.  One 
Representative  for  thirty  thousand,  appeared  to 
him  by  no  means  a  great  representation.  The 
opinion  that,  of  late,  had  been  so  often  advanced 
from  the  wress,  and  in  public  discussion,  for  redu- 
cing t^e  Representative  branch  in  Government 
to  a  small  number,  he  held  to  be  full  of  dangerous 
error.  He  was  sensible  that  the  terms  great  and 
small  were  so  merely  relative  in  their  significa- 
tion, that  it  was  difficult  precisely  to  understand 
each  other  in  the  use  of  them.  Perhaps  they  may 
most  properly,  both  of  them,  be  considered  as  ex- 
tremes. No  doubt  representation,  which  of  late 
seems  to  be  used  as  the  character  of  Republican 
Government,  is  a  ^eat  improvement  upon  Demo- 
cracy, or  legislation  by  the  whole  body  of  the 
people.  He  could  conceive  that  a  representation 
mi^t  be  so  lar^e  as  to  partake  of  the  evils  of  as- 
sembling the  whole  body  of  the  people;  but  it  was 
a  very  improbable  and  not  a  dangerous  extreme: 
the  other  extreme  was  full  of  danger.  These  ob- 
servations acquire  much  force,  when  applied  par- 
ticularly to  the  Governments  of  this  Country:  en- 
feeble the  Representative  part  of  them,  and  you 
sap  the  very  principles  of  hfe.  They  stand  on  a 
different  basis  from  the  Governments  which  have 
gone  before  them,  and  may  justly  be  said  to  be 
new  experiments  in  Government;  time,  as  yet, 
has  scarcelv  given  room  to  judge  of  the  probable 
issue;  but  tnis  we  may  pronounce  with  much  cer- 
tainty— Let  the  principles  of  representation  lan- 
guish, and  they  have  no  chance  of  success. 

It  had  not  been  found  practicable  to  ground  re- 
presentation in  the  Federal  Constitution  upon  any 
other  principle  than  that  of  numbers;  but  extent 
of  territory  is  unquestionably  one  of  the  natural 
principles  on  which  it  rests,  and  should  if  possible 
DC  regarded.  One  for  thirty-four  or  thirty^ve 
thousand  mav  be  deemed  a  proper  representation 
in  the  Kingaom  of  France,  or  of  Great  Britain. 
The  four  millions  which  compose  the  United 
States,  compactly  settled  where  there  was  great 
sameness  in  the  country,  and  pretty  equally  dis- 
tant from  a  common  centre,  would  be  properly 
represented  by  a  smaller  number  than  m  their 
present  sparse  settlement.  But^  still  further:  the 
settlement  of  the  United  States  is  a  fillet  stretched 
along  the  sea-coast  A>r  seventeen  hundred  miles, 
comprehending  as  ^eat  a  variety  of  climate  and 
interests  as  one  of  tne  other  quarters  of  the  globe. 
It  is  difficult  to  conceive  of  a  situation  which  calls 
for  a  greater  extension  of  the  principle  of  repre- 
sentation. 

It  has  been  said,  that  one  for  thirty  thousand 
will  make  too  large  and  unwieldy  a  body.    He 


was  sensible  that  was  a  point  that  did  not  admit 
of  being  determined  by  any  conclusive  reasoning; 
it  was  a  mere  matter  of  opmion;  sound  judgment 
only  is  to  be  used,  time  and  experience  will  come 
on  and  confirm  or  correct  the  opinion.  In  such  a 
case,  it  is  wise  to  inquire  how  this  has  been  judged 
of  by  others  who  have  had  a  Representative  Ix^y. 
In  France,  one  thousand  two  nundred  was  not 
thought  too  great  a  representation  in  forming  their 
National  Assembly;  and  the  number  established 
by  their  new  Constitution  for  their  stated  Legis- 
lature was  not  two  hundred  and  fifty,  as  the  mem- 
ber last  up  had  stated,  but,  if  he  had  not  been  mis- 
informed by  the  publications  in  this  country,  it 
was  nearly  seven  nundred  and  fifVy. 

In  the  Kingdom  of  Gkeat  Britain,  five  hundred 
is  not  thought  too  fi^reat  a  representation:  and  can 
one  hundred  and  thirteen,  which  is  the  f^eatest 
number  contended  for,  be  considered  in  this  coun- 
try as  a  huge  and  impracticable  mass  of  repre-' 
sentation? 

It  had  ever  appeared  to  him  to  be  among  the 
strongest  marks  of  our  youth  and  inexperience, 
that  we  grow  wise  too  suddenly.  He  was  afraid 
this  instantaneous  wisdom  which  sprung  up  so  at 
once,  and  set  at  nought,  or  removed  to  the  extreme 
of  aosurdity  and  folly,  the  deliberate  and  tried 
opinions  of  the  most  profound  and  enlightened 
among  men,  in  circumstances  peculiarly  favorable 
to  honest  decision,  will  itself  be  left  by  time  on 
that  extreme. 

And  how  does  this  compare  with  the  opinion 
and  experience  of  this  Country  in  the  State  Gro- 
vernments?  The  idea  had  before  been  called  up, 
but  in  his  opinion  justice  was  by  no  means  done  to 
the  comparison.  It  had  been  said,  that  the  States 
in  general  had  found  their  representation  too  lar^e, 
and  were  diminishing  it.  Let  another  view  oe 
taken  of  the  comparison:  A  state  will  not  suffer 
the  ordinary  business  of  its  own  internal  legisla- 
tion to  be  intrusted  to  fewer  Representatives  than 
from  one  to  two  hundred,  and  in  some  instances 
more,  and  yet  in  the  Feaeral  Grovemment  they 
are  ooliged  to  submit  to  a  legislation  which  can 
much  more  substantially  affect  their  happiness 
and  prosperity,  and  perhaps  they  have  there  but 
a  single  Representative,  or  at  most  but  five  or  six. 
The  slightest  comparison  shows,  that  there  is  no 
manner  of  proportion  between  them;  that  they 
are  irreconcneaoly  distorted.  Surely  s^entlemen  of 
the  opposite  opimon  will  not  have  the  effrontery 
to  attempt  to  draw  an  argument  from  that  source 
for  diminishing  the  present  representation. 

The  several  State  Conventions  which  had 
thought  proper  to  animadvert  at  all  upon  the 
Federal  Constitution,  had  pretty  uniformly  ex- 
pressed their,  wish  that  the  representation  snould 
be  increased.  Theorists  in  Grovemment.  so  far  as 
he  had  been  informed,  had  generally  given  their 
opinion  that  this  part  was  too  small,  and  out  of 
proportion.  He  was  as  far  from  venerating  mere 
theories  of  Government  as  any  man,  and  was  sen- 
sible they  must  adjust  themselves  to  the  times  and 
circumstances  of  the  people.  But  it  would  not  be 
useless  to  inquire — How  does  this  appear  in  prac- 
tice?   He  could  say,  for  himself,  tnat  it  brought 
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his  own  mind  to  the  same  conclnsion,  that  it  was 
the  part  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  of  all  others, 
most  defective  and  insecure.  Thirty-three  mem- 
bers had  formed  the  House,  seventeen  was  a  ma- 
jority, and  equal  to  the  decision  of  any  question. 
Questions  had  already  occurred,  involving  proper- 
ty to  the  amount  of  from  fifty  to  eighty  millions 
of  dollars,  and  much  of  it  in  the  han&  of  the  most 
darinff  individuals,  rendered  desperate  by  their 
apecmations.  He  did  not  say  there  had  been  any 
foundation  for  uneasy  apprehensions  from  that 
quarter;  but  he  did  say,  that  in  other  countries  it 
would  be  supposed  to  be  a  most  dangerous  experi- 
ment upon  the  passions  and  impemctions  or  hu- 
man nature.  But  it  had  been  said,  and  with  an 
unexpected  assurance,  that  increasing  the  numbers 
did  not  increase  the  security  against  these  evils. 
if  BO,  why  not  reduce  it  at  once  to  the  venerable 
aumber  tnirteen;  or,  indeed,  three;  which  wouhi 

S've  us  as  great  a  security  as  the  whole  body  of 
e  people?  It  is  idle  to  pursue  observations  on 
such  a  point:  the  mind  that  can  ask  for  reasoning 
upon  it,  can  scarcely  be  supposed  in  a  situation  to 
be  benefited  by  reasons. 

The  Federal  Gk)vemment,  it  must  be  admitted, 
is  in  fact  petty  highly  seasoned  with  prerog;a- 
tive;  practice  Kas  already  evinced  the  necessity, 
in  many  instances,  of  increasing  it,  by  devolving 
much  of  the  Legislative  power  upon  the  Execu- 
tive Department,  arising  from  the  difficulty  of 
making  particular  provisions  and  details  in  our 
laws,  and  accommodating  them  to  the  various  in- 
terests of  so  extensive  a  country. 

The  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  has  many 
traits  of  a  perpetual — at  least  of  a  very  solid  con- 
stituent part  of  the  Qovemment.  He  did  not  men- 
tion these  as  imperfections  in  the  Gk>vemment; 
they  are  perfections,  if  the  other  parts  can  be  in 
due  proportion:  but  it  is  surely  a  sound  reason 
a^inst  takioff  positive  measures  at  this  time  to 
diminish  the  Uepresentative  branch.  For  his  own 
nart,  he  was  not  well  satisfied  as  to  the  intention. 
if  there  is  any  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  Go- 
vernment will  depart  from  tne  point  on  which  it 
was  first  placed,  he  could  scarcely  suppose  that 
any  one  could  be  honestly  alarmed  with  the  fear 
that  the  deoarture  would  be  towards  Democracy. 
He  concluded,  by  expressing  his  hopes  that  the 
representation  to  the  next  Congress  would  be  fixed 
at  one  for  thirty  thousand,  as  it  had  hitherto  been, 
and  that  the  motion  for  striking  out  would  not 
prevail. 

At  this  point  the  Committee  rose,  and  had  leave 
-to  sit  again. 


Friday,  November  11. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment;  but 
as  a  g[reat  proportion  of  the  members  were  on 
committees,  who  were  not  ready  to  report,  Mr. 
Stbblb  moved  that,  in  order  to  afford  those  com- 
mittees time  to  prepare  and  brinff  in  their  respect- 
ive reports,  theliouse  should  a^ourn  until  Mon- 
day next;  which  motion  was  unanimously  agreed 
to. 


John  W.  Kittbra,  from  Pennsylvania,  ap- 
peared, produced  his  credentials,  and  took  his  seat 
m  the  House  to«day. 

Monday,  November  14. 

A  petiti(Hi  of  James  Jackson,  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
complaining  or  the  undue  election  and  return  m 
Anthony  W  aynb,  one  of  the  members  returned 
to  serve  in  this  House  for  the  said  State. 

Mr.  Baldwin  moved  that  the  petition  should  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elections.  He 
offered  several  observations  to  show  the  propriety 
of  giving  early  attention  to  the  business,  particu- 
larly as  the  contested  election  took  place  in  the 
remotest  part  of  the  remotest  State  in  the  Union. 
It  was  observed  that  a  reference  to  the  committee 
appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  establishing  an 
uniform  mode  of  proceeding  in  cases  of  contested 
elections,  appeared  to  be  the  most  eligible.  A 
reference  to  the  Committee  of  Elections  was  ob- 
jected to,  as  the  subject  did  not  come  within  their 
cognizance,  as  that  committee  can  only  determine 
respecting  the  certificate,  &Cj^  which  are  required 
from  the  Executive  of  the  State  to  entitle  to  a 
seat  in  the  House.  A  reference  to  the  cmnmittee 
appointed  to  report  a  bill  was  also  objected  to,  as 
that  committee  was  not  authorized  to  take  notice 
of  past  transactions,  or  to  report  a  retrospective 
regulation.  A  select  committee  was  mentioned, 
agreeably  to  the  mode  adopted  in  the  two  con- 
teste«l  elections  which  occurred  in  the  first  Con- 
gress ;  but,  it  bein^  observed  that  the  petition  was 
unaccompanied  with  the  requisite  documents  men- 
tioned in  it,  Mr.  B.  withdrew  his  motion,  and  the 
petition  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  petition  of  Moses  Hazen  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  the  settlement  of  a  claim 
against  the  United  States  as  an  officer  in  the  late 
army. 

Ordered^  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  by  Mr.  Secretary  Lear,  with  a 
copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia, 
ratifying  the  first  article  in  the  amendments  pro- 
posed by  Congress  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States ;  also,  sundry  papers  relative  to  a 
purchase  of  land  on  the  Great  Miami,  by  John  C 
Symmes. 

Ordered^  That  the  papers  relating  to  the  Miami 
purchase  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed 
to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  biUs  to  establish 
offices  for  the  purpose  of  granting  lands  within  the 
territories  of  the  United  States. 

The  petition  of  Stephen  Zachary,  merchant,  of 
Baltimore,  was  read,  stating  that,  in  consequence 
of  an  unintentional  error  in  a  bill  of  sale  of  a 
vessel  purchased  at  Port-au-Prince,  he  had  been 
obliged  to  pay  extra  tonna^  duties,  and  praying 
relief.  On  motion,  this  petition  was  referred  to  a 
select  ccHnmittee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Fitb- 
8IM 0N8,  HuoER,  and  Oilman. 

A  petition  of  the  distillers  of  spirits  in  the  town 
of  Baltimore  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  praying  a  reduction  of  duties,  and  farther  re- 
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yision  and  amendment  of  the  act  passed  at  the 
last  session^  for  laying  duties  upon  spirits  distilled 
within  the  United  States.  Referred  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter -and 
Report  from  the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  set- 
tliB({  the  accounts  between  the  United  States  and 
the  mdividual  States ;  which  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  member,  in  his  place,  produced  certain  papers 
respecting  the  sale  and  dia9o#ition  of  the  marine 
hospital  m  the  State  of  Virginia;  which  were 
reao,  and  ordered  to  be  referr^  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  with  instruction  to  examine  the 
same  and  report  his  opinion  thereupon  to  the 
House. 

A  petition  of  sundrv  persons,  citizens  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  who  are  holders  of  certain 
biUs  of  credit  emitted  under  the  authcnrity  of  the 
late  Congress,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty,  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  praying  that  adequate  provision  mav  be 
made  for  the  redemption  of  the  principal  and  in- 
terest of  the  said  bills  of  credit,  and  that  they  may 
be  put  on  a  footing  with  other  public  creditors  of 
the  United  States. 

Ordered*  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  a  Report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  petition  of  Rufus 
Hamilton,  which  was  made  to  tne  House  of  Re- 
presentatives the  twenty-second  of  June,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety,  stating  sundry 
reasons  in  opposition  to  the  claim  of  the  said 
Rufus  Hamilton.  Whereupon, 

JReaohedf  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition 
eannot  be  granted. 

RATIO  or  REPRESENTATION. 

The  House  asain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Schedule  of  the 
BInumeration  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  FufDLiY  declared  himself  to  be  in  favor  of 
one  Representative  for  every  thirty  thousand  per- 
sons. The  opinion  of  the  people  should  be  the 
guide  of  the  committee ;  that  ojunion,  he  conceiv- 
ed^ be  in  favor  of  the  ratio  he  had  mentioned. 

The  representation  ought  as  nearly  as  jiossiUe 
to  express  not  only  the  will,  but  to  participate  in 
the  wishes  and  interests  of  the  people;  A  large 
representation  embraces  these  interests  more  fm- 
iy,  and  is  more  competent  to  giving  and  receiv- 
ing information.  The  objects  of  legislation  are 
such  as  come  home  to  the  doors,  to  the  feelings  of 
every  man ;  the  Government  ought  therefore  to 
aecure  the  confidence  of  the  peofue  by  a  large  re- 
presentation. The  expense  ne  considered  «» tri- 
fling compared  to  the  benefits — and  the  people 
«xpect  and  are  willing  to  pay  for  being  well  fp- 
vemed«  and  having  their  liberties  secure.  An  m- 
•creased  representetion,  is  an  additional  security 
against  comu>tion.  As  to  delays  occastoned  by  a 
numerous  bodv,  he  observed,  that  the  Representa- 
tives were  cnosen  to  deliberate  and  to  mature 
every  subject  befwe  decision;  he  mstaiiced  the 
advantages  derived  from  the  numerous  repneeent- 


ations  in  France  and  in  Ireland;  the  former  had 
framed  a  Constitution  in  two  yeais  for  twenty-dx 
millions  of  citizens^  and  provided  for  securing  the 
Liberties  of  their  Country — and  the  latter  had 
proved  a  successful  barrier  against  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  arbitrary  power  of  England.  He 
concluded,  by  asserting  that  the  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple was  in  favor  of  t^  amendment  proposed  to^ 
the  Constitution,  which  would  give  one  Represent- 
ative to  every  thirty  thousand  persons. 

Mr.  61LS8  said  thissubjecthad  struck  him  in  two 
points  of  view:  whether  Congress  are  not  preclud- 
ed from  exercising  any  discretion  on  the  subject"? 
and  whether,  if  &ey  are  not,  it  is  expedient  for 
them  toexercise  this  discretion  at  this  time?  The 
ratio  of  representation  is  a  Constitutional,  and  not 
a  Legislative  act  He  referred  to  the  Constitution, 
in  which  it  is  said  that  there  shall  be  one  Repre- 
sentative to  every  State;  and  secondly,  that  until 
the  enumeration,  the  number  should  be  as  therein 
appointed  to  eacn  State.    After  the  enumeration, 
the  number  is  mentioned  below  which  it  shall  not 
be  placed ;  but  there  is  a  ne^tive  power  to  in- 
crease the  ratio,  and  from  this  n^ative  power,  a 
positive  discretionary  power  is  inferred.    But,  ke 
observed,  that  Congress  had  precluded  itself  from 
a  ri^ht  to  exercise  this  discretionary  power^  by 
sendmg  out  to  the  several  State  Legislatures  an 
amendment  on  this  v^y  subject  This  amendment 
he  considered  in  a  serious  point  of  view ;  and  had 
this  idea  been  attended  to  at  the  commencement 
of  the  discussion^  he  conceived  that  it  would  have 
prevented  the  opinion  from  hemg  brought  forward, 
whether  it  was  expedient  that  any  change  in  the 
ratio  of  the  representation  should  take  place.  The 
idea  of  one  to  thirty  thousand,  he  considered  as 
fiilly  settled  in  the  minds  of  the  pec^de;  and  a 
change  on  the  part  of  the  Government  would  indi* 
cate  a  chang^eable  disposition,  and  a  mutability  of 
counsels,  wmch  is  but  another  name  for  weakness. 

The  sense  of  the  people  has  been  resorted  to 
bv  gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the  question.  This, 
it  it  can  be  ascertained,  is  undoubtedly  the  best 
suide ;  and  he  thought  those  in  favor  of  one  to 
thirty  thousand  had  with  great  propriety  referred 
to  the  Conventions,  and  to  the  acts  of  Congress 
itself.  But  the  amendments  are  said  to  have  heea 
a  matter  of  c(»npromise,  and  were  insincerely  ac* 
ceded  to  by  the  majority ;  but  even  on  this  ground^ 
he  conceived,  that  the  sense  of  the  peoj^e  was 
equally  as  well  declared.  He,  however,  difiered 
from  gentlemen  in  respect  to  the  motives  which 
produced  those  amenom^its.  In  the  State  he 
came  from,  both  Federalists  and  anti-Federalists 
are  fully  of  opinion  that  further  security  as  to  the 
re^es^itation  is  requisite. 

The  numerous  representations  of  the  States, 
whatever  inconveniences  may  attend  them^  plain- 
ly show  the  sense  of  the  people  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  G.  then  took  a  view  of  the  objects  of  leg^ 
lation  to  the  Stale  Assemblies,  and  of  those  a(  the 
General  €k>vemment.  In  the  former,  above  one 
thousand  persons  are  employed,  though  their  at- 
tention is  confined  to  their  internal  poGce.  Those 
of  the  General  Governments  on  the  other  ha&d« 
are  on  the  great  objects  of  tne  whole  finanoe  01 
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the  Union,  a  sum  of  more  than  eighty  millions  of 
dollars,  &c..  d^. 

It  is  saia  that  we  shall  want  abilities,  but  I 
should  be  sorry  if  a  representation  of  ten  times 
the  iH'esent  number  of  this  House  should  comprise 
the  abilities  of  a  single  State. 

He  assigned  different  causes  than  numbers,  for 
the  corruption  in  the  British  House  of  Commons; 
among  these  were  the  frequent  mortgages  of  the 
funds,  and  the  immense  appropriations  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Executive,  the  mode  of  their  elections, 
dbc.  A  large  number  is  not  so  easily  corrupted  as 
a  small  body. 

An  inequality  of  circumstances,  he  then  observ- 
ed, produces  revolutions  in  Gk)vemment,  from 
Democracy  to  Aristocracy  and  Monarchy.  Great 
wealth  produces  a  desire  of  distinctions,  rank,  and 
titles.  The  revolutions  in  property  in  this  coun- 
try have  created  a  prodigious  inequality  of  cir- 
cumstances. Gk)vemment  has  contributed  to  this 
inequality ;  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  a 
most  important  machine  in  promoting  the  objects 
of  this  moneyed  interest.  This  Bank  will  be  the 
most  powei^ful  engine  to  corrupt  this  House.  Some 
of  the  members  are  directors  of  this  institution; 
and  it  will  only  be  by  increasing  the  representa- 
tion that  an  adequate  barrier  can  be  opposed  to 
this  moneyed  interest.  He  next  adverted  to  certain 
ideas  which  he  said  had  been  disseminated  through 
the  United  States ;  and  here  he  took  occasion  to 
observe,  that  the  Legislature  ought  to  express  some 
public  disapprobation  of  these  opinions.  The  strong 
Executive  of  this  Gk>vernment  ought  to  be  balan- 
ced by  a  Ml  representation  in  this  House.  He 
hopea  the  motion  to  strike  out  thirty  thousand 
would  not  obtain. 

Mr.  BotmiNOT  closed  the  debate  of  this  day^  by 
a  few  remarksj  reinforcing  his  former  observations 
in  favor  of  an  mcreased  ratio. 


Tuesday,  November  15. 

Mr.  Sedgwick,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  respecting  fugitives  from  justice, 
and  from  the  service  of  masters ;  which  VTas  re- 
ceived^ read  twice,  and  committed. 

RATIO  OF  REPRESENTATION. 

The  House  a^un  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wliole  House  on  the  Schedule  of 
the  Enumeration  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Page  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman  :  I  can  no  longer  refrain  from  ex- 
pressing my  sentiments  respecting  the  question 
Defore  the  Committee ;  not  only  b^ause  I  wish  if 
possible  to  remove  the  error  which  I  think  several 
members,  for  whom  I  have  the  highest  respect, 
have  fallen  into,  but  because  I  feel  myself  more 
interested  in  the  question  than  I  ever  was  in  any 
one  I  have  had  to  decide  on. 

Sir,  it  gave  me  pain  to  find  those  worthy  mem- 
bers calculating  and  coldly  applying  the  rules  of 
arithmetic  to  a  subject  beyond  the  power  of  num- 
bers to  express  the  dc^ee  of  its  importance  to 
their  fellow-citizens,  f  was  distressed,  sir,  to  find 
that,  in  their  honest  zeal  for  securing  order,  de- 


spatch of  business,  and  dignity  in  respectability  of 
members  in  the  General  Legislature,  they  used 
arguments  which  have  been  applied  in  other 
coimtries  to  the  establishment  of  insolent  Aristo- 
cracies— in  some,  tyrannical  Despotisms — and  in 
others.  Kings ;  those  countries  which  were  most  on 
their  guard  with  a  semblance  of  a  free  Gk)vemment. 

Sir,  the  errors  I  wish  td  correct  are  these: 
They  think  that  because  it  is  jm^posed,  by  a  pro- 
posed  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  to  authorize 
them  to  interfere  in  the  business  of  ascertaining 
and  fixing  the  ratio  of  representation  to  the  j>opu- 
lation  of  the  States,  that  Congress  ou^ht,  without 
any  hesitation^  to  enter  on  tnat  busmess ;  but  I 
humbly  conceive  that  Conj^ess,  as  this  is  a  deli- 
cate question  in  which  their  own  weight  and  im- 
portance must  unite  with  the  weight  and  substan- 
tial interest  of  their  constituents,  ought  to  listen  to 
the  suggestions  of  delicacy,  and  leave  its  discus- 
sion to  a  disinterested  convention  of  the  States. 
I  say  irappearsto  me  no  small  error  to  quit  the 
plain  path  of  legislation,  marked  out  for  us  by  the 
Constitution,  needlessly  to  wander  into  the  field 
of  political  speculation  respecting  its  supposed 
defects. 

Let  me,  therefore,  advise  to  leave  the  restriclaon 
of  the  numbers  of  members  of  this  House  to  the 
people,  or  to  some  future  Congress,  which  can  see 
more  plainly  than  can  now  be  descried,  the  evils  of 
a  too  numerous  representation.  By  so  doing,  we 
shall  avoid,  if  not  an  improper  measure,  at  lout  a 
rash  step— ^t  least  we  shall  stand  clear  of  a  charge 
of  indehcacy,  and  deprive  our  enemies  of  the  tri- 
umph they  expected  in  the  completion  of  their 
predictions,  that  Congress  would  never  propose 
any  amendments  to  the  Constitution  but  such  as 
would  be  subservient  to  their  own  views  and  ag- 
grandizement. Let  us  not  give  the  enemies  of 
our  new  Government  cause  to  exult,  and  its  friends 
to  sigh  and  mourn.  Let  us  not  give  our  friends 
occasion  to  repeat  what  many  have  said,  that  so 
many  of  our  citizens  have  been  led  away  by  theo- 
retical writers  on  Gk)vemment,  as  to  render  it 
problematical  whether  the  American  States  are 
not  at  this  time  as  much  indebted  to  the  National 
Assembly  for  its  remains  of  Republican  princi- 
ples, as  France  was  to  Congress,  m  1776,  for  their 
first  ideas  of  that  Liberty  which  they  now  enjoy. 
Let  us  not,  in  this  moment  of  general  exultation 
of  the  friends  to  the  Ri^rhts  of  Man,  take  a  step 
which  may  damp  their  joy.  and  lead  them  to  fear 
that  Americans,  who  were  foremost  in  the  glorious 
career  of  Liberty,  have  stopped  short 

'But,  sir,  grantmg  that  we  were  no^^  sitting  in 
full  Convention,  convened  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
altering  that  article  of  the  Constitution  which  re- 
spects the  number  of  Representatives,  would  it 
not  become  us  to  consider  rather  what  was  the 
sense  of  the  members  who  framed  that  Constita- 
tion,  and  what  was  and  is  the  sense  of  their  con- 
stituents and  our  own  respecting  it,  than  what 
may  be  the  result  of  our  inquiries  concerning  the 
speculative  opinions  of  writers  on  the  subject  of 
Uovemment.  or  even  the  real  consequences  of  the 
most  plaunble  theories  reduced  to  practice  in  other 
countries? 
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But,  not  to  take  up  the  precious  <  thne  of  this 
House  with  relations  of  facts  to  show  what  was 
and  is  the  opinion  of  our  fellow-citizens  on  this 
interesting  subject,  I  will  onljr  state  a  few  argu- 
ments which  have  weight  with  me  as  being  in 
themselves  evident  truths,  viz :  Our  Constitution 
being  framed  by  the  people,  and  introduced  to  us 
in  their  name,  and  Congress  being  the  creatures 
of  their  will,  spoken  into  existence  by  the  word  of 
their  power,  for  Congress  to  lessen  their  weight, 
to  diminish  their  importance,  and  to  exclude  them 
fjtom  as  full  a  share  m  their  own  Qovernment  as 
can  be  consistent  with  the  nature  of  it,  and  indeed 
from  that  share  which  they  claim,  must  be  im- 
pc^tic  and  dangerous. 

But,  granting  that  the  people  wished  not  a 
greater  share  in  the  Gtoerat  €k>vemment  than  is 
poponed  by  the  amendment,  as  it  is  impossible, 
m  a  country  like  the  United  States,  that  one  man 
can  be  sufficiently  informed  of  the  opinions,  wishes, 
and  real  interests  of  thirty-five  thonsana  of  his 
fellow-citizens,  and  therefore  laws  might  be  en- 
acted contrary  to  the  opinions,  wishes,  and  inter- 
ests of  the  peq[>le,  in  which  they  might  neverthe- 
less acquiesce,  sacrificing  their  interests  for  the 
sake  of  peace  and  quiet  to  the  wills  of  their  Re- 
presentatives, one  thirty-five  thousandth  part  of 
their  own  number,  what  friend  to  his  country 
would  wish  to  see  such  a  dangerous  influence  on 
the  one  hand,  and  such  a  blind  submission  on  the 
other  1  How  long  could  an  enlightened  people 
remain  in  such  a  state  of  tnsensibiuty  and  torpor? 
And  what  might  not  be  the  consequence  of  their 
awakening  from  their  lethargy  ?  If  not  an  expen- 
sive revolution,  an  expensive  repeal  of  laws.  And 
here  I  will  remark,  that  the  smallest  number  of 
Legislators,  and  they,  too,  well  selected  for  their 
wisdom  and  respectability,  if  unacquainted  with 
their  constituents,  might  pass  well-framed  laws, 
founded  on  the  vnsdom  of  other  countries,  and  yet 
find  them  disagreeable  to  their  constituents,  and 
be  under  a  necessity  of  repealing  them ;  but  this 
could  not  be  the  case,  if  tne  people  had  in  that 
Legislature  a  sufficient  number  of  Representa- 
tives on  whose  fidelity,  attachment,  and  disinter- 
estedness they  could  r^ly.  This,  sir,  is  a  truth 
worthy  of  our  attention — an  ignorance  of  which, 
or  inattention  thereto.  I  suspect  has  been  the  occa- 
sion of  much  politicai  evil  m  the  world.  Happily 
for  France,  the  peoj^e  had  such  a  number  of  Re- 
presentatives in  the  National  Assembly  as  could, 
engage  their  feeling,  inform  their  juogment,  at- 
tacn  their  interest,  and  establish  their  confidence 
in  their  fidelity  and  disinterestedness;  had  that 
number  been  much  smaller,  it  is  probable  France 
would  never  have  been  delivered  from  oppression 
by  their  exertions. 

I  believe  the  National  Assembly  have  judged 
about  seven  hundred  and  fifty  members  sumcient 
to  represent  their  people,  which  on  a  supposition 
that  they  amount  even  to  twenty-six  milhons,  will 
be  one  Representative  for  every  thirty-four  thou- 
sand ;  a  larger  representation  than  is  proposed  by 
the  amendment  before  us ;  but,  sir,  it  is  not  and 
cannot  be  the  interest  or  wish  of  the  people  at 
large  to  have  a  small  representation  in  Congress 


under  the  present  Government.  We  are  told, 
however,  that  to  avoid  expense  the  people  wish 
it ;  and  that  to  avoid  confusion  in  this  House  we 
should  comply  with  that  wish.  With  respect  to 
the  article  of  expense^  I  think  we  may  with  pro- 
priety make  use  of  arithmetical  calculations,  and 
to  find  how  much  at  six  dollars  per  day  paid  to 
one  Representative  it  would  cost  the  thirty  thou- 
sand, divide  six  hundred  cents  by  thirty  thousand, 
the  number  of  citizens — and  we  have  one^tieth 
of  a  cent  per  diem,  the  expense  of  each  citizen,  if 
to  be  equally  divided  amongst  them;  that  is,  one 
cent  for  every  fifty  citizens  per' diem,  or  which 
must  be  the  same  thing,  one  cent  must  be  paid  bj 
each  citizen  for  every  nfty  days  session  of  their 
Representative  in  Confess.  Sir,  I  have  the  con- 
solation to  find  that  if  our  Constitution  had  one 
Representative  for  every  fifteen,  instead  of  thirty 
thousand,  they  could  well  afford  to  pay  them,  and 
that  if  it  were  even  more  expensive  as  to  the  pay- 
ment of  members,  yet  th»  people  would  most  cer- 
tainly be  better  satisfied  with  the  laws  which  they 
would  then  have  so  ^eat  a  share  in  framing.  The 
people  see  that  if  their  interests  are  not  wefi  guard- 
ed by  a  sufficient  number  of  their  fellow-citizens, 
^who  have  a  fellow-feeling,  a  common  interest,  they 
may  be  sacrificed  to  the  ambition  of  some,  or  the 
vanity  of  others.  I  trust,  sir,  that  they  know  too 
well  the  high  price  they  have  paid  for  the  pur- 
chase of  their  Liberties,  to  be  unwilling  to  pay  a 
few  farthings  for  the  only  possible  means  ot  pre- 
serving them.  They  see  now  that  the  Monarchi- 
cal and  Aristocratical  part  of  Gk)vemment  is  to  be 
restrained — the  former  from  absolute  tyranny,  and 
the  latter  from  an  insufferable  insolence,  by  a  very 
numerous  body  of  the  Representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple alone.  Americans  know,  sir,  that  Monarchical 
Qovemments  were  necessary  for  the  {H'Otection  of 
weak,  ijgnorant  people,  against  the  encroachments 
of  ambitious  and  ferocious  neighbors :  and  for  the 
preservation  of  order  amongst  themselves :  that  an 
Aristocratical  form  became  convenient  to  protect 
them  against  the  oppression  of  tvranny  springing 
up  out  of  Monarchy;  that  this  form  was  adapted 
to  a  small  progress  in  the  science  of  Government 
and  that  these  two  forms  properly  checked  ana 
controlled  by  the  Democratical  form,  is  still  better 
suited  to  a  general  knowledge  of  that  science ;  that 
a  Representative  Goyernment,  such  as  their  own 
is,  every  part  of  which  is  more  or  less  pervaded 
by  the  spirit  of  representation,  cannot  by  any  other 
means  be  so  perfectly  secured,  as  by  their  having 
at  least  as  fliU  a  share  as  they  have  claimed  in  the 
Democratical  branch  of  their  Gk)vemment 

I  know,  sir,  that  many  friends  of  our  Constitu- 
tion thought  that  the  Uonvention  did  not  pay  a 
sufficient  attention  to  the  interests  of  their  consti- 
tuents, when  they  restrained  them  from  haying 
more  than  one  Representative  for  every  thirty 
thousand  citizens.  I  know  that  there  is  a  report 
that  the  people  are  indebted  to  their  Presidient 
even  for  this  share  in  their  Government ;  and  I 
believe,  sir,  if  this  report  be  true,  that  whatever 
has  been  so  justly  said  of  him,  as  compared  to 
Fabius,  to  Hannihal,  to  Alexander,  may  be  for- 
gotten, when  this  instance  of  his  wisdom,  disin- 
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terestedness,  and  attachment  to  the  interests  of  his 
fallow-citizens,  wiU  he  more  and  more  known  and 
«pplauded,  ana  be  forerer  engraved  on  the  hearts 
of  their  posterity.  Shall  we,  then,  Mr.  Chairman, 
the  direct  Representatives  of  the  people,  be  less 
attentive  to  their  interest,  and  that  too  respecting 
their  share  in  the  deliberations  of  their  own  House 
of  Representatives,  than  the  President  of  their 
Convention  was?    I  trast  not. 

I  will  not  pretend  to  say,  however,  whether  in 
an  Assembly  where  attem|>ts  are  frequently  made, 
to  carry  into  effect  the  projects  of  Monarcnioal  or 
Aristocratical  juntos,  the  virtuous  stru^les  of  pa- 
triotic members  may  not  produce  mol^uke  disor- 
ders ;  but  in  an  Assembly  like  Congress,  where  I 
should  suppose  no  such  question  can  be  agitated ; 
none  whkh  may  not  be  discussed  vnth  temper  and 
decency,  such  uisorder  need  not  be  apprehended. 
I  should  suppose  there  would  be  less  danger  of 
animosities  and  disorderly  debates  in  Congress, 
amonffst  twelve  hundi«d  members,  than  in  the 
British  Parliament,  if  it  consisted  but  of  one  hun- 
dred. Where  we  nave  all  but  one  and  the  same 
ffreat  object  in  view,  the  happiness  of  our  country, 
(not  the  interests  of  a  particular  body  of  men  bom 
with  privileges  insulting  to  the  feeling  and  rights 
of  freemen,  nor  the  whmis  of  an  individual,  bom 
to  tram^e  on  his  fellow  creatures,)  we  can  have 
DO  cause  to  be  dissatisfied  with  one  another. 

Surely,  sir,  unless  these  gentlemen  suppose  the 
members  of  Congress  void  of  sense,  or  of  every 
idea  of  decency  and  propriety,  they  cannot  sup- 
pose that  even  ^ye  hundred  members  would  not 
oe  ea^ly  restrained  within  the  bounds  of  order. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  conclude  that  neither  an 
apprehension  of  expense,  nor  of  disorderly  debates, 
ou^ht  to  induce  this  Committee  to  run  tne  risk  of 
'beukf  charged  with  indelicacy,  if  not  of  sacrificing 
the  mterests  of  their  constituents.  I  hope,  there- 
fore, that  the  worthy  and  ingenious  memoers  who, 
by  supporting  the  amendment,  have  produced  a 
roll  discussion  of  the  question,  will  now  join  with 
me,  and  a  great  majority,  in  voting  against  it. 

Mr.  Steble  said  he  snould  not  have  troubled 
the  Committee  again  if  his  observations  had  not 
been  distorted  by  the  remarks  which  had  been 
made  on  them.  He  hoped  that  what  he  should 
offer  on  some  of  the  opinions  which  had  fallen 
from  ffentlemen  in  opposition  to  him  would  be  re- 
ceived with  that  candor  with  which  he  should  de- 
liver them.  He  professed  to  be  as  warm  a  friend 
to  the  Liberties  of  the  People  as  any  man,  but  he 
differed  in  his  ideas  respecting  the  measures  which 
would  most  effectually  secure  them.  The  present 
question,  he  thought,  was  not  particularly  mte- 
restinff  to  the  Liberties  of  the  People,  as  the  point 
of  difference  would  not  make  a  very  great  varia- 
tion in  that  number  of  the  representative  body 
"iiduch  appeared  to  be  the  most  raigible  to  the  ma- 
jority of  the  committee.  But  the  principle  he 
ccmtended  for,  he  conceived,  had  a  very  important 
aspect  on  the  stability  of  the  Government.  The 
suDJect,  therefore,  should  be  considered  principally 
with  respect  to  leffislation^  the  great  and  essential 
principles  of  which  were  involved  in  the  discus- 
And  here  he  thought  that  our  own  experi- 


ence was  the  best  instructer,  for  the  exampleB 
quoted  from  Great  Britain  did  not,  in  his  opinion, 
apply  to  this  countnf  in  ail  respects ;  the  circum- 
stances of  the  people  of  the  respective  countried 
being  essentially  different 

The  States,  experiencing  the  difficulties  arising 
from  numerous  Representative  Assemblies,  have, 
in  several  instances,  diminished  them.  The  end- 
less divisibility  of  power  consequent  on  such  numr 
hers,  had  fully  satiBfied  the  people  that  the  want 
of  responsibility  was  the  pemicious  effect  of  a  large 
representation ;  they  are  therefore  reducing  those 
unwieldy  bodies  as  fast  as  they  can*  Pennsylvar 
nia  appeared  to  be  far  happier  since  the  reduction 
of  its  Assembly. 

A  lar^  sphere  of  representation  gave  the  peo- 
ple a  fairer  opportunity  to  select  the  best  charae- 
ters.  They  could  exercise  their  own  judgments 
unbiassed  and  uninfluenced.  The  trust  was  greater 
which  was  conferred ;  and  in  propOTtion  to  its  mag^ 
nitude  would  be  the  public  solicitude  that  it  shoiud 
not  be  improperly  delegated.  Besides  which,  it  is 
impossible,  in  a  lar^e  sphere  of  representation,  far 
candidates  to  practise  tnose  little  arts,  so  common 
at  elections ;  nor  can  they  go  round  and  take  every 
demagogue  of  the  district  by  the  hand  to  secure 
his  vote. 

As  European  examples  had  been  recurred  to, 
he  would  mention  one  circumstance  which  con- 
firmed the  justice  of  his  remarks.  Those  parts  of 
Great  Britain  which  are  divided  into  the  largest 
districts  send  the  smallest  number  of  Representa- 
tives— such  as  London  and  the  county  of  York. 
The  latter,  though  containing  more  mhabitants 
than  the  Ancient  Dominion,  sends  only  two  mem- 
bers to  Parliament ;  and  the  members  of  those  dis- 
tricts, it  is  remarkable,  have  always  been  the 
staunchest  friends  of  the  Liberties  or  the  Peoide. 
In  noticing  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Giuss  and  Mr. 
FiNDLET,  he  said,  that  the  object  of  representa- 
tion was  different  from  that  of  ^ving  iniormatioB 
to  their  constituents.  Legislation  was  their  great 
business ;  and  not  making  up  weekly  lar^  packets 
to  send  off  to  the  influential  characters  m  the  dis- 
tricts which  the  members  represented  on  the  floor 
of  that  House.  The  people,  it  is  tme,  have  a  right 
to  be  informed  of  puolic  measures,  and  it  is  the 
indispensable  duty  of  Gk)vemment  to  make  pro- 
vision for  that  purpose^  and  this  ought  to  be  doae 
through  the  medium  or  the  post  office.  This  me^ 
dium  IS  the  only  competent  one,  as  it  will  open 
the  way  for  that  general  information  which  is  ne- 
cessary to  the  security  and  to  the  Liberties  of  the 
People. 

With  respect  to  security  from  corruption  by 
means  of  a  numerous  representation,  he  still  re- 
tained his  former  opinion.  He  did  not  anticipate 
evils  fVom  that  quarter. 

He  observed,  that,  in  the  warmth  of  debate,  he 
had  before  expressed  himself  with  rather  more 
zeal  than  he  wished  he  had ;  but,  as  he  thought  an 
undue  degree  of  censure  had  been  the  consequence, 
it  was  become  necessary,  in  some  measure,  to  jus- 
tify himself,  by  citing  some  examples  to  show 
what  excesses  a  very  numerous  representative 
body  may  be  giulty  of.    He  then  related  a  &€t 
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which  occurred  in  Virginia,  the  Legislature  of 
which,  OA  a  certain  occasion,  had  act^  in  a  Le- 
gisiatire,  Executive,  and  Judicial  capacity.  He 
also  instanced  a  more  recent  fact,  in  the  secession 
firom  their  duty  of  a  considerable  body  of  the  Re- 
presentatives of  Pennsylvania.  These  facts  de- 
monstrated that  a  numerous  representative  body 
was  liable  to  a  mobbish  spirit. 

He  next  adverted  particularly  to  some  remarks 
of  BAr.  QiLBs^  and  concluded  by  saying,  that  if  the 
ratio  is  at  this  time  fixed  at  30,000,  it  must  here- 
after be  increased ;  in  doing  which,  some  serious 
difficulties  may  take  place,  especially  in  respect  to 
those  States  whose  numoer  of  Representatives 
must,  in  that  case,  be  reduced.  He  thought  it  best, 
there£6re,  to  agree  at  the  present  time  on  a  larger 
catia 

Mr.  Clabk  said,  he  did  not  rise  to  trouble  the 
House  with  a  lengthy  discourse,  for  he  had  always 
believed  that  long  ^eches  answer  no  valuable 
purpose.  He  meant  only  to  offer  a  few  remarks 
on  what  had  been  said  in  opposition'  to  his  former 
observations,  and  he  hoped  that,  although  the  gen- 
tkmen  contend  for  the  ratio  of  30,000  as  the  only 
basis  whereon  to  found  the  Liberties  of  the  Peo- 
ple, he  should  not  be  stiginatized  with  the  name 
of  an  Aristocrat  for  voting  in  favor  of  a  large  ratia 
Hitherto  he  had  not  borne  that  character,  and  he 
could  not  suppose  himself  yet  infected,  unless  he 
bad  caught  the  disorder  since  he  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  present  House.  Much  has  been  said 
about  the  influence  of  the  Bank,  and  that  bank 
directors  are  members  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives. The  Bank  (said  he)  is  public  property, 
and  therefore  he  could  not  see  the  force  of  the 
gentleman's  arguments  respecting  the  danserous 
mfluence  of  tluit  institution,  unless  it  was  that  he 
was  displeased  at  the  distribution  of  the  shares,  so 
much  of  the  stock  being  held  at  New  York  and 
to  the  Eastward,  and  so  little  at  Conogocheague. 
In  the  same  predicament  he  viewed  the  other  ob- 
jections respecting  the  influence  of  speculators ; 
ibr  he  did  not  know  that  any  members  of  the 
House  were  speculators,  neither  could  he  see  any 
danger  from  bribery. 

In  replv  to  Mr.  Fimdlbt's  observation,  that 
more  wisdom  would  be  brought  into  the  House 
by  increasing  the  ratio,  he  asked  whether  this 
would  not  a£o  bring  in  more  folly  ?  For  the  pro- 
bability is,  that  the  ratio  of  both  wisdom  and  folly 
will  increase  with  the  increase  of  numbers,  and 
likewise  of  honesty  and  dishonesty ;  and  witn  re- 
elect to  the  smallness  of  the  district,  or  that  it  was 
safer  for  a  small  number  to  send  a  member  than 
a  greater,  he  was  of  a  different  opinion,  as  he 
befieved  that  if  ever  the  practice  of  bribery  should 
come  into  play  in  America,  it  would  be  easier  for 
a  Representative  to  purchase  a  small  district  than 
m.  large  one.  If  ever  the  Liberties  of  the  People 
are  endangered^  it  will  not  be  by  the  smallness  of 
the  representation,  but  by  the  corruption  of  elect- 
ors and  elections.  This  is  the  door  which  Con- 
gress should  guard  in  the  strictest  manner,  and 
taat  will  secure  the  people  against  c(»Tuption  in 
the  House. 

A  geatlemau  from  Qeorgia  has  observed,  that 


the  disposition  of  a  ffreat  many  millions  of  dollars 
has  been  in  the  hands  of  a  quorum  of  this  House, 
of  whom  it  requires  only  seventeen  to  form  a  ma- 
jority. On  this  Mr.  C.  observed,  that  the  old 
Congress,  which  was  composed  of  a  much  smaller 
number,  were  intrusted  with  the  disposal  of  larger 
sums,  although  there  were  sometimes  only  two 
members  from  the  largest  State,  Virginia,  and  no 
complaints  were  heard  of  their  conduct 

But  there  is  an  argument  which  ought  to  have 
weight  in  the  present  question.  The  Senate,  al- 
though a  much  smaller  bodv  than,  this  House,  are 
fullv  competent  to  judge  of^  our  proceedings,  and 
of  the  safety  of  the  country.  Indeed,  (said  Mr.  C.,) 
it  appears  very  evident  to  me  that  we  are  not  m 
want  of  a  larger  number  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  debate  any  question,  if  it  be  consid- 
ered how  much  has  already  been  said  on  the  sub- 
ject now  before  us. 

Mr.  ViNiNG  expressed  much  surprise  that  the 
subject,  which  to  him  appeared  perfectly  defina- 
ble, should  have  occasioned  the  debate  to  travel  so 
widely  from  the  line  marked  out  by  the  Constitu- 
tion. The  pendulum  seems  to  vibrate  between 
the  numbers  81,  96,  and  113 :  and  should  that  pen- 
dulum rest  on  any  one  of  them  in  preference  to 
the  others^  he  could  not  suppose  that  it  would  af- 
fect the  Liberties  of  America.  Why,  the/efore,  all 
this  extraneous  aigument  about  a  point  of  so  easy 
decision?  We  are  sent  here  to  administer  the 
Government,  the  first  principles  of  which  are  al- 
ready fixed,  so  that  neither  oranch  can  encroach 
on  the  other.  The  Senate,  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, the  President,  have  each  defined  pow- 
ers ;  and  whilst  those  remain,  I  shall  always  be- 
lieve the  Liberties  of  America  are  invulnerable. 

Under  this  impression,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  shaQ 
vote  for  striking  out  30,000,  in  order  to  accommo- 
date the  question  to  a  medium.  But  I  shall  do 
this  on  different  principles  from  some  other  gen- 
tlemen ;  notwithstanding,  I  at  the  same  time  con- 
fess that  the  ratification  of  the  first  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  ought  to  govern  us  in  deciding 
this  question.  The  spirit  of  the  amendment  ap- 
pears to  me  clearly  to  imply  that  we  should  not 
suffer  the  number  of  Representatives  to  exceed 
one  for  30,000.  I  am  here,  not  as  a  person  who 
shall  exercise  discretionary  opinions,  but  judge  by 
the  letter  of  the  Constitution.  And  in  this  case 
we  may  increase  the  number,  but  we  cannot  make 
it  less  after  the  enumeration.  In  the  mean  time, 
until  that  enumeration  is  complete,  the  represent- 
ation remains  as  it  has  been  hitherto,  which  I  be- 
lieve may  be  about  one  member  to  every  40,000 
or  41,000. 

If  we  go  upon  theory  only,  I  would  enlarge  the 
representation  to  its  greatest  extent,  and  hand 
down  the  principle  to  futurity,  in  letters  of  gold, 
that  a  very  ffreat  representation — that  Democracy 
is  the  very  best  Government  that  can  possibly  be 
devised,  provided  it  were  practicable  to  give  it  sta- 
bility. Next  to  a  Government  as  free  as  theory 
could  extend,  we  have  the  freest  in  the  world — a 
Grovemment  of  representation,  which  will  increase 
with  the  population  of  the  country,  and  the  ten 
new  States  will  always  preserve  an  equilibrium ; 
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but  if  you  increase  it  to  an  extreme,  you  may  ren- 
der it  tumultuous,  although  it  may  oe  safe. 

Mr.  Chairman,  a  great  deal  has  been  said  of  the 
necessity  of  plantin^^  strong  guards  lurainst  the  in- 
vasions of  influential  characters.  Sir,  I  fear  no 
corruption ;  neither  can  I  see  the  ground  on  which 
it  can  make  an  entry  into  these  walls.  In  the 
British  Parliament  I  will  admit  that  corruption 
has  planted  her  standard ;  but  that  is  the  natural 
consequence  of  a  very  large  representation,  and  a 
constitution  widely  different  from  ours ;  and  yet, 
in  that  body,  how  many  patriots  have  we  not 
known  to  hold  forth  the,  language  of  freedom,  as 
loud  and  warm  as  in  any  part  of  the  earth !  But 
to  what  end  would  corruption  be  attempted  in  this 
Government,  which  is  in  itself  perfectly  rotatory  ? 
The  President  is  elective  every  four  years,  the  Se- 
nate, by  interlocations,  from  two  to  six  years,  and 
the  House  of  Representatives  every  two  years. 
Then,  surely,  sir,  there  is  no  need  of  guards  to 
prevent  the  encroachments  of  corruption,  and  the 
argument  is  not  in  the  least  applicable  to  the  pre- 
sent system  of  our  affairs.  The  difference  between 
the  State  Legislatures  and  the  National  one  af- 
fords another  security  to  the  citizen.  They  have 
the  power  of  life  and  death,  of  making  laws,  ^., 
and  Coqgress  have  a  concurrent  legislation  in  such 
affairs  as  are  proper.  Election  forms  another  bar- 
rier in  favor  of  the  Liberties  of  the  People ;  for, 
whilst  elections  are  kept  pure  and  free,  there  is 
double  security. 

Calculations  have  been  exhibited  by  several  gen- 
tlemen, and  I  have  likewise  made  one,  although 
not  so  old  or  experienced  in  calculations  as  some. 
But  I  find  that  all  those  vibrate  between  the  ratios 
of  30.000  and  40,000 ;  and  it  is  contended  that  the 
people  will  be  better  represented  by  adopting  the 
small  ratio,  which  produces  the  largest  representa- 
tion. But,  sir,  how  many  of  the  people  are  there 
who  are  not  represented?  Is  the  slave?  The 
infant  requires  nothing  more  than  nourishment 
from  nature.  By  misapplying  calculations,  you 
may  narrow  down  the  Government  so  much  as 
to  endanger  its  dissolution ;  but  if  kept  in  a  due 
medium,  you  insure  safety.  The  present  is  a 
larger  representation  than  either  France  or  Eng- 
land boasts.  I  wish,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  support 
the  State  Governments,  but  I  abo  wisn  to  support 
the  Federal  Government. 

I  cannot,  however,  see  the  propriety  of  compar- 
ing this  to  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  al- 
though that  is  called  a  Government  of  Represent- 
ation, consisting  of  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  one 
of  which  is  elective,  the  Lords  are  hereditary,  and 
the  King  can  do  no  wroiu^ ;  and  it  has  hitherto 
been,  I  believe,  the  next  best  Grovemment,  after 
.our  own,  in  the  world.  And  yet  we  know  with 
how  much  reluctance  Ireland  obtained  a  partici- 
pation of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  although  a  Flood  bellowed  forth  with  the 
voice  of  liberty  like  a  Demosthenes,  still  nothing 
could  induce  the  British  Ministry  to  give  way, 
until  the  volunteers  effected  it  And  have  we  not 
the  volunteers,  sir,  in  this  country  to  protect  our 
rights?  Yes,  sir,  the  American  volunteers  are 
perfectly  competent  to  this  service. 


To  return  to  calcularion  of  the  ratio  of  repre- 
sentation. Admitting  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina to  return  200,000  inhabitants,  then  the  ratio 
of  one  to  34,000  will  produce  one  hundred  mem* 
hers ;  if  the  ratio  of  30,000  be  adopted,  there  will 
be  an  increase  of  thirteen  members,  and  after- 
wards the  ratio  will  be  one  to  every  40,000,  until 
the  House  shall  consist  of  two  hunared  members, 
after  which  there  shall  not  be  less  than  two  hun- 
dred Representatives,  nor  more  than  one  for  every 
50,000  inhabitants.  This,  sir,  is  the  spirit  of  the 
amendment  already  adopted  by  nine  States ;  and 
shall  we  not  exercise  the  discretionary  power  de- 
legated to  us,  by  giving  celerity  to  tne  measure 
by  a  bill  ?  I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, that  a  trifling  expense  is  no  object  com- 
piared  to  the  security  of  the  people ;  but  I  am  sorry 
to  hear  any  thing  oi  locality  or  the  passions  of  the 
people  introduced  for  the  voice  of  the  people ;  for, 
if  locality  and  passion  were  to  govern  this  House, 
instead  of  vox  poptdi^  we  should  soon  have 
occasion  to  term  it  by  another  name,  tha  vox 
diabolL 

I  am  under  no  apprehensions  from  the  stock- 
holders of  the  Baiui^  or  the  speculators  in  the 
funds ;  for  it  is  their  interest  to  have  a  wise  and 
good  representation.  The  people  who  are  em- 
ployed in  the  more  simple  path  of  agriculture,  re- 
moved at  a  ^reat  distance,  are  not  more  interested 
in  the  security  of  the  Gk)vernment  than  the  more 
informed  stocxholder.  As  an  example  of  the  dis- 
cernment of  the  ff  reat  commercial  people  of  Lon- 
don and  Bristol,  I  need  only  mention  their  choice 
of  a  Fox  and  a  Burke,  for  until  a  late  day  Mr. 
Burke  was  the  champion  of  the  People  and  the 
'friend  of  Liberty. 

If  our  Senate  should  take  any  unwarrantable 
stride  towards  Aristocracy,  have  we  not  the  power 
to  check  them  ?  No  President  can  very  well  atr 
tempt  it  at  any  time  hereafter ;  and  we  are  per- 
fectly secure  in  the  present  time  from  all  suspi^ 
cion  of  corruption. 

The  State  which  I  represent  contains  59,000 
inhabitants,  and  yet  I  shall  feel  myself  acting  in 
the  line  of  my  duty  by  voting  for  a  ratio  of  34,000, 
as  coming  nearest  to  the  spirit  of  the  amendment. 
A  due  proportion  of  firmness  I  think  necessary  in 
the  Gk)vemment,  and  we  shall  weaken  it  by  any 
chaiijg;e  which  is  not  for  the  better.  I  shrink  from 
nothing,  sir,  but  a  breach  of  my  duty,  and  it  is  not 
the  public  voice  so  much  as  the  public'  good  that 
ouffht  to  be  considered. 

m  reply  to  the  analogy  introduced  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  of  a  road,  I  will  beg 
leave  to  mention  another.  Sujppose  a  pillar  was 
to  be  raised  which  could  be  easily  effected  by  one 
hundred  men,  and  that  two  or  three  hundred  were 
employed,  would  not  this,  in  the  language  of  the 
venerable  FRANELiN,be  paying  dear  for  the  whistle? 
But  this  is  a  subject  which  i  should  be  sorry  to 
view  with  a  ludicrous  face.  It  is  a  question  of 
Liberty,  wherein  the  State  Gk>vemments  have  an 
equal  share  of  security ;  and  let  the  pendulum  of 
the  ratio  alijB^ht  either  oelow  or  above  ninety-seven 
or  one  hundred  and  thirteen,  there  is  equal  safety. 
And  all  that  has  been  said  goes  to  proTe  that  as 
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the  population  increases,  we  ought  to  increase  the 
representation  in  that  ratio ;  and  at  present  I  think 
the  number  34,000  will  meet  the  sense  of  Ame- 
rica. 

Mr.  HiLLHODBB  said  he  had  eyes  been  a  friend 
to  a  Republican  form  of  Gk)yemment,  and  Grod 
forbid,  that  he  should  erer  give  his  vote  for  any 
measure  that  should  endanger  the  Liberties  of  his 
Country.  He  was  in  favor  of  an  energetic  Gk>- 
vemment,  as  that  alone  can  secure  the  blessings  of 
Liberty.  As  to  the  dread  of  corruption  in  this 
House,  which  some  gentlemen  appeared  to  enter- 
tain, he  thought  there  was  no  foundation  for  such 
an  apprehension ;  at  least  as  the  idea  refers  to  one 
or  two  hundred  Representatives — two  hundred  he 
contended,  were  as  easily  corrupted  as  one.  But 
the  ccHrruption  contemplated  was  a  mere  matter  of 
opinion ;  no  facts,  he  .presumed,  existed  in  this 
country  to  justify  a  positive  assertion ;  and  as  to 
foreign  countries,  it  seems  to  be  conceded  that  a 
larger  number  than  any  that  has  been  mentioned 
18  susceptible  of  undue  influence.  He  then  advert- 
ed to  the  restrictions  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  Senate,  in  respect  to  the  means  of 
corrupting  the  Legislature.  The  Constitution  has 
also  made  provision  to  secure  the  independence  of 
the  members.  &c.  He  then  urged  some  difficulties 
which  would  be  occasioned  by  a  small  ratio.  He 
observed  that  the  population  of  some  of  the  States 
is  nearly  stationary:  if  a  small  ratio  is  now  estab- 
lished, the  consequence  will  be  when  it  is  aug^ 
mented,  that  the  representation  of  those  States 
must  be  diminished.  This  would  be  a  measure 
that  would  be  greatly  disUked.  With  respect  to 
the  proposed  amendment,  he  thought  it  was  en- 
tirely out  of  the  question,  till  it  was  ratified  by 
three-fourths  of  the  States.  A  very  numerous 
representation  would  tend  to  weaken,  if  not  de- 
stroy the  State  Governments,  and,  in  the  issue, 
wcmld  destroy  the  General  Government.  For, 
said  he,  they  mutually  depend  on  each  other  for 
support. 

Mr.  Sedowiok  rose  for  inquiry.  Whether  if  the 
word  thirtv  should  be  struck  out,  it  can  be  restored? 
for,  though  he  wished  for  an  increase  of  the  ratio, 
yet  he  thought  it  ought  to  stop  short  of  forty  thou- 
sand. He  was  in  favor  of  making  the  proposed 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  the  rule  to  ^ide 
the  House.  He  had  no  idea  that  the  Liberties  of 
this  country  depended  on  the  difference  in  the 
representation  between  one  hundred  and  one  hun- 
dred and  thirteen  members.  With  more  than 
eighteen  hundred  watchmen,  in  the  State  Le^[is- 
latures,  he  conceived  that  tne  Liberties  of  mis 
country  were  perfectly  safe — and  he  never  could 
believe  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  would 
ever  be  slaves.  He  was  sure  they  never  would, 
80  long  as  they  were  just  to  themselves  and  de- 
serve to  be  free. 

Mr.  Hbistbr  was  in  favor  of  retaining  the 
ratio  of  one  to  thirty  thousand.  He  stated  sundry 
particulars  respecting  the  very  distant  local  situa- 
tions of  the  Representatives  of  the  United  States, 
which  rendered  it  almost  impossible  for  the  pre- 
sent number  to  do  complete  justice  to  their  respect- 
ive districts. 


Mr.  KiTCHBLL  was  in  favor  of  a  numerous  repre- 
sentation. He  thought  the  amendment  proposed 
to  the  Constitution  ought  to  be  the  guide  to  the 
House  on  tnis  occasion.  He  did  not  draw  his  ideas 
of  what  should  constitute  a  proper  representation, 
from  the  examples  cited  from  foreign  countries; 
nor  was  he  actuated  by  an  apprehension  of  •cor- 
ruption, as  more  applicable  to  a  small  number  than 
to  a  large  one ;  but  when  he  considered  the  vari- 
ous objects,  views,  denominations,  professions,  call- 
ings and  interests  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States^  he  was  fully  convinced  that  a  large  repre- 
sentation was  necessary  to  embrace  the  wishes 
and  answer  the  expectations  of  the  people.  He 
should,  therefore,  vote  against  the  motion  for  stri- 
king out  thirty  tnousand. 

Mr.  FiNDLBT  rose  to  explain  certain  expressions 
which  he  said  had  been  misunderstood.  He  de- 
fended the  opinion  he  had  before  advanced  re- 
specting a  large  representation.  In  reply  to  Mr. 
Clark,  he  observed,  that  the  information  to  which 
he  alluded  when  he  said  that  a  larger  number 
would  enable  the  Representatives  to  adapt  the 
laws  and  proceedings  of  Government  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  country,  was  that  species  of 
knowledge  which  arises  from  a  more  p^ect  re- 
presentation of  the  wants,  wishes,  and  mterests  of 
the  people. 

Mr.  Gerry  took  a  general  survey  of  the  argu- 
ments afifainst  the  proposed  ratio  oi  one  to  thirty 
thousana.  In  noticing  the  objection  from  the  insta- 
bility of  the  State  Legislatures,  he  said  it  v^as  not 
owing  to  their  numb^  but  to  the  mode  in  which 
they  are  elected.  Were  the  Senates  and  Executives 
of  tne  several  States  chosen  as  those  of  the  Greneral 
Government,  there  would  have  been  as  much  stabil- 
ity and  consistency  in  their  transactions,  as  in  those 
ot  the  Gk)vernment  of  the  Union.  A  gentleman 
had  jsaid  that  the  proposed  amendments  to  the 
Constitution  had  been  adopted  with  reluctance  by 
some  of  the  States  whicn  had  accepted  them. 
He  called  on  the  gentleman  to  produce  his  autho- 
rities for  this  assertion.  A  relative  proportion 
between  the  members  of  the  House  and  the  Senate 
had  been  su^^gested ;  this  idea  had  no  foundation 
in  the  Constitution.  And  he  further  observed,  that 
the  Constitution  has  so  completely  guarded,  and 
secured  the  rights  and  independence  oTthe  Senate, 
that  he  could  not  conceive  of  the  apprehensions  of 
gentlemen,  who  appear  to  think  that  an  increase 
of  the  members  of  this  House  will  overwhelm  that 
branch  of  the  Legislature.  In  all  events,  the  privi- 
leges of  that  body  will  remain  the  same.  The 
States,  it  b  said,  have  reduced  their  Representa- 
tive Assemblies.  This,  so  far  from  beinff  an  argu- 
ment aeainst  the  proposed  ratio,  was  £rectly  in 
favor  of  it.  The  diminution  of  the  State  Legisla- 
tures has  been  occasioned  by  the  idea  which  the 
people  entertain  of  the  increasing  importance  of 
the  General  Govemn^ent.  The  objects  of  legisla- 
tion to  both  Governments  are  neariy  similar ;  they 
relate  to  those  important  concerns  which  interest 
the  feelings  of  every  citizen  of  the  United  States; 
all  the  difference  bes  in  the  magnitude  of  their 
respective  spheres  of  action.  Hence,  it  must  evi- 
dently be  the  wish  and  expectation  of  the  people, 
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that  their  interests  in  every  point  of  yiew,  should 
be  fully  and  adequately  represented  in  this  House. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  has  said, 
that  extending  the  sphere  of  representation  will 
lead  to  a  choice  of  more  competent  characters ;  but 
he  observed,  that  the  larger  the  sphere,  the  less 
knowledge  of  the  merits  of  candidates ;  and  the 
electors  will  be  obliged  to  vote  on  trust  The 
mode  of  election  in  Great  Britain,  and  not  the 
number  of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
is  the  source  of  that  corruption  which  has  been  so 
frequently  alluded  to.  The  mode  of  election  in 
that  country  admits  of  an  Executive  influence  in 
the  election  of  a  majority  of  the  members.  This 
is  the  rotten  part  of  their  Constitution  which  re- 
quires amputation.  He  did  not  apprehend  any 
danger  from  undue  attempts  to  innuence  or  cor- 
rupt the  members  of  the  House ;  but,  though  he 
admitted  that  the  Qovemment  may  be  untainted 
at  the  present  time,  yet  he  conceived  it  the  best 
policy  to  prevent  the  evil,  rather  than  to  wait  for 
a  corrupt  administration  and  then  to  seek  for  a 
remedy.  The  idea  which  had  been  suggested, 
that  increasing  the  Federal  representation  would 
tend  to  diminish  the  importance  of  the  State  Go- 
vernments in  the  estimation  of  the  people,  he  con- 
ceived had  no  foundation.  It  supposed  a  want  of 
wisdom  in  the  community  at  large,  which  suppo- 
sition had  nothing  to  support  it  The  people  know 
that  their  happiness  depends  on  preserving  the 
balance  between  the  State  Governments  and  that 
of  the  Union.  The  Government  of  the  Union  has 
been  justly  compared  to  a  pyramid.  He  wished 
that  the  base,  which  was  constituted  by  the  Repre- 
sentative boay,  might  be  broad,  in  order  to  ^ve 
it  stability ;  and  therefore  hopea  that  the  original 
motion  of  one  Representative  to  every  thirty  Uiou- 
sand  persons  would  be  adopted. 

The  resolution  being  again  read,  in  the  follow- 
ing words: 

<<  JZefoAwd;  That  die  number  of  ReproMntetivM  Shan, 
vntil  tiie  next  enumeration,  be  one  for  thirty  thoasand." 

The  question  was  taken  thereupon  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House. — Yeas  35,  Nays  23,  as  follows : 

Tba8< — ^Abraham  Baldwin,  Egbert  Benson,  John 
Brown,  William  Findley,  Thomas  Fizsimons,  lUbridge 
Gerry,  William  B.  Giles,  James  Gordon,  Andrew  Gregg, 
Samuel  Griffin,  Daniel  Heister,  Daniel  Huger,  Israel 
Jacobs,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John  W.  Kittera,  John  Lau- 
nnce,  Amasa  Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  James 
Madison,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlen- 
berg, William  Vans  Murray,  John  Page,  Joeiah  Parker, 
Jod^ua  Seney,  Upton  Sheridine,  Thomas  SUmpter, 
Peter  Sylvester,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Thomas  Tador 
Tucker,  Abraham  Yenable,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  An- 
tony Wayne,  Alexander  White,  and  Franos  Willis. 

Natsw — Firiier  Ames,  John  Baptist  Ashe,  Robert 
Barnwell,  Elias  Boudinot,  Sheariaahub  Bourne,  Beiga- 
min  Bourne,  Abraham  Clark,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Ben- 
jamin Goodhue,  William  Bany  Grove,  James  Hillhouse, 
ftamnel  Livermore,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Nathaniel  Niles, 
Theodore  8edgwick>  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith, 
William  Smith,  John  Steele,  Jonathan  Sturges,  George 
Thatcher,  John  Vining,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Air.  Pa«b 


Mr.  Murray,  and  Mr.  Maoon  do  parepare  wi 
bring  in  the  same. 

Weunesoat,  November  16. 

Mr.  GoouHUB  presented  a  petition  from  the 
merchants  and  distillers  of  the  town  of  Salem,  im 
Massachusetts^  praying  a  reduction  of  the  duty 
imposed  on  spirits  of  domestic  manufacture,  and 
an  increase  in  that  on  foreign  spirits,  with  sundry 
other  modifications  of  the  Taw.  Referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  a  petition  from  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  district  of  Kentucky,  praying  to 
be  reliered  from  the  operation  of  the  excise  law, 
until  they  shall  haye  obtained  the  free  navigation 
of  the  Mississippi  Referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury^  so  far  as  it  respects  a  temporary 
suspension  of  the  excise  law. 

PUBLIC  CREDITORS. 

Mr.  FiTSMiMONs  called  up  the  petition  of  a 
committee  of  the  public  creditors  who  loaned 
money  to  the  United  States,  between  September. 
1777,  and  March,  1778,  and  moved  that  it  shoom 
be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for 
his  opinion  on  the  prayer  oi  the  petition. 

Mr.  Seogwick  observed,  that  the  subject  of  this 
petition  had  underg^one  a  decision  during  the  last 
session,  when  a  petition  of  a  similar  nature  was 
presented.  Speculation  had  already  taken  a  suffi- 
ciently ample  range  through  the  United  States ; 
and  he  hopNsd  no  new  paths  would  be  opened  for 
its  future  walks.  He  would  move  that  the  prayer 
of  the  petition  should  not  be  granted. 

Mr.  FiTZSiMONS  said,  that  the  nature  of  the  pe- 
tition seemed  to  be  mbunderstood.  He  was  as 
little  disposed  as  any  gentleman  on  the  floor  to 
innovate  in  the  funding  system.  He  would  not 
undertake  to  pronounce  that  the  petitioners  were 
entitled  to  any  relief,  but  he  thought  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  did  not  consider  this  case  as  pro- 
vided for  under  the  funding  law ;  in  which  case, 
he  thought  that  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  the 
House  were  interested  in  taking  the  same  into 
consideration. 

Mr.  Grrry.  after  giving  the  history  of  the  emis- 
sion of  the  bills  of  credit  in  question,  urged  the 
propriety  of  doing  equal  justice  to  every  class  ol 
the  pubuc  creditors,  and  declared  in  favor  of  the 
reference  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who 
would  state  facts,  upon  which  the  House  could 
determine  whether  or  no  the  pmyer  of  the  petition 
could  be  granted. 

Mr.  Seoowick  thought  a  sufficient  provision 
had  been  made ;  that  it  was  not  the  interest  of 
the  people  to  proceed  any  farther;  this  would  only 
raise  passions  that  were  now  subsided,  but  had 
heretofore  been  productive  of  considerable  mis- 
chief to  the  country ;  it  would  show  the  people 
that  the  House  entertained  doubts  respecting  the 
sufficiency  of  the  provision;  speculators  would 
employ  all  their  arts  to  draw  the  certificates  o«t 
of  the  hands  of  the  present  holders;  and  ke 
left  it  to  gentlemen  to  determine  whether  such  a 
scene  of  speculation  would  prove  advantageous  to 
the  country.    Bedsides,  he  would  a^  whether  the 
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required  provision  could  be  made  without  altering 
the  system  already  established  1 

Mr.  Gerby  observed,  that  the  objection,  drawn 
frpm  speculation^  would  prove  an  argument 
equally  valid  agamst  funding,  and  even  against 
the  coinage  of  money,  since  gamblers  would  apply 
the  coin  to  the  purposes  of  gaming.  It  had  been 
said  that  many  of  the  certimiates  m  question  had 
been  loaned ;  out  he  would  ask,  whether,  because 
a  number  of  persons,  not  knowing  their  rights,  had 
yielded  them  up,  an  argument  could  thence  be 
drawn  why  others,  who  understood  their  rights, 
should  not  maintain  them,  or  why  the  former 
should  not  be  redressed  ?  Chight  the  Government 
to  take  advantage  of  the  ignorance  of  the  public 
creditors  ?  He  hoped  not.  The  former  memorial, 
to  which  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Sedgwick]  alluded, 
was  very  different  from  the  present  one,  and  con- 
tained many  matters  which  would  have  required 
a  total  alteration  of  the  funding  system. 

Mr.  Laurance  saw  no  necessity  for  a  reference : 
a  knowledjB^  of  facts  could  be  obtained  from  the 
journals  of  Congress.  As  to  applying  to  the  Se- 
cretary for  his  opinion,  this  would  only  jjrove  a 
source  of  embarrassment ;  better  to  take  it  up  in 
Ckmimittee  of  the  Whole,  or  in  the  House,  with- 
out a  knowledge  of  his  opmion.  When  the  scale 
of  depreciation  was  applied  to  the  public  debt,  it 
was  unequally  applied,  some  receiving  interest  on 
die  nominal,  others  on  the  specie  value.  In  the 
Amdin^  bill,  it  was  contempmted  that  the  former 
class  should  be  allowed  such  interest  xrp  to  the 
close  of  the  last  year ;  and  the  only  question  now 
is,  whether  any  alteration  shall  be  made  in  the 
funding  bill — whether  one  class  of  public  credi- 
tors shall  have  a  different  measure  of  justice  dealt 
out  to  them  from  what  others  have  had  %  He  con- 
cluded with  a  wish  that  the  subject  should  be 
taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  question  on  the  reference  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  was  then  taken,  and  lost:  where- 
upon, 

Mr.  Lattrance  moved  that  the  petition  should 
be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  BoDDiNOT  was  of  opinion  that  the  funding 
system  had  done  am^e  justice,  and  that  those 
who  complied  with  it  nave  no  reasonable  around 
of  complaint.  At  the  time  of  the  passing  the  law, 
it  had  Deen  said  that  men  would  be  forced  by  it  to 
come  in  and  subscribe  whether  they  would  or  not; 
a  clause  was  therefore  inserted  in  favor  of  non- 
subscribing  public  creditors,  by  virtue  of  which 
the  petitioners  who  are  of  the  non-sutscribing 
class  consider  themselves  in  the  same  situation  as 
before  the  law  was  enacted  5  but  an  improper  con- 
struction has  been  given  to  that  clause,  and  there- 
fore it  is  that  the  creditors  complain.  Were  any 
one  of  them  to  briiijg  an  action  against  the  public 
officers,  he  would,  in  hb  opinion,  obtain  redress. 
They  applied  to  the  House  for  redress,  and  the 
question  was,  whether  they  should  be  forced  to 
subscribe,  or  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  their  con- 
tract? He  did  not  wish  that  any  man  should  be 
forced  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  funding 
system  against  hb  will;  he  would  have  every 
man  at  liberty  to  accept  or  reject  thcan  at  his 


pleasure ;  and  he  thought  it  unreasonable  that  any 
man  should  have  his  six  per  cent,  reduced  to  four, 
without  his  own  consent. 

Mr.  FrrzsiMONs  thought  further  information  on 
the  subject  necessary,  and  therefore  it  was  that  he 
favored  the  reference.  One  circumstance  was 
unattended  to  by  the  gentlemen  who  had  spoken 
on  the  subject ;  and  that  was,  that  the  non-sub- 
subscribing  creditors  must  deliver  up  the  original 
certificates  before  they  can  receive  their  interest  5 
but  this  they  do  not  choose  to  do,  because  these 
certificates  oear  a  promise  of  interest  on  the  ori- 
ginal value,  and  they  would  afterwards  receive 
mterest  only  on  the  reduced  value. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  commit- 
ment to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  lost. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  moved  a  res(^ution  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petition  cannot  be  granted. 

The  question  beins^  called  for,  Mr.  Barnwell 
observed,  that  he,  and  probably  some  others  of  the 
new  members,  were  not  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  subject;  and  therefore  he  wished  the 
(question  might  be  postponed.  The  resolution  was, 
in  consequence,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Laurance  then  called  up  a  petition  of 
sundry  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
holders  of  certain  bills  of  credit  issued  in  1780. 
Refetred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to 
consider  and  report  his  opinion  thereon. 

Mr,  Baldwin  called  up  the  petition  of  General 
Jackson,  relative  to  the  Georgia  election ;  which, 
after  some  debate,  was  referred  to  the  committee 
heretofore  appointed  to  report  a  regular  and  uni- 
form mode  of  proceeding  in  cases  of  contested 
elections. 


Thursday,  November  17. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  from  New  York, 
Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker,  and  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, Thomas  Hartley,  appeared,  nroduced 
their  credentials,  and  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

CERTIFICATES  OP  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  House,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  re- 
newal of  lost  or  destroyed  certificates — Mr.  Muh- 
lenberg in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
HkhsX  or,"  as  he  thought  that  the  public  ought  to 
be  secured  in  cases  of  lost  certificates;  and  that  if 
any  security  could  be  provided,  it  must  be  in  some 
mode  that  was  not  pomted  out  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Laurance  thought  the  provisions  made  in 
the  bill  were  sufficient;  that,  if  an  accurate  de- 
scription of  the  lost  certificate  was  published,  and 
it  was  in  the  power  of  the  public  officer  to  aisco- 
ver  whether  such  certificate  had  been  issued, 
and  that  sufficient  security  was  ^iven  to  refund 
the  money  to  the  United  States  m  case  the  lost 
paper  should  again  appear,  he  did  not  see  what 
mconvenience  could  result  to  the  public. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  suggested  many  difficulties  that 
must  arise  from  the  want  of  checks,  from  the  loan- 
ing of  certificates,  and  other  circumstances,  that 
would  render  it  impossible  to  detect  frauds.  He 
would  wish  that  those  yAio  have  unfortunately 
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lost  their  certificates  should  be  indemnified,  if  this 
could  be  done  with  safety;  but,  since  it  appeared 
impracticable,  he  thought  it  better  that  individu- 
als should  suffer  than  to  make  a  provision  for  them 
that  must  be  productive  of  so  much  inconvenience 
to  the  public. 

Mr.  J.  Smith  allowed  that  some  relief  might  be 
horded  in  cases  of  destroyed  certificates,  and  that 
the  United  States  ouffht  not  to  avail  themselves 
of  their  destruction.  But  since  the  United  States 
are  not  to  pay  the  same  certificates  twice,  and  the 
person  who  receives  payment  for  a  lost  one  must 
ffive  security,  in  case  oi  its  re-appearance  he  will 
be  obliged  to  refund,  and  thus  will  gain  nothing 
but  trouble  by  the  renewal.  On  the  whole,  he 
thought  it  best  that  the  bill  should  extend  no  fur- 
ther than  to  certificates  that  had  been  destroyed, 
and  therefore  was  in  favor  of  striking  out. 

Mr.  Wadsworth  also  thought  it  mipracticable 
to  guard  against  frauds,  and  was  in  favor  of  stri- 
kii^  out;  otherwise,  he  would  be  willing  to  grant 
relief  to  the  losers  of  certificates. 

Mr.  HiLLHOusE  observed,  that  in  private  con- 
tracts a  Court  of  Chancery  never  ouiges  to  the 
renewal  of  an  obligation,  except  when  it  is  proved 
to  have  been  destroyed;  thonsh  there  is  less  dan- 
ger of  fraud  in  transactions  Between  individuals 
than  in  the  more  extensive  ones  of  the  United 
States,  he  saw  no  reason  why  the  United  States 
should  take  so  much  trouble  as  must  necessarily 
attend  the  business  of  renewal.  It  would  only  be 
holding  out  an  encouragement  to  negligence  in 
the  holders  of  certificates. 

Mr.  Laurance  observed,  that  descriptions  of 
these  certificates,  for  which  a  provision  was  now 
contemplated,  being  lodged  in  the  Treasury,  suffi- 
cient information  can  there  be  obtained  to  guard 
against  imposition ;  that  a  Court  of  Chancery  will 
order  the  renewal  of  a  bond,  even  when  its  de- 
struction cannot  be  positively  proved;  and  that 
since  the  United  States  would  suffer  no  loss  or 
inconvenience,  he  wished  to  afford  relief  to  unfor- 
tunate individuals. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  observed,  that  it  would  be  very 
difficult  for  a  public  officer  to  ascertain  the  trutn 
respecting  a  certificate  that  might  have  been  is- 
sued in  G^orffia,  paid  into  the  sub-Treasury, 
thence  re-issued,  and  transferred,  perhaps,  from  one 
extremity  of  the  United  States  to  the  other;  be- 
sides, when  a  number  of  certificates  have  been 
loaned,  and  one  new  certificate  given  for  the  ag- 

Segate  sum,  how  can  the  officer  determine  whe- 
er  a  certificate,  said  to  be  lost,  may  not  have 
been  one  of  the  number? 

Mr.  Hillhouse  did  not  think  one  instance  could 
be  produced  of  relief,  given  by  Chancery  in  cases 
of  lost  securities,  except  where  the  debtor  had  sur- 
reptitiously got  possession  of  the  papers. 

Mr.  Lee  was  against  striking  out;  and.  as  ad- 
ditional security  to  the  United  States,  wisned  that 
such  as  might  be  found  guilty  of  frauds  respecting 
lost  certificates,  should  be  suoject  to  a  penalty. 

Mr.  Giles,  tnou^h  not  at  all  satisfied  with  the 
[>rinciDle  of  tne  bill,  wished  to  have  it  as  unexcep- 
tionable as  possible,  in  case  it  should  pass;  where- 
fore, from  the  impracticability  of  at  once  giving 


relief  to  the  unfortunate  losers  of  certificates,  and 
at  the  same  time  securing  the  United  States,  he 
was  in  favor  of  striking  out 

Mr.  Barnwell  thought  the  security  provided 
in  the  bill  by  no  means  sufficient;  would  nave  the 
original  certificate  of  no  avail  in  case  of  renewal, 
and  wished  the  renewal  not  to  take  place  for  two 
or  three  years. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  for 
striking  out,  and  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Two  other  amendments  were  proposed  and  car- 
ried, extending  the  time  for  the  renewal  and  issu- 
ing of  the  certificates;  after  which,  the  committee 
rose,  and  reported  the  bill  with  amendments.  The 
House  proceeding  to  take  the  same  into  conside- 
ration, some  opposition  was  made  to  the  one  that 
excluaed  the  lost  certificates;  and,  before  the  ques- 
tion could  be  taken  on  it,  the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  November  18. 

Mr.  Paoe^  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented ^  a  bill  Apportioning  the  Representation  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States  according  to 
the  first  Enumeration ;"  which  was  received,  read 
twice,  and  committed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  covering 
his  account  of  indents  of  interest  received  and  is- 
sued from  the  first  of  July  to  the  thirtieth  of 
September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-one,  inclusive;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LivERMORE,  from  the  standing  Committee 
of  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Letter 
from  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Maryland, 
containing  the  resignation  of  William  Pinkney, 
a  member  retumeato  serve  in  this  House  for  the 
said  State,  and  abo  a  certificate  of  the  election  of 
John  Francis  Mercer,  in  the  room  of  the  said 
William  Pinkney,  made  a  report;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  memorial  of  the  commissioned  officers  serving 
in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  was  presented 
to  the  House  and  read,  stating  the  inadequacy  of 
their  pay.  subsistence,  and  forage,  under  the  pre- 
sent establishment,^  and  praying  that  the  same 
may  be  augmented.  Referred  to  Mr.  Ladrancb, 
Mr.  Williamson^  and  Mr.  Kitchell,  with  in- 
struction to  examine  the  same,  and  report  their 
opinion  thereupon  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Ames,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  James  Jackson^  complain- 
inff  of  an  undue  election  and  return  of  Anthony 
Wayne,  a  member  returned  to  serve  in  this  House 
for  the  State  of  Georgia,  made  a  report ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

CERTIFICATES  OF  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  committee,  to 
the  bill  for  the  renewal  of  lost  or  destroyed  cer- 
tificates. 

On  the  first  amendment  for  striking  out  the 
words,  "or  lost,** 

Mr.  Lbb  expressed  a  wish  to  provide  for  the 
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renewal  of  loet  certificates;  but  he  would  qualify 
that  provision,  by  particularly  desi^^ting  what 
kind  of  lost  certificates  he  meant,  viz:  such  only 
as  from  strong  presumptive  evidence  appear  to  have 
been  destroyed.  In  any  other  case,  where  a  man 
sees  that  he  cannot  expect  a  renewal,  he  will  give 
himself  no  useless  trouble  on  the  occasion;  and 
when  the  law  is  explicit,  he  will  have  no  occasion 
to  consult  a  lawyer.  The  House,  he  observed, 
ought  not  to  make  laws  to  be  construed  by  law- 
yers, but  to  be  understood  by  the  people.  He  pro- 
posed to  amend  the  amendment,  by  retaining  the 
word  ^'lost"  and  striking  out  "or  destroyed,"  add- 
ing at  the  end  of  the  clause  a  proviso,  that  the 
claimant,  before  he  should  be  entitled  to  a  renew- 
al, should  furnish  strong  presumptive  evidence  of 
the  destruction  of  his  certificates. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  declared  himself  at  a  loss  to  un- 
derstand the  object  of  the  proposed  amendment. 
If  the  House  Amdertook,  in  tnis  instance,  to  define 
what  species  of  evidence  should  establisn  the  &ct, 
he  saw  no  reason  why  they  might  not  do  it  in 
every  other  instance.  This  was  never  attempted 
by  any  Legislature;  and  the  attempt,  if  m^de, 
would  tend  to  embarrass  all  kind  of  investigation, 
and  involve  the  legal  code  in  obscurity. 

Mr.  Lee  was  equally  desirous  with  the  g^oitle- 
man  last  up  to  have  the  laws  intelligible  to  every 
individual.  He  had  no  idea  of  entering  into  a 
detail  of  the  evidence.  He  meant  no  more,  than 
that  strong  presumptive  evidence  should  be  ad- 
mitted as  a  proof  of  the  destruction  of  any  cer- 
tificate. ^ 

Mr.  Clark  apprehended,  from  the  turn  which 
the  debate  had  taken,  that  the  grand  object  of  at- 
tention would  be  lost  in  the  word  "lost."  There 
was  but  a  single  instance  to  be  found  in  any  na- 
tion, of  such  a  provision  as  was  now  contemplated; 
it  is  not,  nor  ever  was  made  by  any  bank;  when 
Congress  heretofore  made  such  a  provision,  it  was 
at  a  period  when  war  raged  through  the  country, 
and  It  was  a  piece  of  necessary  poucy  to  keep  the 
people  in  gooa  humor,  by  renewing  their  certificates, 
which  had  been  destroyed  by  the  enemy  in  burn- 
ing their  houses;  but  as  no  such  reason  exists  in 
the  present  dav,  he  hoped,  if  the  bill  should  pass, 
the  report  of  the  committee  would  be  adopted,  as 
the  lesser  of  two  evUs;  for,  as  to  his  part,  he  did 
not  wish  to  see  any  provision  made  at  all. 

Mr.  KiTCHBLL  wished  to  retain  the  word,  "de- 
stroyed," in  preference  to  "lost,"  in  case  the  bill 
should  pass.  He  thought^  however,  that  the  House 
would  act  wisely  in  avoiding  to  establish  any  ge- 
neral rule  for  such  cases,  ana  keeping  them  indi- 
vidually under  their  own  immediate  inspection. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  first  amend- 
ment of  the  committee,  and  carried;  and  the  other 
amendments  being  severally  considered  and  agreed 
to— 

Mr.  Qbbrt  objected  to  the  passing  of  the  bill  in 
its  present,  or  in  any  other  form.  He  did  not  wish 
to  take  advantage  of  the  misfortunes  of  those  who 
hBid  lost  their  evidences  of  the  puUic  debt.  He 
wished  to  give  every  individual  an  opportunity  of 
recovering  his  right,  so  far  as  that  could  be  grant- 
ed consistently  with  the  interest  and  security  of 


the  nation  at  large.  The  mode  pointed  out  in  the 
bill,  he  considered  as  liable  to  many  objections. 
To  ascertain  facts,  it  would  be  necessary  that  the 
claimants  should  have  an  opportunity  of  recur- 
ring to  the  records;  thus,  whoever  might  be  dis- 
posed to  embark  i^  a  fraudulent  speculation  would 
be  enabled  to  ascertain  what  certificates  were  lost, 
and  to  concert  (Jans  for  their  recovery;  he  mav 
apply  to  any  District  Judge,  or  Court  of  Record, 
and  there  makes  declaration  that  he  has  lost  those 
certificates;  in  consequence  of  which^  a  warrant 
will  be  issued  for  their  amount;  it  will  never  be 
in  the  power  of  the  Commissioners  of  Loans,  or  of 
the  Judges  of  Record,  dispersed  through  every 
part  of  the  Union,  to  detect  such  frauds  during  the 
late  war.  Many  public  officers  had,  toother  with 
their  bagjs^a^e^  lost  numbers  of  certificates,  the 
amount  of  vmich  was  afterwards  allowed  to  them; 
and  it  would  now  be  impossible,  from  an  exami- 
nation of  the  files,  to  identify  tnose  certificates. 
Manjr  persons,  also,  who  were  opposed  to  the  Re- 
volution, wantonly  destroyed  the  public  securities. 
The  amount  of  the  certificates  lost  and  destroyed 
had  never  been  ascertained;  and  it  was  impossible 
to  foresee  the  extent  of  the  bilL  It  would,  in  fact, 
amount  to  a  premium  for  perjury  and  fraud. 

Mr.  O.  further  objected  to  the  bill^  as  holding 
forth  a  strong  temptation  to  the  pubhc  officers  to 
enrich  themselves  by  fraudulent  means,  on  the 
stren^;th  of  the  non-existing  certificates.  He  en- 
tertamed  as  high  an  opimon  of  the  integrity  of 
the  public  cheers  employed  under  the  Federal 
Government  as  any  gentleman  on  the  floor;  but 
was,  nevertheless  averse  to  placing  their  interest 
and  their  duty  in  opposition  to  eacn  other.  More- 
over, he  coula  not  see  what  good  purposes  would 
be  answered  by  the  bOl.  If  it  was  intended  to  pre- 
vent individiuu  applications  to  Congress^  it  would 
not  produce  that  effect;  it  does  not  provide  for  all 
cases;  and  those  that  remain  unprovided  for  must 
still  come  before  the  House.  If  saving  time  was 
the  object,  the  time  consumed  in  such  business 
would  not  protract  the  session  a  single  day.  The 
amount  of  the  lost  certificates  cannot  be  ascer- 
tained; it  may  possibly  be  very  considerable;  and 
the  Treasury  may  be  drained  of  large  sums,  with- 
out any  advantage  accruing  to  the  rightful  own- 
ers of  such  securities.  If  tne  applications  were 
directly  made  to  Congress,  some  gentlemen  on  the 
floor  would  no  doubt  oe  acquainted  with  the  cha- 
racters of  the  applicants;  and  the  public  will  be 
much  better  pleased  to  see  the  fate  of  such  peti- 
tions decided  by  both  Houses  of  Congress  than  by 
a  District  Judge. 

The  act  of  the  old  Concpess,  he  observed,  ex- 
tended no  further  than  to  loan-office  certificates; 
and  when  Congress  made  such  a  provision,  it  was 
at  a  period  when  they  found  it  necessary  to  exo- 
nerate themselves  from  such  matters,  mat  they 
might  be  more  at  liberty  to  attend  to  ousiness  of 
greater  importance.  Tneir  example,  he  hoped, 
would  not  now  be  followed,  as  there  does  not  now 
exist  the  same  plea  for  the  adoption  of  such  a  mea- 
sure. He  hoped  the  House  would  proceed  in  the 
usual  train  of  receiving  the  individual  petitions, 
and  severally  deciding  upon  them  as  heretofore, 
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nSher  than  subject  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  to  a  tax,  of  which  it  was  impossiUe  to  fore- 
see the  amount.  To  such  a  risk  he  would  prefer 
a  grant  of  a  million  of  dollars  to  be  divided  among 
the  applicants. 

Mr.  Wauswortb  opposed  the  bill,  as  inade- 
quate to  dther  of  the  purposes  which  it  was  in- 
tended to  answer,  viz :  that  of  doing  justice  to  the 
public,  or  of  easing  C(»^[ress  from  repeated  appli- 
cations. A  gentleman,  in  the  course  of  the  dis- 
cussion,  had  compared  the  bill  to  a  child;  for  his 
part  he  thought  it  a  very  rickety  child,  and  hoped 
the  Dantling  would  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  said,  that  he  had  entertained 
doubts,  whether  certificates  destroyed  in  any  way, 
ought  to  be  renewed ;  but  if  a  renewal  was  thought 
expedient,  he  looked  on  the  mode  proposed  in  the 
bill  as  {>referable  to  any  substitute  that  had  been 
offered  in  lieu  of  it.  The  gentleman  last  up  had 
said  that  it  would  not  prevent  api^ications  to  the 
House.  If  further  extended,  it  would  have  that 
effect;  and  he  would  very  willingly  concur  with 
ffentlemen,  if  they  wished  to  extend  it;  but  he 
doubted  much  whether  they  could  do  it  effectu- 
ally. If  the  remedy  contemplated  in  the  bill  was 
to  be  applied  only  m  cases  where  the  certificates 
had  been  destroyed,  he  thought  that  ample  provi- 
sion was  made  tor  every  possible  case  of  that  kind. 
Should  the  bilL  theretore,  piEiss  into  a  law,  appli- 
cations to  the  House  ought  no  Icmger  to  be  admit- 
ted, except  in  cases  of  a  very  singular  nature.  As 
to  the  greater  degree  of  caution  that  was  expected 
from  the  Representatives  of  the  people,  than  from 
the  (Ulcers,  he  would  observe,  that  the  members 
of  that  House  were  men  of  like  passions  with  the 
rest  <^ mankind;  that  their  responsibility  is  more 
diffusive,  and  they  would  not  perhaps  reel  them- 
selves, as  a  body,  sufficiently  interested  in  these 
smaller  matters,  when  their  attention  is  engaged 
by  objects  of  greater  national  importance;  whust, 
on  the  other  hand,  individual  members,  feeUng 
themselves  interested  within  the  sphere  of  those 
who  come  in  contact  with  themselves,  a  kind  of 
phalanx  is  formed  in  favor  of  the  applicant. 

As  to  the  loss  of  time,  which  was  alleged  to  be 
trifling,  he  observed,  that  only  two  petitions  of  this 
kind  had  as  yet  been  presented  to  the  House,  and 
each  had  consumed  a  day;  as  to  a  fraudulent  ap- 
plication of  evidence  to  lost  certificates,  this  could 
be  equally  practised  in  petitions  to  Congress,  since 
the  evidence  is  not  to  be  brought  before  the  House, 
but  must  be  taken  at  home.  As  to  the  temptation 
which  was  said  to  be  held  out  to  the  Commission- 
ers, he  would  observe,  that  if  the  House  could  not 
confide  in  an  officer  to  transact  their  business,  they 
must  become  so  suspicious  as  totally  to  impede 
the  transaction  of  all  business.  On  tne  whole,  he 
thought  that  as  good  checks  were  provided  as  the 
nature  of  the  case  would  admit  of;  and  that  if  some- 
thing like  the  principle  of  the  bill  were  not  adopt- 
ed, lost  certificates  ought  not  to  be  renewed  at  all. 

Some  further  remarks  were  made  by  Messrs. 
Dayton,  Qerrt,  Wadsworth,  Wiluamsom,  Sb- 
NBT,  and  Lee;  after  which. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  en^ossment  of 
the  bill,  and  lost.    So  the  bill  was  rejected. 


Monday,  November  2L 

A  petition  of  Jason  Wate  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  the  commutation  of  hatf 

Say  as  a  Major  in  the  army  of  the  United  States 
uring  the  late  war.  Referred  to  the  Secretary 
of  War,  with  instruction  to  examine  the  same, 
and  report  his  opinion  thereupon  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Wadsworth,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed, presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  more 
effectually  to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by 
establishing  an  uniform  militia  throughout  the 
United  States ;  which  was  received,  read  twice, 
and  committed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  James  Jackson,  complaining  of  an  undue  elec- 
tion and  return  or  Anthony  Wayne,  one  of  the 
members  returned  to  serve  in  this  House  for  the 
State  of  Geoma :  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  becoBunitted  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  standing  Committee  of  Elections,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Letter  ftom  th«  Executive  of  the 
State  of  Maryland,  containing  the  resignation  of 
William  Pinknby,  a  member  returned  to  serve 
in  this  House  for  the  said  State ;  and  also  a  certi- 
ficate of  the  election  of  John  Francis  Mercer  in 
the  room  of  the  said  William  Pinkney.  Where* 
upon. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  comnutted  lo 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  <^ 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  apportioning  the 
representation  of  the  People  of  the  United  States, 
according  to  the  first  enumerati<Mi. 

Mr.  Maoon  moved  that  the  first  section  be 
amended,  by  inserting  the  word  ^^JM^  after  the 
word  "thousand." 

APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

Mr.  Bourne  (R.  I.)  observed  that  the  gentle- 
man did  not  advert  to  the  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution, which  proposes  that  the  number  of  Re- 
presentatives shall  amount  to  one  hundred.  This 
amendment  will  most  probably  be  accepted,  and 
then  we  shall  have  to  repeal  the  proposed  law, 
should  it  be  enacted.  He  was  in  favor  of  thirtv- 
four  thousand,  because  that  would  be  conformable 
to  the  amendment — and  he  saw  no  good  reason 
why  the  representation  should  exce^  one  hun- 
dred. That  number  will  be  fully  competent  to 
express  the  wills,  wishes,  and  ideas  of  the  people, 
and  he  saw  no  necessitv  to  burden  their  constitu- 
ents with  the  additional  expense  of  thirteen  addi- 
tional members. 

Mr.  Macon  said  he  did  not  c<mceive  that  the 
amendment  referred  to  was  to  be  a  guide  to  the 
House  till  it  was  fully  ratified ;  and,  as  it  was  un- 
certain whether  it  ever  would  be,  we  ought  not  to 
be  swayed  by  it  on  this  occasion. 

Mr.  Sbdqwiok  expressed  himself  in  favor  of 
thirty-four  thousand,  as  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 
people  from  that  part  of  the  country  which  he 
represented,  that  the  number  of  Representatives 
in  this  House  should  not  exceed  one  nundred. 
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Ml.  Laurancb  said,  that  the  question  had  been 
80  fully  debated,  that  he  did  not  think  the  opinion 
of  a  single  member  woold  be  changed  by  all  that 
can  be  said.  He  wished  therefore  that  eyery  pro- 
posed amendment  should  be  put,  and  the  question 
taken  on  each  with  as  little  debate  as  possible. 

Mr.  White  advocated  the  clause.  He  was  in 
fayor  of  one  Representative  to  thirty  thousand 
persons.  The  question  now  is,  whether  the  people 
shall  have  that  share  of  influence  in  the  (Govern- 
ment to  which  they  are  entitled  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  plainly  contemplates  one  Representa- 
tive for  every  thirty  thousand  persons.  He  wished 
to  preserve  the  independency  of  the  several  parts 
of  the  Ctovernment.  Corruption  has  been  men- 
tioned. He  wished  it  mi^ht  never  take  place; 
but  the  present,  he  conceived,  was  the  time  to 

fuard  against  it.  He  would  not  say  that  any  un- 
ue  measures  had  ever  yet  been  taken  to  influence 
the  House ;  but  that  it  was  the  wish  of  some  to 
innovate,  was  apparent,  from  some  Attempts  which 
had  been  made  to  increase  the  importance  of  the 
Bzecutive-^from  the  predilection  for  titles  and 
distinctions  which  the  journals  of  the  Senate  would 
show  still  existed.  He  hoped  that  the  proposed 
ratio  would  be  established^  as  more  consonant  to 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  than  any  which  had 
been  mentioned.  The  Independence  of  the  Senate 
cannot  be  affected  by  the  number  of  this  House — 
they  will  always  have  a  negative  on  our  acts. 

Mr.  Dayton  said,  that  he  should  be  in  favor  of 
the  amendment,  not  because  it  was  a  number  the 
most  agreeable  to  him,  for  he  confessed  that  even 
this  would  have  produced  a  more  numerous  repre- 
sentation than  he  could  have  wished ;  but  because 
a  greater  number  would  be  less  likely  to  meet  the 
approbation  of  the  committee.  He  agreed  with 
the  member  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  White,)  in  one 
of  his  declarations  only,  which  was,  that  this  ques- 
tion was  of  greater  moment  than  the  gentleman 
who  advocated  thirty  thousand  ^the  largest  repre- 
sentation) seems  to  have  conceived.  He  a^eed 
with  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Lau- 
RANCE,)  that  this  subject  had  undergone  a  prettj 
full  discussion;  but  he  at  the  same  time  believed 
that  some  new  light  might  still  be  thrown  upon 
it.  There  was  one  point  of  view,  Mr.  D.  observed, 
in  which  it  had  not  yet  been  exhibited  by  any 
gentleman  in  the  course  of  debate,  but  in  which, 
on  account  of  its  magnitude  and  iinportance,  it 
ought  to  be  critically  examined.  The  Senate  were 
considered  as  the  Kepresentatives  of  the  States, 
or  of  the  State  Governments.  The  House  of  Re- 
presentatives were  supposed  to  contain,  under  cer- 
tain qualifications,  a  pure  representation  of  the 
People.  Such  was(  the  apportionment  of  its  mem- 
bers with  respect  to  the  unequal  districts  or  States 
into  which  this  country  is  divided,  as  to  give  the 
three  great  States  a  very  predominant  influence 
Upon  that  floor.  They  haa  only  to  combine  their 
strength,  and  to  associate  almost  any  one  of  the 
other  eleven  States  with  them,  in  order  to  insure 
success  to  any  favorite  project  that  they  might 
have  in  view.  He  was  aware,  that  it  would  be 
answered  by  gentlemen,  that  such  combination 
was  not  likely  to  take  place  between  States  so  dis- 
2d  Con. 


tant  in  point  of  situation,  and  differing  in  local 
interests  and  circumstances.  He  had  been  ever 
slow  in  the  prediction  of  evil ;  but,  reasoning  from 
the  temper  and  disposition  of  man,  and  judging 
from  past  observation  and  experience,  he  would 
venture  to  pronounce,  without  any  pretensions  to 
the  spirit  of  prophecy,  that  the  great  States  would 
thus  combine  their  influence,  whenever  they  should 
deem  it  for  their  advantage,  and  that  the  interests 
of  the  other  States  would  of  consequence  become 
the  sacrifice.  Those  States  then  that  are  thus  ex- 
posed, of  which  number  he  considered  at  least 
two-tnirds  of  those  which  now  formed  the  Union, 
would  find  their  only  security  and  protection 
airainst  the  effects  of  such  combination  in  the  Se^ 
nate.  Would  it,  he  asked,  be  consistent  with  pru- 
dence or  with  safety,  for  those  very  States  to  assent 
to  a  measure  directly  tending  to  weaken,  if  not 
destroy  that  security?  Even  now,  he  said,  the 
Senate  would  have  need  of  all  its  firmness  in  con- 
tinuing to  oppose  any  act,  in  the  carrying  of  which 
the  House  should  be  determined  to  perse  vere.  But 
what,  he  inquired,  would  be  the  consequence,  when 
the  increase  so  ardently  wished  for  by  many  gen- 
tlemen should  have  taken  place?  Would  the 
Senate  have  fortitude  enough,  even  where  they 
thought  they  had  just  cause.  steadfastl}r  to  counter- 
act the  will  and  determineu  purpose  of  a  body  con- 
sisting of  two  hundred  members,  boasting  to  derive 
their  appointments  from  a  purer,  and  from  the 
purest  source,  calling  themselves  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  great  body  of  the  people,  and  profess- 
ing to  speak  the  sense  of  their  constituents? 

Let  thirty  thousand  be  adopted  as  the  ratio  of 
representation,  and  he  hesitated  not  to  declare  that 
whenever  the  Representatives  should  think  proper 
to  resolve  any  important  point  of  dispute  into  a 
question  of  firmness  between  the  two  Houses,  the 
Senate  must  yield  to  their  superior  weight  and 
shrink  from  the  unequal  contest.  In  the  event  of 
their  defeat  in  a  single  instance,  the  independence 
of  that  branch  would  be  materially  affected,  and 
the  Legislative  balance  shaken  in  its  centre. 

These  dangers,  Mr.  D.  f\irther  observed,  were 
by  no  means  imaginary,  but  would  too  soon  be 
realized,  if  the  House  continued  to  increase  by 
fifties  in  the  manner  they  are  beginning.  If  the 
motion  under  consideration  for  increasing  the  ratio, 
and  lessening  the  number  of  Representatives, 
should  prove  unsuccessful,  their  reliance  woula 
then  be  upon  the  Senate.  That  body,  he  was 
sure,  was  too  mindful  of  their  own  privileges  and 
importance,  to  make  a  voluntary  and  deliberate 
surrender  of  their  independence.  The^  were  too 
regardful  of  the  interests  of  their  constituents,  to 
assent  to  an  act  giving  an  undue  weight  to  that 
branch  of  the  Legislature  in  which  the  great  States 
had  such  unreasonable  influence.  If,  however,  in 
this  his  last  reliance,  he  should  be  disappointed, 
and  the  bill  be  likely  to  pass  both  Houses,  he  hopea 
the  yeas  and  nays  would  be  entered  upon  the  jour^ 
nals,  that  it  might  be  known  hereafter,  when  the 
events  he  had  predicted  should  have  taken  place, 
who  it  was  that  had  thus  gfiven  up  the  Umon  to 
the  control  of  three  or  four  of  its  members — who 
were  the  men  that  had  voted  for  the  extraordinary 


209 


HISTORY  OP  OONGRISSiB. 


204 


ILoipR.] 


Apportionmeni  BUL 


[N0¥B1CSBR,  1701. 


iacreaae  of  one  braueh,  at  the  expense  of  the  inde- 
]^ndence  of  the  other,  and  therehy  destroyed  that 
equilibrium  of  the  Groyemment,  upon  the  preser- 
yation  of  which,  the  fsMrest  hopes  of^its  well-wish- 
ers were  founded. 

Mr.  G£RRT  contended  that  the  C(Mkstitution  was 
misconstrued  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina; and  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey,  he  said  he  was  surprised  to  hear  the  re- 
marks which  he  made,  when  he  recollected  his 
being  a  member  of  the  Conyention — in  which,  it 
must  be  remembered  by  that  gentleman,  the  larger 
States  consented  to  placing  uxe  small  States  on  a 
par  with  them  in  the  Senate,  to  obviate  the  diffi- 
culty which  the  smaller  States  objected  against 
the  larser  representations  from  the  larger  States. 
He  said  the  independence  of  the  Senate  is  secured 
hy  the  Constitution — and  he  was,  not  apprehen- 
siye  that  the  increase  proposed  would  overwhelm 
that  branch  of  the  Goyernment,  or  lessen  their 
importance,  or  shake  their  firmness.  The  gentle- 
man had  talked  of  combinations  in  the  larger 
States;  but  he  presumed  no  facts  could  be  produ- 
ced to  support  such  an  apprehension.  The  pro- 
posed increase  in  the  representation  is  founded  on 
the  principles  of  justice  and  equity :  it  is  strictly 
ajgfreeable  to  the  spirit  and  design  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  contemplates  an  increase  in  some  de- 
gree proportionate  to  the  increased  population  of 
the  States.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  Consti- 
tution would  be  fairly  and  honorably  carried  into 
effect. 

Mr.  BoDDiNOT  was  not  yet  convinced,  from  all 
the  arguments  he  had  heard,  that  bv  increasing 
the  number  of  Representatives  to  one  nundred  and 
thirteen,  as  proposed  by  the  bill,  the  wants,  wishes, 
and  interests  or  their  constituents,  would  be  more 
ftiUy  embraced,  than  by  adopting  the  amendment 
then  under  consideration.  It  had  not  yet  been 
taken  into  the  account,  that  a  certain  species  of 
property  in  three  or  four  of  the  States  [slaves] 
WiOuld  be  represented  in  the  next  Congress,  if  the 
bill  passed,  by  at  least  twelve  members,  above  the 
proportion  of  other  States,  whose  property  (though 
of  superior  value)  was  not  entitled  by  the  Consti- 
tution to  any  representation  at  all.-  That  he  did 
not  mean  to  find  fault  with  the  Constitution  in 
this  respect,  but  to  make  it  the  rule  of  his  con- 
duct^iuthough  in  the  construction  of  it,  he  would 
«0t  increase  the  evil  when  two  extremes  were 
ffiven,  and  the  intermediate  number  was  optional. 
He  had  said,  and  he  rested  on  the  Constitution  for 
the  proof^  that  it  contemplated  one  member  for 
each  State  as  the  lowest^  and  the  ratio  of  one  for 
thirty  thousand  persons  as  the  highest  number. 
That  the  Convention  in  settling  the  present  House 
of  Repres«:itatives.  without  a  precise  knowledge 
oi  the  amount  of  tne  citizens  of  the  Union,  had 
done  it  in  a  certain  proportion  to  the  number  of 
Senators,  which  he  had  thought  a  good  rule  to  go 
by,  till  the  proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion was  ratified  by  three-fourths  of  the  States ; 
but  as  gentlemen  seemed  to  think  that  this  would 
soon  take  place,  he  had  consented  to  agree  to  the 
ratio  of  thirty-iour  thousand,  which  would  give 
one  hundred  members.    This  would  aecord  with 


the  spirit  of  the  amendment  to  the  Constitution, 
and  prevent  the  necessity  of  passiiig  any  other  act 
when  the  amendment  shouki  be  completed.  He 
was  therefore  in  favor  of  insertiuj^ycmr  after  '*  thir- 
ty," or  any  ratio  that  would  conmie  the  number  of 
Representatives  to  one  hundred,  or  under. 

Mr.  Ladrance  remarked,  in  answer  to  Mr. 
Dayton's  objections,  that  the  States  were  dispro^ 
portionate  respecting  territory,  and  consequently 
were  so  as  to  the  number  of  the  people.  That  an 
equality  would  take  place  amongst  the  people  of 
the  several  States  by  the  ratio  proposed,  although 
more  members  would  come  from  some  States  than 
from  others.  He  mentioned  that  every  member 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  stood  in  relation 
to  the  people  of  America,  and  ought  to  consult  the 
interest  ofthe  whole,  and  not  the  particular  inter- 
est of  the  State  in  which  he  was  elected.  Should 
this  general  principle  operate,  and  which  he  sup- 
posed ought  to  actuate  each  member,  no  danger 
was  to  be  apprehended  from  a  combination,  as  the 
general  ^ood  was  the  object  of  consideradon.  If 
this  shomd  not  be  the  prevailing  principle,  it  might 
be  the  interest  of  the  States  to  have  as  great  a 
number  of  Representatives  as  could  be  obtained; 
yet  he  supposed,  unless  a  division  of  territory  took 
pbce,  the  people  in  each  State  would  be  entitled 
to  be  represented  in  proportion  to  the  numbers  in 
each,  and  the  danger  that  it  was  supposed  would 
exist^  could  not  be  readily  remedied.  He  also  ob- 
served, that  he  imagined  the  Senate  would  not  be 
subject  to  the  influence  suggested.  The  Senate 
was  an  independent  part  of  the  Legislature,  and 
would  decide  all  questions  that  came  before  tnem, 
as  the  j  udgments  of  the  members  will  dictate.  So 
long  as  a  reciprocal  negatiye  existed,  as  to  the  acta 
of  either  branch  of  the  Legislature,  he  hoped  we 
should  find  firmness  in  each  to  decide  poperly. 
The  Senate  had  frequently  rejected  the  bills  ofthe 
House,  and  had  amended  others — some  very  im- 
portant ones — and  the  influence  of  the  members  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  did  not  operate  on 
their  decisions.  The  obiection  to  the  proposition 
not  being  a^eeable  to  the  amendment  proposed 
to  the  Constitution,  was  unfounded.  He  explained 
his  ideas  respecting  the  nature  of  the  amendment, 
and  concluded  that  the  proportion  was  conforma- 
ble to  it;  and  observed,  that  the  nature  of  the 
amendment  was  contemplated,  when  the  proposi- 
tion respecting  the  ratio  was  made. 

The  committee  now  rose,  reported  progress,  and 
had  leave  to  sit  again. 


Tuesday,  November  22. 

A  memorial  of  the  committee  of  the  counties  of 
Washington,  Westmoreland,  Fayette,  and  Alle- 
ghany, m  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  stating  their  objec^ 
tions  to  an  act,  passed  at  the  last  session,  imposing 
a  duty  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States, 
and  prayinff  that  the  same  may  be  repealed.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  his 
information. 

Mr.  Ladrance,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  making  appro- 
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priations  for  the  support  of  Goremment  for  the 
year  one  thousaDd  seyen  hundred  and  ninety-two ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

A  remonstrance  of  the  people  called  Ctuakers, 
in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  was  presented  to 
the  House  and  read,  stating  tneir  ohjections  to 
certain^rovisions  of  a  bill  now  depending,  entitled 
"  A  bill  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  na- 
ticmal  defence  by  establishing  an  uniform  militia 
throughout  the  United  States." 

Ordered^  That  the  said  remonstrance  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill 
more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  national  de- 
fence, by  establishing  an  uniform  militia  through- 
out the  United  States. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  accompanying  his 
report  on  the  petition  of  Jacob  Isaacs ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

MlPRESBNTATrVB  PROM  MARYLAND. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  standing 
Committee  of  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  Letter  from  the  Executive  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,  containing  the  resignation  of  William 
PiNKNET,  a  member  retumea  to  serve  in  this 
House  for  the  said  State ;  and  also  a  certificate  of 
the  election  of  John  Francis  Mebcbr,  in  the 
room  of  the  said  Wiluam  Pinknet. 

The  law  of  the  State  of  Maryland  regulating 
elections  being  called  for,  was  produeed  and  read; 
by  which  it  appeared  that  the  Gk)verBor  and 
douAcd  of  that  State  were  authorized  to  fill  up 
Yaoancies  in  the  representation  of  that  State  in 
Congress. 

Some  objections  having  been  offered  against 
accepting  the  report, 

Mr.  Sen  BY  orcerved,  that  the  case  appeared  to 
him  to  be  so  plain  that  he  was  surprised  to  find 
gentlemen  objecting  to  an  acceptation  of  the  re- 
port of  the  committee.  He  then  stated  the  whole 
process  of  the  business,  in  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
riNCNET  and  the  election  of  Mr.  Mercer,  in 
which  the  law  of  the  State  had  been  strictly  ad- 
hered to.  He  concluded  by  saying,  that  two  cases 
in  point  had  already  occurred  m  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  and  no  difficulty  respecting  them 
had  taken  place  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Giles  said,  that  he  was  a  member  of  the 
select  cconmittee  which  had  made  the  report; 
And,  from  an  accurate  attcnticm  to  all  the  circiim- 
stanoes  c^the  case,  he  was  led  to  think  the  report 
a  Tery  improper  one.  From  recurring  to  the 
Constitution,  he  was  of  opinion  that  a  resig^nation 
^lid  not  constitute  a  vacancy.  The  Constitution 
speaks  only  of  vacancies  in  general,  and  does  not 
contemplate  on9  as  resulting  from  a  resignation. 
Advertmg  to  the  British  House  of  Commons,  he 
observed  that  in  that  body  there  could  be  no  resig- 
nation. This  is  an  established  principle.  The 
people  having  once  chosen  their  representatives, 
their  power  ceases,  and  consequently  the  body  to 
which  the  resignation  ought  to  be  made  no  longer 
exists.  From  the  experience  of  the  British  Go- 
vernment in  this  respect,  he  axgued  against  a  davi' 


ation  from  this  rule.  He  diowed  from  the  Con- 
stitution, thai  the  E«xecutives  of  the  Stales  who 
are  empowered  to  fill  vacancies,  are  not  at  all  au- 
thorized to  declare  the  existence  of  such  vacan- 
cies; for,  if  they  are  to  judge  in  the  cu^^  the 
whole  power  is  invested  in  them  of  determining 
the  whole  business  of  vacancies — an  idea  that  ma* 
terially  and  essentially  affects  the  privileges  of 
the  members  of  the  House.  He  remarked  that, 
even  by  the  law  of  Maryland,  the  requisite  steps 
liad  not  been  pursued  by  the  Executive  of  that 
State.  He  concluded  by  saying  that,  if  the  prin*- 
ciples  he  had  advanced  were  just,  he  hoped  the 
report  would  not  be  accepted. 

Mr.  Smith  (S.  C.)  had  had  his  doubts  on  the 
report ;  but,  on  more  mature  eonsideration,  he  was 
convinced  that  on  account  of  the  inconvenience 
which  would  result  from  rejecting  it,  and  from 
other  considerations,  it  was  proper  to  adopt  it,  but 
not  without  a  full  discussion.  He  then  stated 
s^oDie  particulars  to  show  that  the  vacancy  which 
had  occurred  on  thia  occasion  could  not  property 
be  called  a  resignation.  Mr.  Pinkmby  had  never 
taken  his  seat,  nor  the  requisite  oath.  He  said 
that  there  was  no  aaaloffy  between  the  Partiar 
ment  of  Great  Britain  and  this  House ;  the  mode 
of  issuing  the  writs  oriffinally,  and  of  filling^  up 
vacancies^  is  essentially  different  No  parts  ot  thie 
Constitution  prohibits  a  member  from  resigning, 
and  for  convenience  it  ouffht  to  be  concluded  that 
he  may  resign.  The  public  interest  may  sufier 
extremely  in  cases  of  sickness  or  embarrassments, 
which  may  prevent  a  member  from  attending. 
This  argument  from  the  body's  not  existing  to 
whom  the  resignation  ought  to  be  made,  will  ap- 
ply to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  whose 
resignation  is  expressly  mentioned  in  the  Consti^ 
lution.  The  objection  mrged  from  the  Executives 
of  the  States  judging  of  vacancies,  he  conceived 
had  no  great  force,  for  Congress  would  finally 
iudge  in  every  case  of  election.  It  is  uncertain 
now  the  practice  of  the  British  Parliament  ori- 
ginated. Bldckstone  says  nothing  of  resi^ations. 
when  a  member  wants  to  resign  in  that  legisla- 
ture, he  gets  appcnnted  to  some  fictitious  ofloe 
which  di^ualines  him  from  sitting  in  the  House. 
He  thought  it  best  to  establish  some  precedent, 
rather  than  oblige  members  who  may  wish  to  re- 
sign to  have  recourse  to  some  familiar  method,  bv 
accepting  of  some  appointment  in  the  State  whicn 
is  incompatible  with  a  seat. 

Mr.  Murray  said  he  was  in  favor  of  accepting 
the  report,  both  on  account  of  profNriety  and  con- 
veniency.  Vacancies  may  happen  from  various 
causes — by  resignatioa.by  death,  or  by  expulsion'^ 
the  Executive  of  the  State  is  the  proner  judge  in 
the  first  case.  He  stated  certain  dinerenoes  be- 
tween a  resignation  after  a  person  has  taken  his 
seat,  and  a  resignation  before  that  event.  In  the 
former  case,  Congress  will  of  course  give  notice  to 
the  Executive  of  the  State;  in  the  latter,  the 
Executive  alone  can  take  cognizance  of  the  resig- 
nation. He  stated  the  extreme  inconveniency 
which  would  result  from  the  ideas  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Vindnia,  as  it  would  respect  the  State 
of GeoK^    J^then stated sevend partieniais lo 
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show  that  Mr.  Pinkney  was  not  a  member  of 
the  House  agreeably  to  the  Constitution,  and  there- 
fore the  House  cannot  proceed  with  him  as  one. 
He  said  that  we  ought  to  be  willing  to  derive  in- 
formation from  the  experience  of  every  countrv ; 
but  he  conceived  that  no  precedents  could  be 
drawn  that  would  apply  in  the  present  case  from 
a  country  which  haui  none,  to  one  which  had  a 
Constitution  that  so  clearl/ defined  and  ^rded 
the  rights  of  the  citizens.  The  custom  which  had 
been  mentioned  as  obtaining  in  that  country,  arose 
from  a  wish  to  prevent  a  frequency  of  elections. 
From  what  haa  been  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  and  the  ideas  he  had  sug- 
gested, he  hoped  the  committee  would  be  induced 
to  accept  the  report. 

Mr.  Williamson  said,  that  it  appeared  to  hun 
that  the  Constitution  contemplates  that  a  member 
may  resign.  He  read  the  clause,  which  says  that  no 
member  of  the  Le^lature  shall  accept  of  an  oflSce 
made  during  the  time  for  which  he  was  chosen — 
from  hence  he  inferred  that  resignations  were 
clearly  contemplated. 

Mr.  Gbhry  said,  that  he  had  heard  nothing  to 
^ow  that  Mr.  Pinkney  had  ever  accepted  of  his 

appointment,  and  therefore  it  ought  to  nave  been        -  ,„„,  »..„  «w.  ua^  „utx«  «»j  w.  .«-.^,  w.^  ».^« 

expressed  that  he  had  declined ;  but,  grnmting  he    gi^^  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  and  until  othein 

had  resigned  after  accepting  his  appointment,  he  I  yriae  provided  for  by  law,  agreeably  to  the  Constitution 


WsDNEsnAY,  November  23. 

A  memorial  of  the  people  called  Ctuakers,  in 
the  State  of  Virgttiia,  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  statins  their  objections  to  certain  pro- 
visions of  a  bin  now  depending,  entitled  "  A  bill 
more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  national  de- 
fence by  establishing  an  uniform  militia  through- 
out the  United  States." 

Ordered.  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill 
more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  national  de- 
fence, by  establishing  an  uniform  militia  through- 
out the  United  States. 

APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  yesterday  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  to  the  bill  apportioning  the  Re- 
presentation of  the  People  of  the  United  States  ac- 
cording to  the  first  Enumeration :  whereupon,  the 
first  amendment  being  under  consideration  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

«  Section  first,  strike  out  from  the  word  **  That,''  after 
the  enacting  clause,  to  the  end  of  the  second  section, 
and  insert: 

«<  From  and  after  the  third  day  of  March,  one  thou- 


asserted  that  nothing  had  been  offered  to  prove 
that  resignations  might  not  take  place  in  one 
House  as  well  as  in  the  other ;  and  the  Constitu- 
tion plainly  expresses  that  a  Senator  may  resign. 
The  House   of  Commons  originated  with  the 


of  the  United  States,  the  House  of  Representatives  shall 
be  composed  of  members  who  shall  have  been  chosen  by 
the  people  of  the  several  States,  in  the  proportion  ii 
one  Representative  for  every  thirty  thousand  persons, 
computed  according  to  the  rule  prescribed  by  the  Con- 


Kings,  who  formed  that  body  to  control  the  Lords ;  stitution  of  the  United  States ;  that  b  to  wy,  from  the 
andhence  arose  the  prohibition  against  resigna- '  «-*-  "^  ^*-  H.mn.hn«.  fo«r:  the  State  of  Mass^ 
tions,  as  they  would  weaken  the  oody,  and  the 
expense  of  a  new  election  would  fall  on  the  King. 
With  respect  to  the  Executive  declaring  improper 
vacancies,  he  observed  that  Congress  was  invested 
with  full  power  to  control  the  Executives  of  the 
States  in  respect  to  such  declarations. 

Mr.  Senby  observed,  upon  a  distinction  made 
by  Mr.  Giles  between  a  resignation  on  the  part 
of  a  Senator  and  a  Member  of  the  House,  he 
supposed  a  resignation  in  either  would  equally 
vacate  a  seat,  and  that  no  difference  did  really 

exist. 

Mr.  SBnowicK  observed  that,  if  a  power  of  adju- 
dication was  vested  in  the  Executives  of  the 
States  to  determine  on  a  vacancy  in  cases  (rf  resig- 
nation, it  would  involve  this  consequence,  that  a 
power  of  judging  of  vacancies  in  all  possible  cases 
would  be  the  necessary  result.  He  thought  the 
proposition  involved  the  most  serious  effects  with 
respect  to  the  privileges  and  independency  of  this 

House. 

This  subject  was  further  discussed  the  next  day, 
and  ended  m  an  acceptation  of  the  report  of  the 
committee,  which  was  in  favor  of  Mr.  Merger's 

election. 

•  The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
miUee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  apportion- 
ing the  Representation  of  the  People  of  the  United 
States  according  to  the  first  Enumeration,  and 
after  making  several  amendments  thereto,  the 
committee  rose  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 


SUte  of  New  Hampshire,  four;  the  State  of  Mi 
chusetto,  fifteen ;  the  State  of  Connecticut,  seven ;  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island,  two ;  the  Stete.of  Vermont,  two ; 
the  Stote  of  New  York,  eleven;  the  State  of  New 
Jersey,  five ;  the  Stete  of  Pennsylvania,  fourteen ;  the 
Stete  of  Delaware,  one ;  the  Stete  of  Maryland,  nine ; 
the  State  of  Virginia,  twenty-one ;  the  Stete  of  Ken- 
tucky, two ;  the  Stete  of  North  Carolina,  eleven ;  and 
the  Stete  of  Georgia,  two  members :" 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being 

Eut,  to  amend  the  said  amendment  by  inserting 
etween  the  words  "  thirty"  and  **thousand,"  in 
the  fifth  line,  the  word/our, 

It  passed  in  the  negative — Yeas  21,  Nays  38,  as 
follows : 

Ybas^— Fisher  Ames,  John  Baptist  Ashe,  Robert 
Barnwell,  Elias  Boudinot,  Sheaija^ub  Bourne,  Ben- 
jamin Bourne,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Nicholas  Gilman, 
Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  Hillhouse,  Aaron  Kitcfaell, 
Samuel  Livermore,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Theodore  Sedg- 
wick, Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  William  Smith, 
John  Steele,  Jonathan  Sturges,  George  Thatcher,  and 
Artemas  Ward. 

Nats^ — Abraham  Baldwin,  Egbert  Benson,  John 
Brown,  William  Findley,  Elbridge  Geny,  WilUam  B. 
Giles,  James  Gordon,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin, 
William  Barry  Grove,  Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Heister, 
Daniel  Huger,  Israel  Jacobs,  John  W.  Kittera,  John 
Lauranoe,  Amasa  Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  James  Madison,  Andrew  Moore,  Fred- 
erick Augustus  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Murray,' 
John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker, 
Joshua  Senej,  Upton  Shmridine,  Thomas  Sumpter, 
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Peter  SyWester,  Thomas  TradweH,  Thomas  Tudor 
-Tudcer,  Abraham  Yenable,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  An- 
thony  Waylie,  Alexander  White,  Hugh  Williamson, 
and  Francis  Willis. 

And  then  the  main  question  being  put,  to  agree 
to  the  said  amendment  as  reported, 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative^ 

The  second  amendment,  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit: 

"Section  third,  strike  out  from  the  woid  *<That,"  at 
the  end  of  the  enacting  clause,  to  the  end  of  the  bill, 
and  insert: 

"^  The  President  of  the  United  States,  as  soon  as  the 
Karshal  <^  the  State  of  South  Can^ina  diall  have  trans- 
mitted to  him  returns  pursuant  to  the  provisions  bv  law 
tot  an  enumeration  oi  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States,  shall  cause  the  Executive  of  the  said  State  to  be 
notified  of  the  number  of  Representatives  to  be  elected 
wUhin  the  said  State,  according  to  the  proportion  albre- 
aaid," 

being  read,  was,  on  the  question  being  put 
thereupon,  a^eed  to  by  the  House. 

Orderea^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

MARYLAND  REPRESENTATIVE. 

The  House  a^in  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the 
Standing  Committee  of  Elections,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  letter  from  the  Executive  of  Mary- 
land, containing  the  resi^ation  of  William  Pink- 
net,  a  member  retumea  to  serve  in  this  House  for 
the  said  State;  and  aboa  certificate  of  the  election 
ci  John  Francis  Meroer,  in  the  room  of  the  said 
William  Pinkney ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  Chairman  reported  that  the  committee  had 
again  had  the  said  report  under  consideration,  and 
made  an  amendment  thereto ;  which  said  report 
and  amendment  were  twice  read  and  agreed  to 
by  the  House,  as  follows : 

"  It  appears  that,  at  an  election  held  for  the  State  of 
Maryland,  on  the  first  day  of  October,  one  thousand 
teven  hundred  and  ninety,  William  Pinkney  was  duly 
elected  a  Representative  for  that  State,  to  serve  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States ;  that  the 
certificate  of  his  election  has  been  duly  transmitted  by 
the  Executive  thereof  and  heretofore  so  reported  by 
your  committee ;  that,  by  letter,  dated  the  twenty-sixth 
of  September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
one,  directed  to  the  Governor  and  Council  of  that  State, 
William  Pinkney  resigned  that  appointment ;  and  that, 
in  consequence  of  such  resignation,  the  Executive  is- 
sued a  writ  for  an  election,  to  supply  the  vacancy  there- 
by occasioned,  and  have  certified  that  John  Frauds 
Meroer  was  duly  elected,  by  virtue  of  that  writ,  in  pui^ 
•uance  of  the  law  of  the  State  of  Maryland  in  that  case 
provided. 

**  Ruolvedf  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee 
that  John  Francis  Mercer  is  entitled  to  take  a  seat  in 
this  House  as  one  of  the  Representatives  for  the  State 
of  Maryland,  in  the  stead  of  William  Pinkney.'* 


Thursday,  November  24. 

Mr.  Dayton,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  extend  the  time  limited  for  the 


settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  United  States 
with  the  individual  States ;  which  was  received, 
read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  White,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with 
the  Indian  tribes ;  which  was  received,  read  twice, 
and  committed. 

APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

An  engrossed  bill,  apportioning  the  Represent- 
ation of  the  People  of  the  United  States,  according 
to  the  First  Enumeration,  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  the  question  being  put  that  the  said  bill  do 
pass,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  43, 
nays  12,  as  follows : 

TxAs. — ^Messrs.  Fisher  Ames,  John  Baptist  Ashe^ 
Abraham  Baldwin,  Robert  BamweU,  Egbert  Benson, 
Sheaijashub  Bourne,  William  Findley,  William  B. 
Giles,  James  Gordon,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin, 
William  Bany  Grove,  Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Heister, 
James  Hillhouse,  Daniel  Huger,  Israel  Jacobs,  Aaron 
Kitchell,  John  W.  Kittera,  John  Laurance,  Amasa 
Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James 
Madison,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlen- 
berg, William  Vans  Murray,  Josiah  Parker,  Cornelius 
C.  Schoonmaker,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Joshua  Seney, 
WiUiam  Smith,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Peter  Sylvester, 
Thomas  Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Abraham 
Venable,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Artemas  Ward,  An- 
thony Wayne,  Alexander  White,  Hugh  WilUamson, 
and  rrands  Willis. 

Nats^ — Elias  Boudinot,  Beiyamin  Bourne,  Jonathan 
Dayton,  Nicholas  Oilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  ^Samuel 
Livermore,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Upton  Sheridine,  Jeremiah 
Smith,  Israel  Smith,  Jonathan  Sturges,  and  George 
Thatcher. 

GEORGIA  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James  Jack- 
son, complaininfif  of  an  undue  election  and  return 
of  Anthony  Wuynb,  a  member  returned  to  serve 
in  this  House  from  the  State  of  Greorgia. 
The  report  being  read  by  the  Clerk, 
Mr.  Wayne  rose  and  observed,  that  about  eleven 
months  were  now  elapsed  since  the  election  which 
is  at  present  called  in  question,  had  taken  place — 
that  tne  House  was  already  upwards  of  four  weeks 
in  session — that  the  petitioner  must  surelv  have 
had  sufficient  time  to  come  forward,  at  tne  first 
meeting  of  the  House,  to  su{)port  the  charges  con- 
tained m  his  petition — that  it  could  hardly  be  im- 
agined the  want  of  time  prevented  him  from  ad- 
vancing— No! — it  was  rather  to  be  supposed,  that 
he  was  kept  back  by  the  want  of  evidence,  to 
substantiate  those  charges;  and  perhaps  by  the  ex- 
pectation of  {)rocuring  a  majority  in  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Georgia,  to  countenance  nis  claims:  these 
were  facts,  which,  he  believed,  were  not  unknown 
to  some  gentlemen  in  the  House;  the  same  arts, 
the  same  practices,  the  same  manoeuvres,  which 
had  procured  a  presentment  from  the  grand  jury, 
against  the  election  in  question,  and  even  against 
some  of  the  acts  of  the  General  Government,  might 
perhaps  be  expected  to  prevail  at  length  with  the 
Legisuttive  body. 
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The  newspapers  (he  observed)  Ifttve  teemed  on 
this  occasion,  with  testimonies  and  affidavits,  pro- 
cured durinff  several  months  past;  as  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  thev  had  been  obtained,  that,  he  said, 
was  a  subject  ot  investigation  for  a  future  day. 
Some  of  them  were  under  the  signatures  of  persons 
who  had  never  read,  nor  were  capable  of  reading 
them.  He  felt  for  the  situation  of  some  of  those 
individuals,  as  they  were  already  presented  for 
perjury  on  that  occasion.  , 

He  declared  that  he  entertained  not  the  most 
distant  desire  to  procrastinate  an  inquiry  into  the 
merits  of  the  election;  but  he  must  observe,  that 
it  could  not  but  be  obvious  to  everv  gentleman  on 
the  floor,  that  no  other  country  in  the  world  would 
countenance  the  mode  in  which  Mr.  Jackson  had 
proceeded,  by  the  publication  of  ex  parte  evidence 
on  a  subject  that  was  to  come  under  the  investi- 
gation 01  the  House. 

*  He  concluded  by  declaring  his  unwillingness  to 
trespass  on  the  time  of  the  committee.  He  would 
therefore  only  beg  leave  to  recapitulate,  that  ele- 
ven months  were  elapsed  since  the  election  took 
.place ;  and  that  the  petitioner  had,  ev«r  since,  been 
.industriously  emploved  in  procuring  evidence:  if 
Uie  coaamittee  should  be  disposed  to  indulge  the 
gentleman  with  further  time  for  that  iHirpose,  he 
woald  not,  for  his  part,  make  the  smallest  objec- 
tion to  granting  him  that  indulgence:  should  tiiey 
.think  proper  to  adopt  the  report  now  under  con- 
sideration, which  seemed  to  contemplate  and  even 
to  invite  tne  advances  of  that  gentleman,  he  would 
hfttve  no  objection  to  meet  him  upon  that  ground, 
or  upon  any  other,  provided  it  were  honorable 
ground. 

The  committee  then  proceeded  to  consider  the 
resolutions  limiting  a  time  for  the  trial,  and  regu- 
lating the  mode  in  which  it  is  to  be  conducted ; 
and  alter  having  made  sundry  amendments  there- 
to, rose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit 
again. 

Friday,  November  25. 

Philip  Ret,  from  Maryland,  appeared,  produced 
his  credentials,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Wads  WORTH,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed, presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  for  making 
compensation  to  widows,  orphans,  and  invalids,  in 
certain  cases;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Wadsworth^  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  for  making 
compensation  to  widows,  orphans,  and  invalids,  in 
certain  cases,  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  David  Cook;  which  was  received, 
and  read  the  first  time. 

GEORGIA  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  House  affain  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James 
Jackson,  complaining  of  an  undue  election  and 
return  of  Anthony  Wayne,  one  of  the  members 
returned  to  serve  in  this  House,  for  the  State  of 
Gleorgia;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 


Chairman  leported  that  the  committee  had  mMle 
several  amendments  thereto;  which  being  read, 
some  were  agreed  to,  and  others  disagreed  to. 

The  said  report  v^as  then  further  amended,  and, 
on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by'  the 
House,  as  follows: 

**  Retohed,  That  the  first  Monday  of  Februaiy  next, 
be  assigned  for  the  trial  of  the  articles  alleged  in  th0 
said  petition,  against  the  said  return. 

'*Ke$ohfed,  That  the  etidcnoe  which  may  be  effiwed, 
on  the  pait  of  the  petatieiier,  shaU  be  confined  to  tiie 
proof  of  the  articles  of  charge  exhibited  in  the  said  peti- 
tion against  the  validity  of  the  ivtum  of  the  said  election. 

^EemUoed,  That,  on  the  trial,  the  deposition  of  a  wH- 
ness  shaU  be  received,  which  riiall  ha^w  been  taken  ttOfe 
than  twenty-five  days  prior  to  the  day  assigned  for  the 
trial,  before  any  justice  or  judge  of  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,  or  before  any  chanedlor,  justice,  or  jndgs, 
of  a  supreme  or  superior  court,  mayor  or  chief  m^- 
strate  of  a  city,  or  judge  of  a  county  court,  or  court  ef 
common  pleas  of  any  of  the  United  States,  not  being  of 
counsel  or  attorney  to  either  the  said  Anthony  Wayne, 
or  the  petitioner:  Provided^  That  a  notification  from 
the  magistrate,  before  whom  ihe  deposition  is  to  be  taken, 
to  the  adverse  party,  to  be  present  at  the  taking  the 
same,  and  to  put  interrogatories,  if  he  think  fit,  shall 
have  been  first  made  out  and  served  on  the  adverse  party, 
or  his  attorney  especially  authorised  for  the  purpose,  as 
either  may  be  nearest,  if  either  is  within  one  hund^^ 
miles  of  the  place  of  such  caption,  allowing  time  for  thmr 
attendance,  after  notified,  not  less  than  at  the  rate  of  one^ 
day,  Sundays  exclusive,  for  every  twenty  miles  traveL 
And  every  person  deposing  shall  be  carefully  examined 
and  cantiened,  and  sworn  or  affirmed  to  testi^  the  whole 
truth,  and  shall  subscribe  the  testimony  by  him  or  her 
given,  after  the  same  shall  be  reduced  to  vmting,  which 
shall  be  done  only  by  the  magistrate  taking  the  deposi- 
tion, or  by  the  deponent  in  bis  presence.  And  Uie  de- 
positions so  taken,  together  with  a  certificate  of  the 
notice,  if  any,  given  to  the  adverse  party,  or  his  attoiMy, 
shall  be  sealed  up  by  the  said  magistrate,  and  directed 
to  the  Speaker :  Provided,  nevertheksty  That  no  exforie 
deposition  shall  be  used  on  the  trial  of  said  petition, 
which  shall  have  been  taken  at  any  time  before  the 
twenty-sixth  day  of  December  next :  Provided^  aim. 
That  evidence  taken  in  any  other  manner  than  is  herein 
before  directed,  and  not  objected  to  by  the  parties,  nxtn, 
with  tiie  approbation  of  the  House,  be  produced  on  the 
trial.'' 


MoNDA^Y,  November  28. 
RELIEF  OP  WIDOWS,  ORPHANS,  Ac. 

The  "Bill  for  making  compensation  to  widowS) 
orphans,  and  invalids,  in  certain  eases/'  was  taken 
up  in  Committee  of  tne  Wh(^,  Mr.  Muhlenbbko 
in  the  chair. 

The  committee  proceeded  through  the  major 
part  of  the  first  section,  and  agreed  to  the  clauses 
granting  sums  equivalent  to  seven  years  half-pay, 
to  the  orphan  children  of  Captain  R.  Lewis,  the 
widow  <H  Colonel  W.  Douglass,  and  the  orphan 
children  of  Major  A.  Leitch.  The  same  provision 
was  also  agreed  to  in  favor  of  the  widow  of  Colo- 
nel O.  Roberts,  with  a  proviso,  that,  if  any  purt  of 
the  said  annuity  has  been  already  paid  to  ner  by 
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tske  State  of  Soath  Carolina,  she  shall  oiAj  re- 
tmre  the  balance. 

By  the  next  clause,  a  similar  provisicm  was  in- 
tended for  the  children  of  Captain  W.  White, 
whose  widow  had  intermarried,  hot  not  till  after 
the  expiration  of  seren  years  ffom  his  death.  On 
this, 

Mr.  W.  Smith  suggested  the  propriety  of  con- 
sidering whether  the  widow  of  a  deceased  officer, 
erven  in  case  of  intermaririn^,  was  not  still  enti- 
tled to  that  part  of  the  nal^pay  annuity  which 
had  accrued  previous  to  the  marriage;  more  espe- 
cially as  it  was  presumable  that  she  had  in  the 
interim  incurred  some  expense  for  the  mainte- 
iiance  of  the  orphan  children. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  obserred,  that  the  claim  to  the 
aanuity  accrued  to  the  wMow  immediately  on 
the  death  of  the  officer;  that  she  had  a  right,  from 
day  to  day;  that,  if  the  contract  of  Grovemment 
had  been  performed,  she  i^ould  have  received  the 
whole  previous  to  her  marriage.  He  would  there- 
fore move  to  strike  out  "the  orphan  children,"  for 
the  purpose  of  inserting  the  name  of  their  mother. 

Mr.  Akb8  was  of  opinion,  that  the  only  right 
acquired  by  the  widow,  on  the  death  of  her  hus- 
band, was  the  right  of  applying  for  the  provision: 
instead  of  making  the  application,  she  had  inter- 
married; and  that  intersMtrriage  operatitig  as  a 
lenunciation  of  the  provision^  it  must,  in  his  opin- 
ion, revert  to  the  children.  As  to  any  expense 
by  her  incurred  for  the  maintenance  of  the  chil- 
dren; if  the  children  receive  an  estate  from  the 
pnblK),  that  estate  becomes  chargeable  with  their 
maintenance;  and  the  widow  will  come  in  like 
every  other  creditor. 

Mr.  LivBRMOBs  observed,  that,  as  the  widow 
had  not  intermarried  during  the  seven  years  for 
which  she  was  entitled  to  the  half-pay^  her  cl&im 
must  still  hold  good:  it  was  a  ri^ht  given  to  her 
for  her  own  use — not  to  ^y  her  nus&nd^s  debts. 
Her  non-application  for  it  could  not,  upon  any 
priiicipte,  l^  construed  into  a  transfer  of  the  right 
from  her  to  her  children,  who  had  no  pretensions 
at  all  to  it  during  the  seven  years  that  she  re- 
mained single:  ana  if  by  not  applying  for  the  pro- 
vision she  forfeited  her  claim  to  it,  the  chiloren 
were  excluded  as  well  as  she. 

Mr.  Williamson  remarked,  that  in  some  of  the 
States,  where  laws  were  passea  on  similar  subjects, 
no  respect  was  had  for  the  time  past;  the  annui- 
ties commencing  only  from  the  time  of  the  pass- 
ing the  law.  Further,  he  observed,  that,  ir  the 
Widow  had  received  the  money  from  day  to  day, 
the  children  would  have  partaken  of  the  benefit; 
whereas  if  it  be  now  given  to  her  new  husband, 
they  will  be  excluded  from  all  participation  in  it. 

Mr.  Laorance  reminded  the  committee,  there 
was  no  act  of  Congress  limiting  claims  of  this 
nature;  and  he  hoped  that  no  such  law  would 
now  be  made.  If  the  widowls  present  husband 
is  entitled  to  the  compenaatxon,  it  must  be  given 
to  him,  although  he  may  not  make  the  proper  use 
of  it.  The  intermarriage  of  an  officer's  widow 
Involved  the  forfeiture,  not  of  what  had  already 
accrued  to  her,  but  of  what  was  thereafter  to  ac- 
crue. She  had  contihued  a  widow  for  seven  yean; 


and  the  delay  t>f  payment  during  that  time,  was 
no  reason  why  she  should  lose  her  right. 

The  question^  on  the  motion  for  striking  out 
*4he  orphan  children,"  being  taken  and  carried, 
the  mother's  name  was  inserted:  after  which,  the 
committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave 
to  sit  again. 

TOBSOAT,  November  29. 

Mr.  Li  VERM  ORE,  from  the  committee  appointed^ 
presented  a  bill  to  establish  the  Post  Office  ana 
Post  Roads  within  the  United  States ;  which  wap 
received)  and  read  twice  and  committed. 

RELIEF  OF  WIDOWS^  ORPHANS,  dbc 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the 
amendments,  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  the  ^^BiU  for  makiujBf  compensa'ton  to 
widows,  orphans,  and  invalids,  m  certain  cases." 

On  the  nrst  i^endnient,  for  striking  out  the 
orphan  children  of  Captain  White,  and  inserting 
their  mother's  name, 

Mr.  Williamson  said,  that  on  the  marriage  of 
the  vridow  she  had  forfeited  her  claim,  which  then 
devolved  to  her  children;  he  wished,  therefore, 
the  halfway  should  go  to  them.  To  avoid,  how^ 
ever,  a  judicial  decitton  in  the  House,  he  would 
be  content  with  saying,  ^  the  legal  representatives" 
of  Captain  White. 

Mr.  Bboowiok  objected  to  the  Expression,  as  in> 
eluding  both  widow  and  children,  and  involving 
a  division  of  the  object  in  contest. 

Mr.  S.  BoORNE  was  of  opinion,  that,  by  the  in- 
tecmarriage  (though  after  tne  expiration  of  seven 
years)  the  widow  had  relinquished  her  claim  to 
the  pension:  the  riffht  she  had  aeqtnred  by  the 
death  of  her  husband,  was  only  what  the  law  calls 
^  chose  ih  cu^ion;"  it  had  only  accrued  to  her  con- 
ditionally; and  as  she  had  not  reduced  it  into 
possession  previous  to  her  marriage,  she  could 
have  no  pretemions  to  it  afler,  as  the  resolution  o[ 
Congress  expressly  says,  that  if  the  widow  mar* 
ries,  the  peasiim  shall  go  to  the  children.  He 
adided  several  arguments,  drawn  from  the  praelka 
of  the  cottrts,  to  show  the  invalidity  of  any  claim 
on  her  part  or  that  of  h«r  present  husband;  and 
concluded,  by  dedaring  his  opinion,  diat  tiie  pen- 
sion ou|^ht  to  be  paid  to  the  cniMren. 

Mr.  LivcRMORE  objected  to  the  words  ^legal 
representatives,"  as  contrary  to  the  intenticm  of 
Confess,  when  they  ori^naliy  made  the  gran^ 
which  was  never  intended  as  assets,  or  to  be  dis- 
tributed amon^  the  heirs  at  law.  It  those  words 
wete  admitted  they  would  turn  the  pension  into 
a  channel  that  v^as  never  contemplated.  To  Mr. 
Bourne's  arguments  dmwn  from  the  practice  of 
the  law,  he  opposed  others  derived  from  <tibe  same 
source;  and  maintained,  that  as  the  mother  had 
continued  seven  years  a  widow,  she  still  retains 
her  right;  and  that,  even  if  she  had  forfeited  i^ 
neither  the  children  nor  any  one  else  could  claitt 
it  now,  as  they  had  no  title  during  the  seven  y^eHur^ 
for  which  the  pension  was  granted. 

The  reason  why  this  petition  came  before  Cott« 
gress  was,  that  Congress  had  made  no  other  pro* 
vision  in  cases  of  this  kind,  than  to  recommettd 
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to  the  different  States  to  ^raat  suck  pensions,  and 
to  charge  them  to  the  United  States;  and  no  pro- 
Yisions  were  made  by  the  officers  of  the  Treasury, 
except  in  consequence  of  a  special  order.  In  the 
cases  of  some  General  officers,  who  were  consid- 
ered not  as  belonging  to  the  State,  but  as  officers 
of  Congress,  their  widows  and  children  were 
obliged  to  petition  Confess,  as  the  State  refused 
to  make  any  provision  lor  them,  though  liying  in 
it.  In  the  present  case,  perhaps  the  widow  did 
not  know  she  had  such  a  rifi^ht,  and  therefore  did 
not  make  application;  but  this  delay  cannot  ope- 
rate an  extmguishment  of  her  right,  which  is  not 
lost,  but  must  belong  to  the  same  person  to  whom 
it  originally  belonged. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  was  of  opinion,  that  a  deceased 
officer's  widow  had  an  indisputaole  title  to  what- 
ever part  of  the  pension  might  have  accrued  pre- 
vious to  her  intermarriage:  but  if,  after  such  in- 
termarriage, she  received  any  portion  of  it,  the 
orphan's  ffuardian  would  have  a  ri^ht  to  claim  all 
that  had  been  paid  to  her  beyond  mat  period.  He 
doubted,  however,  whether  Congress  ought  to 
make  such  a  determination;  as  he  thought  they 
have  no  right  to  pass  declaratory  laws  affecting 
the  rights  of  individuals.  The  question  before  the 
House  was  a  question  of  property  between  the 
widow  and  the  orphans;  their  right  depends  upon 
an  act  of  the  former  Congress,  and  must  be  deter- 
mined before  a  Court  of  Justice,  not  by  the  Legis- 
lative body,  who,  in  making  a  decision,  would  out- 
step the  limits  prescribed  by  the  Constitution.  He 
therefore  wished  the  matter  might  be  left  open  for 
a  judicial  determination,  and  that  the  House  would 
be  content  with  saying  ^4he  widow  or  orphan*  of 
the  late  Captain  White,  as  either  may  appear  en- 
titled thereto  by  the  act,"  d^. 

After  some  further  remarks  by  Mr.  Kittera 
and  Mr.  WitLiAMSON,  the  objection  stated  by  Mr. 
Smith  was  removed,  by  incorporating  the  sub- 
stance of  the  first  and  seventh  sections  into  one, 
'  by  which  it  is  enacted, 

**  That  the  C(»nptroUer  of  the  Treasmy  adjust  the 
claims  of  ^  widows  and  orphans,  respectively,  as  the 
oaae  may  be,  of  tho  late  Captain  R.  Lewis,  Colonel  W. 
Bouglasa,  Colonel  O.  Roberts,  Major  A.  Leitch,  Captain 
W.  White,  Lieutenant  J.  Haxxis,  Colonel  W.  Bond, 
Lieutenant  W.  Noyea,  Lieutenant  Colonel  B.  BUiott, 
Major  8.  Wise,  Major  B.  Huger,  Lieutenant  J.  Bosh, 
Major  C.  Motte,  and  C^tain  R.  Shubrick,  deceased,  all 
of  whom  were  killed,  or  died  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  seven  yean  half-pay  stipulated  by  the 
nsolve  of  Congress  of  Uie  24th  of  August,  1780 ;  and 
that  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  do  issue  his  certifi- 
cates accordingly.*' 

On  proceeding  to  the  second  amendment  of  the 
committee,  by  which  it  was  proposed  to  allow  to 
Timothy  Mix  five  dollars  per  month,  Mr.  Giles 
moved  to  strike  out  "Jiw,"  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
sertinff  ^^  sixteen  and  two-thirds,"  being  the  half- 
pay  of  a  Lieutenant 

Hereupon  a  debate  took  place^  in  which  various 
reasons  were  alleged  why  Mr.  Mix,  though  wound- 
ed in  the  grade  oi  a  Sergeant,  should  be  remune- 
lated  as  a iLieutenant,  since  by  his  valor  and  good 
conduct  he  had  risen  to  that  rank,  and  still  bravely 


fought  his  country's  battles,  notwithstanding  the 
state  of  mutilation  under  which  he  labored.  The 
difference  of  the  sum  could  be  of  little  consequence 
to  the  United  States,  though  of  the  greatest  coo- 
se(j[uence  to  him,  wno  was  now  reduced  to  the 
pamful  necessity  of  publicly  begging  his  bread  i 
to  grant  him  only  a  Sergeant's  pension,  would  be 
degrading  him  from  that  rank  to  which  his  merit 
had  exalted  him.  No  apprehension  could  be  en^ 
tertained  that  the  grant  of  an  officer's  half-pay 
would  open  a  wide  door  for  similar  applications: 
perhaps  the  whole  of  the  United  States  would  noC 
furnish  another  case  of  the  like  nature,  d^. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  urged  that  even  with 
the  allowance  of  five  dollars  per  month,  he  would 
fare  better  than  if  he  had  been  an  officer  from  the 
beginning;  since  he  had  already  received  the  com- 
mutation for  lieutenant's  half-pay,  and  had  no  fur- 
ther claim  to  any  compensation  whatever.  No 
degradation  was  meant,  nor  could  this  grant  be 
construed  into  one:  it  was  a  gratuity,  not  a  debt. 
If  every  man  who  had  suffered  in  tne  cause  of 
America  was  to  be  relieved  in  proportion  to  hia 
losses  and  distresses,  the  whole  revenue  of  the 
United  States  would  be  drained  before  one  half  the 
claimants  could  taste  the  bounty  of  Cbngress,  &c. 

The  question  being  severally  taken  on  Mr. 
Giles's  amendment,  and  on  the  amendment  of 
the  committee,  the  allowance  was  settled  at  five 
dollars  per  month. 

The  House  having  proceeded  through  the  bill 
and  the  amendments,  the  question  was  taken  on 
the  engrossment  for  a  third  reading,  and  carried. 


Weonbsday,  November  30. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act 
concerning  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,"  was  twice 
read  and  committed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Attorney  General,  respecting  his  Report 
on  the  Judicial  System  of  the  United  States; 
which  was  read :  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  order  of  the  ninth 
instant,  as  directs  the  Attorney  Greneral  to  report 
to  this  House  such  farther  information  as  he  may 
be  in  possession  of,  relative  to  the  operation  of  the 
Judicial  System,  be  discharged. 
I  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to  whom  was  referred  the  Report  of  the 
Attorney  General  on  the  Judiciary  System  of  the 
United  States  be  dischars^ed  therefrom ;  and  that 
the  said  report  be  referred  to  Mr.  Sedgwick,  Mr. 
HiLLHOusE,  Mr.  Laurance,  Mr.  Boudinot,  Mr. 
Kittera,  Mr,  Murray,  and  Mr.  Madison. 

Mr.  Goodhue,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  concerning  the  registering  or  re- 
cording of  ships  or  vessels ;  which  was  received,, 
and  read  twice  and  committed. 

RELIEF  OF  WIDOWS,  ORPHANS,  Ac. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  yesterday,  from  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  to  the  bill  for  making  compen- 
sation to  widows,  orphans,  and  invalids,  incertaiii 
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^;  and,  the  same  being  read,  some  were  agreed 
to,  and  others  disa^eed  to. 

And  tkea  the  said  bill,  being  further  amended, 
was,  together  with  the  amendments,  ordered  to  be 
eneraaed,  and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Soiate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ^  An 
act  rektiTe  to  the  election  of  a  President  and 
¥ice  President  of  the  United  States,  and  declaring 
the  officer  who  shall  act  as  President,  in,  case  of 
TMancies  in  the  o&ces  both  of  President  and  Vice 
'  Fraddent  f^  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  this  House.' 


Thursdat,  December  1. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  making  compensation  to 
widows,  orphans,  and  invalids,  in  certain  cases,  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '^  An  act 
relative  to  the  election  of  a  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  declaring  the 
Meet  who  shall  act  as  President,  in  case  of  vacan- 
cies in  the  offices  both  of  Presidoit  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent," was  read  the  first  time. 

RELIEF  OF  DAVID  COOK. 

The  House,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr. 
Muhlenberg  in  the  chair,)  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  "A  bill  for  the  relief  of  David 
Cook." 

The  purport  of  the  bill  wasL  to  allow  to  David 
Cook,  who  was  shot  througn  the  body  at  the 
battle  of  Monmouth,  one-third  of  the  monthly  pay 
of  a  captain  of  artillery,  provided  he  would  return 
two-thirds  of  his  commutation,  being  [as  expressed 
in  the  bill]  the  proportion  between  the  half-pay 
and  commutation. 

Mr.  Williamson  objected  to  this,  as  expressing 
what  was  contrary  to  fact  j  for,  as  the  commuta- 
tion was  given  for  half-pay,  his  refunding  two- 
thuds  of  the  commutation  could  only  entide  him 
to  a  third  of  the  half,  but  not  of  the  whole  pay. 

Mr.  LavEBMOBE  was  of  the  same  opinion. 

Mr.  Find  LEY  wished  the  House  might,  in  the 
present  instance,  set  a  favorable  precedent.  He 
oibserved  that,  ii  these  officers  who  had  receiv- 
ed wounds  in  the  service  of  their  country  were 
treated  no  better  than  others  who  had  escaped  un- 
hurt, then  there  was  no  compensation  allowed  for 
superior  hardship  and  suffering.  The  man  who 
was  unwounded  could,  with  the  assistance  of  his 
commutation,  embark  in  somebusinesss  that  would 
afford  him  a  maintenance.  The  case  was  differ- 
ent with  the  disabled  officer,  who  was  of  course 
obliged  to  sell.  In  such  circumstances  as  the  lat- 
ter, ne  would  wish  to  see  the  officers  permitted  to 
retain  the  commutation,  and  allowed,  moreover, 
such  part  of  the  annual  pension  as  might  be  ne- 
cesary  for  their  subsistence.  He  thought  it  a  dis- 
grace to  the  ccuntry  to  see  their  veteran  officers 
and  soldiers  pining  in  want  and  wretchedness. 
This,  however,  is  the  case,  and  is  but  the  natural 
consequence  ot  their  disability  which  incapacitat- 
ed them  from  duly  economizing  their  commuta- 
tion.    In  the  case  under  eonsi&ration,  the  object 


was  to  place  the  officer  in  a  more  eligible  situa- 
tion ;  but  i£  after  having  been  obliged  to  refund, 
he  should  die  in  the  course  of  a  year,  the  commu- 
tation would  then  be  lost  to  him  and  his  family ; 
and,  as  to  any  apprehensions  that  might  be  enter- 
tained of  throwing  open  a  door  for  the  admission 
of  other  claims,  by  showing  an  indulgence  in  the 
present  case,  he'was  so  far  from  bein^  swayed  by 
such  a  consideration  that  he  even  wished  to  see 
numbers  of  deserving  veterans  come  forward  to 
receive  those  rewards  to  which  their  services  en- 
titled them. 

Mr.  Barnwell  observed,  that,  to  purchase  the 
half-pay  at  the  expense  of  refunding  the  commu- 
tation, was  only  receiving  with  one  hand  and  pay- 
ing away  with  the  other.  He  wished  that,  witn- 
out  a  repayment  of  the  commutation,  the  hsuf-pay 
should  be  allowed  from  some  given  period. 

JAi.  Baldwin  remarked,  that,  as  tne  petitioner 
had  been  examined  by  persons  a^ipointed  to  decide 
on  the  degree  of  his  disability,  if  the  House  set 
aside  their  decision  in  the  present  instance,  they 
should  do  the  same  in  every  other  case. 

Mr.  Kittera  entered  into  sundry  calculationsL 
tending  to  prove  that  the  grant  of  faialf-pay  woula 
confer  no  real  benefit  on  an  officer,  if  clogj^ed  with 
the  ccmdition  of  returning  the  commutation. 

Mr.  HiLLHonsB  wished  the  committee  might 
rise,  and  the  matter  be  postponed  until  the  proper 
officer  should,  from  the  current  value  of  the  public 
securities,  ascertain  the  rate  at  which  the  united 
States  may  be  indemnified  for  the  commutation, 
that  the  repayment  may  only  be  made  in  propor- 
tion. 

Mr.  Hartley  observed,  that  the  Committee 
were  about  to  establish  a  principle  which  would 
affect  a  number  of  officers.  Pursuant  to  their  con- 
tract with  the  public,  they  were  entitled  to  half- 
pay  for  life ;  in  lieu  ot  which,  they  thought  it  more 
to  their  advantage,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war, 
to  accept  of  wh^e  pay  for  five  years.  Since  that 
period,  nowever,  many  of  them  have  been  so  af- 
fected by  their  woundis  as  to  be  disabled  from  ob- 
taining a  livelihood.  Something  ought,  in  hb 
opinion,  to  be  done  for  those  men,  whom  it  was 
cruel  to  see  travelling  about  in  distress,  after  they 
had  rendered  such  services  to  their  country.  He 
adverted  to  the  circumstance  of  the  amount  of  the 
half-pay  being  alone  sufficient  (without  refunding) 
to  discharge  the  commutation,  in  a  certain  num- 
ber of  years ;  after  which,  he  thought  it  but  jus- 
tice that  those  unfortunate  men  should  receive  a 
further  compensation  for  their  services  and  suffer- 
ings. Thb  being,  however,  a  question  of  conside- 
rable moment,  he  wished  the  committee  might 
rise,  to  consider  again  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  opposed  the  rising  of  the  com« . 
mittee,  as  he  saw  no  advantage  in  postponing  the 
business.  The  public  officers  had,  for  several 
years,  pursued^  in  cases  of  this  nature,  a  regular 
system,  in  which  he  thought  it  might  prove  dan« 
gerous  to  innovate.  A  general  revision  of  the 
claims  of  the  officers  on  the  pension  list  would  be 
attended  with  much  difficulty.  Better  that  the 
House  should  determine  on  particular  cases.  The 
one  under  consideration  he  wished  to  see  taken  up 
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CO  its  own  merits,  and  a  proyision  made  suitable 
to  the  peculiarity  of  the  circumstances. 

Mr.  Parkbr  disapproved  of  passing  laws  for 
particular  cases,  when  they  could  all  be  embraced 
by  a  general  one.  If  the  committee  should  rise, 
he  hoped  it  would  be  for  the  purpose  of  reporting 
their  opinion  in  faror  of  passing  a  bill  to  make  a 
general  provision  for  all  such  eases.  If  they  pro- 
ceeded in  the  bill  under  consideration,  he  would 
wi^  to  include  in  it  Captain  Campbell,  in  ^hose 
favor  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  had  just 
been  read. 

The  question  on  the  committee's  rising  being 
taken  and  lost, 

Mr.  BounmoT  observed,  that  unless  Captain 
Cook's  situation  (in  consequence  of  his  wound) 
be  now  worse  than  it  was  at  the  time  oi  inspec- 
tion, the  House  ou^t  strictly  to  adhere  to  the 
principle  laid  down  m  the  rule  heretofore  estab- 
ti^ed.  He  thought  it  dangerous  to  change  that 
law  in  an  individual  case.  If  any  innovation  were 
to  take  place,  it  ought  equally  to  extend  to  all ; 
otherwise,  petitions  would  be  pouring  in  by  every 
man  on  the  pension  list,  suing  for  the  same  advan- 
tages that  had  been  granted  to  one.  If  Captain 
Cook's  situation  were  grown  worse,  his  particu- 
lar circumstances  might  require  the  particular  atr 
tention  of  the  House ;  otherwise,  it  would  be  pru- 
dent to  weigh  the  consequences  of  deviating  from 
the  established  rule.  A  number  of  invalids  had, 
on  refundinjgf  part  of  their,  commutation,  been  ad- 
■litted  on  the  pension  list ;  and  if  the  House  did 
Bot  think  that  a  sufficient  compensation  for  wounds 
and  services,  the  same  additional  favor  that  was 
shown  to  any  one  ou^ht  to  be  generally  extended 
to  every  one.  This  ne  thought  the  onlv  path  to 
be  pursued^  if  the  House  wisned  to  avoia  the  im- 
pnlation  or  injustice  to  many  worthy  men,  whose 
Munes  are  on  the  pension  list. 

After  some  furtner  debate,  the  committee  rose 
a&d  reported  the  bilL  without  amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.'rARKsn,  it  was  then  proposed 
to  amend  the  bill  by  the  insertion  of  a  clause  for 
the  admission  of  Captain  Campbell  (above  men- 
Ikmed)  on  the  pension  list,  with  an  allowance  of 
the  half-pay  of  a  c^tain  of  infentry. 

Be  vera!  gentlemen  having  spoken  m  support  of 
the  amendment, 

Mr.  FiT28iM0iva  expressed  a  wish  to  see  a 
suitable  provision  made  for  every  case  similar  to 
the  two  under  consideration,  but  thought  the  House 
were  pursuing  a  very  improper  mode  of  making 
such  provision.  Equal  justice  ought  to  be  done 
to  alL  This  was  not  the  case  in  the  present  in- 
stance, in  which  the  two  officers  were  put  on  an 
unequal  footing.  He  saw  no  reason  why  one 
.  should  receive  more^  and  the  other  (merely  be- 
eause  he  had  not  asked  more)  should  receive  less. 
When  officers  are  put  on  the  pension  list,  this 
ouffht  to  be  done  in  the  most  convenient  manner, 
and  some  general  law  must  be  made  for  the  pur- 
pose. Sudi  a  measure  would  obviate  the  incon- 
venience of  throwing  in  fractions  of  £20  to  one 
and  £50  to  another.  If  gentlemen  would  suffer 
the  bill  to  pass  as  reported  by  the  committee.  Cap- 1 
min  Campbell,  and  many  others  in  As^ar  oir^  | 


cumstaaces,  might  be  provided  for  by  a  geueral 
law. 

Mr.  Wadswobth  observed,  that  many  such  pe- 
titioners had  waited  three  years  without  reoeivmg 
any  relief.  He  admitted  that  the  resolutions  a 
the  old  Congress  excluded  the  petitioner  from  the 
pension  list,  unless  the  comsnutaticm  were  retuio- 
ed ;  but  he  hoped  the  House  would  not  consider 
themselves  as  bound  by  those  resolutions.  Hb 
could  not  consent  to  see  the  few  invalids  who  have 
survived  their  hardships  and  distresses,  doomed  to 
starve  and  perish  for  want.  The  whole  annual 
amount  of  the  invalid  pensions  is  only  $87,000-**^ 
a  sum  far  short  of  what  is,  in  many  countries  of 
Europe,  annually  spent  by  a  single  individual ; 
and  even  this  is  every  day  diminishing.  As  to 
the  idea  of  a  ^  general  biU,"  he  had  often  heard 
general  bills  tafl^  of,  when  there  was  a  ques^on 
of  postponing  the  consideration  of  particular  cases, 
but  he  had  ever  observed  them  to  end  in  nothing. 
He  was  pleased,  however,  to  see  in  the  House  an 
increasing  disposition  to  do  justice.  He  hoped 
the  same  ^rit  had  extended  its  influence  to  tlto 
^nate,  and  that  they  v^uld  be  disposed  to  do  jus- 
tice also. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  amendment, 
and  carried,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  BonniNOT  laid  6n  the  table  a  resolution  tfaiit 
the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  lav  before  the 
House  a  statement  of  the  claims  of  all  such  inva- 
lids, widows,  and  orphans^  as  are,  in  his  opinion, 
justly  entitled  to  the  provisions  made  by  the  foi*- 
mer  Congress,  but  have  beeh  prevented  from  te- 
ceiving  the  same ;  together  with  the  particular 
circumstances  attending  such  claims ;  and  also  a 
similar  statement  of  the  claims  of  all  other  per- 
sons belonging  to  his  Department  who  have  been 
prevented  from  exhibiting  the  same  in  due  time. 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  explain  an^ 
amend  the  acts  which  relate  to  the  seven  years' 
half  pay  promised  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
officers  who  died  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  persons  who  are,  or  have  been,  en- 
titled to  pensions  as  invalids ;  and  that  Mr.  La0- 
RANCB^  Mr.  FiTZsiMONS,  and  Mr.  Barnwell,  be 
the  said  committee. 


Friday,  December  2. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Cook, 
and  Thomas  Campbell,  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^'  An  act 
relative  to  the  election  of  a  Pi^esident  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  declaring  the 
officer  who  shall  act  as  President  in  case  of  va- 
cancies in  the  offices  both  of  President  and  Vice 
President,'^  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  committed  to  a  Committ^^  of  the  Whok 
House.    Committed. 

Ordered^  That  the  petition  of  Nathaniel  Lucaii, 
which  lay  on  die  table,  be  referred  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War. 

k  memoiM  and  pelilioiief  the  8odety  oi  Vtk- 
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tad  Biethien  for  propagatmsr  th«  Gk)8pel  amoUff 
tke  Hemlhen,  was  presentea  to  the  House  ana 
jeadi  praying  that  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the 
lUbra  of  September,  one  thousand  seY&k  hundred 
and  eighty-eip^ht,  making  a  grant  of  certain  lands 
6>r  the  benefit  of  tke  sud  Sodety,  may  be  con- 
fined, and  warrants  issued  to  survey  the  same. 
Referred. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  Gk>Temment,  for  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two. 

Mr.  Parker  observed,  that  the  sum  contem- 
plated to  be  granted  by  the  bill  before  the  com- 
mittee was  nearly  double  the  amount  of  that 
granted  for  a  former  year.  He  conceived  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  committee  who  reported  this  bill 
to  have  examined  into  the  expenditure  of  the 
Ibnner  appropriations,  and  called  on  them  for  in- 
formation on  this  head. 

Mr.  Lauranob  said,  that  it  was  not  the  duty  of 
the  eommittee  to  collect  the  information  called 
ftyr.  Public  officers  had  their  accounts  settled  ac- 
eording  to  law.  and  those  settlements  were  open 
to  the  inspection  of  the  members.  It  was  only^ 
the  duty  of  the  committee  to  examine  the  esti- 
mates contained  in  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  to  report  a  biU,  providing  for 
the  expenses  of  Gbvermnent  and  the  discha^  of 
ehiims  due  in  1792.  The  Committee  of  the  Whole 
would  also  examine  those  estimates.  The  amount 
of  salaries  depended  upon  the  positive  laws  of  the 
Legislature,  and  the  estimates  from  the  different 
offices  stated  to  what  purpose  the  money  called 
for  by  each  was  intended  to  be  applied.  If  from 
tike  documents  in  the  possession  orthe  committee, 
k  was  found  that  money  was  wanted,  money 
would  be  granted  he  supposed ;  if  money  was  not 
ftund  wantii^,  grants  would  not  be  made.  When 
Ae  former  Congress  made  grants  of  money  for 
Particular  purposes,  thev  necessarilv  relied  on  the 
honor  of  their  officers  that  it  would  be  expended 
agreeably  to  appropriation. 

Mr.  Parkbr  aid  not  doubt  but  that  the  com- 
mittee had  done  what  they  thought  their  duty, 
but  his  wish  in  rising  was  to  perovoke  an  inquiry 
into  the  escpenditure  of  money  heretofore  appro- 
priated. He  had  no  doubt  of  the  integrity  m  the 
officers  into  whose  hands  the  money  was  intrusted, 
yet  he  thought  it  the  duty  of  the  Representatives 
of  the  people  to  inquire  in  what  manner  the  money 
of  their  constituents  was  expended.  The  sums 
intended  for  the  War  Department  he  considered 
as  very  considemble,  and  for  the  Treasury  De- 
partment sums  were  called  for  to  pay  a  numoer  of 
elerks,  who  perhaps  were  not  all  employed.  He 
eoneluded  by  deohtring  that  he  could  not  vote  in 
fhvor  of  the  bill  until  he  had  obtained  the  informa- 
tion he  called  for. 

Mr.  FiTBsiMONS  remarked,  that  the  allowance 
of  the  different  clerks  of  the  Treasury  would  not 
be  paid,  if  it  was  not  shown  to  the  proper  officer 
timt  they  had  been  employed  and  had  done  their 
ttay.  . 

Mr.  Baijiwiw  said  the  committee,  of  which  he 


was  a  member,  had  not  been  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expenaiture  of  former  appropriated  money, 
but  to  bring  in  a  bill  agreeably  to  the  report ;  yet, 
as  an  individual  member,  he  had  called  at  the 
Register's  c^Sce,  and  had  been  induced  to  look 
over  die  accounts.  In  that  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate,  three  thousand  dollars  had  been  appro- 
priated last  year  for  contingent  expenses.  He  did 
not  see  that  that  sum  had  fallen  short  though  that 
officer  now  called  for  four  thousand  nve  hundred 
dollars  as  am  appropriation  for  the  expenses  of 
1793.  The  reason  for  granting  this  increased 
sum,  was  stated  that  some  articles  had  risen  in 
price. 

Mr.  Datton  observed,  that  the  objections  which 
Mr.  Parker  made  to  the  bill  were  indefinite.  He 
wished  he  vrotild  point  out  thoseparts  on  which 
his  dislike  to  it  was  grounded.  They  appeared  to 
amount  to  this,  that  he  would  not  vote  for  an  ap- 
propriation bill. 

Mr.  Sm rre  (N.  H.)  said  the  bill  was  intended 
to  make  provision  for  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment, and  he  could  see  no  necessary  connexion 
between  the  object  of  it  and  an  examination  into 
the  expenditure  of  money  already  approprisited. 
He  saw  no  reason  for  suspending  liis  determina- 
tion on  this  till  he  had  received  satisfkctory  in- 
formation on  the  other  head:  for  if  the  officers 
were  not  able  to  account  for  one  farthing  of  the 
monev  appropriated,  yet  it  would  be  necessary  to 
provide  tor  future  expenses.  He  agreed  that  the 
mformation  called  tor  was  necessary,  but  con- 
tended it  need  not  interfere  with  the  business  now 
before  the  committee,  or  interrupt  its  progress. 

Mr.  Clark  thought  the  inquiry  not  only  neces- 
sary, but  well-timra.  There  was  no  doubt  that 
the  money  appropriated  had  been  expended ;  bilt 
he  wished  to  know  whether  it  had  been  pro- 
perly expended.  It  was  necessary  to  know  now 
It  was  expended,  before  any  more  was  appropri- 
ated. This  information  should  form  the  ground 
of  fliture  appropriations. 

Mr.  Park£R  declared  he  had  no  intention  of 
unnecessarily  impeding  the  progress  of  the  bUl 
before  the  committee }  but  he  saw  no  necessity 
for  hurrying  the  business — to  give  two  or  three 
davs  for  inquiries  would  be  no  injury  to  it.  He 
did  not  know  that  any  money  had  been  applied 
by  any  of  the  officers  of  Government  improperly, 
but  he  conceived  it  his  duty  to  inquire.  As  soon 
as  the  inquiry  was  made,  and  the  information  he 
called  for  obtained,  he  was  ready  to  grant  every 
requisite  supply ;  because  he  was  confident  that 
these  inquiries,  once  made,  would  never  be  ne- 
^ected,  and  a  habit  would  follow  to  look  into  the 
expenditure  of  all  pubHe  appropriations.  He  again 
adverted  to  the  great  increase  c^  expense,  by  com-, 
paring  the  appropriation  of  the  second  session  df 
Congress  and  the  one  proposed  by  the  bill  before 
the  committee.  The  nrst  was  about  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  and  this  upwards  of  a  million. 
Perhaps  there  was  a  necessity  for  this  increase, 
and  afl  money  heretofore  granted  had  been  pro- 
perly expended,  but  this  he  wished  might  be  made 
to  appear. 

Mr.  liAURAitca  wished  every  part  of  the  bin 
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handed  in,  was  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Hoosei 
and  a  copy  put  into  the  hands  of  each  member,  so 
that  they  had  a  full  opportunity  of  examining  it. 
The  bill  now  before  the  committee  had  been  re- 
ported two  weeks  since;  so  that^  from  the  time  <^ 

I   *'Ua   Kill'o   Ka«tk«w  w^savrvw^aJ    #VkA   Kaveitr^oeo    noil  rk/\#  Kaam 


thoroughly  examined,  and  every  member  satisfied 

that  the  sums  called  for  were  necessary  before 

they  were  appropriated.    The  gentleman  from 

Virginia,  who  first  objected  to  the  bill,  only  took 

a  comparative  view  of  the  sum  total  of  lormer  ,  ^ 

appropriations  and  of  that  contemplated  by  the    the  bill's  being  reported,  the  busmess  had  not  beai 


bill.  He  wished  the  gentleman  would  turn  to  the 
particulars,  and  view  the  variety  and  nature  of 
the  calls  on  the  Treasury  for  1792.  He  noticed 
the  mention  that  had  been  made  of  the  increased 
sums  called  for,  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Senate,  and  said  that,  if  the  whole  ofVthis  was  not 
expended,  the  remainder  would  lay  in  the  Trea- 
sury, and  such  parts  as  were  expended  must  be 
accounted  for  by  the  proper  officer  to  the  proper 
office  where  it  was  open  to  inspection. 

Mr.  Smith  (S.  C.)  wished  that  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  to  satisfy  his  doubts  respecting  the 
expenditure  of  former  appropriations,  would  take 
the  trouble  of  examining  the  accounts  of  the  Trea- 
surer, which  had  already  been  lying  on  the  table 
for  three  weeks.  He  mentioned  some  of  the  ob- 
jects that  occurred  at  the  present  session,  and 
which  called  for  an  increase  of  the  sum  to  be  ap- 
propriated. Amon^  these  he  enumerated  the  in- 
crease of  our  armv  m  consequence  of  the  attacks 
on  our  frontiers,  the  expense  incurred  in  taking 
the  census,  the  additional  claims  on  Grovemment, 
and  the  expense  of  the  Grovemment  of  the  South- 
western Territory.  He  wished  the  gentleman  to 
state  the  particular  parts  of  the  bill  he  objected  to. 
If  he  did  this,  the  attention  of  the  committee 
would  be  turned  to  one  point,  and  progress  might 
be  made  in  the  business. 

Mr.  Steele  thought  the  objections  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Parker)  proper ; 
and  fully  agreed  in  the  propriety  of  checking  the 
progress  of  the  biU  until  the  information  called  for 
by  that  gentleman  could  be  obtained.    The  inten- 
tion, he  conceived,  in  appointing  a  select  com- 
mittee was,  that  tney  should    xamine  the  esti- 
mates on  which  the  appropriation  bill  was  to  be 
founded.    He  wished  to  know  how  it  happened 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  for  contingent 
expenses  of  that  body,  should  call  for  four  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars,  when  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  only  called  for  five 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  though  the  last 
mentioned  body  is  so  much  more  numerous  than 
the  first.    He  was  of  opinion  that  the  annual  con- 
tinfi;ent  expenses  of  the  Auditor's  and  Comptrol- 
ler's offices  must  now  be  well  knoyrn  from  expe- 
rience, and  that  suppontion  was  no  longer  proper 
in  estimating  the  sums  necessary  to  be  apppropri- 
ated  for  those  obiects.    He  conceived  that  tne  last 
year's  expenses  beinj^  inquired  inta  would  five 
the  sum  necessary  fox  the  next.    He  wished  to 
depend  on  the  select  committee  for  every  informa- 
tion of  this  kind ;  and,  if  they  were  not  able  to 
give  it,  he  conceived  they  had  not  done  their  duty. 
Mr.  Laurance  supposed  it  was  the  duty  of 
members  to  inform  themselves  on  every  subject 
that  came  before  the  House.    In  this  instance, 
want  of  time  could  not  be  pleaded  in  excuse  for  a 
neglect  of  this  duty.    The  estimate  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  had  early  in  the  session  been 


precipitated.    Gentlemen  knew  the  subject  was 
before  them,  and  if  they  had  examined  into  it, 
their  minds  would  be  made  up,  because  there  were 
materials  on  which  their  opinions  could  be  formed, 
Relative  to  the  two  particulars  adverted  to,  first 
the  increased  estimate  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate,  he  observed,  that  it  was  impossible  for 
any  member  of  the  committee  positively  to  de- 
clare that  the  additional  sum  of  one  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars  to  the  former  allowance  was  too 
much.    With  respect  to  the  estimate  of  the  Clerk 
of  the  House,  it  was  particular,  it  was  easily  exr 
amined,  and  the  Committee  ot  the  Whole  were 
competent  to  determine  whether  any  items  of  it 
appeared  unreasonable.    The  contingencies  in  the 
War  Department,  in  the  Comptroller's  office.  ^., 
if  they  were  higher  than  heretofore,  it  should  be 
considered  that  rents  are  raised,  and  wood  higher, 
and  an  allowance  should  therefore  be  made.    He 
was  sorry  to  hear  it  said  that  the  committee  had 
not  done  their  duty.    The  information  called  for, 
he  repeated,  was  on  the  table.    It  was  impossible 
for  the  committee  to  say  the  exact  quantity  of 
wood,  paper,  &c.,  necessary  for  the  Houses — some- 
thing must  be  left  to  the  honor  and  integrity  of 
the  persons  intrusted  with  making  the  purchase 
of  these  articles. 

Mr.  Gerry  said,  that  the  committee  were  di- 
rected to  report  a  bill  pursuant  to  the  estimate 
made,  and  their  duty  had  no  relation  to  the  ex- 
amination of  the  last  year's  expenditure.  Yet  he 
conceived  it  the  duty  of  the  House  to  make  some 
such  inquiry,  and  he  hoped  the  committee  would 
rise  to  give  time  to  collect  this  information.  He 
wished  the  House  would  make  it  a  rule  that  every 
Executive  should,  at  each  session,  lay  before  the 
House  an  account  of  the  expenditure  of  all  the 
money  passing  through  their  hands.  The  people 
depended  on  Uieir  Representatives  for  a  scrutmy 
into  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money.  He 
wished,  at  present,  that  a  committee  should  be 
appointed  to  exaipme  into  the  expenditure  of  all 
former  appropriafeons,  and  that  a  rule  should  be 
established  to  apply  for  the  future,  and  procure 
regular  accounts  from  every  branch  of  the  Exe- 
cutive Department.  The  effect  of  this,  in  the 
end,  would  be  to  increase  the  confidence  of  the 
people  in  those  officers,  by  bringing  the  rectitude 
of  their  official  conduct  to  full  evidence,  and 
would  be  the  best  guard  against  the  embezzlement 
of  public  money,  should  we  be  less  fortunate  in 
future  in  the  choice  of  Executive  officers.  If  some 
such  plan  as  this  was  not  adopted,  the  Represent- 
atives would  have  no  more  idea  of  the  money  ex- 
pended than  the  people  themselves,  and  the  people 
no  more  than  if  their  officers  were  in  the  moon. 
He  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  hoped  the  committee  would  not 
rise  until  some  more  notice  had  been  taken  of  the 
objections  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.    His 
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charges  were  to  the  bill  in  general,  and  were 
foanded  upon  the  difference  between  the  sum  total 
of  the  appropriation  contemplated  in  the  bill,  and 
that  of  former  appropriations,  a  difference  of  about 
four  hundred  thousand  dollars.  To  account  for 
this  difference  he  wished  the  gentleman  would 
turn  his  attention  to  the  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury ;  in  which  he  would  find  a  num- 
ber of  extraordinary  calls  for  considerable  appro- 
friations.  A  considerable  sum  to  the  King  of 
^rance;  a  large  sum,  the  balance  of  an  old  ac- 
count due  Oliyer  Pollock;  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  dollars,  a  deficiency  in  last  year's  appro- 
priation; considerable  expenses  in  consequence  of 
an  increase  of  our  army  for  the  defence  of  the 
Pennsylyania  and  Virginia  frontiers.  He  men- 
tioned that  if  the  sums  called  for  to  provide  for 
these  objects,  and  a  few  more  which  he  enume- 
rated, were  added  together^  they  would  be  found 
to  make  up  nearly  the  dinerence  complained  of. 
This  explanation  he  considered  as  necessary,  lest 
it  should  be  imagined  that  our  regular  annual  ex- 
penses had  increased  in  the  sum  of  four  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  These  extraordinary  expenses 
were  peculiar  to  the  ensuing  year,  and  could  not 
be  reckoned  as  an  increase  to  the  annual  expenses 
of  the  Grovemment  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Steele  wished  the  members  of  the  select 
committee  would  declare  whether  they  had  exa- 
mined the  items  of  the  particular  estimates  laid 
before  them.  He  was  willing  to  rely  on  their  opin- 
ion of  them  to  make  up  his  own  mind. 

Mr.  Baluwin  said,  the  committee  were  only  ap- 
pointed to  bring  in  a  bill  in  conformity  to  the  esti- 
mates laid  before  the  House.  He  conceived  that, 
as  every  member  had  a  right  to  examine  the  do- 
cuments on  which  those  estimates  were  founded, 
that  they  would  take  the  necessary  step  to  ac- 
quire information.  For  his  own  part  he  nad  been 
induced  for  this  purpose  to  call  at  tne  Register's 
office.  He  had  procured  from  the  Register  such 
papers  (making  himself  personally  responsible  for 
their  safety)  as  threw  sufficient  light  upon  it  to 
satisfy  his  mind;  those  papers  were  on  the  table 
and  open  to  the  inspection  of  every  member. 

Mr.  Giles  was  of  opinion  that  the  committee 
had  done  their  duty,  and  had  acted  in  conformity 
to  the  resolution  ot  the  House.    He  mentioned 
his  being  one  of  a  small  minority  against  that  reso- 
lution, when  it  was  under  consideration.    At  that 
time  he  was  of  opinion  that  some  previous  exami- 
nation was  necessary.    He  adverted  to  the  esti- 
mate from  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate.    Tbat 
officer  called  for  four  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, for  contingent  expenses^  though  it  did  not 
appear  that  there  was  a  deficiency  m  the  sum  of 
three  thousand  dollars  granted  last  year.    The 
only  reason  that  was  given  for  an  increase  of  fifty 
per  cent,  was,  the  increased  price  of  the  articles 
to  be  purchased.    He  was  against  allowing  an  un- 
necessary latitude  in  appropriations.     It  would 
generally  be  found  that  the  expenditures  would 
come  up  very  near  to  the  sum  appropriated;  and 
if  three  thousand  dollars  were  sufficient  last  year, 
it  remained  to  be  determined  whether  the  in- 
creased price  of  articles  warranted  an  increase  of 


fifty  per  cent,  in  the  sums  to  be  appropriated  now. 
If  an  increase  in  the  appropriations  for  the  De* 
partment  of  War,  from  good  reasons,  was  neces* 
sary,  this  was  no  reason  why  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  Senate  should  increase.  He  hoped 
the  passage  of  the  bill  would  not  be  precipitated, 
and  was  of  opinion  that  information  should  be 
previously  obtained.  He  approved  of  the  idea 
suggested  by  Mr.  Gerrt,  to  call  on  Executive 
officers  at  stated  times  for  their  accounts.  It  had 
been  said  that  members  could  seek  for  information 
at  their  offices;  he  thought  it  more  proper  that 
the  officers  should  be  called  upon  to  oring  their 
accounts  to  the  House.  He  did  not  like  the  mode 
pointed  out;  and,  indeed,  even  supposing  the  mem- 
bers had  neglected  a  duty,  yet  ne  hoped  further 
time  would  not  be  refusea.  He  was  for  the  com- 
mittee's rising. 

Mr.  Barnwell  was  of  opinion  that  the  Repoft 
of  the  Treasurer,  containing  a  full  account  of  the 
receipt  and  expend  it  are  of  all  the  public  money, 
was  the  fullest  information  that  need  be  received. 
Neither  the  members  of  the  House,  nor  a  commit- 
tee of  it,  could  possibly  examine  into  the  minutiae 
and  items  of  every  public  account.  The  Comp- 
troller, Treasurer,  and  Register,  were  the  proper 
officers  to  do  this.  If  any  member  of  the  House 
was  dissatisfied  with  any  particular  charge  re- 
ceived at  the  Treasury,  he  could,  either  as  an 
individual,  call  and  examine  into  its  propriety,  or 
on  the  floor  of  the  House  call  for  the  inK>rmation 
he  wanted  to  satisfy  his  mind. 

Mr.  FiTZSiMONS  was  against  the  committee's 
rising.  Many  of  the  items  in  the  appropriation 
bill  were  right  without  doubt,  and  papers  were  on 
the  table  to  explain  the  propriety  ofotners.  Sala- 
ries would  not  be  disputed.  If  clerks  were  un- 
employed at  the  offices,  they  would  not  be  paid. 
The  contemplated  appropriations  for  contingent 
and  incidental  expenses  depended  on  estimates 
which  were  before  the  committee ;  and  if  any 
are  thought  too  considerable,  motions  may  be 
made  to  reduce  them;  but  to  rise  now  would  be 
mere  waste  of  time.  He  enumerated  some  of  the 
objects  of  expense  which  called  for  a  larger  appro- 
priation this  year,  to  remove  the  general  objecticms 
of  the  ffentleman  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  MAnisoN  considered  the  present  a  good  op- 
portunity to  determine  how  far  the  House  could 
go  into  an  examination  of  the  accounts  of  public 
officers.  It  was  true,  that  the  Representatives  of 
the  people  were  the  guardians  of  the  public  mo- 
ney, and  consequently  it  was  their  duty  to  satisfy 
themselves  as  far  as  possible  of  the  sources  from 
which  money  flowed  mto  the  Treasury — how  that 
money  was  applied — under  what  authority — and 
to  inquire,  at  different  times,  what  balance  actu- 
ally remained  in  the  Treasury.  This,  he  con- 
ceived, could  best  be  done  by  appointing  a  com- 
mittee periodically  to  examine  the  books  of  the 
Treasurer,  see  what  balance  appeared  on  the  face 
of  them,  and  inquire  whether  that  balance  was 
really  in  the  Treasury.  He  mentioned  the  prac- 
tice of  the  former  Congress,  to  appoint  four  com- 
mittees to  inspect  the  operations  oT  the  four  De- 
partments  under   them.      These    Departments, 
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however,  now  belonged  more  to  the  Executive; 
but  still,  as  the  Representatives  were,  by  the  Goa*- 
stitution,  made  the  guardians  of  the  public  money, 
they  had  a  right  and  it  was  their  duty,  to  inspect 
the  operations  ot  the  Treasury  Department.  This 
right  could  not  be  conveniently  exercised,  in  his 
opinion,  by  the  whole  body,  but  it  should  be  done 
by  a  detachment  from  it,  who  would  report  the 
necessary  information.  This  mode  of  proceeding 
was  usual.  He  instanced  the  practice  of  the  Bri- 
tish House  of  Commons,  and  of  several  State  Le- 
gislatures. Even  if  these  inqi^ies  procured  no 
more  information  than  was  obtained  oy  means  of 
reports  from  the  different  officers  of  Government, 
yet  being  made  by  the  immediate  Representatives 
of  the  people,  they  would  give  more  satisfaction. 
So  far  as  it  was  useful  to  ascertain  the  real  ba- 
lance in  the  Treasury,  so  far  these  periodical  com- 
mittees would  be  of  tne  first  utility.  A  question 
arose,  whether  the  progress  of  the  bill  before  the 
committee  should  oe  stopped  to  make  those  in- 
quiries, or  whether  it  should  be  suffered  to  go  on, 
on  the  supposition  that  all  was  right  He  wished 
the  proper  regulations  on  this  subject  settled,  as 
•laaaittg  regiuations,  and  to  be  adopted  before 
Uky  idea  of  their  necessity  should  arise  from  sus- 
picious circumstances. 

Mr.  Laurancb  wished  to  proceed  in  the  bill  as 
fiir  as  the  information  already  in  the  possession  of 
the  House  would  carry  them. 

Mr.  Gbbrt  made  some  observationsi,  to  show 
that  accounts  from  the  Treasury  could  never  give 
the  information  wanted;  they  generally  stated 
sums  of  money  paid  to  individual,  without  men- 
lioB  of  particular  objects  to  which  they  were  meant 
to  be  applied.  This  was  a  favorable  opportunity 
to  estaUish  some  such  regulations  as  were  con- 
templated by  members.  Our  officers  have,  and 
deserve,  the  confidence  of  the  people.  It  would 
be  too  late  to  attempt  to  make  those  regulations 
when  there  were  reasons  for  suspicion;  Uie  influ- 
ence of  suspected  officers  would  be  exerted  to 
oppoae  them. 

Some  further  remarks  were  made  by  Messrs. 
BalowiNj  Gilbs,  and  FrrzaiMONs;  after  which, 
the  question  was  put,  and  the  Committee  rose,  re- 
ported progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Monday,  December  5. 

The  House  acain  resolved  itself  into  a  Goflft- 
mittee  of  the  whole  House  cm  the  bill  making 
mpropriations  for  the  support  of  Government,  for 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
two  ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 

OnHeredy  That  the  said  bUl,  with  amendments, 
be  recommitted  to  Mr.  Laurancb,  Mr.  Baldwin, 
and  Mr.  Ashe. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  Treasury,  accompanying 
his  report  on  the  subject  of  Manufactures,  made 
pursuant  to  an  order  of  the  House  of  the  fifteenth 
of  Janoarv,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 


from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  accom* 
panying  his  account  of  receipts  and  expenditarea 
of  the  public  moneys,  between  the  first  of  July, 
and  the  thirtieth  of  September,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-one ;  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Benson  laid  on  the  table  a  resolution  for 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  join  a  commit- 
tee of  the  Senate,  to  consider  and  report  the  most 
eligible  manner  of  carrying  into  efikct  a  former 
resolution  of  Gongress  respecting  the  erection  of 
an  Equestrian  Statue,  in  honor  ot  General  Wash- 

INOTON. 
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The  House  thea^  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  resolved  itself  mto  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  appropria- 
tion bill — Mr.  Muhlenberg  in  the  chair. 

In  proceeding  through  the  bill,  the  several  items 
were  separately  considered,  and  ac^reed  to.  Some 
occasional  remarks  were  made;  but  no  material 
debate  took  place.  One  eunendment  was  proposed, 
by  which  the  bill  is  made  to  express  the  several 
purposes  for  which  the  moneys  are  appropriated, 
instead  of  appropriating  sums  in  gross,  with  a  re- 
ference to  the  Secretary's  estimate,  for  particulars. 

The  committee  having  reported  the  bill  and  the 
amendment,  the  House  adopted  the  same,  and  re- 
committed the  bill  to  the  select  committee,  who 
had  orijg^ally  framed  it,  with  instructions  to  new- 
model  it  pursuant  to  the  sense  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Gerry  presented  a  resolution  in  lieu  of  one 
which  he  laid  on  the  table  on  Friday  last,  making 
it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
report  to  the  House,  on  the  third  Monday  of  every 
session,  an  account  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures of  the  public  money  appropriated  during  the 
preceding  session,  so  far  as  ne  shall  then  have  it 
m  his  power  to  state  particulars;  and  if  he  be  un- 
able to  ^ve  an  accurate  statement  of  the  whole;, 
at  the  time  appointed,  he  is  to  complete  it  as  soon 
afterwards  as  may  be. 

Tuesday,  December  6. 

Resohed,  That  Mr.  Benson,  Mr.  Gerry,  and 
Mr.  Smitb,  of  South  Carolina,  be  appointed  a 
committee  on  the  part  of  this  House,  jomtly,  with 
such  committee  as  shall  be  appoint^  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate,  to  consider  and  report  to  CongresB 
the  most  eUfi^ble  manner  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
resolution  of  the  United  States  in  Confess  assem- 
bled, of  the  seventh  of  Auj?ust,  1783,  directing  that 
an  Equestrian  Statue  of  General  WASRiNcrron 
should  be  erected. 

The  three  following  motions  being  severally 
made  and  seconded,  to  wit: 

"  First.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine 
and  report  upon  tbe  state  of  the  Treasury  Department; 
and  that  sodi  committee  be  appointed  on  the  second 
Monday  after  the  meeting  of  Congress  in  eveir  seerion. 

"Second.  That  it  shaM  be  the  duty  of  the  Secwtaiy 
of  the  Tftttsury  to  rqMrt  to  this  Houae,  on  the  third 
Moadi^  of  eveiy  annual  aeasion  of  Oongreaa,  a  ngakat 
ctataoient  and  aeooant  of  the  receipts  and  expuadihiw 
of  aU  pofaik  i»QiM|^iv  die  piMeding  year,  as  fitf  aaths 
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saoM  can  be  thieii  aaoBrtained ;  and  as  soon  tlieieftfter 
ts  drciiroiitanceg  will  pennit,  of  sach  rec^ts  and  ex- 
penditures as  cannot  be  specified  in  the  first  statement 
**  TkirdU  That,  within  the  month  of  Januaiy  in  each 
year,  if  Congress  shall  be  then  in  session,  or,  if  not  then 
in  session,  within  the  first  week  of  each  succeeding  ses- 
sion, the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  lay  before  the 
House  of  Representatives  an  accurate  statement  of  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  down  to  the  last  day  of  the 
month  of  December  immediately  preceding,  including 
the  said  day ;  in  which  statement  shall  be  distinguished 
the  expencutares  which  &U  under  each  head  of  appro- 
priation, and  shaU  be  shown  the^  sums,  if  any,  whidi 
remain  unexpended  of  such  appropriations.  And  that 
a  oommittee  be  thereupon  forthwith  appointed  to  exam- 
ine the  said  statement,  and  report  concerning  the  same 
to  the  House,  and  that  this  be  considerod  as  a  standing 
Older." 

Ordered^  That  the  said  motions  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Qerrt,  Mr.  Datton,  and  Mr.  Barnwell; 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to 
the  House. 

POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

The  House  resolyed  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  establishing  the 
Po6t  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Sbpowiok  moved  to  strike  out  all  that 

clause  of  the  bill  which  designated  the  roads,  and 

to  insert,  instead  thereof,  these  words,  "6|^  etich 

route  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  shally 

from  time  to  time^  cause  to  be  established?^ 

It  had  appeared,  he  said,  to  be  the  sense  of  the 
House,  when  this  subject  was  formerly  under  con- 
sidenttion,  that  the  demarkation  of  the  partic^ilar 
roads  should  be  intrusted  to  the  Elzecutive;  the 
only  difference  had  been  with  respect  to  the  mode 
of  eoi^pression — ^but  the  effect  was  still  to  have  been 
the  same — some  gentlemen  thinking  it  best  to 
leave  the  details  of  this  business  entuely  to  the 
supreme  Executive,  others  wishing  to  name  the 
Postmaster  General.  The  members  of  the  House 
could  not  be  supposed  to  possess  every  infori^a- 
tion  that  might  be  requisite  on  this  subject,  and 
tibeir  opinions  were  liable  to  be  biassed  bv  local 
interests.  He  had  eve-r  considered  it  as  nighly 
incumbent  on  the  House  to  give  the  people  every 
poefible  information  on  public  concerns;  but  in 
this,  as  in  every  other  subject,  he  thoM^  it  suffi- 
cient that  the  House  should  establish  the  princ^le, 
and  then  leave  it  to  the  Elxeoutive  to  o^rjcy  it  into 
effect. 

Mr.  LivfiRMoas  observed  that  the  Legislative 
bodv  being  empowered  by  the  Constitu2iQD  ^^to 
establish  post  offices  and  post  roads,"  it  is  as  clearlv 
their  duty  to  designate  th^  roads  as  to  est^blisn 
the  offices;  and  he  did  not  thicJc  they  could  with 
propriety  delegate  that  power,  which  they  were 
themselves  appointed  to  exercise.  Some  gentle- 
men,  he  knew,  were  of  opinion,  that  the  businessi 
of  the  United  States  could  be  better  transacted  by 
a  sin^  person  than  by  many^  but  this  was  not 
the  mtention  of  the  Constitution.  It  was  pro- 
vided that  the  Government  should  be  admuu$teted 
by  Rfiproientati  ve%  of  dia  people'*  choice ;  to  ^t 


every  man,  who  has  the  right  of  voting,  shall  be 
in  some  measure  concerned  in  making  every  law 
for  the  United  States.  The  establishment  of  post 
roads  he  considered  as  a  very  important  object;  but 
he  did  not  wish  to  see  them  so  diffused  as  to  be^ 
come  a  heavy  charge  where  the  advantage  r^ull- 
ing  from  them  would  be  but  small;  nor,  on  tha 
other  hand,  for  the  sake  of  bringing  a  revenue  into 
the  Treasury,  consent  to  straiten  them  so  as  to 
check  the  progress  of  information.  If  the  post 
office  were  to  oq  regulated  by  the  will  of  a  single 
person,  the  dissemination  of  intelUgence  might  be 
impeded,  and  the  people  kept  entirely  in  the  dark 
with  respect  to  the  transactions  of  Qovernmenti 
or  the  Postmaster,  if  vested  with  the  whole  power, 
might  branch  out  the  offices  to  such  a  degree  aa 
to  make  them  prove  a  heavy  burden  to  the  United 
States.  In  many  instances  the  expense  is  pro- 
ductive of  a  benefit  sufficient  to  counterbalance  it; 
in  others,  no  public  benefit  arises,  but  8(nne  indi* 
viduals  reap  a  private  advantage  nrom  the  institu- 
tion, whUst  it  is  injurious  to  others.  The  moat 
material  point,  in  ms  opinion,  was  to  determine 
the  road  itself;  if  the  House  gave  up  that,  they 
might  as  well  leave  all  the  rest  of  the  business  to 
the  discretion  of  the  Postmaster,  and  permit  him 
to  settle  the  rates  of  postage,  and  every  other  paiw 
ticular  relative  to  the  post  office,  by  saying,  at 
once,  "there  shall  be  a  Postmaster  General,  who 
shall  have  the  whole  government  of  the  post  office^ 
under  such  regulations  as  he  from  time  to  time 
shall  be  pleased  to  enact. 

Mr.  Sedgwiqk  felt  himself  by  no  means  die* 
posed  to  resign  all  the  business  of  the  House  to  the 
President,  or  to  any  one  else;  but  he  thought  that 
the  Executive  part  of  the  business  ought  to  be  \eh 
to  Executive  officers.  He  did  not,  for  his  part, 
know  the  particuUr  circumstances  of  po|wlatioiiy 
geography,  dbc.,  which  had  been  taken  mto  the 
calculation  by  the  select  committee,  when  they 
pointed  out  the  roads  delineated  in  the  bill;  \M 
he  would  ask,  whether  they  understood  die  «abt 
ject  so  thoroughly  as  the  Executive  officer  would) 
who  being  responsible  to  the  people  for  the  propcv 
disclwrgeof  the  trust  reposed  in  him,  must  use 
his  utmost  diligence  in  order  to  a  aattsfitctory  ei^ 
ecutlon  of  the  delegated  power?  As  to  the  con* 
stitutionality  of  this  delegaticni,  it  was  admitted 
by  the  committee  themselves  who  brought  in  the 
bill;  for  if  the  power  was  altogether  indelegable. 
no  part  of  it  could  be  delegatdi;  and  if  a  part  ot 
it  could,  he  saw  no  reason  why  the  whole  coaU 
not.  The  .second  section  was  as  uneonstitulional 
as  the  first,  for  it  is  th^re  said,  that  "it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  Postmaster  Geneval  to  establssfa 
such  other  roads  aS'  post  roads,  as  to  him  may  aeem 
necessary." 

Coneresa,  he  observed,  are  authomed  noit  only 
to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads,  but  also  to 
borrow  moneys  but  is  it  understood  that  Goagreay 
are  to  go  in  a  body  to  borrow  every  sum  that  maiy 
be  requisite?  Is  it  not  rather  their  office  to  deter* 
mine  the  principle  on  which  the  business  is  to  be 
conducted,  and  then  delegate  the  power  of  carry«- 
ing  their  resolves  into  execution?  They  are  also 
em^oweiiDed  to  coin  Wkon^y,  and  if  no  part  oi  thetr 
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power  be  delegable,  he  did  not  know  but  they 
might  be  oblLsfed  to  turn  coiners,  and  work  in  the 
Mint  themselves.  Nay,  they  must  even  act  the 
part  of  executioners,  in  punishing  piracies  com- 
mitted on  the  high  seas.  In  the  delegation  of 
power,  the  whole  purpose,  in  his  opinion,  is  an- 
swered, when  the  rules  by  which  the  business  is 
to  be  conducted  are  pointed  out  by  law ;  nor  could 
he  discover  anything  in  the  Constitution  to  restrict 
the  House  from  adopting  this  mode  of  conducting 
business. 

Mr.  Hartley. — I  cannot  aeree  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  that  as  often  as  this 
business  had  been  agitated,  there  had  been  a  ma- 
jority in  the  House  in  favor  of  leaving  it  to  the 
Kxecutive  to  designate  the  post  roads.  Nay,  so 
far  as  my  recollection  Twhich  is  perhaps  not  so 
ffood  as  that  gentleman's)  serves  me,  we  uniformly 
have  had  a  majority  for  Congress  to  point  out  the 
post  roads. 

The  Constitution  seems  to  have  intended  that 
we  should  exercise  all  the  powers  respecting  the 
establishing  post  roads  we  are  capable  of;  but  the 
gentleman  says  we  are  not  competent  to  this  duty, 
Uiat  it  must  be  intrusted  to  the  Executive. 

Sir,  in  many  questions  concerning  the  propertv 
or  geography  of  the  United  States,  we  had  lull 
information  on  this  floor  from  every  quarter. 
The  people's  interests  and  circumstances  have 
been  Known,  however  distinctly  or  differently 
situated. 

On  the  subject  of  the  post  office  there  has  been 
much  discussion.  Almost  the  whole  of  the  roads 
here  stated  have  appeared  in  bills  before,  and 
though  the  gentleman  (who  made  the  motion  for 
strikmg  outj  may  not  perfectly  understand  all  the 
roads,  yet  it  he  will  be  so  good  as  to  attend  to  the 

fentlemen  who  represent  the  different  parts  of  the 
Jnion,  he  ought  to  be  satisfied.  Unless  they  are 
prejudiced,  they  can  certainly  give  the  best  infor- 
mation. If  it  were  left  to  the  President  or  Post- 
master General,  neither  is  acquainted  with  all  the 
roads  contemplated;  they  must  depend  in  a  great 
measure  on  the  information  of  others. 

We  represent  the  people,  we  are  constitution- 
ally vested  with  the  power  of  determining  upon 
the  establishment  of  post  roads;  and,  as  I  under- 
stand at  present,  ought  not  to  delegate  the  power 
to  any  other  person. 

A  General  Post  Office  is  intended  to  be  estab- 
lished by  the  bill,  and  the  collection  of  the  revenue 
is  put  under  the  superintendence  of  a  Postmaster 
General;  the  minutin  is  submitted  to  him.  I 
should  imaging  there  ought  to  be  a  limitation  of 
the  law  in  point  of  time,  say  three,  four,  or  five 
years;  when  we  come  to  the  proper  place,  a  mo- 
tion to  that  purpose  may  be  made.  No  one  in  the 
United  States  has  a  greater  respect  for  the  Presi- 
dent than  myself,  and  I  hold  that  the  several  De- 
partments are  filled  with  gentlemen  of  the  first 
abilities  and  fitness,  but  we  are  not  to  confine  our- 
selves to  a  yiew  of  the  moment.  This  bill  has 
the  complexion  of  a  perpetual  law;  we  must  have 
some  regard  to  consequences.  If  the  amendment 
takes  place,  the  office  as  well  as  revenue  will  be 
thrown  into  the  power  of  the  Executive,  who  may 


increase  the  roads  and  offices  as  far  as  the  reve- 
nues go.  The  revenue  of  the  post  office  is  at  pre- 
sent not  great,  but  if  proper  seeds  are  now  sown, 
it  may  hereafter  be  productive.  In  Great  Britain, 
much  has  been  obtained  from  the  post  office,  and 
most  of  the  European  nations  count  upon  it  as  a 
considerable  branch  of  revenue.  Will  it  be  pru- 
dent for  us  to  grant  this  power  to  the  Executive, 
in  the  latitude  contended  for?  We  must  not  sup- 
pose that  this  country  will  always  remain  incor- 
rupt; we  shall  share  the  fate  of  other  nations. 
Through  the  medium  of  the  post  office  a  weighty 
influence  may  be  obtained  by  the  Executive;  this 
is  guarded  a^inst  in  England  by  prohibiting  offi- 
cers in  the  Post  Office  Department  from  mter- 
fering  at  elections.  There  is  no  such  guard  or 
caution  in  the  present  bill.  By  the  amendment, 
we  are  unnecessarily  parting  with  our  revenues, 
and  throwing  an  improper  oalance  into  the  Ex- 
ecutive scale,  and  which  our  constituents  do  not 
expect  from  us.  The  Senate  heretofore  have  dis- 
agreed with  us, but  if  they  will  take  U^e  same  pains 
we  have,  the  means  of  information  is  within  their 
reach ;  upon  a  review,  they  may  probably  change 
their  sentiments.  This  is  a. law  of  experiment, 
let  us  try  it  a  few  years.  If,  upon  experience,  we 
find  ourselves  incompetent  to  the  duty,  we  must 
(if  the  Constitution  will  admit)  grant  the  power 
to  the  Executive:  or,  if  the  Constitution  will  not 
allow  such  a  delegation^  submit  the  article  for 
amendment  in  a  constitutional  way.  I  am  against 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  B.  Bourne  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment, 
which  he  thought  both  expedient  and  constitu- 
tional. In  speaking  of  post  offices  'and  poet  rocub. 
the  Constitution,  he  observed,  speaks  in  general 
terms,  as  it  does  of  a  mint^  exciees^  dec.  m  pass- 
infi^  the  excise  la'wthe  House,  not  thinking  them- 
selves possessed  or  sufficient  information,  empow- 
ered the  President  to  mark  out  the  districts  and 
surveys;  and  if  they  had  a  rij^ht  to  delegate  such 
power  to  the  Executive,  the  mrther  delegation  of 
the  power  of  markincf  out  the  roads  for  the  con- 
veyance of  the  mau,  could  hardly  be  thought 
dangerous.  The  Constitution  meant  no  more  than 
that  Congress  should  possess  the  exclusive  right 
of  doin^  that,  by  themselves  or  bv  any  other  per- 
son, which  amounts  to  the  same  tning.  The  busi- 
ness he  thought  much  more  likely  to  be  well 
executed  by  the  President,  or  the  Postmaster  Ge- 
neral, than  by  Congress.  He  had  himself  been  of 
the  committee  who  framed  the  bill,  but  could  not 
tell  whether  the  roads  marked  out  in  it  were  better 
than  anv  other,  except  so  far  as  relates  to  the  State 
which  ne  represents;  and  he  imagined  the  other 
members  of  tne  committee  were  in  a  similar  pre- 
dicament. The  President  having  opportunities  of 
obtaining  information  from  the  different  members 
of  the  House,  from  the  Postmaster  General,  and 
from  others,  will  be  more  competent  to  determine 
the  proper  road.  It  will  be  occasionally  necessary 
to  c&anffe  the  route,  and  lay  out  new  roads,  and 
he  could  see  no  inconvenience  from  intrusting 
either  the  President  or  the  Postmaster  General 
with  the  necessary  powers  for  these  purposes.  At 
all  events,  the  House  could  guard  against  any  ap- 
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prehended  danger,  by  the  insertion  of  such  a 
claose  as  had  l^en  proposed,  [by  Mr.  Hartley  J 
limiting  the  operation  of  the  bill  to  three,  four,  or 
fire  years.     At  the  expiration  of  that  term,  the 

S»wer  would  rerert  to  Con^press,  and  they  moght 
en  retain  the  exercise  of  it  in  their  own  hands, 
if  they  fomid  that  any  improper  use  had  been 
made  of  it. 

Mr.  White  made  several  observations  on  the 
expediencY  and  constitutionality  of  the  measure. 
No  indiyiaual  could  possess  an  equal  share  of  in- 
formation with  that  House  on  the  subject  of  the 
geography  of  the  United  States.  He  disapproved 
of  ue  amendment  for  many  other  reasons,  and 
particularly  its  approximation  to  the  custom  of 
AUgland.  Such  advances  towards  Monarchy,  if 
not  checked  in  season,  he  was  apprehensive  would 
tend  to  unhinge  the  {Nresent  Gk)vemment  If  this 
Government  retains  its  present  Republican  form, 
it  will  be  owing  to  the  members  of  this  House. 
It  is  easy  to  see  what  hand  could  be  made  of  the 
post  offices,  if  ever  they  are  under  the  direction 
of  an  improper  person.  At  the  time  of  a  general 
election,  for  instance,  how  easy  would  it  be  for 
this  man  to  dictate  to  particular  towns  and  villa- 
ges, "If  you  do  not  send  such  a  man  to  Congress, 
YOU  shall  have  no  post  office;  but  if  you  elect  my 
rriend,  you  shall  have  a  post  office,  and  the  roads 
shall  be  run  agreeably  to  your  wishes."  Another 
improper  use  may  be  made  of  this  power  by  liie 
interception  of  letters,  and  checking  the  regular 
ehaimel  of  information  throughout  the  country. 
Upon  the  whole,  he  was  clearly  for  lejectmg 
the  motion  for  striking  out  the  words  in  the 
hill. 

Mr.  Laurancb  observed,  that  the  revenues  aris- 
ing from  the  post  office  would  not,  perhaps,  pro- 
duce a  sufficient  sum  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the 
establidmient.  If  this  should  he  the  fact,  he  would 
prefer  the  amendment,  but  if  the  revenue  should 
increase  from  time  to  time,  he  should  have  no 
objecticm  to  the  addition  of  posts  and  roads  in  pro- 
portion to  such  increase.  The  consequence  of 
establishing  so  extensive  a  system  all  at  once,  as 
was  contemplated  in  the  bill,  might  be,  that  the 
revenue  would  &11  shcurt,  and  then  additional 
taxes  must  be  laid  to  pay  off  the  deficiency;  how- 
ever, upon  the  whole,  if  he  could  be  satisfied  that 
the  revenues  of  the  Department  would  be  sufficient 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  it,  he  would  be  against 
striking  out  the  ckiuse  in  the  bOl. 
.  Mr.  Page. — If  the  motion  before  the  committee 
succeeds,  I  shall  mike  one  which  will  save  a  deal 
of  time  and  money,  by  making  a  short  session  of 
it ;  for  if  this  House  can.  with  propriety,  leave  the  bu- 
siness of  the  post  office  to  the  President,  it  may  leave 
to  him  any  other  business  of  legislation;  and  I  may 
move  to  adjourn  and  leave  all  tne  objects  of  legisla- 
tion to  his  sole  consideration  and  direction.  But  how 
the  President  should  be  better  acquainted  with  the 
proper  places  for  post  offices  and  post  roads  than 
the  Representatives  of  the  people,  I  cannot  con- 
ceive. In  Virginia,  for  instance,  cannot  the  ten 
Representatives  say,  with  more  certainty,  what 
post  roads  would  be  proper  in  that  State  than  any 
one  man?  I  look  upcm  the  motion  as  unconstitu- 
2d  CoH.— 9 


tional,  and  if  it  were  not  so,  as  having  a  mischie* 
vous  tendency,  which  I  am  willing  to  believe  the 
member  who  made  it  is  not  aware  of. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Sbdqwick,  he  said,  he  heard  buC 
two  arguments  on  which  any  stress  was  laid,  yiz: 
that  the  President's  greater  responsibility  pointed 
him  out  as  the  proper  person  to  be  intrusted  with 
the  important  business  of  establishing  post  offices 
and  post  roads,  and  that  his  superior  £[iowledge  of 
this  subject  ought  to  induce  the  conmiittee  to 
leave  it  to  him  alone;  but  as  to  the  responsibility, 
how  that  can  be  sreater  than  the  responsibility  ot 
the  members  of  this  House,  when  he  is  appointed 
by  £llectors  for  a  longer  term  than  they  are;  and 
they  elected  by  the  people  themselves,  and  ac- 
countable to  them  every  two  years,  is  to  me  in- 
conceivable; and  as  to  his  superior  knowledge, 
granting  that  he  possessed  it,  which  I  cannot  grant, 
can  there  be  a  greater  paradox  than  the  assertion 
that  the  President's  knowledge  alone  b  greater  than 
that  very  knowledge,  aided  by  the  united  informa'- 
tion  of  both  Houses  of  Congress^  collected  and  |»re- 
sented  to  him  in  the  Wll  Sir,  if  the  clause  which 
it  is  said  we  should  strike  out,  instead  of  communi- 
cating the  sense  of  this  House  to  the  President,  todk 
away  his  right  oi  approving  or  rejecting  it,  there 
might  be  some  weight  in  the  argument  drawn 
from  the  supposition  of  his  superior  knowledge; 
but  as  this  is  not,  and  cannot  be  the  case,  and  so 
iea  from  it,  that  the  clause  submits  the  matter 
to  the  most  mature  deliberation  of  the  President 
and  Senate,  it  must  be  paradoxical  to  say  that  we 
lose  the  advantage  of  superior  wisdom  and  know- 
ledge of  the  subject,  if  we  do  not  leave  it  to  the 
President  alone.    But  we  are  told  that  the  motion 
L5  not  unconstitutional.    I  think  it  is;  but  who  is 
there  that  denies  it  is  contrary  to  the  interest  and 
spirit  of  a  free  Gh)vemment1    The  neople,  how- 
ever, mav  think  with  the  member  who  made  the 
motion,  tnat  the  President  (that  is.  the  man  who 
is  now  their  President)  understanas  this  matter, 
and  can  do  it  better  than  their  Representatives; 
and  they  may  think  the  whole  business  of  Go- 
vernment might  be  safely  intrusted  to  him;  but 
thev  are  too  wise  to  make  the  experiment,  and 
understand  the  nature  of  their  Government  so 
well  as  to  complain  that  Congress  too  often  com- 
mits to  Heads  of  Departments  what  the  Constitu- 
tion requires  at  their  hands.    The  President  him- 
self, if  I  mistake  not,  views  the  sid>ject  before  us 
in  the  light  I  do,  or  he  would  not  so  repeatedly 
have  called  on  us  to  make  it  a  peculiar  object  of 
our  deliberation. 

Mr.  Steele  would  not  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House  in  considering  whether  the  motion  was 
constitutional  or  not;  but  he  was  apprehensive  it 
would  be  burdensome  to  impose  the  duty  on  the 
President,  who  must  feel  ver^r  disagreeable  to  hear 
that  after  he  had  exerted  his  utmost  abilities  to 
give  satis&ction.  discontents  had  taken  place.  He 
hoped  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  who  had 
hitnerto  shown  himself  so  staunch  a  friend  to  the 
present  Constitution,  would  not  oppose  the  dif- 
fusion of  knowleige  and  information  amongst 
the  people,  upon  an  idea  of  a  supi)osed  deficiency 
in  the  revenue  of  Uie  Post  Office,  tor  it  might  very 
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soon  increase  to  a  sum  more  than  sufficient  for  the 
expenses  of  the  establishment. 

Mr.  ViNiNO  said,  that  since  this  subject  had 
been  before  the  last  House,  during  the  recess,  he 
had  seen  many  lights  thrown  on  it,  and  he  was 
convinced  that  the  members  were  as  fully  com- 
petent to  judge  of  the  matter  as  any  one  man 
could  be;  this,  he  thought  a  fact  not  now  to  be 
disputed,  as  well  as  that  more  satisfaction  would 
be  ffiven  to  the  country  in  general.  There  is  no 
ancQo^  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain^  when  the  subject  of  the  post  roads  and 
post  offices  are  to  be  considered.  This  country, 
m>m  its  great  extent  and  uncultivated  state,  as 
well  as  from  a  thousand  other  causes,  is  not  at  all 
similar  to  the  situation  of  Great  Britain;  there- 
fore, any  attempt  to  imitate  their  regulations  lyould 
be  improper.  With  regard  to  the  regulation  be- 
ing ^ven  to  the  President^  two  things  should  be 
considered;  to  a  good  President  it  would  be  a  bur- 
den; to  a  beid  President,  a  dangerous  power  of  es- 
stablishing  offices  and  roads  in  those  places  only 
where  his  interest  would  be  promoted,  and  re- 
moving others  of  long  standiujgf,  in  order  to  har- 
rass  those  he  might  suppose  inimical  to  his  ambi- 
tious views.  The  Constitution  has  certainly  given 
us  the  power  of  establishing  posts  and  roads,  and 
it  is  not  even  implied  that  it  should  be  transferred 
to  the  President;  his  powers  are  well  defined;  we 
create  offices,  and  he  nils  them  with  such  persons 
as  he  approves  of,  with  the  advice  of  the  Senate. 
Having  thus  far  stated  his  opinion,  he  would  vote 
against  the  fimendment  to  the  bill;  and  when  the 
first  section  was  got  over,  he  would  propose  a 
clause  to  be  insert^  in  the  second  section,  which 
he  hoped  would  meet  the  ideas  of  the  gentleman 
fVom  View  York,  viz:  that  the  cross-roads  and 
offices  should  be  so  regulated  as  not  to  exceed  the 
surplusace  of  the  revenue  of  the  general  establish- 
ment. The  doubt  of  the  bill's  not  passing  the 
Senate,  should  have  no  weight  in  his  mind ;  he 
would  rather  fifty  bUls  should  be  lost  than  shrink 
from  his  trust;  and  he  hoped  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives would  show  their  firmness  in  the  pre- 
sent instance;  and  if  the  Senate  should  afterwards 
reject  the  bill,  as  they  had  done  before,  let  them 
be  answerable  for  their  own  conduct:  they  can 
do  these  things  more  gracefully  than  this  House, 
as  they  are  are  not  seen  in  the  act.  Mr.  V.  con- 
clude<L  by  drawing  another  argument  from  that 
part  01  the  Speech  of  the  President,  at  the  opening 
of  the  present  session,  which  respects  the  post 
office  and  post  roads,  wherein  he  so  warmly  re- 
commends it  to  the  Legislature  to  take  up  the 
subject.  This  expression  is  as  strong  an  argument 
as  can  possibly  be  adduced,  to  show  that  he  had 
no  other  conception  of  the  matter  than  that  it  was 
the  peculiar  privilege  of  the  Leg[islature. 

Mr.  Barnwell  was  not  surprised  that  a  diver- 
sity of  opinions  should  prevail  on  such  a  subject ; 
but  that  there  should  be  any  question  respecting 
the  constitutionality  of  the  amendment  astonished 
him.  It  was  very  natural  to  suppose  members 
from  the  same  State  would  differ  in  opinion,  and 
this  showed  Uie  greater  decree  of  necessit]r  there 
was  to  vest  the  power  in  ue  hands  of  a  high  re- 


sponsible officer  to  determine  upon  it;  for,  by 
doing  so,  there  would  be  less  partiality  exhibited 
in  the  delineation  of  the  roads^  &c.  But,  if  left  to 
the  House,  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  recon- 
cile any  line  to  all  parties;  for  the  members  from 
each  State  would  probably  be  guided  more  by  the 
principle  of  domestic  convenience  than  by  a  sense 
of  general  ffood.  In  reply  to  Mr.  V.'s  arffument, 
that  it  would  be  a  burden  to  a  good  President,  he 
thoujght  it  would  be  a  pleasure  to  him  to  render 
service  to  his  country.  Upon  the  whole,  he  was 
in  favor  of  Mr.  Seuowick's  motion. 

Mr.  Gerry  took  a  general  view  of  most  of  the 
arguments  in  favor  ofthe  motion;  replied  to  each : 
and  concluded,  by  asking  why  the  commercial 
interest  only  should  be  accommodated,  and  the 
inland  inhabitants  excluded  from  the  aavantages 
of  post  roads?  Why  one  class  of  citizens  should 
be  preferred  to  another?  The  difiusion  of  know- 
ledge and  information  is  as  necessary  to  one  as  to 
the  other;  and  the  revenue  from  the  post  office 
would  increase  from  year  to  year,  to  defray  the 
expense  of  the  additional  post  roads  whicn  are 
proposed  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Steele  defended  the  committee  who  had 
reported  the  bill,  and  explained  the  grounds  on 
wnich  they  had  proceeded  in  laying  out  the  roads 
for  the  general  advantage  of  the  United  States, 
rather  than  to  accommodate  a  few  trading  places 
only  on  the  sea  coast;  and  with  regard  to  the  route 
to  Charleston^  to  which  Mr.  Barnwell  had  ob- 
jected, he  said  it  would  cause  letters  to  arrive 
there  four  or  five  days  sooner  than  by  the  old 
route. 

Mr.  Benson  observed,  that  the  constitutionality 
of  the  amendment  is  denied,  and  it  is  said  that  the 
Legislature  alone  is  competent  to  establish  post 
offices  and  post  roads;  notwithstanding  thb,  there 
is  not  a  single  post  office  designated  oy  the  bill. 
Much  has  been  observed  respecting  the  Legisla- 
tive and  Executive  powers,  and  tne  committee 
are  cautioned  aeainst  delegating  the  powers  of  the 
Legislature  to  the  Supreme  Executive.  Without 
attempting  a  definition  of  their  powers,  or  deter- 
mining their  respective  limits,  which  he  conceived 
it  was  extremely  difficult  to  do,  he  would  only 
observe  that  much  must  necessarily  be  left  to  the 
discretion  of  the  Le^lature.  He  was  very  doubt* 
fill  whether  it  would  ever  be  in  the  power  of  the 
House  to  form  anv  bill  that  would  give  satisfac- 
tion. This  he  spoxe  from  experience;  for  it  had 
been  of^en  tried  in  the  old  Congress,  and  was  as 
often  defeated  by  the  partial  and  local  clauses 
proposed  by  the  difiierent  members.  For  these 
reasons,  he  believed  it  would  be  better  to  delegate 
the  power,  and  let  the  regulations  be  made  by 
the  President,  than  to  be  enacting  supplementary 
laws  year  after  year,  at  the  instance  ot  individual 
members. 

The  Committee  now  rose,  and  obtained  leave 
to  sit  again. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  Laurance.  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  recommittea  the  bill  making  appropriation 
for  the  support  of  Government,  for  tne  year  one 
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thousand  se^en  hundred  and  ninety-two,  reported 
an  amendatory  bill ;  which  was  received,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 


Wednesday,  December  7. 

An  amendatory  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Government,  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  was  read  the 
first  and  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  establishing 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  within  the  United 
States.  Mr.  Sedgwick's  motion  being  under  con- 
sideration— 

Mr.  White  observed,  that  there  was  a  necessity 
for  changing  many  of  the  present  routes  of  the 
post,  and  although  gentlemen  have  said  that  in- 
formation on  the  subject  cannotl>e  so  well  obtained 
from  this  House  as  from  the  Bxecntive,  because 
no  one  member  knows  all  the  roads,  yet  it  must 
be  allowed  that  every  road  is  known  to  some  of 
the  members.  The  people  of  the  United  States 
have  suffered  too  long  under  the  present  establish- 
ment; four  hundred  and  eighty-six  thousand  inha- 
bitants, on  the  western  side  of  the  river  Potomac, 
in  the  State  of  Virginia,  are  deprived  of  the  bene- 
fit of  a  post  road:  will  any  gentleman  say  that 
n^ly  half  a  million  of  persons  shall  not  have  the 
Ijrivilege  of  a  post  office,  or  the  means  of  informa- 
tion? He  would  not  ^o  into  any  lengthy  obser- 
vations, as  the  subject  had  been  so  fhlly  discussed 
iesterday.  He  declsured  his  opinion  that  the  House 
ad  a  right  to  send  a  person  to  lay  out  the  post 
roads,  agreeably  to  their  directions,  and  therefore 
hopea  the  amendment  would  be  negatived,  and 
that  the  bill  would  be  gone  through  with,  with 
such  reasonable  amendments  as  might  be  sug- 
gested. 

Mr.  LivERMORB  said,  that  gentlemen  had  drawn 
arguments  from  the  second  clause  of  the  bill  be- 
fore it  was  yet  under  consideration,  from  which 
they  endeavored  to  prove  an  absurdity  in  the  first 
clause,  and  thus  take  an  uncandid  advantage  of 
the  liberality  of  the  committee  in  leaving  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  deputy  postmasters  and  branch- 
ing offices  to  the  Postmaster  General  If,  how- 
ever, there  be  any  defect  in  the  second  clause,  it 
can  be  amended  when  we  come  to  it ;  but  to  at- 
tempt to  bring  forward  this  section  as  a  bar  to  the 
adoption  of  the  first  is  an  unfair  mode  of  proceed- 
ing, and  seems  as  it  intended  to  throw  the  bill  out 
at  any  rate.  With  regard  to  what  has  been  said 
oi  the  responsibility  of  a  high  Executive  officer, 
he  did  not  deny  the  wisdom  and  integrity  of  the 
President,  who  would,  no  doubt,  conduct  this  as 
well  as  he  had  always  done  any  subject  commit- 
ted to  his  care ;  but  tnis  would  pe  a  very  trouble- 
some business  to  impose  upon  him,  and  those  who 
are  desirous  of  doing  it,  are  not  acting  a  friendly 
part  The  Constitution  has  pointed  out  one  cer- 
tain mode  for  the  Legislature  to  proceed  in,  and 
k  is  more  proper  for  tne  House  to  determine  on 


the  subject  than  any  one  man;  let  the  experiment 
be  made  for  three  years,  or  for  ten  years,  and  it 
will  always  be  fouxra  in  our  power  to  amend  the 
defects  in  the  system  as  they  arise  to  our  view. 

Mr.  Madison  said,  that  the  arguments  which 
are  offered  by  the  gentleman  who  are  in  favor  of 
the  amendment,  appear  to  be  drawn  rather  from 
theory  than  any  line  of  practice  which  had  hi- 
therto governed  the  House.    However  difficult  it 
may  be  to  determine  with  precision  the  exfict 
boundaries  of  the  Legislative  and  Executive  pow* 
ers,  he  was  of  opinion  that  those  arguments  were 
not  well  founded,  for  they  admit  of  such  construc- 
tion as  will  lead  to  blending  those  powers  so  as  to 
leave  no  line  of  separation  whatever.    The  great- 
est obstacle  to  the  aue  exercise  of  the  powers  vested 
in  the  Legislature  by  the  bill,  which  has  been 
mentioned,  is  the  difficulty  of  accommodating  the 
regulations  to  the  various  interests  of  the  difSrent 
parts  of  the  Union;  and  this  is  said  to  be  almost 
impracticable.    But  it  may  be  remembered,  that 
simUar  embarrassments  appeared  when  the.  im- 
post and  tonnage  bills  were  under  consideration; 
on  those  subjects,  the  members  were  obliged  to  be 
governed,  in  a  great  dei^ree,  by  mutual  informa- 
tion and  reciprocal  confidence.  ^  In  respect  to  the 
establishment  and  arrangements  of  the  different 
ports  of  entry  and  clearance,  and  other  objects, 
that  was  a  business  of  much  greater  importance 
and  difficulty  than  this;  but  it  was  accomplished. 
The  Constitution  has  not  only  given  the  Legisla- 
ture the  power  of  creating  omces,  but  it  expressly 
restrains  the  Executive  from  appointing  officers, 
except  such  as  are  provided  for  by  law.    As  has 
been  well  observed  by  the  gentleman  from  Dela- 
ware, the  President  is  invested  with  the  power  of 
filling  those  offices;  but  does  it  fbUow  that  we  are 
to  delegate  to  him  the  power  to  create  them?  The 
reference  to  the  appointments  and  arrangements 
made  by  the  Executive,  pursuant  to  the  powers 
delegated  to  the  Executive  by  the  excise  law,  can- 
not be  considered  as  a  parallel  case;  no  similar 
exigency  exists  to  justify  a  similar  delegation. 
The  danger  of  infringing  on  the  powers  of  the 
Executive,  which  has  been  suggested,  and  the 
caution  to  the  House  against  touching  on  the  ap- 
pointment of  officers,  is  a  species  of  reasoning  on 
the  subject,  which  may  be  carried  so  far  as  to  say 
that  we  ought  not  to  make  any  appointments  by 
law;  and  yet  this  has  been  done  as  in  the  instance 
of  the  appointment  of  the  Commissioners  for  pur- 
chasing in  the  public  debt,  all  of  whom  were  ap- 
pointed by  the  act  making jprovision  for  the  reduc* 
tion  of  the  public  debt.    Where  is  the  necessity 
of  departing  from  the  principles  of  the  Constitu- 
tion in  respect  to  the  post  office  and  post  roads^, 
more  than  m  all  other  cases?    The  subject  is  ex- 
pressly committed  to  Legislative  determination 
by  the  Constitution.    If  the  second  section  of  the 
bill  requires  amendment,  it  can  be  rectified  when 
it  comes  before  us;  and  with  respect  to  future 
cases,  should  there  be  a  necessity  for  additional 
post  roads,  they  can  be  provided  for  by  supplemen- 
tary laws;  and  therefore  no  reason  on  that  ac- 
count can  be  ursed  for  delaying  the  provision  pro- 
posed by  the  bm.    He  concluded  by  saying,  that 
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there  did  not  appear  to  be  any  necessity  fw  alien- 
ating the  powers  of  the  House;  and  that  if  this 
shomd  take  place,  it  would  be  a  violation  of  the 
Constitution. 

Mr.  Seuowick  would  make  a  few  observations, 
which  he  felt  himself  obliged  to  submit  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Committee,  as  well  to  defend 
himself  as  his  motion,  from  the  unwarrantable  at- 
tacks which  gentlemen  had  made  on  both. 

The  powers  of  the  Constitution,  he  was  sorry 
to  say,  were  made  in  debate  to  extend  or  contract, 
as  seemed,  for  the  time  being,  to  suit  the  conve- 
nience of  the  arg[uments  of  gentlemen.  The  mem- 
ber from  Virginia,  FMr.  MAnisoN]  had  discovered 
an  additional  quality  of  unconstitutionality  in- 
volved in  the  motion  under  consideration.  It  was, 
that  the  creation  of  offices  was  by  the  ConBtUvr 
tion  confined  solely  to  the  Legislature.  This  po- 
sition was  undoubtedlv  just,  if  hj  it  was  meant 
that  the  powers  a/nd  duttes  of  offices  must  he  de- 
fined  by  taw.  But  he  understood  the  gentleman 
to  extend  his  meaning  much  further^  and  to  have 
declared,  in  substance,  that  aU  (mces,  however 
ntbordinate  and  dependent^  must  oe  numerically 
irovided  for  by  law.  The  gentleman  had,  with 
nis  usual  accuracy  and  precision,  foreseen  the  ap- 
plication of  his  principle  to  the  power  which,  on 
the  same  subject,  had  been  delegated  by  the  excise 
law,  by  which  tne  Executive  was  authorized  to 
parcel  the  whole  country  into  districts,  and  to  ap- 
point the  various  officers  necessary  to  execute  the 
law.  Nothing  more  was  in  that  instance  done, 
than  to  define  the  powers  and  duties  annexed  to 
the  offices,  but  the  limits  to  which  their  authority 
was  to  extend,  and  their  number,  was  very  proper- 
ly left  with  the  Executive.  In  tnat  instance,  such 
a  dele^tion  was  indispensably  necessary ;  nor  was 
it,  in  his  opinion,  less  necessary  in  the  multifarious 
arrangements  of  post  c^ces.  That  gentleman  had 
supposed  this  necessity  had  in  that  instance  justi- 
fied the  expedients;  if  so,  the  same  conclusion 
might  be  drawn  on  the  present  occasion.  But,  for 
his  part,  if  he  should  assume  that  member's  opin- 
ions, he  should  be  incapable  of  deriving  consola- 
tion from  the  same  source;  for  that  there  never 
had  as  yet  been,  and  probably  never  would  exist 
in  the  administration  of  this  Giovemment,  a  neces- 
sity so  urffent  as  to  authorize  an  usurpation  of 
power.  The  motion  before  the  committee  was 
constitutional,  or  the  reverse;  if  the  latter,  the 
same  was  true  of  the  existing  act  in  the  instance 
alluded  to.  That  in  either  instance,  a  supposed 
necessity  covld  not  justify  the  infraction  of  a  Con- 
stitution which  the  members  were  under  every 
obligation  of  duty ,  and  their  oaths,  solemnly  pled^a, 
to  suppcNTt.  Gentlemen  should  be  very  cautious 
how,  on  dight  grounds,  they  assent  to  principles, 
which,  if  they  were  true,  would  evince  that  the 
Qo vemment  had  scattered  through  the  whole  coun- 
try, officers  who  are  daily  seizing  on  the  property 
or  the  citizens,  by  the  assumption  of  unconstitu- 
tional powers.  It  was  true,  as  had  been  observed 
by  his  friend  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Bbnbon]  that 
it  was  impossible  precisely  to  define  a  boundary 
line  between  the  business  of  Le^lative  and  £lx- 
ecutive;  but  from  his  own  experience^  as  a  public 


man,  and  from  reflection,  he  was  induced  to  be- 
lieve, that  as  a  general  rule,  the  establishment  of 
principles  was  the  peculiar  province  of  the  former^ 
and  the  execution  of  them,  that  of  the  latter.  He 
would,  therefore,  at  least,  generally,  as  much  as 
pc^ible,  avoid  going  into  detail'.  In  adopting 
this  as  a  general  nue  of  conduct,  he  was  not 
influenced  by  considerationB  which  gentlemen  in 
opposition  to  Ms  motion  had  suggested — the  pre- 
eminently great  and  flood  character  of  the  m ah 
who  was  now  called  oy  unanimous  sufl&age  to 
administer  the  Executive — for  he  had  always 
considered  that,  with  sagacious  minds,  that  should 
be  the  season  of  political  caution,  when  the  ESxe- 
cutive  was  in  the  hands  of  one  to  whom  all  hearts 
justly  bowed.  From  the  nature  of  the  business 
to  be  transacted,  he  had  drawn  his  conclusion;  he 
thought  an  Executive  officer,  responsible  to  the 
public  for  the  performance  of  an  important  and 
mteresting  trust,  would  inquire  with  more  scru- 
pulous caution,  and  decide  with  more  justice,  than 
could  be  expected  from  a  popular  assembly,  who, 
from  the  nature  of  things,  would  be  more  remiss, 
than  consisted  with  a  just  determination;  und  he 
appealed  to  those  gentlemen  who  were  members 
of  the  last  House,  for  a  rec(^ection  of  that  apathy 
and  torpor  which  prevailed  on  a  former  attempt 
to  demark  the  post  roads.  He  observed  that  the 
opposition  to  his  motion  on  the  eround  of  unooit- 
stitutionality,  came  with  an  ill  grace  from  the 
gentleman  who  had  reported  the  bill;  for,  by  one 
section^  the  Postmaster  General  was  expresdy 
authorized  to  establish  post  roads  not  provided  for 
by  the  bill,  upon  a  condition  that  does  not  at  all 
anfect  the  present  question;  and  by  another  sec- 
tion, the  same  office  was  authorized  to  appoint^ 
unrestrained,  all  his  deputies,  each  of  whom  is  to 
establish  and  keep  an  cmce.  This,  in  his  opinioui 
was  not  only  expedient  but  indispensably  neee»- 
sary.  It  was,  however,  a  delegation  of  power,  at- 
tended by  all  those  circumstances  which  rendered, 
in  the  opinion  of  that  gentleman,  the  present  mcH 
tion  unconstitutional.  He  said,no^ndemanhad 
contended  for  carrying  into  execution  the  princi- 
ples thev  attempted  to  establish,  to  an  extent  to 
which  they  would  ga  That  no  road  can  be  a 
post  road  but  such  as  shall  be  established  by  law. 
The  bill  establishes  the  road  from'  place  to  place, 
leaving  the  intermediate  distance  untouched;  as 
for  instance,  from  Boston  to  Worcester.  Between 
those  two  points  is,  or  is  not  a  post  road,  if  the  bill 
should  become  a  law^  established?  If  the  former 
part  of  the  dilemma  is  embraced,  then  also  hj  the 
motion,  if  adopted,  will  a  post  road  be  established 
from  Maine  to  Georgia.  For  he  supposed  it  im- 
possible to  make  any  well-founded  distinction  be^ 
tween  the  one  case  and  the  other.  His  motion 
then  would  as  effectually  establish  a  post  road  in 
the  intermediate  space  as  the  bill  in  its  present 
form ;  and  all  the  objections  which  had  been  madfr 
to  the  former,  would  ap]^y  with  equal  force  to  die 
latter.  Gtentlemen  had  spoken  in  strong  terms  oT 
the  disinterestedness,  information,  and  respectabi— 
litv  of  the  members  of  the  House,  and  of  the  no* 
pmar  confidence  which  resulted  therefnmi.  No 
man  had  a  more  respectaUe  opinion  of  the  Rej^e-^ 
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tfttives  of  die  peo^e  than  himself;  he  need  not, 
howeTer,  dtterre  to  tibem,  that  thev  were  men, 
Mtb^eet  to  like  passions  and  imperfections  with 
their  fellow-citizens.  It  could  not  hare  escaped 
tke  refleetioQ  of  the  committee,,  that  the  gentle- 
men who  composed  it,  had  a  Tery  important  in- 
terest in  establishing  the  directions  of  the  post; 
that  on  the  declarations  of  men  thus  interested, 
we  nmst  rely  for  the  justness  of  our  ultimate  con- 
efaisioes;  on  eyidence  of  interested  individuals, 
indindiials  who  are,  by  their  relation  to  the  sub- 
ieef  of  inquiry,  excluded,  on  principles  of  kw, 
mm.  all  credit^  must  we  rely  for  a  kno^Hedge  of 
ihflMe  frets  which  are  to  direct  our  judjpnent. 

Ml.  BoimiNOT  and  Mr.  QnRRy  ma&  some  re- 
marks^and  then  the  question  being  taken,  Mr.  Sbdq- 
wicK^  moticm  was  negatived. 


Thursday,  December  8. 

Ab  engroased  bill  making  approiMoations  for  the 
siqiport  of  Govenmient,  for  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  nin^-two,  was  read  the  third 
tone,  and  pnssed* 

Memortais  of  the  several  Societies  ''for  promo- 
ting the  abolition  of  slavery,  for  the  relief  of  itt& 
negroes,  anJIawifully  held  in  bondage,  and  for  im- 
proTUg  ^  condition  of  the  African  race,"  in  the 
iBtales  of  Rhode  Island,  Conneoticutj  New  Y<»k, 
PeBBsylvBnia,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  were  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read.  re^>ectively  pray- 
iag^hat  the  African  trade  may  be  totally  prohibited 
to  the  citizens  of  these  United  States,  for  the  sup- 
ply of  slaves  to  foreigners)  that  forei^  ships, 
destined  for  that  trade,  ma^  be  prohibited  from 
ftltaig  in  the  jwrts  of  the  United  States ;  and  that 
fvoper  legalations  may  be  adopted  for  the  humane 
treatment  of  slaves  imported  into  the  States  ad- 
mittiiig  such  importations.  Referred  to  Mr.  Bbn- 
•ojr/Mr.  Baldwim,  Mr.  Dayton,  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Sowi  Garc^Una,  and  Mr.  Learnbd  ;  that  they  do 
CBmBiine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same, 
with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

POST  OmCE  BILL. 

The  Honae  havine  resolved  itself  into  a  Com* 
misiee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  the  further 
eenskleration  of  the  rost  Office  bill;  and,  af^r 
aome  time  spent  therein,  agreed  to  esti4)lish  the 
main  post  road  as  follows: 

Wiscasset,  Portland.  Portsmouth,  Bxeter,  New- 
bnrfpoct,  Ipswi^  Salem,  Boston,  Worcester, 
fibrincfield,  Hartford,  Middletown,  New  Haven, 
Sttrat^rd,  Faiifield.  Norwalk.  Stamford,  New 
Tor^NewarkElizabethtown.  Brunswick,  Friiice- 
tOB,  TrentoiL  Bristol  Philadelphia.  Chester,  Wil- 
mington. Elcton,  Charlestown,  Havre-de-Grace, 
Hartfora,  Baltimore,  Bladensburff^  Ge<»rffetown, 
Aleundria,  Colchester^  Dumfries,  Fredericksburg, 
Bowling  Ghneem  Hanover  court-house^  Richmond, 
Peter^Nus.  Halifax,  Tarborough^  Smithfield,  Fay- 
etteriUe,  New  Bridge  over  Drowning  creek,  Che- 
mw  coart-bouse,  Camden,  Statesborough,  Colum- 
hnL  Gan^ridge,  Auffosta,  and  Savannah. 

I*he  Committee  then  proceeded  to  consider  the 

~  out  in  the  biU;  agreed  to  some, 


altered  odiers,  introduced  some  additional  ones, 
and  then  rose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave 
to  sit  again. 

Friday,  December  9. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House^ 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An 
act  apportioning  Representatives  among  the  Peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,"  with  several  amend- 
ments ;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

The  House  asain  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit* 
tee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  establishing 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  I^oads  within  the  United 
States. 

The  subiect  was  further  discussed,  several  mo- 
tions for  additional  routes  of  the  post  were  made, 
lengthy  debates  ensued;  some  of  the  motions  were 
rejected,  and  others  agreed  to.  The  Committee 
rose  ana  reported  progress;  and  then  the  House 
adjourned  till  Monday. 


Monday,  December  12. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing his  report  on  the  memorial  of  Greor^e  Webn, 
referred  to  him,  pursuant  to  an  order  of  this  House, 
of  the  twenty-fourth  of  February  last;  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  County 
of  Northumberland,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
were  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying 
that  so  much  of  an  act,  passed  at  the  last  session, 
imj^sing  a  duty  on  spirits  distilled  vnthin  the 
United  States,  as  respects  the  duty  on  spirits  dis* 
tilled  from  materials  the  growth  or  produce  of  the 
United  States,  mav  be  repealed.  Referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  tne  Treasury,  for  his  information. 

A  petition  of  Charles  Hateley,  of  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  praying  that  an  exclusive  prior  right  of  patent 
may  be  reserved  to  him  in  a  machine,  which  he 
has  invented,  for  whitening  or  cleansing  rice; 
provided  he  shall,  vnthin  a  reasonable  time,  com- 
ply with  the  requisites  of  the  law,  in  such  casesw 
Ileferred  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  his  infor* 
mation. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

Gentlemen  qf  the  Senate^  and 

of  the  Houee  of  lUpreaentaHtfee : 

It  10  with  great  concern  that  I  commomcate  toyou 
the  information  roQeived  fnm  Major  Geneiml  8t  C^huiy 
of  the  misfortone  which  has  be&Uen  the  troops  under 
his  command. 

Althou^  the  national  loss  is  considerable,  according 
to  the  scale  of  the  event,  yot  it  may  be  repaired  without 
great  difficulty,  excepting  as  to  the  brave  men  who  have 
fiUlen  on  the  occasion,  and  who  are  a  subject  of  public 
as  well  as  private  regret 

A  farther  communication  wiO  shortly  be  made  of  %Sl 
such  matters  as  shall  be  necessaiy  to  enable  the  Legi^ 
latnre  to  judge  of  die  futore  measures  which  it  may  be 
proper  to  pursue.        OBORGE  WASHINGTON. 

UiriTBB  Statbs,  December  IS,  1791. 
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The  papers  referred  to  in  the  said  Message  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  fixing 
the  future  number  of  Representatives. 

The  first  amendment,  to  increase  the  ratio  to 
thirty-three  thousand,  being  read, 

Mr.  Gerrt  pbseryed,  tfa^t  the  bill  had  passed 
both  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  the  House, 
by  a  large  majority.  The  principle,  as  he  was  in- 
formed, on  which  the  amendment  had  taken  place 
in  the  Senate,  was  to  reduce  the  fractions  which^ 
would  result  from  the  ratio  proposed  by  the  House ; 
but  he  said  this  difficulty  had  been  fully  considered 
in  the  House.  The  representation,  every  body 
knows,  is  now  unequal,  and  it  must  be  submitted 
to  for  two  years  longer ;  and  now  it  is  proposed, 
at  that  period,  to  deprive  the  people  of  that  repre- 
sentation to  which  they  are  entitled  by  the  Con- 
stitution. He  thought  that  it  was  extraordinary, 
after  the  ratio  propc^ed  in  the  bill  had  been  agreeu 
to  by  the  House,  bv  so  large  a  majority,  i^  propo- 
sition to  alter  it  should  have  been  agitated  and 
carried  in  the  Senate.  Till  some  better  reason 
than  he  had  heard  assigned  should  be  ofiered,  he 
should  be  against  concurring  with  the  Senate ;  he 
moved,  therefore,  that  the  House  diss^ree  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate.  The  motion  was  se- 
conded by  Mr.  White. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  was  in  favor  of  agreeing  to  the 
amendment.  He  enlarged  on  the  inequality  in  the 
representation  from  the  great  fractional  nimibers 
which  would  result  from  the  ratio  of  thirty  thou- 
sand. He  was  fully  of  opinion  that  the  public 
business  could  be  full  as  well  transacted  by  one 
hundred  and  five  members,  the  number  which 
would  be  produced  by  a  ratio  of  thirty-three  thou- 
sand, as  by  one  hundred  and  twelve  or  one  hun- 
dred and  thirteen,  the  number  arising  from  the 
ratio  of  thirty  thousand. 

Mr.  Benson  said,  there  was  one  idea  which,  if 
it  had  been  considered  in  time,  mij^ht  have  been 
adopted,  and  would  perhaps  have  given  very  gene- 
ral satisfaction;  ana  that  is,  thatthe  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  shall  amount  to  a  certain 
number,  according  to  the  whole  number  of  the 

Eeople,  say  one  to  thirty  thousand.  This  would 
ave  given  a  surplus  number  which  might  have 
been  assigned  to  those  States  that  have  the  largest 
fractional  numbers.  He  had  formerly  voted  for 
thirty  thousand,  but  as  the  principle  of  equality 
was  more  particularly  attended  to  in  the  amend- 
ment, he  should  now  vote  for  the  ratio  proposed 
by  the  Senate.  He  observed,  some  States  are  sta- 
tionary ;  the  increased  representation  of  the  larger 
States,  when  once  established,  never  will  be  rece- 
ded from.  This  ought  to  be  taken  into  serious 
consideration. 

Mr.  Madison  observed,  that  the  idea  of  dimi- 
nishing the  fractional  parts  appears  to  be  the  only 
reason  for  the  alteration  proposed  by  the  Senate. 
The  aj^gregate  of  these  fractions  only  has  been 
taken  into  consideration;  but,  said  he,  if  the  frac- 
tions of  any  particular  States  will  be  augmented 


by  the  amendment,  which  would  be  the  case,  he 
conceived  that  the  argument  amounted  to  no  good 
reason  for  agreeing  to  it;  and  this,  he  said,  would 
evidently  be  the  fact. 

Mr.  Williamson  was  opposed  to  a  concurrence. 
He  observed,  in  general^  that  the  operation  of  the 
amendment  was  to  diminish  the  fractions  to  the 
Eastward,  and  increase  those  to  the  Southward* 
The  Southern  States  had  sufiered  so  much  under 
the  harrow  of  speculation,  that  he  hoped  no  mea- 
sure would  be  adopted  to  lessen  the  means  of  in- 
formation to  the  people  of  those  States,  by  deny- 
ing them  that  proportion  in  the  representation  to 
which  they  are  entitled.  He  regretted  that  some 
of  the  Southern  States  were  not  fully  rejvesented 
at  this  time  in  the  Senate;  he  thou«rht  it  probable, 
had  it  been  otherwise,  that  a  dinerent  decbion 
would  have  taken  place. 

Mr.  White  observed  that  the  amendment  would 
operate  generally  a^^inst  the  larger  States. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  differed  from  those  opposed  to 
the  amendment.  In  his  statements  respecting  the 
fractional  parts  to  be  produced  by  thirty*three 
thousand,  he  said  they  were  fewer  on  the  whole 
than  woiud  result  from  any  other  number  between 
thirty  and  forty  thousand,  and  those  numbers  both 
included;  and  this  figures  would  demonstrate^ 
Hence  he  deduced  a  greater  degree  of  equality, 
and  relative  justice  between  the  several  parts  of 
the  Union.  He  disclaimed  all  local  motives,  and 
silggested  the  propriety  of  ffentlemen  forbearing 
any  imputations  of  that  kind,  as  totally  alien  from 
the  subject. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  defended  the  amendment,  and 
observed  that  the  Senate  were  in  the  legal  exer- 
cise of  their  office  when  they  passed  it,  and  had 
most  undoubtedly  a  right  so  to  do.  He  read  several 
calculations  to  show  that  the  ag^egate  of  the  frac- 
tions would  be  reduced  upwards  of  ninety  thou- 
sand, by  a  ratio  of  thirty-three  thousand,  and  that 
the  fractions  in  every  State,  except  one,  would  be 
diminished  also  by  it  He  adverted  to  the  circum- 
stance of  the  Southern  States  deidving  so  great  an 
advantage  from  the  Representatives  they  are  en- 
titled to  by  reason  of  their  possessing  slaves ;  and 
thougrh  he  would  not  do  any  thinf  which  would 
interfere  with  the  Constitution  on  that  point,  every 
dictate  of  justice  and  equality  was  opposed  to 
giving  an  unnecessary  and  undue  advantage  to  the 
Southern  States  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  FiNDLEY  said,  he  had  expected  to  hear  scmie- 
thing  new  on  the  subject,  to  induce  ap  alteration 
in  the  opinion  of  the  House,  but  had  heard  nothing. 
Fractions  were  fully  consiaered  before,  both  in  the 
House  and  in  the  Committee.  This  he  considered 
as  one  of  the  lesser  matters  pertaining  to  the  sub- 
ject. The  best  way  would  have  been  to  have  set- 
tled the  ratio  without  knowing  the  numbers  of  the 
people  in  the  several  States;  though  that  could 
not  be  done,  as  the  numbers  are  known,  )ret  he  said 
he  had  made  it  the  rule  of  his  conduct  in  voting. 
The  principle  bein^  established,  there  will  be  no 
room  for  combinations,  nor  any  ground  for  com- 
plaints and  reproaches  respecting  either  Southern 
or  Northern  interests.  He  yns  for  adhering  to  the 
principle  as  that  contemplated  in  the  Constitn* 
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tion — and  thb  he  conceiTed  the  House  had  done — 
and  he  hc^;)ed  they  would  not  depart  from  it ;  and 
as  to  fractions,  in  competition  with  that  principle, 
he  considered  them  of  very  little  consequence.  He 
ddd  not  deny  but  a  smaller  number  of  Kepresenta- 
tiyes  would  be  competent  to  doin^  the  public  bu- 
aiifess;  but  despatch  of  public  busmess,  and  a  Re- 
publican representation  of  the  people,  he  conceiyed 
were  distinct  thinss;  he  therefore  should  have 
been  in  favor  of  a  larger  representation.  He  con- 
troverted the  right  of  the  Senate  to  decide  for  the 
House  in  regard  to  this  question — it  was  not  a 
question  of  n^t  and  privilege — it  appertains  prin- 
cipally to  the  Representative  body,  lie  then  con- 
sidered the  question  as  it  respected  the  Senate — 
and  he  thought  that  a  lar^  representation  was 
necessary  as  a  barrier  to  the  influence  of  that  body ; 
nor  do  L  said  he,  think  this  an  unreasonable  jeal- 
ousy^ wnen  the  constitution  of  human  nature  is 
considered.  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
is  express  on  the  subject^  and  now  is  the  time  when 
the  people  ought  to  eigoy  the  advantages  of  the 
representation  of  one  to  thirly  thousand.  Another 
consideration  to  induce  a  larj^e  representation,  he 
deduced  from  the  accumulation  ofmoney  capitals 
in  the  United  States,  which  have  been  increased 
beyond  all  parallel;  the  influence  of  these  capitals 
will  And  its  way  into  the  House.  He  hoped  no 
alteration  would  be  made  in  the  determination  of 
the  majority  of  the  members. 

Mr.  Goodhue  said^  the  difierence  between  the 
result  of  the  two  ratios  was  so  smalL  that  he  did 
not  conceive  it  would  constitute  a  sufficient  reason 
for  disagreeing  to  the  amendment.  He  stated  that 
the  difference  between  the  Southern  and  Northern 
States,  on  the  ratio  of  thirty  thousand,  was  beyond 
all  reason  in  favor  of  the  Southern  States;  whereas 
l^e  difierence  on  that  of  thirty-three  thousand  was 
very  small  indeed,  in  favor  of  the  Northern  States ; 
which  evidently  aemonstrated  that  the  principle 
of  equality  was  involved  in  agreeing  to  the  amend- 
ment of  tne  Senate. 

Mr.  HiLLHODSB  stated  various  particulars  to 
show  the  inequality  of  the  representation  by  thirty 
thousand,  particularly  as  it  respects  the  smaller 
States.  He  said  he  rejoiced  that  the  Senate  had 
given  their  opinion  on  the  subject;  they  had  a 
right  to  do  it;  they  are  the  Representatives  of 
the  people^  and  on  this  question  are  probably  mote 
impartial  judges  than  this  House. 

Mr.  Gerry  still  supported  his  motion  for  a  disa- 
greement. He  stated  a  case  to  show  that  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  population,  a  State  at  the  next 
enumeration,  which  now  contains  three  hundred 
and  thirty  thousand,  will  then  have  a  much  larger 
firaction,  by  a  ratio  of  thirty-three  thousand,  tmin 
any  now  contemplated.  He  supposed  the  Senate 
had  a  different  interest  in  this  matter  from  that 
of  the  House.  The  larger  States  not  being  repre- 
sented in  the  Senate,  and  the  representation  of 
those  States  which  are  stationary,  or  nearly  so, 
being  full — is  the  reason  of  this  proposed  amend- 
ment. • 

Mr.  Ames  observed,  that  he  thought  the  only 
ouestion  was  to  consider  whether  the  bill,  as  sent 
nom  this  House,  was  a  proper  one ;  for,  as  to  a 


smaller  or  larger  representation,  he  considered  all 
debate  on  that  precluded,  as  tne  only  difference 
was  between  one  hundred  and  five  and  one  hun- 
dred and  thirteen.  He  then  entered  into  a  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  as  it  respects  equality ;  he 
asserted  that  the  bill  was  not  only  improper  as  un- 
equal, but  was  also  unconstitutional.  To  show 
the  inequality  of  the  bilL  he  observed  that  Virginia^ 
with  six  hundred  and  thirty  thousHBind  inhabitants^ 
would  have  as  many  members  as  six  of  the  smaller 
States,  whose  aggregate  numbers  exceeded  those 
of  Virffinia  upwards  of  seventy  thousand.  This 
inequmity  amounted  to  a  direct  violation  of  the 
Constitution,  which  expressly  declares  that  repre- 
sentation and  taxation  shall  be  according  to  num- 
bers. He  amplified  this  idea,  by  showing  how  it 
would  operate,  if  strictly  adhered  to  in  the  assess- 
ment of  taxes. 

Mr.  Williamson  still  contended,  that  the  deduc- 
tion from  the  bill  was  two  members  from  the 
Eastern  and  four  from  the  Southern  States,  which 
plainly  showed  that  the  amendment  was  in  favor 
of  the  Eastern  States;  and  added,  that  if  the  South- 
em  States  had  been  represented  in  the  Senate,  the 
bill  would  not  have  been  sent  back. 

Mr.  NiLES  suggested  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  wiiich  was  to  strike  out 
one  after  the  word  "Delaware,"  and  to  insert  two. 
This  he  was  influenced  to  move,  from  the  consid- 
eration of  the  manifest  inequality  of  the  represent- 
ation of  that  State,  compared  with  that  of  other 
States,  particularly  Virginia.  He  had  no  doubt, 
from  the  justice  ot  the  House,  that  if  the  amend- 
ment he  proposed  was  not  directly  contrary  to  the 
Constitution,  it  would  be  agreed  to.  He  then  ad- 
verted to  the  Constitution,  and  read  the  passage 
respecting  representation  and  taxation,  which  are 
to  be  apportioned  according;  to  numbers.  He  ob- 
served tnat  there  were  evidently  wantine  to  com- 
plete the  sentence,  these  words,  as  nearhf  as  may 
he — with  this  explanation  added,  he  went  on  to 
show  that  the  principle  of  equality  would  be  more 
strictly  adhered  to,  by  admitting  his  amendment, 
than  by  rejecting  it — for  if  Delaware  contains  fifty- 
eight  thousand  mhabitants,  twenty-eight  thousand 
were  certainly  nearer  to  thirty-three  thousand, 
than  thirty-three  thousand  were  to  fifty-eight  thou- 
sand. He  recited  other  passages  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, to  show  that  his  idea  was  compatible  with  it 

Mr.  Benson  again  suggested  his  proposition,  of 
apportioning  the  representation  according  to  the 
whole  population.  He  was  in  favor  of  a  large 
representation.  The  principle  advanced  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Findley;  was 
undoubtedly  just,  that  a  large  representation  was 
necessary  in  a  free  Government,  for  information 
and  security — this  principle  is  not  to  be  disputed. 
And  with  respect  to  the  danger  from  corruption, 
undoubtedly  patronage  and  influence  would  creep 
in ;  but  he  conceived  that  danger  of  a  more  serious 
nature  was  to  be  apprehended  from  another  quar- 
ter. Gentlemen  had  mentioned  the  funding  sys- 
tem. In  questions  of  that  kind,  where  one  Mrt  of 
the  Union  thought  themselves  the  only  sufferers, 
the  liberties  of  tnis  country  would  be  but  a  second- 
ary consideration.    For,  in  a  Republican  Govern- 
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ment,  the  majority  must  rule,  and  the  minority 
«nust  submit,  except  they  are  oppressed,  and  then 
they  have  an  undoubted  ri^ht  to  resist. 

Mr.  Giles  defended  the  bill.  He  obserred  that 
the  apparent  inequality  in  the  representation  of 
the  smaller  States,  was  rendered  equal  by  their 
representation  in  the  Senate.  He  enlarged  on  the 
idea  of  adherin^othe  amendment  proposed  to  the 
Constitution.  The  inequality  spoKen  of  was,  in 
tact  in  fayor  of  the  smaller  States.  He  adrerted 
to  tne  restive  spirit  in  some  of  the  Stetes.  Some 
of  the  measures  of  Congress,  were  so  disliked,  that 
the  people  in  those  States  wished  themselves  sepa- 
rated from  the  Government.  The  people  of  the 
State  fVom  which  he  came,  were  so  impressed  with 
the  idea  of  the  ratio  beinc;  settled  agreeably  to  the 
bill,  that  he  reallv  feared  the  discontents  of  the 
people  there  would  be  increased  to  an  alarming 
degree,  should  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  be 
agreed  to. 

At  this  point  the  consideration  of  the  amend- 
ments was  postponed  till  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  December  13. 

A  petition  of  John  Frederick  Amelung,  proprie- 
tor of  the  fflass  manufactory,  at  New  Bremen,  in 
the  State  of  Maryland,  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  prayiuff  the  patronage  of  Congress  to  his 
undertaking,  and  tlutt  €k)veroment  willassist  him 
with  a  loan  of  money,  or  other  means,  to  further 
^e  same. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  taUe. 

A  memorial  of  James  Wilson,  and  others,  in 
behalf  of  the  Land  Companies  of  the  Illinois  and 
Oubache,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
praying  to  be  permitted  to  exhibit  the  titles  of  the 
Companies  to  certain  Western  lands,  heretofore 
purchased  by  the  said  Companies,  unaer  the  sanc- 
tion of  lawful  authority ;  and  also  to  make  certain 
proposals  for  a  reasonaUe  compromise,  between 
tkem  and  the  United  States.  Referred  to  Mr. 
IjIvsrhorb,  Mr.  Fftzsimons,  and  Mr.  Clark; 
that  ^ey  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report 
the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
House. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States : 

Oenilemen  of  the  Senatty  and 

of  the  House  of  Representatives  .• 

I  place  before  jou  the  plan  of  a  City  that  has  been 
laid  out  within  the  District  of  Ten  Miles  Square,  which 
was  fixed  upon  for  the  Permanent  Seat  of  the  Govem- 
ment  of  the  United  States. 

O.  WASHINGTON. 

Ukitsb  Statxb,  December  13, 1791. 

APPORTIONMENT  BELL. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments,  proposed  by  the  Senate,  to  the  bill 
'^  apportioning  Re  presenta tires  among  the  people 
ofthe  United  States.'' 

Some  debate  having  taken  {dace  respecting  the 
regularity  of  a  resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Benson, 
for  apportioning  among  the  difierent  States  (ac- 
eordmg  to  their  respective  numbers)  the  whole 


number  of  Representatives  produced  by  the  oron 
amount  of  the  aggregate  population  of  the  United 
States, 

Mr.  Sbdowiok  moved  to  amend  the  Senate's 
amendment  by  insertiuff  two  members  for  the  Stale 
of  Delaware,  instead  (n  one. 

In  favor  or  this  motion,  it  was  observed,  that  the 
injurv  arising  from  unrepresented  fractions  cf 
population  is  more  sev^ely  felt  by  the  smaller 
than  by  the  larger  States,  as  in  the  case  of  tlM 
State  of  Delaware,  to  which  the  bill  allowed  but 
one  representative  for  59,000  inhabitants,  whilft 
the  larger  States  would  be  much  better  represent- 
ed, as  their  fractions  would  be  divided  among  a 
greater  number  of  Representatives.  Bv  the  amend- 
ment prcmosed  to  the  Constitution,  a  latitude  was 
given  to  Congress  in  this  particular,  allowing  them 
either  to  appF^  the  ratio  to  the  aggregate  amouaC 
of  the  general  population,  and  then  to  apportion 
the  representation  to  the  different  States,  as  u^arlj 
as  they  could  approach  the  ratio  once  establisheo, 
or  to  apply  the  ratio  to  the  population  of  eaok 
State ;  and  if,  in  case  of  applving  the  ratio  to  the 
aggregate  number  of  the  inhaoitantsof  the  United 
States,  the  number  of  Repr^entatives  was  found 
to  be  exactly  one  hundred,  it  appeared  doubtfU 
whether  Congress  could  well  avoid  adopting  the 
former  mode ;  otherwise,  it  would  be  impossiUe 
to  apportion  the  representation  to  the  populatioA 
with  exact  precision.  Even  if  the  United  Stales 
were  to  be  divided  into  districts  of  thirty  thoasand 
inhabitants  each,  there  would  still  remain  a  frac- 
tion, and  inequality,  somewhere  or  other,  most  be 
the  consequence. 

In  the  bill,  it  was  said,  a  manifest  inequality  ap- 
peared, as  it  allowed  Virginia  to  elect  twenty-one 
Representatives,  whereas,  according  to  the  pro- 
portion which  her  population  bears  to  that  of  the 
United  States  in  general^  she  is  entitled  only  to 
nineteen.  The  Constitution  has  said  that  ^  Repre- 
sentatives and  direct  taxes  shall  be  apportioned 
among  the  several  States  according  to  thenr  va^ 
^pective  numbers."  But  if  taxation  were  to  be 
aprportioned  in  the  same  manii«r  as  the  repreaeat- 
ation  is  by  the  bill,  the  inequality  would  oe  stri- 
king, and  such  as  never  would  be  submitted  ta 
Rhode  Island,  for  instance,  bong  represented  by 
two  members,  would  have  to  pay  $60,000 ;  whilst 
Delaware,  having  but  a  single  Representative, 
would  pay  only  930,000,  allhouffh  the  difference 
of  population  is  so  small  between  those  two  States — 
Rhode  Island  having  only  about  68,000  inhabit 
tants,  whilst  59,000  are  found  in  the  Stale  of  Dela^ 
ware.  The  time  may  come  when  the  safe^  and 
good  order  of  Government  will  require  the  impo- 
sition of  direct  taxes.  But  how  can  any  such 
taxes  be  laid  without  a  new  census  and  a  just  ap- 
portionment of  the  representation  ?  Before  these 
steps  could  be  taken  the  measure  might  be  too 
kte ;  and  it  would  be  unwise  in  the  present  Cofr- 

fress  to  pass  any  law  that  may,  at  a  future  day, 
eprive  tne  House  of  one  of  its  constitutional  pow- 
ers— the  power  of  laying  direct  taxes.  It  was  fur- 
ther observed,  that  tne  Constitution  itself  did  not 
seem  to  exact  so  rigid  an  observance  of  the  ratia 
as  ilo  require  Uiat  any  State  should  be  deprived  of 


349 


BKBTORY  OF  CONGRESe. 


650 


HOI.] 


App0ttiomii^Mt  Sw, 


[H.  or  JL 


a  Rej>tes6ittttiTe  merely  ob  aeoeiut  of  a  trifling 
deficiency  in  the  iiamber  of  inhabitants.  It  ap- 
fmiA  Tisihly  to  eofitemplate  such  a  defioiency, 
«nd  that  there  might  be  States  whose  entire  popu- 
lation would  not  amount  to  the  ratio  that  might 
be  fbied  on.  Still,  it  had  provided  that  duch  States 
ahould  not  remain  unrepresented ;  but  that,  how- 
ever MDall  the  population  may  be,  ."  each  State 
shall  have  at  least  o»e  Representotive."  The  Ckm- 
vention  themselves,  who  fraiaaed  the  Constitution 
were  not  such  scrupulous  observers  of  trifling 
fractional  differences,  when  they  apportioned  the 
representation ;  for,  although,  by  the  estimate  of 
population,  which  was  the  ground  of  the  ai>por- 
tionment,  the  State  of  New  Jersey  was,  strictly 
.speaking,  entitled  only  to  three  members;  yet,  as 
she  haa  a  large  fraction  remaining,  she  was  al- 
lowed A>ur. 

in  opposition,  to  the  proposed  amendm^it,  it 
was  said  that  the  Constitution  never  contemplated 
a  miavte  attention  to  fractions ;  that  the  weight 
givca  to  the  smsdler  States  in  the  Senate  was  a 
-conoesdon,  to  compensate  for  any  inequality  that 
•^ey  mi^t  be  s«%eot  <o  in  the  other  branch  of 
the  Xi^^islatiire;  that  the  Constitution  points  out 
the  apportionment  according  to  their  respective 
numbers  of  the  aeveral  States ;  that  to  allow  a  Re- 
presentative to  be  chosen  by  a  less  number  than 
thirty  thousand,  would  be  an  open  violation  of  the 
express  words  of  the  CoBstitmion.  Even  if  it 
were  not  uneoiistitutionaL  yet  it  never  couhi,aB  a 
permanent  rule,  answer  tne  purpose  for  which  it 
wm  intended.  The  same  difficulty  would  again 
recur  on  other  occasions ;  for,  if  it  were  laid  down 
as  a  rule,  that  an  additional  member  should  be  al- 
lowed only  for  a  fraction  above  fifty  per  cent.,  it 
might  happen  that  there  would  be  found  in  one 
Btate  a  fraction  of  15,001  inhabitants,  and  in  ano- 
iher  the  mecise  number  of  15,000.  Suppose  the 
State  of  Delaware  to  be  in  the  latter  predicament, 
ahe  would  have  a  representation  of  only  one  mem- 
ber for  45,000  inhabitants,  whilst  another  StatCL 
idiose  fraction  was  15,001,  would  be  representea 
in  the  ratio  of  one  member  for  less  than  30.000. 

The  Constitution  directs  that  taxation  snail  be 
cmportionHBd  among  the  individuals  in  the  several 
mates ;  whereas  representati<m  is  to  be  apportion- 
ed to  classes  of  thirty  thousand  in  each  State,  and 
this  according  to  a  census  first  actually  taken, 
iience,  as  the  one  apportionment  was  intended  to 
overate  upon  Stales,  and  the  other  upon  individu- 
al citizens,  any  difference  in  the  apportionment 
eooldnever  curtail  the  authority  of  theUovemment 
with  respect  to  taxation.  As  to  the  inequality 
said  to  arise  from  one  Iwge  State  having  as  many 
Representatives  as  six  smaller  States,  anv  arg|tt- 
ment  drawn  from  that  circumstance  must  lose  its 
force,  when  it  is  considered  that  the  six  lesser 
Stat^  sending  twelve  members  into  the  Senate, 
nossess  three-sevenths  of  tbe  whole  governmental 
mfluence  of  that  body^  (which  is  much  more  eon- 
aiderable  than  that  at  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives,) whoreas  the  large  State,  having  only  two 
tnembers,  can  possess  but  one-fourteenth  part  of 
the  Senatorial  influence.  This  eircumstance  ope- 
lalea  to  the  disadvairtage  of  the  largest  State,  and 


in  favor  of  the  smaller  ones,  which  have,  diere- 
f<»re,  no  reason  to  complain  of  ui  inequality  that 
exists  but  in  idea ;  or  if  it  does  exist  at  aU,  bears 
heavier  on  the  larger  Btate,  to  which  a  small  ad- 
vantage in  die  House  of  Representatives  can 
hardly  be  deemed  a  sufficient  compensation  for 
the  loss  it  must  necessarily  suffer  in  the  Senate. 
The  proposed  amendment  would  but  increase  that 
inequality,  by  giving  a  greater  inroportion  of  in- 
fluence to  the  smaller  States,  which  already  pos- 
sess more  than  their  due  share  of  it,  and  derive 
this  advantage  from  the  very  circumstance  which 
is  complained  of  as  productive  of  inequality  in  the 
House  of  Representatives.  On  a  former  occasion, 
a  proposition  had  been  made  to  correct  that  sup- 
posed iaequaUtv,  by  allowii^  the  State  of  Delii- 
ware  two  memoers  in  the  Bouse.  It  was  made 
at  a  time  whea  no  :  local  interests  could  be  sup- 
posed to  influcDoe  the  decision ;  and  it  was  then 
declared  to  be  unconstitutional,  unless  that  State 
should  be  foiund  to  contain  sixty  thousand  inhabit- 
ant. 

The  question  being  tak^i  on  Mr.  Sedowick^s 
amendment,  was  Lost 

The  question  was  then  put  on  agreeing  to  the 
Senate's  amendment,  and  passed  also  in  the  nega- 
tive ;  afrer  which,  the  Committee  rose,  and  re- 
ported accordingly. 

Weonesoay,  December  14. 

Mr.  Sedgwick,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
were  referred  certain  propositions  of  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States^  made  a 
report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  he  on  the 
table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  David  Cook  and  Thomas 
Campbell ;"  and  the  same,  being  twice  read,  were 
agreed  to. 

APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  Representa- 
tion bill.  It  was  moved,  that  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  Senate,  with  the  report  of  the 
Uommittee  of  the  Whole  thereon,  be  recommit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House;  and  on 
the  (]^uestion  to  agree  to  this  motion,  it  was  car- 
ried in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  ViMiNO  moved  this  amendment — to  strike 
out  "thirty-three  thousand,"  and  to  insert: 

<*That  Representatives  be  appoitioiied  among  tha 
several  States  as  follow :  that  is  to  say,  New  Hampshire 
shall  chooee  five,  Massachusetts  sixteen,  Connecticat 
eight,  Rhode  Island  two,  Vermont  three,  New  York 
eleven,  New  Jersey  six,  Pennsylvania  fourteen,  Dela- 
ware two,  Maiyland  nine,  Virghua  twenty-one,  Ken- 
tuoky  two,  North  Caiohaa  twelve,  Oeoigia  two." 

On  the  Question  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  it 
passed  in  the  negative.  The  Committee  then  me, 
and  the  Chairman  reported. 

Mr.  YiNiNO  renewed  his  motion  in  the  Houaa^ 
where  it  was  again  negatived— aves  28,  noes  37. 
And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  tne  first  amend* 
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ment  of  the  Senate,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  de- 
manded, it  passed  in  the  negative.  The  yeas  and 
nays  were  as  follow: 

Ybas. — MesBTS.  Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Eg- 
bert Benson,  EEas  Boudinot,  Sheaijashnb  Bourne,  Ben- 
jamin Bourne,  Abraham  Clark,  Jonathau  Dayton,  Tho- 
mas Fitzsimons,  Nicholas  Oilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue, 
James  Gordon,  Thomas  Hartley,  James  Hillhouse,  Israel 
Jacobs,  Aaron  KitcheU,  John  W.  Kittera,  Samuel  Liv- 
ermore,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah 
Smith,  Israel  Smith,  WUliam  Smith,  Jonathan  Sturges, 
Peter  Sylvester,  George  Thatcher,  John  Vining,  Jere- 
miah Wadsworth,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

NAT8.-^Me8sr8.  John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Bald- 
win, John  Brown,  William  Findley,  Elbridge  Gerry, 
William  B.  Giles,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Barry  Grove, 
Daniel  Huger,  Philip  Key,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Na^ 
thaniel  Macon,  James  Ma&on,  Andrew  Moore,  Fredo- 
lick  Augustas  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Murray,  John 
Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker,  Joshua 
Seney,  Upton  Sheridine,  John  Steele,  Samuel  Sterrett, 
Thomas  Sumpter,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor 
Tucker,  Abraham  Venable,  Anthony  Wayne,  Alexan- 
der White,  Hugh  Williamson,  and  Francis  WiUis. 

The  second  amendment,  after  the  words  "  South 
Carolina,"  to  strike  out  "State"  and  insert  "dis- 
trict," was  agreed  to. 

Ordered^  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  ac- 
quaint the  Senate  therewith. 


Thursday,  December  15. 

The  House  asain  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill "  For  establish- 
ing the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the 
United  States." 

Mr.  Vining's  motion  for  striking  out  the  second 
section,  which  empowers  the  Postmaster  Greneral 
to  establish  additional  post  roads^  for  the  purpose 
of  substituting  a  clause  making  it  his  dutv  to  re- 
port to  Congress,  from  time  to  time,  such  cross 
post  roads  as  may  appear  necessary,  with  inform- 
ation respecting  the  amount  of  the  income  of  the 
Department,  and  the  expense  of  such  additional 
post  roads,  was  taken  into  consideration.  After 
some  debate,  the  second  section  was  struck  out; 
and  the  substitute  being  withdrawn,  a  clause  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Fitzsimons,  in  lieu  thereof,  em- 
powering the  Postmaster  Ueneral,  under  certain 
restrictions,  to  form  contracts  for  extending  the 
line  of  posts,  was  adopted.  The  Committee  then 
rose  ana  reported  progress. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  in- 
forming the  House  that  they  had  taken  into  con- 
sideration their  first  amendment  to  the  Represent- 
ation Bill,  which  was  disagreed  to  by  the  House, 
and  do  insist  thereon. 


Friday,  December  16. 

A  petition  of  Robert  M^Culloch  was  presented 
to  the  House  and  read,  praying  to  receive  certain 
arrears  of  pay  as  a  soldier;  andj  also,  relief  in  con- 
sideration of  wounds  received  m  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  during  the  late  war,  which  have 
rendered  him  incapable  of  obtaining  a  livelihood 
by  labor.    Also, 


A  petition  of  Joseph  Liplong.  assignee  of  Dixon 
Nailor,  who  is  administrator  or  the  estate  of  John 
Nailor,  deceased,  praying  a  liquidation  and  pay- 
ment of  the  accounts  of  the  said  John  Nailor,  for 
pay  and  depreciation  for  his  services,  as  a  soldier 
m  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  during  the  late 
war.  Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with 
instruction  to  examine  the  same,  and  report  his 
opinion  thereupon  to  the  House. 

THB  POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

The  House  a^ain  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House,  on  the  l)ill  "for  establish- 
ing the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the 
United  States." 

[The  following  is  a  condenaed  view  of  the  aigumentB  made  on 
•iriking  out  theeection  which  givee  tamtmben  the  privilege  of 
franki^s*] 

When  the  bill  under  consideration  is  once  passed 
into  a  law,  it  is  presumable  that  no  gentleman  will 
ever  ask  a  member  to  Arank  for  him,  as  he  cannot 
grant  the  request  consistently  with  his  honor ;  the 
apprehension  entertained  of  the  existence  of  abuses, 
and  of  their  increasing  with  the  increase  of  num- 
bers, would  be  an  argument  equally  valid  against 
every  law;  for  no  law  can  be  framed^  as  that  the 
people  will  not  find  means  to  evade  it.    But  still 
the  Legislature  will  have  the  power  of  correcting 
the  abuses,  as  soon  as  discovered,  by  passinff  new 
laws  to  cheek  them.   The  committee,  who  drafted 
the  bill,  had  before  them  all  the  acts  of  the  British 
Legislature,  respecting  the  post  office;  they  saw 
the  abuses  and  how  they  had  been  remedied;  and 
with  such  light  to  guide  their  steps,  they  had  pro- 
ceeded in  the  execution  of  their  task.    The  privi- 
lege of  franking  they  had  introduced  into  the  bilL 
upon  mature  consideration;  to  take  it  away  would 
be  levelling  a  deadly  stroke  at  the  liberty  of  the 
press;  the  information  conveyed  by  franks,  may 
oe  considered  as  the  vital  juices,  ana  the  channels 
of  the  post  office  as  the  veins;  and  if  these  are 
stopped,  the  body  must  be  destroyed;  it  is  tread- 
ing on  dangerous  ground,  to  take  any  measures 
that  may  stop  the  channels  of  public  information, 
especially  of  that  which  relates  to  matters  in 
which  the  people  are  interested;  to  check  the  cir- 
culation even  of  foreign  intelligence  may  be  dan- 
gerous; but  it  is  highly  so,  to  deprive  the  people 
of  information  respecting  the  measures  of  tne 
General  Government;  nor  ought  the  members  to 
complain  of  being  obliged  to  read  so  many  letters 
and  petitions  as  come  to  their  hands  in  conse- 
quence of  the  exemption  from  postase.    If  any 
gentleman  thought  mis  a  heavy  task,  ne  ought  to 
remembei  that  it  was  only  his  duty,  and  a  task 
which  every  member  hadf  undertaken  when  he 
accepted  a  seat  in  the  House. 

The  privilege  of  franking  was  granted  to  the 
members,  not  as  a  personal  advantage,  (for  in  fact 
it  proved  rather  a  burden,)  but  as  a  benefit  to  their 
constituents,  who^  by  means  of  it,  derive  informa- 
tion from  those  who  are  best  qualified  to  give  it, 
as  they  are  the  persons  chosen  to  administer  the 
General  Go  vein  ment  The  members  also  receive 
useful  information  through  the  same  channeL 
When  the  import  law  aim  the  excise  law  were 
under  ccmsideration,  many  persons,  who  were  bet- 
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ter  acquainted  with  the  opecation  of  such  laws, 
transmitted  to  the  House  much  valuable  informa- 
tion on  those  subjects;  and  to  such  information 
the  House  ou^ht  ever  to  be  open ;  as,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  motives  for  adopting  certain  measures, 
ought  always  to  be  explained  to  influential  cha- 
racters in  the  different  parts  of  the  Union.  Such 
conduct  will  produce  the  most  salutary  effects  in 
reconciling  the  people  to  the  measures  of  Groyem- 
ment,  when  the  priiiciples  upon  which  every  law 
is  framed,  are  explained  to  them,  as  well  by  the 
correspondence  of  the  members,  as  by  their  de- 
bates, published  in  the  newspapers.  It  is  the  duty 
of  the  members  to  disperse  tne  newspapers  among 
those  people  who  cannot,  perhaps,  otherwise  oh- 
tain  them,  under  the  protection  of  franks.  Eycu 
along  the  post  roads,  tne  common  packets  of  news- 
papers are  not  safe  from  depredation;  but  when 
once  they  get  into  the  interior  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, there  is  hardly  any  chance  of  their  escaping; 
whereas,  under  coyer  of  a  frank,  they  are  sure  to 
reach  their  destination  in  safety. 

If  the  priyilege  were  confined,  during  the  session, 
to  letters  sent  from  and  receiyed  at  the  seat  of 
€k>yernment,  and  the  members  limited  to  their 
own  letters,  and  obliged  to  write  the  whole  super- 
scription, the  increase  of  the  apprehended  abuses 
would  be  prevented ;  if  it  were  further  restricted, 
by  limiting  it  to  those  letters  only  that  are  sent  to 
or  come  from  the  State  to  which  the  member  be- 
longs, this  would  convince  the  people,  that  the 
privilege  was  intended  for  the  benent,  not  of  the 
members,  but  of  their  constituents. 

Further,  it  was  observed,  that  every  argument, 
which  might  be  adduced  in  favor  of  withdrawing 
the  privile^  from  the  members  of  Ck>ngress,  might 
be  used  with  e^ual  force  in  the  cases  of  the  Presi- 
dent, Vice  President,  and  every  other  public  offi- 
cer, mentioned  in  the  same  section.  If  the  allow- 
ance of  six  dollars  per  day  was  a  reason  for  sub- 
jecting the  members  to  the  payment  of  postage, 
every  public  officer  ought  also,  on  the  same  prm- 
ciple,  to  pay  for  his  letters,  as  they  were  all  com- 
pensated with  equal  liberality.  If  abuses  were 
apprehended  from  the  membiers,  others  were  as 
likely  to  introduce  them  as  they;  if  an  increase  of 
revenue  was  contemplated,  the  postage  of  all  let- 
ters to  and  from  the  President,  the  Vice  President, 
the  Secretaries  of  State,  of  the  Treasury,  of  the 
Department  of  War,  dec,  would  contribute  to  that 
increase ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  those  gentlemen 
must  have  their  compensations  increas^  if  their 
letters  were  to  be  taxed;  for  they  coula  not  be 
expected  to  pay  for  them  at  their  own  expense. 
If  the  privilege  can  be  guarded  afi^ainst  abuse,  with 
respect  to  those  cheers,  it  can  also  be  guarded  in 
the  case  of  members  of  Congress. 

The  establishment  of  the  post  office  is  agreed 
to  be  for  no  other  purpose  than  the  conveyance  of 
information  into  every  part  of  the  Union;  and  a 
greater  portion  of  that  had  been  conveyed  into 
many  of^  the  interior  parts  of  the  country,  by  the 
newspapers  sent  by  the  members  of  the  Efouse, 
than  could  be  conveyed  by  other  means,  ex- 
cenptiujg  on  the  main  roads  on  which  sta^  sa 
That  information  had  proved  highly  serviceable 


to  the  present  Government ;  for  wherever  the  news- 
papers had  extended,  or  even  the  correspondence 
of  the  members,  no  opposition  has  been  made  to 
the  laws;  whereas,  the  contrary  was  experienced 
in  those  parts  to  which  the  information  had  not 
penetrated;  and  even  there,  the  opposition  ceased, 
as  soon  as  the  principles  on  which  the  laws  haa 
been  passed,  were  made  known  to  the  people. 

As  long  as  the  privilege  can  be  thus  used  for  the 
general  cMlvantaee  of  the  citizens,  it  ought  not  to 
be  relinquished  oy  the  members  merely  through 
fear  of  its  being  tnought  a  personal  privilege;  it 
might  be  confined  to  members  actually  attending 
the  session ;  they  might  be  obliged  to  write  the 
whole  superscription,  and  even  to  add  the  date. 
In  short,  the  wisdom  of  the  House,  it  was  hoped, 
would  prevent  all  the  evils  apprehended  from  it, 
and  retain  the  advantages. 

The  question  being  taken  oq  the  motion,  for 
withdravnng  the  privilege  from  the  members,  it 
passed  in  the  negative — yeas  21,  nays  35. 


Monday,  December  19. 

APPORTIONMENT  BELL, 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
sent  from  the  Senate  on  Thursday  last,  notifying 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendment,  dis- 
agreed to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An 
act  apportioning  Representatives  among  the  Peo- 
ple oi  the  several  States,  according  to  the  first 
Enumeration ;"  and  the  said  amendment  being  read, 
as  follows : 

*'  Strike  out  the  first  section  and  substitute  the  fol- 
lowing: 

**  Be  it  eruicted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre' 
Bentatives  of  the  Untied  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled^  That,  fi^m  and  after  the  3d  day  of  March, 
1793,  and  untU  otherwise  provided  for  by  law,  the  House 
of  Representatives  shall  be  composed  of  Members  who 
shall  have  been  chosen  by  the  People  of  the  several 
States,  in  the  proportion  of  one  Representative  for  every 
thirty  thousand  persons,  in  each  State,  computed  ao- 
cordmg  to  the  rule  prescribed  by  the  Ck^nstitution  of  the 
United  States :  that  is  to  say,  fix>m  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire  four  members,  the  State  of  Massachusetts 
fourteen,  the  State  of  Connecticut  seven,  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  two,  the  State  of  New  York  ten,  the  State 
of  New  Jersey  five,  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  thirteen, 
the  State  of  Delaware  one,  the  State  of  Maryland  eight, 
the  State  of  Virginia  nineteen,  the  State  of  Kentucky 
two,  the  State  of  North  Carolina  ten,  and  the  State  of 
Georg^  two  mmnbers  ;*' 

Mr.  Ames  said,  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Senate,  thou^  a  sin^e  proposition,  involves  two 
questions,  which  it  will  be  proper,  on  this  occasion, 
to  discuss  distinctly. 

Is  the  bill  wrong)  &s  the  House  passed  it?  and 
is  the  proposed  amendment  of  the  Senate  fit  and 
projper? 

The  original  bill  gives  the  ratio  of  one  member 
to  thirty  thousand  persons^  and  proceeds  to  state 
the  number  of  Representatives  wnich  the  reraect- 
ive  States  shall  have  in  the  next  Congress.  If  in 
this  distribution  of  members  it  shall  appear  that 
we  haye  not  pursued  the  Constitution,  tne  bill  is 
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a  bad  one,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  concur  with  the 
Senate,  at  least  in  striking  out  the  exceptionable 
part. 

The  Constitution  directs  that  Representatives 
shall  be  apportioned  among  the  seveial  States  ae- 
e^ing  to  their  respective  numbers.  The  whole 
number  of  Representatives  being  first  fixed,  they 
shall  be  apportioned  to  any  State  according  to  its 
e^isus.  Tne  Rule-of-Three  will  show  what  mirt 
of  the  representation  any  State  shall  have.  The 
wisdom  and  caution  of  tne  Constitution  have  left 
very  little  to  Confess  in  this  afibir.  Though  Con- 
gress is  to  apportion  the  members,  the  rule  of  ap- 
portionment is  fi^Led;  the  number  of  Representa- 
tives will  be  one  hundred  twelve.  These  are  to 
be  apportioned  to  each  State  aceordins  to  its  num- 
bers. What  part  of  the  one  hundred  and  twelve 
members  will  Vir^ia  have  according  to  its  peo- 
ple? The  answer  IS  easily  found.  Virginia,  having 
nx  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  perscms,  (which 
is  her  Federal  number,  after  deducting  two-fifths 
for  the  slaves,  according  to  the  Constitution,)  is 
entitled  to  nineteen  members.  The  bill  gives  her 
twenty-one.  Is  that  right?  Who  will  say  that  the 
words  or  meaning  of  the  Constitution  are  pursued  ? 
Are  the  Representatives,  then,  apportioned  or  dis- 
proportioned?  We  may  believe  tne  result  of  fig- 
ures. The  sum  is  short  and  easy  to  reckon.  Let 
us  not,  then,  persist  in  a  measure  which  palpably 
violates  the  Constitution.  The  argument  might 
stop  here:  but.  to  show  how  other  states  will  be 
wronged  by  tne  bill,  it  may  be  well  to  proceed. 
If  the  Constitution  had  been  silent — as  we  are 
men  common  sense  would  have  told  us.  and  as 
we  are  f^emen  we  should  have  learned  nrom  pur 
habits  of  acting,  that  an  unequal  representa- 
tion is  wrong.  But  the  Constitution  is  not  si- 
lent; and  yet  the  bill  gives  Virginia  twenty-one 
members. 

The  States  of  Vermont,  New  Hampshire,  Rhode 
Island,  Connecticut,  New  Jersey^  and  Ddaware, 
have  seven  hundred  apd  sixty-six  thousand  four 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  pensons,  and  th^y  will 
have  W  the  bill  only  twi»ty-HNie  Hi«mbera.  With 
upti^atds  of  one  hunudred  and  thirty  thousand  per* 
tons  jnove  than  Virginia,  ihey  will  have  no  moie 
members  than  that  single  iBtate.  Thus  Vorginia 
has  by  the  bill  two  members  more  than  her  due 
munber  compared  with  the  whole  Union,  and  not 
less  than  four  as  it  respects  the  six  States  before 
mentioned. 

Prom  this  view  of  the  operation  of  the  bill  I 
draw  this  ^conclusion,  which  I  presume  is  antici- 
pated, that  the  proposed  distribution  of  Represent- 
atives is  neither  just  and  equal  in  itself,  nor  war- 
ranted by  the  CJonstitution.  If  further  evidoice 
of  this  injustice  should  be  demanded,  it  can  be 
ftimished.  Representadves  and  direct  taxes  are 
to  be  apportioned  by  the  same  rule;  and  there  is 
a  manifest  propriety  in  the  rule.  In  the  distribu- 
tion of  benefits  and  burdens,  the  Constitution  has 
wisely  excluded  this  means  and  temptation  to 
partiality. 

It  is  an  additional  security  to  our  property  that 
those  who  hold  the  power  are  made  to  led  it 
when  they  exercise  it,  and  that  exactly  in  the  de* 


gree  that  they  hold  it.  Taxes  are  to  be  a|qK>rtioned 
according  to  the  numbers  in  the  respective  States. 
It  would  not  be  allowed  by  the  Ccmstitution  to 
use  one  rule  for  apportioning  taxes,  and  another 
for  the  members.  If  two  things  are  to  be  com- 
pared with  a  third,  and  made  equal  to  it,  it  follows 
that  they  must  be  equal  to  each  other.  Let  us 
suppose  this  bill  to  have  bec<xne  a  law;  and,  for 
the  more  ^ainly  showing  its  tendencv,  let  us  sup- 
pose Virginia  to  have  six  hundred  and  thirty 
thousand  persons,  (her  true  number,)  and  twenty- 
one  meml^ers,  and  the  thirteen  States  to  have — as 
Delaware  actually  has — fifty-nine  thousand  per- 
sons each,  and  one  member  to  each  State;  in  the 
whole  one  million  three  hundred  and  ninety-seven 
thousand  persons:  let  us  suppose  a  tax  to  be  laid 
equal  to  one  dollar  for  each  person  in  the  fourteen 
States—that  is,  a  tax  of  $1,397,000— Virginia,  in 
point  of  justice  and  by  the  Constitution,  should 
pay  only  according  to  Jier  numbers,  or  $630,000; 
yet  she  would  pay  twenty-one  parts  m  thirty-four, 
or  $1,007,000,  being  $377,000  more  than  her  pro- 
portion. Whether  with  twenty-one  members  in 
thirty-four  this  wrong  would  be  imposed  or  sub- 
mitted to,  is  not  my  question.  This  may  be  called 
an  extreme  case;  yet  in  fact  Delaware,  New  Jer- 
sey, Connecticut,  New  Hampshire,  and  Vermont 
on  a  tax  equal  to  one  dollar  a  head,  would  avoia 
more  than  $150,000  of  their  just  proportion: 
the  justice  and  tne  constitutionfuity  of  such  an 
apportionment  of  taxes  are  upon  an  equal  foot- 
ing. 

Extraordinary  as  this  statement  may  seem,  it  is 
not  easy  to  show  an  authority  in  Congress  to  ap- 
portion a  tax  on  any  other  principle.  It  would 
not  do  to  deprive  a  State  of  its  proporti<MEi  of  memr 
hers,  and  yet  to  saddle  it  with  taxes  according  to 
numbers.  The  departure  from  the  rule  of  the  Uon^ 
stitution  in  the  case  of  Representatives,  would  be 
rendered  both  more  flagrant  and  more  galling  b¥ 
an  adherence  to  it  in  the  imposition  of  taxes.  Such 
a  comment  upon  this  law  would  silence  its  advo- 
cates— such  an  execution  of  it  would  disfranchise 
the  sufierers.  But  this  is  uot  the  country,  and  I 
trust  this  is  not  the  Government,  to  do  a  violence 
o£  this  sort;  therefore  no  tax  woidd  be  laid:  and 
yet,  unless  a  new  census  should  be  taken,  or 
a  new  law.  at  least,  for  apportioning  Rei»e- 
sentatives  snould  be  passed,  Congress  might  be 
found  destitute  of  one  of  its  constitutioiMd  fa- 
culties. 

The  gentlemen  who  vote  for  this  law  have  been 
importuned  to  defend  it.  Anxious  as  we  are,  un- 
der the  fear  of  seeing  the  Constitution  and  our 
nrimary  civil  rights  violated,  we  have  listened  to 
Lear  reas<«s  which  would  show  some  respect  for 
the  one  and  the  other.  It  is  needless  to  decide 
whether  men's  passions  will  be  soothed,  or  their 
understandings  convinced,  by  an  argument  of  this 
kind:  that,  as  the  small  states  are  equally  with 
the  large  ones  represented  in  the  Senate,  the  ad- 
vantage which  the  bill  will  secure  to  Virginia  in 
the  Representative  branch  is  fit  and  poper,  and 
that  it  was  so  intended  by  the  Constitution.  Is 
one  inequality,  if  it  reailv  existed,  to  be  balanced 
by  another?    Beeanee  tne  Constitution  has  se- 
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eured  to  eaeh  State  an  equal  vote  in  the  Senate, 
are  we  at  libertv  to  make  a  new  ConstiCution  as 
often  as  we  maike  a  representation  law,  to  coun- 
terpoise it?  and  under  a  form  of  Government  con- 
triyed  to  secure  equal  liberty,  and  to  fix  right  above 
opinion,  are  the  measure  and  the  nature  of  thb 
retribution  to  the  ffreat  States  to  depend  on  our 
arbitrary  discretion?  This  answer  is  perhaps  more 
serioos  than  the  argument.  Let  it  be  renited  by 
itself. 

Because  the  great  States  suffer  wrong  in  the 
constitutional  compact,  will  this  bill  do  them  ri^ht? 
Is  Massachusetts  or  North  CaroHna  benefited  bj 
ffivin^  Virginia  two  extra  members?  By  this 
mil,  tne  great  States  are  injured  as  weU  as  the 
small  onee.  The  small  ones  are  injured  as  it  re- 
spects each  other.  Delaware  will  have  one  mem- 
ber, Rhode  Island  two ;  vet  the  latter  has  only 
nine  thousand  more  people  than  the  former.  But 
the  doctrine  tears  up  the  foundation  of  compact 
on  which  we  stand,  and,  under  the  appearance  of 
vindicating  the  bill  from  a  chaise  of  violating  the 
Constitution,  establishes  a  claim  to  violate  it  at 
pleasure. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  Rejnreeentatives  are  to 
be  apportioned  among  the  several  States;  that 
Congress  is  liot  to  regard  the  number  of  the  whole 
nation.  It  is  not  easy  to  see  how  the  bill  can  be 
defended  on  any  principle  of  distribution  aimong 
the  States.  The  Representatives  are  to  be  ap- 
portioned according  to  numbers.  The  number  of 
members  allotted  to  a  State  must  correspond  either 
with  the  number  of  persons  in  any  other  State,  or 
the  number  in  all  the  States.  Compare  Virginia 
with  either  of  the  six  States  before  mentioned,  or 
with  the  whole  six.  It  appears  that  130,000  per- 
sons in  the  latter  will  go  unrepresented.  Com- 
pare Virginia  with  the  nation,  sne  has  two  mem- 
bers more  than  her  proportion.  Why,  then,  is  it 
so  zealously  contended  tnat  the  apportionment  is 
not  to  be  made  upon  the  entire  nmnber  of  the 
Union,  but  upon  the  census  of  each  State  ?  The 
bill  is  as  naked  of  defeoee  cm  the  one  comparison 
as  the  other.  It  departs  as  widely  fnnn  the  prin* 
ciples  of  its  advocates  as  from  those  of  its  adver- 
saries. 

It  is  indeed  intimated  that  yon  are  to  take  the 
ratio  of  30^000,  and  to  apply  it  to  each  State,  with* 
out  r^ardmg  its  operation.  To  jusdfy  this  inter- 
pretation, the  text  of  the  Constitution  ought  to 
read,  Each  State  thaU  have  as  many  members  as 
Me  ratio  cf  thirttf  thousand.  appHea  to  the  num- 
ber of  persons.  wiU  give  it;  out  that  instrument  is 
very  differently  expressed,  and  much  better :  "  Jfie- 
pr^eniaiives  and  direct  tcuves  are  to  be  appor- 
tioned among  the  several  States  according  to  their 
respective  numbers?^  WiU  any  gentleman  who 
votes  for  the  bill  say  that  it  is  such  an  apportion- 
ment? Will  it  accord  with  the  Constitution  to 
take,  instead  of  such  an  apportionment,  an  arbi* 
trary  ratio,  'vdiich,  instead  of  apportioning,  di^o- 
portions  Representative  to  numbers  ?  The  mtio 
mentioned  in  the  Constitution,  and  in  the  propose 
ed  amentoent  to  it,  evidendy  relates  to  the  whole 
number  of  Representatives  which  accov^ng  to  it 
may  be  had  from  the  whole  nation,  and  not  from 


the  number  of  people  in  a  State.  Any  other  sense, 
besides  beinr  upnatural,  would  disagree  with  the 
clause  which  directs  how  Representatives  shall  be 
app<Nrtk>ned. 

By  the  ratio  of  one  to  30,000  may  be  known  the 
greatest  number  of  Representatives  which  shall 
form  this  branch  of  the  Government.  Having  de* 
termined  the  number,  it  remains  to  apportion  the 
members  according  to  the  census  in  the  respective 
States.  Nothing  is  more  natural,  or  ccHrresponds 
more  perfectly  with  the  Constitution,  than  to  find 
first  tne  whole  number  of  Representatives,  and 
then  to  apportion  them,  as  the  Constitution  directs. 
But  this  method  would  not  suit  the  present  emer- 
gency; for  that  would  give  Virginia  nineteen 
memoers,  and  no  more.  Instead  of  beginning  with 
the  whole  number,  the  bill  says,  let  us  beguoi  at  the 
other  end :  g^ve  to  Virginia  ner  twenty-one  first, 
and,  if  the  number  should  hold  ottt,^ive  to  all  the 
States  at  that  rate.  It  seems,  on  trial,  the  num^ 
her  will  not  hold  out  to  apportion  in  that  manner. 
Still,  however,  says  the  oill,  give  Virginia  her 
twenty-one. 

Let  the  Constitution  become  what  the  bill 
nudies  it,  a  dead  letter.  Still,  however,  men,  and 
freemen,  will  remain,  who  will  preserve  the  de- 
parted spirit;  for,  before  the  Constitution  was 
formed  our  rights  were  equal ;  and  can  it  be  be- 
lieved that  compact  has  made  them  less  ?  Men 
equal  in  rights  assented  to  a  Government  which 
preserves  Uiem  equal  in  power.  Thirty  thousand 
citizens,  residing  where  they  may,  must  possess 
civil  rights  and  powers  equal  to  thirty  thousand 
in  any  other  part  of  the  Union ;  yet,  though  a  com- 
pact which  ought  to  be  inviolable,  has  ordained 
that  representation,  that  is  to  say,  power,  shall  be 
apportioned  according  to  numbers,  thia  bili,  con- 
tradicting the  language  of  nature  and  compact, 
directs  thiat  thirty  thousand  in  Virginia  shall  have 
as  much  power  as  near  sixty  thousand  in  Dela- 
ware and  several  oth^  States^ 

It  would  ill  suit  the  seriousness  of  my  present 
emotions  to  say  how  little  the  supposea  expedi- 
ency of  a  numerous  assembly  and  many  other  fa- 
vorite topics  have  to  do  with  the  debate.  Consti- 
tutional questions  are  so  frequent  they  have  al- 
most lost  their  power  to  impress  us.  But  this 
touches  the  first  organization  of  the  body  politic. 
It  goes  to  stifle  literty  in  her  cradle.  It  estab* 
lishes  the  power  of  a  part  over  the  whole.  It  is  a 
disfranchisement  of  some  of  the  States.  If  the 
rights  of  Virginia  were  invaded,  I  trust  I  should 
be  equally  zealous  to  maintain  them.  For  the 
common  right  is  the  common  security ;  but  this 
bill  tears  the  title  deed  in  pieces. 

Having  compared  the  bill  with  the  Coostiin- 
tion,  and  seen  the  result  of  the  comparison,  it  re- 
mains to  inquire  what  amendment  will  be  proper 
and  constitutional,  in  this  part  of  the  inquiry  I 
vnA  not  jvetend  to  say  that  I  have  arrived  at  equal 
certainty.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  bill  is  bad. 
but  I  am  not  equally  satisfied  of  the  best  mode  or 
amending  it 

To  determine  what  is  right,  some  prineij^e  must 
be  ascertained.  That  first  principle  is  equalidr ; 
it  is  another  naiae  tot  jmatioe.    That  whion  is  tne 
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right  of  the  people,  therefore,  is  the  duty  of  the 
Gravemment.  But,  as  it  is  not  practicable  to  ap- 
portion Representatives  exactly  among  the  seye- 
ral  States,  according  to  their  numbers,  it  is  our 
duty  to  approach  as  nearly  to  that  equality  as  may 
be.  If  an  apportionment  is  proposed,  and  it  can 
6e  shown  that  a  more  equal  one  can  be  made,  it 
becomes  our  duty  so  to  make  it.  For,  if  we  have 
an  arbitrary  discretion  to  reject  the  most  equal 
apportionment  and  to  adopt  a  less  equal,  what  is 
to  restrain  us  from  choosing  the  least  equal  of  all, 
that  is  to  say,  having  no  apportionment  at  all.  If 
this  principle  is  not  to  govern  us,  then  we  are  to 
act  without  any  rule  at  all,  and  the  Constitution 
was  made  in  vain.  We  cannot  have  more  repre- 
sentatives than  one  to  30,000 ;  but,  in  apportioning 
them,  let  us  follow  the  Constitution,  and  do  it  ac- 
cording to  numbers ;  and,  when  we  stop,  as  we 
must,  short  of  a  perfect  equality,  it  will  be  the 
Constitution  that  restrains  us.  In  doing  this,  we 
shall  assume  no  arbitrary  control  over  the  equal 
and  sacred  rights  of  the  people.  We  shall  have 
done  all  that  we  can  to  give  them  energy.  It  has 
appeared,  on  discussion,  that  the  rule  of  30,000, 
proposed  by  the  bill,  is  so  far  from  being  the  most 
equal,  that  no  more  capricious  and  unjust  dispro- 
portionment  of  Representatives  has  yet  been  sug- 
gested. The  ratio  of  33,000,  though  not  free  from 
exception,  is  les^  unequal,  and  leaves  less  unrepre- 
sented fractions. 

The  amendment  (Mr.  Benson's)  which  was 
proposed  to  the  amendment  of  the  senate  would 
mcrease  the  Representatives  to  one  hundred  and 
nineteen.  Two  objections  have  been  made  to  this 
increase.  It  has  been  called  a  representation  of 
fractions,  and  a  number  of  changes  were  rung 
upon  the  idea.  It  has  also  been  said  to  be  as  dis- 
proportionate a  representation  as  that  given  by 
the  bill. 

As  to  the  first  objection,  it  is  a  mere  play  upon 
the  word  fractums  ;  for,  if  the  effect  be,  as  it  will 
appear  to  be,  to  produce  a  more  equal  represent- 
ation, it  inay  be  retorted  that  the  bill  gives  a  re- 
presentation by  fractions ;  whereas  the  other  mode 
makes  one  hundred  and  nineteen  whole  parts, 
nearly  equal  to  each  other,  and  gives  a  member 
to  each. 

This  brings  me  to  the  next  objection,  and  which 
has  been  strenuously  ursed  against  naving  the 
amendment  of  one  hundred  and  nineteen  mem- 
bers :  that  it  will  be  as  unequal  as  the  bill.  Then, 
I  shall  think  as  unfavorablv  of  it.  We  should  not 
hesitate  to  renounce  them  ooth. 

But  figures  will  show  with  certainty  whether 
it  is  true  that  the  amendment  which  proposes  to 
add  one  member  to  seven  of  the  States  will  ope- 
rate as  unequally  as  the  bill.  To  refute  this,  I 
have  made  a  table  in  which  are  seen  the  effects  of 
the  two  plans  which  are  to  be  compared. 

Mr.  Ames  then  read  the  following  statement : 

"  JRoHo  of  Bepresentation, 

"The  amendment  proposed  in  the  House  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate  will  make  an  addition  of  one 
member  to  each  of  the  IbUowing  seven  States : 

^  In  the  fifth  column  <tf  figures  is  the  ratio  according 


to  which  each  State  will  be  represented,  in  case  thebiH 
diould  pass  as  it  stood  when  it  was  sent  to  the  Senate. 


States. 


5 

16 

8 


N.  Hampshire 
Massachusetts 
Connecticut  - 
Vermont 
New  Jersey  - 
North  CarbUnal  12 
Delaware 


O  JO 

II 

S  • 
§S6 


i 

9 

e 

I 


5,455 

1,919 

4,223 

3  12,766 

6|  5,911 

2,138 

225,539 


35,455 
31,919 
34,223 
42,766 
36,911 
32)138 
55,589 


|52'  accord  ing  to 


11 


2^ 


3 


E 


^l| 


m 


•518 

O  m  > 


21,820 
25,327 
26,841 
25,583 
29,559 
28,522 


the  am 


28,365 
29,924 
29,805 
28,511 
29,826 
29,460 
27,769 

endme 


P 

"si 
II 


1,635 
291 
195 

1,489 
174 
540 

2,231 

nt 


^  The  following  States,  to  which  the  rejected  amend- 
ment makes  no  addition,  stand  thus : 


Suies. 

Mem- 
ben. 

Batio. 

Tout  lues 
bytheratUk. 

New  York 

Pennsylvania      ... 
Maryland   .... 
Virginia     -        -        -        . 

11 

14 

9 

21 

55 

30,144 
30,919 
30,946 
30,026 

1,584 

12,866 

8,514 

546 

Kentucky   -        -        .        - 
Georgia      -        -        -        - 
Rhode  Island       ... 

2 
2 
2 

34,352 
35,421 
34,223 

8,704 
10,842 
8,447" 

Mr.  Ames  then  rem^ked,  that,  if  the  ratio  of 
30,000  deserved  so  much  respect  as  gentlemen  had 
declared  was  due  it,  because  the  amendment  of  the 
Constitution  has  adopted  it,  they  cannot  forbear 
to  say  that  the  bill,  in  every  instance,  except  four 
States,  departs  from  that  ratio ;  whereas,  the  plan 
he  was  comparing  with  the  bUl  has  made  it  the 
common  measure  and  applied  it  with  less  varia- 
tion than  perhaps  any  other  scheme  will  permit. 

It  appears,  from  the  foreffoiuf  statement,  that 
the  ratio  of  30,000  is  applied  witn  more  equality, 
in  pursuance  of  die  amendment  than  by  the  bill ; 
for  fifty  members  will  be  chosen  by  six  of  the 
seven  States  to  which  one  member  is  proposed  to 
be  added,  and  the  ratio  of  30,000  will  be  nearly  ob- 
served. 

The  short  numbers,  in  the  case  of  five  members, 
will  be  1)635 ;  of  three  members,  1,489 ;  of  twelve, 
540. 

The  deficiency  of  numbers  for  choosing  sixteen 
will  be  less  than  300,  and  for  fourteen  ^ss  than 
200. 

The  deficiency  for  the  choice  of  the  two  Dela- 
ware members  will  be  greater,  but  that  will  be 
only  2^1. 

Ado  to  this,  fifty-five  members  will  be  chosen 
by  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  Viiv 
gmia,  at  the  rate  of  one  to  30,000. 

So  that  one  hundred  and  seven  members  will 
in  effect  be  chosen  by  the  ratio  of  one  to  30,000. 

By  the  bill,  some  States,  especially  the  seven  to 


S61 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


ses 


Dbobmbce,  1791.] 


Apportionment  BUL 


[H.  OF  R. 


which  addidoDs  are  proposed,  will  loee  numhers. 
In  the  plan  of  the  amendment,  diey  will  gain. 
By  comparing  their  loss  in  one  case  with  the  gain 
in  the  other,  me  degree  of  equality  can  be  exactly 
computed,  riz : 


a 

Lost  on 

Total  loot. 

Gain  In 

TotAl 

SlatM. 

eachmem- 

each 

gain- 

ber. 

member. 

N.  Hampfhire  - 

5 

5,466 

31,820 

1,636 

8,175 

Maisachusetts  - 

16 

1,919 

36,337 

391 

4,678 

Connecticiit     - 

8 

4,833 

36,841 

196 

1,660 

Vennont  -        - 

3 

13,766 

36,633 

1,489 

4,467 

ri6w  Joraoy 

6 

6,911 

39,669 

174 

1,044 

North  Carolina 

13 

3,138 

33,663 

640 

6,480 

Delaware 

2 

36,639 

36,639 

3,331 

4,463 

178,171 

30,861 

Difference     of 

30,861 

numbers  infill 

VAT          i\f         ill  A 

amendment  - 

- 

- 

147,310 

Mr.  A.  said,  that  if,  by  this  plan,  the  seven  States 
to  which  a  member  was  added  were  gainers,  that 
is  to  say,  would  be  allowed  members  for  a  less 
nmnber  than  30,000,  the  gain  was  yery  little.    In 
fact,  the  States  would  be  represented  very  nearly 
according  to  the  same  scale.    The  bill,  on  the  con- 
trary, makes  the  scale  or  ratio  vary  from  55,000 
to  30,000. 

But  if  the  advantage  to  the  seven  States^  or  the 
number  less  than  30,000  for  one  member,  is  com- 
pared with  the  loss  or  inequality  sustained  by  the 
bill,  it  is  found  to  be  as  30,861  gain,  by  adding 
seven  members,  to  178,171  loss  by  the  unrepre- 
sented fractions,  as  the  bill  stands. 

Mr.  Ames  made  a  number  of  remarks  to  eluci- 
date the  statements  and  to  show  the  unequal  ope- 
ration of  the  bill,  and  the  fairness  of  the  other  plan. 
After  which,  he  proceeded  to  show  that  the 
States  of  Kentucky,  Greorgia,  and  Rhode  Island 
would  have  the  most  cause  to  com^aiu  of  frac- 
tions or  unrepresented  numbers.    But  the  frac- 
tions of  those  three  States  amounted  to  the  frac- 
tional number  of  one  only  of  the  seven  States  to 
which  a  member  would  be  added.    If  no  nearer 
approach  could  be  made  towards  an  exactly  e<f ual 
proportion,  no  just  objection  could  be  urged  a^amst 
the  plan  on  the  part  of  Rhode  Island,  Georgia,  or 
Kentucky ;  for  mey  would  see  the  case  comd  not 
be  remeoied.    He  then  urged  the  equal  operation 
of  the  plan  between  States  having  equal  numbers, 
and  contrasted  the  bill  and  the  amendment  which 
had  been  proposed  in  the  House. 

From  the  aggregate  loss  and  gain  on  the  two 
modes  of  apportionment  in  the  foregoing  state- 
ments, see  tne  comparison  more  particularly  be- 
tween particular  States,  viz : 
Virginia  has  21  members.    The  loss,  that 

is,  the  excess  of  her  numbers  over  30.000,  is      546 
BAamchnsetts  has  15,  New  Hampshire  4, 
1  to  be  added  to  each  makes  21  members. 
The  loss  to  these  two  States  on  19  mem- 
bers is    -       -        -       -       -       -     '  -47,147 

Or  neatly  as  90  to  1. 


On  the  other  hand,  the  gsun  on  21  members,  or 
numbers  short  of  30,000  for  a  member,  is,  for  New 
Hamjphire  and  Massachusetts,  only    -    -   12,848 
New  York  has  11  members.    Loss, or  ex- 
cess of  numbers  over  30,000  for  one 
member,  is  -       -        -       -       -        -     1,584 

North  Carolina  11  members.  Loss  -       -  23^552 

Whereas  the  gain  to  North  Carolina  by 
addinj^  a  member  will  be  only      -        -     6,480 

The  dinerence  between  the  loss  and  gain, 
or  the  balance  against  the  bill,  is  -       -   17,072 

Maryland  has  9  members.    Her  lost  num* 
hers  by  the  biU 8,514 

Connecticut  has  7  members.    Lost  num- 
bers by  the  bill  are       -        -       26,841 

Vermont  has  two.    Lost  num- 
bers by  the  bill  are       -        -       25,533 

52,374 

Difference  against  the  bill  is    -        -       -  43,860 
By  adding  a  member  to  Counectieut  and 
Vermont,  the  numbers  gained  will  be  -     6,027 

Balance  against  the  bill  is       -        -       -   37.733 

The  question  is :  Will  the  amendment,  adaing 
one  member  to  Massachusetts  and  one  to  New 
Hampshire,  cure  the  error  ?  The  answer  appears, 
by  the  statement,  that  Virginia  will  be  as  fully 
represented  aceordinj^  to  numbers  as  those  two 
States,  saving  a  difierence  of  13,389,  or  within 
two-firths  of  a  member.  In  forty-two  members, 
that  fractional  ineauality  is  scarcely  an  error. 

In  like  manner,  by  adding  a  member  to  North 
Carolina,  the  error  or  inequality  compared  with 
New  Yorl^  is  equal  to  a  fourth  part  the  number 
for  one  member :  whereas,  by  the  bill,  Massachu- 
setts and  New  Hampshire  will  lose  almost  two 
members,  and  Virginia  will  gain  two — a  difference 
little  short  of  four  members. 

Mr.  Datton  said  that,  if  the  vote  which  was 
about  to  be  taken  were  i^erely  to  determine  what 
should  be  the  ratio  of  representation,  he  should 
have  been  contented  to  have  remained  in  his  seat 
and  to  have  given  a  silent  vote  upon  the  occasion  ; 
but  to  him  it  appeared  to  involve  in  it  a  question 
and  a  principle  of  infinitely  higher  moment 

Two  of  the  members  from  Virginia  (Mr.  D.  ob- 
served) had  candidly  admitted  the  inequalities 
complained  of  in  the  apportionment  prescribed  by 
the  bill  sent  up  to  the  Senate,  and  had  acknow^ 
ledged  the  advantages  to  be  ffiven  to  their  State 
over  every  other.  They  did  not  contradict  the 
calculations  nor  combat  the  arguments  which  had 
been  offered  against  it,  but  they  boldly  claimed 
and  exacted  those  advantaj^s  as  a  rignt.  This 
being  the  case,  the  question  was,  in  reality,  no 
longer  whether  30,000  or  33,000  should  be  the 
rule  of  apportionment,  but  whether  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  Union  were  in  future  to  frame  their 
acts  with  a  view  to  the  particular  and  almost  ex- 
clusive advantage  of  Virginia,  and  to  bend  and 
accommodate  their  laws  to  the  interests  and  will 
of  the  people  or  Representatives  of  that  State. 

It  was  now  also  to  be  determined,  Mr.  D.  fur- 
ther observed,  whether  Pennsylvania  was  here- 
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after  destined  to  hold  in  her  hands,  as  she  had 
heen  in  some  measure  used  to  do,  the  political 
halanee  of  the  States — to  be  the  umpire  in  our 
disputes,  and  the  centre  of  our  Union.  Judging 
from  the  votes  upon  record  relating  to  this  sub- 
ject, and  from  some  other  circumstances,  she  was 
no  longer  intended  or  qualified  to  h(dd  that  import- 
ant station.  The  ancient  prophecy  seemed  to  be 
verifying  among  a  people  for  whom  he  had  never 
considered  it  as  intended.  The  Saviour  of  this 
country,  the  political  Shiloh,  was  now  amon^  us, 
and  imiversally  known  and  acknowledged,  ana  the 
sceptre  was  abiout  to  depart  from  Judah.    These, 

aie  added)  were  the  well  known  preparatives  to 
e  summons  which  was  soon  to  follow  for  their 
assembling  at  the  New  Jerusalem.  He  concluded 
with  saying  that  not  Pennsylvania  alone,  but  far 
the  greatest  part  of  the  Union,  would  have  reason 
to  repent  the  determination  against  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate^  and  of  adherence  to  the  origi 
nal  bill.  He^  for  his  own  part,  believed  that  such 
a  determination  not  only  struck  at  the  existence 
of  the  State  sovereignii^  but  reached  to  the  very 
vitals  of  the  General  Government,  and  that  it 
must  eventually  produce  either  a  general  consoli- 
dation of  the  U  nion  into  one  nati<mal  mass,  or  an 
absolute  separation  of  its  members. 

Mr.  Venablb  supposed  that  a  Virginian  was 
possessed  of  equal  rights  with  other  men.  If  this 
be  a  Government  of  compact,  he  has  equal  rights 
with  other  men.  But  is  it  a  reason,  that,  because 
Virginia  has  relinquished  a  part  of  her  ri^nts  when 
this  compact  was  forming,  that  she  should  not 
now  hold  what  she  has  not  resigned  ?  The  dis- 
nute  on  the  ratio  of  representation  does  not  afiect 
Virginia ;  for,  whatever  ratio  may  be  adopted,  her 
representation  must  alwavs  be  complete.  Whe- 
ther this  be  a  consolidatea  or  federal  Government, 
Virginia  will  have  her  full  proportion  in  every 
case  except  one — that  is.  in  case  she  should  be  re- 
duced to  a  less  numbtt  tnan  one  member — so  that, 
ujKHi  whatever  grounds  we  take  it,  whether  frac- 
tional or  constitutional,  the  result  will  be  nearly 
the  same.  Calculaticms.  therefore,  are  out  of  the 
question :  and,  after  all  tne  arguments  of  Northern 
and  Southern  interests,  of  the  differences  between 
small  States  and  large  States,  the  comparison  is 
brought  to  Virginia  and  Delaware,  and  the  ques- 
tion to  strike  off  seven  members  from  the  five 
large  States  and  add  to  the  seven  smaller  ones. 
Thus  is  one-sixteenth  of  the  whole  representation 
of  the  Union  to  be  deducted  unconstitutionally 
from  one  part  and  s iven  away  to  another  whicn 
has  already  more  than  a  just  i>roportion  in  the 
Government ;  for,  althougn  it  is  contended  that 
we  should  not  ar«fue  from  the  prcmortion  the  small 
States  bear  in  the  Senate,  yet  I  hold  it  fair,  in 
speaking  of  a  Government  of  representation,  to 
take  the  whole  into  view,  and  not  to  be  governed 
by  such  partial  comparisons.  Under  this  consider- 
ation, I  say  that  every  man  in  Virginia,  as  repre- 
sented in  the  two  branches  of  the  Legislature,  is 
to  a  man  in  Delaware  only  as  one  to  eimn  ami  ofte- 
halfy  and  in  the  election  of  a  President  only  as  one 
to  one  and  one-half.  This  is  an  advantage  enjoy- 
ed by  individuab  m  th^  smaller  States  more  than 


by  those  in  the  larser ;  and  this  advantage  wooM 
be  still  increased  by  an  adoption  of  the  am«nd-> 
ment  of  the  Senate.  Is  it,  therefore,  just  to  ixt- 
crease  this  inequality  ?  Is  it  fair  that  a  man  living 
in  the  neighborhood  of  another,  with  only  the 
boundary  Ime  of  a  State  between  them,  should  be 
represented  only  in  the  proporticm  of  one  to  eleven 
and  one-half!  I  contend  that  the  principle  which 
comes  the  nearest  to  hold  out  equal  rights  to  every 
man  is  the  most  proper  one,  and  one  that  I  wiU 
always  contend  for  as  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  and  as  a  citizen  of  Virginia.  I  shall  never 
wish  to  encroach  upon  the  Constitution,  but  I  will 
be  equally  against  oestroying  the  balance  between 
the  rights  which  the  people  have  delegated  and 
those  they  have  retained. 

Take  tne  sublect  in  any  point  of  view,  the  £ve 
large  States  will  send,  suppose  81  members  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  10  to  the  Senate : 
while  the  nine  smaller  States  will  have  31  mem- 
bers in  this  House  and  18  in  the  Senate — so  that 
the  majority  of  the  representation  in  the  one  is 
overpowered  in  the  other ;  and,  taking^  the  whole 
amregate  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Umted  States, 
if  divided  into  the  majority  contained  in  those 
five  large  States,  and  the  minority  in  the  nine 
smaller  ones^  it  appears  that  the  mmority  of  the 
peoj^  can  dictate  to  the  majority  in  decdons.  Su^, 

Government  is  formed  by  an  association  oi  the 
people  upon  principles  of  eqnality,  and,  whilst  we 
admit  the  argument  of  sovereignty  retained  to  the 
States  in  Senate,  let  us  not  lose  sight  of  justice, 
r^ht,  and  equity*  He  eondudea  by  declaring 
himself  of  the  same  opinion  as  formerly,  in  favor 
of  the  bill  \  and,  as  there  were  no  reasons  oiered 
by  the  Senate,  or  for  them,  that  could  induce  him 
to  chan^  consequently,  he  could  not  recede  from 
his  opinion. 

Mr.  MAnteoN.  af^er  making  a  few  pre&tory 
observations,  saia  he  felt  himsdf  impelled  to  take 
some  notice  of  the  arguments  that  had  been  used 
this  day  on  Ihe  subject  before  the  House.  He 
would  not,  however,  attempt  any  reply  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  Jersey,  nor  pretend  to  follow 
him  in  his  flights  of  imagination  respecting  the 
New  Jerusalem  or  the  umpirage  of  Pennsylvania, 
but  leave  it  to  those  to  whom  such  observaticms 
might  have  been  addressed  to  draw  their  own 
conclusions.  He  was  sorry  that  it  almost  always 
happened,  whenever  any  question  of  generalpolicy 
and  advantage  to  the  Union  was  before  the  House, 
when  ffentlemen  found  themselves  at  a  loss  for 
fi^enend  arguments,  they  commonly  resorted  to 
local  views ;  and  at  all  times,  as  well  as  the  pre- 
sent, when  there  was  most  occasicm  for  members 
to  act  with  the  utmost  coolness,  when  their  judg- 
ments ought  to  be  the  least  biassed — it  was  to  be 
regretted  that  at  those  times  they  suffered  their 
feelings,  passions,  and  prejudices,  to  govern  their 
reason.' '  Thus  it  is,  that  the  most  important  points 
are  embarrassed,  the  Northern  and  Southern  in- 
terests are  held  up,  every  local  circumstance 
comes  into  view,  and  every  idea  of  liberality  and 
candor  b  banished. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Lad- 
RANGE,)  when  he  introduced  this  subject  at  the 
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coQimencemeiit  of  the  pres^Hit  session,  did  it  on 
the  most  ffenerons  p4an,  and  disavowed  erery 
principle  of  cakulation  so  much,  that  he  then  de- 
clared he  had  not  so  much  as  made  a  single  cal- 
culation of  the  different  fractions  which  have  since 
been  introduced  into  the  debate — his  only  object 
was  to  fix  a  rule  on  general  principles,  agreeably 
to  the  Constitution  and  to  the  {^reservation  of  the 
rights  of  the  people ;  and  this  idea  was  approved 
by  two  of  the  gentlemen  from  New  Jersey,  who 
have  since  altered  their  opinions,  although  they 
then  had  no  objections  but  as  to  tne  expense;  the 
idea  of  fractions  was  not  then  contended  for,  but 
has  since  become  the  very  essence  of  the  Opposi- 
tion }  uid  we  are  called  on  to  violate  the  Cfonsti- 
tution  by  adopting  a  measuret  hat  will  give  Repre- 
sentatives for  those  separate  and  distinct  fractions 
in  the  respective  States ;  and  afterwards  are  told, 
it  is  not  to  the  fractional  numbers  in  the  States 
that  they  refer,  but  to  the  aggregate  of  the  frac- 
tions in  the  United  States.  If  this  reasoning  is 
good,  why  do  the  gentlemen  stop  at  this  boundary 
of  a  representation  by  States?  Why  not  proceed 
to  erect  the  whole  or  the  United  States  into  one 
district,  without  any  division,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  inequality  thev  conceive  to  exist  in  respect  to 
individual  States  ? 

He  would  not  encroach  upon  the  time  of  the 
House  by  protracting  the  debate,  which  had  al- 
ready swelled  to  an  immoderate  extent.  Upon 
the  whole,  he  said  that  this  was  a  great  question, 
wherein  attention  should  be  paid  to  the  people^ 
and  a  strict  eye  kept  towards  the  public  ^ood,  di- 
vested of  prejudice;  but  he  had  heard  with  pain 
how  much  had  been  said  to  divert  the  House,  by 
an  attention  to  fractions,  from  the  true  obiect  of 
general  welfare ;  yet  he  hoped  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  equally  administered — that  none 
of  those  predictions  or  threats  thrown  out  in  the 
course  of  the  debate,  that  no  mutilation  of  the 
Union,  would  take  place ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
that  harmony  woula  guide  the  decision  of  this 
question  free  from  every  local  consideration. 

Mr.  HiLLBOUSB. — It  has  often  been  said  this  Go- 
vernment is  a  Grovemment  of  confidence — and. 
taking  this  for  granted,  can  it  ever  be  supposed 
that  a  plan  of  representation,  which  is  unequal 
and  unjust^  can  excite  this  coimdence?  This  ratio 
of  thirty  thousand  throws  an  additional  weight  of 
seven  Representatives  into  the  scale  of  the  larg[e 
States.    Uf  this  principle  can  be  established  on  this 
occasion,  it  may  be  also  extended  to  taxation. 
Northern  and  Southern  interests  have  been  men- 
tioned.   He  was  sorry  the  idea  had  ever  been  sug- 
gested^ but  as  it  had,  there  was  no  impropriety  m 
advertmg  to  it.    Let  a  line,  then,  be  drawn  at  any 
given  place,  and  a  ratio  established  which  will  do 
equal  justice  to  the  members  on  both  sides  of  that 
line.  A  representation  that  will  deviate  from  such 
a  principle,  it  cannot  be  expected  will  give  satis- 
faction, or  be  cheerftilly  submitted  to  by  the  peo- 
ple.   The  ratio  of  thirty-three  thousand — figures 
will  show  it— will  give  a  more  equal  representa- 
tion than  that  of  thirty  thousand;  and  there  has 
not,  and,  in  his  opinion,  could  not  be  any  good  rea- 
«(m  assigned,  why  it  should  not  be  adopted. 
2d  Con.— 10 


Mr.  BouDiif  OT  said,  he  was  pleased  when  gen- 
tlemen were  desirous  of  appealing  to  candid  and 
fair  argument,  in  determining  important  ques- 
tions. In  the  present  case,  he  thought  there  was 
propriety  in  examining  the  principles  of  the  bill 
and  amendment,  by  the  terms  of  the  Constitution. 
It  had  been  said  by  gentlemen,  that  the  ratio,  when 
adopted,  must  be  applied  to  the  number  of  citizens 
in  the  individual  States,  and  that  no  regard  was 
to  be  paid  to  the  fractions  occasioned  thereby,  be- 
cause not  regarded  by  the  Constitution.  This,  he 
thought,  was  by  no  means  conclusive.  The  House 
of  Representatives  was  to  consist  of  members  cho- 
sen every  second  year,  by  the  people  of  the  seve- 
ral States;  these  members  not  to  exceed  the  pro- 
Eortion  of  one  to  thirty  thousand.  It  appeared  to 
im,  that  the  whole  number  of  Representatives,  to 
be  chosen  by  the  whole  people  of  the  Union,  was  the 
subject  contemplated  by  the  Constitution,  as  con- 
stituting this  branch  of  the  Lcjg^islature;  while,  by 
another  part  of  the  Constituticm,  it  becomes  the 
duty  of  Congress  to  appcrtixm  them^  when  so  as- 
certained, among  the  several  States,  m  proportion 
to  their  respective  numbers.  As  an  instance,  sup- 
pose, for  argument's  sake^  the  aggregate  number 
of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  be  exactly 
three  millions;  by  applying  the  ratio  of  thirty 
thousand,  the  constitutional  number  of  the  House 
would  be  found  one  hundred:  Congress  should 
then  proceed  to  apportion  (fbr  he  could  apply  no 
other  meaning  to  the  word)  the  one  hundred  mem- 
bers among  the  States,  as  their  respective  numbers 
bore  a  proportion  to  the  whole  number  of  three 
millions.  Thus,  the  Representatives  from  every 
State  would  bear  an  exact  proportion  to  each  other, 
according  to  the  number  or  inhabitants  in  the 
State;  and  the  whole  representation  would  stand 
on  principles  of  perfect  equality.  An  equal  repre- 
sentation appears  to  have  been  the  desirable  object 
of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution — it  is  the  very 
spirit  of  our  Grovernmesit.  He  insisted  that  this 
was  the  only  mode  of  applying  the  ratio,  and  mak- 
ing the  apportionment,  that  would  hold  good  at 
alitimes,  and  under  all  circumstances.  It  cannot 
be  said,  with  propriety,  that  the  Constitution  does 
not  proceed  on  principles  of  perfect  equality  in 
this  House,  yet  if  the  ratio  be  applied  to  the  num- 
bers in  the  mdividual  States,  it  will  alwap  pro- 
duce (as  has  been  fully  shown  by  several  gentle- 
men) very  great  inequality,  by  large  fractions 
being  unavoidable :  in  one  State  we  now  find  one  of 
upwards  of  twenty-nine  thousand.  He  acknow- 
ledged the  amendment  did  not  proceed  on  this 
Erincipie  any  more  than  the  bill,  for  which  reason 
e  fimy  apfMroved  oi  neither,  but  as  the  ratio  at 
thirty-three  thousand  in  the  amendm^it  produced 
a  much  greater  equality,  and  came  in  efiect  nearer 
to  his  principle,  (by  reducing  the  fractions  made 
by  the  Dill  nearly  two-thirds,;  he  should  prefer  it, 
as  he  must  vote  for  the  one  or  the  other. 

It  had  been  said  that  they  were  making  dis- 
tinctions between  the  North  and  the  South — be- 
tween the  large  and  small  States.  He  observed, 
in  answer,  that  if  gentlemen  would  introduce  prin- 
ciples of  ine^uakty,  that  bore  unconstitutionally 
hard  on  individual  States,  they  oo^t  not  to  tak« 
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it  amiss  that  the  sufierin^  States  would  complain 
of  the  injustice.  Thp  iniured  must  complain,  and 
the  fault,  if  any,  lies  with  the  first  framers  or  the 
principle. 

If  gentlemen  wished  for  equality,  let  them  ad- 
here to  the  principles  of  the  Constitution.  Apply 
the  ratio  to  the  whole  number  of  citizens,  by 
which  you  find  the  number  of  Representatives  to 
constitute  this  Houses  and  then  apportion  those 
Representatives  amon^  the  individual  States,  ac- 
cording to  their  respective  numbers. 

When  gentlemen  advert  to  the  Senate,  and  say 
that  the  equal  representation  of  the  small  States 
ther^  should  be  taken  into  the  account,  they  do 
not  consider  the  relative  situation  of  the  States,  as 
represented  in  that  House.  There,  the  sovereijgnty 
oteach  State  is  represented,  and  not  the  individual 
citizen.  Sovereignty  is  perfectly  equal  in  every 
State ;  as  sovereigns^  there  are  none  great  or  small ; 
and  if  his  information  had  been  right,  it  was  on 
that  principle  that  the  Senate  was  originalljr  con- 
stituted— mit  that  House  was  a  representative  of 
every  individual  citizen.  On  th e  wnole,  he  was  of 
^imon,  that,  by  agreeing  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate,  they  would  secure  the  grc^t  principle  of 
equality  bettex  than  by  the  bill. 

Mr.  Idoudinot  thought  the  construction  he  had 
given  the  Constitution  was  a  true  one.  It  sup- 
ported the  spirit  of  the  Confederation  between  the 
States,  which  veas  on  the  footing  oi  perfect  equal- 
ity in  p^roportion  to  numbers;  it  coincided  with 
'  the  spirit  of  our  Qovemment,  which  was  equalitjr : 
and  silthough  by  it  the  number  of  members  consti- 
tuting the  House  was  first  ascertained  from  the 
whole  people  aggregately  considered,  without  re- 
spect to  the  division  of  States  in  their  political 
capacity,  yet  by  the  after  apportionment  among 
the  respective  States  in  that  capacity,  the  wisdom 
of  the  Constitution  appeared  in  thus  providing  a 
General  Grovernment  for  general  purposes,  and  at 
the  same  time  making  each  individual  State  (as 
a  State)  essential  to  the  existence  of  that  Gbvern- 
ment,  thereby  preventing,  in  the  most  effectual 
manner,  an  unnecessary  entire  conadidation  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  originally  objected  to  the 
bill,  on  account  of  a  too  numerous  and  expensive 
re]^esentation,  as  well  as  of  an  unequal  one,  but 
chiefly  relied  t)B  the  last  as  unconstitutional,  and 
therefore  should  still  prefer  a  concurrence  with 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  Gerbt  observed,  that  it  had  been  fashiona- 
ble to  speak  of  the  ratio  of  thirty  thousand  as  a 
Federal  number.  He  did  not  know  what  name  to 
give  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  unless  it 
were  called  the  fractional  number.  He  then  took 
notice  of  an  argument  which  had  been  used  to 
create  suspicion  that  there  was  danger  to  be  appre- 
hended from  a  combination  of  the  larger  States; 
but  this  would  appear  a  weak  argument  when  it 
was  considered  tnat  the  power  and  influence  of 
the  smaller  States  are  equal  in  the  Senate  to  those 
of  the  greater .  States.  The  thing  is  impossible, 
and  if  attempted  it  could  not  succeed. 

He  wished  to  know  whether  it  was  the  opinion 
of  gentlemen^  that  there  was  less  judgment  and 


less  firmness  in  the  House  of  Representatives  than 
in  the  Senate?  He  hoped  an  equipoise  would  be 
preserved  in  the  two  branches,  and  that  the  ba- 
lance would  not  be  destroyed  by  constantly  giving 
up  the  judgment  of  the  House  to  every  whim^ 
the  Senate.  If  a  latitude  be  now  admitted,  that 
we  may  increase  the  ratio,  before  the  expiration 
of  the  first  ten  years,  the  gentlemen  in  favor  of 
the  Senate's  amendment  may  insist  on  a  ratio  of 
fifty  or  sixty  thousand;  but  this  is  ground  they 
know  they  cannot  yet  touch  upon;  and  the  same 
reason  that  should  prevent  us  from  adopting  this 
extreme,  operates  against  the  amendment.  The 
whole  expense  of  Congress,  from  adopting  the  ratio 
in  the  bill,  will  not  amount  to  two  cents  upon  each 
citizen  of  the  United  States  annually,  and  ^s  popu- 
lation increases  it  will  be  lessenea.  Surely  the 
gentlemen  in  favor  of  the  amendment  cannot 
object  to  this  trifling  expense.  They  speak  of  a 
liberal  policy ;  I  wish  they  would  show  us  an  ex- 
ample, by  agreeing  to  the  IhII  with  a  better  grace 
than  tne^  seem  to  have  exhibited  hitherto. 

Mr.  Mdrbay. — The  subject  has  cone  through  a 
very  ample  discussion.  When  the  question  of 
representation  first  came  on,  the  theory  of  the 
Government  was  ably  resorted  to  by  thohe  who 
urged  a  larse  representation.  Sir,  I  most  heartily 
agreed  in  me  principle  on  which,  by  a  large  ma- 
jority, this  House  made  thirty  thousand  the  ratiQ. 
As  i  still  am  of  that  opinion,  I  shall  be  indulged 
by  this  House  while  I  give  my  reasons  for  adher- 
ing with  a  firmness  which  may  be  deemed  by 
some  tenaciousness,  to  a  rejection  of  the  amende 
ment  of  the  Senate. 

I  voted  for  thirty  thousand,  because  I  saw  in 
that  ratio  the  constitutional  wishes  and  cxpectar 
tions  of  the  people.    I  deemed  the  largest  possible 
ratio  allowed  by  the  Constitution  to  to  the  source 
of  National  Government,  and  its  best  security. 
Nothing,  sir,  which  I  have  yet  heard  has  con- 
vinced me  to  the  contrary.    It  is  unnecessary  to 
recapitulate  whatever  has  been  said  on  this  point. 
I  must  remark,  however,  that  durinff  the  discufr- 
sixm,  the  memoers  of  this  House  who  suggested 
that  principle  appeared  to  me  to  be  convmced. 
They  seemed  to  be  masters  of  their  own  opija- 
ions,  and  to  agree  in  this  idea,  without  advert- 
ing to  the  doctrine  of  fractions,  that  the  sole  ques- 
tion was  a  point  of  theory  rather  than  a  measure 
of  ex]>edience;  aud  they  decided,  by  a  very  large 
majority,  that  in  this  House,  immediately  warm 
from  the  very  bosom  of  the  people,  the  ratio  of 
thirty  thousand  was   theoreticaUy  correct  and 
practically  usefuL    The  bill  was  sent  up  to  the 
Senate,  who  returned  it  with  an  amendment  of 
thirty-three  thousand  as  the  ratio.    I  voted  against 
that  amendment,  because  it  was  an  attack  upon 
the  principle  of  an  enlarged  representation;  and 
because  the  idea  of  fractional  representation  aimed 
at  by  the  amendment  was  but  a  commutation  of 
the  evil  of  fractions  from  one  State  to  another.  ' 
from  the  Eastern  on  the  Southern;  and  containea 
a  surrender  of  the  i^inciple  without  an  attainment 
of  convenience. 

Sir.  it  has  been,  in  the  course  of  debate,  foretold, 
that  tnat  honorable  body  would  be  adverse  to  an 
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enlarged  representation  here.  Whatever  has  been 
augured,  has  been  verified  by  experience;  nor  can 
any  man  be  at  a  loss  to  see  that  the  temper  against 
large  representation,  though  not  openly  avowed — 
for  that  would  have  been  impolitic — has  been  co- 
vertly and  successfully  exerted  under  the  sem- 
blance of  equality  of  representation,  by  this  doc- 
trine of  fractions.  It  was  sent  down  into  this 
House  in  the  form  of  jealousy  and  suspicion,  and 
it  has  produced  its  effects.  It  nas  roused  the  latent 
and  local  interests  from  their  plans,  and  we  have 
had  debates  entirely  constructed  on  the  tenets  of 
Northern  and  Southern  interests  and  influence. 

A  proposition  was  made  by  a  member  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  Benson,)  and  reiterated  by  the  gen- 
tleman ftom  Delaware.  The  object  of  this  propo- 
sition was  to  sum  up  the  fractions^  and  from  the 
ag^egate  take  seven  members.  Sir,  if  I  was  sur- 
pnsed,  I  confess  I  was  delighted  to  see  men  who 
a  few  days  before  had  opposed  in  theory  the  idea 
of  a  large  representation,  come  down  with  mode- 
ration, and  suggest  this  great  principle  even  in  a 
bad  form.  I  imagined  they  were  converted.  I 
voted  against  this  proposition,  because  I  thought 
it,  first,  unconstitutional,  inasmuch  as  it  could  have 
been  contemplated  but  in  the  consolidation  of 
States;  and  because  I  thought  it  contained  a  sole- 
cism in  politics.  I  deemed  it  unconstitutional,  as 
the  Constitution  calls  for  a  representation  of  the 
people  of  the  respective  States  in  a  ratio  of  thirty 
thousand;  and  if  this  had  obtained,  it  was  to  be 
done  by  collecting  the  fragments  of  constituents 
from  States  widely  separate,  and  fipving  a  repre- 
sentation of  their  fractions  thus  divided  to  that 
State  which  had  the  largest  fraction.  Thus,  sir, 
the  two  from  Delaware  would  be  chosen  by  less 
than  the  Constitution  contemplates,  as  there  are 
not  sixty  thousand;  and  it  is  in  vain  to  say  that  the 
member  chosen  by  twenty^five  thousand  is  elected 
by  the  addition  of  &re  thousand  in  any  other  State, 
in  order  to  complete  his  proper  number  of  con- 
stituents, for  they  do  not  elect  him;  and  if  it  be  said 
that  he  nevertheless  does  represent  them  as  his 
constituents,  it  can  only  be  by  the  idea  of  a  con- 
solidation having  pre-existedf.  which  no  man  has 
yet  openly  averred  to  be  the  cioctrine  on  this  sub- 
ject. The  very  first  and  most  intelligible  princi: 
pie  of  representation  in  Government  is,  that  the 
Representative  is  responsible  to  his  constituents ; 
but,  sir,  this,  thoufi^h  an  abstract  truth,  must  be 
shown  to  the  people,  not  in  a  fiction,  but  in  a  solid 
and  practical  mode,  congenial  with  their  habits, 
and  palpable  to  their  understandings.  In  the  adop- 
tion of  this  extraordinary  proposition,  the  idea  of 
virtual  representation  is  the  only  one  which  at  all 
protects  it  No  man,  however,  who  knows  the 
country,  will  tamper  and  trifle  with  so  solid  a  part 
of  Government  as  that  of  actual  representation 
and  actual  responsibility.  I  never,  sir,  could  con- 
sent to  commute  a  known  and  practical  measure 
of  good,  for  a  flimsy  speculation,  which  could  only 
have  been  invented  to  serve  particular  views,  and 
was  never  thought  of  till  it  was  discovered  in 
what  manner  the  fractions  would  afi*ect  particular 
States. 

For  these  reasons,  sir,  I  voted  against  that  pro^ 


position.  I  shall  now  vote  against  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate,  because  I  find  no  cure,  but  a 
partial  one.  for  the  inconvenience  of  fractions; 
and  even  tnis  is  to  be  obtained  at  the  expense  of 
principle.  Thouffh  this  amendment  may  gratify 
soflie  States,  as  New  Jersey,  that  may  have  large 
fractions,  it  throws  ofi*the  evil  from  them  on  other 
States.  The  fraction  of  Massachusetts  may  b^ 
smaller,  but  the  State  of  Maryland  loses  a  mem- 
ber, and  will  have  a  large  fraction.  Sir,  I  can  find 
notniiijg  in  this  amen<unent  but  the  design  to  ac- 
complish what  I  humbly  conceive  an  unwhole- 
some end  by  improper  means,  and  shall  therefore 
vote  against  the  proposed  amendment. 

Mr.  FiNDLEY  said,  from  the  various  observations 
which  had  been  made  on  the  subject,  it  had  be- 
come necessary  that  a  vote  should  be  given  with 
due  deliberation — such  a  vote  as  constitutional 
justice  shall  require — on  the  ground  of  constitu- 
tional justice;  for  as  to  general  justice,  it  is  en- 
tirely out  of  the  question;  and,  mdeed,  general 
justice  could  not  be  done,  on  the  principles  of  any 
Government  under  heaven.  He  adverted  to  the 
particular  situation  of  the  respective  States,  and 
said  that  this  generaljustice  was  not  attainable  in 
any  one  of  them.  We  are  not  to  be  moved  by 
any  threats;  we  act  on  principle,  and  we  will  in- 
trench ourselves  in  principle;  and  this  principle 
of  constitutional  equality  is  all  that  we  can  pre- 
tend to.  But  it  is  objected  that  the  ratio  will 
produce  fractions,  and  to  get  rid  of  this  difficulty 
of  fractions,  we  are  to  reduce  the  representation 
of  the  people,  from  the  constitutional  number  of 
one  to  every  thirty  thousand;  that  is.  we  are  to 
strike  off  one-sixteenth  part  of  the  wnole  repre- 
sentation of  the  Union.  He  urged  that  the  repre- 
sentation on  the  ratio  of  thirty  thousand  would 
not  be  too  great.  He  instanced  the  representation 
of  Greneva  and  other  foreign  States.  If  there 
should  arise  any  inconvenience  from  the  present 
ratio  of  thirty  thousand,  Government  were  not 
obliged  to  wait  for  the  expiration  of  ten  years  to 
remedy  the  defect;  it  was  always  in  the  power  of 
Congress  to  order  another  census  to  be  taken  at 
any  time.  For  his  own  part,  he  had  not  consid- 
ered fractions  as  an  obstacle  to  the  bill;  on  the 
contrary,  he  was  rejoiced  that  the  population  of 
the  country  increased  so  rapidly  as  to  make  those 
fractions  always  quickly  increase  to  a  whole  num- 
ber. To  conclude,  he  was  for  going  on  general 
pfinciples,  which  would  certainly  reflect  the  most 
honor  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  W.  SMiTit  said,  ne  had  hitherto  voted  uni- 
formly in  favor  of  a  smaller  representation  than 
that  which  was  contemplated  m  the  bill,  and  in 
doing  so  he  had  acted  from  principle,  without  any 
reference  to  the  doctrine  of  fractions.  As  the 
enumeration  of  his  State  was  not  yet  known,  it 
must  be  evident  to  every  gentleman  in  the  House 
that  this  was  the  case;  but  he  now  saw  the  neces- 
sity of  changing  his  vote,  since  the  bill  had  been 
returned  from  the  Senate,  where  it  seemed  there 
was  a  disposition  to  modify  every  bill  and  every 
proceeding  of  this  House  just  as  they  pleased.  He 
thbught  it  would  have  a  very  awkward  appear- 
ance to  the  world,  if  the  House  should  give  way 
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in  all  cases  whatever,  and  more  especially  in  the 
present  instance,  where  the  Senate  had  been 
equally  divided,  and  the  question  was  decided  by 
the  vote  of  a  single  member  of  that  body — the 
Vice  President.  For  these  reasons,  and  the  local- 
ity and  fractions  that  had  been  introduced  into 
the  debate,  he  would  vote  for  an  adherence  to  the 
former  decision  of  the  House,  in  order  to  support 
that  balance  which  should  be  preserved  between 
the  two  branches  of  the  I^egislature. 

Mr.  Benson  said,  that  if  this  business  is  in  fu- 
ture to  be  made  a  lottery,  let  us  at  once  declare  it; 
for  if  principle  is  entirely  out  of  the  question,  it 
remains  that  we  should  declare  explicitly  the 
truth. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  said,  that  it  was  impossible  for 
him  to  understand  on  what  principle  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  and  his  colleague  were 
to  give  their  votes,  (contrary  to  their  former  ex- 
pressed opinion,  excepting  that  they  had  disco- 
vered that  the  Senate  concurred  with  them;  which 
would  not,  he  hoped,  be  generally  considered  as  a 

food  ground  for  changing,  as  it  seemed  to  be  em- 
racing  contradiction  for  the  purpose  of  contra- 
diction;^ unless,  as  the  gentleman  had  declared, 
that  at  tne  time  he  form^  his  opinion  he  did  it  on 
principle,  by  the  abandonment  of  which  he  could 
acquire  an  undue  weight  to  the  district  of  country 
from  which  he  came,  by  departing  from  a  just 
equality  in  representation. 

Gentlemen  had  seemed  to  wish  to  obscure  the 
merits  of  the  present  controversy,  by  considering 
it  as  a  contest  between  the  larger  and  smaller 
States,  and  by  supposing  that  the  latter  would  be 
compensated  for  tneir  loss  of  weight  and  influence 
in  this  House,  which  would  result  from  an  unequal 
apportionment  of  the  representation,  by  the  undue 
influence  which  they  possessed  in  the  Senate.  He 
himself  came  from  a  very  large  and  important 
State.  Justice,  however,  obliged  him  to  declare 
that  this  mode  of  conducting  the  argument,  only 
tended  to  divert  the  judgment  from  the  true  merits 
of  the  question.  What  had  the  distribution  of  the 
powers  of  the  Government— which,  by  the  Con- 
stitution, was  adjusted  to  the  interests  and  sove- 
reignty of  the  States — to  do  with  the  apportion- 
ment of  representation,  as  it  respected  either  its 
numbers  or  (he  various  interests  which  were  to  be 
secured  by  equality  of  influence  1  Was  it  possible 
that  any  mind  should  be  so  weak  as  to  oiscover 
that  the  constitutional  organization  of  the  Senate 
was  not  wholly  irrelative  to  those  considerations 
which  should  mfluence  in  the  decision  of  the  pre- 
sent question? 

In  contemplating  the  subject  before  the  House, 
he  observed,  that  a  vast  variety  of  circumstances 
were  entitled  to  deliberate  consideration.  Among 
others,  the  number  of  Representatives  compsirea 
with  the  number  of  inhabitants  of  the  I)nited 
States;  in  determining  which,  the  nature  and  ob- 
jects of  the  Government  we  were  adminbtering, 
Its  machinery,  the  distribution  of  its  parts,  the 
construction  or  the  other  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  many  other  objects,  were  to  be  consid- 
ered; that  we  had  not,  on  any  of  these  subjects, 
the  aid  of  experience,  and  that  the  Government 


itself  was  a  novel  experiment.  He  need  not,  there- 
fore, add  that  there  were  no  data  from  which  any 
certain  conclusion  could  be  drawn.  All  was  un- 
certainty and  conjecture.  Was  an  apportionment 
of  a  ratio  of  thirty  thousand  eligible?  As  an  ab- 
stract proposition,  he  was  disposed  to  give  it  a 
preference  to  any  other;  but  if  he  was  asked 
wherefore,  he  could  only  answer,  that  it  was  rather 
an  inclination  of  sentiment,  than  the  result  of  ra- 
tional reflection.  He  would  not,  therefore — be- 
cause justice  would  not  permit  it — sacrifice  to  the 
efi*ect  of  conjecture,  which  might  be  only  the  result 
of  whim,  the  important  and  indispensable  duty  he 
owed  to  respect  the  claims  of  States  to  equality. 

If  an  apportionment  was  made  by  a  ratio  of 
thirty  thousand,  the  members  would  be  seven 
more  than  if  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  were 
adopted.  Whichever  proposition  was  asreed  to, 
would  any  one  venture  to  affirm  that  the  liberties 
of  the  people  would  be  more  or  less  secure,  the 
House  aggregately  more  or  less  wise,  or  the  due 
balance  between  the  two  Houses  better  or  worse 
adjusted?  Considering  thus  the  subject,  does  not 
the  earnestness  with  which  gentlemen  contend 
for  the  proposition  of  the  House,  appear  perfectly 
unaccountable?  But  in  the  prc^ess  of  this  busi- 
ness, it  is  discovered  that  an  application  of  the 
principle  of  the  House  gives  a  balance  of  weight 
and  influence  to  one  part  of  the  United  States, 
to  which  it  is  not  entitled  by  the  equal  apportion- 
ment contemplated  by  the  Constitution.  This,  it 
is  ag^reed  by  all,  is  demonstrated  by  figures.  Nor 
can  it  be  denied  that  equality  is  amonff  the  most 
essential  principles  of  representation,  and  expressly 
provided  for  by  the  Constitution,  as  far  as  would 
consist  with  the  state  of  our  society,  havins  a  due 
regard  to  our  particular  circumstances.  Yet,  all 
important  as  this  consideration  is,  it  is  to  be  sacri- 
ficed^ with  all  the  interests  involved  in  it,  to  a 
fanciful  idea  of  theory — theory  unsanctioned  by 
experience. 

For  his  own  part,  he  believed  that  wise  policy 
would  be  found  perfectly  to  coincide  with,  and 
reconcile  the  various  interests  of  this  extensive 
country.  It  could  not,  hovirever,  have  escaped  the 
observation  of  every  gentleman,  that  there  existed 
an  opinion  of  an  opposition  of  interests  between 
the  Northern  and  Southern  States.  The  influence 
of  this  opinion  had  been  felt  in  the  discussion  of 
every  important  question  which  had  come  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Legislature.  The  ex- 
treme anxiety  of  gentlemen  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, would  render  all  other  evidence  superfluous 
on  this  subject.  Such  a  belief  he  said,  nowever 
ill-founded,  would,  as  long  as  it  continued,  have 
the  same  efiect  as  if  it  existed  in  fact.  Feeling 
the  weight  of  this  observation,  and  the  influence 
it  ouffht  to  have  to  give  to  every  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  nearly  as  might  be,  a  due  proportion 
of  constitutional  weight  in  the  public  councils,  he 
was  incapable  of  reconciling  the  conduct  of  mem- 
bers who  were  disposed  to  sacrifice  the  most  im- 
portant interests  or  their  immediate  constituents, 
to  their  strange  ideas  of  conjectural  perfection.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  the  gentlemen  who  came  from 
the  North,  and  on  this  occasion  dissented  from 
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their  neighbors,  were  disposed  blindly  to  surrender 
all  the  important  interests  of  their  immediate  con- 
stituents to  the  arbitration  of  those,  the  whole 
course  of  whose  conduct  had  demonstrated  that 
they  thought  those  interests  adverse  to  their  own. 

He  concluded,  by  warning  those  who  had  hith- 
erto composed  a  majority  on  this  subject,  to  reflect 
on  the  danger  that  would  result  from  a  i>ertinacious 
adherence  to  a  measure  so  productive  of  the 
sources  of  j^ousy;  and  he  called  on  their  gene- 
rosity, masnanimityj  and  justice,  to  respect  the 
claims  of  tne  minority  to  an  equal  weight  in  the 
Government,  on  the  principles  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Qbrrt  made  some  reply  to  his  colleague. 
Mr.  Sedgwick,  respecting  locahty  of  interests,  ana 
declared  that  he  never  would  agree  to  a  reduction 
of  the  people's  representation. 

Mr.  La.urance  said,  he  had  always  advocated  a 
large  representation,  without  any  reference  to  the 
part  of  the  Union  from  which  the  members  are 
to  come.  Thirty  thousand  will  ffive  the  largest 
number  that  we  can  set;  he  could  have  wished  it 
had  been  been  larger,  but  as  it  could  not,  he  should 
vote  against  thirty-tnree  thousand,  which  would 
diminish  the  number;  and  this  was  the  principle 
he  acted  upon.  If  an  e^^uality  is  the  object,  is 
there  not  a  number  which  will  produce  a  still 
ffreater  equality  than  that  proposed  by  the  Senate? 
If  there  is,  there  is  no  principle  in  the  ratio  of 
thirty-three  thousand,  for  it  ought  to  be  carried  to 
the  lull  extent  to  make  it  perfectly  equal.  He 
was  sorry  that  the  discussion  of  the  question  had 
excited  those  disagreeable  reflections  which  had 
been  made,  and  that  the  discussion  of  general 
principles  was  dwindled  into  a  debate  on  fractions, 
and  on  the  interests  of  the  Northern  and  Southern 
parts  of  the  Union.  He  was  persuaded  this  would 
not  be  the  proper  mode  of  obtaining  the  encL 
which  ought  to  be  in  view,  but  would  only  tend 
to  disturb  the  tranquility  and  harmony  that  ought 
to  exist  in  investigating  and  determining  this  sub- 
ject 

Mr.  KiTTERA  having  at  first  voted  for  thirty 
thousand,  he  thought  it  proper  to  ofier  a  few  rea- 
sons for  altering  his  opinion.  He  had  voted  for 
thkty  thousand  oecause  it  would  give  the  largest 
representation,  but  finding  its  unjust  and  unequal 
operation,  in  respect  to  a  majority  of  the  States, 
he  had  determined  to  vote  for  the  ratio  of  thirty- 
three  thousand.  He  then  noticed  the  remark  of 
Mr.  FiNDLET,  that  the  injustice  may  be  corrected 
by  an  enumeration  at  an  earlier  period  than  that 
proposed  in  the  Constitution ;  he  observed,  that 
this  was  in  efiect  saying,  let  us  do  injustice,  and 
wait  a  number  of  years,  and  then  justice  shall  be 
done.  Why  not  do  justice  now^as  far  as  is  in  our 
power?  Mr.  Laurancb  had  said,  why  not  adopt 
a  ratio  that  would  leave  less  fractions  than  thirty- 
three  thousand?  He  said,  this  was  in  efiect  say- 
ing, that  because  we  could  not  do  complete  jus- 
tice, we  would  not  do  it  to  any  decree  whatever. 
The  superior  degree  of  equality  which  would  re- 
sult from  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  had  been 
so  fully  demonstrated,  that  he  should  now  vote  to 
recede  from  the  disagreement  of  the  House  to  it. 


The  question  being  now  put,  that  the  House  do 
recede  from  their  disagreement  to  the  said  amend- 
ment it  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  27,  nays  33, 
as  follows: 

YsABd — Messrs.  Fisher  Ames,  Egbert  Benson,  Elias 
Boodinot,  dheaijashub  Bourne,  Benj.  Bourne,  Abraham 
Claik,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Thomas  FitzaimonB,  Nicho-' 
las  Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  An- 
drew Gregg,  Thomas  Hartley,  James  Hillhouae,  Israel 
Jacobs,  John  W.  Kittera,  Amasa  Learned,  Samuel  Liv- 
ermore,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah 
Smith,  Israel  Smith,  Jonathan  Stuiges,  Peter  Sylyeeter, 
George  Thatcher,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  and  Artemas 
Ward. 

NATSd — Messrs.  John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Bald- 
win, Robert  Barnwell,  John  Brown,  William  Findley, 
Elbridge  Gerry,  William  B.  GUes,  Samuel  Griffin,  Wil- 
liam Barry  Grove,  Daniel  Huger,  Philip  Key,  John  Lau- 
rance,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nath'l  Macon,  James  Madi- 
son, Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg, 
William  Vans  Murray,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Cor- 
nelius C.  Schoonmaker,  JojAnia  Seney,  William  Smith, 
John  Steele,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Thomas 
Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Abraluon  Venable, 
Anthony  Wayne,  Alexander  White,  Hugh  William- 
son, and  Francis  Willis.  - 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  question  being 
put,  that  the  House  do  adnere  to  their  disagree- 
ment to  the  said  amendment,  it  was  resolved  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  32,  hays  27,  as  follows: 

YsASd — Messrs.  John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Bald- 
win, Robert  Barnwell,  John  Brown,  William  Findley, 
Elbridge  Gerry,  William  B.  Giles,  Samuel  GrifiSn,  Wil- 
liam Barry  Grove,  Daniel  Huger,  Philip  Key,  John  Lau- 
rance,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathi  Macon,  James  Madi- 
son, Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg, 
William  Vans  Murray,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Cor- 
nelius C.  Schoonmaker,  Joshua  Seney»  William  Smith, 
Samuel  Sterrett,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Thomas  TredweU, 
Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Abraham  Venable,  Anthony 
Wayne,  Alex'r  White,  Hugh  Wilhamson,  and  Francis 
Willis. 

Nats^ — Messrs.  Fisher  Ames,  Egbert  Benson,  Elias 
Boudinot,  Shearjashub  Bourne,  Benj.  Bourne,  Abraham 
Claric,  Jonathan  DayUm,  Thomas  Fitisimons,  Nicho- 
las Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  Andrew 
Gregg,  Thomas  Hartley,  James  Hillhouse,  Israel  Jacobs, 
John  W.  Kittera,  Amasa  Learned,  Samuel  Livermore, 
Nathaniel  Niles,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah  Smith, 
Israel  Smith,  Jonathan  Sturges,  Peter  Sylvester,  George 
Thatcher,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  ac- 
quaint the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  they  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  1792,"  with  several  amend- 
ments; to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 


Tuesday,  December  20. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  with  the  copy  of  a  Letter  which 
he  had  received  from  the  Governor  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania^  and  of  sundry  docu- 
ments which  accompanied  it,  relative  to  a  con- 
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tract  for  the  purchase  of  a  certain  tract  of  land 
bounding  on  Lake  Erie,  together  with  a  copy  of  a 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  same 
subject.  / 

The  said  Message  was  read,  and,  together  with 
t)ie  papers  accompuiyiDg  it,  ordered  to  be  referred 
to  Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Benson,  and  Mr.  Sedgwick, 
with  instruction  to  prepare  and  briujg  in  ^a  bill  or 
bills  to  make  provision  fur  carrying  into  effect  the 
contract  therem  specified. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  entitled 
^  An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
€k>irernment  for  the  year  1792,"  and  the  same 
being  read  were  agreed  to. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  do  adhere  to  their  amendment  to 
a  disagreement  to  which  this  House  has  adhered, 
to  the  t)ili  entitled  "  An  act  Apportioning  Repre- 
sentatives among  the  People  oi  the  several  States, 
according  to  the  First  Enumeration."    . 

POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  establish- 
ing the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Wadswobth  moved  an  amendment,  to 
withdraw  the  privilege  of  franking  from  the  mem- 
bers of  both  Houses  of  Congress. 

In  support  of  this  motion,  it  was  said,  that  the 

grand  security  which  the  people  of  the  United 
tates  have  in  their  Representatives  is,  that  those 
Representatives  are  subject  to  the  same  regula- 
tions as  their  constituents.  In  the  article  of  post- 
age, this  was  not  the  case.  Congress,  in  this  case, 
assume  to  themselves  a  privilege,  which  they  re- 
ilise  to  the  people;  they  took  money  from  their 
constituents,  and  paid  none  themselves.  The  peo- 
ple viewed  this  privilege  with  a  jealous  eye,  and 
could  fkot  be  pleased  to  see  it  enjoyed  by  Congress, 
whilst  neither  the  members  of  the  State  Assem- 
Uie$,  nor  even  the  Governors  were  indulged  in  it. 
Congress  enjoys  cmly  chartered  rights;  and  all 
lights  not  expressly  mentioned  in  the  charter,  are 
(n  course  excluded.  The  Constitution  is  their 
eharter;  the  Convention,  who  framed  it,  had,  no 
doubt,  well  considered  the  whole  subject  of  privi- 
le^,  and  accurately  defined  all  such  as  they 
wished  the  Legislative  body  should  enjoy  distinct 
from  their  constituents.  In  the  enumeration  of 
those  privileges,  there  is  not  a  syllable  tending  to 
exonerate  them  from  their  share  of  the  common 
burden  of  postage;  they  have  no  constitutional 
claim  to  such  an  immunity,  and  if  they  assumed 
it^  they  would  increase  the  burden  on  their  con- 
stituents. The  post  office,  if  unable  to  maintain 
itself,  must  derive  its  support  from  other  sources  of 
revenue.  Already  the  members  of  both  Houses 
send  and  receive,  during  their  session,  as  many 
letters  through  the  Greneral  Post  Office  as  all  the 
other  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia;  those  letters, 
if  paid  at  the  usual  rates,  would  amount  to  half 
^e  postage  of  the  United  States.  The  nuipber 
and  bulk  of  the  franked  letters  and  packets  exclu- 
ded the  newspapers  from  the  mail,  and  thus  pre- 


vented the  circulation  of  intelligence;  if  the  evil 
increased  (and  there  was  was  no  probability  of  its 
being  diminished,  except  by  the  utter  abolition  of 
the  privilege)  it  would  eventually  prove  the  ruin 
of  the  post  office.  The  example  of  Britain  showed 
to  what  an  enormous  height  the  abuse  of  such  a 
privilege  may  be  carried;  and  though  similar 
abuses  may  not  as  yet  have  taken  place  here,  yet 
it  could  hardlv  be  doubted  that  many  unnecessary 
letters  were  daily  sent  by  the  post,  which  never 
would  have  been  written  if  subject  to  postage ; 
those  letters  are  not  only  unproductive,  but  an 
actual  expense  to  the  post  office,  as  the  postmas- 
ter receives  a  certain  per  centa^e  on  these,  as  well 
as  upon  other  letters.  The  privilege  of  franking 
is  moreover  unequal  in  its  operation;  while  some 
members  use  it  only  for  the  purpose  of  transmit- 
ting political  information  to  their  constituents, 
others,  absent  perhaps  during  the  whole  session, 
use  it  for  very  different  purposes:  to  men  in  trade 
it  was  a  considerable  advantage,  amounting,  pro- 
bably, in  some  instances,  to  a  hundred  dollars  a  year. 
It  would  be  better  to  take  away  the  privilege  en- 
tirely, and  reduce  the  general  rates  of  postage  one- 
h&lfj  or  to  allow  the  members,  at  the  close  of  each 
session,  to  make  a  charge  for  all  letters  on  public 
business,  from  their  constituents,  or  to  make  them 
an  allowance  in  gross  to  defray  the  expense  oi 
postage;  better,  even,  if  necessarv,  to  make  an 
addition  to  the  compensation  whicn  the  members 
receive  for  their  services,  if  the  present  one  be 
found  incompetent  to  their  honorable  support. 

On  the  omer  hand,  it  was  observed,  that  the 
privilege  of  franking  was  not  assumed  by  the 
members  for  their  own  private  accommodation, 
but  for  the  benefit  of  their  constituents,  to  trans- 
mit to  them  every  necessary  information  respect- 
ing the  operations  of  the  General  Government, 
and  to  receive  from  them  such  information  as  they 
might  have  to  communicate.  Petitions  are  fre- 
quently enclosed  to  members;  and  if  these  were  to 
be  subject  to  the  payment  of  postage,  the  privilege 
of  petitioning  the  House,  would  be  in  a  great  mea- 
sure destroyed.  The  diminution  of  revenue  which 
the  post  office  mu^ht  in  some  instances  suffer  from 
the  privilege  of  minking.  ouffht  not  to  be  deemed 
a  sufficient  reason  for  aDolisning  that  privilege: 
since  it  is  allowed,  that  the  object  contemplated 
in  the  establishment  was  the  general  convenience, 
and  an  easy  and  speedy  mode  of  disseminating 
public  and  private  intelligence.  Revenue  was 
out  a  secondary  consideration.  Although  the  citi- 
zens who  live  at  the  Seat  of  Government,  and 
have  daily  opportunities  of  learning  from  the 
newspapers  what  public  measures  are  going  for- 
ward, may  not  be  materially  affected  by  the  abro- 
gation of  the  privilege,  yet  the  case  would  be 
widely  different  with  tnose  who  live  at  a  distance, 
especially  when  fiscal  operations  were  on  foot; 
those  who  are  informed,  will  make  a  prey  of  those 
who  are  ignorant,  and  destructive  speculation  will 
enrich  the  few.  at  the  expense  of  the  many.  In  a 
Grovemment  or  opinion  (which  is  the  Government 
of  America)  mu^  greater  reliance  is  to  be  placed 
on  the  confidence  of  the  people  than  upon  ^ny 
other  circumstance :  that  confidence  can  only  bie 
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the  result  of  the  fWest  information;  but  if  the 
priyUeffe  of  fVimking  were  taken  away,  the  ave- 
nues of  information  would  be.  in  a  great  measure, 
closed;  for  the  members  could  not  undertake,  at 
their  own  private  expense,  to  transmit  intelligence 
to  every  part  of  the  Union;  yet  the  citizens  have 
a  right  to  expect  information,  not  only  of  the 
acts  of  Government,  but  also  the  principles  upon 
which  they  were  grounded.  The  abuses  of  the 
privilege,  Uiat  have  prevailed  in  England;  do  not 
prevail  here;  and  its  abolition  would  give  general 
dissatisfaction,  jNirticularly  in  the  more  distant 
parts  of  the  Union,  where  information  would  be 
subject  to  a  very  high  tax,  if  ciroulated  through 
the  post  <3|ice,  at  the  ordinary  rates  of  postage. 
Of  those  bundles  of  lettei*s  received  and  despatched 
by  members  of  Congress,  many  (though  far  from 
being  unnecessary^  as  had  been  said)  would  per- 
haps never  be  written,  if  they  were  not  to  ^ass 
free  of  postage;  and  tnus  that  free  communica- 
tion of  sentiment  between  the  Representative  and 
constituent,  which  is  so  essential  m  a  Government 
like  this,  would  be  in  a  great  measure  cut  off; 
and  the  post  office  would  gain  little  or  nothing  by 
it,  as  those  {Mtckets  of  newspapers,  bills,  reports, 
dbc,  would  either  be  sent  b^  private  hand,  or  not 
sent  at  all;  even  here  an  mequality  womd  pre- 
vail, as  the  peo}Je  who  live  near  the  Seat  of  Go- 
vernment, and  all  along  the  main  road,  could, 
from  the  greater  frequency  of  opportunities,  re- 
eeive  such  packets  with  more  ease  and  regularity, 
whilst  those  in  more  remote  situations  could  sel- 
dom or  never  receive  them,  unless  by  the  mail. 
The  expense  arisnj^  from  tne  per  centa^e  to  the 
postmaster  on  the  tree  letters,  is  but  triflmg,  as  in 
such  cases  he  receives  no  more  for  a  packet  of  two 
ounces  than  for  a  single  letter;  and  as  to  the  idea 
#f  allowing  the  members  to  make  a  charge  for 
their  letters,  this  wouM  be  no  better  than  receiving 
with  one  hand  and  paying  away  with  the  other. 
If,  however,  it  were  round  abs<^tely  necessary  to 
tauke  precautions  against  the  abuses  that  were  ap- 
prehended, this  mifht  be  done  by  limiting  the 
muiber  or  weight  of  letters  that  should  go  free  by 
any  one  post,  without  entirely  preventing  the  in- 
terchange of  sentiments  between  the  Representa- 
tive and  his  constituents. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  without  taking  the 
question  on  the  amendment. 

Wednesdat,  December  21. 

Mr.  Mams  ON,  from  the  committee  appointBd, 
wesented  a  bill  fior  carrying  into  effect  a  contract 
Mween  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Penn- 
syhauiia ;  ii^ioh  was  reoeived,  and  read  the  first 


THE  POST  OPriCE  BILL. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
tike  Whole  (Mr.  W.  Smith  in  the  chair)  and  re* 
sumed  the  consideration  of  the  Post  Office  BilL 

After  having  proceeded  through  all  the  remain- 
der of  the  bm,  except  the  ei^th,  the  twenty- 
aeeond,  and  twenty-third  sections,  (respecting  the 
saniage  of  newspapefs,)  whieh  were  postponed 


fbr  future  consideration,  the  Committee  rose  and 
reported  progress. 


Thursday,  December  22. 

A  bill  for  carrying  into  effect  a  contract  between 
the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  committed. 

A  memorial  and  address  of  the  people  called 
duakers,  from  their  several  religious  societies  in 
Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey.  Delaware^  Maryland, 
and  Virginia,  was  preaentea  to  the  House  ana  read, 
praying  that  Congress  will  adopt  such  measures 
as.  m  their  wisdom,  may  be  deemed  salutary  and 
effectual,  for  securing  peace  and  friendship  with 
the  original  holders  of  this  land. 

Orwredy  That  the  said  memorial  and  address 
do  lie  cm  the  table. 

Mr.  Gerry,  from  the  committee  to  whom  were 
referred  seveml  motions  for  obtaining  annual  and 
regular  statements  of  the  receipts  and  expendi« 
tures  of  all  public  moneys^  and  for  a  due  exami* 
nation  of  such  statements,  made  a  report;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  ue  on  the  table. 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT,  Ac. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  fr(»n  the  SenatOi 
entitled  ''An  act  relative  to  the  election  of  a  Pre- 
sident and  Vice  President  of  the  United  Slates, 
and  declaring  the  officer  who  shall  act  as  Presi- 
dent, in  case  of  vacancies  in  the  offices  both  <^ 
President  and  Vice  President." 

The  bill  was  read  bv  the  Clerk.  The  first  sec- 
tion being  again  read  oy  the  Chairman, 

Mr.  Tucker  BM>ved  to  amend  this  clause  Vf 
striking  out  these  words,  "ezccnt  in  oases  in  whick 
an  extraordinary  eketion  of  President  and  Vie« 
President  shall  take  pl»ce,  as  hereinafter  specified.* 
This  motion  was  agreed  ta 

Mr.  Sboowick  nmde  some  general  observations 
on  the  great  objects  of  the  bm,  and  adverting  ta 
the  term  proposed  for  the  choice  of  Electons  of 
President  and  Vice  President,  observed  that  h« 
had  his  doubts  whether  it  would  not  be  best  to 
give  a  longer  time.  He  enlarged  on  the  disagree- 
able consequences  which  would  probably  ensue,  in 
case  there  should  not  be  a  choice  by  the  Electors) 
as  the  matter  must  then  be  determined  by  the 
House,  voting  according  to  the  Constitution,  by 
States.  He  descanted  on  the  pernicious  conse- 
quences which  might  result  from  the  collision  of 
parties,  and  the  working  of  passions  in  the  brei|8(B 
of  men  whose  ardor  would  probably  be  excited  to 
the  greatest  degree  on  such  an  occasion  f  every 
reasonable  measure  should  be  adopted  to  prevent 
the  evils  which  he  deprecated ;  he  therefore  moved^ 
that  the  words  ^^  thirty  days''  should  be  struck  ont, 
in  order 'to  give  the  people  a  longer  time  to  giv« 
in  their  votes  for  Electom. 

Mr.  Wbitb  objected  to  the  motion.  Heconceiyed 
it  was  calculated  to  produce  the  very  mischiela 
the  gentleman  appeared  to  deprecate.  If  it  had 
been  possible,  he  could  have  wiuied  that  the  Elect- 
ors should  meet  and  give  in  their  votes  on  the 
very  day  of  their  being  chosen;  he  wished  as  muck 
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as  the  gentleman  to  adopt  measures  to  preyent  the 
evils  he  mentioned;  but  did  not.  think  the  motion 
would  conduce  to  that  object;  he  thought  the  time 
should  rather  be  contracted  than  extended. 

Mr.  Dayton  sdso  objected  to  the  motion;  he 
thou^t  fourteen  days  would  be  a  more  proper 
time;  it  was  the  demga  of  the  Constitution,  though 
it  is  not  expressed,  that  the  President  should  not 
Imow  the  characters  to  whom  he  is  indebted  for 
his  election. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  observed,  that  the  objections 
would  be  very  proper  was  it  certaiidy  known  that 
the  Electors  would  idways  agree  in  a  choice;  but 
this  he  conceived,  it  was  hardly  possible  should 
always  be  the  case;  and  what  will  then  take  place? 
The  election  devolves  on  this  House,  and  thie 
Electors  will  then  be  known,  and  liable  to  all  that 
intrigue  and  cabal  which  has  prevailed  in  other 
countries.  He  left  it  to  the  Consideration  of  the 
Committee  to  determine  on  the  immense  import- 
ance of  providing  in  season  against  the  evils  of  a 
contestea  election,  in  the  case  now  before  diem. 

Mr.  Baldwin  objected  to  the  motion;  but  said 
if  it  was  struck  out,  he  should  then  move  to  insert 
a  clause  which  should  assign  different  periods  ac- 
cording to  the  circumstances  of  the  several  States, 
so  that  the  Electors  should  meet  as  nearly  as  pos- 
sible at  tl^  same  time  in  all  the  States. 

Mr.  NiLBS  objected  to  the  motion ;  and  the  ques- 
ticm  being  put  it  was  negatived. 

The  clause  which  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive of  the  several  States  to  cause  the  names 
of  the  Electors  to  be  certified,  was  objected  to. 

Mr.  NiLES  observed,  that  no  person  could  be 
called  upon  to  discharge  any  duty  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  who  had  not  accepted  of  an  appoint- 
ment under  their  authority.  He  thought  that  this 
was  opening  the  door  too  wide,  and  involves  a 
blendinff  of  the  respective  powers  and  duties  of 
each,  which  are  not  warranted  by  the  Constitu- 
tion; and  he  observed  that  he  should  be  sorry  that 
the  Grovemment  of  the  United  States  should  at- 
tempt to  exercise  a  power  which  they  are  not  com- 
petent to  carrying  into  execution.  He  moved  that 
the  clause  should  be  struck  out.  ^ 

Mr.  Sedgwick  observed  that  if  Con^g^ress  were 
not  authorized  to  call  on  the  Executives  Of  the 
several  States,  he  could  not  conceive  what  de- 
scription of  persons  they  were  empowered  to  call 
iipon. 

Mr.  NiLES  said  he  considered  this  section  as  de- 
^^rading  to  the  Executive  of  the  several  States;  and 
mquired  what  is  to  be  done  in  case  those  Execu- 
tives should  refuse  to  comply  vnth  the  requisition? 

Mr.  Clark  said,  it  appe&red  to  him  that  the 
Committee  was  creating  difficxdties  where  none 
before  existed.  He  observed  that  the  choosing 
these  Electors  was  a  privilege  conferred  on  the 
people,  and  that  this  was  merely  pointing  out  the 
moae  of  exercising  this  privilege ;  he  thought  the 
elause  stood  very  well  and  would  create  no  un- 
easiness whatever. 

Mr.  HiLLaousB  said,  he  considered  the  provi- 
sion improper.  It  imposed  a  duty  on  the  Supreme 
Executives  of  the  several  States,  wliich  they  might, 
•r  might  mot  exeeute ;  and  dius  the  necessary  cer-  i 


tificsLtes  may  not  be  made.  He  seconded  the  mo- 
tion to  strike  out  the  clause,  and  proposed  a  substi- 
tute making  it  the  duty  of  the  Electors  to  procure 
for  themselves  the  necessary  certificates. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  spoke  in  favor  of  the  clause ; 
he  did  not  consider  it  either  as  an  undue  assump- 
tion of  power,  or  degrading  to  the  Executives  of 
the  respective  States. 

Mr.  Barnwell  said^  a  small  addition  to  the 
clause  would  in  his  opimon  obviate  every  difficulty  i 
the  words  he  proposed  to  insert  were — ^^  or  such 
person  as  the  Executive  may  appoint'' 

Mr.  Sturoeb  moved  to  strike  out "  Executive,'^ 
and  insert  *'  the  Legislature." 

Mr.  J.  Smith  said,  it  appeared  to  hiiji  that  the 
proposed  alteration  would  amount  to  exactly  the 
same  thing;  for  the  duty  of  giving  the  eertincate 
would  eventually  devolve  on  the  Executive. 

The  motion  for  striking  out  the  clause  was  ne- 
gatived. 

The  ninth  section  provides,  that  in  case  of  va- 
cancies in  the  offices  of  President  and  Vice  Presi* 
dent,  the  President  of  the  Senate  pro  tern,  or  the 
Spesiker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  act 
as  President. 

Mr.  White  moved  the  section  should  be  struck 
out  He  said  the  House  had  formerly  discussed 
the  subject  and  could  not  agree;  the  first  part  of 
the  bill  is  necessary ;  this  is  not  of  immediate  im- 
portance to  be  attended  to. 

Mr.  FiTZsiMONs  said,  he  supposed  the  question, 
must  be  determined  some  time  or  other,  and  he 
knew  of  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  decided 
at  this  time ;  to  strike  out  the  clause  would,  in 
efie<;t,  be  to  declare  that  the  House  could  not 
agree. 

Mr.  Willlamson  was  in  favor  of  strikins  out 

Mr.  LivERMORE  objected  to  the  motion ;  ne  said 
no  two  subjects  could  possibly  be  more  intimately 
connected;  and  the  provisions  of  the  bill  are  suca 
as  to  render  the  intermission,  during  which  this 
regency  was  to  take  place,  as  short  as  possible;  he 
hoped  the  clause  would  not  be  stricken  out 

Mr.  White  added  some  further  objections  to  the 
section;  he  said  it  was  distinct  from  the  bill,  and 
though  a  majority  of  the  Committee  were  in  tavor 
of  the  characters  nominated,  yet  he  thought  it 
would  be  best  to  make  it  the  opjeot  of  another  bill, 
and  of  an  independent  discussion. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  said^he  hoped  the  section  would 
not  be  struck  out,  especially  if  there  is  a  majority 
of  the  Committee  in  favor  of  it..  He  observed,  that 
last  session  there  was  no  decision  in  the  case;  he 
conceived  it  necessary  that  the  business  should  be 
now  decided  on;  and  adverting  to  the  particular 
characters  named,  he  said  they  were  as  far  remo- 
ved from  any  influence  of  the  Executive  as  any 
persons  that  could  be  possibly  pointed  out. 

Mr.  Bart«well  was  in  favor  of  going  into  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject  at  this  time.  He  said  there 
was  a  large  number  ctf  the  present  House  who  had 
not  heard  the  observations  offered  in  the  last  Con- 
gress; he  supposed  the  present  as  proper  a  time  to 
consider  the  subject  as  any  that  could  occur.  If 
gentlemen  who  are  opposed  to  the  section  vnll 
offer  their  objections,  ne  should  be  glad  to  hear 
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tkem;  if  they  were  condusiye,  he  should  Yote  to 
strike  out  the  section.  If  nothmg  was  offered,  he 
should  vote  against  the  motion. 

Mr.  Stdbgbs  mentioned  several  objections  to 
the  section,  which  in  his  opinion  rendered  it  un- 
constitutional ;  he  could  not  find  that  the  Speaker 
of  the  House,  or  President  of  the  Senate  pro  tern. 
were  officers  of  the  Gk>yemment  in  the  sense  con- 
.templated  by  the  Constitution.  The  compensa- 
tions of  the  rresident  and  Vice  President  are  set- 
tled by  the  House;  the  Speaker  would  have  to 
decide  on  those  compensations;  this  he  said  ren- 
dered him  evidently  improper.  He  further  ob- 
served that  the  conseauenoe  would  be,  caballing 
and  electioneering  in  the  choice  of  Sp^ker. 
.  Mr.  Whitb  said,  the  Speaker  was  not  a  perma- 
nent officer,  if  he  could  be  considered  as  one  in 
any  point  of  view;  but  he  was  of  opinion,  that  he 
was  no  more  an  officer  of  Qovemment  than  every 
other  member  of  the  House. 

The  question  for  striking  out  the  section  was 
negatived. 

Mr.  Sturoes  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  words, 
^  the  President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore^  and  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives." 

Mr.  Giles  stated  the  reasons  which  he  conceiv- 
ed fully  proved  the  unconstitutionality  of  the 
clause.  The  characters  referred  to  he  did  not 
think  were  officers.  If  they  had  been  considered 
as  such,  it  is  probable  they  would  have  been  de- 
signated in  the  Constitution;  the  Constitution  re- 
fers to  some  permanent  officer  to  be  created  pur- 
suant to  the  provisions  therein  contained.  These 
persons  are  not  permanent;  a  permanent  officer 
.was  contemplated;  the  subject  was  not  to  be  left 
to  any  casualty,  if  it  could  possibly  be  prevented. 
Mr.  Sedgwick  said,  he  did  not  know  what  offi- 
cer could  with  propriety  be  said  to  be  permanent; 
offices  are  held  during  good  behaviour  m  some  in- 
stances^ and  in  others  during  {Measure ;  but  it  will  be 
impossible  to  say  that  any  officer  is  a  permanent 
<Mfficer,  for  the  expression  is  very  extensive.  He  was 
surprised  to  hear  the  idea  controverted,  that  the 
Sp^er  of  the  House,  or  the  President  of  the  Se- 
nate, pro  tem.^  is  not  an  officer.  In  common  par- 
lance he  was  sure  there  was  no  difficulty  in  the 
matter. 

Mr.  Qebry  observed,  that  some  gentlemen  had 
said  the  Speaker  is  not  an  officer;  but  if  he  is  not 
an  officer,  what  is  he?  He  then  read  a  clause 
-from  the  Constitution,  which  says  that  the  House 
shall  choose  their  Speaker  and  other  officers.  He 
hoped,  however,  that  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  would  be  struck  out,  in  order  to 
avoid  blendinff  the  Legishitive  and  Executive 
branches  toffetner.  He  considered  this  measure 
as  a  politiciu  stroke  of  the  Senate;  but  he  hoped 
that  the  House  would  never  consent  to  makms 
their  Speaker  an  amphibious  animal.  He  moved 
therefore  that  the  words  ^*  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives"  should  be  struck  out 

Mr.  HitLHOusE  objected  to  any  officer  appointed 
by  the  Elxecutive  hemg  inserted.  He  said,  if  that 
should  be  the  case,  the  appointments  would  in 
.most  cases  be  made  with  rmrence  to  that  object : 
•id  hence  important  offices  would  often  be  nlled 


with  improper  and  incompetent  persons.  Be- 
sides, it  was  taking  away  the  choice  from  the  peo- 
ple, and  thus  violating  trie  first  {^inciple  of  a  free 
elective  Government.  The  Senate  are  appointed 
by  the  people,  or  their  Representatives,  and  hence, 
in  his  opimon,  filling  the  vacancy  would  devolve 
with  the  greatest  propriety  on  that  body. 

Mr.  Williamson  was  m  favor  of  tne  motion 
for  striking  out  both  the  characters.  He  observed, 
that  this  extensive  construction  of  the  meaning  of 
the  word  officer^  would  render  it  proper  to  point 
out  any  person  m  the  United  States,  whether  con- 
nected with  the  Government  or  not,  as  a  proper 
person  to  fill  the  vacancy  contemplated. 

Before  taking  the  question  upon  the  amendment, 
the  Committee  rose. 


Friday,  December  23. 
On  a  motion  made  and  seconded, 

^  That  the  Report  of  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Tressoiy, 
upon  the  petition  of  George  Webb,  be  referred  to  a  Se- 
lect Committee,  and  that  the  Committee  be  instnicted 
to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  allowing  such  of  the  Re- 
ceivers of  Continental  Taxes  in  the  several  States,  as 
continued  in  service  after  the  end  of  the  year  1782,  a 
commission,  as  a  compensation  for  their  services  and 
expenses,  not  exceeding  the  rate  of  — —  per  centum 
upon  the  amount  of  moneys  by  them  respectively  re- 
ceived for  Continental  services  subsequently  to  the  time 
aforesaid:" 

Ordered,  That  the  said  motion  and  report  be 
referred  to  Mr.  Livermore,  Mr.  Giles,  Mr.  Clark, 
Mr.  FiTZSiMONB,  and  Mr.  Bodrne,  of  Rhode  Island ; 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  re- 
port the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to 
the  House. 

A  memorial  and  petition  of  sundry  merchants 
of  the  city  of  Charleston,  in  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  en^^ed  in  commerce,  previous  to  the 
late  Revolution,  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  statinfi[  the  peculiar  hardships  under  which 
they  labor,  from  the  two-fold  causes  of  die  opera- 
tion of  the  fourth  article  of  the  definitive  Treaty 
of  Peace^  and  of  so  much  of  the  act  of  Congress 
for  funding  the  public  debt  as  redeems  the  old 
Continents  money,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred 
dollars  thereof  for  one  dollar  specie,  the  former 
requiring  them  to  pa^r  their  British  debts  in  ster- 
ling money,  with  full  interest  to  the  present  time, 
and  the  latter,  depriving  them  of  all  hope  of  in- 
demnity, from  the  efi*ects  of  depreciation  and  ten- 
der laws  to  which  thev  were  exposed  during  the 
war,  and  praying  reliet. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  and  petition 
do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  for  carrying  into 
effect  the  contract  between  the  United  States  and 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported 
the  bill  without  amendment.  It  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed. 

POST  OFHCE  BILL. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  miole  House,  on  the  bill  for  esta- 
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blishm||[  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roftds  within 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  F1TZSIMON8  offered  a  sketch  of  rates  of  post- 
age, by  way  of  amendment,  different  from  that 
reported  in  the  bill  and  the  rates  now  paid.  His 
plan  was  a  general  reduction  of  the  rates. 

Mr.  QooDHUE  said,  he  did  not  believe  that  the 
revenue  from  the  Post  Office,  any  more  than  that 
from  the  impost,  would  be  increased  bv  establish- 
ing a  high  rate  of  postage.  He  was  pieased  with 
the  sketch  offered,  and  wished  it  might  be  agreed 
to  as  an  amendment;  he  had  no  doubt  of  its  in- 
creasing the  revenue  of  the  Department. 

Mr.  LivfiAMOBE  was  in  favor  of  the  original 
rates  reported  in  the  bill.  He  conceived  that  the 
reduced  rates  would  be  so  low,  as  materially  to 
injure  the  income  of  the  Department  He  did 
not  conceive  why  the  rate  ofpostaffe  for  one  hun- 
dred miles,  in  one  pigrt  of  the  United  States,  should 
be  greater  than  for  one  hundred  miles  in  another 
part:  he  referred  to  the  diminished  rates  for  great 
distances. 

Mr.  Williamson  was  in  favor  of  reducing  the 
rates.  He  observed,  that  though  our  experience 
in  this  business  was  not  great,  yet  it  was  sufficient 
to  show  that  a  reduction  of  the  rates  of  postage 
tended  to  increase  the  income  of  the  Department. 
And  the  experience  of  European  countries  was  in- 
controvertibly  in  favor  of  the  idea  of  a  reduction. 

Mr.  Baldwin  replied  to  Mr.  Livermore,  and 
observed  that  the  amendment  recognised  the  same 
principle  in  respect  to  great  distances,  which  is 
contained  in  the  bill  as  reported. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williamson,  the  amendment 
was  altered,  so  that  the  rate  of  postage  for  a  single 
letter  to  the  greatest  distance,  should  not  exceed 
twenty-five  cents. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONs's  amendment  was  then  adopted. 

The  section  which  makes  it  death  for  persons 
employed  in  the  Post  Office  Denartment  to  rob 
the  mail,  occasioned  considerable  debate.  The 
words  ^Shall  suffer  death,"  were  struck  out,  and 
it  was  then  moved  to  insert  imprisonment  for  life, 
or  for  a  term  which  the  Court  may  think  projier. 
This  motion  occasioned  farther  debate,  on  its  being 
moved  to  amend  it  by  striking  out  imprisonment 
for  life. 

^  Mr.  Murray  entered  into  a  general  considera- 
tion of  the  subject.  He  was  clearlv  of  opinion  that 
if  the  punishment  was  not  loss  or  life,  it  ought  to 
be  the  next  in  point  of  severity.  He  enlarged  on 
the  enormity  of  the  crime,  and  inferred  that  a 
person  who  was  so  depraved  as  to  be  guilty  of  it, 
ou^ht  to  be  forever  deprived  of  the  power  of  in- 
juring society  again.  He  adverted  to  the  princi- 
ples advanced  b^r  Montesquieu,  Beccaria,  and  oth- 
ers, who  had  written  so  ably  on  crimes  and  pun- 
ishments|  but,  with  all  their  refinements,  they 
were  obliged  to  acknowledge  that  as  there  were 
mdes  in  guilt,  so  there  should  be  de^ees  of  pun- 
uhment.  He  adverted  to  the  regulations  of  Penn- 
sylvania; he  said  their  jail  was  more  properly  a 
school  of  morality  than  a  place  of  punisnment.  It 
may  reform,  but  it  will  never  deter  the  abandoned 
ikom  the  perpetration  of  crimes.  It  might  answer 
tline  present  state  of  society  in  the  Conunonweaith, 


but  he  doubted  whether  it  would  not  invite  to  ^ 
commission  of  crimes,  and  aiccelerate  the  period 
when  they  must  have  recourse  to  a  more  severe 
system  of  jurisprudence.  He  conchuled  by  say- 
ing, that,  as  imprisonment  for  life  was  the  next 
severest  punishment  to  loss  of  life,  lie  should  vote 
against  tae  last  amendment. 

Mr.  Hartley  defended  the  system  of  punish- 
ment and  reformation  adopted  oy  Pennsylvania. 
Experience  was  in  its  favor.  The  gentleman  has 
carried  our  ideas  to  European  countries;  but  be 
thought  that  exiunples  from  our  own  country  were 
more  in  point.  He  objected,  generally,  to  san- 
guinary punishments;  and  the  punishment  now 
proposed  he  thought  would  be  too  severe,  if  ^ene* 
rally  incurred  for  the  crime  under  consideration. 
.  The  Committee  now  rose,  and  had  leave  to  mX 
again. 


MoNOAY,  December  26. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  carrying  into  effect  a  con- 
tract between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wnole  House,  on  the  bill  for  esta- 
blishing the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  withm 
the  Umted  States. 

On  the  subject  of  newspapers^  Mr.  Williamsoii 
suggested  the  propriety  of  theur  being  so  packed 
that  they  may  be  easily  inspected  by  the  poet- 
masters;  that  there  should  be  separate  accounts, 
and  a  separate  mail  or  portmanteau  for  them; 
smd  that  the  rate  of  postage  should  be  in  propoi^ 
tion  to  the  distance  they  ate  carried:  those  sent 
one  hundred  and  not  exceeding  two  hundred  miles^ 
one-half  cent;  those  above  two  hundred  and  not 
exceeding  three  hundred  miles,  one  eent;  those 
above  three  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  one  cent  and 
a  quarter.  He  moved  to  smke  out  the  33d  sec- 
tion, and  to  insert  the  above  as  a  substitute. 

Mr.  Claak  proposed  to  amend  the  elause  by  a 
proviso,  that  the  papecs  shall  be  dried. 

Mr.  FrrzaiMoiis  doubted  whether  it  wouid  be 
proper  to  agree  to  the  amendment.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  the  consequence  would  be,  very  few 
papers  would  be  sent  by  the  mail.  He  inquired 
who  is  to  pay  the  postage?  The  printers  wul  not 
pay  it;  they  are  sufficiently  out  oif  pocket  by  dis- 
tant subseriber&  Is  it  to  be  defrayed  by  the  s«^ 
seribers,  weekly?  There  is  no  coin  of  the  deserit^ 
tion  mentioned.  Difficulties  will  result  from  tke 
mode  which  is  necessarily  adopted  for  great  part 
of  the  year,  of  sending  the  inail  on  horseback. 
Should  the  papers  increase,  as  is  supposed,  it  would 
be  impossible  to  send  them.  There  were  diffici^ 
ties  in  the  way.  The  printers  had  been  called  on 
to  declare  wlmt  woula  be  convenient*  and  agree- 
able to  them ;  but  theie  was  so  little  concert  among 
them,  that  they  had  not  given  uiy  intimation  to 
the  Department  of  what  would  please  them. 

Mr.  Williamson  replied  to  Mr.  FiTzsiMOifs, 
and  obviated  some  of  the  difficulties  he  suggested. 
He  observed  that  a  certain  weight  ought  to  Im 
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specified,  which  the  postmaster  ought  not  to  ex- 
ceed, when  the  mail  is  sent  on  horseback. 

Mr.  Clark  said,  he  thought  the  most  eligible 
method  would  be  to  make  the  printers  account- 
able for  the  postage.  This  had  been  proposed  by 
a  printer,  wno  issued  a  larger  number  of  papers 
than  any  other  printer  in  the  United  States.  This 
would  simplify  the  business,  and  prevent  trouble 
in  the  dififerent  post  offices. 

Mr.  Bourne  objected  to  different  rates  of  post- 
age for  newspapers.  He  believed  it  was  not  cus- 
tomary with  the  poet-riders.  Newspapers  con- 
tained general  informatipn,  and  ou«^ht  to  come  to 
the  sul^ribers  in  all  parts  of  the  Union  on  the 
same  terms;  the  half  cent  would  indemnify  for 
the  charge.  He  moved  that  such  parts  of  the  mo- 
tion as  proposes  a  different  rate  should  be  struck  out 

Mr.fiouDiNOT  believed  the  gentleman  was  mis- 
taken in  respect  to  expense  of  carriage  to  a  great 
distance.  He  further  observed,  that  the  rates  being 
the  same  to  all  parts  of  the  Union,  would  operate 
as  a  bounty  to  tne  printers  at  the  Seat  of  Grovem- 
ment;  for  it  was  well  known  that  the  printers  at 
the  Southward  could  not  affbrd  to  sell  their  papers 
at  the  same  rate  with  those  at  the  Northward 

Mr.  Williamson  enlarged  on  these  ideas. 

Mr.  Steele  said,  that  the  amendment  of  his 
colleague,  instead  of  giving  facility  to  the  circula- 
tion of  newspapers,  tended  only  to  give  a  douceur 
to  the  printers  of  particular  States.  He  could  have 
wished  that  the  privilege  of  franking  had  been 
struck  out,  and  the  supposed  amount  thereof  ap- 
plied to  defray  the  expense  of  transporting  the 
newspapers:  it  would  conduce  to  opemng  a  larger 
ehannel  of  information,  and  would  m  an  easy  way 
hrinff  intelligence  to  tne  door  of  every  citizen  in 
the  tJnited  States.  He  preferred  the  bill  without 
the  amendment,  as  more  competent  to  the  great 
object. 

Mr.  Parker  observed  that  every  law  ought  to 
be  founded  on  a  principle  of  equality,  and,  on  this 
idea,  supposed  the  postage  ought  to  oe  augmented 
|n  some  proportion  according  to  the  distance. 

Mr.  IiiLLHonsE  advocated  an  increi^e  of  the 
postage.  He  said  the  rates  proposed  were  not 
competent  to  discharging  the  expense. 

Mr.  Williamson  said,  that  the  half  cent  for  a 
great  distance  would  not  defray  the  expense;  he 
had  authority  for  the  assertion;  and  if  fiie  rate  is 
reduced,  it  will  operate  to  discourage  the  private 
stages,  and  all  communication  on  those  roads 
suDDorted  by  private  subscriptions,  will  be  cut  off". 

Mr.  Hartley  was  in  favor  of  one  rate.  He  ob- 
served that  the  rates  demanded  by  private  posts 
W?s  so  high,  as  to  amount  to  an  interdiction  of 
the  papers  almost  entirely. 

Mr.  jBarnwell  was  in  favor  of  Mr.  William- 
son's motion;  a  half  cent  would  not  be  sufficient  to 
defray  the  expenses.  He  enlarged  on  the  bad  poli- 
cy or  jnving  a  monopoly  to  the  printers  at  the 
oeat  of  Grovemment;  country  papers  are  impor- 
tant on  many  accounts,  and  ought  to  be  ^ncour- 
i^d.  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Postmaster  General 
thiat  a  half  cent  is  not  a  sufficient  postage. 

Mr.  Bourne's  motion  for  striking  out  ^ 
gatived. 


was  ne- 


On  motion  of  Mr.  HillhousBj  the  postage  for 
one  hundred  miles  was  raised  from  a  half  to  a 
whole  cent,  and  one  cent  and  a  half  for  any  great- 
er distance. 

'  Mr.  Clark  moved  to  add  this  clause:  ^^to  be 
paid  by  the  Printers  sending  the  same,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  every  three  months."  Tms  was  not 
carried.  The  section  was  further  amended,  by 
saying  that  the  newspapers  shall  be  under  cover 
opened  at  one  end;  the  postmasters  to  receive  fifty 
per  cent,  of  the  postage. 

The  residue  or  Mr.  vVilliamson's  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  moved  that  the  proviso,  which 
empowers  the  contractors  to  carry  newspapers, 
should  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  Page  observed,  that  in  disposin£^  of  this 
subject  the  utmost  caution  ought  to  be  used, 
lest  some  infVingement  of  the  lit^rty  of  the  press 
should  be  the  consequence.  We  have  subjected 
the  printers  of  papers  to  a  certain  tax  for  sending 
their  papers  by  tne  mail,  and  now  it  is  propos^ 
to  cut  tnem  on  from  all  opportunity  of  making 
their  own  contracts.  He  thought  the  business 
ought  to  be  simplified  as  much  as  possible,  and 
the  Printers  left  to  themselves  to  dispose  of  their 
publications  as  they  think  proper,  independent  of 
the  mail. 

Mr.  Barnwell  supported  the  motion:  by  re- 
taining the  clause,  the  post  office  would  be  sub- 
jected to  innumerable  impositions. 

The  proviso  was  strucK  out,  and  another  pro^ 
posed  by  Mr.  Boudinot,  to  the  same  purpose^  with 
an  addition^  subjecting  papers  sent  by  c<mtract  to 
the  inspection  oi  the  postmasters. 

This  motion  was  objected  to,  as  it  would  ope* 
rate  against  the  revenue  of  the  post  office. 

Mr.  Boudinot  observed,  that  in  forming  the 
contracts,  the  contractors  always  agreed  for  a  less 
consideration,  on  account  of  the  advantage  derived 
from  carrying  newspapers. 

This  motion  was  also  disagreed  to. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
with  amendments  to  the  House. 


ToBBDAT,  December  27. 
THE  POST  OFPICB  BILL. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the 
amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  vesterday,  to  the  bill  for  establish- 
ing the  Post  Office  and  Post  Road  within  the 
United  States. 

The  several  amendments  agreed  to  by  the  Com- 
mittee were  read.  The  first  section,  as  amended} 
aAer  some  further  amendments,  was  agreed  to; 
this  section  details  the  roads.  Second  amendment 
was  to  authorize  the  Postmaster  €reneral  to  form 
contracts  for  carrying  the  mail  on  cross  roads; 
agreed  to.  In  the  eighth  section,  the  rates  of  post- 
age are  established  by  an  amendment,  the  lowest 
at  six  cents  for  a  single  letter,  and  the  highest 
twenty-five  cents  for  the  greatest  distance :  agreed 
to.  The  substitution  of  "  imprisonment  tor  life.* 
in  lieu  of  the  words  "  shall  suffer  deathJ*  for  rob- 
bing the  n^ail,  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  HartlbXi 
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who  observed,  that,  for  the  protection  of  property, 
most  countries  have  enacted  penal  laws.  Those 
which  have  been  the  most  san^nary.  have.  I 
think,  not  been  the  most  successful.  Tnose  or  a 
moderate  complexion,  have  had  a  better  effect, 
without  sporting  with  the  lives  of  men.  While  the 
English  Government  had  its  influence  in  America, 
the  public  mind  in  most  of  the  Provinces  was  in 
favor  of  the  former  kind.  Pennsylvania  was 
among  the  first  exceptions.  The  Quakers,  who 
first  settled  Pennsylvania,  were  moderate  in  their 
manners  and  principles:  tneir  penal  code  remained 
till  the  late  revolution.  Tne  Independence  of 
America  has  led  to  great  inquiry,  and  we  have 
ventured  to  change  our  laws,  and  made  them  less 
sanguinary ;  this  has  happened  in  a  greater  or  lesser 
de^ee  in  most  of  the  States.  Life  is  not  sported  with, 
and  the  idea  of  confinement  and  repentance  strong- 
ly prevails.  As  I  said  the  other  day,  said  Mr.  H.,  we 
have  altered  our  laws  with  great  success  in  Penn- 
sylvania. What  protection  are  we  to  have  to  this 
Property?  What  danger  is  it  subject  to?  l^he 
'ostmaster  General  will  doubtless  take  security 
from  the  deputies  he  appoints,  and  of  those  to 
whom  the  mail  is  intrusted.  Tnis  is  our  security; 
and  there  is  scarcely  an  instance  where  a  man  is 
punished  with  death  for  a  mere  breach  of  trust. 
Fines  and  imprisontnent  will  be  sufficient  to  pun- 
ish the  party,  and  deter  others  from  committing 
the  like  offence.  It  is  not  like  a  robbery  upon  the 
person,  taking  his  money.  There  is,  in  the  latter, 
a  complication  of  offences ;  personal  security  as 
well  as  property  are  involved,  and  the  crime  en- 
hanced, rerhap  robbery  should  be  punished  with 
death;  but  I  thmk  fine  and  imprisonment  sufficient 
for  the  crime  now  under  consideration.  The  pub- 
lic mind  would  more  approve  of  it  than  the  pun- 
ishment of  death. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  agreed  in  sentiment  with  Mr. 
Hartley.  He  said  that  extreme  punishmentis  of- 
ten prevented  a  jury  from  convictmg  a  criminal. 

Mr.  Barnwell  was  of  opinion  that  a  Crime  of 
so  pernicious  a  nature  as  robbing  the  mail,  ought 
to  be  punished  with  death. 

Mr.  Livermorb  was  also  in  favor  of  the  original 
clause.  He  observed  that  a  felon  was  never  so 
secure  as  when  he  was  hanged  out  of  the  way. 
In  reply  to  Mr.  Hartley's  remarks  respecting  the 
salutary  effects  of  the  new  system  adopted  in 
Pennsylvania,  he  did  not  think  they  were  so  apr 
parent  as  had  been  represented ;  crimes  were  stul 
committed  in  this  city;  for,  since  the  meeting  of 
Coi^ess,  several  attempts  had  been  made  to  set  it 
on  fixe.  He  said  that  punishments,  and  capital 
ones,  would  always  be  found  necessary. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  Hampshire^  ol^erved,  that 
punbhments  ou^ht  to  be  proportioned  to  the  of- 
fences committed;  this  is  not  aone  in  the  bill.  He 
therefore  was  under  the  necessity  of  voting  against 
the  clause,  in  order  to  obtain  some  momfication 
of  it. 

Mr.  HiLLHOUSE  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment 
as  reported  by  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Hartley  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  by  striking  out  the  words  "  for  life." 
This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Findlby,  and  supported 


by  Mr.  Kittera;  who  observed,  that  it  was  a  prin- 
ciple in  jurisprudence  not  to  leave  too  mucn  to 
the  discretion  of  the  judges.  This  amendment  was 
carried.  On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  section 
as  thus  amended, 

Mr.  Baldwin  stated  sundry  particulars  to  show 
that  the  crimes  and  punishments  referred  to  in 
this  bill,  were  on  a  totally  different  principle  from 
those  mentioned  in  laws  already  passed  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  United  States.  He  snould 
therefore  vote  against  the  amendment. 

The  question  being  divided,  the  first  was  on 
striking  out  the  clause,  ^^  shall  suffer  death ;" — it 
passed  m  the  negative;  so  that  the  original  clause 
remains. 

The  twentieth  section,  respecting  franking^  Mr. 
Wads  WORTH  moved  should  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  White  observed,  that  he  did  not  like  the 
clause  as  it  stands;  but  ne  was  not  for  aboUshinf 
the  privilege  altogether.  He  read  a  clause  which 
very  much  restricted  the  privilege,  and  which  he 
should  prefer  to  the  section  in  the  oiU. 

Mr.  HiLLHOUSE  said,  he  had  thought  favorably 
of  the  motion;  but  on  more  mature  consideration, 
and  ailer  hearing  the  arguments  on  the  subject 
from  ffentlemen  m  favor  of  it,  he  was  of  opinion  it 
would  be  best  to  retain  the  privilege. 

Mr.  Wadsworth  observed^  that  finding  a  great 
alteration  had  taken  place  in  the  sentiments  of 
gentlemen  on  the  subject,  he  had  been  induced  to 
renew  the  motion.  He  observed,  that  the  evils 
resulting  from  the  practice,  he  had  found  on  in- 
quiry were  much  greater  than  he  had  supposed ; 
but  if  the  practice  is  retained^  he  should  greatly 
prefer  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia. He  doubted  not  that  a  revenue  might  be 
raised  from  the  Post  Office,  and  in  a  way  which 
would  be  perfectly  agreeable  to  the  people,  pro- 
vided abuses  were  kept  out  of  the  Department,  by 
franks  and  other  means. 

Mr.  Sturges  replied  to  Mr.  Wadsworth.  He 
observed,  that  it  was  not  to  be  considered  as  a  pri- 
vilege conferred  on  the  members,  but  intended 
solely  for  the  benefit  of  the  people ;  it  had  not 
been  complained  of:  was  proauctive  of  the  most 
salutary  consequences ;  and  he  did  not  think  the 
disadvantaj^  counterbalanced  the  numerous  ben- 
efits resulting  from  it.  As  to  the  abuses  mention- 
ed, he  had  greater  confidence  in  the  honor  and  in- 
tegrity both  of  the  present  members,  and  those  of 
any  future  Nationsil  Legislature,  than  to  suppose 
they  would  abuse  the  privilege.  He  was  in  favor 
of  every  necessary  restriction,  but  still  for  retain- 
ing the  substance  of  the  clause. 

Mr.  Gerry  replied  to  Mr.  Wadsworth.  He 
observed,  that  the  arguments  offered  for  abolish- 
ing the  privilege,  were  the  most  forcible  in  favor 
of  retaining  it. 

Mr.  KiTTERA  said,  that  thoueh  the  revenue  of 
the  Post  Office  might  at  first  be  affected,  yet  he 
was  of  opinion  that  the  correspondences  which 
would  arise  from  those  begun  by  franking,  would 
eventually  contribute  to  an  increase  of  the  re- 
venue. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  amendments 
was  postponed. 
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Wbdnbsoat,  December  28. 

A  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  representing  the  inequality  and  injustice  of 
a  late  act  of  Congress  for  the  assumption  of  the 
State  debts,  and  praying  that  the  inequalities  there- 
of may  be  remoyed,  or  the  injuries  and  burdens 
thereby  occasioned  to  the  said  State  redressed  in 
such  other  way  as  the  wisdom  of  Congress  shall 
deem  expedient  Referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  for  his  information. 

A  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  was  received,  accompanied  with  the  copy 
of  a  Letter  fr^oi  the  Attorney  General,  stating  cer- 
tain difficulties  in  the  execution  of  his  office.  Laid 
on  the  table. 

•  THE  POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments,  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  Post  Office  bill. 

The  twentieth  section,  with  the  amendments, 
was  agreed  to.  The  privilege  ofjrcmking  to  the 
meml^rs  of  both  Houses,  and  conferred  on  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate,  the  Clerk  of  the  House 
of  Representatiyes,  and  some  other  (dicers,  beinc 
under  consideration,  the  following  debate  took 
place: 

Mr.  Wadsworth  having  mentioned  certain 
abuses  that  had  heretofore  crept  in  under  cover  of 
the  privile^  of  franking,  said  tnat,  of  a  great  num- 
ber of  petitions  which  had  been  transmitted  to 
him.  hardly  one  had  come  by  post 

Mr.  Gbrbt  observed,  that  if  sentlemen  thought 
it  necessary  to  restrain  members  from  writinjg 
(free  of  postage)  to  their  families,  suid  on  their 
own  private  busmess,  he  would  consent  to  such  a 
proposition;  but  to  propositions  of  a  visibly  dan- 
gerous tendency,  he  never  would  give  his  assent; 
and  such  he  deemed  those  which  tended  to  pre- 
vent the  members  from  taking  the  newspapers^r  to 
burden  the  carriage  of  the  papers  with  a  tax.  That 
wherever  information  is  freelv  circulated,  there 
slavery  cannot  exist;  or  if  it  ooes,  it  will  vanish 
as  soon  as  informaticm  has  been  generally  diffused. 
The  light  of  information  has  enabled  the  French 
to  discover  their  rights,  which  so  long  lay  con- 
cealed from  their  eyes,  and  has  put  them  in  pos- 
session of  their  present  Constitution.  However 
firmly  liberty  may  be  established  in  any  country, 
it  cannot  long  subsist  if  the  channels  or  informa- 
tion be  stopped ;  instead,  therefore,  of  taking  any 
steps  that  might  tend  to  prevent  the  diffusion  of 
political  information,  the  House  ought  to  adopt 
measures  by  which  the  information,  contained  m 
any  one  paper  within  the  United  States,  might 
immediately  spread  from  one  extremity  of  the 
continent  to  the  other;  thus  the  whole  body  of 
the  citizens  will  be  enabled  to  see  and  guard 
against  any  evil  that  may  threaten  them.  To  take 
any  measures  of  a  contrary  tendency,  would  be 
establishing  a  precedent  that  may  hereafter  be 
improved  to  the  most  danfi;erous  consequences.  It 
is  impossible  to  foresee  whether  every  future  Le- 
ffislature  of  the  United  States  will  be  entirely  free 
from  despotic  princij^es;  and  if  such  a  disposition 


should  at  any  time  prevail  in  the  Legist! ve  body, 
the  readiest  way  to  effect  their  purposes,  will  be 
to  stop  the  channels  <^ political  information;  first, 
by  preventing  the  members  from  taking  the  pa- 
pers; in  the  next  place,  by  preventing  their  send- 
ing them  to  their  constituents;  and  lastly,  by  im- 
posing a  tax  o^  the  papers.  This  will  be  the  surest 
mode  of  introducing  a  system  of  despotism  into 
this  country.  The  evils  that  are  apprehended 
from  the  privilege  of  frankinf  are  but  trifling, 
when  compared  with  those  evils  of  ^eater  mag- 
nitude that  may  ensue  from  its  abolition.  A  man 
might  become  a  non-franking  patriot  on  very  cheap 
terms,  indeed;  but  if  gentlemen  wished  to  esta- 
blish their  reputation  for  public  spirit,  this  ¥ras 
not  the  proper  mode. 

It  could  nardly  be  supposed,  he  said,  that  any 
member  would  wish  to  retain  the  privilege  of 
frankinff,  merely  for  the  sake  of  the  trifling,  con- 
temptilue  advantage  he  would  derive  from  nrank- 
ing  his  own  letters.  But  if  such  an  idea  was  en- 
tertained let  a  provision  be  made  that  no  commer- 
cial letter,  no  letter  on  private  business,  nor  any 
letters  passing  between  a  member  and  his  family, 
ll^all  be  exempt  from  postage;  and  that  no  letters 
shall  be  franked  but  those  relating  to  public  busi- 
ng enclosing  petitions,  or  suing  for  redress  of 
grievances. 

Mr.  WiLUAMSON  observed,  that  if  the  burden 
of  franks  was  made  so  heavy  on  the  post  office, 
as  to  destroy  it  this  would  prevent,  instead  of  pro* 
moting  the  dinusion  of  information,  and  thus  the 
sooner  pave  the  way  for  the  introduction  at  des- 
potism. FrcMu  the  per  centage  allovired  to  the  post- 
master on  the  free  letters  at  New  York  durins 
the  last  year,  it  appeared  that,  if  they  had  been  afl 
charged  with  postage  as  single  letters,  they  would 
have  produced  a  revenue  of  two  thousand  two 
hundred  and  fifty-three  dollars;  but  as  a  conside- 
rable proportion  of  them  were  triple  and  quadru- 
Sle,  the  whole  number  miffht  fairly  be  rated  as 
ouble  letters,  and  would  tnus  have  yielded  four 
thousand  five  hundred  and  six  dollars,  a  sum  vrhich, 
if  applied  to  the  extension  of  the  posts  to  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  Union,  would  furnish  the  means 
of  difiiising  more  general  information. 

After  further  remarks,  he  observed,  that  the 
greatest  charge  contemplated  for  the  conveyance 
of  newspapers  in  the  ordinary  way,  was  to  be  only 
a  cent  and  a  half;  whereas,  if  enclosed  in  franks, 
they  would  cost  the  public  five  cents  >eaoh. 

Mr.  Giles  did  not  consider  the  nrivilege  of 
franking,  as  the  cause  of  a  general  dimision  of  in- 
formation. The  privilege  he  thought  unnecessa- 
ry, where  public  presses  are  established,  the  free- 
dom of  debate  unrestrained,  and  the  debates  pub- 
lished in  the  newspapers.  It  is  sufficient  to  leayjs 
every  man  at  liberty  to  express  his  sentiments  in 
the  papers,  and  that  the  public  are  free  to  read 
them.  Although  the  French  nation,  who  before 
lived  under  an  arbitrary  C^ovemment  were  now 
become  free  in  conseauence  of  the  diffusion  of  in- 
formation, yet  he  could  not  find  that  the  National 
AssemUy  possessed  the  privilege  of  franking;  even 
if  they  did,  it  could  not  oe  by  means  of  that  privi- 
lege tlie  information  had  been  diffused 
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It  had  been'  said,  that  this  privilege  was  con- 
ferred on  the  memoers,  not  for  their  own  private 
benefit,  but  for  that  of  the  public.  Were  this  the 
case,  he  would  consent  to  retain  it:  but  it  extends 
Airther,  private  letters  beins  equally  exempt  from 
postage,  as  those  of  a  public  nature.  Thus  one 
mdividual  is  exonerated  from  a  certain  burden  or 
duty,  which  another  individual  is  obliged  to  bear; 
and  oy  extending  the  principle,  it  would  ultimate- 
ly authorize  an  exemption  firom  any  contribution 
whatever.  If  the  object  was  merely  to  diffbse  in- 
formation^ he  would  suppose  that  every  individual 
in  the  Umted  States  ought  to  enjoy  the  same  pri- 
vilege, and  that  the  post  office  ought  to  be  esta- 
blished for  this  particular  purpose,  so  that  all  the 
citizens  mi^ht  oe  upon  an  equal  footing.  If  it 
were  said  tnat  postage  is  not  a  tax,  because  no 
man  is  obliged  to  send  letters  by  the  post,  the  same 
thing  may  be  said  of  the  impost,  as  no  man  is 
obliged  to  pay  the  duty,  since  he  may  puichase 
or  not,  as  he  meases.  The  constituent  tx)dy,  how- 
ever, would  oe  justly  darmed,  if  Congress  were 
to  say  that  the  memoers  should  be  exempt  from 
the  duty,  while  their  constituents  pay  it;  and  yet, 
in  the  article  of  postage,  this  is  exactly  the  casej|| 
as  every  member  who  has  private  business  to 
transact,  makes  use  of  the  post  office  for  that  pur- 
pose, derives  a  benefit  from  it,  and  is  free  from  a 
pecuniary  duty,  which  his  constituent  suffer.  The 
grand  security  in  every  Representative  Govern- 
ment being,  that  the  Representatives  should  them- 
selves be  subject  to  the  same  rules  and  regulations 
which  they  impose  upon  th^r  constituents,  he  was 
of  opinion  that,  if  the  privilege  in  question  were 
not  a  direct  infringement  of  this  principle,  er&i  if 
it  were  but  an  indirect  or  collateral  one^  Congpress 
would,  nevertheless,  act  wisely  in  relmquismng 
it;  nor  would  the  diffusion  of  information  be 
checked  by  its  .abolition. 

The  abuses  attendant  on  this  privilege,  he  had 
net  himself  examine  into.  He  took  them  on  the 
authority  of  other  gentlemen,  vrho  had  been  at  the 
pains  of  examining;  but,  since  it  was  acknowledged 
that  abuses  already  exist,  he  thought  it  but  reason- 
able to  conclude  that  they  would  increase  in  pro- 
portion to  the  increasing  number  of  those  who  are 
to  use  the  privily ;  ai^  as  the  House  will,  in  a 
short  time,  contam  above  a  hundred  members,  the 
abuses  may  be  calculated  accordingly.  Moreover, 
the  very  duration  of  the  privilege  will  tend  to  vi- 
tiate the  use  of  it,  as  the  example  of  other  coun- 
tries has  sufficiently  proved.  Every  gentleman 
cm  the  floor  must  be  sensible*  that  the  abuses  are 
already  increasnig,  and  are  likely  to  increase  still 
more.  He  had  himself  receivea  two  very  heavy 
letters  (one  of  them  from  an  utter  stranger^  that 
were  written  merely  for  the  purpose  of  enclosing 
letters  to  other  persons,  and  thus  avoiding  the  pay- 
ment of  postage. 

After  some  further  remarks,  he  concluded  with 
a  wish,  that  the  clause  mi^ht  be  either  struck  out, 
or  so  modified,  as  only  to  mciude  letters  of  a  pub- 
lie  nature,  beyond  which  he  thought  it  dangerous 
to  extend  it. 

Mr.  Lr?ERMORB  offered  a  few  remarks,  to  show 
that  the  privilege  is  not  confined  to  the  members, 


but  common  to  them  and  their  constituents,  who' 
derive  from  it  the  advantage  of  communicating 
their  sentiments  to  their  Representatives,  free  from 
postage.  Whence  he  concluded,  that  Representa* 
tive  and  constituent  are  only  on  a  footing  of 
equality. 

Mr*  Giles  denied  the  equality,  since  the  consti- 
tuent's exemption  from  postage  is  confined  to  those 
letters  which  he  writes  to  the  members,  and  does 
not  include  his  letters  to  any  of  his  fellow  ccms^ 
tuents. 

Mr.  Laurancb  expressed  his  unwiUinjrness  to 
relinquish  any  privilege  attached  to  an  official  star 
tion,  unless  good  reasons  were  alleged  for  such  a 
step.  If  he  thought  that  sufficient  reasons  could 
be  e^ven  for  resigning  a  privilege  that  was  coeval 
with  the  Grovemment  itself,  he  would  concur  with 
eentlemen  in  divesting  themselves  of  it;  but  he 
did  not  think  the  arguments  adduced  for  striking 
out  the  clause  possessed  that  weight  which  gen- 
tlemen supposed.  The  privilege  in  question,  though 
perhaps  sometimes  abus^,  had,  to  him,  ever  ap- 
peareo  highly  beneficial,  as  affoiding  an  easy  com^ 
munication  oetween  the  members  and  their  con- 
stituents, for  useful  information.  Many  subjects 
had  occurred  in  the  House,  on  which  he  had  found 
himself  incompetent  to  decide  from  his  own  judg- 
ment, and  wished  to  obtain  information  from  some 
of  his  well-informed  constituents ;  other  gentle- 
men, he  supposed,  were  often  in  the  same  predi- 
cament; and  in  such  cases,  as  their  judgment  was 
to  be  exercised,  not  for  their  own  advantage,  but 
for  that  of  their  constituents,  he  did  not  tnink 
they  ought  to  procure  the  necessary  information 
at  their  own  private  expense,  but  at  the  public 
chaige.  As  there  are  some  evident  advantages 
resulting  from  the  privilege,  he  thought  it  neces^ 
sary  to  examine  whether  the  ar^ments,  offered 
for' its  abolition,  were  well  $^ounded.  It  had  been 
said  that  members  had,  under  cover,  received  let- 
ters which  ought  not  to  have  passed  free;  but  the 
bill,  in  its  present  form,  provides  a  remedy  for  that 
effect,  by  uirecting  that  all  such  letters  shall  be 
sent  to  the  post  d£ce  and  charged  with  postage. 
When  this  regulation  b  made  &own  throughout 
the  United  States,  no  more  letters  will  be  so  in- 
closed; or  if  any  snould  yet  be  transmitted  in  that 
clandestine  manner,  surely  the  honor  of  the  mem- 
bers may  be  so  far  relied  on,  as  to  expect  that  they 
will,  in  compliance  with  their  own  law,  hand  them 
over  to  the  postmaster.  No  ^ntleman  will  so  far 
commit  himself  as  to  lay  his  character  open  to 
censure  and  oUoquy,  by  conniving  at  such  aouses; 
if  they  have  hitherto  existed,  it  may  reasonably 
be  hoped  that  they  will  not  hereafter  prevail  so 
extensively. 

It  had  been  alle^  that  the  privilege  would 
produce  a  diminution  in  the  revenue  of  the  post 
office ;  but  he  was  surprised  to  hear  such  an  alle- 
gation; for,  since  it  was  well  known  that,  during 
the  last  year,  the  post  office  had  yielded  a  net  sur- 
plus revenue  of  nve  thousand  dollars,  to  be  em- 
ployed in  erecting  new  posts,  if  the  privilege  (not- 
withstanding the  many  abuses  charged  to  its  ac- 
count) has  still  left  the  post  office  so  productive, 
it  can  hardly  be  supposed  that,  nHien  the  abuses 
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are  corrected,  it  will  operate  more  injurioualy  than 
heretofore. 

The  privilege  of  fraaking)  he  thought,  more 
likely  to  increase  than  to  dimininh  the  revenue  q[ 
the  post  office.  Without  it,  fewer  letters  would 
be  written  by  the  members;  whereas,  those  letters 
in  which  they  communicate  information  respect- 
ing the  different  subjects  which  engage  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Legislature  generally  produce  <rther 
letters,  a  single  one  written  to  a  ocmunercial  town, 
occasioning  many  others  to  other  towns  on  the 
same  subject. 

The  people,  it  had  been  said,  would  entertain  a 
jealousy  a^Eiinst  their  Representatives,  on  account 
of  the  privilege;  and  would  be  alarmed,  lest  this 
should  open  a  door  for  an  exemption  from  taxes 
in  many  other  instances.  But  are  the  peopde  jea- 
lous of  the  privilege'  by  which  the  Constitution 
secures  the  persons  of  the  members  frmn  arrest, 
during  their  attendance  at  the  session,  and  on  their 
way  to  and  from  it,  whilst  other  citizens  are  liable 
to  arrest  at  all  times  ?  They  are  not;  and  to  sup- 
poee  that  because  the  members  retain  a  privilege 
which  has  been  constantly  used  since  the  first 
formation  of  the  Government,  they  will  also  seek 
to  exempt  themselves  from  taxation,  was,  in  his 
opinion,  an  unwarrantable  supposition. 

If  the  privilege  were  taken  away,  he  did  not 
think  the  members  would  be  upon  a  footing  of 
equality.  It  is  well  known  that  manv  members 
stand  in  a  more  particular  relation  to  tneir  consti- 
tuents than  others,  do.  Those  who  come  from 
commercial  towns  are  subject  to  more  numerous 
applications ;  and  if  they  are.  at  their  own  expense, 
to  defray  the  postage  ol  all  tne  letters  they  receive 
from  their  constituents,  they  will  have  to  bear  a 
heavier  burden  than  other  members,  to  whom  ap- 
plications are  less  frequently  made. 

The  clause  under  consioeration  contemplates 
an  exemption  from  postage  for  all  official  commu- 
nications. Now,  if  gentlemen  admit  the  princi- 
ple, that  the  officers  of  Government,  who  are  paid 
toT  their  services,  ou^ht  not  to  bear  the  expense 
of  those  communications,  why  should  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislative  body  be  taxed  for  commu- 
nications of  a  similar  nature?  If  the  members  be 
obliged  to  pay  postage,  why  should  not  the  public 
officers  pay  it  in  like  manner  ?  If  any  distinction 
wese  made  in  this  particular^  there  would  be  no 
^ualitv  in  the  application  or  the  nrinciple;  and 
if^for  the  sake  of  equality,  the  whole  eUuse  were 
struck  out,  and  the  privilege  taken  away  £rom  all 
parties,  then  the  public  would  have  bills  to  pay 
for  the  i)Ostage  of  those  officers  who  receive  com*- 
munications,  or,  it  would  become  necessary  to  in- 
crease their  salaries;  for  it  would  be  unreason- 
able and  unjust,  to  expect  that  they  should,  at 
their  own  expense,  dtdiny  the  postage  of  letters  on 
(^cial  business. 

Mr.  WiLUAMSON  observed,  that  the  bill  con- 
contemplates  the  establishment  of  double  the  num- 
ber of  post  offices  that  were  before  in  existence; 
that  many  of  the  new  ones  do  not  promise  to-be 
very  productive,  some  of  them  not  beiiur  likely  to 
my  nve  shillings  in  the  pound.  That  Uie  charge 
;or  the  Ivt  year  was  twenty-fire  thousand  doBan; 


^ 


and  that,  if  the  poet  office  be  not  supported,  the 
means  will  be  wanting  to  aid  the  diffusion  of  m* 
formation. 

Mr.  Laurancb  thought,  that  with  moderate  rates 
of  postage,  and  a  strict  attention  to  the  relations 
established  in  the  bill,  there  would  be  little  dan- 
ger of  a  deficiency  of  revenue  to  supj)ort  the  post 
office.  He  did  not  think  the  additional  posts  would 
so  &r  exceed  the  revenue  as  the  eentleman  last 
up  seemed  to  apprehend.  Even  ir  they  did  hap- 
pen to  exceed  it,  he  was  willing  to  go  somewhat 
beyond  the  income  of  the  post  office,  for  the  sake 
of  a  more  extensive  circulation  of  intelliffence; 
and  the  additional  sums  that  might  be  applied  to 
this  purposcL  he  would  consider  as  money  well 
expended.  He  did  not  however,  entertain  any 
apprehensicms  on  this  nead;  but  expected,  that 
notwithstanding  all  the  new  posts,  a  surplus  would 
still  be  found,  instead  of  a  deficiency. 

Mr.  BoumNOT  observed,  that  the  privilege  of 
franking  is  both  personal  and  official ;  and,  in  both 
points  of  view^  perfectly  justifiable.  As  an  offi* 
cial  privilege,  ne  thought  its  propriety  would  not 
admit  of  a  doubt;  for  if  men  m  office  be  not  exo- 
nerated from  those  expenses  which  the  perform- 
ance of  their  duty  entails  on  them,  their  salaries 
must  be  ra^ed  to  indemnify  them,  as  they  cannot 
be  expected  to  serve  the  public  for  nothing.  As 
a  personal  privilege,  he  also  thought  it  necessary, 
in  order  to  preserve  equality  between  the  mem- 
bers from  the  distant  parts  ot  the  Union,  and  those 
who  live  near  die  seat  of  Ckrvemment.  It  was 
wise,  he  ol»erved,  to  apply  proper  remedies  to 
every  inconvenience  resultmg  from  the  remote- 
ness of  situation :  and  a  memMr  who  comes  from 
the  disti^ice  of  five  or  six  hundred  miles,  would 
by  no  means  stand  upon  an  equal  footing  with, 
another  whose  place  of  residence  is  less  remote, 
unless  he  received  a  compensation  for  the  local 
disadvaataff es  under  which  he  labofs.  This  cir- 
cumstanceliad  been  attended  to,  when  the  traret-- 
ling  charges  of  the  members  were  settled,  and  a 
greater  auowance  was  made  to  those  from  the 
move  distant  States,  than  firom  the  nearer  ones. 
In  the  article  of  postage,  a  member  from  Georgia 
or  New  Hampf^re,  would  be  obliged  to  pay  more 
thim  a  member  from  New  Jersey;  and  unless  a 
compensation  be  allowed,  adequate  to  the  increase 
of  expense,  a  visible  inequality  must  prevail.  Sup- 
pose Uie  price  <^  boarding  were  raised  in  Philadel- 
phia to  six  dollars  per  day,  could  the  compensa- 
tions be  then  considered  as  equal,  unless  the  mem- 
bers were,  either  by  the  privile^  of  franking,  or 
by  an  extra  allowance  for  their  postage,  exone- 
rated from  the  expense  of  that  neceasu'y  corre* 
spondence  which  they  are  obliged  to  maintain 
with  their  families  and  their  constituents?  The 
privilege  eases  the  public  from  the  payment  of  a 
ni^ier  compensation ;  it  was  known  and  used  when 
the  compensation  was  settled,  and  the  sum  was 
determined  accordingly. 

As  to  the  abuses  taat  had  been  mentioned,  he 
acknowledged,  that,  according  to  his  ideas  on  that 
sid)ject,  the  privilege  had  been  abused,  though,  as 
some  other  gentlemen  understood  the  matter,  no 
abiwe  had  been  committed;  for  some  thought 
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themselves  entitled  to  use  the  privilege  in  favor 
of  their  friends.  But  when  the  kw  expressly  pro- 
hihits  the  members  to  do  so  in  future,  can  it  be 
imagined  that  the^  will  pav  less  recard  to  the 
moral  obligation  of  obeying  the  laws  of  their  coun- 
try, than  the  other  officers  of  Grovemment?  Gen- 
tlemen acknowledged  that  the  latter  ought  to  be 
allowed  to  retain  the  privilege,  and  seemS  to  con- 
fine all  the  abuses  to  the  members  of  Ck>ngress ; 
but  if  it  could  be  guarded  in  the  hands  of  others, 
it  could  be  equally  so  in  the  hands  of  the  mem- 
bers, from  whom  it  was  reasonable  to  expect  as 
scrupulous  an  obedience  to  the  laws,  as  would  be 
paid  by  the  public  officers. 

The  calculation  that  had  been  made  (by  Mr. 
Williamson)  of  the  revenue  that  would  have  ac- 
crued from  the  franked  letters,  if  they  had  been 
charged  at  the  usual  rate,  produced  on  his  mind 
an  effect  very  different  from  what  was  intended. 
The  postage,  it  was  said,  from  this  city  only  to 
New  xorl^  would  have  amounted  to  near  five 
thousand  dollars  in  a  single  year;  and  would  any 
gentleman  wish  to  subject  the  members  to  so  heavy 
a  tax?  If  the  letters  were  not  writteiL  the  post  oi- 
fice  would  gain  nothing  on  them ;  if  written  and 
charged  wim  postage,  at  the  expense  of  the  mem- 
bers, It  would  be  impossible  for  any  one  but  a  man 
of  fortune  to  come  forward  and  represent  his  fel- 
low-citizens on  the  floor  of  Congress.  This  cir- 
cumstance would,  in  its  consequences,  abridge  the 
libert)[  of  the  people  in  the  choice  of  their  Hepre- 
sentatives,  a  cnoice  which  the  citizens  of  America 
have  a  riffht  to  make  at  their  {Measure,  electing 
men  of  ttuents  and  integrity  to  represent  them, 
whether  possessed  of  fortunes,  or  without  them. 

If  it  was  gentlemen's  intention  to  abolish  the 
privilege  of  franking  altogether,  without  making 
an  exception  in  favor  of  the  deputy  postmasters, 
the  deputies  in  every  part  of  the  Union  would  re- 
sign their  offices,  and  how  could  the  business  of 
the  post  office  be  carried  on,  without  postmasters? 
If  men  of  character  cannot  be  found  to  fill  the 
vacancies,  the  post  office  will  be  exposed  to  very 

Seat  danger,  and  people  will  be  afraid  to  intrust 
eir  valuable  letters  to  men  of  bad  character. 
Most  of  the  present  postmasters  are  men  of  repu- 
table characters ;  and  what  is  their  inducement  to 
accept  the  employment?  Not,  surely,  the  trifling 
consideration  of  a  few  dollars  per  annunL  but  the 
advantage  of  writing  an  occasional  letter  free  from 
postaffe,  and  the  convenience  of  having  the  post 
attending  at  their  own  houses  once  or  twice  a 
week.  From  the  abolition  of  the  privilege,  the 
post  office  would  suffer  much  greater  injury  than 
gentlemen  seemed  to  be  aware  of.  It  was  wronff 
to  suppose  that  the  same  number  of  letters  would 
be  written  if  it  were  taken  away ;  and  if  retained, 
the  additional  weight  of  letters  would  prove  no 
inconvenience.  In  answer  to  the  arguments,  drawn 
from  the  expense  of  the  new  roads,  against  the 
competency  of  the  post  office  to  support  itself  from 
its  own  revenue,  he  observed,  that  the  additional 
expense  will  be  only  twelve  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars;  that  the  surplus  of  the  last  year  had  been 
five  thousand;  and  if^the  old  establisned  roads  con- 
tinue equally  productive,  and  the  new  ones  pro- 


duce even  ten  shilUngs  in  the  pound,  the  post  office 
will,  on  the  whole,  come  so  near  defraymg  itself, 
that  the  trifling  deficiency  will  not  be  an  object 
worthy  of  attention. 

Mr.  White  observed,  that  if  the  section  were 
retained  in  its  present  form,  a  member,  who  total- 
ly absented  himself  from  Congress  nii^ht.  durinfi[ 
tne  whole  session,  and  twenty  days  before  ana 
twenty  days  after  it,  carry  on  a  free  corresppnd- 
ence  to  every  part  of  the  United  States,  on  his 
own  private  business.  This,  he  thought,  by  no 
means  reasonable.  He  wished,  therefore,  to  nave 
the  privilege  limited  to  members  actually  attend- 
ing their  duty  in  Congress,  and  confined,  more- 
over, to  letters  comine  from,  or  written  to,  the 
State  that  each  member  represents;  for  he  be- 
lieved that  very  few  gentlemen  in  the  House  cor- 
respond on  public  business  with  other  States  than 
their  own. 

Mr.  Murray  was  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  all 
the  officers  of  Government  ought  to  have  the  pri- 
vilege of  sendinjo;  and  receiving  letters  on  official 
business,  free  of^postage;  but  ne  thoujght  that  the 
members  of  Congress  ought  not  to  enjoy  the  same 
advantage.  When  gentlemen  argued  this  ques- 
tion, as  relating  to  themselves,  it  appeared  to  him 
to  be  very  little  more  than  a  competition  between 
personal  privile^  and  public  utility.  The  aboli- 
tion of  the  privilege  would,  in  his  opinion,  prove 
highly  advantageous  to  the  post  office,  especially, 
when  the  number  of  the  members  is  increased. 

Mr.  HiLLHonsE  observed,  that  the  privilege  was 
conferred  on  the  public  officers,  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  them  to  transact  the  public  business;  and 
it  was  for  the  saode  purpose,  the  members  were 
to  enjoy  it.    That  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  a 
greater  degree  of  virtue  in  the  public  officers  than 
in  the  members  of  Congress;  and  that  abuses  are 
as  likely  to  arise  from  the  former  as  from  the  lat- 
ter.   He  thought  it  was  placing  the  characters  of 
the  members  on  a  very  low  footing,  indeed,  to  say 
that  the  public  officers  will  never  abuse  the  privi- 
lege, but  that  the  members  will  crush  the  post 
Gmce  under  a  heap  of  abuses.    To  make  a  mem- 
ber pay  for  letters  on  public  business,  would  be 
taxing  him  merely  because  he  is  a  member;  for, 
if  he  were  not  so.  ne  would  receive  none  of  those 
letters.    Some  or  the  State  Grovemments  had  al- 
ready subjected  the  officers  of  the  General  Go- 
vernment to  a  tax  on  their  salaries ;  and  if  the 
present  motion  were  carried,  it  might  furnish  them 
with  a  hint  for  proceeding  a  step  further^  and  tax- 
ing the  compaisations  of  the  members.  If  a  mem- 
ber of  Conip'ess  be  subjected  to  impositions  that 
will  depreciate  his  compensation ;  if^his  privileges 
be  so  abridged  as  to  leave  it  inadequate,  a  pecuni- 
ary addition  will  become  necessary ;  otherwise,  no 
man  can  occupy  a  seat  in  the  House,  except  a  man 
of  large  fortune — a  circumstance  that  would  be 
pregnant  with  the  most  calamitous  consequences. 
Whereas,  if  the  doors  of  Congress  be  left  accessi- 
ble to  every  citizen,  proper  characters  will  be  elect- 
ed,-without  respect  to  fortune.    If  the  privilege 
were  to  be  withorawn  from  the  members,  ne  hoped 
it  would  be  equally  abolished  in  every  other  in- 
stance; and  that  no  invidious  distinctions  would 
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be  made,  attributing  a  greater  or  less  degree  of 
integrity  either  to  t£e  members  or  to  the  public 
officers. 

Mr.  Murray  replied,  that  he  meant  no  reflec- 
tion on  the  characters  of  the  members,  when  he 
nut  them  in  competition  with  the  public  officers. 
If  the  privileffe  were  withdrawn  from  the  former, 
the  door  would  be  still  open  for  any  gentleman  to 
introduce  a  mode  of  communication,  between  the 
constituents  and  their  Representatives,  that  would 
be  less  liable  to  abuses.  Memorials,  petitions,  dbc, 
mi^t  come  enclosed  to  the  Speaker,  or  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  House;  and  everv  person  rorwarding 
such  pai>ers  might,  by  an  enaorsement,  desi^gnate 
the  particular  member  whom  he  would  wish  to 
take  charge  of  them. 

From  the  complexion  of  the  debate,  a  stran^r 
mifi[fat  have  been  tempted  to  imagine  that  the  pomt 
in  dispute  was,  whether  or  not  the  members  should 
be  permitted  to  hold  correspondence  with  their 
friends  and  their  constituents;  whereas,  in  fact, 
the  only  question  was,  whether  they  would  relin- 
quish a  priyilege  which  they  had  unconstitution- 
ally assumed;  since  the  Constitution,  in  enume- 
ratmg  the  several  privileges  conferrea  on  the  Le- 
ffislative  body,  is  totally  silent  on  the  subject  of 
nranking. 

The  nature  of  the  Executive  Department  re- 
quires secrecy  and  despatch;  and  tnis  was  one 
reason  why  he  wished  the  public  officers  should 
be  allowed  to  retain  the  pri vuege  of  franking;  but 
the  same  ar^fument  could  not  l^  urged  in  favor  of 
continuing  it  to  the  members  of  Congress,  whose 
operations  are  deliberate  and  open  to  the  public 
eye;  to  diminish  the  number  and  bulk  ot  their 
communications,  by  depriving  them  of  this  uncon- 
stitutional and  unnecessary  privilege,  so  far  from 
impeding  the  diffusion  of  intelligence,  would,  on 
the  contrary,  promote  it,  by  increasing  the  reve- 
nue of  the  {x>st  office,  and  thus  facilitating  the  more 
extensive  circulation  of  newspapers. 

Mr.  QiLEs  wished  the  motion  so  modified,  as  to 
meet  the  idea  of  the  gentleman  last  up.  The  chief 
danger  of  the  privilege  appearing  to  result  from 
its  ^ng  vested  in  the  members.  In  the  course 
of  the  debate,  he  had  observed,  that  when  the  tax- 
ation of  members  of  Congress  was  mentioned,  an 
apprehension  had  been  expressed,  lest  they  should 
be  subjected  to  any  new  burdens;  but  that  tender 
regard  for  their  privileges,  which  made  gentlemen 
so  cautious  of  giving  up  any  one  of  them,  would, 
he  believed,  inspire  them  with  an  equal  degree  of 
caution,  if  ever  there  should  be  question  of  taxing 
members  of  Congress. 

A  gentleman  had  declared  himself  unwilling  to 
relinquish  this  privilege;  but^  previous  to  such  a 
declaration,  the  possession  of  it  ought  to  be  clearly 
proved.  The  Constitution,  from  which  Congress 
derive  all  their  rights,  does  no  where  mention  such 
a  privilege.  The  privilege  of  freedom  from  arrest, 
does  not,  it  was  said,  give  umbrage  to  the  consti- 
tuent body;  but  the  reason  is  evident,  and  that  is, 
that  the  Constitution  expressly  grants  it.  Sup- 
pose, however,  the  members  ot  Congress  had  the 
further  privilege  of  not  being  obliged  to  pay  their 
^ebCti;  this,  in  addition  to  the  other  privileges, 
2d  Con.— 11 


would  justly  alarm  their  constituents.  Here  he 
saw  an  exemption  from  a  pecuniary  obligation — 
and  the  principle  he  considered  as  dangerous.  On 
this^ound^  he  wished  the  question  might  be  taken 
on  the  privilege,  merely  as  it  respected  the  mem- 
bers; for,  as  to  the  Executive  officers,  he  had  not 
the  same  objection  to  their  possessing  it,  since  the 
mode  in  wmch  they  should  use  it  is  to  be  pre- 
scribedj  not  by  themselves,  but  by  the  Le^slature, 
who  might  safely  be  intrusted  in  conferring  privi- 
leges on  the  officers  of  Qovernment;  but  gentle- 
men were  proceeding  further,  and  going  to  deter- 
mine what  privileges  they  should  themselves  en- 
joy. The  Representatives  were  not  to  be  subject 
to  the  same  duty  that  was  imposed  on  their  con- 
stituents, and  this  was  what  struck  him  as  highly 
dangerous. ,  He  hoped  other  gentlemen  would 
view  the  subiect  in  the  same  point  of  light;  and 
if  it  apt>eared  equally  serious  to  them,  he  trusted 
that  no  ar^pments  of  policy  would  be  set  up  against 
the  Constitution. 

The  use  of  the  privilege,  during  the  time  past, 
had  been  given  as  an  argument  in  favor  of  its  fu- 
ture retention;  but  if  the  members  had  assumed 
an  unjustifiable  privilege,  and  used  it,' could  that 
improper  use  furnish  a  sufficient  reason  for  its 
continuance?  The  privilege  in  question  is  a  per- 
sonal advantage,  not  enjoyed  by  our  constituents, 
and  involves  the  violation  of  a  most  important 
principle. 

He  concluded,  by  reminding  the  House  that  the 
Constitution  has  conferred  on  the  members  every 
privilege  which  was  thought  necessary ;  and  that 
if  they  swelled  the  catalo^e,  by  the  addition  of 
any  new  privilege,  it  woul^  in  &ct,  be  adding  a 
new  clause  to  the  Constitutioii.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, that  gentlemen  would  proceed  with  caution, 
especially  when  they  were  treading  on  what  might 
be  consiaered  as  at  least  doubtful  ^ound. 

The  question  being  now  called  for,  and  passing 
in  the  negative,  the  section  was  retained. 

The  amendment  to  the  twenty-third  section 
was  also  agreed  to,  subjecting  newspapers  ccm- 
veyed  in  the  mail,  to  a  postage  of  one  cent  for  one 
hundred  miles,  and  a  cent  and  a  half  for  any  great- 
er distance. 

Section  twenty-five,  as  amended  and  agreed  to, 
authorizes  the  postmasters  of  Portsmouth  New 
Hampshire,  Boston,  Providence,  New  York,  Phila- 
delphia, Baltimore,  Annapolis,  and  Charleston 
SouthCarolina,  to  send  the  letters  to  the  houses 
of  the  persons  to  whom  addressed,  and  to  charg^e, 
for  sucn  conveyance,  one .  cent  on  each  letter,  in 
addition  to  the  postage. 

Having  proceeded  through  all  the  amendments, 
the  House  adjourned. 


TnuRsnAY,  December  29. 

Ordered^  That  the  written  Message,  of  yester- 
day, from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to- 
gether with  the  Letter  of  the  Attorney  General, 
therein  referred  to,  be  referred  to  the  committee 
to  whom  was  committed  the  Report  of  the  At- 
torney General,  on  the  Judiciary  system  of  the 
United  States. 
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Ordered,  Th&t  the  petition  of  James  Rumsey, 
by  Joseph  Barnes,  his  attorney  in  fact,  which  lay 
on  the  table,  be  referred  to  the  conunittee  appoint- 
ed to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  amend 
the  act,  entitled  ^^  An  act  to  promote  the  progress 
(^  useful  arts." 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill,  which 
lay  on  the  table,  for  establishing  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  within  the  Unit^  States,  together 
with  the  amendments  thereto ;  and  the  same  be- 
ing further  amended.  Ordered^  That  the  seven- 
teenth and  eighteenth  sections  of  the  said  bill  be 
re-committed  to  Mr.  Smith,  of  New  Hampshire, 
Mr.  Laurakce,  Mr.  Baldwin,  and  Mr.  Bourne, 
of  Massachusetts. 


Friday,  December  30. 

The  several  petitions  of  Isaac  Beniamitf;  James 
Bray,  David  Brown.  John  Camaghan,  Thomas 
Chandler.  Philip  Durk,  and  Greoree  Durk,  Thomas 
Jones,  Jonn  Kryster,  William  Miller,  and  Aaron 
Stratton,  were  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
respectively  praying  compensation  or  relief  for 
supplies  furnished,  services  rendered,  wounds  re- 
4:eived.  or  injuries  sustained,  in  the  Army  of  the 
Unitea  States,  during  the  late  war.  Referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  War.  with  instruction  to  examine 
the  same,  and  report  nis  opinion  thereupon  to  the 
House. 

A  petition  of  Abraham  Darlington  was  present- 
ed to  the  House  and  read,  praying  to  receive  pay- 
ment for  property  impressed  for  the  use  of  the 
Continental  army,  during  the  late  war.  Referred 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  instruction 
to  examine  the  same,  and  report  nis  opinion  there- 
upon to  the  House. 

A  memorial  of  John  Churchman  was  presented  to 
the  House  and  read,  praying  the  patronage  of  Ck>- 
vemment  to  enable  him  to  undertake  a  voyage  to 
Baffin's  Bav,  for  the  purpose  of  making  discove- 
ries to  eonnrm  his  new  tneory  of  the  variation  of 
the  magnetic  needle:  Abo,  that  the  penalties 
imposed  by  the  act,  entitled  *^  An  act  to  promote 
the  progress  of  useful  arts,"  may  be  increased. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

PETITION  OF  NORTHUMBERLAND  CO.,  PA. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county 
of  Northumberland,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
WftB  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that 
•an  act,  passed  last  session,  imposing  duties  on  spi- 
trits  dktiUed  within  the  United  States,  may  be  re- 
pealed. 

On  motion  to  rder  the  petition  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury — 

Mr.  Giles  obiected  to  such  reference  as  impro- 
per. He  thought  the  subject  cognizable  by  Uie 
House  only. 

Mr.  Gdhry  made  some  remarks^  which  were 
opposed  to  a -more  particular  attention  to  this  pe- 
tition than  to  others  on  the  same  subject.  He 
thought  the  petition  improper,  as  it  prays  for  a 
tepeu  of  the  few.  He  threw  out  some  reflections 
on  the  people  of  the  Western  counties  for  their 
*  want  of  patriotism,  in  not  paying  taxes  for  the 


support  of  their  State  Government ;  and  now,  said 
he,  they  appear  to  wish  to  get  rid  of  all  contribu- 
tion for  the  support  of  the  General  Government 
also. 

Mr.  FiNULBT  observed,  that  it  had  been  custom- 
ary to  refer  the  petitions  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  If  this  regulation  had  not  been  adopt- 
ed, he  should  now  be  opposed  to  it  He  replied 
to  Mr.  GteRRY,  and  defended  the  character  of  the 
people  of  the  Western  counties ;  said  they  had 
paiu  their  taxes  for  the  support  of  the  State  Go- 
vernment with  promptitude.  Observations  of  a 
contrary  kind,  he  knew,  had  got  into  the  newspa- 
pers, which  he  thought  were  very  uncandid  and  im- 
proper ;  but  he  was  sorry  to  hear  such  observa- 
tions from  the  members  of  this  House.  The  pre- 
sent petition,  however,  is  not  from  a  Western 
county. 

The  motion  for  the  reference  was  agreed  to. 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  extend 
the  time  limited  for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts 
of  the  United  States  with  the  individual  States ; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Muhlbm- 
BERG  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the 
said  biU  under  consideration,  and  made  an  amend- 
ment thereto ;  which  was  twice  read  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  several  mo- 
tions for  obtaining  annual  and  regular  statements 
of  the  receipts  and  exp^iditures  of  all  public  mo- 
neys, and  fbr  a  due  examination  of  such  state- 
ments. 

Mr.  LivERMORB  rose  for  inquiry  as  to  the  de- 
nomination of  Le^lative  proceedings  which  this 
report  was  to  receive,  whetner  it  wa&  t6  be  enact- 
ed into  a  law,  or  to  be  considered  as  a  standing 
rule  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Gbrry  replied.  He  said  the  object  was  to 
obtain  such  information,  from  time  totime^as  was 
necessary  to  forming  a  judgment  respectmg  the 
propriety  of  additional  taxes.  The  committee  has 
taken  such  steps  as  they  thought  proper ;  the  re- 
sult is  before  tne  House,  and  it  remains  for  them 
to  dispose  of  it  as  they  may  think  proper.  He 
thouffnt  there  would  be  a  propriety  in  mddng  its 
standing  rule  of  the  House.  It  would  be  acting 
agreeaUy  to  the  Constitution,  which  expressly 
says  that  such  an  account  shall  be  exhibited. 

Mr.  LrvERMORE  said  he  could  not  see  any  pro- 
priety in  this  mode  of  proceeding.  He  wm  in 
mvor  ot  as  full  an  investigation  into  the  expendi- 
tures of  public  money  as  any  man ;  but  he  thought 
that  no  rule  or  standmg  order  of  the  House  could 
control  the  law.  A  law  is  already  enacted  for  the 
regulation  of  the  Treasury  Department ;  if  this 
law  is  defective,  it  may  be  amended ;  but  he  had 
no  idea  of  doing  business  in  this  way.  As  the 
ffentleman  has  observed,  we  have  a  xi^t  to  call 
for  such  an  account  whenever  we  please,  agreea- 
bly to  the  laws  alreadv  enacted,  and  therefore  the 
resolution  seems  to  be  superceded.  Besides,  he 
doubted  whether  the  power  of  this  House  extend- 


801 


HISTORY  OF  C0NGRJE8S. 


80^ 


hMVAWWy  1792.] 


Election  of  President  <mi  Vice  PretiderU. 


[H.  Qp  JjL 


ed  to  the  maldng  rules  which  shall  bind  any  fu- 
ture Congress. 

Mr.  GiLBs  undertook  to  show,  from  the  Consti- 
tution, that  one  Congress  had  a  right  to  prescribe 
ndes  tor  a  subsequent  Congress.  He  showed  that 
several  disadyanta^  would  accrue  from  a  con- 
trary position,  and  m  fact  do  akeadv  exist  in  con- 
sequence of  the  House  having  acted  on  the  oppo- 
site supposition. 

Mr.  Gerbt  contended,  that  the  regulation  {pro- 
posed was  necessary,  in  order  to  securing  this  im- 
portant object.  The  House  had  a  right  to  call  for 
this  information ;  the  Constitution  h^  made  it  our 
duty  to  do  so,  and  we  have  a  right  to  say  in  what 
manner,  and  at  what  periods,  this  iniormation 
d^  be  received. 

Mr.  BouBNE  said,  he  conceived  the  resolutions 
were  entirdy  superfluous,  as  the  law  was  express 
OB  the  subject.  He  called  for  the  reading  ot  the 
Uw ;  which  was  read. 

Mi.  Babnwell  spoke  in  &vor  of  the  resolu- 
tions. 

Mr.  LivEBMOBB  denied  the  right  of  one  House 
to  imjKise  rules  on  another.  The  supposition,  in 
his  (pinion,  was  contrary  to  several  express  pro- 
visions in  tke  Constitution ;  to  prove  which,  he 
referred  to  several  parts  of  that  instrument. 

Mr.  MuBBAY  was  of  opinion  that  the  practice  of 
the  House  justified  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions 
BOFW  under  consideration.  He  referred  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury's  report  on  Manufactures, 
which  had  been  ordered  by  a  former  House,  ana 
received  by  the  present. 

Mr.  GcBBY,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Boubnb,  observed, 
that  the  article  in  the  law  just  read,  had  respect 
only  to  the  estimated  of  receipts  and  expenditures. 
An  estimate,  he  supposed,  was  a  very  different 
thing  from  an  account. 

hb,  Williamson  supported  the  resolutions.  He 
said  the  present  Confess  had  a  right  to  make 
such  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  Treasu- 
ry as  they  thought  proper ;  and  to  say  that  those 
rules  shall  be  perpetual ;  still  a  future  Congress 
may  repeal  them,  and  establish  others  which  they 
JBsay  say  shall  be  standing  rules. 

Mr.  Nilbs  wished  some  rules  similar  to  those 
proposed  should  be  adopted.  He  denied  the  right 
of  one  Congress,  in  its  rules  and  regulations,  to 
lund  another.  On  this  principle,  the  present  House 
may  choose  a  Speaker  for  a  subsequent  House. 
The  question  never  has  been  for  repealing  the 
rules  and  regulations  of  a  former  House;  but, 
whether  they  shall  be  adopted?  He  wished  for 
« law  on  the  subject  but  was  opposed  to  the  in- 
quirv  in  its  present  form. 

Mr.  Clabk  was  in  favor  of  adopting  some  mea- 
sures to  obtain  the  information  in  question ;  but 
iie  thou^t  the  present  House  had  no  more  rifirht 
to  bind  a  fbtnre  House  by  a  standing  rule  in  mis 
respect,  than  they  have  to  say  that  the  Speaker  of 
the  next  House  shal)  wear  a  tie-wiff.  He  moved 
an  amendment,  by  making  the  resolution  to  read, 
*^(hat  the  return  should  be  made  on  the  fourth 
Monday  of  October  next."  This  motion  was  se- 
conded, but  not  agreed  to. 

One  of  the  remlutions  offered  by  the  Commit- 


tee, after  some  modification,  was  agreed  to  as  fol- 
lows : 

Resolved/XhaX  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  lay  before  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, on  the  fourth  Monday  of  October  in 
each  year,  if  Congress  shall  then  be  in  session,  or  :if 
not  then  in  session,  within  the  first  week  of  the  ses- 
sion next  following  the  said  fourth  Monday  of 
October,  an  accurate  statement  and  account  or  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  of  all  public  moneys, 
down  to  the  last  day  inclusively  of  the  month  or 
December  immediately  preceding  the  said  fowrdi 
Monday  of  October,  distinguishing  the  amount  ci 
the  receipts  in  each  State  or  District,  and  from 
each  officer  therein;  in  which  statements  shall 
also  be  distinguished  the  expenditures  which  fall 
under  each  head  of  appropriation,  and  shaU  be 
shown  the  sums,  if  any,  which  remain  unexpend- 
ed, and  to  be  accounted  for  in  the  next  statement, 
of  each  and  every  of  such  appropriation. 

Monday,  January  2, 1792. 

An  eu^ossed  bill  to  extend  the  time  limited  for 
settling  the  Accounts  of  the  United  States  with 
the  incUvidual  States  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  communicating  a  statement  of 
the  dbposition  of  the  sums  expended  from  the  ten 
thousand  dollars  appropriated  for  contingent  ex- 
penses of  Government. 

BLECTtON  OF  PRESIDENT  AND  VICE  PR?:- 

SIDENT. 

The  House  then  took  up.  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  relative  to  tne  election  of  a  Presi^ 
dent  and  Vice  President,  4c.,  Mr.  Muiii^enbvh} 
in  the  eclair. 

The  ninth  section  being  under  coDsideratiop :  a 
•motion  had  been  made  to  strike  out  ^^  the  President 
of  the  Senate  pr^  tetnpmv  and  Speaker  of  ^the 
House  of  Representatives,"  dui. 

The  question  being  divided,  the  vote  <m  the 
President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore  was  put  And 
negatived ;  that  on  the  Speaker  ot  the  House  cf  Ke- 
psesentatives  was  also  negatived.  The  tenth, 
eleventh,  twelfth,  and  thiiteenth  sections,  wece 
discussed  and  agreed  to. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
with  the  amendments  to  the  House.  The  House 
took  the  same  into  consideration.  The  first  amend- 
ment was  not  adopted.  The  second  amendment 
was  to  insert  *^  Legislature"  instead  of  ^authority," 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WiLUAMaoN,  then  renewed  the  motion  to 
strike  out  of  the  ninth  section  the  woids  ^  the  Pre- 
sident of' the  Senate  pro  CemfNire,  and,  in  case 
there  shall  be  no  President  c€  the  Senate,  then  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the 
time  bein^." 

A  division  of  the  said  motion  was  called  for. 
Whereupon, 

The  question  being  put  for  striking  out  the 
words  "  the  President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore,** 
it  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  24,  nays  27,  as 
loUows: 
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L  Thttt  the  petition  of  James  Ramsey,  | 
Barnes,  his  attorney  in  fact,  which  lay 


Ordered, 
by  Joseph 

on  the  table,  be  referred  to  the  committee  appoint- 
ed to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  amend 
the  act,  entitled  ^^  An  act  to  promote  the  progress 
of  usefol  arts." 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill,  which 
-lay  on  the  table,  for  establishing  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  within  the  United  States,  together 
with  the  amendments  thereto ;  and  the  same  be- 
ing further  amended,  Ordered,  That  the  seven- 
teenth and  eighte^ith  sections  of  the  said  bill  be 
re-committed  to  Mr.  Smith,  of  New  Hampshire, 
Mr.  Laurance,  Mr.  Balowin,  and  Mr.  Bourne, 
<!i  Massachusetts. 


Friday,  December  30. 

The  several  petitions  of  Isaac  Benjamin,  James 
Bray,  David  firown,  John  Camad^aD,  Thomas 
Chandler.  Philip  Durk,  and  Greorffe  Durk,  Thomas 
Jones,  Jonn  Kryster,  William  Miller,  and  Aaron 
Stratton,  were  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
respectively  praying  compensation  or  relief  for 
supplies  furnished,  services  rendered,  wounds  re- 
•ceiyed.  or  injuries  sustained,  in  the  Army  of  the 
Unitea  States,  during  the  late  war.  Referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  War.  with  instruction  to  examine 
the  same,  and  report  nis  opinion  thereupon  to  the 
House. 

A  petition  of  Abraham  Darlington  was  present- 
ed to  the  House  and  read,  praying  to  receive  pay- 
ment for  property  impressed  for  the  use  of  the 
Continental  army,  during  the  late  war.  Referred 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  instruction 
to  examine  the  same,  and  report  nis  opinion  there- 
upon to  the  House. 

A  memorial  of  John  Churchman  was  presented  to 
the  House  and  read,  praying  the  patronage  of  Gk>- 
vemment  to  enable  him  to  undertake  a  voyage  to 
Baffin's  Bay,  for  the  purpose  of  making  discove- 
ries to  connrm  his  new  tneory  of  the  variation  of 
the  magnetic  needle:  Also,  that  the  pensdties 
imposed  by  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  promote 
the  progress  of  useful  arts,"  may  be  increased. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

PETITION  OF  NORTHUMBERLAND  CO^  PA. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county 
of  Northumberland,  in  die  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
"was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that 
•an  act,  passed  last  session^  imposing  duties  on  spi- 
rits distilled  within  the  United  States,  may  be  re- 
pealed. 

On  motion  to  refer  the  petition  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury — 

Mr.  Giles  obiected  to  such  reference  as  impro- 
per. He  thought  the  subject  cognizable  by  the 
House  only. 

Mr.  Gerry  made  some  remarks^  which  were 
opposed  to  a -more  particular  attention  to  this  pe- 
tition than  to  others  on  the  same  subject.  He 
thought  the  petition  improper,  as  it  prays  for  a 
teped'  of  the  few.  He  threw  out  some  rejections 
on  the  people  of  the  Western  counties  for  their 
*  want  of  patriotism,  in  not  paying  taxes  for  the 


support  of  their  State  Government ;  and  now,  said 
he,  they  appear  to  wish  to  get  rid  of  all  contribu- 
tion for  the  support  of  the  General  Government 
also. 

Mr.  FiNOLBT  observed,  that  it  had  been  custom- 
ary to  refer  the  petitions  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  If  this  regulation  had  not  been  adopt- 
ed, he  should  now  be  opposed  to  it.  He  replied 
to  Mr.  GteRRT,  and  defended  the  character  of  the 
people  of  the  Western  counties ;  said  they  had 
paid  their  taxes  for  the  support  of  the  State  Go- 
vernment with  promptitude.  Observations  of  a 
contrary  kind,  he  knew,  had  got  into  the  newspa- 
pers, which  he  thought  were  very  uncandid  and  im- 
proper ;  but  he  was  sorry  to  hear  such  observa- 
tions from  the  members  of  this  House.  The  pre- 
sent petition,  however,  is  not  from  a  Western 
county. 

The  motion  for  the  reference  was  agreed  to. 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  extend 
the  time  limited  for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts 
of  the  United  States  with  the  individual  States  \ 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Muhlbm- 
BERG  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the 
said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  «n  amend- 
ment thereto ;  which  was  twice  read  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  several  mo- 
tions for  obtaining  annual  and  regular  statements 
of  the  receipts  and  exp^iditures  of  all  public  mo- 
neys, and  for  a  due  examinaticm  of  such  state- 
ments. 

Mr.  LivERMORB  rose  for  inquiry  as  to  the' de- 
nomination of  Legislative  proceedings  which  this 
report  was  to  receive,  whetner  it  was  td  be  enact- 
ed into  a  law,  or  to  be  considered  as  a  standing 
rule  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Gbrrt  replied.  He  said  the  object  was  to 
obtain  such  information,  from  time  totime^aswas 
necessary  to  forming  a  judgment  respectmg  the 
propriety  (^  additicmal  taxes.  The  commiUee  has 
taken  such  steps  as  they  thought  proper ;  the  re- 
sult is  before  tne  House,  and  it  remains  for  them 
to  dispose  of  it  as  they  may  think  proper.  He 
thougnt  there  would  be  a  propriety  m  mddng  its 
standing  rule  of  the  House.  It  would  be  acting 
agreeaUy  to  the  Constitution,  which  expressly 
says  that  such  an  account  diall  be  exhibited. 

Mr.  LrvBRMORE  said  he  could  not  see  any  pio- 

Eriety  in  this  mode  of  proceeding.  He  wm  in 
Lvor  ot  as  Ml  an  investigation  into  the  expendi- 
tures of  public  money  as  any  man ;  but  he  thought 
that  no  rule  or  standing  order  of  the  House  could 
control  the  law.  A  law  is  already  enacted  for  the 
reguUtion  of  the  Treasury  Department ;  if  this 
law  is  defective,  it  may  be  amended ;  but  he  had 
no  idea  of  doing  business  in  this  way.  As  the 
gentleman  has  observed,  we  have  a  xi|^t  to  call 
for  such  an  account  whenever  we  please,  agreea- 
bly to  the  laws  already  enacted,  and  therefore  the 
resolution  seems  to  be  superceded.  Besides,  he 
doubted  whether  the  power  of  this  House  extend- 
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ed  to  the  maldng  rules  which  shall  bind  aay  fo- 
tpre  Congress. 

Mr.  GiLBs  undertook  to  show,  from  the  Consti- 
tution, that  one  Congress  had  a  riffht  to  prescribe 
rules  tor  a  subsequent  Congress.  lie  showed  that 
several  disoulYanta^  would  accrue  from  a  con- 
trary position,  and  m  fact  do  akeadv  exist  in  con- 
sequence of  the  House  having  acted  on  the  oppo- 
site supposition. 

Mr.  GsKBT  contended,  that  the  regulation  {pro- 
posed was  necessary,  in  order  to  securing  this  im- 
portant object.  The  House  had  a  right  to  call  for 
this  information ;  the  Constitution  hs^  made  it  our 
duty  to  do  so,  and  we  have  a  right  to  say  in  what 
manner,  and  at  what  periods,  this  iniormation 
qhall  be  received. 

Mr.  BouBNB  said,  he  conceived  the  resolutions 
were  entirely  superfluous,  as  the  law  was  exoress 
on  the  subject.  He  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
]aw  i  which  was  read. 

NLr.  Babhwell  spoke  in  &vor  of  the  resolu- 
tions. 

Mr.  LivEBMOBB  denied  the  right  of  one  House 
to  imi>06e  rules  on  another.  The  supposition,  in 
his  (pinion,  was  contrary  to  several  express  pro- 
visions in  tke  Constitution ;  to  jprove  which,  he 
referred  to  several  parts  of  that  mstrument. 

Mr.  MuBBAY  was  of  opinion  that  the  practice  of 
the  House  justified  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions 
BOFW  under  consideration.  He  referred  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury's  report  on  Manufactures, 
which  had  been  ordered  by  a  former  House,  ana 
received  by  the  present. 

Mr.  Qebby,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Boubnb,  observed, 
that  the  article  in  the  law  just  read,  had  respect 
only  to  the  e«^fna<e«  of  receipts  and  expenditures. 
An  estimate,  he  supposed,  was  a  very  different 
thing  from  an  account. 

w.  W1LLIABI8ON  sup^iorted  the  resolutions.  He 
eaid  the  piesent  Confess  had  a  right  to  make 
such  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  Treasu- 
ry MS  they  thought  proper ;  and  to  say  that  those 
rules  shall  be  perpetual ;  still  a  future  Congress 
Aiay  repeal  them,  and  establish  others  which  they 
ssay  say  shall  be  standing  rules. 

Mr.  NiLBS  wished  some  rules  similar  to  those 
proposed  should  be  adopted.  He  denied  the  right 
of  one  Congress,  in  its  rules  and  regulations,  to 
lund  another.  On  this  principle,  the  present  House 
may  choose  a  Speaker  for  a  subsequent  House. 
The  question  never  has  been  for  repealing  the 
rules  and  regulations  of  a  former  House;  but, 
whether  they  shall  be  adopted  7  He  wished  for 
« law  on  the  subject  but  was  opposed  to  the  in- 
•quirv  in  its  present  form. 

Mr,  Clabk  was  in  favor  of  adopting  some  mea- 
sures to  obtain  the  information  in  question;  but 
iie  thought  the  present  House  had  no  more  rieht 
to  bind  a  future  House  by  a  standiiL?  rule  in  Uus 
respect,  than  they  have  to  say  that  the  Speaker  of 
the  next  House  shali  wear  a  tie-wif.  He  moved 
an  amendment,  by  making  the  resmution  to  read, 
"that  the  return  should  be  made  on  the  fourth 
Monday  of  October  next.''  This  motion  was  se- 
conded, but  not  agreed  to. 

One  of  the  rsMlutions  offered  by  the  Commit- 


tee, after  some  modification,  was  agreed  to  as  fol- 
lows : 

Resolved/ThaX  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  lay  before  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, on  the  fourth  Monday  of  October  in 
each  year,  if  Congress  shall  then  be  in  sessiua,  or  ,ii 
not  then  in  session^  within  the  first  week  of  the  ses- 
sion next  following  the  said  fourth  Monday  of 
October,  an  accurate  statement  and  account  or  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  of  all  public  moneys, 
down  to  the  last  day  inclusively  of  the  month  or 
December  immediately  preceding  the  said  fourtli 
Monday  of  October,  distinguishing  the  amount  ci 
the  receipts  in  each  State  or  District,  and  from 
each  officer  therein;  in  which  statements  shall 
also  be  distinguished  the  expenditures  which  fall 
under  each  head  of  appropriation,  and  shaU  be 
shown  the  sums,  if  any,  which  remain  unexpend- 
ed, and  to  be  accounted  for  in  the  next  statement, 
of  each  and  every  of  such  appropriation. 

Monday,  January  2, 1792. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  extend  the  time  limited  for 
settling  the  Accounts  of  the  United  States  with 
the  incUvidual  States  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  communicatiiur  a  statement  q£ 
the  disposition  of  the  sums  exnendedfrom  the  ten 
thousand  dollars  appropriated  for  contingent  exr 
penses  of  Government. 

ELECTTtON  OF  PRESIDENT  AND  VICE  PRfr- 

SIDENT. 

The  House  then  took  up.  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  relative  to  tne  election  of  a  Presi* 
dent  and  Vice  President,  ^.,  Mr.  Muhlbnbvh} 
in  the  Chair. 

The  ninth  section  being  under  eoDfldderation :  a 
Bootion  had  been  made  to  strike  out  '^  the  President 
of  the  Senate  pro  tempmv  mad  Speaker  of  ^the 
House  of  Representatives,''  dui. 

The  question  being  divnied,  tte  vote  on  the 
President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore  was  putiand 
negatived ;  that  on  the  Speaker  ot  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives was  also  negatived.  The  tenth, 
eleventh,  twelfth,  and  thirteenth  sections,  wcve 
discussea  and  agreed  to. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the- bill 
with  the  amendments  to  the  House.  The  House 
took  the  same  into  consideration.  The  first  amend- 
ment was  not  adopted.  The  second  amendment 
was  to  insert  "Legislature"  instead  of  ^authority," 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WiLUAMaoN,  then  renewed  the  motion  to 
strike  out  of  the  ninth  section  the  woids  "  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Senate  pro  CetnfNire,  and,  in  case 
there  shall  be  no  President  c€  the  Senate,  then  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the 
time  beiii^." 

A  division  of  the  said  motion  was  called  iiNr. 
Whereupon, 

The  question  being  put  for  striking  out  the 
words  "  the  President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore,** 
it  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  24,  nays  27,  as 
follows: 


303 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


304 


H.  OP  R.] 


Post  Office  BiU. 


[January,  1793. 


YsA8< — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John 
Brown,  William  Findley,  Thomas  Fizsimons,  William 
B.  Giles,  Samuel  Griffin,  Israel  Jacobs,  Richard  Bland 
Lee,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madison,  Frederick  An^ 
gnstus  Muhlenberg,  Jc^  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Joshua 
Seney,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Jonathan  Sturges,  Thomas 
Bmnpter,  George  Thatcher,  Abraham  Venable,  Antho- 
ny Wayne,  Alexander  White,  Hugh  Williamson,  and 
Francis  WilHi. 

Nats^— Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Elias  Boudinot,  Shearjashub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Abraham  CUrk,  Elbridge  €rerry,  Nicholas  Gil- 
man,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  William  Barry 
Grove,  Daniel  Heister,  Philip  Key,  Amasa  Learned, 
Samuel  Livermore,  William  Vans  Murray,  Nathaniel 
Niles,  Cornelius  G.  Schoonmaker,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Is- 
rael Smith,  William  Smith,  Peter  Sylvester,  Thomas 
TredweU,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Jeremiah  Wads- 
worth,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

And  then  the  question  being  put  for  striking  out 
the  words  "  and  in  case  there  shall  be  no  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate,  then  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  the  time  being,"  it  was  re- 
solved in  the  affirmative — yeas  26,  nays  25,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Ybas.^ — ^Messrs.  John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Bald- 
win, John  Brown,  William  Findleif ,  Thomas  Fitzsim- 
ons,  Elbridge  Geny,  William  B.  Giles,  Samuel  Griffin, 
Israel  Jacobs,  Richard  Bland .  Lee,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
James  Madison,  Frederick  Aug^tus  Muhlenberg,  John 
Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Joshua  Seney,  Samuel  Sterrett, 
Jonathan  Sturges,  Thomas  Sumpter,  George  Thatcher, 
Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham  Venable,  Anthony  Wayne, 
Alexander  White,  Hugh  Williamson,  and  Francis 
Willis. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Eg- 
bert Benson,  Elias  Boudinot,  Shearjashub  Bourne,  Ben- 
jamin Bourne,  Abraham  Clark,  Benjamin  Goodhue, 
James  Gordon,  William  Barry  Grove,  Daniel  Heister, 
Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kitchell,  Amasa  Learned,  Samuel 
Livermore,  William  Vans  Murray,  Nathaniel  Niles, 
Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel 
Smith,  William  Smith,  Peter  Sylvester,  Thomas  Tudor 
Tucker,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

A  clause  was  added  to  the  bill,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Tucker,  providing  for  the  choice  of  a  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  pro  tempore,  in  case  of  vacan- 
cies in  the  offices  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  on  the  table,  and  the 
House  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  January  3. 

THE  POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  were  re-committed  the  seven- 
teenth and  eighteenth  sections  of  the  bill  for  esta- 
blishing the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the 
United  States,  made  a  report:  Whereupon,  the 
amendments  reported  by  tne  said  committee,  in 
lieu  of  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  sections, 
were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

Several  other  amendments  being  proposed  to  the 
bill — 

A  motioQ  was  made  by  Mr.  Fitzsimons  to 


allow  the  proprietors  of  stages  employed  in  con- 
veying the  mail,  to  carry  passengers  also,  without 
being  liable  to  molestation  or  impediment,  on  any 
of  the  post  roads. 

Asainst  this  motion  it  was  urged,  that  the  €^ 
neral  Government  has  no  right  to  make  any  such 
provision;  and  that  even  if  it  possessed  the  power, 
such  an  exertion  of  it  would  be  unjust,  as  it  woula 
interfere  with  the  private  rights  of  individuals,  who. 
under  the  laws  of  some  States,  (Maryland  ana 
Virginia,  for  instance)  enjoy  the  exclusive  privi- 
lege of  driving  stages  for  the  conveyance  of  tra- 
velers. Under  the  faith  of  the  State  laws,  which 
were  in  existence  before  the  establishment  of  the 
present  Grovemment,  and  have  not  yet  been  abro* 
^ted,  these  citizens  vested  a  considerable  property 
m  this  business,  in  hopes  of  reaping  an  adequate 
advantage  from  their  undertaking.  In  many  in- 
stances, It  was  made  a  condition  m  the  contract, 
that  they  should  make  and  repair  the  roads  at  their 
own  private  expense:  the  terms  they  complied 
with ;  but  they  would  not  have  thus  expended  their 
inoney,  or  established  the  stages  at  all,  if  they  had 
not  obtained  a  monopoly  to  secure  them  in  the  ex- 
clusive enjoyment  of  the  benefits;  and  to  this  mo- 
nopoly the  public  are  indebted  for  the  cheap  and 
easy  conveyance  which  those  stages  at  present 
afford  for  private  pabsengers  and  the  mail  of  the 
United  States.  Many  or  the  original  proprietors 
have  made  transfers  of  their  ri^ht,  for  considerable 
sums  of  money;  nor  can  the  n^ht,  thus  ac(}uired 
by  the  present  proprietors,  be  impaired,  without 
an  open  violation  of  private,  contracts,  and  the  in- 
vasion of  a  property  lawfully  purchased,  and  guar- 
anteed by  the  State  Legislatures, — a  property, 
which  Congress  have  no  right  to  take  for  the 
public  use,  without  making  an  adequate  compen- 
sation. 

That  clause  of  the  Constitution  which  empow- 
ers the  Federal  Government  to  establish  post 
offices  and  post  roads,  cannot,  it  wfts  said,  be 
understood  to  extend  farther  than  the  conveyance 
of  intelligence,  which  is  the  proper  object  of  the 
Post  Office  establishment.  It  gives  no  power  to 
send  men  and  baggage  by  post.  The  State  Govern- 
ments have  always  possessed  the  power  of  stopping 
or  taxing  passengers;  that  power  they  have  never 
given  up;  and  the  proposition  now  made  to  wrest 
It  from  them,  mi^nt  oe  viewed  as  an  attempt  to 
lay  the  State  Legislatures  prostrate  at  the  feet  of 
the  (General  Government,  and  will  give  a  shock  to 
every  State  in  the  Union. 

If,  by  the  construction  of  that  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  authorizes  Congress  to  make  aU 
laws  necessary  for  carrying  into  execution  the 
several  powers  vested  in  them,  they  should  esta-* 
blish  the  proposed  regulations  tor  the  conveyance 
of  the  mail,  they  may  proceed  farther,  and  so  re- 
gulate the  post  roads,  as  to  prevent  passengers 
from  traveling  oh  them;  they  may  say  what 
weights  shall  oe  carried  on  those  roads,  and  at 
what  seasons  of  the  year;  they  may  remove  every 
thing  that  stands  in  their  way — they  may  level 
buildings  to  the  ground,  under  pretence  of  making 
more  convenient  roads;  they  may  abolish  tolls 
and  turnpikes;  they  may,  wnere  an  established 
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ferry  has  been  kept  for  a  hundred  years  past  in  the 
most  conyenient  place  for  crossing  a  river,  give  the 
post-rider  authority  to  set  up  a  new  one  beside  it, 
and  ruin  the  old  establishment;  they  may  say,  that 
the  person  who  carries  the  mail  shall  participate 
in  every  privilece  that  is  now  exclusively  enjoyed 
by  any  man  or  body  of  men,  and  allege,  as  a  rea- 
son for  these  encroachments,  that  they  are  only 
necessary  encouragements  |o  carry  the  mail  of  the 
United  States.  In  short,  the  ingenuity  of  man  can 
not  devise  any  new  proposition  so  strange  and  in- 
consistentj  as  not  to  be  reducible  within  the  pale  of 
the  Constitution,  by  such  a  mode  of  construction. 
If  this  were  once  amnitted,  the  Constitution  would 
he  an  useless  and  dead  letter;  and  it  would  be  to 
no  purpose,  that  the  States,  in  Convention  assem- 
bled, had  framed  that  instrument  to  guide  the 
steps  of  Congress:  as  well  might  they  at  once  have 
said,  "There  shall  be  a  Congress,  who  shall  have 
full  power  and  authority  to  make  all  laws,  which 
to  their  wisdom  shall  seem  meet  and  proper." 

But  the  States  will  never  submit  to  this  new 
regulation;  nor  will  the  individuals  concerned 
tamely  suffer  an  invasion  of  those  rights,  which 
they  enjoy  under  the  State  laws.  A  contest  will 
.unaoubtedly  ensue;  and  the  present  proprietors  of 
the  stages  will  not  fail  to  stop  any  new  stage-wa- 

Sons  that  carry  passen^rs  along  their  roads,  whe- 
^er  they  carry  the  mail  or  not.  It  would  oe  un- 
wise in  Congress  to  enter  into  a  contest  where  the 
advantage  is  but  trifling,  and  the  risk  much  greater 
perhap  than  they  are  aware  of  It  is  easy  to  blow 
a  small  spark  into  an  extensive  flame;  and  pru- 
dence ou^ht  to  caution  them  against  raising  a  fer- 
ment, which  may  be  productive  of  the  most  serious 
consequences. 

In  favor  of  the  motion  it  was  urged  that  the 
Constitution,  in  authorizing  Congress  to  establish 
post  offices  and  post  roads,  and  to  make  all  laws 
necessary  for  carrying  into  execution  the  several 
powers  intrusted  to  them,  has  conferred  on  them 
ample  powers  respecting  the  point  in  question.  If 
the  post  roads  belong  to  the  United  States,  then 
every  citizen  of  the  United  States  has  as  ffood  a 
•right  to  use  them,  under  the  regulations  of  Con- 
gre8s.as  the  citizens  of  any  particmar  State,  through 
whicn  they  happen  to  run.  If  they  belong  to  tne 
individual  States,  and  are  subject  to  their  regu- 
lation, the  same  authority  that  limits  the  use  of 
them  to  particular  wagons,  may  abo  say  that  those 
waf  ons  shall  carry  nothing  else  but  passengers, 
ana  thus  even  the  mail  itself  may  be  preventea 
from  passing. 

It  was  thought  hard  that  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  should  be  prevented  from  traveling  through 
an  individual  State  in  a  stage-wagon,  tmless  the 
wagon  belonged  to  that  State.  If  a  right  exists  in 
the  State  Legislature  to  impose  a  tax  in  this  in- 
stance, they  may  farm  it  out  at  a  high  rate,  and 
make  it  amount  to  what  they  please:  they  may 

Proceed  further,  and  oblige  every  citizen  of  the 
Fnited  States  who  travels  within  their  bounda- 
ries, to  purchase  a  certificate  to  entitle  him  to  pass. 
If  the  House  meant  to  establish  the  post  office 
at  all,  and  to  have  the  roads  free,  it  was  thought 
necessary  to  make  such  a  provision  as  the  one  un- 


der consideration.  If  not,  the  Postmaster  General 
may  be  obliged  to  adopt  the  less  convenient  mode 
of  having  the  mail  carried  every  where  on  horse- 
back; even  in  this  case,  the  State  Legislatures  may 
subject  the  post-horses  to  a  tax,  upon  the  same 
principle  as  the  i)Ost-carriaffes. 

The  question,  i^  was  saia,  could  not  involve  any 
controversy  between  the  United  States  and  the 
individual  States.  It  was  merely  ajudicial  ques- 
tion, and  determinable  in  a  Court  of  Law,  whether 
a  State  has  a  right  to  grant  and  support  such  a 
monopoly.  Other  monopolies  had  existed  bdbre 
the  establishment  of  the  General  Grovemment, 
but  had  been  since  done  away;  the  duty  of  ton- 
nage, for  instance,  which  had  been  granted  in  some 
States  for  the  improvement  of  navigation. 

As  to  the  infringement  of  contracts  made  before 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  if  the  different 
Conventions  had  agreed  upon  that  pound,  the 
Constitution  itself  would  never  have  been  adopt- 
ed, as  it  abrogated  not  only  several  private  con- 
tracts, but  even  certain  parts  of  the  State  Consti- 
tutions themselves.  But  the  evil,  in  the  present 
case,  would  be  great  indeed,  if  the  States  were 
allowed  a  power  of  repealing  or  annulling  the 
princii^es  of  the  Constitution,  under  cover  of  acts 
that  existed  previous  to  its  formation. 

The  laws  of  the  United  States  must  be  general: 
they  must  operate  equally  throughout  the  Union, 
nor  be  clogged  with  any  incumbrances  or  restric- 
tions in  any  one  State  more  than  another.  The 
power  of  oarely  establishing  post  roads  would 
prove  a  mere  nullity,  unless  accompanied  with  a 
power  of  making  them  useful.  The  stages  are  a 
public  convenience  to  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  traveling  along  those  roads;  and  if  the 
State  Legislatures  exercise  the  power  of  stopping 
and  taxing  those  carriages  at  their  pleasure,  the 
utility  of  this  mode  of  conveyance,  together  with 
that  of  the  roads  themselves,  will  be  in  a  great 
measure  destroyed.  If,  to  prevent  this  evil,  and 
the  better  to  accommodate  tne  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States^  and  to  facilitate  the  conveyance  of  the 
public  mail.  Congress  found  it  necessary  to  esta- 
blish turnpike-roads  from  one  end  of  the  Continent 
to  the  other,  the  Constitution  gave  them  full  power 
to  make  such  regulations  ana  it  hoped  they  would 
soon  adopt  the  measure. 

Without  coming  to  a  decision,  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


WEnNESDAT,  January  i, 

Mr.  Laurancb,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  Brigadier  General 
Joseph  Harmer,  in  behalf  of  the  commissioned 
officers  of  the  army,  made  a  report ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  representing  the  injuries  they  are  subject  to 
from  the  operation  of  an  act  of  Congress  relative 
to  the  assumption  of  the  State  debts,  and  praying 
a  farther  assumption  of  the  debt  of  that  State. 
Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
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from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanyins  his 
report  on  the  memorial  of  Benjamin  Lincoln,  in 
bc&alf  of  himself,  Cirrus  Ckiffin,  and  Darid  Hum- 
phreys, late  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  for  treating  of  peace  with  the 
Southern  tribes  of  Indi«is.    Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  and  report  be 
referred  to  Mr.  Ames,  Mr.  BonninoT,  and  Mr. 
S*f£eLB ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon, 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  LivEBMORB,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  George  WebbJtogether 
with  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
hereon,  presented  a  bill  grantii^  farther  compen- 
sation to  certain  receivers  of  Continental  taxes ; 
which  was  received,  and  read  die  first  time. 


Thursday,  January  5. 

A  bill  granting  further  compensation  to  certain 
reeeivers  of  Continental  taxes  was  read  the  second 
time,  amd  ordered  to  be  committed. 

THE  POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  which  lay  on  the  table,  ibr  establishing  the 
Post  OjQIce  and  Post  Roads  within  the  United 
States.    Whereupon, 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  further  to 
amend  the  said  bill,  by  inserting,  after  the  -— ^ 
Motion,  the  following  clause : 

**  And  be  U  /wriker  enaeUd,  Thi«  it  ahall  be  lawftil 
hr  the  otifMges,  by  wludi  ^e  mail  diall  be  ocmveyed, 
It  teoeive  psflsengen  to  or  from  any  place  or  vboes,  SAd 
lliiough  any  State  or  States,  apon  aU  roada  declaied  to 
be  poat  reads,  by  the  lawa  of  the  United  Statea.** 

Mr.  Clark  objected  to  the  proposition.  He 
tbotight  it  would  gire  rise  to  a  contest  between 
Ike  State  and  General  QoTemments.  which  he 
Hoiiceired  was  unnecessary,  and  had  better  be 
vfoided. 

Mr.  Sbitbt  also  objected  to  it.  Before  such  a 
i^tuse  was  agreed  to,  it  certainly  was  incumbent 
Mk  the  {gentlemen  m  £iyor  of  it  to  show  that  the 
f^ulations  in  the  several  States  which  would  be 
Hflbcted  by  it.  had  or  would  obstruct  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mail.  Except  this  was  made  to 
a^ipear,  it  ought  to  be  well  considered  how  far  the 
interference  with  those  privileges  would  tend  to 
disturb  the  tranquility  ot  the  Grovemment. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  said  he  had  no  doubts  on  this 
subject.  The  ri^ht  of  Congress  to  send  the  mail 
in  that  way  which  will  be  most  for  the  public 
advantage,  cannot  be  controverted.  Let  gentle- 
toen  consider  what  would  be  the  consequence,  if 
Bhnilar  monopolies  existed  in  all  the  other  States; 
it  would  entirelv  render  nugatory  the  power  of 
Congress  to  estaUish  post  offices  and  post  roads. 
The  eon^uences  of^  this  are  easily  to  be  con- 
teired.  It  is  said,  that  the  persons  vested  with 
^ese  occlusive  privileges  have  contracted  on  as 
Msy  terms  as  the  Postmaster  Gkneral  could  have 
contracted  with  any  other  persons ;  but  it  does  not 
follow  that  they  will  not  extort  in  iiiture— it  cer- 
*-**•■-  -"-Mitroyg  all  competition,  and  leaves  the 


United  States  entirely  in  the  power  of  these  per- 
sons. He  hoped  that  the  House  would  not  hesi- 
late  to  iKlopt  the  proposition. 

Mr.  Sflif ET  replied  to  Mr.  LtvBRMORS,  in  a  few 
remarks,  in  whicn  he  justified  the  States  of  Marr- 
land  and  Virginia  for  granting  the  monopolies  m 
question. 

Mr.  Gbrrt  said  he  was  in  favor  of  the  propose 
tion.  He  asserted  that  the  power  to  estaMisll 
post  roads  was  coeval  with  that  of  establishing 
post  offices ;  if  the  former  power  is  not  in  Con*- 
gress^  thev  have  already  proceeded  too  fiur  in  ez<» 
ercising  tne  latter  power,  h  has  been  said,  that 
the  States  had  a  ri^ht  to  grant  these  monopouee-i^ 
to  this  he  conceded  that  they  had,  previous  to  t&e 
adoption  of  the  Constitution ;  but,  in  consequenee 
of  that  event,  aU  such  laws  are  null  and  void  of 
course.  It  is  become  necessary  for  Congress  to 
carry  their  power  in  this  respect  into  execution; 
for  he  had  been  informed,  from  good  authority, 
that  the  Postmaster  General  could  not  contract 
with  these  persons  upon  the  same  terms  that  he 
could  with  others.  He  instanced  other  inooirv»- 
niences  and  disadvantages  resulting  from  this 
situation  of  things,  especially  by  an  uniwcessary 
detention  of  die  mail  for  two  days  every  week. 
Congress  ought  to  define  and  declare  their  powers, 
that  those  Suites  wiuch  have  passed  laws  inoom*- 
patibie  therewith  may  re|)eal  tnem.  With  respect 
to  the  power  of  establishing  post  offices,  none  of 
the  States  claim  a  participation  of  that  power; 
and  as  to  the  establishing  post  roads,  if  the  Slates 
possess  any  power  in  that  case.  Congress  certainly 
possesses  concurrent  power;  and  therefore  this  G^ 
vemment  may  certainly  make  the  necessary  reftt- 
lations,  where  the  States  have  either  made  un^ 
proper  regulations,  or  no  regulations  at  all.  He 
conceived  that  justice  to  iiraividuals,  and  to  the 
United  States,  rendered  it  abs<diitely  necessary  for 
Congress  to  exercise  the  power. 

Mr.  NiLB0  inquired,  what  is  the  import  of  the 
present  question  ?  Is  it  not,  sir,  whether  you  may 
carry  your  mail  through  any  of  the  States,  on 
foot,  on  horseback,  or  in  a  stage  coach  ?  It  is  not 
contended  that  any  law  of  any  State  can,  consti- 
tutionally, prevent  this.  The  States,  by  adopting 
the  Constitution,  have  ceded  their  right  to  you, 
and  of  course  divested  themselves  of  all  right  to 
prevent  you  from  exercising  it  But,  sir,  the  ques- 
tion is  simply,  whether  Co^ress  have  a  right  to 
authorize  tne  carrier  <^  the  mail  to  carry  passen- 
gersj  on  hire,  throu^  those  States  where  an  ex- 
clusive right  of  carrying  passengers  for  hire  has 
been  granted  by  the  State  Government,  and  still 
exists.  You  are  empowered  by  the  Constitution 
to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads,  and  to  do 
whatever  may  be  neceesary  and  proper  to  carry 
that  power  into  effect.  Now,  sir.  is  it  necessary, 
in  order  to  the  transportation  of  your  mail,  that 
you  should  erect  stage-coaches  for  the  purpose  of 
transporting  passengers?  What  has  your  mail  to 
do  with  passengers  transported  for  hire?  Why, 
sir,  nothing  more  than  this — by  granting  to  the 
carrier  of  your  mail  a  right  to  carry  passengers  for 
hire,  the  carriage  of  the  mail  may  be  a  little  lem 
expensive.    Does  this  consideration  render  it  Hi- 
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cetsary  and  proper  for  you  to  yiolate  the  laws  of 
the  States?    If  not^  you  will,  by  so  doing,  violate 
their  rights,  and  oyerieap  the  bounds  of  your  own. 
This  ma&tev  inoy  occasion  a  legal  a4judication, 
in  order  to  which  the  Judiciary  must  determine, 
whether  you  have  a  canstUtUional  right  to  esta- 
blish this  regulation,  and  this  will  depend  on  the 
question  whether  it  be  nBce$9aarjf  and  proper,    A 
cnriotts  dmretwiunry  law  question !    Such  a  one 
as  I  prtsume  nerer  entered  the  thou^t  of  the 
Slates  when  they  adopted  the  Constitution.    But, 
sit,  if  the  trifling  pecuniary  saving  proposed  by 
this  legulation,  entitles  it  to  the  character  of  ana- 
ceeaary  one,  or,  in  the  sense  of  the  Constitution,  a 
proper  one,  ana  so  a  constitutional  one,  what  may 
nat  Congress  do  under  the  idea  of  propriety?    it 
may  be  proper,  for  the  sake  of  a  more  advanta- 
nous  contract  for  carrying  the  mail,  to  authorize 
uie  carrier  to  erect  ferry-lx>at&  for  the  transporta- 
tion both  of  the  mail  and  oi  passengers — or  to 
crant  the  right  of  driving  herds  of  cattle  over  toll 
Sffidges  and  turnpike  roads,  toll  free,  in  violation 
hoik  of  legal  and  prescriptive  rifphts — to  erect  postn 
kouMs  under  peculiar  regulatAoos,  and  with  ex- 
olttsive  right.    What,  sir,  may  not  be  construed  as 
proper  to  be  done  by  Confess?   Under  this  idea, 
the  whole  powers  vested  m  Congress  by  the  Con- 
slitutioa  will  be  found  in  the  mafic  woid  proper; 
aad  the  States  might  have  spared  as  nugatory,  all 
diair  deliberations  on  the  Constitution,  and  nave 
constituted  &  Congiess,  with  general  authority  to 
ki|fislnte  on  every  subject,  and  in  any  manner  it 
nught  think  9rc»er.    What  rights,  then,  remain 
to  me  States?    rione,  sit,  but  the  empty  denomi- 
nation  of  Republican  Governments,    i  consider 
tiie  proposition  as  an  attack  upon  the  rights  of  the 
St^cs,  and  shall  therefore  give  my  vote  against  it. 
Mr.  BuiifWBLL  said  he  mid  no  doubt  of  the  con- 
stitutionality of  the  proposition;  but  he  was  of 
opinion  that  the  present  was  not  the  most  elij^ihle 
time  to  exercise  tne  power.  Still  he  was  of  opuiion 
that  Conjg^ess  ought  now  to  declare  that  it  would 
exercise  it  at  the  expiration  of  the  contracts  which 
at  present  exist  between  particular  States  and 
individuals,  and  he  moved  a  proviso  to  that  effect, 
as  follows: 

**  Prodded,  That  whenever  any  exclusive  ynyilege 
of  conveying  passengers  for  hire  in  stage  camagesy  on 
any  of  the  roads  e8t8J>Ii8hed  by  this  law,  hath  been  here- 
torore  granted  by  any  of  the  States  for  a  term  of  years, 
such  exdushre  priyilege  shall  continue  and  be  of  full 
Ibrce  and  effect,  agreeable  to  the  conditions  thereof  until 
such  term  shall  expire." 

BIr.  Laurancb  was  in  sentiment  with  Mr.  Barn- 
WBLL,  and  seconded  his  motion  for  adding  a  pro- 
viscx  as  above. 

Mr.  Clark  objected  to  the  proviso ;  it  was  le- 
^lating  on  a  subject  of  which  the  House  was  en- 
tirely ignorant.  We  do  not  know  how  long  those 
contracts  are  to  exist ;  why  should  we,  then,  in- 
terfere in  a  business  which  we  oufht  not  to  do 
any  thing  about.  We  may  set  aside  the  law,  or 
the  State  may  abrogate  it.  but  in  either  case  the 
proprietors  would  be  entitled  to  a  full  indemnifi- 
eatiooi.    For  his  part,  he  thought  the  House  was 


gettiju^  into  a  maze— the  bill  has  long  been  under 
consioeration,  and  we  seem  to  make  no  prc^esSi^ 
I  could  wish  that  the  whole  bill  was  burie^  and 
that  we  might  hear  no  more  oi  post  offices  and 
post  roads. 

Mr.  VfiNABLE  controverted  the  constitutionality 
of  an  interference  on  the  part  of  Congress  in  re- 
spect to  these  monopolies.  He  observed,  that  Uie 
Constitution  was  totally  silent  on  the  subject  of 
passengers;  it  simply  relates  to  the  transportation 
of  letters.  And  he  conceived  that  the  operation 
of  the  proposition  would  be  to  create  monopolies 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

[It  was  here  contended  that  the  proviso  was  not 
in  order.  The  Speaker  said  it  was  not  in  orders 
An  aiypeal  was  then  made  to  the  House,  whieh 
voted  that  the  proviso  was  in  oider,  ana  it  was 
then  discussed.] 

Mr.  Wadsworth  said  he  was  opposed  to  both 
the  clause  and  the  proviso;  he  conceived  there 
was  no  occasion  for  either.  The  State  of  Con- 
necticut has  granted  exclusive  privileges  to  run 
stages  in  that  State,  but  has  reserved  to  itself  th^ 
power  to  annihilate  those  contracts  at  pleasure: 
and,  whenever  the  General  Government  shjjf 
make  provision  for  transporting  the  mail  on  those 
roads,  those  exclusive  privileges  will  cease ;  an4 
he  did  not  know  but  that  this  was  the  case  in 
other  States. 

Mr.  LivBRMORE  said  the  proviso  was  the  most 
extraordinary  one  he  had  ever  heard  in  his  life— 
we  in  the  first  place,  in  effect,  abrogate  certain 
laws  of  particular  States,  and  then  by  a  proviso 
confirm  those  very  laws. 

Mr.  Lauraiicb  contended  that,  however  extra^ 
ordinary  the  proviso  may  appear,  it  was  strietbf 
proper.  Contracts  are  not  to  be  violated— once 
formed,  they  are  sacred.  The  States  had  s^  riyht 
to  form  those  contracts,  and  to  grant  those  privi- 
leges, and  therefore  the  persons  enjoying  them 
cannot  be  deprived  of  them ;  and  though  the  Gen-» 
eral  Government  has  undoubtedly  a  right  to  take 
the  most  eligible  methods  for  the  transport^tioa 
of  the  mail}  yet  the  rights  of  these  people  owgl^ 
not  to  be  violated. 

Mr«  GcRET  opposed  the  proviso.  It  reeognise4 
the  right  of  the  respective  States  to  pass  such  lawn 
as  the  first  part  of  the  clause  intenos  to  abrogaleL 
not  only  betbre,  but  subsequent  to  the  adoptionof 
the  Constitution,  which  he  conceived  involved  aa 
absurdity.  On  the  general  subject,  he  said,  that 
these  monopolies  were  a  tax,  not  only  on  the  citi-i 
zens  of  other  States,  but  of  every  State  in  the 
Union.  He  conceived  that  no  State  possesses  t)ia 
power  of  taxing  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Benson  remarked,  that  the  proviso  wan 
improper  and  unnecessary.  Should  any  cons^ 
quences  result  from  agreeing  to  the  first  part  of 
the  clause,  they  will  arise  between  the  individual 
claiming  the  privileges  and  the  State  vrhkk 
granted  them,  and  must  be  settled  by  a  judicial 
deoisioa. 

Mr.  Sturobs  said  he  should  vote  in  favov  qf 
the  iHTOviso,  though  he  conceived  that  Congvew 
had  a  right  to  make  such  a  law  as  would,  in  ita 
(^Mffation,  entirely  snpercede  these  coutsaota. 
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firom  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  Ins 
tepciTi  on  the  memorial  of  Benjamin  Lincoln,  in 
b^alf  of  himself,  Cyrus  Griffin,  and  David  Hum- 
phreys, late  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  for  treating  of  peace  with  the 
Southern  tribes  of  Indians.    Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  and  report  be 
referred  to  Mr.  Ames,  Mr.  Boudinot,  and  Mr. 
Stkelb  ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
ted  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon, 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  Li  VERM  ORB,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  George  WebbJtogether 
with  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
thereon,  presented  a  bill  granting  finrther  compen- 
sation to  certain  receivers  of  Continental  taxes ; 
Which  was  received,  and  read  the  first  time. 


Thursday,  January  5. 

A  bill  granting  further  compensation  to  certain 
reieeivers  of  Continental  taxes  was  read  the  second 
lime,  amd  ordered  to  be  committed. 

THE  POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

The  Ho»se  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  which  lay  on  the  table,  ibr  establiahinf  the 
Post  OjQfee  and  Poet  Roads  within  the  United 
States    Whereupon, 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  further  to 

aitiend  the  said  bill,  by  inserting,  after  the 

Motion,  the  following  clause : 

**  And  be  it  foHher  enaeUd,  That  it  shall  be  lawfiil 
ht  the  oaiffiagee^  by  whidi  the  mail  diall  be  conveyed, 
la  receive  pessengen  to  or  from  any  jriaoe  or  plaoee,  and 
lliioagh  any  State  or  Statee,  npon  aU  roede  declared  to 
be  poet  reads,  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States.*' 

Mr.  Clark  objected  to  the  proposition.  He 
tbottght  it  would  give  rise  to  a  contest  between 
tie  State  and  (General  €k)vetnments.  which  he 
#ciiceived  was  unnecessary,  and  haa  better  be 
woided. 

Mr.  Sbitbt  also  objected  to  it.  Before  such  a 
clause  was  agreed  to,  it  certainly  was  incumbent 
Mk  the  gentlemen  in  favor  of  it  to  show  that  the 
f^(tilations  in  the  several  States  which  would  be 
raected  by  it.  had  or  would  obstruct  the  trans- 
portation of  tne  mail.  Except  this  was  made  to 
afipear,  it  ought  to  be  well  considered  how  far  the 
interference  with  those  privileges  would  tend  to 
disturb  the  tranquility  ot  the  (^vernment. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  said  he  had  no  doubts  on  this 
subject.  The  rij^ht  of  Congress  to  send  the  mail 
in  that  way  which  will  be  most  for  the  public 
Advantage,  cannot  be  controverted.  Let  gentle- 
men consider  what  would  be  the  consequence,  if 
Biniilar  monopolies  existed  in  all  the  other  States; 
it  would  entirelv  render  nugatory  the  power  of 
Congress  to  estaUish  post  offices  and  post  roads. 
The  eottiequences  of  this  are  easily  to  be  con- 
ceived. It  b  said,  that  the  persons  vested  with 
^ese  exclusive  privileges  have  contracted  on  as 
Msy  terms  as  the  Postmaster  General  could  have 
4^ntracted  with  any  other  persons ;  but  it  does  not 
follow  that  they  will  not  extort  in  ftiture — it  cer- 
tainly destroy*  all  competition,  and  leaves  the 


Utiited  States  entirely  in  the  power  of  these  pep- 
sons.  He  hoped  that  the  House  would  not  hesi- 
tate to  iKlopt  the  proposition. 

Mr.  Sen ET  replied  to  Mr.  Livbkmorb,  in  a  few 
remarks,  in  which  he  justified  the  States  of  Mary^ 
land  ana  Virginia  for  granting  the  monopolies  m 
question. 

Mr.  Gbrry  said  he  was  in  favor  of  the  proposii* 
tion.  He  asserted  that  the  power  to  estabtiah 
post  roads  was  coeval  with  tnat  of  establishing 
post  offices ;  -if  the  former  power  is  not  in  Con- 
gress^ they  have  already  proceeded  too  fut  in  ex* 
ercismg  tne  latter  power.  It  has  been  said,  that 
the  States  had  a  ri^ht  to  mnt  these  monopduee-i^ 
to  this  he  conceded  that  tney  had,  previous  to  t&e 
adoption  of  the  Constitution ;  but,  in  consequenee 
of  tnat  event,  aU  such  laws  are  null  and  void  of 
course.  It  is  become  necessary  for  Congress  to 
carry  their  power  in  thb  respect  into  execution ; 
for  he  had  oeen  informed,  from  good  authority, 
that  the  Postmaster  General  could  not  contraet 
with  these  persons  upon  the  same  terms  that  he 
could  with  others.  He  instanced  other  incottv»- 
niences  and  disadvantages  resulting  from  this 
situation  of  things,  especially  by  an  unnecessary 
detention  of  the  mail  for  two  days  ervary  week. 
Congress  ought  to  define  and  declare  their  jKiwer^ 
that  those  States  which  have  passed  laws  inoom- 
patiUe  therewith  may  repeal  tnem.  With  respeel 
to  the  power  of  establishing  post  offices,  none  of 
the  States  claim  a  participation  of  that  power; 
and  as  to  the  establishing  {xmC  roads,  if  the  Statea 
possess  any  power  in  that  case.  Congress  certainly 
possesses  concurrent  jpower)  and  therefore  this  G^ 
vemment  may  certainly  mcike  the  necessary  rejr»- 
lations,  where  the  States  have  either  made  im- 
proper regulations,  or  no  reffulations  at  all.  He 
conceived  that  justice  to  iiraividuals,  and  to  the 
United  States,  rendered  it  absolutely  necessary  for 
Congress  to  exercise  the  power. 

Mr.  NiLEs  inquired,  what  is  the  import  of  the 
present  question  ?  Is  it  not,  sir,  whether  you  may 
carry  your  mail  through  any  of  the  States,  on 
toot,  on  horseback,  or  in  a  stage  coach  ?  It  is  not 
contended  that  any  law  of  any  State  can,  consti- 
tutionally, prevent  this.  The  States,  by  adopting 
the  Constitution,  have  ceded  their  right  to  you, 
and  of  course  divested  themselves  of  all  rig^t  to 
prevent  you  from  exercising  it.  But,  sir,  the  ques- 
tion is  simply,  whether  Congress  have  a  nght  to 
authorize  the  carrier  of  the  mail  to  carry  passen- 
gersj  on  hire,  through  those  States  where  an  ex- 
clusive right  of  carrying  passengers  for  hire  has 
been  granted  by  the  State  Government,  and  still 
exists.  You  are  empowered  by  the  Constitution 
to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads,  and  to  do 
whatever  may  be  neceBsary  and  proper  to  carry 
that  power  into  efi*ect.  Now,  sir  is  it  necessary, 
in  order  to  the  transportation  of  your  mail,  that 
you  should  erect  stage-coaches  for  the  purpcMe  of 
transporting  passengers?  What  has  your  mail  to 
do  with  J>as8engers  transported  for  hire?  Why, 
sir,  nothing  more  than  tnis — by  granting  to  the 
carrier  of  your  mail  a  right  to  carry  passengers  for 
hire,  the  carriage  of  the  mail  may  be  a  little  lesa 
expensive.    Does  this  consideratioii  render  it  M- 
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ce$8ary  and  proper  fi»  you  to  Yiolate  the  laws  of 
the  States?    If  not^  you  will,  by  so  doing,  violate 
their  rights,  and  overleap  the  bounds  of  your  own. 
This  mattes  inoy  occasion  a  legal  a4judication, 
in  order  to  which  the  Judiciary  must  determine, 
whether  you  have  a  consHiuUonal  r%^  to  esta- 
blish thb  regulation,  and  this  will  depend  on  the 
question  wb^ther  it  be  nece$$ary  and  proper,    A 
cnriotts  diterttwnary  law  question !    Such  a  one 
as  I  presume  never  entered  the  thou^t  of  the 
Slates  when  they  adopted  the  Constitution.    But, 
sit,  if  the  trifling  pecuniary  saving  proposed  by 
this  legulation,  entitles,  it  to  the  character  of  an^ 
casaory  one,  or,  in  the  sense  of  the  Constitution,  a 
proper  one,  ana  so  a  constitutional  one,  what  may 
nat  Congn»s  do  under  the  idea  of  propriety!    it 
may  be  proper^  for  the  sake  of  a  more  advanta- 
notts  contract  for  carrying  the  mail,  to  authorize 
ue  carrier  to  erect  ferry-lnats,  for  the  transporta- 
tion both  of  the  mail  and  oi  passen^ers-^or  to 
Slant  the  right  of  driving  herds  of  catUe  over  toll 
Endges  aiui  turnpike  roads,  toll  free,  in  violation 
both  of  legal  and  prescriptive  rifphts — to  erect  postn 
kouMs  under  peculiar  regulationa,  and  with  ex- 
olttsive  right.    What,  sir,  may  not  be  construed  as 
proper  to  he  done  by  Confess?   Under  this  idea, 
the  whole  powers  vested  m  Congress  by  the  Con- 
atitutioa  will  be  found  in  the  mafic  w<m  proper; 
aad  the  States  might  have  spared  as  nugatorv,  all 
their  deliberations  on  the  Constitution,  and  have 
constituted  a  Congress,  with  ffeneral  authority  ta 
le^^islate  on  every  subject,  and  in  any  manner  it 
mght  think  vroptr.    What  rights,  then,  remain 
to>  &e  Statesf    ]>ione,  sir,  but  the  empty  denonur 
nation  of  Republican  Cbveraments.    1  consider 
tiie  proposition  as  an  attack  upon  the  rights  of  the 
St^ca,  and  shall  therefore  give  my  vote  against  it 
Mr.  Bahnwbll  said  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  con- 
stitutionality of  the  proposition;  but  he  was  of 
opinion  that  the  present  was  not  the  most  elij^ihle 
time  to  exercise  the  power.  Still  he  was  of  opuiion 
Uiat  Conjg^eas  ought  now  to  declare  that  it  would 
exercise  it  at  the  expiration  of  the  contracts  which 
at  present  exist  between  particular  States  and 
individuals,  and  he  moved  a  proviso  to  that  effect, 
as  follows: 

**'  Provided,  That  whenever  any  exclusive  privil^e 
of  conveying  passengers  for  hire  in  stage  carriages^  on 
anv  of  the  roads  established  by  this  law,  hath  been  here- 
torore  granted  by  any  of  the  States  for  a  term  of  yean, 
such  exclusive  privilege  shall  continue  and  be  of  full 
Ibrce  and  effect,  agreewbie  to  the  conditions  thereof,  until 
such  term  shall  expire." 

Mr.  Laurancb  was  in  sentiment  with  Mr.  Barn- 
WBLL,  and  seconded  his  motion  for  adding  a  pro- 
visa  as  above. 

Mr.  Clark  objected  to  the  proviso ;  it  was  le- 
g[blating  on  a  subject  of  which  the  House  was  en- 
tirely ignorant.  We  do  not  know  how  long  those 
contracts  are  to  exist ',  why  should  we,  then,  ia- 
terfere  in  a  business  which  we  oufht  not  to  do 
any  thing  about.  We  may  set  aside  the  law,  or 
the  State  may  abrogate  it.  but  in  either  case  the 
proprietors  would  be  entitled  to  a  full  indemnifi- 
eation.    For  his  part,  he  thought  the  House  was 


gettiju^  into  a  maze— the  bill  has  long  been  under 
consideration,  and  we  seem  to  make  no  proffressi^ 
I  could  wish  that  the  whole  bill  was  buriec^  and 
that  we  might  hear  no  more  oi  post  offices  and 
post  roads. 

Mr.  VfiNABLE  controverted  the  constitutionality 
of  an  interference  on  the  part  of  Congress  in  re- 
spect to  these  monopolies.  He  observed,  that  the 
Constitution  was  totally  silent  on  the  subject  of 
passengers;  it  simply  relates  to  the  transportation 
of  letters.  And  he  conceived  that  the  operation 
of  the  proposition  would  be  to  create  monopolies 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

[It  was  here  contended  that  the  proviso  was  not 
in  order.  The  Speaker  said  it  was  not  in  order^ 
An  appeal  was  then  made  to  the  House,  whieh 
voted  that  the  proviso  was  in  order,  ana  it  was 
then  discussed.] 

Mr.  Wadsworth  said  he  was  oj^posed  to  both 
the  clause  and  the  proviso;  he  conceived  there 
was  no  occasion  for  either.  The  State  ofCon- 
Becticut  has  granted  exclusive  privileges  to  run 
stages  in  that  State,  but  has  reserved  to  itself  th^ 
power  to  annihilate  those  contracts  at  pleasure : 
and,  whenever  the  General  Government  shalf 
make  provision  for  transpiorting  the  mail  on  those 
roads,  those  exclusive  privileges  wiU  cease ;  an4 
he  did  not  know  but  that  this  was  the  case  in 
other  States. 

Mr.  Lr?ERM0RE  said  the  proviso  was  the  most 
extraordinary  one  he  had  ever  heard  in  his  life— 
we  in  the  first  place,  in  effect,  abrogate  certain 
laws  of  particular  States,  and  then  by  a  proviso 
eon^rm  those  very  laws. 

Mr.  Laurancb  contended  that,  however  extra^ 
ordinary  the  proviso  may  appear,  it  was  strictly 
proper.  Contracts  are  not  to  be  violated^— once 
ibrmed,  they  are  sacred.  The  States  had  9,  riyht 
to  form  those  contracts,  and  to  grant  those  privi- 
leges, and  therefore  the  persons  enjoying;  them 
cannot  be  deprived  of  them ;  and  though  the  Gen-» 
eral  Government  has  undoubtedly  a  right  to  tafce^ 
the  most  eligible  methods  for  the  transnortatio^ 
of  the  mailj  yet  the  rights  of  these  people  oughl 
not  to  be  violated. 

Mr.  GfiB&Y  ofj^poted  the  proviso.  It  reeogniee4 
the  right  of  the  respective  States  to  past  such  lawn 
as  the  first  part  of  the  clause  intenoi  to  ahrogaleL 
not  only  beibre,  but  subsequent  to  the  adoptionof 
the  Constitution,  which  he  conceived  iuTorred  aa 
absurdity.  On  the  general  subject,  he  said,  that 
these  monopolies  were  a  tax,  not  only  oo  the  citin 
zens  of  other  States,  but  of  every  State  in  tUb^ 
Union.  He  conceived  that  no  State  possesses  the 
power  of  taxing  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Benson  remarked,  that  the  proviso  wan 
ioEiproper  and  unnecessary.  Should  any  oons^ 
quences  result  from  agreeing  to  the  first  part  of 
the  clause,  they  will  arise  between  the  individual 
claiming  the  privileges  and  the  State  whiek. 
granted  them,  and  must  be  settled  by  a  judicial 
deoision. 

Mr.  Sturobb  said  he  should  vote  in  favov  qf 
the  iHTOviso,  though  he  conceived  that  Co^greaa 
had  a  right  to  make  such  a  law  as  would,  in  ita 
operation,  entirely  supercede  these  coutiaota. 
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Mr.  FiNDLBY  was  opposed  to  the  proviso,  be- 
cause it  was  legislating  on  improper  principles,  or 
rather  no  principles  whatever ;  for  we  know  no- 
thing about  those  contracts. 

On  the  question  being  put,  to  agree  to  the  said 
proviso,  by  way  of  amendment  to  the  said  clause. 
It  passed  m  the  negative— Yeas  14,  Nays  43,  as 
follows : 

YiASw — Abraham  Baldwin,  Robert  Barnwell,  Samuel 
Chiffin,  Daniel  Hugv,  John  Laurance,  James  Madison, 
William  Vans  Murray,  Joshua  Seney,  William  Smith, 
Samuel  Steirett,  Jonathan  Sturges,  Thomas  Sumpter, 
George  Thatcher,  and  John  Vining. 

Natb4 — Fisher  Ames,  John  Baptist  Ashe,  Egbert 
Benson,  Elias  Boudinot,  Sheaijashub  Bourne,  Benja- 
mhi  Bourne,  John  Brown,  Abraham  Clark,  William 
Findley,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  Elbridge  Gerry,  William 
B.  GilM,  Nicholas  Gilman,  James  Gordon,  Andrew 
Gregg,  William  Ba^iy  Grove,  Daniel  Heister,  Israel 
Jacobs,  PhiUp  K^,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John  W.  Kittera, 
Amasa  Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Samuel  Livermore, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augustus 
Muhlenberg,  Nati^aniel  Niles,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker, 
Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel 
Smith,  John  Steele,  Peter  Silvester,  Thomas  Tredwell, 
Abraham  Venable,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Artemas 
Ward,  Anthony  Wayne,  Alexander  White,  Hugh  Wil- 
liamson, and  Francis  Willis. 

And  then  the  question  being  put  to  agree  to  the 
said  amendment  first  proposed,  it  passed  in  the 
negative — Yeas  25,  Nays  33,  as  follows : 

YiASw — Fisher  Ames,  Egbert  Benson,  Sheaijashub 
Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  William  Findley,  Thomas 
Fitzsimons,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Nicholas  Gilman,  James 
Goidon,  Andrew  Gregg,  Daniel  Huger,  John  W.  Kit- 
tera, John  Laurance,  Amasa  Learned,  Samuel  Jjiver- 
more,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlen- 
berg, William  Staiith,  John  Steele,  Jonathan  Sturges, 
Peter  Sylvester,  George  Thatcher,  John  Vining,  Jere- 
miah Wadsworth,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

Nats<— >John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Ro- 
bert Barnwell,  Elias  Boudinot,  John  Brown,  Abraham 
Clark,  WiUiam  B.  Giles,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Barry 
Cht>ve,  Daniel  Heister,  Israel  Jacobs,  Philip  Key,  Aaron 
Kitchell,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  James  Madison,  Andrew 
Moore,  William  Vans  Murray,  Nathaniel  Niles,  John 
Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker,  Joshua 
Seney,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett, 
Thomas  Sumpter,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor 
Tucker,  Abraham  Venable,  Anthony  Wayne,  Alex- 
ander White,  Hugh  Williamson,  and  Francis  Willis. 

And  then  the  said  bill  being  further  amended, 
it  was.  toother  with  the  amendments  thereto, 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time 
on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Ames,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  he  memorial  of  Benjamin  Lincoln,  in 
behalf  of  himself,  Cyrus  Griffin,  and  David  Hum- 

eireys,  late  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  the 
nited  States  for  treating  of  peace  with  the 
Southern  tribes  of  Indians,  made  a  report ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  of  Daniel  Freer  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  the  renewal  of  certain 
loan  office  certificates,  which  were  destroyed  by 
Are.  Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to 
examine  the  same,  and  report  thereon  to  the  House. 


Friday,  January  6. 
JOHN  CHURCHMAN. 

A  motion  bein^  made  that  the  petition  of  Johit 
Churchman,  which  lay  on  the  table,  be  referred  to 
a  select  committee — 

Mr.  Williamson  objected  to  the  reference* 
He  remarked  generally  that  the  subject  had  alr^ndy 
been  before  Congress,  and  had  consumed  mucA 
time.  In  the  Senate,  he  understood,  it  had  not 
received  much  attention.  With  respect  to  the 
prosperous  state  of  the  finances,  on  wnich  the  pe- 
titioner appear  to  found  his  hope^  he  would  not 
Eretend  to  determine  the  state  of  the  Treasury } 
ut  if  it  was  full  and  flowing,  he  conceived  theie 
were  other  expeditions  which  would  call  for  all 
the  money  we  had  to  spare. 

Mr.  Page  moved  that  the  memorial  should  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee  without  opposition,  as 
the  ingenuity  of  the  memorialist,  and  the  import- 
ance of  the  objects  he  had  in  view,  entitle  him  to 
the  attention  of  the  House.  He  had  presented  the 
memorial  to  the  House  last  week,  at  the  desire  of 
the  memorialist,  and  had  moved  that  it  should  lie 
on  the  table  for  the  consideration  of  members. 
That  one  object  of  the  memorialist  could  not  so 
well  be  stated  to  the  House  as  to  a  committee, 
where  numbers  of  his  papers  and  calculations 
might  be  examined ;  that  if  he  should  attempt  to  do 
Mr.  Churchman  justice  in  the  House,  he  miffht  be 
charged  with  affectation,  or  he  might  not  be  neard, 
or  if  heard,  he  might  not  be  sufficiently  under- 
stood.   He  therefore  hoped  that  the  memorial 
miffht  be  referred  to  a  select  committee.  In  reply 
to  Mr.  WiLUAMSON,  he  was  sorry  to  find  that  a 
gentleman,  whose  name  stood  on  the  list  of  philoso- 
phers, instead  of  aiding  him  in  countenancing  a 
philosophical  inquiry,  should  oppose  even  his  mo- 
tion that  the  House  would  refer  it  to  the  consider- 
ation of  a  select  committee.    He  had  not  presum- 
ed to  say  that  there  was  money  in  the  Treasury 
to  be  spared  for  such  purposes,  or  that  even  if  we 
had  money,  that  we  had  a  right  to  give  it  to  Mr» 
Churchman,  if  he  should  prove  the  truth  of  his 
theorv;  nor  had  he  said  that  Mr.  Churchman 
would  find  the  magnetic  pole.  He  had  onl^  affirm- 
ed that  Mr.  Churchman's  ingenuity,  which  was 
acknowledged  bv  many  competent  judges,  and  the 
importance  of  tne  objects  he  had  in  view,  one  of 
which  the  member  himself  confessed  deserved  at- 
tention, and  the  other  was  confessed  by  several 
philosophers  and  learned  societies  in  Europe,  de- 
served the  attention  of  the  House.  Sir,  added  Mr. 
P.,  I  affirm,  since  I  am  thus  compelled  to  support 
my  motion,  that  Mr.  Churchman's  theory,  whe- 
ther he  shall  be  able  to  find  by  his  proposed  /oy- 
age  the  magnetic  pole  or  not,  is  a  proof  of  his  in- 
ffenuity,  and  is  preferable  to  that  of  the  great 
Ralley.    The  latter  supposed  four  magnetic  poles,, 
and  tnat  they  resided  within  the  bowels  of  the 
earth;  the  former  supposes  but  two,  and  that  one 
of  them  is  in  the  neighborhood  of  one  of  the  United 
States,  and  within  the  reach  of  the  fishing  voyages 
of  another.    Since  Dr.  Halley's  theory  has  b^n 
exploded  which  did  not  Ions  account  for  the  varia- 
tion of  variation,  as  it  is  csuled,  and  which  he  ex- 
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plained  by  an  h^rpothesis  which  has  been  called 
eztrava^nt,  as  it  supposed  the  earth  a  hollow 
shell,  with  a  nucleus  within,  revolvinff  freely,  and 
carrying  round  it  the  four  points  which  he  sujp- 
posed  attracted  the  magnetic  needle,  and  gaye  it 
Its  direction — no  theory,  except  Mr.  C.'s,  has  been 
offered  to  the  world,  which  solves  so  many  phe- 
nomena of  the  variation  of  the  needle,  and  oids 
fair  to  be  of  real  use.  I  assisted  (by  the  invitation  of 
one  of  the  committee  of  the  first  Congress  at  New 
York,  to  whom  Mr.  C.'s  memorial  was  referred) 
in  the  examination  of  his  theory  respecting  the 
finding  the  longitude  of  any  place  whose  latitude 
is  known,  and  where  the  variation  is  known,  and 
I  put  it  to  the  test  in  this  maimer.  I  gave  Cook's 
▼oyaffes  to  one  of  the  committee,  and  desired  him 
to  teii  me  the  latitude  of  any  place  and  the  variation 
found  there,  and  I  calculated  what  the  longitude 
ought  to  be  according  to  the  theory,  and  constant- 
ly found  it  to  be  nearly  that  stated  in  the  voyage. 
The  committee  compiured  Mr.  C.'s  calculations  of 
the  longitude  which  they  demanded  of  him,  with 
that  given  by  Cooke,  and  found  a  wonderful  agree- 
ment ;  and  I  have  since  seen  many  of  Mr.  C.'s 
comparisons  of  this  sort,  which  agree  with  obser- 
vations so  nearly,  as  to  justify  my  assertion  that 
the  theory  shows  the  iuj^nuity  of  Mr.  C;  and  I 
will  add,  that  although  it  may  not  be  generally 
applied  to  finding  the  longitude,  because  of  the 
amallness  of  variation  in  some  places,  and  other 
circumstances,  vet  it  may  be  usea  in  manv  places, 
if  the  truth  of  the  theory  be  once  establisned;  ana 
whatever  can  contribute  to  the  discovery  of  longi- 
tude at  sea  must  be  worthy  of  encouragement. 
But  granting  that  the  variation  of  the  needle  could 
not  be  applied  to  the  discovery  of  the  longitude  at 
sea,  yet  an  easy  and  certain  method  of  finding  the 
variation  is  a  most  desirable  thing,  and  of  great 
oonsequence  to  geography,  navigation,  and  survey- 
ing; and  if  Mr.  C/s  theory  be  true,  not  only  the 
variation,  but  the  alteration  of  that  variation,  will 
be  found  by  an  easy  calculation  at  any  place  whose 
longitude  and  latitude  are  known,  and  for  any 

S'ven  tiipe ;  and  he  puts  the  truth  of  his  theory  to 
,e  test,  which  few  theorists  have  been  willing  to 
do,  of  a  single  experiment — a  voyage  to  Baffin's 
Bay.  The  United  States  need  not  l^  ashamed  to 
encourage  the  memorialist;  the  British  Parliament 
encouraged  voyages  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  Hal- 
ley's  theory;  and,  if  I  mistake  not,  when  that  was 
aliandoned,  it  was  supposed  the  poles  of  the  earth 
influenced  the  needle;  the  Parliament  offered 
twenty  thousand  pounds  to  any  one  who  would  go 
to  the  North  pole,  and  at  the  expense  of  their  Cro- 
vemment  the  attempt  has  been  made.  But  Mr.  C. 
only  requires  that  a  voyage  be  made  within  four- 
teen degrees  of  that  pole ;  and  all  I  have  asked  is, 
that  his  memorial  be  referred  to  a  committee  to 
examine  his  theory,  his  calculations,  and  vouchers, 
respecting  the  probability  of  its  truth,  and  the  rea- 
sonableness of  his  petition.  If  the  committee  should 
think  his  theory  worthy  of  the  experiment,  he  pro- 
poses to  establish  its  truth ;  and  if  this  House 
should  not  think  Congress  authorized  to  erant 
money  for  that  purpose,  they  may  recommend  Mr. 
C  and  his  theory  to  th«  patronage  of  the  Legisla- 


tures of  the  sister  States,  whose  authority  and 
ability  to  enable  the  memorialist  to  prosecute  his 
inquiries  cannot  be  doubted,  any  more  than  ^eir 
readiness  to  listen  to  a  recommendation  so  worthy 
of  Congress.  On  the  other  hand,  should  the  com- 
mittee be  of  opinion  that  Mr.  C.'s  is  a  wild  project, 
and  that  his  petition  ought  to  be  rejected,  let  the 
House,  if  satisfied  with  their  report,  confirm  it  by 
their  unanimous  vote.  Where  then  is  the  danger 
of  referring  the  memorial  to  the  consideration  of  a 
committee  ?  But  if  the  House  reject  the  motion 
for  a  reference,  and  the  ingenious  memorialist  be 
obliged  to  apply  to  foreign  countries,  whose  learn- 
ed societies  have  alread)r  applauded  his  theory, 
and  should  there  meet  with  encouragement,  ana 
be  enabled  to  establish  its  truth,  may  we  not  oe  in 
danger  of  incurring  the  censure  of  the  liberal  and 
enlightened  world  ? 

IVfr.  Clark  made  some  observations  on  the  sub- 
ject. He  said  that  the  variation  of  the  needle  was 
already  sufficiently  understood  bv  all  land  sur- 
veyors, otherwise  they  were  not  nt  for  their  busi- 
ness ;  and  with  regard  to  any  discoveries  by  sea, 
he  had  little  hopes  from  them,  after  all  the  fruit- 
less attempts  which  have  been  made  by  the  ablest 
navigators  and  philosophers  of  Europe. 

Mr.  Seney  said,  that  there  was  a  degree  of  at- 
tention due  to  all  applications  from  men  of  genius, 
and  as  Mr.  C's  memorial  comes  supported  by 
many  respectable  vouchers,  it  ought  certainly  to 
be  referred  to  a  committee ;  if  Congress  should 
not  deem  it  proper  to  give  him  the  aid  he  requires 
at  present,  perhaps  it  may  be  recommended  to  the 
next  House  to  anord  him  encouragement. 

Mr.  Williamson  said,  it  was  the  very  same  pe- 
tition which  had  been  before  Congress  the  last 
session,  when  there  were  only  three  or  four  mem- 
bers wno  appeared  to  support  it 

Mr.  Page  said  it  was  not  out  of  order  to  recon- 
sider the  subject;  and  to  condemn  it  rashly,  with- 
out a  proper  investigation,  would  be  to  render 
Congress  ndiculous  in  the  eyes  of  the  world. 

Mr.  Murray  hoped  the  Efouse  would  appoint  a 
committee.  He  was  not  in  Congress  when  this 
subject  was  before  decided  against.  This  was  a 
question  on  which  he  was  incompetent  to  decide, 
but  he  could  feel  sufficiently  for  the  literary  re- 
putation of  the  House,  and  the  great  interest  of 
science,  to  believe,  that  to  commit  the  matter  to 
a  committee  would  best  comport  with  the  dignity 
of  the  subject.  Something  more  than  was  then 
submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress,  is  now 
brought  forward;  at  least  Mr.  Churchman  so  al- 
leges. Let  those  gentlemen  who  wish  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  gratifying  a  laudable  curiositv  be 
inaulged.  When  a  man  of  science  comes  here 
with  supposed  discoveries  hot  the  active  sciences, 
we  owe  It  to  the  subject,  to  ourselves,  and  to  hu- 
man nature,  to  give  nis  propositions  fair  play  and 
mature  consideration.  We  cannot  do  this  with- 
out a  reference  to  a  committee.  We  ou^ht  to  be 
cautious  how  we  hastily  decide  on  the  views  and 
experiments  of  philosophical  applicants,  and  ought 
to  take  warning  from  tne  disgrace  of  other  nations 
whom  history  has  held  up  for  their  premature  re- 
jection of  enterprises  and  schemes  oi  science.  Co* 
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LUM  BUS  himself^  to  whom  we  owe  our  eoaiUcy, 
traveOed  about,  a  philosophical  va^^ahood,  through 
maay  Courts  of  Europe,  and  met  with  patronage 
at  iftst  out  of  his  own  country.  There  may  be 
nothing  solid  in  tlus  project^  scheme,  but  let 
gentlemen  be  indulged — it  will  be  most  decent. 

The  (jfuestion  for  referring  being  taken,  it  was 
carried  m  the  affirmatiye  by  a  large  majority,  and 
a  select  cooanutteeappointed. 

Mr^  Paob,  Mr.  Wa.»6wobtb,  and  Mr.  Wayns, 
were  a|q[>ointed  said  committee. 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT,  Ac 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  relative  to 
the  election  of  a  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  declaring  the  officer  who 
shall  act  as  President^  in  case  (»^ vacancies  in  the 
offices  both  of  President  and  Vice  President: 
whereupon,  Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  together 
with  the  amendments  thereto,  be  recommitted  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  Laubance^  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  to  ascertain 
and  regulate  the  claims  to  half-pav,  and  to  invalid 
pensions;  which  was  received  ana  read  twice  and 
committed. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  report 
of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memo- 
rial of  Benjamin  Lincoln,  in  behalf  of  himself^ 
Cyrus  Griffikn,  and  David  Humphreys,  late  Com- 
missicmers  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  for 
treating  of  neace  with  the  Southern  tribes  of  In- 
dians, togetner  with  the  report  of  the  Secretory  of 
War  thereupon;  and,  after  debate,  an  adjoum- 
m^t  was  called  lor  and  carried. 


Monday,  January  9> 

THE  POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

The  bill  to  establiBh  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads 
in  the  United  States  was  read  the  third  time, 
lifr.  Mqbray  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  m  order 
to  amend  the  section  respeetiBg  newspapers,  by 
vedueing  the  postage  on  them  to  a  half  cent 
Soma  oppositioQ  was  made  to  this  motion,  and  the 
qvettion  Deing  puit  it  was  negiUived. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  fill  up  the  blanks. 
The  Uaak  for  the  term  of  the  contract  was  filled 
with  ^five  years."  Penalty  for  obstructing  the 
transportation  of  the  mail,  (100.  For  negligence 
on  the  part  of  Z3uj  ferryman,  by  which  me  mail 
may  be  delayed,  (10  for  every  half  hour.  Adver- 
tisement for  contract  to  be  published  twelve  weeks. 
The  blank  for  the  Postmaster  General's  salary 
in»filled  with  (2.000^  that  of  the  assistant,  (1,000. 
The  new  rates  of  postage  to  commence  the  first 
day  of  March  next  Penalty  for  exactinfl  a  greater 
rate  of  postage  than  that  established  by  law.  (100. 
Penalty  fbr  setting  np  posts  for  carrying  letters, 
dec, in  opposkion  to  the  General  Post  Office,  (200; 
for  ooatmuing  so  to  offi^nd,  (900  per  week.  For 
the  depoty  postmasters'  neglect  to  account  with 
the  Postmaster  Geaoral  for  wsv  letters,  (100.  Pe- 
nalty fot  unlawftdly  opening,  oetaining,  or  eiftbca- 
siing  lettera,  packets,  4c^  by  any  person  in.  the 


Post  Office  Department^  (300,  or  imprLsoamentfor 
six  months.  For  quitting  and  deserting  the  mail, 
so  that  it  should  not  rea^  its  destination  in  sea- 
son, (100.  For  carrying  letters,  contrary  to  the 
provisions  of  the  law,  (^.  The  compensation  to 
any  deputy  postmaster  not  to  exceed  20  per  cent 
on  the  postage,  and  in  no  one  instance  to  exceed 

dollars;  1,500, 2,000,  and  2,$00  ddlars,  were 

severally  propeised  to  fill  this  blank;  after  some 
debate,  2,500  and  2,000  were  put  and  negatived; 
1^950  were  then  proposed:  the  debate  oa  the  mo- 
tion was  renewed,  and  continued  till  the  time  of 
adjournment,  which  took  place  without  a  decision^ 


Tuesday,  January  16. 

A  memorial  of  Gieor^  Turner,  one  of  the  Judges 
in  and  over  the  Territory  of  the  United  States 
Northwest  of  the  Ohio,  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  praying  a  revision  of  the  ordinance  for 
the  government  of  the  said  Territory,  and  also  an 
increase  of  compensation  to  the  Judges  the(reo£ 
Referred  to  Mr.  Livsbmobs,  Mr.  La^uranob,  Mr. 
White,  Mr.  Wiluamson.  and  Mi.  Smith,  of 
South  Carolina;  that  they  ao  examine  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion 
thereupon,  to  the  House. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded, 

«  That  Ute  Societety  of  War  be  inelnMtod  to  lay  ba*> 
fofe  this  House  an  aecorate  statamsiit  of  all  aacettaiiied 
bafauKcS  of  pay ,  whidi  appeas  by  tfaa  books  of  the  Unitad 
States  to  be  doe  to  ^  officen  and  aQidieia  of  the  kit 
Army  of  the  United  BtataSy  and  whu^  still  remain  either 
unolaimed»  or  daiined  and  unpaid,  togetbei  with  the 
reasons .  for  withholding  payment  from  those  who  may 
have  raspoctivaly  miteied  claims  theiefoc ;" 

Orderedj  That  the  said  motion  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Wadbworth,  Mr.  Qilcs,  and  Mr.  Sbutb,  of 
New  Hampshire;  that  they  do  examine  the  mat^ 
ter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion 
thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  fill  up  the  remaining 
blanks  in  the  bul  to  establish  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  of  the  United  States;  which  was  then 
read  a  third  time  and  passed* 

PETITION  OP  CATHARINE  GREENE. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  Report  of  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury  on  the  petition  of  Catharine 
Greene,  relict  of  the  late  General  Greene. 

The  ol](ject  of  the  petition  is  to  obtain  an  in- 
demnification from  the  United  States  a^g;ainst  cer- 
tain engagements  which  were  entered  into  by  her 
husband,  the  deceased  Major  Greneral  Nathaniel 
Grreene^  while  commanding  officer  in  the  South- 
ern Department;  and  for  the  circumstances  on 
which  it  is  founded,  refers  to  a  representation  of 
the  32d  August.  1785,  which  was  then  made  by 
the  said  General  Greene  to  Congress. 

The  petition  is  accompanied  by  a  number  of 
vouchers,  arranged  in.  alphabetical  order  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  his  Report;  irom 
all  which  he  draws  the  following  conclusion: 

**  That  strong  and  eztraordmaiy  motivaa  of  natiimai 
gratitade  tor  the  vciy  signal  and  important  servioes  ren* 
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Anred  by  General  Ghreene  to  his  eoontiy,  nrast  serre  to 
fg^  a  keener  sting  to  the  regret,  which  omght  eter  to 
attend  the  necessity  of  a  strict  adherence  to  claims  of 
puMie  poKoj,  in  o|^os&tktn  to  daina  founded  on  nsefol 
anlB  of  aeal  for  tiie  pnblio  eerviee^  if  no  meaBo  of  pn>- 
teoling  from  indigence  and  penary  tiie  fondly  of  that 
most  meritorionB  officer  rimll,  upon  ssamiaation,  be 
found  admisabW 

Mr.  Watnb  rose  and  gare  his  raison»  for  sap- 
porting  the  petition,  as  fmlows: 

Mr.  Chairman:  It  may  not  be  improper  to  men- 
tioB  the  motires  that  impel  me  to  wish  a  fertmiate 
iisae  to  the  ckdm  now  under  consideration  of  this 
Committoe,  wliich  I  most  ako  oier  as  an  apology 
for  the  part  I  have  taken,  or  that  I  may  eventn- 
aUy  tiUce,  in  support  of  the  claim.  From  my  first 
iBteffTiew  with  Omeffal  Qtoene  unlil  the  monM»t 
flf  Ms  disserfution,  we  always  lived  in  the  strictest 
habits  of  fiiendship  and  confidence.  He  was  an 
officer  with  whom  I  had  participated  in  almost 
OTcry  vicissitude  of  fortune,  (in  many  a  well-tried 
field,)  from  the  frozen  waters  of  the  North  to  the 
hnniing  sands  of  the  Sooth.  He  was  a  mam  whose 
rittaes  nkl  talents  I  knew  and  revered;  his  noMe 
SMtl  wo«M  have  revolted  at  the  idea  of  imposi- 
tion. He  never  would  have  oflbred  in  a  claim  to 
Confess,  but  upon  the  purest  principles  of  honor 
and  justice,  i  was  a  witness  to  the  pressing  ne^ 
ceessity  that  cfnhpelled  him  to  beoome  the  surety^ 
for  whieh  indemnity  is  now  claimed^  He  did 
what  I  would  have  done,  (as  seednd  in  command,) 
had  he  been  absent  at  that  trying  crisis.  The  claim 
I  know  to  be  iust,  and  I  am  decidedly  a£  opinion 
that  he  was  mrawn  into  that  security  from  the 
situation  in  which  he  was  placed  by  Congress, 
$iB  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Soutliem  D^wrt- 
oMent.  Under  these  impassions^  I  beg  leave  to 
seabmit  to  the  consideration  of  this  Committee  tkit 
roBohitimis  now  in  my  hand,  and  doubt  not  of 
their  concurrent  support. 

•'lU9tfh>edya8tkeopiniancfthUC(mmitteefTb»tihe 
Mfate  of  the  late  Bfojor  Gkneral  Nathaniel  Greene  ought 
to  be  indemnified  for  and  on  aoeomtt  of  the  engagements 
MitMed  into  by  thai  General  with  eertahi  pereens  in  the 
State  of  South  Oarotma^  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
aiqpflies  for  the  Amencan  Armj,  in  ^  year  1788)  and 
tbat    ■  be  granted  to  the  Ezeoutois  of  the  estate 

of  die  late  Major  General  Nathaniel  QieeaiB,  for  thsit 
purpose^ 

t*  Msaohed,  That  a  ooaimittee  be  a|q[>oittted  to  bring  in 
a  bill  in  conformity  to  the  foregoing  resolution.'' 

Mr.  BouDiifcr  said,  there  was  no  greater  friend 
to  the  memory  of  General  Greene  than  he  was, 
nor  any  person  more  anxious  to  have  justice  done 
to  his  widow  and  fttmily;  but  he  was  apprehen^ 
sive  that  the  resolution  proposed  by  the  worthy 
gentleman  who  had  first  brought  fbrward  this 
subject  was  not  drawn  up  in  such  a  manner  as 
«n  msute  it  a  passage  through  both  Houses  of 
Congress.  He  wished,  therefore,  that  it  should 
be  80  expressed  as  to  prevent  any  tedious  discus- 
sion, ana  at  the  same  time  do  ample  justice.  The 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  puts  the 
subject  on  the  best  footing.  The  motives  which 
M  him  to  make  the  contract  were,  first,  the  p«b- 
tio  good ;  and  perhaps,  secondly,  to  serve  nis  fhend, 


Mr.  Burnett,  because  he  wi»  his  Aid^le^Camp,  and 
he  wished  to  put  him  in  the  way  of  being  esta* 
blished  in  business  ailer  the  war;  out  Mr.  Bumeft 
was  never  in  any  other  way  connected  with  Gene* 
ral  Greene  than  as  a  young  man  brought  up  m  the 
family,  whom  he  wished  to  patronize. 

After  a  few  other  observations,  Mr.  BornnroT 
moved  to  sCril»  ovt  the  preamUe  of  the  resection 
proposed  by  Mr.  Waynb,  and  to  wlopt  words 
nearly  in  substance  as  foDows: 

**Re9ohed^  That  it  is  becoming  the  dignity  of  Con- 
gress to  make  compensation  for  the  widow  and  orphans 
of  die  late  Major  General  Greene,  who  so  glonously 
served  his  country ;  and  that  they  be  indemnified  for 
the  less  which  hk  estate  is  likely  to  sustain  by  his  haf^ 
ing  entered  into  certain  bonds  for  supplying  the  8oufi»- 
em  amy  with  rations  andclothiBgy  at  a  time  when  they 
were  threatening  to  disperse." 

Mr.  FiNOLBT  observed,  that  on  the  question  as 
it  is  now  stated,  the  Committee  have  a  choice  of 
three  alternatives;  the  claim  may  be  rejected,  a 
pension  or  gratuitv  may  be  granted  to  the  amount, 
or  the  claim  of  tne  petition  may  be  granted  as  a 
matter  of  right,  upon  the  ibotin^  of  its  own  merits 
by  a  special  law,  as  all  authorized  claims  which 
Congress  grant  are  given.  Claims  for  which  the 
standing  laws  are  competent,  do  not  come  before 
us.  I  am  in  forvor  of  the  last  ahemative.  I  am 
against  rejecting  the  petition;  because,  as  the  fkcts 
are  stated  in  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  General  Greene  putting  himself  in  this 
situation  of  risk  was  from  the  most  public-spirited 
motive:  it  was  to  support  the  public  interest  at  a 
most  important  crisis,  when  me  weU-being,  if  not 
the  existence  of  the  Southern  army  was  at  stake, 
as  well  as  the  security  of  the  infatieibitants.  If  a 
Commander-in-Chief  of  an  army  may  be  ruined 
in  his  private  afihirs  by  making  an  unauthorized 
exertion  to  save  his  army  or  his  country,  the  pre- 
cedent may  be  dangerous;  it  maj  teach  Com- 
manders lessons  of  prudence,  which  may  have 
ruinous  effects.  It  is  true^  the  necessity  of  tne  case 
must  be  such  as  will  justify  the  unauthorized  mea- 
sure: from  the  Report,  this  appears  to  have  been 
the  case  in  the  subject  of  the  present  debate. 
Prom  the  whole  state  of  the  facts  before  us,  Gene- 
ral Chreene  appears  not  to  have  had  his  own  inte- 
rest in  view  m  this  transaction,  if  the  proof  of 
this  only  lay  between  Banks  and  him.  Tne  est»' 
blished  character  of  Gknerat  Greene,  not  onlv  as 
an  officer,  but  as  a  man  of  inte^ty  and  puolie 
spirit,  certainly  cannot  sink  when  laid  m  the 
balance  with  tne  secret  inshiuation  of  an  unprin- 
cioled  speculator.  Such  has  been  my  own  opmion 
or  General  Greene's  character,  that  I  would  cer- 
tainly require  other  proofs  than  this  before  I  wouM 
even  indu^  suspicions:  but  it  does  not  rest  upon 
this.  We  fiive  mnks^  own  testimony  to  the  con- 
trary, and  his  partner^nd  we  know  it  would  have 
been  the  interest  of  Banks  4t  Co.  to  have  made 
the  contrary  appear:  nay,  we  have  such  a  cloud 
of  witnesses,  all  concurring  to  the  same  point,  as 
appears  sufficient  to  remove  doubts  fVom  tne  most 
scrupulous  mind.  Unauthorized  accounts  are  ad 
mitted  in  settlements  between  the  United  States 
and  the  individud  States,  upon  the  principles  ot 
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equity.  I  consider  this  as  a  case  of  the  same  na- 
ture, and  will  vote  for  it  agreeably  to  this  prece- 
dent. I  consider  granting  me  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tion in  this  manner,  as  an  act  of  justice,  not  only 
to  his  estate,  but  to  the  memory  of  his  character. 
But  I  object  to  grantiujg  the  relief  in  the  indirect 
way  of  a  pension;  it  is  not  so  safe  to  the  public, 
nor  so  honorable  to  the  heirs  of  C^eneral  Greene. 
To  the  public  it  is  highly  dangerous  as  a  prece- 
dent; it  wiU  operate  as  an  opening  wedffe  to  other 
claims  without  limitation.  Few  mdeed  can  have 
an  unauthorized  though  just  claim  as  Command- 
ers-in-Chief of  an  army  reduced  to  such  a  dilem- 
ma as  originated  the  present  question:  but  merit 
and  distress  are  not  confined  to  Commanders  alone ; 
they  are  to  be  found  in  every  rank  of  citizens.  The 
struggles  during  the  late  Revolution  produced 
abundance  of  merit:  we  cannot  look  around  in 
this  House,  nor  in  any  large  collection  of  citizens, 
but  our  eye  meets  with  those  who  have  claims  of 
merit.  We  can  scarcely  be  acquainted  in  any 
neighborhood,  but  we  must  be  acquainted  with 
such  as  have  been  reduced  to  distress  by  their 
meritorious  exertions,  either  in  the  camp,  in  the 
cabinet,  or  bv  granting  supplies.  How  many  who 
have  aided  tne  public  with  their  substance,  have 
been  obliged  to  part  with  the  evidences  ot  their 
meritorious  claims  for  a  temporary  relief.  Many 
of  the  aged,  many  widows  and  orphans,  to  my 
knowledge,  labor  in  penury,  and  mourn  in  secret, 
on  the  account  of  such  meritorious  aids  not  bein^ 
recompensed  when  they  ouffh t  to  have  been ;  though 
this  was  owinjBf  to  the  public  misfortune,  yet  the 
merit  and  sufferings  were  not  the  less.  I  am  very 
sensible  of  the  great  merit  of  Greneral  Greene ;  it  is 
so  well  known,  and  so  generally  acknowledged,  on 
all  hands,  as  to  render  it  improper  for  me  to  en- 
large thereon.  But,  superior  as  his  merit  was,  if 
we  grant  a  pension  or  relief  not  founded  on  a  just 
claim,  merit  of  a  lower  order  must  be  also  admit- 
ted: there  is  no  distinguishing  the  shades.  I  have 
heard  of  claims  on  the  footing  of  merit  brought 
before  Congress,  supported  by  such  arguments  as 
would  induce  a  stranf^er  to  think  that  nearly  all 
the  merit  of  accomphshing  the  Revolution  was 
centered  in  the  claimant.  If  merit  is  to  be  re- 
warded by  pensions,  we  shall  soon  have  claimants 
in  abundance.  In  the  exercise  of  supreme  com- 
mand, difficulties  of^en  arise  which  render  exer- 
tions necessary  for  which  general  rules  cannot  be 
provided;  these  have  been  senerally  treated  as 
obiects  of  indemnification.  Many  claims  are  now 
before  Concpress;  they  are  various  in  their  nature, 
and  no  doubt  a  number  of  them  will  be  admitted: 
but  from  every  view  I  have  taken  of  the  claim 
before  us,  I  think  the  present  as  strongly  addresses 
our  justice  and  sympathy  as  any  of  tnem. 

mx,  Wayne  thought  it  necessary  to  make  some 
observations  upon  what  had  fallen  from  the  gen- 
tleman on  his  ri^ht,  [Mr.  Boudinot.]  In  order 
to  place  this  subject  m  a  proper  point  of  view, 
he  Digged  leave  to  mention  certain  circumstances 
previous  to  the  evacuation  of  Charleston.  Some 
of  the  first  characters  in  South  Carolina  obtained 
a  flag  from  General  Greene,  to  meet  a  deputation 
of  merchants  and  others  under  a  flag  from  the 


British  lines.  Those  merchants  were  anxious  to 
remain  after  the  army,  for  the  purpose  of  dispo- 
sing of  their  stock  in  trade,  and  wisned  for  a  rea- 
sonable time  to  transact  that  business;  this  indul- 
gence was  readily  granted,  for  it  was  thought  an 
object  of  consequence  to  retain  supplies  for  the 
use  of  the  country  as  well  as  for  the  army:  and 
they  were  permitted  to  continue  in  the  place  for 
the  space  of  twelve  months  after  the  alM^donment 
should  take  effect  Assurances  were  also^given 
them  for  the  inviolable  protection  of  their  persons 
and  property  for  that  period.  Thus  sanctioned, 
they  were  probably  induced  to  speculate  upon 
such  stores  as  the  British  army  could  spare,  (for 
that  army  was  redundantly  supplied,)  whilst  the 
Americans  were  experiencing  almost  every  pos- 
sible distress  for  want  of  the  common  necessaries 
of  life.  About  this  time,  hopes  were  entertained 
of  the  speedy  appearance  of  a  superior  marine  force 
from  the  French  West  Indies,  to  that  of  the  Bri- 
tish; and  the  operating  army  under  my  command 
was  advanced  to  the  quarter-house,  in  a  position 
to  prevent  the  enemy  from  embarking;  with  im- 
punity, and  to  protect  the  town  and  its  inhabitants 
from  depredation  and  insult  This  manoBuvre  had 
the  desired  effect:  it  created  a  jealousy  in  the  Bri- 
tish General  for  the  safety  of  nis  rear,  and  Gene- 
ral Leslie  was,  in  a  manner,  compelled  to  come 
into  a  Convention,  more  resembhng  a  capituUxr 
turn  than  an  aba/ndonmentj  for  he  was  under  the 
necessity  to  "agree  not  to  commit  any  insult  upon 
the  inhabitants,  or  depredation  on  their  property, 
or  damage  to  the  city,  at  or  after  his  embarka- 
tion." The  word  qfier  caused  some  demur;  but 
it  was  insisted  upon  and  complied  with,  in  conse- 

?[uence  of  the  orders  I  had  previously  received 
rom  Greneral  Greene;  a  measure  which  at  once 
afforded  security  to  the  inhabitants,  and  a  flatter- 
ing prospect  of  full  supplies,  as  well  for  the  citi- 
zens as  lor  the  army. 

The  gentleman  [Mr.  Boudinot]  says — How  are 
we  to  distinguish  oetween  the  articles  and  neces- 
saries that  were  actually  made  use  of  by  the  army, 
and  of  the  other  goods  purchased  of  the  British 
merchants?  This  may  bie  fully  answered  and  ex- 
plained by  mentioning  this  fact:  that  those  i^er- 
chants  took  advantage  of  their  situation,  and  would 
not  dispose  of  any  article  suitable  for  the  army 
unless  their  whole  stock  were  purchased  to^eUier; 
having  but  twelve  months  to  dispose  of  their  goods 
and  collect  their  debts.  Nor  could  the  necessary 
articles  be  obtained  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet, 
as  the  merchants  were  protected  by  a  compact 
made  under  the  sanction  of  a  flag.  Nor  wouki 
they  trust  the  contractor  Banks  with  their  pro- 
perty, unless  Greneral  Greene  became  his  security; 
oy  wnich  act,  in  their  opinion,  the  United  States 
would  be  bound  in  honor  to  fulfil  a  contract  made 
by  their  Commanding  Officer;  nor  did  Greneral 
Greene  come  into  the  measure  until  compelled  by 
dire  necessity,  to  prevent  a  mutiny  and  dissolution 
of  the  army.  And  such  was  the  exhausted  situ- 
ation of  the  country  in  the  vicinity^  of  Charleston, 
that  the  Executive  and  the  Legislature  found  it 
expedient  to  send  a  distance  into  the  country  to 
obtain  supplies  for  themselves  and  the  refugee 
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families  who  were  retarning  to  the  city  after  the 
eTacnation:  in  fact,  we  were  under  the  necessity 
of  taking  part  of  these  very  provisions,  to  prevent 
an  instantaneous  revolt. 

But  the  gentleman  [Mr.  BouniNOT]  says  that 
G^eneral  Greene's  private  friendship  for  Major 
Burnett,  who  had  been  his  Aid-de-Uamp,  was  a 
peculiar  inducement  for  his  entering  into  that  se- 
curity, and  that  Major  Burnett  had  mortgaged  an 
island  to  General  (xreene  as  a  collateral  security. 
This,  indeed,  was  an  act  of  private  friendship; 
but  it  was  a  subsequent  transaction,  and  no  ways 
connected  with  the  former,  nor  is  it  amongst  the 
charges.  This  was  a  private  purchase  by  Major 
Burnett  from  Mr.  John  M^Q,ueen,  a  gentleman 
well  known  in  South  Carolina;  and  it  was  thought 
to  be  a  very  advantageous  purchase  for  Major 
Burnett  at  tne  time  it  was  made,  (although  it  has 
turned  out  otherwise,)  but  it  was  necessary  for 
him  to  obtain  security,  pevious  to  receiving  titles. 
He  applied  to  Greneral  Greene  to  become  his  se- 
curity upon  tbat  occasion,  which  was  complied 
with;  and  in  that  act  he  certainly  displayed  a 
superior  degree  of  private  friendship^  and  such  as 
has  already  been  found  extremely  injurious  to  his 
family;  but  it  is  by  no  means  connected  with  the 
claim  now  under  consideration. 

The  danger  of  establishing  a  precedent  in  future, 
unsupported  by  previous  authority  obtained  from 
Confess,  b  also  mentioned  as  an  objection.  Mr. 
Chairman,  there  never  can  be  anv  danger  of  draw- 
ing this  circumstance  into  preceaent;  for  the  page 
of  History  never  did  before,  nor  I  believe  ever 
will  again,  produce  a  similar  precedent,  t.  e.  an 
army  facing  and  surmounting  every  difficulty  and 
danger  through  a  lon^  and  bloody  contest,  badly 
clothed  and  worse  paid^  and  frequently  destitute 
of  the  common  necessaries  of  life.  Sir,  it  is  for 
the  honor  of  General  Greene  that  we  contend; 
and  I  am  warranted  in  asserting,  that  he  was  not 
interested  in  the  contract  of  Mr.  Banks,  otherwise 
than  from  the  pure  and  virtuous  motives  of  siierv- 
inff  and  saving  his  country.  I  therefore  feel  my- 
seuT  interested,  and  bound  in  honor  to  support  and 
defend  the  character  of  my  departed  friend,  and 
to  demand  this  claim  as  a  matter  of  rigkt^  and 
not  of  grace;  and  I  have  a  confidence  that  the 
candor  and  justice  of  this  Committee  will  induce 
them  to  adopt  the  principles  of  the  resolutions 
submitted  to  their  consideration. 

Mr.  Sumpter: — With  respect  to  the  resdu- 
tion  as  it  now  stands,  I  feel  myself  obliged  to  op- 
pose it.  Nothing  that  has  fallen  from  the  gentle- 
man over  the  way  [Mr.  Wayne]  has  convinced 
me  that  the  measure  is  proper  or  just.  It  b  ne- 
cessary to  be  cautious  in  the  manner  of  discussing 
a  matter  of  so  much  delicacy.  I  rbe,  not  to  make 
any  pointed  objections  that  can  in  any  de^ee  in- 
jure the  reputation  of  the  officer,  whose  abilities  I 
respect,  or  to  hurt  the  feelings  of  his  family  or 
connexions.  I  suppose  that  no  ^ntleman  will 
decide  in  favor  of  the  resolution  without  examin- 
ing the  merits  of  the  case.  The  Committee  will 
have  that  information  which  they  shall  deem  to 
be  requisite  on  the  occasion.  I  am  sorry  to  differ 
in  opinion  with  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  and 


am  therefore  disposed  to  make  sacrifices  of  my 
own  feelings  of  past  injuries,  and  will  not  suffer 
them  to  warp  my  judgment,  but  will  endeavor  to 
decide  in  conformity  with  the  opinions  of  the 
peoj^e  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  and  in 
particular  of  the  dbtrict  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  represent.  In  going  into  the  investigation  of 
this  matter,  I  will  give  my  reasons  why  I  do  not 
think  the  country,  although  in  extreme  dbtress, 
was  in  that  d^lorable  situation  which  has  been 
represented;  neither  was  its  credit  reduced  so  low 
but  that  relief  might  have  been  obtained,  and  that 
so  small  an  army  might  have  been  accommodated, 
had  a  proper  application  been  made  in  time  to  the 
Government.  The  gentleman  must  therefore  be 
mistaken  hot  stating  those  circumstances;  for  if 
the  proper  documents  be  examined,  it  will  appear 
that  the  army  received  very  ample  supplies  from 
the  same  source,  some  months  previous  to  the 
contract  made  by  Mr.  Banks,  which  must  have 
been  in  November,  or  early  in  December,  and  pre- 
vious to  the  evacuation  ol  Charleston.  Wheuer 
it  was  better  to  adopt  the  means  used  by  General 
Greene,  or  those  within  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment, I  shall  not  pretend  to  determine;  but  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  Government  possessed  both  the 
means  and  the  inclination  to  find  supplies.  The 
contract  was  first  made  by  Banks  in  November  or 
December,  and  General  Greene  did  not  become 
the  guarantee  until  the  April  following:  whether 
there  were  any  reasons  for  preferring  thb  mode 
to  that  of  an  application  to  Government,  will  per- 
haps appear  in  the  course  of  the  investigation. 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  contract  has  been  consider- 
ed to  have  operated  rather  as  a  misfortune,  although 
it  may  have  afforded  a  temporary  relief;  it  was 
the  occasion  of  much  complaint,  vexation,  and 
distrust,  rather  than  of  conciliation:  and  that  this 
discontent  ran  through  the  army  is  within  the 
knowledge  of  several  officers  whose  names  could 
be  mentioned.  It  is  therefore  necessary  to  bring 
the  matter  into  the  full  view  of  the  Committee, 
and  to  have  recourse  to  the  files  of  the  public 
offices,  before  we  agree  to  the  resolution  on  the 
table.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  my  sincere  wbh  to 
render  justice  to  the  family  of  the  deceased  in 
every  reasonable  accommodation;  but  it  does  not 
app^r  to  me  that  the  family  is  reduced  to  that 
disagreeable  situation  which  nas  been  represent- 
ed. The  large  grants  that  have  been  made  by 
the  States  of  Georgia,  North  and  South  Carolina, 
are  still  in  the  possession  of  the  heirs  of  the  de- 
ceased, and  I  have  been  informed  that  a  gentle- 
man offered  $30,000  for  that  granted  by  North 
Carolina,  so  late  as  last  summer;  ndither  have  I 
heard  that  any  distress  has  been  levied  upon  any 
of  these  estates,  or  that  they  are  so  much  affected, 
in  reality,  but  that  the  claims  made  against  them 
are  rather  of  a  nominal  and  vbionary  nature. 
But,  admitting  that  General  Greene  was  security 
for  the  United  States^  and  that  the  operation  had 
been  beneficial,  (which  I  deny^;  does  it  appear 
that  executions  have  been  levied  to  any  consider- 
able amount,  or  to  such  an  extent  as  to  justify  the 
present  apj^ication?  To  me  it  does  not  appear 
this  has  been  the  case,  neither  do  I  believe  that 
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the  estate  has  been  sedueed  in  tke  mawier  repre- 
sented; and,  whilst  I  say  it,  I  hoeoestly  and  sin- 
cerely hope  it:  under  which  impression,  I  can 
n^ver  accede  to  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wadsworth:  The  gentleman  last  up  has 
said  many  thinjBpB  to  me  utterly  unintelligible,  and 
others  which  directly  militate  with  what  has  been 
said  by  the  gentleman  from  Gteorgia.  He  has, 
howerer^  decuured  that  no  real  or  supposed  per- 
sonal injury  shall  influence  him  in  giving  his 
opnion  or  vote.  I  hope,  sir,  he  will  not  now  feel 
or  resent  those  real  or  supposed  injuries.  I  cto 
believe  they  are  not  real;  and  from  my  long  and 
intimate  acquaintance  with  Qeoeral  Oreene,  I 
had  good  oppoctunity  to  know  him:  a  better  man 
I  never  did  Know.  That  he  had  enemies  is  not 
to  be  wondered  at:  the  nature  of  his  command  to 
the  Southward  was  important,  critical,  and  diffi- 
cult, and  he  miffht  be  constrained  to  do  things 
that  necessity  omy  would  justify.  If  he  has  in- 
jured any  man,  he  has  atoned  for  it:  neither  the 
tongue  nor  pen  of  malice  have  been  able  to  affix  a 
sti^^oa  on  his  character.  If  .1  ever  knew  a  man 
whose  heart  was  pure  and  without  f^e,  it  was 
General  Greene,  ret  Jie  had  enomes:  no  man 
deserved  them  so  little.  More  honest  &me  is  due 
to  no  man.  And  if  his  fortune  is  to  be  sacrificed, 
and  his  family  beanared,  it  is  a  consolation  that 
lus  9ood  name  wifi  last  forever.  Being  one  of  his 
exeout(M*s,  I  know  something  of  his  anairs;  but  it 
was  with  reluctance  I  rose,  as  my  attachments  to 
him  and  conoecn  for  hisfaimly  render  it  extremely 
difficult  forme  to  «nter  on  the  subject.  The^^- 
ileman  from  Bouth  'Carolina  has  told  us  he  is  ac- 
miainted  with  the  aJQTairs  of  the  estates  in  the 
Carolinas,  and  has  said  they  are  without  any  exe- 
cutions afi^unst  them,  the  bonds  on  good  credit 
and  the  uynily  in  no  danger  of  poverty,  d&c.  I 
can  hardly  allow,  sir,  that  he  is:acquainted  with 
the  affiurs  of  G^eral  Greene,  ev^i  in  South 
Carolina. and  Georgia ;  but  if  he  .is,  I  will  ask  him 
if  he  does  not  know  tliat  all  the  nescoes  frcon  -the 
South  Car<dina^state  aze  sold,  and  that  the  land 
is  totally  unproductive?  that  Mr.  Rutkdge  has 
prevented  executions  from  taking  the  C^rgia 
•estate  by  his  personal  interference?  that  all  the 
estates  in  Rhode  Island  and  Niew  Jersey  are  sold? 
and  that  the  hope  of  the  justice  we  now  a^  for 
iias  delayed  the  side  of  all  the  vest,  to  satisfy  his! 
creditors — his  Southern  creditors? 

The  ftoofs  and  documents  alkided  to  by  the 
gentleman  [Mr.BuMPTBa]  have  been  before  Con- 
gress for  several  years,  and  the  friends  and  eze- 
rotttors  of  General  Greene  have  ebaUeiwed  his 
teneciiiefi,  in  every  part  of  the  Union,  to  cusproTe 
tkem;  and  I  hope  no  delay  will  now  take  place. 
The  subfect  is  fvdly  before  Congress.  I  .hope  jus- 
tice will  be  done  to  the  widow  and. orphans  of  the 
late  General  iGveene,  and  that  the  investigation 
will  now  be  finishad;  his  honest  fame  vindicated 
.and  establi^ed,  and  his  family. aamed  from  the 
nun.  that  anaita  them. 

Mr.  Hartlbt.  in  support  of  Mr.  Watnc's  mo- 
tion, observed,  that  he  had  paid  some. attention  to 
the  report  and  the  documents  referred  to  in  it,  as 
well  as  the  ol^ectiQiis  made  to  the  resolntiona  ua* 


der  conaidemtion.  Many  of  the -objectioiis,  said  hc^ 
have  been  answered  by  gentlemen  who  were  nearer 
to  the  scene  of  action  tlmn  myself;  I  dbtall  strive  to 
obviate  others.  The  mode  of  conducting  our  af- 
fairs in  South  Carolina  does  not  seem  to  have 
been  agreeable  to  the  gentleman  opposite  to  mc 
firom  that  State,  [Mr.  Sumptbr,]  and  he  expresses 
his  high  disappcobation  of  many  part^  of  it.  Whem 
I  disagree  with  that  gentleman,  I  do  it  with  g^Fcat 
reluctance;  for  no  one  on  this  floor  has  a  greater 
respect  for  him  than  myself.  In  a  hazardous  and 
difficult  situation,  or  in  carrying  on  war,  or  even 
in  great  political  questions,  the  best  friends  may 
diner  in  tne  mode  of  conducting  them;  and  it  has 
too  frequently  hamiened,  that  such  difference  ha^ 
tended  to  lessen  the  friendship  which  fcnrmerly  exr 
isted.  Upon  the  whole,  our  arms  to  the  Southr 
ward  were  crowned  with  success :  we  must  pre- 
sume the  means  generally  used  were  right.  If 
supplies  could  have  been  furnished  by  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  it  is  a  pity  they  were  not  granted. 
I  say,  it  is  possible  Greneral  Cd'eene  might  have 
pursued  a  different  mode  to  obtain  clothing  and 
{Hrovisions.  He  did  not  He  was  of  opinion  no 
other  plans  could  have  been  successfully  followed 
but  those  which  were  adopted.  The  idea  of  his 
being  a  partner  with  Banks  and  Co.  seems  to  be 
g^ven  up  by  the  oi^tosition.  The  mere  insinua- 
tion of  Mr.  Banks  and  some  others  can  have  no 
influence  against  such  a  cloud  of  evidence  and 
documents.  These  are  so  strong  for  the  Getneral, 
that  they  would  work  conviction  on  the  ffreatest 
infldel.  1  shall  barely  advert  to  a  part  of  meocL  as 
mentioned  in  the  report,  and  on  this  head  ^ve  a  tedpr 
observatitms  of  m.y  own.  And,  first,  the  apidicatioA 
to  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina,  in  order  lo 
create  a  competition :  Had  he  been  concerned  as 
a  ipartner.  or  intended  to  be  so,  no  competition 
tlurough  tnat  channel  would  have  ibeen  proposed. 
If  he  was  to  be  a  partiier,  the  more.seoret  the  trans- 
action, the  higher  the  advantage.  The  bond  a£ 
indenmity  to  Ueneral  Greene,  oaths  of  Banks  and 
Hunter,  certificate  from  Major  Forsyth,  Nathaniel 
Pendleton's  oath,  Charles  C.  Pinckney's  oath, 
Tnow  GovemcMT  of  South  Carolina)  and  the  certi- 
hcates.of  the  two  Chancellors  of  South  Carolina, 
who  were  both  high  in  the  Ejcecutive,  when  these 
transactions  should  have  happened.  Besides,  sir, 
if  we  consider  how  nwav  partners  there  were  con- 
cerned with  Banks  in  tne  different  transactions, 
had  General  Greene  been  one  of  the  company,  it 
must  \fmg  since  have  been  manifested  to  the  world. 
The  secret  could  not  have  been  kept;  nor  can  we 
possibly  think  that  General  Greeiie  who  was  un- 
doubtedly a  man  of  understanding,  would  have 
expressed  himself  in  the  manner  he  has  done,  in 
the  dose  of  his  letter  from  Newport,  dated  the 
24th  of  Auffust,  1785,  had  he  been  a  partner.  He 
says  there» "  Thus  liave  I  j^ven  your  Excellency 
a  short  narration  <if  the  ort^  and  situation  of  this 
matter,  and  have  only  to  imd  on  this  subject,  that 
I  never  held  any  commercial  connexion  with  the 
company,  other  than  what  conoemed  the^blic, 
eiUier  directly  or  indirectly,  orever  received  one 
jQurthiug  proot  or  emolument,  or  the  prmniseof 
aay  one  from  them;  and  my  bond  of  mdemnity 
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expressly  declares  that  I  kaye  no  interest  coanez- 
km,  or  ooncenL  in  the  debts  fot  which  I  became 
bound,  all  whicn  I  am  willing  to  rerify  on  oath." 
Would  he  have  pledged  his  honor^  his  reputation, 
had  he  been  interested  ?  No.  it  is  impos^ole !  He 
would  have  been  silent  had  ne  been  a  culprit,  and 
not  haye  challenged  the  world,  as  the  power  of 
detection  would  nave  laid  with  so  many,  and  the 
shaft  of  envy  always  ready.  I  hope  every  man 
must  be  satisfied  that  the  Ueneral  was  no  partner. 

The  great  points  of  contest  before  the  commit- 
tee seem  now  to  be — 

1st.  Did  the  General  enter  into  these  engage- 
ments out  of  personal  re^d  to  individuals,  with- 
out a  view  to  the  public  mterest? 

2dly.  Was  not  the  good  of  the  public  his  prin- 
cipal object  1 

3dly.  Under  all  circumstances,  should  not  his 
estate  be  indemnified? 

As  to  the  first,  I  cannot  think  that  the  C^eneral, 
out  of  mere  personal  regard  to  individuals,  with- 
out a  view  to  the  public  good,  would  have  been 
bail.  He  had  been  esteemed  a  man  of  prudence, 
and  was  not  a  person  of  large  fortune.  How 
would  he  embarrass  his  family  and  <  property  in 
such  engagements?  Who,  under  mere  motives  of 
of  fiienwup,  would  have  done  so?  The  sum  was 
too  large ;  ne  had  no  interest.  He  got  no  goods 
or  money  for  himself.  He  might  have  had  a  fa- 
Torable  opinion  of  some  of  the  company,  but  his 
responsibility  was  beceme  necessary  with  a  view 
4o  the  public  good. 

As  to  the  second,  public  good  must  have  been 
liis  pnncipal  object.  The  contracts  before  made 
would  not  *  have  been  carried  into  execution, 
without  the  aid  of  the  contract,  for  which  the  in- 
demnity was  made  in  April,  1783.  A  great  many 
ftr tides  were  absolutely  necessary  to  the  army; 
thev  were  connected  with  others;  the  necessaries 
eoiud  not  at  that  critical  period,  or  for  the  moment, 
be  obtained  elsewhere.  The  merchants,  as  I  un- 
derstand, insisted  upon  two  conditions  before  they 
would  deliver  the  goods:  1st,  that  all  the  .goods 
should  go  together:  3d,  that  the  commanding  offi- 
cer should  b^me  security.  There  was  a  necessity 
for  an  additional  capital  to  furnish  the  means  for 
supporting  the  army;  and  as  most  oi  the,ffood8 
were  us^ul  and  necessary,  the  residue  might  be 
dispjosed  of  to  the  best  advantage,  and  the  money 
ariujiff  ftr<Hn  them  be  applied  to  the  payment  of 
the  debt  Public  necessity  and  the  atate  of  things 
would  oblice  the  Qeneval  to  aocee  to  the  first  con- 
dition. The  compliance  with  the  second  condi- 
tion became  a  necessary  consequence.  The  Gen- 
eral's letter  Arom  Newpoit,  and  General  Wayne's 
oath,  Nathaniel  Pendleton's  oath,  and  other  evi- 
dence, prove  the  situation  of  the  «nny.  As  to  the 
third  point,  should  not  his  estate  be  mdemnified? 
Through  ms  zeal  for  the  public  good,  he  has  un- 
fortunately involved  his  estate  in  difficulty,  what- 
ever the  condnct  ofthe  company  mi^ht  be.  The 
creditors  weve  not  to  (be  aneeted  either  by  the 
fraud  or  faihne  of  fianfcs  and  the  purchasers.  Gen- 
eral Greene  was  liable.  The  General,  when  he 
Clears  of  misconduat,  does  aU  he  can  to  save 
and  indemnify  hiaself,  and   through  hbn  the 


United  States.  Securities  were  taken  in  as  ainple 
a  manner  as  they  could  be  obtained  from  the  de- 
linquents; and  General  Greene  never  wished  to 
call  unon  the  public,  until  every  other  means  fail- 
ed. So  late  as  the  year  1785  he  had  still  hopes 
there  would  be  no  loss;  but  when  he  found  the 
danger,  a  sense  of  duty  obUged  him  to  come  for- 
ward to  save  himself  and  family,  to  ask  the  pro- 
tection of  the  public  to  indemnify  nim  from  a  debt 
that  he  had  contracted  to  save  an  army  from  mu- 
tiny and  disbanding;  to  protect  a  countrv  which 
otherwise  would  have  been  exposed.  Many  ex- 
ertions had  he  to  make  to  feed  the  hungry  and 
cover  the  naked  ^  were  not  these  for  the  public 
ffood,  and«hall  his  private  property  suffer?  Shall 
his  family  be  reduced  to  beflgary,  be  stripped  of 
their  all,  to  discharge  what  the  United  States  ave 
in  honor  and  in  justice  bound  to  pay? 

Retrospective  laws,  to  affect  rights  attacked, 
ought  never  to  pass;  but  laws  have  frequently 
beni  enacted  to  indemnify  peesoas  for  «  ccmduct, 
thou^  not  strictly  legal,  but  founded  on  the  spe- 
cial oircmnstances  of  me  case— the  safety  or  honar 
of  a  nation  or  anny,  where  the  constituticmal 
authority  could  not  come  forward  in  time.  Sudi 
was  the  treaty  or  system  formed  by  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough  and  the  mat  De  Witt.  The  Dutch, 
instead  of  punishing  their  minister,  approved  the 
measure ;  it  eventiudlv  tended  to  the  safety  and 
honor  of  the^dlies.  The  individual  who  under- 
takes risks  for  his  country's  good,  a  magnanimous 
Grovemment  will  always  sanctify,  we  should 
consider  the  case  upon  substantial  principles,  not 
according  to  the  letter,  not  act  as  the  Lacedemo- 
nians did  to  one  of  their  leaders;  they  fined  him  for 
the  infringement  oi  the  letter  of  the  law,  yet  for 
the  same  act  rewarded  the  hero  with  a  .gariand. 
The  fine  here  ruins  the  General's  estate,  and  the 

Sirlaad  alone,  I  fear,  in  this  country,  will  not  give 
s  children  bread  or  a  becoming  education. 

In  our  late  contest,  the  common  maxims  of  old 
nations  could  not  always  be  adhered  to.  We  were 
obliged  to  act  according  to  emergencies.  In  the 
case  of  General  Ghreene^ne  seems  toliave  intended 
for  the  best  He  helped  to  serve  and  save  a  coun- 
try. His. merit  stands  .high  indeed.  I  need  not  re- 
peat the  number  of  his  great  and  i^lorious  actions, 
which  mark  him  the  General  and  the  hera  His 
name  will  be  handed  down  withhonor.to  siiocaed- 
ine  ages. 

Uimer  ail  oirenmstanees,  I  think  his  estate 
should  be  indemnified.  If  the  commiltee  do  not 
like  the  whole  of  the  resolution,  let  there  be  a 
division,  as  proposed  by  oncrof  tfae^eentleoieiifrcnn 
South  Garolina;  though  I  should  think  we  midit 
safeljT  vote  for  the  wholeof  the  resolution,  andlet 
the 'bill  make  any  other  provisions  which  it  may 
be  thought  necessary. 

Mr.  I^x,  Mr.  Babnwbll,  Mr.  Wayhb,  and.Mr. 
Bourns,  K.  I.,  spoke  in  &vor  of  agreeing  to  the 
resoliitionB,  and  Air.  Maoon  and  Mr.  STDiuoAi, 
against  the  motion.  Mr.  Sumftui  closed  the -de- 
bate in  sundry  remarios  on  extracts  fixnn  letters 
wrote  by  Gkaieral  Greene  during  the  late  war,  in- 
serted in  Gordon's  History  of  the  American  Reno- 
lotion,  which  extracts  contain  unfiiTonl^  reieo- 
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tions  on  the  militia  of  South  Carolina,  and  the 
patriotism  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  State.  These 
reflections,  Mr.  Sumpter  said,  were  gross  calmn- 
nies  on,  and  misrepresentations  of  the  character 
of  that  people,  which  he  said  were  invalidated  by 
facts  that  at  tnat  time  took  place,  and  by  the  gen- 
eral tenor  of  the  conduct  of  South  Carolina 
throughout  the  whole  course  of  the  war. 


Wednesday,  January  11. 

A  Message  from  the  President,  of  the  United 
States  was  delivered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Lear,  to- 
gether with  two  Reports  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Department  of  War,  respecting  the  situation 
of  affairs  in  the  Western  country ;  which  being 
confidential,  the  gallery  was  cleared. 


Thursday,  January  12. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled  ^  An 
act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for  settling  the  ac- 
counts of  the  United  States  with-  the  i^vidual 
States,"  with  several  amendments :  the  Senate 
have  also  passed  a  bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  the 
encouragement  of  the  bank  and  other  cod  fishe- 
ries, and  for  the  regulation  and  government  of  the 
fishermen  employed  therein  f  to  which  bills  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 


the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  ascertain  and  regulate 
the  claims  to  half-pay,  and  to  invalid  pensions, 
andj  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee 
reported  that  they  had  had  the  said  bill  under  con- 
siaeration,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto. 
Orderea^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, do  ue  on  the  table. 

Monday,  January  16. 

This  day  was  principally  taken  up  with  the 
President's  late  Miessage. 


Friday,  January  13. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate  entitled  ^  An  act 
for  the  encouragement  of  the  bank  and  other  cod 
fisheries,  and  for  the  rc^^ulation  and  government 
of  the  fishermen  empK>yed  therein,"  was  read 
twice  and  committed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  they  have  passed  a  bill  ^  for  establishinfr  a 
Mint  and  regulating  the  coins  of  the  United 
States ;"  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  entitled 
"  An  act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for  settlinjy^ 
the  accounts  of  the  United  States  with  the  indi- 
vidual States ;"  and  the  same  being  twice  read, 
were  affreed  to. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memo- 
rial of  Benjamin  Lincoln,  in  behalf  of  himself, 
Cyrus  Griffin,  and  David  Humphreys,  late  Com- 
missioners on  the  part  of  the  Unitea  States  for 
treating  of  peace  with  the  Southern  tribes  of  In- 
dians^ toffetner  with  the  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  tnereon.    Whereupon, 

Resolved.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  ana  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  granting  to  the 
said  Commissioners  .^— —  dollars^  on  account  of 
their  extra  expenses  Roing  to  tu^d  returning  from 
the  treaty ;  and  that  Mr.  Tuoker.  Mr.  Giles,  and 
Mr.  Smith,  of  New  Hampshire,  oe  the  said  com- 
mittee. I 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  i 


Tuesday,  January  17. 

Mr.  TucKEiL  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  reimburse  certain  extra  expen- 
ses of  the  late  Commissioners  for  treating  of  peace 
with  the  Creek  Indians  \  which  was  received,  and 
read  the  first  time. 

A  representation  and  petition  of  Christopher 
Marshall,  jr.  and  Charles  Marshall,  was  presented 
to  the  House  and  read,  praying  the  encourage- 
ment and  patronage  of  the  General  Government 
in  a  chemical  lalx>ratory  which  they  have  erect- 
ed for  preparing  sal-ammonia,  Glauber's  salts,  and 
volatile  spirits. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  representation  and  pe- 
tition do  lie  on  the  table. 


Wednesday,  January  18. 

A  bill  to  reimburse  certain  extra  expenses  of  the 
late  Commissioners  for  treating  of  peace  with  the 
Creek  Indians,  was  read  the  second  t^e,  and  or- 
dered to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House. 

Mr.  Laurance,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  of  the  twenty-eighth  ultimo, 
covering  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  him  from  the  Attor^ 
ney  General,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  a  copy  of  the 
account  for  extra  expenses  incurred  by  the  late 
Commissioners  for  treating  of  peace  with  the 
Creek  Indians. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  together  with  the  copy  of  an 
Act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Vermont 
ratifying  in  behalf  of  that  State,  o/j  the  articles  or 
amendment,  proposed  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  communications  from  the  Pre- 
sident, respecting  the  Western  frontiers ;  where- 
upon the  doors  were  closed. 


Thursday,  January  19. 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  con- 
sider and  report  whether  any,  and  what,  alterations 
ought  to  be  made  in  the  acts  for  establishing  the 
Treasury  and  War  Departments,  and  that  Mr. 
Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  Mr.  Wadsworth,  and 
Mr.  BfiNSON,  be  the  said  Committee. 
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OrderedL  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  such  informa- 
tion, with  respect  to  the  Finances  of  the  United 
States,  as  will  enable  the  Legislature  to  judge 
whether  any  additional  reyenue  will  be  necessary, 
in  ccmsequence  of  the  proposed  increase  of  the 
Military  Establishment. 

The  House  again  took  up  the  report  of  the 
CkHumittee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  Message  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States^  relative  to  the 
situation  of  the  Western  frontiers;  on  which  the 
doors  were  closed. 


Friday,  January  20. 

A  petition  of  Zedekiah  Morffan.  praying  the 
settlement  of  an  account  against  th^  United  States, 
for  serriees  rendered  and  supplies  furnished,  in  the 
Quartermaster's  Department  during  the  late  war. 
Referred  to  the  Secretary  or  the  Treasury,  with 
instructions  to  examine  the  same,  and  report  his 
opinion  thereupon  to  the  House. 

The  House  a^ain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  miole  House  on  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  petition  of 
Catharine  Greene,  relict  of  tne  late  Major  General 
G^reene  $  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtained 
leave  to  sit  again. 


Monday,  January  23. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
frcMu  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  covering 
an  account  of  extra  expenses  incurred  by  the  late 
Commissioners  for  treating  of  peace  with  the 
Creek  Indians,  pursuant  to  an  order  of  this  House 
on  the  18th  instant ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  covering  his 
Report,  and  sundry  statements,  respecting  the  finan- 
ces of  the  United  States,  made  pursuant  to  an  or- 
der of  this  House  on  Thursday  last :  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  Ordered^ 
That  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
on  the  subject  of  Manufactures,  be  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday 
next. 

DUTIES  OP  ATTORNEY  GENERAL. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Mes- 
sage from  the  President  of  the  United  States  of 
the  28th  ultimo,  covering  the  copy  of  a  Letter  to 
him  from  the  Attorney  General :  Wliereupon, 

Rewlved,  That  it  would  he  proper  to  make  it  the 
duty  of  the  attorneys  in  the  several  districts  to  pursue 
the  instructions  which,  from  time  to  time,  shall  be  given 
them,  respectively,  by  the  Attorney  deneral  of  the 
United  States,  in  all  matters  touching  their  respective 
offices,  and  to  correspond  with  him  on  any  matter  re- 
lative to  judicial  business,  which  shall  arise  within  their 
respective  districts,  and  upon  which  he  shall  request  In- 
iinnation  from  them.  And  that  it  would  be  proper  to 
make  it  the  dutj  of  the  Attorney  General  to  give  his 
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advice  to  the  attorneys  of  the  several  districts,  upon  any 
matter  relative  to  judicial  business,  whidi  shall  arise 
within  their  respective  districts ;  and  upon  which  they 
shall  request  such  advice,  or  he  shall  think  it  proper  for 
him  to  interfere :  and  to  make  it  lawful  for  the  Attor- 
ney General  in  any  suit,  in  which  the  United  States 
shall  be  a  party,  or  shall  be  interested,  and  in  any  Court 
whatsoever,  to  advocate  the  United  States,  although 
such  suit  shall  not  hav^  been  originally  instituted  by 
him,  or  under  his  direction  ;  and  that,  for  the  piupo^ 
of  assisting  him  in  the  execution,  as  well  of  the  duties 
herein  assigned  him,  as  of  ^ose  heretofore  assigned 
him  by  law,  he  may  appoint  a  clerk,  who,  for  his  ser- 
vices, shall  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  ■  ddlars  by 
the  year. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  the  said  com- 
mittee do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

PETITION  OP  CATHARINE  GREENE. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called  for,  on  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the 
petition  of  Catharine  Greene^  several  members 
objected  to  taking  up  this  subject,  being  of  a  pri- 
vate nature,  while  matters  of  the  greatest  public 
importance  demand  the  immediate  attention  of 
Congress.  The  question  being  taken,  the  motion 
for  going  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  was  car- 
rried,  21  to  16;  and  Mr.  Livermore  took  the 
Chair. 

After  considerable  debate,  the  question  was  put 
for  agreeing  to  the  first  resolution,  in  the  follow- 
ing words : 

Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That 
the  estate  of  the  late  Major  General  Greene  ought  to 
be  indemnified  for  the  engagements  entered  into  by 
that  General,  with  certaii^  persons  in  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  supplies  for  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,  under  his  command,  in  the 
year  1783. 

Which  was  negatived,  28  to  25. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  the  Chairman 
reported  that  the  Conmiittee  of  the  Whole  House 
had  had  under  consideration  a  repjort  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  on  the  petition  of  Catha- 
rine Greene,  and  had  come  to  no  resolution 
thereon. 

Mr.  Macon  then  moved  that  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  should  be  discharged  from  any  further 
proceedings  on  the  subject;  which  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bourne  then  laid  on  the  table  a  resolution 
for  referring  the  Secretary's  Report,  together 
with  Mrs.  G&eene's  petition,  and  the  vouchers  ac- 
companying it,  to  a  select  committee,  with  in- 
struction to  inquire  into  the  facts  whicn  rendered 
it  necessary  for  Qeneral  Greene  to  become  secu-> 
rity  to  Banks  &  Co.,  and  the  nature,  circumstan- 
ces, and  amount  of  the  original  debt,  and  the  obli- 
gation entered  into  by  General  Greene  for  pay- 
ment thereof;  with  an  account  of  the  moneys  or 
collateral  security  received  by  the  obligees,  or  by 
General  Greene  m  his  life  time,  or  his  represent- 
atives since  his  death,  in  part  thereof;  and  the 
eventual  loss  which  his  estate  will  sustain  in  con- 
sequence of  the  said  securities ;  and  after  examin- 
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ing  all  the  circumstances  and  sncli  further  eri- 
dence  as  may  be  offered  relative  to  the  transaction, 
to  renort  their  opinion  thereon  to  the  House. 

A  Message  was  receired  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  certain  documents 
received  from  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, respecting  knds  located  by  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line,  under  the  laws  of 
that  State,  and  since  ceded  to  the  Chickasaw  In- 
dians. Referred  to  the  committee  formerly  ap- 
pointed on  the  same  subject. 

Txjbbimlt,  January  S4. 

Mr.  Laurancb,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  concerning  the  c^ce  of  tne  Attor- 
ney General  of  the  United  States;  which  was 
received  and  read  twice,  and  committed. 

APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  proposition  for  appor- 
tioning Representatives  among  the  several  States, 
accoroing  to  the  first  enumeration — Mr.  Muhlen- 
berg in  the  Chair — when  the  report  of  a  select 
committee  came  up,  as  follows: 

**  Ruohtdf  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee, 
that  a  bill  ought  to  be  prepared  for  apportioning  Repre- 
sentatives among  the  several  States,  according  to  die 
first  enumeration ;  and  making  provision  for  a  second 
enumeration,  and  for  an  i^portionment  of  Represent- 
atives thereon,  to  compose  Uie  House  of  Representa- 
tives after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1797  -^ 

To  which  the  following  amendment  was  pro- 
posed:, 

'*  And  that  no  greater  ratio  be  reported,  than  thirty 
tbouwrnd  inhabitants  for  one^epresratative.'' 

Mr.  Gerrt  observed,  that  as  the  ratio  of  thirty 
^ousand  had  already  received  a  sanction,  the  pro- 
posed amendment  became  necessary  for  the  sake 
of  consistency;  that  the  select  committee  ought 
not  to  be  left  at  liberty  to  bring  in  a  bill  accord- 
ins  to  their  own  principles,  as  it  was  uncertain 
whether  they  miffht  not  report  a  different  ratio. 
If,  however,  gentlemen  nreferred  a  discussion  of 
the  question  after  the  bill  should  be  repented,  he 
had  no  objection  to  having  the  amendment  altered, 
so  that  the  committee  mi^ht  leave  the  ratio  blank. 

Mr.  Benson  had  no  objection  to  the  additional 
proposition;  and  with  respect  to  the  provision  for 
a  second  enumeration,  he  would  also  agree  to  that ; 
not  that  he  wished  the  measure  to  be  at  once 
adopted;  but  that  if  a  second  enumeration  appeared 
necessary,  the  provision  should  be  ready  at  lumd, 
without  tne  necessity  of  passing  a  new  bill  for  the 
purpose. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  moved  to  strike  out  the  clause 
respecting  the  ratio  of  one  to  thirty  thousand ;  and 
observed,  that  as  far  as  he  could  understand  the 
idea  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 


when  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate,  that  was  a  rea- 
son why  the  principle  should  be  establbhed  in  the 
new  bill  which  was  contemplated.    But,  for  hb 


own  parV  he,  on  the  contra? v,  thought  this  akme 
was  a  sufficient  reason  why  tne  House  should  not 
establish  the  principle;  fbr,  having  already  tried 
it,  and  not  met  with  a  concurrence  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate,  they  need  not  go  im.  the  same  grocnd 
again,  unless  the  Senate  were  known  to  have  al- 
tered their  opinion. 

Mr.  Gerrt  replied,  that  the  sentlenMm  last  up 
had  misconceived  his  idea.  He  did  not  mean, 
that  bectoite  the  House  had  once  adi^ed,  and  af- 
terwards adhered  to.  the  ratio  of  thirty  thoMand, 
therefore  they  shoula  not  reconsider  the  questaoal 
His  meaning  was,  that  the  reconsideration  should 
be  made  by  themselves,  and  not  by  a  select  com- 
mittee. He  wished,  therefore,  that  the  committee 
should  be  restricted  in  that  particular;  and,  after 
the  bill  should  be  reported,  the  House  might  then 
go  into  a  discussion  of  the  matter. 

Mr.  LivBRMORE  could  see  no  reason  for  pointing 
out  the  ratio  of  thirty  thousand,  unless  the  House 
meant  particularly  to  fix  upon  it  If  a  decision 
of  the  question  was  intended,  he  thought  it  mi^t 
as  well  take  place  beforehand;  the  decisi<m  of 
the  House  would  be  a  leading  principle  to  the 
committee,  in  drafting  the  bill,  and  it  would  afWr- 
wards  reouire  a  majority  to  make  any  nlteretion. 
He  hoped  the  question  would  be  taKen;  and  if 
gentlemen  were  determined  to  pursue  the  oM 
track,  the  majority  would,  no  doubt,  carry  it. 

Mr.  Giles  observed,  that  as  the  committee 
would  still  be  authorized  to  report  the  ratio  blank , 
it  would  be  unnecessary  to  discuss  the  question 
for  the  present;  as  this  would  not  prevent  an  after 
discussion,  when  the  bill  should  oe  brought  for- 
ward. The  words  of  the  clause  did  not  appear  to 
him  to  establish  any  principle;  and  be  hoped  they 
would  be  retained. 

Mr.  White  thought  the  clause  nugatory,  as  onlv 
forbidding  the  committee  to  do  what  they  are  al- 
ready, by  the  Constitution,  prevented  f^om  doing. 
He  lurtner  observed,  that  it  was  not  the  Senate 
who  had  negatived  the  former  bill,  but  the  President 
of  the  Senate,  who,  as  Chairman  of  that  body,  had 
decided  the  question  by  his  casting  vote.  The 
Senate  was  not,  at  that  time,  full;  and  several  of 
the  Senators  had  since  come  in. 

Mr.  Dayton  suggested  that  it  misht,  perhaps, 
be  better  to  direct  the  committee  to  leave  the  ra- 
tio blank. 

Mr.  White  observed,  that  such  a  direction 
given  to  the  committee,  would  be  a  dereliction  of 
a  principle  already  established  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Dayton  denied  that  the  House  had  esta- 
blished a  principle. 

Mr.  White  replied,  that  the  House  had  esta- 
blished the  principle  by  their  Ibrmer  adherence 
to  the  ratio  of  thirtjr  thousand:  he  wished,  there- 
fore, that  the  committee  should  report  either  that 
ratio  or  a  blank. 

Mr.  Dayton  asked  whether  the  object  in  view 
was  not  to  reconcile  the  varying  opinions  of  the 
House  and  the  Senate,  by  some  reasonabb  com- 
promise? 

Mr.  MAnisoN  observed,  tliat,  as  the  final  decision 
of  the  question  must  be  made  by  a  majority  of  the 
House,  it  was  immaterial  whether  it  was  nuule 
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the  subject  of  present  or  of  future  discussion :  haJ^ 
since  the  House  found  so  ^eat  difficulty  in  nlling 
up  the  blank,  he  thou^t  it  improper  that  a  select 
committee  should  hare  the  power  of  doing  it. 
Eyen  if  they  did  fill  it  up,  their  decision  would 
not  be  ooBclusiTe,  thoujgh  it  might  tend  to  embar- 
rass the  House.  He  wished,  therefore,  either  that 
the  ratio  should  be  previoiuly  fixed,  or  the  oom- 
jnktee  directed  to  report  it  blank. 

Mr.  MunmAY  did  not  consider  the  proposition 
Hi  the  light  of  a  compromise ;  nor  did  he  imagine 
that  gentlemen  would  give  up  a  principle,  to  which 
Ihev  were  attach«^.  A  difference  of  opmion  pre- 
Tailed  widi  respect  to  the  apportionment,  result- 
ing from  a  calculation  upon  fractions;  some  gen- 
tlemen thinking  that  the  ratio,  once  determmed 
by  the  House,  ought  to  be  applied  to  the  ag£;re- 

Slte  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
tates,  whilst  others  (of  which  number  he  was 
me)  were  (or  applying  it  to  the  number  of  citi2en8 
in  each  State.  He  hoped  that,  in  the  instructions 
lo  the  committee,  either  the  (me  or  the  other  prin- 
ciple would  be  established.  Such  a  prerious  re- 
cognition on  the  rart  of  the  House  would  facili- 
tate the  business  of  the  committee,  and  show  them 
on  what  ground  to  proceed. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  observed,  that  if  the  clause  was 
intended  merely  to  enable  the  committee  to  leave 
the  ratio  blank,  it  would  be  indifferent  to  him 
whether  it  were  struck  outor  not^  as  he  only  wished 
to  have  a  fair  opportunity  of  discussing  the  sub- 
ject But,  in  his  opinion,  the  words  of  the  clause 
were  intended  to  establish  the  ratio  of  thirty  thou- 
sand, the  very^  thine  which  h»d  caused  the  loss  of 
the  former  bill.  However,  as  the  words  were  of 
-siidi  ambiguous  meaning,  as  to  be  thus  dtfierent- 
1t  understood  by  different  gentlemen,  he  hoped 
tney  would  be  struck  out. 

The  4{Qestion  being  tkken  on  striking  out  the 
olause  in  question,  passed  in  the  negative;  af^er 
which  the  committee,  having  agreed  to  the  resolu- 
tion and  the  amendment,  rose,  and  reported  the 
b31  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Daytpn  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  words, 
^  and  making  provision  for  a  second  enumeration, 
and  for  an  apportionment  of  Representatives  there- 
on, to  compose  the  House  of  Kepresentatives,  af- 
ter the  3d  day  of  March,  1797;"  as  he  saw  no  ne- 
cessity for  burdening  the  people  so  soon  with  the 
expense  of  a  second  enumeration. 

Mr.  Williamson  observed,  that  although  some 
complaints  were  made  of  the  fractional  parts  not 
being  represented,  he  never  could  conceive  that 
the  framers  of  the  Constitution  entertained  an 
idea  of  a  representation  of  the  people  distinct  from 
the  States,  out  contemplated  the  representation  of 
the  people  of  each  State,  according  to  some  ffiven 
ratio.  No  ratio  could  be  adopted  that  would  not 
leave  fractions;  and  those  fractions  would  be  great- 
er in  some  States  than  in  others.  The  State  which 
he  represented  would  suffer  in  that  particular  as 
much,  perhaps,  as  any  other  State  in  the  Union ; 
but  those  States  that  will  suffer  the  most  in  the 
first  instance,  will  be  the  sooner  relieved,  as  the 
fractional  patrts  will  probably  then  be  in  their  &- 
Tor,  provided  Congress  proceed  upon  some  gene^ 


ral  rule.  In  order  to  remove  all  eompUunls  of  in- 
equality on  account  effractions,  and  to  give  those 
States  which  have  large  portions  of  people  unie* 
presented,  the  same  advantag^e  hereafter  that  other 
States  will  now  ei^oy,  he  wished  to  see  a  second 
enumeration  take  place  before  the  expiration  of 
ten  years. 

Mr.  Gerrt  remarked,  that  there  would  have 
been  no  dispute  about  tractions  if  the  ratio  had 
been  first  established,  and  provision  afterwards 
made  for  carrying  it  into  execution;  but  when  it 
was  once  known  how  the  principle  would  apply, 
and  leave  greater  or  less  fractions,  gentlemen  wen 
took  the  one  or  the  other  side  of  the  question,  and 
wished  to  vary  the  ratio,  as  would  best  suit  parti- 
cular States.  This  was  the  cause  of  that  differ* 
ence  of  opinion  which  prevailed  in  the  House  and 
in  the  Senate.  The  evil  ouffht  to  be  remedied  if 
possible;  and  the  only  remedy  he  knew,  was  the 
proposition  under  consideration.  The  principle 
would  be  thus  established  at  a  time  wh^oi  its  fti* 
ture  operation  cannot  be  foreseen ;  and  the  memr 
bers  from  particular  States  cannot  possibly  know 
what  number  will  resiidt  from  the  ratio  they  fix 
upon. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  New  Hampshire,  observed,  that 
if  the  representation  was  apportioned  every  ten 
years,  with  as  ^eat  equality  as  circumstances 
would  admit,  this  would  be  amply  sufficient  fw 
the  ffeneral  security. 

liiu*.  Madison  insisted  on  the  propriety  of  pro* 
viding  beforehand  for  the  census  which  is  next  to 
take  place,  in  such  manner,  as  to  render  it  impos* 
sible  for  local  calculations  to  intrude  themselves. 
If  the  principle  of  equality  was  of  one-tentii 
part  of  me  importance  that  some  gentlemen  ccm* 
tended  for,  surely  some  precautions  ought  to  be 
taken  to  guard  against  those  inequalities  that  will 
every  day  t^  j^ace,  and  will  by  far  exceed  those 
which  have  already  agitated  the  House  so  muclu 
If  it  be  an  evil  that  one  State  should  have  greater 
unrepresented  fractions  than  another,  it  would  be 
a  much  greater  evil  that  any  one  State  should  be 
deprived  of^  perhaps,  three  or  four  members,  to 
whom  she  has  a  right.  Gentlemen  seemed  to  think 
that  ^e  larg[er  States  would  not  suffer  so  much 
from  those  inequalities  as  the  smaller  ones;  but 
he  would  ask.  whether  the  people  in  every  part  of 
the  United  States  were  not  to  be  c<msidered  aa. 
equal  on  the  floor  of  Congress?  Ten  or  twenty  thou* 
sand  citizens  of  New  York,  North  Carolina,  or  Vir- 
ginia, when  considered  in  relation  to  that  House, 
were  of  as  much  consequence  as  the  same  num- 
ber in  Rhode  Island  or  Delaware;  it  is  not  to  be 
considered  whether  such  a  surplus  rises  from  ten 
Representatives,  or  from  a  single  one. 

He  could  see  no  objection  to  the  measure  but 
the  expense  attending  it;  but  he  did  not  think  tha 
expense  ought  to  be  put  in  competition  with  the 
advantages  that  would  result  from  it.  He  thought, 
even,  that  there  would  be  a  considerable  savins  of 
expense  in  settling  the  matter  beforehand,  when 
much  less  time  will  be  spent  in  debate.  Had 
the  question  been  determined  at  the  last  session, 
it  would  not  have  cost  the  community  one-tenth 
part  of  what  it  has  cost  them. 
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Mr.  BouDiNOT  flttid,  there  was  a  great  diiTerenee 
between  the  sarpltu  of  a  smaller  State  represented 
by  a  single  member,  and  that  of  a  larger  one,  whose 
representation  is  more  numerous;  as  the  wants, 
the  wishes,  and  the  intentions  of  the  constituents, 
are  better  represented  in  the  latter  case  than  in  the 
former.  He  wished  the  committee  mi^t  be  left 
at  liberty  to  derise  whaterer  means  might  seem 
most  likely  to  unite  both  sides  of  the  House ;  and 
wished  to  strike  out  all  the  latter  part  of  the  reso- 
lution, from  the  words  "first  enumeration." 

Mr.  Datton  thought  it  bv  no  means  proper, 
that  the  present  Congress  snould  undertake  to 
legislate,  not  only  for  their  constituents^  but  also 
for  their  successors  in  the  House,  especially  in  a 
point  which  the  future  Congress  will  be  more 
competent  to  decide  upon. 

Mr.  LiTBRMORB  remarked,  that  if  the  ratio  be 
applied  to  the  people  of  particular  States,  it  will 
be  erer  productive  of  inec^uality.  Although  a  frac- 
tional number  may  remain  as  well  in  a  mge  as  in 
a  small  State;  yet,  it  will  not  affect  the  larger  so 
much  as  the  smaller  one.  The  ratio  of  thirty  thou- 
sand py^  Virginia  twenty-one  Representatiyes; 
and  if  there  remained  even  a  surplus  of  twenty- 
nine  thousand,  that  State  could  not  feel  her  inte- 
rests yery  sensibly  affectckl,  and  would  haye  little 
reason  to  complain;  whereas,  that  ratio  operates 
more  strongly  against  the  States  of  Vermont,  New 
Hampshire,  New  Jersey,  and  Delaware,  whose 
Representatiyes  are  so  much  inferior  in  number. 
Delaware,  for  instance,  haying  but  one  Repre- 
sentatiye  and  a  fraction  of  aboye  twenty-fiye  thou- 
sand, would  be  represented  in  the  ratio  of  only  one 
to  firhr-fiye  thotisand.  This  inequality  miffht  be 
remedied,  unless  gentlemen,  because  the  sciue  was 
now  turned  in  their  fayor.  Wished  to  take  all  pos- 
sible adyantage  of  it,  and,  as  far  as  in  their  power, 
to  giye  perpetuity  to  the  law,  and  make  the  ratio 
apply  to  eyery  future  census  for  eyer.    But  could 

Sntlemen  say  there  is  now  more  wisdom  in  the 
ouse  than  eyer  can  be  collected  into  it  at  any 
future  period?  Gentlemen  had  asserted  that  one 
hundred  and  twenty  Representatiyes  will  possess 
double  that  share  or  wisaom,  which  falls  to  the  lot 
of  sixty ;  and  this  yery  argument  had  been  strong- 
ly urged  for  increasing  the  representation  to  the 
utmost  extent  allowed  by  the  Constitution,  because 
the  House  is  then  to  possess  twice  or  three  times 
more  wisdom  than  is  now  contained  within  its 
walls.  Posterity,  he  hoped,  might  be  trusted  to 
pass  laws  that  will  affect  their  own  time. 

After  some  further  remarks  by  Messrs  Gerry, 
NiLEs^  and  Barnwell, 

A  diyision  of  the  question  was  called  for ;  and 
the  question  being  put,  for  striking  out  the  words, 
*^and  making  proyision  for  a  second  enumeration, 
and  for  an  apportionment  of  Representatiyes  there- 
on, to  compose  the  House  of  Representatiyes  after 
the  3d  day  of  March,  1797:" 

It  passed  in  the  negatiye — Yeas  22,  Nays  36,  as 
follows : 

TxAs< — Elias  Boudinot,  Shearjashnb  Bourne,  Ben- 
kunin  Bourne,  Abraham  Clark,  Jonathan  Dayton, 
Thomas  Fitzaimons,  Nicholas  Gilinan,  Andrew  Gregg, 
Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Heister,  Israel  Jacobs,  Aaron 


KitAell,  Amasa  Learned,  Samwri  Ltrennoie,  Nathaniel 
Nilea,  ComeliDs  C.  8ciioonmaker,  Jodnia  8eney,  Jere- 
miah Smith,  brael  Smith,  Peter  Sylreeter,  Thomas 
Todor  Tucker,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

Nats^ — ^Fisher  Ames,  John  BaptisI  Ashe,  Abraham 
Baldwin,  Robert  BamwdQ,  Egbert  Benson,  John  Bromiy 
WiUiam  Findley,  Elbridge  Gerry,  William  B.  OBee, 
Benjamin  Goo&ne,  Samuel  Giiflin,  William  Barry 
Grove,  Daniel  Hnger,  Philip  Key,  John  W.  Kitten, 
John  Laoranoe,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel  BCaooOy 
James  MadiKm,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Angnetos 
Muhlenberg,  WiUiam  Vans  Murray,  John  Page,  V^ 
ton  Sheridine,  John  Steele,  Samnel  Sterrett,  Jonathan 
Sturges,  Thomas  Sumpter,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas 
Tredwell,  Abraham  V  enable,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  An- 
thony Wayne,  Alexander  White,  Hugh  WiHiamaont 
and  Francis  WilUs. 

The  question  being  then  put,  for  striking  out  the 
words,  "and  that  no  greater  ratio  be  reported  than 
thirty  thousand  inhabitants  for  eyery  represent- 
atiye:" 

It  was  resolyed  in  the  afllrmatiye — Yeas  32j 
Nays  26,  as  follows : 

YsASw — Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Elias  Boudinot,  8hc«naahnb  Bourne,  Abraham 
Clark,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  Nicho- 
las Gihnan,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  Andrew  Gregg,  Wil- 
liam Barry  Grore,  Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Heister, 
Israel  Jacobs,  Philip  Key,  Aaron  fetchell,  John  W. 
Kittera,  Amasa  Learned,  Samuel  Ltrermore,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  James  Madison,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Jeremiah 
Smith,  Israel  Smith,  John  Steele,  Jonathan  Sturges, 
Peter  Sylvester,  George  Thatchw,  Thomas  Tndor  Tuck- 
er, Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Artemas  Ward,  and  Francis 
Willis. 

Nats^— ^ohn  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Ben- 
jamin Bourne,  John  Brown,  William  Findley,  Elbridge 
Geny,  WiUiam  B.  Giles,  James  Gordon,  Samuel  Griffin^ 
Daniel  Hnger,  John  Lauftmce,  Richard  Bhmd  Lee, 
Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  Wil- 
liam Vans  Murray,  John  Page,  Cornelius  C.  Schoonmai- 
ker,  Joshua  Seney,  Upton  Sheridine,  Samuel  Sterrett, 
Thomas  Sumpter,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham  Yen- 
able,  Anthony  Wayne,  Alexander  White,  and  Hugh 
Williamson. 

And  then  the  main  question  being  put,  that  the 
House  do  agree  to  the  said  resolution,  amended  to 
read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  a  bill  be  prepared  for  apportion- 
ing Representatiyes  among  the  seyeral  States, 
according  to  the  first  enumeration,  and  making 
proyision  for  a  second  enumeration,  and  for  an 
apportionment  of  Representatiyes  thereon,  to  com- 

Sose  the  House  of  Representatiyes  after  the  3d 
ay  ojf  March,  1797:  it  was  resolyed  in  the  affirm- 

atiye. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  Mr.  Benson. 
Mr.  Madison,  and  Mr.  Gerry,  do  prepare  and 
brinfi^  in  the  same. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reportea  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to  the  bill  to  ascertain  and  regulate  the 
claims  to  half-pay  and  to  inyalid  pensions,  and 
made  some  progress  therein;  when  the  House  ad- 
journed. 
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Wbdnbsday,  January  25. 

Re§olvedj  That  tke  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this 
House  copies  of  the  official  communications  which 
have  taken  place  between  the  Governor  of  the 
State  of  PennsylTania  and  the  Secretary  of  War. 
with  respect  to  the  raising^  of  troops  within,  and 
«nder  tibe  direction  of  the  said  Btate. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  Mondav  last,  to  the  bill  to  ascer- 
tain and  rebate  the  claims  to  half-pay  and  to 
invalid  pensions;  and  the  same  beins  twice  read, 
were  a^eed  to ;  and  the  bill  beinsp  further  amended 
at  the  Clerk's  table,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Madison,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
nresented  a  bill  for  making  further  and  more  ef- 
fectual provision  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers 
of  the  United  States;  which  was  received,  read 
twice,  and  committed. 


Thursday,  January  26. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  ascertain  and  regulate  the 
claims  to  half-pay  and  to  invalid  pensions  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

PROTECTION  OP  THE  FRONTIERS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  making  further 
and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  Protection  of 
the  Frontiers  of  the  United  States. 

A  motion  beins  made  to  strike  out  the  second 
section  of  the  bil^  which  contemplates  the  raising 
of  three  additional  regiments  of  infantry  and  a 
^uadron  of  light  dragoons,  amounting  in  all  to 
three  thousand  and  forty  men,  exclusive  of  com- 
missioned officers — 

It  was  urged  in  favor  of  the  motion,  that  the  In- 
dian war,  in  which  the  United  States  are  at  pre- 
sent involved,  was,  in  its  origin,  as  unjustly  un- 
dertaken as  it  has  since  been  unwisely  and. unsuc- 
cessfully conducted ;  that  depredations  had  been 
committed  by  the  whites  as  well  as  by  the  Indi- 
ans ;  and  the  whites  were  most  probably  th^  ag- 
ipressors,  as  they  frequently  made  encroachments 
on  the  Indian  lands,  whereas  the  Indians  showed 
no  inclination  to  obtain  possession  of  our  territory, 
or  even  to  make  temporary  invasions  until  urffed 
to  it  by  a  sense  of  their  wrongs.  A  proof  of  tnis 
unencroaching  disposition  on  their  part  plainly  ap- 
peared in  their  conduct,  after  the  victory  they 
hitely  obtained  over  our  troops ;  for,  when  flushed 
with  success,  they  might  have  swept  the  country 
before  them,  and  penetrated  as  far  as  Pittsburg, 
they  contented  themselves  with  the  advantage 
they  had  gained  over  their  invaders,  and  did  not 
attempt  to  invade  our  territories  in  return^  al- 
thougn  there  was  nowhere  at  hand  a  sufficient 
force  to  check  their  career. 

The  mode  of  treating  the  Indians  in  general  was 
reprobated  as  unwise  and  impditic.  The  Indians 
are  with  difficulty  to  be  reduced  by  the  sword^  but 
mav  easily  be  sained  by  justice  and  moderation ; 
^jkd,  although  their  cruelties  are  alleged  as  reasons 


for  a  different  conduct,  and  the  sufferings  of  the 
white  people  pathetically  deplored,  these  narra- 
tives, it  was  said,  are  at  best  but  ex  parte  evidence — 
we  hear  nothing  of  the  sufferings  of  the  Indians — 
but  if  Complanter's  speech  were  read,  it  woidd  set 
the  matter  in  a  very  different  point  of  view,  and 
furnish  a  complete  answer  to  all  the  charges  of 
their  accusers. 

Peace,  it  was  said,  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Indian  tribes  at  a  much  less  expense  than  would 
be  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  war.  To  per- 
severe in  hostilities  would  be  wasting  the  puhlic 
money  to  a  very  bad  purpose  indeed ;  for,  suppos- 
ing our  arms  crowned  with  victory,  what  are  the 
advantages  we  may  expect  to  reap  from  our  suc- 
cess ?  We  can  only  gain  possession  of  their  lands — 
a  possession  that  must  long  continue  unproductive 
ofthe  smallest  benefit,  as  we  already  possess  land 
sufficient — more,  in  fact,  than  we  will  be  abl^  to 
cultivate  for  a  century  to  come. 

Instead  of  being  ambitious  to  extend  our  bound- 
aries, it  would  answer  a  much  better  national  pur- 
pose to  check  the  roving  disposition  of  the  frontier 
settlers,  and  prevent  them  from  too  suddenly  ex- 
tending themselves  to  the  Western  waters.  If 
kept  closer  together,  and  more  nearly  connected 
with  the  old  settlements,  they  would  be  more  use- 
ful to  the  community  at  large,  and  would  not  so 
frequently  involve  us  in  unnecessary  and  expen- 
sive wars  with  the  Indians ;  but  if  permitted  to 
rove  at  pleasure,  they  will  keep  the  nation  em- 
broiled in  perpetual  warfare  as  long  as  the  Indians 
have  a  single  acre  of  ground  to  rest  upon. 

If  the  citizens  ot  the  United  States  were  recalled 
within  their  proper  boundaries,  there  they  might, 
for  years  to  come,  cultivate  the  soil  in  peace,  nei- 
ther invaded  nor  invading.  As  the  country  pro- 
gresses in  population,  and  our  limits  are  found  too 
narrow,  it  will  then  be  soon  enough  to  contem- 
plate a  gradual  extension  of  our  frontier :  but,  in 
the  mean  time,  it  is  an  idle  profusion  of  blood  and 
treasure  to  carry  war  beyond  our  present  line  of 
forts.  It  is  only  exposing  our  arms  to  disgrace, 
betraying  our  own  weakness,  and  lessening  the 
public  c^ifidence  in  the  G^eneral  Cbvemment,  to 
send  forth  armies  to  be  butchered  in  the  forests, 
while  we  suffer  the  British  to  keep  possession  of 
the  posts  within  our  territory. 

As  long  as  Britain  is  suffered  to  retain  these 
posts,  we  can  never  hope  to  succeed  a^inst  the 
Indians ;  nor  ought  we  to  trace  our  late  misfortune 
to  any  other  source  than  her  still  holdinfi^  them  in 
her  possession.  Were  they  in  our  hands,  the  In- 
dians could  not  carry  on  tneir  operations  against 
us  with  the  same  dc^ee  of  vigor  as  they  now  do ; 
for  it  is  from  those  forts  that  they  obtain  their  sup- 
plies of  arms  and  ammunition,  with  which  they 
can  be  at  all  times  plentifully  furnished,  as  long 
as  thinffs  continue  on  their  present  footing. 

Until  those  posts  are  in  our  possession,  it  will 
be  in  vain  to  send  our  armies  into  the  wilderness. 
A  body  of  five  thousand  men,  sent  out  against  the 
Indians,  under  the  present  circumstances,  would 
be  as  effectually  defeated  as  the  smaller  ones  have 
ahready  been.  In  those  wilds,  our  troops  have  no 
friend  at  hand  to  fbmish  them  with  supplies,  or  to 
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IjiTe  them  iatelligeBfee  <^tlic  a^ptoftdi  aod  open- 
turns  of  the  enemy ;  whereas,  the  Indiana,  reeeir- 
in^  hoth  aid  and  mfbfmation  from  their  friendly 
neighborly  can  pre-eoncert  their  plans,  and  chooser 
according  to  their  own  conrenience,  tne  place  ana 
the  hoar  of  attack,  as  thev  did  before. 

It  was  here  obnsrred,  hy  an  honorable  gentle- 
man on  the  other  side  of  the  qaestion,  that  we 
ought  andoabtedly  toget  possession  of  those  posts ; 
and  that  we  misht  have  Ions  since  obtained  it,  if 
we  had  only  laid  a  seasonable  embargo  on  all  the 
British  shifting  in  oar  ports ;  though  he  doobted 
whether  it  would  at  present  be  worth  while  to 
take  soch  a  step,  as  the  filngUsh  have  lost  so  great 
a  portion  of  our  carrying  trade,  in  consequence  of 
the  additional  tonna^  laid  on  their  ressels. 

In  iayor  of  the  motum,  it  was  farther  orged^  that, 
simposing  even  the  war  to  hare  been  onginally 
onoertaken  with  justice  on  oar  side — supposing, 
also,  that  the  national  lumor  and  interest  callM 
for  a  continuance  of  hostilities — ^yet,  as  it  was  by 
no  means  either  necessary  or  prudent  to  invade 
the  Indian  territory,  as  this  had  been  attempted  in 
two  soccessiye  campaigns,  and  the  event  nacL  in 
hoth  instances,  been  such  as  to  afford  no  very  flat- 
tering pro^iect  from  a  third  expedition  of  the  same 
kind,  it  was  thou^t  much  more  advisable  to  con- 
tent ourselves  with  defending  the  frontier ;  and 
this  might  be  done  without  making  so  great  an 
auffmentatioa  in  the  military  establishmait 

The  only  use  of  regular  troops  on  the  frontier 
is  to  garrison  the  forts,  and  to  have  a  standing  force 
in  the  neighborhood  to  form  a  station^  to  which 
the  militia  may  resort  either  for  protection  or  sup- 
plies ;  but  as  to  active  service,  the  frontier  militia 
mid  rangers  were  pronounced  to  be  by  far  prefer- 
able to  the  reffular  troop&  as  being  more  expert 
woodsmen,  and  better  mibituated  to  the  Indiui 
mode  of  fighting.  To  defend  the  forts,  a  small 
number  of  regulars  would  be  sufficient.  The  pre- 
sent establishment  of  two  regiments  would,  if  com- 
jdeted,  be  amply  adequate  to  the  purpose,  and, 
when  assisted  oy  such  forces  as  misht  at  all  times 
be  collected  on  the  frontier,  would  be  able  to  repel 
every  inroad  of  the  enemy. 

Experience  has  proved  that  the  sudden  and  de- 
sultory attacks  of  the  frontier  militia  and  rangers 
are  ever  attended  with  better  success  than  the 
methodical  operations  of  a  regular  force.  The 
former  are  better  calculated  for  expedition  and 
surprise,  makins  unxpected  sallies,  scouring  the 
country  in  amul  bodies,  harassing  the  Inmans, 
and  intercepting  their  straggling  parties,  by  whom 
their  motions  are  unobserved ;  whereas,  when  a 
body  of  regulars  take  the  field,  encumbered  with 
baggage  and  heavy  artillery,  the  unavoidable  slow- 
ness of  their  movements  affords  the  enemy  an  op- 
portunity of  watching  all  their  operations,  collect- 
ing their  whole  force,  and  skulking  in  the  woods 
around  them  till  they  can  seize  the  favorable  mo- 
ment to  strike  a  sudden  blow,  which  they  general- 
ly do  with  success,  but  which  they  could  never 
attempt  if  exposed  every  hour  to  the  unforeseen 
attacu  of  our  woodsmen,  who  would  keep  their 
attention  constantly  engaged  in  aM  quarteriL  and 
thus  prevent  them  from  umtiag  in  large  bodies. 


It  was  further  observed  by  seue  gentlemen, 
who  even  admitted  the  ptomiety  of  invading  the 
Indian  territory,  that,  to  effect  this  with  soceess^ 
it  was  by  no  means  necessary  to  make  such  an  in- 
crease in  the  military  establishment  as  that  con- 
templated in  the  bilL  The  miscarriage  of  the  for- 
mer expeditions  could  not  (they  said)  be  allcoed 
as  a  sufficient  reason ;  for  it  is  well  known  taat 
the  former  establishment  was  far  from  being  com- 
plete. The  regulars  intended  for  the  serviea 
of  the  last  campaign  were  to  have  been  abow 
two  thousand  two  hundred ;  the  President  wad) 
besides,  empowered  to  raise  two  thouand  five  hun- 
dred levies,  in  addition  to  the  regulars ;  and  theaa 
would,  together,  have  c<mstitutedan  army  of  abeoi 
four  thousand  seven  hundred  men.  Had  such  n 
body  been  employed,  we  might  reasonably  have 
expected  much  better  success  against  the  Indiansy 
whose  numbers  were  so  far  inferior ;  the  whole 
force  of  the  Wabash  tribes  not  amountinff  to  above 
eleven  or  twelve  hundred  warriors,  wno  never 
could  keep  the  field  for  any  length  of  time,  bat 
must  be  soon  obliged  to  disperse,  without  ventur- 
ing an  attack  upon  an  army  of  such  superior 
strength. 

Instead  of  this,  our  army  consisted  of  only  aboot 
twelve  hundred  men,  and  of  these  not  above  fovr 
or  five  hundred  were  reffular  troops ;  besides^  had 
even  thb  force  been  sufficient,  if  employed  in  sea- 
son, the  delavs  that  had  taken  i^ace  m  the  execu- 
tion of  the  plan  would  alcme  have  been  sufficient 
to  defeat  the  intended  purpose.  During  the  win- 
ter, the  law  was  passed  for  raising  the  additional 
troops  for  carrying  on  the  war  wim  greater  vigor. 
The  whole  summer  was  spent  in  the  business,  and 
the  few  men  that  we  did  enlist  were  not  raised 
till  late  in  the  fall.  Collected  at  length  at  the 
head  of  the  Ohio,  they  fruitlessly  loitered  away 
their  time,  till  they  finuly  erected  a  monument  to 
our  eternal  disgrace  and  mfamy. 

Whatever  troops  are  to  be  employed,  ought  to 
be  raised  with  diligence  and  despatcn,  if  we  wish 
to  avoid  a  similar  miscarriage  in  our  next  attempt* 
The  army  ought  not  to  enter  the  Indian  country 
tiU  their  whole  force  is  complete.  Difficulties, 
however,  and  delay,  equal  to  tnose  of  last  year, 
may  be  expected  m  enlisting  the  men ;  and  wcr 
shall  have  the  officers  in  pay  a  considerable  time 
without  any  soldiers.  Perhaps  the  former  pay  of 
the  troops  was  too  low,  and  proper  effective  men 
were  unwilling  to  accept  of  it ;  if  so,  let  it  be  raised, 
let  the  men  be  well  clothed  and  fed,  and  they  will 
more  readily  engage  in  the  service.  Probably,  afeo, 
the  term  of  three  years  was  an  objection  with 
many,  who  woald  otherwise  have  ioined  our  stand- 
ard«  If  enlisted  only  for  six  months,  the  ranks  will 
be  sooner  filled :  and  this  ought  to  nave  consider- 
able weight  with  those  who  advocate  the  augment- 
ation of  the  military  establishment^  as  they  cannot 
but  know  that,  if  we  set  about  enlisting  tne  num- 
ber of  men  contemplated  in  the  bill,  and  in  the 
manner  there  prescribed,  they  cannot  be  raised 
time  enough  to  render  any  service  in  the  next 
campaign. 

The  mformatioa  contained  in  the  report  on  the 
table  was  not,  it  was  said,  to  be  implicidy  relied 
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on.  Thftt  report  was  made  by  a  man  idio  had 
net  pofsooally  Tisitedl  the  frontier.  Others,  who 
had  Men  on  the  spot,  were  of  opinion  that,  if  two 
thousand  levies  had  been  raised  last  year,  they 
would  hare  been  sufficient,  not  only  for  the  de- 
fenee  of  the  frontier,  bat  eren  for  any  offensive 
operations  that  might  have  been  thought  neces- 
sary. 8«ch  troops^  collected  in  the  vicinity,  are 
more  competent  to  the  undertaking  thiyi  the  troops 
now  in  contemplation.  No  complaint  had  been 
OMde  of  their  conduct.  Whenever  they  vrere 
tned,  they  behaved  as  well  as  the  regulars,  and,  in 
the  action  under  General  St.  Clair,  they  gave  equal 
proofs  of  their  valor. 

it  was  flurther  urffed,  that  the  frontier  militia 
m  not  only  equal,  but  ii^itelv  miperior  to  any 
regular  troops  whatever,  for  the  cmence  of  the 
bOTderS)  and  that  they  are,  in  fact,  the  only  force 
that  can  be  effectually  employed  in  exp^itions 
against  the  hostile  Indians,  whose  mode  of  fight- 
mi^  is  fieusiiliar  to  them,  and  does  not  strike  them 
with  that  degree  of  terror  with  ndiich  it  inspires 
thoee  men  who  enlist  on  the  regular  establish- 
ment. These  latter  beinff  collected  in  the  heart 
of  populous  cities,  where  we  face  of  an  Indian  is 
smom  seen,  hardly  know  whether  the  Indian  and 
his  horse  are  not  the  same  animal.  And  when 
they  aromach  the  enemy,  at  the  very  first  shout, 
even  before  he  is  in  view,  they  are  terrified  at  the 
idcA  of  savage  barbarity,  which  they  have  ever 
been  taught  to  reflect  on  with  horror,  and,  being 
incapable  of  resistance,  they  commit  their  safety 
fe  flight  To  prove  the  superiority  of  the  militia, 
gentlemen  need  only  contrast  the  despatch  and 
success  of  the  expedition  conducted  by  Gkneral 
Bcott,  with  the  delays,  disgrace,  and  mortification, 
which  attended  that  under  G^eneral  St.  Clair,  and 
emnider  the  difference  of  the  expense  on  those 
two  occasions. 

The  exi)ense  of  such  an  army  as  the  bill  con- 
temj^tes  is  an  object  w^  worthy  of  serious  con- 
sideration, especiallv  at  the  present  moment,  when 
there  is  scarcely  a  oollar  in  the  Treasury.  Qen- 
^emen  would  also  do  well  to  advert  to  the  pro- 
gress of  this  business,  and  consider  where  they 
were  likely  to  stop,  if  they  went  on  at  the  present 
rate.  At  first,  only  a  single  regiment  haid  been 
raised,  and  the  expense  was  about  ^00.000;  a 
second  was  afterwards  added,  winch  swelled  the 
expense  to  about  $300,000 ;  and  now  a  standing 
foree  of  5,168  men  is  contemnlated,  at  an  annutu 
eskpense  of  above  a  million  ana  a  quarter  of  dol- 
lars. Can  this  be  justified  in  the  present  state  of 
our  finances,  when  it  is  well  known  that  the  Se- 
oretery  ci  the  Treasury,  having  been  requested  by 
the  members  from  a  particular  State  to  build  a 
light-house  on  a  part  of  their  coast,  declined  the 
undertaking,  and  alleged  the  want  of  funds  as  the 
reason? 

Our  resources,  however,  might  be  made  to  an-* 
swer  for  the  support  of  such  a  force  as  that  which 
was  mtended  for  the  service  of  the  preceding  year, 
and  there  would  be  little  complaint  or  dissatisfoe- 
ti<m  amons  the  people.  Very  few  murmurings 
were  heard  against  the  former  establishment  j  bat 
sueh  a  one  as  tsnoweonttn^teed  will  be  thought 


extravagant,  will  breed  discontent  among  the  oiti* 
zens  of  the  Uiuted  States,  and  perhaps  afford  our' 
neighbors  in  Canada  an  opportunity  to  take.ad^ 
vantage  of  our  divided  situation,  and  involve  us 
in  a  war  more  dangerous  than  the  former  which 
separated  us  from  Great  Britain. 

ApfHrehensions,  it  b  said,  are  entertained,  that 
the  object  contemplated  in  raising  these  additional 
troops  is  not  so  much  to  punish  and  coerce  the 
Indians,  as  to  have  a  standing  regular  force  equdl 
to  what  the  British  have  on  thb  continent  This 
is  said  to  amount  to  about  six  thousand  men.  in* 
eluding  those  in  Canada.  But  it  is  to  be  remarked, 
that  tSe  British  nation  has  not  above  one  tkcueani 
men  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States ;  and 
yet,  with  this  handful  of  troops,  they  not  <mly  keep 
the  Indians  in  awe,  but  even,  m  opposition  to  the 
wishes  of  the  United  States,  retain  possession  of 
tlKMe  posts  which  should  have  been  ceded  to  us 
pursuant  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty.  Why,  thea^ 
IS  it  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  posis 
and  garrisoning  them,  to  increase  the  standina 
force  to  so  large  a  number  as  that  contemjdatel 
in  the  clause  under  consideration  ?  During  our 
late  arduous  struggle  for  liberty,  when  we  had  to 
cope  with  the  mostpowerfril  nation  under  heaven, 
the  Commander-in-tohief  had  never  at  any  one 
time  above  -ten  thousand  men  under  his  own  im*' 
mediate  command ;  and  if,  with  so  small  a  force^ 
we  were  able  to  effect  so  glorious  a  RevoiutioB| 
there  can  be  no  necessity  ^  goin^  such  len^hs  at 
present,  for  the  sake  of  eatablishing  a  military 
character.  It  is  strange  policy,  indeed,  to  raise 
five  or  six  thousand  men  to  oppose  a  handful  of 
Indian  banditti,  whose  utmost  amount  does  not, 
from  the  documents  on  the  table,  appear  to  exceed 
twelve  hundred. 

We  are  preparing  to  squander  away  money  by 
millions ;  and  no  one,  except  those  who  are  in  the 
secrets  of  the  Cabii^  knows  for  what  reason  the 
war  has  been  thus  carried  on  for  three  years.  Bat 
what  funds  are  to  defray  the  increased  expense  ei 
maintaining  such  a  force  as  is  now  contemplated  1 
The  excise  is  both  unpopular  and  unproauctive. 
The  impost  duties  have  oeen  raised  as  high  as  is 
consistent  with  prudence.  To  increase  them« 
would  be  but  to  open  a  door  for  smuggling,  ima 
thus  diminish  their  productiveness.  And  ifthose 
sources  of  revenue  fail — ^if  our  finances  be  thus 
exhausted  in  unnecessary  wars — we  shall  be  im* 
able  to  satisfy  the  public  creditors,  unless  recourse 
be  had  to  new  taxes,  the  cimsequence  of  which 
may,  with  just  reason,  be  deplored ;  whereas,  if 
we  but  keep  our  expenses  within  bounds— if  we 
nurse  our  finances — we  shall  be  respectable  among 
the  nations  of  the  earth,  nor  will  any  nation  dare 
to  insult  u&  or  be  able  to  do  it  with  impunity. 

During  the  course  of  these  observations,  an  boo* 
orable  gendeman  asked,  whether  this  was  a  day 
set  apart  for  rhetorical  flourishes,  as  the  j^^alleries 
were  open,  and  he  saw  the  short-hand  writers  sta* 
tioned  at  their  different  posts? 

At  an  early  stage  of  the  debate,  an  honorable 
gentleman  had  suggested,  that,  instead  of  passing 
a  law  for  raisiiu^  at^  events  the  additional  regi- 
ments, whieh,  mr  his  part,  he  did  not  think  ^ices* 
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sary,  the  House,  if  they  finally  determined  the 
iiresent  establishment  to  be  insufficient,  would  per- 
haps do  better  to  appropriate  a  certain  sum  of 
money,  to  enable  the  Executive  to  call  in  such 
additional  aid  as  circumstances  may  require. 

To  this  it  was  objected,  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  Representatives  of  the  People,  in  all  appopri- 
ations  of  the  public  money,  to  make  them  for  cer^ 
tain  specific  purposes.  To  act  otherwise  on  the 
present  occasion  would  be  setting  a  precedent  that 
might,  in  its  consequences,  prove  highly  injurious ; 
for,  although  the  greatest  confidence  may  safely 
be  reposed  in  the  virtue  and  integrity  of  lum  who 
now  nils  the  Presidential  Chair,  it  is  impossible 
to  foresee  what  use  may  hereafter  be  made  of  the 
precedent  by  his  successors,  or  how  far  it  may  be 
carried. 

Against  the  motion  for  striking  out.  and  in  fa- 
vor of  the  proposed  augmentation  of  tne  military 
establishment,  it  was  urged :  That,  as  to  the  ius- 
tice  of  the  war  carried  on  against  the  Indian  tribes, 
that  was  a  question  which  could  not  admit  of  a 
doubt  in  the  mind  of  any  man  who  would  allow 
that  self-preservation  andf  indispensable  necessity 
are  sufficient  causes  to  justifv  a  nation  in  taking 
up  arms.  If  the  present  war  be  not  in  every  re- 
spect justifiable,  then  there  never  was,  nor  ever 
will  be,  a  just  war.  It  was  originally  undertaken, 
and  since  carried  on.  not  for  the  sake  of  conquest, 
but  to  defend  our  fellow-citizens,  our  friends,  our 
dearest  connexions,  who  are  daily  exjposed,  in  the 
frontier  settlements,  to  all  the  rage  or  savage  bar- 
barity, to  which  thejr,  with  their  wives  and  child- 
ren, must  soon  fall  victims,  unless  we  speedily  fiy 
to  their  assistance ;  and,  although  there  are  some 
people  who  utterly  deny  the  justice  of  any  war 
whatever,  this  doctrine,  however  fine  in  theory, 
will  hardly  ever  obtain  in  practice ;  for,  is  it  to  be 
imagined,  that  any  set  ot  men  are  of  such  a  pas- 
sive disposition  as  calmly  to  look  on  whilst  their 
friends  and  relations  are  butchered  before  their 
eyes,  and  to  refuse  giving  them  every  assistance 
in  their  power? 

The  murders  and  depredations  which  have  for 
^  years  past  been  repeatedly  committed  by  the  sa- 
vages, loudly  call  tor  redress.  From  various  docu- 
ments of  unquestionable  authority,  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  signed  and  attest- 
ed bv  the  Executive  and  Legislature  of  Kentucky, 
by  the  District  Judge,  and  tne  Captains  of  the  mi- 
litia, it  appears,  that  from  the  year  1783  to  1790, 
there  have  been,  of  tne  inhabitants  of  that  District, 
or  of  emigrants  on  their  wav  thither,  no  less  than 
fifteen  hundred  persons  either  massacred  by  the 
savages,  or  dragged  into  captivity,  two  thousand 
horses  taken  away,  and  other  property  {Sundered 
or  destroyed  to  the  amount  of  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars. And  there  is  good  reason  to  suppose  that  on 
the  other  frontiers  of  Virginia  and  rennsylvania 
the  number  of  persons  murdered  or  taken  prison- 
ers during  the  above  mentioned  period  would  fur- 
nish a  Ibt  of  one  thousand  or  fifteen  hundred 
more. 

The  white  people,  it  is  true,  have  sometimes 
committed  depreoations  on  tlvfs  Indians ;  but  the 
instances  have  been  rare  [the  honorable  gentle- 1 


man  who  spoke  did  not  recollect  above  one  ot 
two]  of  their  making  uniust  attacks  upon  the  sap 
vages ;  nor  did  they,  on  those  occasions,  commence 
hostilities  against  them  till  exasperated  by  the 
strongest  provocations  that  could  possibly  stimu- 
late me  human  heart  This  circumstance  may 
be  justly  allowed  as  some  palliation  of  the  ofience. 
Even  in  these  instances,  however,  a  few  individ- 
uals only  iKT^re  concern^ ;  and,  when  the  afikir 
came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  State,  ample  repa- 
ration was  made  to  the  iniured  party.  The  Ge- 
neral Government,  too,  had  shown  an  equal  dispo- 
sition to  do  justice  to  the  Indian  tribes.  Witness 
the  afiair  of  the  Cherokees ;  for,  as  soon  as  Con- 
gress had  heard  their  complaints  of  an  encroach- 
ment made  on  them  by  some  of  the  people  fr(»a 
the  frontier  of  the  Carolinas,  immediate  orders 
were  issued  for  obliging  the  intruders  to  evacuate 
the  Indian  territory. 

But,  notwithstanding  the  disposition  that  pre- 
vails, as  well  in  the  Legislatures  of  those  States 
whose  frontiers  are  most  exposed,  as  in  the  Gene- 
ral Government,  to  cultivate  peace  and  amity  with 
the  neighboring  Indians,  that  desirable  object  is 
become  utterly  unattainable  in  the  present  posture 
of  afiairs.   The  frontier  Indians  have  killed  a  num- 
ber of  whites ;  the  whites,  in  their  turn,  have  made 
retaliation.    Both  parties  are  in  the  highest  de- 
gree exasperated  against  each  other,  andlikely  to 
continue  so,  in  spite  of  every  endeavor  that  can 
be  made  to  efi*ect  a  reconciliation.    With  minds 
thus  irritated,  it  is  vain  to  hope  for  peace,  as  long 
as  they  continue  in  jsach  other's  neighbornood.  U 
is  therefore  necessary  to  form  a  strong  barrier,  to 
keep  them  asunder,  unless,  indeed,  the  advocates 
for  a  cessation  of  hostilities  would  obUffe  the  fron- 
tier settlers  to  abandon  their  lands.    But  by  what 
new-invented  rule  of  right  should  the  inhabitants 
of  Kentucky,  and  the  other  frontier  settlers,  be 
laid  under  a  ^eater  obligation  tlum  any  other 
citizens  of  the  United  States  to  relinquish  apro- 
perty  legally  acquired  by  fiEur  purchase  ?     Were 
It  even  proposed  to  pacify  the  savages,  by  purchas- 
ing the  lands  anew,  such  a  measure  would  an- 
swer no  other  purpose  than  that  of  procuring  a 
temporary  peace,  which  would  soon  again  be  in- 
terrupted by  a  war  that  would  reproduce  the  ne- 
cessity of  Bjtain.  having  recourse  to  the  same  ex- 
pedient.   We  should  have  to  purchase  the  lands 
again  and  a«[ain,  without  end.    By  thus  squander- 
ing the  public  money,  year  af^er  year,  we  should 
swell  the  national  debt  to  an  amount  tnat  we  can- 
not possibly  foresee.    Better  at  once  to  make  a 
vigorous  effort,  to  act  in  a  manner  becoming  the 
national  dignity,  and  to  maintain  our  ground  by 
war,  since  we  cannot  obtain  a  durable  or  an  ho- 
norable peace. 

Attempts  have,  at  various  times,  been  made  to 
effect  treaties  of  peace  with  the  Indian  tribes  with 
whom  we  are  now  at  war ;  and^  although  th^ 
efforts  have  constantly  proved  meffectual,  they 
yet  show  that,  neither  the  United  Stat^  nor  the 
State  of  Virfrinia  were  backward  on  their  part  to 
adopt  conciliatory  measures,  and  to  do  away  that 
animosity  which  had  commenced  on  the  part  of 
the  savages  at  an  early  period  of  the  late  war  with 
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G^eat  Britain,  and  had  continued  to  break  out  at 
intervals  ever  since.  In  the  years,  1783,  '84,  '85, 
'87,  '88,  and  '90.  offers  of  peace  were  made  to 
them.  On  the  last  mentioned  occasion,  when  a 
treaty  was  proposed  at  the  Miami  village,  the  In- 
dians at  first  refused  to  treat  Thev  next  rec^red 
thirtv  days  to  deliberate;  and,  in  tne  interim,  the 
inhabitants  of  Kentucky  were  expressly  prohibited 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States  from  carry- 
ing on  any  offensive  operations  against  them ;  yet, 
notwithstanding  this  forbearance  on  the  part  of 
the  whites,  no  less  than  one  hundred  and  twenty 
persons  were  killed  or  captured  by  the  savages, 
and  several  prisoners  roasted  alive,  during  tnat 
short  period,  at  the  expiration  of  which,  tne  In- 
dians refused  to  give  any  answer  at  all. 

On  another  occasion,  the  Indians,  not  content 
with  rejecting  our  offers  of  peace,  proceeded  even 
80  far  as  to  insult  us,  by  telling  us  we  have  lands 
within  the  British  posts,  and  asking  us  why  we 
did  not  so  and  take  possession  of  them?  Will  it 
be  said  mat  we  are  unable  to  do  it?  Is  this  lan- 
fmge  to  be  used  within  the  United  States?  No! 
We  are  able,  abundantly  able  to  do  it,  whenever 
we  please;  and  if  we  would  but  retrench  our  ex- 
penses in  some  instances,  which  might  well  ad- 
mit of  a  reduction,  our  ability  would  still  increase; 
our  finances  are  not  q^uite  so  insufiicient  as  some 
gentlemen  seem  to  miagine,  nor  so  easily  de- 
ranged. We  are  still  able  to  prove  that  the  boast- 
ed ef&ciency  of  the  General  Uovernment  is  some- 
thing more  than  an  empty  name — we  can  yet 
raise  both  men  and  money  suf&cient  to  defend  the 
nation  from  either  injury  or  insult. 

It  is  now  too  late  to  mquire  whether  the  war 
was  originally  undertaken  on  the  principles  of 
justice  or  not.  We  are  actually  involved  in  it, 
and  cannot  recede,  without  exposing  numbers  of 
innocent  persons  to  be  butchered  by  the  enemy; 
for,  thougn  we  should  determine  to  discontinue 
the  war,  can  it  be  said  that  the  savages  will  also 
agree  to  a  cessation  of  hostilities?  It  is  well 
known  that  they  are  averse  to  peace;  and  even 
the  warmest  advocate  of  pacific  measures  must 
therefore  allow  that  the  war  is  a  war  of  necessity, 
and  must  be  supported.  We  cannot,  without  im- 
peachment both  to  our  justice  and  our  humanity, 
abandon  our  fellow-citizens  on  the  frontier  to  the 
rage  of  their  savage  enemies.  And  although  the 
excise  may  be  somewhat  unpopular,  although 
money  may  still  be  wanted;  what  is  the  excise? 
what  LB  money,  when  put  in  competition  with  the 
lives  of  our  friends  and  brethren? 

A  sufficient  force  must  be  raised  for  their  de- 
fence;  and  the  only  question  now  to  be  considered 
is,  what  that  force  shall  be?  Experience  has 
proved,  that  the  force  employed  in  tne  last  cam- 
paign was  inadequate.  It  is  true  the  establish- 
ment was  not  complete;  but  who  will  venture  to 
assert  that,  if  it  had  been  complete,  it  would  have 
been  sufllcient  for  the  intended  purpose?  Are 
gentlemen  who  assert  this  so  well  acquainted  with 
the  circumstances  of  the  enemv,  as  to  be  able  to 
ffive  «Ln  accurate  statement  of  tne  amount  of  their 
forces  on  the  frontier?  There  are  stronger  opinions 
in  favor  of  an  augmentation  of  the  army  than  can 


be  adduced  against  it — opinions,  given  by  men  of 
judgment  and  experience,  who  have  themselves 
been  on  the  spot,  and  are  well  acquainted  with 
the  situation  of  affairs  in  that  quarter.  These 
gentlemen,  who  must  be  allowed  to  be  competent 
judges,  are  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  present 
establishment,  though  completed  to  the  last  man, 
will  not  furnish  an  adequate  force  to  carry  on  the 
war  with  effect;  and  that  it  will  be  a  hopeless  at- 
tempt to  open  another  campaign,  with  a  less  than 
about  five  thousand  regular  troops,  the  number 
contemplated  in  the  bilL 

Nor  ought  that  number  to  be  deemed  extrava- 
fSJit,  under  an  idea  that  we  have  only  a  contempt- 
ible handful  of  banditti  to  contend  with.  Their 
numbers  were,  last  year,  from  authentic  docu- 
ments, stated  at  about  twelve  hundred  warriors, 
from  twenty-three  different  tribes;  such  was  the 
opposition  then  contemplated:  but  it  is  impossible 
to  ascertain  what  accessions  of  strength  they  have 
since  I'eceived,  or  even  what  force  they  had  en- 
gaged in  the  late  ui^ortunate  action,  as  the  very 
men  who  were  in  the  engagement  do  not  pretend 
to  form  any  just  or  accurate  estimate  of  the  num- 
ber of  their  assailants;  but  there  is  good  reason 
to  suppose  that  they  had  previously  entered  into 
an  association  with  various  tribes,  that  have  not 
as  yet  come  within  our  knowledge.  The  bows 
and  arrows  used  against  our  troops  on  that  occa- 
sion, afford  a  convincing  proof  that  they  had  foes 
to  encounter  from  distant  nations,  as  yet  unac- 
quainted with  the  use  of  fire-arms.  Nor  does  the 
account  of  the  bows  and  arrows  depend,  for  its 
authenticity,  on  newspaper  evidence  alone;  gen- 
tlemen of  unquestionaole  veracity,  who  were  per- 
sonaUy  engaged  in  the  action,  have  declared  that 
theyhad  themselves  noticed  the  arrows  flying. 

When  we  consider  the  warlike  dispc^ition  of 
the  Indians  in  general,  and  the  alacrity  with  which 
the  victors  are  ever  sure  to  be  joined  oy  numerous 
allies,  we  have  every  reason  to  expect  a  much 
more  formidable  opposition  in  the  next  campaign. 
It  is  well  known  that  the  savages  place  all  their 
glory  in  deeds  of  war;  and  that,  ainong  them,  a 
young  man  cannot  make  his  appearance  in  com- 
I>any  till  he  has  signalized  his  vsuor  by  some  mar- 
tial achievement.  When,  to  this  powerful  incen- 
tive, a  new  stimulus  is  added  by  the  trophies 
obtained  in  the  late  action,  it  is  presumable  that 
numbers  will  crowd  to  their  standard;^  and  it 
strongly  behooves  us  to  prepare  in  time  for  a  much 
more  vigorous  effort  than  any  we  have  yet  made 
against  mem. 

The  objections  drawn  from  the  increased  ex- 
pense, must  entirely  vanish  from  before  the  eyes 
of  any  man  who  looxs  forward  to  the  conseauences 
of  one  more  unsuccessful  campaign.  Such  a  dis- 
aster would  eventually  involve  the  nation  in  much 
greater  expense  than  that  which  is  now  made  the 
ground  of  opposition.  Better,  therefore,  at  once  to 
make  a  vigorous  and  effectual  exertion  to  bring 
the  matter  to  a  final  issue,  than  to  continue  gradu- 
ally draining  the  Treasury,  hy  dragging  on  the 
wan  and  renewing  hostilities  from  year  to  year. 

If  we  wish  to  bring  the  war  to  a  speedy  and  a 
happy  conclusion,  ana  to  secure  a  permanent  peace 
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to  the  inhabitants  on  the  frontier,  we  must  employ 
such  troops  and  adopt  such  measures  as  appear 
best  calculated  to  insure  success.  If  we  delay 
our  determination  imtil  the  force  of  the  enemy  be 
ascertained,  we  can  make  no  provision  at  all;  for 
die  nature  and  circumstances  of  the  case  preclude 
us  from  the  very  possibility  of  obtaining  a  know- 
ledge of  their  strength  and  numbers.  And  are 
w6.  meanwhile^  to  remain  inactive  and  irresolute, 
ana  make  no  eflortsto  repel  their  intended  attacks? 
No!  Whatever  their  numbers  may  be,  prudence 
calls  aloud  for  provision  of  some  kind.  And  if  ex- 
perience is  to  have  any  weight  with  us,  the  exam- 
Sle  of  the  French  and  of  the  British  points  out 
le  true  mode  of  securing  our  frontier,  and  render- 
ing it  invulnerable  to  an  Indian  foe.  Let  us  oc- 
cupy posts  in  the  vicinity  of  the  enemy,  let  them 
be  properly  garrisoned  and  well  provided,  and  the 
business  is  done. 

These  will  afford  an  opportunity  of  trading  with 
the  friendly  tribes,  and  wul  prevent  all  intercourse 
between  the  whites  and  the  Indians^  except  under 
proper  regulations.  Should  hostilities  be  medita- 
ted oy  any  tribes  who  are  not  in  amity  with  us, 
early  intelligence  of  their  movements  can  be  ob- 
tained; dieir  marauding  parties  may  either  be 
beaten  off  on  their  approach,  or  intercepted  on 
their  return ;  opportunities  may  be  taken  of  sepa- 
rately attacking  the  hostile  tribes;  their  old  men, 
their  squaws,  their  children,  will  be  exposed  a  great 
nart  of  the  year,  whilst  the  others  are  out  hunting. 
in  short,  if  fear,  hope,  interest,  can  be  supposed  to 
have  any  influence  on  the  Indians,  this  mode  of 
defence  must  be  allowed  to  be  preferable  to  any 
other,  as  giving  the  fdUest  scope  to  the  operation 
of  all  those  motives. 

A  different  mode  has  long  been  pursued  itk  Vir- 
ginia, and  adopted  by  the  inhabitants  of  Ken- 
tucky, but  its  success  has  not  been  such  as  to  offer 
any  mducement  to  the  Greneral  Governmet  to  fol- 
low the  same  plan.  Rangers  have  there  been  em- 
ployed for  a  number  of  years  to  scour  the  fron- 
tiers ;  and  those  rang^ers,  too,  were  expert  woods- 
men, perfectly  inured  to  the  Indian  mode  of  war- 
fare ;  yet,  notwithstanding  their  utmost  vigilance, 
the  savages  still  found  means  to  commit  all  the 
murders  and  depredations  already  enumerated. 
It  is  true,  however,  that  a  frontier  militia  man, 
trained  up  in  the  woods,  may  be,  in  many  respects, 
preferable  to  a  regular  soldier,  who  has  not  the 
same  knowledge  of  the  country,  and  of  the  mode 
of  fighting;  but  with  equal  experience,  (and  pro- 
per men,  possessed  of  that  experience,  may  be  en- 
Usted  on  tne  establishment)  regular  troops  will  be 
found  infinitely  superior  to  any  militia  upon  earth. 

Every  man  who  has  ever  seen  militia  in  the 
field,  cannot  but  know  that  a  very  trifling  disaster, 
or  a  slight  cause  of  discontent,  is  sufficient  to  make 
them  cusband  and  forset  all  subordination,  so  far 
as  even  to  neglect  tne  means  of  self-defence; 
iHiereas  regular  troops,  under  proper  discipline, 
and  acting  with  ^eater  steadiness  and  concert, 
are  much  more  to  be  depended  on,  especially  when 
the  object  of  attack  is  distant,  and  great  fatigue  is 
to  be  undergone.  The  militia,  in  whatever  mode 
hey  may  be  called  out,  will  hardly  fhrnish  men 


of  the  proper  description:  if  large  pay  be  offered, 
the  temptation  will  equally  prevail  upon  those 
who  are  unfit  for  the  service  as  it  will  upon  good, 
effectirft  1iktitk\  besides,  some  of  the  States  have 
no  m^tia  law^f  and,  even  in  those  States  which 
have  such  law^  they  are  gone  into  disuse ;  no  de- 
pendence can  tneref  ore  beplaced  on  militia  under 
any  laws  now  existing,  'fnere  is,  indeed,  a  gene- 
ral militia  law  now  l^ore  the  House ;  but  tf  it 
ever  passes,  it  certainly -cannot  be  passed  in  due 
season  to  answer  the  purpose  of  providing  for  the 
immediate  defence  of  the  frontier.  Regufir  troops 
must  be  raised,  or  nothing  effectual  can  be  done  a 
and  if  to  avoid  the  expense  we  refuse  the  only  aid 
that  may  prove  of  any  real  service,  we  render 
ourselves  responsible  for  the  consequences  of  this 
parsimonious  policy,  which  may  be  attended  with 
the  ruin  and  destruction  of  our  fellow-citizens  in 
the  Western  country. 

The  Complanter's  speech  was  again  mentioned 
and  called  for :  but,  as  it  had  been  confidentially 
communicated  by  the  President,  an  objection  was 
made  to  having  it  read  without  clearing  the  gal* 
leries.    Whereupon, 

An  honorable  member  arose,  and  mentioned  his 
having  read  it  in  one  of  the  puUic  newspapers  in 
the  State  of  New  Jersey. 

To  this  it  was  answered,  that  if  any  gentleman 
had  the  newspaper  to  produce,  the  speech  mifi^ht 
be  publicly  r^ui  from  that;  otnerwise,  although  it 
might  be  very  i^oper  that  the  speech  itself  should 
be  read,  yet,  as  it  had  been  conndentially  received 
from  the  Elxecutive,  there  would  be  a  manifest 
trespass  on  propriety  and  decorum  in  having  it 
reaa  with  open  galleries ;  it  was  therefore  wished 
that  the  galleries  might  be  cleared. 

The  Parliamentary  etiquette  requiring  that  this 
should  be  done  by  the  House^  and  not  by  a  com- 
mittee,, the  committee  rose  for  the  purpose ;  and, 

The  Speaker  having  resumed  the  Chair,  the 
motion  for  clearing  the  galleries  was  renewed. 

An  objection  was  here  started  by  an  honorable 

gentleman  in  favor  of  the  augmentation,  who  said 
lat,  as  some  gentlemen  had  spoken  on  the  popular 
side  of  the  question,  whUst  the  galleries  had  oeen 
open,  it  was  unfair  to  preclude  those  of  opposite 
sentiments  from  an  opportunity  of  answering  their 
arguments  in  the  same  public  manner,  and  proving 
to  the  people  the  justice  and  necessity  of  the  war. 
The  motion,  however,  was  persisted  in,  and  die 
galleries  were  cleared. 

[The  speakers  in  this  day's  debate  were 
Messrs.  Wayne,  GtooDHUB,  Boudinot,  Livbb- 
MORE,  Steele.  Parkeb,  Bourne,  (Rhode  Island,) 
White,  and  Moore.  Mr.  White  and  Mr.  Moobb 
opposed  the  motion ;  they  were  in  favor  of  the 
augmentation  proposed  in  the  bill.  The  other 
gentlemen  were  m  favor  of  striking  out  the 
clause.] 


Friday,  January  27. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  cov^rinff 
his  account  of  indents  of  interest  received  and 
issued  between  the  first  of  October,  and  die  thirty- 


d49 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


350 


January,  1792.] 


Protection  of  the  Frontier, 


[H.»ofR. 


first  of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-one,  inclusive ;  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

PROTECTION  OF  THE  FRONTIERS. 

'The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  making 
lur&er  and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Merger  rose  and  addressed  the  Chair  as 
follows : 

Mr.  Chairman :  I  originally  opposed  the  refer- 
ence of  this  subject  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, on  principles  supported  by  the  Constitution, 
by  tne  theory  of  free  Government,  and  from  prac- 
tical observation  on  the  progress  of  our  own,  and 
I  believe  the  result  now  before  us  will  fully  ex- 
emplify every  evil  predicted. 

£et  any  man  examine  this  bill,  and  compare  it 
with  the  terms  of  the  original  reference.  Let  it 
then  be  asked,  whether  the  submission  to  devise 
ways  and  means  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  the 
Western  frontier,  authorized  the  plans  proposed 
by  the  Treasury  Department,  that  T^e  are  now 
giving  sanction  to?  Did  it  authorize  a  perpetual 
tax,  irrep^dable  by  the  whole  Legislature,  without 
a  breach  of  faith,  according  to  received  doctrine  ? 
At  least,  80  fkr  placing  the  purse-strings  in  the 
hands  of  the  Executive,  who  may  refuse  an  assent 
to  the  repeal;  in  the  power  of  the  Senate  also,  and 
consequently  beyond  the  reach  of  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  people,  who  alone  are  deputized  by, 
and  may  be  recalled  by  the  great  mass  of  society, 
and  to  whom  the  Constitution  expressly  confines 
the  power  of  originating  money  bills.  Have  we, 
in  truth,  originated  this  money  bill?  Do  we  ever 
originate  any  money  bill  ?  If  a  reference,  such 
as  made  to  the  Secretary,  was  proposed  to  the 
Senate,  who  are  a  branch  or  the  Legislature,  near- 
ly of  equal  importance  with  ourselves,  would  it 
not  be  held  a  breach  of  the  Constitution  ?  Were 
they  to  propose  such  a  plan  as  this  to  us,  would  it 
n6t  be  received  with  indignation?  Why  so  little 
jealousy  of  the  Executive  Department,  separated 
by  the  Constitution  with  so  much  care  from  us? 
Of  the  Treasury  Department,  too,  which  is  con- 
sidered in  other  countries  as  possessing  and  exer- 
cising the  means  of  corruption?  It  is  in  my  judg- 
ment a  direct  infraction  of  the  letter  and  spirit  of 
the  Constitution,  of  the  principles  of  free  Govern- 
ment, and  I  have  heara  no  attempt  to  defend  it, 
but  on  the  ground  of  pitiful  evasion,  more  dishon- 
orable to  ourselves  and  dangerous  to  the  public, 
than  an  open  violation,  that  would  rouse  their  re- 
sentment and  insure  opposition. 

But  did  the  submission  of  a  provision  to  defend 
the  frontier  authorize  a  svstem  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  manufactures?  Thereby  placin|g  the  occu- 
pations and  productive  labor  or  our  citizens  imder 
the  direction  of  Government,  and  rendering  the  liv- 
ing of  the  artist  and  subsistence  of  the  farmer,  so  far 
eaually  dependent  on  and  subservient  to  the  views 
or  Administration  ?  Did  it  authorize  an  entire  pro- 
vision for  the  pub^c  debt,  past,  present,  and  to  come? 
Did  it  authorize  a  plan  for  supplying  former  de- 
ficiencies, which  it  is  admitted  do  not  exist?  Lustly , 


did  it  authorize  an  extensive  increase  of  the  Sink- 
ing Fund,  which  we  are  informed  is  one  of  the 
pnncipal  objects  ?  It  would  be  an  affront  to  com- 
mon sense  to  answer  one  of  these  queries  in  the 
affirmative — it  authorized  none  of  them.  And  yet 
these  are  all  its  offspring;  these  are  the  great  ob- 
jects it  pr6duced.  it  is  true  there  are  in  the  bill 
two  or  three  little  clauses  that  were  authorized, 
and  which  relate  to  the  submission,  and  which 
miffht  well  have  escaped  my  attention,  and  would 

Erobably  never  attract  the  ooservatbn  of  the  pub* 
c,  but  for  the  title — a  bill  for  the  protection  or  die 
frontiers.  By  these  clauses  five  hundred  and 
twenty-three  thousand  ddlars  of  the  wbde  mo* 
neys  to  be  forever  raised  firom  its  perpetual  reve* 
nue,  are  appropriated  for  this  year's  campaisn. 
After  that  sum  is  expended,  we  must,  even  ue 
next  year,  look  out  for  new  taxes,  ana  upon  the 
same  principles,  as  long  as  the  Indian  war  contin- 
ues (and  by  the  enlistments  it  is  not  contemplated 
to  be  of  very  short  duration^  new  taxes  must  be 
provided,  for  the  residue  of  tnese  taxes  are  by  this 
bill  appropriated  to  other  purposes,  for  ever,  after 
five  hundred  and  twenty-three  thousand  dollars 
are  paid.  This  appropriation  is  unalterable  even 
by  the  whole  Legislature,  unless  by  a  breach  of 
public  faith,  or  providing  other  equal  revenue. 
Should  every  year's  Indian  war,  and  every  nation^ 
al  disaster  excuse  Government  for  laying  a  per- 
petual tax,  eoual  to  the  increased  annual  demand, 
It  will  be  selling  us  defeats  at  a  very  high  price  $ 
and  if  Government  are  paid  so  well,  they  may 
be  tempted  to  repeat  the  tragical  representation. 

But  what  is  the  reflection  that  naturally  arises 
from  a  contemplation  of  this  bill.  That  Adminis^ 
tration  will  not  even  permit  us  to  defend  the 
helpless  women  and  children  of  the  frontier  from 
the  brutal  ferocity  of  a  savage  foe,  but  on  condition 
that  the  Representatives  surrender  up  forever  the 
sacred  trust  of  the  Constitution,  and  place  in  the 
power  and  under  the  control  of  the  Executive  and 
senate,  a  perpetual  tax.  Unless  they  throw  the 
powei'  of  regulating  the  labor  and  industry  of  their 
fellow-citizens  into  the  hands  of  Ckrvemment,  and 
into  a  mean  dependence  on  Administration;  and 
unless  they  furnish  a  lar^  sum  of  money,  under 
the  denomination  of  a  Smking  Fund,  for  the  pur- 
pdses  of  speculation,  in  order  to  raise  and  lower  the 
price  of  stocks  at  pleasure,  or  as  may  suit  the  views 
and  interest  of  the  band  of  favorites  that  are  in  the 
secret. 

Hard  and  oppressive  conditions!  Was  this  the 
object  of  the  reference  to  the  Secretary?  h  was 
not  the  avowed  one,  nor  could  it  have  been  sus- 
pected, from  a  simple  proposition  to  devise  ways 
and  means  to  defend  the  frontier.  A  mighty  fobnc 
has  been  erected  on  this  slight  foundation,  to  hurry 
us  into  its  adoption.  We  have  been  officially,  I  sup- 
pose, informed  that  the  money  for  the  War  £^ 
partment  is  almost  expended;  tnat  the  preparations 
for  the  Western  expedition  must  stop,  unless  we 
pass  the  bill  immediatdy ;  and  thus,  with  the  tom- 
ahawk suspended  over  our  heads,  we  must  ffive  up 
to  Administration  the  dearest  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  sacrifice  the  most  sacred  rights  of^the 
Constitution. 
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If  anjrthin^  can  equal  the  boldness  of  this  mea- 
sure, it  is  its  injustice.  I  have  long  remarked  in 
this  House,  that  the  Executive,  or  rather  the  Trea- 
sury Department,  was  really  the  efficient  Legisla- 
ture of  the  country,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  revenue, 
which  is  the  vital  i>rinciple  of  Crovemment.  The 
clause  of  the  Constitution  confining  to  the  imme- 
diate Representatives  of  the  people,  in  this  House, 
the  origination  of  money  bills,  is  converted  into 
,  a  Committeeship  of  Sanction,  that  never  withholds 
its  assent;  a  convenient  cloalc  to  divert  the  Uame 
of  odious  measures  from  the  real  authors.  We 
have  heard  of  cori^pt  majorities  in  British  Par- 
liaments. I  will  not  suppose  an  improper  motive 
in  any  member  of  this  body,  but  I  am  free  to  say 
that  we  appear  better  trained  than  any  House  of 
Commons  1  have  yet  read  of;  for  if  a  Minister, 
with  them,  was  to  attempt  to  supply  all  the  ordi- 
naries and  extraordinaries  of  Crovernment  by  per- 
getual  taxes,  I  am  persuaded  he  would  risk  his 
ead.  The  Representatives  of  the  British  nation, 
the  immediate  agents  of  the  people,  dare  not  vote 
away  the  rights  of  their  principals  and  the*  power 
of  their  successors.  They  preserve  the  purse-strings 
in  their  own  hands,  by  laying  taxes  for  the  support 
of  Ciovernment  from  year  to  year;  they  know  no 

Sermanent  taxes,  except  those  pledged  for  certain 
ebts — and  even  those  the  whole  nation  now  ex- 
claims against,  as  the  mortal  poison  of  the  Consti- 
tution— and  the  settlement  for  the  support  of  the 
Crown,  given  in  exchange  for  the  feudal  and  con- 
stitutional rights  relinquished  by  the  King. 

When  this  tax-law  made  its  first  appearance 
from  the  Treasury  Department,  petitions  against 
it  from  the  great  commercial  capitals  of  America, 
convenient  to  us,  were  presented.  The  petitioners 
represented  the  impositions  on  commerce  as  al- 
ready oppressive  and  intolerable.  Their  particular 
Representatives  seemed  to  sympathize  at  first  with 
these  sentiments.  I  hope  it  was  not  intended  to 
enhance  this  measure  as  a  boon,  iu  order  to  demand 
some  greater  sacrifice  as  an  equivalent.  But  cer- 
tainly when  these  objections  were  admitted  <o  be 
valid,  and  a  proposal  was  made  to  render  the  evils 
temporary,  by  limiting  the  bill  to  a  short  period, 
and  in  order  that  it  might  be  commensurate  with 
the  original  purpose,  thi  hidian  loar— the  encour- 
agement of  manufactures^  stability  in  commercial 
arrangements,  a  variety  of  new  purposes  for  money, 
former  deficiencies, and  a  Sinking  Fund,  were  then 
vaunted  forth  as  the  objects  of  the  measure.  These 
were  certainly  never  the  objects  of  the  reference, 
and  show,  at  one  view,  how  ini(]uitous  and  dan- 
gerous it  is  to  blend  temporary  objects  with  perma- 
nent regulations,  and  connect  necessary  and  indis- 
pensable provisions  with  measures  of  doubtful,  if 
not  unjust  policy. 

Independent  of  the  constitutional  Question  of  the 
right  of  Congress,  why  should  we  be  compelled 
to  consider  the  extensive  ranj^e  and  delicate  refine- 
ment of  encouraging  manulactures  by  extensive 
duties  operating  as  indirect  bounties,  under  the 
pressure  of  providing  for  an  Indian  war?  Putting 
out  of  view  the  general  and  irrefragable  principle, 
that  industry  wfll  almost  always  select  the  most 
beneficial  channds  for  its  streams  to  flow  in,  and 


that  for  Government  to  attempt  to  divert  its  courses, 
as  it  can  only  be  done  bv  the  obstructiujg;  in  one 
part  and  ope^inff  in  another,  is  not  only  impolitic 
and  imprudent,  but  unjustinable  and  tyrannical  3 
yet  even  such  encouragement,  if  proper,  should 
certainly  not  be  permanent  A  manulacture  that 
will  not,  after  a  sufficient  stimulus,  support  itseli^ 
ought  not  to  be  encouraged.  When  it  no  longer 
needs  aid,  the  tax  ought  to  be  withdrawn;  but  as 
there  is  no  limitation  proposed,  as  the  law  is  per- 
petual, a  repeal  at  any  time  would  be  construed 
into  a  breach  of  faith,  by  those  who  embeurked  ca- 
pitals on  the  proffered  encouragement.  But  we 
should  recollect,  that  this  not  only  operates  une- 
qually in  the  same  States,  between  the  farmer  and 
mechanic — the  staple  States  are  unequally  repre- 
sented in  this  Government — that  we  are  differently, 
therefore,  interested  with  respect  to  manufactures; 
that  these  bounties  are  in  fact  paid  from  the  sta- 
ples of  the  Southern  States,  by  producing  retali- 
ating regulations  in  their  only  markets  abroad, 
and  raising  the  price  of  what  the  planters  must 
buy  at  home.  In  fine,  such  precipitate  measures 
seemed  calculated  to  sow  discontent,  in  order  to 
reap  confusi6n,  and  out  of  confusion  it  is  said  or- 
der arises;  that  is,  it  ^ves  countenance  to  the  abuse 
and  desertion  of  all  free  Crovernments,  and  the  in- 
troduction of  despotism  in  its  stead.  With  respect 
to  stability  in  commercial  regulations  as  necessa- 
ry to  mercantile  calculations — if  duties  have  a 
certain  limit,  calculations  may  as  well  be  made  on 
that  limitation  as  on  permanency;  but  surely  these 
arguments  have  been  advanced  by  the  advocates 
of  the  bill  with  one  eye  shut.  They  have  not 
even  squinted  at  that  paxt  of  this  same  bill  which 
limits  the  continuation  of  the  increased  duties  on 
three-fourths  of  the  articles  of  importation  to  a 
short  period;  their  hearers  are  to  be  compelled  to 
forget  all  the  arguments  on  the  first  part  before 
they  are  allowea  to  consider  the  second. 

As  to  the  other  purposes  and  former  deficien- 
cies, they  were  never  su£[^ested  until  some  excuse 
was  to  be  invented;  andm  this  case  it  seems  also 
unfortunate  that  this  very  bill,  in  one  of  the  latter 
clauses,  states  that  there  is  an  actual  surplus  of 
revenues  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars: surely,  in  such  arguments,  there  b  no  regard 
to  decency  preserved;  out,  in  ^very  view,  to  lay 
permanent  taxes,  without  appropriating  tnem  to 
specified  purposes^s  unsafe  and  unconstitutionaL 

As  to  a  Sinking  Fund,  it  is  a  pretext  that  will  not 
bear  inspection.  If  it  was  really  meant  to  dis- 
charge the  principal  of  the  debt,  why  not  early 
present  a  plan  as  an  independent  object  of  delibe- 
ration? It  IS  certainly  of  sufficient  magnitude.  Why 
wait  until  the  Indian  war  was  on  the  tapis?  But 
perpetual  taxes  are  not  necessary  for  a  Sinking 
Fund.  Perpetual  taxes  were  never  excused  upon 
any  other  principle  but  the  providing  a  certain 
interest  to  five  currency  to  a  fictitious  capitaL 
That  is  not  the  case  with  respect  to  a  Sinking  Fund ; 
that  should  be  provided  ana  increased  as  circum- 
stances will  permit,  from  year  to  year ;  our  suc- 
cessors should  be  left  as  free  in  this  respect  as  we 
are.  Besides,  a  perpetual  tax  for  a  Sinking  Fund 
is  an  absurdity  in  language.    It  is  true,  where  we 
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are  constantly  increasing  our  debts,  and  even  when 
we  cannot  increase  them  fast  enough,  assuming 
debts  of  others,  a  perpetual  Sinking  Fund  may  be 
reconciled  to  the  fact :  but  that  Tact  must  also 
prove  that  there  is  really  no  serious  intention  of 
our  pa)un^  the  debt,  but  that  it  is  considered  as  the 
great  engme  necessary  to  influence  the  motions  of 
GoYemment,  and  which  must  ever  be  {reserved 
when  once  introduced.     That  this  is  the  real 
policy,  the  use  that  has  been  made  of  the  Sinking 
Funa  we  now  have,  will  evidently  demonstrate. 
I  have,  it  is  true,  no  official  documents,  but  it  has 
been  published  in  the  newsjnipers,  and  not  contra- 
dicted.   I  have  before  mentioned  it  in  this  House, 
and  it  has  not  been  denied.    I  must,  therefore,  be- 
lieve it  to  be  true  that  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  and  other  agents  for  the  Department  of 
the  Treasury,  have  gone  into  market,  and  eiven 
hijg;her  nrices  for  stock  than  individuals  purchased 
at :  in  this  city,  at  12s.  for  three  per  cents,  when 
they  sold  at  10s.  6d  at  New  York— 12s.  when  others 
could  buy  at  10s.    Is  not  this  throwing  away  %. 
and  4s.  in  the  pound  of  the  public  money,  betray- 
ing the  confidence  of  the  people?  Is  it  not  worse — 
is  It  not  deviating  so  much  to  sinister  purposes? 
It  is  said,  that  it  raises  the  price  on  foreigners ;  the 
fact  is  directly  the  reverse.    It  raises  the  price  of 
foreign  property  on  ourselves,  for  they  hdd  per- 
haps the  greater  part  of  this  paper.    But,  on  this 
I>nncip)e,  we  should  fo  on  until  we  stimulate  the 
six  per  cents,  to  30s.  m  the  pound,  to  make  it  equal 
to  money  at  4  per  cent.,  at  which  rate  it  is  said 
foreigners  now  lend  to  us.    We  certainly,  on  their 
own  principles,  lose  more  by  the  difierence  be- 
tween 20s.,  the  ultimatum  to  which  we  now  go, 
and  30s.,  to  which  we  ought  to  go  to  raise  our 
stocks  to  the  prige  of  foreign  loans.    Then  we 
should  lose  between  20s.  and  15s.  or  16s..  which 
.  is  the  lowest  that  stocks  could  probably  oescend, 
whilst  we  pay  the  interest  quarterly. 

But  it  is  asked.  Would  Crovemment  wishto  jrive 
less  than  20s.  ?  The  answer  is,  the  money  of  the 
people  oU|ght  to  be  laid  out  so  as  to  sink  the  great- 
est quantity  of  the  debt.  But,  again :  €k>vemment 
had  no  such  scruples  when  the  debt  was  princi- 
pally in  the  hands  of  the  original  holders.  They 
bought  up  then  at  12s.,  13s.,  and  14s.,  or  less,  and 
so  on.  Why  did  they  not  fix  then  the  price  at 
20s.  ?  Why  are  mere  speculators  (I  mean  not  to 
include  those  who  purchase  to  hold,  for  it  is  their 
interest  to  purchase  cheap)  dearer  to  Crovemment 
than  those  who  have  gamed  these  debts  in  ex- 
change for  their  blood  or  their  property  ?  Why 
protect  those  who  have  purchased  SCte.  for  2s.  6d. 
from  the  soldier  and  farmer  from  losing  perhaps  a 
tenth  of  their  profits  ?  WTiy  shoidd  wvemment 
make  use  of  the  contributions  of  these  very  in- 
jured people,  as  well  as  others^  to  increase  the  ad- 
vantages of  those  who  have  injured  them  ?  Why 
select  this  particular  species  of  property  to  raise 
its  value  ?  Why  not  raise  the  price  or  tobacco, 
rice,  and  other  articles,  now  so  low?  Have  they 
not  been  as  honestly  earned? 

In  fine,  we  have  opened  a  small  door,  and  let  us 
only  observe  what  a  host  of  evils  have  entered ; 
and  then  we  are  asked,  Why  do  we  not  prepare  a 


substitute?  After  having  compelled  us  to  part 
with  the  subject  out  of  our  hands,  and  refer  it  to 
a  part  of  the  Executive — after  it  has  been  cooped 
up  out  of  doors,  and  kept  back  until  the  cravings 
or  necessity  compel  the  admission  of  part  of  the 
proposals — when  we  now  wish  to  separate  the  ne- 
cessary and  useful  from  the  pernicious  parts,  un- 
i'ustifiably  blended  and  introduced,  we  are  arrested 
y  the  votes  of  a  majority,  and  even  insulted  by 
an  abuse  of  an -imputed  mcapacity,  that,  if  true, 
would,  by  degrading  the  whole  Hepresentative 
body  of  tne  people,  involve  themselves,  as  well  as 
the  minority,  in  tne  ignominy.  But^  surely  no 
two  propositions  can  be  more  readily  distingmshed 
than  the  increase  of  revenue  for  the  Indian  war, 
and  this  complicated,  unauthorized,  unnatural,  un* 
constitutional  mixture  of  manufacturing,  financial, 
deficiency,  sinking  fund,  and  Indian  war  ingre- 
dients. 

When  Mr.  Mercer  had  concluded,  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 

Monday,  January  30. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting,  pursuant 
to  the  directions  of  the  President  of  Uie  United 
States,  copies  of  the  official  commimications  which 
have  passed  between  the  Executive  of  the  United 
States  and  the  Crovemor  of  Pennsylvania,  upon 
the  subject  of  the  temporary  defensive  protection 
of  the  frontiers  of  the  said  State ;  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  they  have  ^ssed  the  bill  to  establish  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the  United  States, 
with  several  amendments;  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  the  House. 

PROTECTION  OP  THE  FRONTIERS. 

The  House  a^in  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  far- 
ther and  more  efiectual  provision  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  again  had  the  said 
bill  under  consideration,  and  made  several  amend- 
ments thereto;  when  the  same  being  read,  some 
were  agreed  to,  and  others  disamed  to. 

And  then  the  said  bill  being  l>efore  the  House, 
a  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put  to 
amend  the  same,  by  striking  out  the  secona  sec- 
tion thereof,  in  tne  words  fdlowing: 

<«  iifu^  ^  t^/ur^A«r  enoded;  That  there  shall  be  raised 
three  additional  regiments  of  in&ntiy,  each  of  whidi, 
exchunrely  of  the  commissioned  officers,  shall  consist  of 
nine  hundred  and  twelve  non-«ommis8ioned  officeiSy 
piivateB,  and  musicians:" 

It  passed  in  the  negative — ^yeas  18,  nays  34,  as 
follows : 

TsAs^-John  Baptist  Ashe,  Elias  Bondinot,  Shears 
jashnb  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Nicholas  Oilman, 
Benjamin  Ooodhne,  William  Bany  Orove,  Samuel  Liv- 
ermore,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Josiah  Par- 
ker, Israel  Smith,  John  Steele,  Thomas  Smnpter,  Oeoige 
Thatcher,  Artemas  Ward,  Hngh  Williamson,  and  Fran- 
ds  Willis. 
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NATf^ — Firikor  Ames,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Robert 
Bamwell,  Egbert  Beneon,  J<rfm  Brown,  Jonathan  Day- 
ton, William  Findley,  Thomas  FitizsimonB,  William  6. 
Gitos,  Andrew  Gregg,  Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Huger, 
PhUip  Key,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John  W.  Kittera,  John 
Laoranoe,  Amasa  Learned,  James  Madison,  Andrew 
Moore,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  Williams  Vans 
Murray,  John  Page,  Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker,  Joshua 
8eney,  William  Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Jonathan  Stui- 
ges,  reter  Sylvester,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor 
Tucker,  Abraham  Tenable,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  An- 
tikony  Wayne,  and  Alexander  White. 

The  farther  consideration  of  the  said  bill  was 
then  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  January  31. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  covering  his  report  on 
the  petitions  of  James  Swaine,  Abraham  opring- 
er,  Timothy  Mountford,  sundry  seamen,  Samuel 
Wail,  for  himself  and  servant,  John  Camaghan, 
James  Shields,  Henry  Skinner,  and  William  Lor- 
kogi  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

PROTECTION  OF  THE  FROPTTIERS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
for  making  farther  and  more  effectual  provision 
for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United 
States;  and  the  same  being  further  amended,  was 

Ordered  To  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
time  to-morrow. 


Wednssdat,  February  1. 

Mr.  Page,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  John  Churchman^  made  a 
report;  whicn  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Uble. 

PROTECTION  OP  THE  FRONTIERS. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  making  farther  and  more 
effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  United  States,  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up;  and,  on  the  ques- 
tion that  the  said  bill  do  |miss, 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  29,  nays 
19,  as  follows : 

Ybas. — Fisher  Ames,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Robert 
Barnwell,  Egbert  Benson,  John  Brown,  Abrahajn  Clark, 
Jonathan  Dayton,  William  Findley,  Thomas  Fitzsimons, 
WOliun  B«  Gfles,  Thomafe  Hartley,  Daniel  Huger,  Aa- 
ron Kitchell,  John  W.  Kittera,  Amasa  Learned,  James 
Madison,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augnstus  Muhlen- 
berg, William  Vans  Murray,  John  Page,  Joiliua  Seney, 
William  Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Peter  Sylvester,  Tho- 
mas TredweH,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Jeremiah  Wads- 
worth,  Anthony  Wayne,  and  Alexander  White. 

NATS^-John  Baptist  Ashe,  Sheariashub  Bourne, 
Benjamin  Bourne,  Nicholas  Oilman,  Benjamin  Good- 
hue, James  Gordon,  William  Barry  Grove,  James  Hill- 
hoiise,  Israel  Jacobs,  Nathaniel  Miwon,  Nathaniel  Niles, 
Josiah  PariLer,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  John 
Steele,  Thomas  Sumpter,  C^eorge  Thatdier,  Artemas 
Ward,  and  Francis  Willis. 


T  H  u  R8  DAY,  February  2. 

Mr.  Stbblb  laid  the  following  motion  on  tke 
taUe: 

**  That  a  committee  be  i^pointed  to  inquire  into,  and 
report  to  this  House,  their  opinion  of  the  number  of  In- 
dians now  in  arms  against  the  United  States ;  the  dom^ 
ments  whereon  that  opinion  may  be  founded ;  ^  causes 
of  the  delay  of  the  Federal  Army  en  the  Ohio ;  the  scar^ 
city  of  provisions  and  linage ;  the  quality  of  the  powder ; 
and  such  other  causes  as  may  have  been,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  committee,  conducive  to  the  late  unfortuaale 
defeat.'' 

POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for 
establishing  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within 
the  United  States,  were  taken  into  consideration 
by  the  Housa  and  all  of  them  a^eed  to.  except 
one  or  two  wnich  respect  a  variation  in  tne  ccoaB 
posts. 

One  of  the  amendments,  proposed  by  the  Sea- 
ate  and  agreed  to  by  Uie  House,  is  in  favor  of  the 
newspapers;  inasmuch  as  it  permits  any  person 
whatever,  without  authority  from  the  Postmaster 
General,  to  ^'take  up,  receive,  order,  despatch,  con- 
vey, carrv^  and  deliver"  newspapers,  for  hire,  ou 
the  estaluished  post  roads,  without  heine  subijeot 
to  any  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture,  for  so  doing. 

By  anotner  amendment  it  is  enacted,  Hmt  if 
any  person  employed  in  siny  department  of  the 
Post  Office,  shall  unlawfully  detam,  delay,  embez- 
zle, or  destroy  any  newspaper,  with  wnich  he 
shall  have  beeu  intrusted^  such  offender  shall,  for 
every  such  offence,  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeaing 
fifty  dollars;  and  tne  Postmaster,  in  any  contract 
he  may  enter  into  for  the  conveyance  ot  the  mail, 
may  authorize  the  person  with  whom  such  con- 
tract is  made  to  carry  newspapers,  other  than  those 
conveyed  in  the  mail. 

One  of  the  amendments  was  to  strike  out  ExC" 
ter  from  the  general  route  of  the  post. 

Mr.  GiLMAN  rose  in  opposition  to  this  amend- 
ment. 

I  hope,  said  he,  the  alteration  will  not  be  agreed 
to.  When  this  bill  went  up  to  the  Senate,  I  am 
informed  it  was  committed  to  a  committee  con- 
sisting of  a  member  from  each  State;  that  the 
alterations  were  made  in  that  committee,  and  after- 
wards agreed  to  in  Senate  without  much  debate. 
In  that  committee,  this  subject  was  very  unfairly 
represented,  and  gentlemen  who  were  then  in 
favor  of  the  amendment^  are  now,  on  further  inr 
quiry,  decidedly  against  it.  This,  I  think,  a  ffood 
reason  why  the  House  ought  not  to  concur.  But, 
sir,  I  b^  leave  to  offer  some  reasons  why  an  office 
should  be  established  in  Exeter.  It  is  a  compact 
town,  of  considerable  trade,  and  some  navigation; 
it  has  a  direct  trade  with  Boston,  and  vends  con- 
siderable quantities  of  dry  goods.  This  trade 
would  be  greatly  fietcilitatea  by  haying  the  stage 
pass  through  the  town;  but  what  is  d*  more  im- 
portance, and  more  extensive  in  its  operation, 
arises  from  the  necessary  communication  whiph 
is  kgyt  up  between  that  town  and  other  parts  of 
the  State.  This  will  be  perfectly  understood,  when 
gentlemen  are  informed  that  the  records  of  the 
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fiUate,  the  Secretary's  and  Treasury  offices  are 
kept  were;  that  the  records  and  treasury  of  a  large 
county,  comprehending  both  Portsmouth  and  Ex- 
eter, and  extending  uty  or  sixty  miles  into  the 
country,  are  also  kept  there;  and  that  the  Judicial 
Courts  of  the  County,  the  State,  and  the  United 
States,  sit  there  at  appointed  periods.    It  is  there 
the  Goyemor .convenes  his  Council,  to  consult  on 
public  afikirs;  and  it  is  from  that  place  a  commu- 
nication shoiild  be  kept  up  between  the  State  and 
the  General  Qovemment.    From  these  circum- 
stances, it  appears  that  it  would  be  very  oonreni- 
ent  not  only  for  Exeter,  but  for  a  considerable 
part  of  the  State,  to  have  an  office  established 
there;  and  as  the  necessary  communication  be- 
tween that  and  other  towns  would  afford  fre<][uent 
op^rtunities  to  send  and  receive  letters  by  private 
conveyance,  a  doubt  can  hardljr  exist  that  such  an 
arrangement  would  be  productive  to  the  revenue. 
This,  I  believe,  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  Postmaster 
General.    Sir,  the  distance  from  Boston  to  Ports- 
mouth does  not  exceed  seventy  miles,  and  that 
perhaps  the  best  road  within  the  Unitea  States,  of 
equal  ext^it    The  objection,  therefore,  that  the 
staffe  cannot  pass  through  in  a  day,  can  have  no 
w^ht;  it  is  too  a^urd  to  deserve  a  serious  refu- 
tation.   The  difference  in  the  distance  between 
the  present  route  of  the  mail  and  the  one  proposed 
through  Exeter,  is,  nassing  through  Kensington, 
about  three  miles,  or  by  Hsunpton  Falls,  about  five 
miles.    The  roaa  through  iLensington  is  a  good 
carriage  road;  the  stage  ran  that  way  about  five 
years  ago,  before  the  proprietors  contracted  for 
the  transportation  of  the  mail ;  it  was  then  a  pretty 
good  road,  since  which  it  is  much  improved.    It 
was.  therefor^  a  false  assertion  to  say  that  the 
roaa  through  Kensington  or  Hampton  IFalls  b  bad ; 
and  I  am  persuaded  that  the  mail  passing  that  way 
could  not  be  injurious  to  Portsmouth.    But^  sir, 
the  opposition  to  this  measure  arises  from  a  nval- 
ahip  between  the  two  towns.    Before  the  war.  the 
courts  and  offices,  just  now  mentioned,  were  neld 
exclusively  at  Portsmouth;  on  the  commencement 
df  hostilities,  it  was  found  convenient  to  remove 
them  to  Elxeter,  where  it  has  been  thought  expe- 
dient to  continue  them.    But  this  has  excited  a 
de^pree  of  jealousy  in  the  minds  of  some  persons, 
in  the  interest  of  Portsmouth,  who  are  perpetually 
on  the  watch  to  oppose  any  public  measure  calcu- 
lated to  promote  me  interest  cw  convenience  of 
Exeter.    If  tlus  alteration  takes  place,  letters  go- 
ing to  Exeter  will  be  liable  to  a  postage  of  twenty 
or  twenty-five  per  cent,  more  than  by  the  present 
arrangement;  and,  as  the  cross-post  will  set  off 
but  once  a  week,  letters  may  Lie  six  or  seven  days 
in  the  office  at  Portsmouth:  this  will  preclude  the 
people  of  Exeter  frcnn  the  benefit  ot  a  post,  and 
they  will  be  obliged  to  send  their  letters  by  private 
conveyance,  as  thev  now  do.    By  the  original  con- 
struction of  the  bill)  the  expense  of  transporting 
the  mail  would  be  less  than  by  the  proposed  alter- 
ation; as,  by  extendixKg  the  route  of  the  principal 
mail  about  three  miles  further,  the  travel  of  the 
cross-post  is  slu»tened  fourteen.    I  therefore  hope 
the  j^eople  in  that  part  of  the  State  will  not  be 
deprived  of  rights  naturally  arising  from  their 


situation,  by  the  nrejudice  and  misrepreseotation 
of  those  who  wish  to  injure  them,  and  that  the 
amendment  will  not  be  agreed  ta 

Mr.  LivERMORE.— I  shall  agree  to  the  amend- 
ment made  by  the  Senate  in  this  bill,  to  strike 
out  Exeter,  and  to  carry  the  mail  by  the  accus- 
tomed route,  through  Hampton,  which  is  the  near- 
est wav,  as  ^ntlemen  have  heretofore  stated,  by 
about  nve  miles;  and  it  is  also  the  best  road,  more 
especially  in  winter,  when  the  snow  is  deep,  being 
a  road  more  used,  and  consequently  the  naths 
better  kept  open.  And  as  the  biU  provides  tnat  a 
mail  shall  be  carried  from  Portsmouth,  by  Exeter, 
to  the  interior  parts  of  the  State,  I  think  the  town 
of  Exeter  will  be  well  accommodated,  without  the 
deviation  of  five  miles  before  mentioned.  As  the 
stage-carriages  that  carry  the  mail  three  times  a 
week  between  Portsmouth  and  Boston,  in  the 
summer  season,  carry  many  passengers  from  Ports- 
mouth and  from  Boston,  and  other  places,  a  devi- 
ation of  five  miles,  and  in  a  worse  road,  would  be 
a  very  great  inconvenience  to  such  passengers. 
The  distance  from  Boston  to  Portsmouth,  by  the 
usual  route,  is  about  sixty-five  miles.  This  is  a 
pretty  long  journey  to  be  performed  with  a  stage- 
wagon  in  one  day,  which  is  the  case  in  the  sum- 
mer season;  but  five  miles  added, may  induce  the 
necessity  of  traveling  sometimes  after  night,  which 
would  M  attended  with  inconvenience  to  tne  pas- 
sengers, besides  hindering  the  mail  from  arriving 
at  the  appointed  hour.  The  inconvenience  would 
also  pemaps  be  greater  in  winter,  in  proportion  to 
the  number  of  passengers,  and  in  respect  to  retard- 
ing the  mail,  as  some  pairt  of  the  new  proposed 
route  is  considerably  more  liable  to  be  blocked  up 
with  snow,  for  want  of  traveling  to  keep  it  open, 
than  the  old  route.  Portsmouth  being  a  place  of 
considerable  commerce  and  navi^tion^  it  is  im- 
]>ortant  that  the  mail  should  arrive  at  its  proper 
times,  and  as  early  as  possible.  The  letters  for 
Exeter  are  few,  compared  with  the  number  for 
Portsmouth.  The  postmaster  has  stated  the 
amount  of  the  postage  of  letters  for  Elxeter,  pass- 
injgr  through  his  office  at  Portsmouth,  to  be  about 
fifteen  dollars  and  a  half,  in  eleven  months,  from 
the  first  of  January,  1791 ;  a  sum  very  inconsider- 
able indeed  compaired  to  the  amount  of  postage 
received  for  letters  delivered  in  Portsmouth  during 
the  same  period. 

Mr.  Tbatcbbr. — I  feel,  myself,  sir,  as  little  in- 
terested in  the  present  question  as  it  is  possible  for 
the  gentleman  just  now  up.  from  New  Hampshire, 
[Mr.  LivERMORE.]  Inde^,  I  have  no  other  inter- 
est in  this  matter  than  what  arises  from  a  desire 
to  accommodate  the  cpreatest  number  of  people; 
and  so  far,  I  confess,  I  feel  interested;  for  any  gen- 
eral measure  that  does  not  effect  this,  gives  a  cer- 
tain de^ee  of  pain.  If  the  facts  that  have  been 
stated  be  true,  and  the  arguments  drawn  from 
them  in  support  of  the  amendment  be  conclusive, 
I  certainly  snould  be  interested  in  favor  of  it;  be- 
cause it  must  immediately  affect  my  constituents. 
But,  sir,  the  fac^  are  not  true,  nor  the  reasoning 
just.  Sir,  the  real  matter  in  dispute  between  Ports^ 
mouth  and  Exeter  has  not  yet  been  understood; 
and  I  conceive  it  to  be  simply  this:  Shall  the  mail 
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from  Boston  arrive  at  Exeter  about  two  hours 
earlier,  on  the  same  day,  than  at  Portsmouth;  or 
shall  it  arrive  at  Portsmouth  first,  and  at  Exeter 
the  next  dav,  or  within  six  or  seven  days  after? 
This,  sir,  is  the  real  question;  for  whether  it  passes 
through  Exeter,  or  through  Hampton,  as  it  now 
does,  It  will  reach  Portsmouth  on  the  same  day  it 
leaves  Boston,  and  about  the  same  hour.  If  the 
hour  of  arrival  at  Portsmouth  be  fixed  at  eight 
o'clock  in  the  summer  time,  the  post  may  accom- 
plish the  route  through  Exeter  with  ease,  and  he 
will  do  no  more  if  he  passes  through  Hampton. 
This  brings  us  to  an  examination  of  the  reasons 
offered  in  favor  of  the  amendment,  which  so  alto- 
gether to  show  that  if  the  route  be  established 
through  Exeter,  the  mail  will  not  arrive  at  Ports- 
mouth on  the  same  day  it  leaves  Boston,  and  con- 
sequently, the  merchants  at  that  place  will  be  in- 
jured; and  not  only  so,  but,  it  is  said,  the  Portland 
mail  will  be  delayed  another  day.  Did  I  believe 
there  was  the  least  shadow  of  reason  for  this  ap- 
prehension, I  should  be  the  first  for  agreeing  to 
the  amendment;  but,  sir,  it  is  all  a  pretence,  a 
whim,  invented  for  no  other  reason  than  to  pre- 
vent the  mail's  arriving  at  Elxeter  before  it  ooes 
at  Portsmouth. 

The  gentleman  [Mr.  Livermore]  has  said  the 
route  from  Boston  to  Portsmouth,  through  Elxeter, 
is  about  five  miles  farther  than  through  Hampton. 
He  does  not  pretend  to  say  it  is  more.  I  verily 
believe  the  difference  is  not  more  than  three  miles, 
if  it  is  so  much  as  that ;  but,  for  the  sake  of  the 
argument,  I  will  admit  there  is  the  difierence  con- 
tended for  by  the  gentleman.  We  will  examine 
the  question  on  that  supposition,  an^  see  if  there 
arises  a  probability  that  the  increased  distance 
will  prevent  the  arrival  of  the  mail  at  Portsmouth 
on  the  day  it  leaves  Boston.  It  seems  to  be  agreed, 
that  the  old  route  from  Boston  to  Portsmouth  is 
about  sixty-four  or  five  miles.  Now,  it  is  a  fact, 
that  prior  to  the  building  the  bridges  across  Mystic 
and  Beverly  rivers,  the  stage  passed  this  route  in 
a  day,  although  at  Beverly  ferry  it  was  detained 
from  thirty  to  forty  minutes  where  it  now  passes 
in  two,  and  it  was  obliged  to  go  round  by  the  town 
of  Mystic,  which  is  two  miles  farther  than  where 
it  now  crosses  on  the  bridge ;  by  these  bridges, 
then,  we  may  consider  five  miles  taken  ofi*  the 
whole  distance — so  that,  admitting  the  objection 
of  the  addition  of  five  miles,  as  the  gentleman 
wishes  to  have  it,  the  mail  may  now  pass  in  a  day, 
frt>m  Boston  to  Portsmouth,  through  Exeter,  with 
the  same  ease  and  certainty  that  it  did  before  the 
erection  of  these  bridges  through  Hampton  Falls, 
the  route  contemplated  by  the  amendment ;  and  I 
must  beg  leave  further  to  observe,  that  a  bridfi^e  is 
about  to  be  thrown  across  Merrimack  river,  which 
will  considerably  add  to  the  facility  of  passing, 
and  may  well  be  counted  upon  as  a  further  deduc- 
tion of  the  distance. 

It  has  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire,  [Mr.  Livermore,]  that  the  road  from 
Portsmouth  to  Newburypjort  is  •a  good  road.  I 
agree  with  him  in  this  point ;  I  am  as  perfectly 
acquainted  with  the  road  from  Portsmouth  to 
Newburyport  as  he  can  be ;  I  know  every  patch 


of  sand  or  rock  in  the  way  that  can  impede  a  car- 
riage ;  but,  as  good  as  it  is,  I  presume  he  will 
acknowled]^  there  is  more  sandy,  heavy  road  for 
wheel  carriages  in  this  part  of  the  line  than  all 
the  rest  of  the  way  to  Boston ;  so  that  something 
ought  to  be  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  Exeter 
route,  because  it  avoids  this  sand.  'Tis  said  the 
road  through  Kensington  to  Exeter  is  blocked  up 
with  snow  in  the  winter  time — granted  as  to  some 
particular  seasons ;  but  the  same  is  also  the  case 
as  to  Hampton  road.  I  have  often  known  the 
Hampton  road  so  blocked  up  that  the  stage  could 
not  run  for  several  weeks.  This  was  the  case  last 
March ;  and  I  was  then  informed  that  the  road 
through  Kensington  and  Exeter  was  passably  for 
the  stage  earlier  than  the  Hampton,  and  it  oufht 
here  to  be  noted  there  is  a  causeway  near  half  a 
mile  in  length  in  Hampton,  over  which  the  pass- 
ing is  not  only  difficult  in  the  winter  time,  but 
very  dangerous  if  passable  at  all,  as  some  tides 
overflow  it  two  feet  and  more.  I  passed  it  last 
March  in  this  situation.  This  inconvenience  will 
be  avoided  by  passing  through  Exeter — and  no 
part  of  that  route  is  so  bad  in  the  winter  time  as 
this  causeway.  I  have  heretofore  traveled  in  the 
winter  time  through  Kensington  and  Exeter,  on 
being  advised  it  was  the  best  road  of  the  two;  and 
though  there  was  much  snow  on  the  sround,  we 
found  no  difficulty  in  getting  along.  Hence,  sir, 
it  is  evident  to  me,  that  the  mail  may  easily  l» 
carried  from  Boston,  through  Exeter,  to  Ports- 
mouth, in  a  day ;  and  that  the  objection  founded 
on  the  increase  of  distance  is  a  mere  pretence, 
originating  in  an  unwillingness,  in  the  minds  ot 
some  people,  that  the  mail  should  arrive  an  hour 
or  two  sooner  at  Exeter  than  Portsmouth. 

The  ^ntleman  [Mr.  Livermore]  has  said  it  is 
a  principle  of  the  bill,  that  the  mail  shall  be  car- 
ried in  the  mofst  direct  road  from  place  to  place, 
and  that  it  will  be  a  deviation  from  this  principle 
to  go  through  Exeter.  This,  sir,  is  not  strictly 
true ;  no  such  principle  has  been  adhered  to  but 
in  a  qualified  sense,  and  it  ha^  been  de^rted  from 
whenever  it  would  accommodate  any  considerable 
number  of  people.  I  wish  here  to  remind  the 
House  of  Springfield,  in  Massachusetts,  and  Mid- 
dletown,  in  Connecticut ;  in  the  former  instance, 
the  direct  route  from  Worcester  to  Hartford  is 
not  through  Spriiigfield,  but  a  deviation  of  near 
ten  miles  is  made  to  accommodate  that  town ;  and 
in  passing  from  Hartford  to  New  Havem  a  devia- 
tion of  four  or  five  miles  (if  I  am  mistaken,  gen- 
tlemen from  that  State  will  correct  me)  is  made 
for  the  purpose  of  accommodating  the  town  of 
Middletown.  Many  other  instances  of  this  nature 
might  be  adduced,  and  why  shall  not  a  small  de- 
viation be  now  made  in  favor  of  Exeter,  especially^ 
since  no  inconvenience  will  result  therefrom  to 
Portsmouth?    I  can  see  no  reason. 

In  order  to  convince  this  House  that  the  mail, 
in  passing  from  Boston  to  Portsmouth,  ought  not 
to  be  carried  throueh  Exeter,  the  gentleman  has 
read  a  letter  from  tne  postmaster  at  Portsmouth, 
stating  the  number  of  letters  that  pass  in  a  year, 
by  a  cross-post,  from  Portsmouth  to  Exeter ;  bv 
which  it  appears  the  number  indeed  \s  Yetj  small. 
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Hence  he  would  draw  an  argument  that  the  busi- 
ness between  Boston  and  Exeter  is  trifling,  and 
not  of  consequence  enough  to  justify  so  small  a 
deviation  in  the  mail  line  of  three  or  four,  or^  as 
the  gentleman  contends,  of  ^Yt  miles.  But  this  is 
Strang  logic,  and  a  very  different  conclusion  re- 
sults in  my  mind  from  the  contents  of  the  letter. 
The  letter  may  be  evidence  how  little  business  is 
carried  on  between  Portsmouth  and  Exeter,  and 
that  consequently  there  is  no  real  need  of  a  post 
between  these  two  places ;  but  it  does  not  contain 
the  shadow  of  evidence  that  there  is  no  commer- 
cial business  between  Boston  and  other  places  in 
Massachusetts  and  Exeter.  If  a  gentleman  in 
those  places  wished  to  write  to  Exeter,  he  would 
never  think  of  putting  his  letter  into  the  Ports- 
mouth mail.  He  must  know  that  it  is  liable  to 
lie  six  days  in  the  post  office  at  Portsmouth,  and 
perhaps  longer,  whUe  various  opportunities,  bv  a 
private  conveyance,  would  present  within  that 
time. 

I  have  hitherto  admitted  the  additional  distance, 
by  going  through  Exeter,  to  be  five  miles ;  but, 
sir,  since  the  mail  stage  passes  Merrimack  river, 
about  four  miles  above  the  old  ferry,  (the  gentle- 
men of  the  House  acquainted  with  that  part  of 
the  country  know  the  places  I  refer  to.)  I  cannot 
agree  that  this  additional  distance  will  be  more 
than  three  miles,  if  so  much.  But,  however  this 
may  be,  I  trust  I  have  shown  to  the  satisfaction  of 
tEe  House  that,  whether  it  be  five  or  three,  it 
cannot  produce  any  inconvenience  to  Portsmouth, 
but  must  be  highly  beneficial  to  Ebceter. 

There  is  another  consideration,  sir,  that  oujg^ht 
to  have  some  weight  in  deciding  this  question, 
which  I  will  mention,  and  say  no  more.  It  is  this: 
A  letter  that  goes  from  Boston  to  Exeter,  through 
Portsmouth,  will  stand  charged  twenty-five  per 
cent,  more  than  if  the  mail  was  carried  directly 
firom  Boston  to  Exeter :  while,  on  the  other  hana, 
the  postage  of  a  letter  trom  Boston  to  Portsmouth 
is  the  same,  whether  the  mail  passes  through 
Hampton  or  Exeter,  because,  in  both  of  these 
routes,  the  distance  from  Boston  to  Portsmouth  is 
more  than  sixty  miles,  and  short  of  the  next  grade 
of  postage.  For  these  reasons,  sir,  I  hope  the 
House  will  disagree  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Smith  (N.  H.)  observed^  that  he  was  sorry 
to  find  his  colleagues  difiering  m  opinion  on  the 
subject  under  consideration.  He  had  no  prejudice 
in  favor  of  one  of  the  towns  (Portsmouth  and 
Exeter)  above  the  other.  He  only  wished  the 
bill  might  establish  that  route  which  would  best 
accommodate  the  State  at  larj^e.  He  conceived, 
when  the  situation  of  New  l£unpshire  was  con- 
sidered, it  would  be  evident  that  the  bill  as  passed 
by  the  House  was  better  calculated  to  answer  this 
purpose,  than  it  would  in  case  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Senate  should  be  adopted.  He 
remarked,  that  the  trade  of  the  greater  part  of  that 
State  had  been,  and  probably  would  continue  to 
be,  with  Boston;  that,  if  the  general  line  of  the 
post  road  should  be  established  through  Exeter,  it 
would  be,  to  the  people  in  the  interior  part  of 
New  Hampshire,  a  saving  of  at  least  twenty-five 
miles  in  the  distance  between  them  and  Boston ; 
«d  Con.— 13 


that  the  trade  of  Exeter,  though  within  fifteen 
miles  of  Portsmouth,  was  principUly  with  Boston; 
that,  if  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate 
should  be  adopted,  they  would  be  deprived  of  any 
benefit  from  tne  establishment  of  post  roads ;  that 
the  route  would  be  so  circuitous,  that  the  peo^e 
in  the  interior  parts  of  the  State  would  probably 
in  future,  as  they  had  in  times  past,  send  their  let- 
ters to  Boston,  and  to  the  Southward,  by  private 
conveyance  rather  than  by  post  It  was  easy  to 
see  that  the  revenue,  by  this  means,  would  be  in- 
jured ;  that  this  circumstance  would  serve  to  ac- 
count for  the  statement  read  from  the  postmaster 
at  Portsmouth,  of  the  small  number  of  letters  sent 
from  his  office  to  Elxeter.  It  was  his  opinion,  that 
the  revenue  would  be  greatly  increased  by  taking 
Exeter  into  the  main  post  road;  and  that  a  con- 
tract for  carrying  the  mail  from  Portsmouth  to 
Boston  might,  in  that  case,  be  obtained  for  as 
small  a  sum  as  by  the  road  now  used.  He  could 
not  see  how  this  would  injure  Portsmouth,  though 
it  might  not  prove  advantageous  to  the  postmaster 
at  that  place.  How  far  the  House  mignt  think  it 
their  duty  to  consult  the  particular  interest  of  that 
officer,  he  would  not  pretend  to  say.  He  had 
reason  to  believe  (though  he  could  not  speak  alto- 
gether from  his  own  knowledge)  that  the  account 
given  of  the  road  by  one  of  his  colleagues,  and  the 

fentleman  from  Massachusetts,  was  a  just  one. 
Fpon  the  whole,  considering  the  amen<mients  as 
not  calculated  to  promote  the  advantage  of  the 
State  he  had  the  nonor  to  represent,  he  should 
vote  against  it. 


•     Friday,  February  3. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  their  amendments, 
disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  to  establish 
Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads  within  the  United 
States,  and  do  agree  to  the  amendments  proposed 
by  the  House  to  their  amendment  to  the  said  oill. 

THE  COD  FISHERIES. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled,  ^  An  act  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
Bank  and  other  Cod-Fisheries,  and  for  the  regula- 
tion and  government  of  the  fishermen  employed 
therein." 

The  first  section  being  read  as  follows : 

'*  Be  it  enacted,  4^»  That  the  bounty,  now  allowed 
upon  the  exportation  of  dried  fish  of  the  fisheries  of  the 
United  States,  shall  cease  on  all  dried  fish  exported  after 
the  tenth  day  of  June  next ;  and  in  lieu  thereof  and  for 
the  more  immediate  encouragement  of  the  said  fisheriei^ 
there  shall  be  afterwardi  paid,  on  the  last  day  of  De- 
cember annually,  to  the  owner  of  every  vessel,  or  his 
agent,  by  the  collector  of  the  district  where  audi  vesBel 
may  belong,  that  shall  be  qualified  agreeably  to  law,  finr 
carrying  on  the  Bank  and  other  Cod-Fiaheries,  and  that 
shall  a^nally  have  been  employed  therein  at  sea,  for  the 
term  of  four  m<mths  at  least,  of  the  fishing  season  next 
ling  (which  season  is  accounted  to  be  from  the 


preoedi 
last  da^ 


last  day  of  Febmaiy,  to  die  last  day  of  November  in 
every  year)  for  each  and  every  ton  of  such  vessel's  bur- 
den, according  to  her  admeasurement,  as  Kcensed  or 
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enrolled ;  if  of  twenty  tomr  and'not  exceeding  Hatty  torn, 
one  and  a  half  dollars,  and  if  above  iStattj  tons,  two  and 
ft  half  dollara,  of  whidi  bounty  three  eighth  parts  shall 
aocme  and  belong  to  the  owner  of  snch  fidnng  Teasel, 
and  the  other  fire  eighths  thereof  idiall  be  divided  by 
him,  his  agent  or  lawftil  representatiTe,  to  and  among 
the  seyeral  fishermen  who  shall  have  been  employed  in 
fluch  vessel,  duiing  the  season  aibresaidj  or  a  part  theie- 
qS,  as  the  case  may  be,  in  such  proportions  as  the  fish 
they  shall  respectively  have  taken  may  bear  to  the  whole 
quantity  offish  taken  on  board  such  vessel  during  such 
season.  Provided,  That  the  bounty,  to  be  aUowed  and 
paid  on  any  vessel  for  one  season,  shall  not  exceed  one 
hundred  and  seventy  dollars." 

Mr.  QtLEB,  expressed  some  doubt  respecting  the 
principle  of  the  Dill;  and  for  the  purpose  of  col- 
lecting the  sense  of  the  Committee  on  the  subject, 
he  thought  the  most  effectual  means  would  be  a 
imotion  to  amend  the  bill,  by  striking  out  the  whole 
I  section.    He  accordingly  made  the  motion,  observ- 
J  ing  at  the  same  time,  that  he  could  not  positively 
assert,  whether  the  reasons  which  determined  him 
B^inst  the  principle  of  the  bill,  were  well  found- 
ed or  not;  tnat,  in  matters  where  a  local  prefer- 
ence is  ffiven.  it  is  necessary  to  accommodate;  and 
he  wouM  be  nappy  if  his  objections  could  be  re- 
moved.   The  present  section  of  the  bill  appears 
to  contain  a  direct  bounty  on  occupations;  and  if 
that  be  its  object,  it  is  the  first  attempt  as  yet  made 
by  this  Gk>yemment  to  exercise  such  authority ; 
and  its  constitutionality  struck  him  in  a  doubtful 
point  of  view;  for  in  no  part  of  the  Constitution 
could  he,  in  express  terms,  find  a  power  given  to 
Congress  to  cprant  bounties  on  occupations:  the 
power  is  neimer  directly  granted,  nor  (by  any 
reasonable  construction  that  he  could  give)  an- 
nexed to  any  other  power  specified  in  the  Consti- 
tution.   It  might  perhaps  be  brought  in  under  a 
mode  of  construction  already  adopted  bv  the  House, 
viz :  that  of  "  ways  and  ends"  by  whicn  any  power 
whatever  might  oe  equally  implied;  but  he  wished 
ever  to  see  some  connexion  oetween  a  specified 
power,  and  the  means  adopted  fbr  carrying  it  into 
execution.    There  is  a  great  difference  between 
giving  encouragement,  and  granting  a  direct  boun^ 
ty.    Congress  have  a  right  to  regulate  commerce ; 
mod  any  advantage  thereby  resulting  to  a  particu- 
lar occupation  connected  wiih  commerce,  comes 
within  tnat  authority ;  but  when  a  bounty  is  pro- 
poped  to  a  particular  employment  or  occupation, 
this  is  stepping  beyond  the  circle  of  commerce; 
and  such  a  measure  will  afiect  the  whole  manu- 
facturing and  agricultural  system.    In  all  cases, 
the  revenue,  to  be  employed  in  this  bounty,  is 
drawn  from  all  the  sources  of  revenue  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  confined  to  a  particular  object.  He 
was  averse  to  bounties  in  ahnost  every  shape,  as 
deiogttiona  from  the  commcm  ri^ht ;  and  he  thought 
there  would  be  no  great  diffiemty  in  proving;,  that 
a'Ctonrenrment  is  wytk  uhjust  and  expressive  in 
ei^tablishin^  exclusive  rights,   monqwlies,  Ac,, 
wHhout  some  reiy  ^bscantial  merit  in  the  persons 
to  whom  they  are  granted;  although  even  in  that 
^ftascj'tfte'propfriiify  df^udi  ^htfe  fs  still'^tiektlbii- 
ifWe.   TTiidcr  a  jtist  knd  equal  Government,  eVery 
inidlViaftt&l  "is  ^tititled  to  prote<nidn  in  the  enjoy-  i 


ment  of  the  whole  product  of  his  labor,  except 
such  portion  of  it  as  is  necessary  to  enable  Gbvem- 
ment  to  protect  the  rest;  this  is jgiven  only  in  con- 
sideration of  the  protection  offered.  In  every 
bounty,  exclusive  ri^t,  or  monopoly,  Government 
violates  the  stipulation  on  her  part;  for.  by  such  a 
regulation,  the  product  of  one  man's  labor  is  trans- 
ferred to  tne  use  and  enjoyment  of  another.  The 
exercise  of  such  a  right  on  the  part  of  Crovemment 
can  be  justified  on  no  other  principle,  than  that 
the  whole  product  of  the  labor  of  every  individual 
is  the  real  property  of  Government,  and  may  be 
distributed  among  the  several  parts  of  the  commu- 
nity by  governmental  discretion;  such  a  supposi- 
tion would  directly  involve  the  idea,  that  every 
individual  in  the  community  is  merely  a  slave  and 
bondman  to  Government,  who,  although  he  may 
labor,  is  not  to  expect  protection  in  the  product  of 
his  laoor.  An  autnority  given  to  any  Government 
to  exercise  such  a  principle,  would  lead  to  a  com- 
plete system  of  tyranny. 

He  entertained  fewer  doubts,  respecting  the 
principle,  as  it  regards  political  economy.    All  oc- 
cupations diat  stand  in  need  of  bounties,  instead 
of  increasing  the  real  wealth  of  a  country,  rather 
tend  to  lessen  it;  the  real  wealth  of  every  country 
consisting  in  the  active  product  of  usefdl  labor 
employ ea  in  it.    It  is  therefore  bad  policy  to  encou- 
rage any  occupation  that  would  diminish,  instead 
of  increasing  the  aggregate  wealth  of  the  commn- 
nity;  and  if  an  occupation  is  really  productive, 
ana  augments  the  general  wealth,  bounties  are 
unnecessary  for  its  support;  for  when  it  reimburses 
the  capital  employed,  and  yields  aprofit  besides, 
it  may  be  said  to  support  itself.    Wnen  it  fails  in 
these  points,  any  forced  advantage  that  is  given  to 
it  by  tne  Government,  only  tends  to  decrease  the 
wealth  of  the  country.     The  subject  however 
might  be  considered  in  a  more  favorable  point  of 
view:  and  that  is,  whether  the  provision  be  essen- 
tial to  the  defence  of  the  United  States,  and  whe- 
ther the  bounties  proposed  in  the  bill  were  more 
than  equivalent  to  the  portion  of  defence  that 
would  be  procured  bjr  them.    The  bill  does  not 
(in  his  opinion)  contain  that  kind  of  encourage- 
ment, which  is  essential  to  the  national  defence. 
Any  man  wiio  takes  a  view  of  this  country,  must 
be  convinced,  that  its  real  support  rises  from  the 
land,  and  not  from  the  sea ;  and  the  opposite  mis- 
take must  have  arisen  merely  from  a  servile  imi- 
tation of  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain:  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  country  heretofore  thought  fkvorably 
of  her  Crovemment,  and  the  Revolution  has  not  yet 
altered  their  former  ideas  respecting  it.    But  the 
circumstances  of  the  two  countries  will,  on  exami- 
nation, be  found  widely  different;  Britain,  sur- 
rounded by  the  sea  on  every  side,  finds  a  navy 
nec^sary  to  support  her  commerce;  whilst  Ame- 
rica, possessed  of  an  immense  territory,  and  hav- 
ing yet  ample  room  to  cultivate  that  territory,  has 
no  occasion  to  contend  by  sea  with  any  European 
Power:  her  strength  and  her  resources  are  all  to 
be  found  within  the  United  States:  and  if  she  but 
ilttends  to  her  internal  resources,  tne  object  of  na- 
tional defence  will  be  much  better  answered. 
Mr.  G.  next  proceeded  to  consider  whether  that 
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]Mrtion  6f  the  national  defbn^ -which  might  be 
'  detived  fVom  the  fisheries,  would  not  be  pnrehased 
-at  too  hiffh  a  price.    AhnoQgh  the  apparent  in^ 
'tention  of  the  bill  is  only  to  convert  the  presenij 
•  existing  drawtiacks  into  a  bounty ;  yet  the  dwtW-- 
badts  ^ing  alioweid  only  to  the  actual  exportation; 
1^  the  fish,  and  the  bounty  being  grant^fd  on  f^ 
tonnage  or  the  filing  vessels,  there  can  be  no  com^ 
parative  taltie  between  the  dmwbaek  and  the 
boanty;  they  have  no  necessiiry  rektion  to  each 
other,  and  the  latter  may  exceed  the  former,  or  the 
former  exceed  the  latter.    He  had  made  a  calou-^ 
lation,  and  upon  the  most  favorRble  principles, 
grounded  on  the  Reports  of  ^e  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  and  the  Secretary  of  State.    Here  he 
)[yrod«cedacalcralation,tendmgtoshowthatthe  pro- 
posed bounty  on  thetonnSAge  of  thefishx^  ve^els, 
WT^uM  consideifiEbly  exceed  the  amount  of  the  pre- 
sent drawbacks.    From  a  comparison  between  the 
bounty,  and  the  number  of^^ailors  employed  in  the 
fisheiles,  he  showed  what  an  expense  each  man 
would  be  to  the  United  States;  axid,  after  other 
nemarks,  observed,  that  even  Great  Britain,  whose 
whole  national  support  and  defence  depends  on 
her  navy,  had  found,  th^t'the  men  employed  m 
-  the  fisheries,  though  sb  necessary  fbr  that  defence, 
e«idt  her  too  much;  that  America,  whose  conse- 
quence, as  a  nation,  does  not  dep«id  on  a  navy, 
ought  to  take  a  lesson  from  the  experience  of  Bri- 
tain: that  he  did  not  wiish  to  enter  into^  compe- 
tition with  Britain  and  France,  in  supplying  the 
different  matldHs  with  fish ;  that,  as  those  natkms 
are  able  to  hold  our  greater  encouragement  to  their 
fishermen,  than  we  cato  to  ours,  we  would,  by  such 
a  competitdon,  only  exhaust  tne  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  to  no  purpose ;  and  upon  this  princi- 

Se  alone,  he  thought  mere  was  some  reason  to 
mbt  the  policy  of  the  measure  propo^^din  the 
section  under  consideration,  which  therefore  he 
hoped  the  Committee  would  agree  to  strike  out, 
imless  his  objections  could  be  obviated. 

Mr.  MtTRRAT  observed,  that  in  order  to  demon- 
strate die  propriety  of  tne  measure,  it  wouM  be 
incumbent  on  the  meaoids  of  the  bill,  first,  to  prote 
that  the  fishery  trade  is  in  a  state  of  decay,  that 
the  sto^k  employed  ih  it  does  not  yield  the  ordi- 
KMiry  profits^  so  as  to  justify  the  merchants  in  em- 
barxinff  their  capital  in  this  branch*  of  trade:  that 
there  is  a  system  of  defence  in  contemplation, 
i«idch  the  circtimstanees  of  the  country  call  for, 
mnd  which  this  trade  is  calculate  to  finish;  that 
other  branches  of  trade,  which  do  not  stand  in  need 
of  encotiragemieht,  are  not  equally  capable  of  fur- 
nishii^  seamen  for  tiie  purpose:  that  this  particu- 
lar Object  so  pecttliariy  claims  the  attention  and 
Encouragement  of  the  United  States,  as  to  leave 
fkr  behind  every  consideration  of  the  manufactur- 
ing interest,  the  agricultural,  d^.  All  this  he 
thought  necessary  for  gentlemen  to  prove,  and  to 
show  some  very  strong  necessity  for  encouraging^ 
one  particular  class  of  men,  in  preference  to  all 
otiiers. 

Mr.  Goodhue. — It  happens  that  the  fisheries  of 
the  United  States  are  almost  entirely  confined  to 
the  State  of  Massachusetts;  and  they  furnish  a 
eoiisiderable,a  principal  portion  of  our  export  trade. 


As  We  are  a  part  of  the  United  States,  the  Utdted 
States  in  general  are  interested  in  the  prosperity 
of  tlmt  branch  of  business,  so  far  at  least  as  it  con- 
tributes to  the  national  defence:  it  furnishes  a 
copious  niffsery  of  hardy  seamen,  and  trifiers  a 
never-failing  source  of  protection  to  the  commerce 
of  the  United  States.    If  we  engage  in  a  war  with 
any  European  Power,  those  seamen  will  be  exclu- 
dealrom  their  ordinary  employment,  and  must 
have  recourse  to  privateering.    During  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain,  we  annoyed  the  eneniy 
more  in  that  line  than  all  others;  and  had  it  not 
be^  for  privateering,  it  would  often  have  becai 
impossible  to  keep  together  our  armies,  who  fre- 
qiuendy,  in  the  h^r  of  need,  were  supplied  by  the 
privateers  with  ammuaitioii  aikd  clothing,  of  which 
they  were  wholly  destitute.    All  that  we  vrish  to 
obtain  by  dus  bill  is,  diat  we  may  not  be  burdened 
with  duties.    An  opinion  has  been  entertained, 
that  BO  drawback  oa]|ht  to  be  allowed  on  the  re- 
exportation of  artides  imported  from  forei^  coun^ 
tries;  but  if  this  opinion  were  to  obtain  m  prac- 
tice, and  no  drawoacks  were  to  be  admittea,  we 
must  confine  our  inujortation  to  articles  for  otir 
own  consumption.    The  drawback,  allowed  by 
the  existing  law,  on  the  exportation  of  salt  fish,  was 
cakidated  to'  be  only  equal  to  die  duty  beforenand 
paid  on  the  quantity  of  salt  used  in  curing  the  fish ; 
but  the  fidiermen  complain  that  as  the  act  aoW 
stands,  they  are  wholly  excluded  from  any  partici- 
pation in  tne  beosefit,  which  centres  entirely  in  the 
coffers  of  the  merchants.    The  object  of  the  pre- 
sent bill  is,  oaky  to  repay  the  same  money  into  the 
hands  of  those  persons  who  are  immediately  eoii- 
eerned  in  catching  the  fi^;  and  there  can  no  rea- 
sonable objection  be  naade  to  sych  a  transfer  of 
the  drawback,  as  Government  will  not  lose  a  sin- 
gle ddkr  by  the  change.    The  gentleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Gtuis]  tfldSts  of  the  unconstitutioDa)- 
ity  ^granting  bounties;  but  no  bounty  is  required. 
We  only  ask,  in  anodter  mode,  the  usual  draw- 
back for  the  salt  used  on  the'fish.    If  we  can  BHtike 
it  appear  that  the  htU  does  ntM  cdntctn^^ate  -any 
greater  sums  to  be  drawn- from  the  Treasury,  than 
are  already  allowed,  it  is  to'be  hoped  that  no  fur- 
ther q[fpo8ition  will  be  made  to  the  measure :  and 
that  this  is  really  the  case,  can  be  proved  by  docu- 
ments from  the  Treasury  dESaae.    Mere  he  read  m 
staleoient  and  calculation  to  prove  his  ass^itiod; 
aiMl  to  show  that  the  United  States  will  probably 
pay  one  thousand  dollars  per  annum  less  in  the 
proposed  bounties  on  the  tonoagetof  the  fishing 
vessels,  tkan^they  wodd  in  the^rawhoeks  on  thie 
exportation  6f  the  fish,    ^fae  fishetflMn^  he- con- 
tinued, are  now  under  iiocoii!trolf  \mA  mcense- 
quence  of  this  want  of  a  proper  TBstraint,  !they 
often  take  whtos  ibto  their  hes^  a»d  quit  the 
vessels  during  the  fishing  season.    To  {Movent  the 
inconveniences  of  this  practice,  the  bill  contem- 
plates their  exclusibn  fi'Om'the  bounty^  unless  they 
enter  into  such  contracts  and  regulanons,  as  may 
be  found  necessary  fdr  the  proper  and  successful 
conducting  of  the  business,  which,  from  our  ad- 
vantageoussituiktibnwould  beentirely  in  our  hands) 
if  we  did  not  meet  with  such  opposition  and  dis- 
couragement from  fore^  nlitions,  whose  bounties 
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to  their  own  fishermeiL  together  with  the  duties 
laid  upon  oar  fish,  would,  to  persons  less  advanta- 
geously situated  tnan  us,  amount  almost  to  a  total 
prohibition. 

In  the  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  a 
drawback  is  contemplated  of  the  duties  on  all  fo- 
reign articles,  used  by  the  seamen  employed  in  the 
fishing  trade,  such  as  coffee,  rum,  d^;.;  but  we  ask 
it  on  the  salt  alone;  nor  is  it  asked  as  a  bounty, 
but  merely  as  a  transfer  from  the  hand  of  the  mer- 
chant to  tnat  of  the  fishermen.  • 

Mr.  White  had  no  objection  to  give  the  trade 
a  proper  deeree  of  encouragement;  but  he  did  not 
relish  the  idea  of  granting  TOunties;  if  any  gentle- 
man would  prepare  an  amendment  so  as  to  make 
them  drawbacks  in  fact,  as  well  as  in  words,  he 
would  consent  to  the  measure. 

Mr.  Ames,  after  some  introductory  observations, 
adverted  to  the  necessity  of  fixing  some  point  in 
which  both  sides  would  agree.  Disputes,  he  said, 
could  not  be  terminated — or.  more  properly,  they 
could  not  be  managed  at  all,  if  some  nrst  princi- 
ples were  not  conceded.  The  parties  would  want 
weapons  for  the  controversy. 

Law  is  in  some  countries  the  yoke  of  Gk>vem- 
ment  which  bends  or  breaks  the  necks  of  the  peo- 
ple; out,  thank  Heaven,  in  this  country,  it  is  a 
man's  shield — his  coat  of  mail — his  castle  of  safety. 
It  is  more  than  his  defence:  it  is  his  weapon  to 
punish  those  who  invade  his  rights^ — it  is  tne  in- 
strument which  assists — it  is  the  price  that  rewards 
his  industry. 

If  I  say  that  fishermen  have  equal  rights  with 
other  men,  every  gentleman  feels  in  his  own  bosom 
a  principle  of  assent.  If  I  say  that  no  man  shall 
pay  a  tax  on  sending  his  property  out  of  the  coun- 
try, the  Constitution  vnll  confirm  it;  for  the  Con- 


say  no  more  than  the  law  of  the  land  has  con- 
firmed. Plain  and  short  as  these  princij^es  are, 
they  include  the  whole  controversy.  For  I  con- 
sider the  law  allowing  the  drawback  as  the  right 
of  the  fishery ;  the  defects  of  that  law  as  the  wrong 
suiTered,  and  the  bill  before  us  as  the  remedy.  The 
defects  of  the  law  are  many  and  grievous.  Sup- 
posing 340,000  quintals  exported — 

The  salt  duty  is $48,744 

The  drawback  is  only         ....      d4,0<M) 

Loss  to  the  fishery    ....  8,744 
M^ereas  Government  pays  $46,900,  at  1^ 
cents,  indnding  charges,  which  aie  8^  cts. 
on  a  quintal:  which  is  beyond  what  the 

fiahear  receives 11,900 

Being  a  clear  lose  to  the  Government  ^— — 

of 8,166 

So  that  thouffh  the  whole  is  intended  for  the 
benefit  of  the  fishery,  about  one-fourth  of  what  is 
paid  is  not  so  applied:  there  is  a  heavy  loss  both 
to  Crovernment  and  the  fishery.  Even  what  is 
paid  on  the  export  is  nearly  lost  money ;  the  bounty 
IS  not  paid  till  the  exportation,  nor  then,  till  six 
months  have  elapsed;  whereas  the  duty  on  salt  is 


paid  before  the  fish  is  taken:  it  is  paid  to  the  ex- 
porter, not  to  the  fisherman.  The  bounty  is  so 
mdirect,  that  the  poor  fisherman  loses  sight  of  it. 
It  is  paid  to  such  persons,  in  such  places,  and  at 
such  periods,  as  to  disappoint  its  good  effects; 
passing  through  so  many  hands,  and  paying  so 
many  profits  to  each,  it  is  almost  absorbea.^The 
encouragement,  too,  is  greatest  in  successful  years, 
when  least  needed;  and  is  least  in  tod  fishing  sea- 
sons, when  it  is  most  needed.  It  is  a  very  per- 
I^exed,  embarrassing  regulati(m  to  the  officers  of 
Government  and  to  the  exporter;  hence  the  ffreat 
charge:  and,  with  all  this  charge  and  trouUe,  it 
is  liable  to  many  frauds.  Four  nundred  miles  of 
coast,  little  towns,  no  officer.  All  these  defects 
the  bill  remedies;  and,  besides,  gives  the  money 
on  condition  that  certain  regulations  are  submitted 
to,  which  are  worth  almost  as  much  as  the  money. 

The  bill  is  defended  on  three  sprounds.  First, 
it  will  promote  the  national  wealth;  second,  the 
national  safety;  third,  justice  requires  it;  the  last 
is  fully  relied  on. 

To  show  that  the  fishery  vnll  increase  the  wealth 
of  the  nation,  it  cannot  be  improper  to  mention  its 
great  value.  The  export  before  the  war  brought 
more  than  a  million  of  dollars  into  this  country: 
probably  it  is  not  less  at  present,  and  no  small 
part  in  gold  and  silver.  It  is  computed  that  thirty 
thousand  persons,  including  four  thousand  seamen, 
subsbt  by  it.  Many  say,  verv  composedly,  if  it 
will  not  maintain  itself,  let  it  fall.  But  we  should 
not  only  lose  the  annual  million  of  dollars  which 
it  brings  us,  an  immense  capital  would  be  lost. 
The  fishing  towns  are  built  on  the  naked  rocks, 
or  barren  sands,  on  the  side  of  the  sea.  Those 
spots,  however,  where  trade  would  sicken  and 
die — which  husbandry  scorns  to  till — ^and  which 
Nature  seems  to  have  devoted  to  eternal  barren- 
ness, are  selected  by  industry  to  work  miracles  on. 
Houses,  stores,  and  wharves,  are  erected,  and  a 
vast  property  created,  all  depending  on  this  busi- 
ness. Before  you  think  it  a  hght  thing  to  consign 
them  to  ruin,  see  if  you  can  compute  what  they 
cost;  if  they  outrun  your  figures,  then  confess  that 
it  would  be  bad  economy,  as  well  as  bad  policy, 
to  suffer  rival  nations  to  ruin  our  fishery.  The 
regulations  of  foreign  nations  tend  to  bring  this 
rum  about  France  and  England  equally  endea- 
vor, in  the  langua^^e  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  to 
mount  their  marme  on  the  destruction  of  our 
fishery.  The  fishers  at  Newfoundland  are  allowed 
liberal  bounties  by  the  EngUsh  Government;  and, 
in  the  French  West  Indies,  we  meet  bounties  on 
their  fish  and  duties  on  our  own,  and  these  amount 
to  the  price  of  the  fish.  From  the  Englkh  islands 
we  are  quite  shut  out;  yet  such  is  the  force  of  our 
natural  advantages,  that  we  have  not  yielded  to 
these  rivals.  The  Secretary  of  State  nas  made 
these  statements  in  his  Report. 

The  more  fish  we  catch  the  cheaper;  the  En- 
glish fish  will  need  a  greater  bounty :  whereas  if 
we  should  yield,  the  English  would  probably  need 
no  bounty  at  all ;  they  would  have  the  monopoly. 
For  example;  suppose  the  English  can  fish  at  two 
dollars  the  quintal — we  catch  so  much  that  we 
sell  at  one  dollar  and  two-thirds:  the  loss  to  them 
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is  one-third  of  a  dollar  on  each  quintal.  They 
must  have  that  sum  as  a  bounty.  Whereas,  if  we 
increase  our  fishery,  a  greater  and  a  greater  bounty 
is  needed  by  foreign  nations.  The  contest  so  pain- 
ftdly  sustained  b^  them  must  be  yielded  at  last, 
and  we  shall  enjoy  alone  an  immense  fund  ot 
wealth  to  the  nation,  which  Nature  has  made 
ours;  and  though  foreigners  disturb  the  posses- 
sion^ we  shall  mially  enjoy  it  peaceably  and  ex- 
elusiyely.  If  the  lands  of  Kentucky  are  invaded, 
you  drive  off  the  invader;  and  so  vou  ought.  Why 
not  protect  this  property  as  welll  These  opinions 
are  supported  by  no  common  authority.  The  State 
of  Massachusetts  having  representee!  the  discou- 
ragements of  the  fishery,  the  subject  has  received 
the  sanction  of  the  Secretary  of  State;  he  con- 
firms the  fetcts  stated  in  the  petition ;  he  says  it  is 
too  poor  a  business  to  pay  anything  to  Cfovern- 
meht. 

Yet,  instead  of  asking  bounties,  or  a  remission 
of  the  duties  on  the  articles  consumed,  we  ask 
nothing  but  to  give  us  our  own  money  back,  which 
you  received  under  an  engagement  to  pay  it  back, 
m  case  the  article  should  oe  exported.  If  nothing 
was  in  view,  therefore,  but  to  promote  nationsd 
wealth,  it  seems  plain  that  this  branch  ought  to 
be  protected  and  preserved;  because,  under  all  the 
discouragements  it  suffers,  it  increases,  and  every 
year  more  and  more  enriches  the  country,  and  pro- 
mises to  become  an  inexhaustible  fund  of  wealth. 

Another  view  has  been  taken  of  the  subject, 
which  is  dravni  from  the  naval  protection  afford- 
ed, in  time  of  war,  by  a  fishery.  Our  coasting  and 
foreign  trade  are  increasing  rapidly ;  but  the  richer 
our  trade  becomes,  the  better  prize  to  the  enemy : 
so  far  from  protecting  us,  it  would  be  the  very 
thine  that  would  tempt  him  to  go  to  war  with  us. 
As  the  rice  and  the  tobacco  planter  cheerfldly  pay 
for  armies,  and  turn  out  in  the  militia  to  protect 
their  property  on  shore,  they  cannot  be  so  much 
deceived  as  to  wish  to  have  it  leit  unprotected 
when  it  is  afloat;  especially  when  it  is  known 
that  this  protection,  though  more  effectual  than 
tiie  whole  revenue  expended  on  a  navy  could  pro- 
cure, will  not  cost  a  farthing;  on  the  contrary,  it 
will  enrich  while  it  protects  the  nation.    The 
coasters  and  other  seamen,  in  the  event  of  a  war, 
would  be  doubly  in  demand,  and  could  neither 
protect  themselves  nor  annoy  the  enemy  to  any 
considerable  deme;  but  the  fishermen,  thrown 
out  of  business  by  a  war,  would  be  instantly  in 
action.    They  would,  as  they  formerly  did,  em- 
bark in  privateers;  having  nothing  to  lose,  and 
everything  to  hope,  they  would  not  dishonor  their 
former  fame.    Their  mode  of  life  makes  them 
expert  and  hardy  seamen.    Nothing  can  be  more 
adventurous.    They  cast  anchor  on  the  banks, 
three  hundred  leagues  from  land,  and  with  a  great 
length  of  cable  ride  out  the  storms  of  winter.    If 
the  gale  proves  too  strong  they  often  sink  at  their 
anchors,  and  are  food  for  fish  which  they  came  to 
take:  forever  wet,  the  sea  almost  becomes  their 
element.    Cold  and  labor,  in  that  region  of  frost, 
brace  their  bodies,  and  they  become  as  hardy  as 
the  bears  on  the  islands  of  ice:  their  skill  and 
spirit  are  not  inferior:  familiar  wiUi  danger,  they 


despise  it.  If  I  were  to  recite  their  exploits,  the 
theme  would  find  every  American  heart  already 
flowing  with  the  recollection  of  them;  it  would- 
kindle  more  enthusiasm  than  the  subject  has  need 
of.  My  view  is  only  to  appeal  to  facts,  to  evince- 
the  importance  of  the  fishery  as  a  means  of  naval 
protection.  It  is  proper  to  pass  over  Bunker's  Hill, 
though  memorable  by  the  valor  a(  a  regiment  of 
fishermen;  nor  is  it  necessary  to  mention,  further, 
that  five  hundred  fishermen  fought  at  Trenton. 

It  is  known,  that  the  privateers  manned  by  fish- 
ermen, in  want  of  everything,  not  excepting  arms, 
which  they  depended  on  tsuung  from  their  ene- 
mies, brought  into  port  warlike  stores  of  every 
kind,  as  well  as  every  kind  of  merchandise  suffi- 
cient for  the  army  and  the  country:  the  war  could 
not  have  been  carried  on  without  them.  Among 
other  exploits  almost  beyond  belief,  one  instance 
is  worth  relating:  these  people,  in  a  privateer  of 
sixteen  ^uns,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  in 
one  cruise,  took  more  than  twenty  ships,  with 
upwards  of  two  hundred  guns,  and  nearly  four 
hundred  men.  The  privateers  from  a  single  dis- 
trict of  Massachusetts,  where  the  fishery  is  chiefly 
seated,  took  more  than  two  thousand  vessels,  beiiu^ 
one-third  of  the  British  merchant  vessels,  and 
brought  in  near  one  thousand  two  hundred.  An 
hundred  sail  of  privateers,  manned  by  fishermen, 
would  scour  every  sea  in  case  of  a  war. 

Some  ^ntlemen  think  of  a  navy:  but  what 
navy  could  do  more?  What  nation  would  pro- 
voke a  people  so  capable  of  injuring  them?  Could 
fifty  ships  of  the  line  afford  more  security?  and 
yet  this  resource  of  the  fishery,  always  ready,  al- 
ways sufficient,  will  cost  nothing.  The  superior 
naval  force  of  our  foes  should  not  discourage  us; 
our  privateers  would  issue  like  so  many  swordfish 
to  attack  the  whale.  I  leave  these  observations  to 
their  weight,  and  forbear  to  press  them  farther; 
strong  as  I  think  them,  I  rest  my  support  of  the 
bill  on  another  ground.  I  will  only  ask  whether 
you  will  oppress,  if  you  will  not  encourage  them? 
Whether^  il  you  wul  not  ^ve  them  the  money  of 
the  public,  you  will  partially  seize  their  own? 
This  is  all  they  ask.  If  your  policy  demands  for 
them  so  much,  will  your  justice  deny  them  so 
little? 

I  have  repeatedly  asserted  that  the  bill  will  not 
cost  the  public  a  farthing ;  you  onlytake  the  money 
which  the  fishery  brings  into  the  Treasury  for  the 
salt  duty^  and  pay  the  same,  or  a  less  sum,  back 
in  bounties,  instead  of  a  drawback  on  the  export- 
ation of  the  fish.  Here  I  rest  the  argument.  Be- 
fore I  adduce  my  proofs^  I  cannot  forbear  to  lay 
open  the  state  of  my  mmd.  I  rely  on  the  truth 
of  the  facts  I  propose  to  offer.  I  rely  on  the  proof 
of  them,  being  as  near  demonstration  as  the  na- 
ture of  the  case  will  admit.  I  make  no  doubt  of 
the  good  sense  and  good  intentions  of  the  gentle- 
men whom  I  wish  to  convince;  and  yet  I  am  sorry 
to  say  I  am  far  from  being  sanguine  in  the  hope 
of  gaming  a  single  vote  for  the  bill.  I  will  explain 
my  meamn^,  and  then  I  think  no  gentleman  will 
tate  exception  at  it.  This  debate  depends  on  cal- 
culation. In  print  or  writing,  or  in  private  con- 
versation, figiu^s  have  the  advantage  of  every 
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o^er  mode  of  investigatioo:  the  mmd  is  fixed  to 
a  point,  and  made  to  perceive  it  clearly^  But  in 
puUio  debate  it  is  otherwise.  Figures  npt  only 
disgust  attention,  but  as  the  mind  cannot  carry 
thm  along,  they  confound  it;  thejr  make  a  plain 
thing  look  mysterious,  and  bring  it  into  suspicion. 
When  I  ask  of  the  Committee  a  hearing,  and  it  is 
granted,  I  get  nothing:  I  want  a  close  aUention^ 
and  I  have  to  beg,  and  earnestly  too,  that  sentle-r 
men  will  not  trust  tneir  first  opinions  aim,  viote 
against  the  bill,  without  condescending  to  receive 
and  to  weigh  tne  facts  and,  calculations  of  its  ad- 
vocates. 

The  first  question  is,  how  much  does  Gpvern- 
Q^^nt  receive  byr  the  duty  on  the  salt  used  in  curing 
the  fish  which  is  exported?  The  quantity  of  fish 
must  be  knowUf  Several  ways  of  mformation  are 
to  be  explored.  The  Secretary  of  State  supposes 
the  fish  of  1790  to  be  354,276  quintals.  A  Trea- 
sury return  of  fish  exported  from  August  20, 1789, 
to  September  30, 1790,  which  is  thirteen  and  one- 
third  months,  is  378,721  quintals*  For  a  year, 
equal  to  340,849  quintals. 

foreign  dried  fish  imported  from  August  15, 
1789,  to  Auffust  1790, 3,701  auinjtals;  five  per  cent, 
drawback  Uiereon  is  only  tiir^  hundred  and  ten 
dpUarS)  at  one  dollar  and  sixty-six  cents  ner  quintal. 
Mr.  Giles  is  mistaken  in  supposing  that  foreign 
fish  deducts  $16,000  from  our  estimate.  Return 
qf  fish  in  seven  months,  from  May  30,  to  Decem- 
ber. 1790,  exported,  all  fish  of  the  United  States. 
197,278  quintals:  which,  for  a  year,  is  338,184 

r'  itals.  The  medium  may  be  fairly  taken  for 
time  past  at  340,000  Quintals  a  year. 

Six  gentlemen  of  Marblehead  certify,  that  5,043 
hogsheads,  or  40,344  bushels  ol  salt,  were  used  on 
33>497i  quintals;  which, for  340,000 quintals, gives 
3156,200  bushels.  The  duty,  at  twelve  cents,  is 
$42,744)  which  Government  receives.  But  the 
charge  to  the  United  States  is,  at  thirteen  and  a 
half  cents  per  quintal    -  -  -    $45,900 

Whereof  tne  fishery  receives  ten  cents 

on  each  quintal  exported       -  -      34,000 

Charges  as  the  law  stands         -  -      11,900 

Further,  this  is  but  an  estimate  made  up  from 
what  the  last  year  proved.  The  next  may  be  very 
^yySerenjt,  and  probaiblY  it  will  be.  If  more  money 
should  be  demanded  uan  $44^000,  we  must  not  be 
accused  of  misleading  Congress.  But  in  that  case 
an  increase  would  }k  made  by  Ikw;  for  the  more 
fish  is  exported  the  more  thirteen  and  a  half  cents 
must  be  paid ;  so  that  the  bill  creates  no  burden  in 
t|iat  way.  But  the  increase  of  the  export  of  fish 
will  probably  operate  in  favor  of  Government. 
For  it  is  known  that  the  economy,  skill,  and  activi- 
ty of  the  fishery  are  making  progress.  Its  success 
lias  progressed.  The  more  fish  to  a  vessel,  the 
cheaper  the  allowance  on  the  tonnage.  Therefore, 
the  tonnaj^e  of  vessels  will  not  increase  in,  a  ratio 
with  the  mcrease  of  the  fish* 

The  very  objections  prove  this.  For  they  deem 
the  encouragement  too  great  But  any  encourage- 
ment must  have  the  efl^t. 
^  The  difierence  of  the  agreements  for  distribu- 
te the  fish  according  to  the  present  practice,  or  tty 


this  bill  malpes  a  sreat  one  in  the  quantity  taken. 
The  bill  reforms  the  practice  in  this  point  Mar* 
blehead  vessels  take  less  than  those  frpm  Beverlv^ 
The  former  throw  the  fish  into  a  common  stocl, 
which  is  afterwards  divided  upon  a  plan  very  u^r 
friendly  to  exertion.  A  n^baix  works  for  the  whole— 
perhaps  twelve  hpurs,  and  they  take  about  eighl^ 
hundred  quintals  to  a  vessel  But  in  Beverlv^  tl^. 
exertion  is  as  great  as  can  be  made;  eignteejoi 
hours  a  day,  bec^ise  eaqh  man  has  what  he  cajtchesi. 
and  thev  catch  eleven  hundred  quintals. 

Marblehead  seamen  sailing  irom  other  town9» 
and  dividinfi^  as  last  mention^  which  the  bill  es- 
tablishes, sddom  fail  to  catch  two  or  three  hun- 
dred quintals  more  than,  vessels  and  i]aen  from  Mar- 
blehead on  the  first  phuL  Accordinj^y,  I  assert  on, 
good  authority,  that  th^  increase  m  Marblehead 
only  miiy  be  computed  at  fifteen  thousand  qu^i- 
tals,  merely  in  consequence  of  the  reform  by  tha. 
bill.  The  best  infonipLed  persons  whom  I  have  con- 
sulted^ entertain  np  dount  that  the  export  in  caset 
the  bill  should  pass,  would  npt  be  lass  than  fom; 
hundred  thousand  quintals,  probably  more;  but 
at  four  hundred  thpusand  qumtals,  it  would  add 
seven  thousand  two  hundred  dollars  mpre  to  th^ 
salt  duty ;  a  sum  more  than  equal  to  any  estimate 
of  the  actual  tonnage,  or  any  probable  increase  ol 
it  -  -  ...  $42,744 

7,200 

Salt  duty  on,  400,000  Quintals  -  -     49,944 

Other  facts  confirm  the  theory^  that  skill  an^ 
exertion  are  increasing  in  this  busine^. 

In  1775,  25,000  tons,  4,405  seamen.  Fish  sold 
for  $1,071,000.  In  1790,  threc^fourths  of  the  sea- 
men and  tnree^burths  of  the  tonnage  ta)ie  as  much 
fish.  It  is  owinff  to  this  Uiat  our  fishery  stood  tl^ 
competition  with  forei^  nations. 

Fmally^  the  average  m  future  may  be  relied  oa 
not  to  be  less  than  350,OQO  quintals. 
Salt  duty  on  which  -  -.  -     $43,944 

Bounties        ....       44,Q00 

Wanted         ....  5Q 

The  calculation  first  made  will  answer  the  pur- 
pose, 
340,000  quintals  pay  salt  duty  -     $42,744 

Tonnage  bpunty        .  -  -       44,000 

Wanted         ....         1,256 

This  is  the  mighty  defect  Observe  the  authen- 
tic return  of  the  export  of  fish  may  hp,  and  we 
can  almost  prove  it  to  be.  below  the  future  export 
Whereas  to  banish  all  ooubt  we  go  to  the  top  of 
the  scale  for  the  tonnage,  we  take  what  we  know 
to  be  the  utmost.  This  we  might  have  represent- 
ed more  favorably  if  we  had  chosen  to  conceal 
any  thing.  But  even  this  will  answjer  our  pur- 
pose. 

For  two  hundred  tons  are  wanting  in  the  esti- 
mate of  the  bounties,^  being  nineteen  thousand 
ei£;ht  hundred,  not  twenty  Uiousand,  which  will 
tale  ofi'one  third  of  the  deficient  sum. 

The  tonnage  over  sixty-eight,  which  receives 
nothing,  is  not  mentioned;  ana  which  probably  i^ 
not  less  than  another  t)urd. 
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The  boftta  under  five  Uhu  (bough  trifling  are  to 
be  noticed— thev  receive  nottung. , 

But,  aboTe  all,  tlie  chances  of  aoa-couijiliance 
vitb  the  regulations  are  in  faror  of  the  remainder 
of  the  twelve  huikdred  atui  fifty-six  dollars  being 
stopped.  Boats  may  not  get  twelve  quintals  to 
the  ton,  or  reswls  may  have  their  voyages  broken 
i)p,  and  notstayfourmonttu  on  the  £iQ)ing  ground, 
in  either  case  tney  would  receive  nothing.  Take 
aU  these  together,  ;s  it  not  to  be  doubled  tlult  twelve 
hundred  and  fifty-six  dollars  will  remain  of  the 
fbrty-foui  thousand  in  the  Treasury'? 

But  these  are  trifles  which  I  cannot  believe  gen- 
tlemen are  anxious  about. 

For  the  event  cannot  be  reduced  to  a  certainty. 
What  quantity  of  fish  will  be  exported,  no  man 
can  tell  now.  But  aa  Government  may  receive 
more  than  it  will  pay,  the  chance  may  turn  the 
other  way,  and  it  may  have  to  pay  a  few  hundred 
dollars  more  than  it  will, have  received.  We  have 
seen  that  the  chance  is  most  in  favor  of  Govern- 
menL  But  one  chance  must  balance  the  other. 
This  answer  is  sincerely  relied  on  as  a  good  one. 

I  barely  mention  that  the  wear  of  cordage,  ca- 
Uei,  sails,  and  anchors,  is  very  ^eat.  These  arti- 
cles on  being  imported,  pav  duties.  So  that  it  is 
probable  the  extra  duty  paia  by  the  fishery  on  their 
Qxtra  consumption,  wilt  over  balance  any  little 
sums  supoosed  to  exceed  in  the  bounty. 

It  bas  oeen  asked,  as. if  some  cunning  was  de- 
tacted,  why  if  the  money  received  in  the  Treasu- 
cy  to  ^y  the  drawbacks  is  etjual  to  the  proposed 
bounties,  a  further  approoriation  should  be  made  ? 
This  cunningquestionaomits  of  several  very  sim- 
ple answers. 

The  bill  being  for  seven  years,  the  avBrase  pro- 
duct is  the  proper  sum  to  be  calculated.  But  the 
three  first  years  may  fall  short  of  the  bounties,  say 
tjro  thousand  dollus  a  ycsar,  wliich  is  "^x  thousand 
dollars. 

The  four  last  may  exceed  two  thousand  dollars, 
■ay  eisht  thousand  dollars. 

Shul  a  poor  fisherman  wait  for  the  whole,  or 
if  be  takes  his  part  according  to  the  money  in  the 
Treasury — for  a  iweniy-fourlh  part  of  the  bounty 
on  his  vessel  from  1792  to  1795? 

2d.  This  delay  would  happen  af^er  a  bad  year, 
the  very  time  when  he  would  most  need  prompt 

3d.  But  fish  taken  this  year  will  not  be  export- 
ed till  December  next  Therefore  the  money  will 
not  be  slopped  by  the  dr^wbac^  as  the  law  stands, 
till  six  months  dler. 

A  substitute  bas  been  proposed  for  the  clause, 
to  ajpproj>riate  the  drawback  only. 

This  IX  absolutely  improper-  For  the  ten  cents 
allowed  a  id 
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been  paid,  and  Government  will  have  the  vna,  oC 
the  money  many  months  before  the  fishera^q, 
will  have  a  right  to  call  for  the  bounties. 

It  is  left  to  the  candor  of  the  gentlemen  who 
have  urged  this  objection,  whether  a  better  oi; 
further  answer  is  desired. 

A&er  having  laboriously  gone  through  the  estir 
mate  of  the  probable  export  of  fish,  it  will  not  be 
necessary  to  be  equally  minute  as  to  the  quantity, 
or  kind  of  vessels  which  are  to  receive  the  tiounty. 

The  estimate  we  believe  to  be  very  hiffh-  That 
it  is  high  euoush,  we  suppose  very  probable  from 
the  estimate  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  which  ia 
oiUy  nineteen  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  tons. 

This  mode  of  paying  the  bounty  on  (he  tonna^ 
is  very  simple  and  sale.  The  measureujent  isal- 
readymadeand  costs  nothing;  and  as  it  was  made 
to  pay  a  duty  on  tomtage.  we  are  very  sure  that 
Government  will  not  be  cheated  by  an  over-mea- 
sure. The  mode  of  paying  the  drawback,  as  the 
law  now  stands,  is  expensive,  perplexed  and  erq- 
barrassing;  liable  to  frauds  and  delays. 

This  in(ric8(e  and  disgusting  detail  of  calcula- 
tions was  necessary  to  satisfy  the  Committee  that 
each  of  the  three  grounds  of  defence  on  which  th^ 
bill  rests,  is  tenable. 

Instead  of  impoverishing  the  nailon  by  scatter- 
ing the  treasures  of  the  i^ole  to  benent  a  part, 
it  appears  that  we  are  preserving  mine  of  trea- 
sure. In  point  of  naval  protection,  we  can  scarcely 
estimate  the  fishery  too  highly.  It  is  always  re^ 
dy.  always  equal  to  the  object;  it  is  almost  the 
only  sufficient  st^urce  of  security  by  sea.  Oui 
navigation  is  certaiiJy  a  precious  interesr  of  the 
country.  But  no  part  of  our  navigation  can  vie 
with  the  fishery  in  respect  to  the  protection  it  a£- 
fords.  There  is  no  point  whichregards  our  national 
wealth  or  natioiuJ  safety,  in  respect  to  which  it 
seems  practicable  to  do  so  much  with  so  little. 

We  rely  on  the  evidence  before  you,  that  th^ 

?ubhc  will  (kot  sustain  the  charge  of  a  dollar, 
'hose  ought  not  to  doubt  the  eiidence  who  can- 
not invalidate  it.  If  then  the  fishermen  ask  yotf 
to  restore  only  their  own  money,  will  you  deny 
them  7  Will  you  return  to  every  other  person  ex- 
porting dutied  goods  the  money  he  bas  paid,  an4 
win  you  refuse  the  poor  fisherman? 

If  there  must  be  an  instance  of  the  kind,  wiQ 
vou  single  out  for  this  oppressive  partiality,  tb^ 
branchwhichisdescribedDylhe  Secretary  of  State 
as  too  poor  even  to  bear  its  own  part  of  the  com- 
mon burden?  That  branch  which  nevertheless 
has  borne  the  neglect  of  our  nation,  and  the  pet- 
secution  of  foreign  prohibitions  and  duties.  A 
branch  which,  though  we  have  received  much 
and  expect  more,  both  of  money  and  services, 
urges  no  claims  but  such  as  common  Justice  h^ 
sanctioned. 

Mr.  Gebat  having  moved  to  strike  out  fitfi 
words  "  bounty  allowed"  in  order  to  insert  allov^ 
aace  made,  by  way  of  accommodation, 

Mr.  Mdruat  oluerved,  that  the  question  waf, 
whether  a  bounty  should  be  given  for  the  encou- 
ragem^at  of  the  fishery:  the  amendment  noposed 
by  the  gentleouut  teom  Massachusetu  put.  Q^ 
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by]  did  not  alter  the  principle — it  was  still  "  the 
old  cocked  haf*^  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other, 
^  the  cocked  old  hat  .-^'  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  Fitzsimonb]  had  asserted,  that 
(jongress  nave  a  right  to  alter  the  drawbacks,  and 
allow  them  in  any  other  mode,  by  which  the  citi- 
zens may  receive  back  their  own  money;  but  this 
is  not  a  case  of  that  nature;  for  the  bill  says,  "in 
case  the  moneys  appropriated  (Jot  the  jfaymentof 
the  duiies)  shall  be  inadequate,  the  deficiency  shall 
be  supplied  from  the  Treasury  5"  here  the  Trea- 
sury is  pledged  for  the  payment  of  the  bounties; 
and  the  question  is.  not  on  the  principle  of  chang- 
ing the  drawback,  out  the  giving  encouragement 
to  a  particular  branch,  at  the  expense  of  the  com- 
mumty  at  large. 

Mr.  Barnwell  observed,  that  those  who  are 
best  acquainted  with  the  fisheries,  look  on  the  pro- 
posed mode  of  encouragement  as  the  best;  and 
that  they  ought  to  be  allowed  to  use  the  gifts  of 
the  public  in  the  most  advantageous  manner:  that, 
if  he  were  himself  concerned  m  the  cultivation  of 
any  particular  commodity,  for  the  encouragement 
of  which  a  sum  were  minted,  he  would  be  much 
surprised  to  meet  a  retusal,  in  case  he  should  come 
forward,  and  propose  some  more  effectual  mode  of 
apply inj^  that  grant:  that  even  if  the  boimties 
should  happen  to  exceed  the  drawbacks,  by  eight 
or  ten  thousand  dollars,  the  number  of  seamen  to 
be  maintained  would  be  well  worth  that  sum :  that 
whenever  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  and  the 
President  of  the  United  States  are  of  opinion  that 
the  general  welfare  will  be  promoted  by  raising 
any  sum  of  money,  they  have  undoubted  right  to 
raise  it,  provided  tnat  the  taxes  be  uniform;  that 
although  it  may  not  at  present  be  an  object  of  ^eat 
consequence  to  America  to  become  a  maritime 
power,  yet  it  is  of  some  importance  to  have  con- 
stantly at  hand  a  nursery  of  seamen,  to  furnish 
our  merchants  with  the  means  of  transporting  their 
commodities  across  the  sea ;  that,  whatever  allow- 
)uice  or  bounty  is  granted  upon  any  particular 
commodity,  must  ever  be  paid  by  the  whole,  for 
the  advantage  of  a  part,  whether  it  be  upon  cotton 
to  the  Southward,  upon  fish  to  the  Eastward,  or 
upon  other  commodities  to  the  middle  States;  that, 
if  the  people  cannot  have  so  much  confidence  in 
their  Kepresentatives,  as  to  trust  them  with  the 
power  ofgranting  bounties,  the  Government  must 
DC  a  very  paltry  one  indeed.  The  object  of  the 
bill  was  only  to  allow  to  the  fishermen,  in  the 
manner  that  would  be  most  beneficial  to  them, 
the  same  sum,  that  would  otherwise  be  allowed. 
If,  however,  from  time  and  experience,  it  should 
appear  that  this  bounty  proved  an  imposition  on 
Government,  he  would  not  hesitate  to  revoke  it. 

Mr.  Gerry. — The  State  of  Massachusetts  asks 
nothing  more  than  equal  justice.  We  do  not  come 
forward  to  request  favors  from  the  United  States; 
we  only  wish  that  the  same  system  which  is  ap- 
plied to  other  parts  of  the  Union,  may  be  applied 
to  us.  But,  in  examining  this  question,  we  wish 
that  gentlemen  would  not  make  distinctions  which 
will  not  admit  of  a  difference. 

The  proposed  allowance  has  been  called  a  bounty 
on  occupation,  and  is  said  to  be  very  different  from 


that  encouragement,  which  is  the  incidental  result 
of  a  general  commercial  system;  but  in  reality  it 
is  no  bounty:  a  bounty  is  a  grant,  made  without 
any  consideration  whatever,  as  an  equivalent;  and 
I  have  no  idea  of  a  bounty,  which  admits  of  re- 
ceiving from  the  person,  on  whom  it  is  conferred, 
the  amount  of  what  is  granted.  We  have  impo- 
sed a  duty  on  salt,  and  thereby  draw  a  certain  sum 
of  money  from  the  fishermen:  the  drawback  is,  in 
all  instances,  the  amount  of  the  money  received ; 
this  is  aU  we  ask ;  and  we  ask  it  for  a  set  of  men 
who  are  as  well  entitled  to  the  regard  of  Govern- 
ment as  any  other  class  of  citizens. 

It  has  been  supposed,  that  the  allowance,  made 
to  the  fishermen,  will  amount  to  a  greater  sum 
than  the  drawback  on  the  exportation  of  the  fish : 
but  I  think  it  has  been  clearly  shown  that  this  will 
not  be  the  case:  on  the  contrary,  it  is  presumable, 
that  the  drawback  on  the  fish  would  on  the  whole 
exceed  the  sum  which  is  proposed  to  be  allowed 
to  the  fishermen;  sometimes  it  might  be  more, 
sometimes  less.  The  calculation  is  made  on  ge- 
neral principles;  and  it  is  impossible  to  calculate 
to  a  single  cent:  the  quantity  of  salt  to  be  expend- 
ed on  the  fish,  cannot  be  minutely  ascertained;  but 
this  was  not  heretofore  considered  as  a  sufficient 
reason  wby  Congress  should  refuse  to  allow  the 
drawback ;  they  allowed  it,  though  in  a  different 
shape.  It  is  now  proposed  to  make  a  further  com- 
mutation: gentlemen  call  this  a  bounty  on  occu- 
pation; but  is  there  any  proposition  made  for  pay- 
mg  to  the  fishermen,  or  other  persons  concerned 
in  the  fishery,  any  sums  which  we  have  not  pre- 
viously received  from  them?  If  this  were  the 
case.  It  would  indeed  be  a  bounty;  but  if  we 
beforehand  receive  from  them  as  much  as  the 
allowance  amounts  to,  there  is  no  bounty  granted 
at  all. 

If,  however,  it  really  was  a  bounty  on  occupation, 
it  would  after  aU  be  only  an  indulgence  similar  to 
what  has  been  granted  to  the  landed  and  agricul- 
tural interest.  We  have  laid  on  hemp  a  duty  of 
fifty  four  cents  per  hundred  weight;  and  on  beer, 
ale,  and  porter,  five  cents  per  gauon.  Now,  I  ask 
gentlemen,  whether  the  professed  design  of  those 
duties  was  to  raise  a  revenue,  or  to  prevent  the 
importation  of  those  articles?  they  were  laid  for 
no  other  purpose,  than  to  prevent  toreigners  from 
importing  them,  and  thereby  to  encourage  our  own 
manufactures;  and  was  not  that  encouragement  a 
bounty  to  the  persons  concerned  in  producing  such 
articles  in  this  country?  If  the  duties  had  not 
been  laid,  the  importer  could  sell  much  cheaper 
than  he  now  can;  and  the  landed  interest  would 
be  under  a  necessity  of  selling  cheaper  in  propor- 
tion. If  those  prohibitory  duties  operate  as  a 
bounty  in  favor  of  raising  nemp,  and  of  brewing 
beer,  ale,  and  porter,  I  ask,  whether,  if  a  bounty 
were  proposed  on  every  quintal  of  fish,  it  might 
not,  with  the  same  propriety,  be  grantea  ?  If  we 
have  not  a  ri^ht  to  mnt  a  bounty  in  the  one  case, 
we  have  as  little  rignt  to  grant  it  in  the  other. 

A  calculation  has  been  offered  to  show  that  the 
proposed  allowance  will  exceed  the  amount  of 
the  present  drawbacks,  by  ten  thousand  dollars^ 
a  year;  but  that  calculation  has  been  proved  ta 
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be  erroneous.  Suppose,  however,  that  this  was 
the  fact,  what  comparison  is  there  between  such  a 
tax  on  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
tax  borne  by  the  citizens  of  Massachusetts,  for  the 
defence  of  the  Western  frontier  ?  A  commercial 
war  is  waged  against  the  American  fisheries,  by 
foreign  nations,  who  lay  heavy  duties  on  the  Ame- 
rican fish,  and  apply  the  produce  of  those  duties  in 
bounties  to  their  own  fisnermen ;  and  their  fishe- 
ries being  less  extensive  than  ours,  the  duty  thus 
imposed  on  our  fish,  and  bestowed  in  bounties  to 
their  vessels,  operate  in  a  two-fold  proportion  to 
the  discouragement  of  our  fishermen,  and  the  en- 
couragement of  theirs. 

1  wish  to  know  on  what  principle  gentlemen  can 
expect,  that  the  citizens  or  Massachusetts  should 
contribute  two  hundred  thousand  doUars^or  per- 
haps a  greater  sum,  for  the  protection  of  the  Western 
frontier  against  the  Indians,  when  no  contribution 
is  made  to  support  the  commerce  of  Massachusetts, 
which,  without  this  support,  will  be  as  effectually 
ruined,  as  if  their  vessels  were  captured  by  an  ene- 
my. The  principle  is  carried  farther  witn  respect 
to  the  protection  of  the  frontier :  we  have  voted 
large  sums  as  presents  to  the  savages,  to  keep  them 
friends  to  the  Frontier  settlers:  there  is,  however, 
no  clause  in  the  Constitution  that  will  authorize 
a  measure  of  this  kind:  it  is  true,  indeed,  we  have 
a  power  to  regulate  trade  and  commerce  with  the 
Indian  tribes;  but  does  that  give  us  a  power  to 
render  the  United  States  tributary  to  the  savages? 
and  if  we  make  them  such  grants  every  year,  do 
we  not  in  fact  become  tributary  to  them? 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Giles]  says, 
that  although  this  plan  of  encouraging  the  fishe- 
ries may  be  wise  policy  in  Britain,  as  being  on  all 
sides  surrounded  by  the  sea,  yet  the  United  States 
will  not  equally  find  their  account  in  pursuing  the 
same  plan.  Tne  State  of  Vir^nia  is,  in  point  of 
exposure  from  the  sea,  very  differently  circum- 
stanced from  the  State  of  Msissachusetts:  we  have 
a  vast  extent  of  country,  four  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  of  sea  coast,  exposed :  the  citizens  of  all  the 
towns  along  the  coast  are  obliged  to  pursue  marine 
occupations ;  and  I  hope  the  gentleman  does  not 
wish  that  the  country  should  oe  depopulated,  and 
the  inhabitants  driven  off  to  settle  the  Western 
territory. 

The  State  of  Virginia  is  very  happily  circum- 
stanced with  respect  to  a  marine  war:  should  such 
an  event  take  place,  that  State  is  pretty  secure 
from  depredations;  but  when  we  consiaer  how 
ihuch  the  inhabitants  of  Massachusetts  are  exposed 
in  a  case  of  that  kind,  we  ought  to  look  forward, 
and  make  some  provision  for  their  defence:  they 
have  as  good  a  right  to  expect  that  Qovemment 
wiU  make  some  arrangements  for  their  protection, 
as  that  they  shaU  be  obliged  to  contribute  for  the 
defence  of  the  Western  frontier. 

But  their  commerce,  it  seems,  must  not  be  sup- 
ported! Taxes  however  must  be  laid:  and  those 
taxes  applied  to  encourage  the  former,  and  to  bribe 
the  Indians  into  peace !  Is  this  fair?  Is  this  pur- 
suing a  liberal  system  of  politics?  Will  this 
reconcile  the  minds  of  our  people  to  the  CJeneral 
Govemment?    If  ho  reasonable  a  proposition  be 


neglected  by  the  House^  it  will  convince  the  citi- 
zens of  that  State,  that  it  is  the  object  of  Grovem- 
ment  to  destroy  their  commerce,  and  to  make 
them  entirely  dependent  on  the  agricultural  in- 
terest. 

Here  Mr.  Gerry  read  a  statement,  to  show  the 
diminution  of  the  revenue  in  consequence  of  the 
failure  of  the  fisheries;  and  added. 

To  support  the  fishery^  is  to  support  the  reve- 
nue :  by  that  staple,  the  citizens  or  Massachusetts 
are  enabled  to  pay  the  revenue  that  is  expected 
from  them:  and,  by  an  attempt  to  save  ten  thou- 
sand dollars,  Government  will  probably  sacrifice 
a  hundred  thousand;  and  besides,  lose  the  confi- 
dence of  the  citizens  of  that  State. 

The  only  question  now  is,  whether  this  be  a 
direct  bounty,  or  simply  a  commutation  of  the 
allowance  already  mnted  by  Congress?  If  the 
latter  be  the  case,  I  can  see  no  reason  why  we 
should  refuse  our  assent  to  a  proposition,  which  is 
only  calculated  to  do  justice  to  the  people  con- 
cerned, and  to  give  encouragement  to  a  very  im- 
portant branch  in  the  United  States;  especially 
as  the  proposition  will  even  have  a  tendency  to 
increase  the  revenue. 

Mr.  Williamson. — It  has  been  urged  with  great 
propriety,  in  favor  of  the  bill  now  submitted  to 
our  consideration,  that  the  operation  of  our  laws 
should  in  all  cases  tend  to  encourage  useful  indus- 
try; that  while  we  are  ^ving  back  the  duties  on 
all  other  foreign  goods  which  are  exported,  it  would 
be  unjust  and  cruel  to  refuse  a  full  drawback  of 
the  duties  on  salt  which  may  be  exported^  espe- 
cially when  the  circumstances  of  its  exportationare 
attended  with  an  increase  of  riches  and  strength 
to  the  nation.  Impressed  as  I  am  with  the  force 
of  these  arguments,  and  desirous  as  I  am  to  protect 
and  encourage  the  native  seamen  of  America,  by 
all  prudent,  practicable,  and  constitutional  means, 
I  shall  nevertheless  find  it  my  duty  to  vote  for 
striking  out  the  first  section  of  the^biU,  because  it 
proposes  to  ffive  a  bounty  for  the  encouragement 
of  the  vessels  employed  in  the  fisheries. 

We  have  been  told  that  the  name  is  improper; 
that  it  is  simply  a  drawback  of  the  duty  upon  salt; 
and  gentlemen  have  produced  a  very  ingenious 
calciuation,  by  which  they  attempt  to  prove,  that 
in  some  years  it  may  happen  that  the  whole  duty 
on  the  ssdt  will  not  be  repaid ;  but  they  admit  that 
in  some  years  the  drawback  or  bounty  will  exceed 
the  duty.  It  is  certainly  their  opinion — and  in 
this  we  are  perfectly  agreed — that  the  money  to 
be  paid  will  oe  more  than  that  received,  else  there 
haa  been  no  use  for  so  large  an  appropriation.  We 
shall  not  trouble  the  Committee  with  calculations 
on  this  subject.  It  is  conceded,  that  the  encou- 
ragement to  be  given,  probably  will  exceed  the  full 
drawback  of  the  duty  on  salt.  In  other  words,  a 
douceur  or  a  proper  bounty  is  to  be  given :  let  us 
call  it  one  thousand  dollars  per  annum.  Is  it  within 
the  powers  of  this  Confess  to  ^rant  bounties?  I 
thinx  not;  and  on  this  smgle  position  I  would  rest 
the  argument. 

In  the  Constitution  of  this  Government  there 
are  two  or  three  remarkable  provisions,  which 
seem  to  be  in  point    It  is  provided,  that  direct 


379 


HI0TORY  OF  QONQRESa 


spa 


H..QF  R.] 


Cod  PUheries* 


[Fbbeuajit,  1792^ 


taxes  shall  be  apportioned  among  the  several 
States  accordinfi^  to  their  respective  niuxibers.  It 
is  also  provided,  that  all  duties,  imposts,  and  ex- 
cises, shall  be  uniform  througnout  the  United 
States ;  and  it  is  provided,  that  no  preference  shall 
be  given,  by  any  regulation  of  commerce  or.  reve- 
nue to  th^  ports  of  one  State  over  those  of  another. 
The  clear  and  obvious  mtention  of  the  articles 
mentioned  was,  that  Congress  might  not  have  the 
power  of  imijosing  unequal  burdens;  that  it  might 
not  l?e  in  their  power  to  gratify  one  part  of  the 
Union  by  oppressing  another.  It  appeared  possi- 
ble, and  not  very  improbable,  that  the  time  might 
come,  when,  by  greater  cohesion,  by  more  unani- 
mity, by  more  address,  the  Representatives  of  one 
part  of  the  Union  mignt  attempt  to  impose  unequal 
t^es,  or  to  relieve  their  constituents  at  the  ex- 
pense of  other  people.  To  prevent  the  possibility 
of  such  a  combination,  the  articles  that  I  have 
mentioned  were  inserted  in  the  Constitution.  Sup- 
pose a  poll-tax  should  be  attempted;  suppose  it 
should  be  enacted  that  every  poU  in  the  Eastern 
States  shall  pay  a  tax  of  half  a  dollar,  and  every 
poll  in  the  Southern  States  should  pay  a  tax  of 
one  dollar.  Do  you  think  we  should  pay  the  tax? 
No,  certainly.  We  should  plead  the  Uonstitution, 
and  tell  you  that  the  law  was  impotent  and  void. 
But  we  have  been  told,  that  Congress  may  five 
bounties  for  useful  purposes;  that  is  to  say,  tney 
m$iy  give  bounties  lor  all  imaginable  purposes; 
because  the  same  majority  that  votes  the  bounty 
'vriU  not  fail  to  call  the  pur^^se  a.gpod  one.  Es- 
titblish  the  doctrine  of  bounties,  andlet  us  see  M^hat 
QlAy  follow.  Uniform  taxes  ar^  laid  to  rais^  monpy, 
9M  that  money  is  distributed — not  uniformly ;  the 
whole  of  it  may  be  ffiven  to  the  people  in  one  end 
of  the  Union.  Could  we  say,  in  sucK  a  case,  that 
t]^  tax  had  b^en  uniform?  I  think  not.  There 
is,  certainly  a  majority  in  this  House  who  th|nk 
that  the  nation  would  be  stronger  and  more  inde- 
pendent, if  all  oui  l^bor  was  performed  by  free 
men.  This  object  mmht  be  promoted  by  a  bounty. 
Let  a  poll-tax  be  laia,  according  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, of  one  dollar  per  poll:  in  this  case,  sixty  cents 
must  be  i>aid  for  each  slave;  and  the  number  of 
sJaves  being  680,186,  their  tax  would  amount  to 

? 334,911.  To  encourage  the  la)i)Qr  of  citizens,  let 
'ongress  then  give  an  annual  bounty  of  one  dol- 
lar to  every  free  man.  who  is  a  mecluBLnic,  or  who 
labors  in  the  field.  We  might  be  told  that  the 
l^unty  was  small,  and  the  object  wa^  good;  but 
tj^e  measure  would  be  most  oppresaiye,  for  it  would 
be  a  clear  tax  of  rather  more  than  thxee  hundred 
thousand  dollars  on  the  Southern  States. 

Perhaps  the  case  I  have  put  is  too  strong^ — Con- 
gress can  never  do  a  thing  that  is  so  palpably  un- 
justT-buU  this,  sir.  is  the.  very  mark  at  which  the 
theory^  of  bounties  seems  to  ppint  The  certain 
operation  of  that  measure  is  the  oppression  of  the 
Southern  States,  by  superior  nimibers  in  the  Nor^- 
^  interest.  Tnis  was  to  be  feared  at  the  forma- 
tion of  this  Grovernment,  and  you  find  many  arti- 
cles in  the  Constitution,  besides  those  I  have 
<(uoted^  which  wete  certainly  intended,  to  guard 
19^  agauist  the  dangerous  bias  of  interest,  and  the 
gower  of  numbers.    Wl^refpje  wa^  it  provided 


that  no  duty  should  be  laid  on  exports?  Was  it 
not  to  defend  the  great  staples  of  the  Southern 
States — tobacco,  rice,  ai^d  indigo — ^from  the  opera? 
tion  of  unequal  regulations  of  commerce,  or  un- 
equal indirect  taxes,  as  another  article  had  de- 
fended us  from  unequal  direct  taxes? 

I  do  not  hazard  nvucl^  in  saying,  that  the  pre- 
sent Constitution  had  never  been  adopted  withou^t 
those  preliminary  guards  in  it.  Kstablish  the  gen- 
eral doctrine  of  l^unties,  aM  all  the  provisions  I 
have  mentioned  become  useless.  Tney  vanish 
into  air,  and  like  the  baseless  fabric  of  a  vision, 
leave  not  a  trace  behind.  The  common  defence 
and  general  welfare,  in  the  hands  of  a  good  poli- 
tician, may  supercede  every  part  of  our  Constitu- 
tion, and  leave  us  in  the  hands  of  time,  and  chancQ. 
Manufactures,  in  gener^  are  useful  to  the  nation; 
they  promote  the  public  good  and  general  wel- 
fare. How  many  of  them  are  springing  up  ia 
the  Northern  States?  Let  them  be  properly  sup- 
ported by  bounties,  and  you  will  find  no  occasion, 
for  unequal  taxes.  The  tax  may  be  equal  in  the 
beginning — it  will  be  sufficiently  unequal  in  th^ 
end. 

We  are  told,  that  a  nursery  of  seamen  may  be 
of  great  use  to  the  nation,  and  the  bounty  pror 
posed  is  a  very  small  one.  These,  sir,  are  the  rea- 
sons why  I  have  marked  this  as  a  dangerous  bill; 
the  most  dangerous  innovations  are  made  under, 
these  circumstances.  To  begin  with  a  great  bounty 
would  be  imprudent,  and  to  give  a  small  bountji 
for  a  doubtAil  purpose,  might  deserve  a  worse  epi- 
thet. Half  a  million  of  dollars  per  annum  would 
have  been  too  much  for  a  beginning,  and  perhapa 
a  bounty  on  the  use  of  sleighs,  though  they  are 
convenient  for  traveling  in  winter;  or  a  bounty 
on  stone  fences,  though  they  are  durable,  would 
not  at  this  time  be  prudent.  The  object  of  the. 
bounty,  and  the  amount  of  it,  are  equally  to  be 
disrejg^ded  in  the  present  case;  we  are  simply  to 
consBer  whether  bounties  may  safely  be  given 
under  the  present  Constitution.  For  myself  1^ 
would  rather  begin  with  a  bounty  of  one  million 
per  annum  than  one  thousand.  I  wish  thatii^y 
constituents  may  know  whether  they  are  to  piU 
any  confidence  in  that  paper  called  the  Constitu  tioh^ 

Vou  will  sufier  me  to  say,  that  the  Southern 
States  have  much  to  fear  irom  the  progress  of 
thi^  Government,  uiiless  your  strength  is  governed 
by  prudence.  The  operation  of  the  funding  sysr 
tern  has  translated  at  least  two  millions  of  dollars 
from  the  Southern  States,  that  is  to  say,  from 
Georgia,  the  Carblinas,  and  Virginia,  to  the  North- 
ern States.  The  interest  of  that  sum,  when  it 
shall  be  six  per  cenL,  will  be  $120,000;  but  the 
quota  of  those  States  is  at  least  one-third  of  the 
whole;  whence  it  follows,  that  they  uiust  p^v 
forty  thousand  dollars  every  year,  in  the  form  of 
interest  to  the  Northern  States.  This,  it  seems| 
is  npt  sufficient^  and  other  measures  are  to  be 
adopted  for  draining  the  Southern  States.  Bounr 
ties  to  promote  the  general  weUare  are  already, 
brought  forward.  We  shall  not  hear  of  a  bounty 
for  raising  rioe^  or  preparing  naval  stores.  If  tha.^ 
was  the  question,  the  general  welfare  would  not 
have  such  ||romin^|  j^tures,    Unless  tha  Soutl)r^ 


1 


3ftl 


umTQm  OF  coiimEm. 


m 


FsBPUA^Y,  1792^] 


CfK^Fuheri^ 


[nl9f^^^ 


ejra  States  aie  protected. by  the  CoDstitutioii,  their 
iraluable  staples,  and  their  visionary  wealth,  must 
Qpcasion  their  destruction.  Three  short  years  has 
this  Govenunent  existed — it  is  not  three  years — 
but  we  have  already  given  serious  alarms  to  many 
of  our  fellow-citizens.  E^stal^lish  the  doctrine  of 
bounties,  set  aside  that  part  of  the  Constitution 
which,  requines  equal  taxes  and  demands  similar 
distributions,  destroy  this  barrier,  and  it  is  not  a 
few  fishermen  that  will  ent^,  claiming  ten  or 
tffrelve  thousand  doUajTs.  but  ail  manner  of  per- 
sons— ^people  of  every  trade  and  occupation — may 
enter  at  the  breach,  until  they  have  qaten  up  the 
bread  of  our  children. 

Perhaps  I  have  viewed  this  proiect  in  too  seri- 
QOs  a  li^nt;  but  if  I  am  particiuarTy  solicitous,  on 
the.  subject  of  finance,  that  we  do  not  even  seem 
to  depart  from  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  it  is 
because  I  wish  that  the  Union  may  be  perpetual, 
l^he  several.  Sta^s  are  now  pretty  well  rdieved 
from  their  debts,  and  QUf  fellow-citizens  ia  the 
Southern  States  have  very  little  interest  in  the 
^aiional  funds ;  press  Uiem  a  little  with  unequal 
tfix^  a|id  the.  remedy  is  plain. 

While  I  w;ould  shim  bounties,  as  leading  to  dan.- 
gerou0  measures,  I  am  not  inattentive  to  every 
ipgument  that  has  beea  advanced  by  the  honora- 
bly member  who  first  rose  in  defence  of  the  bill. 
IJ'h^tgentlen^an  tells  us,  that  more  thaaa  bushel  of 
s^t  is  used  ia  curing  a  quintal  of  fish.  If  this  fact 
be  established,  the  ^rmer.act  should  be  amei^ded, 
by  ffi ving  a  greater  drawback.  He  says  th^  dra'Vfr- 
bacx,  as  it  is  now  paid  to  the  merchant,  does  not 
operate  so  as  to  encourage  the  seamen,  who  have 
most  need  of  such  assistance.  This  is  verv  proba- 
ble, ajxd  the  parties  may  be  relieved  by  oividinff 
tbe  drawback  in  the  very  manner  that  is  proposed 
bj  the  bill  If  it  is  true  that  the  proposed  boun- 
ties will  not  exceed  the  average  of  the  drawback 
that  should  be  paid  on  salt,  why  dp  they  contend 
§b9U^  names,  unless  they  are  solicitous  about  the 
precedent  ?  if  our  object  is  to  encourage  industry^ 
and  to  increase  our  commerce,  by  seiming  fish  to 
a  foreign  market,  we  must  adhere  to  the  drawback; 
ipr,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  bill,  the  bounty 
is  to  be  paid,  though  every  fish  that  is  caught 
should  be  consumed  in  the  country ;  in  which  case 
ifre  should  be  paying  a  visionary  drawback,  when 
nothing  was  exported.  According  to  the  t^rms  of 
the  bil^  there  is  no  proportion  between  the  labor 
and  the  reward,  so  far  as  the  bank  fishery  is  con- 
9IBpied^  the  bounty  in  aU  cases  being  the  same. 

Having  exercised  your  patience  in  objecting  to 
this  new  system  of  bounties,  and  having  hinted 
on  some  objections  to  the  general  operations  of  the 
l^ill,  so  far  as  industry  and  enterprise  may  be  de- 
^ed,  I  shall,  in  a  kw  words,  submit  the  outline 
<^a  plan  that  seems  to  comprehend  all  the  useful 
parts  of  the  bill,  without  any  speculation  upon 
Dounties. 

If  the  drawback  on  dried  fish  exported,  is  not 
equal  to  the  duty  on  the  salt  used  in  curing  such 
fisn,  let  the  drawback  be  increased  to  eleven  cents 
or  twelve  cents,  as  the  case  may  be.  I^et  us  sup- 
pose that  the  drawback  ipr  the  next  year  will  be 
^ual  to  the  drawback  on  the  Ifist  year^  and  let 


that  sum  of  money,  being  the  exp?ct^;  drawbapk^ 
be  divided  between  the  seamen  and  owners,  ac^ 
cording  to  the  terms  of  the  bill.  The  accounU. 
must  be  made  Up  annually.  If  the  drawback 
exceeds  the  allowance  that  had  been  made,  the 
difierence  will  be  considered  as  advanced  tp  die 
fishery,  and  the  allowance  for  the  n^xt  year  must, 
be.  somewhat  reduced,  according  to  tne  actual 
amount  of  the  drawback-  If  the  fishermen  are 
more  fortunate  or  more  active,  and  the  exporta 
are  increased,  the  allowance  for  the  next  yeajj 
must  be  raised.  The  rule  being  fixed  by  law,  aU 
that  remains,  being  pure  calculation^  may  be  done 
from  year  to  yea^  by  the  Executive.  Ev^ry  im- 
portant object  of  this  bill,  that  has  been  presented, 
to  our  view,  may  be  obtained  by  safe  and  consti- 
tutional steps,  why  should  a  man  take  a  danger- 
ous and  a  aoubtful  path,  when  a  safe  one  presents 
itself?  If  nothing  more  is  desirej  than  to  regu- 
late and  protect  the  fishery,  thcbill  mav  be  altered 
and  accommodated  to  that  purpose.  If  the  theor. 
ry  of  bounties  is  to  be  estaolisnec^  by  which  the 
Southern  States  must  suffer  while  others  gaii^ 
the  bill  informs  u^  what  we  are  to  expect. 

The  Committee  now  rose,  withput  taking  any 
question. 

MoKAAT,  Fehniary  6. 

A  member  from  Maryland,  to  wit:  John  F^an- 
cie  Mbrcbr,  returned  to  serve  in  the  room  df 
William  Pinknet,  resigned,  iq>peared,  and  toofe 
his  seat  in  the  House. 

A  petition  of  the  tanners  of  the  town  of  Newark, 
in  the  State  ef  New  Jersey,  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  stating  tne  inconveniences  they 
sufifer  from  the  erection  of  milb  for  the  pwpos^^ 
of  grincting  tanners'  bark  for  exportation,  and 
praying  tlmt  Congress  will  adopt  such  measures 
for  their  relief  as  may  appear  just  and  right.  Of* 
dered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

THE  COD  FISHERIES. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commits 
tee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  X^ 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  encourag^en)^ 
of  the  Bank  and  other  Cod-Fisheries,  and  Tor  the 
regulation  and  government  of  the  fisheriniW  ^qa,-* 
ployed  therein." 

Mr.  Goodhue. — The  gentleman  last  up  [Mr* 
WiifLiAMsoNlsays,  that  an  appropriation  on^^ooey 
being  made  by  the  biU  now  before  us,  and.  ibi^ 
Treasury  stanoing  pledged  for  the  payment,  theren 
fore  a  duect  bounty  is  granted.  At  present,  w^ 
pay  in  drawbacks  about  $45,000 ',  but  w^  cannot 
say  that  this  sum  will  be  adequate  to  the  payment 
ofthe  drawbacks  next  year ;  for,  if  a  gi^eater  quai^n 
tity  of  fish  be  taken,  a  greater  sum,  of  cours^ 
must  be  allowed ;  and,  as  the  sum  depends  entii;e-. 
ly  on  the  qu^tity  of  fish,  it  is  impossible  to  a$(Ci^* 
tain  beforenand  tne  precise  amount.  There  i^  i¥M| 
however,  in  the  whole  bilL  anything;  of  a  bounty, 
except  the  bare  naine.  The  ge^eman  allows 
that  we  may  commute  the  present  drawbacks,  and 
give  them  to  the  fisherman  instead  of  the  mer^ 
chan^  i  but  it  i»  imppssiblje  tp  do  this  iiiri^h  safety, 
in  any  other  mode  thf^l  that  pointy,  oi^  in  thj^ 
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bill.  Shall  we  leave  it  to  the  fisherman,  to  be  de- 
termined by  his  oath  ?  This  would  not  be  advi- 
sable. 

The  plan  proposed  is  a  much  less  exceptionable 
one.  It  is  founded  on  a  calculation  that  a  certain 
quantity  of  tonnage  is  employ^ed  in  taking  a  cer- 
tain quantity  of  &h.  On  this  calculation  the  al- 
lowance is  apportioned  to  the  tonnas^.  If  gentle- 
men think  the  allowance  too  high,  let  the  sum  be 
reduced ;  but  let  it  not  be  stigmatized  as  a  bounty. 
It  is  no  such  thin^.  The  word  ^  bounty"  is  an  un- 
fortunate expression,  and  I  wish  it  were  entirely 
out  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  LivERMORE. — The  bill  now  under  conside- 
ration has  two  important  objects  in  view.  The 
one  is,  to  give  encouragement  to  our  fishermen, 
and,  by  that  encouragement,  to  increase  their  num- 
bers ;  the  other  is  to  govern  those  fishermen  by 
certain  laws,  by  which  they  will  be  kept  under 
due  restraint.  Both  these  objects  are  of  gresX  im- 
portance to  such  persons  as  choose  to  employ  their 
capitals  in  the  fishery  business.  And  I  believe  it 
wul  not  be  disputed  that  the  business  itself  is  of 
considerable  importance  to  the  United  States,  in- 
somuch as  it  afiords  a  certain  proportion  of  remit- 
tance or  exportation  to  foreign  countries,  and  does 
not  impoverish  the  country,  but  enriches  it  by  the 
addition  of  so  much  wealth  drawn  from  the  sea. 

It  is  the  object  of  those  gentlemen  who  favor 
the  bill  that  the  fishermen  should  have  some  en- 
couragement, not  given  to  them  at  the  expense  of 
the  United  Staftes,  but  directed  to  them  out  of 
what  was  in  the  former  law,  called  a  drawback 
oi  the  dutv  on  salt.  The  calculation,  as  I  under- 
stand it,  nas  been  made  as  nearly  as  possible  to 
give  that  drawback,  not  to  the  merchants  who  ex- 
port the  fish,  but  to  the  fishermen  who  take  it,  in 
order  to  increase  that  description  of  men,  without 
whose  assistance  it  is  vain  to  expect  any  benefit 
from  the  fisheries ;  for.  if  the  merchants  at  present 
engaged  in  that  brancn  possessed  the  whole  capi- 
tal of  the  United  States,  yet,  if  thev  cannot  fi^et 
fishermen,  they  cannot  carry  on  the  nshery.  This 
is  done  by  a  particular  class  of  men,  who  must  be 
not  only  expert  seamen,  but  also  accustomed  to 
tsJdng  tne  fish  and  curing  it.  If  these  men  cannot 
be  had,  the  capital  cannot  be  employed,  and  those 
who  undertake  the  business  cannot  carry  it  on,  or 
reap  any  profit  from  it. 

Whilst  the  drawback  is  pajable  only  to  the  mer- 
chant who  exports  the  fish,  it  is  impossible  to  con- 
vince the  fishermen  that  they  reap  from  it  any 
advanta£;e  whatever ;  or,  if  the  more  discerning 
among  tnem  do  perceive  any  advantage  in  it,  the 
others  who  are  not  so  clear-sighted  cannot  discern 
it,  and  are  therefore  not  disposed  to  undertake  the 
business.  It  is,  however,  or  considerable  import- 
ance to  the  merchants  that  the  fisherman  should 
receive  a  proper  encounu^ement,  even  if  they  were 
obliged  to  allow  him  a  bounty  out  of  their  own 
pocEet. 

The  government  of  the  fishermen,  after  their 
engagement  in  this  business,  is  also  necessary  to 
be  provided  for ;  otherwise,  frequent  instances  may 
occur  amonff  that  class  of  men  of  quitting  one  ves- 
sel to  embark  on  board  another,  or  of  shipping 


themselves  for  a  foreign  voyage,  before  the  expi* 
ration  of  the  fishing  season.  In  the  latter  case, 
the  vessel  lies  useless  on  the  owner's  hands,  and 
he,  together  with  the  whole  expense  of  the  outfit, 
loses  sul  his  prospects  of  future  gain. 

The  two  objects  here  mentioned  are  fully  pro- 
vided for  in  the  bill.  Still,  however,  it  is  objected 
to.  But  what  is  the  objection  ?  It  is,  that  the 
word  ^  bounty"  is  twice  med  in  this  clause.  Let 
us  now  see  what  advantage  will  result  from  strik- 
ing out  this  obnoxious  ''^bounty. ^  None  at  all. 
The  bill  says  it  shall  cease ;  and  have  gentlemea 
any  objection  to  the  bounty's  ceasing  ?  Since  the 
bounty  is  to  cease  by  this  bill,  what  advantage  in 
striking  it  out?  The  sense  would  stiU  remain 
the  same ;  and  I  do  not  know  why  we  should  make 
a  law  expressly  to  strike  out  the  word  *^  bounty," 
but  to  strike  out  the  bounty  itself. 

It  is  strsm^  to  me  that  any  gentleman,  whether 
he  is  for  givmg  a  great  bounty  or  no  bounty  at  aU, 
should  quarrel  with  this  unfortunate  word.  There 
is,  indeed,  one  part  of  the  section  which  I  will 
readily  consent  to  strike  out  and  I  believe  every 
other  gentleman  who  is  in  tavor  of  the  bill  wiU 
consent  to  it  likewise ;  and  that  is  the  clause  which 
provides  that  the  bounty  to  be  allowed  and  paid 
on  every  vessel,  for  one  season,  shall  not  exceed 
one  hundred  and  seventy  dollars.  If,  when  the 
vote  is  taken  on  the  section,  there  does  not  appear 
a  majority  of  the  House  in  favor  of  striking  out 
the  whole^  we  may  then  move  for  striking  out  the 
proviso,  if  it  be  offensive  to  any  gentleman.  If  it 
be  not  offensive,  it  may  remain. 

If  gentlemen  are  oisputing  only  because  the 
word  "  bounty^  is  in  the  bill,  they  may  be  perfectly 
relieved  from  their  uneasiness  on  that  score ;  for 
the  bill  expressly  says,  "  that  the  bounty  now  al- 
lowed upon  the  exportation  of  dried  fish  of  the 
fisheries  of  the  United  States  shall  cease,  and,  in 
lieu  thereof,"  a  different  kind  of  encouragement  is 
to  be  given.  Here  is  no  reason  to  dispute  about  a 
word.  If  gentlemen  are  disposed  to  consent  to  the 
principle  oTthe  bill,  that  the  drawback  of  the  du- 
ties on  salt  shall  be  commuted  for  a  certain  sum, 
to  encourage  the  fishermen,  they  will  vote  in  favor 
of  the  bill ;  if  not,  they  will  vote  against  it.  But 
it  is  impossible  for  me  to  conceive  why  any  gen- 
tleman under  Heaven  should  be  against  it.  It  is 
only  fixing,  for  the  merchants  engaged  in  this 
branch,  a  clear  and  equitable  ratio  for  distributing 
among  the  fishermen  that  encouragement  which 
they  tnink  necessary  in  order  to  attach  those  peo- 
ple to  the  business,  and  to  prevent  them  from  going 
to  other  occupations  on  land.  The*  bill  is  an  im- 
portant one,  and  will  increase  that  branch  of  busi- 
ness, which  is  very  useful  to  the  community.  It 
does  not  lay  a  fartning  of  bounty  or  duty  on  any 
other  persons  than  those  who  are  immediately  con- 
cerned in  it.  It  will  serve  them,  and  will  not  in- 
jure anybody. 

Mr.  Laurance  said,  from  examining  the  sec- 
tion, he  conceived  it  contemplated  no  more  than 
what  the  merchant  is  entitled  to  by  existing  laws. 
The  merchant  is  now  entitled  to  the  drawback ; 
but  it  is  found  by  experience  that  the  effect  has  not 
been  to  produce  that  encouragement  to  the  fisher- 
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men  which  was  expected ;  and  he  presumed  the  way 
was  perfectly  clear  to  giye  a  new  direction  to  the 
drawback,  and  this  is  idl  that  is  aimed  at  in  the  bill. 
He  supposed  that  the  clause  had  no  necessary  con- 
nexion with  the  question  which  had  been  started 
respecting  the  right  of  the  Cbyemment  to  grant 
bounties ;  but,  since  the  question  has  been  brought 
forward,  it  may  be  proper  to  consider  it.  In  dis- 
cussing the  question,  he  inquired.  What  has  Con- 
fess abeady  done?  Have  we  not  laid  extra  du- 
ties on  yarious  articles,  expressly  for  the  purpose 
of  encouraging  yarious  branches  of  our  own  manu- 
factures 1  These  duties  are  bounties  to  all  intents 
and  purposes^  and  are  founded  on  the  idea  onljr  of 
their  conducmg  to  the  general  interest.  Similar 
objections  to  those  now  adyanced  were  not  made 
to  these  duties.  They  were  adyocated,  some  of 
them,  by  gentlemen  from  the  Southward.  He 
traced  the  effects  of  these  duties,  and  showed  that 
they  operated  fully  as  indirect  bounties. 

.  Mr.  L.  then  adyerted  particularly  to  the  Consti- 
tution, and  obseryed  that  it  contains  general  prin- 
ciples and  powers  only*  These  powers  depend  on 
|>ar(icfitor  laws  for  their  operation;  and  on  thb 
idea,  he  contended  that  the  powers  of  the  Goyem- 
ment  must,  in  yarious  circumstances^  extend  to 
the  granting  bounties.  He  instanced,  m  case  of  a 
war  with  a  foreign  Power,  will  any  gentleman  say 
that  the  General  Goyemment  has  not  a  power  to 
mnt  a  bounty  on  arms,  ammunition,  &c.,  should 
the  gjeneral  welfare  require  it  ?  The  general  wel- 
fare IS  inseparably  ccmnected  with  any  object  or 
pursuit  which  in  its  effects  adds  to  the  riches  of 
the  country.  He  conceiyed  that  the  argument  was 
giyen  up  by  eentlemen  in  opposition  to  the  bill, 
when  they  admit  of  encouragement  to  the  fisher- 
men in  any  possible  modification  of  it.  He  then 
adyerted  particularly  to  the  fisheries,  stated  the 
number  or  men  employed,  the  tons  of  shipping 
necessary  to  export  the  fish  taken,  and  inferred  the 
sound  policy  otencouraging  so  important  a  branch 
of  busioess. 

Gentlemen  say  that  we  do  not  want  a  nayy. 
Grant  it ;  but  can  they  say  that  we  shall  neyer 
haye  a  war  with  any  European  Power  ?  May 
not  the  time  arriye  when  the  protection  to  the 
commerce  of  this  country,  deriyed  from  this  source, 
may  be  of  the  utmost  necessity  to  its  existence  ? 
Adyerting  to  Mr.  Williamson's  objection  from 
the  unequal  operation  of  bounties,  and  who  had 
referred  to  the  article  of  the  Constitution  which 
says  that  taxes  shall  be  equal  in  all  the  States, 
Mr.  L.  obseryed,  that  this  article  in  the  Constitu- 
tion could  only  respect  the  rates  of  the  duties,  and 
that  the  «ame  duties  should  be  paid  in  Virginia 
that  are  paid  in  New  York— at  the  Northward  as 
at  the  Southward.  It  surely  could  not  mean  that 
eyery  indiyidual  should  pay  exactly  the  same  sum 
in  eyery  part  of  the  Union.  This  was  a  proyision 
that  no  law  could  possibly  contemplate. 

He  concluded  by  a  summary  recapitulation  of 
his  arguments^  and  saying  he  hoped  the  section 
would  be  retamed. 

Mr.  Madison. — In  the  conflict  I  feel  between  my 
disposition  on  on^hand  to  afford  eyerv  constitution- 
al encouragement  to  the  fisheries,  and  my  dislike  on 


the  other,  of  the  consequences  apprehended  from 
some  clauses  of  the  biU,  I  should  luiye  forlxmie  to 
enter  into  this  discussion,  if  I  had  not  found,  that 
oyer  and  aboye  such  arguments  as  aroear  to  be 
natural  and  pertiaent  to  the  subject,  others  haye 
been  introduced  which  are,  in  my  judgment,  ccm- 
trary  to  the  true  meaning,  and  eyen  strike  at  the 
characteristic  jNrinciples  of  the  existin«r  Constitu- 
tion. Let  me  premise,  howeyer,  to  the  remarks 
which  I  shall  briefly  offer,  on  the  doctrine  main- 
tained by  these  genUemen,  that  I  make  a  material 
distinction  in  the  present  case,  between  an  allow- 
ance as  a  mere  commutation  and  modification  of 
a  drawback,  and  an  allowance  in  the  nature  of  a 
real  and  positiye  bounty.  I  make  a  distinction 
also,  as  a  subject  of  fair  consideration  at  least,  be- 
tween a  bounty  granted  under  the  particular  terms 
in  the  Constitution,  "  a  power  to  regulate  trade,'' 
and  one  granted  under  the  indefinite  terms  which 
haye  been  cited  as  authority  on  this  occasion.  I 
think,  howeyer,  that  the  term  '^bounty,''  is  in  eyery 
point  of  yiew  improper  as  it  is  here  applied,  not 
only  because  it  may  be  offensiye  to  some^  and  in 
the  opinion  of  others  carries  a  dangerous  implicar 
tion,  but  also  because  it  does  not  express  the  true 
intention  of  the  bill,  as  ayowed  and  adyocated  by 
its  patrons  themselyes.  For  if,  in  the  allowance, 
nothing  more  is  proposed  than  a  mere  reimburse- 
ment of  the  sum  adyanced,  it  is  only  paying  a 
debt;  and  when  we  pay  a  debt,  we  ought  not  to 
claim  the  merit  of  granting  a  bounty. 
It  is  supposed  by  some  ffentlemen,  that  Con- 

Sess  haye  authority  not  only  to  grant  bounties  in 
e  sense  here  used,  merely  as  a  commutation  for 
drawbacks,  but  eyen  to  grant  them  under  a  power 
by  yirtue  of  which  they  may  do  anything  which 
they  may  think  conduciye  to  the  ^general  wel- 
fare." This,  sir,  in  my  mind,  raises  the  important 
and  fundamental  question,  whether  the  general 
terms  which  had  been  cited,  are  to  be  considered 
as  a  sort  of  caption  or  general  description  of  the 
specified  powers,  and  as  haying  no  further  mean- 
ing, and  giying  no  further  power  than  what  is 
found  in  that  specification ;  or  as  an  abstract  and 
indefinite  delegation  of  power  extending  to  all 
cases  whateyer ;  to  all  such,  at  least,  as  wiQ  admit 
the  application  of  money,  wnich  is  giyins  as  much 
latitude  as  any  Goyemment  could  well  desire. 

I,  sir,  haye  always  conceiyed — I  belieye  those 
who  proposed  the  Constitution  conceiyed,  and  it 
is  still  more  fuUy  known,  and  more  material  to 
obserye  that  those  who  ratified  the  Constitution 
conceiyed — that  thb  is  not  an  indefinite  Groyem- 
ment,  deriying  its  powers  from  the  general  terms 
prefixed  to  the  specified  powers,  but  a  limited 
Groyemment^  ti^  down  to  the  specified  powers 
which  explam  and  define  the  general  terms.  The 
gentlemen  who  contend  for  a  contrary  doctrine 
are  surely  not  aware  of  the  consequence  which 
flow  from  it,  and  which  they  must  either  admit 
or  giye  up  their  doctrine. 

It  will  follow,  in  the  first  place,  that  if  the  terms 
be  taken  in  the  broad  sense  they  maintain,  the 
particular  powers  afterwards  so  carefully  ana  dis^ 
tinctly  enumerated  would  be  without  any  mean- 
ing, and  must  go  for  nothing.    It  would  be  absurd 
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to  flay,  first,  that  Congress  nmv  do  what  they  i>lea8e, 
and  then  tnat  they  may  do  tnis  or  that  partictdar 
tfadtig;  after  givioj?  Congress  power  to  raise  money, 
-and  apply  it  to  afl  purposes  which  they  may  pro- 
noonce  necessary  to  the  general  welfare,  it  would 
he  absurd,  to  say  the  least,  to  superadd  a  power  to 
raise  armies,  to  provide  fleets,  Ac,  In  fact,  the 
igeaning  of  the  general  terms  in  question  must 
either  be  sought  in  the  subsequent  enumeration 
which  limits  and  details  them,  or  they  conyert 
the  Government  from  one  limited,  as  hitherto  sup- 
posed, to  the  enumerated  powers,  into  a  Qovem- 
ment  without  any  limits  at  all. 

It  is  to  be  recollected,  that  the  terms  "common 
defence  and  general  welfare,"  as  here  used,  are  not 
novel  terms,  first  introduced  into  this  Constitu- 
tion. They  are  terms  femiliar  in  their  construc- 
tion, and  wbU  known  to  the  people  of  America. 
They  are  repeatedly  found  in  the  old  Articles  of 
Confederation,  where,  although  they  are  suscepti- 
ve of  as  great  latitude  as  can  be  given  them  by 
the  context  here,  it  was  never  supposed  or  pre- 
tended that  they  conveyed  any  such  power  as  is 
now  assigned  to  them.  On  the  contrary,  it  was 
always  considered  as  clear  and  certain,  tnat  the 
old  Congress  was  limited  to  the  enumerated  |>ow- 
eps,and  ^t  the  enumeration  limited  and  explained 
the  general  terms.  I  ask  the  gentlemen  them- 
selves, whether  it  ever  was  supposed  or  suspected 
that  the  old  Congress  couM  give  away  the  moneys 
of  the  States  in  bounties,  to  encourage  agricul- 
ture, or  for  any  other  purpose  they  leased?  If 
such  a  power  hsid  been  possessed  by  that  body,  it 
Would  nave  been  much  less  impotent,  or  have 
iKirne  a  very  different  character  from  that  univer- 
saUy  ascribed  to  it. 

The  novel  idea  now  annexed  to  these  terms, 
land  never  before  entertained  by  the  friends  or  ene- 
mies of  the  Government  will  have  a  further  con- 
sequence, which  cannot  nave  been  taken  into  the 
View  of  the  gentlemen.  Their  construction  would 
not  only  give  Congress  the  complete  Legislative 
po\iver  I  have  stated — it  would  do  more— ^it  would 
supercede  all  the  restrictions  understood  at  present 
to  lie  on  their  jpower  with  respect  to  the  Judiciary. 
It  would  put  It  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  estab- 
li^  courts  thrOTighout  the  United  States,  with 
cognizance  of  suits  between  citizen  and  citizen, 
and  in  all  cases  whatsoever.  This,  sir,  seems  to 
be  demonstrable ;  for  if  the  clause  in  question  really 
authorizes  Confess  to  do  whatever  they  think  fit, 
provided  it  be  for  the  general  welfare,  of  wiiich 
•they  are  to  judffe,  and  money  cin  be  applied  to  it, 
Congress  must  liave  power  to  create  and  support 
A  Judiciary  Establishment,  widi  a  jurisdiction  ex- 
tettdinig  to  all  cases  favorable,  in  theiy  opinion,  to 
the  general  Welfare,  in  the  same  manner  as  they 
have  power  to  pass  laws  and  apply 'money,  pro- 
viding in  any  other  way  for  the  general  welrare. 
I  shall  be  reminded,  perhaps,  that  according  to  the 
terms  of  the  Constitution,  the  Judicial  Power  is  to 
cfxtend  to  certain  <»ses  only,  not  to  all  cases.  But 
this  circumstance  can  have  no  effect  in  the  ar^- 
ment,  it  being  presupposed  by  the  gentlemen  that 
the  specification  of  certain  objects  does  not  limit 
the  import  of  general  terms.    Taking  these  terms 


as  an  abstract  and  indefinite  grant  of  power,  tbfff 
comprise  all  the  objects  of  Legislative  regulation, 
as  well  suchasfall  un^r  the  Judickry  article  in  the 
Constitution^  as  those  fhlting  immediately  under 
the  Legislative  article;  and  if  the  partial  enume- 
raticmof  objects  in  the  Legislative  article  does 
not,  as  these  gentlemen  contend,  limit  the  general 
power,  neither  will  it  be  limited  by  the  ^tiid 
enumeration  of  objects  in  the  Judiciary  article. 

There  are  consequences,  sir,  still  more  exten- 
sive, which,  as  they  follow  clearly  from  the  doe- 
trine  combated,  must  mther  be  admitted,  or  the 
doctrine  must  be  given  up.  If  Congress  can  apply 
money  indefinitely  to  the  general  welfare,  and  are 
the  sole  imd  supreme  judges  of  the  general  w^- 
fare,  they  may  take  the  care  of  religicm  into  their 
own  hands;  they  may  establish  teachers  in  every 
State,  county,  and  parish,  and  pay  them  out  of  the 

Eublic  Treasury ;  they  may  take  into  their  own 
ands  the  education  of  children,  establishing  in 
like  manner  schools  throughout  the  Union;  mey 
may  undertake  the  rej^uktion  of  aU  roads,  other 
than  post  roads,  in  snort,  everything,  from  the 
highest  object  of  State  legislation,  down  to  the 
most  minute  object  of  police,  would  be  thrown  un- 
der the  power  of  Congress;  for  every  object  I  have 
mentioned  would  admit  the  application  of  money, 
and  might  be  called,  if  Congress  pleased,  provi- 
sions for  die  general  Wdfhre. 

The  language  h^^Id  in  various  discussions  of  this 
House,  is  a  proof  that  the  doctrine  in  question 
was  never  entertained  by  this  body.  Arguments^ 
wherever  the  subrecit  Would  permit,  have  constant- 
ly been  drawn  from  the  peculiar  nature  of  this 
Government,  as  limited  to  certain  enumerated 
powers,  mstead  of  extending,  like  other  Gk)vem- 
ments,  to  all  eases  not  particularly  excepted,  bi 
a  very  late  insmncfe— ^I  mean  the  debate  on  thn 
Representation  bill^^it  must  be  remembered,  that 
an  argument  much  urged,  particularly  by  a  gen- 
tleman fipom  MsiSsachusetts,  against  the  ratio  of 
one  for  thirty  thousand,  was,  that  this  Govern- 
ment was  unlike  the  State  Governments,  which 
had  an  indefinite  variety  of  obiects  withm  their 
power;  that  it  had  a  small  number  of  objects  only 
to  attend  to,  and  therefbre  that  a  smaller  number 
of  Representatives  woidd  be  sufficient  to  admin- 
ister it. 

Several  arguments  have  been  advanced  to  show, 
that  because,  in  the  regulation  of  trade,  indirect 
and  eventual  encouragement  is  given  to  manu- 
fhctures^  therefore  Congress  have  power  to  give 
money  m  direct  bounties,  or  to  grant  it  in  any 
other  way  that  vtOuW  answer  the  same  puifpose. 
But  surely,  iir,  there  is  a  great  and  obvious  differ- 
ence, which  it  cannot  be  nefcessary  to  enlarge  upon, 
A  duty  laid  on  imported  implements  of  husband- 
ry. Would,  in  its  operation,  be  an  indirect  tax  on 
exported  produce;  but  will  any  one  say,  that  by 
virtue  of  a  mere  power  to  lay  duties  on  imports. 
Congress  might  go  directly  to  the  poduce  or  im- 
plements of  agriculture,or  to  the  articles  exported? 
h  is  true,  duties  on  exports  are  expressly  prohib- 
ited ;  but  if  there  were  no  article  forbidding  them, 
a  power  directly  to  tax  exports  could  never  be  de- 
duced from  a  power  to  tax  imports,  although  sueh 
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a  power  might  directly  and  incidentally  afiect  ex- 
ports. 

In  short,  sir.  withoat  ^oing  farther  into  the  sub- 
ject, which  I  snould  not  have  here  touched  on  at  all 
out  for  the  reasons  already  mentioned,  I  venture  to 
declare  it  as  my  opinion,  that  were  the  power  of 
Congress  to  be  estaDlishea  in  the  latitude  contend- 
ed for,  it  would  subvert  the  very  foundation,  and 
transmute  the  very  nature  of  the  limited  Gkhrem- 
ment  established  oy  the  people  of  America;  and 
what  inferences  'might  be  drawn,  or  what  conse- 
quences ensue  from  such  a  step,  it  is  incumbent 
on  us  all  well  to  consider. 

With  respect  to  the  question  before  the  House, 
for  striking  out  the  clause,  it  is  immaterial  whether 
it  be  struck  out,  or  so  amended  as  to  rest  on  the 
avowed  principle  of  a  commutation  for  the  draw- 
back; but  as  a  clause  has  been  drawn  up  by  my 
colleague,  in  order  to  be  substituted,  I  shall  con- 
cur in  a  vote  for  striking  out,  reserving  to  myself 
a  freedom  to  be  povemea  in  my  final  vote  by  the 
modification  which  may  prevail. 

Mr.  Bourne,  of  Massachusetts — 

Mr.  Chairman:  I  think  little  can  be  added  aft^r 
so  full  a  discussion  of  the  subject  before  you.  The 
object  of  the  first  section  in  this  bill  is  intended 
for  the  relief  of  the  fishermen  and  their  o^wners. 
They  complain  that  the  law  now  in  force  VTas 
meant  fbr  their  benefit^  by  granting  a  drawback 
on  the  fish  exported;  this  they  find  by  experience 
is  not  the  case,  for  they  say,  that  neither  the  fish- 
ermen who  catch  the  fish,  nor  the  importer  of  the 
saltj  receive  the  drawback ;  and  I  ratner  suppose, 
sir,  It  is  the  case.  The  owners  of  the  greater  nart 
of  the  fishing  vessels  are  not  merchants,  neither 
do  they  import  the  salt  they  consume;  but  when 
the  fisn  they  take  are  cured  for  market,  they  are 
sold  at  the  market  price;  and  it  frequently  hap- 
pens that  those  persons  who  purchase  thie  nsh  are 
not  the  exporters  of  them,  or  the  importers  of  the 
sah,  but  a  third  i>6rs6n,  who  purchases  with  a  pros- 
pect of  selling  tnem  at  a  pront,  is  the  exporter;  and 
when  it  so  happens,  neither  the  fisherman  who 
catches  the  fish  nor  the  importer  of  the  salt,  re- 
ceive any  benefit  from  the  drawback,  unless  the 
purchaser  (the  third  person)  ffive  a  greater  price 
m  contemplation  of  the  drawback,  which  I  tnink 
is  not  to  be  supposed. 

Is  it  worthy  Uie  attention  of  Government  that 
the  cod  fishery  should  be  preserved?  It  appears 
to  me  that  it  is.  When  we  consider  the  labor  and 
assiduity  bestowed  on  this  object  by  our  Ministers, 
at  the  settlement  of  peace  l)etween  us  and  Great 
Britain,  and  the  care  ^en  taken  to  secure  this 
privilege,  as  appears  by  the  treaty — [here  Mr.  B. 
read  tnat  part  of  the  treaty  which  secures  to  us 
the  fishery,  he  then  proceeded]— and  consider  the 
strugde  made  to  deprive  us  of  this  inestimable 
branch  of  commerce,  I  cannot  suppose  that  any 
one  would,  at  this  day,  voluntarily  relinquish  it, 
and  suffer  Great  Britain  to  monopolize  thisbranch, 
and  supply  die  Mediterranean,  French,  and  other 
markets.  Great  Britain,  at  present,  enjoys  a  suffi- 
cient portion  of  this  commerce,  whil^  France  is 
confined  to  the  narrow  limits  of  St.  Peters  and 
liflBquelon.    If  we  relinquish  this  branch  of  the 


cod  fishery,  "what  is  left  us  1  Our  whale  fishery  is 
nearly  at  an  end,  and  unless  Government  speeaily 
internose,  by  grantiujgr  relief,  we  shall  totally  lose 
it.  I>oes  not  the  British  €k)vemment  wish  to  de- 
prive us  of  this  branch  also?  Have  not  letters  or 
agents  been  sent  to  the  island  of  Nantucket,  as 
well  as  New  Bedford,  where  this  branch  of  busi- 
ness is  principally  prosecuted,  inviting  the  whale 
fishermen  to  remove,  and  offering  them  permanent 
setUements  at  Milford-Haven,  at  the  expense  of 
their  Grovemment?  This  must  be  viewed  as  a 
great  encouragement,  in  addition  to  their  bounties 
on  oil,  to  a  class  of  poor  men  employed  in  that 
business.  If  the  cod  fishery  is  relinauished,  the 
fishermen  have  only  to  remove  to  the  opposite 
shore  of  Nova  Scotia,  where  they  will  find  encou- 
ragement fully  adequate  to  their  services — of  all 
which  they  are  not  unapprised.  By  encouraging 
this  class  of  men.  your  revenue  will  be  increased; 
for  in  return  for  the  fish  exported,  you  will  receive 
sugar,  cofiee,  cocoa,  indigo,  molasses,  pimento, 
cotton,  dye-woods,  rum,  wine,  salt,  fruit,  and 
other  articles  subject  to  duty,  and  consumed  in 
the  country.  And  again,  your  Treasury  will  re- 
ceive an  excess  by  the  provision  in  this  bill ;  for  I 
presume  the  greater  proportion  of  vessels  employed 
m  this  business  are  from  twenty  to  forty  tons;  the 
town  of  Marblehead,  perhaps,  has  principally  large 
dues.  Suppose,  then,  a  vessel  of  thirty  tons  ob- 
tains, in  a  season,  six  hundred  quintals  of  fish  ?  (a 
very  moderate  voyage  indeed.)  her  tonnage  is  sev- 
enty-five dollars;  the  drawback  on  exportation 
would  be  seventy-eight  dollars;  so  that  your  Trea- 
sury retains  three  dollars  gain  by  this  bill,  which 
would  be  a  loss  on  the  drawback. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  think,  upon  the  whole,  that  by 
muting  the  encouragement  to  the  fishermen  and 
meir  owners,  held  out  in  the  bill,  would  prove 
very  beneficial  to  the  United  States,  I  hope  there- 
fore, the  section  before  you  will  not  be  struck  out. 

At  thisjpoint,  the  Comniittee  rose,  and  had  leave 
to  sit  again. 


TUBSDAY,  Febmary  7. 

Orderedy  That  the  petitions  of  the  tanners  of 
the  town  of  Newark,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
which  vi^as  presenteu  yesterday,  be  referred  to  Mr. 
BoDDiNOT,  Mr,  White,  Mr.  Thatcher,  Mr. 
Bourne,  of  Rhode  Island,  and  Mr.  Nilbs  ;  that 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report 
the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  Benson,  frbm  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  for  an  apportionment  of  Repre- 
sentatives among  the  several  States,  according  to 
the  first  Enumeration,  and  making  provision  for 
another  Enumeration,  tod  apportionment  of  Re- 
presentatives thereon,  to  compose  the  House  of 
Representatives  after  the  third  day  d'March,1797; 
which  was  received  and  read  the  first  time. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing his  report  stating  the  amount  or  the  sul»crip- 
tions  to  the  loans  proposed  by  the  act  making  pro- 
vision for  the  public  debt,  as  well  in  the  debts  of 
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the  respect!  ye  States  as  in  the  domestic  debt  of 
the  United  States,  and  of  the  parts  which  remain 
unsubscribed,  together  with  such  measures  as  are, 
in  his  opinion,  expedient  to  be  taken  on  the  sub- 
ject, pursuant  to  an  order  of  this  House  of  the 
1st  01  November  last ;  which  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

THE  FISHERY  BILL. 

The  House  aeain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from 
the  Senate  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  Bank  and  other  Cod  Fisheries,  and 
for  the  regulation  and  Government  of  the  fisher- 
men employed  therein." 

Mr.  Page  said  no  man  in  this  House  was  more 
heartily  disposed  to  encourage  the  fisheries  of  the 
United  States  than  he  was;  nor  could  any  one  more 
sincerely  wish  to  encourage  the  bold,  active,  and 
enterprising  adventurers  in  that  branch  of  our  com- 
merce to  persevere  in  it, than  he  did;  being  sensible 
of  the  importance  of  their  traffic  in  peace,  and  of 
their  defence  of  their  country  and  annoyance  of 
their  enemies  in  war.  But,  sir,  (said  Mr.  P.,)  I  much 
doubt  whether  Congress  can  give  that  encourage- 
ment to  the  fisheries  to  which  they  are  entitled,  and 
which  policy  would  lead  the  General  Government 
to  give,  were  it  not  restricted  by  the  Constitution. 
I  consider,  sir,  the  Constitution  as  intended  to  re- 
medy the  defects  of  the  Confederation  to  a  certain 
degree ;  so  far  only  as  would  secure  the  independ- 
ence and  general  welfare  of  the   Confederated 
States,  without  endan^^ering  the  sovereignty  and 
independence  of  the  individual  States.    Congress, 
therefore,  was  authorized  to  pay  the  debts  of  the 
Union,  and  to  regulate  commerce,  partly  for  that 
purpose,  and  partly  to  prevent  improper  and  dan- 
gerous commercisd  combinations,  jealousies,  and 
altercations  between  the  States.    But  Congress 
was  not  intrusted  with  any  regulation  of  exports 
which  could  admit  of  an  interposition  which  might 
be  dictated  by  partiality ;  nor  was  Congress  per- 
mitted to  lay  any  tax  which  could  by  any  possi- 
bility operate  unequally  on  the  States  in  general. 
It  is  said,  indeed,  that,  if  a  drawback  be  not  allow- 
ed on  the  salt  used  in  salting  fish,  there  will  be,  in 
fact,  a  duty  on  the  exportation  or  the  fish.    But  to 
this  I  thinK  it  may  be  replied,  that  the  Constitu- 
tion guards  the  exports  of  each  State  against  the 
possibility  of  a  partial  restriction  by  Congress,  or 
even  by  tne  States  themselves ;  that  Congress  can- 
not lay  a  duty  on  the  exportation  of  rice,  indigo, 
tobacco,  ^.,  or  any  other  article  exported  from 
any  State,  because  this  might  be  done  to  the  inju- 
ry of  the  State  where  such  duty  would  operate, 
and  to  the  advantage  and  ag^ndizement  of  some 
particular  States,  its  competitors  more  favored  by 
the  General  Government,  or  possessing  more  in- 
fluence in  the  debates  of  Congress ;  and  that  the 
States  are  also  individually  restrained  from  lay- 
ing such  duties  without  the  consent  of  Congress, 
to  prevent  acts  which  might  produce  jealousies, 
commercial  combinations,  and,  perhaps,  at  length, 
civil  dissensions.    That  this  restriction,  if  it  be 
intended  to  prevent  partiality,  therefore,  cannot 


extend  to  authorize  drawbacks,  which  may  be  pro- 
ductive of  partial  preferences  and  their  consequent 
jealousies ;  that,  if  drawbacks  be  granted  at  all, 
thej  ought  to  be  universally  extended  to  every 
article  which  is  or  can  be  exported  from  any  of 
the  States,  having  in  its  composition  a  dutiable 
ingredient;  that  hence,  ships  and  other  vessels,  <S&c, 
should  have  drawbacks  on  the  sails,  cordage,  iron, 
d^;. ;  but  it  may  also  be  said  that,  as  to  the  duty 
on  salt,  that  is  amply  repaid  to  the  merchant  by 
the  price  annexed  to  his  fish :  the  sums  laid  out 
in  salt  and  fish  together  form  a  capital  on  which 
he  takes  care  to  have  a  sufficient  profit.  Those 
merchants  employed  in  this  traffic,  if  allowed  a 
drawback,  would  have  a  preference  to  other  mer- 
chants, wno  import  largely,  pay  heavy  duties,  and 
have  no  other  advantage  tnan  the  usual  advance 
on  their  goods.  The  exporter  of  any  article^  with 
a  drawback,  must  have  an  advantage  over  his  fel- 
low-citizens^ who  purchase  through  necessity  many 
dutiable  articles,  and  are  obliged  to  consume  them, 
without  any  other  benefit  than  the  use  of  them. 
I  mention  this  because  it  has  been  said  [by  Mr. 
Ames]  that,  having  made  the  men  of  Marblehead 
pay  for  salt,  they  have  a  right  to  demand  the 
money  expended  in  that  salt  on  the  exportation  of 
their  fish ;  for  it  would  be  as  reasonable  for  the 
man  who  had  ate  his  fish  on  which  his  salt  was 
expended,  or  who  had  used  any  other  article  for 
which  he  had  paid  a  duty,  to  claim  of  Congress  a 
return  of  his  money  expended  therein,  as  tne  ex- 
porter of  fish.  The  only  difierence  is,  that,  if  both 
were  paid  the  exact  sum  so  expended  by  them, 
the  exporter  of  fish  would  get  twice  paia.  The 
purchaser  or  consumer  of  his  fish  would  pay  him 
for  his  salt  therein,  as  if  it  were  substantisu  fish, 
and  the  State  for  it  as  mere  salt.  Here,  then,  is  a 
field  for  partiality,  discontent,  and  complaints, 
which  the  Constitution  wisely  guards  against. 
It  cannot,  therefore,  be  to  any  purpose  to  tell  us 
that  a  bounty,  or  allowance,  as  it  is  now  called,  is 
preferable  to  a  drawback,  as  there  is  not  so  great 
room  for  fraud  in  the  one  as  the  other ;  nor  can  it 
be  of  importance  to  show  that  the  fishermen  have 
not  the  profits  to  which  they  are  entitled.  That 
their  services  in  the  last  war  deserve  rewards,  ^.. 
their  country  shared  with  them  the  glory  of  their 
gallant  behaviour ;  but  they  alone  received  the  re- 
wards they  aimed  at.  The  twelve  hundred  ships 
they  took  was  a  compensation  for  services  and  a 
reward  for  those  exploits.  It  is  true,  they  annoy- 
ed the  enemy ;  it  is  certain  their  prizes  sometimes 
fed,  armed,  and  clothed  our  armies ;  but  it  is  not 
said  that  they  did  not  receive  payment  for  furnish- 
ing those  things. 

But  here  we  are  asked,  Is  it  not  of  great  conse- 
quence to  the  United  States  to  employ  those  bold, 
skilful  seamen  in  our  service  that  we  may  enjoy 
the  commercial  advantage  they  give  us  in  peace, 
and  their  powerful  assistance  m  war  ?  To  this  I 
reply,  that  it  ought  first  to  be  proved  that  Con- 
gress has  the  power  and  authority  to  give  them 
the  encouragement  demanded ;  and  even  if  Con- 
gress have  that  power,  it  ought  to  be  shown  that 
It  can  be  extended  to  the  benefit  of  the  sailors  of 
some  of  the  States,  and  not  to  those  of  every  State. 
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It  may  be  sdid  that  Congress  may  with  as  much 
propnety  give  bounties  to  our  hunters  in  the  West- 
em  country,  to  raise  up  a  nursery  of  soldiers  as  a 
barrier  against  the  Indians,  and  to  promote  the  fur 
trade,  as  to  fl[iye  drawbacks  and  bounties  to  the 
fishermen  of  the  Eastern  States,  with  a  view  to 
encourage  fisheries,  and  to  raise  a  nursery  of  sea- 
men for  their  defence  against  enemies  who  may 
invade  our  Eastern  frontiers.  Indeed,  if  defence 
be  the  object  in  view,  we  might  as  well  give  boun- 
ties to  sturdy  landsmen  to  be  in  readiness  and  con- 
stant training  for  war. 

Indeed,  sir^  I  confess  I  am  not  altogether  con- 
rinced  that,  if  Congress  have  this  power,  it  ought 
to  be  thus  exerted ;  because  it  is  not  clear  to  me 
that  those  fishermen  would  not  be  more  profitable 
to  the  United  States,  if  they  were  cultivating  the 
lands  which  now  lie  waste,  and  raising  families, 
which  would  be  of  ten  times  more  value  than  their 
fidieries.  A  nursery  of  virtuous  families,  which 
will  produce  soldiers,  sailors,  husbandmen,  and 
sCtftesmen,  must  be  preferable  to  a  mere  nursery 
of  sailors,  who  generally  live  single,  and  often 
perish  at  sea.  I  always  look  upon  the  loss  of  a 
crew  to  an  infant  Republic  as  the  loss  almost  of  a 
new  Stete. 

I  sneak  of  this  question,  however,  as  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  as  a  member  .of  this  House. 
Were  I  to  discuss  it  as  a  citizen  of  Massachusetts, 
and  in  their  Legislature,  I  should  say,  as  the  State 
ift  nearly  filled  with  inhabitants,  and  our  fishermen 
increase  our  commerce  in  peace,  protect  us  in  war, 
and,  indeed,  even  enrich  us  by  their  prizes,  it  is 
oor  interest  to  encourage  them  to  the  utmost,  and 
to  prevent  their  goin^  into  the  service  of  other 
countries.  I  mignt,  therefore,  as  a  member  of  the 
Legislature  of  tlmt  State,  do  all  in  my  power  to 
procure  bounties  for  them,  and  indeed  for  all  the 
sailors  belonging  to  that  State ;  but  I  should  not 
think  of  applying  to  Congress  for  their  assistance ; 
not  only  because  I  doubt  their  right  to  afibrd  it, 
but  because  I  should  look  ui>on  it  as  in  some  de- 
gree derogatory  to  the  soverei^ty  and  independ- 
ence of  me  State.  I  should  Iook  upon  such  an 
interference  of  .Congress  as  a  step  towards  swal- 
lowing up  the  powers  of  the  State  Qovemments, 
and  as  consoli&tine  the  different  States  into  one 
Gk>vemment,  whicn  the  wise  and  virtuous  in 
every  State  always  protested  against  as  dan^r- 
ons  to  their  liberties ;  the  fear  of  which  consohda- 
tion  nrevented  many  good  men  from  voting  for 
the  aooption  of  the  new  Qovemment. 

Thelramers  of  the  Constitution  guarded  so 
much  against  a  possibility  of  such  partial  prefer- 
ences as  might  be  given,  if  Congress  had  the  ri^ht 
to  sprant  them,  that,  even  to  encourage  learning 
and  useful  arts,  the  granting  of  patents  is  the  ex- 
tent of  their  power.  And  surely  nothing  could  be 
less  danf^rous  to  the  sovereignty  or  interest  of 
the  individual  States  than  me  encouragement 
which  might  be  given  to  ingenious  inventors  or 
promoters  of  valuable  inventions  in  the  arts  and 
sciences.  The  encouragement  which  the  Gene- 
ral Oovemment  might  give  to  the  fine  arts, 
to  commerce,  to  manufactures,  and  agriculture, 
might,  if  judiciously  applied,  redound  to  the  honor 
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of  Congress,  and  the  splendor,  magnificence,  and' 
real  advantage  of  the  United  States ;  but  the  wise 
framers  of  our  Constitution  saw  that,  if  Couffress 
had  the  power  of  exerting  what  has  been  called  a 
royal  munificence  for  these  purposes.  Congress 
might,  like  many  royal  benefactors,  misplace  thdr 
munincence ;  might  elevate  sycophants,  and  be  in- 
attentive to  men  unfriendly  to  the  views  of  Go- 
vernment ;  might  reward  the  ingenuity  of  the  citi- 
zens of  one  State,  and  neglect  a  much  greater 
^nius  of  another.  A  citizen  of  a  powerful  State. 
It  might  be  said,  was  attended  to,  whilst  that  ol 
one  of  less  weight  in  the  Federal  scale  was  totally 
neglected.  It  is  not  sufficient  to  remove  these  ob- 
jections, to  say,  as  some  gentlemen  have  said,  that 
Congress  is  incapable  of  partiality  or  absurdities, 
and  that  they  are  as  far  from  committing  them  as 
my  colleagues  or  myself.  I  tell  them  the  Consti- 
tution was  formed  on  a  supposition  of  human  frail- 
ty, and  to  restrain  abuses  c^  mistaken  powers. 
Tne  Constitution  has  been  said  by  some  one  to  be, 
like  answers  of  the  CHracles  of  old,  capable  of  vari- 
ous and  opposite  constructions ;  that  it  has  been 
ingeniously  contrived,  like  some  of  them,  to  suit 
two  events — ^a  Republican  or  a  Monarchical  issue. 
I  will  not  pretend  to  say  that  this  is  not,  in  some 
instances,  too  just  an  observation ;  nor  will  I  un- 
dertaJte  to  deny  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of 
some  of  the  Convention  that  such  ambiguities 
might  be  in  their  Constitution,  to  correspond  with 
the  critical  and  ambiguous  state  of  the  American 
mind  respecting  Government ;  but  I  will  boldly 
affirm,  that,  whatever  the  theories  of  that  day 
might  lead  some  to  think  respecting  the  applica- 
tion of  Mcmarchical  principles  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  no  one  can,  at  this  day,  pre- 
tend that  they  are  applicable  to  their  circumstan- 
ces, their  dispositions,  or  interests,  or  even  are 
agreoibte  to  iJie  wishes  of  the  people.  Even  be- 
fore the  adoj^tion  of  the  Constitution,  when  the 
rights  of  men  had  not  been  so  thoroughly  investi- 
gated as  they  since  have  been,  it  must  be  remem- 
bered, that  whole  States,  and  larffe  and  respectable 
minorities  in  other  States,  complained  of  and  ob- 
jected to  the  Aristocratical  and  Monarchical  fea- 
tures of  the  new  Government.  In  vain  did  the 
friends  of  the  new  Government — friends  of  order, 
of  uiiicm,  or  of  liberty — contend  that  the  powers 
granted  by  the  Constitution  which  appeared  so 
ahurminff  were  such  as  would  never  be  exerted  but 
when  aU  good  men  would  acknowledffe  the  ne- 
cessity of  exercising  them,  and  that,  indeed,  they 
would  be  explained  or  restrained  by  some  future 
amendments.  The  sagacious  and  eloquent  Henry 
shook  his  head  at  such  promises,  sighed,  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  will  of  the  majority — a  small  one, 
indeed — but  foretdd,  from  his  knowledge  of  the 
human  heart,  what  would  be  done  and  said  in  jus- 
tification of  every  measure  which  might  extend 
the  power  of  Congress. 

Is  it  p<^tic  and  wise,  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  to 
exert  the  power  contenaed  for,  even  if  it  be  au- 
thorized by  die  Constitution  ?  May  not  the  inter- 
ference of  Congress  in  the  business  of  regulating 
the  trade  of  the  Eastern  States,  excite^  if  not  envy 
on  account  of  a  supposed  partiality,  a  jealousy  lest 
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Congress  undertake  to  intermeddle  in  the  com- 
mer^sial  regulations  of  other  States'?    May  not 
Congress^  with  equal  propriety,  undertake  to  re- 
gulate the  tobacca  the  nee,  and  indigo  trade,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  nsheries  ?    If  they  intermeddle 
in  the  business  of  sailors,  why  not  in  that  of  ma- 
nafacturers  and  farmers  ?    Where,  I  may  ask  with 
my  colleague,  may  they  not  ffo  on  in  their  zeal, 
and,  I  may  aod,  in  their  laudable  pursuit,  of  pro- 
n(ioting  the  general  welfare — ^and  how  totally  may 
they  l^  mistaken  ?    If  jealousy  of  rival  States, 
instead  of  mutual  satislactioaand  pleasure*-if  dis- 
trust and  suspicion  of  Congress,  instead  of  confi- 
dence in  their  measures,  be  the  consequences-how 
will  the  Union  be  promoted,  or  the  General  Gb- 
yemment  secured  J   However  rirtuously  disposed 
the  present  members  may  be,  (and  I  am  reauy  to 
applaud  their  honest  intentions^  let  them  consider, 
sir,  that  they  had  better  suppress  their  patriotic 
emotions,  than  give  a  pretext  for  .their  successors 
to  abuse  the  powers  wnich  they  now  wish  to  ex- 
ert for  the  public  ^ood.    I  know  they  will  quote 
the  opinion  of  as  wise  and  virtuous  a  citizen  as  is 
in  the  United  States.    I  know  his  patriotism,  and 
^ow  well  his  true  Republican  principles ;  but, 
sir,  with  the  freedom  of  a  fellow-citizen^  I  take  the 
liberty  of  saying,  that  his  honest  zeal,  like  that  of 
the  friends  of  the  bill,  has  led  him  into  a  mistake.* 
That  able  statesman  and  virtuous  citizen,  like  the 
eloquent  advocates  of  the  bill,  hUs  considered  the 
acts  now  quoted  as  a  full  sanction  for  the  one  be- 
fore the  Committee.    But  I  am  of  opinion,  that 
those  acts  had  better  be  repealed  than  give  a  sanc- 
tion to  the  enacting  of  a  law  which  goes  to  the 
•establishing  of  bounties,  or  drawbacks,  or  by  what- 
-ever  other  name  they  are  called,  which  may  be  used 
to  the  partial  encouragement  of  any  branch  of 
trade  or  employment  whatsoever.    I  shall  there- 
fore vote  against  the  bill  before  us,  and,  to  get  rid 
of  it,  shall  vote  for  striking  out  of  it*  the  first  sec- 
tion, according  to  the  motion  now  before  the  Com- 
miUee.    As  a  member  of  this  House,  I  shall  think 
it  my  duty  to  protect  the  fisheries,  and  every  other 
branch  of  our  commerce,  the  fisherman  as  well  as 
every  other  citizen,  as  far  as  may  be  within  my 
ability ;  but  I  am  not  permitted,  as  a  member  of 
Congress,  I  humbly  conceive,  to  select  the  fish- 
eries and  fishermen  as  objects  of  more  consequence 
than  way  other  branches  of  trade,  or  persons  em- 
ployed in  them,  lest  Congress  should  not  only 
show  a  mistaken  attachment^  or,  even  if  judicious- 
ly placed,  excite  jealousies  and  discontents  be- 
tween the  States,  and  distrust,  destructive  of  their 
weight  and  influence.  Mv  constant  wish  has  becai 
to  see  Congress  confined  to  such  acts  as  would 
fosm  a  more  perfect  union,  promote  the  general 
welfare,  insure  domestic  tranquility,  and  engage 
the  conndence  of  our  fellow-citizens. 

My  wish  is,  that  the  members  of  Congress 
would  leave  their  respective  States  in  the  foS  en- 
joyment oi  every  right  and  privilege  they  held 
before  their  adoption  of  the  new  Constitution, 
which  can  be  exercised  without  prejudice  to  the 
General  Government.    Let  the  Legislatures  of  the 

*  Mr.  JirFusov,  Secreuiy  of  b'ute,  in  his  Report  on  the  fljh- 


diff^cent  States  encourage,  as  fisLr  as  in  their  power, 
the  commerce,  agriculture,  or  maaufhctures  of  their 
respective  States ;  and  let  Congress,  as  far  as  can 
be  consistent  with  the  most  steady  impartiality, 
patronize  their  patriotic  exertions,  b]r  wise  regit- 
lations  of  their  commerce  with  foreign  nations^ 
such  as  may  open  as  fuU  an  intercourse  with  thoee 
nations  as  the  States  may  desire*    The  emuJatioft 
of  the  sister  States  in  commerce,  manufactures,  or 
afipriculture,  would  liCad  to  the  eajly  establishment 
of  that  branch  of  either  to  which  each  State  might 
be  best  adapted.    This  rivalahip  could  produce  not 
jealousy,  no  general  national  discontent  in  the 
States,  no  localities  in  Conffress.    VirgiAiawonld 
not  attempt  to  rival  Massacnusetts  in  her  fisheries 
or  cajTying  business,  nor  will  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia  rival  the  manufitctories  of  New  Jersey  and 
Pennsylvania.    Each  State  may  rejoice  to  see  ita 
sister  States  enjoying  the  advantages  with  which 
Heaven  Imms  blessed  them ;  and  Congress,  if  contr. 
fined  to  subjects  which  admit  not  of  local  consid<- 
erations,  may  debate  with  temper  and  decide  wkk 
unbiassed  judgment.    I  confess  I  have  wished  that 
Congress  nossessed  the  power  that  the  ftiends  of^ 
the  bill  teU  us  we  do  possess,  and  tell  us  we  have* 
exerted ;  but,  on  examining  the  Constitution  with 
a  view  to  my  wish,  I  found  reason  to  think,  not 
only  that  Congress  has  not  that  power,  but  that 
it  ou^ht  not  to  possess  it,  unless  the  ConstitutioD 
was  mtended  to  establish  a  consolidated  Go  veto- . 
ment  on  the  ruin  of  the  State  Legislatures ;  but 
this,  I  conceive,  cannot  be  the  case,  because  that 
Constitution  guaranties  to  the  States  their  respect^ 
ive  Republican  Governments.    The  general  pow- 
ers of  Congress,  no  doubt,  ou^ht  to  be  (as  they 
are)  adequate  to  the  purpose  (?  forming  a  more 
perfect  union  than  subsisted  under  the  Confeduu- 
tion,  to  establish  justice,  &c. ;  but,  as  they  are^ 
bound  to  guarantee  to  the  States  their  respective 
Republican  forms  of  Cbvernment,  I  cannot  con<- 
ceive  how  any  of  these  powers  can  be  employed, 
consistently  with  the  ends  for  which  they  Wtf e 
given,  in  diminishing  the  power  and  sovereignty 
of  the  State  Legislatures.    How  Congress  can  in- 
terfere in  the  regulations  respecting  the  merchanto 
and  their  sailors  at  Marblehead  with  more  propci- 
etv  than  with  those  at  Philadelphia,  Nonolk,  or 
Charleston,  I  cannot  conceive ;  nor  how  this  in- 
terference could  take  place  without  alarming  those 
States,  I  know  not    Viewine  the  bill  before  us  in 
this  light,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  uiall  vote  ajeainst  it, 
and,  as  I  said  before,  to  get  rid  of  it,  shafi  vote  to 
strike  out  the  first  section,  according  to  the  motion 
now  before  the  Committee. 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  first  section 
was  taken,  and  negatived — 32  to  26. 


Wednesday,  February  8. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  together  withastatement  of  certain 
articles  of  expense,  which  have  occurred  in  the  De- 
partment of  Foreign  Affairs,  and  for  which  no 
provision  is  made  by  law.  {The  expense  aUaded 
to  was  incurred  for  the  reliefof  a  number  of  Ame- 
rican sailois,  impressed  in  England  to  serve  on 
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b^rd  the  Bridsfa  iwYy.]  The  Message  atid  ac- 
ooMpaxiyiiig  PapeM  were  referred  to  a  ^ect  eom^ 
ttittee,  to  examine  afnd  report. 

The  SpfiAKBR  Isid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
Apom  the  Seeretarf  of  War,  accompanyingcertain 
oomnHinicatioEis  with  the  Efzecutire  of  Virginia 
rektive  to  the  existing  temporary  defensive  pro- 
tection of  the  exposed  frontiers  of  that  State,  pur- 
suant to  the  otders  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Stotes;  which  were  read,  aoid  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Whttb,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  providing  for  the  settlement  of  the 
claims  of  persons  un£r  particular  circumstances 
barred  by  the  limitations  heretofore  established ; 
whieh  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  Bbnson,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
mferred  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury on  the  petition  of  Comfort  Sands,  and  others, 
made  a  rep(Mt ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  tabk. 

THE  GOD  FI8H£RI£& 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
cee  of  the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  sent  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  ^'  An  act  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  Bank  and  other  Cod-fisheries,  and  for 
the  regulation  and  government  of  the  fishermen 
employed  therein. 

On  a  motion  to  strike  out  the  words  "bounty 
ow  idlowed,"  and  insert  aUotpance  now  made, 
Ac. — 

Mr.  QtLEs  observed,  that  he  conceived  the  vote 
of  yesterday  against  striking  out  the  first  section, 
was  a  decision  in  favor  of  the  poHcy  of  granting- 
€k>vemmental  aid  to  the  fisheries;  the  inquiry 
of  to-day  will  be  on  what  terms  this  aid  shall  be 
granted?  He  felt  but  little  remt  at  the  decision 
cf  yesterday,  because  he  had  himself  previously 
contemplated  some  reasons,  not  unimportant,  to 
justify  that  decision,  and  others  had  been  suggest- 
ed by  several  gentlemen  in  the  course  of  the  de- 
bate. The  principles  of  this  pdicy,  he  thought, 
however;  might  be  combatted  by  reasons  of  at  least 
equal,  and  as  far  as  he  was  able  to  jud^e,  of  para- 
mount importance;  but  as  he  admitted  considera- 
ble weight  in  the  reasons  on  each  side  of  the  ques- 
tion, he  was  not  particularl)r  tenacious  of  thepre- 
fierence  which  his  own  opinion  suggested.  Wnen 
he  first  mentioned  his  doubts  respecting  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bUl,  it  was  with  diffidence,  and  tnose 
doubts  in  some  measure  arose  from  an  idea  that 
the  bill  contained  a  direct  bounty  upon  occupation; 
upon  a  more  minute  examination,  he  thought  the 
term  bounty  unnecessarily  introduced  into  the  bill, 
and  that  the  object  of  it  could  be  answered  with- 
out the  use  of  terms,  which  might  hereafter  be 
deemed  to  ctmtain  a  decision  upon  the  geneml 
principle  of  the  constitutienal  right  to  grant  boun- 
ties; It  was  to  avoid  any  thing  which  mi^t  wear 
the  appearance  of  such  a  decision,  that  induced 
him  to  make  the  present  motion. 

He  proceeded  to  remark,  that  as  great  a  diffier- 
aace  or  opimon  often  existed  respecting  the  precise 
meaniiu^  of  the  terms  used,  as  the  consequences 
which  few  from  them  after  attaining  such  preci- 


sion of  meaning;  and  it  is  of  impottance  to  ^e 
present  discussion  that  an  accurate  delfantion  of 
the  terms  used  in  the  bUh  and  those  proposed  to 
be  used,  should  be  had.  The  avowed  object  of  the 
bfll  is  not  to  increase,  but  to  transmute  the  sum, 
or  a  portion  thereof,  now  allowed  to  the  fisheries 
in  lieu  of  the  drawoack  upon  salt,  from  the  mer- 
chant who  is  now  supposed  to  receive  the  sole 
benefit,  to  the  fishermen  really  employed  in  the 
fishing  vessels.  This  is  a  mere  chimerical  project, 
but  if^it  be  admitted  that  this  is  the  object  to  be 
eflfected  by  the  bill,  the  term  bounty  is  improperly 
applied. 

A  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Ames,} 
who  rests  the  defence  of  this  bill  almost  solely 
upon  this  position,  that  those  who  receive  the  ben- 
ent  intenoed  by  it,  are  of  right  entitled  to  such 
benefit  in  consiaeration  of  a  previous  advancement 
in  value,  and  that  this  bill  contains  a  mere  permis- 
sion to  tnem  to-retain  their  own,  has  at  the  same 
time  declared,  that  he  thought  the  term  bounty 
the  most  proper  and  technical,  to  convey  this  idea. 
In  this,  tl^  gentleman  appears  to  have  deviated 
from  hb  ustud  accuracy.  A  bounty  is  the  grant- 
iuff  a  benefit  without  a  corresponctent  return  in 
value ;  a  drawback  is  the  retaking  of  something  in 
consideration  of  a  previous  advancement;  this  is 
always  founded  upon  a  consideration  previously 
received— that  is  a  grant  of  favor  at  mero  motu. 
But  the  great  characteristic  distinction  between 
bounties  and  drawbacks  as  they  esssentially  relate 
to  the  administration  of  this  Government,  consists 
in  the  Governmental  objects  to  which  tney  may 
severally  be  applied:  drawbacks  are  necessarily 
confined  to  commercial  regulations;  bounties  may 
be  extended  to  every  possible  object  of  Grovem- 
ment^and  may  pervade  the  whole  minutiae  of  po- 
lice. They  may  not  only  be  extended  to  commerce, 
but  to  learning,  agricuiture,  manufactures^  and 
even  the  saeredness  of  religion  will  be  found  too 
feeble  to  furnish  complete  protection  from  their 
influence.  The  people  of  the  United  States  have 
alwap  been  scrupulously  tenacious  of  a  constitu- 
tional security  for  the  most  fVee  and  equal  exercise 
of  this  right,  out  throu^the  medium  of  bounties, 
even  this  right  may  be  invaded,  and  the  only  se- 
curity against  such  mvasion  must  be  OovemmenUd 
dtscretion.  The  same  characteristic  distinction 
will  attend  that  species  of  bounty  which  niay  inci- 
dentally result  from  commercial  regulations;  and 
direct  bounties  upon  occupation  founded  upon  the 
broad  basis  of  discretionary  right.  The  specifica- 
tion in  the  Constitution  of  the  right  to  regulate 
commerce,  may  possibly  in  some  cases  give  rise  to 
this  indirect  species  of  bounty,  not  from  any  riffht 
in  the  Constitution  to  ffrant  bounties,  but  as  the 
necessary  result  from  me  specified  right  to  make 
commercial  regulations;  and  this  specification  can 
be  the  only  foundation  of  justification  to  this  indi- 
rect species  of  bounty,  but  there  is  no  specification 
in  the  Constitution  or  a  right  to  r^ulate  learmngy 
or  agricvlhire^/mamtfa^^  or  reHgian,  and  so  far 
as  the  sense  of  the  Constitution  can  be  collected, 
it  rather  forbids  than  authorizes  the  exercise  of 
that  right. 

Arguments  used  to  deduce  any  given  authority 
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from  the  term  general  we^arej  abstractedly  from 
the  specification  of  some  particular  authority,  are 
dangerous  in  the  extreme  to  rights  constitutionally 
reserved,  and  ought  ever  to  be  viewed  with  peat 
caution  and  suspicion.  They  serve  directly  to 
show  that  this  Giovernment  is  not  only  consolida- 
ted in  all  its  parts,  but  that  it  is  a  consolidated  Gro- 
vemment  of  unlimited  discretion ;  that  it  contains 
no  constitutional  limitation  or  restriction.  If  any 
given  authority  be  inferred  from  the  term  general 
iDetfare  in  the  abstract,  any  other  authority  is 
equallv  deducible  from  it,  because  the  term  is  ap- 
plicable to  every  possible  object  of  Government, 
and  differs  only  in  degree,  as  to  the  several  Cro- 
vernmental  objects. 

He  could  not  see  the  force  of  the  novel  and  cu- 
rious distinction  taken  by  a  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut [|Mr.HiLLH0DS£l  between  ^enerai'U7e//are 
and  particular  welfare;  for  every  particular  wel- 
fare, however  minute,  may  be  in  a  degree  for  the 
general  welfare,  and  if  the  decision  respecting  the 
existence  of  this  distinction,  have  no  omer  limita- 
tion than  Congressional  discretion,  it  is  equally 
destructive  of  all  constitutional  restraint.  Gentle- 
men who  have  advocated  this  principle  of  con- 
struction, appear  startled  at  some  cons^uences 
suggestea  to  result  from  it,  and  have  denied  that 
they  have  made  the  admission  of  such  consequen- 
ces. This  b  true,  nor  have  those  in  reply  so 
asserted,  but  they  have  taken  up  the  principles  of 
construction  furnished  by  its  advocates,  ana  made 
the  application  of  it  to  the  consequences  which 
they  tnemselves  infer;  and  if  the  principle  be  ad- 
mitted, it  is  undeniable  that  the  conclusions  drawn 
from  it  will  necessarily  follow  in  their  utmost 
latitude. 

A  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Barn- 
well] confidently  spoke  of  the  inherent  rights  of 
this  Government ;  tnis  is  a  new  source  of  autho- 
rity, and  totally  inapplicable  to  this  Giovernment. 
If  there  be  inherent  rights  in  Governments  at  all, 
they  must  belong  to  GK>vemments  growing  out  of 
a  state  of  society^  and  not  to  a  Giovemment  deriv- 
ing all  its  authorities  by  charter  from  previously 
existing  Gk)vernments,  or  the  people  of  those  Gio- 
vernments.  In  such  a  Giovemment,  the  exercise 
of  every  authority  not  contained  in  the  instrument, 
or  deducible  from  it  by  a  fair  and  candid  construc- 
tion, is  an  unjustifiable  assumption  and  usurpation. 
He  did  not  mean  to  analyze  tnis  subject  further  at 
this  time,  and  had  been  led  into  these  general  re- 
marks, because  the  impatience  of  the  Committee 
to  have  the  question  upon  striking  out  the  section, 
had  caused  him  to  refrain  fromdelivering  these 
sentiments  at  that  time. 

He  would  remark  further,  that  bounties  in  all 
countries  and  at  all  times,  have  been  the  effect  of 
favoritism;  they  have  oiQy  served  to  divert  the 
current  of  industry  from  its  natural  channel,  into 
one  less  advantageous  or  productive;  and  in  fact 
they  are  nothing  more  than  Giovernmental  ^fti 
committed  upon  the  rights  of  one  part  of  the  com- 
munity, and  an  unmerUed  Giovernmental  munifi- 
cence to  the  other.  In  this  country,  and  under  tnis 
Government,  they  present  an  aspect  peculiarly 
«r^0a4^  and  (2^/Urmied 


To  contemplate  the  subjects  upon  w^ich  boun- 
ties are  to  operate  in  the  United  States,  the  nature 
of  the  Government  to  dispense  them,  the  State 
preferences  which  now  do  and  will  forever,  more 
or  less,  continue  to  exist,  the  impossibility  of  an 
equal  operation  of  bounties  throughout  the  United 
States,  upon  any  subject  whatever,  should  be  con- 
siderea;  and  one  of  tnese  two  effects  will  necessa- 
rily follow  the  exercise  of  them;  either  the  very 
existence  of  the  Government  will  be  destroyed,  or 
its  administration  must  be  radically  changed,  it 
must  be  converted  into  the  most  complex  system 
of  tyranny  and  favoritism. 

He  observed,  that  it  is  not  unfrequent  at  this 
time  to  hear  or  an  Eastern  and  Southern  interest^ 
and  he  had  for  some  time  silently  and  indignantly 
seen,  or  thought  he  saw,  attempts  by  this  means 
to  iimuence  me  deliberations  of  this  House  upon 
almost  every  important  question.  So  far  as  he 
was  the  insulted  object  of  these  attempts,  he  felt 
that  contempt  for  their  authors,  which  appeared 
to  him  to  be  the  correspondent  tribute  to  tne  im- 

Eurity  of  their  designs;  yet  he  thought  that  this 
ad  been  the  most  formidable  and  efitectual  mini- 
sterial machine  which  had  been  yet  used  in  the 
administration  of  Government.  But  one  great 
mischief  he  apprehended  from  establishing  the 
principle  of  the  unrestrained  right  to  grant  boun- 
ties, will  be,  that  it  will  make  the  mfierence  of 
interest  between  Eastern  and  Southern,  so  far  as 
they  differ  in  their  respective  States  of  manufac- 
ture and  agriculture,  real,  which  is  now  only  ideaU 
It  will  make  that  pairty  real,  which  is  now  artifi- 
cial. The  jealousies  and  suspicions  arising  from 
partyy  will  then  have  a  substantial  foundation, 
which  now  have  no  foundation  in  fact,  but  are  in- 
geniously stimulated  by  a  few,  for  the  purpose  of 
effectinjBf  particular  objects ;  as  long  as  the  Govern- 
ment shall  be  administered  liberally  and  impar- 
tially, as  long  as  the  principle  of  reciprocal  demand 
and  supply  between  East  and  South  shall  remain 
inviolate,  so  long  there  can  exist  no  essential  dis- 
tinct interest  between  them ;  but  the  instant  boun- 
ties or  Governmental  preferences  are  granted  to 
occupation,  that  instant  is  created  a  separate  and 
distinct  interest,  not  wholly  between  Elast  and 
South,  but  between  the  manufacturer  and  the  cul- 
tivator of  the  soil.  There  will  still  exist  a  com- 
munity of  agricultural  interest  throughout  the 
United  States,  and  he  hoped  the  time  was  not  far 
distant,  when  a  common  sympathy  will  be  felt  by 
the  whole  of  that  class  of^  the  community.  For 
these  reasons,  he  hoped  the  motion  would  prevaiL 
The  bill  having  been  gone  through  with,  and 
amended,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  it  with, 
amendments  which  the  House  immediately  took 
into  consideration  and  adopted.  The  bill  was  then 
further  amended  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Thursday.  February  9. 

THE  COD  FISHERIES. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  encouraj^ement  of  the  jBank  and  other  Cod 
Fisheries,  and  tor  the  regulation  and  government 
of  the  fishermen  employed  therein,''  together  with 
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the  amendments  thereto,  was  read  the  third  time; 
and  the  question  heing  put  that  the  same  do  pass, 
it  was  resolved  in  the  aflSirmatiye — yeas  38,  nays 
21,  as  follows : 

Yba8« — Messrs.  Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Eg- 
bert Benson,  Ellas  Boudinot,  Sheaijashub  Bourne,  Ben- 
jamin Bourne,  Abraham  Clajrk,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Tho- 
mas Fitzsimons,  Elbridge  Genry,  Nicholas  Gilman, 
Benjamin  Gk>odhue,  James  Gordon,  Andrew  Greg^, 
Samuel  Griffin,  Thomas  Hartley,  James  Hillhouse,  Da- 
niel Huger,  John  W.  Kittera,  John  Laurance,  Amasa 
Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Samuel  Lirermore,  James 
Madison,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  Nathaniel 
Niles,  Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker,  Jeremiidi  Smith,  Is- 
lael  Smitii,  Wifliam  Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett,  JonaUian 
Stuzges,  Peter  Syhrester,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas 
Tredwell,  J<^  Vining,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  and  Ar- 
temas  Ward. 

Nats^ — Messrs.  John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Bald- 
win, John  Brown^  William  B.  Giles,  William  Barry 
Grove,  Daniel  Heister,  Philip  Kcnr,  Nathaniel  Maoon, 
John  Francis  Mercer,  Andrew  Moore,  William  Vans 
Murray,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Joshua  Seney,  John 
Steele,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker, 
Abraham  Venable,  Alexander  White,  Hugh  William- 
son, and  Francis  Willis. 

Resolved,  That  the  title  of  the  said  bill  be.  <^  An 
act  concerning  certain  fisheries  of  the  United 
States  and  for  the  regulation  and  government  of 
the  fisnermen  employed  therein." 

Mr.  Laurancb  presented  a  petition  from  the 
tanners  and  curriers  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
praying  relief  from  the  hardships  they  labor  under, 
m  consequence  of  the  exportation  of  tanners'  bark. 
Referred  to  a  select  committee. 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT,  Ac 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  W.  Smith  in  the  Chair,  on 
4t  bill  (received  from  the  Senate)  relative,  to  the 
election  of  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  declaring  the  oflSicer  who  shall 
act  as  President  in  case  of  vacancies  in  the  offi- 
ces both  of  President  and  Vice  President. 

The  ninth  section  was  struck  out,  in  which  the 
President  of  the  Senate  ftro  tempore  was  desig- 
nated to  act  as  President  in  case  of  vacancies  m 
both  of  the  above  mentioned  offices. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  add  a  new  section 
to  the  bill,  appointing  the  senior  Associate  Judge 
as  the  person  to  fill  the  vacancy.  A  motion  was 
made  to  amend  this  proposition,  by  substituting 
the  Secretary  of  State,  instead  of  the  senior  Asso- 
ciate Judge.  A  short  debate  ensued,  after  which, 
the  Committee  rose  without  taking  the  (question, 
reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

Friday,  February  10. 

RtBohedj  That  the  Secretarv  of  State  lay  be- 
fore the  House  copies  of  such  laws  as  have  been 
adopted  and  publisned  by  the  Gbvemor  and  Judges 
of  tne  territory  Northwest  of  the  Ohio. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  be  directed  to  furnish 
the  sitting  member,  and  the  petitioner,  James 
Jackson,  at  the  request  of  either  party,  with  copies 
«f  all  8ueh  documents,  evidences,  and  testimony. 


as  are  in  his  possession,  or  that  may  come  to  the 
hands  of  the  Speaker,  previous  to  tne  time  of  try- 
ing the  validity  of  the  election  of  a  member  to 
represent  the  lower  district  of  the  State  of  Oeot" 
gia,  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT,  &c. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  relative  to  the  election 
of  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  declaring  the  officer  who  shall  act  as 
President,  in  case  ofvacancies  in  the  offices  both 
of  President  and  Vice  President ;"  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  reported  that  the  Committee 
had  again  had  the  said  bill  under  consideration, 
and  made  several  amendments  thereto;  which 
were  read,  and  are  as  follow :  .  ^ 

Strike  out  the  ninth  section,  in  the  words  fol«> 
lowing: 

<'  And  be  it  fisrther  enacted.  That  tn  case  of  remo- 
val, deadi,  resignation,  or  inability,  both  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  the  Pre- 
sident  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore,  and  in  case  tfaeie 
shall  be  no  President  of  the  Senate,  then  die  Speaker 
c^  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the  time  beings 
shall  act  as  President  of  the  United  States,  until  tha 
disdnlity  be  removed,  or  a  President  shall  be  elected.'' 

In  lieu  of  the  said  ninth  section^  insert : 
**  And  be  it  j^urther  enacted.  That,  m  case  of  removal, 
death,  resigpnation,  or  inabili^,  both  of  the  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  the  Secretaiy 
of  State,  for  the  time  being,  shall  act  as  President  of  the 
United  States,  until  the  disability  be  removed,  or  a  Pre* 
sident  shall  be  elected.** 

Whereupon,  the  said  first  amendment  heing 
agidn  read,  and  the  question  put  to  strike  out  the 
said  ninth  section,  in  the  words  following : 

**  And  be  it  ^irther  enacted,  ThBif'mctae  of  remoyt^ 
death,  resignation,  or  inability,  both  of  the  President 
and  Vice  President  of  die  United  States,  the  President 
of  the  Senate  pro  tempore,  and  in  case  there  shall  bene 
President  of  tne  Senate,  then  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  for  the  time  being,  shall  act  as  Pie- 
sident  of  the  United  States,  until,  die  disability  be  re- 
moved. Of  a  President  shall  be  elected.*' 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  32,  nays 
22,  as  follows : 

Teas.— John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John. 
Brown,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  William  B.  Giles,  Niche* 
las  Oilman,  Andrew  Gregg,  William  Bariy  Grove,  Ia> 
rael  Jacobs,  Phitip  Key,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madi> 
SOD,  Jobn  Francis  Meroer,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick 
Augustus  Muhlenberg,  WiHiam  Vans  Munray,  Jc^m 
Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Joshua  Seney,  Jeremiah  Smith, 
John  Steele,  Samuel  Sterrett,Jonathan  Sturges,  Thomas 
Sumptor,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tredw^  Abraham 
Venable,  John  Vining,  Anthony  Wayne,  Alexander 
White,  Hugh  Williamson,  and  Francis  Willis. 

Nats^— Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son,  Elias  Boudinot,  Shearjadiub  Bourne,  Beiy.  Bouma^ 
Abraham  Clark,  Elbridge  Geny,  Benjamin  Goodhne^ 
Daniel  Heister,  James  Hillhouse,  Daniel  Huger,  Aaron 
BdtcheO,  John  W.  Kittera,  Amasa  Learned,  Samuel 
Livermore,  Nathaniel  NUes,  Cornelius  C.  Schoonmap 
ker,  William  Smith,  Peter  Syhrester,  Thomas  Tudor 
Tucker,  and  Jeraniah  Wadsworth. 
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Xhe  second  amendment  being  af;$dn  read,  and 
the  question  put  to  insert  in  lieu  ofthe  said  ninth 
^tion,  the  words  following : 

**And  be  it  Jurtier  tnaeied,  That,  in  ease  of  removal, 
death,  rengnation,  or  inal»li(y,  both  of  the  Preoident 
and  Vice  Preeident  of  the  United  Statee,  the  Secretaiy 
of  State,  for  the  time  being,  shall  act  as  President  of 
lie  United  Stales,  nntil  the  disability  be  removed,  or  a 
PjMsidMitdiall  be  elected.'' 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  House  then  poceeded  to  the  fiurther  con- 
sideration of  the  said  bill ;  made  some  progress 
therein,  and  then  adjourned. 


MoMDAT,  February  X^ 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  continue  an 
act  eodtled  ^  An  act  declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  certain  acts  of  the  States  of  Maryland, 
G^KMTgia,  and  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plan- 
tations)^  and  that  Mr.  Stcrhbtt,  Mr.  Boorkiu 
of  Rhode  Isknd,  and  Mr.  Baldwin,  be  ^e  said 
eommittee. 

The  House  resumed  the  eonstderation  of  the 
bin  tent  from  the  Senate  entitled  ^*  An  act  rela- 
tive to  the  election  of  a  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  declaring  the  officer 
who  shall  act  as  President,  in  case  of  vacancies  in 
the  offices  foodi  of  President  and  Y ice  President ;" 
WhereupoB'^ 

Beiohed^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  aWin  recommitted  to  a  Committee  of 
Ae  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

APPOBTIOI^MENT  BILL. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  an  Apportionment 
of  Representatives  among  tl\e  several  States,  ac- 
cording to  the  fiifst  Enumeration,  and  making  pro- 
vision Tor  another  EjnusaerationaAdan  Apjportion- 
m^nt  of  Representatives,  after  the  third  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  niaety- 
aeTanr--Mr.  Bmith,  of  South  Carolina,  in  the 
Ckak.    The  iali  was  read  through  by  the  C)erk. 

The  first  section  being  repeated  by  the  Chair- 
man. Mr.  Sjwst  moved  that  the  blaiik  should  be 
nUea  with  the  word  ^^  thirty,"  which  would  deter- 
mine that  the  ratio  of  representation  ehould  be 
30j00a 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Hiu.HQvaB, 
on  the  old  ground  of  its  unequal  operation. 

Mr«  Qerry  replied  to  Mr.  HiLLaousB.  He 
^ierved  that  this  apmortionment  on  the  aggregate 
Fedeffal  munbar  would  be  more  eqiaal  than  by  the 
ratio  of  33,00&;  but  this  had  been  rejected  by  the 
Senate  \  and  as  the  ratio  of  33,000  would  not  per- 
fcallycure  the  difficulty,  and  would  operate  to 
reduce  the  whole  number  of  the  Representatives, 
h»  conceived  that  no  new  light  had  neen  thrown 
on  the  subject  to  induce  the  House  to  consent  to 
sueh  diminution. 

Mr.  Mercer  entered  into  a  general  view  of  the 
aobject.  He  supported  a  large  representation,  and 
ttr|eed  its  importance,  as  it  respects  the  democrati- 
cu  part  of  the  community.    The  theory  of  Qq^, 


vemment  is  the  same,  whether  it  re^)ects  a  free 
or  a  despotic  Government ;  it  is  not  a  small  numr 
her  tiiat  can  govern  in  any  country.  Standing 
armies  supply  m  Despotic  Governments  the  place 
of  a  large  representation  in  a  Free  Grovernment. 
Still,  the  operations  of  Government,  in  both  CjUie% 
depend  on  a  large  number  of  people. 

The  ouestion  for  inserting  30,000  was  oarrie4 
in  the  affirmative— 30  to  21. 

Mr.  Mercer  then  moved  to  strike  out  ^'tha 
third  day  of  March,  1793,"  and  to  insert  "  the  first 
day  of  October,  1792"--wrefecii]|g  to  the  period 
when  the  States  shaU  be  represented  by  the  nunift 
her  arising  from  the  first  enumeration.  He  iin 
formed  the  House  that  Viisinia  had  already  maia 
provision  to  send  forward  their  sui^emeatafy 
numbers.  He  urged  the  right  of  the  States  re» 
spectively  to  fill  up  their  representation  agreeably 
to  the  enumeration,  Ac. 

Mr.  GfiSRT  supported  the  motion. 

Mr.  HiLLHOOSB  suggested  another  mode.  He 
proposed  that  the  present  Congress  should  expire 
after  the  present  session,  and  a  new  House  bo 
elected  agreeable  to  the  census,  to  meet  at  the 
time  to  i^ich  the  present  Congress  may  be  adr 
joumed.  He  urged  many  advantages  which  would 
result  from  this  plan. 

Mr.  Mercer  said,  his  idea  was,  that  the  choos* 
ing  these  additional  members  would  be  only  filling 
up  vacancies. 

Mr.  Murray  was  for  striking  out  ^  the  third 
day  of  l^rch,  1793,"  for  the  purpose  of  inserting 
an  earlier  day.  The  great  objection  is  its  incon- 
venience. It  is  said  the  members  which  now 
compose  this  House  will  have  to  continue  by  law 
another  sessiofn,  and  the  sppptemental  members 
would  have  to  continue  but  to  fill  the  intermediate 
space  of  time  from  the  election  to  the  3d  of  March. 
He  begged  gentlemen  to  give  him  leave  to  say, 
that  the  only  possible  obstacle  to  their  thinking  as 
he  did  arose  from  themselves — from  a  desire,  he 
would  not  say  how  disinterested,  to  continue  in 
power  longer  than  they  were  entitled  to  remain 
under  the  Constitution.  The  act  of  Congress 
declaratory  of  the  time  which  members  were  X^ 
continue  was  the  sole  obstacle  to  the  gratification 
of  the  people  in  one  of  their  best  rifi^hts.  This 
act,  founded  in  error,  ought  previously  to  be  re- 
pealed, and  then  no  difficulty,  either  from  the 
construction  of  the  Constitution  or  from  incon- 
venience, could  be  raised  to  the,  wish  that  the 
additional  Representatives  should  take  their  seata 
immediately  wer  the  next  general  election.  This 
act  produced  a  mischievous  and  unthought-of 
solecism  in  the  Gk)vemment.  It  separated  repre- 
sentation from  confidence,  and  violated  responsi- 
bility, which  is  the  very  soul  of  the  Government. 
The  people  could  not  but  be  astonished  that,  after 
the  l^t  fipeneml  election,  the  membess  of  Congress 
whom  they  had  not  chosen  still  continued  there 
to  hold  their  seats,  and  to  act  as  upon  their  confi* 
dence  and  trust  Surely  one  of  the  moat  obvious 
truths  in  a  Government  by  representation  is,  that 
election  shall  be  the  criterion  of  confidence,  and 
that  a  continuance  to  discharge  a  tarust  afrer  it  ia 
I  withdrawn  overturns  every  idni  of  represantationk 
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lie  wkhed  the  Committee  to  reflect  that  the  prin- 
cipal objection  to  thie  motion  was  easily  remoted, 
if  members  would  act  a  disinterested  part;  and 
that  if  it  be  admitted  that  tite  duration  of  the  pjre- 
sent  Congress  is  the  objection  to  the  admission 
of  the  siipplemental  members,  gentlemen  cannot 
hesitate  between  the  grati^ation  of  what  evi- 
dently appears  to  be  the  ri^ts  of  the  people,  uhder 
a  ihir  construction  of  the  Constitution,  and  a  de- 
daiatory  law,  which  i^  repealablcj  ana  which  is 
80  contrary  to  reason.  The  objection  is  remova- 
Ue-^e  right  is  permanent.  It  is  certainly  of 
more  consequence  to  adhere  to  the  principle  of  a 
j^st  and  numerous  representation,  and  to  adopt  an 
«u4y  day  to  gire  it  operation,  than  to  gire  the 
prihciple  the  go-by,  merdy  to  support  a  stretched 
iuration  of  our  term,  unoer  a  law  that  oversets 
Hm  most  obyious  truths  and  reasoning  on  repre- 
ventation.  As  to  the  members  from  Georgia,  if 
^e  law  giving  an  extra  term  to  the  seats  d"  mem- 
bers was  not  repealed,  he  woidd  still  vote  for 
€korgia's  having  three  members  till  the  ierm  ex- 
nired ;  but  at  all  events  he  hoped  the  motion  would 
M^reed  to. 
The  motion  was  finally  disagreed  to. 


TuBBDAT,  February  14. 

Mr.  Stbrrbtt,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Odngress 
to  a  certain  act  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  to 
continue  for  a  longer  time  "  An  act  declaring  the 
absent  of  Congress  to  certain  acts  of  the  States  of 
Maryland,  Gl^rgia,  and  Rhode  Island  and  Provi- 
dence PlsffitatioBS)''  BO  far  as  the  same  respects 
the  States  of  Georgia  and  Rhode  Island  and  Pro- 
vidence Plantations;  which  was  received,  and 
read  twice  and  committed. 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT,  dbc. 

The  House  hgain  resolved  itself  mio  a  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from 
tiie  Senate  entitled  "  An  act  relative  to  the  elec- 
tion of  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  Uni 
ted  States,  and  dedarinr  the  officer  who  shaH  act 
is  President^  in  case  or  vacancies  in  the  offices 
both  of  President  and  Vice  President.^' 

A  motioB  made  yesterday,  to  insert  a  clause 
restricting  the  number  of  Electors  to  the  number 
of  the  pTMent  Sienaite  and  House  of  RqA<eaent»* 
fives,  being  put  and  negatived^- 

Bfr.  GmnT  moved  to  insert  a  clttuse  which 
specifies  that  ^  the  Electors  shall  be  equal  to  the 
■umbor  of  S^utors  and  Represeaitatives  to  which 
ike  several  States  may  by  law  be  entitled  at  the 
thne  when  the  Presidenit  and  Vice  President  thus 
to  be  chosen  diould  come  mto  office:  Promded, 
ab^ayt,  That  whcire  no  apportionment  of  Repre* 
wtaiives  shall  hafve  been  made  after  any  enume- 
Mlion,  at  the  time  of  ehoo!8ing  Electors,  then  the 
nnnber  of  Electors  shaH  be  according  to  ^e  ez- 
iBting  apportionment  of  Senatcws  and  Represeata- 
tftws." 

This  motion,  with  very  Mttie  objection,  was 
adopted ;  its  nrqiriety  wia  appear  from  the  fbl^ 
kanag  remams  nade  by  Mr.  Mibuiat,  who  said 


he  was  in  fhvor  of  the  whdle,  both  the  proposition 
and  the  proviso :  the  first  meditates  a  more  equal 
representation  of  the  wiriies  of  the  peoj^e  of 
America  in  the  election  of  the  two  ^eat  dficeis 
of  the  State ;  the  proviso  guards  against  a  confu- 
sion which  might  take  place  without  the  provi^ 
sion.  The  present  representation  in  Congress  is 
by  no  means  e^ual ;  tne  States,  in  their  conven- 
tional  deliberation,  pnroduced  the  present  propor- 
tion of  Representatives  more  from  compronu^D 
than  authenticated  data ;  no  census  had  then  mea- 
sured to  the  puUic  the  proportions  of  population 
which  one  State  bore  to  another ;  and  Represent 
atives,  including  Senators  and  Electors  of  Preai- 
dent  and  Vice  President,  being  the  same  in  num- 
ber, and  the  scale  of  Repesentatives  being  vtah 
founded  in  facts  and  evidence,  the  inequaliM^, 
which  is  evident,  is  not  to  be  wondered  at.  This 
proposition  remedies  the  inequality  $  the  proviso 
was  not  perfbctlv  agreeable  to  his  wishes ;  but  as 
it  refers  me  number  of  Ele^brs  to  a  scale  of  renre- 
sentation  ascertained  by  an  actual  enumeraabn, 
and  at  the  same  time  will  remove  the  prdbabilitv 
of  confusion  by  making  each  State  uniform  wita 
others  as  to  the  rule  of  nzinj?  the  number  of  Elect- 
ors,- he  should  vot^  fot  it.  This  was  a  great  object 
attained.  It  is  not  a  difficult  thing  to  foresee^ 
without  jealousy  or  suspicion,  diat,  unless  dlie 
States  are  uniform  as  to  the  rule  of  appcnrtioning 
fiSlectors,  the  repose  of  the  Union  m^t  be  vio- 
lated. Should  mis  law  refbr  to  an  apportionmoit 
to  be  hereafter  made  by  Congress,  this  eveM 
might  take  place.  A  disagreement  might  ha]^>en 
between  this  House  and  the  Senate,  and,  in  the 
tumults  and  contumacy  by  which  they  might  be 
agitated  towards  each  other,  no  apportionment 
might  be  made ;  in  this  ntuation  the  Executive 
wcnild  be  kft  at  the  mercy  of  the  two  Houses,  and 
the  order  of  thin^  violently  deranged.  But  even 
if  the  people,  havi^  a  census  before  them,  though 
not  acted  on  by  Gmgfess,  were  to  make  theif 
elections  agreeably  to  wl»it  might  be  their  respect- 
ive ideas  df  the  apportionment  to  which  die  cen- 
sus apparently  entitled  them,  yet  we  are  not  cer- 
Utin  that  they  would  all  act  by  a  uniform  rule; 
and,  if  they  acted  without  such  rule,  there  nodght 
appear  before  the  tribunal  of  the  pumic  two  rre- 
sidents,  or  two  men  of  great  power  claiming  die 
Presidency  of  America.  This  would  be  an  erik 
of  great  and  alarming  size,  and  one  which  he  sa 
much  deprecated,  that  he  willingly  yielded  to  the 
proviso,  which  he  thought  would  tend  to  lessee 
the  opportunity  by  winch  designing  men  could 
effi^ct  It. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  read  the  third 
time  to-morrow. 


WEDi^fcsDAV,  February  15. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate  entided  "An act 
relative  to  the  election  of  a  President  and  Vioe 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  declaring  die 
officer  who  shall  act  as  Presioen^  in  case  at  m- 
cancies  in  the  offices  both  of  President  and  Vioi 
President,"  together  with  the  amendment  th^rtp* 
to,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed*      -^ 
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Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  ac- 
quaint the  Senate  therewith. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  An  act 
for  regulating  processes  in  the  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  providing  compensations  for  the 
<^^ers  of  the  said  courts,  and  for  jurors  and  wit- 
nesses," was  read  twice  and  committed. 

The  House  a^niin  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  an 
Apportionment  of  Repres^itatives  among  the  sev- 
eral States,  according  to  the  first  Enumeration, 
and  making  provision  for  another  Enumeration 
and  an  Apportionment  of  Representatives,  after 
•the  third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
■dred  and  ninety-seven  $  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again. 


Thursday,  February  16. 
APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

The  House  acain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  for  an  Ap- 
portionment of  Representatives  among  the  several 
States  according  to  the  first  Enumeration,  and 
mnVing  {provision  for  another  Enumeration,  and 
an  apportionment  of  Representatives  thereon,  to 
compose  the  House  of  Kepresentatives  after  the 
3d  day  of  March,  1797. 

Mr.  ViNiNo's  iNToposition  being  under  considera- 
ti<m — the  first  article  of  which  is,  that  New  Hamp- 
shire shall  be  entitled  to  five  Representatives — 

Mr.  Li  VERM  ORE  rose  in  support  of  the  general 
principle  of  the  proposition)  wnich  is  to  apportion 
the  Representatives  agreeably  to  the  aggregate 
number  of  the  people  of  the  United  States ;  he 
urged,  in  brief,  the  ar^ments  which  had  before 
been  adduced  on  the  importance  of  makine  the 
repesentation  as  equal  as  possible,  and  concmded 
with  saying  he  hoped  that  the  number  proposed 
for  New  lumpshire  ffive)  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Baldwin  saio,  that  if  New  Hamphire 
should  have  five  members,  C^rgia,  accordmf  to 
its  present  number,  which  is  about  one  half  of  that 
of  New  Hampshire,  would  be  entitled  to  three — 
but  this  is  not  proposed,  nor  do  the  members  from 
that  State  expect  it  should  be. 

Mr.  KiTTERA  observed}  that  apportioning  Re- 
presentatives to  the  State  of  Virginia,  on  the  prin- 
ciple contended  for  by  the  ffentleman  from  New 
lumpshire,  would  give  Virginia  twenty-four 
members. 

Mr.  NiLEs  supported  the  proposition.  He  urged 
that  the  fractions  would  be  diminished  on  the 
whole  by  it ;  and  though  perfect  equality  is  not 
attainable,  he  could  not  conceive  on  what  gentle- 
men founded  their  opposition  to  that  plan  which 
came  the  nearest  to  this  equality ;  and  as  the  Con- 
stitution fully  warrants  a  liberal,  though  strictly 
just  construction,  the  apportionment  now  contem- 
plated he  hoped  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Madison  repeated  the  substance  of  what 
he  had  before  offered  in  objection  to  this  proposi- 
tion. Fractions  will  exist,  said  he,  on  every  pos- 
sible plan ;  this  is  to  be  a  permanent  law,  ana  in 
its  operation  will  probably  mcrease  those  fractions. 


The  C<nistitution  refers  to  the  respective  numbon 
of  the  States,  and  not  to  any  aggregate  number. 
The  proposition  breaks  down  the  barriers  between 
the  State  and  General  €k)vemments,  and  involves 
a  consolidation. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  replied  to  Mr.  Kittera.  He 
observed,  that  if  Vir^mia  was  represented  agree- 
ably to  the  proposition  contemplated  for  New 
Hampshire,  that  is,  four  members,  Virginia  would 
be  entitled  to  only  seventeen — this  would  appear 
on  calculation. 

Mr.  Williamson  contended  that,  by  the  Con- 
stitution, whatever  ratio  was  adopted  it  is  to  be 
applied  as  a  divisor  to  the  number  of  persons  in 
each  State  respectively.  This  idea  of  an  aggre- 
gate number  looks  like  a  consolidation  of  the  Go- 
vernment; not  only  so,  but  the  supplementary 
member  proposed  for  those  States  who  had  not 
inhabitants  to  vote  for  such  supplementary  mem* 
ber,  would  not  be  elected  agreeably  to  the  Con- 
stitution. ^ 

Mr.  Senet  opposed  the  proposition.  He  ob- 
served, that  it  was  very  extraordinary^  indeed, 
that  those  persons  who,  in  the  previous  discussion, 
were  opposed  to  the  ratio  of  thirty  thousand  on 
account  of  giving  so  large  a  representation,  should 
now  advocate  this  proposition,  which  in  fact  in- 
creases the  whole  number.  He  hoped  that  it 
would  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Vinino  said  a  few  words  to  exculpate  the 
friends  of  the  proposition  from  the  charge  of  in- 
consistency. 

Mr.  Venable  stated  various  particulars  to  show 
that  the  plan  of  transferring  the  fractions  from 
one  State  to  another,  comparing  them  with  the 
general  ratio,  would  produce  greater  inequality 
than  the  plan  contended  for  by  those  who  oppose 
the  present  motion. 

Mi»  LivERM  ore  justified  himself  from  the  charge 
of  inconsistency ;  he  was  always  in  favor  of  an 
equal  representation;  with  this  ne  began,  and  with 
this  he  should  end;  and  he  was  not  solicitous 
which  way  the  vote  determined  the  matter,  pro* 
vided  the  principle  of  equality  was  adhered  to, 
and  therefore  he  should  not  regret  New  Hamp- 
shire being  restricted  to  four  members,  provided 
Virginia  ^d  only  17— which  is  the  hignest  num- 
ber she  will  be  entitled  to,  apportioning  them 
agreeably  to  four  for  New  Hampshire.  He  ob- 
served that  the  friends  of  the  proposition  might  be 
outvoted  by  numbers ;  he  wished,  if  it  could  be 
done,  that  they  might  be  outreasoned  as  well  as 
outnumbered. 

Mr.  Laurance  said,  bavins  advocated  in  a 
former  discussion  the  ratio  of  tnirty  thousand,  he 
hoped  he  should  not  be  charged  with  inconsistency 
if  he  gave  his  assent  to  the  present  proposition,  as 
he  had  explicitly  declared  that  he  advocated  tkat 
number  as  jy^ving  the  largest  representation— -and 
this  proposition  not  only  preserved  that  idea,  but 
enhanced  the  number,  and  on  more  equal  princi- 
ples. He  then  entered  into  an  examination  o£  the 
clause  in  the  Constitution  respecting  taxes  and 
Representatives,  which  it  is  expressly  declared 
shall  be  according  to  numbers.  He  reprobated  the 
idea  of  members  considering  themselves  as  Repre- 
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sentatives  merehr  of  particiilar  parts  of  the  Union. 
The  members  of  this  House  are  the  Representa- 
tires  of  America.    The  States,  as  States^  are  re- 

E resented  in  the  Senate.  A  member  of  this  House 
rom  G^eorgia  is  a  RepresentatiTe  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  as  much  as  if  he  came  from  the  latter 
State.  Conceiyin«r  the  idea  of  the  meaning  of  the 
Constitution  which  he  had  given  to  be  just,  he 
shcmld  vote  for  the  proposition. 

Mr.  FiNDLEY  said  he  should  vote  against  the 
proposition.  He  did  not  like  the  principle  of  it,  if 
It  had  any ;  he  rather  thought  it  was  destitute  of 
all  principle,  for  it  contemj^tes  no  ratio  at  all— 
it  is  rather  an  arbitrarj^  apportionment  of  the  re- 
presentation. Advertmg  to  the  article  respecting 
taxation,  he  observed  that  the  proposition  does  not 
accord  with  the  idea  of  the  gentlemen  who  advo- 
cate it,  for  still  there  will  be  fractions  left,  and  are 
not  these  fractions  to  be  taxed?  In  reply  to  Mr. 
Lauranob's  remarks  respecting  local  representa- 
tion, he  observed  that  the  gentleman's  idea  proved 
too  much ;  for,  if  the  idea  of  representing  local 
interests  is  destroyed,  the  essence  of  representa- 
tion is  done  away  altc^ther,  and  all  responsibility 
is  lost. 

Mr.  Ambs. — The  Constitution  says,  that  '^  Re- 
^  presentatives  and  direct  taxes  shall  be  appor- 
^.tioned  amonff  the  several  States,  which  may  be 
"  included  within  this  Union,  according  to  tneir 
"  respective  numbers,"  &c.  "  The  number  of  Re- 
^  presentatives  shall  not  exceed  one  for  every 
^  thirty  thousand,  but  each  State  shall  have  at 
"  least  one  Representative." 

Deductions  from  the  above — 

1st.  You  may  not  exceed  one  to  30,000. 

2d.  You  may  have  as  many  as  one  to  30,000  of 
the  whole  number  of  the  Union. 

3d.  Supposing  the  amendment  ratified,  yoii 
must  have  100  members,  if  one  to  30,000  will  give 
them. 

These  prmcii^es  were  not  disputed  till  lately. 
But  it  is  now  pretended  that  the  ratio  may  be  ap- 
plied to  each  State,  and  the  number  of  Repre- 
sentatives no  more  tnan  the  multiples  of  30,000 
in  each  State.  Some  even  go  so  far  as  to  say  that 
it  must  be  so  applied,  and  that  Congress  may  not 
have  as  many  members  as  one  to  30,000  of  the 
whole  Union. 

This  construction  seems  to  be  violent. 

1st.  The  word  Representatives,  first  used,  can 
only  meui  the  whole  number  of  Representatives, 
for  they  are  to  be  apportioned  among  the  several 
States.  The  word  is  used  in  the  same  sense  after- 
wards— '^  The  number  of  Representatives  shall  not 
«Lceed  one  to  30,000,"  agam  meaning  the  whole 
number  of  Representatives.  The  ii^wle  number 
of  Representatives  shall  not  exceed  one  to  30,000 
of  the  tohole  people.  To  avoid  Uiis  obvious  mean- 
ing they  say  it  should  read,  ^  shall  not  exceed  one 
to  30,000 1»  each  StaUJ^  These  words  are  sup- 
plied whoUy  without  authority. 

2d.  The  clause  merely  restrains  the  number  of 
Representatives  so  as  not  to  exceed  one  to  30,000. 
The  members  in  Congress  might  have  been  in- 
creased to  any  numb^,  had  not  this  restriction 
ezifted«   It  is  a  restrictive,  and  not  an  explanatory 


clause.  It  curtails^  but  cannot  be  supposed  to 
change  the  natural  import  of  the  preceding  power. 
It  is  against  the  fair  rules  of  construction  so  to 
change  it. 

3d.  The  sense  is  perfect  without  the  words  one 
to  30,000  in  each  State,  Expressum  facit  cessare 
tacitu. 

4th.  The  construction  makes  tautology.  The 
first  clause  having  directed  the  manner  of  appor- 
tioning Representatives  among  the  several  States 
according  to  their  respective  numbers,  mi^t  have 
been  wholly  omitted,  one  to  30,000  in  each  State 
bemff  a  final  apportionment. 

dtn.  Words  must  not  be  supplied  by  conttrtio 
tion  repugnant  to  words  expressed.  The  result  of 
an  apportionment  according  to  numbers,  as  first 
directed  by  the  Constitution,  differs  in  terms  from 
a  ratio  of  one  to  30.000  in  each  State.  It  differs 
in  its  operation  no  less.  The  members  in  the  next 
House  will  be  113.  Apportion  them  according  to 
numbers  among  the  several  States,  Virginia  would 
have  19—19  being  to  113,  as  630,000,  the  numbers 
of  Virginia,  to  3,619,000,  the  whole  peo^  of  the 
United  States.  But  by  the  construction  which 
supplies  the  words  in  each  State,  she  will  have  31 
members. 

6th.  The  words  one  to  30,000  are  merely  re- 
strictive of  the  number  in  Congress  from  Uie 
whole  people,  and  do  not  change  the  sense  of  the 
first  clause,  for  taxes  and  RejAresentatives  are  to 
be  apportioned  according  to  numbers.  The  con- 
struction cannot  be  extended  to  taxes  with  any 
good  sense.  Yet,  as  taxes  and  Representatives 
are  to  be  apportioned  similarly,  the  construction 
applying  to  the  one  should  apply  to  the  other. 
Yet  the  advocates  of  this  construction  say  tlmt 
taxes  shall  be  imposed  according  to  numbers,  and 
not  the  multiples  of  30,000  in  each  State.  Taking 
it  for  poved,  that  the  sense  of  the  first  clause  is 
not  cnangeo,  but  its  operation  limited  by  the 
clause  9hSll  not  exceed  one  to  30,000,  it  remams  to 
see  what  is  the  sense  of  the  first  clause  standing 
alotfe.  '^Representatives  shall  be  apportioned 
among  the  several  States  according  to  their  re- 
spective numbers."  The  Rule-of-Three  will  show 
the  number  of  members  any  State  is  entitled  to. 
Thus,  as  the  whole  number  3,619,000  is  to  the 
number  of  the  next  House  113,  so  is  the  number 
of  persons  in  a  State,  say  Virginia,  which  are 
630,000,  to  her  quota  of  members.  The  result  is 
19  members.  The  bill,  pursuing  another  rule,  ob- 
tained as  we  have  seen  oy  a  forced  construction, 
gives  that  State  21  members. 

7th.  The  amendment  to  the  Constitution  re- 
futes the  sense  of  the  constrtiction.  The  words 
are,  '^  there  shall  be  one  for  every  30.000  till  the 
number  shall  amount  to  100."  rlainly  the  whole 
number  of  the  nation  is  intended.  The  whole 
number  is  to  be  formed  by  one  for  every  30,000. 
The  words  contended  for  are  therefore  excluded, 
and  no  construction  will  avail  in  this  place  to  add 
them. 

8th.  The  ratio  of  one  to  30,^)00  in  each  State  is 
inconsistent  with  this  amendment ;  for,  according 
to  that,  3,000,000  of  persons  must  have  100  mem- 
bers in  Congress.   Had  the  numbers  by  the  census 
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fyllea  abort  of  a  snifihis  beyond  3,000,000,  suffi- 
flieat  to  cover  the  fractioDs  or  lost  numben,  this 
«mefidmeDt  to  the  Constitution  could  not  be  car- 
ried into  execution,  according  to  the  principles  of 
(he  failL  For  the  amiendment  requiring  100  mem- 
lierS)  the  munbers  being  more  than  3,000,000,  it 
would  appear  that  100  members  could  not  be  ol>- 
iained  by  applying  the  ratio  of  30.000  to  the  num- 
-bers  in  each  State^  instead  of  taking  the  entire 
ainmber  o£  the  Union.  Here,  then,  would  be  a 
constitutional  obligation  to  have  100  members  in 
Congress,  and  an  absolute  impossibility  of  haring 
them  according  to  the  principles  of  this  bill. 

lOth*  The  number  of  R^esentatives  is  limited 
not  10  exceed  one  for  30,000.  Pursue  the  letter  of 
the  Constitution,  and  avoid  all  construction,  the 
number  of  Aepresentatives  will  be  180.  Adopt 
the  construction  that  you  are  to  have  no  more 
than  one  to  30,000  will  give  you,  and  you  bring 
down  the  number  to  113. 

But  this  process,  erroneous  as  it  is,  only  fixes 
the  number — it  does  not  apportion  them.  That 
should  be  done  according  to  numbers,  and  Vir<^ 
ffinia  would  not  be  fbuna  entitled  to  21  of  113. 
According  to  the  {»rincii)le  of  the  bilL  if  it  may  be 
called  a  principle,  it  is  defective.  The  letter  and 
true  intention  of  the  Constitution  vnil  be  violated 
by  a  forced  construction,  which  fives  some  States 
more  and  others  less  than  their  due  share  of  the 
Representatives.    * 

Mr.  Page.^-I  rise  not  to  enter  into  a  debjMe  on 
the  questicm  bdbre  you,  sir,  because,  as  I  said  yes- 
terday, it  being  out  of  order,  it  did  not  admit  of 
debate.  It  is  true,  the  question  is  now  a  little 
vnried,  but  it  comes  to  the  same  thing;  for,  if  we 
vote  in  favor  of  it  we  must  vote  contrary  to  & 
S(^emn  decision  of  this  very  Committee*  What 
I  wish  to  observe,  sir,-  is  in  rejdy  to  the  member 
firom  New  Hampshire,  who  seemed  dissatisfied 
with  my  ideas  of  order;  and  to  make  one  remark 
on  what  the  member  from  fidassachusetts  [Mr. 
Ambs]  said,  as  to  truth  being  his  aim.  As  to  the 
point  of  oraer,  it  must  be  most  evident  that  it  is 
to  no  purpose  to  put  a  question  in  a  Committee 
of  the  Wnole,  if,  wh«]i  the  sense  of  the  Commit- 
tee has  been  taken,  another  quiration  may  be  pro- 
posed,  which  may  lead  to  a  decision  directly  cod- 
trarv  to  that  before  made:  but  the  gentleman  teUs 
us  that  the  Committee  were  taken  in;  that  thej 
began,  too,  at  the  wtraie  end;  but  surely,  sir,  this 
Qinnot  be  said,  for  the  blank  in  the  sixteenth  line 
was  not  filled  up  till  after  solemn  debate  f  and  it 
was  generally  understood,  that  bv  filling  it  up,  we 
shouM  fix  the  pnncq[>le  of  the  bul.  On  that  ques- 
tlen,  the  ratio  of  one  for  ^irty  thousand  was  esta- 
blished, and  applied  in  a  clause  respecting  South 
Gaiolina  in  suek  a  manner  as,  without  tnconsistp 
cney,  must  lead  the  Committee  to  fill  up  the  blanks 
now  under  consideration*  But,  sir,  if  such  de- 
bating as  b  eoBlettded  for  be  allowable,  when  oan 
tiie  business  before  us  be  finished?  How  many 
amendments  of  this  sort  may  not  be  proposed? 
k  it  not  sufficient  for  gentlemoi  to  vote  aoanist 
iJie  motion, if  ther  dislike  it,  uid  then. in  theHouse, 
whcie  they  will  We  a  right  to  be  heard,  to  pt^ 
poae  their  own  amendments?  There,  if  tkcy  can 


convince  the  House  that  the  Committee  were  m 
an  erna:,  they  may  correct  it;  but  surely,  sir,  the 
Committee  cannot  now.  without  violattn^  <»deiE^ 
and  being  chac^^  witn  a  great  inconsistency, 
agree  to  me  motion  before  you.  Truth  bmy  aim^ 
said  the  member  from  Massachusetts;  it  is  mme 
as  much  as  las:  but,  without  pretending  to  decide 
whether  his  construction  of  the  Constitution  il 
right  or  not,  I  will  Bsk  him,  how  are  we  to  arrive 
at  the  truth  we  now  aim  at?  That  is^  how  find 
the  nmnbers  to  be  inserted  in  the  blanks,  if  his 
construction  be  right?  For,  according  to  tluu  oon* 
structran,  we  must  aj^ly  the  ratio  to  the  whole 
Federal  number  of  the  United  Statas,  before  we 
can  find  the  number  of  Representatives  for  any 
one  StiUe;  and  can  this  be  done  till  South  Caro* 
lina  has  made  the  return  of  her  census?  And  if 
this  construction  be  right,  may  not  South  Caro^ 
Una,  if  it  be  the  interest  of  tlut  State  to  retain 
its  present  representation^  keep  back  that  return? 
This  construction,  then,  is  attended  with  an  insu-^ 
perable  difficulty,  and,  indeed^  I  think  with  my 
colleague,  [Mr.  MAmsoN,]  was  never  thought  <n 
till  lately  within  this  House.  Our  constituents 
put  the  construction  which  the  majority  of  the 
Committee  and  of  the  House  have  hi^erto  put  on 
the  Constituticm;  and  several  States  have  snown, 
by  their  acts,  that  their  construction  is  the  same. 

Mr.  ViNiifQ  said,  if  by  eonsoUdation  is  meant  a 
consolidation  of  interests,  he  gloried  in  the  idea; 
but  if  a  consolidation  of  States  is  intended,  he  was 
qpposed  to  such  an  idea  as  much  as  any  member 
on  the  floor.  Adverting  to  Mr.  Fihulet's  idea  of 
local  interests  being  represented,  he  contended  he 
had  given  up  the  contest;  for  if  the  gentleman  is 
sincere,  he  must  concede  that  the  proportion  now 
under  consideratimi,  more  perfectly  accorded  with 
that  idea  than  his  own.  Virginia,  represented  as 
Delaware,  would  have  but  about  ten  membearae 
are  the  local  interests,  then,  of  Delaware,  repre^ 
seated  by  one  member,  when  Virginia  is  repre- 
sented by  twenty-one? 

Mr.  MuRnAY  hoped  that  number  would  not  be 
inserted.  U^  however,  the  motion  were  carried, 
he  wished  its  friends  would,  if  consistent  with 
order,  amoid  the  prdiminary  section  of  the  billy 
by  inserting  the  principle  under  which  this  mo- 
tion is  made.  The  principle  is.  that  the  ratio  of 
thirtv  thousand  is  to  be  apjdiea  to  the  aggregate 
numoer  of  the  Continent  and  not  to  the  ag^reeate 
number  of  each  State.  He  could  not.  on  the  full<^ 
est  and  most  liberal  Reflection,  give  nis  assent  to 
such  a  prineu^;  but  observea,  that  at  all  events 
some  principle,  whatever  it  might  be,  ought  to 
show  tnat  the  vote  of  the  House  was  regulated  by 
rule,  rather  than  by  expedience.  On  a  question  89 
important  as  that  of  Representation,  the  measure 
agreed  to  ought  to  result  firom  some  established 
prinetide.  ^  the  bill  now  stands,  it  will  appear 
akogether  arbitrary;  and  rights  in  which  all  Are 
concerned,  seem  to  fibw  more  £rom  grace,  and  the 
strength  (k  a  majority,  than  a  settled  system.  It 
there  is  a  principle  in  the  biU,  it  is  to  be  disecH 
vered  merely  in  Us  provisions;  whonaa,  on  such 
a  sutigeet,  its  light,  destined  to  guide  the  imder* 
Ttindmg^  ought  to  be  steady  and  appeferenlt,  and 
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opt  gUaii^er  imlj  through  the  inUicate  wmd- 
Lsfs  of  various  provisioos.  These  ought  to  haye 
Wa  natural  conclusions,  resulting  from  the  ptm* 
cjpl^  rather  than  the  spureies  ftopi  which  it  is  to 
h(9  infeived.  It  oijigfat  to  ha?«  been  settled  as  «oob 
aa4h/e  bill  caiove  in,  and  heforea  TOte  indinatiYa  of 
it  had  been  moved.  As  the  whole  of  thk  wbjcct 
had  hoea  hithMTlo  tom^tely  aiftad,  he  would 
nafce  ^ut  one  or  two  Temarks.  The  fiamars  of 
Ihe  Oonstitatioa  could  never  have  thoufi^t  af  this 
MMde  of  applying  a  ratio.  All  the  ffuards  in  ftivor 
4ii  State  Qovemments,  show  that  the  States  were 
"^ewed  respectively  and  «everally .  The  laws  rela- 
tive to  elections  are  entirdy  and  exclusively  in 
^e  hands  of  the  States.  Had  the  Convention  in- 
tended the  af^^egate  of  the  whole,  and  not  of 
States,  should  DC  the  object  of  apportionment  by 
itttio,  they  would  have  kept  the  election  law  in 
the  hands  of  Congress;  they  would  have  empow- 
ered Confess  to  divide  the  Continent  into  dis- 
tiiats.  If  Mew  Hampshire  has  five  members  here, 
aad  her  aggregate  divided  by  thirty  thousand  woula 

e'va  her  but  four,  (which  is  the  case,)  ^e  will 
ive  an  undue  influence  on  this  floor;  ae  the  weight 
and  power  that  any  State  has  here,  ou^t  to  be 
but  equal  to  her  numbers.  It  has  been  laid  down 
as  doctrine  here,  that  every  member  represents 
the  vdiole.  He  could  not  comprehend  tne  force 
of  that  position  in  the  use  and  latitude  in  which 
it  was  applied.  He  would  not  annex  any  mean* 
log  to  theoretical  truths,  which  did  not  admit  of 
a  wholesome  practice.  A  member  here  represents 
his  constituents;  he  legislates  for  the  whole.  The 
people  whose  rights  and  interests  are  the  sul^ect 
pf .lagislaticm.  are  a  whole;  from  their  unity  of 
intet eels,  aad  from  their  union  of  Qovemment, 
laeahf  the  ceneral  dntj  of  ^ke  Representative. 
His  responsibility  to  his  own  oirole  of  eonstitii* 
ents,  is  on  his  duty  discharged  or  neglected  to  the 
ndioie;  because  the  true  good  of  the  several  parts 
consists  in  the  general  prosperity^  oi  the  whole. 
Where  a  member  represents  one  district,  he  meant 
to  give,  and  show  a  truth,  on  the  use  of  which 
alone  he  could  conceive  a  practical  operation  to 
the  principle  of  responsibility  could  be  obtained. 
Any  other  idea  of  responsibility  which  he  had 
ever  heard,  was  too  refined  for  common  use.  If 
a  member  from  one  part  of  the  Union  is  to  be  the 
Hepresentative  of  a  part  which  does  not  elect  him, 
agreeably  to  thb  fractional  doctrine,  he  cannot  be 
held  in  check  or  control  by  them:  and  the  very 
reason  that  may  make  him  hateful  to  them,  may 
initiate  him  amon^  those  from  whom  he  actu- 
ally comes.  Instead  of  cementing  confidence,  such 
a  predominance  ^ven  any  one  fiS^e,  beyond  what 
her  numbers  entitle  her  to,  will  saw  discord  and 
jealoosy.  He  had  an  amendment  ready  to  ofier, 
which  was,  to  strike  out  the  words  "within  the 
several  States,''  and  to  insert  these  words:  "agree- 
ably to  a  ratio  of  one  member  for  ev^ry  thirty 
thousand,"  He  would  vote  against  the  motion, 
and  against  the  princi|>le  on  wbxth  it  was  found- 
ed, which,  thougn  not  specified  in  the  biU,  was  ob- 
vious, and  take  the  liberty  of  moving  his  amend- 
ment if  the  motion  now  before  the  Committee 
failed,  which  he  hoped  would  be  tfaaease. 


Mr.  BouniNOT  s^d,  he  coald  have  wished  that, 
as  the  House  had  gone  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  gentleman  [Mr.  MurrayI  had  brought 
forward  a  proposition,  as  he  is  abundantly  able  ta 
do^  which  would  give  the  bill  the  consistency  ha 
wished  for.  He  then  entered  into  a  defence  ot  the 
proposition,  and  justified  its  friends  fr<nn  the  charge 
of  mconsistency.  He  had  been  in  iavor  of  forty 
thousand;  if  tliat  had  been  agreed  to,  he  should 
have  applied  it  as  it  is  now  proposed  in  respect  ta 
thirty  thousand.  He  replied  to  several  objectiooa, 
by  explaining  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  BniiaoM  moved  an  amendment  as  a  substi- 
tute for  Mr.  ViMiMo's  preposition,  expressly  afH 
portioning  the  representation  on  the  aggr^eale 
number  ot  the  people  of  the  United  States.  This 
he  moved  in  conformity  to  the  idea  of  Mr.  Mur- 
ray, who  coatended  that  there  was  no  principle 
in  the  bill. 

Mr.  ViNiNO,  on  this,  withdrew  his  proposition* 

The  debate  was  continued  on  Mr.  Benson's 
motion,  and  was  finally  negatived — 33  to  24. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again. 


f»^ 


tmm 


Friday,  February  17. 

The  Speakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
and  Memorial  from  D.  Xi.  Morell,  of  the  Island  of 
St.  Domingo,  suggesting  a  plan  for  the  civilization 
of  the  Indians ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded,  iRewZvei^ 
That  it  be  a  Standing  Order  of  this  House  that, 
whenever  confidential  communications  are  receiv- 
ed from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the 
House  shall  be  cleared  of  all  persons  except  the  ^ 
members  and  the  Clerk,  and  so  continue  during  ' 
the  reading  of  such  communicatioDs.  and  during 
all  debates  and  proceedings  to  be  had  thereon.  And 
that,  when  the  Speaker,  or  any  other  meml)er, 
shall  inform  the  House  that  he  has  oentmmaica- 
tions  to  make,  which  he  ooaceives  ought  to  be 
kept  secret,  the  House  shall,  in  like  manner,  be 
cleared  till  the  communication  be  made;  the  House 
shall  then  determine  whedier  the  matter  eommth 
nicated  lequiires  secrecy  or  not,  and  take  order  ac* 
cordingly. 

APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

The  House  acain  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit^ 
tee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  an  Appor- 
tionment of  fiepresentatives  among  the  several 
States  according  to  the  fix$t  Enumemtion ;  and 
i^flyiiy  provision  for  another  Enumeration,  and 
9fk  Ajq^tionment  of  Representatives  thereon,  t# 
oompoee  the  House  of  Representatively  after  th^ 

tUM  day  of  Maieh,  one  thousand  ^^^^  ^^'^'^^ 
and  ninety-seven;  and  after  some  time  spent  thera^ 
in,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  progress  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


^•m 


Friday,  February  20. 
A  memorial  and  petition  of  sundry  merchants 
of  the  State  cf  Nordi  Garolins^  engaged  in  comr 
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merce,  previous  to  the  late  Revolution,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  statins  the  peculiar 
hardships  under  which  they  labor,  trom  the  two- 
fold causes  of  the  operation  of  the  fourth  article 
of  the  Definitive  Treaty  of  Peace,  and  so  much 
of  the  act  of  Congress  for  funding  the  public 
debt,  as  redeems  the  old  ContinenUd  money,  at 
the  rate  of  one  hundred  dollars  thereof,  for  one 
dollar  spjecie;  the  former  requiring  them  to  pay 
their  British  debts  in  sterling  money,  with  full 
interest  to  the  present  time,  and  the  latter  depriv- 
ing them  of  all  hope  of  indemnity,  from  the  effects 
of  depreciation  and  tender  laws,  to  which  they 
were  exposed'during  the  war,  and  praying  relief. 
Referrea  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

The  House  a^ain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  an  Ap- 
portionment of  Representatives  among  the  several 
States,  according  to  the  first  Enumeration,  and 
making  provision  for  another  Enumeration,  and 
an  Apportionment  of  Representatives,  after  the 
third  day  of  March,  one  tnousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-fleven." 

Mr.  Seney  moved  that  the  third  and  fourth  sec- 
tions, which  provide  for  an  apportionment  of  the 
representation  on  the  Second  Census,  dbc.  shoidd 
be  struck  out.  This  motion  occasioned  some  de- 
bate, and  was  disagreed  to. 

Tne  blank  for  the  ratio  of  representation  on  the 
Second  Census,  was  filled  with  "thirty  thousand." 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  House  with 
the  amendments.  These  were  taken  into  conside- 
ration, and  severally  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Dayton  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  se- 
cond section,  which  provides  for  a  second  enume- 
ration in  five  years ;  and  called  the  yeas  and  nays  \ 
which  were  taken,  and  stood  as  follow : 

Tbas^ — ^Robert  ^unwell,  Elias  Boudtnot,  Shearia- 
■hub  Bourne,  Bei^amin  Bourne,  Abraham  Claik,  Jo- 
nathan Dayton,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue, 
Jamea  HiUhonse,  Philip  Key,  Aaron  Aitdhell,  Amaaa 
Learned,  Samuel  Livermore,  Nathaniel  Nilea,  Comdi- 
U8  C.  Sdioonmaker,  Joshua  Seney,  Israel  Smith,  Jona^ 
than  Sturges,  Peter  Sylvester,  George  Thatcher,  Tho- 
mas TredweU,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  and  Alexander 
White— 28. 

Natsv— John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John 
Brown,  William  Findley,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  Andrew 
Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  Wilham  Banpr  Grove,  Thomas 
Hartley,  Daniel  Huger,  John  W.  Kittera,  John  Lau- 
rance,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madison,  Andrew 
Moore,  Frederick  Augustas  Muhlenberg,  William 
Vans  Murray,  Josiah  Parker,  William  Smith,  John 
Steele,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Abraham 
VenaUe,  John  Vining,  Anthony  Wayne,  and  Francis 
Willi*— 26. 

Mr.  Seney  renewed  his  motion  for  striking  out 
the  third  and  fourth  sections,  which  respect  the 
ratio  of  representation  on  the  Second  Census,  and 
called  for  tne  yeas  and  nays ;  which  were  taken 
and  stood  as  follow : 

YiASd — ^Robert  Barnwell,  Ellas  Boudinot,  Sheaiia- 
■hub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Abraham  Clark,  Jo- 


nathan Dayton,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue, 
Andrew  Greg^,  James  Hillhouse,  Israel  Jacobs,  Philip 
Key,  Aaron  Kitchell,  Samuel  Livermore,  Andrew  Moore, 
Nathaniel  NUes,  John  Page,  Cornelius  C.  Schoonmap 
ker,  Joriiua  Seney,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  Jo- 
nathan Sturges,  reter  Sylvester,  George  Thatcher,  and 
Thomas  Tudor  Tucker— 25. 

Natsv— John  Baptist  Ariie,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Eg^ 
bert  Benson,  John  Brown,  William  Findley,  Thomas 
Fitsaimons,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Barry  Grova, 
Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Huger,  John  W.  Kittertf 
John  Laurence,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madison, 
Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Mur^ 
ray,  Josiah  Parker,  William  Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett, 
Thomas  Sumpter,  Thomas  TredweU,  Abraham  V enable, 
John  Vining,  Anthony  Wayne,  Alexander  White,  and 
Francis  Willis— 26. 

On  filling  up  the  blank  in  the  fourth  section 
with  "  thirty  thousand,"  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
taken  and  stood  thus : 

Ybasv— John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Eg- 
bert Benson,  John  Brown,  William  Findley,  Thomas 
Fitisimons,  Samuel  Griffin,  Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel 
Huger,  Philip  K^,  John  Laurance,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
James  Madison,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  Wil- 
liam Vans  Murray,  John  Page,  Joeiah  Parker,  Come- 
Uus  C.  Schoonmaker,  Joshua  Seney,  Samuel  Sterrett, 
Thomas  Sumpter,  Peter  Sylvester,  Thomas  TredweU, 
Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Abraham  Venable,  John  Vin- 
ing, Anthony  Wayne,  Alexander  White,  and  Francis 
Willi*— 29. 

Nats* — Robert  Barnwell,  Elias  Boudinot,  Shearia- 
shub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Abraham  Clark,  Jo- 
nathan Dayton,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue, 
Andrew  Greg^,  James  Hillhouse,  Israel  Jacobs,  Aaron 
KitcheU,  Jo^  W.  Kittera,  Amasa  Learned,  Samuel 
Livermore,  Andrew  Moore,  Nathaniel  NUes,  Jeremiah 
Smith,  Israel  Smith,  William  Smith,  Jonathan  Sturges, 
and  George  Thatcher — ^22. 

The  other  amendments  to  the  said  bill  were 
then  severally  again  read,  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Livermore  laid  a  motion  on  the  table  to 
the  following  purport :  "That  a  committee  should 
be  appointea  to  report  a  bill  authorizing  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Treasury  to  settle  the  claim  on  the  es- 
tate of  General  Greene,  so  as  that  the  said  estate 
may  be  indemnified  from  the  clainis  against  it,  by 
virtue  of  his  haviuj?  become  security  for  certain 
contractors,  who  furnished  clothing  and  rations 
to  the  army  of  the  United  States,  in  the  State  of 
South  Carolina." 

SETTLEMENT  OF  CLAIM& 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  a  bill  providing  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims 
of  certain  persons,  under  particular  circumstances, 
barred  by  the  limitations  heretofore  established- 
Mr.  W.  Smith  in  the  Chair. 

The  object  of  this  bill  is,  to  admit  the  claims  of 
such  oflBcers,  soldiers,  artificers,  sailors,  and  ma- 
rines, as  may  have  been  inevitably  precluded  from 
presenting  them,  within  the  times  prescribed  by 
the  ordinances  or  the  late  Congress,  dated  the  2d 
November,  1785,  and  23d  July,  1787. 
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The  Committee  weed  to  sundry  amendments, 
which  were  reported.  The  House  adopted  seve- 
ral of  them ;  others  were  proposed,  but  not  decided 
on.    Adjourned. 


Tuesday,  February  21. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  disagree  to  the  last,  and  agree  to 
all  the  other  amendments  proposed  oy  this  House 
to  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act 
relative  to  the  election  of  a  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  declaring  the 
officer  who  shall  act  as  President  in  case  of  vacan- 
cies in  the  offices  both  of  President  and  Vice  Pre- 
sident" The  Senate  have  also  appointed  a  com- 
mittee, jointly,  with  such  committee  as  shall  be 
appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  consider  and 
report  what  business  is  necessary  to  be  done  by 
Congress  in  the  present  session,  and  what  part  of 
the  business  now  depending  may.  without  great 
inconvenience,  be  postponed  to  tne  next  session, 
that  the  proceedings  may  be  so  regjulated  as  to  close 
this  session  by  the  first  Tuesday  m  April  next. 

Mr.  Goodhue,  Mr.  Wadsworth,  Mr.  Lau- 
RANCE,  Mr.  White,  and  Mr.  Macon,  were  appoint- 
ed a  committee  on  the  part  of  this  House,  for  the 
purpose  expressed  in  the  message  from  the  Senate. 

ELECTION  OP  PRESIDENT,  &c. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  reconsider  their 
last  amendment,  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate,  to 
the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  re- 
lative to  the  election  of  a  President  and  Vice  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  and  declaring  the  offi- 
cer who  shall  act  as  President,  in  case  of  vacancies 
in  the  offices  both  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent." Whereupon,  the  said  amendment  being 
read  as  follows : 

Strike  out  the  ninth  section  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing : 

^  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  case  of  removal, 
death,  resignation,  or  inability,  both  of  the  President 
and  Vice  Prudent  of  the  United  States,  the  President 
of  the  Senate  pro  tempore,  and  in  case  there  shall  be  no 
President  of  tne  Senate,  then  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  for  the  time  being,  shall  act  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  until  the  disabilitj  be  remov- 
ed, or  a  President  shall  be  elected." 

And  in  lieu  thereof,  insert : 

**  And  be  it  further  eruutedf  That,in  case  of  removal, 
death,  resignation,  or  inability,  both  of  the  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  the  Secretaiv  of 
State,  for  the  time  being,  shaU  act  as  President  of  the 
United  States,  until  the  disability  be  removc^i,  or  a  Pre- 
ndent  shall  be  elected." 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put, 
that  the  House  do  recede  from  the  said  amend- 
ment— it  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  31,  nays 
24,  as  follows: 

Tbas.^ — Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Eltas  Bcmdinot,  Sheanashnb  Bourne,  Bemamin 
Bourne,  Abraham  Claik,  Jonathan  Dayton,  WilHam 
Findley,  Thomas  Fitzsimens,  Elbridge  Geny  Benja- 
min Goodhue,  Thomas  Hartley,  James  HiUhouae,  Da- 
niel Huger,  Israel  Jacobs,  Phittp  Key,  Aaron  KitcheU, 


John  W.  Kittera,  John  Laurance,  Amasa  Learned,  Sam- 
uel Livermore,  William  Vans  Murray,  Nathaniel  Niles, 
Cornelius  G.  Schoonmaker,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Israel 
Smith,  William  Smith,  Peter  SyWester,  Thomas  Tudor 
Tucker,  and  Jeremiah  Wadsworth. 

Nats^ — ^Abraham  Baldwin,  John  Brown,  Nicholas 
Oilman,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Bany  Grove,  Nathan- 
iel Macon,  James  Madison,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick 
Augustus  Muhlenberg,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Joshua 
Seney,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Jonathan  Stur- 
ges,  Thomas  Sumpter,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tred- 
weD,  Abraham  Venable,  Jolm  Vining,  Anthony  Wayne, 
Alexander  White,  Hugh  Williamson,  and  Frajids 
Willis. 

APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

An  en^prossed  bill  for  an  Apportionment  of  Re- 
presentatives among  the  several  States,  according 
to  the  first  Enumeration,  and  making  provision  for 
another  Enumeration,  and  an  Apportionment  of 
Representatives  thereon,  to  compose  the  House  of 
Representatives,  after  the  third  oay  of  March,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety -seven,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled 
up;  and,  on  the  question  that  the  said  bill  do  pass, 
it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  34,  nays 
16,  as  follows : 

Tbas. — ^Abraham  Baldwin,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert 
Benson,  Abraham  Clark,  WilUam  Findley,  Thomas 
Fizsimons,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Barry  Grove,  Tho- 
mas Hartley,  Israel  Jacobs,  I^uUp  Key,  John  W.  Kit- 
tera, John  Laurance,  Nati^aniel  Macon,  James  Madi- 
son, Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augustus  Mnhlenberg, 
William  Vans  Murray,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker, 
Comdius  0.  Schoonmaker,  Joshua  Seney,  William 
Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Peter  Syl- 
vester, Thomas  TredweD,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker^ 
Abraham  Venable,  John  Vining,  Anthony  Wayne, 
Alexander  White,  Hugh  Williamson,  and  Francis 
Willis. 

NATSt^-Fisher  Ames,Sheaijashub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Nidiolas  Oilman,  Benjamin 
Goodhue,  James  HOlhouse,  Aaron  Kitchell,  Amasa 
Learned,  Samuel  Livemlore,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Theo- 
dore Sedgwick,  Israel  Smith,  Jonathan  Sturgee,  George 
Thatcher,  and  Jeremiah  Wadsworth. 

SETTLEMENT  OF  CLAIMS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  repcnrted  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  yesterday,  to  the  bill  providing  for  the 
settlement  of  claims  of  persons  under  particular 
circumstances,  barred  by  the  limitations  heretofore 
established;  and  the  same  beinf  read  was  agreed 
to.  The  said  bill  was  then  further  amended,  and, 
together  with  the  said  amendments,  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

THE  MILITIA  BILL. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  more  effectually 
to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by  establishing 
an  uniform  Militia  throughout  the  United  States. 
The  first  section  being  read — 

Mr.  Sturobs  said,  that  he  conceived  8(Mne 
amendment  was  necessary  to  this  section.  It  ap- 
pears to  consider  the  militia  of  the  several  States, 
as  the  militia  of  the  Unicms  whereas  the  Ccmsti- 
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merce,  previous  to  the  late  Revolution,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  stating^  the  peculiar 
hardships  under  which  they  labor,  from  the  two- 
fold causes  of  the  operation  of  the  fourth  article 
of  the  Definitive  Treaty  of  Peace,  and  so  much 
of  the  act  of  Congress  for  funding  the  public 
debt,  as  redeems  the  old  Continental  money,  at 
the  rate  of  one  hundred  dollars  thereof,  for  one 
dollar  specie;  the  former  requiring  them  to  pay 
their  British  debts  in  sterling  money,  with  full 
interest  to  the  present  time,  and  the  latter  depriv- 
ing them  of  all  hope  of  indemnity,  from  the  effects 
of  depreciation  and  tender  laws,  to  which  they 
were  exposed'during  the  war,  and  praying  relief. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

The  House  asain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  an  Ap- 
portionment of  Representatives  among  the  several 
States,  according  to  the  first  Enumeration,  and 
making  provision  for  another  Enumeration,  and 
an  Apportionment  of  Representatives,  after  the 
third  day  of  March,  one  tnousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-seven." 

Mr.  Senet  moved  that  the  third  and  fourth  sec- 
tions, which  provide  for  an  apportionment  of  the 
representation  on  the  Second  Census,  &c.  should 
be  struck  out.  This  motion  occasioned  some  de- 
bate, and  was  disagreed  to. 

Tne  blank  for  the  ratio  of  representation  on  the 
Second  Census,  was  filled  with  "thirty  thousand." 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  House  with 
the  amendments.  These  were  taken  into  conside- 
ration, and  severally  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Dayton  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  se- 
cond section,  which  provides  for  a  second  enume- 
ration in  five  years ;  and  called  the  yeas  and  nays  \ 
which  were  taken,  and  stood  as  follow : 

Ybas^ — ^Robert  ^amwell,  Ellas  Boudinot,  Shearia- 
■kab  BoTume,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Abraham  Clark,  Jo- 
nathan Dayton,  Nicholas  Oilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue, 
James  HiUhonse,  Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kitchell,  Amasa 
Learned,  Samuel  Livermore,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Gomdi- 
us  0.  Sdioonmaker,  Joshua  Seney,  Israel  Smith,  Jona- 
than Storges,  Peter  Sylvester,  George  Thatcher,  Tho- 
mas Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  and  Alexander 
White— 28. 

Nats^— ^ohn  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  iiAm 
Brown,  William  Findley,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  Andrew 
Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Banpr  Grove,  Thomas 
Hartley,  Daniel  Huger,  John  W.  Kittera,  John  Lau- 
rance,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madison,  Andrew 
Moore,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  William 
Vans  Murray,  Josiah  Parker,  William  Smith,  John 
Steele,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Abraham 
VenaUe,  John  Vining,  Anthony  Wayne,  and  Francis 
Willis— 26. 

Mr.  Senet  renewed  his  motion  for  striking  out 
the  third  and  fourth  sections,  which  respect  the 
ratio  of  representation  on  the  Second  Census,  and 
called  for  tne  yeas  and  nays ;  which  were  taken 
and  stood  as  follow : 

YiAB^— Robert  Barnwell,  Ellas  Boudinot,  Shearia- 
■hub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Abraham  Clark,  Jo- 


nathan Dayton,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue, 
Andrew  Gregg,  James  Hillhouse,  Israel  Jacobs,  Philip 
Key,  Aaron  Kitchell,  Samuel  Livermore,  Andrew  Moore, 
Nathaniel  Niles,  John  Page,  Cornelius  C.  Schoonma« 
ker,  Joshua  Senc^,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  Jo- 
naUian  Sturges,  Peter  Sylvester,  George  Thatcher,  and 
Thomas  Tudor  Tucker— 25. 

Natsv— John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Eg^ 
bert  Benson,  John  Brown,  William  Findley,  Thomas 
Fitzsimons,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Barry  Grovey 
Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Huger,  John  W.  Kittertf 
John  Laurance,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madison, 
Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Mur^ 
ray,  Josiah  Parker,  William  Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett, 
Thomas  Sumpter,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham  V enable, 
John  Vining,  Anthony  Wayne,  Alexander  White,  and  ' 
Frauds  Willis— 26. 

On  filling  up  the  blank  in  the  fourth  section 
with  ^^  thirty  thousand,"  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
taken  and  stood  thus : 

Ybas. — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Eg* 
bert  Benson,  John  Brown,  William  Findley,  Thomas 
Fitisimons,  Samuel  Chiffin,  Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel 
Huger,  Philip  Key,  John  Laurance,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
James  Madison,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  Wil- 
liam Vans  Murray,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Come* 
hus  C.  Schoonmaker,  Joshua  Seney,  Samuel  Sterrett, 
Thomas  Sumpter,  Peter  Sylvester,  Thomas  Tredwell, 
Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Abraham  Yenable,  John  Vin- 
ing, Anthony  Wayne,  Alexander  White,  and  Francis 
Willis— 29. 

Nats^ — Robert  Barnwell,  Elias  Boudinot,  Shearia- 
shub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Abraham  Clark,  Jo- 
nathan Dayton,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue, 
Andrew  Giegg,  James  Hillhouse,  Israel  Jacobs,  Aaron 
Kitchell,  John  W.  Kittera,  Amasa  Learned,  Samuel 
Livermora,  Andrew  Moore,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Jeremiah 
Smith,  Israel  Smith,  William  Smith,  Jonathan  Sturges, 
and  George  Thatchei^— 22. 

The  other  amendments  to  the  said  bill  were 
then  severally  again  read,  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Livermore  laid  a  motion  on  the  table  to 
the  following  purport :  "That  a  committee  should 
be  appointea  to  report  a  bill  authorizing  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Treasury  to  settle  the  claim  on  the  es- 
tate of  General  Greene,  so  as  that  the  said  estate 
may  be  indemnified  from  the  claims  against  it,  by 
virtue  of  his  havinj?  become  security  for  certain 
contractors,  who  furnished  clothing  and  rations 
to  the  army  of  the  United  States,  in  the  State  of 
South  Carolina." 

SETTLEMENT  OF  CLAIM& 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  a  bill  providing  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims 
of  certain  persons,  under  particular  circumstances, 
barred  by  the  limitations  heretofore  established — 
Mr.  W.  Smith  in  the  Chair. 

The  object  of  this  bill  is,  to  admit  the  claims  of 
such  oflBcers,  soldiers,  artificers,  sailors,  and  ma- 
rines, as  may  have  been  inevitably  precluded  from 
presenting  them,  within  the  times  prescribed  by 
the  ordinances  or  the  late  Congress,  dated  the  2a 
November,  1786,  and  23d  July,  1787. 
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The  Comzoittee  affieed  to  sundry  amendments, 
which  were  reported.  The  House  adopted  seve- 
ral of  them ;  others  were  proposed,  hut  not  decided 
on.    Adjourned. 


Tuesday,  February  21. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  disagree  to  the  last,  and  agree  to 
all  the  other  amendments  proposed  oy  this  House 
to  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act 
relative  to  the  election  of  a  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  declaring  the 
officer  who  shall  act  as  President  in  case  of  vacan- 
cies in  the  offices  both  of  President  and  Vice  Pre- 
sident." The  Senate  have  also  appointed  a  com- 
mittee, jointly,  with  such  committee  as  shall  be 
appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  consider  and 
report  what  busmess  is  necessary  to  be  done  by 
Congress  in  the  present  session,  and  what  part  of 
the  business  now  depending  may.  without  great 
inconvenience,  be  postponed  to  tne  next  session, 
that  the  proceedings  may  be  so  regelated  as  to  close 
this  session  by  the  first  Tuesday  in  April  next. 

Mr.  Goodhue,  Mr.  Wadsworth,  Mr.  Lau- 
RANCE,  Mr.  White,  and  Mr.  Macon,  were  appoint- 
ed a  committee  on  the  part  of  this  House,  for  the 
purpose  expressed  in  the  message  from  the  Senate. 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT,  &c. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  reconsider  their 
last  amendment,  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate,  to 
the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  re- 
lative to  the  election  of  a  President  and  Vice  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  and  declaring  the  offi- 
cer who  shall  act  as  President,  in  case  of  vacancies 
in  the  offices  both  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent." Whereupon,  the  said  amendment  being 
read  as  follows : 

Strike  out  the  ninth  section  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing : 

^  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  case  of  removal, 
death,  resignation,  or  inability,  both  of  the  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  the  President 
of  the  Senate  pro  tempore,  and  in  case  there  shall  be  no 
President  of  tne  Senate,  then  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  for  the  time  being,  shall  act  as  Pr^i- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  until  the  disability  be  remov- 
ed, or  a  President  shall  be  elected." 

And  in  lieu  thereof,  insert : 

**  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  case  of  removal, 
death,  resignation,  or  inability,  both  of  the  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  the  Secretaiv  of 
State,  for  the  time  being,  shaU  act  as  President  of  the 
United  States,  nntil  the  disability  be  removed,  or  a  Pre- 
ndent  shall  be  elected.** 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put, 
that  the  House  do  recede  from  the  said  amend- 
ment— it  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  31,  nays 
24,  as  follows: 

TxAs^— Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
•on,  Eltas  Bondinot,  Sheaijaduib  Boimis,  Bei^amin 
Boume»  Abraham  Claik,  Jonathan  Daytcm,  William 
Findley,  Tliomas  Fitisim<ms,  Elbridge  Geiiy  Benja- 
min Goodhue,  Thomas  Hartley,  James  HiUhoose,  Da- 
niel Huger,  Israel  Jacobs,  Philip  Keyi  Aaron  KitcheU, 


John  W.  Kittora,  John  Laurance,  Amasa  Learned,  Sam« 
uel  Ltvermore,  William  Vans  Murray,  Nathaniel  Niles, 
Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Israel 
Smith,  Wiltiam  Smith,  Peter  Sylvester,  Thomas  Tudor 
Tucker,  and  Jeremiah  Wadsworth. 

Nats^ — Abraham  Baldwin,  John  Brown,  Nicholas 
Gilman,  Samuel  Grriffin,  William  Bany  Grove,  Nathan- 
iel Macon,  James  Madison,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick 
Augustus  Muhlenberg,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Joshua 
Seney,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Jonathan  Stur- 
ges,  Thomas  Sumpter,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tred- 
well,  Abraham  Venable,  John  Vining,  Anthony  Wayne, 
Alexander  White,  Hugh  Williamson,  and  Frajids 
WiUis. 

APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

An  en^[T0S8ed  bill  for  an  Apportionment  of  Re* 
presentatives  among  the  sevend  States,  according 
to  the  first  Enumeration,  and  making  provision  for 
another  Enumeration,  and  an  Apportionment  of 
Representatives  thereon,  to  compose  the  House  of 
Representatives,  after  the  third  any  of  March,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled 
up;  and,  on  the  question  that  the  said  bill  do  pass, 
it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  34,  nays 
16,  as  follows : 

0 

Tbas. — ^Abraham  Baldwin,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert 
Benson,  Abraham  Clark,  William  Findley,  Thomas 
Fizsimons,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Barry  Grove,  Tho* 
mas  Hartley,  Israel  Jacobs,  Philip  Key,  John  W.  Kit> 
tera,  John  Laurance,  Natiianiel  Macon,  James  Madi- 
son, Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg, 
William  Vans  Murray,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker, 
Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker,  Joshua  Seney,  William 
Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Thomas  Sump4er,  Peter  Syl- 
vester, Thomas  TredweQ,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker^ 
Abraham  Venable,  John  Vining,  Anthony  Wayne» 
Alexander  White,  Hugh  Williamson,  and  Francis 
Willis. 

NAT8.^-Fisher  Ames,Sheaijashub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Nicholas  GKlman,  Bei^)amin 
Goodhue,  James  Hillhouse,  Aaron  KitcheU,  Amasa 
Learned,  Samuel  Livemlore,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Theo- 
dore Sedgwick,  Israel  Smith,  Jonathan  Sturges,  George 
Thatcher,  and  Jeremiah  Wadsworth. 

SETTLEMENT  OF  CLAIMS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  yesterday,  to  the  bill  providing  for  the 
settlement  of  claims  of  perscms  under  particular 
circumstances,  barred  by  the  limitations  heretofore 
established;  and  the  same  bein^  read  was  agreed 
to.  The  said  bill  was  then  further  amended,  and, 
together  with  the  said  amendments,  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

THE  MILITIA  BILL. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  more  effectually 
to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by  establishing 
an  uniform  Militia  throughout  the  United  States. 
The  first  section  being  liad — 

Mr.  Sturqes  said,  that  he  conceived  some 
amendment  was  necessary  to  this  section.  It  ap- 
pears to  consider  the  militia  of  the  several  States, 
as  the  militia  of  the  Union;  whereas  the  Consti- 
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from  the  term  general  weffarej  abstractedly  horn. 
the  specification  of  some  particular  authority,  are 
dangerous  in  the  extreme  to  rights  constitutionally 
reserred,  and  ought  ever  to  be  viewed  with  ^reat 
caution  and  suspicion.  They  serve  directly  to 
show  that  this  GJovernment  is  not  only  consolida- 
ted in  all  its  parts,  but  that  it  is  a  consolidated  Go- 
yemment  of  unlimited  discretion ;  that  it  contains 
no  constitutional  limitation  or  restriction.  If  any 
given  authority  be  inferred  from  the  term  general 
welfare  in  the  abstract,  any  other  authority  is 
equally  deducible  from  it,  because  the  term  is  ap- 
plicable to  every  possible  object  of  Grovemment, 
and  differs  only  in  degree,  as  to  the  several  Gro- 
vernmental  objects. 

He  could  not  see  the  force  of  the  novel  and  cu- 
rious distinction  taken  by  a  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut [Mr.  Hillhouse]  between  generalwelfare 
and  particular  welfare;  for  every  particular  wel- 
fare, however  minute,  may  be  in  a  degree  ion  the 
general  welfare,  and  if  the  decision  respecting  the 
existence  of  this  distinction,  have  no  other  limita- 
tion than  Congressional  discretion^  it  is  equally 
destructive  of  ail  constitutional  restraint.  Gentle- 
men who  have  advocated  this  principle  of  con- 
struction, appear  startled  at  some  conse<iuences 
suggestea  to  result  from  it,  and  have  denied  that 
they  have  made  the  admission  of  such  consequen- 
ces. This  is  true,  nor  have  those  in  reply  so 
asserted,  but  they  have  taken  up  the  principles  of 
construction  furnished  by  its  advocates,  and  made 
the  application  of  it  to  the  consequences  which 
they  themselves  infer;  and  if  the  principle  be  ad- 
mitted, it  is  undeniable  that  the  conclusions  drawn 
from  it  will  necessarily  follow  in  their  utmost 
latitude. 

A  ffentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Buin- 
WELM  confidently  spoke  of  the  inherent  rights  of 
this  (jrovernment ;  tnis  is  a  new  source  of  autho- 
rity, and  totally  inapi)licable  to  this  Government. 
If  there  be  inherent  rk^hts  in  Gk)vemments  at  all, 
they  must  belong  to  Governments  growing  out  of 
a  state  of  society^  and  not  to  a  Grovemment  deriv- 
ing all  its  authorities  by  charter  from  previously 
existing  Governments,  or  the  people  of  those  Gro- 
vernments.  In  such  a  Grovemment,  the  exercise 
of  every  authority  not  contained  in  the  instrument, 
or  deducible  from  it  by  a  fair  and  candid  construc- 
tion, is  an  unjustifiable  assumption  and  usurpation. 
He  did  not  mean  to  analyze  tnis  subject  further  at 
this  time,  and  had  been  led  into  these  general  re- 
marks, because  the  impatience  of  tbe  Committee 
to  have  the  question  upon  striking  out  the  section, 
had  caused  him  to  refrain  from  delivering  these 
sentiments  at  that  time* 

He  would  remark  further,  that  bounties  in  all 
countries  and  at  all  times,  have  been  the  effect  of 
fiivoritism;  they  have  only  served  to  divert  the 
current  of  industry  from  its  natural  channel,  into 
one  less  advantageous  or  productive;  and  in  fact 
they  are  nothing  more  than  Gk>vernmental  tkefU 
committed  upon  the  rights  of  one  part  of  the  com- 
munity, and  an  wmented  Grovernmental  munifir 
cence  to  the  other.  In  this  country,  and  under  this 
Government,  they  present  an  aspect  peculiarly 
ibreeu^  tLnd  defcrmed* 


To  contemplate  the  subiects  upon  which  boon- 
ties  are  to  operate  in  the  United  States,  the  nature 
of  the  Government  to  dispense  them,  the  State 
preferences  which  now  do  and  will  forever,  more 
or  less,  continue  to  exist,  the  impossibility  of  an 
equal  operation  of  bounties  throughout  the  United 
States,  upon  any  subiect  whatever,  should  be  con- 
sidered; and  one  of  these  two  effects  will  necessa- 
rily follow  the  exercise  of  them;  either  the  very 
existence  of  the  Government  will  be  destroyed,  or 
its  admimstration  must  be  radically  changed,  it 
must  be  converted  into  the  most  complex  system 
of  tyranny  and  favoritism. 

He  observed,  that  it  is  not  unfrequent  at  this 
time  to  hear  ol  an  Eastern  and  Southern  interest^ 
and  he  had  for  some  time  silently  and  indignantly 
seen,  or  thought  he  saw,  attempts  by  this  means 
to  influence  me  deliberations  of  this  House  upon 
almost  every  important  question.  So  far  as  he 
was  the  insulted  object  of  these  attempts,  he  felt 
that  contempt  for  tbeir  authors,  which  appeared 
to  him  to  be  the  correspondent  tribute  to  the  im- 

Eurity  of  their  desicrns;  yet  he  thought  that  this 
ad  been  the  most  formidable  and  effectual  mini' 
steriaZ  machine  which  had  been  yet  used  in  the 
administration  of  Grovemment.  But  one  great 
mischief  he  apprehended  from  establishme^  the 
princi]>le  of  the  unrestrained  right  to  grant  boun- 
ties, vnll  be,  that  it  will  make  the  mfference  of 
interest  between  Eastern  and  Southern,  so  far  as 
they  differ  in  their  respective  States  of  manufac- 
ture and  agriculture,  real,  which  is  now  only  ideal. 
It  will  make  that  party  real,  which  is  now  artifi- 
cial. The  jealousies  and  suspicions  arising  from 
party^  will  then  have  a  substantial  foundation^ 
which  now  have  no  foundation  in  fact,  but  are  in- 
geniously stimulated  by  a  few,  for  the  puxpose  of 
effecting  particular  objects;  as  long  as  the  Govern- 
ment shall  be  admimstered  liberally  and  impar- 
tially, as  long  as  the  principle  of  reciprocal  demand 
and  supply  Setween  East  and  Soutn  shall  remain 
inviolate,  so  long  there  can  exist  no  essential  dis- 
tinct interest  between  them ;  but  the  instant  boun- 
ties or  Governmental  preferences  are  granted  to 
occupation,  that  instant  is  created  a  separate  and 
distinct  interest,  not  wholly  between  Blast  and 
South,  but  between  the  manufacturer  and  the  cul- 
tivator of  the  soil.  There  will  still  exist  a  com- 
munity of  agricultural  interest  throughout  the 
United  States,  and  he  hoped  the  time  was  not  far 
distant,  when  a  common  sympathy  will  be  felt  by 
the  whole  of  that  class  ot  the  community.  For 
these  reasons,  he  hoped  the  motion  would  prevaiL 
The  bill  having  been  gone  through  with,  and 
amended,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  it  with 
amendments  which  the  House  immediately  took 
into  consideration  and  adopted.  The  bill  was  then 
further  amended  and  tbe  House  adjoumed. 


TnuRsnAT.  February  9. 

THE  COD  riSHERIES. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  encouragement  of  the  Bank  and  other  Cod 
Fisheries,  and  for  the  regulation  and  government 
of  the  fishermen  employed  therein,"  together  with 
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tlie  amendments  thereto,  was  read  the  third  time; 
and  the  question  being  put  that  the  same  do  pass, 
it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  38,  nays 
21,  as  follows  : 

Ybas. — Messrs.  Fisher  Ames,  Robert  BamweU,  Eg- 
bert Benson,  Elias  Boudmot,  Sheaijashub  Bourne,  Ben- 
jamin Bourne,  Abraham  Cligrkt  Jonathan  Dayton,  Tho- 
mas Fitzsimons,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Nicholas  Gilman, 
Benjamin  Groodhue,  James  Gordon,  Andrew  Gregg, 
Samuel  Griffin,  Thomas  Hartley,  James  Hillhouse,  Da- 
niel Huger,  John  W.  Kittera,  John  Laurance,  Ainasa 
Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Samuel  Livermore,  James 
Madison,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  Nathaniel 
Niies,  Comdius  O.  Schoonmaker,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Is- 
rael Smith,  William  Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Jonathan 
Stozges,  Peter  Silvester,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas 
Tredwell,  John  Vming,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  and  Ar- 
tomas  Ward. 

Nats. — Messrs.  John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Bald- 
win, John  Brown,  William  B.  Giles,  William  Barry 
Grove,  Daniel  Heister,  Philip  Key,  Nathaniel  Maoon, 
John  Frauds  Mercer,  Andrew  Moore,  William  Vans 
Murray,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Joshua  Seney,  John 
Steele,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker, 
Abraham  Venable,  Alexander  White,  Hugh  William- 
son, and  Francis  Willis. 

Resolved,  That  the  title  of  the  said  bill  be.  <^  An 
act  concerning  certain  fisheries  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  the  regulation  and  government  of 
the  fisnermen  employed  therein.'' 

Mr.  Laurancb  presented  a  petition  from  the 
taimers  and  curriers  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
praying  relief  from  the  hardships  they  labor  under, 
m  consequence  of  the  exportation  of  tanners'  bark. 
Referred  to  a  select  committee. 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT,  Ac 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  W.  Smith  in  the  Chair,  on 
4t  bill  (received  from  the  Senate)  relative,  to  the 
election  of  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  declaring  the  officer  who  shall 
act  as  President  in  case  of  vacancies  in  the  offi- 
ces both  of  President  and  Vice  President. 

The  ninth  section  was  struck  out,  in  which  the 
President  of  the  Senate  jjro  temjKmre  was  desig- 
nated to  act  as  President  in  case  of  vacancies  m 
both  of  the  above  mentioned  offices. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  add  a  new  section 
to  the  bill,  appointing  the  senior  Associate  Judge 
as  the  person  to  fill  the  vacancy.  A  motion  was 
made  to  amend  this  proposition,  by  substituting 
the  Secretary  of  State,  instead  of  the  senior  Asso- 
ciate Judge.  A  short  debate  ensued,  after  which, 
the  Committee  rose  without  taking  the  (question, 
reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

Friday.  February  l(k 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretarv  of  State  lay  be- 
fore the  House  copies  of  such  laws  as  have  been 
adopted  and  publisned  by  the  Gbvemor  and  Judges 
of  tbe  territory  Northwest  of  the  Ohio. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  be  directed  to  furnish 
the  sitting  member,  and  the  petitioner,  James 
Jackson,  at  the  request  of  either  party,  with  copies 
«f  all  soeh  doemnentt,  evidences,  and  tevtimoiny, 


as  are  in  his  possession,  or  that  mav  come  to  the 
hands  of  the  Speaker,  previous  to  tne  time  of  try- 
ing the  validity  of  the  election  of  a  member  to 
represent  the  lower  district  of  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT,  Ac. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  ^'An  act  relative  to  the  election 
of  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  declaring  the  officer  who  shall  act  as 
President,  in  case  ofvacancies  in  the  offices  both 
of  President  and  Vice  Presidei^t;"  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  reported  that  the  Committee 
had  again  had  the  said  bill  under  consideration, 
and  made  several  amendments  thereto;  which 
were  read,  and  are  as  follow :  .  * 

Suike  out  the  ninth  section,  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing : 

^  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case  of  remo- 
val, death,  resignation,  or  inaUhty,  both  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  of  Uie  United  States,  the  Pre- 
sident  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore,  and  in  case  there 
shall  be  no  President  of  the  Senate,  then  the  Speaker 
c^  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the  time  beings 
shall  act  as  "President  of  the  United  States,  until  the 
disability  be  removed,  or  a  President  shall  be  elected." 

In  lieu  of  the  said  ninth  section^  insert : 
**And6e  it  further  enacted.  That,  m  ease  of  removal, 
death,  resigpnation,  or  inability,  both  of  the  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  the  Secretaiy 
of  State,  for  the  time  being,  shall  act  as  President  of  the 
United  States,  until  the  disability  be  removed,  or  a  Pre> 
sident  shall  be  elected.*' 

Whereupon,  the  said  first  amendment  being 
again  read,  and  the  question  put  to  strike  out  the 
said  ninth  section,  in  the  words  following : 

**  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  case  of  removal, 
death,  resignation,  or  inability,  both  of  the  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  the  President 
of  the  Sedate  pro  tempore,  and  in  case  there  shall  bene 
President  of  tne  Senate,  then  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  for  the  time  being,  shall  act  as  Pre* 
sident  of  the  United  States,  until  the  disability  be  re- 
moved, or  a  President  shall  be  elected." 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  32,  nays 
22,  as  follows : 

Yi AS.— John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John 
Brown,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  William  B.  Giles,  Nicho- 
las Oilman,  Andrew  Gregg,  William  Btrrj  Grove,  Is- 
rael Jacobs,  Philip  Key,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madi- 
son, Jobn  Francis  Mercer,  Andrew  Moore,  Fiederick 
Augustus  Muhlenberg,  Wflham  Vans  Murray,  Jc^m 
Page,  Josiah  Paiker,  Joshua  Seney,  Jeremiah  Smith, 
John  Steele,  Samuel  SteiTett,Jonathan  Stuiges^^Thomae 
Suu^ter,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tredwdl,  Abralttni 
Venable,  John  Vining,  Anthony  Wayne,  Alexander 
White,  Hugh  Williamson,  and  Francis  Willis. 

NATs.~Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Elias  Boudinot,  Shearjadiub  Boume,  Benj.  Bourne^ 
Abraham  Clark,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Benjamin  Goodhue^ 
Daniel  Heister,  James  Hillhouse,  Daniel  Huger,  Aaron 
SdtcheD,  John  W.  Kittera,  Amasa  Learned,  Samuel 
Livermore,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Cornelius  C.  Schoonmar 
ker,  William  Smith,  Peter  Sylvester,  Thomas  Tuder 
Tucker,  and  Jeremiah  Wadsworth. 
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The  second  amendmeBt  beisg  mhx  read,  and 
the  question  put  to  insert  in  lieu  ofthe  said  ninth 
section,  the  words  following : 

^Andb^UJurtkermaeUdfThBXyme^aeoiTtmo^ 
dea^  rengnatiQny  or  inability,  both  of  the  Preadent 
and  Vice  PretidenJt  of  ihe  United  Statee,  tile  Secretaiy 
of  State,  for  the  time  being,  shaU  act  as  Preaident  of 
lio  United  Stales,  nntU  the  disebUity  be  remoired,  or  a 
FteadmiOmXl  be  elected." 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  House  then  |)roceeded  to  the  farther  con- 
sideration of  the  said  bill ;  made  some  progress 
therein,  and  then  adjourned. 


MoMDAT,  February  ;i^ 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  continue  an 
act  entitled  ^  An  act  declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 

Sess  to  certain  acts  of  the  States  of  Maryland, 
M>rgia,  and  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plan- 
tations f*  and  that  Mr.  Stirbbtt,  Mr.  Boorkc. 
of  'Rhode  iiknd,  and  Mr.  Baldwin,  be  ^e  said 
eommittee. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
biUaent  ^m  the  Senate  entitled  ^^  An  act  rela- 
tive to  the  election  of  a  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent cf  the  United  States,  and  declaring  the  officer 
who  shall  act  as  President,  in  case  of  vacancies  in 
the  offices  bodi  of  President  and  Yice  President ;'' 
WhfreupoB— 

Reeoieedy  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  fliffain  recommitted  to  a  Committee  of 
Ae 'Whole  House  to-morrow. 

APPOBTIOI^MENT  BILL, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Oommittee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  an  Apportionment 
ct  Rqpr^entatives  among  tt^e  several  Statas,  ac- 
cording to  the  first  Enumeration,  and  making  pro- 
irision  Tor  another  Bnusaeration  asd  an  Ai^rtion- 
inent  of  Representatives,  after  the  third  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  niaety- 
aeTanr--Mr*  Bmith,  of  South  Carolina,  in  the 
dtak .    The  IhU  was  read  dut>ugh  by  the  C)erk. 

The  first  section  being  repeated  by  the  Chair- 
man. Mr.  SfiK£T  moved  that  the  blaiik  should  be 
filled  with  the  word  "  thirty,"  which  would  deter- 
mine that  the  ratio  of  representation  ^ould  be 

This  ipotion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  HiUfHOvas, 
on  the  old  ground  of  its  unequal  operation. 

Mr.  Qerey  replied  to  Mr.  Hiluiousb.  He 
observed  that  this  apportionment  on  the  aggregate 
Federal  number  would  be  more  eqiaal  than  by  die 
ratio  of  33,00&$  but  this  had  been  rejected  by  the 
fltnirtn?  and  as  the  ratio  oi93j000  would  not  per- 
fectly cure  the  difficulty,  and  would  operate  to 
reduce  the  whole  number  of  the  Representatives, 
h*  conceived  that  no  new  light  had  oeen  thrown 
on' the  subject  to  induce  the  House  to  consent  to 
such  diminution. 

"Mr.  Mbbcer  entered  into  a  general  view  of  the 
•object.  He  supported  a  large  representation,  and 
ui^ed  its  importance,  as  it  req^ts  the  democrati- 
cal  part  of  the  community.    The  theory  of  Gk>- 


vemment  is  the  same,  whether  it  respects  a  free 
or  a  despotic  Government ;  it  is  not  a  small  num- 
ber that  can  govern  in  any  country.  Standing 
armies  supply  m  Despotic  Governments  the  place 
of  a  large  representation  in  a  Free  Government. 
Still,  the  operations  of  Government,  in  both  case% 
depend  on  a  large  number  of  people. 

The  Question  for  inserting  30,000  was  carried 
in  the  amrmative — 30  to  21. 

Mr.  Merceb  then  moved  to  strike  out  "tha 
third  day  of  March,  1793,"  and  to  insert  ^  the  first 
day  of  October,  i792"-^refening  to  the  period 
when  the  States  shall  be  represented  by  the  nun^ 
her  arising  from  the  first  enumeration.  He  m* 
fovmed  the  House  that  Vitsinia  had  already  maia 
provision  to  send  forward  their  sui^ementatf 
numbas.  He  urged  the  right  of  the  States  re» 
spectively  to  fill  up  their  representation  agreeably 
to  the  enumeration,  ice. 

Mr.  GfiSRT  supported  the  motion. 

Mr.  HiLLHOues  suggested  another  mode.  He 
proposed  that  the  present  Congress  should  expire 
after  the  present  session,  and  a  new  House  be 
elected  agreei^ble  to  the  census,  to  meet  at  the 
time  to  which  the  present  Congress  may  be  adr 
joumed.  He  urged  many  advantages  which  would 
result  from  this  plan. 

Mr.  Merger  said,  his  idea  was,  that  the  choos* 
ing  these  additional  members  would  be  only  filling 
up  vacancies. 

Mr.  Murray  was  for  striking  out  ^  die  thir4 
day  of  March,  1793,"  for  the  purpose  of  inserting 
an  earlier  day.  The  great  objection  is  its  incon- 
venience. It  is  said  the  members  which  now 
compose  this  House  will  have  to  continue  by  law 
another  session,  and  the  sppptemental  members 
would  have  to  continue  but  to  fill  the  intermediate 
space  of  time  from  the  election  to  the  3d  of  March. 
He  begged  gentlemen  to  give  him  leave  to  say, 
that  the  only  possible  obstacle  to  their  thinking  as 
he  did  arose  from  themselves — from  a  desire,  ho 
would  not  say  how  disinterested,  to  continue  in 
power  longer  than  they  were  entitled  to  remain 
under  the  Constitution.  The  act  of  Congress 
declaratory  of  the  time  ^^ich  members  were  tei 
continue  was  the  sole  obstacle  to  the  ^tification 
of  the  people  in  one  of  their  best  rights.  This 
act,  founded  in  error,  ought  previously  to  be  re- 
pealed, and  then  no  difficulty,  either  from  the 
construction  of  the  Constitution  or  fVom  incon- 
venience, could  be  raised  to  the  wish  that  the 
additional  Representatives  should  take  their  seats 
immediately  aAer  the  next  general  election.  This 
act  produced  a  mischievous  and  unthought-of 
solecism  in  the  Gk)vemment.  It  separated  repre- 
sentation from  confidence,  and  violated  responsi- 
bility, which  is  the  very  soul  of  the  Government. 
The  people  could  not  but  be  astonished  that,  after 
the  last  ffeneml  election,  the  members  of  Congress 
whom  taey  had  not  chosen  still  continued  tnere 
to  hold  their  seats,  and  to  act  as  upon  their  oonfi* 
dence  and  trust  Surely  one  of  the  most  obvious 
truths  hi  a  Government  by  re]»esentBtion  is,  that 
election  shall  be  the  criterion  of  confidence,  and 
that  a  continuance  to  discharge  a  trust  after  it  ia 
withdrawn  overturns  every  idra.  of  represantation^ 
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lie  wkhed  the  CcHnmittee  to  reflect  that  the  prin- 
cipal obieetion  to  thie  motion  was  easily  i^moTed, 
if  members  would  act  a  disinterested  part ;  and 
that  if  it  be  a&nitted  that  the  duration  of  the  pre- 
sent Congress  is  the  objection  to  the  admission 
of  the  snpplemental  members,  gentlemen  cannot 
hesitate  between  the  gratification  of  what  evi- 
dently appears  to  be  the  rights  of  the  people,  uinder 
a  ihir  constmetion  of  the  Constitution,  and  a  de- 
Claxatory  law,  which  id  repealable,  ana  which  is 
so  contrary  to  reason.  The  objection  is  remova- 
Ue«^he  right  is  permanent.  It  is  certainly  of 
more  consequence  to  adhere  to  the  principle  of  a 
Jilst  and  nameroos  representation,  and  to  adopt  an 
early  day  to  gire  it  operation,  than  to  give  the 
windple  the  go-by,  merdy  to  support  a  stretched 
ttttration  of  our  term,  unoer  a  law  ^at  oversete 
the  most  obvious  trutns  and  reasoning  on  repre^ 
aentation.  As  to  the  members  from  Georgia,  if 
'^  law  giving  an  extra  term  to  the  seats  of  mem- 
bers was  not  repealed,  he  woidd  still  vote  for 
Cfeorgia's  having  three  members  till  the  term  ex- 
sired  ;  but  at  all  events  he  hoped  the  motion  would 
Mu;reed  to. 
The  motion  was  finally  disagreed  to. 


Tuesday,  February  14 

Mr.  Sterrett,  from  the  committee  appoihted, 
presented  a  bill  deckuriiifi^  the  consent  of  GDugress 
to  a  certain  act  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  to 
continue  for  a  longer  time  "  An  act  declaring  the 
assent  of  Congress  to  certain  acts  of  the  States  of 
Maryland,  €(eorgia,  and  Rhode  I^nd  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations^"  so  far  as  the  same  respects 
the  States  of  Georgia  and  Rhode  Island  and  Pro- 
vidence Plantations  $  which  was  received,  and 
read  twice  and  committed. 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT,  dbc 

The  House  asain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  'WIk)^  House  on  the  bill  sent  from 
the  Senate  entitled  ^  As  act  relative  to  the  elec- 
tion of  a  Preadent  mad  Vice  President  of  the  Uni 
ted  States,  and  dechtriw  the  officer  who  shaH  act 
ia  President^  in  case  of  vacancies  in  the  offices 
both  of  President  and  Vice  President.'' 

A  motidi  made  yesterday,  to  insert  a  clause 
restricting  the  uumber  of  Electors  to  the  number 
of  the  present  Senate  and  House  of  Rqictesenta* 
fives,  being  put  and  negatived — 

Mr.  Ghrbt  moved  to  insert  a  claiuse  which 
specifies  that  ^^  the  Electors  shall  be  equal  to  the 
■umber  of  Senators  and  Representatives  to  which 
^  several  States  may  by  law  be  entitled  at  the 
thne  when  the  President  and  Vice  President  thus 
to  be  chosen  flhouM  come  mto  office :  Frxmided, 
afata|/it.  That  where  no  apportionment  of  Repre- 
SMrtatives  shall  have  been  made  after  any  enume- 
Mlioa,  at  the  time  of  choosing  Blectc^  then  the 
nnsber  of  Electors  shall  be  according  to  the  ex- 
isting apportionment  of  Senators  and  Representa- 
tivvs." 

This  motion,  with  very  Htde  objection,  was 
adopted ;  its  vrq[iriety  wifl  appear  from  the  fbl^ 
ImnBg  remaoM  mide  by  Mr.  Mioib^t,  who  said 


he  was  in  favor  of  the  whole,  both  the  proposition 
and  the  proviso :  the  first  meditates  a  more  equal 
representation  of  the  wishes  of  the  people  of 
America  in  the  election  of  the  two  great  officen 
of  the  State ;  the  proviso  guards  against  a  cbnfb- 
sion  which  might  take  place  without  the  provi- 
sion. The  present  representation  in  Congress  is 
\jj  no  means  e^ual ;  tne  States,  in  their  conven- 
tional deliberation,  produced  the  present  propot^ 
tion  of  Representatives  more  from  comprottuso 
than  authenticated  data  i  no  census  had  then  mea- 
sured to  the  public  the  {proportions  of  populatioft 
which  one  State  bore  to  another ;  and  Represent- 
atives, including  Senators  and  Electors  of  Pren- 
dent  and  Vice  rresident,  being  the  same  in  num- 
ber, and  the  scale  of  Repesentatives  being  utf> 
founded  in  facts  and  evidence,  the  inequality, 
which  is  evident,  is  not  to  be  wondered  at.  This 
proposition  remedies  the  inequality  j  the  proviso 
was  not  perfectly  agreea'ble  to  his  vnshes ;  but  as 
it  refers  tne  number  of  fileetors  to  a  scale  of  repre- 
sentation ascertained  by  an  actual  enumerauon, 
and  at  the  same  time  will  remove  the  probalality 
of  confusion  by  making  each  State  uniform  wita 
others  as  to  the  rule  of  nxinff  the  number  of  Elect- 
ors,'  he  should  vote  for  it.  This  was  a  great  object 
attained.  It  is  not  a  difficult  thing  to  foresee^ 
without  jealousy  or  suspicion,  diat,  unless  the 
States  are  uniform  as  to  the  rme  of  apportioning^ 
Electors,  the  repose  of  the  Union  m^t  be  vio- 
lated. Should  mis  law  refer  to  am  apportionmoit 
to  be  hereafter  made  by  Ccmgress,  this  event 
might  take  place.  A  disagreement  might  ha]^>en 
between  this  House  and  the  Senate,  and,  in  tht 
tumults  and  eontmnacy  by  which  they  might  be 
ag[itated  towards  each  other,  no  apportionment 
might  be  made ;  in  this  situation  the  Executive 
wcmld  be  left  at  the  mercy  of  the  two  Houses,  and 
the  order  of  thin^  violently  deranged.  But  even 
if  the  peoide,  havii^  a  census  before  them,  though 
not  acted  on  by  (ingress,  were  to  maxe  theif 
elections  agreeably  to  what  might  be  their  respect- 
ive ideas  of  the  apportionment  to  which  the  cen^ 
sus  apparently  entitled  them,  yet  we  are  not  cer* 
titin  that  they  would  all  act  by  a  uniform  rule; 
and,  if  they  acted  without  such  rule,  there  might 
appear  before  the  tribunal  of  the  punlic  two  Pre- 
sidents, or  two  men  of  great  power  claiming  die 
Presidency  of  America.  This  would  be  an  erik 
of  great  and  alarming  size,  and  one  which  he  30 
much  deprecated,  that  he  willi&ffly  yielded  to  tM 
proviso,  which  he  thought  would  tend  to  lessen 
the  opportunity  by  winch  designing  men  could 
efibct  It. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  read  the  third 
time  to-morrow. 


Wed^^esdav,  February  15. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  An  act 
relative  to  the  election  of  a  Preddent  and  Vioe 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  declaring  the 
officer  who  shall  act  as  President  in  case  at  va- 
cancies in  the  offices  both  of  President  and  Vioi 
President,"  together  with  the  amendments  theve>» 
to,  was  r^  the  third  time  and  passed*      -^ 
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of  public  money  between  the  Ist  of  October  and 
the  31st  of  December,  1791,  inclusive ;  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  Mr.  FiTzsi- 
M0N8,  Mr.  Laurancb.  and  Mr.  Ames. 

The  Speaker  laid  oefore  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  covering  his 
report  on  the  petition  of  the  executors  of  Edward 
Games,  deceased ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  Monday  next. 

A  memorial  of  the  merchants  of  New  York  tra- 
ding to  India  and  China  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  the  patronage  and  en- 
couragement of  tne  General  Groyernment,  either 
by  prohibiting  foreigners  from  interfering^  in  the 
said  trade,  or  making  a  greater  difference  than  now 
exists  between  duties  on  ffoods  imported  into  the 
United  States  immediately  from  Asia  and  those 
brought  by  the  way  of  Europe. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  examine  whether  any,  and 
what,  alterations  are  necessary  to  be  made  in  the 
-acts  establishing  the  Treasury  and  War  Depart- 
ments, made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  order- 
ed to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Tuesday  next. 

PETITION  OP  JOHN  CHURCHMAN. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
•the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  John  Churchman.    Whereupon. 

Jieaolvedj  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
said  report,  in  the  words  following : 

**  That  the  said  Churchman,  having  pursued  his  inqui- 
ries into  his  theoiy  of  the  variation  of  the  magnetic 
needle,  has  found  a  number  of  observations,  made  in 
diflferent  parts  of  the  world,  which  confinn  his  hypothe- 
ma ;  that,  animated  by  this  circumstance,  and  applauded 
ibr  his  ingenuity  by  several  learned  societies  in  Europe, 
which  have  looked  up  to  him  for  the  prosecution  of  nii 
plan  for  establishing  the  truth  of  his  theoiy,  he  has  been 
emboldened  to  ask  again  the  aid  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  to  enable  him  to  gratify  the 
expectations  of  the  philosophical  world,  and  to  put  lus 
theory  to  an  immediate  and  the  strictest  scrutiny.  The 
committee  are  free  to  declare  it  as  their  opinion,  that 
Mr.  Churchman's  ingenuity,  displayed  in  proposing  and 
supporting  his  theory,  and  his  labcnrs  in  prosecuting  lus 
examination  thereof^  entitle  him  to  the  applause  of  die 
enlightened  world,  and  to  the  encouragement  and  sup- 
port of  his  coiutry.  And  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee Uiat,  as  a  more  perfect  knowledge  of  the  laws  of 
magnetism,  and  the  variation  of  the  magnetic  needle,  is 
greatiy  to  be  desired,  as  it  would  lurmsh  a  ready  means 
of  adiusting  and  preventing  disputes  respecting  the 
boundaries  of  ancient  surveys  of  land,  and  of  correcting 
many  inaccaracies  in  geographical  charts,  and  in  the 
journals  of  the  courses  and  distances  run  by  vessels  at 
sea,  every  possible  encouragement  ought  to  be  given  to 
all  persons  who,  by  their  theories,  confirmed  by  observa- 
tions, contribute  towards  the  perfecting  this  desirable 
knowledge ;  and  that,  as  the  United  States  are  peculiar- 
ly interMted  in  whatever  can  adjust  or  prevent  disputes 
belireen  tfaeb  oitiaens,  and  can  unprove  geography  and 


navigation, '  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  mi^, 
with  great  propriety,  patronize  such  a  person  as  mt, 
Churdunan,  and  grant  him  sach  aid  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  enable  him  to  prosecute  his  laudable  mquiries  to 
good  efiect ;'  but  tiie  committee  submit  to  the  wisdom  of 
the  House  to  say  whether,  in  .the  present  drcumstances 
of  the  United  States,  such  grant  shall  now  be  made. 
As  to  that  part  of  tiie  memorial  which  states  that,  in 
the  act  for  the  encouragement  of  learning,  by  securing 
the  copies  of  maps,  charts,  and  books,  to  their  authors 
and  proprietors,  the  penal^  annexed  to  the  oflences  of 
copymg  such  maps  and  charts  was  too  small,  and  by  no 
means  adequate  to  the  o£^ce,  and  praying  for  an  act 
to  amend  the  same,  the  committee  are  of.  opinion  that 
the  prayer  of  the  memorialist  is  reasonable,  and  that  the 
copyright  of  maps,  charts,  tables,  and  prints,  ought  to 
be  secured  to  their  req>ective  authors,  or  their  assigns, 
by  greater  penalties  than  those  dedsiedin  the  act  afore- 
said." 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pur- 
suant to  the  said  report,  and  that  Mr.  Page,  Afr. 
Goodhue,  and  Mr.  uregg,  do  prepare  and  bring 
in  the  same. 

MILITIA  BILL. 

The  House  asain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wliole  House  on  the  bill  more  ef- 
fectually to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by 
establishing  a  uniform  Militia  throughout  the 
United  States ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 


Thursday,  March  1. 

Mr.  Goodhue,  from  the  joint  committee  of  the 
two  Houses  appointed  to  consider  and  report  what 
business  is  necessary  to  be  done  by  Congress  in 
the  present  session,  made  a  report;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Williamson,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed, presented  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An 
act  to  promote  the  profipress  of  Useful  Arts ;"  which 
was  received,  and  read  the  first  time. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  more  effect- 
ually to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by  estab- 
lishmg  a  uniform  Militia  throughout  the  United 
States ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

PROTECTION  OP  THE  FRONTIERS. 

Mr.  Sedqwici^  from  the  manasers  appointed  on 
the  part  of  the  House  to  attend  the  conference 
with  the  Senate  on  the  subject-matter  of  the 
amendment  depending  between  the  two  Houses 
to  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  making  further  and 
more  effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  States/'  made  a  report 
Whereupon, 

Beeolved,  That  this  House  doth  recede  from 
their  disagreement  to  the  amendment  of  the  Se- 
nate for  striking  out  the  fourteenth  section  of  the 
said  bill ;  also,  that  this  House  doth  recede  from 
their  disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the  Se^ 
nate  to  the  sixteenth  section,  and  doth  affree  to 
the  said  several  amendments  without  amendment. 

Be$olvedy  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  an 


43S 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


434 


March,  1799.] 


Protection  of  the  Frontier, 


[H.  OF  R; 


smendmeiit  and  modificati<m  of  the  fifteenth  sec- 
tion, to  read  as  follows : 

^  And  be  it  ^rther  enacted.  That  the  President  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  authorized,  tcom  time  to  time,  to  call 
into  sendee,  and  for  such  periods  as  he  may  deem  re- 
quisite, such  number  of  cavaliy  as,  in  his  judgment,  may 
be  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers :  Prth 
vided.  That  the  non-commissioned  officers  shall  not  be 
aUowed  more  than  one  dollar  per  day,  nor  the  priyates 
more  than  seventy-five  cents  per  day,  each  person  find- 
ing his  horse,  arms,  and  accoutrements,  and  at  his  own 
riidc,  and  twenty-five  cents  per  day  in  lieu  of  rations  and 
ibrage,  provided  he  furnish  himself  therewith." 

Ordered^  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  ac- 
quaint the  Senate  therewith. 


Friday,  March  2. 

A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  pro- 
mote the  progress  of  Useful  Arts"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Friday  next 

Orderedy  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  for  reducing  the 
rates  of  postage  on  newspapers ;  and  that  Mr.  Ger- 
ry, Mr.  Murray,  and  Mr.  Findley,  be  the  said 
committee. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
diat  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled  ^^  An 
act  to  ascertain  and  regulate  the  claims  to  half- 
pay  and  to  invalid  pensions,"  with  several  amend- 
ments, to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 

tre  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  for  finishing  the 

rht-house  on  Bald  Head,  at  the  mouth  of  Cape 
^r  river,  in  North  Carolina ;  and  that  Mr.  Grove, 
Mr.  Key,  and  Mr.  Barnwell,  be  the  said  com- 
mittee. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  modification 
of  the  amendments  dependiufi^  between  the  two 
Houses  to  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  making 
further  and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States,"  con- 
formably to  the  report  of  the  Joint  Committee  of 
Conference. 

The  House  a^in  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  more  effect- 
uallj  to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by  estab- 
Ibhing  a  uniform  Militia  throughout  the  United 
States ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose,  and  reported  several  amendments 
thereto.  Ordered,  That  the  said  report  do  lie  on 
the  table. 

A  memorial  and  petition  of  the  Directors  of  the 
Ohio  Company  of  Associates  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praving  that  Congress  will  grant 
them  such  terms  ana  conditions  for  the  comple- 
tion of  their  contract  with  the  late  Board  of  Trea- 
sury, and  for  confirming  their  title  to  the  tract  of 
land  then  purchased,  as  will  relieve  them  from 
the  danger,  difficulty^  and  distress,  in  which  the 
said  company  are  now  mvol ved,  from  causes  which 
have  arisen  since  the  purchase,  and  which  were 
then  wholly  unforeseen. 


Ordered.  That  the  said  memorial  and  petition 
be  referred  to  Mr.  Sedgwick.  Mr.  Findley,  Mr. 
Benson,  Mr.  Learned,  and  Mr.  Baldwin  ;  that 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report 
the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  ike 
House. 


Saturday,  March  3. 

Apetition  of  Timothy  Pickering,  Q,uartermas> 
ter  General,  praying  that  the  officers  of  the  Trea- 
sury may  be  autnorized  to  apply  a  certain  sum  of 
money,  neretofore  granted  to  discharge  claims 
a^inst  his  Department,  to  the  payment  of  demands 
of  certain  puolic  creditors  in  tne  State  of  New 
York,  who  the  petitioner  conceives  are,  from  their 
peculiar  circumstances,  unju^y  .precluded  by  the 
act  of  limitation.  Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  with  instruction  to  examine  the  same, 
and  report  his  opinion  thereupon  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Goodhue^  from  the  committee  appointecl^ 
reported  a  ^^  bill  for  enrolling  and  licensme  ships 
and  vessel^  employed  in  the  coastinfi^  trade  and 
fisheries,  and  for  regulating  the  same." 

Mr.  Findley  presented  nine  petitions  from  the 
inhabitants  of  Chester  county,  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,praying  a  revision  of  the  Excise  law. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  amendments  offered  by  the  Senate,  to  the  "biU 
to  ascertain  and  reg[ulate  the  claims  to  half-pay 
and  to  invalid  pensions."  Some  they  agreed  to, 
and  disagreed  to  others. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  together  with  a  copy  of  the 
Return  made  to  him  of  the  number  of  the  Inha- 
bitants within  the  District  of  South  Carolina. 

A  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
respecting  compensations  to  •  the  Commissioners 
of  Loans,  was  read  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, consisting  of  Messrs.  B.  Bourne,  Merger 
and  Tucker. 


Monday,  March  5. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  accompanying  a  copy 
of  the  laws  adopted  and  published  by  the  Governor 
and  Judges  of  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the 
Ohio,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-one;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  George  Turner,  one  of  the  Judges  of 
the  said  Territory. 

Mr.  Grove,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented, according^  to  order,  a  bill  for  finishing  the 
HjB^ht-house  on  Baldhead,  at  the  mouth  of  Cape 
Fear  river,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina;  which 
was  received  and  read  twice  and  committed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  certain  widows,  orphans,  in- 
valids, and  other  persons,"  with  several  amend- 
ments; to  which  tney  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  oi 
the  United  States,  communicating  to  the  House 
the  translation  of  a  Letter  from  the  Eling  of 
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France)  announcing  his  acceptance  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  that  Kingdom.  These  were  read  and 
kid  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  they  insbt  on  all  the  amendments  proposed 
by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  to  ascertain  and  regulate 
the  claims  to  half-pay  and  invalid  pensions ;  and 
propose  a  conference  on  the  subjects  of  disagree- 
ment 

A  committee  of  conference  was  appointed  on 
the  disagreement  between  the  House  and  Senate, 
respecting  the  bill  to  ascertain  and  regulate  the 
claims  to  half-pay  and  invalid  pensions.  Com- 
mittee, Messrs.  LivERMORE,  Murray,  Kitchell. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  relief  of  certain  widows,  &c.,  were 
ready  and  laid  on  the  table. 

MILITIA  BILL. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend* 
ments  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to  the  biH  more  eflTectually  to  provide  for 
the  national  defence  Yjy  establishing  an  uniform 
Militia  throughout  the  United  States;  and  the  same 
tfeing  sevenuly  read,  some  were  agreed  to,  and 
Others  disagreed  to.  The  said  bill  was  then  further 
amended ;  and,  together  with  the  amendments,  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
tttorrow. 


TtnesnAY,  March  6. 

A  memorial  of  the  Trustees  of  the  University 
df  North  Carolina  was  j^resented  to  the  House  and 
read,  praying  to  be  reimbursed  for  the  value  of 
certain  tracts  of  land  in  the  Western  Territory  of 
the  said  State,  which  were  a  donation  to  the  said 
tJniversity  from  Benjamin  Smith,  Esquire,  and 
have  been  since  ceded  to  the  Indians,  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  United  States,  at  the  Treaty  of 
Hopewell. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

A  petition  of  Andrew  Jackson  was  presented 
to  the  House  and  read,  praying  compensation  for 
kis  services  as  Attorney  for  the  District  of  Miro, 
in  the  Territory  South  of  the  Ohio.  Referred  to 
tbie  Attorney  General,  with  instruction  to  examine 
the  sanke,  and  report  nis  opinion  thereupon  to  the 
House. 

MILITIA  BILL. 

An  engrossed  bill  more  effectually  to  provide 
for  the  national  defence,  by  establishing  an  uni- 
form Militia  throughout  the  United  States,  was 
tead  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled 
Up:  and,  on  the  question  that  the  said  bill  do  pass, 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  31,  nays 
27;  as  follows: 

TiASd — Fisher  Ames,  John  Baptiflt  Ashe,  Robert 
Barnwell,  Egbert  Benson,  Elias  tfoudinot,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Abraham  Clark,  Thomas  Fitzaimons,  Elbridge 
Gerry,  William  B.  Giles,  Benjamin  G^oodhue,  WilliiuQ 
Barry  Grove,  James  HiUhouse,  Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kitch- 
«U,  John  Laurance,  Amasa  Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee, 
James  Madison,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederi<^  Augustus 
Muhlenberg,  William  Tans  Murray,  Theodore  Sedg- 
wick, Israel  Bmitii,  WiOiam  Smith,  John  Steele,  Samuel 


SteiTett,  Jnncthan  Stuigas,  PibIw  Sylnsater,  Abanteoi 
Yenable,  and  Alexander  White. 

NATft>^-*Abraham  Baldwin,  Sheaijadiub  Bourne, 
William  Findley,  NicholM  Gilman,  James  Goidozi, 
Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin^  Danid  Heister,  Samuel 
Livermore,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  John  Francis  Mercery  Na^ 
thaaiel  Niles,  John  Fage,  Joaiah  Paifker,  Cornelius  0» 
Sehoonaiaker,  Joshua  Senej.  Jeremiah  Smith*  Thomas 
Sumpter,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Thomas 
Tudor  Tucker,  John  Vining,  Jeremiah  Wadswoith.  Ar- 
temas  Ward»  Anthony  Wayne,  Hugh  Williamson*  and 
Francis  Willis. 

Mr.  Gerry,  from  the  GOHUuittee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  for  reducing  the  rates  of  postage  on 
newspapers ;  vtrfaich  was  received,  and  read  the  first 
time. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing his  Report,  made  pursuant  to  two  orders  of 
this  House,  of  the  first  and  second  oi  November 
last;  the  first  directing  the  said  Secretary  to  re* 
port  to  the  House  such  information  as  he  majf 
nave  obtained  respecting  any  difficulties  whicM 
may  have  occurred  in  the  execution  of  the  act 
^repealing,  after  the  last  day  of  June  next,  th« 
duties  heretofore  laid  upon  distilled  spirits  im- 
ported from  abroad,  and  laying  others  in  theit 
stead  j  and,  also,  upon  spirits  distilled  withwthe 
United  States,  and  fbr  appropriating  the  same;" 
together  with  his  oinnion  tnereupon.  The  second 
directing  him  to  report  to  the  House  whether  any, 
and  what,  alterations  in  favor  of  the  spirits,  whien 
shall  be  distilled  from  articles  of  the  growth  fk 
produce  of  the  United  States,  or  from  foreign  ar* 
tides  within  the  same,  can,  in  his  opinion,  be 
made  in  the  act  for  laying  duties  upcm  spirits  di^ 
tilled  within  the  United  States,  consistently  with 
its  main  design,  and  with  the  maintenance  of  th« 
public  faith;  wnich  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 


WEmvBsnAT,  MATch  7. 

A  bin  for  reducing  the  rates  of  postage  on  news- 
papers was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  Friday  next. 

A  petition  of  Elizabeth  Lovell,  relict  of  Robert 
LfOvell,  deceased,  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  praying  to  receive  the  depreciation  of  pay 
due  to  her  said  husband,  for  his  services  as  a  Lieu- 
tenant, during  the  late  war. 

Mr.  Page,  from  the  committee  anpointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  **  An  act  for 
the  Encouragement  of  Learning,  by  securing  the 
copies  of  maps,  charts,  and  books,  to  the  authors 
and  proprietors  of  such  copies,  during  the  times 
therein  mentioned."  Also,  a  bill  ''to  enable  John 
Churchman  to  prosecute  certain  observations  and 
discoveries  relative  to  the  Northern  magnetic 
point ;"  which  were  received  and  read  the  first  time« 

WIDOWS,  ORPHAIfS,  Ac 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amen4» 
ments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  widows,  orphans, 
invalids,  and  other  persons;"  and  the  same  being 
read,  some  were  agreed  to,  and  others  disagreed  to. 
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Orderedi  TJbyM.lh0C)kckdoaeqiiaint  the  Senate 
therewith* 

A  motion  wae  made  and  aeeoaded,  that  the 
Bouse  do  eome  to  the  following  lesolution: 

*^Re9okei,  That  the  Secntaij  of  the  Tnasiury  be 
diiMled  to  repeit  to  this  House  im  opinioii  of  the  best 
mode  lor  raismg  the  edditieBal  supplies  veqeasite  for  the 
eouiiigyesr:" 

And,  debate  arising  thereon,  an  adjonmment 
was  called  for  and  carried. 


TflvmspAT,  Mareh  8. 

A  bill  to  amend  the  apt,  entitled,  ^  An  act  for 
the  Bneouragement  of  Learning,  by  aecoring  the 
oopiee  of  maps,  charts,  and  books,  to  the  authors 
and  ftoipnetan  of  sucn  copies,  during  the  times 
therem  mentioned,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  oi 
the  Whde  House  on  Wednesday  next. 

A  bill  to  enable  John  Churchman  to  ^oseeute 
eertain  observations  and  discoveries  relatiye  to  the 
Northern  magnetie  point,  was  read  the  second  tone, 
and  ordered  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
oa  Monday  se'nnight 

Mr.  Sbdowiok,  firom  the  committee  to  whom 
ipes  referred  the  memorial  and  petition  of  the  IH- 
vectors  of  the  Ohio  Company  of  Aspociates,  made 
a  report;  whieh  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on 
Tuesday  next. 

A  petition  of  Henry  Laurens,  of  Charleston,  in 
the  State  of  South  Carolina,  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  that  a  claim  presented, 
and  referred  to  the  gfecretary  of  War,  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  and  by  him  reported  on,  may 
now  be  consid^ed  and  decided  on. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Smith,  of  S.  C,  Mr.  Wbitb,  and  Mr.  Clark; 
tiiat  thegr  do  examine  the  matter  thereof^  and  report 
the  same,  with  their  opinion  thoreupon,  to  the 
House. 

ABDmONAL  SUPPLIES. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday,  in  the  words  foUpwing: 

/^Mi^obml,  That  the  ^ecistsiy  of  the  Tntwj  he 
djvected  to  report  to  this  House  his  opinion  of  the  biest 
mode  for  rsismg  the  additional  sappljes  requisite  ibr  the 
ensuing  year." 

Mr.  Seuowiok  said,  that  when  the  law  was 
passed  constituting  the  Department  of  the  Trea- 
sury, and  makinjg  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to 
veport  to  the  Legislature  plans  for  the  management 
and  improvement  of  the  revenue,  he  had  fondly 
indulged  the  hope  that  a  great  principle  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Qovemment  had  been  so  far 
settled  that  it  would  not  have  been  called  in  ques* 
tion  at  so  early  a  period.  This  principle  he  then 
and  still  understood  to  be,  that  a  great  officer 
should,  by  ajppointment  for  that  purpose  and  an 
adequate  saWy.  be  responsible  to  the  community 
to  piroduoe  to  the  consideration  of  the  National 
l^e^lature,  such  systematic  arrangements  in  the 
intricate  business  of  finance,  as  should  ^ve  the 
highest  assurance  of  the  support  of  puhhc  credit 


with  the  least  possiUe  burden  to  the  citizens  of 
America.  That  if  this  great  principle  remained 
still  to  be  determined,  he  ardently  wished  that  we 
might  profit  by  the  experience  of  other  nations^ 
ana  by  our  own:  that  ne  knew  of  no  nation  that 
suffered  under  the  weight  of  a  public  debt,  biit 
had  found  it  indispensable  to  its  welfare  to  appoint 
some  officer,  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  superin- 
tend this  important  branch  of  buuness;  ana  that, 
without  sucB  appointment,  it  was  impossible  for 
him  to  c<mceive  that  an  orderly  administration  df 
the  finances  could  be  effected.  It  was  not  long 
since,  that  all  America  had  attempted  to  provkle 
tix  the  public  exigencies, by  the  undigested  schemes 
of  legiuating  financiers.  The  effects  are  remem* 
bered  by  all;  the  revenue  was  incomparably  less 
produetive,  and  yet  the  people  infinitely  more  bur- 
dened than  at  present  These  facts  would  render 
any  other  arguments  superfluous  with  those  who 
believed  that  experience  was  the  best  guide  to 
weti-founded  political  conclusions.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  if  gentlemen  were  disposed  to  calcu- 
late on  the  dau.  atfbrded  by  imagination,  and  to 
build  systems  on  argruments  a  priori,  not  only  im- 
sanctioiied  by  experiment,  but  iu  oppositioa  to  all 
experience,  we  might  renaer  the  debts  we  owed—* 
which  had  been  justly  styled  the  price  of  liberty, 
and  for  which  therefore: we  were  under  the  hk^h- 
est  obligation  to  provide — an  intolerable  bur£ia. 
For  he  would  venture  to  pronounce,  that  the  mear 
snres  which  would  result  from  such  a  desultory 
mode  of  procedure,  would  create  grievous  exac- 
tions on  our  constituents,  disappoint  the  expecta- 
tions of  Qovemment,  ana  prove  inadequate  to  the 
support  of  public  credit. 
By  these  observations,  he  did  not  mean  to  dero- 

Ste  from  the  r^iponsinility  oi  the  character  of 
e  House  collectively,  or  or  any  individual  mem- 
ber of  it.  There  mignt  be  many  who  had  suffi- 
cient talents  ably  to  preside  in  the  management  of 
our  finances,  provided  their  minds  were  confined 
to  the  contemplation  of  that  awi^jeet  alone.  But 
it  should  be  temembered,  that  while  separated  in 
the  recess  of  the  Legislature,  the  avocations  of 
professions,  or  other  business,  left  to  most  of  the 
members  but  little  leisure  for  the  investigation  df 
political  questions;  that  while  in  session,  thev  were 
obliged  to  pay  attention  to  every  subject  c»  legis- 
lation committed  to  the  National  ijk>vemment. 
That,  considering  the  limited  faculties  of  the  hu- 
man mind,  he  did  not  think  gentlemen  should  feel 
themselves  wounded  in  reputaticxi,  by  the  suppo- 
sition that  they  were  not,  collectively,  minutely 
acquainted  with  every  branch  of  science,  a  know- 
ledge of  which  might  be  involved  in  the  subjects 
of  our  legislation.  Without  such  an  extent  of  in- 
formation and  science,  a  man  raifht  be  an  excel- 
lent legislator;  otherwise  the  husmess  of  popukr 
legislation  must  altogether  oease,  or  be  very  badly 
managed.  It  would  not  produce  the  smallest  un- 
easiness in  his  mind,  to  have  it  universally  knowigi 
that  he  pretended  not  to  the  deep  Imowledlge  of  ju- 
risprudence of  the  Attorney  Qeneral.  the  acquaifit- 
ance  of  the  Secretary  of  State  with  the  political 
interests  and  relations  <^  the  community,  or  die 
profound  knowledge  of  the  Secretary  of  tne  Trea* 
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sury  of  the  intricate  subjects  of  finance.  Yet  he 
felt  some  de^ee  of  confidence  in  the  ability  which 
he  possessed,  of  judging  of  the  expediency  of 
adopting  sucn  measures  as  those  officers  should 
recommend.  He  observed,  that  the  House,  ever 
since  the  organization  of  tne  Executive  Depart- 
ments, had  conducted  as  if  convinced  of  the  just- 
ness of  this  reasoning,  by  their  frequent  references 
to  the  Heads  of  these  Departments.  That,  par* 
ticularly,  when  it  had  been  suggested  that  the 
Judicial  system  required  amendment,  the  subject 
had  been  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  At- 
torney General.  That  when  the  commerce  of  the 
country  came  under  deliberation,'  it  was  referred 
to  the  Secretary  of  State.  That  these  subjects 
comprehended  the  most  important  and  dearest  in- 
terests of  the  people.  That  he  heartily  concurred 
in  those  references,  and  would  take  the  liberty  to 
add,  that  they  had  the  support  of  the  gentlemen 
who  were  now  so  strenuous  in  opposition  to  the 
present  motion.  That  if  the  House  was  then  right, 
those  would  not  be  wronff  who  were  in  favor  of 
this  question.  He  observed,  that  gentlemen,  in  the 
two  cases  which  in  argument  they  had  supported, 
had  given  verv  opposite  opinions  of  the  collective 
character  of  tne  members  of  the  House.  When 
they  were  considering  them  solely  devising  the 
ways  and  means  necessary  to  supply  the  deficiency 
of  tne  revenue,  they  gave  them  all  the  qualities  of 
profound  financiers ;  but  when  they  were  to  con- 
sider the  reports  of  the  Secretary,  tney  became  at 
once  transformed  into  resistless  dupes,  incapable 
of  manly  investi^tion,  and  quietly  sailing  down 
the  stream  of  Mmisterial  influence.  Did  gentle- 
men feeL  in  the  latter  instance,  the  want  of  that 
independence  of  spirit  which  is  necessary  to  ena- 
ble them  to  investigate  and  decide  for  themselves? 
If  so,  they  would  want  much  of  that  greatness  of 
character  which  would  enable  them,  in  the  former 
case,  to  act  for  the  public  benefit.  It  appeared,  by 
what  gentlemen  had  said  during  the  course  of  the 
debate,  that  members  were  not  to  be  absolutely 
restricted  from  receiving  every  species  of  informa- 
tion on  this  interesting  subject  from  the  man  who 
was  constitutionally  selected  as  the  best  qualified 
to  give  it,  and  amply  paid  by  the  public  to  devote 
all  his  time  and  talents  to  understand  and  com- 
municate respecting  it.  It  was,  however,  curious 
to  observe  the  nari;ow  limits  within  wiuch  that 
information  was  to  be  restricted,  and  the  incom- 
prehensible mode  by  which  it  was  to  be  obtained. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  MadisonJ 
who  had  heretofore  approved  the  references  which 
he  had  mentioned^  to  the  Attorney  G^eral  and 
to  the  Secretary  of^  State,  and  who  nad  given  efiS- 
cient  aid  in  making  it  oy  law  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report  plans  for  the 
management  and  improvement  of  the  revenue — 
had,  on  this  occasion,  taken  some  pains  to  show 
the  consistency  of  his  political  conduct,  by  attempt- 
ing to  prove  that  management  and  improvement 
impliea  neither  project  nor  appropriation.  This 
gentleman  had  ff  iven  in  detail  the  several  proceed- 
mgs  which  oujnit  to  take  place  to  obtain  on  one 
himd  the  benefit  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Secre- 
tary, and  to  maintain  on  the  other  the  indepen- 


dency of  the  House.  Thus,  according  to  his  plan, 
was  the  business  to  be  pursued.  The  House  was, 
in  the  first  place,  to  call  on  the  Secretary  for  a 
state  of  facts;  it  was  then  to  resolve  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  form  opinions;  these 
opinions  were  then  to  be  referred  to  the  Secretary, 
for  him  to  report  respecting  them  a  systematic 
arrangement.  Let  this  scheme,  so  far  as  it  is  in- 
telli^le,  be  examined.  First,  the  House  is  to 
obtain  from  the  Secretary  a  state  of  facts.  The 
House  had  been  left  to  conjecture  to  what  sub- 
jects those  facts  were  to  relate.  We  already  knew 
the  deficiency  to  be  provided  for — the  subjects  of 
revenue,  such  as  were  pre-occupied,  and  such  as 
still  remained  untouched;  we  also  knew  how  far 
those  which  had  been  occupied  were  productive. 
These  facts  were  already  known;  we  must  not  re- 
ceive any  opinions  or  argumentative  deductions  re- 
specting them;  this  would  go  in  destruction  of  the 
independence  and  purity  of  the  House,  and  some 

gentlemen  seemed  to  suppose,  to  the  su aversion  of 
berty.  The  facts,  whatever  they  might  be,  were 
to  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  who, 
as  financiers,  were  to  form  opinions  respecting 
them;  and  tnose  opinions  were  to  be  sent  to  the 
Secretary  for  a  systematic  arrangement,  and  this 
systematic  arrangement  was  to  be  made  without 
suggesting  any  opinion.  How  this  was  to  be  done 
the  gentlemen  had  not  been  pleased  to  declare. 
We  only  knew  that  no  opinions  were  to  be  re- 
commended to  the  adoption  of  the  House.  This 
was  the  dreadful  enemy  to  our  independence  and 
freedom,  that  was  to  be  avoided  witn  the  utmost 
caution.  He  himself  had  hitherto  supposed,  that 
a  systematic  arrangement  for  the  execution  of  a 
complicated  and  intricate  subject,  could  not  be 
made  without  su^esting  many  opinions.  That 
he  believed  this  singular,  and  as  yet  inexplicable, 
scheme  of  forming  systematic  arrangements  with- 
out opinions^  would  be  as  curious  as  it  would  be 
new  in  practice. 

He  said,  no  gentleman  could  doubt  but  that  the 
plans  of  tne  Minister  would  find  their  way  into 
the  House,  if  regularly  introduced,  as  they  had 
hitherto  been.  The  officer,  whoever  he  mi^nt  be, 
would  be  responsible  at  least  in  reputation  to 
America  and  to  the  world,  which  alone  would 
form  the  stron^st  motives  to  indusjtry  and  integ- 
rity in  the  various  plans  he  should  recommend. 
That  it  appeared  to  him,  that  gentlemen  who  so 
strenuously  opposed  the  present  motion,  would,  if 
they  should  succeed  in  their  wishes,  destroy  most 
of  the  benefits  intended  by  the  institution  of  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  wholly 
screen  the  officer  from  every  species  of  responsi- 
bility. 

Mr.  Goodhue  supported  the  reference.  He 
geneially  remarked,  that  in  his  opinion  the  most 
eligible  mode  to  be  adopted  for  raising  the  sup- 

{)lies  on  the  present  occasion  would  be  oy  way  of 
oan.  He  then  entered  into  a  consideration  of^the 
various  objects  which  ought  to  be  within  the  know- 
ledge of  every  man  who  pretends  to  manag[e  the 
finances  of  a  country.  He  did  not  think  it  any 
derogation  from  the  character  of  any  member  of 
the  House  to  suppose  that  they  were  less  com* 
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petent  to  a  thorough  investigation  of  fiscal  ar- 
ran^ments  than  an  indiyidaaTwho  had  made  the 
subject  the  particular  object  of  his  study  and  at- 
tention. The  mischievous  consequences  of  com- 
mitting these  arrangements  to  numbers,  had  been 
severely  felt  in  some  of  the  States;  in  tne  present 
case  the  House  does  not,  however,  commit  its 
judgment — ^it  is  at  liberty  to  approve  or  reject — 
and  the  measure,  in  fact,  is  only  taking  the  best 
means  to  get  the  best  information. 

Mr.  Page. — I  shall  always  vote  against  a  motion 
for  applying  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for 
information  respecting  the  means  of  procuring  the 
sums  of  money  necessary  for  the  exigencies  of 
Crovemment.  It  is  no  argument  to  me  to  be  told, 
that  the  act  which  established  the  Department,  at 
the  head  of  which  that  officer  is  placeo,  authorizes 
that  motion.  That  act  may  be  plead  as  obligatory 
on  the  Secretary  to  reply  to  such  inquiry  when 
made  by  Congpress,  but  not  to  induce  this  House 
to  make  such  inquiry.  When  that  act,  which  is 
now  urged  in  justification  of  the  motion  before  the 
House,  was  under  the  consideration  of  the  House 
which  formed  it,  I  raised  my  feeble  voice  against 
it.  I  endeavored  to  show,  that  the  powers  ^ven 
to  an  officer,  who  was  appointed  by  the  President 
and  Senate,  and  removeable  by  the  President  alone, 
were  such  as  were  utterly  incompatible  with  the 
principles  of  the  Constitution,  and  perhaps  with 
the  letter  of  it  as  that  does  not  permit  even  the 
independent  Senate,  the  Representatives  of  the 
Legislatures  oi  the  several  States,  to  originate  a 
money  bill.  I  remarked,  that  if  the  bill  passed,  it 
would  verify  the  predictions  of  theanti-Federdists, 
as  they  were  called,  and  would  alarm  many  friends 
of  the  new  Government.  I  observed  that  the  prac- 
tice of  the  former  Congress,  which  was  adduced 
as  a  precedent  for  such  applications  to  the  Secre- 
tary for  his  statements  and  reports,  was  not  a  case 
in  point :  as  the  Congress,  under  the  Confederation, 
was  looked  upon  as  a  mere  diplomatic  body,  whose 
acts  were  revised,  approved,  or  rejected  by  tne  State 
Assemblies — whicn  shows  that  it  was  immaterial 
who  planned  the  schemes  of  finance*-whence  in- 
formation was  derived,  or  who  drew  the  acts  of 
the  then  Congress,  as  tney  were  not,  as  the  laws 
of  the  present  Confess  are,  paramount  to  the  laws 
of  all  tne  States.  1  contended,  sir,  that  it  was  the 
peculiar  duty  of  this  House,  to  originate  money 
Dills,  and  to  devise  ways  and  means,  as  they  are 
called.  I  am  still  most  decidedly  of  the  same  opin- 
ion; and  I  think  with  the  member  from  Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr.  FrrzsiMONs]  that  such  a  reference  to 
the  Secretanr  of  the  Treasury  is  a  dereliction  of 
our  duty,  ana  an  abandonment  of  the  trust  reposed 
in  us ;  and  that  many  other  references  must  have 
the  appearance  of  an  unbecoming  indolence.  I 
am  also  of  opinion  with  the  member  from  Geor- 
^a.  [Mr.  Baldwin,]  that  if  ever  we  make  a  stand. 
It  should  be  on  this  eround.  I  will  add,  that  it  is 
high  time  to  make  that  stand.  For  a  bill  having 
passed,  which  was  opposed  as  dangerous  to  the  Con- 
stitution, and  utterly  incompatible  with  the  princi- 
ples of  a  free  Government,  and  indeed  as  inconsist- 
ent with  the  plain  construction,  and  I  may  say  the 
Tery  letter  ofour  own  Constitution;  and  that  bill 


being  now  appealed  to  as  a  justification  of  a  mo- 
tion which  can  be  supported  on  no  other  princi- 
ples, but  such  as  may  be  used  to  subvert  our  Go- 
vernment, and  to  introduce  a  Monarchy,  as  un- 
limited as  that  lately  abolished  in  France;  for 
surely  if  more  wisdom  can  be  found  in  a  few  Heads 
of  Departments,  than  in  the  whole  Representative 
body  of  the  people — and  if  those  Heads  can  be 
made  responsible^  whilst  the  Representatives  are 
free  from  responsibility,  and  despatch  and  energy 
can  be  obtained  without  the  expense  of  a  Congress, 
or  of  this  House  at  least,  I  see  not  why  the  people 
might  not  make  a  favorite  President  as  aroolute 
as  the  Kinffs  of  France  have  been,  and  call  on 
Congress,  Tike  the  Parliaments  of  Paris,  only  to 
register  his  edicts.  I  say,  as  this  is  the  case,  it  is 
high  time  to  make  a  stand.  But  we  are  told,  that 
the  Heads  of  Departments  are  recognised  by  the 
Constitution,  and  the  business  now  required  of  one 
of  them  sanctioned  by  law;  and  we  are  also  told 
of  precedents  estabhshing  and  authorizing^  this 
moae  of  proceeding.  It  is  surely,  then,  high  time 
for  every  member  who  views  that  law  and  such 
proceedings  under  it,  in  the  light  I  do,  to  join  with 
the  member  from  Georgia,  and  make  a  stand,  as 
he  calb  it.  And  I  trust,  sir,  that  rather  than  suffisr 
that  law  to  be  thus  resorted  to,  they  will  unite  to 
amend  or  repeal  it 

I  repeat  it,  sir,  here  we  should  make  a  stand; 
for  however  well  intended  such  measures  may  be, 
and  the  arguments  in  support  ef  them,  their  tend- 
ency is  mischievous,  and  ought  to  be  opposed  by 
every  friend  to  a  free  Government. 

The  bills  establishing  the  Departments  of  Go- 
vernment have  strong  Monarchical  features;  and 
have  too  often  led  Congress  into  the  steps  of  Mo- 
narchical €k)vernments.  The  Republican  part  of 
the  British  Government  rely  'on  a  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Afeans;  the  Heads  of  Departments  be- 
ing members  of  the  House  of  Commons,  are  always 
forward  to  take  the  lead  in  the  plans  or  projects 
of  the  Crown;  and  they  have  so  ingeniously  in- 
volved the  plans  of  finance,  that  few  understand 
the  mysterious  business,  and  therefore  it  is  in  the 
Minister's  hands  alone.  Sir,  the  House  of  Com- 
mons always  severely  scrutinize  their  plans,  and 
are  not  so  obsequious  to  their  Ministers,  as  some 
gentlemen  are  disposed  to  be  to  our  Secretaries. 

But  what  woula  Englishmen  say,  if  their  Par- 
liament were  to  pass  such  a  bill  as  this  now  re- 
ferred to ;  and  should  call  on  a  man,  not  a  member 
of  either  House,  but  appointed  by  the  King,  with 
the  advice  indeed  of  the  House  of  Lords,  remova- 
ble however  by  the  King  alone,  to  lay  before  the 
House  of  Commons  a  pum  of  ways  and  means? 
Would  the  people  of  England  be  satisfied  with  the 
Strang  story  of  his  responsibility?  And  of  his 
supenor  abilities?  But  what  is  this  responsibility 
so  much  talked  of?  The  President  may  dismiss 
the  Secretary  from  his  office,  or  this  House  may 
impeach  him;  but  when  the  President  and  Con- 
gress both  are  his  accomplices,  who  will  dismiss 
or  who  impeach,  and  where  then  is  his  responsi- 
bility ?  And  what  is  to  become  of  the  people's  rights, 
if  thisbe  the  case,  and  this  House  be  not  accountable 
to  the  people  for  its  acts?  as  a  member  said. 
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Bui,  sir,  I  will  not  ask  wli^t  ShigUshmen  would 
any  on  such  an  occasion,  I  will  tell  you  what  Ame- 
licitfis  have  said  They  have  said  that,  under  this 
iMMsted  act,  you  might  as  well  apply  to  the  Presi* 
4ent  in  the  first  instance,  as  to  any  Head  of  De- 
partment under  him,  were  it  not  for  their  virtue^ 
^ad  that,  at  the  rate  Congress  have  proceeded  in 
some  cases,  their  rights  are  at  the  mercy  of  De- 
pavtments*  But  hore  we  are  asked,  if  we  have  not 
wisdom  enough  to  reject  an  improper  plan,  how 
we  could  be  supposed  capable  of  devising  a  good 
one?  To  this,  sir.  I  shsiU  only  reply,  tluit  when 
we  hare  done  our  oest,  we  shall  have  discharged 
our  duty;  and  our  bills  will  at  least  be  framed  ac- 
(^rding  to  our  Constitution;  and  the  doubtinjg^ 
members  may  ask  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary,  if 
Ibey  nlease.  One  member  endeavored  to  ridicule 
BepuDlican  jealousy;  I  thajok  God,  although  I  am 
a  Kepublican.  I  know  where  to  direct  my  jealous 
attantion,  ana  where  and  when  to  repoise  confi- 
dence ;  when  to  strengthen  Government  and  when 
tp  MstraiA  it 

We  were  asked  indeed.  Are  you  afraid  of  truth, 
md  unwilling  to  receive  instruction?  I  answer, 
No.  Truth  IS  our  freat  object,  and  iust  informa- 
tion our  only  aim;  but  to  get  at  trulih,  respecting 
the  most  likely  means  of  raising  a  revenue,  with 
as  little  inconvenience  as  possible  to  our  constitu- 
ents, was,  I  conceive,  a  nrincipal  object  in  the  view 
of  the  framers  of  our  Conf  titutioo,  when  they  in- 
slitttted  ihis  Houae  of  Repesentatives.  In  this 
House  alone  I  should  search  for  truth,  respecting 
this  important  question;  ffom  the  Representatives 
of  the  States  f  should  expect  to  receive  all  the 
megessary  information  respectixig  it;  and  if  the 
Seeretary  be  possessed  of  voqch^rs  or  further  in- 
ibimation,  the  House  should  call  for  it.  In  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole^  every  inquiry  should  be 
iaade^-*resolutions  be  nroposed,  examihed,  amend- 
•d«  and  when  maturely  considered  and  approved 
bv  the  Hou3e,  where  aU  the  further  inlbrmation 
mieb  the  Heeds  of  Departmeuts  can  give  may  be 
^ed  for>  our  busines3  would  be  done.  I  say  this 
lA  the  way  for  Congress  to  get  at  information,  and 
to  aifive  at  truth{  but  to  apply,  in  die  first  in- 
•tence^  to  a  single  individual  must  be  improper — 
ta  m  mdividttsu  circumstanced  as  the  Heads  of 
Departments  are — who  are  removable  by  the 
President<^liable,  from  the  infirmity  of  human 
native}  to  local  attachments,  to  imposition,  even 
^ingenuity  and  good  sense:  I  mean  the  imposi- 
tion of  their  own  theoretical  reasoning,  borrowed 
from  writers  on  Governments  not  altogether  re- 
sembling our  own.  Whatever  he  should  propose, 
would  come  with  such  advantages  as  to  require 
VMich  time,  and  perhaps  more  penetration  than 
this  House  could  readily  command,  to  see  through 
end  reject,  if  improper;  but  some,  I  know,  are  of 
epioion  that  a  Secretarv  may  venture  to  propose 
what  no  member  would  be  niardy  enough  to  men- 
tion. Some  have  doubted  whether  the  Funding 
System,  the  Assumption,  or  the  Elxcise,  could  have 
bean  introduced  by  any  other  means.  If  this  be 
true,  and  these  schemes  be  such  as  in  the  issue  of 
them  shall  be  attended  with  happy  consequences, 
•0  ^  as  we  have  gone,  such  applications  to  the 


Secretary  were  right;  but  it  is  unmanly,  and  un* 
becoming  the  Representatives  of  freemen,  to  act 
in  this  manner,  to  adopt  m;easures  which  we  dare 
not  propose,  and  to  applaud  them  because  they 
were  planned  by  this  or  that  Secretary.  It  is  un- 
generous to  hold  up  a  Secretary  as  responsible  for 
errors  adopted  by  Congress;  and  it  is  unreasonable 
to  impose  upon  him  a  task  which,  although  our 
peculiar  dutv  to  perform,  we  shrink  from^  Th^ 
multitude  or  references  aueady  ms^e  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  and  the  necessary  length  of 
some  of  his  reports^  leave  him  no  leisure  to  attend 
properly  to  the  difierej;it  branches  of  his  owM  de- 
partment. 

But  what  information  do  we  »sk?  We  know 
the  estimates  of  expenses  for  the  pi^esent  year* 
We  have  estimates  of  the  probable  amount  of  the 
revenue  J  and  we  have  called  for  a  Report  of  the 
amount  of  surpluses,  if  any,  in  the  Treasury.  We 
can  then,  as  well  as  the  Secretary,  determine  whe* 
ther  any  additional  revenue  will  be  necessary;  and 
if  so,  we  alone  ou^ht  to  devise  the  ways  and  meajpu? 
of  raising  it.  If  despatch  i^  necessary,  it  is  better 
to  determine  here  atoQ^ce  what  is  to  be  done,  thiM^ 
to  apply  to  the  Secretary,  whose  plans  we  may^ 
after  long  debates,  reject.  As  to  the  Secfetary  dt 
the  Trea»;iry«I  acknowledge  his  abilities;  I  knonf 
too  that  some  of  his  Reports  do  honor  to  his  heart, 
as  well  as  to  his  head;  his  gallant  behaviour  ijji  th? 
late  war  has  commanded  my  highest  respect  mi 
esteem;  but  I  owe  too  much  respect  to  our  counr 
try  to  agree  to  the  resolution  bemre  you.  I  wisj^ 
therefore,  that  this  House  would  refer  oely  suoil 
cases  to  him,  as  they  cannot  decide  on  without 
official  information  in  his  hands;  and  that,  in  thei 
present  case,  the  House  would,  in  a  Committee  o( 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  ta^  undei 
their  eonsideration  the  means  of  raimg  the  sup* 
plies  which  may  be  found  necessajry  for  the  sup- 
port of  Government^  and  protection  of  the  fron- 
tiers. 

Mr*  Steals  observed  that  a  motion  to  bri^g 
forward  a  bill  for  repealing  the  law  establishing 
the  Treasury  Dejpartment,  would  afford  a  proper 
opportunity  for  the  display  of  that  oratory  which 
the  House  had  been  entertained  with  yesterday 
and  to-day ;  but  on  the  present  occasion,  he  con- 
ceived the  remarks  were  not  in  point.  He  ob- 
served that  it  was  customary  with  the  first  Conr 
gress  to  make  references  of  subjects  of  this  inaturf 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  the  present 
Congress  has  done  the  same,  and  he  had  heard  of 
nothing  that  suggests  a  sufficient  reason  to  devir 
ate  from  the  practice.  AU  the  Reports  that  have 
been  received  have  been  attended  to,  investigatedi 
and  scrutinized  with  a  zeal  and  diligence  which 
have  not  marked  the  conduct  of  the  House  on  the 
Reports  from  Select  Committees.  He  instanced 
several  Reports  of  the  latter  description,  to  which 
little  attention  had  been  paid.  The  independence 
of  the  House  has  been  manifested  in  respect  to 
Reports  from  Executive  officers,  even  from  the 
highest ;  and  he  trusted  that,  on  all  occasions,  the 
House  would  continue  to  support  its  independence 
of  character.  He  should  always  rejoice  m  hb  op* 
portunity  to  oppo^  every  Report  from  the  Hef^ 
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of  Departments)  when  his  judgment  did  not  ap- 
promt  of  them. 

He  contrasted  the  present  eonduet  of  those  op^ 
posed  to  the  motion,  with  their  conduct  on  the  biU 
providing  Ibr  the  defence  of  the  frontiers.  Ererj 
one  Vho  now  opposes  this  proposition,  was  in  &Tor 
of  almost  an  implicit  adcHptioa  of  the  Report  from 
the  Secretary  or  War.  He  opposed  that  report ; 
h«t  these  gentlemen  now  oppose  the  mostobvioiis 
oMKie  of  devising'  ways  and  means  to  defmy  an 
enormous  expense,  brought  on  the  comitry  by  that 
¥erybill. 

Mr.  MusBAT  observed,  that,  on  such  a  question, 
his  oMect  should  be  to  pursue  idiat  appeared  to 
him  the  wise^  mode  of  raising  taxes.  In  agvee- 
ing,  however,  with  the  resolution  and  its  teference, 
he  could  neither  see  danger  in  the  precedent,  nor 
eurmider  of  constitutional  right  m  the  conse^ 
quences.  As  to  the  privilege  of  originating  money 
bills,  when  ways  and  means  are  to  be  sought  for, 
his  first  object  should  be,  to  gain  ail  the  informa^ 
tkm^  the  delicacy  of  the  case  demanded.  The  duty 
ef  exj^ring  the  resources  of  a  country,  as  yet  um- 
iried  m  many  oi  its  objects  of  taxat^  was  eev- 
tainly  the  business  of  the  House  of  Rapresent»- 
tivw ;  but  why  they  should  refuse  to  themselves 
as  opportumty  ctf  ^[aining  additional  knowiedse 
beyond  what  the  leisure  of  any  one  here,  or  the 
abiMties  of  few  could  collect,  vras  extraordinary. 
He  wished  for  a  reference  to  the  Secretary,  in  the 
irst  instance,  because  it  would  not  very  well  cont- 
nort  with  the  dignity  of  the  H(Mise  to  refer  to  hkn 
m  the  second  instance.  If,  on  trial,  there  dio^d 
appear  either  a  crudity  or  a  conflictinff  of  systems ; 
and  if,  as  would  most  probably  be  the  case,  par- 
tiality in  the  mover  of  any  undebated  set  of  resolur 
lions,  should  show  itself,  the  House  must  either 
make  the  most  of  the  pUms  pvoposed,  or,  in  the 
▼ery  last  resort,  catt  on  the  Officer  of  Gfovemaettt 
to  suggest  his  opinion  on  the  subject  The  sub- 
ject was  extremely  intricate  >  but  part  of  the  in^ 
tricaey  of  taxation  and  finance  was  removed  bv 
die  well-arranged  order  m  which,  he  presume^ 
the  documents  relative  to  the  Department  we» 
preserve.  An  act  of  Congress  has  alieady  deli- 
neated the  duties  of  the  various  Departments.  To 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  it  Inekiif  ed  to  col- 
lect information  respecting  the  objects  of  taxation ; 
to  invent  or  adopt,  and  propose  schemes  by  which 
the  revenues  were  to  be  improved ;  to  digest  ideas 
on  the  p(^tical  economy  of  the  country,  and  to 
superintend  its  finances.  In  such  a  Department, 
he  must  think  that  a  mass  of  iaformatioii  existed 
on  the  various  resources  of  this  country,  and  their 
probable  productiveness,  which  was  not  necessarily 
td  be  expected  elsewhere.  He  wished  to  avail 
Mmself<»  this  information,  on  which  he  would 
exercise  his  rij^ht  of  judging,  altering,  or  reject- 
ing }  and  he  wished  to  oMain  it  in  the  mode  most 
congenial  with  his  own  mind,  in  an  open,  respon- 
sible communication  to  the  whole  House.  He 
was  certain  that,  though  in  no  habits  of  intimacy 
himself,  that  could  justify  a  private  communica- 
tion with  the  Secretary,  nor  warrant  from  the  Se- 
eretary  an  unsc^icited  opinion  to  hun,  the<^pinions 
and  ideas  of  the  Secretary  would,  in  some  way  or 


other,  most  assuiedly  fiad  their  vmy  into  the 
House.  He  wished  to  see  no  Ministerial  outHificr 
influence.  The  whole  influence  of  superior  jud^ 
ment,  and  of  well-digested  opinion,  he  did  not  fen. 
On  the  contrary,  that  superiority  was  the  only  ooie 
to  which  could  bow ;  and  the  €«ly  way  ia  which 
the  unmixed  beneflt  of  such  an  inflo^oe  can  be 
felt,  was  that  way  in  which  the  law  respecting 
the  Heads  of  Departments  contempbtted  the  sub- 
ieet.  From  this  mode  of  communicating  all  the 
knowledge  of  the  Treasury  Department,  two  bene- 
fits would  be  derived :  the  Secretary  would  sod 
to  us  his  best  opinions  on  the  subject,  and  ina  way 
of  which  the  wnole  House  and  the  public  iteetf 
could  avail  themselves  in  fonninr  a  judgment ; 
and  private  influence,  partially  anl  irresponsibly 
given  to  individual  members,  would  be  rendnred 
useless.  He  begged  leave  to  remuic,  that  the  oh- 
jection  to  this  mode,  that  the  power  and  right  was 
m  the  House  olRepresentatives  toori^nale  money 
bills,  could  not  have  much  weight.  The  House  eif 
Repreaentatives,  of  right,  and  bv  the  Constitution, 
were  propetly  constitulea  the  soie  origin  of  money 
hills ;  but  this  reference  does  not  dmy  the  righi> 
nor  can  it  weaken  its  operation.  A  bill  does  not 
originate  tiU  the  Houae  has  cigreed  to  some  prin- 
ciples or  resolutions,  or  a  eomnultee  reports  a  hifl 
by  order.  Principles  then  established  by  vote, 
resolutions^  oe  teave,  are  the  only  ways  i»  which^ 
in  a  Legislative  senae,.  any  tlusiig  can  be  knovm  to 
this  Oorenunent  to  arignuU  in  the  work  of  le- 
ffislation.  He  who  has  not  a  seat  he«e,  of  whom^ 
mr  the  sake  <d  multiplied  information,  we  raquife 
controUafale  opinion,  does  no  more  ongiMoite  the 
legislative  work  of  me  House,  d^a  the  author  of 
a  woric  OIL  finance,  ficom  vrkoee  opkioas  we  fatm. 
a  scheme  of  revenue,  can  he  laid  to  tax  the  peopika 
There  is  certainly  the  good  attendisg  a  reramee 
ia  such  cases:  a  greater  chaaoe  for  simplieilYia 
the  system  of  finimee,  and  greater  stahiHiy.  The 
opinioiis  thus  obtained  are  nel  odbiisailory  foither 
than  as  they  appear  founded  in  wiaaan ;  we  oaa 
alter,  add,  or  reject ;  a  compile  control  is  in  am 
power.  It  IB  thus  we  shall  vnita  theeiSoiencir  and 
regularity  which  are  the  only  good  parts  or  had 
ffoveriUMit,  with  the  control  a^  the  rif^t  of  re- 
jection, which  belong  to  the  meet  free.  Qettlle- 
men,  after  all,  will  not  be  precluded  from  Anmishr 
in^  the  House  with  the  result  of  their  iadividttai 
labora  and  talents.  Some  gentlemen  had  ageeed 
that  if  a  Committee  were  to  submit  a  plan  to  the 
House,  that  Committee  midbt  obtein  aH  the  in» 
teUigence  necessary  from  the  Secretary.  This 
womd,he  thought, lie  better  than  obtaining  inform«> 
atiott  secretly  by  individuals,  but  would  be  ver)r 
objectionable,  and  attended  with  this  inoonveni^ 
enoe :  that  theofMnsons  of  the  Secretary  on  which 
the  Committee  might  make  their  report,  would 
be  but  purtially  known  to  the  House,  and  would 
come  into  it  unaccompanied  by  the  high  respon»- 
bility  which  an  official  Report  from  the  offioeCj 
made  in  the  &ce  of  the  woiid,  would  give  them» 
He  would  vote  for  the  reforenee,  because  he 
wished,  on  so  tender  a  subjeet  as  that  of  tuation. 
to  have  all  possible  information,  because  he  fm 
his  right  to  reject  opinions  to  whieh  he  night  not 
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be  able  to  subscribe,  and  because  he  thought  the 
House  too  delicate  to  obtain  official  infonnation  in 
.any  other  mode  than  that  in  which  they  might 
rightfully  exert  their  impartial  judgments  in  its 
Munission  or  rejection. 

Mr.  FiNDLET. — I  object  to  the  resolution  for  call- 
ing upon  the  Secretary  to  report  upon  the  ways 
and  means,  as  contrary  to  the  principles  of  the 
Government,  and  inconsistent  with  the  purity  and 
independence  of  the  House  of  Representatires, 
whose  duty  it  is  exclusively  to  prepare  or  originate 
revenue  laws. 

I  consider  this  mode  as  a  transfer  of  Legislative 
authority.  It  is  a  serious  question,  if  Le^lative 
authority  can  be  transferred  by  the  constitutional 
Representatives  of  the  people.  If  it  can,  how  far  ? 
If  any  part  of  the  constitutional  Legislative  trust 
can  be  transferred^  may  not  all  or  any  part  thereof 
be  so  7  The  opimon  I  nave  received, and  in  which 
1  am  firmly  persuaded,  is,  that  the  Legislature^  nor 
any  branch  thereof,  can  do  any  part  of  legisla- 
tion by  proxy.  The  members  only  are  responsi- 
ble for  the  discharge  of  that  trust ;  they  are  the 
official  judges  of  the  principles  and  objects  of  le- 
gislation. 

The  House  of  Representatives  are  peculiarly 
intrusted  with  the  authority  of  digesting  fiscal  ar- 
rangements and  principles ;  of  saying  what  shall 
be  a  subject  of  taxation,  to  what  amount,  and  the 
uses  to  which  it  shall  be  applied.  This  power  is 
supposed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  by  the  constitutions  of  most  or  all  of  the  sepa- 
rate States,  to  be  a  most  important  and  influential 
part  of  Legislative  authority.  Hence  the  Senates, 
though  they  are  also  the  people's  Representatives, 
are  in  other  respects  vested  vrith  equal  Legislative 
authority,  are  not  permitted  to  prepare  revenue 
systems;  their  attempting  to  do  it,  would  be  an 
unconstitutional  usurpation  of  Legislative  power. 

The  method  of  transferring  a  oower  to  the  Se- 
cretary to  digest  the  principles  oi  money  bills,  and 
report  them  officially  to  the  House,  accompanied 
with  his  arguments  in  support  of  the  principles 
mud  arrangements  containea  in  his  Report ;  which 
has  been  sanctioned  by  Congress,  and  is  now  about 
to  be  repeated  by  the  resolution  before  you,  I  con- 
sider as  a  methoa  of  orifinatinff  money  bills  highly 
improper  in  itself,  and  which  has  a  dangerous 
tendency. 

But  a  worthy  member  [I  believe  Mr.  Ames]  in- 
forms us,  in  detence  of  the  resolution,  that  the  Se- 
cretary can  prepare  a  revenue  system  with  more 
consistency  with  respect  to  the  existing  revenue 
laws,  and  better  calculated  to  support  public  cre- 
dit ;  that  it  will  pass  with  ereater  facility  through 
the  House ;  that  the  members  are  unequal  to  the 
business ;  diat  the  members  do  not  possess  suffi- 
cient information  to  enable  them  to  originate  the 
business ;  that  the  Secretary  only  is  possessed  of 
the  information  competent  to  it;  that  we  can 
judffe  of  his  systems  when  they  are  laid  before  us, 
as  tnere  will  always  be  some  to  find  out  his  de- 
fects, and  expose  them.  All  these  arguments  re- 
specting the  incompetency  of  the  memoers  for  the 
business,  and  the  superior  fitness  of  the  Secretary, 
apply  against  the  Qovemment  itself.    If  the  Con- 


stitution vests  this  House  with  a  trust  which  it  is 
^ot  qualified  to  discharge,  it  is  time  to  change  it, 
and  adopt  a  more  simple  form.  It  is  much  better 
to  have  a  Minister  responsible  to  the  people  for 
the  revenue  systems  they  introduce,  than  to  have 
his  responsibility  lost  in  the  Legislature.  If  the 
members  of  this  House  are  only  to  give  a  sanction 
to  the  Minister's  systems,  it  is  better  to  dispense 
with  that  sanction.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  very  capable  of  dis- 
charging this  duty ;  and,  if  he  was  a  member  of 
this  House,  I  would  not  say  he  was  unfit  for  his 
part  of  that  trust ;  but  this  is  not  the  j^ce  for  pa- 
negyric. The  Minister's  eminent  abilities,  or  nis 
want  of  them,  is  all  one  to  me  on  this  subject. 
The  modesty  of  gentlemen  who  declare  them- 
selves  unfit,  is  not  very  honorable  to  the  House, 
nor  easy  to  be  credited.  Let  the  House  fix  its 
own  prmciples,  judge  for  themselves  of  the  proper 
sources  of  revenue,  and  of  the  uses  to  which  it 
oueht  to  be  applied ;  and  capacity  and  information 
wiQ  grow  out  of  the  investigation.  If  the  mem- 
bers differ  in  opinion,  as  may  be  expected,  they 
will  propose  different  system^ ;  and,  by  comparison 
and  discussion,  they  will  become  tne  bettf  r  ac- 
quainted with  the  subject.  If  the  members  stand 
in  need  of  that  information  which  arises  from  the 
operation  of  existing  laws,  or  of  the  efficiency  of 
operating  revenues,  the  President  has  a  constitu- 
tional power  to  call  upcm  the  Heads  of  Depart- 
ments for  that  information,  and  communicate  it  to 
the  Legislature ;  and  the  House,  by  its  own  au- 
thority, has  a  right  to  call  for  information  from 
any  Officer  or  Department,  upon  any  subject  re- 
specting which  it  may  originate  laws.  This  is  a 
power  mcidental  to  legislation.  But  with  respect 
to  the  ffeneral  interests  of  the  community,  the 
knowledge  of  which  must  grow  out  of  a  repre- 
sentation of  all  the  local  interests,  this  can  only  be 
found  among  the  members  of  this  House ;  and,  if 
the  representation  was  more  numerous  and  more 
equal,  that  kind  of  information  would  be  still  more 
perfect  Certainly  this  House  contains  in  itself 
more  extensive  knowledge  of  the  peoj^e's  wants 
and  pressures,  of  their  situation  and  prepossessions, 
and  of  their  resources,  than  the  most  enlightenea 
Minister  can  possibly  do — especially  when  it  is 
considered  that  all  the  documents  locked  up  in  the 
Minister's  office  are  at  their  command.  The  prac- 
tice of  the  House,  in  depending  on  the  Minister  to 
originate  principles,  and  to  furnish  the  House  with 
volumes  of  arguments  in  favor  of  those  princij^es^ 
and  the  custom  of  members  having  recourse  to 
those  arguments  as  authorities,  has  done  more  to 
dishonor  Congress,  and  lessen  the  members  in  the 
public  esteem,  since  the  change  of  the  Qovem- 
ment, than  any  other  part  of  their  conduct.  How 
can  Congress  be  respectable,  if  they  spend  long 
sessions,  at  a  great  expense,  on  the  most  influen- 
tial parts  of  legislation,  only  to  give  a  sanction  to 
Mimsterial  systems ;  or,  at  best,  only  to  criticise 
and  correct  them? 

If,  as  it  is  alleged,  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, framing  revenue  systems,  is  better  calculated 
to  support  public  credit,  and  sives  the  business  a 
greater  facility  in  its  pamge  wrough  the  Hoose-^ 
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I  say  if  this  is  true,  it  Droves' the  infiuence  to  be 
dangerous  in  a  high  oegree.  Certainly,  public 
creiut,  and  the  means  of  supporting  it,  ouffht  to 
depend  only  on  the  will  of  the  Legislature, 
and  neither  on  the  wisdom  nor  the  caprice  of  a 
Minister ;  indeed,  if  it  stands  upon  any  other  au- 
thority or  influence,  it  is  not  fixed  upon  stable 
ground ;  for  the  Legislature  may,  and  will,  some 
time  or  other,  act  upon  its  own  principles,  and  in 
this  case  the  change  of  systems  may  be  the  more 
sensible.  G^tlemen  are  wrong  in  arching  from 
the  old  QoTemment  to  the  new ;  the  old  Grayem- 
ment  was  not  vested  with  powers,  nor  possessed 
of  resources  for  the  support  of  public  credit; 
therefore  the  not  supportmg  it  cannot  be  ascribed 
to  the  Minister's  not  originating  the  systems.  The 
gentlemen  say,  that  it  is  proper  the  Secretary 
should  be  permitted  to  accompany  his  Report 
with  arguments,  in  order  to  explain  the  principles 
thereof,  and  state  the  facts  with  which  it  is  con- 
nected. I  wholly  object  to  a  Minister's  dictating 
or  propounding  revenue  systems,  and  still  more 
to  his  supporting  them  with  arguments,  as  it  is 
carrying  the  influence  of  the  Executive  adminis- 
tration to  a  still  greater  extent  The  President 
has  a  constitutional  right  to  communicate  inform- 
ation, to  recommend  such  subjects  as  he  may 
think  expedient,  and  to  exercise  a  limited  negative 
after  the  bills  have  passed  both  Houses,  cut  if 
the  President  was  to  claim  a  right  to  originate  a 
monej-bill,  it  would  be  judged  contrary  to  the 

Erinciples  of  the  Qovemment,  and  dangerous  to 
berty.  How  much  more  dangerous,  and  I  had 
almost  said  degrading,  is  it  to  transfer  that  power 
to  a  temporary  Minister,  not  chosen  by  the  people 
nor  responsive  to  them. 

But,  one  ffentleman  says,  that  this  is  made  the 
Secretary's  duty  by  the  law  which  constitutes  his 
office.  That  it  is  made  his  duty  by  law  is  a  suffi- 
eient  apology  for  him  in  unaertaking  and  dis- 
charging it,  but  not  for  the  House  in  transferrins 
it  to  him.  I  deny  that  the  House  can  be  bound 
by  a  law  with  respect  to  its  powers  and  duties. 
This  House  is  as  free  to  orifi^inate  money-bills  as 
the  last  House  was,  and  any  future  House  will  be 
as  free  as  this.  The  Constitution  is  the  only  law 
whereby  the  powers  and  duties  of  this  House  can 
be  governed,  nor  can  we  either  decline  a  duty  or 
transfer  a  trust  which  has  been  specially  bound  on 
us  by  it.  Nor  will  I  a^ree  witn  the  gentlemen 
that  if  it  is  an  evil  it  arises  from  necessity.  Cer- 
tainly if  we  are  capable  of  altering,  amending,  or 
changing  the  principles  of  the  Secretary's  Reports 
altO|rether,  as  is  ffranted^  we  must  be  capable,  with 
due  mdaMtry  and  attention,  to  originate  them  our- 
selves. 

But  we  are  further  told,  in  defence  of  referring 
to  the  Secretary,  that  if  we  do  not  do  it  ourselves, 
the  committee  employed,  or  some  of  the  members, 
will  have  recourse  to  the  Secretary  for  assistance, 
and  that  in  this  way  his  principles  and  arguments 
will  be  introduced  with  equal  influence  secretly, 
and  that  it  is  better  to  face  it  openly,  and  for  all 
the  members  to  have  equal  advantages  from  it. 

This  argument  is  plausible  indeed,  but  will  hot 
bear  examination.    So  far  is  the  method  eoor 


tended  for  from  preventing  private  influence,  that 
it  produces  it  in  a  much  greater  degree.  From 
the  nature  of  the  case  we  may  conclude,  that  a 
Minister  will  not  di^t  a  revenue  system  without 
adapting  it  to  the  views  and  interests  of  a  number 
of  mflu^itial  members,  who  will  assist  him  in 
preparing  and  influencing  others  to  support  it 
when  introduced;  indeed,  it  gives  the  greatest 
possible  stimulus  to  private  influence ;  for  it  not 
only  combines  an  influential  private  interest  to 
support  it,  but  the  Minister's  character  and  the 
character  of  his  friends  are  much  higher  pledged 
for  its  success  than  if  the  influence  was  private. 
Thus,  I  apprehend,  this  method  is  not  only  objec* 
tionable  on  account  of  the  Ministerial  systems  and 
arguments  which  the  members  receive  in  this 
House,  and  peruse  in  their  closets,  but  also  on 
account  of  the  greater  inducement  it  must  give  to 
a  more  dangerous  private  influence,  and  in  time 
to  corruption.  But  the  ffentleman  from  North 
Carolina  [Mr.  Steele]  observes,  that  we  may 
upon  the  same  grounds  object  to  the  Presid^it's 
Address,  recommending  business  to  the  Legisla- 
ture; that  myself  and  others  who  oppose  the 
reference  in  question,  very  lately  advocated  a 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  which  he  op- 
posed; that  by  carryinff  the  substance  of  that 
Report  into  a  law,  we  have  saddled  the  Grovem- 
ment  with  a  debt  for  which  we  are  iiow  about  to 
provide ;  and  he  suggests  the  impropriety  of  those 
for  whose  immediate  defence  the  debt  is  incurred 
objecting  to  the  usual  method  of  providing  for  ito 
discharge. 

I  have  observed  already,  that  the  President  has 
a  right,  created  by  the  Constitution,  to  recommend 
busmess  to  the  Legislature,  as  well  as  to  give  in* 
formation  of  the  state  of  the  Union;  in  conse- 
quence of  this  trust  he^  by  a  Report  of  his  Secre- 
tary, gave  us  information  of  the  state  and  misfor- 
tunes of  the  Indian  war,  and  his  opinion  of  the 
force  and  expense  that  he  judged  necessary  to 
enable  him  to  bring  it  to  a  happy  and  speedy  con- 
clusion. tThis  information  was  constitutional  and 
necessary.  Well  knowing  that  an  inadequate 
force  ana  the  short  enlistments  rendered  the  two 
last  campaiffns  disgraceful,  and  increased  the 
strength  and  irritation  of  the  enemy,  I  voted  for 
the  increase  of  the  army,  and  for  Icmger  enlist- 
ments ;  but  I  voted  for  higher  wages  than  was 
reported,  and  we  will  yet  regret  that  this  was  not 
agreed  to ;  and  I  think,  in  doing  so,  I  was  pro- 
moting the  best  interests  of  the  country,  and  coun- 
tenancing no  unconstitutional  influence.  Surely 
if  the  gentleman  would  reflect  for  a  moment,  he 
would  not  quote  this  as  a  precedent  to  justify  this 
House  in  voting  a  transfer  of  the  peculiar  and 
exclusive  constitutional  privilege  and  inalienable 
trust  of  this  House,  to  originate  or  digest  the  prin- 
ciples of  revenue  systems^  to  an  Executive  Omcer, 
not  known  in  the  Constitution,  nor  appointed  by 
or  dependent  on  this  House. 

I  will  further  b^  leave  to  inform  the  gentle- 
man, that  the  peopk  of  the  frontiers  do  not  claim 
protection  as  a  favor;  they  demand  it  as  a  right ; 
they  know  that  protection  and  allegiance  are  in- 
separable; that  if  they  are  not  protected,  their 
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taahexjmk  tvith  the  Government  is  dissolved  \  it 
it  their  lot  and  their  misAnrtune  to  be  exposed  as 
constant  piG<|aet  guard  to  the  interior  inhabitants; 
lo»  fpequentj^^  have  their  habitatioBs  been  rendered 
deeokte,  and  they  have  had  their  dearest  relatives 
batchered.  When  the  Atlantic  shores  were  the 
object  of  invasion,  neither  the  iihclemencyr  of  the 
season  nor  the  dangerous  sftuations  of  their  fomi- 
Mes  at  home  prevented  them  from  ^ving  assist- 
ance. They  have  had  little  weight  in  the  Coun- 
cils which  have,  by  affording  inadequate  means 
of  protection,  increased  their  distress ;  they  think 
it  ungenerous  to  be  aided  with  a  too  sosamg  hand, 
and  at  the  same  time  insulted  with  unmeritea 
vemoaeh. 

The  gentleman  says,  he  has  heard  me  often 
moving  to  refer  petitions  to  one  or  other  of  the 
Seoretanes  myself.  I  acknowledge  it.  When 
the  petitions  are  for  personal  claims,  being  of  a 
judioial  nature,  aad  connected  with  the  documents 
m  the  Secretary's  oflice,  I  think  it  proper  to  refer 
^em  there  for  mformation  with  respect  to  &cts. 
When  I  moved  for  a  reference  of  the  excise  peti- 
tions which  came  in  by  me,  I  did  it  in  obedience 
to  the  custom  of  the  House,  but  with  an  express 
ckolaration  that  I  thought  the  custom  then  wrong; 
tiiiS)  I  have  no  doubt,  ue  members  will  recolleet. 
The  gendeman  has  also  observed,  that  there  is 
independenee  and  good  sense  enough  in  this  House 
to  examine,  to  alter,  or  reject  a  Report  of  the 
Bccretttry,  notwithstanding  his  arguments  which 
aecoapany  it,  and  that  we  have  done  so  in  vari- 
ous instances.  This  I  freely  grant ;  nay,  I  advo- 
cate more  than  this :  I  believe  there  is  good  sense 
and  independence  enough  in  this  House  to  digest 
and  originate  revenue  systems  wi^out  the  Secre- 
tiTf 's  doing  it  fot  us.  But  what  does  this  argu^ 
ment  amount  to  ?  Why^  it  attunmts  to  giving  the 
pccvliar  trust  of  originating  to  the  Secretary,  and 
reserving  that  power  to  ourselves  which  the  Con- 
stitution vests  m  the  other  branch.  The  Senate 
csnnot  prqxur e  a  money  bill,  but  they  may  alter, 
amende  or  reject  such  as  we  prepare  and  transmit 
to  them ;  and  they  have  done  so.  Is  not  tiiis 
giving  the  power  and  influence  in  a  great  de^ee 
to  the  Secretary,  which  the  Constitution  gives 
ti>us?  Is  it  n0t,  in  fact,  giving  up  the  point? 
The  Senate  is  not  permitted  to  digest  their  argu^ 
BMHts  and  transmit  them  to  us  in  support  of  busi- 
tteas  which  thii^  prepare ;  neither  are  we  permit^ 
ted  to  do  so  wim  them.  Nay,  it  is  unparliament* 
ary  to  montioQ  what  we  think  would  be  agreeable 
to  the  Senate  or  the  President,  in  our  argmnents 
Ok  the  floor,  lest  it  should  have  the  appearance  <^ 
mfloeacing  the  measure.  The  one  branch  cannot 
call  upon  the  other  officially  to  originate  business; 
hew  unreasonable,  then,  is  it  to  refer  the  most 
important  business  to  the  Secretary  to  digest  and 
prepare,  and  also  to  digest  arguments  for  us  which 
we  order  to  be  printed  and  pat  into  every  mem- 
ber's hand.  But  this  method  b  highly  objection- 
able OB  another  ground.  It  is  putting  ^e  power 
of  the  business  out  of  our  hands  wim  respect  to 
the  time  of  our  delibemtion ;  this  is  eertainly  more 
dian  we  are  authorised  to  do,  or  can  be  accounta- 
ble for  to  our  constituents.    If  this  practice  be- 


comes established,  I  shall  not  be  sur{>rised  to  And 
a  Minister,  in  connexion  with  his  friends  in  the 
House,  delaying  to  report  on  the  most  important 
subjects  until  near  the  end  of  the  session,  when 
man  y  of  the  members  are  ^one  home,  or  so  anxioos 
to^get  home  that  there  wm  not  be  a  sufficient  op- 
portunity for  deliberation.  Such  thing^  are  not 
unusualnr  attempted  in  public  bodies  without  the 
aid  of  a  Minister ;  in  this  House,  I  have  heard  the 
close  of  a  session  mentioned  as  an  apology  for  the 
passage  oi  an  improper  law ;  it  is  not  necessary 
to  create  new  snares  for  the  deliberations  of  the 
House.  Before  I  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this 
House,  I  was  informed  of  this  method  of  origin* 
ating  revenue  systems  and  I  always  thought  it 
wrong.  I  am  not  confident  the  opposition  to  it 
will  succeed  at  this  time ;  the  session  is  drawing 
near  a  close,  and  the  opposition  of  members  who 
advocate  the  proposed  reference  may  delay  the 
business,  if  originated  in  a  way  disagreeable  So 
them.  These  reasons  may  induce  some  memben 
to  vote  for  it  now,  that  would  not  do  so  in  other 
circumstances;  however,  if  it  is  carried,  I  hope 
the  precedent  will  not  be  strengthened  by  a  large 
majority.  For  my  part,  I  pledge  myself  to  perse* 
vere  in  opposition  thereto ;  and  have  no  doubt  but 
when  a  more  equal  and  more  numerous  repr»* 
sentation  occupies  this  floor,  this  unwarrantabte 
practice  of  transferrisff  so  influential  a  part  of  the 
Lwslative  trust  will  be  changed. 

The  question  being  put,  diat  the  House  do 
agree  to  the  resolution,  it  was  resdved  in  the  af* 
firmative— yeas  31,  nays  27-^as  follows: 

YiiAS— Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Bsvnwell,  Bgbert  BeSh 
son,  ShesojaShub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  BSbridgC 
Gerry,  Nicholas  Oilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  Hxam 
Gmism^  James  BilBioase,  Daniel  Huger,  Israel  Jaeobs, 
Aaron  KitchsU,  John  lAuranee,  Amasa  Learned,  Saatt* 
el  Livermore,  Wm.  Vans  Murray,  Cornelius  C.  Schocai- 
maker,  Theodore  Bedgwiok,  Joshua  Seaey,  WiUisia 
Smith,  John  Steele,  Saamel  Sterrett,  Jonathan  Sturgsp, 
Peter  Sylvester,  GeorffQ  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tudor  Tuck^ 
er,  John  Vining,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Artemas  Ward* 
and  Anthony  Wayne. 

NATs^-^ohn  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John 
Brown,  Abraham  Clark,  William  Findley,  Thomas  Fitz- 
simons,  William  B.  Giles,  Andrew  Gregfg,  Samuel  Gri^ 
fln,  William  Barry  Grove,  Daniel  Heister,  Philip  Key, 
John  W.  Kittera,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
James  Madison,  John  Francis  Mercer,  Andrew  Moore, 
Frederick  Augtutos  Muhlenberg,  Nadumiel  Niles,  John 
Page,  Jostah  Parker,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Abrriiam  Y  ena^ 
ble,  AleouadMr  White,  Hugh  WiUiamsen,  and  Francis 


Frtdat.  March  9. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  communicating  the  copy  of  a 
statement  of  the  expenditures  of  public  moneys 
pursuant  to  the  act  providing  the  means  of  inter- 
course between  the  United  States  and  foreign 
nations;  this  statement  was  read,  and  laid  on  the 
table. 

STATE  DUTIES  OF  TONNAGE. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  deofaving  the  assent  of  Omgress  to 
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CielrtiiiB  acts  of  the  States  of  Maryland.  Georgia, 
and  Rbode  Island  and  ProTidence  Plantations, 
wbJch  impose  a  small  duty  on  tonnage  for  the  pinr* 
pose  of  clearing  obstractions  in  the  navigation  of 
die  Sound — Mr.  W.  Smith  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  O1LB8  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  clanse, 
and  made  sundry  remarks  on  the  unequal  opera- 
tion of  a  law  or  Maryland  which  should  suDJect 
thae  vessels  of  other  States  to  a  tax  solely  for  the 
beoefibt  of  the  port  of  Baltimore.  It  is  designed  by 
this  )M  to  raise  a  fund  to  be  applied  for  the  re- 
moval of  a  natural  obstruction  m  the  navigation 
of  that  port,  and  hence  he  considered  it  as  a  per- 
petual tax  on  the  citizens  of  other  States;  in  this 
view,  he  objected  to  it  as  a  partial  imposition ;  it 
was  much  com^^ined  of  by  the  neighboring  ports; 
he  hoped  therefore  the  clause  would  be  struck  out 

Mr.  Senet  supported  the  clause.  He  observed, 
that  though  the  port  of  Baltimore  would  be  bene- 
fited in  the  first  mstance,  yet  it  was  by  no  means 
a  partial  business ;  the  accommodation  and  safety 
to  shipping  resulting  from  it  had  an  important 
reference  to  the  commerce  of  the  Union ;  it  con- 
tributes to  the  security  of  navigation,  both  foreign 
and  domestic-^«nd  the  importance  of  the  trade  of 
that  place  was  sufficiently  obvkus  from  the 
aonottnt  of  tiie  revenue  collected  there.  The  salcK 
tft#y  effects  of  the  regulations  which  have  been 
adopted  and  sanction^  by^  Congress,  he  conceived 
were  sufficient  reason  for  continuing  those  regu- 
lations. 

Mr.  GooDflOB  and  Mr.  Gerry  offered  a  few  re- 
marks in  opposition  to  the  regtdation,  and  said  the 
provision  mi^ht  be  extended  with  equal  propriety 
to  various  other  parts  of  the  Union ;  it  ouent  not 
therefore  to  be  t&ken  up  except  on  generid  prin- 
ci]^e8. 

Mr.  MoRRAir  defended  the  regulation  of  the  bill 
OH  general  principles.  He  considered  it  in  the 
light  of  a  turnpike  road,  which,  though  it  may 
duoject  ^e  citizens  to  a  tttK,  they  are  abundantly 
cotripensated  by  the  benefits  resulting  from  the 
ftccomtnodatidn  thereby  provided;  the  tonnage 
paid  is  a  small  duty,  applied  expressly  to  this  ob- 
ject, and  cannot  reasonably  be  considered  as  an 
oppressive  or  partial  tax ;  and  it  is  paid  by  those 
who  are  immediately  benefited,  ana  is  in  every 
sense  reciprocal. 

Mr*  N1LB6  said  he  had  seconded  the  motion  for 
striking  out  on  a  mistaken  apprehension,  tie  had 
supposed  (he  money  to  be  oolketed  was  to  go  into 
tM  public  Treasury,  but  the  remarks  of  tli^  geii- 
tleman  feom  Maryumd  [Mr.  Murray]  had  unde- 
.ceived  him,  and  be  thou^t  his  comparison  to  a 
turnpike  road  wtis  in  point ;  he  then  enlarged  on 
this  idea,  and  said  he  could  not  coneerve  mmt  in- 
jury womd  resrolt  flrom  extending  the  principle  to 
mj  part  of  the  Union  where  similar  obstructions 
exist. 

Mr.  STERRBtT  supported  Uie  clause.  He  gave 
a  dhort  history  of  the  subject,  and  then  enlarged 
on  the  general  policy  of  the  measure.  It  had  been 
objected  to  by  one  gnitleman  on  eonstitutibnal 
ground;  this  was  an  objeotion  which  he  had  not 
expected,  bathe  eonoeivod  it  totally  uafonndedfa^ 
Ao<  partial  preference  Wafr  coatendod  fer,  but  menmly 


the  continuance  of  a  regtflation  which  had  lieen 
sanctioned  by  the  General  €k)Vernment.  and  was 
clearly  within  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  clause 
which  has  reference  to  the  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion of  the  States ;  it  is  a  regulation  of  a  gefural 
nature,  that  tends  to  the  advancement  of  the  trade 
of  the  Union  as  well  as  of  that  particular  port. 

Mr.  Ames  and  Mr.  White  both  spoke  in  ikror 
of  the  clause — the  latter  observed  that  it  appeared 
to  him  perfectly  constitutional. 

Mr.  Utiles  denied  that  the  beneifits  resulting 
from  the  regulation  were  reciprocal;  they  are 
confined  to  tne  town  of  Baltimore ;  and,  if  the 
clause  is  agreed  to,  he  said  he  should  move  fer  a 
bill  to  confer  similar  benefits  on  all  other  sea- 
ports laboring  under  natural  impediments  in  their 
harbors. 

Mr.  Hartley  supported  the  clause  on  general 
principles,  and  said  he  should  advocate  a  law 
which  has  for  its  object  similar  regulations  in  re^ 
spedt  to  any  other  place  laboring  under  the  1^ 
difficulties. 

Mr.  Wadbwortb  said,  as  an  owner  of  shipping, 
he  ^ould  give  his  consent  to  any  law  whicn  pro^ 
vides  for  removing  the  obstructions  in  navigatrott. 
No  impositions  are  paid  with  more  cheernilness 
than  those  which  are  designed  to  procure  safety 
and  accommodation  to  the  shipping.  He  enlarged 
on  the  advantages  which  tesult  to  the  general  in- 
terestj  both  of  me  merchant  and  farmer,  from  the 
shipping  being  able  to  penetrate  fer  into  the 
country  by  the  navigable  rivers ;  similar  applica- 
tions, said  he,  may  he  made  iVom  other  quarters, 
and  If  they  should  he  would  gire  his  assent  to 
them. 

Mr.  PmsHiMONB  added  some  obseivations  in 
favor  of  the  clause,  and  then  the  question  being 
put,  the  motion  for  striking  out  was  negatived. 

The  Committee  {Hroceeded  through  the  other 
sections,  and  then  reported  the  bill  wiuoUt  amend* 
ment. 

The  bhmk  fbr  the  continuance  of  the  ac5t  •was 
filled  with  three  years,  and  then  it  was  ordered 
that  the  bill  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

INDBKNITY  TO  GENERAL  GfiEENE. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  res«kh 
tion  reported  feom  the  Committee  of  the  Wh<^ 
Hottte  on  the  24th  of  February  last,  to  indemnliy 
the  estate  of  tite  late  Major  General  Nathaniel 
Greene,  for  a  certain  suretyship  entered  into  by  the 
said  Nathaniel,  in  his  life^time,  on  public  account. 

The  report  being  read,  a  memorial  of  Henry  Htll 
was  presented  by  Mr.  Prrzsfiroiro,  praying  that 
no  law  may  be  passed  in  the  case  which  may  Ope* 
rate  to  the  injury  of  the  petitioner  in  respect  to  an 
assignment  maue  to  hmi  of  a  certain  demand 
against  the  United  States,  by  one  of  the  partners 
of  Banks  and  Company.  Mr.  F.  recapitulated 
the  general  objections  which  had  been  before 
urged  against  the  indemnification,  and  concluded 
by  a  motion  in  -which  it  was  proposed  that  the 
business  should  be  put  into  a  trmn  of  legal  invest^ 
gation. 

Mr.  BALDWnr,  after  some  remarks  highly  favof* 
able  to  General  Greene's  ehmueter,  (^served,  that 
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a  legal  process  in  this  case  did  not  appear  to  offer 
those  accommodations  which  this  case  seemed  to 
call  for.  He  then  entered  into  a  general  conside- 
ration of  the  subject,  in  the  course  of  which  he 
observed,  that  certain  bold  and  striking  traits  dis- 
tinguished the  conduct  of  General  Greene  during 
the  late  war.  He  acted  as  a  Soldier,  a  Politician, 
a  Legislator^  a  Commissary,  a  Q^uarter-master.  ana 
a  General;  m  short,  like  a  man  who  was  conauct- 
ii^  a  Revolution  on  the  success  of  which  his  own 
life  depended  and  the  liberties  of  his  country, 
perhaps  of  mankind.  He  then  adverted  to  the 
evidence  which  had  been  adduced  to  show  that 
no  partnership  existed  between  General  Greene 
and  Banks,  and  that  the  engagements  he  entered 
into  were  on  a  public  account.  He  said  the  cha- 
racters of  those  who  had  solemnly  testified  on  this 
occasion  were  such  as  to  banish  every  trace  of 
suspicion  from  his  mind.  He  concluaed  by  ob- 
serving, that  if  ever  a  claim  on  the  justice  and 
humanity  of  a  country  existed,  the  present  "was 
such  a  claim. 

Mr.  Steele  said,  he  hoped  the  report  would  not 
be  agreed  to.  He  said  the  subject  appeared  now 
to  be  involved  in  more  complexity  than  it  at  first 
app^ed  to  be  attended  witn.  In  all  appropria- 
tions of  money,  the  subject  ought  to  be  well  consi- 
dered; but  what  have  the  gentlemen  who  reported 
the  resolutions  done?  Instead  of  producing  that 
evidence  which  would  pass  in  any  Court  of  Jus- 
tice, they  have  adduced  General  Greene's  charac- 
ter, virtues,  services,  &>cr,  of  these  he  had  as  just 
an  opinion  as  any  one,  but  he  thought  they  were 
not  altogether  pertinent  to  the  occasion.  He  hoped 
a  further  investigation  would  be  made,  and  diat  if 
the  Report  was  not  rejected,  the  business  would 
be  put  m  a  different  train.  Various  and  contra- 
dictory statements  have  taken  place  in  the  course 
of  the  discussion  in  six  weeks.  Some  things  are 
now  admitted  which  were  before  denied.  \A.s  the 
advocates  of  the  Report  have  founded  their  argu- 
ments on  the  character  of  Greneral  Greene,  he 
thought  it  his  duty  to  bring  forward  some  circum- 
stances, which,  though  they  do  not  impeach  his 
character  as  a  soldier  and  a  brave  man,  yet  they 
show  his  want  of  sincerity  and  consistency.  He  then 
ad'^erted  to  the  letters  which  he  wrote,  abusing  the 
people  South  of  the  Potomac,  at  the  very  time  he 
was  experiencing  their  munincence  and  liberality. 
These  things  he  mentioned  not  to  injure  his  repu- 
tation, but  to  show  that  full  credit  ou^ht  not  to  be 
g'ven  to  his  subsequent  assertions  and  declarations, 
e  observed  that  the  subject  had  not  been  so  fully 
investigated,  nor  had  such  evidence  been  adduced 
as  would  justify  an  appropriation  of  the  sum  of 
sixty  thousand  dollars.  He  then  took  notice  of 
those  documents  which  appeared  to  favor  the  idea 
that  General  Greene  was  connected  with  Banks 
and  Co.  This  matter,  he  thought,  had  not  been 
placed  in  the  most  satisfactory  point  of  light;  a 
more  thorough  investigation  ought  to  take  place, 
and  in  order  to  do  this,  he  said  the  subject  had 
better  be  postponed  to  tne  next  session. 

Mr.  Clark  was  opposed  to  agreeing  to  the  Re- 
port; he  offered  several  objections  arising  from  the 
obscurity  which  envelope  the  transactions. 


Mr.  HiLLBOUSE  stated  sundry  reasons  why  he 
should  vote  against  the  Report;  and  then  tha 
House  adjourned  without  deciding  the  question. 

Saturday,  March  10. 

An  engrossed  bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress to  a  certain  act  of  the  State  of  Maryland; 
and  to  continue  for  a  longer  time  an  act  aeclar- 
ing  the  assent  of  Confiress  to  certain  acts  of  the 
States  of  Maryland,  (Borgia,  and  Rhode  Island 
and  Providence  Plantations,  so  far  as  the  same  re- 
spects the  States  of  Georgia  and  Rhode  Island 
and  Providence  Plantations,  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

A  petition  of  Isaac  Led^rard  was  presented  to 
the  House  and  read,  praying  compensation  for 
services  in  the  Military  Hospital  of  the  United 
States;  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with 
instructions  to  examine  the  same,  and  report  his 
opinion  thereupon  to  the  House. 

COURTESIES  TO  TRANCE. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded,  that  the  House 
do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

**  Resohedj  That  this  House  hath  lecetv^d,  with  ieiH 
timents  of  high  satis&ction,  the  notification  of  die  King 
of  the  French)  of  his  acceptance  of  the  Constitution  pve- 
sented  to  him  in  the  name  of  the  Nation ;  and  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be  requested,  in  hii  an- 
swer to  the  said  notification,  to  express  the  sincere  par- 
ticipation of  the  House  in  the  interests  of  the  French 
Nation,  on  this  great  and  important  event;  and  their 
wish  that  the  wisdom  and  magnanimity  displayed  in 
the  formation  and  acceptance  of  the  Constitution,  may 
be  rewarded  by  the  most  perfect  attainment  of  its  object, 
the  permanent  happiness  of  so  great  a  people." 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  said  mo- 
tion be  committed.  And  on  the  question  for  com- 
mitment, it  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  17,  nays 
35 — as  follows: 

YiAS« — Fisher  Ames,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Bei^amin 
Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  James  Hillhouse,  John  Lau- 
rance,  Amasa  Learned,  Samuel  Liyermore,  Nathaniel 
Niles,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel 
Smith,  William  Smith,  Jonathan  Sturges,  Jeremiah 
Wadsworth,  Artemas  Ward,  and  Anthony  Wayne. 

Nats. — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  JSaldwm,  Rob- 
ert Barnwell,  Egbert  Benson,  Abraham  Clark,  William 
Findley,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  William  B.  Giles,  Nicho- 
las Giiman,  Andrew  Gregg,  Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel 
Heister,  Israel  Jacobs,  Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John 
W.Kittera,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James 
Madison,  John  Francis  Mercer,  William  Vans  Mui^ 
ray,  John  Page,  ComeUns  C.  Schoonmaker,  Joshua 
Seney,  John  Steele,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Thomas  Sumpter, 
George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor 
Tud^,  Abraham  Yenable,  John  Yining,  Alexander 
White,  Hugh  Williamson,  and  Frands  Willis. 

And  then  debate  arising  on  the  said  motion,  a 
division  thereof  was  called  for.    Whereupon, 

The  question  bein^  put,  that  the  House  do  agree 
to  the  first  part  of  the  said  motion,  in  the  words 
following: 

^  lUMohed,  That  this  House  has  received,  with  sen- 
timents of  high  satisfiiction,  the  notification  of  the  King 
of  the  French,  of  his  acceptance  of  the  Ck>nstitution  pve- 
sented  to  turn  in  the  name  of  the  Nation :    And  thai 
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the  Preflideiit  of  tlie  United  States  be  reqiieited,  in  his 
answer  to  the  said  noti^cation,  to  express  the  sincere 
pardcqMUion  of  the  House  in  the  interests  of  the  French 
Nation,  on  this  great  and  iinportant  event :" 

It  was  resolved  in  the  amrmatlTe — yeas  50,  nays 
2,  as  follows : 

Tbas«— Fisher  Ames,  John  Bi^tist  Ashe,  Abraham 
Baldwin,  Benjamin  Bopme,  Abraham  Clark,  William 
Findley,  Thomas  Fitixsimons,  William  B.  Giles,  Nicho- 
las Oilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  Andrew 
Gregg,  Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Heister,  James  Hill- 
house,  Israel  Jacobs,  Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John 
W.  Kittera,  John  Laurance,  Amasa  Learned,  Richard 
Bland  Lee,  Samuel  Livermore,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  James 
Madison,  John  Francis  Mercer,  William  Vans  Murray, 
Nathaniel  Niles,  John  Page,  Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker, 
Theodore  Se^mck,  Joshua  Seney,  Jeremiah  Smith, 
Israel  Smith,  William  Smith,  John  Steele,  Samuel  Ster- 
lett,  Jonathan  Sturges,  Thos.  Sumpter,  George  Thatch- 
er, Thomas  Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor  Tu<^er,  Abra- 
ham Yenable,  John  Vining,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Ar^ 
temas  Ward,  AnUiony  Wayne,  Alexander  White,  Hugh 
Williamson,  and  Francis  Willis. 

Nats^ — ^Robert  Barnwell  and  Egbert  Benson. 

On  the  question,  that  the  House  do  agree  to  the 
second  part  of  the  said  motion,  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing: 

"  And  their  wish  that  the  wisdom  and  magnanimity 
displayed  in  Uie  formation  and  acceptance  of  the  Con* 
stitution,  may  be  rewarded  by  the  most  perfect  attain- 
ment of  its  object,  the  permanent  happiness  of  so  great 
a  People :" 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  35,  nays 
16,  as  follows: 

YsAs. — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Ben- 
jamin Bourne,  Abraham  Claik,  William  Findley,  Tho- 
mas Fitzsimons,  William  B.  Giles,  Nicholas  Gilman, 
Andrew  Crregg,  Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Heister,  Philip 
Key,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John  W.  Kittera,  Richard  Bland 
Lee,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madison,  Jchn  Francis 
Mercer,  William  Vans  Murray,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Jdm 
Page,  Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker,  Joshua  Seney,  John 
St^e,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Jonathan  Sturges,  Thos.  Sump- 
ter, George  Thatcher,  Thomas  TredweU,  Thomas  Tu- 
dcnr  Tucker,  Abraham  Yenable^  John  Vining,  Anthony 
Wayne,  Alexander  White,  and  Francis  Wiffis. 

Nats^ — Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  James  Hill- 
house,  Israel  Jacobs,  John  Laurance,  Amasa  Learned, 
Saml  Livermore,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah  Smith, 
Israel  Smith,  William  Smith,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  and 
Artemas  Ward. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tucker,  Mr.  Madison^  Mr. 
Mercer^  Mr.  Vm ino,  and  Mr.  Page,  be  appomted 
a  committee  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  said  resolution. 

GEORGIA  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded, 

**  That,  in  the  case  of  the  contested  election  on  the 
petition  of  Jaxxs  Jacksoit,  complaining  of  an  undue 
election  and  return  of  Anthohx  Wathx,  one  of  the 
members  returned  to  senre  in  this  House  for  the  State 
of  Georgia,  the  sitting  member  have  leave  to  be  heard 
by  his  Counsel  at  the  bar  of  this  House,  on  Monday 
next :" 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
2d  Con.— 16 


Monday,  March  12. 

GEORGIA  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

This  being  the  day  to  which  the  trial  of  the 
contested  election  in  the  case  of  James  Jackson, 
complaining  of  an  undue  election  and  return  of 
Anthony  Wayne,  one  of  the  members  returned 
to  serve  in  this  House  for  the  State  of  G^rgia, 
stood  postponed;  the  House  proceeded  to  take  up 
the  same  for  consideration.     Whereupon, 

The  sitting  member,  with  his  Counsel,  and  the 
petitioner,  being  present  at  the  bar  of  the  House, 
application  was  made  by  the  Counsel  for  the  sit- 
ting member  further  to  postpone  the  hearing  on 
the  said  trial  until  Wednesday  se'nnight.  On 
which  application,  the  parties  respectively  beinjof 
fully  heard,  and  the  question  put  thereupon,  it 
passed  in  the  negative. 

The  petitioner  then  proceeded  to  exhibit  and 
read  his  proofs  in  support  of  the  alle^tions  of  his 
petition,  so  far  as  respects  the  first  article  of  charge 
therein  contained;  when  an  adjournment  being 
called  for, 

Ordered,  That  all  farther  proceeding  on  the 
said  hearing  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  March  13. 

Mr.  Tucker,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
Saturday  last  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  with  the  resolution,  of  the  same 
day^  expressive  of  the  sense  of  this  House  of  the 
notification  by  the  King  of  the  French  of  his  ac- 
ceptance of  tne  Constitution,  presented  to  him  in 
the  name  of  the  nation,  reported  that  the  com- 
mittee had  discharged  the  duty  assigned  to  them. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  mformed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled 
'^  An  act  for  an  apportionment  of  Representatives 
among  the  several  States,  according  to  the  first 
Enumeration,  and  making  provision  for  another 
Enumeration  and  an  Apportionment  of  Represent- 
atives thereon,  to  compose  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, afler  the  third  day  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-seveuj"  with  seve- 
ral amendments;  to  which  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

GEORGIA  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  House  resumed  the  hearing  on  the  trial  of 
the  contested  election,  in  the  case  of  Jambb 
Jackson,  complaining  of  an  undue  election  and 
return  or  Anthony  Wayne,  one  of  the  members 
returned  to  serve  in  this  House  for  the  State  of 
Geoi^a. 

Mr.  Lewis  (Counsel  for  Mr.  Wayne)  appealed 
from  the  charges  contained  in  the  petition,  in 
support  of  the  sitting  member,  and  stated  reasons 
why  it  would  be  proper  in  the  House  to  grant  a 
flirther  postponement,  which  he  moved  for.  The 
chief  arguments  were,  that  there  was  certain  evi- 
dence expected  by  Mr.  Wayne  which  had  not 
arrived  from  Savannah. 

A  debate  of  two  hours  took  place  upon  the  mo- 
tion for  postponement,  which  was  negatived,  19 
members  only  rising  in  the  affirmative ;  conse- 
quenUy  the  tnal  commenced. 
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It  was  opened  by  a  short  exordium  from  Mr. 
Jackson,  who  was  allowed  to  read  and  comment 
upon  his  evidence  until  past  the  usual  hour  of 
adjournment. 

Mr.  Jackson  obserred  that,  whilst  he  acknow- 
ledged the  unpleasing  task  of  appearing  as  a  prose- 
cutor, and  sincerely  wished  the  occasion  had  never 
presented  itself;  and  whilst  he  lamented  that  so 
much  of  the  public  time  which  was  required  to 
other  important  objects  had  been  expended,  he 
could  not  help  expressiuji^  the  satisfaction  he  felt 
at  the  prospect  of  a  decision  on  the  Geor^a  elec- 
tion; nor  could  he  f^bear  to  observe  tnat  the 
doors  of  investigation  could  nevdr  be  too  widely 
extended  on  a  subject  of  such  capital  import,  and 
where  the  liberties  of  the  people  were  so  materi- 
ally interested. 

One  of  the  greatest  advantages,  he  observed,  of 
a  free  Government  was  the  right,  which  every  in- 
dividual of  the  community  possessed,  of  making 
the  grievances  he  lay  under  known;  but  that  what 
in  a  private  man,  wnere  there  had  been  a  private 
injury,  was  a  private  right,  became,  in  a  public 
man,  where  a  public  grievance  or  injury  to  the 
community  had  taken  place,  a  public  and  indis- 
pensable duty. 

Possessing,  therefore,  the  testimony  he  did,  and 
bein^  in  the  situation  he  was,  a  candidate  at  that 
election,  and  the  person  who  he  believed,  had  jus- 
tice been  done^  ought  to  have  held  the  seat  on  that 
floor,  he  felt  himself  called  on,  in  a  double  capa- 
city, first,  as  a  private  individusd,  to  assert  his  own 
rights,  and,  secondly,  as  a  public  man,  to  prevent 
an  injury  to  the  community — silence  wouid  have 
been  inexcusable,  and  he  should  justly  have  been 
charged  by  his  fellow-citizens  as  the  betrayer  of 
the  rights  of  those  whom  he  might  most  impro- 
perly term  his  constituents.  He  observed,  that  it 
was  but  a  short  time  since  that  a  period  had  been 
put  to  a  Revolution,  which,  although  glorious  in 
Its  issue,  was  severe  and  bloody  in  its  contests. 

It  was  needless  for  him  to  remind  the  honorable 
House  of  the  groundwork,  the  cause  of  that  Revo- 
lution, where  so  many  of  its  members  had  parti- 
cipated in  its  dangers,  and  had  been  distingmshed 
in  its  conflicts ;  that  it  must  be  well  remembered 
that  the  avowed  principle,  the  declared  right  of 
Britain  to  bind  America  in  all  erases  whatsoever, 
without  representation,  was  the  cause.  Sir,  addea 
he,  the  right  of  representation  was  what  America 
fought  for  seven  long  years,  for  which  ao  many 
States  were  desolated,  and  for  which  so  many 
heroes  fell*  Yet,  strange  as  it  might  appear, 
scarce  half  a  score  of  years  had  passed  away  ere 
this  right  had  been  violated  and  trampled  on; 
trampled  on  ere  the  blood  of  our  feUow-citizens, 
spilt  m  its  defence,  was  as  yet  scarcely  cold,  and 
whilst  the  vestij^es  of  the  Revolutionary  War 
were  still  exposed  to  every  eye. 

To  prove  this — and,  for  the  honcNr  of  human 
nature,  he  wished  he  could  not — was  the  object  of 
his  petition,  and  his  appearance  at  the  bar  of  the 
House;  that,  in  the  prosecution,  he  wished  the 
House  to  observe  that  it  was  not  their  favor,  but 
their  justice,  which  he  demanded ;  that  the  names 
or  merits  of  the  sitting  Hiember,  or  himself,  should 


not  be  knowQ  onr  tlw  occasion;  and  that,  for  Us 
own  partj  whatevet  might  be  the  opinion  c^  tha 
honorable  fentlettao,  of  his  merits  or  i^iUty,  h» 
had  not  the  vanity  to  suppofie  that  his  being  m  er 
oat  of  Congress  would  affect  the  interest  of 
America  in  the  smallest  degree;  but  that  thtt 
question,  abstractedly  oonsidefed,  was  a  question 
of  the  greatest  magnitude,  in  which  the  lives,  the 
liberties^  the  fortunes^  the  hajf^ptnesa  of  the  Ameri- 
can people}  were  materially  mvolved ;  for  it  could 
not  DC  demed  that  they  all  depended^  in  a  greater 
or  lesser  degree,  on  the  representation  m  that 
House ;  that  the  question  was  rendered  more  im- 
portant by  its  being  the  first  of  its  kind,  lind  ther^ 
fore  would  become  the  rule  of  decision  in  all  fu- 
ture cases. 

He  then  proceeded  to  state  the  facts  and  chargds 
in  his  petition,  and  to  make  a  few  observations  oil 
them ;  that  those  observations  should  be  as  concise 
as  possible,  for  he  wished  to  address  the  HousC) 
not  as  a  common  jury,  liable  to  be  biassed  by  pre- 
judice^  or  to  be  imposed  on  by  quibbles,  but  as  the 
great  guardians  of  the  nation,  sitting  in  a  judicial 
capacity  on  a  great  and  an  important  question, 
and  in  the  decision  of  which  the  whole  commu- 
nity was  concerned. 

After  stating  that  he  had  testimony  of  another 
nature,  which  ne  had  been  prevented  by  the  reso- 
lution from  bringing  forward,  beuu;  tied  down  to 
the  express  articles  of  charge,  which,  in  the  Effing- 
ham election,  were  confined  in  two  points — that 
of  there  bein^  more  votes  than  voters,  and  bat  one 
qualified  magistrate  presiding  thereat,  he  proceeded 
to  the  investigation  of  those  charges,  and  produced 
the  following  evidence: 

First,  the  Taw  of  the  State  of  Georgia  for  ^e 
election,  by  which  he  proved  that  the  State  was 
divided  into  three  districts;  that  three  magistrates 
were  required  to  open  a  poll ;  that  the  poU  was  to 
be  opened  at  nine  o'clock  on  the  3d  oi  January, 
1791,  and  to  be  continued  open  until  sunset ;  that 
the  voters  within  the  districts  were  to  meet  oil 
the  day  of  election  in  their  respective  counties, 
agreeably  to  the  Constitution,  to  elect,  by  ballot, 
one  person  for  each  district,  agreeably  to  proclar 
mation.  He  then  produced  the  return  of  the 
election  itself,  which  proved  the  charge  of  there 
being  nine  more  votes  than  voters ;  and,  by  the 
signatures  of  the  three  persons  presiding,  it  ap- 
peared that  but  one  of  them  had  signed  as  a  ma- 
gistrate. He  observed  here  that  he  should  deem 
this  sufficient  if  he  brought  no  more  evidence^ut 
that  he  would  now  produce  the  testimony  of  jBeU 
and  Hudson,  two  of  the  persons  acting  at  that 
election,  to  prove  that  they  acted  as  private  indi- 
viduals, and  in  no  other  manner  whatever.  Mr. 
Bell's  testimony  went  to  prove  that,  wH^n  he  ar- 
rived at  the  place  of  election,  he  was  accosted  by 
Luie.  the  sherifl'  of  the  county,  who  then  first  ap- 
prised him  of  his  appointment,  and  persuaded  him 
to  sit  as  a  magistrate;  that  ne  rdused  at  first, 
saying  he  had  no  right,  but  afterwards  agreed  to 
sit,  saying  he  might  as  well  sit  there  as  any  wheve 
else ;  that  he  rei&ed  to  sign  the  return  as  a  magi^* 
trate,  and  that  he  signed  as  an  individual,  and  im 
no  other  manner ;  tnat  he  was  not  at  that  time 
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Sialitied;  and,  fn  the  cross-examination  by  Mr* 
ibbons,  he,  6n  being  asked  if  h<  had  ever  acted 
as  a  magistrate  before  that  election,  answered 
fbat  he  had  herer  acted  as  a  magbtrate  until  that 
time. 

He  next  produced  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Hudson, 
who  provea  much  the  same  as  Mr.  Bell;  and 
addedj  that  he  fouud  the  peoj^le  intoxicated  be- 
tween ten  and  eleven  o^clock in  tbe forenoon;  tSiat 
Messrs.  G^ibbons,  Moore,  and  Putnam,  residents  of 
Chatham,  voted  hi  Effingham ;  that  he  gave  up 
his  opinion  to  Mr.  Gibbons  that  the  magistrates 
were  not  qualified ;  that  a  qualification  was  ne- 
cessary, he  produced  the  testimony  of  John  God- 
lieb  MeidHnger,  clerk  of  the  Superior  Court  of 
Biffingham  county,  who  proved  that  he  never  saw 
them  act  as  magistrates  before ;  that  he  did  not 
consider  them  as  magistrates ;  and  that  they  were 
qualified  in  open  court  after  the  day  of  election. 

Meidliiiger,  whose  testimony  was  taken  on  be- 
h^f  of  the  sitting  member,  likewise  proved  that 
the  grand  jury  of  the  county  had  presented  the 
election  as  illegal ;  indeed,  added  Mr.  JacXson,  a 
qualification  on  oath  is  necessarv,  and  is  founded 
on  the  justest  reasoning.  Shoula  not  he  be  quali- 
fied on  oath,  who  has  the  pow^r  to  qualify  on 
oatht  Shoiud  not  he  be  bound  by  some  tie,  who 
has  the  personal  liberty  and  property  of  his  fellow- 
citizens  so  greatly  at  his  disposal?  ^^  Miserable  is 
that  servitude  where  the  law  is  va^e  and  uncer- 
tain," says  a  law  author ;  but  much  more  misera- 
ble, he  thought,  would  be  that  country  where  the 
gublic  and  private  rights  of  a  community  would 
e  at  the  will  of  a  litUe  desjpot  of  a  Justice,  with- 
out any  tie,  human  or  Divine.  He  did  not  men- 
tion this  to  censure  the  persons  who  had  signed 
the  return ;  he  knew  them  to  be  honest  and  well 
intentiohed,  and  they  had  objected  to  sitting  as 
magistrates  themselves. 

It  was  in  Georgia  as  it  was  in  mosit  other  new 
countries;  to  prevent  greater  evils  the  Govern- 
ment was  compelled  to  appoint  characters  of  this 
kind ;  honest  and  upright  persons,  who  were  totally 
unacquainted  with  the  mw ;  men  who  generally 
did  well  when  left  to  themselves,  but  who,  when 
worked  on  by  artful  and  desi^in^  persons,  such 
as  Liane,  the  sheriff^  who  you  find  oy  BeU's  testi- 
mony persuaded  him  to  sit,  and  that  he  had  a 
right  to  do  sa  although  it  was  the  first  time  he 
had  heard  of  his  appointm^it.  Lyman,  the  at- 
torney, whom  you  find  informing  Hudson,  to  in- 
duce nim  to  sit,  that  he  had  spoken  to  the  €ro- 
vemor,  who  had  answered,  *^  It  did  not  make  the 
leitot  odds  whether  he  was  qualified  or  not ;"  and 
this  person.  Gibbons,  whose  soul  is  faction,  and 
whose  life  has  been  a  scene  of  political  corruption ; 
who  never  could  be  easy  under  Government— 
[Here  Mr.  Jaoksoi?  was  called  to  order.]  After 
apologizing  to  the  House,  he  observed  that  he  was 
commenting  on  facts ;  that  the  proofs  were  strong 
against  Gibbons  of  abominable  corruption ;  that 
this  corruption  was,  in  a  great  measure,  of  his 
charges ;  tnat  Gibbons  had  gone  out  of  his  own 
oounty,  not  merely  to  use  an  undue  influence  with 
the  electors,  but  to  corrupt  even  the  magistrates 
diemselves;  that  it  was  evident,  that  when  he 


;d  on  those  persons  they  had  given  up  their 
>pinioiis ;  and  here  he  appealed  to  the  evi- 
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dence  of  Hudson,  wbo  swore  tEat  he  had  oblected 
to  Gibbons,  Putnam,  and  Moore,  signing  tne  re- 
turn, but  had  been  prevailed  on  by  Gibbons,  and 
had  given  up  his  own  opinion  to  him,  as  Gibbons 
was  an  attorney  at  law,  and  he,  Hudson,  sup- 
posing him  to  know  more  of  these  matters  thtm 
himself. 

Mr.  JaCkson  likewise  here  appealed  to  the 
House  whether,  if  a  law  had  been  passed  by  Con- 
gress on  elections,  Mr.  Gibbons's  behaviour  would 
not  have  come  under  it,  and  whether  an  offender 
of  the  kind  would  not  have  been  severely  punished: 
that  there  would  be  no  safety  for  the  liberties  of 
the  people,  if  such  corruptions  could  be  nermitted; 
you  find,  says  he,  the  electors  ffenerail^  intoxi- 
cated by  ten  or  eleven  o'clock  in  me  mommg;  tke 
electors  in  that  situation  could  not  tell  who  they 
voted  for.  Why,  he  a^ked,  were  those  individuals 
so  solicitous  to  get  those  persons  to  sit.  but  that 
they  supposed  they  would  be  more  docile  to  their 
measures,  and  permit  those  to  vote  who  had  no 
right  to  vote? 

Hence,  he  said,  your  honorable  House  find  Gib- 
bons, Moore,  and  Putnam,  voted  in  Effingham 
contrary  to  the  law  and  Constitution,  giving  their 
suffrages.  [Here  Mr.  Jackson  produced  the  testi- 
mony of  John  Moore,  which  was  objected  to  by 
Mr.  Lewis,  but  on  argument  it  was  admitted; 
who  proved  that  one  John  King,  a  minor,  had 
voted.  Mr.  Moore  likewise  proved  that  Gibbons, 
Lyman,  and  James  Moore,  were  very  active  in 
favor  of  Mr.  Wayne,  and  that  there  were  nine 
more  votes  than  voters;  and  that  Hudson  had 
signed  the  return  at.  the  instigation  of  Gibbons.] 
Hence,  too,  he  said,  the  House  might  perceive 
other  irregularities,  such  as  magistrates  and  clerks 
leaving  the  poll  altogether,  and  hence,  no  doubt, 
the  nine  more  votes  than  voters.  [Here  he  pro- 
duced the  testimony  of  Thomas  Wyllis,  who  cor- 
roborated the  testimony  before  read  very  fully, 
and  proved  that  the  poll  was  sometimes  lefl  by 
the  iustices  and  clerks;  he  further  declared  that 
he  Knew  Bell  and  Hudson  not  to  be  qualified 
magistrates.] 

And  hence,  he  observed,  the  very  return  itself 
was  drawn  up  by  this  Mr.  Gibbons ;  what  right 
had  he  to  interfere  with  this  return  ?  But,  not- 
withstandmg  all  this  cunning  and  corruption  of 
Gibbons,  the  very  return  was  deficient.  Were  it 
not  in  the  same  handle  and  under  the  same  seal^ 
there  would  be  no  knowing  whether  it  was  an 
election  for  a  member  of  Congress  or  a  member 
for  the  State  Legislature ;  whether  an  election  for 
the  office  of  a  coroner,  or  that  of  a  constable.  [He 
here  produced  the  return,  which  did  not  mention 
what  the  election  vwis  held  for,  but  barely  de- 
clares that  at  an  election  held  at  Elbertson,  in  the 
said  county,  the  candidates  were,  &c.] 

Mr.  Jackson  also  observed  that  there  was  some 
testimony  brought  forward  by  the  sitting  membe^ 
to  prove  that  a  Mr.  Lavier  was  a  magistrate  and 
a  worthy  man.  Why,  he  would  ask,  did  he  go 
awayl  Why  did  he  not  sign  the  return,  but  that 
there  were  ^ome  such  transactions  going  forward 
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which  he  could  not  brin^  his  mind  to  consent  to? 
Mr.  Jackson  made  a  variety  of  other  obserrations, 
which  continued  until  an  adjournment  was  called 
for.    Next  day — 

Mr.  Jackson  proceeded  in  his  obserrations,  and 
remarked  to  the  House,  that  some  members  had 
been  solicitous  to  see  a  law  of  Creorgia  where  a 
qualification  was  rendered  necessary,  previous  to 
a  magistrate's  entering  on  the  duties  of  his  office; 
that  he  had  been  uncertain  yesterday  whether  he 
had  the  law  present  with  him  or  not;  that  he  now 
felt  himself  happy  in  being  able  to  satisfy  those 
members  on  that  point. 

[He  here  produced  the  law,  and  which  appeared 
positively  to  require  the  magistrates  takmg  and 
subscribmg  the  oath  therein  prescribed,  previous 
to  their  entering  on  any  official  duty.] 

Mr.  Jackson  then  ooserved  that  he  would,  as 
he  was  on  the  Effingham  business,  beg  leave  to 
produce  the  Constitution  of  Creorgia,  to  ground 
what  he  had  advanced  yesterday  respecting  the 
right  of  Mr.  Gibbons,  Mr.  Futnam,  and  Mr.  Moore's 
voting  at  Effingham.  From  the  1st  section,  4th 
article  of  the  Constitution  of  Georgia,  it  required 
six  months'  residence  in  the  county;  this  he  read 
in  his  place,  and  said  he  considerea  the  grounds  of 
his  charges  respecting  the  Effimf^ham  return  and 
election  so  well  established,  that  Ee  would  take  up 
no  more  time  of  the  House  on  that  business. 

He  observed  to  the  House  that  the  next  charge 
was  that  of  the  suppression  of  the  Glynn  return; 
but  as  the  House  had  been  pleased  to  mdulge  him 
in  the  mode  of  conducting  the  prosecution,  he 
would  beg  the  permission  to  pass  over  the  second, 
and  come  to  the  third  charge,  that  for  the  county 
of  Camden. 

And  here  he  came,  he  said,  to  a  scene  of  iniqui- 
ty indeed,  a  scene  which  had  improved  upon  Bri- 
tish corruption,  and  had  left  ancietit  and  modem 
story  all  behind;  we  read,  it  is  true,  of  a  Roman 
consul  who  stole  the  votes  from  the  forum,  to  pre- 
vent an  election  of  the  people,  and  we  have  heard 
of  British  sheriffs  falsifying  returns  in  favor  of 
their  friends;  but  here  was  a  Judge  of  the  land,  the 
great  check  upon  the  Executive  Department,  (and 
agreeably  to  the  principles  of  free  Government, 
they  ought  to  be  separate  and  distinct,)  acting  as 
the  Executive  officer,  the  sacred  guardian  of  the 
laws,  the  liberties,  and  privileges  of  his  fellow- 
citizens,  violating  them  all,  and  trampling  them 
beneath  his  feet;  who  not  only  set  aown  more 
votes  than  the  county  had,  but  added  to  the  polls 
names  which  were  never  known.  Here  the  sacred 
office  of  a  judge  became  subservient  to  the  views 
of  party^  and  the  possessor  of  it  the  tod  of  faction; 
but  he  forbore,  he  said,  to  animadvert  on  hb  noto- 
rious conduct;  he  had  been  tried,  impartially  tried; 
he  had  been  convicted,  and  been  punished;  and  by 
that  punishment  the  character  of  his  country  had 
been  restored.  Yes,  said  he.  Georgia,  thou  hast  set 
an  examine  worthy  of  thy  elder  sisters !  thou  hast 
hung  out  a  warning  to  tyranny  and  its  supporters! 
thou  hast  set  an  example  whicn  must  be  respected, 
and  I  trust  will  be  followed,  in  similar  circum- 
stances, in  the  United  States,  to  the  end  of  time. 

He  would  proceed  to  ofier  the  evidence  on  the 


charffe^,  and  he  beeged  leave  to  assure  the  House 
that  ne  would  contOTm  as  much  as  possible,  in  the 
mode  of  producing  the  evidence,  to  the  wished  of 
some  gentlemen  yesterday;  and  tne  first  testimony 
he  would  read  would  be  that  of  Daniel  Miller, 
who  was  one  of  the  clerks  of  the  check  of  the  poll 
of  Camden,  and  a  necessary  officer  under  the  law 
of  Georffia,  which  he  produced,  and  whereby  it 
appeared  that  the  supenntending  officers  at  elect- 
ions are  empowered  to  appoint  three  clerks  to 
attend,  and  to  keep  three  rolls  or  checks,  setting 
down  the  names  of  the  voters  therein,  with  the 
names  of  the  candidates,  Ac.  He  observed  that  it 
would  appear  by  Millers  testimony  that  he  was 
one  of  these  clerks;  that  the  check  was  preserved, 
and  sent  on  annexed  to  the  testimony;  that  the 
whole  number  of  votes  at  the  lec^  poll  was  but 
twenty-five,  fifteen  for  General  Wayne,  and  ten 
for  himself;  that  poll  was  closed  agreeably  to  law, 
on  or  about  sunset;  that  he  had  scarcely  daylight 
to  complete  the  return  by  which  it  was  made  out 
by  him,  and  signed  by  tne  presiding  magistrates 
outside  the  door;  that  a  person  by  the  name  o[ 
Allen  Thomas  was  spoken  to,  to  carry  the  said 
express  to  the  Governor;  that  the  return  was  then 
lodged  in  his  hands  for  safe  keeping  until  the  next 
day.  This  testimony  Mr.  Jackson  read,  which 
further  proved  that  Mr.  Osborne  had  taken  the 
return  from  Miller,  with  a  promise  of  returning  it 
in  the  morning.  Miller  having  been  sent  for  oy 
Osborne  in  the  night;  that  Mr.  Wright,  one  of  the 
magistrates  at  the  first  poll,  advised  with  Mr.  Mil^ 
ler,  with  a  proposal  of^  Osborne'a  of  adding  the 
leeal  and  the  night  election  together,  and  to  which 
Wricht,  at  that  time,  seemed  adverse,  but  after- 
wards consented,  telling  Miller  that  Osborne  had 
not  returned  the  first  or  le^  return,  having  made 
out  another  more  to  his  mmd,  having  found  fault 
with  some  of  the  words  of  the  former,  adding  that 
Mr.  Osborne  was  a  very  good  patcher,  and  that,  if 
it  was  a  measure  insupportable,  he  would  not  have 
done  it,  and  that  he  nad  given  up,  as  Miller  be- 
lieved, his  opinion  to  the  better  one  of  Judge  Os- 
borne; Miller's  testimony  likewise  proved  that  the 
legal  return  was  suppressed  or  destroyed.  To 
corroborate  the  testimony  of  Miller,  Mr.  Jackson 
observed,  that  he  wouldJ)roduce  the  testimony  of 
Samuel  Smith,  the  sherifiof  Camden  county,  whose 

Eresence  at  the  election  was  made  necessary  by 
iw.  Mr.  Smith,  proved  that  he  attended  the 
election,  performing  the  duty  required  of  him.  Mr. 
Smith  proved  that  the  poll  was  continued  till  after 
sunset;  that  after  the  poll  was  closed,  he  saw  the 
return  made  out  by  one  of  the  clerks  appointed  to 
keep  the  checks ;  that  he  saw  it  signed  oy  the  pre- 
siding magistrates,  viz:  Henry  Wright,  Langley 
Byan,  and  Hugh  Brown. 

That  an  express  was  engaged  to  carry  the  return 
to  the  Governor,  and  that  the  number  of  votes  at 
the  said  election  did  not  exceed  thirty;  that  the 
business  of  the  day  being  concluded,  and  it  being 
then  dark,  he  returned  to  his  lodgings,  two  miles 
distant  from  the  place  of  election;  that  sometime 
after  he  got  there,  he  received  a  message  from 
Osborne^  requesting  his  return  with  the  people 
there  with  him:  tluit  he  observed  to  those  about 
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him  that  he  sujoposed  the  business  of  that  day  at 
end,  and  that  he  should  not  return  until  next 
morning. 

That,  when  he  returned  in  the  morning,  he  was 
told  that  a  second  poll  had  been  held  the  evening 
before,  a  certified  return  of  which  he  had  seen, 
containing  eighty-nine  votes,  and  that  he  did  not 
believe  that,  at  that  time,  there  were  above  seventy 
persons  entitled  to  vote  in  the  county.  That  he 
was  well  acquainted  with  Miller,  who  acted  as 
one  of  the  clerks  of  the  check,  and  that  he  was  a 
man  of  veracity,  and  well  respected. 

Mr.  Jackson  next  produced  the  testimony  of 
Dr.  John  M.  Scott,  one  of  the  surgeons  of  the  first 
regiment  of  the  United  States;  a  gentleman,  he 
said,  who  had  been  as  delicate  in  coming  forward 
as  his  opposers  could  wish.  It  had  been  with  diffi- 
culty he  nad  procured  his  evidence,  but  Dr.  Scott, 
when  he  did  come  forward,  had  given  his  testi- 
mony to  prove  that  a  second  or  illegal  poll  had 
been  held.  The  doctor's  evidence  set  forth  that 
he  was  in  Camden,  at  the  station  on  St.  Mary's, 
in  the  month  of  January,  1791;  that  he  went  to 
the  election  with  some  gentlemen  in  a  boat ;  that 
on  the  passage  they  fell  in  with  Osborne. 

That  they  arrived  at  Gray's  about  dark,  and 
that  Osborne  examined  Gray  respecting  the  elec- 
tion, and  begfi^ed  him  to  come  on  board  and  pilot 
him  to  the  ^acc^  of  election;  that  Gray  showed 
them  the  landing,  and  that  a  torch  was  brought 
them  to  show  them  where  to  land ;  that,  on  gomg 
up  to  the  house  where  the  election  was  held,  the 
judge  inquired  what  time  the  people  went  away ; 
that  it  was  answered  the  poll  was  closed  at  sun- 
down ;  that  Osborne  sent  for  several  of  the  electors 
to  return,  and  that  the  poll  was  again  opened;  that 
the  whole  number  did  not  exceed  twenty ;  that 
Mr.  Seagrove's  name  was  put  down  as  a  voter, 
but  who  was  not  present;  tnat  Osborne  inquirea 
of  Gray  the  names  of  those  who  were  not  present 
at  the  first  election,  and  that  their  names  were 
likewise  set  down  as  voters;  that  he  did  not  see  a 
ticket  or  ballot  given  in ;  that  he  asked  the  judge 
if  this  was  the  common  mode  of  doing  business  at 
elections  in  Geor^a.  to  which  Osborne  replied  to 
him.  Never  to  mmd. 

Mr.  Jackson  now  produced  the  affidavit  of 
Ghray,  to  which  some  objections  were  made  by  Mr. 
Lewis,  on  behalf  of  the  sitting  member,  and  on 
which  an  argument,  and  reading  the  statement  of 
the  ma^strate,  was  admitted.  Gray  corroborated 
the  evidence  of  Dr.  Scott  in  a  full  manner,  and 
proved  the  absentees'  names  being  set  down  to  the 
polL  particularly  Seagrove's  and  Groodbread's. 

Mr.  Jackson  next  brought  forward  the  testi- 
mony of  Abner  Williams,  to  which  objections  were 
likewise  made  by  Mr.  Lewis,  that  it  did  not  appear 
to  be  written  in  the  magistrate's  presence:  many 
nice  and  refined  distinctions  and  reasonings  were 
given,  and  the  testimony  was  ultimately  rejected. 

Mr.  Jackson  observed  that  he  had  other  testi- 
mony of  the  same  nature  from  Camden,  which, 
as  the  House  had  decided  against  the  testimony  of 
Williams,  he  should  not  produce. 

From  tne  testimony  Mr.  Jackson  had  produced, 
lie  thought  he  had  fully  established  the  iniquity 


and  illegality  of  the  Camden  election,  and  he 
begged  them  to  observe  ^he  chain  of  evidence; 
you  find,  says  he^  Miller,  a  public  officer,  doing  his 
duty  at  the  election,  who  swears  that  the  legal  poll 
consisted  but  of  twenty-five  votes,  that  fifteen  were 
for  Mr.  Wayne,  and  ten  for  himself;  you  find  the 
poll  was  closed  at  sundown,  agreeably  to  law;  you 
find  that  Miller  had  scarcely  daylight  to  complete 
the  return  by;  you  find  that  presidmg  magistrates, 
on  that  account,  signed  the  return  outside  the  door; 
vou  find  the  return  delivered  to  Miller  for  safe 
Keeping,  and  you  find  an  express  applied  to;  you 
find  the  number  from  Smithes  testimony,  who  was 
the  shei^iff  of  the  county,  and  a  necessary  officer  at 
the  poll,  corroborating  tne  testimony  of  Miller,  that 
the  number  of  votes  did  not  exceed  thirty;  an  ex- 
press was  absolutely  engaged  to  carry  the  return 
to  the  Grovemor,  and  that  after  the  law  had  been 
complied  with,  the  electors  had  ^eneraUy  dis- 
persed ;  you  next  find,  by  the  testimony  of  Dr. 
Scott  and  Gray,  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Osborne  after 
darkj  that  a  torch  was  brought  to  show  them  the 
landing;  you  find  him  sending  again  for  the  peo- 
ple, ana  here  you  observe  the  answer  of  the  sheriff 
that  the  business  of  that  day  was  at  an  end,  and 
he  should  not  return:  notwithstanding  this  cau- 
tion, you  view,  from  their  evidence,  Osborne  pro- 
ceeaing  to  a  second  election,  and  setting  down 
absentees'  names,  who  were  not  present  at  the  first 
poll,  and  amon^  them  James  Seagrove  and  Philip' 
Goodbread.  You  find  here  the  question  of  Dr. 
Scott,  Is  this  the  mode  of  conducting  business  at 
elections  in  G^rgia?  Why  that  question,  said  he, 
but  that  the  honest  dictates  of  a  virtuous  heart 
spumed  at  such  abominable  villany.  Mark  the 
answer  of  this  iniquitous  judge,  ^Hfou  never  mind.'* 
Evasion,  dark,  designing  evasion,  which  carried 
guilt  in  its  countenance;  he  dared  not  explain; 
the  deed  would  not  bear  the  light.  Shall  we  rest 
here  a  moment,  said  he,  and  search  whence  this 
right  of  proxy  ?  Is  it  found  in  the  laws  or  the 
Constitution  of  the  Continent?  Is  it  expressed  in 
the  laws  or  the  Constitution  of  Georgia?  Is  it  to 
be  met  with  in  any  of  the  laws  or  Uonstitutions 
of  the  respective  States'?  In  France  it  is  exploded; 
in  England  it  is  only  admitted  to  the  Lordsg 
whose  ri^ht  is  hereditarv ;  in  no  free  countrv  on 
earth,  said  he,  is  this  ri^nt  established.  Shall  the 
United  States  then  be  tne  first  to  sanction  this  per- 
nicious principle?  Shall  she  who  has  lighted  up 
the  flame  of  liberty  in  other  nations,  who  has  as- 
tonished the  universe,  and  loosened  the  trammels 
on  the  rights  of  men,  be  the  first  to  nourish  this 
tyrannic  vulture  in  her  bosom?  View  how  far  it 
leads,  see  how  far  it  extends,  and  there  is  not  a 
freeman  who  hears  me,  but  must  fire  with  indig- 
nation at  the  atteinpt.  If  admitted  to  one,  shiul 
we  stop  there?  Shall  we  stop  at  ten,  at  twenty, 
at  one  nundred,  or  one  hundred  thousand?  Shall 
we  stop  at  a  township,  a  county,  a  district,  or  a 
State?  Sir,  the  glory  of  our  Constitution  is  that 
our  rights  are  equal;  and  if  one  citizen  may  be 
permitted  to  vote  by  proxy,  the  whole  rights  of  the 
community  may  be  m  like  manner  delegated,  and 
the  consequence  might  be,  that  a  Dionysius  or  a 
Nero  might  be  palmed  upon  us  by  authority.  He 
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did  not  like  to  be  severe  j  he  would  repress  what 
he  felt,  oat  of  respect  to  the  House ;  but  with  what 
Tiew  did  this  wicked  iudge  eome  to  that  election? 
He  was  not  actuated  dv  a  love  of  country,  for  his 
attempts,  if  successful,  would  have  damned  its 
liberty;  not  acting  as  a  magistrate,  because,  as  a 
magistrate,  he  was  bound  by  the  law,  but  here  he 
"Was  barefacedly  breaking  it;  but,  yoid  <^  principle, 
and,  from  his  character,  ne  believed  he  never  pos- 
sessed any;  regardless  of  oaths,  and  worked  on  by 
prejudice  and  party,  he  came  there  at  all  events, 
and  by  any  means,  nowever  base  or  abominable, 
to  prevent  his  being  elected. 

Let  it  be  remembered,  sir,  if  this  can  obtain  in 
Georgia,  it  can  in  other  States,  and  the  corruption 
will  be  general.  But,  supposing  there  is  right  of 
TOOxy  a&iitted,  he  would  produce  the  census  of 
Georgia,  under  the  official  signature  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  taken  by  the  marshal  of  the  district 
of  Gieorgia,  whereby  it  would  appear  that  the 
whole  number  of  male  inhabitants  consisted  of 
but  eighty-one  persons;  here  were  eight  more 
Totes  than  the  whole  contained,  and  sixty-four 
more  than  the  legal  poll;  but  admit,  said  he,  that 
^ere  are  as  many  voters  as  the  return  mentions. 
Is  it  not  extraordinary  that,  whilst  other  counties 
have  polled  but  one-half,  and  some  not  one-fourth 
of  its  citizens,  this  county  should  have  every 
elector  attending?  But  let  us  take  the  two  elec- 
tions, said  he,  and  add  them  to^eth^r,  and  how 
T*ttl  they  then  stand,  as  appears  by  the  testimony 
bdbre  the  House  ?  Dr.  Scott  swears  there  were 
not  more  tlum  twenty  persons  at  the  second  elec- 
tion. Twenty,  therefore,  at  the  second  election, 
and  twenty-five  at  the  first  election,  are  but  forty- 
five,  so  that  forty-four  votes  are  still  wanting,  at 
the  utmost  extent;  but,  take  Gray's  testimony, 
and  this  deficiency  is  much  greater.  [Mr.  Giles 
here  asked  the  question,  whether  the  ei^ty-one 
male  persons,  returned  by  the  census,  were  the 
persons  above  the  age  of  16  or  21  ?]  Mr.  Jack- 
son, after  thanking  the  honorable  gentleman  for 
the  question,  as  k  had  escaped  hio^  in  observation, 
aaid  that  the  eightv-one  were  the  free  males  above 
16, 80  that  one-fiftn  of  thosc^  which  was  the  near- 
est proportion,  ought  to  be  deducted  for  those  be- 
tween 16  ana  21,  and  which  would  bring  it  to 
dxty-five,  which  number  was  corroborated  by  the 
testmiony  of  Smith,  the  sherij^  who  had  swora 
that  the  whole  number  of  voters  did  not  exceed, 
at  that  time,  the  amount  of  seventy.  He  observed 
diat  the  testmiony  of  Smith  must  be  of  weight,  for 
he  was  the  sherifi^of  the  county,  who  knew,  or  must 
be  supposed  to  know,  aU  the  residents,  who  sum- 
moned all  juror&  and  served  all  judicial  processes. 

Mr.  Jackson  here  begged  leave  to  offer  a  state- 
ment he  had  made  out,  not  as  testimony,  but  to 
assist  the  minds  of  the  House  of  those  j^ticular 
ekctions,  and  in  the  particular  views  m  which 
they  might  be  received. 

JTHere  follows  a  statement  of  the  pdls  in  the 
different  counties.  Mr.  Barnwell  nere  inter- 
rupted Mr.  Jackson,  as  did  abo  Mr.  Benson,  by 
opposing  the  reading  of  any  calculation ;  but  Mr. 
Madison  insisted  that  the  petitioner  had  a  right 
tp  ftate  the  numbers  at  the  different  polls.^ 


Mr.  J.  then  proceeded,  by  observing  that  he 
should  now  close  his  evidence  and  observations  on 
the  Camden  election ;  he  thought  he  had  perfectly 
established  his  charges  on  this  head,  as  well  as  on 
the  Elffingham  election;  he  had  proved  that  the 
legal  return  had  been  suppressed,  and  that  the 
second  election  had  been  illegal  altogether. 

He  would  now  proceed  to  the  ust  article  of 
charge,  the  Glynn  return,  and  here  he  should  offer 
the  testimony  of  Colonel  Samuel  Hammond,  a 
gentleman  ot  the  greatest  veracity,  who  would 
prove — [Here  Mr.  Jackson  was  called  on  by  Mr. 
Lewis  to  produce  the  evidence,  and  was  desired 
not  to  inform  the  House  of  the  contents  of  tbt 
testimony.] 

Mr.  Lewis  objected  to  Colonel  Hammond's 
evidence,  on  the  grounds  he  had  formerly  made 
to  the  testimony  of  Williams,  and,  on  argumej;!^ 
it  was  finally  rejected. 

Mr.  Jackson  here  observed  that  it  was  not  for 
him  to  do  otherwise  than  suppose  that  the  deci- 
sion of  the  House  was  proper,  however  hard  It 
might  bear  on  him,  whicn,  he  must  be  permitted 
to  say,  it  did  ^  that,  however^  by  the  failure  of  the 
receipt  of  this  testimony,  his  charge  must  fall  to 
the  ground,  as  the  evidence  of  Hammond  was  the 
principal  ground  on  which  he  rested  his  chaju;e» 
and  that  he  must,  therefore,  decline  bringing  tor- 
ward  the  other  testimonies  relating  to  thisousi- 
ness  before  the  House. 

He  said  he  felt  himself  now  bound  in  duty  to 
produce  to  the  House  the  decision  of  the  State  of 
Georgia  on  the  impeachment  of  Judge  Osbome, 
and  he  did  not  produce  it  without  an  expectation 
of  its  being  objected  to ;  but  he  be^ed  leave  to 
offer  some  reasons  why  it  should  be  received. 

Baron  Gilbert,  in  his  excellent  treatise  on  evi- 
dence, had  quoted  Mr.  Locke,  to  prove  that  the 
degrees  of  evidence  were  various,  and  that  they 
extended  from  perfect  certainty  and  demonstra- 
tion, quite  down  to  improbability  and  unUkeline8& 
even  to  the  confines  of  impossibility.  Perfect 
certainty  was  defined  to  be  a  clear  and  distinct 
perception  with  one's  own  senses;  probabilities, 
on  which,  in  a  greater  or  lesser  degree,  all  other 
evidence  rested,  consisted  of  obscure  views,  or 
what  was  seen  or  heard  by  the  report  of  others. 
The  first  kind  of  evidence  was  not  in  the  powet 
of  the  House,  because  none  of  the  facts  allege^ 
were  within  their  views;  but  they  were  com- 
pelled to,  and  did,  by  their  resolutions,  depend  on 
the  second  kind  of  evidei&ce,  or  what  was  heard 
by  the  report  of  others  in  Georgia.  The  House, 
in  receivin«[  the  testimony  offered,  would  receive 
evidence  UuLen  at  least  on  as  cveful  grounds  as 
that  taken  under  the  resolutions;  the  nucts  were 
the  same ;  the  point  at  issue  was  the  same,  whe* 
ther  corruption  had  or  had  not  taken  place  at  this 
election;  the  person  accused  was  present,  with 
his  attorneys,  to  cross-examine ;  two  of  the  attor- 
neys of  the  sitting  member  were  employed  as 
counsel,  on  that  occasion,  for  Mr.  Osborne,  and 
one  of  tnem  actuallv  cross-examined  the  evidencei 
it  must  therefore  be  supposed  that,  from  the  ex- 
alted station  a^  that  gentleman,  every  induitry 
woidd  be  used,  every  exertion  be  made  by  them, 
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•swell  to  clear  tke  chamcter  of  dieir  client  in 
£}60ffgia  as  to  establish  tb«  light  of  the  sitting 
member  here.    It  was,  he  said,  a  decision  of  the 
highest  court  of  the  State  of  Gieorgia,  founded  on 
an  express  article  of  the  Constitution— a  court 
having  competent  jurisdiction  to  decide,  and  an 
ji^uthority  which  the  memjbers  of  ^t  State  here 
:^^e  not  only  caUed  on  to  ack;nowledge^  but  to 
respect.    A  d^eci^on  of  &etion,  he  said,  it  could 
Ijkot  he  suj|^x3«ed,  for  wboevieff  heard  of  a  unaiu- 
ffiQUs  Cactutt?    Faotion  aignified  a  party  in  a 
fit^ ;  here  was  a  political  phenootenon,  mdach 
did  not  happen  in  a  political  age — a  whole  people 
of  one  way  of  thinking — a  House  of  Representa- 
tives unanimously  convictiiu;.     How,  he  asked, 
ahould  the  voice  of  the  pteojue  be  known?    Here 
were  but  two  ways:  by.  petition  from  the  people 
at  large^  or  bv  the  declared  sense  of  the  Legisla- 
jture.    u  he  had  taken  the  former,  would  not  the 
gentleman  have  come  forward  to  object  to  iti 
Would  not  there  have  been  room  to  charge  him 
with  undue  influence  in  procuring  it  ?    The  voice 
of  the  people,  therefore,  would  be  best  known  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State ;  for,  notwithstanding 
<he  nice-spun  sophistry  of  the  day,  he  could  not 
^distinguish  between  the  people  and  the  State. 
Who  was  the  State,  but  tne  society  which  com- 
pose it?    Who.  then,  were  the  people,  but  the 
-State?    Would  Congress,  then,  not  receive  the 
Mose  of  the  State  of  Georgia  ?    Would  they  hush 
that  voice  which  says  we  are  not  represented? 
Would  not  the  world  perceive  how  short-lived 
Republican  virtues  weoe,  and  Ihe  British  King 
behold  acts  for  which  they  had  denominated  him 
A  tyrant  ?    The  Government  was  founded  on  the 
ifasis  of  the  States  and  people ;  and,  at  least,  a 
Recent  resj^t  should  be  so  far  paid  them  as  to 
receive  their  complaints.    If  it  be  said  that  Con- 
gress haVjC  the  sole  power  of  judgu^g  of  the  re- 
turns, elections,  and  qualifications  of  its  own 
anemoers,  without  denvmg  this  position,  he  would 
)»eg  leave  to  observe,  tnere  were  powers  delegated 
by  the  Constitution  which  were  not  exclusive ; 
.that  a  power  was  given  to  the  States  to  prescribe 
the  times,  manner,  and  place,  fpr  holding  the  Sec- 
tions, but  Congress  might  alter  those  regulations. 
Here,  then,  was  a  right  in  Congress  much  was 
Aot  exercised ;  the  States  were  in  the  exercise  of 
this  power ;  every  member  in  the  House  had  been, 
elected  under  State  laws ;  the  State  officers  exe- 
cuted the  laws ;  and  who  had  the  cognizance  of 
Iheir  malfeasance  but  the   States  under  whom 
those  officers  held  their  appointments  ?    Besides, 
who,  he  asked,  could  so  well  detect  corruption  as 
the  States,  who  were  so  much  interested  to  do  ^t  ? 
Could  Congress  detect  this  corruption?    Would 
individuals  hazard  their  lives  and  fortunes,  at  the 
end  of  every  electum.  to  attend  Congress  to  in- 
ionn  thcim  of  it  ?    Would  Congress  establish  in- 
quisitions in  the  respective  States  to  find  it  out  ? 
Would  the  people  of  America  submit  to  in4|uisi- 
tions?    Had  Congress  the  power  to  compel  evi- 
dence to  attend  ?    Where  was  their  law — where 
jtbeir  compulsorv  process  ?    He  had  seen  ncather. 
But,  suppose  all  tl^s  got  over,  and  corruption  de- 
ttected)  can  Con^poess  punish  the  authors  d*  it? 


Here,  again,  he  would  ask  for  their  law,  their 
power  to  do  so ;  and  evjen  then,  could  they  dismiss 
the  State  officers  convicted  of  cc^ruption  ?  Sir, 
added  he,  could  the  united  wisdom  of  this  House 
have  removed  Mr.  Osborne  irom  the  bench  of 
Georgia?  Secure  in  his  seat,  he  would  have 
minded  the  fulminations  of  Cfongres$  no  i^Of^ 
than  the  fulminations  of  the  Court  of  Rome. 

But,  he  supposed,  it  would  be  objecled  to  a|i 
another  ground^  that  it  was  not  a^eeably  to  the 
strict  rules  of  law,  and  there^re  inadmissible,  as 
the  parties  were  not  the  same.  Although  ho  ad- 
mitted, in  some  degree,  that  the  doctrine  might 
holdj  yet  still  it  was  not  imfrequently  allowea  to 
admit  decisions  in  other  courts,  on  trials  between 
other  parties.  Thus,  for  instance,  a  sentence  of 
a  court  of  admiraltv,  where  goods  had  been  con- 
demned in  a  case  of  piracy,  was  admitted,  as  evi- 
dence, in  a  court  of  common  law,  in  action  of  trover. 
A  sentence,  in  an  ecclesiastical  court,  was  admitted 
as  evidence  of  the  right  to  the  thing  there  decreed. 
A  decree  in  chancery  was  not  usuaUy  admitted 
at  common  law.  And  he  recollected  one  strong 
case,  where  a  jud^ent  of  ouster  a^raunst  the  huX- 
ijQfs  of  a  corporation  was  ^dmitt^  as  evidence 
$uraiast  the  person  claiming  a  -title  under  Mieir 
eleotion.  This  last  case  was  precisely  i^  point, 
apd  he  beg^  leave  to  impress  it  qnth^  House, 
and  the  sittmg.memher  claiming  nndkr  ^exabam 
of  |((r.  Osborne.  He  acknowledged  die  advantaae 
the  ^earned  counsel  had  of  him  here,  having  his 
books  to  riesort  to,  but  he  did  not  meui  to  rest 
foUy  on  those  easesj  because  he  conceived  the 
House  bound  by  their  own  laws,  and  not  bv  the 
laws  of  any  interior  court ;  but  where  could  be 
the  danger  of  admitting  it?  Were  die  House  a 
common  jury,  liable  to  l>e  imposed  on  by  artifice, 
or  biassed  by  prejudice,  they  could  not  examine 
the  evidence,  reject  wnat  ought  to  be  rejected, 
and  suffer  that  to  impress  them  which  ought  to 
impress  them. 

Here  Mr.  Lewis  objected  to  the  admission  of 
these  papers,  find  was  astonished  that  they  should 
be  oSeied  to  the  House.  He  argued  that  the  im- 
peachment of  Jud^  Osborne  was  unconnected 
with  the  business  m  question ;  that  it  was  alto- 
gether ex  parte,  and  therefore  hoped  the  House ' 
would  reject  it,  and  not  sufier  the  proceedings  of 
the  State  of  Georgia,  dignified  as  it  was,  to  influ- 
ence Congress  in  a  matter  which  was  entirely 
within  their  own  Jurisdiction. 

The  House  refused  to  receive  them.  Where- 
upon the  farther  hearing  on  the  said  trial  was 
adjourned  until  to-morrow. 

WEnNEsoAY,  March  14. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendments  tothe 
bill  entitled  ^An  act  to  a3oertain  and  regulate  the 
claims  to  half-pay  and  to  invalid  pensions,''  and 
have  ma^e  a  farther  amendment  to  the  said  bill ; 
to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

6E0R6U  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  House  resumed  the  hearing  on  the  con- 
U^ted  eleetion  in  the  caae  of  Jambs  Jaohsoic,  oom- 
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plaining  of  an  undue  election  and  return  of  An- 
thony Wayne,  one  of  the  members  returned  to 
serre  in  this  House  for  the  State  of  Georgia ;  and 
application  in  writing  having  been  made  by  the  pe- 
titioner as  follows: 

« That  the  deeirion  of  the  Senate  of  the  State  of 
CJeorgia,  on  the  impeachment  of  Judge  Oflbome,  so  fiir 
as  respects  the  Camden  retom  for  a  member  to  repre- 
sent the  State  of  G^eorgia,  on  the  3d  day  of  January, 
1701,  be  receiyed  as  evidence  in  the  present  trial  of  that 
election,  to  establish  die  corruption  of  Judge  Osborne." 

As  well  the  petitioner  as  the  sitting  member, 
by  his  Counsel,  were  fully  heard  on  the  subject  or 
the  said  application ;  and  the  question  being  taken, 
that  the  House  do  agree  to  the  same,  it  was  passed 
in  the  negative — yeas  20,  nays  41,  as  foUows : 

YxAS. — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Elias 
Boudinot,  Abraham  Clark,  Elbridge  Oeny,  William 
B.  Giles,  Andrew  Gregg,  William  Bany  Grove,  Daniel 
Heister,  Israel  Jacobs,  Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kitchell,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker,  John  Steele, 
Thomas  Sumpter,  Greorge  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tred- 
well,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  and  Frands  Willis. 

Nats.^ — Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Shearjashub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  John 
Brown,  William  Findley,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  Nicho- 
las Gilman,  Benjamin  G^oodhue.  Samuel  Griffin,  Tho- 
mas Hartley,  James  Hillhouse,  Daniel  Huger,  John  W. 
Kittera,  J6bn  Laurance,  Amasa  Learned,  Richard 
Bland  Lee,  Samuel  Livermore,  James  Madison,  John 
Francis  Mercer,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augustus 
Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Murray,  Nathaniel  Niles, 
John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Joshua 
Seney,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  William  Smith, 
Samuel  Sterrett,  Jonathan  Sturges,  Peter  Sylvester, 
Abraham  Venable,  John  Vining,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth, 
Artemas  Ward,  Alexander  Wbite,  and  Hugh  Wil- 
liamson. 

The  petitioner  then  proceeded  to  conclude  with 
the  exhibits  and  proofs  in  support  of  the  remain- 
ing charges  of  his  petition,  after  which,  the  sitting 
member,  by  his  Counsel  entered  into  the  defence, 
and  produced  sundry  exnibits  and  proofs  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  said  charges ;  and  having  made  some 
progress  therein,  an  imjoumment  was  called  for. 
Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  the  farther  hearing  on  the  said 
trial  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


TnuRsnAY,  March  15. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  declaring  the  consent  pf  Congress  to  a  certain 
act  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  to  continue  for 
a  longer  time  an  act  declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  certain  acts  of  the  States  of  Maryland, 
Georgia,  and  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Planta- 
tions,'' so  far  as  the  same  respects  the  States  of 
Georgia  and  Rhode  Island  and  rrovidence  Planta- 
tions. 

GEORGIA  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  House  resumed  the  heariDjg;  on  the  con- 
tested election,  in  the  case  of  the  petition  of  James 
Jaokbon.  complaining  of  an  undue  election  and  re- 
turn of  Antbony  Waynb,  one  of  the  members 


returned  to  serve  in  this  House  for  the  State  of 
Georgia ;  and  the  Counsel  for  the  sitting  member 
having  concluded  his  defence,  the  petitioner  was 
heard  in  reply ;  after  which,  the  parties  retired 
from  the  bar. 
A  motion  was  then  made  and  seconded, 

^  TThat  certain  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  State  of  Georgia,  accompanied  with 
other  papers,  transmitted  agreeably  to  their  resolutioii» 
under  the  signature  of  the  Governor  and  the  seal  of  the 
State,  relative  to  die  election  of  a  member  to  refvesent 
the  Eastern  District  of  the  said  State  in  this  House,  be 
received." 

On  which  motion,  the  previous  question  being 
culled  for  by  five  members,  to  wit :  ^'  Shall  the 
main  question  to  agree  to  the  said  motion  be  now 
put  V  it  passed  in  the  negative,  and  so  the  said 
motion  was  lost. 

An  adjournment  was  then  called  for  and  car- 
ried. 


Friday,  March  16. 

The  House  proceeded  to  a  decision  on  the  con- 
tested election  in  the  case  of  the  petition  of  James 
Jackson^  complaining  of  an  undue  election  and 
return  or  Anthony  wayne,  one  of  the  members 
returned  to  serve  in  this  House  for  the  State  of 
Georgia ;  and,  after  debate  thereon,  a  motion  be- 
ing made  and  seconded  that  the  House  do  agree 
to  the  following  resolution : 

'^Reaolvedf  That  Avtboft  Watvb  was  not  duiy 
elected  a  Member  of  this  House :" 

It  was  unanimously  resolved  in  the  affirmative, 
by  yeas  and  nays,  every  member  present  voting 
in  tne  affirmative. 

Another  motion  was  then  made  and  seconded. 
^  That  the  Speaker  do  transmit  a  copy  of  the  said 
vote  to  the  Executive  of  the  State  or  Georgia  f 
and.  debate  arising  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  all  farther  decision  on  the  said 
contested  election  be  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  BoUBNE,  of  Rhode  Island,  from  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  petitions  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Loans  for  the  States  of  New 
Hampshire  and  Rhode  Island  and  Providence 
Plantations,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  Tuesday  next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate,  disagreed  to  by  this  Hous^ 
and  insisted  on  by  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  entitled 
^^An  act  to  ascertain  and  regulate  the  claims  to 
half-pay  and  to  invalid  pensions."    Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  recede  from 
their  disagreement  to  the  said  amendments,  and 
doth  ajgree  to  all  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
the  said  bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  ac- 
quaint the  Senate  therewith. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  relative  to  the  act  entitled  "An  act 
repealing,  aiter  the  last  day  of  June  next,  the  du- 
ties heretofore  laid  upon  distilled  spirits  imported 
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from  abroad,  and  laying  others  in  their  stead ;  and 
also,  upon  spirits  distilled  within  the  United 
States,  and  for  appropriating  the  same,"  which 
was  made  to  this  House  on  Tuesday,  the  6th  in- 
stant, be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Tuesday  next.  > 


Saturday,  March  17. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing his  report  on  the  petition  of  the  Ministers 
and  Trustees  of  the  Lutheran  church  in  Rheland 
township,  Chester  county^  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania ]  also,  on  the  petition  of  the  Wardens  of 
tne  Calvinist  church,  m  Vincent  township,  in  the 
county  and  State  aroresaid ;  and  on  the  petition 
of  the  Corporation  of  Trustees  of  the  public  Gram- 
mar school  and  Academy  of  Wilmington,  in  the 
State  of  Delaware ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasur)r,  accompany- 
ing his  report  concerning  the  additional  supplies 
requisite  for  the  ensuing  year,  made  pursuant  to 
a  resolution  of  the  House  or  the  8th  instant ;  which 
was  rea<L  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee or  the  Whole  House  on  Friday  next. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States, 
enclosing  his  report  on  the  petition  of  Andrew 
Jackson ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Orderedj  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  amend  an 
act  entitled  ^^An  act  to  provide  more  effectually 
for  the  collection  of  duties  on  ffoods.  wares,  and 
merchandise,  imported  into  the  Unitect  States,  and 
on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels,"  so  far  as  to 
I>ermit  the  landing  of  salt,  under  certain  retpla- 
tions,  at  warehouses  belonging  to  the  several  fishe- 
ries, and  to  allow  a  drawrack  on  the  exportation 
of  salted  provisions  equal  to  the  duty  that  is  paid 
on  the  salt  used  in  preserving  the  same ;  and  that 
Mr.  Williamson,  Mr.  Key,  and  Mr.  Parker,  be 
the  said  committee. 

APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  entitled 
''An  act  for  the  Apportionment  of  Representatives 
among  the  several  States,  according  to  the  first 
Enumeration,  and  making  provision  for  another 
,  Enumeration,  and  an  Apportionment  of  Represent- 
atives thereon,  to  compose  the  House  of  Repe- 
sentatives,  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1797." 
Whereupon,  the  first  amendment  being  read,  and 
the  question  put,  that  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
same,  as  follows : 

Section  fint,  between  the  words  «of"  and  '^mem- 
het9i*  insert  ** one  hundred  and  twenty :" 

It  passed  in  the  negative — ^yeas  90,  nays  31,  as 
follows : 

Tbas. — Fisher  Amee,  Egbert  Benson,  Elias  Boudi- 
not,  Sheaijashab  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Abraham 


Claric,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  Elbiidge  Geny,  Nicholas 
Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  lliomas 
Hartley,  Israel  Jacobs,  Aaron  Kitdiell,  John  W.  Kitte- 
ra,  John  Laurance,  Amasa  Learned,  Samuel  Liver- 
more,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker, 
Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  8mi^ 
John  Steele,  Peter  Sylvester,  George  Thatcher,  Thomaa 
Tredwell,  John  Vining,  and  Jeremiah  Wadsworth. 

NATS^-^ohn  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Ro- 
bert Barnwell,  John  Brown,  William  Findley,  William 
B.  Giles,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Barry 
Grove,  Daniel  Heister,  James  Hillhouse,  Daniel  Huger, 
Philip  Key,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
James  Madison,  John  Francis  Mercer,  Andrew  Moore, 
Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  John  Page,  Josiah 
Parker,  Joshua  ^uey,  William  Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett, 
Jonathan  Sturges,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Thomas  Tudor 
Tucker,  Abraham  Venable,  Alexander  White,  Hug^ 
Williamson,  and  Frauds  WilUs. 

The  other  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
said  bill  were  then  severally  read ;  and,  on  the 
question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  bv  the  House. 

Residved,  That  a  conference  be  desired  with , 
the  Senate  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  said 
amendments ;  and  that  Mr.  Mxdison,  Mr.  Find- 
let,  Mr.  Hillhouse,  Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Caro- 
lina, and  Mr.  Baldwin,  be  appointed  managers  at 
the  said  conference,  on  the  part  of  this  House. 


Monday,  March  19. 

A  petition  of  John  Macpherson,  setting  forth 
that  he  has  discovered  an  infallible  method  of  as- 
certaining the  longitude,  to  a  degree  of  precision 
far  beyond  any  ^rmer  discovery;  and  praying 
that  Confess  will  enable  him  to  prove  his  theory 
by  experiments  in  a  voyac^e  to  France. 

Oraered,  That  the  said  petition  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  agree  to  the  conference  proposed 
by  this  House,  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  amend- 
ments disagreed  to  by  this  House  to  the  bill  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  an  Apportionment  of  Representa- 
tives among  the  several  States,«according  to  the 
first  Enumeration,  and  making  provision  for  ano- 
ther Enumeration  and  an  Apportionment  of  Re- 
Sresentatives  thereon,  to  compose  the  House  of 
lepresentatives  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1797," 
and  have  appointed  managers  at  the  said  confer- 
ence on  their  part.  The  Senate  recede  from 
some,  and  insist  on  other  of  their  amendments 
disagreed  to  by  thb  House  to  the  bill  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  widows,  orphans, 
invalids,  and  other  i^ersons.'^  The  Senate  have 
also  pa^d  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  erect  a  light- 
house on  Montauk  Point,  in  the  State  of  New 
York  f  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  providing  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of 
persons  under  particular  circumstances  barred  by 
the  limitations  heretofore  established^"  with  seve- 
ral amendments :  to  which  they  desire  the  tcon- 
currence  of  this  House. 
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GEORGIA  C0NTE8TED  ELECTION. 

The  House  theii  resumed  the  Croasideration  of  a 
fwrthex  deoisiou  on  tke  ooateeted  eleotion,  in  the 
aase  of  the  petkion  of  Jajibs  Jackson,  complain- 
itkf  of  an  undue  eieetion  and  letum  oc  ANTB<mT 
Wayne,  one  of  the  members  letunied  to  serve  in 
this  House  for  the  State  of  Georgia ;  and,  a  mo- 
tion being  made  and  seconded,  that  the  House  do 
oome  to  the  following  resolution : 

"Resohed,  That  the  petitioner,  Jaxxs  JACKsoFy  is 
entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  House,  as  a  member  for  the 
lower  dirtrict  of  the  State  of  Georgia ;  and  that  the  right 
of  petitioning  against  the  election  of  the  said  Jaxss 
Iacksoh  be  reserved  to  all  persons,  at  any  time  during 
the  term  for  which  he  was  elected." 

Debate  thereon  ensued  $  when  an  a4JouEnm«Bt 
heiog  called  for,  the  seveval  ordecs  cf  the  day 
were  further  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Td£8Da.y,  March  20. 

A  biU  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^' An  act  to 
erect  a  light-house  on  Montauk  Pmnt,  in  the  State 
of  New  X  ork,"  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
^  An  act  providing  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims 
of  persons,  under  particular  circumstances,  barred 
by  the  limitations  neretofore  established ;"  and  the 
same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
^1  An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  widows,  orphans, 
invalids,  and  other  persons^"  which  were  disagreea 
to  by  this  House  and  insisted  on  by  the  Senate; 
whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  recede  from 
their  disagreements  to  the  said  amendments,  and 
doth  agree  to  the  same. 

GEORGIA  OONTE8TEB  ELECTION. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday,  on  the  contested  election 
in  the  case  of  the  petition  of  James  Jackson,  com- 
plaininffof  an  updue  election  and  return  of  An- 
thony Watnb,  one  of  the  members  returned  to 
serve  in  this  House  for  the  State  of  Gkoigia. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  proposed  the  following  resolu- 
tion, viz: 

**  That  the  seat  of  AirraoxT  Wathb,  as  a  member 
of  this  House,  is  vacant ;  and  that  notice  be  served  on 
the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  in  order  that 
he  may  issue  a  writ  for  a  new  election." 

^  This  motion  was  objected  to  as  not  being  suffi- 
ciently comprehensive  to  express  the  sense  of  the 
House.  On  the  contrary,  it  seemed  to  be  intended 
to  jwevent  the  introduction  of  a  resolution  which 
was  proposed  by  Mr.  Giles,  viz: 

«  Rained,  That  James  Jackson  is  entitled  to  a  seat 
House." 


To  both  of  those  motions  several  amendments, 
subititutes,  ^.,  were  proposed;  and  Mr.  Giles's 
motion  was  modified  so  as  to  read  thus: 

**  Resohedf  That  Jam xs  Jacksof  is  duly  elected,  and, 
fherdbre,  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  House." 


Mr.  Giles  supported  this  motion  by  a  train  of 
judicious  and  weU  applied  arguments,  drawn  from 
the  precedents  of  the  British  Government;  he 
particularly  mentioned  the  Middlesex  election, 
when  Mr.  Wilkes  was  expelled  the  House  of 
Commons,  for  having  been  tried  and  found  guilty 
of  an  abominable  HtoI;  in  which  case  a  writ  for  a 
new  election  was  issued,  because  there  was  not 
then  any  other  candidate:  but  when  afterwards 
there  was  a  candidate  set  up  against  Mr.  WiUces, 
the  House  of  Commons  did  not  order  a  new  writ 
to  issue,  they  declared  the  other  candidate  duly 
elected,  naving  previously  decided  that  Mr.  Wilkes 
was  ineligible  to  a  seat  m  the  House.  This,  al- 
though it  may  not  be  reckoned  exactly  a  case  in 
point,  comes  something  near  to  the  Creorgia  elecr 
tion;  and  from  this  and  a  variety  of  other  case& 
which  Mr.  G.  quoted^  he  thought  the  House  woula 
be  highly  justinable  m  declaring  Mr.  Jackson  duly 
elected,  and  therefore  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  House 
of  Representatives.  Mr.  G.  further  observed,  tha^ 
the  consequence  of  not  agreeing  to  the  resolution 
he  had  the  honor  to  propose,  would  be  a^disavowal 
of  the  right  of  the  judicial  powers  of  the  House 
in  oases  where  they  were  to  decide  on  the  qualifi- 
cations of  their  own  members;  and  it  would  be 
transferrins  those  powers  to  the  Executives  of  the 
States,  if  Mr.  Smith's  motion  should  obtain. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  rose  to  oppose  Mr.  Giles's  mo- 
tion, and  entered  into  a  very  extensive  chain  of 
argument  on  the  rights  of  election,  the  powers  of 
Congress,  the  danger  of  foreclosing  the  chair  of 
the  sitting  member,  should  he  desire  to  impeach 
the  validity  of  the  petitioner's  election ;  the  want 
of  reciprocity  tiiat  would  ensue  from  an  adoption 
of  the  resolution ;  the  danger  of  so  bad  a  prece- 
dent ;  the  deprivation  of  the  rights  of  Georgia  to 
hold  a  new  election  to  fill  the  vacancy,  dtc,  &c. 
He  also  quoted  almost  all  the  cases  or  contest^ 
elections  in  Great  Britain,  and  drew  inferences 
from  each  in  favor  of  his  own  opinion.  He  said 
the  business  before  the  House  was  not  to  take 
cognizance  of  Mr.  Jackson's  right  to  a  seat,  it  had 
been  no  more  than  to  investigate  the  legality  of 
Mr.  Wayne's  seat,  which  was  now  decided  in  the 
negative;  it  was  not  a  contest  between  Mr.  Wayne 
and  Mr.  Jackson,  but  an  inquiry  into  a  return. 

Mr.  Giles  proposed  to  amen4  his  motion,  by 
adding  these  words,  "and  that  the  right  of  peti- 
tioning against  the  said  election  (of  James  Jack- 
son) be  inreserved  to  all  persons,  dbc.,  within  the 
time  for  which  he  was  elected." 

Mr.  Madison  refrfied  generally  to  all  the  rea^ 
soning  of  the  gentlemen  ^o  had  ffone  before  him 
in  this  business;  he  mentioned  the  general  rule, 
that  whosoever  had  a  majoritv  of  sound  votes  was 
the  legal  Representative;  he  then  recited  the  seve- 
ral exceptions  to  this  rule,  and  expatiated  on  the 
Uup  paAiamerUaria.  In  addition  to  the  cases 
<^uoted  by  Mr.  Giles  and  Mr.  W.  Sbhth,  he  men- 
tumed  one  wherein  corruption  appeared  in  hoth 
candidates,  and  the  seat  was  adjud^d  to  him  wha 
had  the  greatest  number  of  sound  votes;  but  this, 
he  said,  was  not  a  case  exactly  in  point :  he  thec^ 
fore  believed  it  would  be  necessary  to  decide  the 
present  one  agreeably  to  the  Constitution  aDi4 
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tjjght  reascffu  He  bad  yeutured  an  opinion  for- 
mBtlj  upon  an  occasion  of  tiiis  kind,  aoyd  be  would 
DOW  comess  that  if  the  House  could,  conformably 
to  reason,  precedents,  or  convenience,  admit  the 
petitiooinff  member  to  a  seat,  he  believed  that  they 
ought  to  <&  it,  in  order  to  fill  up  the  chasm  in  the 
House,  so  &I  as  relates  to  the  representation  and 
interest  of  the  State  of  Georgia.  He  differed  in 
opinion  with  those  who  had  argued  that  the  peti- 
tioner had  not  claimed  his  seat;  and  even  admit- 
ti/if  he  had  done  so,  or  that  he  would  resign  or 
lerose  to  accept  it,  still  the  House  are  bound  to 
declare  and  establish  his  right. 
The  House  now  adjourned. 


mm 


Weonesdat,  March  21. 

A  petition  of  sundry  merchants  of  the  State  of 
BImnk  Island,  trading  to  India  and  China,  was 
pfesented  to  the  House  and  read*  praying  that  teas 
imported  from  Borope  in  veeaets  thiie  property  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States^  may  be  subjected  to 
tbe  same  duties  aad  rtgolations  as  teas  imported 
from  India  in  vessels  belonging  to  citizens  of  the 
United  States.  Ordered^  tlmt  Uie  said  petition  be 
lelented  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Ordered^  That  the  report  of  the  Attorney  Qene- 
nd  (m  the  petition  of  Andrew  Jackson,  be  com- 
mitted to  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Stbblb,  and  Mr.  Liv- 

IKMOBB. 

Ordered^  That  the  Message,  of  yesterday,  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  be  committed 
to  Mr.  Wbitb,  Mr.  Ladiiaiiob,  and  Mr.  Smith,  of 
South  Carolina,  with  instructions  to  report  there- 
on by  way  of  bul  or  bills. 

A  mesmge  iran  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  '^  An 
tet  ibr  fixing  the  conupenaation  of  the  Doorkeep- 
ers of  the  Senate  ana  House  of  Representatives 
in  Congress;^  to  wluoh  they  desire  the  concur- 
lence  of  this  House. 

GEORGIA  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  on  the  contested  election  in  the  case  of  the 
petition  of  James  Jackson,  complaining  of  an  un- 
aue  election  and  return  of  Anthony  Wayne,  one 
of  the  members  returned  to  serve  in  this  House 
for  the  State  of  Georgia. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  rose  to  deliver  his  opinion;  pre- 
vious to  which,  he  thought  proper  to  recapitulate 
most  of  the  circumstances  which  have  come  into 
view,  before  the  House,  from  the  time  of  receiv- 
ing Mr.  Jackson's  petition  to  the  present  time,  of 
declaring  whether  Le  is,  or  is  not,  entitled  to  the 
seat  in  me  House  of  Representatives.  He  took 
particular  notice  that  there  were  only  two  candi- 
dates for  the  lower  district  of  Georgia:  no  third 
candidate  had  been  set  up.  Hence,  as  tnere  were 
only  two,  and  one  of  them  has  been  proved  to  be 
illegally  elected,  it  remains  to  be  decided  whether 
the  other  be  entitled  to  his  seat.  He  olraerved,  that 
in  three  of  the  counties  the  whole  of  their  elec- 
tions were  null  and  void;  and  that,  with  respect 
to  the  others,  tU  the  evidence  which  would  be 


necessary  to  an  investigation  had  not  been  yet  be- 
fore the  House,  as  no  other  evidence  had  been 
adduced  but  such  as  was  thought  necessary  to  va- 
cate the  contested  seat;  consequently,  the  evidence 
admitted  in  one  case  cannot  be  admitted  in  the 
other;  and  if  Congress  proceed  in  the  question 
now  under  consideration,  they  must  do  it  without 
the  cognizance  of  Georgia,  and  without  any  return 
by  them  made  in  iavor  of  the  i>etitioner.  Besides, 
it  will  be  doing  an  essential  injury  to  the  sitting 
member,  shoura.  it  appear  that  ne  nad  a  majority 
of  votes  exclusive  of  all  the  illegal  ones,  as  it  wifl 
be  precluding  him  from  all  redress,  to  declare  the 
petitioner  the  sitting  member. 

Mr.  B.  also  quoted  the  case  of  the  Marrland 
election  of  Mr.  riKKNBT,  who  had  resignea;  yet 
the  next  candidate  in  number  of  votes  was  not 
declared;  a  new  election  v^as  held.  Upon  the 
whole,  after  considerable  time  spent  in  reasoning 
nearly  on  similar  grounds  with  those  of  Mr.  W, 
Smith,  he  concluded  by  declaring  that  he  was 
apprehensive  the  House  would  be  acting  rather 
precariously  should  they  attempt  9Jiy  decision  at 
present  on  the  resolution  proposed. 

Here  Mr.  Boodimot  j[iroposed  to  read  a  paper 
in  his  place,  containing  information  which  he  said 
was  necessary  to  suj^port  the  opinions  he  had  ad- 
vanced, and  which  paper  went  to  prove  that  these 
was  not  a  majority  or  votes  in  favor  of  the  peti- 
tioner after  deducting  the  tUegal  votes.  Several 
members  opposed  the  veadiag  of  these  papers,  and 
some  asked  why  these  papers  had  not  been  pro- 
duced on  the  trial?  To  this  it  was  replied  by  Mr. 
W.  Smith,  that  this  testimony  was  not  then  ne- 
cessary; it  was  also  observed,  that  in  case  Mr. 
Wayne's  testimony  should  prove  so  many  illegal 
votes  against  Mr.  Jaosaon,  that,  after  all  the  bad 
votes  were  left  out  on  both  sides,  it  should  appear 
that  Mr.  Wayne  had  a  majority  notwithstanding 
the  House  would  be  driven  into  a  dilemmiL  for  it 
might  be  demanded  of  them  to  declare  his  ekctioa 
les^  after  the  House  had  already  declared  it  ille- 
^.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  was  judged 
improper  to  produce  the  evidence  proposed  to  be 
read  bj  Mr.  Bouoinot;  and  he  accordingly  with- 
drew It,  and  proceeded  to  make  some  further  ob- 
servations on  the  impropriety  of  agreeing  to  the 
motion  under  consideration. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  expressed  some  regret  at  the 
situation  into  which  the  House  was  driven  in  this 
business.  He  quoted  the  election  laws  of  Britain, 
and  drew  several  inferences  therefrom,  as  the  only 
precedents  that  could  enable  Congress  to  form  a 
judspnent  He  also  observed  that  special  regard 
ou^t  to  be  paid  to  the  election  law  of  Georgia. 
From  the  whole  of  his  arguments,  it  appeared  mat 
unless  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  Mr.  Jackson 
had  been  returned  to  the  Gk)vemor,  and  from  him 
transmitted  officially  to  the  Speaker,  dc,  he  could 
not  suppose  him  entitled  to  a  seat. 

Mr.  HiLLBOusE  was  of  opinion  that,  until  such 
time  as  .Congress  enacted  a  law  for  regulating 
electiqps,  there  was  no  other  rule  to  go  by  than 
the  laws  of  the  States;  under  this  impression,  he 
joined  in  opinion  with  Mr.  Livermore. 

The  question  being  now  taken  that  this  House 
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doth  agree  to  the  said  motion,  amended  to  read 
as  follows: 

<<  Resolved,  That  Jambs  Jackson  is  entitled  to  take  a 
seat  in  this  Honse,  and  that  the  right  of  petitioning 
against  the  election  of  the  said  Jambs  Jacksok,  he  re- 
served to  all  persons,  at  any  time  during  the  term  for 
whidi  he  was  elected :" 

it  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  29,  nays  29— 
the  House  being  equaUy  divided. 

And  Mr.  Speaker  declaring  himself  with  the 
Hays — ^the  yeas  and  nays,  as  demanded  by  one-fif^h 
of  the  members  present,  were  as  follows: 

YBAS^-John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John 
Brown,  Abraham  Clark,  William  Findley,  Elbridge 
Oeny,  William  B.  Giles,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Gnf- 
fin,  William  Barry  GroTe,  Daniel  Heister,  Israel  Jacobs, 
Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madison, 
Andrew  Moorc^  Nathaniel  Niles,  John  Page,  Josiah 
Parker,  Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker,  Joshua  Seney,  Jere- 
miah Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Jonathan  Sturges,  Tho- 
mas Suinpter,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham  Venable, 
and  Francis  Willis. 

Natbw — Fidker  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Ellas  Boudinot,  Sheaijashub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Benjap 
min  Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  Thomas  Hartley,  James 
Hillhouse,  Daniel  Huger,  Pldlip  Key,  Aaron  Kitdiell, 
John  W.  Kittera,  John  Laurance,  Amasa  Learned,  Sam- 
uel LiTermore,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  Theo- 
dore Sedgwick,  William  Smith,  John  Steele,  Peter  Syl- 
vester, George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Jere- 
miah Wadiirworth,  Artemas  Ward,  and  Alexander 
White. 

Resolved,  That  the  seat  of  Anthony  Watnb, 
as  a  member  of  this  House,  is,  and  the  same  is  de- 
clsured  to  be,  yacant. 

Orderedj  That  the  Speaker  transmit  a  copy  of 
the  preceding  resolution,  and  of  this  order,  to  the 
Executive  of  the  State  of  Greorgia,  to  the  end  that 
the  said  Executive  may  issue  writs  of  election  to 
fill  the  said  vacancy. 

Thursday,  March  22. 

A  memorial  of  sundry  public  creditors,  who 
loaned  money  to  the  United  States  between  Sep- 
tember, 1777,  and  March,  1778,  was  presented  to 
the  House  and  read,  praying  that  the  modification 
of  their  claims,  suggested  in  the  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  to  tne  present 
session  on  the  subject  of  the  public  debt,  may  be 
adopted.  Referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury on  the  Public  Debt. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
for  fixing  the  compensations  of  the  Doorkeepers 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
Congress,"  was  read  the  first  time. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  on  the  subject  of  the  Public  Debt; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee 
ros^  and  had  leave  to  sit  afain. 

Mr.  Williamson,  from  tne  committee  appoint- 
ed, presented  a  bill  for  ascertaining  the  bounds  of 
a  tract  of  land  purchased  by  John  Cleves  Symmes; 
which  was  received,  read  twice,  and  committed. 


Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Cardina,  from  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Henry 
Laurens,  made  a  report;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LivERMORE,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Cteorge  Turner,  one 
of  the  Judges  of  tne  Territory  Northwest  or  the 
River  Ohio^  made  a  report;  wnich  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secre^ry  of  State,  on  the  subject  of  a 
report  on  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the 
United  States  with  foreign  nations;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  memorial  of  Benjamin  Stiles,  in  behalf  of 
himself  and  his  associates,  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  that  the  contract  between 
the  United  States  and  John  Cleves  Symmes  may 
be  so  far  varied,  as  to  include  the  purchase  made 
by  the  memorialist  and  his  associates  of  the  said 
Symmes,  and  to  quiet  them  m  their  title  and  pos* 
session  of  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Direct- 
ors of  the  Ohio  Company  of  Associates;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and 
had  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Madison,  from  the  managers  appointed  on 
the  TOirt  of  this  House,  to  attend  a  con^rence  with 
the  Senate  on  the  subjectnnatter  of  the  amend- 
ments depending  between  the  two  Houses,  to  the 
bill,  entitled  ^^  An  act  for  an  Apportionment  of  Re- 
presentatives among  the  several  States  according 
to  the  first  Enumeration,  and  making  provision  for 
another  Enumeration,  and  an  Apportionment  of 
Representatives  thereon,  to  compose  the  House  of 
Representatives,  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1797," 
reported  that  the  managers  had,  according  to  order, 
attended  to  that  duty,  and  that,  after  offering  the 
reasons  for  disagreement  on  the  part  of  this  House, 
and  hearinff  those  which  were  offered  by  the  ma- 
nagers on  the  part  of  the  Senate  in  answer  there- 
to, several  propositions,  offered  by  the  managers 
on  the  part  of  this  House,  for  accommodating  the 
said  disagreement,  not  being  acceded  to  by  the 
managers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  they  had  mu- 
tually determined  to  separate  from  the  said  con- 
ference without  agreement. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  infontied  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendments  dis- 
agreed to  by  this  House  to  the  bill,  entitled  '^  An  act 
for  an  Apportionment  of  Representatives  among 
the  several  States  according  to  the  first  Enumera- 
tion, and  making  provision  for  another  Enumera- 
tion, and  an  Apportionment  of  Representatives 
thereon,  to  compose  the  House  of  Representatives 
after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1797." 


Friday,  March  23. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Qeorge  Turner,  one  of  the  Judges  of  tne  Ter- 
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ritory  of  the  United  States  Northwest  of  the  Rirer 
Ohio.    Whereupon, 

BeBolved,  That  the  laws  of  the  Territory  North- 
west of  the  Ohio  be  printed  under  the  inspection 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  delivered  to  the 
Goyemor  and  Judges,  to  be  distributed  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  inhabitants^  that  the  c^cial  du- 
ties of  the  Secretary  of  the  said  Territory  be  under 
the  control  of  the  laws  of  the  Territory;  that  the 
€k>Temor  and  Judges  have  power  to  repeal  their 
laws,  if  found  to  be  improper;  that  a  single  Judge, 
in  the  absence  of  the  other  Judges,  be  authorized 
to  hold  a  Court;  that  the  Secretary  of  State  pro- 
vide seals  for  the  said  Territory;  that  the  military 
power  be  subordinate  to  the  civU  power;  that  the 
limitation  act,  passed  by  the  Gk)vemor  and  Judges 
of  said  Territory  the  28th  day  of  December,  1788, 
ought  to  be  repealed  by  Congress;  that  certain 
expenses  incurred  by  two  of  me  Judges  in  pur- 
chasing a  boat  to  carry  the  Judges  and  soldiers, 
as  an  escort  on  the  circuit,  and  also  for  sending 
an  express^  amounting  to  — ,  ought  to  be  paid 
by  the  Umted  States. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  Mr.  Livbr- 
MORB,  Mr«  Laurange,  Mr.  Whitb,  Mr*  Williabi- 
80N,  and  Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  do  pre- 
pare and  brin|^  in  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  biU,  entitled  "An 
act  for  altering  the  times  of  holding  the  Circuit 
Courts  in  certain  districts  of  the  XJnited  States, 
and  for  other  purposes;"  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

A  petition  of  Christian  Qeorge  Elholm  was 

E resented  to  the  House  and  read,  stating  that  he 
ad  discovered  the  cause  of  the  motions  and  vari- 
ation of  the  magnetic  needle,  and  praying  the  pa- 
tronage of  Confess  to  aid  nim  with  the  means 
of  msuung  experimental  proofs  and  demonstration 
of  his  theory;  or  that  he  may  now  receive  com- 

Sensation  as  the  survivor  of  five  captors,  who, 
uring  the  late  war,  took  and  captured  one  hun- 
dred and  eleven  British  regulars  one  hundred 
and  twenty-seven  stand  of  arms,  nve  armed  ves- 
sels, mounted  with  thirty-six  four-pounders^  and 
manned  with  forty  sailors,  together  with  swivels, 
TNTOvisions,  and  other  articles,  all  which  were  de- 
livered for  the  use  of  the  Arm^r. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petitimi,  so  far  as  it  re- 
spects a  claim  for  services  rendered  duriiu^  the 
late  war,  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
with  instruction  to  examine  the  same,  and  report 
his  opinion  thereupon  to  the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  Report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  petition  of 
the  Trustees  of  the  Grammar  School  and  Acade- 
my of  Wilmington,  in  the  State  of  Delaware. 
Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  and  petition  be 
referred  to  Mr.  Vinino,  Mr.  Mbrcbr,  and  Mr. 
Ashb;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon, 
to  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  '^An 


act  supplementary  to  the  act  for  making  fbrther 
and  more  effectual  provision  fot  the  protection  c^ 
the  frontiers  of  the  United  States;"  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  bill  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  for  ascertaining  the 
bounds  of  a  tract  of  land  purchased  by  John  Cieves 
Symmes;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr. 
Speaker  resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Senet  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  no  amendment 
thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  for  finishini^  the  light- 
house on  Baldhead,  at  the  mouth  of  Uape  Fear 
river,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed 
the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Seney  reported  that  the  Com- 
mittee had  had  the  said  bill  under  consideration, 
and  made  no  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  peti- 
tions of  the  merchants  of  the  cities  of  New  York 
and  Philadel^ia,  importers  of  teas.   Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That,  for  all  teas  imported  into  the 
United  States  since  the  3d  dav  of  March,  1791, 
the  duties  whereon  shall  have  oeen  bonded,  pay- 
able in  one  year,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  officers 
of  the  customs  to  whom  such  bonds  were  given, 
to  cancel  the  same,  and  to  take  other  bonds  in 
lieu  thereof,  payable  in  two  years,  Tfrom  the  time 
of  the  importation  of  the  teas  for  wnich  the  same 
is  given):  Provided,  That  such  teas  are  deposited 
with  the  proper  officer,  agreeably  to  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  the  3d  or  March,  1791. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bUls  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  Mr.  Lau- 
range, Mr.  FiTzsiMONS,  and  Mr.  Qerrt,  do  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  the  same. 

APPORTIONMENT  BILL, 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate^  which  were  dis- 
agreed to  by  this  House  and  insisted  on  by  the 
Senate,  to  the  bill  for  an  Apportionment  of  Repre- 
sentatives among  the  several  States  accordh^^to 
the  first  Enumeration,  and  making  provision  for 
another  Enumeration,  and  an  Apportionment  of 
Representatives  thereon,  to  compose  the  House  of 
Representatives  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1797. 
Whereupon, 

The  question  being  taken,  that  this  House  doth 
recede  from  their  £sagreement  to  all  the  said 
amendments,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative- 
yeas  31,  nays  29,  as  follow^: 

Ybasw— Fisher  Ames,  Egbert  Benson,  Ellas  Bondi^ 
not,  Sheaijashnb  Bourne,  Benjamm  Boome,  Abraham 
Clark,  Thomas  Fitzsimon^  Elbridge  Oeny,  Nicholas 
CMUnan,  Benjamm  Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  Thomas 
Hartlinr,  Lnrael  Jacobe,  Aaron  KitoheU,  John  W.  Kittera, 
John  Lawranfce,  Amasa  Learned,  Samud  Livermore, 


4A8 


HISTORY  OP  OON6RE9S. 


484 


KopR.] 


Etta^fMmmut  ^  a  MhU. 


[Mabch,  ITOBL 


Fradflfick  Angiictiii  Mohlenberf ,  Natenkl  NBm,  Ckir^ 
Bdhit  C.  Schoonmaker,  Theodore  8edgwiok»  Jeremiah 
dmifeh,  lerael  Smithy  John  Steele,  Peter  Sytreeter,  Geo. 
Thatcher,  Thomas  TredweU,  John  VioiBg,  Jeremiah 
Wadeworth,  and  Artemae  Ward. 

Nats. — John  Baptist  Ashe»  Abraham  Baldwin,  Ro- 
bert BamweU,  John  Brown,  William  Findley,  William 
B.  Giles,  An^w  Gregg,  William  Barry  Grove,  Daniel 
Heister,  James  Hillhoose,  Daniel  Hoger,  Philip  Key, 
Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madison, 
John  Francis  Mercer,  Andrew  Moore,  John  Page,  Jo- 
■iah  Pvker,  Joshna  Seney,  William  Smith,  Samuel 
Sterrett,  Jonathan  Sturges,  Thomas  Stmipter,  Thomas 
Tudor  Tucker,  Abraham  Venahle,  Alexander  White, 
Hogh  WilHamson,  and  Francis  Wilhs. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  ac- 
quaint the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  Report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  on  the  petition  of  the  Execu- 
tors of  Edward  Carnes,  deceased;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  had 
leave  to  sit  again. 


Satubdat,  March  24. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  ascertaining  the  bounds 
of  a  tract  of  land  purchased  by  John  C.  Symmes, 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  finisning  the  light-house 
on  Baldhead,  at  the  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  river, 
in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^  An  act 
to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  Circuit  Courts  in 
certain  districts  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted. 

A  petition  of  the  officers  of  the  Massachusetts 
line  (H  the  late  Army  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  praying  that  the  subject-matter  of  a  peti- 
tion presented  at  the  last  session,  representing  the 
losses  they  sustained  in  the  mode  ofcompensation 
for  their  military  services,  may  now  be  taken  into 
consideration  and  relief  granted.  Ordered^  That 
the  said  petition  do  lie  on  the  taMe. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  ^  An  ad  supplemental  to  the  act,  entitlea 
'  An  act  making  further  and  more  effectual  provi- 
sion for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United 
Stafbs;'"  and  af^er  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  an 
amendment  thereto ;  which  was  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House;  and  then  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  FiT28iM0N8  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  eitend  the  time  heretofore 
granted  for  the  payment  of  the  duties  on  certain 
teas  imported  after  the  third  of  March,  one  thou- 
aaiid  seven  handred  and  ninety-one )  which  was 
rtoeived,  read  twice,  and  committed. 

ESTABLISHMENT  OP  A  MINT. 

The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  Hoosc  oa  the  bill  seat  from  th€  Senate, 


entitled  ^  An  act  establishing  a  Mint,  aad  reffiriat* 
ing  the  coins  of  the  United  States."  The  foUow<» 
ing  amendment  being  under  eonsideratioB,  vis : 

**  In  the  tenth  section,  strike  out  the  words '  (V  rtprtHn- 
toHon  oftht  head  of  the  Preaidtrd  of  the  UhU^  Staiet 
fbr  the  time  being,  with  an  inacripitonf  which  ehail  ex* 
pn»»  the  initiai  &r  Jint  baer  of  hie  Chriaiitm  ot  fit$t 
iMMMt,  and  hie  surname  at  kngth,  the  eueeeeeion  of  the 
Fremdeney  nwnerkaibf,*  anCin  ttem  theireo^  insnt^ 
<  EmblMnatio  oi  Liberty,'  with  an  inscriptkm  of  th« 

WOdd  LlBBBTT." 

Mr.  Pagb,  in  support  of  this  motion  said,  that  it 
had  been  a  practice  in  Monarchies  to  exhibit  tln^ 
fibres  or  heads  of  their  Kings  upon  their  coin^ 
either  to  band  down  in  thei^orant  ages  in  which 
this  practice  was  introduced,  a  kind  of  chronolo- 
gical account  of  their  Kines,  or  to  show  to  whom 
the  coin  belonged.  We  have  all  read,  that  the 
Jews  paid  tribute  to  the  Romans,  by  means  of  a 
coin  on  which  was  the  head  of  their  Csraar.  Now 
as  we  have  no  occasion  for  this  aid  to  history,  not 
any  pretence  to  caU  the  money  of  the  United 
States  the  money  of  our  Presidents,  there  can  be 
no  sort  of  necessity  for  adopting  tne  idea  of  the 
Senate.  I  second  the  motion,  therefore,  for  the 
amendment  proposed ;  and  the  more  readily  ht- 
cause  I  am  certam  it  will  be  more  agreeable  to  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  see  the  head  of 
Liberty  on  their  coin,  than  the  heads  of  Precedents. 
However  well  pleased  they  might  be  with  the  head 
of  the  great  man  now  their  President,  they  may 
have  no  great  reason  to  be  pleased  with  some  (h 
his  successors;  as  to  him^  diej  have  his  busts,  hia 
pictures  everywhere;  historians  are  daily  cele- 
brating his  fiime.  and  Congress  have  YOted  him  a 
monument  A  rarther  compliment  they  need  not 
pay  him,  especially  when  it  may  be  said,  that  no 
Kepublic  has  paid  such  a  compliment  to  their 
Chief  Magistrate;  and  when  indeed  it  would  be 
viewed  by  the  woiid  as  a  stamp  of  Royalty  on 
our  coins ;  would  wound  the  feeUngs  of  many 
friends^nd  gratify  our  enemies. 

Mr.  Williamson  seconded  the  motion  also,  and 
affirmed  that  the  Romans  did  not  put  the  heads 
of  their  Consuls  on  their  money ;  that  Julius  Csesar 
wished  to  hare  his  on  the  Roman  eoin,  but  only 
ventured  to  cause  the  figure  of  an  elephant  to  be 
impressed  thereon ;  that  by  a  pun  on  the  Cartha- 
ginian name  of  that  animal,  which  sounded  like 
the  name  of  Casar,  he  might  be  said  to  be  on  the 
coin.  He  thought  tne  amendment  consistent  with 
Republican  principles,  and  therefore   approved 

of  It. 

Mr.  LivEBMORB  ridiculed,  with  an  uncommon 
degree  of  humor,  the  idea  tnat  it  could  be  of  any 
consequence  to  the  United  States  whether  the 
head  of  Liberty  were  on  their  coins  or  not ;  the 
President  was  a  very  good  emblem  of  Liberty; 
but  what  an  emblematical  figure  might  be,  he 
could  not  tell.  A  ghost  had  b^n  said  to  be  in  the 
shape  of  the  sound  of  a  drum,  and  so  might  Liber- 
ty tor  aaght  he  knew ;  but  how  the  President's 
head  being  on  our  coins  could  affect  the  Liberty 
of  the  People,  was  incomprehensible  to  him.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  the  amendment  would  be 
refected. 
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Mr.  Smith,  of  Sonth  Carolina,  agreed  with  Mr. 
LiVERMORB  in  opinion ;  adding,  tnat  the  President 
representing  the  people  of  tne  United  States, 
mi^ht  with  great  propriety  represent  them  on 
their  coins.  He  d^ed  that  Republics  did  not 
place  Uie  images  of  tiieir  Chief  Ma^strates  on 
their  coins ;  and  said,  he  was  surprised  tnat  a  mem- 
ber who  so  much  admired  the  French  and  their 
new  Constitution,  should  be  so  ayerse  to  a  practice 
tiiey  have  established;  the  head  of  their  Xing  is 
by  their  C<»stitntion  put  upon  their  money.  Be- 
sideS)  it  was  strange  that  for  a  circumstance  so 
triyial  we  should  lose  time  in  debating,  and  risk 
the  loss  of  an  important  bill. 

The  said  amendment  was  again  read^  and  a  di- 
vision of  the  question  thereon  called  for :  Where- 
npon, 

The  question  being  taken,  that  the  House  do 
agree  to  the  first  part  of  the  said  amendment  for 
striking  out  the  words  ^^  or  representation  or  the 
head  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  the 
time  being,  with  an  inscription,  which  shall  ex- 
press the  initial  or  first  letter  of  his  Christian 
or  first  name,  and  his  surname  at  length,  the  suc- 
cession of  the  Presidency  numerical^  r^^t  was 
resolred  in  the  affirmattve — yeas  26,  nays  22,  as 
follows : 

Ybas^ — ^Abraham  Baldwin,  Abraham  Claik,  Thomas 
FitzsimoDs,  William  B.  Giles,  Andrew  Gregg,  Daniel 
Heister,  Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kitcheli,  John  W.  Kittera, 
John  Lanrance,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel  Maoon, 
James  Madison,  Andrew  Moore,  Nathaniel  Niles,  John 
Page,  Joshua  Seney,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett, 
Thomas  Smnpter,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor 
Tucker,  Abraham  Yenable,  Alexander  White,  Hugh 
Williamson,  and  Francis  Willis. 

Nats.^ — Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Benson,  Elias  Bou- 
dinot,  Shearjashob  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  John 
Brown,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  lliomas 
Hurtlej,  James  HilBiouse,  Daiuel  Huger,  Israel  Jacobs, 
Amasa  Leamed,8amuel  Liyennore,Oonielias  C.  Schoon- 
DMtker,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Willkm  Smith,  Jonathan 
Sturges,  Peter  Sylvester,  George  Thatcher^  Jeraniah 
Wadsworth,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

And  then  the  question  being  taken  that  the 
House  do  agree  to  the  second  part  of  the  said 
amendment,  for  inserting,  in  lieu  of  the  words 
stricken  out,  the  words,  "Emblematic  of  Liberty, 
with  an  inscription  of  tne  word  Liberty:" — ^it  was 
resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  42,  nays  6,  as 
follows : 

YxAS^— Abraham  Baldwin,  Robert  Barnwell,  Benj»> 
min  Bourne,  John  Brown,  Abraham  Clark,  Thomas 
Fitzsimons,  William  B.  Giles,  Nicholas  Gihnan,  Bai- 
jamin  Goodhue,  Andrew  Gregg,  Thomas  Hartley,  Da- 
niel Heister,  James  Hillhouse,  Daniel  Huger,  Israel 
Jacobs,  Philip  Key,  Aaron  KitcheU,  John  W.  Kitteia, 
John  Laurance,  lUdiard  Bland  Lee,  Natluniel  Macon, 
James  Madison,  Andrew  Moore,  Nathaniel  Niles,  John 
Page,  Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker,  Theodore  Sedgwick, 
Joshua  8eney,  Jeremiah  Smith,  William  Smith,  Samuel 
Sterrett,  Jonathan  Sturges,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Peter 
Sylvester,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker, 
Abraham  Yenable,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Artemas 
Word,  Alexander  White,  Hugh  Wiffiamson,  and  Fran- 
ebWiUis. 


Nats^ — ^Egbert  Boison,  ElisB  Botdindt,  SheanadiiA 
Bourne,  Amasa  Learned,  Sttmuel  Livermore,  and  Geotge 
Thatcher. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  read  the  third  time  on  Monday  next 

MoNUAT,  March  26. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate  entitled  ^  An  act 
establishing  a  Mint,  and  regnlattnff  the  coina  of 
the  United  States."  together  with  the  amendment, 
was  read  the  thira  time ;  and  the  question  being 
put  that  the  same  do  pass,  it  was  res(^Ted  in  the  ^ 
afiKrmative — yeas  32,  nays  22,  as  follows : 

YisAS^ — Fisher  Ames,  John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham 
Baldwin,  Robert  BamweD,  Egbert  Benson,  Elias  Bondi- 
not,  Sheonashub  Bourne,  Benj.  Bourne^  J<An  Brown, 
Elbridge  Gerry,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue, 
TImm.  Hartley,  Dan.  Heister,  Dan.  Huger,  Phifip  Key, 
J<^  W.  Kittora,  John  Laurance,  Amasa  Learned, 
Samuel  Livennore,  John  Francis  Mercer,  Fredokk 
Augustus  Muhlenberg,  John  Page,  Theodore  Sedgwick, 
William  Smidi,  Samuel  8t«rrett»  Jonathan  Sturges, 
Peter  Sylvester,  John  Vining,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth, 
Artemas  Ward,  and  Hugh  Williamson. 

NATs^Abraham  Clark,  William  Findley,  William 
B.  Giles,  James  Gordon,  William  Barry  Grove,  James 
Hillhouse,  Israel  Jacobs,  Aaron  Kitchell,  Richard  Bland 
Lee,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madison,  Andrew  Mo<»e, 
Nathaniel  Niles,  Josiah  Parker,  Cornelius  C.  Schoon- 
maker, Joshua  Seney,  Israel  Smith,  Thomas  Sumpter, 
C^eorge  Thatdier,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham  Yenable, 
and  Alexander  White. 

Ordered^  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  ac- 
quaint the  Senate  therewith. 

OHIO  COMPANY  OF  ASSOCIATES. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  Diriect- 
ors  of  the  Ohio  Company  of  Associates;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  haa  had  the  said  report 
under  consideration,  and  come  to  several  resolu- 
tions thereupon ;  which  were  severally  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

<'  Resolved,  That  the  title  ought  to  be  made  to  the 
Ohio  Company  for  so  much  of  the  lands  in  their  con- 
tracts as  they  have  actually  paid  for. 

"  Reaohea,  That,  in  addition  to  the  above  quantity 
of  land,  there  be  also  granted  to  the  said  Ohio  Company, 
two  hundred  and  foturteen  thousand  two  hundred  and 
eighty*five  acres,  being  the  proportion  tiiey  were,  by  a 
resolve  of  Congress,  authorized  to  pay  in  ormj  rights, 
upon  their  dehveiing  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trefl^roy 
army  rights  sufficient  for  the  purpose ;  and  that  tiiere 
be  also  granted  to  the  said  company,  in  addition  to  die 
before-mentioned  tnots,  one  hundred  thousand  acres,  to 
make  good  one  thousand  lots  of  one  hundred  acres  eadi, 
appropriated  by  the  said  company  as  bounties  to  sudi 
as  might  become  settlers  withm  the  said  purchase,  upon 
condition,  nevertheless,  that  the  said  company  ^all 
make  good  such  bounties,  as  weU  to  future  settlers  as  to 
those  already  settled. 

**  Rtsokedy  That  a  title  be  made  to  the  said  company 
for  the  remainder  of  the  one  million  five  hundred  thou- 
sand acres  contracted  for,  upon  their  paying  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  a  sum  not  exceeding  -*— 
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.cents  per  acre  for  the  same,  with  interest  from  the  pass- 
ing  an  act  for  that  purpose." 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolutions ;  and  that  Mr.  Sedg- 
wick. Mr.  FiNDLEY,  Mr.  Benson,  Mr.  Learned, 
and  Mr.  Baldwin,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
same. 

ESTABLISHMENT  OF  A  MINT. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  disagree  to  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  this  Hou^  to  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act 
establisning  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins  of 
the  United  States ;"  and  agree  to  the  amendment 
proposed  by  this  House  to  the  bill  entitled  ^  An 
act  supplemental  to  the  act  for  making  further 
and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of 
the  frontiers  of  the  United  States." 

It  was  moved  that  the  House  should  recede 
from  their  amendment  to  the  bill  entitled  ^^  An  act 
establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins  of 
the  United  States." 

Mr.  LivEBMORB  supported  the  motion.  He  said 
he  did  not  conceive  it  possible  that  any  friend  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate, that  great  and  good  man,  would  have  re- 
msed  to  pay  every  tribute  of  respect  which  was 
justly  due  to  him.  We  have  now  a  favorable 
opportunity  of  complimenting  him,  without  any 
shadow  of  flattery,  and  without  any  expense.  But, 
instead  of  this,  what  is  proposed  i  An  emblem- 
atical figure  or  Liberty.  But  what  is  this  Liberty 
which  some  appear  to  be  so  fond  of  7  He  had  no 
idea  of  such  Liberty  as  appears  to  possess  the 
minds  of  some  gentlemen.  It  is  little  better  than 
the  liberty  of  savages — a  relinquishment  of  all 
law  that  contradicts  or  thwarts  their  passions  or 
desires.  His  idea  of  Liberty  was  that  which  arose 
from  law  and  justice,  which  secured  every  man  in 
his  proper  and  social  rights.  Some  gentlemen 
may  thmk  a  bear  broke  loose  from  his  chain  a  fit 
emolem  of  Liberty ',  others  may  devise  a  different 
emblem ;  but  he  could  not  conceive  that  any  of 
them  would  be  applicable  to  the  situation  of  the 
United  States,  which  justly  boasted  of  being 
always  free.  If  any  idea  of  an  emblem  is  necessary, 
he  thought  it  might  be  applied  to  the  head  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  The  present  oc- 
casion affords  the  best  opportunity  of  doing  honor 
to  the  man  we  love ;  instead  of  which,  we  offer 
him  an  afiront.  He  could  not  reconcile  this  con- 
duct to  propriety  or  consistency ;  for,  while  it  is 
proposed  to  raise  a  monument  to  the  memory  of 
the  President,  which  will  cost  fif^  thousandj^ui- 
neas,  a  proposition  to  honor  him  in  a  more  effect- 
ual manner,  and  in  a  way  which  will  be  satisfac- 
tory to  the  people,  without  any  expense,  and  with 
Siifect  security  to  their  liberties,  is  objected  to. 
e  hoped  the  House  would  recede. 

Mr.  Mercbr  replied  to  Mr.  Livermobb  with 
some  decree  of  asperity.  He  observed  that  there 
was  a  nue  in  the  British  House  of  Commons  that 
the  name  of  the  Kins  should  never  be  mentioned 
in  any  delMite.  He  thought  some  such  rule  might 
be  introduced  with  advantage  into  this  House. 
In  the  course  of  his  remarks,  to  show  that  the  cir- 


cumstance of  having  the  President's  head  stamped 
on  the  coin  could  not  be  justly  considered  as  doing 
him  an  honor,  he  said,  tnat  persons  of  no  better 
character  than  a  Nero,  a  Caligula,  or  a  Helio- 
gabulus,  may  enjoy  it  as  well  as  a  Trajan,  Ac, 

Mr.  Seney  animadverted  with  severity  on  the 
remarks  offered  by  Mr.  Liveemoee,  and  on  the 
conduct  of  the  Senate ;  particularly  in  returning 
the  bill  with  a  negative  to  the  amendment  of  the 
House,  within  a  period  that  left  them  no  time  to 
deliberate  on  the  reasons  which  might  have  in- 
fluenced the  House. 

Mr.  Giles  opposed  the  motion  for  receding. 
He  adverted  to  the  ideas  which  are  connect^ 
with  the  subject  in  European  countries.  The 
President's  head  wiU  not  designate  the  Qovern- 
ment.  There  is  to  be  but  one  head ;  but  does  not 
our  Government  consist  of  three  parts  1  Is  there 
any  other  head  proposed  to  be  on  the  coin  but  the 
President's  1  He  said  this  circumstance  was  of  a 
piece  with  the  first  act  of  the  Senate.  It  had  a 
near  affinity  to  titles,  that  darling  child  of  the  Se- 
nate, whicn  has  been  put  to  nurse,  with  an  inten- 
tion that  it  shall  be  announced  at  some  future  pe- 
riod in  due  form. 

Mr.  Benson  said,  he  supposed  he  should  be  ex- 
tremely disorderly  were  he  to  mention  the  mo- 
tives which  influenced  the  Senate  in  their  discus- 
sions. He  knew  not  what  they  were,  nor  was  it 
of  importance  that  he  should.  He  then  observed, 
that  plain  pieces  of  metal  will  not  answer  for 
money ;  some  impression  is  necessary  to  guard 

X'nst  counterfeits.  The  Senate  have  determined 
X  the  device  shall  be ;  but  the  House,  by  their 
amendment,  have  left  the  matter  entirely  to  the 
judgment  of  the  artist,  who  may  form  such  an 
emblem  as  suits  his  fancy.  Mr.  B.  ridiculed  the 
idea  of  the  people's  beins  enslaved  by  their  Presi- 
dents, and  much  less  by  his  image  on  their  coin. 
Mr.  Page  replied  that  he  was  sorry  to  find  that 
some  gentlemen  endeavored  to  ridicule  Republic- 
an cautions.  He  thought  it  both  indelicate  and 
inconsistent  with  their  situations,  as  well  as  highly 
impolitic.    He  confessed  that,  a^  Ions  as  the  peo- 

Ele  were  sensible  of  the  blessings  of  liberty,  and 
ad  their  eyes  open  to  watch  encroachments,  they 
would  not  be  Enslaved ;  but  if  they  should  ever 
shut  them,  or  become  inattentive  to  their  interests 
and  the  true  principles  of  a  free  Government,  they, 
like  other  nations,  might  lose  their  liberties ;  that 
it  was  the  duty  or  the  members  of  that  House  to 
keep  the  eyes  of  their  constituents  open,  and  to 
watch  over  their  liberties.  It  was  therefore  un- 
becoming a  member  to  treat  with  levity  and  to 
ridicule  any  sentiment  which  had  that  tendency. 
For  his  part,  he  thought  it  the  peculiar  duty  of 
the  Representative  of  a  free  pec^le  to  put  them 
upon  tneir  guard  against  anjrthing  which  could 
possibly  endanger  their  liberties.  That  with  this 
view  he  warned  his  constituents  of  the  danger,  not 
merely  of  imitating  the  flattery  and  almost  idola- 
trous practice  of  Monarchies  with  respect  to  the 
honor  paid  to  their  Kin^  by  impressing  their 
images  and  names  on  their  coins,  out  he  wished 
to  sidd  as  few  incentives  as  possible  to  competi- 
I  tors  for  the  President's,  place.    He  warned  his 
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coontry  against  the  cabals,  the  corruption,  and 
animosities,  which  might  be  excited  by  the  in- 
trigues of  ambitious  men,  animated  with  the  hope 
of  handing  their  names  down  to  the  latest  ases 
on  the  medals  of  their  country.  But  this  indis- 
criminate honor  is  unworthy  of  the  President's 
acceptance.  A  Nero,  a  Caligula^  a  Heliogabulus, 
it  has  been  obserred,  [by  Mr.  Mbrcer,]  may  enjoy 
it  as  well  as  a  Trajan.  To  applv  it  to  the  present 
Chief  Magistrate,  alone,  would  be  less  exception- 
able«  But  this  would  be  highly  improper ;  for,  if 
he  should  pass  an  act  for  this  purpose,  it  miffht 
blast  his  reputation.  I  am  of  opmion  that  the  Se- 
nate knew  his  delicacy  would  not  permit  him  to 
pass  such  an  one.  They  have  therefore  extended 
the  compliment  to  all  his  successors.  We  are 
mider  obligations  to  the  sreat  man  now  our  Pre- 
sident ;  but  a  lorer  of  Liberty  and  friend  to  the 
Rights  of  Man,  would  be  cautious  how  he  showed 
his  sense  of  that  obli^tion.  As  a  friend  to  the 
President,  I  am  unwillmg  to  offer  him  a  compli- 
ment which,  if  accepted,  might  damn  his  reputa- 
tion. Were  I  in  his  place,  I  would  cut  on  my 
hand  rather  than  it  should  sign  the  act  as  it  now 
stands.  Were  I  his  greatest  enemy,  I  should  wish 
him  to  pass  it  as  it  was  passed  by  the  Senate. 
Sir,  I  am  as  much  his  friend  as  the  member  from 
New  Hampshire,  and  have  shown,  at  proper  times 
and  places,  that  I  was  so.  I  am  too  sensible  of 
the  honor  our  President  has  acquired  to  suppose 
that  an  unbecoming  compliment  can  in  any  de- 

§ree  contribute  to  Us  increase.    I  hope,  therefore, 
le  amendment  which  the  House  has  made  will 
not  be  receded  from. 

The  question  being  now  put,  that  this  House 
doth  recede  from  the  said  amendment,  it  passed 
in  the  negatire — yeas  24,  nays  32,  as  follows : 

YxAS. — ^Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Elias  Boudinot,  Shearjashub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Nicholas 
Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  Thomas  Hartley,  James 
Hillhouse,  Daniel  Huger,  Israel  Jacobs,  John  W.  Kit- 
tera,  Amasa  Learned,  Samuel  Livermore,  Theodore 
tSedgwick,  William  Smith,  Jonathan  Storges,  Peter 
SyWester,  Greorge  Thatcher,  Jeremiah  WadsWorth,  and 
Artemas  Ward. 

Nats^— John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abnham  Baldwin,  John 
Brown,  Abraham  Clark,  William  B.  GKles,  James  Gor- 
don, Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Barry 
GroTe,  Daniel  Heister,  Philip  Key,  Aaron  KitdieU, 
Kichard  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madison, 
John  Francis  Mercer,  Andrew  Moore,  William  Vans 
Mum^,  Nathaniel  Nilee,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker, 
Joshua  Seney,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Imei  Smith,  John 
Steele,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Thomas 
Tudor  Tucker,  Abraham  Venable,  John  Vining,  Alex- 
ander White,  and  Hugh  Williamson. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  adhere  to  the 
^d  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  ac- 
4iuaint  the  Senate  therewith. 


Tuesday,  March  27. 

A'  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  their  disagreement 
«d  Con.— 17 


to  the  amendment  adhered  to  by  this  House  to 
the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and 
regulating  the  coins  of  the  United  States." 

DEFEAT  OF  THE  ARMY  UNDER  GENERAL 

ST.  CLAIR. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the  House 
do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

<'  Resohfed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the  causes  of 
the  late  defeat  of  the  anny  under  the  command  of 
Major  Greneral  St.  Clair ;  and  also  into  the  causes  of 
the  detentions  or  delays  which  are  suggested  to  have 
attended  the  money,  clothing,  provisions,  and  military 
stores,  for  the  use  of  the  said  army,  and  into  such  other 
causes  as  may,  in  any  manner,  have  been  productive  of 
the  said  defeat :" 

Mr.  Yin  I  NO  inquired  what  was  the  object  of 
the  resolution  1  Li  what  way  was  it  to  be  carried 
into  execution  1  For,  if  the  House  is  not  furnish- 
ed with  some  answer  to  these  inquiries,  he  did 
not  see  how  gentlemen  could  rote  for  it.  He  con* 
ceiyed  that  this  indefinite  mode  of  procedure 
would  only  embarrass  the  President,  without  pro- 
ducing the  desired  effect.  He  was  in  favor  of  a 
full  and  complete  investigation  of  the  subject ; 
and,  if  there  has  been  any  i^ficiency,  let  those  who 
are  to  blame  be  impeacned.  He  was  not  disposed 
to  screen  any  officer  from  justice,  let  him  be  of 
what  rank  he  may ;  but  he  was  not  satisfied  with 
the  mode  now  proposed.  He  did  not  consider  it 
as  constitutional  or  practicable. 

Mr.  BouniNOT  said,  he  was  surprised  to  hear 
the  gentleman  from  Delaware  express  a  doubt  of 
the  practicability  of  instituting  an  inquiry  into 
the  late  unfortunate  business  m  the  mode  pro- 
posed. For  his  part,  he  saw  no  such  difficuUies 
in  the  way,  as  appeared  to  the  gentleman,  l^r. 
B.  then  stated  certain  complaints  which  existed, 
and  were  currently  reported — such  as  a  failure  or 
the  contracts,  and,  for  aught  that  appeared  to  the 
contrary,  the  misfortunes  of  the  army  may  be 
traced  to  that  cause.  Other  complaints  are  cir- 
culated, respecting  which  the  public  have  a  right 
to  be  satisfied.  The  present  proposition  ^oes  no 
further  than  a  simple  request.  Having  signified 
the  wish  of  the  House^  the  President  mav  adopt 
such  measures  in  relation  to  the  subject  as  ne  may 
see  proper. 

^lr.  Gi^ss  supported  his  motion.  He  conceived 
that  the  inquiry  was  indispensable,  and  the  mode 
proposed  strictly  proper.  The  business  must  be- 
gin somewhere.  Tnis  House  is  the  proper  source^ 
as  the  immediate  guardians  of  the  public  mterest. 

Mr,  ViNiNO  rose  to  explain.  He  stated  various 
difficulties  which  would  impede  the  progress  of 
the  matter  in  the  informal  mode  proposed.  These, 
he  observed,  were  so  great  as  to  involve  an  im- 
possibility of  prosecuting  the  investigation  to  any 
purpose.  He  supposed  that  a  more  proper  and 
constitutional  way  would  be  to  call  on  the  Heads 
of  Departments  to  give  an  account  of  their  con- 
duct. 

Mr.  Clark  observed,  that  it  was  evident  the 
public  mind  was  greatly  agitated.  An  inauiry 
was  necessary.    If  the  mode  proposed  should  not 
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pn)T«  agreeable  or  oonyeniesit  to  the  President,  he 
iHdi  let  us  know  k. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  obseryed,  that  this  was  the  first 
instance  of  a  pcopositioA  on  theoaxt  of  this  House 
to  inquire  int6  the  conduct  of  officers  who  are  im- 
mediately under  the  control  of  the  Executive.  In 
this  Tiew  of  the  subject,  the  resolution  proposed 
could  not  but  be  considisred  as  an  impeachment  of 
Ibe  conduct  'of  ^e  Fnat  Mamtrtite.  Mr.  -8.  then 
adverted  to  the^visioA  of  the  powers  -of  tiie  G^ 
vemment  expressly  provided  for  in  the  Coiwtit*- 
tion,  Oemlemen  have  discovered  great  solicitude 
to  Iceep  the  branches  separate  and  distinct  \  but,  on 
this  occasion,  from  the  consideration  that  this 
House  is  the  i^rand  inquest  of  the  nation^  ^ey 
seem  to  discover  a  disposition  to  go  into  a  smiHar 
mode  of  conduct  with  the  National  Assembly  of 
prance,  who  spent  a  whole  night  in  examining  a 
drum  major.  He  would  not  say  that  they  had 
not  a  right  so  to  do,  but  he  believed  no  gentleman 
would  justify  such  a  line  of  conduct  on  the  part 
^  this  House.  He  then  partietdarized  the  several 
objects  of  inquiry  in  relation  to  die  present  sub- 
ject. He  showea  that  the  Constitution  had  made 
Sovision  in  all  the  several  eases.  And  as  it  was 
e  duty  of  the  Presidait  of  the  United  States  to 
carry  the  laws  into  execution,  it  ought  to  be  shown 
that  he  has  been  remiss  in  his  duty,  before  he  is 
called  on  in  this  way.  He  noted  the  account  pub- 
Hshed  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  by  direction  of 
the  President,  and  considered  as  his  act.  After 
several  other  remarks,  Mr.  S.  concluded  by  say- 
ing that,  in  any  case  where  it  shall  appear  that 
the  Supreme  Ejxecutive  has  not  done  his  duty,  he 
should  be  ftdly  in  favor  of  an  inquiry  \  hot,  till 
that  was  done^  he  trusted  the  measure  would  not 
be-  adopted,  without  at  least  a  previous  and  full 
discussion. 

Mr.  Williamson  said,  he  doubted  the  propriety 
of  the  resolution,  in  its  jpresent  form ;  but  was  fully 
of  opinion  that  an  inquiry  into  the  expenditure  of 
all  public  money  wns  the  indispensable  duty  of 
this  House.  He  proposed  the  appointment  of  a 
select  committee  to  inquire  and  report. 

Mr.  KiTTERA  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  substituting  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Venable  was  in  favor  of  the  original  mo- 
tion. He  conceived  that  it  was  the  only  proper 
mode  of  proceeding.  Nor  had  he  any  apprehen- 
sion that  the  President  would  consider  It  as  en- 
croaching in  the  smallest  degree. 

Mr.  GiLEB  contended  that  ids  motion  was  so  far 
ftom  tending  to  blend  the  several  branches  of  Go- 
Temment,  that  its  effect  would  be  the  reverse. 

Mr.  Steele  said,  he  was  indifferent  as  to  the 
mode,  provided  ,thc  matter  was  fully  gone  into. 
•Ric  gentleman  from  Soirth  Carolina  has  men- 
^oned  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and 
has  said  that  it  is  considered  as  the  act  of  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States.  Mr.  S.  denied  that 
it  was  the  President's  act.  It  was  not  satisfactory. 
Will  any  ^ntieman  on  this  floor  say  it  is  satis- 
factory to  nim  ?  He  enumerated  several  articles 
of  complaint,  and  observed  that  he  had  no  great 
doubt  that  an  inquiry  would  lead  to  an  impeach- 
ment.    Justice  to  the  public,  and  the  oncers 


pacticulaily  concerned,  loudly  demands  jaaii  in* 
quinr. 

Mx.  ViiriN«  heore  moved  that  the  resolution 
should  be  committed  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  objected  to  the  idea  of  a  oom^ 
mittee.  He  said  the  time  would  not  admit  of  it* 
Witnesses  aie  pechaps  eight  huodred  miks  oC 
What  progress  can  a  committee  make  in  6uch  n 
business?  He  denied  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
President  to  institute  the  inquiry,  unless  he  was 
requestied  to  do  it.  The  maffnitude  of  the  objeota 
of  inquiry  would  involve  such  an  expense  that  the 
President  would  not  be  justified  in  incurrinff  it, 
unless  he  was  authorized  hy  the  House.  He  then 
stalled  some  particulABs  to  show  the  piactic^ility 
of  the  measure-<-attoiu[  others,  that  there  were  a 
sufficient  number  of  omoers  present  to  form  what 
is  denominated  a  Court  of  Inquiry* 

Mr.  Bajrnwell  was  opposed  to  the  original  mo^ 
tion.  He  considered  it  as  informal,  and  sugsested 
what  he  considered  as  the  proper  mode  of  pro«> 
cedure,  which  was,  to  call  on  the  several  officem 
of  Qovemment  far  such  information  as  may  he 
necessary.    He  was  aounst  the  commitment. 

The  motion  for  a  sdeet  committee  was  aega^ 
tived. 

The  question  then  was  on  agreeing  to  the  reeo* 
lution. 

Mr.  HiLLHOUSB  said,  he  believed  this  was  the 
first  time  that  it  was  ever  contemplated  to  appoint 
a  Court  Martial  to  inquire  into  the  expenditure  of 
public  money. 

Mr.  FiTzsiHONs  said,  he  conceived  that  several 
parts  of  the  resolution  were  improper.  He  thou^ 
that  it  was  entirely  out  of  order  to  request  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  institute  a  C^uxt 
Martial  or  a  Ck)urt  X3i  Inquiry.  The  reasons  and 
propriety  of  such  Courts  are  oetter  and  more  fully 
known  to  the  President  than  to  the  members  of 
the  House.  He  was  in  favor  of  a  committee  to 
inquire  relative  to  such  c^jects  as  come  ])roperly 
under  the  cognizance  of  tois  Souse,  particularly 
respecting  the  expenditures  of  pubbc  money ;  ana 
if  the  resolution  shonld  be  ^isagveed  to,  as  he 
hoped  at  would,  be  shauld  then  move  for  such  a 
committee. 

Mr.  Bauiwin  said  he  had  made  up  his  naiad  on 
the  subject  He  was  eonviaeed  the  House  oould 
not  proceed  but  by  a  committee  of  their  own. 
Such  a  committee  would  be  able  to  throw  more 
light  on  the  subject,  and  then  the  House  would 
be  able  to  determine  how  to  proceed  5  and,  if  any 
fkilure  had  taken  place  on  the  part  of  the  Execu- 
tive officers,  he  should  then  be  prepared  to  ad- 
dress the  President,  and  to  request  him  to  take 
the  proper  steps  in  the  case. 

mi,  Seney  advocated  the  resolution,  and  urged 
several  objections  against  a  committee. 

Mr.  Hartley  said,  as  it  was  probable  some  de- 
gree of  odium  would  fall  on  those  who  might  vote 
against  this  resolution,  he  thou^t  proper  to  give 
some  reasons  why  he  should  vote  against  it. 
These  were  similar  to  what  had  been  offered  by 
several  other  gentlemen  against  the  resolution,  as 
being  improper  and  informal. 
Mr.  Madiaon  started  some  difficulties  in  ^e 
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otse.  He  said  Uie  House  ought  to  deliberate 
well,  before  they  requested  the  President  to  do  a 
thing  which  he  had  xi  not  in  his  power  to  do.  It 
was  eyident  thai  the  objeet  of  a  Court  Martial  or 
Court  of  Inquiry  must  be  to  elucidate  facts  which 
would  require  the  presence  of  ofl&cers,  who  could 
not  possibljr  giye  their  attendance  in  season  to 
meet  the  object  of  the  resolution.  He  made  some 
further  remarks,  and  then  the  question  on  the  re- 
solution was  put,  when-^ 

A  diyision  of  the  said  motion  was  called  tor ; 
and  the  question  being  put,  thait  the  House  do 
agree  to  the  first  clause  thereof,  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing: 

*<  Iteaohed,  That  &e  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  institate  an  inquiir  into  the  causes  of 
the  late  defeat  of  the  Ann  j  unoer  me  command  of  Ma- 
jor General  8C.  Citit:** 

It  passed  in  the  negatiye — yeas  21^  nays  35,  as 
follows : 

YaAS/-^ohn  Baptist  Ashe»  E^sas  BowBnot,  Abfahem 
dark,  William  Findley,  William  B.  Gile%  Benjamin 
Goodhue,  Daniel  Heister,  Aaron  KitcheU,  lUcfaazd  Bland 
Lee»  Nathaniel  Macon,  John  Page,  Joaiah  PariLer,  Coiw 
nelius  C.  Sohoonmaker,  Joshua  Seney,  Thomas  Sump- 
ter,  Peter  Sylvester,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas  TrA- 
well,  Abraham  Venable,  Artemas  Ward,  and  Francis 
Willis. 

Nats^-— Fisher  Ames,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Robert 
Barnwell,  Egbert'  Benson,  Shearjashub  Bourne,  Benja- 
min Bourne,  John  Brown,  Thomas  Fitxsimons,  Nicho- 
las Gifanan,  James  Gordon,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel 
Griffin,  William  Bany  (Jrore,  Thomas  Hartlej,  James 
Hillhottae,  Daniel  Hoger,  PhiKp  Key,  Amaaa  Learned, 
Samuel  Lirermore,  James  Madison,  John  Franou  Mer- 
cer, Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augustas  Muhlenbeig, 
William  Vans  Mnnay>  Nathaniel  Niles,  Theodore  Sedg- 
wick, Jeremiah  Smith,  laraal  Smith,  William  Smiifa, 
John  Steele,  Samuel  Stenettr  Jonathan  Stuiges,  Jolm 
Vining,  Alexander  White,  and  Hugh  WiUiajnaon* 

And  so  the  said  motion  was  rejected. 

Another  motion  was  then  made  and  seconded, 
that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

^  Retolvedf  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  causes  of  the  fiiilure  of  the  late  expedi- 
tion under  Major  General  St  Clair ;  and  Uiat  Uie  said 
committee  be  empowered  to  call  for  such  persons,  pa- 
pers, and  records,  as  may  be  necessary  to  assist  their 
mquiries." 

AjmI  tbe  question  being  put  that  the  House  do 
a^ree  to  the  same,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmar 
tive — ^yeas  44,  nays  10,  as  follows : 

TiAS. — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Shear- 
jashub Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  John  Brown,  Abra^ 
nam  Claik,  William  Findley,  Thomas  Fitzsunons,  Wfl- 
liam  B.  Giles,  Nidiolas  G^an,  James  Gordon,  An- 
drew Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  WiMam  Bany  Giofe, 
Thomas  HaKley,  Daniel  Heister,  Daniel  Huger,  PU1H> 
Key,  AaiOB  iUtoheU,  John  W.  Kittera,  Bicfastd  Bland 
Lee,  Samuel  Liveimore,  Nathaniel  Macon,  iamea  Madi- 
aan,  John  Frands  Metner,  Andrew  Meote,  Fcedenck 
Augustus  Muhlenbeocg,  William  Vans  Murray,  Natha- 
niel Niles,  Jonah  Parker,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Joshua 
Seney,  Jeremiah  Smith,  John  Steele,  Samuel  Stenett, 


Jonathan  Sturges,  Peter  Sylvester,  Hiomas  Tredw^ 
Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  John  Vining,  Artemas  Wai4» 
Alexander  White,  Hugh  Williamson,  and  Frauds 
WilUs. 

Nats. — Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben^* 
son,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  HilUiouse,  John  Page» 
Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker,  Israel  Smith,  William 
Smith,  and  Thomas  Sumpter. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  FiTZSiMOKa,  Mr.  G11.S0, 
Mr.  Steele,  Mr.  Mebceu,  Mr.  Vi|<iiNO,Mr.  Clark, 
aQd  Mr.  Se^oqwiok,  be  appointed  the  said  ooni-« 
nuttee. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaxy  of  the  Treasury 
and  the  Secretary  of  War  return  the  petitiona 
presented  to  this  House  by  invalids  ana  others, 
whose  cases  are  comprehended  in  the  provision  oi 
any  act  of  the  present  session,  with  the  papers 
accompanying  the  said  petitions,  which  have  been 
referred  to  them,  and  are  now  in  their  respectivQ 
offices ;  and  that  the  several  petitioners  hftve  leave 
to  withdraw  their  petitions. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  <^ 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  the  officers  of  the  levies  late  m  the  service  of 
the  United  States.    Whereupon, 

That  part  of  the  said  report  m  the  words  fol"* 
lowing ; 

"  That  the  said  officers  are  entitled  to  a  similar  .beutk* 
ty  allowed  to  the  officer^  of  the  regiments^  lor  each  r^ 
emit  by  them  enlisted ;  and  that  a  special  provision  he 
made  therefor," 

being  read,  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon, 
disagreed  to  by  the  House. 
l&m>lved,  That  the  said  petition  be  rejected. 


Wednesday,  March  28. 

Mr.  FiTzsmoNB,  firom  the  committee  to  whom 
were  referred  the  Treasurer's  accounts  of  receipts  ^ 
and  expenditures  of  the  public  luoneys,  from  w  \ 
1st  October  to  the  31st  Deoember,  1791,  inelusive, 
made  a  report ;  which  was  fe»d,  a^  ordered  lo 
Ue  on  the  table. 

The  Spbaku^  laid  bejGose  the  House  a  U9tler 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accopipaayr 
ing  the  returns  of  duties  arising  on  importe  and 
tonnage  (or  one  year,  ending  the  30th  Septembar 
last^  8^  a  return  of  exnorts  to  the  same  period ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  coiamuted  to 
Mr.  PAiiKBa,  Mr.  EjET,.and  Mr.  Gujun. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  CGmmittee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  Rcyport  of  the  Secffeianr 
of  the  Treasury  respecting  the  Public  Debt ;  ana, 
after  some  time  spent  tnerein,  the  Commiltee 
reported  piEc^ess,  apd  had  leave  to  sit  againu 

^message  from  the  Senate inibrmied  the  Hoiiae 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  biU  entitled  ^^ 
act  for  finishing  the  uffht-house  on  Baldhead,  at 
the  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  river,  in  the  State  ^f 
North  CajoUna." 


TutrR^DAY,  March  29. 

Mr.  SfioawjcK,  from  the  Commitlee  af^ointed, 
presented  a  hill  authorizing  a  gnmt  and  couTtfr- 
ance  of  certain  lands  to  the  Ohio  Compai^  of 
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Associates,  on  the  terms  therein  expressed ;  which 
was  receired,  and  read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  Steele,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  report  of  the  Attorney  General  on 
the  petition  of  Andrew  Jackson,  made  a  report ; 
which  was  reacL  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taole. 

Mr.  ViNiNG,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury on  the  petitions  of  the  Minister  and  Trustees 
of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  Rheland  township, 
Chester  county,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania ;  oi 
the  Wardens  ot  the  Calvanist  Church  in  Vincent 
township,  in  the  county  and  State  aforesaid ;  and 
of  the  Trustees  of  the  Grammar  school  and  Acade- 
my of  Wilmington^  in  the  State  of  Delaware, 
made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury^  accompany- 
ing his  report  on  the  petition  of  William  Smitn, 
of  the  town  of  Baltimore ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

THE  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  on  the  Report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject  of  the  Public 
Debt. 

Mr.  Giles  proposed  a  clause  to  be  added  to  the 
first  proposition  offered  by  Mr.  Fitzsimons,  the 
object  or  which  was  to  preclude  the  admission  of 
the  irredeemable  principle  in  the  debt  hereafter 
to  be  subscribed  to  the  loan  of  the  United  States. 
Mr.  G.  supported  his  motion  by  adducing  sundry 
reasons.     The  creditors,  by  not  availing  them- 
selves in  season  of  the  chance  of  subscribing  under 
the  terms  of  the  first  subscription,  the  Govern- 
ment are  under  no  obligation  to  renew  those 
terms.    He  said  his  motion  was  to  have  a  subse- 
quent operation,  and  therefore  cannot  be  con- 
sidered as  an  infraction  of  existing  contracts. 
The  irredeemable  principle,  he  observed,  is  an 
exotic,  and  appears  to  have  been  adopted  without 
a  due  consideration  of  its  applicabilitv  to  our  cir- 
cumstances.   The  frinding  system  or  Great  Bri- 
tain has  prostrated  that  Government.   The  prospe- 
rity of  tnat  country  is  not  owin^  to  its  financial 
arrangements ;  Great  Britain  is  in  its  decay ;  this 
Government  is  in  its  youth.  It  is  improper  for  us  to 
use  such  stimulants  as  may  be  necessary  to  induce 
vigor  in  age.    The  irredeemable  quality  is  the 
result  of  necessity  in  the  funding  system  of  Great 
Britain ;  and  that  principle  will  operate  its  ruin. 
The  argument  drawn  from  a  violation  of  con- 
tracts applies  as  well  to  the  first  system  as  to  that 
now  proposed ;  the  reduction  of  the  interest  was 
a  violation  of  the  ori^nal  contract. 

He  then  entered  into  a  consideration  of  the 
principle  of  equality,  and  showed  from  the  present 
state  of  the  debt^  part  of  it  being  in  the  hands  of 
those  who  were  inimical  to  the  cause  which  this 
debt  was  contracted  to  support,  the  obliffation  of 
the  Gk)vemment  to  add  to  the  gifr,  which  in  fact 
has  already  been  made  to  these  people,  by  infusing 
Ais  irrredeemable  quality,  may  well  oe  question- 
ed.   He  added  some  farther  remarks,  and  con- 


cluded by  saying,  he  hoped  that  a  jprinciple  which 
would  be  so  faUil  to  the  United  States  would  be 
rejected,  by  adopting  the  proposition  he  offered. 

Mr.  Ames  oflered  various  estimates,  by  which 
he  demonstrated  that  funding  the  debt  on  the 
principle  now  opposed  would  not  incapacitate  the 
Government  from  discharging  it;  on  the  other 
hand,  it  would  facilitate  the  object  greatly. 

Mr.  Laurance  observed,  that  the  opposers  of 
the  proposed  system,  afrer  offering  various  mo- 
tions, appear  at  last  to  be  agreed  in  a  specific  ob- 
i'ect.  He  denied  that  the  consequences  which  it 
lad  been  said  resulted  from  the  funding  system 
of  Great  Britain  had  taken  place.  Adverting  to 
the  operation  of  the  system  in  this  country,  he 
said  the  observations  were  no  better  founded. 
With  respect  to  the  irredeemable  quality,  it  was 
not  a  novel  circumstance:  under  the  old  Con- 
gress foreign  loans  had  been  made  on  a  similar 
principle.  It  is  well  known  that  the  old  Congress 
contracted  a  debt  which  they  could  not  discharge 
under  ten  years ;  and  the  payments  then  could  be 
only  made  by  instalments.  No  fault  had  ever 
been  found  with  this  transaction.  He  then  en- 
tered into  a  general  defence  of  the  funding  sys- 
tem ;  and,  adverting  to  its  operation,  he  showed 
what  had  been  done.  The  credit  of  the  country 
had  been  raised  from  the  lowest  ebb.  and  a  larger 
sum  of  the  debt  had  been  paid  off  tnan  any  man 
in  the  country  had  any  conception  of.  Ilere  he 
noticed  some  remarks  which  had  been  made  yes- 
terday by  a  gentleman,  who  had  said  that  the 
Secretary  had  insulted  the  House  by  his  proposi- 
tions ;  and  said,  in  his  opinion,  such  renections 
were  not  merited  by  an  officer  who  had  done  so 
much  for  his  country.  He  defended  the  irre- 
deemable principle,  and  showed  the  advantages 
which  the  country  derived  from  it.  He  further 
remarked,  that  the  Gk)vernment  was  not  precluded 
from  exerting  its  faculties  in  discharging  the  debt 
to  as  freat  a  degree  as  any  person  had  proposed, 
or  as  had  been  considered  prudent ;  and  whue  the 
United  States  are  thus  circumstanced,  the  douceur 
to  the  creditors,  in  the  principle  now  opposed,  is 
in  fact  no  possible  disadvantage  to  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  Mercer  said  the  funding  system  was  not 
understood  by  the  countnr  at  large,  and  he  was 
not  surprized  when  he  found  it  was  not  under- 
stood in  this  House.  He  was  fflad,  therefore,  to 
hear  observations  thrown  out,  which  served  more 
fully  to  develop  this  system.  The  irredeemable 
quality  he  was  astonisned  to  hear  advocated  by 
any  gentleman  in  this  House ;  for  sure  he  was 
that  no  measure  of  the  Government  was  more 
odious  elsewhere,  or  more  universally  execrated. 
He  adverted  to  some  of  the  financial  operations 
of  the  British  Government,  and  drew  a  compari- 
son which  placed  the  funding  system  of  this  coun- 
try in  a  less  eligible  point  of  view  than  that  of 
Great  Britain.  He  said  that  by  an  easy  proceas 
it  could  be  made  to  appear  that  one-half,  or  at 
least  one-third,  of  the  six  p^  cents  mi^t  have 
been  paid  off  viz :  by  borrowing  at  three  or  four 
per  cent  This  is  the  mode  which  the  British 
minister  adopted.    He  showed,  from  certain  state- 
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ments^  that  this  irredeemable  quality  operated  to 
the  iinury  of  the  holders  of  the  three  per  cents  of 
the  United  States.  The  British  three  per  cents 
were  at  100  per  cent,  for  a  number  of  )rears  to- 
l^ether.  He  denied  that  the  loans  which  had 
been  made  by  the  old  €k>Temment  were  on  the 
irredeemable  principle.  He  said  the  terms  were 
in  favor  of  the  borrower  on  exactly  similar  prin- 
ciples with  the  contracts  in  common  life.  He 
introduced  some  observations  of  those  who  had 
written  on  the  subject  of  finance.  He  said  that 
funding  systems  liad  uniformly  operated  to  the 
destruction  of  the  common  people ;  the  principle 
has  raised  a  splendid  superstructure  on  no  founda- 
tion whatever.  He  contrasted  the  situation  of 
the  modem  with  the  ancient  Dutch  Republic. 
He  stated  the  enviable  situation  of  the  Swiss 
Cantons ;  this,  he  said,  was  an  eulogium  on  the 
steady  produce  of  labor  and  industry. 

Mr.  Qbbry  stated  his  ideas  on  the  irredeemable 
principle.  He  defended  it  on  the  grounds  of  jus- 
tice and  policy.  He  then  adverted  to  the  opera- 
tion of  the  funding  system.  It  had  changed  the 
whole  face  of  our  anairs — had  transformed  us 
from  the  vassals  of  foreign  creditors  to  freemen — 
had  revived  the  trade,  agriculture,  and  manufac^ 
tures  of  the  country,  and  placed  the  credit  Cf£  the 
United  States  on  an  equality  with  that  of  the 
most  flourishinff  European  Giovernments,  and  in 
a  situation  much  superiot  to  some  of  them. 

Mr.  Hbister,  in  a  speech  of  some  len^,  op- 
posed the  irredeemable  principle,  and  the  tunding 
system  in  general. 

Mr.  FiNDLET  si^d  he  was  opposed  to  the  irre- 
deemable quality ;  he  doubted  whether  it  was  not 
foing  beyond  what  is  allowed  by  the  Constitution, 
[e  had  heard  it  often  said,  that  principle  was  in- 
fused into  the  system  on  the  idea  of  its  being  an 
equivalent  for  a  reduction  of  the  interest;  this 
idea  seems  to  be  assumed  by  gentlemen,  but  he 
had  not  heard  any  of  them  adduce  any  reason  in 
support  of  it.  He  did  not  think  it  in  any  degree  an 
equivalent,  nor  did  he  think  the  creditors  con- 
sidered it  in  any  such  light.  He  was  not  unac- 
Suainted  with  many  of  the  public  creditors ;  they 
id  not  consider  this  as  an  equivalent;  the  debt- 
ors, in  this  case,  assumed  the  office  of  jud^,  and 
they  only  considered  what  was  an  eqmvalent. 
He  admitted  that  the  debt  was  above  par ;  but 
common  interest  had  not  declined ;  it  was  in  fact 
hi^er  than  at  any  period  during  the  war ;  this, 
he  said,  showed  that  the  irredeemable  Quality  was 
not  an  equivalent.  Hence,  he  inferred  the  credit 
of  the  country  was  not  supported  by  the  funding 
system;  the  present  credit  of  the  country  is  a 
nominal  and  destructive  credit ;  therefore,  he  in- 
sisted that,  admitting  the  residue  of  the  creditors 
to  loan  on  this  principle,  will  not  be  giving  them 
an  equivalent.  He  considered  the  funding  system, 
from  the  first,  as  tending  to  the  interest,  not  of  the 
citizens,  but  of  foreigners ;  it  has  siven  rise  to  one 
bubble  after  another^  which  have  deluded  our  citi- 
zens to  their  destruction.  He  denied  that  it  had 
increased  the  specie,  or  circulating  medium,  or 
raised  the  value  a£  the  lands,  or  promoted  the 
manufactures  or  industry  of  the  country.    The 


reverse  of  all  this,  he  saicL  were  facts ;  credit  be- 
tween man  and  man  is  lessened;  extravagance 
and  immorality  have  sjuread  their  baneful  mflo- 
ence.  He  then  adverted  to  the  system  generally, 
and  reprobated  it  as  a  departure  irom  the  original 
contract — that  contract  which  was  most  solemnly 
guaranteed  by  the  Constitution. 

What  is  tne  obligation  of  the  Grovemment  in 
respect  to  the  residue  of  the  debt  ?  He  conceived 
that  the  present  Confess  was  perfectly  clear  to 
act  agreeably  to  the  principles  of  the  original  con- 
tract, as  much  so  as  the  first  Congress.  In  pro- 
viding for  the  residue,  he  said  the  (Government 
was  TOund  to  provide  ror  it  by  a  provision  to  pay 
svl  per  cent.,  but  not  to  pay  interest  on  interest. 
Here  he  entered  into  a  consideration  of  the  policy 
of  funding  the  facilities.  This  he  reprobated,  as 
unnecessarily  increasing  the  public  debt ;  and  he 
could  conceive  of  no  other  reason  but  that  of  in- 
creasing the  debt  which  gave  rise  to  this  mea- 
sure— a  measure  which  ou^ht  not  to  have  been 
adopted,  and  ought  to  have  been  prevented  by  the 
States  doing  their  duty.  He  denied  the  rignt  of 
one  Congress  to  say  that  another  shall  not  provide 
for  paying  ofi*  the  whole  of  the  debt,  or  of  any 
part  of  it ;  for  this  reason  he  considered  it  uncon- 
stitutional, and  should  vote  against  the  irredeem- 
able quality.  He  had  no  doubt  of  the  right  of 
Congress  to  alter  the  funding  system  in  regard  to 
this  principle,  and  that  they  would  do  it  whenever 
they  thought  proper. 

The  question  being  put  on  Mr.  Giles's  motion, 
it  was  negatived — 32  to  25. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 

Friday,  March  30. 

Mr.  Parker,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury 2  accompanying  returns  of  the  amount  of 
duties  ansinff  on  imports  and  tonnage  for  one 
year  ending  Uie  30th  September  last,  and  a  return 
of  exports  for  the  same  perioiL  made  a  report; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  ue  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  petitions 
of  the  Minister  and  Trustees  of  the  J^utheraa 
church,  in  Rheland  township^  Chester  county,  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania;  ot  the  Wardens  ot  the 
Calvinist  church  in  Vincent  township,  in  the  coun- 
ty and  State  aforesaid;  and  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
Grammar  School  and  Academy  of  Wilmington, 
in  the  State  of  Delaware:  Whereupon, 

That  part  of  the  said  report,  in  the  words  fol** 
lowing,  was  agreed  to  by  the  House,  viz: 

«  That  the  sum  of be  allowed  for  the  use  of 

the  Grammar  School  and  Academy  of  Wihnington>  in 
the  State  of  D^ware,  and  that  provision  by  law  be  made 
for  that  purpose.*' 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  biUs  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant thereto,  and  that  Mr.  Vinino,  Mr.  Mbrobr, 
and  Mr.  Ashe,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  more  eflfectually  to  provide  for  the  national  de* 
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itece,  by  totftblishm^  an  tmifbrai  Mflitia  throu^- 
ont  the  Uiiited  States,"  with  several  amendmettts;: 
10  which  they  desife  the  coftciirrence  of  this 
House. 

THE  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  House  a^in  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Report  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject  of  the  Public 

The  foUowing  resolution  of  Mr.  Fitzsimons, 
t>eing  under  consideration,  viz : 

«  Retoioeii  That  the  tern  tot  reoeivinf  on  loan  that 
part  of  the  domoftic  debt  of  the  Unitad  StatM  which  yet 
temaiiM  oiurabscribed,  be  extended  to  the  first  day  of 

-  next,  on  the  aame  terms  as  was  provided  by  the 
Act  making  provision  for  the  Public  Debt  of  the  United 
iftates:" 

Mr.  Merger  rose  and  offered  a  proposition  to 
the  Committee  to  the  following  effect:  That  the 
unsubschbeddefatoftheUnitedStatesshould be  ad- 
mitted to  subscription  on  the  following  principles: 
^  That  subscribers  should  be  entitled  to  stock  of 
tive  United  States  for  their  principal  debt,  bearing 
aA  interest  quarterly  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent. 
(«r  annuni,  and,  for  the  interest  due  thereon  to  the 
time  of  sobseription,  stock  bearing  an  interest  pay- 
able quarter^  at  the  rate  of  three  per  cent,  per 
annum,  until  redeemed  i"  which  being  seconded 
Imt  MrJPABKBR^  Mr.  MsnceR  proceeded  to  obsenre, 
that  the  resolution  of  th^  honorable  member  of 
Pemisylvania  now  before  the  Committee^  and  to 
which  this  was  offered  as  an  amendment,  mvolved 
two  questions^  which,  however  united  in  form  and 
blended  in  discussion^  certainly  required,  by  the 
just  order  of  deliberation,  a  separate  vote. 

The  first  question  was,  Whether  we  should  now 
propose  a  subscription  (Hi  loan  of  the  unsubscribed 
debt  of  the  United  States?  And  then  the  second 
would  b6.  Whether  we  should  pursue  principles 
originating  in  speculative  theory,  and  an  experi- 
ment abandoned  equally  by  bold  projectors  and 
blind  admirers?  such  as  those  of  the  present  Pund- 
intf  System. 

TThe  Howe  was  now  free  to  act  for  the  benefit 
of  the  United  States.  The  holders  had  not  come 
iM  by  the  time  limited  in  the  first  proposal  for  sub- 
iOTiptiOB.  They  remained  now  creditors  of  the 
United  States  on  the  terms  c^  the  original  contract, 
ttnd  if  the  United  States  proposed  a  new  contract, 
they  were  at  liberty  to  cmer  such  as  a  full  consi- 
deraftion  of  the  subject  and  the  benefits  of  experi- 
iHoo  now  recommended^ 

The  chief  merit  or  demerit  of  the  proposition 
before  the  Committee  rested  on  the  leading  fea- 
tures of  &e  cki  system.  The  funding  a  debt  or 
tnoMfemBg  by  way  of  mortgage  to  a  particular 
eiaHTOf  persons,  whietlwr  citizens  or  foreigners,  the 
|«hlie  rcaoHtfces,  wm^  in  \H  simplest  form,  a  mo* 
mentous  measure;  but,  when  compliciited  by  prin'- 
oiplea  unalterable  and  irrevocable  by  ourselves  or 
poelef ity,  it  assumed  an  awful  aspect 

Such  prinoiplea  had  hitherto  been  adopted  in  a 
great  measure  without  inquiry,  and  swaikwed 
without  hesitaftion,  but  they  included  all  that  was 
d0a>  to  society*    They  ^lould  be  now  developed, 


and  the  American  miftd  thoroughly  dnlbrmed  on 
the  prominent  features  at  least— t&c  imdeemMe 
quaktUy  and  the  deferred  tPock. 

Called  upon  to  act,  a  mind  in  ^Mliich  na«ure  had 
implanted  the  seeds  of  justice,  would  first  well 
examme  the  right,  and  then  cautiously  ccnaider 

the  policy. 

That  Congress  have  the  ri^ht  at  all  of  mortgag- 
ing the  revenues  of  the  Uraon,  or  laying  a  fax 
irrepeahiUe  or  unalterable  by  a  future  Cmigreas. 
is  at  least  questionable.  In  speakine  of  a  right,  I 
mean  what  can  or  cannot  be  rightluUy  done.  I 
exclude  all  idea  of  force,  violence,  or  breach  of 
public  faith.  On  a  question  of  right,  these  consi^ 
derations  are  withdrawn.  If  they  cam  rig^tftiltf  do 
it,  thw-  rightftiHy  bind  a  next  Congress;  who  caa* 
not  if  they  ought  not,  either  alter  or  anncd  the 
obligation.  But  if  this  ri^t  does  exist,  it  does 
not  extend  lo  the  admission  of  the  principles 
of  this  resolution.  That  a  deferred  stock  and  an 
irredeemable  quality  are  in  vioiatien  of  uaMrai 
right,  and  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Unoted  StaCea, 
can.  1  thhik,  be  easily  demonstrated. 

Our  natural  reason,  independent  of  the  wrivteti 
Constitution,  will  tell  us,  thart  a  LegisktiTe  Body, 
dttfiving  autaority  horn  the  same  source,  and  tm^ 
der  the  same  grant,  must  continue  equal  in  w^t 
through  every  period  of  its  existence.  Ditlerent 
sessions  have  equai  rights.  If  a  Receding  seseiott 
could  make  laws  which  a  subsequent  session  could 
not  repeal,  the  Leeislatire  po^wer  would  be  mdu- 
aUy  aibrid^d  by  the  exercise,  and  eventually  an* 
nihilated.  The  power  of  repeal  is  the  renewing 
principle  essential  tie  its  existence;  and,  although 
the  mutability  of  human  aflhirs  may  not  require, 
and  convenience  may  have  suggested  the  rale  that 
it  should  not  be  exercised  durme  the  same  session, 
yet  this  ruk  does  not  destroy  the  right :  it  still  is 
frequently  and  idwayswiU  ble  exercised  whenereit 
occasion  shall  require  it.  But  this  right  of  repeal 
has  never  been  doubted  as  applying  to  a  subsequent 
session,  except  in  the  singular  case  of  mortgi^^S|g 
revenues  or  la3ring  an  irrepealable  tax.  As  thiais 
the  most  important  of  all  Legislative  powers,  anid 
Uiat  wiaeh  m  fact  ittttludes  lOl  others,  it  demands 
serious  attention.  The  existence  of  a  nation  de* 
peiids  on  tiie  possession  of  resources.  These  have 
their  natural  bntitSj  beyond  which  they  cannot  be 
extended.  A  Legislative  power  of  anticipating 
the  public  resources,  or  transferring  the  revenue, 
has  no  limits  defineu  or  prescribed  mitil  it  arrives 
at  the  physical  inab^ty  to  raise  more  supplyi 
They  who  anticipate  are  the  judges  of  the  exigen* 
cies  of  the  State,  and  the  extent  of  the  fands  re^ 
quired.  But  as  exigencies  will  happen  hereafter 
as  vrell  as  now,  and  as  Gkyvernment  will  always 
have  the  natural  right  of  subsisting  itself,  and  pro- 
viding for  ftiture  exigencies^  as  ttJey  arrive,  they 
will  find  the  necessity,  and  with  it  the  natural  right 
of  reversmg  the  sy dtem  ultimately,  and  of  l%p^« 
ittg  the  mortgages  already  made,  to  the  extent  that 
the  necessity,  in  their  judgment,  may  require.  TlM 
right  existing  to  undo  what  was  done,  decides  tidi 
questioa,  that  nothing  can  have  hcHk  rightAtMy 
done  by  the  preceding  Legislaturey  which  the  muh 
ceeding  L^pi^ture  eanii0t  as  ri^tfuUy  mkdot.  A 
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Mwertfaflnof  mortg^giBr  the  pnUie.  xcffOMtt  or 
Jbrbig  afrinepeahiUt  laa^  beiag  remfaant  toiMMi- 
lal  maosy  will,  I  trust,  not  be  iMmflTiii  tke  letter 
ef  the  Consflitatioii  ef  the  United  Stateis  and  wiU 
eMMMT  ntutkf  koensistent  with  its  tfisnlL 

Gentrailj  speskiBg^  the  LeraiatiTe  pewer  is 
eonferBedon  the  Conmnof  the  U  iiitBdState»;.eech 
socceedm^  session  oeinff  efmi  to*  the  Congress 
ctf  the  Umted  States  with  tbe  preceding',  mwt  de- 
Tiflre  equal  ri^jihits'ftoin  a  goHut  ooniaed  end  kawt- 
ed  t»  ao  particnlar  session*  And  ia  no  paitioiilar 
part  of  tne  Constitution.  Is.  anf  snoh  po^ieer  ex- 
pfCBsed  or  impliei.  It  is  not  in  the  pomcc  of  lair- 
ing taana;  hecaose  this  ia  laying  tasoBs  whhcfat 
repe^  and  there  is  no  svsh  additioiial  ckase  in 
the  Coftstitmion.  The  power  of  laying  taxee  is 
fprantedinthesaine  mannerasaU  the  othar  specified 
powers;  If  they  ean  ezerciee  this  rijgfhtfiilj^  witl^ 
out  a  power  of  repeal  or  modificatioii,  they  may 
eseroise  aU  die  pewcss  in  the  euae  MaBnep--*lhey 
aie  att  girai  in  the  same  Irrma.:  this  wiU  net,  I 
BUppuse  he  oontended  fnr« 

Is  sneh  a  power  inehsded  in  the  power  of  pay- 
ing the  ddits  of  the  United  StatesT  lappehand 
net.  If  Coogrees  had  the  monev^  they  mqght  pay 
thedehts,  no  doD^;  but  if  they  nare  not,  and  are 
eiiignd  ta  resort  to  taxes  to  raise  the  maaey^-^sit 
ia  paysisally  impossible  ta  raise  by  their  anthoarity 
all  the  money,  without  interfering  witk  the  rights 
ef  •  fiiture€kaigrc8a*^^U  that  is  monmbcnt  ontiem 
to  day  ii  to  raise  aamMeh  as  they  ean,  andthen  the 
nnpeilbcBied  tihli|^Btiiiii  deacenoing  npon  the  sncr 
ceeding  Legidature  with  eoual  force,  constitutes  the 
truasoad  ealy  reel  principles  cf  paalie  credit  in  a 
free  OopvemBiiait;  fer^  no  theory  will  admie  the 
position,  nor  will  practice  suaport  the  idea,  that 
me  pdnicipleB  of  — aulitf  and  the  fosse  of  public 
iuik  will  he  cnafined  to  oma  session*  Beasonand 
axperieBce  show  it,  that  these  pnaciplea  wiH  aid 
a.  nrtnre  Lsgisktore  as  well  as  ennelirea;  they 
then  will  do  as  we  haye  dsncL  oentrive  to  pay  as 
much  as  they  can.  On  ttoeracnl*-^  credit  foonded 
on  the tBrBssoftheConstittttie»-«<he United  States 
are  empowered  to  bonrow  money;  the  Constita* 
tion  ia  admitted  as  ef  notoitety;  well  understood 
hy  the  money  lenders.  The  saaae  power  waagivcn 
to  the  old  Congress,  to  h(»Tow  money  on  the  oiedit 
of  the  United  States^  tlLej  eonfenedly  had  no 
power  of  mortgaging  the  resonrces  of  theQovem* 
UMBt,  and  laying  an  irrepealable  tax,  for  they  no- 
toriously had  no  power  of  k3riiig  a  tax  at  alL  Yet 
they  borrowed  money  abroad,  before  we  eould  he 
oonaidered  as  a  natien,  in  the  midst  ef  a  war,  that 
shooh  the  eredit  of  an  old  established  and  opulent 
adversary;  and  they  sustained  a  credit  at  home, 
whieh^  howerer  praduotiTe  of  indiTidual  losses, 
oanied  us  triumphantly  through  a  contest  that 
cost  our  enemies  one  hundred  and  ten  millions 
sterling. 

It  may  be  said,  they  contracted  a  dd)t  that  we 
are  aow  eaUed  on  to  pay.  Admitted,  and  that  it 
is  a  sacred  debt;  but  the  original  holdcnts,  who  have 
eartah^  as  mueh  claaii  as  any  subsequent  pus* 
chasers,  trusted  to  the  old  Constitulaon  withovt 
this  power,  and  the  sixth  article  cf  the  new  Consd-* 
tatioiiplacee  this  debt  precisely  «n  the  same  foot* 


ing  as  ii  was  hsfere^  so  that  there  ean  be  no  such, 
dum  on  the  original  onntract 

But  it  may  be  furthes  said,  that  they  haTe  made 
a  new  e^mtmat^  sinoe  theadepttonaMon  the  iaith 
of  the  new  Government  Then  let  tikeoL  a^w 
under  what  paort  of  that  Constitution,  either  in 
letter  or  soint,  they  oan.expeet  this  mortgage^  dlis 
ireepealabte  taXy  im  their  favor. 

IbWu^  thus  exaaoined  the  letter,  let  as  adrert 
to-  the  spirit. 

Every  free  Constitution  made  for  the  use  of 
man,  imrs  that  the  varioHaneeessities  and  unfore- 
seen events  whidi  ehazacterize  human  afBurs  for- 
Ind  the  irrepealable  quality  of  laws.  By  onr  Con- 
stitutian,  and  that  of  every  Cbvennient  that  really 
contemplates  the  rights  of  freemen,  the  grant  and 
dietribntion  of  taxes,  or  the  public  eentributions^is 
confined  to  the  Ref^reeentativea  of  the  people. 
Whesk  I  speak  of  the  Repaesentatives  of  the  peo- 
]^,  I  do  not  n>eak  aocorcung  to  the  new  tMhuHned 
docferinas  of  the  day,  that  the  Bxecntive  and  Se- 
nate are  Representatives  of  the  people;  they  only 
represent  the  people  in  my  idea,  whem  the  peo]^ 
themselves  depurttse  to-represcBt  them«  If  persona 
electad  by  the  peojple  eleot  others^  they  are  net  the 
Bepresentati/tea  ot  the  people^  they  tobj  be  Re- 
presentatives ef  the  Representatives  of  the  pe<qde, 
whioh  iaa  very  different  thinain  fetm  and  einet. 
The  power  ef  laying  taxei^  tne  burden  of  wiiieh 
must  foil  on  the  areat.mass  of  the  industrious  peer, 
who  feel  averyr  dednetion  from  the  fruits  of  their 
k^ar  as  a  dinonution  of  the  sources  of  life,  shonM 
rest  with  those  immediate  Representatives,  over 
whom  these  persons  have  a  constant  central,  ta 
whom  they  ate  responsible  and  whom  they  aaay 
frequently  removes  But  if  one  weak  or  oorinpt 
set  of  Representatives^  could,  by  an  imprudent  or 
wicked  act,  tnnaier  all  the  attamaUe  reeoureeaef 
society  in  such  a  manner  that  a  fritnre  set  of  Re- 
presentatives eoald  have  no  power  over  Aem  witJ^ 
out  the  eoneorrenee  of  the  fexeeutiveand  fliwiet^ 
then  aH  this  principle  o£  the  Constitntioniaotteily 
evaded} 

Bnt  it  may  be  said,  that  ezigeneies  of  SaatewiH 
arise— wars  may  happen,  when  it  will  not  ha  poa^ 
sible  to  raise  the  necessary  simplies  within  the 
year.  What  is  to  be  in£icred  j&ram  this?  Only 
that  we  must  anticipate,  not  borrow.  This  power 
is  certainly  gii^ii  to  the  new  Gforeanment,  and 
was  to  the  old  il  is  not  denied}  bat  it  hasbewexifr 
plained.  Ia  it  inteoded  that  we  eannet  borrow 
without  pledging  particnlar  resources  or  hraif 
irrepealable  taxes?  Shirely  no:  because  we  nave 
certainly  borrowed  without,  still  do  it,  aad  aU  na* 
tions  do  it;  and  unless  this  ean  be  proved^  no  right 
can  be  inferred  |  for  a  right  not  expressly  given,  iM 
only  to  be  inforred  from  necessity.  If  it  shanld 
be  said  that  we  cannot  borrow  an  such  good  temu^ 
tfab  ^|iiits  the  ground  of  right,  aad  dwindles  into  a 

Question  of  expediency  ana  oonvenicnee^  on  whioh 
shall  observe;  but,  m  ^e  present,  it  is  to  ha  ra* 
marked)  that  exigencies  and  wars  may  hapnen 
hereafrer,  and  at  all  times  aawell  as  now,  and  at 
any  other  tima:  and  on  these  pnnoiples,  will  ha 
found  as  sound  argnmenta  for  tne  right  of  tcpaai 
and  revocatian  aa  of  antioipatien. 
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Fundinfi^  Systems  and  anticifMLtions  have  en- 
deared public  debts  to  all  Administrations^  because 
they  get  into  their  hands  and  disposition  (and 
make  them  account  when  you  can)  all  the  attain- 
able resources  of  society,  without  the  necessity  of 
frequently  applying  to  the  Representatives  of  the 
People,  who  have  usually  accompanied  their  sup- 
plies to  Qoyernment  with  an  inquiry  into  its  errors, 
and  a  rectification  of  its  abuses,  which  are  some- 
times very  inconvenient  things  to  Administrations. 
*  The  right  has,  I  believe,  ever  been  defended  on 
this  principle:  it  has  been  urged  that  a  nation  is  a 
-body  politic  and  corporate,  and  never  dies;  and 
has,  therefore,  a  right  to  contract,  and  bind  itself 
by  its  contracts.  The  principle,  although  not 
founded  in  analo|g^y,  may  oe  true  in  a  degree,  and 
merits  examination.  Society,  by  law,  may  dis- 
.pose  of  wealth  to  individuals  upon  speeined  terms, 
and  create  fictitious  personages  ana  powers  with 
specified  rights.  This  is  a  modification  of  the 
creature  of  society,  by  the  creative  hand  of  the 
Constitution;  but  we  should  be  unsupported  by 
any  principle,  if  we  were  to  apply  these  qualities  to 
the  Constitution,  which  is  the  creator;  and  which 
acknowledges  no  superior  but  Qod,  the  natural 
-law  which  he  imprinted  in  the  mind  of  man,  and 
the  power  of  the  people  who  made  it,  and  by  ex- 
press compact,  defined  its  qualities,  powers,  and 
attributes;  from  neither  of  which  sources,  can  we 
ikrive  the  qualities  thus  contended  for;  but  even 
to  admit  the  analogy,  every  society,  I  believe,  that 
has  created  this  legal  fiction  of  a  corporate  body, 
have  foundj  by  experience,  that  the  usufructuaries 
are  so  unmm<nul  of  those  that  are  to  come  after 
them,  that  they  have  generally,  if  not  universally, 
limiied  their  alienations  and  mortgages  of  their 
revenues  to  the  space  of  twenty-one  years ;  after 
which,  the  obligation  of  the  contract  ceases. 

In  fine,  should  we  admit,  which  is  really  a  ques- 
tionable point,  that  a  majority  of  society,  or  the 
present  generation  of  adult  age,  (capable  of  con- 
tracting) could,  by  themselves^  perscmally.  or  by 
their  Representatives,  constitutionally,  bina  them- 
selves by  contract  and  mortgage  their  industry, 
60  that  a  future  assemblage  or  the  same  persons, 
or  their  Representatives,  could  not  righ^uuy  avoia 
the  obligation,  but  would  remain  bound ;  yet,  as  it 
is  a  slender  and  equivocal  right,  it  should  at  least 
be  exercised  with  some  regard  to  decency  and 
respect  to  such  future  assemblage. 

For  a  Government,  at  its  commencement,  to 
contract  debts  greatly  beyond  its  immediate  re- 
sources, to  dispose  of  almost  the  whole  of  the  at- 
tainable revenue  in  a  maimer  to  create,  by  assum- 
ing debts  from  Gk)vemments  who  were  sinking 
them  fast,  and  were  altogether  opposed  to  such 
assumption,  and  thus  opening  a  door  for  the  revi- 
val of  liquidated  claims,  and  make  it  the  interest 
of  States  to  make  out  as  large  a  debt  as  possible, 
to  get  a  greater  share  of  the  general  plunder,  is 
certainly  covering  the  weakness  of  the  right  by 
the  boldness  of  the  exercise.  And  then  to  say  to 
the  such  future  assemblaffej  "  that  they  shall  not 
pay  when  they  are  able,''  is  subjecting  them  to 
conditions  that  none  but  a  lunatic  in  private  life 
would  submit  to,  and  this  in  direct  violation  of  the 


Constitution,  which  gives  to  Congress  the  express 

S>wer  of  payifig  ike  debts  of  the  United  StaUs. 
an  this  power  of  Congress  be  abridged  or  de- 
stroyed by  any  contract  with  a  creditor  ?  Such 
a  principle  could  never  bind;  it  would  not  be  iqk 
held  in  a  private  case  v  it  was  arbitrary  in  adop- 
tion, shameful  in  continuance,  and  would  be  crimi- 
nal perhaps,  in  imitation. 

But,  should 'we  admit  that  a  majority  of  the 
IHresent  generation  may  so  bind  themselves  and 
mortgage  their  own  industry,  yet,  the  extent  of 
this  power  is  to  be  defined.  The  grand  and  im- 
portant question  yet  remains  to  be  discussed— a 
question  that  never  has  been,  and  perhaps  never 
will  be,  fairly  met — Can  they  sell  or  mortgage  the 
labor  and  industry  of  another  generation--Hof  pos- 
terity? Are  they  the  judges  of  the  extent  and 
conditions  1  That  they  cannot,  and  are  not,  is  as 
demonstrable  as  any  proposition  in  Euclid. 

The  God  of  Nature  has  given  the  earth  to  the 
living.  That  He  will  make  our  children  and  our 
children's  children  as  free  as  He  made  us,  is  what 
no  parent,  I  trust,  will  deny.  Under  the  Divine 
impression,  the  voice  of  United  America  has  de- 
clared that  we  cannot  deprive  posterity  of  their 
natural  rights,  which,  from  generation  to  genera- 
tion, must  continue  tne  same  as  we  came  mto  die 
world  with ;  we  have  a  ri^ht  to  the  fruits  of  our 
own  industry — they  to  theirs. 

The  infringements  of  this  sacred  law,  I  believe, 
more  often  arise  from  a  want  of  accuracy  and  pre- 
cision of  reflection,  than  a  desertion  of  moral  prin- 
ciple. 

Were  all  men  bom  on  one  day,  and  died  on 
another,  the  separate  rights  of  posterity  would 
then  be  as  distinctly  visible  as  the  line  that  would 
divide  the  one  generation  from  another ;  but,  d.- 
though  the  human  race  flows  like  a  constant 
stream,  in  an  uninterrupted  course  of  renewal  and 
decay,  the  ri^ts  of  the  separate  parts  are  the  same 
in  reality  as  if  they  could  be  readily  and  easily 
distingmshed  in  practice. 

That  there  is  a  period  at  which  the  majority  of 
adults  capable  of  contracting,  now  living,  will  give 
place  to  a  majority  of  adults  equally  capable,  of 
the  succeeding  generation,  is  as  certain  as  the 
great  principle  of  mortality  itself.  This  period 
may  be  ascertained  with  sufiScient  precision  for 
every  practical  purpose,  by  the  recorded  bills  of 
mortedity ;  they  are  admitted  in  municipal  iefpa- 
lation,  and  constitute  its  leading  and  distiujO^uish- 
ing  traits.  By  the  calculations  of  Mr.  Buflon,  it 
does  not  extend  beyond  nineteen  years ;  but,  to  * 
give  the  present  the  ultimatum  of^  their  preten- 
sions over  the  future,  would  not  carry  it  beyond 
twenty  years — the  period  limited  by  the  English 
law ;  after  which,  even  a  private  aebt  ceases  to 
exist 

And  surely  these  bounds,  which  nature  has  es- 
tablished, afilorded  ample  scope  for  any  reasonable 
anticipations.  Can  we  figure  any  exigencies  of 
State  that  ou§[ht  or  can  require,  from  their  termi- 
nation, an  anticipation  of  the  resources  ctf  Govern- 
ment tor  a  greater  length  than  twenty  years  ?  or, 
that  a  mortgage  of  the  labor  of  society  should  be 
sold  by  any  contract  irrqpealable  for  a  greater 
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tenn?  Qo  be^^ond  this,  and  you  seize  on  the 
riffhts  of  posterity ;  pass  this  bound — there  is  none 
ouer  that  nature  or  reason  can  assi^ — the  great 
mass  of  the  industry  and  labor  of  all  future  gene- 
rations becomes  then  yours  to  the  extent,  and  on 
what  conditions,  you  please  to  prescribe :  no  other 
line  can  be  drawn. 

Such  a  principle  is  against  the  laws  of  God  and 
man^  it  inverts  the  wnole  order  of  society;  it 
sweeps  away,  in  a  torr^it,  every  check  and  safe- 
guard of  Government,  and  arms  any  Despot,  any 
Administration^  with  means  not  sanctioned  by 
nature,  to  bind  m  chains  their  fellow-men. 

In  the  first  place,  it  destroys  that  great  principle 
which  alone  was  the  cause  of  the  war  with  Great 
Britain ;  which  cost  us  the  blood  of  our  heroic 
countrymen,  and  which  inyolved  us  in  the  debt 
That  taxation  and  representation  should  go  hand 
in  hand.  We  have  no  one  quality  of  the  Repre- 
sentatiyes  of  posterity — not  elect^  by  them,  and 
not  responsible  to  them.  It  establishes  a  princi- 
ple that  those  are  to  spend  who  are  to  pay.  This 
lets  loose  extravagance,  in  defiance  of  justice,  from 
its  only  natural  restraints.  Po^erity,  whom  we 
injure,  has  no  power  over  us ;  we  are  not  respon- 
sible to  them;  the  order  of  nature  renders  the 
grave  an  asylum  from  their  vengeance.  It  de- 
stroys one  great  check  of  free  legtsktion — that  the 
legislator  should  feel,  in  his  own  property,  the  bur- 
den of  the  tax  he  lays,  and  the  contract  he  makes 
for  society.  It  avoids  that  still  greater  check,  that 
the  constituents  should  feel  the  burdens  their  Re- 
presentatives impose.  The  people  never  act  but 
from  feelings :  so  long,  therelore,  as  their  deputies 
contract  for  and  at  the  expense  of  posterity,  they 
act  in  perfect  safety.  If  they  have  a  right  to  say 
they  will  only  pay  part  of  the  debt,  they  may  di- 
minish that  part  at  pleasure,  and  finally  they  may 
say  they  will  pay  no  part ;  and  this,  which,  m  the- 
ory, would  be  considered  as  an  argument  from 
hyperbole,  is  precisely,  in  practice,  the  very  prin- 
ciple we  have  adopted  with  respect  to  the  deferred 
stock;  and  that  not  sparingly,  as  it  is  almost  half 
our  debt.  Let  any  man  examine  the  principles  of 
this  novelty  of  finance,  and  see  where  it  leads  to. 
Administration,  on  this  ground,  would  be  per- 
fectly safe  in  assuming  the  debt  of  Great  Britain. 
The  honor,  if  I  may  use  the  term,  of  this  bold  vio- 
lation of  natural  law  was  reserved  for  us.  The 
extravagance  of  veteran  corruption  in  old,  ex- 
hausted nations,  has  never,  that  I  have  heard, 
hazarded  thb  principle.  It  appears  as  a  frontis- 
piece to  adorn  the  annals  of  an  infant  RepuUic. 

And  who  will  impeach?  The  people  see  nothing. 
The  bein^  whose  rights  we  thus  trample  on,  wfll 
not  burst  into  existence  until  we  retire  from  the 
scene.  Exercising  such  powers  with  rapidity,  and 
tathe  extent  already  effected — any  Administra- 
tion might  become  masters  of  a  mass  of  corrup- 
tion ;  and  constant,  attracting  hardly  observation, 
go  on  to  bribe  the  present  with  the  means  of  fu- 
ture generations,  to  do  any  thing  that  gold  can 
tempt  the  weak,  the  wicked,  and  the  necessitous 
to  do.  All  Ck)nstitutions,  all  forms  of  Govern- 
ment, disappear  before  such  a  system  of  finance. 

And  what  is  the  defence  that  mgentons  and  in- 


terested sophistry  has  yet  invented?  That  as 
posterity  are  to  partake  of  the  benefit,  they  should 
pay  part  of  the  price.  We  have  j^ne  a  little 
further  with  our  deferred  stock :  of  that  we  pay 
nothing,  but  make  them  pay  the  whole ;  but  is  it 
not  natural  justice  that  they  who  are  to  pay  should 
have  some  hand  in  the  bargain  ?  Have  they  not 
a  natural  right  to  judge  whether  it  is  a  benefit? 
and  whether  it  is  worth  the  mOney  ?  Does  any 
man  suppose^  that  a  Government  that  admits  such 
principles  will  be  really  a  benefit  to  posterity,  or 
so  considered  by  them  ? 

The  case  has,  indeed,  been  likened  to  that  of  an 
individual  in  society,  who  leaves  an  estate  to  an 
heir,  burdened  with  aebts ;  but  it  can  bear  no  an- 
alogy. Society  may  say  to  an  individual,  by  its 
laws,  that  we  will  prev^it  the  intrusion  of  any 
other  occupant  into  the  property  you  hold,  provid- 
ed you  leave  it  to  your  son,  or  to  your  creditor. 
This  property  the  mdividual  had  no  right  to  but 
by  law :  It  is  a  right  which  society  has  secured  to 
him,  to  the  labor  of  others,  which,  by  nature,  he 
could  not  pretend  to.  But  different  ffenerations  of 
men  heai  no  relation  to  each  other  but  by  the  nar 
tural  law  and  tbe  terms  of  the  constitution  they 
adopt,  and  even  this  last  is  limited  by  the  former. 
But  in  whjit  society  upon  earth  has  a  contract  of 
an  individual  ever  been  upheld,  by  the  municipal 
tribunals,  by  which  a  parent  has  burdened  pro- 
perty with  a  debt  bearing  no  immediate  interest, 
but  to  be  paid  by  posterity,  or  by  a  contract  pro- 
hibiting his  posterity  from  paving  it  oflf  when  tney 
are  able.  I  must  doubt  whether  any  courts  would 
countenance  such  principles. 

If  one  generation  has  a  right  to  sell  the  produce 
of  the  sou  for  any  extent  of  years,  the  next  gene- 
ration must  quit  it.  If  a  nation  was  to  borrow  of 
forei^ers  to  such  extent,  which  is  not  only  possible, 
but,  I  believe^  was  nearly  the  case  in  Louis  the 
XI  Vth's  time,  they  must  break  or  quit. 

But  no  principle  has  ever  been  admitted  with 
respect  to  an  individual,  much  less  an  American 
parent,  that  he  Ims  a  riffht  to  dispose  of  the  labor 
of  his  child.  The  child  may  relinquish  the  pro- 
perty, and  then  he  has  his  hands  nee  as  nature 
made  them,  to  labor  for  himself;  so  there  is  no 
injury  to  natural  right  But  where  one  genera- 
tion sells  the  industry  of  another,  they  cannot  get 
free  unless  they  go  into  voluntary  exile ;  and  ereaa. 
then,  by  some  modern  doctrine,  the  contract  will 
bindj  let  them  go  where  they  will,  whibt  they 
contmue  in  the  social  bond  ;  they  must  disperse, 
like  the  Jews,  to  get  rid  of  it. 

The  iniquity  of  the  principle  will  be  more  clear 
and  striking,  when  we  contemplate  that  all  public 
revenue  or  private  income  is  a  contribution,  me- 
diate or  immediate,  of  the  labor  of  the  industrious 
farmer  or  mechanic.  If  the  rich  pay  anything', 
it  is  only  mediate — a  part  of  what  tney  nrst  re- 
ceived from  these  classes.  They  are  the  drones 
of  society,  which,  however  essential  to  its  well- 
being,  are  fed  by  the  bees.  Money  is  a  repre- 
sentation oi  industry^-a  representation  of  that  re- 
siduum of  labor  which  the  poor  either  can  or  must 
spare  after  sustaining  life.  If  they  only  worked  to 
maintain  themselves,  money  would  have  no  yaluej 
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tketB  could  be  no-  public  revemie  or  private  in- 
mm§i  It  foUowiy  tiien,  that  any  transters  of  pub- 
lic leflource*  to  any  pe rsonsy  eitiaens  or  Ibreigik- 
era,  iaa  transler  of  lUck  a  portion  of  tbe  labor  of 
the  furtner  an4  mechanio^and  their  poaterity.  No 
money4end€r  wouM  lend  one  &rthingy  to  be  paid 
ant  01  the  labor  of  the  rich,  to  all  eternity;^  It  ie 
true  that  the  rich  are,  by  such  transfers,  dimi- 
niihed  in  their  comforti  and  oonyemencesyby  withr 
drawing  firom  them,  and  ^ving  to  othen,  that 
part  of  the  labor  of  toe  induttrioue  and  pioduetiye 
classes,  which  they  before  e^jored  under  con- 
tmots  ajul  the  kwe  of  society ;  Wt  they  aire  no 
•biccts  to  the  money4en4er.  It  is  true,  that  all 
pmuic  burdens  £edl,  in  a  great  measttre^  on  the 
huoA*  so  as  to  dimiaish  its  value  and  price,  as  I 
shall  obserre ;  but  then,  to  the  n^n  who  lend  to 
Goremtuent,  lands  have  no  valtte  but  from  the 
hands  that  are  to  work  it. 

That  country  m  happy  and  free,  in  proportion 
m  its  political  institutions  and  public  economy 
leaves  to  the  industrious  the  greater  portion  of  the 
fruits  of  their  industry.  On  the  contrary,  that 
oeumtry  is  wretched,  and  its  people  slaves,  wha^ 
ever  they  may  be  called,  whose  labor  and  industry, 
by  any  mechanism  or  movement  of  society,  be- 
longs to  othera,  As  this  evil  prooeedsy^sueh  coun- 
try must  deeMne ;  and,  when  arrived  tk  a  certain 
eaitent,  it  must  be  deanrted. 

Ceatemplate  a  public  debt  as  a  mortgage  on  in- 
duetry  and  labor ;  extend  its  effeots  to  posterity ; 
CEsemBt  ourselves  foom  the  burden,  and  put  it 
ivkiwy  on  them,  on  the  prineble  of  the  deferred 
stock,  and  then  say  that  they  snaU  not  free  them^ 
selves  by  pafment,  and  what  does  it  amount  to  ? 
That  a  nree  man,  born  now,  has  a  right  to  the  la- 
bof  of  a  free  man  born  twenty  or  thirty  years 
henee )  and  that,  because  he  vrill  be  then  dead  and 
MM,  and  cannot  ei^oy  it,  he  may  sell  it  now  to  a 
third  person,  and  spend  the  money.  Thus  truly 
iJnipliiM.  Is  any  American  prepajred  to  avow  the 
principle  1 

Be  much  ibr  the  right.  I  new  beg  leave  to  re- 
mark With  reapeot  to  the  policv. 

Fsom  reasons  slated,  it  would  be  readily  im»- 
gjiMd  what  experience  has  sanctioned*— that  a 
ymiding  System,  once  began  in  any  nation^  has 
always  inereased*-the  motive*  that  led  them  to 
ran  in  debt  act  with  double  fbrce  to  prevcM  their 
getting  out.  It  is  a  cancer  in  the  bo<hr  politic  that 
ae^uifee  strength  fran  amputation  >  ii  aay  remedy 
OBials  in  nadure,  it  is  yet  to  be  disooveared.  It  is 
so  pleasant  to  spend  at  other  people's  cost,  that  it 
aims  all  the  powerAd  passiona  acaanst  the  judg- 
ment. Hence  the  mpid  accumiuation  d  pubhc 
debts  throughout  £urope-*the  increase  exhibits 
the  appearance  of  the  regular  ascent  of  a  moun- 
tain, vraile  the  veductiena  appear  like  guHiea  in 
the  sides,  seavoely  discernible,  impeding  the  pro* 
greca  but  for  a  moment.  Great  Britain  has  run  in 
debt  two  hnndMd  and  if^  miUions  sterling  in  less 
than  a  century.  Had  she  orieinally  adopted  a 
pkn  ef  rendering  the  debt  irre&emaUe,  and  had 
not  seiaeA  every  fiivomble  rise  of  credit  to  lower 
the  intesest,  bf  whkfa  means  she  |Miye  now  three 
•euL  £sr  money  bercewed  at  ei|^  no  ayatam 


of  taxation  wonld  have  paid  the  interest  and  su|^ 
ported  €h)ve»ment  even  at  this  day  ^  and  all  this 
debt  must  have  began  in  the  memory  of  men  now 
living. 

T&t  this  €}ovemment  would  have  &mded,,  in 
less  than  five  years  from  its  ocigin,  near  fifty  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  would  now  propose  to  £md 
near  twenty  millions  more^— that  we  should  have 
ranmcked  the  whole  United  States  to  find  debts 
to  eflect  this,  invite  them  from  every  quarter,  and 
set  them  to  find  out,  create,  and* revive  debts  al- 
ready sunk,  to  secure  as  large  a  share  of  the 
general  revenue  as  possiblo-^hat  we  should  have 
carried  the  principle  to  the  extravagant  excess  we 
hare  done,  by  the  invention  of  &£etred  stodk, 
which  no  nation  ever  ventured  to  haaard,  all  in 
otur  earliest  inftmcy,  must  aCmrd  sublime  prospects 
of  our  progress  in  mature  age. 

Somethmg  unexampled  must  be  done^  for,  if 
we  adopt  the  addition  now  proposed;  I  believe  we 
shall  find  ourselves  saddled  with  a  greater  funded 
debt  than  Great  Britain  herself^  comparatively 
with  the  relative  wealth  of  the  reflective  naliona; 
and  I  believe  their  debts  make  even  the  boldest 
veteran  of  the  projecting  tribe  quake  with  tenror. 
If  is  true,  we  may  not  fra  it  so  sensibly  in  conse- 
quence of  paying  no  immediate  interest  in  sogreat 
a  proportion  as  the  deferred  stocky  yet  it  is  a  debt 
our  cnildren  will  feel,  and  some  of  us. 

It  will  in  the  aggrcjzate  form  a  mass  of  seventy 
millions  of  dollars.  The  property  of  the  United 
States  is  worth  what  it  vriU  sell  for  at  an  ordiotfy 
market.  Akhou^  it  cannot  be  precisely  aseen- 
tatned  what  the  amount  would  be,  we  are  stifi 
fumi^d  with  sufficient  data  to  form  &  tokrahle 
estimate.  In  the  State  I  have  the  honor  to  leprm- 
sent,  industry  and  economy  have  Icng  eiven  a 
high  relative  value  to  their  property.  That  jpeo- 
perty  vms  assessed,  soon  aAer  the  war  was  mised, 
to  an  ideal  height^  to  twelve  millions  their  mooBTv 
From  the  fallef  price^Ide  notbelieve  that  the  whole 
ornny  proportion  or  it  would  now  bring,  at  fiur 
nmrkett  the  money.  From  this  we  must  dedaot 
lour  millions  Ibr  tne  negro  property,  which  cannot 
be  included  in  a  relative  companaon  with  other 
countries,  when  the  laborera,  although  equdly 
and  more  valuable,  are  not  ccnsidered  as  property  | 
there  would  then  remain  ei^t  millions.  Mary- 
kod  is  at  least  one-twelfth  of  the  Unifted  States; 
she  has,  indeed,  always  been  rated  at  a  higher 
proportion;  this  would  &x  the  property  of  the 
United  States  at  two  hundred  and  sixty  millioaa 
of  deUan;  the  debt,  then,  is  more  than  one«fonrth 
of  the  whole  value  of  the  property. 

The  weahh  of  Great  Britain  is  estimated,  by 
lir.  Young  and  Mr.  Puheney,  and  I  beMeve  there 
is  no  ffood  reason  to  qnestion  their  authority,  nt 
one  mousand  nuUions  sterling)  they  owe  two 
hundred  and  fif^y  miilionsL whi<A  isa  fourth ;  theii 
debt,  then,  is  relatively  less  than  oar&  Again« 
from  their  extensive  and  hmrative  Colonial  est»* 
bhahments  in  the  East  and  West  Indies,  their  an> 
nual  ineome  is  increased  so  as  to  yiekl  a  net 
revenae  of  one  hundred  millinns  sterling  pet  an*^ 
nuBS,  so  that  they  really  do  not  owe  thnie  yearn 
inrmnn     What  oar  annuai  net  inoorae  is,  I  have 
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110  sUtbfacftory  doctonetit  to  form  any  esthmrte  of, 
\t\xt  I  fest  it  is  bm:  small.  The  deferred  stock  may 
defbr  the  extent  of  the  eril,  bmt  it  is  by  a'  sacrifice 
of  all  principle  to  convenience. 

And  for  what  has  all  this  magic  bnildrng  been 
erected?  What  WBre  the  benefits  expected?  The 
States  were  going  on  rapidly  in  extinguishing 
their  debts ;  there  wns  no  'complaint  that  their 
Certificates  were  too  low  in  1785  atid  1786.  The 
Bfaryland  certificiites  were  nearhr  as  hi^h  a^  they 
atre  now,  or  would  be  if  as^nmed.  Perha}»s  some 
sound  understanding  were  led  away  by  rigor  of 
l^enius,  uncorrected  by  experience,  and  b^me 
bewildered  by  the  nsionary  dreams  of  Pinto, 
Champion,  and  a  rariety  of  calculators.  To  com- 
pare the  Secretary's  first  Report  on  the  Public 
Debt  with  the  last  on  the  Frontier  I>efence,  fur- 
nishes at  least  the  consolation  that  a  candid  mind 
will  relinquish  error.  Had  he  adhered  to  those 
jostles  or  political  truth,  Montesquieu  and  Smith, 
tne  first  pages  of  the  first  Report  would  hare  been 
sMcken  out. 

It  has  answered,  1  will  venture  to  assert^  but 
f>At  good  effect  of  those  predicted,  for  the  myriads 
of  erils  it  has  entaOed.  It  has  euabled  many 
debtors  to  pay  off  on  better  terms.  But  the  num- 
ber of  them  are  but  fetr ;  distressed  people  cannot 
ksep  these  things ;  they  early  get  into  other  hands. 

As  to  its  increasing  our  capitd,  that  firound  is 
ftxrvr  abandoned  even  by  bigotry  itiself.  To  mon- 
tage an  estate  adds  notning  to  its^  value^-^an  estate 
B  not  doubled  by  dividing  its  profits.  So  much 
wealth  as  is  borrowed  on  property,  of  so  much  less 
value  is  the  property  to  him  that  bold5,  pays  the 
interest,  and  stands  charged. 

Every  atom  of  Amded  debt  is  so  much  taken 
ftom  the  value  of  the  land  in  the  hand  of  the  land- 
holders, and  so  much  diminished  from  the  value 
of  labor  to  the  laborer.  Thus  one  great  blessing 
of  the  ftmded  debt  predicted,  the  rise  of  land,  has 
taken  a  contrary  direction;  unless  it  is  round  some 
towns,  landa  wiU  hardly  sell  at  all.  Even  in 
Sn^and  and  the  old  countries,  wiiere  there  is  a 
variety  of  other  wealth,  the  pumic  debt  has  so  fkr 
lessened  the  Value  of  land,  that  an  estate  that 
actually  produces  £90,000  a  year,  is  in  fact  only 
estimated  at  about  £63,000,  and  when  sold  the 
year's  purchases  are  estimated  at  the  latter  sum. 

Men  that  purchase  land  are  not  so  thoughtless 
of  posterity  as  administrators  usually  are.  They 
purchase  m  a  great  measure  for  children.    They 

consider  the  incumbranceis  ^^^  ^  ^^^^^  P^^  ^^' 
corrfingly.  Although  we  pay  no  interest  on  de- 
ferred stock,  yet  it  enters  deeply  into  die  price  of 
our  lands. 

There  is  another  consideration  that  it  weighty 
on  this  subject.  That  stock  itt  every  country, 
particularly  in  one  situated  as  we  are,  is  ever 
Varying  in  value.  Since  I  have  been  here,  in  five 
weeks,  it  has  altered  its  value  one-third.  It  can- 
not serve  them  as  a  medium  of  commerce,  for  that 
must  be  some  certain  common  standard.  To 
measure  our  eommodities  by  s  standard  more 
variable  than  the  commodities  themselves^  has 
always  been  hdd  as  absurd.  Consequently,  I  never 
hetrd  c^  land,  or  indeed  any  thing  eise,  sold  for 


stock.  If  the  exchilnge  takes  place  at  idl,  it  vs  ffirst 
by  a  safe,  and  money  is  the  medium.  It  bears, 
therefore,  such  a  |)ropoftion  to  the  money  in  cir- 
culation, and  requires  so  much,  that  it  pinches  all 
other  objects  of  sale,  land,  produce,  ana  I  believe 
commerce  too.  It  is  an  oia  maxim,  and  I  believe 
a  true  one,  that  if  money  is  to  be  nad,  it  wiH^  be 
had  to^me  with.  Stocks  are  so  uncertain,  thttt 
traffic  m  them  has  ever  been  considered  m  a  spe- 
cies of  gaming.  Their  value  is  supported  by  h. 
I^hdraw  the  gamesters,  and  the  whole  fietbric 
vanishes.  They  are  the  leaven  that  raises  the 
bread  of  the  stockholders.  The  misfortune  is,  it 
is  so  extensive  as  to  withdraw  men  from  the  solid 
pursuits  and  moderate  profits  of  useful  occupation 
into  a  vortex  of  corruption  and  vice.  This  is  a  com- 
plaint ^m  ail  quarters,  and  so  very  general,  diat 
1  must  believe  it  has  too  much  foundation. 

This  kind  of  gaming  has  ever  been  considered 
as  highly  pernicious  to  the  public  morals.  If  it  is 
so,  no  benefits  ^if  such  exist)  could  compensate  the 
injury.  To  a  Republic,  whose  existence  depends 
on  a  due  proportion  of  disinterested  virtue,  such 
an  over-dose  of  poison  administered  must  either 
destroy  the  patient,  or  be  thrown  off  by  some  vio- 
lent and  latent  power  of  the  Constitution. 

A  love  and  veneration  of  equality  is  the  vital 
principle  of  free  Governments,  ft  oies  when  the 
general  wealth  is  thrown  into  a  few  hands.  The 
efi^ct  of  stocks  fs  to  transfer  the  fruits  of  the  la- 
bor of  the  maiiy^  who  are  itble  to  appreciate  its 
value  by  the  difficulty  of  acquirement,  and  would 
convert  it  into  useful  improvement,  into  the  handJs 
of  the  opulent  few,  who  exchange  tnem  for  fbreign 
luxtiries,  and  consume  in  an  hour  the  labor  of  m- 
dustrious  famdies  fbr  years.  It  prevents  a  generaA 
diflfosion  of  wealth  by  drawing  it  to  a  centre,  and 
saps  the  foundation  of  a  Republican  6K3vemm)ent, 
especially  in  a  large  Continent. 

In  a  young  country,  these  eflfects  of  indivfduiil 
opulence  are  particularly  hurtful.  Such  men  are 
not  only  idle  themselves,  but  they  maintain  nu- 
merous idle  dependants  and  menial  servants,  who^ 
lives  am  consumed  iti  ministering  to  their  hixth 
riear,  and  whose  services  die  thter  moment  they  are 
rendered.  Their  want  is  feh  in  an  unimprovied, 
thinly  populated  country,  witere  there  are  no  su- 
pernumerary hands,  difierentfy  ftum  an  old  weH 
settled  State,  where  there  are  more  hands  l^U 
employment.  But  of  all  opulence,  that  of  the 
wealthy  stocttoldfer  is  most  fetal  to  a  young 
country.  Where  a  man's  revenue  arises  from 
landed  property,  it  is  created  by  productive  labor 
employed  on  the  land,  and  the  necessaries  of  Hfb 
are  increased  as  his  income  increases.  As  Idt 
weahh  depends  on  the  value  g(  some  particular 
estate,  it  becomes  his  interest  to  improve  ft.   His 

Sivate  advantage  becomes  the  public  prosperity, 
e  also  who  employs  his  capital  inmantifactures, 
increases  thereby  the  aggregate  of  necessary  pro^ 
ductions }  and  even  he  who  lends  money  on  in- 
terest to  JuiHviduals,  generally  selects  the  indus- 
trious from  motives  of  ^ety^  and  so  increases  th« 
general  welfare. 

But  wealthy  stockholders  who  have  lent  their 
money  to  Government,  are  interested  in  bo  par- 
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ticular  spot  of  land  or  manufacture.  They  im- 
prove nothinff^  but  take  something  from  ail.  They 
are  citizens  or  the  world ;  oftener  foreii^ers  than 
natives ;  attached  to  no  country.  At  the  first  ap- 
pearance of  danger,  they  sell  out,  and  sink  your 
credit  at  the  moment  it  becomes  essential.  As 
your  distresses  increase,  they  fly  you.  When  the 
impending  cloud  of  misfortune  casts  its  gloom  be- 
yond you,  these  sunshine  friends  disappear  in  ^ 
moment. 

So  far  as  foreigners  are  jiroprietors  in  our  funds, 
the  in<}uiry  into  the  operation  is  truly  interesting 
to  the  independence  and  prosperity  of  the  com- 
munity. In  peace  you  are  tributary,  in  war  you 
are  at  their  mercy.  Great  Britain  and  Holland, 
allied  as  they  are  with  their  interest  in  our  funds, 
present  an  omect  that  must  be  viewed  with  con- 
cern. How  vu  our  pecuniary  interest  is  benefited 
is  also  truly  consemiential.  I  have  been,  some 
time  agOj  told  that  they  possessed  eleven  millions 
of  the  thirty-one,  and  from  the  proportion  of  pur- 
chase made  since  it  was  supposed  they  owned  at 
least  one-half.  A  great  deal  of  money  ought  to 
have  come  in  for  this.  Is  this  the  fact,  or  have 
we  taken  in  exchange  their  gewgaws  and  luxu- 
ries, and  eaten  up  the  fat  of  our  land  1  I  fear  the 
fact  is  so.  Had  their  purchases  been  made  with 
money,  there  must  have  been  a  demand  for  money 
here,  and  exchange  would  have  fallen.  It  is  an 
invariable  tide-mark,  to  try  the  flux  and  reflux  of 
money.  It  has  almost  always  been,  I  believe, 
consiaerably  above  par,  except  one  year  when 
there  was  a  demand  for  produce ;  then  it  fell  at 
once  fifteen  per  cent,  below  par.  Money  certainly 
came  then,  and  I  believe  one  year's  good  price  for 
produce  ot  more  real  advantage  than  any  stock 
that  could  be  devised,  or  any  price  that  could  be 
wished  for  it. 

But  this  mode  of  employing  money  has  reduced 
produce  to  nothing.  It  taxes  considerable  capital 
to  make  the  expensive  and  circuitous  voys^es  ne- 
cessary to  vend  our  produce,  and  the  profits  can 
never  be  large;  for  the  difference  between  the 
price  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  raw  materials 
m  difierent  countries,  will  not  bear  high  commis- 
sion or  charges  of  transportation. 

Thus  I  have  considered  all  the  boasted  benefits 
of  Funding  Systems  but  one^  and  that  is  the 
strengthenmg  of  Government.  That,  to  a  certain 
extent,  they  may  have  this  efiect,  may  be  true ; 
but,  carriea  beyond  it  they  certainly  operate  in 
a  contrary  direction.  Let  the  interest  settle  chiefly 
in  the  hands  of  foreigners,  or  let  the  agriculturad 
interest,  which  in  a  young  country  must  always 
preponaerate,  become  alarmed  at  its  extent,  and 
jealous  of  a  moneyed  interest  acting  in  opposition 
to  their  wishes  and  principles,  and  it  may  destroy 
a  Government  that  otherwise  might  have  secured 
the  public  happiness;  but  these  are  trifling  cir- 
cumstances. The  position  may  be  justly  reduced 
to  this :  A  good  Government  will  always  be  sup- 
ported without  these  aids  by  the  ffood  sense  of  a 
great  majority  of  its  members,  anda  bad  one  ouj^ht 
not  to  be  supported  by  it.  Now  the  mischiet  is, 
that  these  people  support  bad  Gk)vernment  more 
willingly  tnan  good,  because  they  are  better  paid 


for  it ;  they  can  make  better  bargains  with  them. 
There  is  a  still  further  consideration  that  will 
afiect  this  country  powerfully,  and  is  peculiar  to 
it  Our  people  will  not  purchase  to  hold  at  the 
prices  stocks  have  risen  to.  Foreigners  have  the 
market  to  themselves,  and  they  must  finally  settle 
with  them ;  this  prevents  their  lending  money  to 
us  in  peace,  on  the  terms  we  obtained  when  under 
the  pressure  of  every  calamity,  and  had  no  right 
to  expect  the  establishment  of  our  independency. 
They  purchase  into  our  funds  instead  of  lending ; 
this  IS  the  efiect  of  the  irredeemable  quality  of  the 
stock ;  it  deprives  us  of  every  benefit  of  the  rise  of 
credit,  and  gives  the  market  to  foreigners.  The 
strange  terms  on  which  it  is  constituted,  must  keejp 
its  vsuue  always  unsettled,  as  the  redemption  is 
rendered  so  contingent ;  tnis  also  deprives  it  of 
every  useful  quality  as  a  medium  of  mtercourse, 
and  must  keep  it  an  object  of  barter. 

What  would  be  our  operation  but  for  this  irre- 
deemable quality?  Why,  as  our  credit  rose  at 
market,  we  would  do  as  Great  Britain  has  done — 
form  new  loans  at  a  lower  interest,  and  pay  oflf  the 
debt  at  the  higher  interest ;  this  is  done  without  a 
sinking  fund  on  hand,  and  shows  the  folly  of  those 
that  say  we  cannot  redeem  now  as  fast  as  we  have 
the  liberty.  In  Great  Britain,  soon  after  the  esta^ 
blishment  of  their  Funding  System,  they  efiected 
new  loans,  and  in  1717  reduced  the  eight  and  six 
per  cents,  to  five :  and  in  1727,  they  reduced  the 
nve  to  four;  and  from  1750  to  1757,  they  reduced 
the  four  to  three;  which  was  equal  to  the  sinking 
half  their  debt:  and  from  the  first  creating  of  their 
three,  to  1757,  they  averaged  at  market,  par,  that 
is,  were  equal  to  gold  and  silver.  By  these  opera- 
tions, there  was  no  injury  to  the  creditor  in  reality, 
for  he  could,  at  the  end,  sell  the  £100  that  bore 
three  per  cent,  for  as  much  money  as  he  lent  Go- 
vernment at  eight.  At  this  moment,  if  it  were 
not  for  the  irredeemable  quality,  we  could,  if  our 
credit  is  worth  four  per  cent,  as  we  are  told^  make 
an  operation  that  would  be  equal  to  the  sinking 
of  our  debt  nearly  one-half  in  value,  on  the  same 
plan  that  Great  Britain  has  pursued  so  success- 
fully. And  the  public  creditors  are  really  not  bene- 
fited by  this  irredeemable  quality ;  for,  although  it 
raises  the  price  of  sixes  with  foreigners,  yet  it 
keeps  down  that  of  threes;  which^  by  a  reduction 
sucn  as  I  mention,  and  the  liberation  of  our  com- 
merce from  hiffh  duties,  must  soon  be  on  equal 
terms  to  what  they  were  in  Great  Britain  in  the 
infancy  of  their  Fundinfi^  System,  that  is,  near  par. 

In  fine,  the  debt  is  to  be  deplored,  but  it  must  be 
paid;  let  as  much  of  it  be  paid,  and  as  fast,  as  pos- 
sible; these  are  the  true  prmciples  of  public  credit. 
Let  us  reprobate  the  idea  of  increasing  or  continu- 
ing it  when  it  can  be  avoided,  upon  the  principles 
of  any  political  enterprise.  It  seems  strange  to  be 
callea  upon  to  fund  it  now,  and  provide  the  funds 
hereafter.  It  looks  too  much  like  taking  an  undue 
advantage  of  a  future  Legislature,  and  has  a  sus- 
picious, and  low,  lurking  aspect,  when  we  know 
that  we  are  really  not  the  true  Representatives  of 
the  people.  Are  we  afraid  that  a  real  represent- 
ation ot  the  people  would  act  otherwise  T  If  we 
are,  we  ought  to  hesitate.    All  the  virtue  of  this 


513 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


514 


March,  1792.] 


The  PttbHc  Debt 


[H.  OF  R. 


Continent  is  certainly  not  confined  to  this  session; 
we  may  trust  that  any  succeeding  Representative 
will  be  as  just  and  wise  as  ourselves.  As  they  are 
to  find  the  means  of  paying,  let  them  agree  on  the 
terms  of  the  contract. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  Hampshire,  said :  The  ill 
policy  of  any  assumption  of  the  State  debts  has  been 
asserted^  and,  in  my  opinion,  very  satisfactorily 
proved,  m  the  discussion  which  this  subject  has 
alread]^  underffone. 

Taking  it  for  granted,  for  the  present,  that  an 
assumption,  in  some  foruL  must  take  place,  I  rise 
to  offer  my  sentiments  in  favor  of  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland.  The 
measure,  as  contemplated  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  is,  as  I  have  observed,  impolitic,  as  it 
will  greatly  increase  the  public  burden,  already 
too  great,  ror  the  resources  of  which  the  United 
States,  in  this  infant  state  of  their  Grovernment, 
can  avail  themselves;  but  it  is  also  unequal,  and  as 
it  respects  several  of  the  States,  very  unjust,  as  it 
saddles  them  with  the  debts  of  other  States.  Be- 
cause they  have  exerted  themselves  successfullv 
in  effecting  the  extinguishment  of  the  debts  whicn 
they  contracted  in  the  common  defence,  they  are 
now  to  be  loaded  with  the  debts  of  those  States 
which  have  made  no  such  exertions. 

If  any  gentleman  will  take  the  trouble  of  exa- 
mining the  first  assumption,  and  will  add  to  it 
what  IS  proposed  now  to  be  assumed,  he  will  find 
that  the  sums  so  assumed  from  the  respective 
States  are  not  such  as  would  have  resulted  from  a 
due  apportionment  of  the  whole  sum  assumed, 
amon^  the  several  States  in  the  Union,  according 
to  their  respective  numbers. 

To  vindicate  an  assumption  so  unequal  and  dis- 
proportionate, gentlemen  must  prove  to  us  that 
the  payments  which  the  several  States  have  actu- 
ally made  towards  the  general  defence,  have  been 
in  exact  proportion  to  their  ability,  that  is,  accord- 
ing to  their  numbers.  They  must  satisfy  us  that 
South  Carolina,  though  she  had,  previous  to  any 
assumption,  six  millions  of  dollars  of  State  debt 
undischarged,  had  nevertheless  discharged  as  great 
a  portion  of  debt  incurred  in  the  war  as  any  other 
State  in  the  Union;  and  that  the  reason  why  she 
had  then  so  great  a  State  debt  pressing  heavy  upon 
her,  was  not  because  she  had  not  exerted  nerself 
according  to  her  utmost  ability  to  discharge  that 
debt,  but  hecause  she  had  contracted  a  debt  much 
beyond  her  just  proportion ;  that  is,  in  fact,  that, 
upon  a  final  settlement  of  accounts,  she  would  have 
a  balance  due  equal  to  the  sum  which  constitutes 
the  difference  between  her  just  proportion  of  the 
whole  sum  assumed,  and  the  sum  actually  as- 
sumed; which  i9>,  in  tnis  case,  more  than  four  mil- 
lions of  dollars. 

'  The  same  reasoning  would  apply  to  the  other 
States  who  hare  sums  assumed  beyond  their  just 
proportion.  Upon  these  principles,  too,  they  must 
prove  to  us  that  New  Hampshire,  upon  a  final  set- 
tlement of  accounts,  would  he  found  in  debt  to  the 
Union  more  than  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars; 
that  is,  that  she  is  the  greatest  delinquent  in  the 
Union.  I  ask  gentlemen  if  they  have  any  docu- 
ments to  prove  this* 


It  would  be  easy  to  satisfy  an  inhabitant  of 
Massachusetts  or  South  Carolina  that  they  were 
great  creditors,  and  that  New  Hampshire  is  a  very 
great  debtor.  But  it  will  require  something  more 
than  the  confident  assertions  of  gentlemen  to  con- 
vince the  State  I  represent  that  this  is  really  the 
case;  they  believe,  and  they  will  continue  in  this 
well-founded  belief,  till  some  evidence  appears  to 
the  contrary,  that  they  at  least  contributed  their 
just  proportion  towards  the  general  defence. 
Some  States,  no  doubt,  from  the  manner  in  which 
they  were  peculiarly  circumstanced,  may  have 
done  more  than  in  proportion  to  New  Hampshire, 
while  I  am  persuaded  that  others  have  done  less. 
The  United  States  have  uniformly  proceeded  upon 
the  idea  that  the  States  who  have  done  more  than 
their  proportion  should  have  credit  in  a  general 
settlement,  while  those  who  have  done  less,  should 
be  compelled  to  pay  the  balances  due  from  them. 
I  have  no  doubt  but  that  some  of  the  States,  who 
now  have  debts  unassumed,  will  be  found  entitled 
to  balances,  but  I  deny  that  New  Hampshire  can 
justly  be  called  upon  for  the  payment  of  them. 

Congress  have  uniformly  taken  it  for  ^pranted 
that  the  inequalities  which  may  have  existed  in 
the  exertions  of  the  several  States,  can  only  be 
remedied  by  a  settlement  of  all  accounts  between 
the  United  States  and  the  several  States.  At  great 
expense,  they  have  established  Boards  of  Commis- 
sioners, with  very  ample  powers;  they  have  sent 
commissioners  into  the  several  Stated  to  receive 
and  adjust  their  claims.  The  States  have  been  at 
very  great  expense  in  stating  their  accounts,  and 
procurinfi^  the  necessary  vouchers  to  support  tnem. 
but  ffentiemen  have  now  made  a  discovery,  which, 
if  it  had  been  made  in  season,  would  have  savea 
all  this  trouble  and  expense;  tney  have  discovered 
that  the  several  States  in  the  Union  have  laid  equal 
burdens  on  their  citizens  to  carry  (m  the  war  and 
to  discharge  the  debt  incurred  in  the  common  de- 
fence, and  that  equal  justice  required  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  new  Government,  in  1789,  that 
the  United  States  should  step  in  between  the 
States  and  their  creditors,  and  ease  them  of  their 
debts.  But  the  gentlemen  who  have  made  this 
discovery  are  too  much  interested  to  expect  full 
credit  to  their  sentiments  on  this  head. 

It  happens,  somewhat  unfortunately  for  this  hy- 
pothesis, that  those  who  maintain  it  are  those  who 
are  to  be  gainers  by  it.  It  mav  well  be  expected 
that  less  evidence  will  satisfy  south  Carolina  that 
she  is  a  creditor  State,  than  New  Hampshire  that 
she  is  a  debtor;  and  more  efficacious  logic  must 
be  used  to  induce  the  latter  to  pay  seven  or  eight 
hundred  thousand  dollars  of  the  debt  of  the  former, 
than  to  persuade  the  former  to  put  that  burden  off 
her  own  shoulders  and  lay  it  upon  the  latter.  Let 
not  gentlemen  imagine  that  New  Hampshire, 
though  she  is  a  small  State  and  of  no  great  im- 
portance in  the  Union,  patiently  submitted  to  the 
mjustice  of  the  former  assumption.  They  remon- 
strated :  that  remonstrance  is  now  on  your  table. 
Why  did  they  complain  ?  Because,  m  that  as- 
sumption, they  were  considered  as  the  greatest 
debtor  of  any  State  in  the  Union;  and  because 
they  were,  as  a  constituent  part  of  the  Union, 
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Qftll^  iUK)n  to  pay  teven  or  eigbt  hitmdred  thou- 
smii  doUart  of  tfaie  4ebt  of  South  Carolina,  Mas- 
sachusetts, or  some  other  State.  Why  should  it 
he  taken  for  granted,  they  ask,  that  we  are  a  debtor? 
What  documents  are  j^tlemen  possessed  of  that 
justify  such  a  supposition  ?  Let  them  he  produced. 
If  the  opinion  of  gentlemen  who  have  spdiLen  with- 
in these  walls  and  without,  is  to  be  relied  upon, 
thejce  is  soasce  a  State  in  the  Union  but  that  has 
done  far  more  than  her  proportion;  so  that  there 
must  be  a  i^aat  bglanoe  due  to  each  State.  AU 
this  tends  to  show,  that  it  is  unreasonidile  to  ex- 
pect that  an^  one  State  will  patiently  submit  to  a 
measure  wmch  takes  that  for  granted  whioh  they 
4o  not  believe,  aind  which  it  is  never  their  interest 
to  admit.  There  never  was,  in  my  opinion,  but 
wie  |Nrinoiple  which  could  justify  aay  assumption 
previous  to  a  final  settlement,  and  that  was,  givins 
relief  to  States  who  had  unquestionably  contracted 
a  debt  much  beyond  their  just  proportk>iL  and 
who  were  groaamg  beneaith  the  burden  or  that 
debt.  Wh^  it  could  be  known  with  tolerable 
certain^  that  a  balance  would  be  finally  due  to 
mch  a  State,  much  might  be  said  in  favor  cxf  an- 
ticipttting  Ihe  payment  of  it  But  was  this  the 
piuiciple  which  governed?  Wars  this  principle 
«t^  puiisued?  Were  |9,200/)00  assumed  from 
Pennsiylvania,  because  she  wad  or  would  be  a  cre- 
ditor State,  or  because  she  was  heavily  burdened 
wiith  debt  ?  Will  g^entlemen  undertake  to  say  that 
any  principle  at  aU  was  adhered  to  in  the  asswap- 
tkm  *  Was  it  not  a  mere  baigain  and  sale  between 
oettaitt  Slates  who  were  interested,  that  an  as- 
awBiption  should  take  place;  and  who,  provided 
they  could  be  only  exonerated  j&om  their  own 
debt,  woul4  not  stick  at  any  means  to  accomplish 
BO  desirable  a  thing  1  Was  it  not  at  the  exi^ense 
of  juslice,  and  at  the  exfense  oi  certain  States, 
paatioulacly  at  the  expense  of  the  State  I  re|>re- 
aoat  %  If  the  States  who  had  the  largest  portion 
of  debt  to  stn;^;^  with,  at  the  adoption  of  the 
DMsent  Constitu/Uon,  were  to  be  leiieved,  such  re- 
&ef  might  have  been  afforded  without  any  viola<- 
tion  of  the  principles  of  justice  and  equality .  The 
United  States  might  have  afforded  a  temporary 
Belief;  till  the  accounts  were  settled;  or.  if  it  was 
thought  best  to  assume  the  balances  due  trom  those 
States  to  their  creditors,  a  proportionate  sum — 
which  is  what  I  now  advocate^-^should  have  been 
MMUoed  from  everv  oither  State.  The  United 
BiBtea  couhi  never  advance  a  sum  to  any  one  State 
without  advancing  a  proportionate  one  to  every 
othcff  State,  withjMit  at  the  same  time  declaring 
that  the  one  had  better  pretensions  to  such  a  grant 
than  the  other.  And  what  can  authorize  such  a 
dedaration  ?  I  know  of  no  data  on  which  to  found 
it  A  gentleman  from  Masaachusetts  objects  to 
this ;  he  says  this  would  greatly  increase  the  public 
debl^  and  be  appears  now  to  be  a  great  enemy  to 
flochan  inoreaee.  When  this  argument  was  urged 
i^jaiAat  aay  assumption^  it  was  treated  with  great 
contempt.  It  seems,  nowever,  that  centlemen 
have  no  objection  to  increasing  the  pubuc  debt,  as 
fiur  as  the  debt»  of  their  respective  States  will  do 
it.  They  do  not  wish  to  go  further.  Tney  are 
against  aocumalating  the  pohUc  d^,  if  they  are 


not  to  have  the  whole  benefit  of  it  If  they  are 
in  favor  of  an  assuvaption,  they  ddould  be  in  favc^ 
of  an  equal  one.  Some  gentlemen  have  taken 
much  pains  to  convince  us  that  the  citizens  of 
their  States  are  zealous  for  the  measure.  I  am 
not  disposed  to  doubt  it ;  if  they  can  have  their 
burdens  taken  from  theirown  shoulders,and  placed 
upon  their  neighbors',  it  b  not  to  be  expected  that 
they  should  complain.  But  because  the  winners 
are  pleased,  it  by  no  means  follows  that  the  losers 
are  pleased  too.  But  we  are  told  that  the  inequali- 
ties qf  both  assumptions  will  be  remedied  by  the 
settlement.  Who,  is  it  expected,  will  be  deceived 
by  this  State  device?  Is  there  any  one  so  i^ora^t? 
What  is  it  but  saying,  submit  to  injustice  nowi 
and  we  will  redress  it  hereafter.  Only  be  so  kind 
as  to  acknowledge  now  that  you  are  a  oebtor  Stat^;, 
and  we  will  be  much  oUiged  to  you;  and  if  it 
should  turn  out,  on  settlement  of  accounts,  that 
you  have  been  paying  our  debts  for  us,  we  will 
then  repay  you.  But  do  not  these  same  persons 
tell  us,  tnat  the  accounts  never  will  be  settled;  ox, 
if  they  axe,  that  balances  never  will  be  paid  or  re- 
ceived. I  believe  it  I  consider  this  assumption 
as  signing  the  death-warrant  of  the  settlaoaent  of 
accounts.  Therefore,  let  the  assumption  be  equaL 
If  any  take  place  at  this  time,  I  tu^  it  will  be  a 
just  and  equal  one;  nay^more,  that  it  will  redress 
the  inequalities  of  the  Ibrmer  one;  and  that  the 
States  who  have  laid  heavy  burdens  on  their  citi- 
zens, will  not  be  punished  lor  their  laudable  zeal  in 
extinguishing  their  debts,  but  that  they  will  at  least 
fare  as  well  as  those  who  have  made  no  such  ex- 
ertions. In  one  wovd,  I  am  against  any  assump- 
tion; but  if  any  assumption  obtain,  as  it  cannot  be 
known  which  State  is  debtor  or  which  creditor, 
let  the  sums  assumed  from  each  be  equal,  that  is, 
according  to  their  respective  numbers. 

Mr.  BaI'DWiii  said,  he  was  not  in  the  situation 
just  oom plained  oi^  the  Representative  of  a  State, 
the  whole  of  who^  debt  had  been  before  assumed, 
and  therefore  interested  in  opposing  any  further 
assumption.  He  was  from  a  State,  the  half  of 
whose  debt  was  not  before  assumed,  and  they  were 
not  consoled  by  observing^  thtu  four-fifths  was  as- 
sumed for  their  next  neither,  neither  was  it  a 
solitary  instance  of  treatment,  such  as  had  not 
been  expected  from  that  House.  He  did  not  indulge 
the  habit  of  complaining;  but  he  felt  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  remember  them,  and  the  people  from 
which  he  came  could  not  easily  forget  them.  He 
was  however  of  opinion  that  these  evils  would  not 
be  corrected  by  a  seneral  assumptioi^  on  princi- 
[^es  so  ungovernable  as  were  oontainea  in  the  pro- 
position now  under  consideration,  and  that  it  would 
administer  injury  rather  than  relief. 

Each  State  had  been  made  debtor  for  the  sum 
assumed,  and  as  the  General  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners for  settling  aU  accounts  between  the  United 
States  and  individual  States,  had  reported  that  the 
whole  would  be  finished  in  Uttle  more  than  a  year 
from  this  time,  he  was  of  opinion  it  would  give 
much  more  effectual  relief  to  the  States  which 
had  been  injured  in  the  apportionment  of  the 
former  assumption,  and  upon  principles  much  less 
injurious  than  the  general  and  promiscuous  as- 
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snmptioii,  ivvMdiiVKNikl  be  theofilect  ef  the  present 
proposi^n. 

As  the  subject  was  aot  now  behove  the  Houae, 
bk  opinion  upon  it  in  general  YoA  been  often  ex- 
poressed.  Events  had  much  confirmed  his  former 
opinions  on  the  subjeet^  and  he  was  more  than  eYer 
oonriaoed  of  ito  pernioious  effects.  This  QoTeni:* 
ment,  said  he,  is  not  oakuksed  to  bear  a  heavy 
burden,  it  is  put  to  its  wor^  use  when  it  is  put  to 
tiiat  use,  it  shows  the  QoTernment  to  the  greatest 
disadyantafle.  The  genneal  natienal  powers,  the 
want  of  which  was  so  much  complained  of  before 
the  ittstitutioa  of  it.  appear,  from  the  experiment, 
to  be  more  easy  and  manages^  than  was  expect- 
ed. When  considered  as  a  great  society,  msti- 
tutad  by  Soreretgnties  to  cut  off  the  causes  of  war 
among  themselves,  and  to  deliberate  on  general 
iMKtioiud  concerns  which  could  be  not  otherwise 
iHroivide4  foi^^it  is  an  experiment  honorable  to 
n« 


nature,  and  is  as  useful  an  extent  of  the 
social  inrinciple  as  the  institution  of  society  over 
indtTiiuab  m  the  simply  of  their  wants,  and  to 
prevent  individual  slaughter  -and  carnage.  Its 
mends  have  had  great  reason  to  promise  them- 
selves success  to  tl^  experiment,  if  there  can  be  a 
due  modemtton  in  administering  it,  in  con&tiaff  it 
to  dMse  objects  for  which  it  was  alone  inten&d. 
But,  a  any  one  supposes  that  this  Qovernment 
may  be  made  to  answser  the  purposes,  and  be  put 
to  »e  same  uses  as  oommon  (iovemments^  and  be 
administered  upon  the  same  principles,  it  gives 
reason  to  believe  that  he  is  either  wicked  in  his 
intentions,  or  that  his  mind  has  never  compre- 
hended the  subject  General  questions  (^boundary, 
of  war,  and  peace,  regnbrtions  of  commerce,  a 
moderate  and  general  impost  for  the  immediate 
support  of  ^le  Government,  might  be  decided  in 
a  manner  that  would  reflect  honor  on  the  Govera- 
went;  and  to  the  satis&ction  of  the  people.  But 
accumulate  an  enormous  public  debt,  and  let  this 
Government  be  called  to  the  odious  task  of  apply- 
ing to  the  individual  oitiEcns  for  a  heavy  tax,  and 
you  will  then  see  the  structure  oi  the  Government 
to  the  greatest  possible  disadvantage.  It  is  better 
suited  to  any  thing  than  tint.  It  ought  to  be  direct- 
ed %o  such  a  use  with  the  most  extreme  and  cau- 
tious reluctance.  Probablv  it  wiU  be  found,  in  the 
nature  of  things,  impossilne  that  it  should  be  well  I 
adjusted  to  such  use.  To  raise  a  heavy  tax,  there 
ouig^  to  be  a  great  similarity  in  the  circumstanees 
of  the  persons  on  whom  it  is  to  operate.  M  the 
hurden  is  not  equal,  it  must  be  in  some  partscnitlly 
oppressive.  The  first  object  in  attemj^ing  aheavy 
tax  is,  to  be  sure  that  it  will  be  equal ;  otherwise, 
some  will  be  crowded  to  ^eir  destaruction,  while 
others  are  -exulting  in  pro6pertt3r,  and  feel  no  bur- 
den at  all.  There  is  such  a  cussimOarity  in  the 
interests  and  circumstances  of  the  extensive  ooan- 
try  over  w4iich  this  Government  is  to  operate, 
that  it  will  be  scarcely  possible  to  adjust  heavy 
burdens  to  any  toleraibie  eqnaiity.  The  whoie 
current  of  experience  in  society  forinds  the  expect- 
ation. Even  some  €i  the  States  had  found  their 
limits  too  large  to  preserve  the  necessary  equality 
in  their  own  revenue  systems.  And  to  suppose 
that  this  Ck>vemment  riiould  be  able  to  bear  nur- 1 


dens  in  the  same  poportion  to  its  sise,  withent 
intelerahJe  opiHiesaMai,  is  founded  neither  in  good 
sense  nor  experience. 

This  view  ^  the  subiect  supposes  the  most 
honest  disposition  in  endeavoring  to  make  ^k» 
burdens  as  equal  as  possible.  But  an  imporiant 
view  of  it,  which  ought  to  be  taken  on  this  occa* 
aion, is,  that  tbere  ismueh  less  security  iat  an  ho- 
nesty of  disposition  in  laying  the  burdens.  The 
circumstances  of  the  persons  who  make  tl^laws, 
fmd  of  those  on  whom  diey  operate,  ought  to  be 
closely  connected,  and  thoroughly  in  ^  view  of 
each  other.  The  moment  they  get  so  far  disse- 
vered as  not  to  be  known  and  ielt  by  eadli  others 
security  against  oppression  is  gone.  In  this  Go- 
vernment there  can  be  but  a  mere  shadow  of  re* 
presentation.  In  many  instanees^ot  moiie  than 
one  fdir  a  hundred  miles  square.  They  for  a  great 
part  of  the  year  are  entirelv  detached  from  their 
constitittents,  so  thai  they  wno  are  acquainted  wvA 
their  circumstances  at  home,  cannot  be  intimaUo 
ly  acquainted  with  their  condttot,  so  as  to  judge  of 
tne  motives  by  which  they  are  governed.  And 
they  who  are  witnesses  or  their  conduct  in  the 
Government,  do  not  know  their  oiieumstanoes  at 
home ;  so  that  men  may  feel  themselv-es  at  greater 
liberty  to  indulge  improper  passions,  than  they 
would  if  bo&  their  circumstances  and  their  eon*- 
duct  were  undor  the  immediate  m^iee  of  their 
constituents,  and  thus  the  motives  by  which  du^ 
were  |B[ovemed  on  every  occasion  could  be  earily 
explained.  On  the  genend  national  subjects^ 
which  are  their  more  immedtate  province,  there 
would  be  less  danger  from  this  cause,  as  they 
would  present  fewer  objects  for  indiTidual  paar 
sions.  But,  in  the  collection  and  management  of 
vast  revenues  and  their  necessary  oonecmiitanlB^ 
there  are  the  strongest  Inres  to  improper  conduct 
The  love  ai  power  and  fMronerty  are  two  fierce 
ps^ssions  of  natuve,  which  if  taey  can  be  indulged 
without  any  loss  of  reputation,  or  even  witli^ut 
the  fear  of  detectioa,  wml  be  sure,  in  all  countries^ 
to  make  hafvoc  of  the  haqopiness  and  rights  of  men. 
He  did  not  pretend  that  it  was  possibGe  aUogtther  " 
to  avoid  this  source  of  danger.  The  Gbvemment 
cannot  be  carried  on  withmit  resources  |  they  had  • 
been  provided  to  a  pretty  large  extent  on  its  first 
oommenoement,  by  general  regulations,  which 
appeared  to  have  been  tolerably  satiaisMstory  to  thn 
oommunity. 

They  wno  agreed  with  him  in  the  general  oh- 
servations  which  he  had  made,  must  allow  that 
they  were  subatential  reasosis  against  the  proposi- 
tion on  the  ti^le,  and  that  those  iddits  ou|^t  to  be 
left  upon  the  States,  rather  than  be  aaeauaed  by 
the  present  Government 

L^u:.  B.  said,  the  general  assumption,  not  onl^ 
reoonoiled  very  ill  to  the  natureof  the  Government, 
as  he  had  shown,  but  it  also  reconciled  as  illy  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  country.  It  was,  in  its  very 
nature,  desi^pded  to  dza.w  off  onsiness  and  property 
from  the  different  States,  and  unite  them  in  one 
great  vortex  at  the  oentre.  This  is  an  evil  which 
appears  to  have  been  most  cautiously  guarded 
against  in  every  part  of  the  Constitution.  How 
many  checks  and  guards  show  themselves  in  every 
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part,  to  keep  up  the  equality  of  States,  to  prevent 
the  combination  of  strong  interests  in  givmg  spe- 
cial advantaf  es^  and  that  there  should  be  no  pre- 
ference for  the  mcrease  of  the  ports  of  one  State 
over  those  of  another.  No  one  can  look  over  the 
principles  of  the  Union  without  seeina^  this  to  be 
the  great  and  striking  feature  of  the  whole  States 
possessing  equal  powers,  feeling  and  beinff  strongly 
attached  to  their,  own  advantages,  and,  like  indi- 
viduals in  forming  a  society,  giving  them  up  with 
reluctance,  and  only  such  as  appeared  indispen- 
sable to  the  protection  of  the  rest. 

The  present  object  seems  to  be  to  construct  a 
huge,  gifantic  organization  at  the  centre,  which 
shall  collect  all  the  vital  fluids,  to  strengthen  and 
enlarge  those  parts,  without  any  means  of  propel- 
ling a  circulation  in  return  to  keep  up  the  princi- 
ples of  life  in  the  extremes  of  the  body.  The 
very  figure  is  monstrous.  A  State  centre  and  a 
State  orffanization,  which  it  is  the  avowed  inten- 
tion of  the  present  system  to  reduce,  and  as  far  as 
possible  to  do  away,  is  necessary  to  preserve  the 
principles  of  life  in  them.  The  collection  of  a 
revenue  in  the  States,  and  the  circulation  of  it 
among  their  people,  is  not  only  necessary  to  their 
healt^  but  it  is  necessary  to  tneir  existence ;  and 
they  who  avow  their  opposition  to  it  are  seeking 
their  destruction.  The  mstance  which  had  been 
mentioned  of  a  distant  State  paying  more  than 
half  a  million  of  dollars  in  a  year,  which  had  been 
sent  on  to  the  General  Treasury,  without  scarcely 
any  call  on  the  Government  to  receive  any  part 
of  it  in  return,  struck  him  very  forcibly,  and  the 
more  forcibly,  as  the  same  impression  nad  been 
made  upon  him  from  his  own  State.  One  of  their 
ports,  he  said,  would  probably  this  year  pay  into 
the  Treasury  forty  thousand  dollars ;  and,  except 
the  accidental  circumstance  of  there  being  at  this 
time  some  companies  of  the  Federal  troops  in 
that  State,  who  mi^ht  receive  their  pay  there,  he 
knew  no  cause  which  could  have  prevented  the 
actual  sending  of  almost  the  whole  of  that  sum  in 
specie  to  this  place ;  which,  if  it  were  to  take 
place  every  year,  and  increased  in  the  maimer  as 
IS  now  proposed,  would  soon  drain  them  of  all  the 
medium  by  which  business  is  to  be  transacted. 

The  circulating  medimn  in  society  has  been 
aptly  styled  the  oil  of  the  machine  which  lubri- 
cates all  its  motions.  Adopt  a  system  which  shall 
entirely  prevent  the  supply  of  it,  and  the  motions 
cannot  be  easy  -,  when  tne  solid  parts  are  left  to 

Sind  against  each  other,  it  is  not  to  be  expected 
at  the  machine  should  long  remain  cool. 

Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  take  a  view  of  the  subject 
on  the  grounds  which  the  gentlemen  in  favor  of 
the  proposition  had  thems^ves  taken,  that  the 
general  assumption  must  intend  either  takinjof  up 
all  the  debts  of  the  States,  whatever  may  have 
been  the  cause  for  which  they  were  contracted, 
or  there  must  be  some  process  to  distinguish  those 
that  were  contracted  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
on  the  war. 

He  could  not  suppose  that  any  person  could  be 
serious  in  maintaining  that  all  the  debts  of  the 
States,  contracted  for  the  support  of  their  Gk>- 
yemors,  or  State  Legislatures,  or  for  any  other 


State  purposes,  ought  to  be  assumed  by  the  United 
States,  it  haa  been  the  universal  prmciple,  from 
the  first  contracting  of  the  debts,  that  a  distinction 
ought  to  be  made  between  what  was  contracted 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  war  and  what 
was  not.  He  then  reviewed  the  systems  of  the 
old  Congress  on  that  subject,  and  showed  how 
they  had  at  the  time  assumed  the  claims  of  the 
States  as  the  expenses  were  incurred,  and  passed 
particular  resolutions  for  their  liquidation,  putting 
them  on  interest  upon  the  general  funds,  which 
was  then  called  funding  them. 

Confess  was  continually  extending  their  as- 
sumption by  particular  resolutions,  founded  on 
the  nature  of  each  particular  case,  and.  by  the 
agency  of  Commissioners  invested  with  cnancery 
powers,  to  enter  most  summarily  into  all  the 
equitable  considerations  attending  the  particular 
applications.  For  several  years  Sfter  the  .close  of 
the  war.  till  they  supposed  they  had  assumed 
nearly  all  that  ought  to  be  assumed,  some  few 
cases  they  had  left  undetermined,  as  the  Penob- 
scot expedition,  dec.  That  there  might  not  be 
left  the  least  color  for  any  complaint  on  the  part 
of  the  States  that  Congress  was  reluctant  in  as- 
suming any  debts  which  had  been  contracted  for 
carrying  on  the  war,  in  the  year  1786  they  ap*> 
pointed  a  Greneral  Board  of  Commissioners,  with 
ample  powers  to  assume  all  debts  which  might 
be  still  remaining,  which,  upon  the  principles  of 
equity  and  conscience,  they  might  think  ouf  ht  to 
be  assumed.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  JoumsQ  that 
this  passed  unanimously,  and  appeared  to  give 
universal  satisfaction,  carrying  the  principle  as 
far  as  it  ought  to  be  carried.  The  whole  of  this 
process  has  been  founded  on  the  imiversal  impres* 
sion  that  a  distinction  ought  to  be  made  between 
the  debts  incurred  for  the  purposes  of  carrying  on 
the  war  and  debts  contracted  merely  for  State 
purposes. 

There  has  been  immense  labor  for  these  ten  or 
twelve  years  past,  at  an  expense  not  much  short 
of  a  million  of  dollars,  in  liquidating  and  distin- 
gubhing  the  proper  debt  of  the  United  States. 
The  House  had  been  officially  informed  that  the 
business  was  now  near  a  close,  and  that  the  whole 
would  be  finished  in  a  short  time.  Can  any  oncu 
he  asked,  after  all  this,  be  hardy  enough  to  mtend 
that  the  United  States  should  be  plunged  under 
the  promiscuous  debts  of  the  States,  regardless  of 
fldl  distinction  ? 

He  viras  sensible  that  the  proposition  under  de- 
bate pofessed  to  regard  the  principle,  and  con- 
tained a  proviso,  that  no  State  certincates  should 
be  assumed  which  on  the  face  of  them  appeared  to 
have  been  issued  for  any  other  purpose  than  carry- 
inff  on  the  war.  But  it  was  m  vain  that  it  con- 
tamed  the  principle,  if  it  was  accompanied  with  no 
mode  of  carrying  it  into  effect.  From  that  cause, 
he  supposed,  there  was  some  reason  to  suspect  the 
sincerity  of  the  intention.  He  believed  there 
could  not  be  devised  a  mode  for  carrying  the  prin- 
ciple into  efiect  more  summary  and  complete  than 
th^t  which  was  now  in  operation,  and  so  near  its 
close,  under  the  General  Board  of  Commi^ioners. 
They  had  power  and  evidence  to  distinguish  the 
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Moper  dfeterthey  mwM  Ptirike  the  MMce  in 
laYor  of  tke  States  who  mw^  acttt^y  ia  a4^a9ce» 
tail  then  no  one  «auld  object  to  aaKU^oiog  it. 

He  was  tb«s  aarticMlar  on  this  pact,  because 
aottie  gentleoMn  aad  taken  th<6  lijberty  to  place  it, 
in  some  rejects,  in  an  uniair  view.  The  former 
aastimptioQ  iiad  not  beea  contended  for  as  neces^ 
Mury  to  the  final  attainment  ;of  justice.  Th^re 
was  no  doulH  of  a  complete  attainment  of  iustice 
#n  striking  the  balance  of  the  accounts  under  the 
avstewft  iRnich  has  been  described.  But  some  of 
tke  States  ooapiained  of  the  present  pressare  of 
their  enormous  debts,  and,  in^  confidenjce  of  a 
lai^  balance  aj^pearing  in  their  fayor,  b^ged  a 
part  payment  in  advance,  to  be  received  on  ac^ 
«Q«nt,  lor  their  immediate  lelief.  On  these 
grounds  only  had  the  former  assumption  taken 
place*  It  was  presipned  that  enough  was  left  in 
«Drea£8  to  secure  an  adherence  to  an  impartial 
settlement,  which  might  correct  anv  misitakes  in 
such  a  random^  assumption.  ^In  this  view  the 
afgumient  which  produced  the  former  assumption 
Imts  all  its  force  on  the  present  occasion.  It  will 
be.di^cult  to  conceive  that  the  little  fraction  of 
4ebjt  bft  on  the  States  is  a  burden  so  much  more 
iCttoarmous  tfian  the  whole  war  that  it  ca^ojt  be 
supported  a  few  months  till  there  is  a  ^ttlemant 
«kf  the  accounts.  If  the  assumption  should,  in  any 
instance,  be  made  to  exceed  the  ao^ount  of  the 
claims,  it  will  be  productive  of  great  discontent 
and  emharraasment;  when.it  approaches  near  th^ 
balance  of  the  claim  it  is  foregoing  the  security 
ior  the  fiual  settlement  of  acconrnts.  As  this  gene- 
j(ai  settlement  of  the  accounts  had  been  pontinur 
,aUy  regarded  during  the  whole  of  the  war,  as  the 
mindsof  the  citizens  had  beep  reconciled  to  quotas 
and  requisitions  made  on  very  slight  information, 
.merely  by  being  led  to  expect  justice  from  that 
event,  and  as  it  was  the  basis,  on  whiph  alone  our 
IHoceedings  since  could  be  explained,  he  thought 
there  should  be  some  care  not  to  make  it  the  m- 
terest  of  any  tp  wish  that  it  should  be  relin- 
jquished. 

Mr.  FiKPLET  said,  during  the  progress  of  the 
discussion  in  support  of  the  resolution,  it  has  been 
pxesumed  by  all  the  gentlemen  on  that  side  of  the 
qneation,  that  the  icr^eemable  principle  ingrafted 
on  the  Funding  System,  was  an  equivalent  for 
deferring  one-third  of  the  debt  for  ten  years*  In 
short  that  it  was  equal  to  the  original  contract; 
consequently^  that,  the  Funding  System,  including 
the  irredeemable  quality,  was  a  full  discbarge  of 
the  original  obligations,  and  that  the  ami^ndment 
now  under  debate,  if  adopted,  would  be  a  breach 
of  the  original  contract,  and  would  operate  un- 
justly towards  the  public  creditors. 

In  all  trnnsactioos  in  public  life  wherein  I  have 
been  engaged,  and  the  public  creditors  concerned, 
I  have  steadily  attended  to  their  honest  claims, 
.  and  supported  their  interests,  agreeably  to  the 
.principles  of  the  Government.    In  this  I  have 
acted  with  the  same  industry  and  zeal  that  I  hav^ 
exercised  in  contributing  to  accomidish  the  Revo- 
lution, from  which  the^e  claims  originated.    I 
have  been  attentive  to  the  present  Funding  Sys- 
tem, in  its  process  to  existence,  ami  in  its  opm* 
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tifm  and  ^eots ;  and  I  did,  and  stiU  do,  believe 
that  the  irredeeoaahle  principle  was  .no  equivalent 
for  the  departure  from  !^e  original  contract.  I 
am  ^  pe^csuaded,  that  it  is  mconsistent  wiOi  the 
origmal. contract,  and  contrary  to  the  pmcipiescf 
the  Constitution,  and  unsuitable  to  our  political 
circumstances.  With  respect  to  the  first,  I  know 
of  no  law  existmg  in  any  oil  the  Stat^j  wherehjr 
a  debt  which  the  creditor  can  onljr  leeover  at  a 
distant  period,  ^nd  in  very  small  instalments,  is 
rendered  more  valuable  than  a  right  to  recover  it 
on  demand,  and  all  at  qne  time.  Disposing  af 
property^  to  be  paid  for  in  instalments,  and  at  a  dis* 
tant  period,  is  common  in  this  country ;  but  in 
that  case,  the  privileg^e  is  supposed  to  be  enjoyed 
by  the  debtor,  for  which  he  always  pays  a  higher 
pripe.  To  presume  that  putting  a  man's  just  claims 
to  pcompt  pavment  out  of  his  own  power,  except 
in  such  small  portions  and  distant  perioj^  as  it 
cannot  reasonably  calculate  upon  receiving  in  the 
course  of  one  generation,  nor  to  such  an  amount 
at  any  one  tiide  as  can  he  applied  to  any  valuable 

Eurchase,  is  presuming  contrary  to  reason,  to  the 
iwsand  usages  of  the  u;^ted  States. 

But  it  may  be  answered,  that  the  public  credit- 
ors, as  a  party  in  the  contract,  had  a  right  to  agree 
to  such  terms,  if  they  pl^asea ;  and  that  they  did 
agree  to  them,  is^  by^  their  acceptance  in  subscrib* 
ing  tp  the  loan,  ^esnfied.  It  is  not  pcetended  that 
the  terms  were  proposed  by  the  puolic  creditors ; 
so  far  from  this,  it  is  well  known  that  many  of 
them  remonstrated  against  the  terms  of  the  Fund* 
ing  System,  and  gave  an  ample  testimony  against 
the  irredeemable  quality  being  an  equivalent  for 
deferring ;  or,  in  other  wQrds>  lowering  the  inte* 
rest  of  the  debt 

Their  acceptance  of  the  terms  is  no  proof  rf 
their  voluntary  approbation ;  it  was  not  optional 
to  them  on  impartial  ^ound.  Provision  was  made 
for  the  interest  for  fitteen  years,  and  the  obliga- 
tion made  perpetual  in  favor  of  those  who  sub* 
scribed;  and,  if  I.ftm  not  mistaken,  the  provision 
was  afterwards  made  perpetual;  and  what  was 
the  alternative  in  favor  of  those  who  did  not  ac- 
cept? Why,  they  had  a  provision  of  four  per 
cent,  made  tor  one  year  only,  without  any  oi^iga- 
tion  for  continuing  that  provision,  and  without 
interest  upoii  their  interest,  as  those  who  sub- 
scribe have;  and  so  recent  and  striking  an  in- 
stance before  them  of  disregard,  tp  the  original 
obligation,  both  in  matter  and  form,  as  is  witnessed 
in  the  Funding  la^,  was  a  disopuraging  circum- 
stance to  dio^  who  would  have  omerwise  pre- 
ferred resting  their  claim,  upon  that  ground.  In 
this  situation,  interim st  and  necessity  dictated  the 
.propriety  of  accepting  the  terms  ot  the  Fimding 
System,  hot  sis  an  equivalent  £ot  their  claims,  but 
as  the  best  they,  could  get.  That  the  original 
holders  accepted  with  reluctance,  and  remon- 
strated, we  know :  that  many  of  that  description, 
as  well  as  forei^er8,did  not  accept  at  all,  is  evident 
from  the  question  before  us.  The  parties,  there- 
fore, were  too  unequal  for  a  contest,  and  the  terms 
were  too  unequal,  with  respect  to  security,  to  ren- 
der the  acceptance  a  proof  of  approbation.  The 
truth  is,  ^at.th?  irir^eemable  quality  appears 
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Bierer  to  hure  be«B  intended  as  a  r^  or  solid 
e^ivaleot.  It  ti^^  wholly  calculated  to  be  a  sub- 
ject of  specuktion.  which  might  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  persons  in  those  coontnes  where,  from  the 
crnperabundanoe  of  specie  capital,  enormous  na- 
tional debts,  and  long  habits  in  stock-jobbing  specu- 
lation is  became  a  science.  To  promote  this,  the 
unnatural  and  novcd  distinction  of  parts,  wnich 
bad  no  foundation  in  the  contract,  and  a  variety 
and  necessary  fluctuation  in  the  comparatire  value 
was  introduced.  This  distinction  and  variety  was 
well  adapted  to  be  an  inducement  to  the  merito- 
rious public  creditors,  especially  such  of  them  as 
resided  in  the  country,  to  part  with  their  certifi- 
cates. 

The  two-thirds  of  two-thirds,  the  six  per  cents., 
the  three  per  cents.,  deferred  debt,  &c.,  all  in  one 
certificate,  which  the  farmer  received,  originally 
with  an  obli^tion  simply  of  six  per  cent,  upon 
the  principal,  until  it  was  paid,  is  so  much  be- 
yond his  comjirehension,  that  he  prefers  parting 
with  it  to  keeping  it  on  terms  which  he  does  not 
understand,  and  which  he  conceives  may,  with 
e<iual  ease,  be  changed  again  by  the  same  autho- 
rity into  other  and  more  unintelligible  varieties. 
To  this  end,  it  corresponded  to  admiration.  Few. 
indeed,  are  the  eertincates  now  in  the  hands  oi 
original  holders  of  the  agri<^ultural  class. 

One  leading  advantage  which  the  promoters  of 
the  Funding  System  suggested  that  would  arise 
from  its  operation,  was  a  circulation  of  the  reve- 
nues to  the  more  remote  parts  of  the  country,  in 
Sayment  of  interest,  which  had  been  previou^ 
rawn  into  the  Treasury  by  duties,  and  had  the 
system  been  adapted  to  the  genius  and  circum- 
stances of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  this  no 
doubt  would  have  been  its  effect^  and  in  tnis  way 
a  beneficial  balance  of  circulating  specie  would 
have  been  supported.  It  was  also  suggested,  that 
the  certificates  when  appreciated,  would  assume 
the  form  and  use  of  a  circulating  medium,  and  in 
this  way  be  as  a  substitute  for  money,  promote  the 
purchasing  of  land,  improving  the  country,  and 
give  a  general  spring  to  industry ;  and  this  salutary 
efifect  a  Funding  System,  calculated  and  guarded 
suitably  for  that  purpose,  might  also  have  had. 
But  these  important  consequences  have  been  com- 
pletely defeated  br  the  irredeemability  and  other 
peculiarities  of  tne  Funding  System;  that  the 
Fundingr  System  was  calculated  to  be  a  field  for 
speculation,  was  the  general  opinion  of  people  of 
reflection  when  it  was  originated.  And  what  has 
been  the  efiects  of  its  operation?  Why,  it  has  in- 
troduced the  most  extravagant  combinations,  pro- 
moted fictitious  credits,  and  by  giving  a  fkcility  to 
stock-jobbing,  in  all  its  varied  forms,  has  become 
an  enormous  and  ruinous  snare.  It  has  occasioned 
many  of  the  most  enterprising  characters  to  desert 
the  useful  paths  of  industiy ;  dissipation,  gambling, 
extravagant  projects  and  extravagant  modes  of 
life,  are  promoted  to  such  a  degree  as  to  be  ruin- 
om  to  our  morals  and  de^ading  to  our  national 
character.  Wealth  hastily  ffotten,  without  in- 
dustry, has  changed  the  mdes  of  society,  and 
erected  a  new  and  formidable  interest  in  the  Com- 
nonwealth.    One  week  we  behold  fortunes  rising 


like  elhalations,  and  the  price  of  stodis  blown  uf 
above  all  reasonable  calculation;  but  perhaps  be*- 
fore  the  next  week  arrives,  we  find  the  stocks 
ikllen  a  fourth  or  a  fifth,  and  disappointment,  bank- 
ruptcy, and  stagnation  of  the  most  useful  branches 
of  commerce,  spreading  consternation  far  and  wide^ 
and  the  tales  of  villany  and  consequent  distreit 
swell  uo  the  news  of  the  day.  Though  I  have  not 
changed  my  opinion  of  the  Funding  System,  since 
it  made  its  appearance,  yet  I  confess  its  delusory 
and  ensnaring  progress  has  been  more  ra^nd,  the 
bubbles  have  sprung  up  and  burst  in  greater 
variety  and  in  quicker  succession  than  I  expected. 
General  confidence  and  contentment  amouff  the 
citizens  has  not  been  among  the  efiects  produced 
by  the  irredeemability,  and  the  complex  and  mys- 
terious forms  of  the  FundingSystem. 

A  principal  advantage  theFunding  System  wws 
to  produce,  was,  the  lowering  the  rate  of  interest 
for  money;  indeed  this  was  the  principle  upoa 
which  it  was  sup^sed  to  be  calculated;  it  was  to 
reduce  the  rate  ot  interest  to  five  o*  even  four  pet 
cent,  by  its  beneficial  operation  as  a  circulatmg 
medium,  &c.  I  ask,  sir,  has  it  had  this  efilect?  No, 
it  has  not,  but  the  reverse.  I  acknowledge  certi^ 
cates  have  been  purchased  at  a  rate  that  would  not 
afibrd  five  per  cent,  upon  the  price  given  for  them, 
and  that  even  after  they  were  above  par;  but  at 
the  same  time  the  rate  of  negotiable  interest  rose 
to  an  usurious  height.  No  such  instance  of  usury 
was  heard  of  in  this  country  at  any  former  period, 
(except  in  the  times  of  general  distress  and  bank- 
ruptcy occasioned  by  old  debts,  losses  in  the  course 
of  the  war,  and  an  over-importation  of  goods  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  war)  and  this  has  not  been 
incidental,  but  the  native  effect  of  the  system. 
Negotiable  interest  has  risen  too  high  for  the  solid 
purposes  of  commerce,  and  capital,  and  attention 
have  been  withdrawn  from  it  hv  the  baubles  of  the 
times;  and  by  the  prevailing  fluctuations  in  tbe 
ftmds  and  private  credit,  the  regular  circulation  of 
credit  and  cash  suited  to  commercial  purposes  are 
obstructed.  However,  I  do  not  deny  but  that  impott- 
ations  are  to  as  great  amount  as  ever.  I  believe  the 
amount  is  too  great  for  the  public  ^ood,  but  this  is 
not  the  result  of  the  quantity,  or  high  price  of  oUr 
exports,  but  it  is  the  return  for  our  certificates  trans- 
ferred to  foreigners^  to  idiom  they  are  in  the  mere 
esteem  because  of  that  irredeemable  quality  to 
which  I  object.  In  consequence  of  this,  we  be- 
come tributaries  to  foreigners,  over  v^hom  we  have 
no  control,  and  from  whose  wealth  we  can  derive 
no  advantage.  This  evU  has  already  prevailed  to  a 
ffreat  deflree,  and  by  the  present  system  can  neither 
be  remedied  nor  prevented. 

I  have  said  that  the  Funding  System  is  incon- 
sistetit  with  the  original  contract.  This  is  evi- 
dent from  all  its  complex  and  mysterious  division 
of  parts  and  difference  of  value,  which  had  no 
foundation  in  the  original  obligation.  Many  in- 
stances of  this  might  be  adduced,  but  I  will  ofily 
select  one.  The  act  of  Congress  provided  for  the 
redemption  of  the  old  Continental  bills  of  credit 
at  forty  for  one ;  the  Funding  System  provides 
for  it  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  for  the  hundred,  and 
thi^  dollar  subject  to  its  divisions  of  parts  and 
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^ue.  Is  not. this  a  total  departure  from  the  coa- 
tract,  both  iix, matter  an^  formt  It  is  vain  to  an- 
swer, that  the  Congress  money  ):^d  been  consider- 
ed .a9jU>st,  and  had  depreciated  much,  lower  than 
qu^  foir  for^.  T^B  sanation  of  an  act  of  tDo^ress, 
99iffpoT%ed  \)Y  the  obligation  of  the  Constitution, 
wed  it  at  forty  foe  one  j  and  the.same  power  that 
could  alter  it  to  one  hundred  for  one,  OQuld  amai* 
lulftlo fhat «r any •otiginal  claim  altogether.  lam 
not  kete  li«atiiig  about  the  equity  of  the  ckima, 
kfot  about  the  Legislative  authority  of  Oomgirest  to 
chance  eontttfcts  which  they  were  bound  toiuMl, 
both  by  the  acts  of  the  old"C<mgfe6S  and  an  ex-* 
{ireMtmise  <tf  the  Consiilution. 
'  In  preparingandenaotin^  the  Funding  law,  Cob^ 
are^seems.to  hare  kid  aside  the  character  of  the 
Legidaiiire)and<aB8umed  that  of  the  Judge  9  where* 
as,  their  most  conspicuous  character  in  transactin|; 
that  busiajesB  ought  to  have  hoctt  thai  of  a  pijrty 
pteTBiliag  £(>r  t^  payment  «f  their  debts :  but,  in 
•fitio^  the  part^a  Judgse,  thi^y  have  taken  it  upon 
aa  onginal  pbuii  They  have  /  changed  the  value 
fcftd  the  nrinc«|^d  of  the  elaioa  by  a  niere>«et  (k 
their:  will,  wlm<Mit  beinij^  guided  by  reasons  tidcen 
fnna  the  ocigiBal  obM^ationa ;  but  have  rather  been 
influenced  by  the  conteoaplaiion  of  the  mighty  po- 
litical machme  they  were  about  to  erect,  viz :  an 
unextin^ishable  national  debt  and  consolidated 
DQumeyed  intere$rt*  ' 

.  I  have  also  said,  that  the^  irredeemable  quality 
of  the  Funding  System  is  contrary  to  the  L^onsti- 
tution.  Congress  have  the  power  of  applying  the 
public  resources  towards  paying  the  debts  of  the 
union.  Every  successive  Confess  is  equally 
vested  with  that  power.  It  is  derived  immediate- 
ly from  the  Constitution  to  every  Congress^  and 
not  derived  throudii  the  laws  of  one  Congress  to 
another ;  but,  in  the  Funding  System,  the  Con- 
gress who  enacted  it  have  decreed  that  no  suc- 
ceeding Congress  shall  pay  the  existing  debts  of 
the  United  States,  except  m  certain  sm^  and  dis- 
tinct instalments,  which,  perhaps,  would  occupy 
two,  or  a  part  of  three,  jc^nerations  to  complete. 
Certainly  the  present  Congress  cs^nnot  say  unto 
^themext,  or  to  any  future  Congress,  that  they 
shall  not  do  what  tne  Constitution  expressly  says 
they  have  power  to  do ;  and  yet.  if  we  reject  the 
amendment  and  adopt  the  resolution,  we  are  in 
foct  sayiuff  so.  If  we  do  so,  we  are  holding  out  a 
further  delusion  ^o  the  citizens.  Snares  of  this 
hind  have  proceeded  far  enough  already.  A  fh- 
ture  Congress  eiertainly  will  disregard  this  re- 
•straint,  and  repeal  the  Irredeen^Ue  quality  of  the 
Funding  System. 

The  <»editors  who  hold  those  claims  for  which 
we  are  about  to  provide,  l^ve  an  unquestionable 
,  right  to  six  per  icent.  interest  upon  the  original 
claim-^not  to  interest  upon  the  interest — but  to 
,a  provision  for  extinguishing  the  arrears  of  inte- 
rest.   AU  the  different  law$  which  I  know  of  con- 
.  template  a  delay  of  payment  of  interest  and  ex- 
pressly guard  au|;ainst  paying  compound  interjest. 
j:The  party  ^o  whom  interest  is  due  may  claim  and 
recover  it  at  short  periods,  but  if  it  is  not  claimed, 
or  cannot  be  got,  any  supposed  delay  does  not  ena- 
ble th^  creditor  to  claim  interest  thereon.    This 


proves  that  le^  interest  is  supposed  in  the  law 
to  be  a  sufficient  compensation  for  th6  deky  of 
payment. 

My  first  design  was  to'  have  moved  to  amend 
the  resolution  so  as  to  provide  six  per  cent,  for 
the  principal,  according  to  contract,  and  to  have 
proposed  some  provision  for  paying  the  arrears  of 
interest  3  but.  upon  reflection,  1  find  the  business  so 
far  put  out^  of  its  natural  course  already,  that  I 
have  relinquished  that ,  design.  The  progress  of 
innovation  has  been  so  great  that  it  is  difficult  to 
tre^d  back  the  ground ;  therefore,  I  will  vote  for 
the  amendment. 

One  difficulty  which  influenced  me  to  give  up 
my  first  design  was,  that  not  only  the  arrears  of 
interest  which  arcjse  since  the  first  of  January, 
1788,  is  funded  at  three  per  cent.j  to  those  who 
subscribed  to  the  loan,  but  also  the  mdents  of  inte- 
rest issued  previous  to  that  period,  tmder  the  Con- 
federation, which  had  been  disposed  of  and  pro- 
vided for  by  requisitioi's  as  fully  as  the  power  or 
laws  of  that  Government  permitted.  Many,  in- 
deed I  believe  most  of  the  States,  had  made  ade- 
quate provision  for  them  to  their  respective  citi- 
zens; and  those  who  did  not,  were  under  the  same 
obligations  to  ao  it  that  they  had  been  to  do  any 
other  JMurt  of  Federal  duty  in  the  course  of  the  Re- 
volution. Even  these  have  been  "received  again 
and  ftinded  at  three  per  cent.  The  indents,  and 
about  th^ee  years'  interest,  which  became  due 
since  the  first  of  January,  1788,  making,  in  all 
above  ten  nfiillions,  have  been  funded.  Above 
seven  millions  of  tnese.  If  it  was  not  a  debt  cre- 
ated lny  the  Fundine  System,  received  a  resurrec- 
tion by  it.  This  wul  explain  the  charge  of  creat- 
ing a  new  debt,  asserted  by  one  of  the  gentlemen, 
and  denied  by  another.  Here  was  above  seven 
millions  received,  which  ought  to  have  been  con- 
sidered as  redeemed,  unless,  perhaps,  in  a  few  in- 
stances, to  such  as  were  not  citizens  of  any  State, 
and  above  three  millions  funded  at  three  per  cent., 
for  the  doing  of  which 'there  existed  no  obligation. 
If  it  be  answered,  that  equity  required  it,  I  will 
allege  that,  if  the  Congress,  acting  on  the  general 
ckims  of  equity  which  originated  in  the  course 
of  the  Revolution,  a  much  greater  amount  must 
yet  be  providdd  for,  1  never  knew  a  public  cre- 
ditor wno  expected  interest  upon  his  mterest,  or 
that  expected  tne  indent  debt  that  had  been  dis- 
posed of  to  be  received,  or  otherwise  provided  for 
thaj^  by  a  final  settlement  between  the  respective 
States  and  the  United  States.  Why  should  they 
expect  Con^press  to  make  proyision  where  an  ac- 
tual obligation  did  not  exi^t,  when,  in  the  same 
act,  they  were  destroying  ten  years'  interest  of 
one-thira  of  the  principal,  where  the  most  express 
obligation  did  exist,  and  where  the  claim  was  also 
foimded  in  the  strictest  equity  "t  This  increase  of 
the  debt,  and  funding  at  three  per  cent.,  appears 
not  .to  have  been  caK^ulated  for  the  pront,  nor  at 
the  request  of  the  public  creditor ,  for  what  they 

Sain  in  the  one  hand  they  lose  in  the  other.  Nor 
oes  it  operate  as  a  gain  to  the  United  States.  If 
we  may  judge  of  its  object  by  its  eflects,  we  may 
observe  tnat,  by  receiving  the  indents  redeemed 
by  the  Sfat^  fin,  .increase  of  reveQue  becomes  ne- 
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eessaiy,  and  the  9tates  become  like  peosioDers  to 
Congress  for  the  annual  amount  they  are  to  re- 
ceive. Thus  ihe  revenue  must  be  the  ereater  in 
the  hands  of  those  who  conduct  it,  andlHe  indi- 
TiduaJ  States  must  be  dependent  on  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States  for  the  means  of  their  sup- 
port. Foreigners  may  make  reprisals  if  they  are 
Bol  paid ;  nor  does  the  support  of  their  Govern- 
ment depend  upon  it.  But  this  is  not  the  case 
vith  dependent  States.  We  know  several  of  the 
States  ace  in  this  way  entitled  to  a  gre  lu- 

ity  than  is  necessary  for  the  support  6(  rO- 

Ternmen^,  and  the  people  are  in  the  hat:  ng 

■wholly  free  of  State  laies ;  while,  to  e  sh 

this  strange  slate  of  things,  the  debt  of    .  on 

is  increased,  obnoxious  revenues  are  rendered  ne- 
cessary, ministerial  influence,  speculation,  and  coD- 
sequent  depravity,  are  advanced. 

With  respect  to  the  dangerous  effects  which  the 
irredeemable  principle  and  unnecessary  increase 
of  funded  capital  will  have  upon  the  ^nius  of  our 
Ooverameot,  and  the  interests  of  posterity,  this 
aubjecl  has  been  investigated  with  too  much  abili- 
ty by  the  gentlemen  whq  were  up  before  me  in 
support  of  the  amendment,  that  I  will  not  now 
Aetain  the  Committee  with  any  thoughts  upon  It, 
but  will  conclude  with  observing,  ^at,  having 
proved  that  the  irredeemable  principle,  which  the 
fmeadment  isdesigned  to  correct,  is  nbt  an  eqi' 
lent  for  the  departure  from  the  terms  of  the 
tract,  and  that,  being  contrary  to  the  Cbnstitution, 
cannot  be  obli^tory  on  any  future  Congress,  but 
is  delusory  in  its  nature,  and  calculated  to  pro- 
mote speculation  and  a  transfer  of  the  debt  to  fo- 
reigners ;  and  that  the  increase  of  funded  debt 
created  in  the  Funding  System  was  ,not  necessary 
from  the  original  obligation,  nor  profitable  to  the 
public  creditors,  but  cScnlaled  for  dangerous  spe- 
culating and  poliiical  purposes.  I  will  sit  down, 
with  expressing  a  wieh  that,  by  adopting  the 
amendment,  we  will  prevent  the  worst  effects  of 
the  Funding  System  from  being  further  extended. 

The  Comimttee  now  rose,  and  reported  prO- 


SiTDRDAT,  Match  31. 

Mr.LiVERMoHE,  from  the  comiiilttee  appoinfed, 
presented  a  bill  Iti  addition  to  an  Sec,  enilifed  "Aii; 
act  to  provide  for  the  Territory  Northwest  of  lite 
Rivet  Ohio;"  which  wbs  received,  read  twice, 
and  committed. 

Mt.  ViNiKO,  from  the  committee  appointed,  ftte^ 
sented  a  bill  to  compensate  the  Corporation  of 
Trustees  of  the  Public  Grammar  School  and  Aca- 
demy of  Wilniington,  in  the  State  df  Dclawate, 
'—  •'■e  occupation  of,  and  damages  done  to,  the 
'    ■     '  '  ir;  which  was  re- 


said  school,  during  the  late 
ceived,  read  twice,  And  cCnnmiirea. 

On  11  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the  Bouse 
do  come  to  the  following  resolntion; 

"  Whareu,  bj  •eTermI  documtints  andjwperg  comma- 
liieat«d  in  punuance  of  >  rsMlve  of  the  Legiilature  of 
Maryland,  it  apptum  that  Nicholas  Roxton  Moora  ro> 
ceived,  ftvm  the  Treuurer  of  that  Stale,  on  the  34th 
da;  at  Noretabn  laat,  the  inm  of  two  hundred  and : 


fbl^-two  pounda  eight  shEHinga  and  three  pence,'ca)^ 
rent  money  of  the  Mid  Stat«,  Ihe  amount  at  a  judg- 
ment rendered  agtdbA  him  in  the  Geiieta]  Oomt  of  ttw 
Mme  State,  on  acMunt  of  horaee  porchaaed  tat  Hoi  vm 
of  the  United  StatM,  dOrlng  the  tale  irar;  and  (hattho 
tMm  of  ttm  aaid  Slate,  by  the  payment  afttiaaid,  ImA 
not  been  eteibted  In  the  aceonnla  of  the  aaiDo  with  Iki 
Uoitad  Slatea: 

"  Boohed,  That  the  prc^n  offioara  of  llu  Tiiimiij 
be  asiboTned,  and  they  an  liMiiiy  diiMlad,  t»  adjurt 
and  ■Btlle  t])e  and  oUim  with  tha  AgUit  of  the  BitM 
abnaaid,  an;  Umilatioii  in  Ihs  oM      '  " 
contrary  ncfirilhntanding;  ■" 

Ordered,  That  th«  said  motion  be  refared  tf 
Mr.  SntEV,  Mr.  aaaay,  and  Mt.  SuMPmi;  that 
they  do  examine  the'  matter  thereof,  and  ispcct 
the  same,  with  their  opinion  tltereupcn,  to  tU 
House. 

A  representation  and  memorial  of  ilie  Legis- 
lature of  the  Comnonweatth  of  MasnehuiMtp 
was  presented  to  the  Home  and  read,  praying 
that  tlie  Oeneial  QoTemmeiit  will  Bsmme  the 
batance  et  tlie  debt  of  the  said  State.  Btfeirad 
to. Ihe  CoDNaittee  of  the  Whole  House,  onth* 
R«port  of  the  Saorettuy  of  Ihe  Tieaswy  tin  di* 
subject  of  tlia  Pi^ie  Debt. 

.         .  THE  PUBUC  DEBT. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  idto  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wlole  House,  on  the  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject  of  thfe 

Public  DeR 

Mi.  Ogrry  offered  a  few  remarks  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  urged  the'  justice  and  sound  policy  of 
completing  a  business  Vbich  had,  for  reasons  weQ 
known,  been  left  in  an  unfinished  state,  but  which 
equity  and  precedent  now  called  on  Congress  to 

Mr.  ClAiiic  was  opposed  to  the  propositit)n. 

Mr.  Habtlet. — AUer  so  long  a  discussion,  Itty 
attempting  to  take  up  any  great  length  of  time 
would  not  be  excusable ;  bnl  Iconsider  it  my  duty 
to  say  a  word  or  two  in  answer  to  some  expres- 
sions and  observations  used  against  the  Conslita- 
tton  and  oper^on  of  this  Government;  and  give 
a  few  reasons  why  I  shall  no*  rote  for  the  reso- 
lutitjn  under  consideration.  It  will  Dot  be  neces- 
sary 10  lake  into  view  the  principles  upon  which 
the  Constitution  was  framed;  they  -wen  fully 
examined  in  the  General  Oonteotion  as  well  as 
in  the  several  State  ConveOlidns,  aad  stood  the 
test  of  the  strictest  sci'uliBy,  They  ate  fti'OTBUe 
to  liberty  acd  justice.  As  to  the  operation  of  the 
Qovemmeni,  we  may  best  understand  it  by  eon- 
trasiing  the  Mate  of  America  at  the  adopfidn  of 
the  Constitution,  witfa  tbat  of  the  present  day. 
At  the  former  period,  our  credit  as  United  States 
of  America  was  at  a  low  ebb.  Few  of  The  indi- 
viduals of  foreign  countries  would  give  credit  to 
the  individuals  of  this.    The  capital  of  Europe  | 

would  not  be  infsted  in  America;  they  doubted  I 

our  justice  as  well  as  our  Government;  there  was 
scarcely  any  credit  given  to  individuals  faere;'a 
universal  distrust  prevailed.  Agriculture  lan- 
gtiished;  the  litrmer  diffident,  he  had  lost  his  con- 
fidence; the  great  spur  to  industry  was  w»Uing. 
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No  ships  on  our  stocks,  few  vessels  in  our  harbors, 
commerce  decayed;  the  vital  spirit  lost.  I  might 
say  more  5  but  I  will  turn  from  a  disagree^e 
scene  to  one  more  pleasing. 

What  is  our  present  state?  The  credit  of  our 
Government  is  as  good  as  that  oJT  any  country, 
bidividuals  of  alt  nations  will  trust  the  individu- 
als of  America.  Individuals  here  (until  a  late 
unfortunate  bubble  or  abuse  of  credit  arising  from 
bad  men  or  bad  maaMeo^ea^  aad  which  wfll  pos- 
aihly  only  4o  \iuit  {qt  the  moment)  gaye  lull 
cremt  to  each  other  as  far  as  their  capital  ex- 
tended, as  well  in  the  cit^r  as  in  the  country^  {^ld 
confidence  prevailed.  Apiculture,  inhere  thie, peo- 
ple are  industrious  and  apply  their  attention  to 
the  raising  qf  those  surticfes  wluchi  ^re  n^pst  in 
demandL  is  in  the  higliest  improvement  ever 
|D)Own  nere  before.  I  can  speak  wiih  confidence 
of  the  ^tate  I  live  in.  The  idle  and  ijudolent  can 
(expect  no  great  success  in  an  art  which  depends 
npon  the  steady  hand  of  industry.  There  are 
^ps  on  the  stocks  in  every  part  where  there  are 
ship-builders  and  materials.  The  tonnage  list 
wiU  evidcpce  the  mi£rhty  increase  of  the  Ameri- 
can shippings  it  has  Tar  exceeded  the  most  san- 
guine expectation,'  Several  of  the  first  inerchants 
state  your  commerce  in  a  most  respectable  situa- 
tion, far  beyond  asy  other  perjod!  Indeed,  the 
riBtuma  from  the  Seccelary  or  the  Trcwb^try  show 
how  gte^t  oar  importi  aa4  .how  vast  om: ,ej(poffia 
Ip  point  of  iustlce^  our  reputation  at^ds  high 
vi4h  the  world:  our  oourts  willido  justie^.  mrf 
trhftt  foundation  for  those  lirong^ifisertioHui  whim 
hare  been  made  agaiont  the  Coiifllit«iiiGn  and  the 
Qorenimentl 

A»  U>,  the  Fqnding  3y;tem,  I  sh^U  «ay  litde  at 
j^esent.'  I  much  dpubt  if  ijt  ^j^^i^xvi^  ik^  n^rd 
ipunnes  WiUeh  ka^r^  hee»  gkfm  it  .Mnfi^  will 
1^  KMMso^tted  in  ^  eouolriea;  no  human  pliMi 
omtk  he^eciupe  against  them^  TJUe  nmsasa^tk<mof 
the  State  debts  was  fully  considered  upoA  •.  forta* 
er  oeeaiion*  Seve^vot  ut  wisbed  to^food.  the 
debt  of  the  Ukiod  alonec  tiHmy'|;eiidenlsii  of  the 
Booth,  when  we  oariie  to  look  for  Itrty »  and  iliefui4) 
foted  agaiinsf  us,  and  the  fiastetti  Representatives 
w^re  alwuys  readr  to  join  in  defeating  tis,  unless 
&e  a9sumption  of  State  debts  aho  too^  ulace. 

The  bill  passed  the  Hoti$e  of  Represejitative^ 

fbr  funding  the  debt  of  the  Union  alone;  "but  the 
Senate  sent  it  back^  with  an  amendment,  assUmMg 
3t9Jte  debts  to  a  certain  amoui^t.  Aft^i:  much  ar- 
gumentj  the  amendment  of  the  Senat^  was  agre^ 
\p  PY  the  House  of  iRepresentatives.  Justice  wjif 
jpiieaxly  done  to  some  States;  otbeis^.coiQt{4£un) 
und  I  tbiok  ^hode  Island  wi^th  mucl^.j'ea&oib 

I^ottld  have  wished  thai  tjhe  aocovats  between 
the  United  Slates  and  the  seviend  Slates -h^d  been 
settled.  Bntlwillgiveihe^eotlemeft  wJhoeomr 
nbuA  so  maeh  a*  o^j^otnuty  af  s^tisl^iiig  tiiis 
House,  (if  they  are  able,)  when. the ibknlcs  «re  to 
be  filled  wp  in  the  bill,  l^ailhe  sums' they  ^mand 
are  reasonable,  and  are  intended  to  give  relief  te 
the  people  of  their  States.  !  wi!J  vote  fbr  the 
resolution. 

,   Mr.  PiNDLFT,  in  answer,  said:    If  I  am  not  al*- 
together  so  ^Ifit^d  vith  our  present  prosperity  Jan4 


resources  as  my  worthy  colleagu^.  who  has  just 
sat  down^  t  assure  ypu  I  am  not  uespbnding.  I 
think  our  resources  are  competent;  and  our  cir* 
cumstances  not  depressed;  the  great  industry  of 
our  cit^ens,  and  thej^reat  demand  and  hi^h  price 
for  our  produce  in  loreign  markets,  which  took 
place  about  two  years  ago,  gave  a  spring  to  our 
wealth  and  industry,  and  nirmshed  ample  resouf- 
ces  to  Gkrvernment;  our  feelings  have  not  been 
pierced  with  the  cries  of  general  distress,  until 
very  lately,  through  the  abuse  of  the  novel  prin- 
ciples introduced  in  the  Funding  System.  But 
though  I  rejoice  with  the  gentleman  in  the  suffi- 
ciency of  our  means,  yet  f  consider  ourselves  in 
Ihe  situation  of  an  unextHerienced  heii^,  newly 
coipe  to  the  enjoyment  of  a  great  estate,  who, 
being  dazzled  witn  his  own  splendor,  and  con^- 
dent  of  his  means,  sets  about  spending  without 
system  or  principles,  and  gets  embarrassed  before 
he  is  aware.  We  are  told,  that  the  principle  ct( 
assumingthe  State  debts  is  already  admitted  by 
the  last  Uongress,  therefore  it  ought  to  be  com- 
pleted now;  we  are  just  told,  too,  that  it  was  ftiHJf 
considered  there.  I  ask,  then,  why  was  not  the 
business  fully  completed  at  that  time?  If  it  was 
not,  then  what  good  reason  can  be  given  for  car- 
rying it  ftirther  now?  Is  the^e  an^/^i^ew  discovery 
of  better  rules  to  apportion  by?  or  is  the  distress 
of  tbe  States  who  have  yet  some  unassumed  debt, 
Us  pressing  a$  ^he^  they  had  to  be^r  the  burden 
of  three  or  foui*  millions  more  than  now?  Gen- 
tlemen )[now,  that  the  length  this  business  has 
gone  already,  has  given  great  uneasiness  to  those 
States  who  made  the  greatest  exertions  to  extin- 
guish their  own  debts,  and  to  whose  circumstances 
and  feelings  the  resources  applied  to  the  assumed 
debts  of  the  States,  are  distressiog  and  disa^ee^ 
able.  For  what  purpose  are  the  Commissioners 
employed  in  adjusting  the  accounts  between  the 
individual  States  and  the  United  States,  if  the 
whole  of  the  State  debts  were  to  be  assumed  pre- 
vious to  that  settlement?  We  kifow  ^he  Grovern- 
ment  is  i^ot  vested  with  powers  to  compel  deliti- 
^ueht  States  to  do  justice,  and  that  if  6;ver  justice 
is  done  to  those  States  who  have  extinguished 
their  own  debt,  it  must  be  by  increasing  6f  the 
jg;eneral  revenue  in  proportion  to  the  money  Con- 
gress will  haye  to  pay  to  those  States;  and  it  is 
an  tin  justifiable  ana  dangerous  policy  to  draw  the 
^oney  from  the  people  wijth  one  hand,  to  pay  it 
to  the  Staie  Governments  with  the  other. 

I  have  such  information  as  I  cqin  depend  npoiL 
th%t  the  Commissioners  will  report  upon  the  nnal 
settlement  of  the  State  debts,  in  the  course  of 
next  winter;  and  the  resolution  before  the  Com- 
mittee makes  no  provision  fbr  interest  until  after 
the  year  J792.  Why  then  take  this  further  leap 
in  the  dark,  when  those  States  who  will  be  actu- 
ally entitled  to  it,  will  be  as  soon  relieved,  accord- 
ing to  the  principles  of  justice,  as  they  would  be 
by  dblributinff  the  public  property  in  ^is  mannei^ 
by  Hie  rule  of  thumb? 

I  always  thought  ttie  assumption  of  the  State 

debts  a  measure  which  the  Constitution  did  not 

I  contemplate,  and  which  had  a  tendency  to  sow 

I  the  seeas  of  discontent  in  many  parts  of  the  Unit- 
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ed  States;  and  now  it  is  argued  t^at  the  prece- 
dent beins;'  set  by  the  last  Congress,  we  ou^t  to 
copy  it.  I  admit  of  no  principles  of  infallibility 
in  Congress:  and  if  precedents  produce  an  obli- 
gation, we  ought  to  oe  the  more  careful  not  to 
strengthen  theuL  by  repeating  such  as  are  im- 
proper or  doubtful.  The  only  nlausible  reason 
for  assuming  the  State  debts  in  tne  last  Congress 
80  far,  was  to  eaSe  the  burden  of  such  States  as 
had  been  most  backward  in  providing  for  their 
respective  debts,  so  as  that  they  might  be  able  to 
provide  for  what  remained  until  the  accounts 
would  be  settled,  and  to  make  some  provision  for 
the  States  who  had  done  much  to  extinguish  their 
Sebt,  as  a  security  that  the  debts  would  be  brought 
to  a  final  settlement.  Certainly  those  States,  at 
whose  desire  and  for  whose  convenience  so  much 
has  been  done,  ought  to  have  a  little  more  mode- 
ration. 

Mr.  ALu)i80N  observed,  that  a  great  deal  had 
been  said  to  prove  that  the  Gener^  Government 
is  under  obligation  to  provide  for  the  debts  of  the 
individual  States.  The  gentlemen  who  maintain 
this  opinion  have  not  shown  that  the  creditors 
themselves  ever  entertained  an  idea  that  they 
should  look  to  the  United  States  for  payment  of 
those  debts.  It' is  not  pretended  that  the  new  Con- 
stitution varies  the  situation  of  the  creditors;  they 
stand  precisely  on  the  same  gnround  they  did  un- 
der the  old  Confederation.  He  (Mr.  M.)  denied 
that  in  the  former  assumption,  the  creditors  of 
the  individual  States  were  considered  in  the  same 
point  of  liffht  as  the  creditors  of  the  Continent, 
and  for  the  truth  of  thts^  he  appealed  to  the 
law  itself  "making  provision  tor  the  public 
debt." 

The  proposition  now  before  the  Committee  he 
considered  as  unjust,  as  it  would  place  some  of 
the  States  which  had  made  no  exertions  to  dis- 
charge its  debts,  in  a  more  eligible  situation  than 
those  which  had  made  the  greatest  exertions  to 
effect  that  object.  He  denied  that  the  first  assump- 
tion had  been' generally  approved,  or  had  been 
acquiesced  in,  and  adverted  to  the  proceedings 
and  resolutions  of  the  State  of  Virgmia  on  the 
subject;  papers  are  on  the  table  to  show  the  truth 
of  what  is  now  asserted:  he  added,  that  he  was 
sorry  to  find  that  no  more  attention  had  been  paid 
to  those  papers.  Mr.  M.  then  noticed  the  state  of 
imports  and  exports  from  the  several  States,  to 
show  the  unequal  operation  of  the  assumption  as 
it  affects  those  States,  particularly  Virginia^  which 
pays  so  great  an  over-proportion  of  the  interest 
on  the  deots  of  some  of  the  States. 

Mr.  Gerry  stated  a  variety  of  instances  to  show 
that  the  debts  of  the  individual  States  were  al- 
ways considered  as  founded  ultimately  on  the 
faith  of  the  Union ;  that  the  creditors  had  taken 
the  paper  of  the  States  on  that  idea;  that  the 
States  were  considered  as  agents  for  the  United 
States:  and,  on  this  principle,  the  contracts  (oj 
supplies  and  services  on  a  Continental  account 
had  been  made,  without  which  the  war  must  h^v« 
ceased,  and  the  subjugation  of  the  United  States 
have  followed.  Mr.  G.  remarked  on  the  partiality 
and  evident  injustice  of  leaving  the  possessors  of 


the  remainder  of  the  State  debts  totally  unpro- 
vided for. 

The  question  on  a^eeing  to  this  proposition 
was  carried  in  the  afi&mative,  33  to  25,  out  was 
eventually  lost. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again.  / 


Monday,  April  2. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  ^epoit  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  enclosing 
Returns  of  Duties  arising  on  Imports  and  Ton- 
nage within  the  United  States,  for  one  year,  end- 
ing thie  30th  of  September;  also,  a  Return  of  Ex- 
ports within  the  same  period.    Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  the  abstract  returns  of  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage,  also  the  abstract  of  exports 
from  the  United  States  to  foreign  countries,  be 
printed  for  the  Use  of  the  members  of  this  House; 
and  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  this  House,  in  the  course  of 
thi^  session,  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  exports 
fVom  each  State,  anything  in  the  order  of  the  10th 
of  November  last  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

THE  PUBUC  DEBT. 

The  House  aeain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com" 
mitten  of  the  Whole  House,  on  the  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject  of  the 
Public  Debt;  and,  after  some  time  spent  thereitt, 
the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had 
again  had  the  said  report  under  consideration,  and 
come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  as  follow: 

"  Resohed,  7!*hat  the  term  for  receiving  on  loan  that 
part  of  the  domestic  debt  of  the  United  States  whidi 
yet  remains  imsnbecribed,  be  extended  to  the'  first  day 
of  '  M  next,  on  the  «ane  terms  as  was  provided  b^ 
the  aet  making  provisioa  for  the  pufalie  debt  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States. 

f*  Ruohed,  ThtX  proviaon  ought  to  be  made  for  p^« 

ment  of  the  interest  on  the  nnsubecribed  part  of  the 

dome«tio  debt  of  the  United  Btatee,  to  the  first  day  of 

,  <me  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety      .  ^ 

on  like  tenns  as  was  provided  by  the  act  aforesaid. 

^  Ruohed,  That  the  term  for  receiving  on  loan  that 
part  of  the  ^ebt  of  the  individual  States  assumed  by  the 
United  States,  yet  unsubsczibed,  be  extended  to  the  fiist 

day  of next,  on  the  same  terms  as  is  provided 

by  the  act  making  provision  for  the  pubtic  debt. 

**  Resolved,  That  a  subscription  for  a  fkrther  loan  in 
die  debts  of  the  individual  States  be  opened  and  con- 
tinued to  the  first  daj  of •  next,  not  to  exceed  in 

the  whole  ■  millions  of  dollars,  in  the  proporttons 
foUowing :  that  is  to  say,  [Here  enumerating  the  sever^ 
States.]  Pr&viddd,  That  the  interest  on  sudi  loan  shall 
not  be  payaMe  befofe  the    ■  day  of         ■    w  And 

promded,  That  when  the  sum  to  be  assaaied  for  any 
State,  ahaflnat  he  snbaorfoed  by  the  holders  of  any  of 
the  evideooes  in  which  the  same  is  made  reoeivahle,  tha 
State  shall  not  be  entttied  to  reoetre  interest  on  the 
lesidue- 

**Rs^ohf€di  Tb^^  the  subsoiptions  to  the  aforesaid 
loans  in  State  debt,  be  payable  in  such  certificates,  bills, 
notes,  and  evidences  of  debt  whatsoever,  as  shall  have 
been  issued  by  the  respective  States,  and  by  the  several 
Commissioners  of  Loans  of  the  United  States,  on  ao- 
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ooviiof  liieeKoeMotof  tefWiMiabfcribedm  eorttin 
BtatM  beyond  Uie  mmia  heretofiyre  aumnwd  for  audi 
States:  JPhNJid^  That  bo  soch  oerlifieatet,  billi,  neto^ 
or  eridencee  of  debts  of  the  respective  States^  shall  be 
receivable  upon  the  said  loan,  which,  irom  the  tenor 
thereof  from  any  public  record,  act,  or  document,  shall 
appear  or  can  be  ascertained  to  have  been  issued  for 
purposes  irrelative  to  compensations  and  expenditures 
Mr  services  or  supplies  towards  the  pioseeutton  of  the 
kite  war,  and  tlie  defease  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
some  psit  diereof  dnniig  the  saine ;  but  this  shall  not 
he  oonstoued  t»  exclude  any  certificate,  hill,  note,  or 
eividence  of  debt,  whichr  shalL  have  been  issufed  in  ttoii 
or  oo  account  of  any  other  certificate^  bill,  note,  or  evi- 
dence of  debt,  whidi  was  itself  iwued  in  relation  to 
such  compensations  and  expenditures. 

''  JUaohedy  That  the  debt  due  to  certain  foreign  offi- 
cers, the  interest  whereon  in  payable  at  the  house  of 
Grand,  in  Paris,  be  diBcharged  out  of  an^  moneys  ob- 
tained on  loan  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
in  virtue  of  the  act  making  provision  for  the  public 
4ebt,  which  may  now  be  unappropriated. 

^  Ruolvtdf  That  the  interest  on  so  much  of  the  do- 
mestic debt  as  has  been  or  may  be  purchased  for  the 
United  States,  or  as  ^lall  be  paid  into  tiie  Treasury, 
tfvd  so  much  of  the  sum  appropriated  for  the  payment 
of  the  interest  on  the  finvign  and  domestic  debt  as  ditn 
be  over  and  above  w4iat  may  be  sufilcient  for  the  pay- 
ment of  such  interest,  shall  be  appropriated  for  tiie  re- 
^mtfKamL  of  the  puhlio  debt  The  said  funds  to  be 
applied  to  tike  puiposes  aforcaaid  by  the  Coininisrinnws 
hereafter  menttoned,  under  the  apfsohation  of  the  Pto« 
sident  of  the  United  States. 

^  Re$oh)edf  That  ■  be  X)ommian(mers  for  the 
purposes  aforesaid,  and  that  a  precise  account  of  all  the 
libts  redeemed,  and  ofaUpurchisee  by  tiiem  made,  be 
laid  before  the  Legiilatnre  wilhm  ■  months  idter 

ita  first  meeting,  in  every  year.'' 

The  House  proceed^  to  consider  the  said  reso- 
lutions; and  the  first  resolution  being  twice  read, 
m  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  heinft  put, 
to  amend  the  same  oy  adding  thereto  the  foliaw^ 
ing  words: 

**  Except  tiiat  conation  in  the  aet  which  renders  the 
debt  so  for  subscribed  subject  to  redemption  by  pay- 
ments not  exceeding,  in  one  year,  on  account  of  both 
principal  and  interest,  a  proportion  of  eight  dollars  upon 
me  hundred,  on  any  oertincate  which  shall  be  issued 
according  to  the  terms  therein  specified ;  which  condi- 
tion,, so  for  as  it  relates  to  any  part  of  the  debt  which 
may  hereafter  be  subscribed,  shall  be  abolished :" 

,    It  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  27,  nays  30,  ji6 
follows: 


YAASw-John  Baptist  Ashe^  Abnbna  Baldwin,  John 
grown,  Abrriiam  Obrfc,  Wiliiam  Findl^,  Wilfiam  B. 
Oiles,  Andsew  Gregg,  Samael  Orifi»»  WiUiam  Bany 
Chove,  Daniel  Heiiier,  Israel  Jacobs,  Aaron  Kitdiell, 
John  W.  Kittsora,  Riehlud  Bland  Lee»  James  Madison, 
John  FrancM  Meroer,  Andrew  Moom,  WilMam  Vans 
Murray,  John  Page,  Joaiah  Parker,  Joshua  Seney,  Jere- 
Bkiah  SmiUi,  ThoBMs  Sumpter,  Thomas  TtedweU,  Abra* 
ham  Yenable,  Alexander  White,  and  Frands  Wiltts. 

N^xsd — Fkiher  Ames,  Robert  Bamwey,  Egbert  BetH 
•on,  Ehas  Bo«dBiiot,  Shea^ashvb  Bourne,  Bei^amin 
Bourne,  Thomas  Pitnimons,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Nicholas 
Gihnan,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  C^ordon,  l^Mimaa 
Hartley,  Daniel  Hugw,  PhH^  Key,  John  Lanranoa^ 
Ama*  Learned,  Samuel  Lmmiote,  Natiianiel  Maooii» 


Pradanak  Atig;  MiU«lba«g,ICathMuel  Nilea,  The^tog 
Sedg^ridE,  WillianLSnslh,  John  8teafe»  Samuel  Ststoett^ 
Jonathan  Sturges,  Peter  Sylvester,  Geotge  Thatdia^ 
Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth*  and  At* 
temas  Ward. 

And  them  the  mala  question  heiag  put^  that  the 
IJous^  do  agree  to  the  said  first  resolution,  it  i^ 
resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  secoud  and  third  resolutioi^  were  then 
severally  read;  and  on,  the  question  tEereupon, 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
said  resolutions  be  poslpoaed  until  to-morrow. 


Tui;0i)A.Y,  April  3;. 

.  Mr.  LwEBMORE,  from  the  eommittee  to  whoiH 
was  referred  the  memoriftl  of  the'  UMnois  and  Wa- 
haldi  Land  Ck>mpaiiies,  made  a  repcMrt^  which  wa^ 
read,  and  oi^r^  lo  m  on  (he'table.   ' 

Tne  SpBAKBit  l«d  befbre  the  Ho«ise  a  Letter 
from  the  'Seereoary  of  War,  aecomranying  lists 
of  suhdry  petitions  rettfmed  to  this  House,  pursu- 
ant to  an  tmler  of  the  27th  of  last  month;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

THE  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

I  *  • 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolutions  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  yesterday,  on  the  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  sutjeot  of  the 
Public  Debt  Whereupon,  the  fourth  resolution 
having  been  read,  in  the  words  following: 

^Remhed,  That  a  subscriptiMi  for  a  further  loan  is 
the  debts  of  the  individual  States  he  opened  and  con- 
tinued until  the  first  day  of  next,  not  to  ezoeed 
in  the  whole  ■  millions  of  dollars,  in  the  propor- 
tions foBbwing :  that  is  to  say,  in  the  debt  of  New  Hamp> 
riure,  ;  [and  enumerating  all  the  other  States.] 
Provided,  That  the  interest  on  such  loan  shall  not  be 
payable  before  the  —  day  of  ;  Andprovi^ 
ded.  That,  when  the  sum  to  be  assumed  fbr  anv  State 
shall  not  be  subscribed  by  fte  holders  of  the  evidences' 
in  which  the  same  is  made  receivable,  the  State  shalf 
not  be  entitled  to  receive  interest  on  the  residue^" 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put 
to  amend  the  same  by  inserting  after  the  words 
^^individi^  Sta,tes,"  toese  words;  "whether  dJA- 
charged  by  the  said.  States  respectively  since  the 
treaty  of  peace,  or  vmdischarged:" 

It  passed  in  the  negative— yeas  22,  nays  30,  as 

foUoWiS! 

Y'BASv— John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abrtdiam  Baldwin,  John 
Brown,  William  Ffndl^,  Wmiam  B.  CHles,  Andrew 
Gregg,  Israel  Jacobs,  Phil^  Key,  Aaron  Kitchefl,  Saml 
Livermore,  Natiianiel  Macon,  James  Madison,  John  F. 
Mercer,  Andrew  Moore,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Josiah  Parker, 
Joshua  Seney,  Upton  Sheridine,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Jonap 
than  Sturges^  Abraham  Yenable,  and  Francis  Willis. 

Nats^ — Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Ellas  Boudinot,  Shearjashnb  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Nicholas 
Gilman,  Bei^an^in  Goo^ue,  James  Gtordon,  William 
Barry  Grove,  Thomas  Hartley,  James  Hillhouse,  Daniel 
Huger,  John  W.  Kittera,  John  Laurance,  Amasa  Learn* 
ed,  Frederick  Aug.  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  MttTTay» 
Jidhn  Pagoi  nMdoie  Sedgwiek,  Wilhm  8mith»  Jomi 
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dorTddmryJeMmMi  WtdiWortiiy  AittttUti  AVMl,  And 

Afaa  tlii^ti  tlife  Tfiafif  (Jti^stbii  bdng  put^  that  th^ 
House  do  agree  to  the  said  fourth  r^soiiiiioii^  it 
pa^ed  til  ^«  n«^ti ve^f  cfas  26,  nays  29,  as  fellows : 

fxAB* — ^Fiiher  Ames^  ]^obert  Baimwell,  Bgberi  tiea- 
«Qn,  Elias  Boudinot,  8heaijafihnb  Bourne,  Beuj.  Bourne, 
Thomas  FiBlmonB,  Blbridge  (hstry,  Bei^aflun  Goodhue, 
James  Gordon,  Wiffiam  flStny  Grove,  Thomas  Harflej, 
Dan'l  Huger,  Philip  Key,  John  Lauraiioe,  Amasa  Learn*' 
ad,  Nathiund  Maeon,  FMeridc  Augustus  Muhlenberg, 
Theodore  Bedgwitk,  WUIi«m  Smith,  John  Steele,  Peter 
Sylvester,  George  Thatcher^  Thomas  T.  Tucker,  Jere- 
miah Wadsworth,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

Nats^ — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John 
BtoMtiH  Abraham  Clarfc,  WiUiam  FiAdley,  William  B. 
Giles,  Nicboka  Oflman,  Andrew  Greggv  Daniel  Heistor, 
lames  HIHhoMar,  Lvael  Jacobs,  Aanm  Kltchell,  Jcrfm 
W.  Kittera,  Richard. B.  Lee^  Saimiel  Lt^Kermofee,  JasMs 
Madisdin,  John  Frands  Meceer,  Andrew  Moore,  WilQam 
Tans  Murray,  Nathaniel  XfileSi  John  Page,  Josiah  Par- 
ker«  Joshua  Seney,  Upton  Sheridine,  Jeremiah  Smith, 
Jonathan  Sturges^  Abraham  *Venable,  Alex^r  White, 
and  Francis  WiUis. 

Ordered^  That  the  further  conaideration  of  the 
said  resolutions  \sk  postponed  tintll  to-morrow. 


Wei>NBSDAT,  April  4. 

The  House  restitoed  the  consideration  of  the 
resdutioQs  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  Monday  kst,  on  the  Re^t  of 
iMst  fikozcftary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject  of 
Ike  PuUie  Debt.  Wfaet^Upoh.  tihe  fifth  reeohitic^ 
ftaring  bden  rmity  m  the  words  fblloiHng't 

"ite^ej,  tW  the  subscriptions  to  the  a£9resaid 
ifikna  in  State  4ebt  be  payable  in  such  oertifbcatea,  biUs, 
^btes^  and  eyidences  of  oebt,  whatsoever,  as  shaU  have 
been  issued  by  the  jresj^ectiye  States  a^d  by  the. several 
Commissionerf  of  Loan^  of  the. United  States,  en  ac^ 
count  of  the  excesses  o|  the  sums  subscribed  in  certain 
States  b^on4  the  sums  heretofore  ,as8umed  ibr  such 
Statee ;  Promded,  That  no  such  certificates,  biU^  notes, 
or  evidences  of  debt,  of  the  respective  States,  shall  be 
reoei^raMe  tmon  tiie  said  loan,  wfafch,  itom  the  tenor 
ttereof,  or  from  any  public  record,  act,  or  document, 
■hall  appear  or  can  be  aseeirtained  to  have  been  issued 
ten  parpeees  irrelatke  to  oompensatlons  and  expendi- 
tures, for  services  er  supplies^  totwards  the  piueecution 
of  the  late  war  and  the  defence  of  the  United  States, 
or  of  some  part  thereof  during  the  same ;  but  thii  shall 
not  be  oonstmed  to  exclude  auy  certificatfV  bill,  note, 
or  evidence  of  debt^  which  shatt  have  beei%  issued  in 
J(eu  or  en  aooeunt  of  any  other  eertiacatiB,  bUl,  note,  or 
evidence  of  debt,  which  was  itself  issued  in  relation  to 
ini<^  compensationa  and  expenditures :" 

•  The  qtiestiou  tvas  put  that  th6  House  d:o  agrefe 
to  tfhd  sa&le,  and  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  sixth;  seventh,  and  eighth  resolutions  were 
severally  twice  redxi|  and  on  ^e  que^ion  put 
thereupolL  SLfl^reed  to  by  the  House. 

Or^srea,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur* 
suant  to  the  first,^  second,  fourth,  sixth)  seventh, 
and  eighth  resolutions,  and  that  Mr.  FiTzaiacONa, 
Mr*  LaujuiM^,  Mr,  Zm^  Mr.  JMafffw,  and  Mc 


SkftiTH,  of  fiouth  Cajrotina,  do  prej^e  ImdlMnBg 
itLtheaatne^ 
On  amotion  made  tuad  eedcMided, 

*'  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  comhiittee  last  a{K 
pointed,  to  repoit  a  provision  for  a  loan  of  the  remaiii-> 
iiig  ^ehta  of  the  individual  States  :** 

Th^iSaid.ui^ictfi  was  objeeted  to^  as  out  of  or* 
dflf.  Whereupon,  the  SPBAKsa  4eelftred  the  aaU 
motion  not  tt>oe  in  ctfder ;  fraia  which  dectaien  of 
the  Ckair.  an  appeal,  heine  made  by  t wt)  memben 
to  the  judgment  of  the  Ho^iae,  and  the  q«ieatioK 
tak^n,  ^  Is  the  said  nibtlon  in  order  7'  it  pastieel  in 
the  negatire^  and  soothe  said  motioii  Wft»re4eetetf. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  Inibrtned  the  Hotlse 
that  the  Senate  have  {^aased  the  bill  enthled  ^Att 
act  to  ascertain  the  boundary  of  a  tract  of  land 
frtirchased  by  John  Qleves  Smines,"  with  ail 
amettdment;  to  \trhich  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

On  motion, 

jRefiohedj  That  the  President  pf  the  tJnited 
States  be  req^uested  to  cause  the  proper  officers  ta 
lay  before  this  Ijousie  such  papers  ot  a. public  o/l* 
ture,  in  the  Executive  Department,  as  may  ben^ 
eessaiy  to  the  investi^ion  of  the  cauees  of  ^ 
failure  of  the  late  expedition  under  J^ajor  Qen^ 
ralSt.Clain 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  FrrzeiBfoifs,  Mr.  Qhub^ 
and  Mr.  &vbel%  he  appointed  a  eommitlee'  to 
wait  oh  the  Presideat  of  the  United  States  with 
the  foregoing  resolution.  .         , 

GEJmitAL  NiTHAOTEL  GftEftNft. 

The  House  proeeeded  toeoodsider  the  cetolutiarii 
reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  HoUae 
on  the  24th  of  Febroarr  last,  to  indemnify  the 
estate  of  the  late  Greneral  Nataaniel  Greene  fyt  a 
certain  suretyship  eptered  into  by  the  said  Na^ 
thaniel  Greene,  in  his  lifetime,  on  the  public  be* 
half.  Whereupon,  the  said  resolution  being  read 
at  the  Clerk's  table,  as  follows : 

"  Whereas^  the  late  M^or  Cfeneval  Nathaniel  Cbfvene, 
on  the  8th  day  of  Aprfl,  178$^  the  more  e^tually  tf^ 

Srooure  rationa  and  supplies  for  the  Southern  Arpur  of 
iie  United  State^  became  bound  as  surety  6ur  John 
Banks  (k.  Co,  to  NewcomeU  dc  CoUet,  merchants  in 
Charleston,  for  the  payment  of  J£8,74d  l&i.  6d^  sterling 
money,  being  the  condition  of  the  said  bond : 

*' And  whereas,  on  the  Ist  of  May.  1786,  the  l^alanoa 
of  principal  and  interest  of  said  bond,  being  then 
£8,688  Gs.  sterling,  was  paid  by  the  said  GenerSi 
Greene.    Therefore, 

"£e«>/sed;  Tkai  die  United  States  diaU  indemnify 
tile  estate  of  the  said  Qeneral  Qtoene  far  the  said  emu 
iMt  tncMtidned,  aad  tke  intarwt  tbereoC  oribr  eaeh'tita 
as,  Upon  dae  invert^atibn  by  the  otkets  ofthe  Ti  oawiiy 
pf  the  traasaoliQns  between  John  Banks  dt  Co.,  wHft 
Messrsk  IVeweomctt  &  Collet,  inwfaidi  General  GnMtte 
WM  security  for  the  said  Bsolika  4l  Co.,  it  shall  smMMt 
that  neither  Ofenenl  Greene  ndr  kss  ejteotttots  dull 
shall  have  reoeived  any  payment  or  oompensalion  Ibr  4 
Provided,  The  exeeaton  of  the  said  Gen^nd  Greene 
rikall  ac(tounft  for  asaaabeoig  about  i^,OeO,be'the  same 
BMte  or  less,  recovered  by  Jehu  Penle,one  of  the  pari^ 
men  ofthe  said  John  Banks  db  Coy,  to  be  inpart  eflfae 
indemnlficatiteafoiieaaid;  and  aboshaiU  makeover^ 
the  use  af  the  Uciited  Stales,  aU  mettgigesy  bcakK  «0* 
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due,  winch  wera  obtafaied  by  ih^  Mid  GeaeMl  Greene, 
lA  hk  lifttiDie,  ftom  tlie  Mid  Benfct  dt  Oo^-on  iceMint 
«f  U  beia^  suratj  for  Hbem  atafaeetid,  to  be  ened  lot 
in  the  name  ef  fte  said  executora,  for  the  nee  of  Ihe 
United  Btalea." 

The  pceriovs  queatio^.  tlmeop  ymis  called  for 
by  five  members,  to  Wit :  "  SnaU  the  main  ques- 
tion, to  agree  to  the  said  resolotion.  be  i\ow  put  ?" 
Ana  on  the  previous  question^  "  Shall  the  main 
onestion  be  now  put  ?*'  it  was  resolved  in  the  af* 
nrmative.  And  then  the  main  question,  ^^That 
the  House  do  agree  to  the  said  resolution  T*  beine 
put,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  29, 
liafs  26,  as  fbllows : 

Ta^*-^JPi4i^  Amea,  Abraham  Baldwin^  Robert 
Bafmwell^  £gb^  Benaon*  Sheaijaahub  Bourne^  Besr 
iamin  B<iume»  William  Findle^,  Thomas  Fitzaunons^ 
£lhridge  0mm,  Andrew  GTeggKThomaa  Hartley,  I)a* 
liiel  Ueiate]^  rhilip  Key,  John  W.  iCittera,  John  t4au- 
lance,  Amaaa  liemeo*  Hichard  Bland  Xee,  Samuel 
{avvnoon,  F|iederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  William 
Vana  Murray,  John  P&ge.  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Upton 
fiheridiiie,  William  Smita,  Samuel  Sterrett,  George 
Thatcher,  J<^  Vining,  Jeremiah  Wadaworth,  a^ 
rranda  Willia. 

nkTmf^-^oba.  Biptiat  Aahe,  BUn»  Boudno^  Jobn 
lMo«m,  AbMkam  Clarke  WiUiam  B*  OiIm,  Nieh«Aaa 
Cttfatian,  BenjaMii  Ckmdhue,  Jaaitea  Ocardon,  Wm$m 
Banr  Groves  JaaMa  HilttiQuae^  SmrnH  Jaoobi«  Aaimi 
SauAett,  Natiiatiiel  Mafioli»  Andrew  Moore,  Nathaniel 
WilM,  iedhtta  fieneir,  JeMniah  Snith,  harad  amith, 
John  Stede,  Jionialhan  Sliugea,  Theinaa  S^a^ihtar,  P^ 
ter  Syhrastei^TheMaa  TfedmU,  AiteMaa  Waid,  Ata^ 

~     \nitte»and»«ghWiUiamMMa. 


dhdered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Liver- 
IBORE,  Mr.  Page,  and  Mr.  Barnwell,  do  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  message  fremtheftemtrMbmiod  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt." 

Tlie  said  biU  was  read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Sbnby,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  a  motion  relative  to  a  certain  claim  of 
the  State  of  Maryland,  made  a  report,  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Tne  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  compensate  the 
Corporation  of  Trustees  of  the  Public  Ghrammar 
School  and  Academy  of  Wilmington,  in  the  State 
of  Delaware,  for  the  occupation  of,  and  damages 
done  to,  the  said  school  during  the  late  war ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  St*EAlcfiR  re- 
irtimed  the  Chair,  j(nd  Mr.  BotrRNB,  of  Rhode  M- 
irnd,  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the  ^id 
bm  Under  consideration,  and  made  no  amendmeht 
thereto. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  hill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  Co-moxrow. 

Mr.  BoDMJioT.  frcMn  the  cpmmittee  to  whom 
was  committed, tae  bill  sent  from  the  Senate  en- 
titled "An  aet  for  regulating  prooesses  in  the  co«Kts 
of  (he  Uftited  ^tate%and  providiiig  oonmeaMtioiiL 
fw  the  ofieevs  of  ifae  Mtia  <»iirt8>  jaad  in  ymxm 


attd  wkoeetta,"  mode  a  report^  whidh  waa  laad, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sathorizine  a  gn«t 
and  eonvevanee  of  certain  lands  to  the  Ohio  Cooi^ 
pony  of  AbsocuUas,  on  die  tenns  therein  /a* 
pressed  f  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Ck»miiultee  reported  progress^  and  obtained  leave 
to  sit  again. 


Thursday,  April  5. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  compensate  the  Corpora^ 
tion  of  Trustees  of  the  Public  Grammar  School 
and  Academy  of  Wilmington,  in  the  State  of 
Delaware,  for  the  occupation  of^  and  damages 
done  to  toe  said  aohod,  during  the  la^e  war,  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  An  aot 
ior  the  relief  of  prions  imprisoned  for  debt"  was 
read  the  second  time^  and  ordered  to  be  commit* 
ted  to  a  CoBonittee  of  the  Whole  Houses 

Mr.  LivERMORB,  from  the  committee  aM>ointed9 
presented  a  bill  to  indemnify  the  estate  oi  the  late 
M%)<^  General  Nathaniel  Greene  for  a  certain 
bond  entered  into  by  him,  for  the  public  servic^^ 
during  the  late  war»  which  was  received,  and 
read  the  first  time. 

The  House  proceeded  toconsideT  the  report  of 
the  Secretarj^  of  War  on  the  memorial  di  Anthony 
Walton  White,  which  was  made  on  the  Slst  day 
of  February,  1791.  Whereupon,  so  much  of  (m 
said  report  being  read  as  proposes— 

**  That  the  ram  of  one  hundred  and  fUfy  thousand  ' 
doHara,  paper  cnrrency,  advanced  by  llle  memorialbt 
for  the  aopport  of  hia  regiment  ^  cavalry,  during  the 
late  war,  ahoidd  be  flaaeed  to^  <»editoftheiiiemorial« 
ist,  at  its  specie  valne,  on  the  final  aettlement  af  Ml 
putdic  sceDuatib  eHhaa  vJth  die  iSlate  of  Virginia  or  the 
United  Statea." 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  referred  to  .Mr. 
6ouniN0T,  Mr.  lyioQaa,  and  Mt.  Sumpteb,  vnth 
instruction  to  r«)ort  thereon  by  way  of  hlU  or 
hilU. 

The  House  again  lesfdved  itself  into  a  Conowti* 
tee^f  the  Wh^  Housn  on  the  hiU  authoriaing  a 
mntaad  convieyaMof  oertain  lands  to  the  Ohio 
Omnipiaiy  of  Associates,  on  the  tenns  thewbi  eob* 
pressed }  abd,  «fter  eOme  time  ^pcnt  thmnin,  Mc* 
STBAicfia  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  MoBi;Bii« 
BBRO  refKnrted  that  the  Comnnittee  liad  again  had 
the  said  bffl  tmder  consideration,  and  me^  seve- 
ral amendtnents  thereto;  wMcn  were  sercraUy 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Hotise. 

Ordeted^  That  the  said  bill,  With  the  attiend- 
ments,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  -ncooeeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  Dy  the  Senate  to  the  bill  entitled 
"  An  act  to  ascertain  the  boundaries  of  a  tract  of 
land  purchased  by  John  Cleves  Symmesj"  and* 
the  same  being  read,  was  afinreed  to. 

The  House  resolved  itseff  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  On  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Traasvry  relatiye  «o  supplies  nteessary  lor 
.the  eosuing  year;  and,  altar  aomt  time  tpMit 
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*  therein,  the  Committee  reported  progress,  and  had 

\  leave  to  sit  acain. 
'  A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
t^  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  a  resolution  that 
CoD£res8will  adjourn  on  Tuesday,  the  17th  of 
Apru,  instant ;  to  which  they  desire  the  concur^ 
rence  of  this  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  accompany' 
ing  his  report  on  the  subject  of  compensations  to 
omcers  employed  in  the  collection otthe  revenue, 
pursuant  to  an  order  of  the  18th  of  January,  1791; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate 
entitled  ^^  An  act  fixing  the  compensations  of  the 
Doorkeepers  of  the  Senate  and  House  ot  Repre- 
sentatives in  Congress;"  and,  after  some  tmie 
spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Bourne,  of  Rhode  Island,  reported  that 
the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  con- 
sideration, and  made  several  amendments  thereto; 
which  were  severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to 
to  by  the  House. 

Tlie'  said  bill,  toffether  with  the  amendments, 
was  then  read  the  tnird  time  and  passed. 

APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  returning  to  the  House  the  bill 
passed  by  the  two  Houses  entitled  "  An  act  for  an 
Apportionment  of  Representatives  among  the 
several  States  according  to  the  first  Enumeration," 
'  and  presented  to  the  President  for  his  approbation 
on  Mondav,  the  26th  of  March;  to  which  bill  the 
President  naving  made  objections,  the  said  objec- 
tions were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  entered  at  large 
OA  the  Journal,  as  follows : 

**  Uirms  Statbs,  Jpril  5, 1792. 

**  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  RepreeentaUvea : 

« I  have  maturely  considered  the  act  passed  by  the 
two  Houses  entitled  <  An  act  for  an  Apportionment  of 
RepresentatiTes  among  the  tereral  States,  aceor£ng  to 
the  first  Enumeration ;'  and  I  return  it  to  your  House, 
wberein  it  origfaiated,  with  the  fbllowing  objeetions : 

**  First  The  Goastitation  has  prescrfted  that  Repre- 
sentatives shall  be  apportioned  aneng  the  sereral  States 
aeoofding  to  their  reaiMctive  numbers;  and  there  is 
no  one  proportion  or  dirisor  which,  appfied  to  the  re- 
MfndBut^  numbers  of  the  8tates»  will  yield  the  nnmber 
lind  allotment  of  Representatives  proposed  by  the  bill. 

''Seoond.  The  Constitution  has  also  provided  that  the 
nnmber  of  Representatives  shall  not  exceed  one  for 
every  thirty  thousand ;  which  restriction  is,  by  the  con- 
text, and  by  fiair  and  obvious  construction,  to  be  ^pUed 
to  the  separate  and  respective  numbers  of  the  States ; 
and  the  bill  has  allotted  to  eight  of  the  States  more  than 
one  for  every  thir^  thousand, 

"O.  WASHINGTON." 

Besolvedj  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  the 
reconsideration  of  the  said  bill  in  the  mode  pre- 
scribed by  the  Constitution  of  tne  United  States. 

Friday,  April  6. 

An  engrossed  bill  authorizing  the  grant  and 
conveyance  of  certain  lands  to  the  Ohio  Company 


of  Associates,  accordiiig  to  the  terms  therein  ex- 
pressed, was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  FiTzaiMOHa,  from  the  oommiitee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  suralementanr  to  the  act  makinof 
provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States;  which 
was  received,  and  read  twice  and  committed. 

INDBMNmr  TO  GENERAL  GREENE. 

A  bill  to  indemnify  the  estate  of  the  late  Major 
General  Nathaniel  Grreene  for  a  certain  bond  en- 
tered into  by  him,  for  the  public  service,  during 
the  late  war,  was  read  the  second  time ;  and.  on 
a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the  said  bill  be 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  the  first  Monday  in  August  next,  it  passed  in 
the  negative — yeas  17,  nays  45,  as  follows : 

Teas. — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Clark,  WflUam 

B.  GUes,  William  Barry  Grove,  Aaron  KitcbeU,  Natha- 
niel Macon,  James  Madison,  Andrew  Moore,  Comefios 

C.  Schoonmaker,  Joshua  Seney,  Jeremiah  Smidi,  John 
Steele,  Jonathan  Sturges,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Tfaomn 
Tredwell,  Abraham  Venable,  and  Hugh  Williamson. 

Nats« — Fiiher  Ames,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Robert 
Barnwell,  Egbert  Benson,  Sheaijashub  Bourne,  Benja- 
min  Bourne,  John  Brown,  William  Findlcy,  Thomas 
f^tzsimons,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Nidiolas  Gilman,  Benja- 
nnn  Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel 
Griffin,  Thomas  Haitl^,  Daniel  Heists,  James  HiU- 
house,  Daniel  Huger,  brael  Jacobs,  Philip  Key>  John 
W.  Kittera,  John  Lauraaoe,  Amasa  Learned,  Riohasd 
Bland  Lee,  Samud  Livermore,  John  Frsneis  Meroei^ 
Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  William  Tans  Mui^ 
ray,  Nathaniel  Niles,  J<dm  Page,  Jodak  Pariier,  Theo- 
dore Sedgwick,  Upton  ^leridine,  Israel  Smith,  WiUiaa 
Smidi,  Samuel  Storrett,  Peter  Svlvester,  Geo.  Thatcher, 
Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  John  Vinng,  Jeremiah  Wads* 
worth,  Artemas  Ward,  Alexander  White,  and  Francis 
Willis. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  be  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  bill 
passed  by  the  two  Houses  entitled  "  An  act  for 
an  Apportionment  of  Representatives  among  the 
several  States,  according  to  the  first  Enumera- 
tion," which  was  presented  for  approbation  on 
Monday,  the  26th  of  March,  and  returned  by  the 
President  yesterday,  with  objections. 

The  said  bill  was  read,  and  is  as  follows : 

**An  Act  for  an  Apportionment  of  RepresentatiTee 
amoni^  the  several  States,  according  to  the  first  Enu- 
meration* 

'<  Beit  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  Rtpreeent 
ativee  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembudf  That,  firom  and  after  the  3d  day  of  March, 
in  Uie  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
three,  Uie  House  of  Representatives  shaD  be  comjposed 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  members,  elected  withm  the 
several  States,  according  to  the  following  apportion- 
ment, that  is  to  say :  Within  the  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, ^ve ;  within  tbe  State  of  Massachusetts,  aixteen ; 
within  the  State  of  Vermont,  three ;  within  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island,  two ;  within  the  State  of  Connectieul, 
eight ;  within  the  State  of  New  York,  eleven ;  within 
the  State  of  New  Jersey,  six ;  widiin  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylva^  fourteen;  within  the  State  of  Delaware,  two ; 
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within  the  State  of  Maryland,  nine ;  widiin  the  State 
of  Virginia,  twenty-one ;  within  the  State  of  Kentud^, 
two ;  within  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  twehe ;  within 
the  State  of  South  Carolina,  seven ;  and  within  the 
State  of  Georgia,  two. 

"JONATHAN  TRUMBULL, 
**  Spetdfet  of  the  Home  tf  RepraeniaiiteB. 
<*IOHN  ADAMSv 
<*  VieePremdmt  U.  8.and  Pruidmt  of  Senate:' 

The  President's  objections' were  also  read  ^  and, 
after  debate  on  the  subiect-matter  of  the  said  bill, 
the  question  "That  the  House,  on  reconsidera- 
tion, do  agree  to  pass  the  bill,"  was  determined  in 
the  mode  prescnbed  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  passed  in  the  negative — ^yeas 
33,  nays  33,  as  follows : 

TxAs^ — Fisher  Ames,  Egbert  Benson,  Sheflurjashub 
Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Abraham  Clark,  lliomas 
Fitzsimons,  Elbridge  Geny,  Nicholas  Oilman,  Benja- 
min Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  Thomas  Hartley,  Israel 
Jacobs,  Aaron  Kitdiell,  J<An  W:  Kittera,  Jolm  Lau- 
ranee,  Amasa  Learned,  Samuel  livermore,  Nathaniel 
Kiles,  ComeliQs  O;  Schoonmaker,  Theodore  Sedgwick, 
Jerenalali*  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  John  Steele^  George 
Thatdier,  Thomas  Tx^dweU,  John  Yining,  Jeremiah 
Wadswortb,  and  Artemaa  Wanb 

NATg.^-*^hn  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Ro- 
bert BamweU,  Jokn  Brown,  William  flndl^,  William 
>B.  Giles,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  Wm.  Bany 
Grave,  Daniel  Hdsfter,  Jamea  Hillhousfs  Djaniel  Huger, 
Philip  Key»  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
James  Madison,  John  Frauds  Mercer,  Andrew  Moore, 
Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Mur- 
ray, John  Fage,  Josiah  Parker,  Joshua  Seney,  Upton 
Sheridine,  William  Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Jonathan 
Sturges,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker, 
Abndiam  Venable.  Alexander  White,  Hugh  William- 
son, and  Francis  WilUs. 

,  And  so  the  said  bill  was  rejected,  two-thirds  of 
the  House  not  agreeing  to  pass  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  entitled  ^^  An 
act  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  establishment 
and  support  of  iAght-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  and 
public  piers;"  to  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
.rence  of  this  House. 

The  House  again  resolred  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the 
Secinatary  of  the  Treasury  relative  to  supplies  for 
the  ensuing  year;  and,  after  some  time  spent: 
therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  proffress. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
.that  the  Senate  agree  to  the  fijst  and  disagree  to 
the  last  amendment  proposed  b)r  this  House  to  the 
bill  seat  from  the  Senate  entitled  "An  act  for 
fixinff  the  compensations  of  the  Doorkeepers  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Coa^ 
gress." 

Si.TUBDjaT,  April  7. 

The  Spba^r  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  accompany- 
ing sundry  petitions  which  were  referred  to  him, 
aud  returned  pursuant  to  an  order  of  the  House  of 
the  27th  ultimo. 

The  bili  sent  from  tiie  Senate  ^tided  ^  An  ael 


supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  estaMishment 
and  support  of  light-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  and 
public  piers,"  was  read  twice  and  eommitted  to 
the  whole  House  immediately. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  said  bill;  and,  aftcff  some 
time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Spbaker  resumed  the 
Chair,  and  Mr.  BouRNB^of  Rhode  I^and,  reported 
that  tne  Committee  had  had  the  bili  und»  con- 
sideration, and  made  an  amendment  theretb ;  ^hieh 
was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House.  The 
said  bill,  togetner  witn  the  amendment,  was  read 
the  third  time;  and  the  question  being  put  that 
the  same  do  p^ss,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Orderly  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  ac- 
quaint the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  erect  a  Light-house  on  Mon- 
tauk  Point,  in  the  State  of  New  York;**  and,afler 
some  time  spent  therein,  and  an  amendment  be- 
ing made  thereto,  the  said  bill  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  their  last 
amendment,  to  which  the  Senate  hath  disagreed, 
to  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
fixing  the  compensations  of  the  Doorkeepers  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress;" and  the  same  being  read — 

Resolvedy  That  this  House  doth  recede  from 
their  said  amendment. 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  apportioning 
Representntives  among  the  several  States,  accord- 
ing to  the  first  Enumeration,  at  the  ratio  of  one 
Representative  for  every  thirty  thousand  persons 
in  tne  respective  States ;  and  that  Mr.  Laurancb, 
Mr.  Seney,  and  Mr.  Smith,  of  New  Hampshire, 
be  the  said  committee. 

The  House  again  resolved  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  Report  of  the  Secretary 
relative  to  supplies  necessary  for  the  ensuing  year; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  tnerein,  the  Chairman 
reported  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  were 
severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Laurance,  frotn  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  apportioning  Representatives 
among  the  several  States,  according  to  the  first 
Enumeration, 'at  the  ratio  of  one  Representative 

for  every thousand  persons  in  the  respectivfe 

States;  which  was  received,  and  read  twice  and 
committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  for  alterinjg  the  times  of  holding 
the  Circuit  Courts  in  certain  districts  of  the  Um- 
ted  States,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  tne  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Committee  had  had  the  bill  imder  con- 
sideration, and  made  no  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  do  lie  on  the  table. 


MoNDAT,  April  9. 
The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion 
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rapeetiag  a  claim  of  the  State  of  Marybad: 
l^ereupon, 

Resohed,  That  the  claim  of  the  said  State  be  ello^ed 
for  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  lbrty*two  pounds  ei|^t 
•hfiUings  and  three  pence,  conent  mon^  of  the  said 
State,  paid  to  Nieholas  Razton  Moove,  for  the  amount 
of  a  judgmsnt  Madsred  against  him  in  the  (jcaeral 
Oeurtof  the  said  State,  on  aooonnt  of  horses  purchaiMd 
for  ths  oae  of  die  l^iiled  States  daring  the  late  war; 
and  that  the  Oommisaioners  for  aettling  the  acoounts 
betsreen  tibe  United  States  and  indiTidual  States,  be 
anthorbed  and  directed  to  a^ust  and  settle  the  said 
claim,  with  the  agent  of  the  State  aforosaid,  on  the 
same  principles  as  other  claims  of  the  scTeral  States  are 
a4iQeted  and  settled ;  any  limitation  in  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress to  the  contrary  notwithstanding* 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brougtut  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Sbnjbt. 
Mr.  Gerry,  and  Mr.  Scjipter,  do  prepare  and 
hiing  in  the  saate. 

APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Conunittee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  an  Apportion- 
ment of  R^resentatives  among  the  several  States, 
according  to  the  jGlrst  Enumeration;  at  the  ratio 
of  one  for  every  —  thou;5and  persons,  in  the  r^ 
spective  States. 

Mr.  Giles  observed,  that,  although  this  subject 
has  been. heretofore  thoroughly  discussed,  and  the, 
minds  of  gentlemen  probaoly  fatigued  with  the 
discussion,  yet  he  could  not  help  trespassing  upon 
the  patience  of  the  Committee,  by  mentionmg 
some  of  the  j^incipal  reasons  which  would  influ- 
aace  his  vote  against  the  motion,  and  in  iavor  of 
that  ratio  which  will  afford  the  greatest  number 
of  Representatives  authorized  by  me  Constitution. 
He  wa3  induced  to  do  this  from  an  opinion  that, 
in  the  usual  course  of  things,  aigimients  will  have 
im  effect  upon  the  public  mind  in  some  measure 
proportioned  to  their  own  solidity,  and  die  purity 
of  me  motives  which  actuate  them.  That  the 
oompound  of  these  qualities  form  a  common  stand- 
ard, oy  which  all  arguments  would  and  ought  to 
be  measured  by  the  great  majority  of  the  i)eople;! 
and  he  had  no  objections  to  submitting  his  rea-| 
gooB  to  the  s^plication  of  this  common  standard; 
he  meant,  however,  to  confine  hixnself  to  general 
xemarks,  and  not  to  fatigue  the  Copmittee  unne- 
eessarily  with  minute  exemplification  of  them. 

He  proceeded  by  observing,  that  the  expression 
in  the  Constitution  induced  and  justified  thegene- 
ral  expectation  among  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  that  one  Representative  for  every  thirty 
thousand  persons  was  secured  to  them  by  the 
Conetitation;  that  a  definitive  certainty  in  the 
number  of  Representatives^  as  well  as  the  manner 
of  procuring  them,  is,  in  its  nature,  of  Constitu- 
tional and  not  of  Legislative  provision,  and  affords 
a  reason  against  varying  the  ratio  mentioned  in 
the  Constitution,  altibough  that  ratio  be  expressed 
in  terms  of  latitude;  that  Congress  had  confirmed 
the  general  expectation  in  Che  public  mind  bv  the 
proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  ana  had 
at  least  given  a  solemn  opini<Na  in  favor  of  the 
aido  of  one  to  thirty  thouaaad,  until  the  Aumbfsr 


of  Representatives  shQul4  amount  to  one  hundred, 
after  acauiring  which. number  by  that  rule  ojaly, 
a  qualineq.  auscretjon  is  admitted;  that  the  opi- 
nions of  the  great  bulk  ot  the  people  of  America 
were  m  favor  oi  an  increased  r-epresentation,  at 
least  as  far  as  the  utmoHt  Umits  prescribed  by  the 
GenetitiiitQBs  that  xjm^^  cireumataAoe  was  eri* 
denced  by  the  Oonvenlions  wiikh  adopted  the 
Constitution;  that  it  was  lurlher  evidenced  by 
the  several  Legislatures  wnich  adopted  the  pro- 
posed amendments  before  alluded  to;  that  it  was 
still  further  evidenced  by  the  number  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  respective  State  Legislatures; 
that  this  last  circumstaoce  is  rendered  peculiarly 
forcible  by  a  compiurative  view  of  tne  objects  qt 
legislation  chartered  to  the  Qovemifient  of  the 
United  States,  and  those  retained  to  the  State 
Governments.  Tiie  objects  of  legislation  char- 
tered to  the  Government  of  the  united  States 
are  wholly  national  and  important;  the  objects 
of  le^slatLQn  retained  to  the  State  Govemmenls 
axe  comparatively:  Ipcal  and  subaltem:  those  pe- 
culiarly proinpt  temptation  and  invite  pornu^ 
ttoor^these  onar  no  mducements  to  either,  m 
the  Gorecsment  of  the  Unitied  States,  the  com#- 
tuents  of  the  Reprtraentative  body  are  «ompkx 
and  diversified;  in  the  State  Gavemmenis  mey 
are  comparativdy  iimpla  aad  assimilated.  Thilt 
a  sympmy  with  tlie  reeUngB  of  the  people  ehould 
charoctefize  this  brakich  ef  the  Ck>v^mment$  wis- 
dom is  the  expected  characteristic  of  the  Senate; 
and  despatch  of  the  Executive! 

To  the  inequality  of  representation  relatlrely 
to  States  suggested  to  result  from  the  applicatiop 
of  this  rule,  Mr.  G.  replied  that  the  meaaality 
complained  of  is  rather  Ideal  than  real;  tnat  to 
determine  how  far  this  consideration  really  ought 
to  exist  among  States,  it  is  ri^ht  and  proper  to 
ascertain  the  whole  comparative  €k)Ternment: 
and  the  issue  of  this  inquiry  will  be.  that  thoee 
Slates  in  whose  favor  the  rule  is  said  to  operate, 
possess  the  least  governmental  influence  m  the 
Senate,  proportioned  to  numbers;  and  that  tile 
casiml  gain  nere  is  no  equivalent  for  the  certain 
loss  there.  As  far,  therefore,  as  the  governmental 
influence  of  States  in  relation  to  numbers  is  to 
operate,  it  will  f\irnish  a  motiv^e  of  preferment  for 
the  rule  he  contended  for. 

It  has  been  said  ^continued  Mr.  G.)  that  the  re- 

Sresentation  of  the  States  in  the  Senate  is  strictly 
efined  by  the  Constitution,  and  that  therefore  the 
consideration  of  the  relative  influence  of  the  States, 
then,  should  not  be  resorted  to  as  an  ars^ument  in 
the  apportionment  of  Representatives  to  wis  House. 
But.  it  ^ould  be  observcdj  that  the  rule  contend- 
ed tor,  though  not  so  strictly  defined,  is  equally 
within  the  jmle  of  die  Constitution;  and  the  most 
extended  use  to  be  made  of  this  consideration  is, 
to  manifest  the  impropriety  of  resorting  to  the 
pretended  inequality  among  States,  as  a  conclu- 
sive iprgument  to  vary  that  ratio  of  representation 
for  this  House  which  is  admitted  to  oe  the  moat 
proper,  upon  its  intrinsic  merits,  and  when  viewed 
witnout  a  reference  to  that  consideration^  This 
particular  subject  suggests  a  peculiar  equity  an4 
pi;0|ftiety^  in  tfijuag  va^  oofisideE^of  t^e  com- 
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pflrs^thre  gotremmenfd  inVhietice  of  the  Stat^  in 
the  Senate,  proportioned  tb  nntiibers;  beteanBe,  it 
i^  in  consequence  of  a  representation  Iff  States, 
there,  that  thejr  gain  this  unequal  influence:  and 
nothing  more  is  contended  fbr  oy  this  rule  than  a 
representation  of  the  people  through  the  medium 
or  the  several  States,  here.  The  rtde  of  repre- 
sentation is  not  the  cause  of  the  present  inequality, 
as  far  as  it  may  appear  to  eiist;  it  is  a  mere  con- 
tingent circumstance,  depending  upon  arbitrary 
ikcts  and  numbers,  which  cannot  be  rendered  sub- 
servient to  any  general  rule.  It  should  also  be 
remarked,  that  most  of  the  States  supposed  to  bt 
ihyored  by  the  operation  of  this  rule,  have,  here* 
tbfbre,  been  unequalty  tepresented  in  theeoctreme; 
tmd  firom  the  extent  and  rapid  population  of  these 
Btates,  it  may  be  concluded,  witn  <^rtainty,  that 
firevioudy  to  the  expiration  of  the  present  appor- 
tionment,  the  real  ine^tdity  of  representation  m 
this  House,  as  well  as  m  the  Senate,  will  continue 
to  bear  particularly  hard  upon  them.  Perf^ 
equality  is  tmattainaMe:  ana  the  proposed  ratio 
Is,  in  the  principle,  e(]^ally  subject  with  any  other 
to  all  the  inconteniences  which  it  is  intended  to 
remedy. 

The  inconveniencira  of  the  rule  he  contended 
f6r,  in  their  utmost  extent,  can  never  be  very  great, 
because  the  same  rule  is  applied  in  the  same  maii>- 
ner  to  the  respective  States;  iind  the  most  ex- 
tended 'scope  tor  its  uneoual  operation  must  be 
confined  to  the  casual  result  of  the  fract!kmal  ntfm- 
bers  within  the  several  States.  In  reflecting  upon 
'this  argument  of  inen^ualitv  of  representation  >in 
telation  to  States,  an  idea  nad  presented  itself  to 
his  mind  which  seemed  to  him  both  novel  and 
important;  and  that  is,  that  a  quality  exists  in  the 
Qovemment,  from  its  peculiar  organization,  which 
enables  a  minority  of  constituents,  through  the 
knedium  of  a  majority  of  Representatives,  to  ^ve 
law  to  a  majority  of  constituents,  absolutely  agamst 
the  will  of  their  minority  of  Representatives.  This 
quality  of  the  Qovemment  arises  from  the  State 
representations  in  the  Senate;  and  it  exists  not 
mcreiy  in  speculation  or  idea — it  has  been  sensibly 
felt  in  practice,  and  there  is  a  real  tendency  iii 
the  Government  to  make  it  still  more  so.  The 
Very  bill  now  under  consideration  will  probably 
fVimish  one  strong  evidence  of  its  efficacy,  in  P«»e- 
tice;  it  would  have  passed  very  ^ffereWtly  TrMi 
the  present  proposition,  if  it  had  not  met  with  this 
unnatural  check;  and  I  am  concerned,  said  he,  to 
"remarLthat almost  in  every'itoportant  mebsure 
of  the  Government,  the  minority  of  the  people  of 

'  the  Union  had  given  hiw  to  Ae  majority  of  the 
people,  a^punst  their  cobsent^  as  far  as  this  can  be 

.  evideticea  through  the  medium  of  their  Kepre- 
sentativtt.  This>  it  is  to  be  feared,  is  a  radical 
evil  in  ue  Qov^niosnt,  and  its  magnitude  would 
be  in  a  great  in«iHU|ie  proportioned^ to  the  extea- 
aion  of  the  objects  of  legiswion  by  this  Govern- 
ment, if  the  people  be  the  only.Aeffal  source  of 
governmental  authority,  and  this  ^nffA  of  indivi- 
'duals  be<eqiial,  tkis  is  eiertaiad|r  a  hMeKKbac  prin^ 
'olple  in  the  Q^rmmmmu    He  would  not  psdcttd 

-40  say,  however,  that  Khis  ww  a  oaneer  upoa  Che 
body  politic  too  inveterate  «ad  vital  t»adnik«f'a  I 


cure;  but  1m  conceived  it  to  be  a  sore  i»f  that  sort 
which  it  would  be  unwise  to  irritate  or  tamper 
with:  and  he  oonceived,  also,  the  present  propo* 
sition  not  to  be  without  its  irritating  qualities* 

Mr*  G.  then  proceeded  to  consider,  upon  jgene* 
ral  principles,  oi  increasing  the  representation  in 
this  House  to  the  ftill  exte&t  authorized  by  the 
CoBstitution,  and  particularly  with  a  view  to  the 
necessity  of  establishing,  in  this  branch  of  the  Gp* 
vemmeni,  A  permanent  sympathy  with  the  landed 
interest  He  observed,  lihat  ail  Representative  Go- 
veramentBsn>peared  to  possess  a  natural  tendency 
from  Repobucanisn  to  Monarchy ;  that,  great  ine* 
qualities  in  the  disthbntien  of  wealth  amen&  in- 
dividuals, oonsequeoLt  upon  the  prepress  of  all 
Governments,  appeared  to  be  the  cause  of  their 
poUcieal  evolutiDns;  that  ao  eompetent  remedy 
against  this  evil  had  been  heretofore  disoovered, 
or  «t  least  pwtftieally  applied  by  any  Government; 
that  perl&i^  this  |^at  political  liffhit  may  Aret 
shine  forth  through  the  medium  of  the  Amerioaa 
Consfitutiaasy  ead  serve,  as  sonoe  others  have  pc^ 
▼idusly  done,  to  illumine  not  only  the  Amencan, 
but  the  EUuropeaA  world. 

TfaepeculiaretremBBtanf.es  of  the  United  States, 
however,  since  the  kte  A«volutioii|  atU  in  the  iur 
frmcy  of  the  Aiuutiean  Govemmeats^  favored  ex- 
tremeAy  this  natural  principle  of  the  growing  ine- 
quality in  the  distriMition  of  wealth  amongst  in- 
dtviddals.  An  extensire^  unexhausted,  rartilB 
country  furnished  full  scope  £br  agriculture,  the 
plenty  and  «Jieapiiess  of  provisions  and  rude  ma- 
terials for  manufactures,  and  an  unshackled  com- 
merce for  the  mevehant ;  and  to  these  were  added 
the  blessings  of  peace,  and  lavrs  seouraiig  to  the 
indirtdual  Che  exclusive  possession  of  the  fruits  of 
his  own  industry,  however  abundant.  There 
were  intriusie  ciDOuanstauees ;  thete  Wat  a  contin- 
ffent  one.  A  public  debfr^the  price  of  the  Revo- 
lutieu  itself  and  its  oousequeat  btetatnj^s— had  beem 
incurred,  and,  from  the  imbecility  oTthe  then  ex- 
isting Confederacy,  and  other  causes,  was  depre- 
ciate considerably  below  its  nominal,  value;  out 
it  was  then  in  small  masses,  and  not  very  unequal- 
ly spread  amoitfst  the  individuals  throughout  the 
whMe  United  States.  .  The  Gk)vernment  of  the 
United  States^  instead  of  managing  this  eontia- 
^nt  ciroumaiance  with  caution,  aud  declaring  so 
m  its  ministtation)  seized  upon  it  with  its  Jeeal 
anun^psmenta;  and  applied  it  as  the  most  poweiful 
machine  to  stiuinlate  tlus  growing  inequality  in 
the  distribution  of  wealth-^a  pdneiple  perhaps  too 
mtuch  fiivored  by  otker  extsliitt  causes.  The  Go- 
vetnment,  not  satisfied  with  £e  debts  eontraetad 
by  the  feemer  Oonfederacy,'assumed  the  payment 
of  a  great  proportion  of  the  debts  contracted  by 
the  respective^tatie  Governments,  and  established 
fbnds  ror  paying  the  interest  of  the  whole.  This 
measure  product  two  efiects,  not  very  desiraWe 
amongst  individuals*  It  gathered  these  scattered 
debts,  at  a  very  inferior  price,  fropn  the  hands  of 
the  aiaay,  and  placed  them  into  the  hands  of  the 
few ;  and  it  stimulates  the  value  of.  them.  Thus 
collect^  into,  greeted  masses,  beyond  all  cakuk- 
tion,  by  the  arSflcial  application  of  fiscal  mecha- 
nism, it  produced  a  variety  of  serious  efiects  with 
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res^t  to  the  €h>Teniment  In  oppoaition  to  the 
agncultaral  or  republicaD,  it  enlisted  a  great  mo- 
neyed interest  in  the  United  States,  who,  having 
embarked  their  fortunes  with  the  Goyemment, 
would  go  all  lengths  with  its  Administration, 
whether  right  or  wrong,  virtuous  or  vicious,  by 
rendering  tne  debt  but  psurtially  redeemable^  pass- 
ing perpetual  tax  laws,  and  mortgaging  their  pro- 
ducts to  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  this  per- 
petually-existi^  debt  It  gave  the  Executive  a 
qualified  control  over  the  heist  moneyed  resources 
of  the  United  States,  not  contemplated  by  the  Con- 
stitution, nor  founded  in  wisdom.  It  gave  rise  to 
an  unauthorized  incorporation  of  the  moneyed  in- 
terest, and  placed  it  as  far  as  possible  from  the 
reach  of  future  Legislative  influence.  It  estab- 
lished the  doctrine  that  one  systematic  financier 
was  better  able  to  originate  money  bills  and  tax 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  than  the  whole 
collected  wisdom  of  their  Repsesentatives^  with 
the  aid  of  a  reciprocity  of  feelinff.  It  ^ve  rise  to 
the  idea  of  a  Sinkine  Fund,  wi^out  limitation  as 
to  amount,  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  few 
trustees,  and  there  to  be  protected  from  Legisla- 
tive control  by  aU  the  sanctions  and  securities  an- 
nexed to  private  property.  In  short,  it  established 
the  doctrme  that  all  autnority  coold  be  more  safe- 
ly intrusted  to,  and  better  executed  by  a  few,  than 
by  many ;  and,inpursuanceof  thisidea,made  more 
#bntinual  drifts  of  authority  from  the  Repre- 
sentative branch  of  the  Government,  and  placed 
it  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive ;  lessening,  by 
this  mechanism  of  administration,  the  constitu- 
tional influ^ce  of  the  people  in  the  Government 
and  fundamentally  changing  its  native  genius  ana 
original  principle.  He  (Mr.  G.)  knew otno compe- 
tent remedy  against  the  abominable  evils  to  be  ap- 
prehended from  the  future  operation  of  these  un- 
nallowed  prinoiides,  but  a  permanent  .establish- 
ment of  the  candid  or  Republican  interest  in  this 
House ;  and  the  best  chance  of  effecting  this  great 
object  he  conceived  to  be  a  full  representation  of 
the  people.  His  alarms  respecting  these  fashion- 
able, energetic  principles  were  greatly  increased 
by  a  perspective  view  of  some  of  the  proposed 
measures  of  Government.  •  He  saw  systems  mtro- 
duoed  to  carve  out  of  the  common  rights  of  one 
part  of  the  community  privileges,  monopolies,  ex- 
clusive rights,  dbcM  for  the  benefit  of  another,  with 
no  other  view,  in  nis  opinion,  but  to  create  nurse- 
ries of  immediate  dependants  up(m  the  Govern- 
ment, whose  interest  will  always  stimulate  them 
to  sui^rt  its  measures,  however  iniquitous  and 
tyrannical,  and.  indeed,  the  very  emoluments  which 
will  compose  the  price  of  Aeir  attachment  to  the 
Government  will  grow  out  of  a  tyrannical  viola- 
tion of  the  rights  oi  others.  He  would  forbear  to 
mention  a  variety  of  other  circumstances,  to  prove 
that  principle  havixig  a  tendency  to  change  the 
very  nature  of  the  Government,  have  pervaded 
even  the  minutest  ramifications  of  its  nscal  ar- 
rangements, nor  would  he  dwell  upon  the  undue 
infiuence  to  be  apprehended  from  moneyed  fo^ 
reigners,  who  had  become  adventurers  in  thefimds, 
nor  the  various  avenues  opened  to  facilitate  the 
operation  of  corruption.    He  would  merely  re^ 


mark,  that,  actin^^  under  impressions  produced  by 
these  considerations,  and  strengthened  by  others 
not  less  pertinent  and  important,  suggested  by  a 
number  of  gentlemen,  in  the  course  of  the  discus- 
sion of  this  subject,  and  believing  that  a  full  re- 
presentation of  the  people  will  furnish  the  only 
chance  of  remedy  for  the  existing,  and  a  compe- 
tent protection  against  future  evils,  he  should 
feel  himself  criminisLl  if  by  his  vote  he  should  give 
up  a  single  Representative  authorized  by  the  Con- 
stitution. The  same  impressions  would  have  in- 
duced him  to  have  voted  for  the  proposition  which 
gave  one  hundred  and  twentv  members,  had  it 
not  been  for  a  conscientious  ana  paramount  regard 
for  the  preservation  of  the  Constitution,  The  di& 
ference  of  the  position  of  the  members  throughout 
the  United  States,  which  would  have  been  as- 
sumed by  the.  difierence  in  the  manner  of  makloj; 
the  apportionment,  never  amounted  to  the  mioj^ 
mum  of  a  consideration  with  him  against  the  pro- 
position ;  for  he  felt  a  conviction  that  the  agricul- 
tural or  equalizing  interest  was  nearly  the  same 
throiurhout  all  parts  of  the  United  States ;  and  h^ 
hopeathat  the  increased  representation  would  fur- 
nisn  strong  testimonies  of  the  truth  of  the  position. 
He  would  remark,  generally,  the  Government  of 
America  was  now  in  a  state  of  puberty,  that  is, 
at  this  time.  She  is  to  assume  a  fixed  character, 
and  he  thouffht  it  in  some  degree  rested  upon  the 
vote  now  to  oe  giveiij  whether  she  would  preserve 
the  simplicity,  chastity^  and  purity  of  her  native 
representation  and  Republicanism,  in  which  alone 
the  true  di^gnity  and  greatness  of  her  character 
must  <^onsist ;  or  whether  she  will,  so  early  in 
youth^  prostitute  herself  to  the  venal  and  borrow- 
ed artinces  and  corruptions  of  a  stale  and  pam- 
pered Monarchy  "l  Whatever  his  own  opinions 
or  suspicions  may  be  respecting  the  tendency  of 
the  present  Administration,  ana  whatever  may  be 
the  discussion  of  to^y,  he  should  still  preserve  a 
hope  that  the  increased  representation,  supported 
by  the  enlightened  spirit  of  the  people  at  large, 
will  form  an  efiectual  resistance  to  the  pressure 
of  the  whole  vices  of  the  Administration,  and  may 
yet  establish  the  Government  upon  a  broad,  per- 
manent, and  Republican  basis. 

When  Mr.  Giles  had  concluded,  the  Commit- 
tee rose,  and  reported  an  amendment,  viz :  to  fill 
up  the  blank  with  the  word  "  thirty-three ;"  which 
was  carried  in  the  afilrmative — yeas  34,  nays  30, 
as  follows : 

YiAB^ — Fisher  Ames,  Robert  BamweU,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Ellas  Boudinot,  Sheanashub  Bourne,  Bei\jamin 
Bourne,  Abraham  Obuk,  Jonathan  Davton,  Thomas 
Fitzsimons,  Elbridge  Geny,  Nich<da8  Gilman,  Benja- 
min Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  Andrew  Gregg,  Thomas 
Hartley,  Daniel  Heister,  James  HiUhouse,  Daniel  Hu- 
ger,  Lnrael  Jacobs,  Aaron  Kltchell,  John  W.  Kittera, 
Amasa  Learned,  Samnel  Lirermore,  Nathaniel  Nfles, 
Theodore  Sedgwidt,  Jeremiah  8mfdi,  Israel  SmiUi, 
Willism  Smith,  Jonathan  Storges,  Peter  Sylvester, 
George  Thatdier,  John  Vinmg,  Jeteniiah  Wadswttfth, 
and  Artemas  Ward, 

Natsj— John  Batrtist  Ariie,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John 
Bfown,  William  AndleT,  WiUiuB  B.  Gilea,  Baainel 
Griffin,  William  Banr  Gme,  PhiHp  Key,  John  Lau- 
xwMh  RidMi4  Bland  Le^  Natbaiuel  llaoon,  Jamea 
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Mttdlioii,  John  Prancts  Mercer,  Andrew  Moore,  Frede- 
rick Augnstus  Muhlenberg,  WiDUm  Vane  Murrey,  John 
Page,  Jonah  Parker,  Comefiue  C.  Sc^ooamaker,  Joshua 
Beney,  Upton  Sheridine,  John  Steele,  Swnnel  Sterrett, 
Thomas  Sompter,  Thomaa  Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor 
Tucker,  Ahrduun  Venable,  Alezandef  Whke^  Hu^ 
Williamson,  and  Francis  Willis. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  together  with  the 
amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time 
to-morrow. 

A  message  fVom  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  a^ree  to  the  amendment  proposed 
by  this  House  to  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled ^An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the 
establishment  and  support  of  light-houses,  beacons, 
buoys,  and  public  piers." 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  sent 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^  An  act  for  altermg  the 
times  of  holding  the  Circuit  Courts  in  certain  Dis- 
tricts of  the  United  States  and  for  other  pur- 
poses." Whereupon  the  said  bill  was  amended  at 
the  Clerk's  t^le,  and  was  then  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

Ordered^  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  ac- 
quaint the  Senate  therewith. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  sundry 
papers  and  documents,  relative  to  the  late  cam- 
paign, under  General  St  Clair,  transmitted  pur- 
suant to  the  directions  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  and  papers  be 
referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  mquire 
into  the  causes  of  the  failure  of  the  late  expe- 
dition under  Major  General  St,  Clair. 

The  House  rcsoired  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Wh(^  House  on  the  bill  to  extend  the  time 
heretofore  granted  for  the  payment  of  the  duties 
on  certain  teas  imp6rted  after  the  third  d&y  of 
March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
one;  and,  no  amendment  heiast  made  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled "  An  act  concerning  Consuls  and  Vice  Con- 
suls ;"  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chair- 
man reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the 
said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  several 
amendments  thereto;  which  were  severally  twiee 
read^  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  die  said  bill,  together  with  the 
amendments,  be  r^ui  the  third  time  to-morrow. 


ToESDAY,  April  10. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gbrrt  be  a{q[Knnted,  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Sad^wick,  on  the  committee  to 
whom  it  was  referred  to  inquire  into  the  causes 
of  the  fiiilure  of  the  late  expedition  under  Majer 
General  Bt  Ctaif . 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  (^  An  act 
eoneemmg  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,"  together 
with  the  amendments  thereto,  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  l^  to  extend  the  time  heretofore 


granted  for  the  payment  of  the  duties  on  certain 
teas,  imported  arter  the  third  day  of  Mareh,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one,  was  read 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  apportioning  Representa- 
tives among  the  several  States,  according  to  the 
first  Enumeration,  at  the  ratio  of  one  for  every 
thirty-three  thousand  persons  in  the  respective 
States,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  FiNDLBT,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Henry  Hill,  on  behalf  of 
himself  and  others,  made  a  teport;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  ^  bill  to  indemnify  the 
estate  of  the  late  Major  General  Nathaniel  Gh-eene 
for  a  certain  bond  entered  into  by  him  for  the 
public  service,  durins;  the  late  war. 

Mr!  MuHLEfNBBRG,lrom  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Moses  Younf,  made  a 
report;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  Be  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Senbt,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  direct  the  settlement  of  a  certain 
claim  of  the  State  of  Maryland;  which  was  re- 
ceived, and  read  twice  and  committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  indemnify  the 
estate  of  the  late  Major  General  Nathaniel  Greenfe 
for  a  certain  bond  entered  into  by  him  for  the 
public  service,  during  the  late  war;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein^  the  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under 
consideration,  and  ipade  several  amendments 
thereto;  which  were  severally  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

And  then  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said 
bilL  together  with  the  amendments  be  engrossed, 
and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow,  it  was  resolvea 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  37,  nays  23,  as  follows: 

Tba8« — Fisher  Ames,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Robert 
BamweU,  Egbert  Benson,  Sheaijashnb  Bonme,  Benjap 
min  Bourne,  William  FSndley,  Thomas  Filuimons,  Bl- 
bridge  Oeny,  William  B.  Giles,  iamee  Gordon,  Andrew 
Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  Thomas  H«itl^,  Daniel  Heister, 
Daniel  Huger,  PyUpKey,  John  W.  Kittera,  John  Lau- 
ranoe,  Amasa  Leaned,  Riduod  Bland  Lee,  Saurael  Li- 
vermore,  James  Madison,  John  Francis  Mercer,  Frede- 
rick Augustus  Muhlenberg,  Wiffiam  Y aas  Muiray,  John 
Page,  Joiiah  Parker,  Theodore  Sedgwkk,  Upton  Sheii- 
dine,  l^i^lliam  Smith,  SaMuel  Stenett,  Geoige  Thatdier, 
Abraham  Venable,  John  Vining,  Jeremiah  Wadswoithy 
and  Francis  WiUis. 

H<^TS^-John  Baptist  Ashe,  Eliae  Boudinet,  J(4n 
Brown,  Abraham  Churk,  Beiyamin  Goodhue, ' WiUiatn 
Bany  Grove,  James  HiHhoose,  Israel  Jacobs,  Aaron 
KiteheU.  Nathaniel'  Maeon,  Andrew  Moore,  Nathaniel 
Niles,  Uomelias  C.  Sdieonmakier,  Joshua  Beney,  Jere- 
miah Smith,  Israel  Bmadh,  John  Steele,  Jonathan  Stnr- 
ges,  Thomas  Sompter,  Thomas  Tvsdwell,  Artemas 
Ward,  Alexander  White,  and  Hugh  Williamson* 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  th^  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  na- 
tional defence,  by  estabhshing  an  uniform  Militia 
throughout  the  United  States;",  and  the  same  be- 
ing rnul,  several  were  agreed  to. 
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Oardered,  Tkat  the  further  consideration  9f  the 
wfi^  amendments  be  postponed  ontil  to*morrow. 


Wednesday,  April  11. 

A  memorial  of  Jolm  de  Neufrille,  late  a  citizen 
of  imd  merchant  in  Amsterdam,  bat  now  of  Cam- 
bridge, in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  praying  to  be  reimr 
borsed  for  sundry  adrances  of  money  and  supplies 
in  fljupport  of  the  American  eauae,  during  the  late 
war;  alsa  for  the*  Iosms  he  sustained  m  conse- 
quence or  his  exertions  to  produce  a  commercial 
tceaty  between  Hattaad  and  the  United  States, 
and  an  acknowledgment  of  American  Independ- 
ence. Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  with 
instruction  to  examine  the  same,  and  report  his 
opinion  thereupon  to  the  House,  at  the  next  Session 
of  Congress. 

A  potion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  of 
Cincinnati  and  Columbia,  and  the  settlements  upon 
the  Little  Miami,  m  the  Northwestern  Territory 
of  the  United  States,  was  preseoled  to  the  House 
«nd  read,  praying  to  be  quieted  in  their  respective 
locations  and  settlements,  to  which  they  suppose 
themselves  entitled,  under  the  purchase  made  by 
John  CUeves  Symmes,  and  his  associates,  of  the 
United  States.  Referred  to  Mr.  Futdlbt,  Mr. 
Benson.  Mr.  Madusok,  Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Caro- 
lina,  ana  Mr.  Baldwin;  that  they  do  examine  the 
matter  thereof^  and  report  the  same,  with  their 
opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  indemnify  the  estate  of  the 
late  Major  G^eral  Nathaniel  Greene,  for  a  certain 
bond  entered  into  by  him  for  the  public  serFice, 
during  the  late  war,  was  read  the  third  time ;  and 
the  question  beingjput  that  the  same  do  pass,  it  was 
resolved  in,  the  affirmatiye-^yeas  33,  nays  24,  as 
follows: 

YfeA&r— Fiiher  Amoi,  AbndMin  Baldwin,  Robert 
Bacswsli,  Egbert  Benson*  Shesmsbub  Boame,  Bepja- 
min  Bonmo»  William  Findlej,  ThomMFttanmens,  £1- 
bridge  G«nj>  WiUita  B.  Giiet,  Andrew  Gregg,  Semuel 
Oriibi,  Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Heiat^,  PhiliD  Key, 
John  W.  Kittara«  John  Laurance,  Amasa  Learned,  Bi^- 
•rd  Bland  Lee,  Sunael  IdTi^nnore,  James  Madiaon,  John 
rmacia  Mateer,  FracbBcfc  Ai«a«tBa  Muhknbarg,  WB- 
Baai  Vans  Mminr,  JdiA  Pi^a,  ioaiah  Pailbir,  William 
Bmith,  ^toosl  SlMtett,  G«orge  Thalabw,  Abeaham 
VenaUa,  Joha  ViiMiig»JwfiwaiJi  WadMrorth,  and  Fratt' 
daWflha. 

Nats^— John  Baptist  Ashe,  Eliaa  Boodinat,  John 
BxOwn,  Afanftiam  Claak,  Baajamin  Ooodhue^  Jamea 
Gotdon,  WUiam  Bany  jGrere,  Jaiav  aiMhottae,  krael 
.JaeObfl,  Aaron  Kitchell,  Natbanial  Maoon,  Andrew 
liMiia,  I^athaaiel  Nifea,  Covadiua  O.  fiohoonmakar, 
Joahna  Banoy,  Jeiamiah  Banth,  Israel  toith,  John 
Bteek,  Jonathan  Bturgaa,  Thomas  Botnplar,  Thomas 
Tradwell,  Aztamas  Ward,  Alexander  Wh&a,and  Hugh 
WiOiaaaon. 

Mr.  FiTzsinoMS,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
noeaented  a  bill  for  raising  a  farther  sum  or  money 
mr  the  protection  of  the  frontiers ;  which  was  re- 
oeiyed,and  read  twice  and  committed. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 


emtilfed  "Anactmoree^lually  toprpyid^forjjbje' 
national  defence^  by  establishing  iw  uniform  ^"^ 
tia  throuffbottt  the  United  States,''  A)^  Hving 
jaadefuitWprogress  thisrein,  an  adjournmept  waa 
called  for:  Whereupoo,  the  aeyerai  orders  of  the 
day  were  ftirther  postponed  until  io^aorrow* 

THnnsBAT,  April  13. 

A  petition  of  John  Gibbons,  Treasurer  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  jvus  presented  to  the  House  ^od 
read,  praying  that  separate  certificates  may  bQ 
issued  for  the  pa^y  of  the  officers  of  the  late  Geor^i^ 
line,,  agreeably  to  a  general  certificate  of  the 
list  of  balances  due  Uiem,  signed  by  the  late 
Commissioner  of  Army  Accounts,  ana  lodged  in 
the  Treasury  thereof.  Referred  to  the  Secretary 
of  War,  witn  instruction  to  examine  the  same,  and 
repprt  his  opinion  thereupon  to  the  House. 

THE  MILITIA  BILL. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "  An  act  more  effectually  to  proyide  for 
the  nationd  defence,  by  establishmg  an  unifbrm 
Militia  throughout  the  United  States  f*  and  the 
two  last  amendments  being  read,  for  adding  to  the 
end  of  the  bill  the  following  sections,  to  wit : 

<<  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  President  of 
the  United  States  is  hereby  authorized  to  call  out  the 
Militia,  or  such  part  thereof,  as  the  exigence  may,  in  his 
opinion  require,  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  sup- 
press insurrections,  and  repel  invasions.  And  when 
Mifitia  are  employed  in  the  serrice  of  the  United  States, 
they  shall  receive  the  same  pay  and  allowanoea  aa  are 
now  made  to  the  troops  in  aerrice. 

«  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted.  That,  if  any  officer  or 
jmyate  soldkr  of  the  Militia,  being  ordered  into  llie  aet- 
yice  of  the  United  States,  puranant  to  thepowera  herein 
given,  Aall  refiise  obedience  to  such  orders,  he  ahall  loa- 
feittotheuaeoftha  United  Statea  a  sum  not  exceeding 
the  amount  of  one  year's  pay  of  such  oflicer  or  soldier 
reapectively,  as  herein  eatabliahed.  And  the  Militia, 
while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  ahall  be  sub- 
ject to  the  Rules  and  Articles  of  War.  Provuid;  That  the 
Courts  Martial  by  whom  they  shall  be  subject  to  be  tried, 
shall  be  composed  entirely  of  Militia  ofiicers  of  the  same 
State  with  the  ofienders* 

A  motion  was  made^  and  the  question  l^eing  put, 
to  amend  the  first  of  the  said  amendmenta,  by 
adding  thereto  the  following  proyiao: 

«  Provided,  alwaye.  That  tha  powers  herein  given  to 
the  Preaident  of  the  United  Statea  iw  calling  the  Militia 
into  aervke,  be  and  oealiniie  in  force  until  the  end  of 
the  next  session  of  Congress,  and  no  longer:" 

It  was  resolyed  in  the  affirmatiye — yeas  37,  Jiays 
20,  as  follows: 

Tt  AS. — ^Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben* 
son,  EKas  Boudinot,  Shearjaakab  Bourne,  Benjamfai 
Bourne,  Abraham  Clait,  Thorns  Fitnimona,  Nnholaa 
<Hhaan,  Benjamin  Oooihue,  Andrew  Gregg,  Sanmel 
Griffin,  Thomaa  Hartley,  Daniel  fieister,  Jamea  Hill- 
bouae,  Daniel  Hnger,  Aaron  Kitehell,  iohn  W.  Kittera, 
John  Laurance,  Amaaa  Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee, 
Jamea  Madiaon,  And>ew  Moore,  Frederick  Augaplna 
Muhlenberg,  William  Vana  Murray,  Nathaniel  J^lilea, 
Joihna  ScMyt  Upton  Sheridiw),  Janaiiah  Smith,.Bam- 
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uel  Stenett,  Peter  SrlTester,  George  Thatcher,  Thonuui 
TredweU,  Thoma*  Tudor  Tucker,  John  Vining,  Jere- 
miah Wadsworth,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

NATSiT-Jokn  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  El- 
hridge  Gerry,  William  B.  Giles,  William  Bany  Grove, 
Philip  Key,  Samuel  Livermore,  Nathaniel  Macon,  John 
Francis  Mercer,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Cornelius 
C.  Schoonmaker,  Israel  Smith,  William  Smith,  John 
Stede,  Jonathan  Sturges,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Abraham 
Venule,  Alezandn  White,  and  Francis  Willis. 

Pending  the  consideration  of  the  foregoing 
amendments  the  following  debate  took  place: 

Mr.  Mercer  opposed  the  section  empowering  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  call  out  the  Militia. 
He  considered  the  subject  too  im^jortant  to  receive 
a  hasty  decision;  and  as  the  session  is  so  near  its 
close,  and  no  immediate  necessity  exists  to  make 
the  provision,  he  hoped  it  would  be  postponed  to 
the  next  session. 

Mr.  Steele  objected  to  the  section;  he  consi- 
dered it  as  having  an  inauspicious  aspect;  that  it 
was  an  insult  to  tne  majesty  of  the  people  to  hold 
out  the  idea  that  it  may  be  necessary  to  execute 
the  laws  at  the  point  ofthe  bayonet.  He  moved, 
as  an  amendment,  "  that  nothmg  in  this  act  shall 
be  construed  to  empower  the  President  to  march 
the  militia  of  one  State  into  another."  He  said 
he  had  no  doubt  that  there  were  in  every  State  a 
sufficient  number  of  persons  well  informed,  and 
attached  to  Gktvemment,  to  quell  any  insurrec- 
tion, and  to  restore  good  order. 

Mr.  Benson  supported  the  section.  He  ob- 
served that  the  question  must  be  met  some  time 
or  other ;  and  he  conceived  that  it  would  be  a  per- 
fect nullity  to  pass  a  militia  law  without  the  pro- 
vision contemplated  b^  the  amendment;  for^  he 
asked,  to  what  purpose  is  it  to  constitute  a  militia, 
if  they  are  not  to  he  made  any  use  of  to  support 
the  laws?  According  to  a  doctrine  which  was 
avowed  in  the  House  yesterday,  the  institution  of 
a  militia  is  to  enable  the  individual  States  to  op- 
pose the  encroachments  which  may  be  made  on 
them  by  the  Greneral Government!  This,  he  con- 
ceived, was  an  entire  new  doctrine;  sucn  a  doc- 
trine as  was  never  before  heard  of.  What  sort  of 
Grovemment  must  that  be,  which  is  authorized  to 
pass  laws,  and  at  the  same  time  has  no  power  to 
carry  those  laws  into  execution?  He  said  that 
such  a  discretionary  power  was  lodged  in  the  Su- 
preme Executive  of  the  several  States,  and  for 
exactly  the  same  purposes  specified  in  the  amend- 
ment; and  he  had  never  heard  it  objected  to  be- 
fore. Gentlemen  contend  that  this  power  is  pro- 
per, as  it  resi>ects  the  several  States,  but  hu^hly 
imj^roper  as  it  respects  the  Government  ofthe 
United  States.  Wnat  sort  of  a  situation,  said  he, 
does  this  place  this  Government  in? 

Mr.  Williamson  objected  to  the  amendment, 
as  imperfect  in  its  construction,  and  as  containing 
some  dangerous  principles. 

Mr.  Livermore  also  opposed  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Gerry  opposed  the  amendment,  as  vesting 
a  dan^rous  power  in  the  Supreme  Executive; 
that  circumstances  did  not  render  the  delegation 
necessary.    The  people  of  the  several  States  ap- 
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pear  disposed  to  submit  to  the  laws,  and  such  an 
exigency  ought  not  to  be  anticipated. 

Mr.  Murray  said  he  had  voted  in  the  affirma- 
tive on  the  amendment  which  had  just  been  an- 
nexed to  the  amendment  from  the  Senate,  because 
it  limited  the  duration  of  a  power  which  struck 
his  mind  as  rather  large  and  undefined  as  to  its 
objects.    He  should  now  vote  against  the  whole 
as  amended;  and  he  was  at  liberty  so  to  do,  inas- 
much as  he  had  voted  for  the  amendment,  because 
he  wished,  if  the  gjift  of  such  power  was  to  be 
made,  to  circumscribe,  at  least,  its  duration.    He 
professed  himself  a  friend  to  energetic  Govern- 
ment, but  wished  to  communicate  such  energy^ 
through  well  defined  channels,  and  to  see  it  di- 
rected towards  constitutional  opjects.    He  would 
go  as  far  as  most  men  in  enforcing  the  laws  of  the 
Union;  in  providing  for  the  caUing  out  of  the 
strength  ofthe  community  to  preserve  peace  and 
repel  force;  but  he  could  not  accede  to  the  idea 
contained  in  the  provision  of  that  section;  which 
was,  that  the  time,  the  cause,  and  the  place  in 
which  the  militia  were  to  be  called  out,  should  be 
all  left  to  the  discretion  of  one  man.    The  theory 
of  the  Goveimment  wajtranted  no  such  dereliction 
of  power  in  this  House,  nor  its  delegation  to 
another.    He  imagined  that,  as  the  Constitution 
had  contemplated  the  organizing  of  the  militia 
separately  from  the  provision  for  calling  them  into 
actual  service,  it  would  be  most  proper  to  sepa- 
rate these  different  objects  in  legislation.     He, 
therefore,  hoped  the  amendment,  as  amended, 
would  be  neeatived;  and  that  a  committee  would 
be  appointed  immediately  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  ae- 
complish  its  objects  with  proper  modifications.  To 
create  and  organize  a  militia,  was  one  thing — to 
provide  for  calling  it  forth  to  execute  the  laws  of 
the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  inva- 
sions, was  another  and  separate  object.    These 
things  were  as  separate  in  their  natures,  as  they 
were  diversified  by  relative  inferiority  and  mag- 
nitude of  objects.    The  ingenuity  with  which  a 
weapon  b  formed,  bears  no  comparison  with  the 
principles  and  wisdom  under  which  its  use  and 
direction  are  to  be  applied.  Of  aU  the  offices  of  poli- 
tics, the  most  irksome  and  delicate  is  that  by  wnich 
a  Legislature  directs  the  military  force  of  the  com- 
mumty  to  its  own  conservation,  as  it  presupposes 
situations  in  which  resistance  to  the  Uovemment 
itself  is  contemplated.    Hence,  we  see  a  jealousy 
even  in  England  of  the  use  of  the  sword,  when 
drawn  against  anypart  of  the  community.  It  was 
surely  the  duty  of  (Jongress  to  define,  with  as  much 
accuracy  as  possible,  those  situations  which  are 
to  Justily  the  execution  in  its  interposition  of  a 
military  force.  The  bill  he  had  in  view,  he  hoped, 
would  attempt  to  mark  with  precision  the  objects 
the  Constitution  looked  towards,  under  the  words 
"execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  and  suppress  in- 
surrections." What  was  the  occasion  to  warrant 
force  of  that  species,  was  the  first  object:    Who 
was  to  judge  of  its  existence,  was  another:    The 
space  or  district  to  which  the  draft  should  be  or 

I  not  be  confined,  was  another.  And  the  duration 
of  the  service,  another.  Among  these  considera- 
tions, it  could  not  be  forgotten  that  the  civil  arm 
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was  ever  to  be  united,  if  not  commanding ;  and 
how  far  the  Marshals  and  Judges  of  the  Courts  of 
the  Union  ought  not  to  hare  a  power  on  this  sub- 
ject^ deserved  more  time  than  the  House  seemed 
mchned  at  present  to  ffive  this  bill.  He  would 
take  the  occasion  to  declare  he  had  no  jealousy  as 
to  abuses  of  powers  but  this  Government  is  to  be 
administered  according  to  written  law,  applying 
to  defined  objects  and  situations.  It  was  a  Gro- 
vernment  of  definition,  and  not  of  trust  and  dis- 
cretion. After  the  objects  are  well  described  up- 
on which  the  military  force  is  to  act,  the  evidence 
of  the  occasion  settled,  and  the  sphere  and  du- 
ration limited,  he  would  heartily  support  the  most 
energetic  mode  in  which  the  object  should  be 
reached,  and  the  occasion  obeyed.  He  therefore 
hoped  the  amendment  would  be  negatived,  and  leave 
given  for  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  separate  bill. 

The  main  question  beingnow  put,  that  this  House 
doth  a^ee  to  the  said  amendment,  as  amended,  it 
passed  m  the  negative— -yeas  24,  nays  37^  follows : 
YxA8« — ^Fisher  Ames,  Robert  iBamwell,  jBgbert  Ben- 
mm,  8heima8hab  Bourne,  Bemamin  Bourne,  William 
Findley,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  NicholaB  Gilman,  Benja- 
min Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  Andrew  Gregg,  Thomas 
Hartley,  James  Hillhouse,  John  W.  Kittera,  John  Lau- 
lance,  Amasa  Learned,  Jeremiah  Smith,  William  Smith, 
Samuel  Sterrett,  Peter  Sylvester,  George  Thatcher, 
John  y  ining,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

Nats. — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Elias 
Boudinot,  John  Brown,  Abraham  Clark,  Elbiidge  Ger* 
ly,  William  B.  Giles,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Bany 
Grove,  Daniel  Heister,  Daniel  Huger,  Philip  Key,  Aaron 
Kitchell,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Samuel  Livermore,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  James  Madison,  John  Francis  Mercer, 
Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  Wil- 
liam Vans  Murray,  Nathaniel  Niles,  John  Page,  Josiah 
Parker,  Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker,  Joshua  Seney,  Up- 
ton Sheridine,  Israel  Smith,  John  Steele,  Jonathan  Stur- 
ges,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Thomas  Tu- 
dor Tucker,  Abraham  Venable,  Alexander  White,  Hugh 
Williamson,  and  Francis  Willis. 

Resolved^  That  this  House  doth  disagree  to  the 
said  amendment. 

The  last  amendment  was  then  again  read,  and 
on  the  question  put  thereupon,  was  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  ac- 
quaint the  Senate  therewith. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  for  calling  forth 
the  militia,  when  necessary,  to  execute  the  laws 
of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  in- 
Tasions ;  and  that  Mr.  White,  Mr.  Gerry,  and 
Mr.  Murray,  be  the  said  committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  regulating  processes  in  the 
Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  providing  com- 
pensations for  the  officers  of  the  said  Courts,  and 
for  jurors  and  witnesses,"  together  with  the  amend- 
ments thereto,  which  were  reported  by  a  com- 
mittee on  the  fourth  instant,  be  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Findley  be  appointed,  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Gerry,  on  the  committee  to 
whom  it  was  referred  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of 
the  failure  of  the  late  expedition  under  Major 
General  St.  Clair. 


The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  direct  the  settle- 
ment of  a  certain  claim  of  the  State  of  Maryland; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee 
reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Friday,  April  13. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  respecting  the  act,  entitled  "  An 
act  repealing,  after  the  last  day  of  June  next,  the 
duties  heretofore  laid  upon  distilled  spirits,  and 
laying  others  in  their  stead,  and  also  upon  spirits 
distilled  within  the  United  States,  and  for  appro- 
priatiug  the  same ;"  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee 
had  had  the  said  report  under  consideration,  and 
agreed  to  several  resdutions  thereupon;  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  laid  before  the  House  a  communication  of 
the  eleventh  instant^  from  the  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary of  Great  Britain  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
relative  to  the  commerce  of  the  two  countries ; 
together  with  their  explanatory  correspondence, 
and  the  Secretary  of  State's  Letter  to  him  on  the 
subject.  The  communication  and  letters  referred 
to  in  the  said  Message  were  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

A  memorial  was  presented  from  William  Ha- 
bum,  setting  forth  that  he  had  applied  ]rester- 
dav  to  the  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Court  in  this  city 
to  be  put  on  the  pension  list  pursuant  to  a  late  law 
of  Congress ;  and  that  thei  Court  having  refused 
to  take  cognizance  of  his  case,  he  was  obliged  to 
apply  to  Congress  for  relief. 

Tne  sitting  Judges  were  Messrs.  Wilson,  Blair, 
and  Petexs;  and  from  an  account  which  Mr.  Bou- 
dinot gave  in  his  place,  it  appeared  that  the  Court 
thought  the  exammation  of  mvalids  a  very  extra- 
ordinary duty  to  be  imposed  on  the  Judges ;  and 
looked  on  the  law  which  imposes  that  duty  as  an 
unconstitutional  one,  inasmuch  as  it  directs  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  state  the  mistakes  of  the 
Judges  to  Congress  for  their  revision;  they  could 
not,  therefore,  accede  to  a  regulation  tending  to 
render  the  Judiciary  subject  to  the  Legislative  and 
Executive  powers,  which, from  a  regard  for  liber- 
ty and  the  Uonstitution^  ought  to  be  kept  carefully 
distinct ;  it  being  a  primary  principle  of  the  ut- 
most importance,  that  no  decision  of  the  Judiciary 
Department  should^  under  any  pretext,  be  brought 
in  revision  before  either  the  Legislative  or  Execu- 
tive Departments  of  the  Government,  neither  of 
which  have,  in  any  instance,  a  revisionary  autho- 
rity over  the  judicial  proceedings  of  the  courts  oi 
justice. 

Another  objection  on  the  part  of  the  Judges 
was,  that,  whereas,  there  are  laws  now  in  force, 
prescribing  a  day,  oeyond  which  the  Courts  shall 
not  sit;  this  new  law  declares  that  the  Court  shall 
sit  five  days  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  claims, 
whether  they  be  ofiered  or  not;  and  leaves  nothing 
to  the  discretion  and  integrity  of  the  judges,  to  sit 
as  long  as  they  have  pubhc  business  to  do. 
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This  being  the  first  instance  in  which  a  court 
of  justice  had  declared  a  law  of  Congress  to  be 
unconstitutional,  the  novelty  of  the  case  produced 
a  variety  of  opinions  with  respect  to  the  measures 
to  be  taken  on  the  occasion.  At  length  a  com- 
mittee of  five  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
facts  contained  in  the  memorial,  and  to  report 
thereon. 

During  the  course  of  the  debate,  it  was  men- 
tioned th&t  the  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Court,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  had  consented  to  examine 
invalids  pursuant  to  the  law  in  question,  but  on 
this  principle:  Congress,  they  thought,  have  a 
right  m  appointing  commissioners  for  any  special 
purpose,  to  desi^ate  the  persons,  as  well  by  any 
official  titles  with  which  they  are  vested,  as  by 
their  proper  names;  wherefore,  although  they 
would  not,  in  their  judicial  capacity,  undertake 
the  examination  of  invalids ;  yet,  as  commission- 
ers, they  devoted  each  day  an  hour  to  the  busi- 
ness, af^er  the  adjournment  of  the  Court. 

Mr.  Murray  urged  the  necessity  of  passing  a 
law  to  point  out  some  regular  mode  in  which  the 
Judges  of  the  Courts  of  the  United  States  shall 
give  official  notice  of  their  refusal  to  act  imder 
any  law  of  Congress,  on  the  ground  of  imconsti- 
tutionality. 

No  regular  motion,  however,  was  made  on  the 
subject,  which  lies  over  for  future  consideration. 

Monday,  April  16. 

Mr.  Clark,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Newark,  praying  compensation  for  an  Academy 
which  was  destroyed  by  the  enemy  during  the 
late  war,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  Letter 
from  the  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United 
States,  held  Tor  the  New  York  district ;  and  of 
their  opinion  and  agreement  respecting  the  "Act 
to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of 
widows  and  orphans,  barred  by  the  limitations 
heretofore  established,  and  to  regulate  the  claims 
to  invalid  pensions." 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  regulating  processes  in  the 
Courts  of  the  United  States  and  providing  com- 
pensations for  the  officers  ot  the  said  Courts,  and 
for  jurors  and  witnesses,"  together  with  the  amend- 
ments thereto ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  haa 
had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  made  some 
amendments  thereto ;  which  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table.  The  several  orders  of 
the  day  were  further  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  April  17. 

Mr.  White,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  Militia 
to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insur- 
rectionsj  and  repel  invasions;  which  was  received, 
read  twice,  and  committed. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing his  reports  on  the  several  petitions  of  Simon 
Nathan,  Mary  Wooster,  Daniel  Ellis,  and  Samuel 
How,  executors  of  John  How,  deceased,  Ezra 
Stiles,  on  behalf  of  the  President  and  Fellows  of 
Yale  College,  in  Connecticut,  and  of  Philip  Ver- 
plank ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretarv  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing his  report  of  tne  amount  and  value  of  exports 
from  each  State  for  one  year,  pursuant  to  an  order 
of  the  second  instant :  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  lai^  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  stating  such 
farther  appropriations  of  money  as  will  be  neces- 
sary for  me  services  of  the  present  year ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  Mr.  Fitz- 
8IM0NS,  Mr.  Benson,  and  Mr.  Key,  with  instruc- 
tion to  report  thereon  by  way  of  bill  or  bills. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompan^r- 
ing  his  report  on  the  several  petitions  of  Lewis 
Van  Woort,  Jacob  Green,  and.  others,  surviving 
partners  of  Nathaniel  Green  and  Company,  Ben- 

iamin  Van  Fossan,  administrator  of  Peter  Van 
Gossan,  deceased,  Thomas  Hart,  John  Holbrook, 
Ludwig  Kuhn,  Levy  Bartleson,  Abiel  Smith, 
William  Harris.  Webb  &  White,  John  Crumpton, 
and  Griffith  Jones,  respectively  praying  compen- 
sation for  supplies  furnished  during  the  late  war ; 
also,  on  the  several  petitions  of  Abraham  Darling- 
ton, John  Wilson,  John  Franklin,  Mary  M'Cullen, 
Christian  Harner.  William  Lane,  Peter  MiSer, 
John  Jones,  Adolphus  Brower,  John  Harly,  Henry 
Walton,  and  Ricnard  Green,  respectively  praying 
compensation  for  damages  done,  and  property 
taken,  by  the  army  of  the  United  States  during 
the  late  war;  also,  on  the  several  petitions  of 
Christian  Knipe,  John  Smyth,  Nathaniel  Tracy, 
and  Roser  M'Lean,  respectively  pravins  compen- 
sation for  transportation  during  the  late  war; 
which  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanying 
his  report  on  sundry  papers  referred  to  him,  con^ 
ceming  a  marine  hospital  at  the  town  of  Wash- 
ington, in  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  on  the  me- 
morial of  the  Marine  Society  of  Boston,  on  the 
subject  of  marine  hospitals;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  Mr.  Ames,  Mr.  Sterrett, 
and  Mr.  Parker. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  a  grant  and  conveyance  of  certain 
lands  to  the  Ohio  Company  of  Associates,"  with 
an  amendment ;  to  which  tney  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  raising  a  farther 
sum  of  money  for  the  protection  of  the  Frontiers ; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein^  reported  pro- 
gress, and  obtained  leave  to  sit  agam. 
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Wednesday,  April  18. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  William  Habum,  re- 
specting; the  refusal  of  the  Judges  of  the  Circuit 
Court  tor  the  district  of  Pennsylyania,  to  execute 
an  act  passed  at  the  present  session,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  proTide  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of 
widows  and  orphans,  barred  by  the  limitations 
heretofore  established,  and  to  regulate  the  claims 
to  invalid  pensions,"  made  a  report ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT^  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  for  settlings;  the  demands  of  An- 
thony Walton  White  a^^mst  the  United  States ; 
whicn  was  receiyed,  and  read  the  first  time. 

A  petition  of  Chfirles  Colvill  and  Jolm  Robert- 
son was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying 
to  be  paid  the  amount  of  their  ransom  from  slavery 
among  the  Ak^inesL  together  with  their  expenses 
in  traveling  nom  Algiers  to  Scotland,  ana  from 
thence  to  America ;  as  also,  that  measures  may  be 
taken  for  procuring  the  ransom  or  relief  from 
slavery  of  Captains  O'Brien  and  Stephens,  with 
their  respective  crews,  beinf  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  now  in  slavery  at  Algiers. 
Referred  to  Mr.  LAtiRANCE,  Mr.  Madison,  and 
Mr.  LivERHORE ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion 
thereupon,  to  tne  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Vice  President  having  requested  and  ob- 
tained leave  of  absence  from  me  Senate  for  the 
remainder  of  the  session,  Richard  Henrt  Lee 
was  duly  elected  President  of  the  Senate  pro  teTn- 
pom  ;  also,  that  the  Senate  have  jtassed  a  bill  en- 
titled "  An  act  making  alterations  in  the  Treasury 
and  War  Departments ;"  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

The  House  acrain  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  raisins  a 
farther  sum  of  money  for  the  protection  of  the 
Frontiers ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  made 
several  amendments  thereto;  which  were  severally 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  resolved  that  the  bill  sent 
from  this  House  entitled  '^  An  act  to  extend  the 
time  heretofore  granted  for  the  payment  of  the 
duties  on  certain  teas,  imported  after  the  third 
day  of  March,  1791,"  do  not  pass  to  a  third  read- 
ing. 


Thursday,  April  19. 

A  bill  for  settling  the  demands  of  Anthony 
Walton  White  agamst  the  United  States  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Goodhue,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  relative  to  the  compensations  to 
certain  officers  employed  in  the  collection  of  the 
duties  of  impost  and  tonnage  ^  which  was  received, 
read  twice,  and  committed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany. 


ing  his  report  on  the  petition  of  the  merchants  of 
Philadelpnia,  relative  to  the  erection  of  piers  fot 
the  convenience  of  the  navigation  of  the  river  De- 
laware ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred 
to  Mr.  FrrzsiMONS,  Mr.  Vining,  and  Mr.  Key. 
with  instructions  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill 
pursuant  thereto. 

PROTECTION  OP  THE  FRONTIERS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  oy  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  yesterday  to  the  ''bill  for  raising  a  further 
sum  of  money  for  the  protection  of  the  Frontiers ;" 
and  the  same  being  read  were  further  amended, 
and  agreed  to. 

A  motion  being  made  to  enhance  the  duty  on 
imported  hemp  and  cordage,  and  to  strike  out  im- 
ported cotton  from  articles  exempted  from  duty- 
Mr.  Bourne  said,  he  hoped  this  increase  would 
not  be  agreed  to:  the  navigation  of  the  United 
States  would  suffer  by  it,  as  the  supply  furnished 
by  the  cultivation  of  that  article  was  not  compe- 
tent to  the  demand. 

Mr.  White  said,  that  on  the  principle  of  uni- 
formity, he  thought  this  duty  ought  to  be  raised; 
but  when  it  is  considered  that  many  of  the  duties 
are  designed  to  encourage  the  manufactures  of 
the  United  States,  he  thought  that  equal  attention 
should  be  paid  to  the  agricultural  interest,  an  inte- 
rest as  important  as  any  other,  at  least. 

Mr.  Williamson  supported  the  amendment. 
He  said  the  independence  of  the  United  States,  in 
respect  to  its  aavi^tion,  was  so  important  an  ob- 
ject, that  he  conceived  everything  ought  to  be  done 
to  effect  it.  Among  others^  proper  encouragement 
should  be  given  to  the  raising  of  hemp,  especially 
when  it  is  considered  that  we  have  a  greater  pro- 
portion of  land  than  any  oUier  country ;  that  ex- 
periments have  proved  that  it  can  be  raised  to 
advantage;  that  it  will,  if  duly  encouraged,  con- 
duce to  rooting  out  the  cultivation  of  tobacco, 
which  impoverishes  the  soil,  and  is  a  mere  article 
of  luxury.  He  was  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the 
omission  of  this  duty  in  the  first  instance. 

Mr.  Parker  supported  the  amendment  He 
enlarged  on  the  ffood  policy  of  affording  this  en- 
couragement He  said,  if  the  gentleman  who 
moves  to  disagree  to  the  amenimient,  had  pro- 
posed to  reduce  the  duty  on  canvas,  he  thought  it 
would  be  more  consistent;  and,  in  this  case.  he. 
should  be  willing  to  relinquish  this  enhanced  duty 
on  hemp. 

Mr.  Goodhue  said  he  should  agree  to  the  en- 
hanced duty. 

Mr.  Laurance  opposed  it,  principally  on  ac- 
count of  its  being  a  tax  on  a  raw  material,  and  a 
very  essential  one,  too,  to  the  navigation  and  com- 
merce of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Madison  offered  some  remarks  in  favor  of 
the  enhanced  duty. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to.  Foreign  cot- 
ton bein£^  inserted  among  the  articles  to  be  ex- 
empted mm  duty — 

Mr.  Macon  moved  that  it  should  be  struck  out. 
He  thought  it  best  that  the  duty  should  be  con- 
tinued.   Great  quantities,  he  saia,  were  raised  in 
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^e  Southern  States,  ibr  which  they  could  not  find 
a  market. 

Mr.  Am£8  opposed  the  motion.  He  said  there 
were  manufactures  carried  on  in  the  United  States 
which  required  foreign  cotton.  Some  things  could 
not  he  manufactured  without  cotton  of  a  particu- 
lar staple.  He  further  remarked,  that  the  encou- 
ragement to  the  raising  of  cotton  depends  on  the 
manufactures  formed  from  it;  hence  he  inferred 
that  this  yery  encouragement  is  suspended  on  a 
due  attention  to  the  manufactures. 

Mr.  Steblb  stated  sundry  particulars,  to  show 
that  the  cotton  raised  in  the  Southern  States  was 
adapted  to  every  species  of  manufactures;  and 
depending  on  encouragement  from  Qoyemment, 
the  farmers  of  North  Carolina  had  gone  largely 
into  the  cultivation  of  that  article.  It  is  well 
known,  said  he,  that  the  situation  of  the  three 
Southern  States  is  favorahle  to  the  raising  of  hemp 
and  cotton;  and,  on  the  principles  of  reciprocity, 
he  thought  it  but  just  and  equal  to  extena  encou- 
ragement to  the  agricultural  interest  of  those 
States. 

Mr.  BALnwiN  observed,  that  he  could  haye 
wished  the  gentleman  had  mentioned  the  particu- 
lar species  of  cotton,  which  was  so  necessary  in 
the  manufactures,  that  could  not  be  procured 
from  the  Southern  States.  He  said  that  there 
were  two  sorts  of  cotton  raised  there— ^ne  of  a 
short,  the  other  of  a  long  staple;  and  under  due 
encouragement,  they  would  in  a  few  years  raise 
every  description  of^that  article. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONS,  Mr.  Murray,  and  Mr.  Kit- 
TERA,  supported  the  motion  for  striking  out  the 
article. 

Mr.  Page,  in  favor  of  the  duty,  observed,  that 
the  gentleman  [Mr.  Ames]  who  had  expressed  his 
fears  that  American  cotton  would  not  suit  the 
manufacturers,  might  lay  aside  his  fears,  for  he 
knew  from  experience  the  contrary.  That  even 
if  what  had  been  said  of  the  cotton  of  the  United 
States  were  true,  he  knew  that  there  was  reason 
to  believe  that  the  cotton  of  the  West  and  East 
Indies  would  grow  even  in  Virginia — that  both 
had  been  lately  introduced  into  that  State.  Such 
fears,  he  said,  might  upon  examination  perhaps  be 
traced  to  the  same  origin  with  some  formerly  in- 
troduced into  Virginia ;  that  the  sheep  of  America 
were  only  usefUl  as  food,  their  wool  being  unfit 
for  ^e  woollen  manufocture.  He  added,  he  well  re- 
membered it  was  with  difficulty  some  people  were 
convinced  that  the  salt  water  of  America  would 
yield  salt.  He  said,  for  his  part,  he  should  as  easily 
be  persuaded  that  the  fish  of  the  United  States 
were  unfit  for  food,  and  as  incapable  of  being  cured 
so  as  to  be  mercnantable,  as  that  the  cotton  of 
America  was  unfit  for  the  cotton  manufactories; 
he  therefore,  advised  the  worthy  member  to  be 
upon  his^uard  against  such  insinuations.  As  to 
lumseif,  Mr.  P.  declared,  he  had  no  idea  that  any 
member  of  either  House  could  wish  to  injure  the 
interests  of  any  of  the  States;  but,  he  said,  he  was 
audiorized  to  suppose  that  as  the  manufacturers  in 
general  were  foreigners,  they  had  their  peposses- 
sions  and  prejudices,  which  might  ffive  rise  to  the 
opinions  entertained  by  some  gentlemen  respect- 


ing the  unfitness  of  our  cotton  for  manufacture; 
but  he  averred  that  whatever  gave  rise  to  them* 
they  were  ill-founded,  as  he  luid  often  seen  and 
worn  in  the  late  war,  cotton  clodi  and  stockings, 
as  good  and  fine  as  ever  had  been  imported^  Aa 
to  encouraging  the  manufactures,  however,  said 
be,  I  have  ever  thought  it  foreign  to  the  business  of 
Concpress,  and  if  not  so,  a  mere  takinj;  from  one 
hand  and  giving  to  another;  a  deheate  aflair, 
which  might  be  misunderstood  and  misapplied;^ 
however,  as  it  is  thrown  in  before  us,  I  ttUce  my 
share  for  my  constituents. 

As  to  the  fears  of  the  member  from  Pennsylva* 
nia,  \Mx.  KitteraI  that  the  culture  of  cotton  may 
injure  the  farmer,  Mr.  P.  said,  he  could  assure  him 
tbiat  he  had  foimd  cotton  a  good  preparative  for 
wheat,  and  that  lands  where  he  lived,  which  had 
been  worn  out  with  tobacco,  yielded  excellent 
cotton,  and  left  the  ground  in  nne  order  for  wheat, 
and  that  cotton,  if  properly  encouraged,  would  be 
a  good  substitute  for  tobacco. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  question  put. 
to  amend  the  said  bill  by  adding  to  the  end  thereoi 
the  following  clause : 

^Andhe  it  further  enacted.  That  this  act  shall  con- 
tinue untU  the  day  of  — ,  and  until  the 

next  session  of  Congress  which  shaD  happen  thereafter, 
and  no  longer ;  and  that,  from  and  after  the  expiration 
of  Ae  same,  the  duties  hereby  extinguished  and  repealed 
shall  be  remed,  coHeeted,  and  appropriated,  in  the  same 
manner  they  would  have  been  tud  this  act  never  been 
passed:" 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  demanded  by  one- 
fifth  of  the  members  present,  were  taken,  and 
stood — ^yeas  32,  nays  31, 

Whereupon,  the  Speaker  declared  himself  with 
the  nays.    And  so  the  said  question  was  lost. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  as  fol 
lows: 

YsAs.— John  Bwtist  A^e,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John 
Brown,  William  Findley,  William  B.  Giles,  Andrew 
Ch«gg,  Samnel  Griffin,  William  Barry  Grove,  Daniel 
Heister,  Israel  Jacobs,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  James  Madison,  Jdm  Francis  Mercer,  Andrew 
Moore,  Nathaniel  Niles,  John  Page,  Josiah  PariEer, 
Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker,  Joshua  8«ney,  Upton  Sheri- 
dine,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  gtaiith,  John  Steele,  Jooa^ 
tiian  Stiffges,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Thomas  Tredw4 
Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Ahfaham  Venable,  Alexsadflr 
White,  Hugh  WilBam8on,and  Frands  Willis. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are — 
NATSd— Jonathan  Trumbull,  Speaker,  Firiier  Ames, 
Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Benson,  EUas  Boudinot,  Sheai^ 
jashub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Abraham  Glarkt 
Jonathan  Dayton,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  Elbridge  Geny, 
Nicholas  Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  Qotdak, 
Thomas  Hartley,  James  Hillhouse,  Daniel  Huger,  Philip 
Key,  Aaron  IQtchell,  John  W.  Kittera,  John  Laurence, 
Amasa  Learned,  Samuel  Liveimore,  Frederick  Augus- 
tus Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Murray,  William  Smith, 
Samuel  Sterrett,  Peter  SyWester,  George  Thatcher, 
John  Vhiing,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

Friday,  April  20. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
and  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
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on  the  memorial  of  Eliphalet  Ladd ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  Mr.  Fitzsimons, 
Mr.  Gerry,  and  Mr.  Murray,  with  instruction  to 
prepart  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  making  a  gene> 
ral  prorision  for  the  case  of  the  petitioner  and 
others  in  similar  circumstances. 

A  petition  of  divers  citizens  and  inhabitants  of 
the  State  of  North  Carolina  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  that  Congress  will  au- 
thorize the  Assembly  of  the  said  State  to  lay  a 
duty  by  way  of  tonnage  or  toll  on  vessels  commg 
over  the  Bar  and  Swash  and  Croatan  Shoals,  for 
the  express  purpose  of  deepening  the  same,  and 
thereby  removing  the  obstruction  to  the  naviga- 
tion leading  to  the  towns  of  Edenton,  Washing- 
ton, and  Newbern. 

Orderedy  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Williamson,  Mr.  White,  and  Mr.  Tucker  ;. 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  re- 
port the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to 
the  House. 

PUBLICATION  OF  THE  DEBATES. 

Before  the  House  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the 
day — 

Mr.  GcRRY  said,  that  the  circumstance  of  a  pub- 
lication which  haa  made  its  appearance  that  morn- 
ing induced  him  to  rise  for  the  purpose  of  bring- 
ing forward  a  proposition  respecting  a  full  and  im- 
Eirtial  publication  of  the  debates  of  that  House, 
very  gentleman,  he  believed,  would  agree  with 
him  that,  from  a  publication  of  this  kind,  the  citi- 
zens of  tne  United  States  would  derive  such  in- 
formation respecting  the  proceedings  of  the  Legis- 
lature, and  the  principles  on  which  the  law9  are 
grounded,  as  must  be  productive  of  the  most  salu- 
tary effects,  and  attach  the  people  more  strongly 
to  the  General  Grovemment ;  but  that  ex  parte 
publications  can  have  no  other  tendency  than  to 
misrepresent  their  proceedings,  and  alienate  the 
affections  of  the  citizens.  He  therefore  moved 
the  following  resolution : 

<'  Whereas  an  impartial  publication  of  the  Debates 
of  Congress,  stating  accurately  their  Legialatiye  mea- 
■nres,  and  the  reasons  urged  for  and  against  tiicm,  is  a 
desirable  object,  inasmuch  as  it  may  aid  the  Executive 
in  administering  the  Government,  the  Judidaiy  in  ex- 
pounding the  laws,  the  Governments  and  citizens  of 
the  several  States  in  forming  a  judgment  of  the  conduct 
of  their  respeetiTe  Representatives,  and  Congress  them- 
selves in  revising  and  amending  their  Legislative  pro- 
ceedings :  And  whereas,  from  die  want  of  proper  ar- 
rangements, sudi  publication  has  not  been  accom- 
pUshed — 

"  Resolved,  That  -^^—  persons,  of  good  reputation, 
and  skilled  in  the  art  of  stenography,  be,  at  the  next 
^session,  appointed  by  ballot,  to  take  and  publish,  impar- 
tially and  accurately,  the  Legislatiye  subjects  wbich  may 
be  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  House,  and  the 
debates  thereon  of  the  members  respectively  ;  that  the 
persons  so  to  be  appointed  be  considered  as  officers  of 
the  House,  and  provided  for  accordingly ;  that  they  be 
severally  qualified  by  oath  to  a  fiuthfiil  discharge  of  the 
trust ;  and  that  such  regulations  shall  be  prescribed,  as 
may  be  necessary  to  protect  them  in  attaining  the  salu- 
tary objects  of  their  appohitment." 

This  (Mr.  G.  said)  was  a  subject  which  ought  no 


longer  to  be  overlooked.  Whilst  Congress  sat  at 
New  York,  great  uneasiness  had  been  occasioned 
in  the  House  bv  the  mode  in  which  the  debates 
were  published.  Sometimes  members  were  in- 
troduced as  uttering  arguments  directly  the  re- 
verse of  what  they  had  advanced.  At  other  times, 
the  substance  of  tne  arguments,  as  published,  wore 
an  aspect  widelv  different  from  what  they  had 
when  offered  in  achate.  In  some  instances,  their 
arguments  were  so  garbled  that  they  themselves 
were  unable  to  recognise  them  in  print ;  in  others, 
they  were  disfigured  with  grammatical  errors,  ana 
rendered  totally  unintelligible ;  and,  on  many  oc- 
casions, the  ar^ments  on  one  side  of  the  question 
only  were  published. 

Such  were  the  effects  produced  by  this  mode 
of  publication  that  a  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina [Mr.  Burke]  brought  forward  a  motion  for 
correctinfi^  those  evils,  which  was  debated  for  some 
time.  After  the  subject  had  been  two  or  three 
times  under  discussion,  the  House  was  informed 
that  there  was  a  probability  of  care  being  taken 
in  Aiture  to  correct  the  errors ;  and  thus  the  mat- 
ter waspassed  over. 

Mr.  U.  then  mentioned  a  circumstance  which 
he  had  learned  from  a  gentleman  who  had  de- 
clared he  could  prove  it  on  oath  before  the  House, 
if  called  upon,  viz :  that,  ha  vinc^  asked  one  of  those 
persons  who  at  that  time  published  the  debates, 
"  how  he  could  think  of  publishing  them  so  inac- 
curately ?"  the  answer  was,  "  that  he  was  imder 
a  necessity  of  obliging  his  employers."  Hence,  he 
concluded  that  there  must  have  been  a  corrupt 
faction  who  influenced  that  short-hand  writer. 

When  Congress  first  came  to  this  city,  the  de- 
bates were  published  pretty  accurately ;  and  so 
they  were  this  session,  m  some  of  the  papers,  but 
in  others,  the  case  was  otherwise ;  and  he  himself, 
as  well  as  other  gentlemen,  had  been  imder  a  ne- 
cessity of  publicly  contradicting  them  in  print.  In 
some  of  tne  debates,  the  answer  to  an  argument 
was  published  before  the  argument  itself  made  its 
appearance ;  on  other  occasions,  thev  were  pub- 
lished very  fully  on  one  side  of  lae  question, 
whilst  nothing  appeared  on  the  other.  Every 
gentleman,  he  l>elieved,  would  admit  that  this  was 
a  true  state  of  the  business ;  and  it  was  well  known 
that,  on  many  important  occasions,  no  debates  had 
been  published  at  all. 

The  want  of  regularity  in  the  publication  was, 
he  supposed,  owing,  in  some  measure,  to  the  want 
of  proper  encouragement,  as  the  printers  of  news- 
papers would  not  probably  find  their  account  in 
allowing  a  sufficient  compensation  to  induce  short- 
hand writers  to  devote  their  whole  time  to  the 
business. 

Mr.  G.  then  read  from  the  American  Daily  Ad- 
vertiser (of  Friday  l^t)  the  following  passage : 

**  A  warm  debate  hereupon  took  place,  during  the 
course  of  which,  one  gentleman,  who  strenuously  sup- 
ported the  motion,  was  seyeral  times  interrupted.  Ap- 
prehensions were  expressed  of  dangerous  consequences, 
in  case  his  speech  should  appear  in  print ;  and  an  ho- 
norable member,  who  opposed  the  motion,  [Mr.  Gbkkt,] 
declared  that  the  manner  in  which  the  debates  of  Con- 
gress had  been  published,  and  the  business  conducted, 
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during  the  present  seiaion,  had  a  direct  tendency  to 
faring  ahont  a  dissolution  of  the  Union. 

'<  As  the  honorable  gentleman  did  notfiirther  explain 
himself,  we  are  at  a  loss  to  determine  whether  he  meant 
to  tax  the  publishers  of  the  debates  with  inaccuracy  in 
stating  them  wrong,  -^^—  or  imprudence,  in  stating 
them  right,  and  fifeely  publishing  whatever  sentiments 
any  member  of  that  House  may  think  proper  to  ex- 

Sress,  in  the  constitutional  exercise  oi  the  freedom  of 
ebate.  But,  certain  we  are,  that  he  could  not  mran 
to  stigmatize  them  as  actuated  by  partiality,  undue  in^ 
fluence,  or  sinister  motives  of  any  kind." 

^  Here  (said  Mr.  G.)  an  idea  was  held  up  that 
the  gentleman  who  had  spoken  first  [Mr.  Mercer] 
was  interrupted.  But  it  is  not  said  that  I  was  in- 
terrupted, too.  I  was  interrupted  as  often  as  he. 
The  House  can  determine  wnether  I  have  ever 
taken  any  measures  to  prevent  a  free  and  candid 
publication  of  the  debates.  On  the  contrary^  I 
nave  always  endeavored  to  obtain  it ;  and  I  will 
still  proceed  to  accomplish  it  as  far  as  possible.  I 
think  neither  this  House,  nor  any  of  its  members, 
ought  to  be  subject  to  publications  of  this  kind. 
If  they  are,  they  will  be  obliged  either  to  enter 
into  paper  wars  with  printers,  or  to  relinquish  the 
public  good.  It  is  incumbent  on  the  House  to 
take  measures  to  prevent  misrepresentation.  ^  I 
therefore  submit  to  the  House  the  resolution  which 
I  have  read  ',  and  I  hope  that,  if  the  proposition 
itself  appears  worthy  of  their  attention,  they  will 
take  it  into  consideration ;  or,  if  it  wants  any 
amendment,  they  will  refer  it  to  a  committee ;  for 
I  think  the  subject  ought  not  to  be  any  longer 
neglected. 

Mr.  Mercer. — I  second  the  motion ;  and  I  think 
the  publication  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
has  read  to  the  House  contains  but*  a  fair  state- 
ment of  facts.  The  gentleman,  in  the  course  of 
the  former  debate,  made  some  very  strange  allu- 
sions to  what  was  said  by  me,  which  were  wholly 
unauthorized.  I  consider  it  as  a  primary  object 
in  this  Government  that  we  should  on  this  floor 
be  at  all  times  free  to  express  our  sentiments  of 
the  Gtovemment,  without  involving  the  Govern- 
ment itself.  I  consider  such  a  measure  as  is  now 
'Contemplated  to  be  well  worthy  the  serious  at- 
tention of  the  House.  We  are  at  a  distance  from 
our  constituents ;  and  it  is  a  misfortune  that  we 
are  withdrawn  from  their  inspection,  by  being 
placed  in  a  part  of  the  Union  where  it  is  not  easy 
to  compare  our  circumstances  and  conduct  in  pri- 
vate life  with  the  motives  which  may  be  supposed 
to  influence  our  political  conduct.  Our  constitu- 
ents ought  to  be  acquainted  with  our  proceeding 
here ;  and  it  is  .only  from  a  full  and  accurate  pub- 
lication of  the  debates  of  this  House  that  they  can 
obtain  any  satisfactory  information  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  Gerrt  said,  that  the  paragraph  he  had  read 
did  not  contain  a  full  statement  of  facts,  as  the 
apprehensions  he  had  expressed  were  only  in  case 
the  arguments  should  ^o  ^'  unanswered.^^ 

Mr.  Giles  made^  and  Mr.  W.  Smith  seconded, 
a  motion  for  referring  the  resolution  to  a  select 
committee,  to  report  such  regulation  as  they  may 
think  necessary  tor  the  publication  of  the  debates. 


'An  additional  reason  for  the  reference  was,  that 
some  alteration  in  the  wording  appeared  necessa- 
ry, to  TMr.  Smith,]  so  far  as  respects  the  Judi- 
ciary, 3bc. 

Air.  BouDiNOT  objected  to  the  commitment,  as 
he  thought  it  a  subject  of  considerable  consequence, 
and  there  would  not  be  time  to  take  it  up  during 
the  present  session,  the  House  having  already  out- 
sat the  time  which  the  other  branch  of  the  L^f* 
lature  had  proposed  for  the  adjournment.  This 
was  his  only  objection;  otherwise,  he  was  far 
from  being  opposed  to  the  measure. 

Mr.  Giles  thought  the  consequence  of  letting 
the  matter  lie  over  till  next  session  would  be.  that 
it  would  die  away,  and  nothinjB^  would  be  aone. 
Unless  some  steps  oe  taken  during  the  present  ses- 
sion, no  persons  would  come  forward  as  candi- 
dates at  tne  commencement  of  the  next.  But  if 
a  committee  report  on  the  subject,  the  House  may 
determine  what  steps  are  to  be  taken,  and  peojde 
will  be  prepared  accordingly. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  commitment, 
it  passed  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  27,  nays  22. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  motion  be  committed 
to  Mr.  Gerrt,  Mr.  MERCER^r.  Lee,  Mr.  Smith 
of  South  (Carolina,  and  Mr.  Kittera. 

PROTECTION  OF  THE  FRONTIERa 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  which  lay  on  the  table  " for  raising^ a  further 
sum  of  money  for  the  protection  of  the  Frontiers  5** 

Mr.  Page  rose  to  renew  the  motion  which  he 
made  yesterday,  that  the  bill  before  the  House 
mi^ht  he  recommitted. 

f  observed  then,  said  Mr.  P.,  that  having  been  re- 
minded of  my  duty  by  gentlemen  who  said  that  they 
had  not  brought  any  other  plan  of  ways  and  means 
before  the  House,  if  they  objected  to  that  proposed 
by  the  Secretary,  had  not  done  their  duty,  I  arose 
then  to  show  how  far  I  had  done  my  duty,  and 
how  far  I  was  virillinfir  to  perform  it.  1  informed 
the  House  that  as  I  did  not  approve  of  the  Secre- 
tary's third  plan  (that  which  the  House  had  adopt- 
ed) I  had  proposed  to  the  leading  members  (an 
expression  which  ^ve  ofience  to  some  gentlemen, 
but  which  I  explained  as  meanin£^  no  more  than 
members  who  take  the  lead  in  ousiness,  and  to 
whom  I  confessed  myself  obliged  for  their  services, 
and  whom,  when  they  lead  rigntly,  I  was  vnllinff  to 
follow)  an  adoption  of  the  Secretary's  second  pmn. 
but  not  meeting  with  their  approbation.  I  then  iomed 
my  friends  in  endeavors  to  amend  the  bill ;  railing 
in  this,  and  called  on  to  do  my  duty,  I  rise  to  move 
that  the  bill  be  recommitted.  Haa  gentlemen,  sir, 
done  what  they  promised  they  would  do,  if  the 
House  would  apply  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury for  a  plan  of  ways  and  means,  I  should  have 
no  occasion  to  make  tnis  motion.  They  promised 
that  they  would  freely  and  boldly  examine  his  re- 
port, and  listen  attentively  to  every  proposition 
which  could  be  opposed  to  it ;  but  have  they  done 
this?  No ;  they  embraced  without  hesitation  the 
third  plan  proposed  by  the  Secretary,  as  if  it  were 
because  he  said  it  was  the  best  of  the  three,  with- 
out ofierin^  either  of  the  other  two  plans  to  the 
House,  although  the  second  had  been  proposed  by 
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a  member  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Qoodbue] 
Wore  the  House  had  agreed  to  apply  to  the  Secre- 
tary for  his  opinion,  ihope,  theretore,  that  those 
gentlemen  wul  now  agree  to  recommit  the  bill, 
toat  we  may  have  an  opportunity  of  trying  whe- 
ther one  of  the  two  otner  plans  proposed  oy  the 
Secretary,  or  some  other,  may  not  oe  preferable  to 
that  adopted  in  the  bill ;  or,  if  not,  let  us  at  least 
see  whether  the  plan  which  has  been  adopted  may 
Qot  be  simplified^  for  there  appears  no  shadow  of 
reason  for  repeahng  an  act  for  establishing  a  i>er- 
manent  rcTenue^  to  re-enact  it  in  a  bill  for  raising 
a  sum  of  money  for  a  temporary  purpose — the  busi- 
ness of  a  campaign — nor  can  there  be  any  propriety 
in  j^assing  a  bill  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers, 
which  is  in  fact  a  bill  for  the  encounu;ement  or 
manufactures^  and  of  the  fisheries  and  ^r  increas- 
ing the  Sinking  Fund,  and  also  tor  the  introduc- 
tion of  a  Stamp  Act. 

If  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  will  not  adopt 
the  first  plan  proposed  by  the  Secretary,  I  mean 
that  for  disposing  of  the  mterest  in  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  which  I  confess  I  should  prefer 
to  laying  the  excessive  duties  proposed  in  the  third 
pUm,  and  which  are  to  be  levied  oy  the  bill  before 
you:  nor  the  second  plan,  which  was  oace  so  well 
recommended  by  the  member  from  Massdchusetts, 
at  least  I  hope  tney  will  simplify  the  bill,  by  strik- 
ing out  what  is  foreign  to  its  purpose :  that  is^  the 
repeal  of  the  former  revenue  law;  and  the  indirect 
introducticm  of  a  Stamp  Act ;  if  we  are  to  have  a 
Stamp  Act,  and  I  have  no  objection  to  one,  let  it 
be  introduced  fairly  and  openly,  and  stand  by  it- 
self. For  my  part,  I  think  it  a  sufficient  reason  to 
recommit  the  bill,  to  amend  it  so  that  it  may  show 
at  one  view  not  only  for  what  purpose  the  addi- 
tional duties  are  to  be  laid,  but  what  they  are.  As 
the  bill  now  stands,  they  are  so  blended  with  other 
duties,  that  no  man  can  see  in  what  manner  the 
"um  wanted  is  to  be  raised.  I  know  I  shall  be  said 
to  be  a  bad  financier,  if  I  propose  to  sell  out  our 
stock  in  the  banL  1  agree  tnat  the  Secretary's 
reason  against  selling  now,  when  stocks  are  so  low, 
is  good ;  but  I  know  that  I  speak  like  the  repre- 
sentative of  plain  dealing,  honest  Republicans, 
when  I  propose  rather  to  sell  out  their  stock  in  the 
bank,  than  to  lay  additional  taxes  on  them,  and  in- 
crease the  duty  on  imports  to  such  a  degree  as  to 
introduce  smuggling,  which  must  be  destructive 
of  their  morals,  ruinous  to  their  revenue,  and  which 
may  undermine  even  their  manufactures,  which 
these  duties  were  intended  to  protect ;  for,  as  I  re- 
marked on  a  former  occasion,  if  you  go  beycmd  a 
certain  point  in  taxing  imports,  you  will  tempt 
smugglers  to  introduce  articles  with  which  they 
will  undersell  the  fair  trader  and  the  manufacturer. 
I  confess,  however,  that  as  we  have  an  interest  in 
the  bank,  which  may  be  usefully  applied  to  sink- 
ing the  national  debt — I  am  willing  to  apply  it  to 
that  purpose — and  that  I  prefer  tne  Secretary's 
second  plan  to  the  one  the  House  has  adopted.  If 
the  bill  be  committed,  I  shall  be  pleased  to  find  the 
Coiamittee  disposed  to  adopt  that.  By  the  plan 
now  in  the  bill,  we  are  in  the  first  instance  to  oor- 
row  the  money  wanted.  Why,  if  we  are  to  lay 
an  additional  duty,  may  we  not  lay  only  enougn 


to  pay  the  interest  annually,  and  the  principal  by 
instalments?  This,  I  thiuK,  must  be  much  more 
agreeable  to  our  constituents,  than  to  pay  the  whole 
sum  required  by  taxes  in  one  year,  t  see  not  why 
we  should  increase  the  duties  on  imported  articles 
rather  than  on  ton9age,  I  think  an  additional  duty 
on  foreign  tonnage,  or,  if  Congress  have  the  courage 
to  lay  it  on  vessels  qf  nations  not  in  alliance  with 
US)  would  easily  raise  a  sum  for  the  discharge  of 
the  loan  necemry  on  this  occasion;  and  I  am  of 
opinion  that  it  is  high  time  to  increase  the  tonnage 
on  such  vessels;  it  is  more  than  two  years  since 
this  House  declared  that  it  would  lay  an  additional 
duty  on  the  tonnage  of  vessds  of  a  certain  nation^  if 
it  would  not  mcuce  a  commercial  alliance  with 
our  States.  I  know  it  is  said  that  such  a  mea- 
sure might  impede  a  treaty ;  but,  sir,  no  nation 
upon  earth  has  a  right  to  resent  such  a  step,  nor 
can  we  be  injured  by  retaliation.  As  to  a  treaty, 
I  doubt  mucn  whetner  we  stand  in  need  of  one- 
I  fear  the  business  of  treaties  is  better  understood 
elsewhere  than  here,  and  that  Foreign  Ministers 
might  be  an  overmatch  for  us  in  such  negotia- 
tions. I  had  rather  regulate  our  commerce^  so  as 
to  induce  the  country  with  which  we  wish  to 
trade  upon  advantageous  terms,  to  grant  us  such 
terms ;  at  all  events,  I  should  aim  at  increasing 
our  revenue  in  this  manner.  If  we  cannot  extena 
our  commerce,  and  at  present  I  would  avoid  an 
increase  of  du^  on  imports.  I  think  that  the  lands 
in  the  Western  Territory  should  be  sold,  and  ton- 
nage increased,  before  we  lay  any  further  burden 
on  imported  articles — a  burden  which  must  be 
unequally  felt  by  the  different  States.  I  hope, 
therefore  that  the  bill  will  be  recommitted,  and 
so  amended,  that  it  may  pass  by  a  great  majority. 

Mr.  Hartley  made  some  observations  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  motion.  The  motion  to  recommit 
was  ne£;atived. 

The  bill  then  being  open  to  amendments,  Mr. 
Williamson  object^  to  the  section  which  ex- 
empted books  imported  for  Colleges  and  Acade- 
mies fVom  a  duty,  and  after  stating  some  reasons 
for  his  opinion,  moved  to  amend  the  section  by 
striking  out  tne  clause  making  this  exception. 
This  motion,  after  some  debate,  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  bein^  further  amended,  was,  together 
with  the  amencSnents,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 


Saturday,  April  21. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing his  report  on  the  several  petitions  of  Josias 
Clapham,  John  Higby,  John  Elias  Moore,  Wil- 
liam Arnold,  Wilfiam  Albaugh,  and  Margaret 
Crowell,  executors  of  Henry  Urowell,  deceased ; 
Daniel  Freer;  Laurana  Richardson,  adminbtra- 
trix  of  George  RichardsoiL  deceased ;  Elizabeth 
MarL  widow  of  George  Mark^  deceased ;  Henry 
Lee,  William  Graham,  jr.,  William  Baker.  Wil- 
liam Jones,  Daniel  Schermerhom,  John  Craine, 
Peter  Huber,  John  Hays,  Daniel  Robbins,  John 
Pollhemus,  Thomas  Donnellan,  Stephen  Reminj^ 
ton,  Samuel  Skillman,  John  Hayden,  Job  Kit- 
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tiedge,  Ebenezer  Whittemore,  and  Martha  Whit- 
temore,  heirs  of  William  Kittredge,  deceased,  and 
William  Robinson,  respectively,  praying  the  re- 
newal of  certain  certificates,  whi'cn  are  alleged  to 
have  been  destroyed  or  lost ;  which  report  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  Mr.  Lee,  Mr. 
Stbrbett,  and  Mr.  Thatcher  ;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same, 
with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  memorial  of  sundry  merchants  and  others, 
inhabitants  of  the  city  or  New  York,  was  present- 
ed to  the  House  and  read,  prayinff  that  an  act  esta- 
blishing an  uniform  system  of  Damuruptcy  through- 
out the  United  States  may  be  passed,  under  such 
restrictions  and  with  such  limitations  as  Congress 
ahall  think  just.  Referred  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  es- 
tablish an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  through- 
out the  United  States. 

TROTECnON  OP  TH^J  PRONTEBRS. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  raising  a  further  sum  of 
mone^r  for  the  protection  of  the  Frontiers  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled ;  and, 
on  the  question  that  the  said  bill  do  pass — 

Mr.  Page  made  the  following  remarks :  If  the 
bin  were  what  its  title  says  it  is,  I  should  be  the 
Last  man  in  this  House  to  yote  against  it.  But  it 
is  so  different  from  what  its  title  represents  it  to 
be,  that  this*  added  to  the  ol^ections  which  I  have 
ijready  maoe  and  heard  ^^[ainst  it,  I  shall  vote 
against  its  passage.  Sir,  it  is  not  a  bill  for  the 
protection  of  the  frontiers,  but  for  the  encoura^- 
ment  of  certain  manufactures,  and  of  the  fi^enes, 
and  for  the  increase  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  It  is  a 
bill  Tery  difiesent  from  wnat  it  o«i2ht  to  be,  and 
it  about  to  pass,  from  what  has  faUen  from  some 
(Kntlemen,  as  a  compromise  for  the  assumption  of 
die  State  debts,  and  an  encouragement  to  the 
manufacturers  and  fisheries.  Sucn  compromise 
I  cannot  approre  of;  and  such  a  bill  I  cannot  rote 
for.  If  it  be  thrown  out,  I  think  we  may  brin^  in 
one  to  answer  its  purpose  much  better.  It  is  im- 
proper to  entangle  this  bill  with  matter  foreign  to 
It.  There  is  no  occasion  to  repeal  the  act  for  es- 
tablishing a  permanent  revenue  to  blend  it  with 
this  bill. 

Mr.  Murray  said  he  was  in  favor  of  the  bilL  A 
great  and  unexpected  calamity  had  called  on  the 
country  for  money  for  the  support  of  a  necessary  and 
increased  army.  In  the  discussion  of  this  bill  there 
had  been  a  perpetual  reiteration  of  objection  by 
some  members  as  to  the  inexpedience  and  impro- 
poriety  of  a  reference  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury for  his  opinion.  This  might  have  been  all 
very  fair  before  the  reference  was  made*  and  his 
report  obtained,  but  was  not  altogether  aosolutely 
necessary  now.  when  the  question  was  not  a  re- 
ference, but  tne  best  moae  of  raising  the  sum 
wanted.  He  bad,  however,  been  convinced  of 
this,  that  had  the  faith  of  the  House  rested  itself 
OD  the  powers  of  those  vrho  perpetually  recur  to 
the  reference,  and  who  propose  nothing  them- 
selves, little  could  have  been  accomplished.  For 
surely  if  those  who^  in  the  midst  of  a  general  call 
for  the  exercise  of  mvention  and  judgment,  con- 


tent themselves  with  complaints  at  the  mode  in 
which  the  resources  of  the  country  have  been 
shown  to  us,  we  must  conclude  that  either  they 
have  not  power,  or  want  inclination  to  originate 
or  to  amend — a  fair  field  has  been  open  to  both. 

We  had  been  called  on  to  raise  five  hundred 
and  fifty  odd  thousand  dollars  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  a  frontier  defence;  we  referred  the  mode 
of  raising  the  sum  to  the  Secretary,  still  retaining 
what  we  could  not  yield — the  power  of  altering, 
amending  or  wholly  rejecting  the  report  of  that 
officer,  lie  said  that  he  had  voted  the  reference 
for  reasons  which  he  would  not  affain  repeat. 
Satisfied,  as  he  now  was,  that  he  had  been  then 
right,  he  would  now  vote  for  the  measure,  which, 
with  some  amendments  on  the  Secretary's  system, 
had  arisen  from  the  report.  The  opposition  to 
the  reference  at  first  seemed  to  him  to  be  founded 
among  other  reasons  in  a  properly  grounded  con- 
sciousness of  some  members  in  their  own  ability 
to  do  without  official  assistance.  He  had  ima- 
gined, however,  that  when  the  report  came  to  be 
taken  up,  it  would  not  have  been  treated  with 
merely  naked  opposition.  He  hoped,  and  he  de- 
clared himself  smcere  in  the  expectation,  that 
some  gentlemen,  whose  distinguished  talents  fitted 
them  for  something  better  tmui  the  mere  preven- 
tion of  evil,  would  have  favored  the  committee 
with  plans  of  their  own,  and  at  all  events  have 

1* pined  in  inmroviiiA^  and  correcting,  not  merelv  by 
imitation  of^time,  but  by  supplying  and  ingrafting 
strength  where  there  mieht  l)e  weakness,  and  a 
substitute  of  something  oetter  where  there  was 
merely  good.  When  the  bill  came  into  discussion 
he  expected  that  when  gentlemen  opposed  one 
proposition  they  would  candidly  have  given  an 
election  of  a  better  by  proposing  something  of 
their  own.  Where  there  was  no  alternative  pre- 
sented, there  could  be  no  choice;  and  it  was  natu- 
ral to  expect  where  proof  is  siven  of  the  badness 
of  one  system,  the  judgment  ^ould  have  a  chance 
of  comparin^^  what  is  alleged  to  be  defective  with 
that  which  is  more  eligible  and  perfect.  But  he 
lamented  that  gentlemen  had  offered  nothing  like 
an  alternative  m  the  very  moment  when  their 
efforts  seemed  to  be  directed  to  defeat  a  bilL  for 
which  they  neither  promised  nor  offered  a  suosti- 
tute.  Had  the  same  ingenuity,  that  appeared  to 
pride  itself  in  its  power  of  impeding,  bieen  exer- 
cised in  its  ability  to  create,  to  amend,  and  to  pro- 
pose, he  had  not  a  doubt  but  that  a  yet  more  per- 
fect and  better  digested  system  had  been  the  result. 
As  he  was  bound  to  no  particular  lesson  of  finance, 
he  would  have  met  the  propositions  of  members 
with  partiality,  and  exercised  his  judgment  with 
deference  and  candor.  On  all  sides  it  was  agreed 
that  the  local  feelings  and  knowledge  of  the  nation 
were  here :  they  ought,  then,  occasionally  in  the 
progress  oi  the  bill  to  have  here  suggested  the 
claims  of  particular  interests, and i^allpracticable 
cases  to  have  ingrafted  them ;  this  was  done  in 
some  instances,  particularly  the  protecting  duties 
by  which  the  hemp  and  cotton  of  the  Southern 
States,  and  the  iron  of  the  Middle  States,  are  en- 
couraged and  established.  He  said  he  would  not 
detain  the  House  but  with  a  few  remarks  why  the 
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bill  appeared  not  only  defensible,  but  good.  The 
predominant  feature  of  it  was  its  nationality^  as  it 
respected  impartial,  and,  as  far  as  circumstances 
admit,  equal  justice  and  encouragement  to  the  in- 
terests and  raw  materials  of  the  respective  States. 
It  presented  a  point  in  which  the  relative  interests 
of  the  country,  and  the  various  resources  of  its 
natural  riches,  had  been  combined  with  skill  and 
harmony.  A  temper  of  conciliation  had  actuated 
members  in  the  several  exemptions  and  protec- 
tions which  they  had  brought  forward ;  this  was  a 
principle  invaluable  in  a  <£)vemment  whose  very 
soul  results  from  that  imion  in  which  the  natural, 
but  distinct  and  variant,  resources  of  the  country 
could  alone  flourish. 

They  can  furnish  but  by  combination  and  mu- 
tual aid.  Had  the  bill  no  other  good,  it  contained 
this,  that  it  exhibited  a  striking  proof  to  all  the 
world  that,  in  the  various  natural  endowments  of 
a  country  so  variously  gifted,  there  existed  such  a 
character  of  relation  to  each  other  as  to  secure 
ffreat  internal  wealth  and  prosperity  when  com- 
bined together,  and  when  acted  on  by  a  desire  to 
render  the  natural  wealth  and  raw  materials  of 
one  State  instrumental  to  the  industry  and  happi- 
ness of  another.  In  this  bill  the  raw  materials  of 
the  more  southern  States  are  protected,  and  made 
to  serve  the  purposes  of  industry  and  manufacture 
in  the  more  northern  States.  Manufacturers 
would  indeed  be  a  favored  class  of  the  community 
if  the  same  protecting  duties  which  secured  to 
them  the  chances  of  trade,  did  not  at  the  same 
time  secure  to  the  agricultural  interests  a  sure 
market  for  the  raw  materials  of  which  the  manu- 
facfure  is  composed. 

In  the  early  stages  of  this  bill,  several  gentle- 
men complained  of  the  preference  shown  to  the 
manufacturing  parts  of  the  country,  and  it  was 
said  that  the  protecting  duties  would  operate  ex- 
clusively in  tne  Eastern  States.  When,  however, 
on  the  completion  of  this  bill,  we  see  the  recipro- 
city under  which  the  agricultural  and  the  manu- 
facturing interests  have  been  viewed  and  cher- 
ished, we  must  be  forced  to  own  both  the  liberal 
and  conciliating  spirit  with  which  the  House  has 
been  moved,  as  well  as  the  mutual  dependence  on 
which  these  apparently  opposite  interests  really 
are  supported.  In  the  mstances  of  hemp  and  cot- 
ton, to  which  the  more  southern  States  are  best 
adapted,  we  see  such  a  preference  gi?en  that  the 
duties  on  these  articles  of  foreign  growth  almost 
amount  to  exclusion.  Thus  the  cotton  and  the 
hemp  of  the  South  will  be  carried  to  supply  the 
manufactures  of  the  North,  agriculture  be  gradu- 
ally invited  and  drawn  into  activity  and  internal 
supply,  and  the  bands  of  the  Union  drawn  amica- 
bly tighter  by  a  mutual  and  habitual  dependence 
of  each  and  all  the  States  in  the  wants  and  pro- 
ductions of  each  other.  The  iron  and  steel  of  the 
Middle  States  were  likewise  protected,  and  as  far 
perhaps  as  our  experience  permitted  experiment, 
the  domestic  resources  of  the  country  were  nursed 
and  guarded.  While  the  raw  materials  of  the 
growth  of  the  country  h^ve  thus  a  preference, 
manufacture  and  agriculture  will  wo  hand  in  hand; 
and  political  union,  «jius  enlivened  by  commercial 


barter,  as  it  is  the  only  medium  through  which 
their  mutual  prosperities  are  produced  and  har- 
monized, will  prove  \y  experience  the  blessing 
which  all  have  hoped  for. 

The  objection  of  some  gentlemen  that  the  pro- 
tection of*^  manufactures  was  not  the  original  ob- 
ject of  the  bill,  he  did  not  think  a  sound  one. 
Several  modes  of  raising  the  sum,  which  is  our 
fii^t  object,  were  held  out  as  alternatives.  This 
mode,  by  imposts,  was  the  most  liked.  The  line 
of  taxation  being  once  adopted,  the  protection  of 
manufactures  naturally  arose  out  of  the  thing  it- 
self. It  arose  not  as  a  prime  object,  but  as  a  ne- 
cessary incident.  He  tnought  the  bill  would  in- 
sure productive  revenue;  and  he  thought  the 
collateral  benefit,  as  it  touched  a  production  of  the 
natural  riches  of  the  country,  a  high  recommend- 
ation. 

The  question  on  passing  the  bill  was  then  taken, 
and  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  37, 
nays  20,  as  follows : 

YsASd — ^Fiaher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Elias  Boudinot,  Sheaijashob  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  John  Brown,  Abraham  Claik,  William  Find- 
ley,  Thomas  Fitzaimons,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Nicholas  Gil 
man,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  Grordon,  Thomas  Hart* 
ley,  James  Hillhonse,  Daniel  Huger,  Philip  Key,  Aaron 
KitcheU,  John  W.  KittAra,  John  Laurance,  Amasa 
Learned,  Samuel  Livermore,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick 
Augustus  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Murray,  Natha- 
niel Niles,  William  Smith,  John  Steele,  Samuel  Stei^ 
rett,  Jonathan  Sturges,  Peter  Sylvester,  Geo.  Thatcher, 
John  Yining,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Art^mas  Ward, 
and  Alexander  White. 

Nats. — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Wil- 
liam B.  Giles,  William  Bany  Grove,  Nathaniel  Maoon, 
James  Madison,  John  Francis  Mercer,  John  Page,  Jo- 
siah  Parker,  Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker,  Joshua  Seney, 
Upton  Sheridine,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  Tho- 
mas Sumpter,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor  Tuck- 
er, Abraham  Venable,  Hugh  Williamson,  and  Francis 
Willis. 

WIDOWS  AND  ORPHANS'  CLAIMS. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  laying  before  Congress  the  copy, 
of  a  letter  which  he  had  received  from  the  Jud^ 
of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States  held  for 
the  Pennsylvania  District,  relatively  to  the  "  Act 
to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of 
widows  and  orphans  barred  by  the  limitations 
heretofore  estabUshed,  and  to  regulate  the  claims 
to  invalid  pensions." 

The  copy  of  the  Letter  referred  to  in  the  said 
Message  was  read,  as  follows : 

Philadxlpbia,  April  18,  I79S. 
To  the  PBXsiDXjrr  of  the  Uvitxo  Statxs  : 

Sir  :  To  you  it  officially  belongs  to  <'  take  care  that 
the  laws''  of  the  United  States  <'  be  faithfuUy  executed:* 
Before  tou,  therefore,  we  think  it  our  duty  to  lay  the 
sentiments  which,  on  a  late  painful  occasion,  governed 
us,  wiUi  regard  to  an  act  passed  by  the  Legislature  of 
the  Union. 

The  people  of  the  United  States  have  vested  in  Con- 
gress all  Legieiative  powers  *<  granted  in  the  Constitu- 
tion." 
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They  hare  vested  in  one  Supreme  Court,  and  in  fuch 
inferior  Courts  as  the  Congress  shall  establish,  "  the 
Judicial  power  of  the  United  States." 

It  is  worthy  of  remaA  that,  in  Congress,  the  tohole 
Legislative  power  of  the  United  States  is  not  vested.  An 
important  part  of  that  power  was  exercised  by  the  peo- 
ple themselves,  when  they  **  ordained  and  establidied 
the  Constitution." 

«  This  Constitution"  is  ^  the  supreme  law  of  the  land." 
This  supreme  law  ''  all  Judicial  officers  of  the  United 
States  are  bound,  by  oath  or  affirmation,  to  support" 

It  is  a  principle  important  to  freedom,  diat,  in  Go- 
vernment, the  Judicial  should  be  distinct  from,  and 
.independent  of,  the  Legislative  department  To  this 
important  principle  the  people  of  the  United  States  in 
forming  their  Constitution,  have  manifested  the  high- 
est regard. 

They  have  placed  their  Judicial  power,  not  in  Con- 
gress, but  in  <'  Courts.^  They  have  ordained,  that  the 
**  Judges"  of  those  courts  shall  hold  their  offices  ^  during 
good  behaviour ;"  and  that  "  during  their  continuance  in 
office,  their  salaries  shall  not  be  diminished." 

Congress  have  lately  passed  an  act,  **  to  regulate" 
(among  other  things)  '*  the  claims  of  invalid  pensions." 

Upon  due  consideration  we  have  been  unanimously 
of  opinion  that,  under  this  act,  the  Circuit  Court,  held 
for  the  Pennsylvania  district,  could  not  proceed : 

1.  Because  the  business,  directed  by  this  act,  is  not 
of  a  Judicial  nature;  it  forms  no  part  of  the  power  vest- 
ed, by  the  Constitution,  in  the  Courts  of  the  United 
States ;  the  Circuit  Court  must  consequently  have  pro- 
ceeded without  constitutional  autiiority. 

2.  Because,  i^  upon  that  business,  the  Court  had 
proceeded,  its  judgments  (for  its  opinions  are  its  judg- 
ments) might,  under  the  same  act,  have  been  revised 
and  controlled  hj  the  Legislature,  and  by  an  officer  in 
the  Executive  Department ;  such  revision  and  control 
we  deemed  radically  inconsistent  with  independence  of 
that  Judicial  power  which  is  vested  in  the  courts ;  and, 
consequently,  with  that  important  principle,  which  is 
so  strictly  observed  by  tiie  Constitution  of  the  United 
States. 

These,  sir,  are  the  reasons  of  our  conduct  Be  as- 
sured that,  ti^ough  it  became  necessary,  it  was  for  from 
being  pleasant  To  be  obliged  to  act  contrary  either  to 
the  obvious  directions  of  Congress,  or  to  a  constitution- 
al principle,  in  our  judgment,  equally  obvious,  excited 
foiling  in  us,  which  we  hope  never  to  experience  again. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  most  perfect  con- 
sideration and  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very 
humble  servants, 

JAMES  WILSON, 
JOHN  BLAIR, 
RICHARD  PETERS. 

Mr.  Williamson,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed, presented  a  bill  tor  the  sale  of  lands  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States  Northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio;  which  was  received  and  read  the  first 
time. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing his  report  on  the  petition  of  Robert  Neil ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  state  of  the  recruiting  service,  and 
to  report  thereupon  to  the  House ;  and  that  Mr. 
Hartley,  Mr.  Moorb,  and  Mr.  Thatcher,  be  the 
said  committee. 


Monday,  April  23. 

A  bill  providing  for  the  sale  of  land  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States  Northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
to-morrow. 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  authorizing  the 
grant  and  conveyance  of  certain  lands  to  John 
Cleves  Symmes  and  his  associates ;  and  that  Mr. 
Datton,  Mr.  Tredwell,  and  Mr.  Oilman,  be  of 
the  said  committee. 

THE  MILITIA  BILL. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  calling 
forth  the  Militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions : 

The  second  section  of  the  bill  being  under  con- 
sideration— 

Mr.  LivERMORE,  objected  to  the  general  terms 
used  in  this  section ;  he  thought  the  nature  of  the 
ofiiences  intended  to  be  guarded  a^nst,  ought  to 
be  more  particularly  defined,  that  the  sources  from 
whence  complaints  should  issue  should  be  pointed 
out. 

Mr.  Benson  was  in  favor  of  introducing  the  de- 
press words  of  the  Constitution,  and  movedto  strike 
out  certain  expressions  for  the  purpose  of  substi- 
tuting those  words. 

Mr.  White  observed,  that  the  objections  which 
had  now  been  started  were  considered  by  the 
Committee,  and  attempts  were  made  to  render 
the  clause  more  express  and  definite,  but  it  was 
found  they  only  rendered  it  more  ol)scure. 

Mr.  Baldwin  said  he  considered  the  objection 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  as  involving 
a  dangerous  principle.  It  seems  to  suppose  that 
the  General  Government  only  possesses  the  power 
to  suppress  insurrections ;  whereas  the  States  in- 
dividually certainly  possess  this  power ;  they  can 
suppress  msurrections,  and  will  do  it ;  their  mter- 
est  IS  involved  in  supporting  the  laws,  and  they  are 
fully  competent  to  do  it. 

Mr.  Kittera  said  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire  objects  to  the  clause  because  it  is  not 
particular  enough;  while  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  thinks  it  not  general  enough ;  he  thought 
that  the  clause  was  very  well  expressed;  it  adopts 
that  medium  which  in  such  cases  is  perhapsalways 
the  safest. 

Mr.  Page. — I  move  to  strike  out  the  clause-^it 
cannot  be  amended;  I  hope  there  is  no  occasion 
for  such  a  clause;  it  holds  out  an  idea  of  resistance 
which  I  wiU  not  suppose  can  exist.  Mild  and 
equitable  laws  will  not  be  resisted;  and  if  Congress 
should  be  so  infatuated  as  to  enact  those  of  a  con- 
trary nature,  I  hope  they  will  be  repealed,  and 
not  enforced  by  martial  law.  We  have  seen  no 
occasion  for  tbiree  years  past  of  such  a  law  as  is 
now  supposed  necessary.  If  the  resistance  be  sm^, 
said  a  member  from  North  Carolina,  the  magis- 
trates will  be  competent  to  the  business ;  if  ^eat, 
it  would  not  be  prudent  to  attempt  to  crush  it.  It 
is  not  necessary  to  make  laws  merely  because  the 
Constitution  authorizes  a  dangerous  power. 
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Mr.  Murray  said,  he  was  opposed  to  the  last 
motion^  as  well  as  to  that  from  the  gentleman  from 
New  York.  He  offered  several  remarks  to  show  the 
necessity  of  providing  for  an  energetic  execution 
of  the  laws,  while  at  the  same  time  he  was  folly 
impressed  with  the  importance  of  harinff  thepower 
denned  and  guarded  as  much  as  possihle.  He  ad* 
▼erted  to  the  British  Goyemment,  where  a  prompt 
and  energetic  execution  of  the  law  is  considered 
of  the  first  importance,  while  at  the  same  time  the 
military  is  never  called  in  but  in  the  last  extremity. 
He  gave  a  short  accoimt  of  the  proceedings  of  that 
Government  in  the  insurrection  raised  in  the  city 
of  London  by  Lord  Gteorge  Gordon,  Ac. 

Mr.  Clark  was  in  favor  of  strikinff  out  He 
said  the  motion  from  the  gentleman  of  New  York, 
went  to  call  forth  the  military  in  case  of  any  oppo- 
sition to  the  e:i:cise  law ;  so  tnat  if  an  old  woman 
was  to  strike  an  excise  officer  with  a  broomstick, 
forsooth  the  military  is  to  be  called  out  to  suppress 
an  insurrection.  The  Government,  he  observed, 
was  in  its  infancy,  and  he  saw  no  necessity  for 
supposing  that  the  people  would  at  this  early  stage 
oppose  the  laws. 

Mr.  Benson  rose  to  explain.  He  said,  his  ideas 
were  misconceived,  he  had  no  such  designs  as 
were  imputed  to  him ;  his  wish  was  to  provide  in 
the  simplest  and  best  manner  for  the  object  con- 
templated in  the  bilL 

Mr.  Gerrt,  said  he  was  opposed  to  striking  out 
the  section,  but  still  was  not  pleased  with  it  alto- 
gether} ana  moved  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Mercer  said,  he  had  not  heard  any  propo- 
sition which  pleased  him ;  he  liked  the  section  as 
it  stood  better  than  any  of  Uiem^  but  thought  that  it 
required  some  essential  alteration  or  addition ;  he 
had  no  idea  that  this  Government  was  to  depend 
on  the  several  State  Gktvemments  for  carrying  its 
laws  into  execution.  He  then  adverted  to  the  two 
different  powers  in  a  community,  the  civil  and 
military ;  the  first  is  a  deliberative  power,  the  other 
cannot  deliberate ;  and  therefore  m  no  free  coun- 
try can  the  latter  be  called  forth,  nor  martial  law 
pro<ilaimed  but  under  sreat  restrictions.  He  ob- 
served, that  the  Generiu  Government  had  respect 
to  the  persons  of  the  citizens  of  the  several  States, 
and  not  to  the  Government  of  those  States ;  on 
this  principle  the  marshals  of  the  several  States 
have  a  power  to  call  forth  the  posse  comittcUus; 
and  additional  marshab  should  oe  appointed,  and 
only  in  the  last  extremity  they  may  call  forth  the 
mihtary  power;  he  was  m  favor  on  the  whole  of 
retaining  the  section,  and  concluded  by  reading  a 
clause  which  he  proposed  should  be  inserted  as  an 
additional  section. 

Mr.  Sbnet  was  in  favor  of  retainiujgp  the  clause, 
but  he  thought  it  ought  to  be  qualined  by  some 
explanatory  article. 

Mr.  PAO£.-^Suppose  the  case  should  happen  in 
which  the  militia  should  refuse  to  act  regulars 
must  then  be  called  in — a  fair  pretext  for  a  mUi- 
tary  establishment  Treason  has  existed  in  every 
country,  and  has  been  punished  with  the  appro- 
bation of  ffood  men ;  and  should  a  combination 
too  powernil  take  place,  ind  application  be  made 
for  assistance,  let  Congress  make  laws  to  provide 


for  such  cases  in  future.  It  should  be  remem- 
bered that  the  doctrine  now  contended  for  is  that 
very  doctrine  which  dismembered  the  British 
Empire.  Sir,  it  would  have  been  happy  for  Bri- 
tain if  this  doctrine  had  never  been  taught  in  that 
Eongdom.  Soldiers,  not  militia,  must  be  the  pro- 
per toob  for  the  Gk>vernment  tnat  wishes  to  en- 
force its  laws  by  arms.  But  do  the  virtuous,  pa- 
tient sutnnissive,  and  truly  patriotic  citizens  of 
the  United  States  deserve  the  suspicion  which  is 
excited  against  them,  and  stigmatizes  them  in  the 
clause  which  I  move  to  strike  out? 

Such  bills  in  a  free  State,  where  the  people 
have  been  taught  to  look  upon  the  right  of  refus- 
ing submission  to  unconstitutional  acts,  may 
excite  insurrections  much  easier  than  (juefl 
them. 

The  motion  for  striking  out  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Steele  moved  to  amend  the  section  by 
striking  out  the  clause  which  authorizes  the  Pre- 
sident OF  THE  United  States  to  call  out  the 
militia  of  one  State  to  suppress  insurrections  in 
another.  He  enforced  this  motion  by  saying  tha$ 
he  hoped  it  would  always  be  found  tnat  there 
were  a  sufficient  number  of  persons  within  every 
State  weH  aJOTected  to  the  laws  to  suppress  any 
oppositicA  to  them  within  the  State. 

Mr.  Murray  replied  to  Mr.  Steele.  He  said 
that  theffentleman^  observations  went  to  deprive 
the  peo^e  of  one  of  the  most  obvious  benefits 
arising  from  the  social  compact  He  said  he 
should  be  much  obliged  to  the  gentleman  if  he 
would  point  out  any  other  remedy  for  the  case  con- 
templated, than  that  proposed ;  u)r  his  own  part, 
he  knew  of  none. 

Mr.  Giles  observed,  that  the  exigency  contem- 
plated by  the  section  was  of  so  great  magnitude, 
that  of  the  opposition  of  a  whole  State  to  the 
laws  of  the  Union,  that  it  required  a  more  com- 

gtent  provision  than  was  provided  by  this  bill, 
e  was  fully  impressed  with  the  propriety  of  the 
Government's  possessing  a  power  to  execute 
its  laws,  and  to  provide  for  its  own  secuiity; 
still  he  considered  that  the  case  to  be  provided 
for  could  not  hai^)en  suddenly,  and  therefore  he 
thought  the  power  now  under  consideration  could 
not  with  safety  be  intrusted  to  the  President  of 
THE  United  States  ',  he  was  therefore  in  fkvor 
of  striking  out  the  clause. 

Mr.  Gerry  supported  the  clause ;  he  denied 
that  it  involved  tne  consequences  deduced  by  the 
gentlemen  opposed  to  it  It  does  not  suppose  a 
State  to  be  in  rebellion ;  such  a  supposition  can- 
not be  supported,  when  it  is  considered  that  in 
order  to  a  State's  being  considered  in  that  light,  a 
Le£[islative  act  must  precede  and  accoinpany  a 
declaration  of  the  fact.  He  adverted  to  facts  to 
show  the  necessity  for  the  provision.  He  had  no 
objection  to  qualifying  the  clause  by  directing  the 
marshals  in  the  first  instance  to  apply  to  the  Exe- 
cutives of  the  several  States. 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  opposed  to  the  clause,  and  in 
favor  of  striking  out  He  adverted  to  the  Con- 
stitution to  show  that  it  was  not  contemplated 
thereby  that  this  power  should  be  slightly  dele^ 
gated  to  the  Executive,  and  agreeable  to  this  idea 
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the  first  Congress  had  dealt  out  this  power  with 
a  sparing  hand. 

The  motion  for  striking  ont  the  clause  was  ne- 
gatived. 

Mr.  Steele  moved  to  add  a  clause  providing 
for  the  intervening  of  a  session  of  Congress  pre- 
vious to  the  marching  of  the  militia  of  one  State 
into  ano^er ;  this,  after  some  debate,  was  nega- 
tived. 

An  amendment  was  then  moved  by  Mr.  Madi- 
son to  modify  the  section,  so  as  to  delegate  this 
Sower  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
uring  the  recess  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Benson  observed,  that  with  respect  to  the 
obiect^  State  lines  were  perfectly  ideal ;  that  an 
inhabitant  of  one  State  was  equally  bound  with 
that  of  another  to  march  to  suppress  insurrec- 
tions, and  to  assist  in  execution  of  the  laws  as 
much  as  the  inhabitants  of  a  State  in  which  the 
opposition  to  the  laws  existed. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  BIadison  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Baldwin  moved  an  amendment  to  the  se- 
cond section,  providing  that  information  of  any 
insurrection  shall  be  communicated  to  the  Presi- 
dent OF  THE  United  States  by  one  of  the  Asso- 
ciate Justices,  or  the  District  Judge ;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Mercer  proposed  an  additional  section  pro- 
viding for  the  issuing  a  Proclamation  by  the  r  r£- 
siDENT  OF  THE  United  States,  Rud  for  the  read- 
ing of  such  Proclamation  in  the  hearing  of  the 
insurgents,  previous  to  using  a  military  forces 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Section  3f-Mr.  Merger  moved  to  add  after 
the  words  ^'  articles  of  war,"  in  the  10th  line,  ex- 
cept that  they  shall  not  he  aubject  to  corporal  pu- 
nishment; this,  after  some  debate,  was  negatived. 

The  Committee  now  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendments  disa- 
greed to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  entitled  ^^An 
act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  national  de- 
fence, by  establishing  an  uniform  Militia  through- 
out the  United  States,"  and  desire  a  conference 
with  this  House  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  said 
amendments,  and  have  appointed  managers  at  the 
said  conference  on  their  part.  Thej  have  passed 
the  bill  entitled  *'An  act  to  indemnify  the  estate 
of  the  late  Major  General  Nathaniel  Greene,  for 
a  certain  bond  entered  into  by  him  during  the  late 
war,"  with  several  amendments ;  and  a  bill  enti- 
tled '^An  act  to  compensate  the  services  of  the  late 
Colonel  George  Gil^on ;"  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mir.  Hartley,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  present  state  of  the  recruitin^^  ser- 
vice, made  a  report;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 


Tubsdat,  April  24. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  to  in- 
demnif]^  the  estate  of  the  late  Major  General 
Nathaniel  Greene  for  a  certain  bond  entered  into 


by  him  during  the  late  war ;  and  the  same  being 
twice  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Dayton,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  authorizinjg;  the  grant  and  convey- 
ance of  certain  lands  to  John  Cleves  Symmesand 
his  associates ;  was  read  twice^  and  committed. 

Mr.  Gerry,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  a  motion  for  obtaining  an  impartial  pub- 
lication of  the  debates  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, made  a  report  i  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  Senate  and 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  do 
adjourn  their  respective  Houses  on  the  5th  day  of 
May  nextj  to  close  the  present  sessions,  and  to 
meet  again  on  such  day  as  may  by  law  be  di- 
rected. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
pnrepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  alter  the 
time  for  the  next  annual  meeting  of  Concnress ; 
and  that  Mr.  Goodhue,  Mr.  Benson,  and  Mr. 
Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  be  the  said  committee. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  petition  of 
Robert  Neil.    Whereupon, 

Resolved.  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner, 
praying  relief  against  the  determination  of  the 
Auditor  and  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  on  a 
claim  which  he  has  exhibited  against  the  United 
B^^s,  cannot  be  granted. 

eni  Go^DHCX,  ^om  the  committee  appointed, 
j^y  Ate'd  a  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  the  next  an- 
laaI  meeting  of  Congress ;  which  was  received, 
read  twice^  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
the  third  time. 

Mr.  FiTZsiMONS,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed, presented  a  bill  making  certain  appropnations 
therein  specified ;  which  was  received,  read  twice, 
and  committed. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONs,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed, presented  a  bill  to  authorize  the  remission  of 
certain  duties;  which  was  received,  read  twice, 
and  committed. 

The  House  a^in  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  provide 
for  calling  forth  the  Militia  to  execute  the  laws  of 
the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  inva- 
sions; and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  again 
had  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  agreed 
to  several  amendments  thereto ;  which  he  deli- 
vered in  at  the  Clerk's  table. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  the  next 
annual  meeting  of  Congress  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

Wednesday,  April  25. 

Mr.  Laurancb,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Charles  Colyill  and 
William  Robertson,  made  a  report ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

THE  MHilTU  BILL. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
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House  yesterday,  to  the  bill  to  provide  for  calling 
forth  the  Militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
suppress  insurrections,  and  rend  inrasions. 

The  second  section  of  the  bul,  for  calling  forth 
the  Militia,  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  Goodhue  observed  that  the  amendment 
api>eared  to  him  to  require  some  amendment ;  for 
an  insurrection  may  happen  in  a  remote  part  of 
the  Union,  and  all  the  mischief  completed  before 
this  proclamation  could  reach  the  spot. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONs  observed  that  the  proclamation 
could  reach  the  scene  of  action  as  soon  as  the  or- 
der from  the  President  for  calling  forth  the  Mi- 
litia could  ^  therefore,  the  objection  applies  to 
other  parts  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Mercer  supported  the  amendment  on  pre- 
cedent, and  by  arguments  drawn  from  facts  and 
experience. 

Mr.  Li  VERM  ore  objected,  generally,  to  any 
amendment  of  the  bill.  He  doubted  wnether  the 
Legislature  of  the  United  States  had  a  right  to 
authorize  the  President  to  call  forth  the  Militia 
till  some  real  necessity  for  the  measure  should 
exist. 

Mr.  Clark  inquired  whether  the  United  States 
have  a  right  to  call  on  the  justices  of  the  peace 
to  execute  the  laws  of  Congress  ?  if  they  have  no 
such  right,  the  amendment,  so  far  as  it  respects 
those  officers,  is  nugatory. 

Mr.  White  was  in  favor  of  the  clause  tf^^fi- 
rally,  but  said  he  had  no  idea  that  the  GeneruC" 


ference  with  this  House  on  the  subject-matter  of 
the  amendments  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  and 
insisted  on  bjr  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  more  effect- 
ually to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by  esta- 
blishing an  uniform  Militia  throughout  the  United 
States.    Whereupon, 

Resolvedj  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
said  conference,  and  that  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  White, 
and  Mr.  Murray,  be  appointed  managers  at  the 
same,  on  the  part  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  on  the  16th  instant,  to  the  bill  sent  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  regulating  pro- 
cesses in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States^  and  pro- 
viding compensations  for  the  officers  of  the  said 
courts,  and  for  jurors  and  witnesses,"  and  made 
some  progress  therein,  when  an  adjournment  was 
called  for.  Whereupon,  the  several  orders  of  the 
day  were  further  postponed  until  to-morrow.  . 


Thdrsdat,  April  26. 

An  en^ossed  bill  to  provide  for  calling  forth 
the  Militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  sup- 
press insurrections,  and  repel  invasions,  was  read 
the  third  time,  ana  passed. 

Mr.  Williamson,  from  ^e  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Lewis  Garanger,  in 
behalf  of  himself  and  his  brother,  Charles  Garan- 
ger,^  made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
verninent  had  any  right  to  call  tn  the  office*^.  'N|tahe  on  the  table, 
the  particular  States  to  execute  the  j^ws  ^  '"^^  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 

Union.  *  Ntt  f.  ilie  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 


Mr.  Gerrt,  adverting  to  several  parts  of  tne 
Constitution,  observed,  that  nothing   could    be 

C'ner  than  this — that  the  General  Government 
a  ri^ht  to  require  the  assistance  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  several  State  Governments  j  for  they 
have  severally  taken  an  oath  to  support  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Kittera  opposed  the  amendment.  He 
thought  the  tendency  of  it,  so  far  from  operating 
to  suppress  insurrections,  would  produce  them  in 
a  mucn  greater  degree.  He  objected  particularly 
to  that  part  of  the  clause  which  required  the  pro- 
clamation's being  read  in  the  hearing  of  the  insur- 
gents. He  believed  it  was  true,  tluit  no  advan- 
tage had  ever,  in  fact,  resulted  from  the  practice. 

It  was  then  voted  to  strike  out  the  latter  part  of 
the  amendment,  which  respects  calling  on  the  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  or  the  judges  to  read  the  pro- 
clamation. 

And  then  the  said  bill,  together  with  the  amend- 
ments, were  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the 
third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  of 
this  House,  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Se- 
nate and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  adjourn  their  respective  Houses  on  the  5th 
day  of  May  next,  to  close  their  present  sessions, 
and  to  meet  again  on  such  day  as  may  by  law  be 
directed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
from  the  Senate  on  Monday  last,  desiring  a  con- 


tion  of  Charles  Colvill  and  William  Robertson. 
Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  the  said  report  be  referred  to 
ehe  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill 
making  certain  appropriations  therein  mentioned. 

Mr.  Lee,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
on  sundry  petitions,  praying  the  renewal  of  certi- 
ficates which  have  been  lost  or  destroyed,  made  a 
report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  16tn  instant,  to  the  bill  sent 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  regulating  pro- 
cesses in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  pro- 
viding compensations  for  the  officers  of  the  said 
courts,  and  for  jurors  and  witnesses ;"  and  the 
same  being  further  amended,  were,  on  the  ques- 
tion severally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  together  with  the 
amendments  thereto,  be  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tions reported  by  the  Conmiittee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  13th  instant,  on  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  alterations 
in  the  act  entitled  "An  act  repealinff,  after  the  last 
day  of  June  next,  the  duties  heretofore  laid  u^n 
distilled  spirits  imported  from  abroad,  and  laying 
others  in  their  stead  j  and,  also,  upon  spirits  dis- 
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tilled  witMn  the  United  States,  and  for  appropri- 
ating the  same ;"  and,  the  said  resolutions  being 
twice  read,  were,  on  the  question  severally  put 
thereupon,  affreea  to  by  the  House. 

Oraeredy  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  inpur- 
suant  to  the  said  resolutions;  and  that  Mr.  Fitz- 
SIMONS,  Mr.  Parker,  and  Mr.  Macon,  do  prepare 
and  brinff  in  the  same. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  authorizing  agrant  and 
conveyance  of  certain  lands  to  John  Cle  ves  Sy  mmes 
and  lus  associates;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Commit- 
tee had  had  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and 
made  an  amendment  thereto ;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  together  with  the 
amendment,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time 
to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  confirm  an 
award  or  report  of  referees  between  the  United 
States  and  Comfort  Sands,  and  others ;  and  that 
Mr.  Benson,  Mr.  Smith,  of  New  Hampshire,  and 
Mr.  Griffin,  be  the  said  committee. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  registering  ships 
or  vessels,  and  for  refulatin^  those  employed  m 
the  coasting  trade  and  fishenes ;  and,  aher  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  reported 
progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  a^in. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  reducing  the  rates 
of  postage  on  newspapers ;  and,  after  some  time 
^nt  therein,  the  Cnairman  reported  that  the 
Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  considera- 
tion, and  made  an  amendment  thereto;  which 
was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  die  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 


Friday,  April  27. 

The  bin  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^^  An  act 
regulating  processes  in  the  Courts  of  the  United 
States,  and  providing  compensations  for  the  offi- 
cers or  the  said  courts,  and  for  jurors  and  witness- 
es," with  the  amendments,  was  taken  up,  on  its 
third  reading;  when 

Mr.  Mercer  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  in  order 
to  restorinjBf  an  amendment  disagreed  to  in  the 
House,  which  had  passed  unanimously  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  This  amendment  was,  to 
strike  out  the  clause  that  authorizes  the  creditor  to 
pursue  his  action  till  atender  of  the  debt  and  costs  in 
gold  or  silver  is  made.  This  motion  was  founded  on 
the  particular  circumstances  of  persons  indebted  to 
foreigners.  It  was  said  that  the  law,  with  this 
clause  in  it,  would  annihilate  the  power  of  the 
several  States  to  pass  insolvent  laws ;  and,  in  con- 
sequence, those  unfortunate  debtors  would  be  en- 
tirely in  the  power  of  a  set  of  persons  who  re- 
tained the  most  rancorous  enmity  against  the  Re- 
volution, and  the  persons  most  conspicuous  in 
their  exertions  to  brmg  about  that  event.    It  was 


I  further  said,  that  it  vests  a  power  in  a  merciless 
creditor  to  immure  an  unfortunate  debtor  within 
the  walls  of  a  prison  for  life.  It  confounds  the 
unfortunate  with  the  vicious  and  abandoned,  and 
extends  a  regulation  designed  originally  merely  to 

Sroduce  a  fiul  discovery  and  delivery  of  all  the 
ebtor's  proper tv,  to  a  most  unrighteous  and  un- 
reasonable punismnent,  to  the  shortening  of  life, 
and  to  the  mjuring  of  society.  It  was  further  ob- 
served, that  Its  operation  would  place  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States  upon  a  very  different  footing 
from  English  debtors  who  owe  money  to  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States.  The  Treaty  of  Peace 
which  had  been  mentioned,  was  concluded  during 
the  existence  of  those  laws  under  which  the  Bri- 
tish debtors  enjoyed  priyileees  which  will  by  no 
means  be  reciprocal,  should  this  clause  be  re- 
tained. It  was  also  observed,  that  if  this  law  was 
passed,  it  would  not  be  in  the  power  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  provide  a  remedy,  as  it  would  be  an  ex 
post  facto  law;  it  would  place  the  debtors  in  a 
inuch  worse  situation  than  they  were  in  at  the 
time  the  contracts  were  made — by  giving  these 
foreign  creditors  an  advantage  which  they  did  not 
contemplate  at  the  time  when  the  credit  was 
given. 

In  opposition  to  the  motion  for  recommitting 
the  bill,  it  was  contended  that  the  creditors  alluded 
to  had  not  discovered  that  rancorous  and  cruel 
disposition,  in  at  least  some  of  the  States,  which 
had  been  complained  of;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
had  treated  their  debtors  in  the  most  humane  ana 

generous  manner.    The  provision  contemplated 
y  the  bill  is  precisely  the  same  with  that  con- 
tained in  a  law  whicn  has  twice  received  the 
sanction  of  Congress  under  the  new  Constitution, 
of  which  no  comj^aint  had  ever  been  made ;  that 
to  prescribe  a  dinerent  rule,  would  excite  great 
alarms,  and  be  attended  with  embarrassments,  and 
perhaps  with  injury  to  the  debtor  as  well  as  to  the 
creditor.    To  leave  it  optional  with  the  debtor  to 
say  in  what  manner  he  will  pay  his  debts,  or  to 
subject  the  creditor  to  the  caprice  of  the  several 
Btate  Gk)yernments  whose  laws  may  be  founded 
on  very  opposite  principles,  will  put  it  out  of  his 
power  to  get  his  debts  paid  a^eeably  to  the  Treaty 
of  Peace,  and  therefore  will  be  a  virtual  infraction 
of  that  treaty.    The  provision,  it  was  said^  is 
strictly  conformable  to  the  letter  of  the  Constitu- 
tion.   Uniformity,  in  connexion  with  justice,  was 
a  principal  object  contemplated  by  the  Constitu- 
tion.   Tnis  was  considered  as  one  of  its  chief  ex- 
cellencies ;  but,  to  say  that  foreign  creditors  shall 
be  subjected  to  the  Legislative  provisions  of  the 
several  States,  which  are  known  to  clash,  some  of 
which  have  made  paper  a  tender,  others  of  which 
have  depreciated  paper  in  circulation,  is Jto  defeat 
every  just  expectation  founded  on  the  Treaty  of 
Peace  and  the  Constitution.    It  was  urged  that 
this  clause  ought  to  be  retained  on  every  princi- 
ple of  uniformity  as  a  general  provision.    Nor 
could  it  be  considered  as  an  ear  post  Jacto  law, 
since  every  contract  would  remain  as  it  was,  and 
always  be  determined  according  to  its  own  jprin- 
ciples;  except  by  mutual  consent,  this  generajj^ro- 
vision  should  be  resorted  to. 
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The  question  was  then  taken  on  recommitting 
the  l^^  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  recommitted  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  immediately. 

The  House  accordingly  again  resolved  itself  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  said  bill; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  again  had  the 
said  bfll  -under  consideration,  and  made  a  farther 
amendment  thereto ;  which  was  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to. 

The  said  bill,  together  with  the  amendments 
thereto,  was  again  read ;  and  on  the  question  that 
the  same  do  pass,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirma- 
tive. •      • 

An  engrossed  bill  authorizing  a  ^rant  and  con- 
veyance of  certain  lands  to  John  Cleves  Symmes 
and  his  associates  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  reducing  the  rates  of  post- 
age on  newspapers,  was  read  tne  third  time  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Benson,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  confirm  an  award  or  referees 
Detween  the  United  States  and  certain  contractors 
for  furnishing  supplies  of  provision  to  the  Army, 
during  the  late  war ;  which  was  received  and  read 
twice  and  9ommitted. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bilL  entitled  "  An 
act  to  provide  for  callinjB^  forth  the  Militia  to  exe- 
cute the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections, 
and  repel  invasions.'*^  They  also  recede  from  their 
amendments,  disagreed  to  dv  this  House,  and  in- 
sisted on  by  the  Senate,  to  tne  bill,  entitled  ['  An 
act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  national 
defence,  by  establishing  an  uniform  Militia  through- 
out the  United  States."  And  they  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  rabin^  farther  sum 
of  money  for  the  protection  of  the  Frontiers,  and 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  with  seve- 
ral amendments ;  to  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

Mr.  FiTZsiMONs,  from  the  committee  appointed, 

S resented  a  bill  concerning  the- duties  on  spirits 
istilled  within  the  United  States ;  which  was  re- 
ceived, read  twice  and  committed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "for 
raising  a  farther  sum  of  money  for  the  protection 
of  the  Frontiers,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  amend- 
ed and  agreed  to. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned 
for  debt ;"  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the 
said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  no  amend- 
ment thereto. 

The  several  orders  of  the  day  were  further  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  April  28. 

Mr.  Ames,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 


sury on  the  subject  of  Marine  Hospitals^  made  a 
report;  which  was  read, and  ordered  to  he  on  the 
table. 

The' House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  concerning  the  duties 
on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  several  amend- 
ments thereto. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  agree  to  the  amendment  proposed 
by  this  House  to  their  amendments  to  the  bill,  en- 
titled "  An  act  for  raising  a  farther  sum  of  money 
for  the  protection  of  the  Frontiers,  and  for  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned."  They  have  also 
resolved  that  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  reducing 
the  rates  of  postage  on  newspapers"  do  not  pass 
to  a  second  reading. 

Monday,  April  30. 

The  Spbareb  laid  before  the  House  a  Letta 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurv,  accompanying 
his  reports  on  two  petitions  of  Ricnard  Blackledge; 
also,  on  the  petition  of  Joseph  Henderson  and 
Alexander Contee  Hanson;  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  relative  to  the  com- 
pensations to  certain  officers  employed  in  the  col- 
lection of  the  duties  of  impc^t  and  tonnage ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  several  amend- 
ments thereto. 

Orderedf  That  the  said  bilL  together  with  the 
amendments,  do  lie  on  the  table. 

DUTIES  ON  SPmiTS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Saturday  last,  to  the  bill  concerning  the 
duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States; 
and  the  same  beins^  read,  some  were  agreed  to, 
and  others  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  Steele  moved  to  strike  out  ei^ht  cents  and 
insert  six,  upon  the  first  class  of  spirits  distilled 
from  fruit  or  ^in  within  the  United  States.  This 
motion,  he  said,  had  &iled  in  Committee,  but  upon 
reflection  the  House  might  probably  express  a  dif- 
ferent opinion,  and  with  that  hope  he  was  induced 
to  renew  the  motion.  When  a  proposition  has  for 
its  basis  justice  as  well  as  pohcy,  it  cannot  lose 
advocates  by  consideration,  and  several  days 
having  elapsed  since  the  former  discussion,  a  well 
grounded  assurance  is  entertained  that  the  present 
attempt  will  not  be  wholly  unsuccessful.  The 
object  of  the  Excise  law  originally  was  supposed 
to  be  revenue.  The  objects  of  the  present  bill  is 
to  remove  objections,  and,  if  possible,  render  that 
mode  of  taxation  more  palatable  to  the  community  • 
If  therefore  it  can  be  proved  that  neither  of  these 
desired  ends  can  be  attained  without  reducing  the 
duty^ommon  sense  suggests  the  propriety  of  doing 
it.  The  manner  in  which  this  law  is  now  exe- 
cuted has  disgracefully  committed  the  dignity  of 
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the  General  Gorernment,  and  a  sense  of  national 
honor  requires  that  one  of  two  things  should  be 
done ;  either  that  the  law  be  totally  repealed,  or 
fully  executed.  If  the  latter  be  the  uetermination 
of  tne  Government,  it  cannot  be  productive  with- 
out reducing  the  rate  simplifying  its  operations, 
and,  in  many  respects,  rendering  it  less  exception- 
able* to  the  people.  It  has  been  enacted  now  near 
twelve  months,  and  in  that  time  it  cannot  be  said 
to  have  been  well  executed  in  all,  or  productive 
in  any  part  of  the  United  States,  in  the  degree 
which  was  originally  expected. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  proposed,  in 
his  report,  that  m  certain  instances  the  proprietors 
of  stills  should  be  allowed  to  discharge  tne  amount 
of  their  respective  duties  in  the  produce  of  the 
distilleries.  This,  sir,  will  be  an  accommodation 
to  the  distillers,  but  while  it  answers  this  benefi- 
cial purpose  to  them,  it  operates  as  a  strong  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  a  reduction  of  the  duties.  If  rea- 
sonably reduced,  an  indulgence  so  unfavorably  to 
the  public  would  not  be  demanded  or  expected. 
The  present  motion  is  made  under  a  conviction 
(resulting  from  a  considerable  knowledge  of  the 
nature  of  grain  distilleries,  and  of  the  circum- 
stances of  the  country  where  they  are  most  in 
use)  that  the  Treasury  will  receive  more  money 
from  a  duty  of  six  than  nine  cents  upon  the  gallon. 

Mr.  Steele  then  begged  the  House  to  recollect 
that  this  is  the  first  attempt  to  introduce  a  system 
of  excise  into  the  United  States ;  that  it  is  too  the 
first  attempt  to  tax  any  article  of  American 
growth  or  manufacture ;  that  the  law  requires  a 
surrender  of  at  least  one-fourth  part  of  the  value 
of  the  thing  excised,  and  that  not  only  the  justice 
of  the  measure  is  denied,  but  its  policy  b  doubted. 
The  necessities  of  the  Government  are  so  inter- 
woven at  this  time  with,  its  policy,  that  it  is  not 
easy  for  this  or  any  other  measure  relating  to  re- 
venue, to  undergo  the  proper  consideration,  or  to 
be  decided  simply  upon  its  merits.  The  opposi- 
tion to  this  law  has  not  proceeded  from  a  restless 
and  disorderly  spirit  among  the  people,  but  from 
an  aversion  which  freemen  in  all  countries  ever 
had,  and  perhaps  ever  will  have  to  this  mode  of 
taxation.  And  let  ingenious  theorists  refine  as 
they  please  upon  the  nature  of  indirect  taxes,  it 
must  always  be  admitted  that  excises  retrench  the 
liberty  of  the  citizens  on  whom  they  operate,  and 
that  tney  are  subject  to  solid,  as  well  as  plausible 
objections.  It  has  already  been  the  subject  of 
much  complaint  in  many  parts  of  the  Union,  and 
will  be  productive  of  serious  consequences  if  these 
complaints  be  not  redressed  by  the  Legislature,  in 
the  present  session.  Among  the  causes  of  dissatis- 
faction are  the  following:  1st  Excise  laws  are 
novel  in  the  United  States,  and  odious  in  their 
nature;  2d.  Articles  of  American  manufacture  are 
not  proper  objects  of  taxation,  and  if  they  were, 
the  rate  of  duty  in  this  instance  is  too  high;  3d. 
The  proportion  which  was  established  between 
the  rate  of  duties  on  molasses,  rum,  and  spirits  dis- 
tilled from  fruit  and  grain,  tends  to  the  encoura^- 
ment  of  the  former,  at  the  expense  and  depression 
of  the  latter;  4th.  Because  it  operates,  and  is  in 
fact,  a  tax  upon  this  occupation  and  agriculture, 
2d  Con.— 20 


as  they  stand  connected  in  one  part  of  the  Union, 
while  manufactures  in  other  parts  are  not  only 
rewarded  by  high  protecting  duties,  but  in  some 
instances  even  by  specified  U)unties. 

The  a^rriculturaf  interest  has  experienced  the 
unfavorable  influence  of  this  law  likewise,  and  it 
operates  most  oppressively  too  upon  that  class  of 
farmers  whose  estates  are  situated  in  the  interior 
country,  and  whose  interests  have  thus  far  passed 
almost  unnoticed,  in  the  policy  of  the  General 
Grovernment.  Tnat  class  of  citizens,  though  they 
have  not  been  most  solicitous,  are  nevertheless 
not  insensible  of  their  burdens,  and  the  neglect 
with  which  their  interest  has  been  treated. 

The  value  of  our  lands  has  been  stationary  for 
some  time ;  its  produce  not  in  demand,  and  where 
it  is,  at  depreciated  prices;  and  notwithstanding 
this,  taxes  are  imposed,  evidently  calculated  in 
their  operation  to  render  agriculture  tributary  to 
the  more  favored  branches  of  business. 

No  argument  can  be  advanced  that  will  justify 
the  imposition  of  burdens  upon  the  cultivation  of 
the  sou,  for  the  aggrandizement  of  manufactures, 
or  the  emolument  of  those  concerned  in  them. 

Mr.  Steele  then  said,  he  would  put  a  case, 
which  is  a  familiar  one  in  the  State  wnich  he  re- 
presents, and  might  be  so  in  others.  If  a  farmer 
is  possessed  of  a  given  quantity  of  rye  for  sale, 
money  cannot  be  obtained  for  it  at  any  price — ^he 
sends  it  to  a  distillery,  where  one-halt  is  given  in 
the  first  instance  for  manufacturing  the  other. 
The  duty  is  then  to  be  paid  out  of  the  fanner's 
part,  which  reduces  the  balance  to  less  than  one- 
third  of  the  original  quantity.  If  this  is  not  an 
oppressive  tax,  f  am  at  a  loss  to  describe  what  is 
so ;  and  if  a  proposition  had  been  made  to  lay  a 
similar  tax  upon  American  porter,  nails,  paper, 
shoes,  or  any  other  article  of  this  kind,  we  snould 
not  shortly  nave  heard  the  last  of  it.  And  here 
let  me  a^  what  is  in  the  nature  of  these  manufac- 
tories which  entitles  them  to  such  priorities  and 
preferences?  It  may  fairly  be  answered,  that  they 
are  nearer  to  perfection,  that  they  are  aided  by  more 
capital,  that  they  are  therefore  better  able  to  bear 
taxation,  and  that  the  advantages  which  they  now 
enjoy  have  been  derived  from  the  ffenerosity  of 
members  representing  the  agriculturcu  parts  oi  the 
country.  It  is  most  sincerely  to  be  wished  that  the 
manufacturing  States  would  fix  some  bounds  to 
their  expectations,  and  that  they  will  not  continue 
to  insbt  upon  unreasonable  sacrifices  from  those 
who  are  engaged  in  different  pursuits,  and  little 
able  to  make  tnem. 

The  tendency  of  this  law  has  been,  and,  if  not 
difierently  moaified^  will  continue  to  be,  to  build 
up  the  rum  distilleries  upon  the  ruins  of  those  em- 
ployed by  farmers  for  domestic  uses.  These  are 
not  suggested  to  be  the  motives  which  actuated 
any  part  of  the  majority  in  passing  this  law  origin- 
ally, or  which  now  influence  the  zealous  opposition 
to  tne  present  motion ;  but  as  the  reduction  of  the 
tax  is  objected  to  principally  by  gentlemen,  who 
on  other  occasions  have  been  anxious  to  afibrd 
Legislative  aid  to  American  manufactures,  it  is  not 
uncharitable  to  say  that  their  singular  conduct 
now  might  justify  such  an  imputation. 
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If  this  has  not  been  the  fjolicy,  my  motion  for 
the  proposed  redaction  will  indubitably  prevail. 

Mr.  Steele  then  called  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  system  of  Federal  taxation  in  general, 
and  instanced  several  duties  which  operate  un- 
favorably to  the  landed  interest,  in  the  Southern 
parts  of  the  Union.  Particularly  the  high  duty 
on  salt,  nails,  shoes,  and  other  essential  articles  in 
husbandry,  with  which  the  people  of  those  States 
are  almost  wholl^r  supplied  from  foreign  markets. 
The  enhanced  price  of  salt  and  nails  are  seriously 
complained  of  m  those  States,  because  the  one  is 
essential  to  the  improvement  of  their  large  stocks 
of  cattle ;  and  the  article  of  nails  is  in  very  exten- 
sive use  because  the  country  is  improving  m  build- 
ingjs,  and  yet  to  be  improved.  The  tax  upon  these 
articles  cannot  be  felt  in  an  equal  degree  in  the 
Northern  and  Eastern  States  for  very  obvious 
reasons. 

It  has  been  frequently  asserted  in  the  course  of 
this  debate,  that  distilleries  in  the  Eastern  States 
have  flourished  and  are  growing  up  under  the 
operation  of  this  law,  which,  if  true,  is  an  unan- 
swerable argument  in  proof  of  its  inequality.  In 
the  Southern  States  they  are  cramped,  in  many 
instances  annihilated ;  and  the  Secretary,  sensible 
of  this,  has,  in  his  report,  proposed  a  temporary 
expedient  of  allowing  the  distillers  the  privilege 
of  dischargmff  the  duties  on  the  spirits  distilled  at 
certain  stipulated  prices.  This  is  plainlv  admit- 
ting the  truth  of  an  assertion  which  has  often  been 
repeated,  that  the  law,  in  its  operation,  would  be 
found  unequal  and  oppressive. 

In  order  to  vote  understandingly  on  the  present 
question,  we  ou^ht  to  have  been  furnished  from 
the  Treasury,  with  a  statement  of  the  net  amount 
of  revenue  accruing  from  molasses  distillation,  af- 
ter deducting  the  drawbacks  upon  the  molasses 
distilled  and  the  rum  exported.  This,  compared 
with  the  amount  accruing  from  the  distillation  of 
American  produce,  on  which  a  drawback  is  sel- 
dom demsmded,  would  be  placing  the  subject  in  a 
proper  iK)int  of  view  for  a  satisfactory  decision. 
The  statement  should  now  be  called  for^  if  the 
late  hour  of  the  session  did  not  render  it  imprac- 
ticable. A  pntleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
AmesJ  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  has  stated 
that  the  existin^^  proportion  is  sufficiently  favor- 
able to  the  distillenes  employed  in  grain  and  fruit. 
For  that  the  American-made  rum  now  pays,  in- 
cluding thjB  duty  on  molasses,  thirteen  cents  per 
^Uon,  while  its  rival  liquor,  of  common  quality, 
is  only  subiect  to  nine  cents.  This  is  true,  as  it 
relates  to  the  consumers  within  the  United  States, 
and  if  none  was  exported,  might  be  less  excep- 
tionable; but  how  does  it  operate  upon  the  Ame- 
rican distillers  ?  One  in  Massachusetts  makes  a 
certain  quantity  of  rum  for  exportation ;  it  is  ex- 
ported, and  of  course  pays  no  duty ;  while  another, 
in  North  Carolina,  makes  an  equal  quantity  of 
spirits,  from  fruit  and  grain,  wholly  for  nome  con- 
sumption, and  stands  chargeable  for  the  full  amount 
of  the  duties.  But  admitting  them  both  to  be  ar- 
ticles of  American  manufacture,  and  alike  enti- 
tled to  Legislative  protection ;  is  there  any  color 
of  justice  in  taxing  rum,  which,  by  the  estimation 


of  the  gentlemen  themselves,  is  worth  in  the  mar- 
ket at  least  two-thirds  of  a  dollar  per  gallon,  only 
ten  cents^  when  you  propose  to  tax  spirits  made 
from  grain,  which  is  worth  in  the  marxet  but  hidf 
as  much,  eight  cents?  The  inequality  is  so  glaring 
that  if  the  motion  is  decided  on  principle  it  must 
succeed;  and  if  it  does,  there  is  good  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  people  will  be  disposed  to  give  <he 
law  a  fair  experiment,  even  in  places  where  it 
has  been  hitherto  least  palatable. 

This,  sir,  may  not  improperly  be  termed  a  strug- 
gle between  two  classes  of^citizens  whose  interests 
are,  and  will  be  for  some  years,  dissimilar — the 
agricultural  and  manufacturing  parts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  It  is  not  the  first  conflict  of  the  kind, 
and  may  not,  perhaps,  be  the  last;  and,  if  we  may 
judjze  from  experience,  it  will  not  be  difficult  to 
predict  how  it  will  terminate. 

However,  while  facts  and  principles  are  in  favor 
of  the  motion,  we  shall  be  justified  in  contending 
for  what  we  have  not  heretofore  had,  "constitu- 
tional equality,  and  impartial  legislation." 

It  may  once  for  all  be  remarked,  without  ex- 
pecting it  will  have  any  influence  on  the  House, 
that  a  great  majority  ot  my  constituents  hold  in 
detestation  the  name  as  well  as  the  nature  of  an 
Excise  law;  and  that  they  would  have  been  among 
the  first  to  remonstrate,  if  they  had  not  been  fully 
sensible  that  their  Representatives  would  speak 
their  sentiments  and  describe  their  feelings  when- 
ever a  proper  occasion  should  occur. 

This  is  aeemed  to  be  that  proper  occasion;  these 
are  their  sentiments,  delivered  in  the  language  of 
sincerity ;  and  if  they  are  disregarded,  the  mem- 
bers from  that  State  have  discharged  their  duty, 
and  will  not  be  answerable  for  the  consequences. 

But  it  has  been  said  by  a  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr.  FiTZsiMONSj  that  if  the  duty  be 
reduced  to  six  cents,  agreeably  to  my  motion,  it 
will  not  be  worth  collecting.  To  this  it  may  be 
plainly  answered,  that  if  the  duty  be  not  reduced, 
it  cannot,  nor  will  not,  be  collected. 

The  question  was  then  taken  that  the  House  do 
agree  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  for  filling  up  the  blank  for  the 
amount  of  duty  "  on  every  ^dlon  of  spirits  of  the 
first  class  of  proof,  distilled  within  the  United 
States  from  materials  of  the  growth  or  produce  of 
the  United  States,"  with  "  eight  cents,"  and  it  passed 
in  the  negative— yeas  26,  nays  27,  as  follows: 

Ykasw— Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
eon,  Eliai  Boudipot,  Sheaijtahob  Boune,  Benjmmin 
Bourne,  Abraham  Clark,  Thomas  FitxsimoDs,  Blbridge 
Gerrv,  Nicholas  GHlman,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James 
GoraoD,  James  HiUhouse,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John  Lan- 
rance,  Amasa  Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Jeremiah 
Smith,  William  Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Jonathan  Stur- 
ges,  Peter  Sylvester,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tred- 
well,  Jeiemi^  WadsworUi,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

Nats^ — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John 
Brown,  William  Findlcy,  Andrew  Gregg,  Wm.  Barry 
Grove,  Daniel  Heister,  Daniel  Huger,  Israel  Jacobs, 
Philip  Key,  Samuel  Livermore,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James 
Madison,  Andrew  Moore,  William  Vans  Murray,  Na- 
thaniel Niles»  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Joshua  Seney, 
Upton  Sheridine,  Israel  Smith,  John  Steele,  Thomas 
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Somptex,  Thraias  Tudor  Tuoker,  Alexander  White, 
Hugh  WiUiamBon,  and  Fiands  WilHi. 

Resolved.  That  the  said  blank  be  filled  up  with 
the  words  "  seven  cents." 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the 
said  bill  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  on  the  petitions  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Loans  of  New  Hampshire  and  Rhode 
Island ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  reported  progress,  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again. 


Tuesday,  May  1. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  oy  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  yesterday  to  the  bill  relative  to  the  com- 
nensations  to  certain  officers  employed  in  the  col- 
lection of  the  duties  of  impost  and  tonnage ;  and, 
the  same  bein^  read,  were  agreed  to ;  and  then 
the  said  bill,  being  further  amended,  was,  together 
with  the  amendments,  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
remission  of  certain  duties ;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the 
Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  considera- 
tion, and  made  no  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered^  That  the  ^d  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-day. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded, 

Resolved,  That  a  joint  committee  of  both  Houses 
be  directed  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  request  that  he  would  recommend  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States  a  day  of  public 
humiliation  and  prayer  to  be  observed,  by  suppli- 
cating Almighty  God  for  the  Mifety,  peace,  and 
welfare  of  these  States. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Boudinot,  Mr.  Page,  and 
Mr.  Sylvester,  be  appointed  of  the  said  joint 
committee  on  the  part  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  sent 
from  the  Senate  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
persons  imprisoned  for  debt ;"  and,  the  same  being 
amended,  was,  together  with  the  amendments, 
ordered  to  be  now  read  the  third  time. 

The  said  bill,  with  the  amendments,  was  ac- 
cordingly read  tne  third  time  and  passedf. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  conceminff  the  duties  on  spirits 
distilled  within  the  United  States  j  and,  the  same 
being  further  amended,  was,  together  with  the 
said  amendments,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  remission  of 
certain  duties  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  confirm  an  award 
of  referees  between  the  United  States  and  certain 
contractors  for  furnishing  supplies  of  provisions 
to  the  Army  during  the  late  war ;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that 
the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  con- 
sideration, and  made  an  amendment  thereto; 
which  was  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  together  with  the 
amendment,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time 
to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 


Wednesday,  May  2. 

An  engrossed  bill  concerning  the  duties  on 
spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States  was  read 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

A  message  from  tne  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  appointed  a  committee, 
jointly,  with  such  committee  as  this  House  shall 
appoint,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  notify  him  of  the  proposed  recess  of 
Congress. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  confirm  an  award  of  re- 
ferees between  the  United  States  and  certain  con- 
tractors for  furnishing  supplies  of  provisions  to  the 
Army  during  the  late  war  was  read  the  third 
time ;  and,  on  the  question  that  the  said  bill  do 
pass,  it  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  25,  nays  27, 
as  follows : 

Yeas* — Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son,  Shearjashob  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Thomas 
PitzsimonB,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  James 
Hinhotise,  John  Laurance,  Amasa  Learned,  Samuel 
Livennore,  John  Pag^,  Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker, 
Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  William  Smith,  Samuel 
Stenrett,  Jonathan  Sturges,  Peter  Sylvester,  George 
Thatcher,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  John  Viriing,  Jere- 
miah Wadsworth,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

Nats. — John  BM>tist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John 
Brown,  Abraham  Clark,  Jonathan  Dayton,  William  B. 
Giles,  Nidiolas  Gilman,  Andrew  Gregg,  WiDiam  Bony 
Grove,  Daniel  Heister,  Philip  Key,  Aaron  KitdieQ* 
Bichard  Bknd  Lee,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madison, 
Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  Wil- 
liam Vans  Murray,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Jonah  Parker, 
Joshua  Seney,  Upton  Sheiidine,  John  Steele,  Thomas 
Sumpter,  Abraham  Venable,  Alexander  White,  and 
Hugh  Williamson. 

And  so  the  bill  was  rejected. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  "  bill  supplementary  to 
the  act  making  provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United 
States ;"  and,  sSfter  some  spent  therein,  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  reported  and  process. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  mformed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled  "  An 
act  to  authorize  the  grant  and  conveyance  of  cer- 
tain lands  to  John  Cleves  Symmes  and  his  asso- 
ciates," with  several  amendments,  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  They  also 
agree  to  some  and  disagree  to  others  of  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  this  House  to  the  bill  which 
originated  in  the  Senate  entitled  ^'An  act  for 
the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt;"  and 
they  agree  to  some  and  disacpree  to  others  of 
the  amendments  proposed  by  this  House  to  the 
bill  which  originated  m  the  Senate  entitled  "An 
act  regulating  processes  in  the  Courts  of  the  United 
States,  and  providing  compensations  for  the  offi- 
cers of  the  said  courts,  and  for  jurors  and  wit- 
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Thursday,  May  3. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  hill  entitled 
^  An  act  authorizing  the  grant  and  conveyance  of 
certain  land  to  John  Cleves  Symmes  and  his  asso- 
ciates ;  and,  the  same  being  read^  were  agreed  to. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  their  amend- 
ments, disagreed  to  by  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  sent 
from  the  Senate  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
persons  imprisoned  for  debt :"  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  recede  from 
the  said  amendments. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  their  amend- 
ments, disagreed  to  by  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  sent 
from  the  Senate  entitled  "  An  act  for  regulating 
processes  in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  and 
providing  compensations  to  the  officers  of  the  said 
courts,  and  for  jurors  and  witnesses:"  Where- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  their  first 
amendment  to  the  second  section. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  recede  from 
their  third  amendment  to  the  third  section ;  also, 
from  the  second  section  proposed  to  be  added  to 
the  end  of  the  bill. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  insist  on  their 
second  amendment  to  the  second  section ',  on  their 
fourth  amendment  to  the  third  section ;  on  their 
second  amendment  to  the  fourth  section ;  also,  on 
the  fourth  and  fifth  sections  proposed  to  be  added 
to  the  end  of  the  bill. 

Resolved,  That  a  conference  be  desired  with 
the  Senate  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  amend- 
ments insisted  on;  and  that  Mr.  Madison,  Mr. 
Laurance,  and  Mr.  Clark,  be  appointed  managers 
at  the  said  conference  on  the  part  of  this  House. 

On  the  question  that  the  House  doth  recede 
from  their  second  amendment  to  the  second  sec- 
tion, for  striking  out  the  words  "  and  be  at  liberty 
to  pursue  the  same,  until  a  tender  of  the  debt  and 
costs  in  gold  and  silver  be  made,''  it  passed  in  the 
negative — ^yeas  18,  nays  38,  as  follows : 

TxAt^ — Fiflher  Ames,  Egbert  Benson,  Elias  Boudi* 
not,  Sheaijashub  Bourne,  Thomas  Fitxsimons,  Elbridge 
Geny,  Nicholas  Grilman,  Bemamin  Goodhue,  James 
Hillhouse,  Amasa  Learned,  William  Vans  Murray, 
Jeremiah  Smith,  William  Smith,  John  Steele,  Peter 
Sylvester,  George  Thatcher,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  and 
Artemas  Ward. 

Nat8< — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Ro- 
bert Barnwell,  Benjamin  Bourne,  John  Brown,  Abra- 
ham Claric,  Jonathan  Dayton,  William  B.  Giles,  James 
Gordon,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Barry 
Chrove,  Daniel  Heister,  Daniel  Huger,  Israel  Jacobs, 
Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John  Laurance,  Samuel 
Livermore,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  James  Madison,  Andrew 
Moore,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  Nathaniel 
Niles,  John  Page,  Joeiah  Parker,  Cornelius  C.  Schoon- 
maker,  Joshua  Seney,  Upton  Sheridine,  Israel  Smith, 
Samu^  Sterrett,  Jonathan  Sturges,  Thomas  Sumpter, 
Thomas  TredweU,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Abraham 
Venable,  Alexander  White,  and  Hugh  Williamson. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  resolved  that  the  bill  sent 


from  this  House  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
remission  of  certain  duties"  do  not  pass  to  the 
third  reading. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  supplementary 
to  the  act  making  provision  for  the  Debt  of  the 
United  States ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  Committee  rose^  reported  progress,  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  agam. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  appree  to  the  conference  proposed 
by  this  House  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  amend- 
ments depending  between  the  two  Houses  to  the 
bill  sent  from  the  Senate  entitled  "An  act  for 
regulating  processes  in  the  Courts  of  the  United 
States,  and  providing  compensations  to  the  officers 
of  the  said  courts,  and  for  jurors  and  witnesses," 
and  have  appointed  managers  at  the  said  confe- 
rence on  their  part.  The  Senate  have  also  passed 
a  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  continue  in  force  the 
act  therein  mentioned,  and  to  make  further  pro- 
vision for  the  payment  of  pensions  to  invalids ;" 
to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 


Friday,  May  4. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate  entitled  "'  An  act 
to  continue  in  force  the  act  therein  mentioned, 
and  to  make  provision  for  the  payment  of  pensions 
to  invalids,"  was  read  three  times  and  passed. 

Mr.  Williamson,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed, presented  a  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  river 
and  bay  fisheries ;  which  was  received  and  read 
the  first  time. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  John  Brown  Cutting :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That,  in  consideration  of  certain  ex- 
penditures on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  made 
oy  John  Brown  Cutting,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety,  there  be  advanced  and 
paid  to  the  said  John  Brown  Cutting  the  sum  of 
two  thousand  dollars,  out  of  any  money  not  other- 
wise appropriated ;  and  that  the  Secretary  of  State 
be  authorized  to  inquire  into  the  entire  claim  of 
the  said  John  Brown  Cutting  against  the  United 
States ;  and,  upon  receipt  of  the  proofs  and  ex- 
hibits in  support  thereof,  to  ascertain  what  sum 
shall  thereupon  appear  to  be  due  to  or  from  him, 
in  account  with  the  United  States,  including  the 
advance  hereby  directed,  and  to  report  the  same 
to  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  inpur- 
suant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Mr.  Fitz- 
8IM0NS,  Mr.  Laurance,  and  Mr.  Goodhue,  do 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  settling  the  de- 
mands of  Anthony  Walton  White  against  the 
United  States ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had 
had  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made 
no  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 
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Mr.  FiTZsiMONs,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed, presented  a  bill  concerning  the  claim  of  John 
Brown  Cutting  against  the  United  States ;  which 
was  received,  and  read  twice  and  committed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
and  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the 
petition  of  Richard  Henly  Courts;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved^  That  the  resolution  of  the  twenty- 
fourth  ultimo  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  close  the  present  session  by  adjourning 
their  respective  Houses  on  the  5th  of  May  be  re- 
pealed ;  and  that,  instead  thereof,  they  be  autho- 
rized to  adjourn  tneir  respective  Houses  on  Thurs- 
day, the  loth  of  May  instant,  to  meet  again  on 
such  day  as  shall  by  law  be  appointed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  be  discharged  from  further  proceeding  on 
the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 
the  petitions  of  the  Commissioners  of  Loans  of 
New  Hampshire  and  Rhode  Island ;  and  that  Mr. 
Bourne,  of  Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Griffin,  and  Mr. 
Ashe,  be  appointed  to  prepare  and  brinff  in  a  bill 
or  bills  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  hire  of 
clerks,  and  for  stationery  in  the  offices  of  the  seve- 
ral Commissioners  of  Loans. 

The  House  a^ain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  makinc^  provision  for  the  Debt 
of  the  united  States ;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Commit- 
tee had  again  had  the  said  bill  under  considera- 
tion, and  made  several  amendments  thereto; 
which  were  severally  read  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
said  bill  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled  '^  An 
act  concerning  the  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within 
the  United  States,"  with  several  amendments ;  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
They  also  agree  to  the  amendment  proposed  by 
this  House  to  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate  entitled 
"An  act  to  continue  in  force  the  act  therein  men^ 
tioned,  and  to  make  further  provision  for  the  pay- 
ment of  pensions  to  invalids."  The  Senate  have 
also  passed  the  bill  entitled  "•  An  act  relative  to 
the  compensations  to  the  officers  employed  in  the 
collection  of  the  duties  of  impost  and  tonnage," 
with  several  amendments ;  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House.  They  have  also 
agreed  to  the  resolution  of  this  House  respecting 
the  adjournment  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congpress, 
with  an  amendment;  to  which  they  also  desire' 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  resolution  last 
mentioned ;  and,  the  same  beins  read,  was  agreed 
to,  as  follows:  Strike  out  "Thursday^  the  10th 
instant,"  and  insert  "  Tuesday,  the  8th  instant." 

SATURnAY,  May  5. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 


"  An  act  concerning  the  duties  on  spirits  distilled 
within  the  United  States;"  and  the  same  being 
twice  read,  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  relative  to  the  compensations  to  the  offi- 
cers employed  in  the  collection  of  the  duties  on 
imposts  and  tonnage ;  and  the  same  being  twice 
read,  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MAnisoN,  from  the  mana^rs  appointed  on 
the  part  of  this  House  to  attend  the  conference 
with  the  Senate,  on  the  subject-matter  of  the 
amendments  depending  between  the  two  Houses 
to  the  bill  which  orijB^inated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  regulating  processes  in  the  Courts  of 
the  United  States,  and  providing  compensations 
for  the  officers  of  the  said  courts,  and  for  jurors, 
and  witnesses ;"  reported  that  the  managers  haa 
met  the  managers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  in 
the  conference  chamber,  and  fully  discussed  the 
subject  referred  to  them,  and  had  a^rreed  that  it 
would  be  proper,  on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  re- 
cede from  the  fourth  amendment  to  the  third  sec- 
tion, as  also  from  the  second  amendment  to  the 
fourth  section;  but  that,  on  the  subject-matter  of 
all  the  other  amendments,  the  managers  of  the 
two  Houses  had  not  come  to  any  agreement.  Or- 
dered, That  the  consideration  of  the  said  report 
be  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  settling  the  demands  of 
Anthony  Walton  White  against  the  United  States 
was  read  the  third  time ;  and,  on  the  question  that 
the  same  do  pass — it  was  resolved  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  30,  nays  23,  as  follows: 

Yeas. — Abraham  Baldwin,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert 
Benson,  Elias  Boudinot,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Abrtdiam 
Clark,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Thomas  Fitzdmons,  Nicholas 
Gilman,  James  Gordon,  Andrew  €hregg,  Samuel  Griffin, 
Daniel  Huger,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John  Laurance,  Richard 
Bland  Lee,  Samuel  Livermore,  Frederick  Angustuf 
Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Murray,  John  Page,  Josiah 
Parker,  Jodiua  8eney,  WiUiam  Smith,  Samuel  Stenett, 
Jonathan  Sturges,  Peter  Sylvester,  Thomas  Tudor 
Tucker,  John  Vining,  Artemas  Ward,  and  Francu 
Willis. 

Nats* — Fisher  Ames,  John  Baptist  Ashe,  Shearjashub 
Bourne,  Elbridge  Gerry,  William  B.  Giles,  Benjamin 
Goodhue,  William  Barry  Grove,  Daniel  Heister,  James 
Hillhouse,  Israel  Jacobs,  PhUip  Key,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Nathaniel  Niles,  Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker,  Jeremiah 
Smith,  Israel  Smith,  John  Steele,  Thomas  Sumpter, 
George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham  Vena- 
ble,  Alexander  White,  and  Hugh  Williamson. 

THE  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  making  pro* 
vision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States,  was  ftur- 
ther  discussed. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  further  to 
amend  the  said  bill  by  inserting^  after  the  third 
section,  the  following  clause,  to  wit: 

'*And  be  it  fuHher  enacted,  That  a  fiurthor  Umn, 

to  the  amount  of dollars,  be  propoaed,  and  snb- 

scriptions  thereto  be  received,  at  the  same  times  and 
places,  and  by  the  same  persons,  as  hereinbefore  men- 
tioned, and  that  the  sums  which  shall  be  subscribed  to 
the  said  loan,  shall  be  payable  in  the  debts  of  the  States 
hereinafter  mentioned,  and  in  the  proportions  following:^ 
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Afr.  Gerrt  observed,  that  when  this  question 
was  last  under  consideration,  he  had  followed  gen- 
tlemen who  were  opposed  to  it  in  their  ar^ruments 
through  the  extensive  field  of  the  constitutionality, 
policy,  and  equitv  of  the  measure,  and  that  he  now 
^ould  confine  nimself  to  the  statement  of  some 
facts  and  a  few  observations  thereon. 

It  appears  by  official  reports,  that  the  unassumed 
debts  of  the  several  States,  are  as  follows : 

Of  New  Hampshire  -  -  $42,501 

Massachusetts  -  -  1,838,540 

Rhode  Island  -  -  349,259 

Connecticut   -  -  -  313,766 

New  York     -  -  -  23,878 

New  Jersey    -  -  -  7,351 

Virginia         -  -  -  226,126 

South  Carolina  -  -  1,965,756 

Georgia         -  -  -  400,000 


Total 


5,166,177 


It  also  appears  that  the  foUo^ingJicHticua  debts 
have  been  assumed,  viz : 

For  Pennsylvania  -  -  $1,024,898 

Delaware      -  -  -  146,694 

Maryland      -  -  -  70,774 

North  Carolina  -  -  20,452 


Total 


1,262,818 


From  this  statement  it  is  manifest,  that  whilst 
several  of  the  States  are  exonerated  of  the  debts 
contracted  for  the  support  of  the  war,  and  others 
have  but  a  small  proportion  of  them  unassumed,  the 
States  of  South  Carolina  and  Massachusetts  are 
pressed  with  a  heavy  debt  of  nearly  two  millions 
of  dollars  each.  This  is  a  grievance  that  requires 
immediate  redress,  and  should  Ci^ogreas  rise  with- 
out providing  it,  thev  would  forfeit  that  confidence 
in  their  generosity,  honor,  and  jjustice,  which  had 
been  ever  entertamed  by  the  citizens  of  Massachu- 
setts. No  gentleman  could  deny,  that  the  exer- 
ticms  of  that  State  in  support  of  the  Independence 
of  the  United  States,  had  equalled  those  of  any 
other  State  in  the  Union ;  the  documents  would 
prore  that  Massachusetts  had  not  been  exceeded 
by  any  of  her  sister  States  in  the  amount  of  her  ad- 
vances, or  in  the  economy  of  her  expenditures ;  and 
her  exertions  to  sink  the  debt,  which  commenced 
with  the  debt  itself,  were  finally  so  great  as  to 
have  produced  convulsions  in  the  State. 

The  unassumed  debt  of  that  State,  from  the 
best  information  which  he  could  obtain,  was  in 
the  hands  of  the  substantial  yeomanry  thereof, 
whOp  havinff  never  speculated  m  the  funds,  were 
original  holders.  Most  of  these,  either  by  art,  or 
by  accident,  had  been  misinformed  relative  to  the 
tone  for  receiving  subscriptions  to  the  loan,  and 
had  thus  been  prevented  from  having  a  part  of 
tJMir  debts  assumed.  It  will  be,  therefore,  pecu- 
liarly hard,  whilst  Congress  are  calling  on  this 
cfaws  of  citizens  for  their  proportion  of  contribu- 
tions to  pay  the  debts  due  to  others^  that  no  provi- 
sion is  made  fbr  the  payment  of  their  just  demand ; 
ipd  the  case  is  aggravated,  when  it  is  considered 


that  their  contributions  are  not  confined  to  real, 
but  are  extended  to  fictitious  debts,  and  that  whilst 
they  are  unjustly  required  to  pay  interest  on  the 
latter,  their  just  claims  are  rejected  for  interest  <m 
the  former.    It  is  still  more  grievous,  when  it  is 
considered  that  whilst  Government  refuse  to  reim- 
burse the  sums  advanced  by  Massachusetts  for  the 
defence  of  her  sister  States,  ten  or  fifteen  years 
past,  she  b  called  on  for  large  sums  to  defend  their 
frontiers  aj^ainst  savage  incursions.    What  must 
be  the  feelings  of  the  citizens  of  Massachusetts, 
when  they  are  informed,  that  Pennsylvania,  whose 
frontiers  are  now  invaded,  and  who  is  receiving 
the  interest  of  an  imaginary  debt  of  about  a  million 
of  dollars,  is  calling  on  them  for  supplies  to  carry 
on  the  war^  and  at 'the  same  time  refuses  to  dis- 
charge their  advances  for  her  defence,  durinj^  the 
late  war  7    Indeed,  some  of  the  members  of  this 
State  have  been  always  liberal  on  the  question  of 
assumption,  and  have  uniformly  supported  it,  but 
others  nave  opposed  it,  and  the  votes  c^  the  former 
have  been  rendered  mefiectual  by  those  of  the 
latter.    Under  such  circumstances,  would  not  the 
members  of  South  Carolina  and  Massachusetts 
have  been  justified  in  refusing  aids  for  support  of 
the  Indian  war,  and  in  defeating  this  measure,  by 
ioining  in  the  opposition  to  it  ?  Would  diey  not  have 
been  warranted  in  thus  compelling  Pennsylvania 
to  have  defended  herself  by  her  own  resources, 
and  to  have  exhibited  her  claims  for  supporting 
this  war,  to  be  adjusted  with  those  of  other  States 
for  supporting  the  Revolution  ?    True  it  is,  that 
in  such  an  event,  many  of  the  innocent  citizens  of 
the  Western  frontiers  would  have  fallen  a  sacrifice, 
and  some  of  their  own  Representatives  would  have 
been  chargeable  for  the  consequence;  but  so  far 
were  the  members  of  South  Carolina.  Massachu- 
setts, and  other  creditor  States,  from  adopting  such 
policy,  that  they  have  advocated  the  measures  for 
defenoing  the  Western  frontiers,  and  are  now  to 
be  sent  home  in  disgrace  to  their  constituents,  for 
having  spent  a  great  part  of  the  session  in  pursu- 
ing measures  to  promote  the  welfare  of^  those 
States,  who  have  had  no  disposition  to  do  justice 
to  the  creditor  States.    Could  he  have  foreseen 
such  an  event^  he  would  not  have  taken  his  seat  in 
the  House  this  session ',  but  he  still  hoped,  as  it 
was  well  known  and  ascertained  beyond  a  doubt, 
that  Massachusetts  would  have  a  claim  against  the 
Umted  States,  far  exceeding  the  sum  proposed  to 
be  assumed  for  her,  that  the  House  would  consider 
the  subject  in  a  candid  maimer ;  that  the  members 
would  divest  themselves  of  loeal  considerations, 
and  that  they  would  adopt  measures  consistent 
with  liberality  and  justice.    Indeed,  it  was  for 
the  interest  even  of  the  debtor  States  to  assume 
the  debts,  because,  when  the  accounts  are  liquidated, 
the  debts  due  to  tne  creditor  States  will  not  be  due 
from  the  Union,  but  from  the  debtor  States ;  and 
if  the  Union  is  to  be  taxed  for  those  debts,  the 
creditor  States  will  be  obliged  to  contribute  to  the 
reimbursement  of  advances^  which  they  have  made 
for  the  other  States.    This  cannot  be  done  con- 
sbtently  with  justice,  and  will  therefore  be  a  source 
of  great  uneasiness  and  embarrassment  to  Govern- 
ment: whereas,  if  the  debts  of  the  citizens  of  the 
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States  are  now  assumed,  and  the  claims  of  the 
States  are  thus  diminished,  the  cause  of  the  em- 
barrassment will  in  a  ^eat  measure  be  prevented. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  tne  motion  would  be  adopted, 
and  that  the  residue  of  the  State  debts  would  be 
now  assumed. 

The  previous  question  was  then  demanded  by  fiye 
members,  to  wit:  "Shall  the  main  ouestion  to 
agree  to  the  said  motion  be  now  put  T'  And  on 
the  question,  "  Shall  the  main  question  be  now 
put  ?" — It  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  24,  nays 
35,  as  follows : 

YsAt. — Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Benr 
eon,  Sheaijashob  Bourne,  Benjmmin  Bourne,  Thomas 
Fitzsimons,  Elbridge  Geny,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James 
Gordon,  Daniel  Hugw,  John  Laurance,  Amaea  Learned, 
William  Vans  Murray,  William  Smith,  John  Steele, 
Samuel  Sterrett,  Thomas  Snmpter,  Peter  Sylvester, 
George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  John  Yinhig, 
Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Artemas  Ward,  and  Hugh  Wil- 
Ikmson. 

Nats.— John  B^ttkt  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Blias 
Boudinot,  John  Brown,  Abraham  Clark,  Jonadian  Day- 
ton, William  Findley,  Wilham  B.Gilee,  Nicholas  Gifanan, 
Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Bany  Grove, 
Daniel  Heister,  James  HiUhouse^  Israel  Jacobs,  Philip 
Key,  Aaron  Kitehell,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Samud  Livei^ 
mcnre,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madison,  Andrew  Moore, 
Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  Nathaniel  Niles, 
John  Page,  Jonah  Parker,  Comehus  C.  Schoonmaker, 
Joshua  Seney,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  Jonathan 
Sturgee,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham  Venable,  Alex- 
ander White,  and  Francis  Willis 

And  so  the  said  motion  was  lost. 

The  said  bill  was  then  further  amended,  and, 
together  with  the  amendments,  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  the  third  time  on  Monday  next. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  deferred,  until  the  next  session 
of  Congress,  the  considerati(m  of  the  bill  sent  from 
this  House,  entitled  ^^  An  act  authorizing  the  set- 
tlement of  the  demands  of  Anthony  Walton  White 
against  the  United  States.''  The  Senate  have  abo 
passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  regulating  forei^ 
coins,  and  for  other  purposes,"  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House.  They  have  ap- 
pointed a  committee  jointly,  with  such  committee 
as  this  House  shall  appoint,  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  notify  him  of  the 
proposed  recess  of  Congress. 


Monday,  May  7. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  the  act 
making  provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States 
was  reaa  the  third  time. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
regulating  foreign  coins,  and  for  other  purposes," 
was  read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  BouRNB,  of  Rhode  Island,  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed,  presented  a  bill  for  making  com- 
pensations to  the  Commissioners  of  Loans  for  ex- 
traordinary expenses;  which  was  received  and 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
the  third  time  to-day. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Senet,  Mr.  Gilman,  and 


Mr.  Grove,  be  appointed  a  committee  on  the  (Hurt 
of  this  House  jointly  with  the  committee  appoint- 
ed on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  Pre- 
sident of  tne  United  States,  and  notify  him  of  the 
proposed  recess  of  Confess. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  concerning  the  claim 
of  John  Brown  Cutting  against  the  United  States ; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  no  amendment 
thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time  to-day. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  making  compensations  to 
the  Commissioners  of  Loans  for  extraordinary  ex- 
penses, was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  making  alterations  in  the  Trea- 
sury and  War  Departments ;"  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the 
Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  considera- 
tion, and  made  several  amendments  thereto; 
which  were  severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to 
by  the  House.  The  said  bill,  together  with  the 
amendments  thereto,  was  then  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  conceminff  the  claim  of  John 
Brown  Cutting  against  the  United  States,  was 
read  the  third  time;  and,  on  the  question  that  the 
same  do  pass,  it  was  resolved  in  tne  a&mative— ^ 
yeas  23,  nays  22,  as  follows : 

YxABd — Fiatket  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Elias  Boudinot,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Abraham  Claikt 
Thomas  Fitznmons,  James  GK>rdon,  Samuel  Griffin, 
Daniel  Heister,  Daniel  Huger,  John  Laurance,  Amasa 
Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Samuel  Livermore,  James 
Madison,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  William 
Vans  Murray,  John  Page,  William  Smidi,  John  Steele, 
Samuel  Sterrett,  and  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker. 

NATs^-John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin, 
Sheaijashub  Bourne,  John  Brown,  WiUiam  B.  Gfle«, 
Benjamin  Goodhue,  PhiUp  Key,  Aaron  Kitdiell,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  Andrew  Moore,  Gomelius  C.  Schoon- 
maker, Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  gtanith,  Jonathan  Sturgee, 
Thomas  Sumpter,  Peter  Sylvester,  George  Thatcher, 
Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham  Venable,  Artemas  Ward, 
Alexander  White,  and  Hugh  Williamson. 

Mr.  SeneYj  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  part  of  this  House,  jointly,  with  the  commit- 
tee of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  notify  him  of  the  proposed  re- 
cess of  Congress,  reported  that  the  committee  had 
performed  that  auty. 

Mr.  Lee,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
committed the  report  on  the  memorials  of  Josej^ 
Ceracchi,  made  a  report ;  which  was  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

**  It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  Mr.  Ceracdii  is 
an  artist  of  g^at  reputation  in  Europe,  a  gentleman  of 
respectable  diaracter,  and  has  been  actuated  by  the  most 
honorable  motives  in  offering  to  dedicate  his  genius  and 
labors  hi  the  serrice  to  the  United  States.  It  appears, 
however,  to  your  committee,  that,  at  the  present  time,  it 
might  not  be  expedient  to  go  into  the  expenses  whidi 
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the  monument  voted  by  Congress  on  the  7th  day  of  Au- 
gust, 1783,  would  require,  especially  with  the  additional 
omamentB  proposed  by  the  artist*' 

The, House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  managers  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House 
to  attend  the  conference  with  tne  Senate  on  the 
subject-matter  of  the  amendments  depending  be- 
tween the  two  Houses  to  the  bill  sent  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  regulating  processes 
in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  providing 
compensations  for  the  officers  of  tne  said  courts, 
and  for  jurors  and  witnesses."  Whereupon,  the 
second  amendment  to  the  second  section,  lor  strik- 
ing out  the  words  following : 

''And  be  at  liberty  to  pursue  the  same  until  a  tender 
of  the  debt  and  costs  in  gold  or  silver  shall  be  made,'' 

beinff  read,  and  the  question  put  that  this  House 
do  adhere  to  the  said  amendment,  it  was  resolved 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  30,  nays  17,  as  follows : 

YsASd — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John 
Brown,  Abraham  Clark,  William  Findl^,  William  B. 
Giles,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Barry 
Grove,  Daniel  Heister,  Israel  Jacobs,  Philip  Key,  Aaron 
Kitchell,  Richard  Bhmd  Lee,  Samuel  Livermore,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  James  Madison,  Andrew  Moore,  Fre- 
derick Augustus  Muhlenberg,  John  Page,  Josiah  Park- 
er, Joshua  Seney,  Israel  Smith,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Tho- 
mas Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Abraham  Vena- 
Ue,  Alexander  White,  Hugh  Williamson,  and  Francis 
Willis. 

Nats^ — Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Elias  Boudinot,  Sheaijashub  Bourne,  Thomas 
Fitzsimons,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  Jas. 
fiillhouse,  Amasa  Learned,  William  Vans  Murray,  Jere- 
miah Smith,  WiUiam  Sintth,  John  Steele,  Jonathan 
Sturges,  Peter  Sylvester,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

Resolved^  That  this  House  doth  adhere  to  their 
disagreement  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to 
the  fourth  section  proposed  to  be  added  to  the  said 
bill,  and  doth  recede  from  all  the  other  amend- 
ments disagreed  to  by  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  ac- 
quaint the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  making  compensations  to  the  Commission- 
ers of  Loans  for  extraordinary  expenses ;"  and 
also  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to 
the  act  making  provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Se- 
nate, entitled  "An  act  regulating  foreign  coins,  and 
for  other  purposes  f  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Commit- 
tee had  had  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and 
made  no  amendment  thereto. 

The  said  bill  was  then  amended ;  and,  together 
with  the  amendments,  ordered  to  be  now  read  the 
third  time. 

The  said  bill,  with  the  amendments,  was  ac- 
cordingly read  tne  third  time^  and  passea. 

The  House  resolved  itself  mto  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  certain  ap- 
firopriations  therein  specified;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that 


the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  consi- 
deration, and  made  no  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  agree  to  the  amendments  pro- 
posed by  this  House  to  the  bill  sent  from  the  Se- 
nate entitled  "An  act  making  alterations  in  the 
Treasury  and  War  Departments,"  with  an  amend- 
ment, to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  c^ 
this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
amendment,  and  the  same  being  twice  read,  was 
agreed  to. 


TuBSDAY,  May  8. 

An  engrossed  biU  making  certain  appropriations 
therein  specified,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  their  disagreement  to 
the  amendment  to  which  this  House  hath  adhered, 
to  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
for  regulating  processes  in  the  Courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  providing  compensations  for  the 
officers  of  the  said  courts,  and  for  jurors  and  wit- 
nesses." 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Se- 
nate, entitled  "An  act  tq  compensate  the  services 
of  the  late  Colonel  Greorge  Gibson ;"  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under 
consideration,  and  made  no  amendment  thereto. 
The  said  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ingr  hb  Report  on  tne  petition  of  Simon  W.  Wilson; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Grove,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Henry  Emanuel  Lutter- 
loh,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Williamson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  simdry  inhabitants  of 
the  State  of  North  Carolina,  made  a  report :  which 
was  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

**  The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina, 
praying  Uiat  Congress  would  authorize  the  Legislature 
of  that  State  to  impose  a  duty  of  tonnage,  for  deepen- 
ing the  channel  across  the  Swash  and  Bar  in  Pamtico 
Sound  and  Croatan,  report : 

**  That  the  Legislatures  of  die  States  of  Rhode  Isl- 
and, Maryland,  and  C^rgia,  have  severally  passed  laws 
for  removing  obstructions  or  deepening  nvers  or  har- 
bors, to  which  laws  the  United  States  in  Congress  have 
given  their  assent :  wherefore,  the  committee  are  of  the 
opinion,  that  when  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina  shall  have  pass^  a  law  imposing  a  duty  of 
tonnage  for  the  improvement  of  their  navigation,  it  may 
be  proper  for  Congress  to  consider  whether  such  law 
shall  have  the  proposed  operation." 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded. 
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Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
report  to  this  House,  as  early  in  the  next  session 
as  may  be  practicable,  the  number  and  capacity  of 
the  stills  in  the  respective  districts  and  States, 
the  net  product  of  revenue  of  the  respective  dis- 
tricts and  3tates,  particularizing  the  drawbacks, 
and  distinguishing^  foreign  from  American  mate- 
rials, and  the  product  paid  by  the  irallon,  month, 
or  year;  also^  the  number  of  omcers  and  the 
amount  of  their  salaries. 

On  motion. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
cause  to  be  provided  for  the  use  of  the  several 
Collectors  in  the  United  States,  printed  clear- 
ances, on  the  back  whereof  shall  be  a  printed  ac- 
count of  the  methods  which  have  been  found  to 
answer  for  obtaining  fresh  from  salt  water,  and  of 
constructing  ex  tempore  stills,  of  such  implements 
as  are  generally  on  board  every  vessel,  with  a  re- 
commendation, in  all  cases  where  they  shall  have 
occasion  to  resort  to  this  expedient  for  obtaining 
water,  to  publish  the  result  of  their  trial  in  some 
gazette,  on  their  return  to  the  United  States,  or  to 
communicate  it  for  publication  to  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  in  order  that  others  may,  by 
their  success,  be  encouraged  to  make  similar  tri- 
als, and  be  benefited  by  any  improvements  or  new 
ideas  which  may  occur  to  them  in  practice. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  respecting  the  go- 
vernment of  the  Territories  of  the  United  States, 
Northwest  and  South  of  the  river  Ohio ;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Committee  haa  had  the  said  bill  under 
consideration,  and  made  an  amendment  thereto ; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  together  with  the 
amendment,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time 
to-day. 

Mr.  FiTZsiMONS,  from  the  committee  appointed 


to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  failure  of  the  late 
expedition  under  Major  General  St.  Clair,  made 
a  report ;  which  was  read.    Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  early  in  the 
next  session,  proceed  to  take  the  said  report  into 
consideration. 

An  en^ossed  bill  respecting  the  government  of 
the  Territories  of  the  United  States  Northwest 
aiid  South  of  the  river  Ohio  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  a^ee  to  the  resolution  of  this 
House,  directing  printed  clearances  of  a  particular 
form,  to  be  furnished  to  the  several  Collectors  in 
the  United  States.  They  have  passed  the  bill, 
entitled  ''An  act  making  certain  appropriations 
therein  specified,"  with  an  amendment ;  to  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House^ 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
amendment ;  and  the  same  being  twice  read,  was 
agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  pro- 
cure such  of  the  statutes  of  the  several  States  as 
may  not  be  in  his  office ;  and  that  the  expense 
thereof  be  defrayed  out  of  the  money  that  is,  or 
may  by  law  be  appropriated  to  defray  the  contin- 
gent expenses  of  t^is  House. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  noti- 
fying the  House  that  the  Senate,  having  com- 
pleted the  Legislative  business  before  them,  are 
now  about  to  adjourn.    Whereupon, 

Ordered.  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate 
to  inform  tnem  that  this  House,  having  completed 
the  business  before  them,  are  now  about  to  adjoum 
until  the  first  Monday  in  November  next,  and  that 
the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  go  with  the  said  mes- 
sage. 

The  Clerk  accordingly  went  with  the  said  mes- 
sage ;  and,  being  returned. 

The  Speaker  adjourned  the  House,  to  meet  on 
the  first  Monday  in  November  next. 
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AT  THE  8EC0NI)  SESSION  OP  THE  SECOND  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CITY  OP 

PHILADELPHIA,  NOVEMBER  5,  1793. 


Monday,  Noven^ber  5, 1793. 

This  bein^  the  day  fixed  by  law  for  the  annaal 
meeting  of  tne  second  session  of  the  second  Con- 
gress, the  following  Senators  appeared,  and  took 
their  seats : 

John  Lanqdon  and  Paine  Winoate,  from  New 
Hampshire ; 

Caleb  Strong  and  George  Cabot,  from  Mas- 
sachusetts ; 

Theodore  Foster,  from  Rhode  Island ; 

OuvER  Ellsworth  and  Roger  Sherman, from 
Connecticut ; 

Stephen  R.  Bradlbt  and  Moses  Robinson, 
from  Vermont ; 

Rupus  King,  from  New  York ; 

Philemon  Dickinson  and  John  Rutherford, 
(torn  New  Jeraey ; 

Gborob  Read,  from  Delaware ; 

James  Monroe,  from  Virginia ; 

John  Brown  and  John  Edwards,  from  Ken- 
tucky; 

Benjaron  Hawkins,  from  North  Carolina ; 

Pierce  Butler  and  Ralph  Izard,  from  South 
Carolina;  and 

William  Few,  from  Geor^. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Vice  President^  and  also 
of  Richard  Henry  Lee,  elected  President  pro 
tempore  at  a  former  session,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  choice  of  a  President  pro  tempore,  as  the 
Constitution  proyides,  and  John  Lanodon  was 
duly  elected. 

John  Brown  and  John  Edwards,  from  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  respectively,  produced  their 
credentials ;  and  the  oath  required  by  law  was, 
by  the  President  pro  tempore^  administered  to 
them. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate 
is  assembled  and  ready  to  proceed  on  business. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  a  quorum  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  is  assembled,  and  ready  to  pro- 
ceed to  business. 

A  second  message  informed  the  Senate  that 
the  House  of  Representatives  have  resolved  that 
a  committee  be  appointed,  jointly  with  such  com- 
mittee as  the  Senate  shall  appoint,  to  wait  on  the 
President  op  the  United  States,  and  notify  him 
tliat  a  quorum  of  the  two  Houses  is  aasemUed, 
and  ready  to  receive  any  commiiBieati(H»  he  may 


S lease  to  make  to  them ;  in  which  resolution  they 
esire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
Resolved,  That  the  Senate  concur  in  the  ap- 

F>intment  of  a  joint  committee  to  wait  on  the 
resident  op  the  United  States,  agreeably  to 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
that  Messrs.  Izard  and  Strong  be  the  committee 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  resolved  that  two  Chaj^lains,  of 
different  denominations,  be  appointed  to  Congress, 
for  the  present  session,  one  by  each  House,  who 
shall  interchange  weekly ;  in  which  they  desire 
the  oonourrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  re^ 
solution ;  and 

Resolved,  That  they  do  concur  therein,  and  that 
the  Right  Rev.  Birfiop  White  be  the  Chaplain  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate. 

A  messa^  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a 
Chaplain  to  Congress  for  the  present  session,  and 
have  appointed  tne  Rev.  Doctor  Green  on  their 
part. 

Mr.  Izard,  from  the  joint  committee  am)ointed 
to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
a^eeably  to  the  resolution  of  the  two  Houses  of 
this  day,  reported, 

That  they  had  executed  the  business,  and  that 
the  President  op  the  United  States  proposed  to 
meet  the  two  Houses  of  Confi;ress  in  the  Senate 
Chamber  to-morrow  at  11  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  November  6. 

Robert  Morris,  from  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, attended,  and  took  his  seat. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  the  Senate  are  ready  to 
meet  tnem  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  to  receive  any 
communications  the  President  of  the  United 
States  may  be  pleased  to  make  to  the  twx>  Houses 
of  Congress,  and  that  the  usual  seats  will  be  as- 
signed to  them. 

The  House  of  Representatives  having  accotd* 
ingly  taken  their  seats,  the  President  op  the  Uni- 
ted States  came  into  the  Senate  Chamber,  and 
addressed  both  Houses  of  Congress,  as  follows : 
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Fellow-citizens  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

It  is  some  abatement  of  me  satisfaction  with  which  I 
meet  you  on  the  present  occasion,  that,  in  felicitating 
you  on  a  continuance  of  the  national  prosperity,  gen- 
erally, I  am  not  able  to  add  to  it  information  that  the 
Indian  hostilities,  which  have,  for  some  time  past,  dis- 
tressed our  northwestern  frontier,  have  terminated. 

Tou  will,  I  am  persuaded,  learn  with  no  less  concern 
than  I  communicate  it,  that  reiterated  endeavors,  to- 
wards effecting  a  pacification,  have  hitherto  issued  only 
in  new  and  outrageous  proofs  of  persevering  hostili^ 
on  the  part  of  the  tribes  with  whom  we  are  in  contest 
An  earnest  desire  to  procure  tranquility  to  the  frt>n- 
tier ;  to  stop  the  further  effiision  of  blood ;  to  arrest  the 
progress  of  expense ;  to  forward  the  prevalent  wish  of 
the  nation  for  peace,  has  led  to  strenuous  efforts,  through 
various  channels,  to  accomplish  these  desirable  'pur- 
poses; in  making  which  effi>rts,  I  consulted  less  my  own 
anticipations  of  the  event,  or  the  scruples  which  some 
considerations  were  calculated  to  inspire,  than  the  wish 
to  find  the  object  attainable ;  or,  if  not  attainable,  to 
ascertain  unequivocally  that  such  is  the  case. 

A  detail  of  the  measures  which  have  been  pursued, 
and  of  their  consequences,  which  will  be  laid  before 
you,  while  it  will  confirm  to  you  the  want  of  success, 
thus  &r,  will,  I  trust,  evince  that  means  as  proper  and 
as  efficacious  as  could  have  been  devised  have  been 
employed.  The  issue  of  some  of  them,  indeed,  is  still 
depending ;  but  a  favorable  one,  though  not  to  be  de- 
spaired of,  is  not  promised  by  any  thing  that  has  yet 
happened. 

In  the  course  of  the  attempts  which  have  been  made, 
flCNne  valuable  citizenB  have  fiillen  victims  to  their  zeal 
fox  the  public  service.  A  sanction  commonly  respected 
even  among  savages  has  been  found,  in  this  instance, 
insufficient  to  protect  firom  massacre  the  emissaries  of 
peace :  it  will,  I  presume,  be  duly  considered  whether 
the  occasion  does  not  call  for  an  exercise  of  liberality 
towards  the  families  of  the  deceased. 

It  must  add  to  your  concern  to  be  informed,  that,  be- 
sides the  continuation  of  hostile  appearances  among  the 
tribes  north  of  the  Ohio,  some  threatening  symptoms 
have  of  late  been  revived  among  some  of  those  south 
of  it 

A  part  of  the  Cherokees,  known  by  the  name  of 

hickamagas,  inhabiting  five  villages  on  the  Tennes- 
ee  river,  have  long  been  in  the  practice  of  committing 
depredations  on  the  neighboring  settlements. 

It  was  hoped  that  the  treaty  of  Holston,  made  with 
the  Cherokee  nation  in  July,  1791,  would  have  pre- 
vented a  repetition  of  such  depredations.  But  the  event 
has  not  answered  this  hope.  The  Chickamagas,  ^ded 
by  some  banditti  of  another  tribe,  in  their  vicinity,  have 
recently  perpetrated  wanton  and  unprovoked  hostilities 
upon  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  that  quarter. 
The  information  which  has  been  received  on  this  sub- 
ject will  be  laid  before  you.  Hitherto,  defensive  pre- 
cautions only  have  been  strictly  enjoined  and  observed. 

It  is  not  understood  that  any  breach  of  treaty,  or  ag- 
gression whatsoever,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
or  their  citizens,  is  even  alleged  as  a  pretext  for  the  spi- 
rit of  hostility  in  this  quarter. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  every  practicable  exer- 
tion has  been  made  (pursuant  to  the  provision  by  law 
for  that  purpose)  to  be  prepared  for  the  alternative  of  a 
prosecution  of  the  war,  in  the  event  of  a  fidlure  of  pa- 
cific overtures.  A  large  proportion  of  the  tnx^  au- 
thorized to  be  raised  have  been  recruited,  though  the 
number  is  still  incomplete.  And  pains  have  been  taken 


to  discipline  and  put  them  in  condition  for  the  particu- 
lar kind  of  service  to  be  performed.  A  delay  of  opera- 
tions (besides  being  dictated  by  the  measures  which 
were  pursuing  towards  a  pacific  termination  of  the  war) 
has  been  in  itself  deem^  preferable  to  immature  ef- 
forts. A  statement,  from  the  proper  Department,  with 
regard  to  the  number  of  troops  rused,  and  some  other 
points  which  have  been  suggested,  will  afibrd  more  pre- 
cise information,  as  a  g^de  to  the  Legislative  consulta- 
tions ;  and,  among  other  things,  will  enable  Congress 
to  judge  whether  some  additional  stimulus  to  the  re- 
cruiting service  may  not  be  advisable. 

In  looking  forward  to  the  future  expense  of  the  ope- 
rations which  may  be  found  inevitable,  I  derive  conso- 
lation firom  the  information  I  receive,  that  the  product 
of  the  revenues  for  the  present  year  is  likely  to  super- 
cede the  necessity  of  additional  burdens  on  the  com- 
munity for  the  service  of.  the  ensuing  year.  This,  how- 
ever, will  be  better  ascertained  in  the  course  of  the  ses- 
sion ;  and  it  is  proper  to  add,  that  the  information  al- 
luded to  proceeds  upon  the  supposition  of  no  material 
extension  of  the  spirit  of  hostility. 

I  cannot  dismiss  the  subject  of  Indian  afi&irs  without 
again  recommending  to  your  consideration  the  expedi- 
ency of  more  adequate  provision  for  giving  energy  to 
the  laws  throughout  our  interior  frontier,  and  for  re- 
straining the  commission  of  outrages  upon  the  Indians; 
without  which  all  pacific  plans  must  prove  nugatory. 
To>  enable,  by  competent  rewards,  the  employment  of 
qualified  and  trusty  persons  to  reside  among  them  as 
agents,  would  also  contribute  to  the  preservation  of 
peace  and  good  neighborhood.  I^  in  addition  to  these 
expedients,  an  eligible  plan  could  be  devised  for  pro- 
moting civilization  among  the  friendly  tribes,  and  for 
carrying  on  trade  with  them,  upon  a  scale  equal  to 
their  wants,  and  under  regulations  calculated  to  pro- 
tect them  firom  imposition  and  extortion,  its  influence 
in  cementing  their  interest  with  ours,  could  not  but  be 
considerable. 

The  prosperous  state  of  our  revenue  has  been  inti- 
mated. This  would  be  still  more  the  case  were  it  not 
for  the  impediments  which,  in  some  places,  continue  to 
embarrass  the  collection  of  the  duties  on  spirits  distilled 
within  the  United  States.  These  impediments  have 
lessened,  and  are  lessening,  in  local  extent;  and,  as  ap- 
plied to  the  community  at  large,  the  contentment  widi 
the  law  appears  to  be  progressive. 

But  symptoms  of  increased  opposition  having  lately 
manifested  themselves  in  certain  quarters,  I  judged  a 
special  interposition  on  my  part  proper  and  advisable ; 
and,  under  this  impression,  have  issued  a  Proclamation, 
warning  against  all  unlawfiil  combinations  and  pro* 
ceedings,  having  for  their  object  or  tending  to  obstruct 
the  law  in  question,  and  announcing  that  all  lawful 
ways  and  means  would  be  strictly  put  in  execution  for 
bringing  to  justice  the  infiractors  thereof  and  securing 
obedience  thereto. 

Measures  have  also  been  taken  for  the  prosecution  of 
offenders ;  and  Congress  may  be  assured  that  nothing 
within  constitutiontd  and  legal  limits,  which  may  de- 
pend upon  me,  shall  be  wanting  to  assert  and  maintain 
the  just  authority  of  die  laws.  In  fiilfilliug  this  trust, 
I  shall  count  entirely  upon  the  full  co-operation  of  the 
other  Departments  of  the  Government,  and  upon  the 
zealous  support  of  all  good  dtisens. 

I  cannot  forbear  to  bring  again  into  the  view  of  the 
Legislature  the  subject  of  a  revirion  of  the  Judidaiy 
system.  A  representation  firom  the  Judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  which  will  be  laid  befine  you,  points  out 
some  of  the  inoonvenienoee  that  are  experienced.    In 
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tiie  oourae  of  the  execution  of  the  laws,  considenitionB 
arifle  out  of  the  stmctwe  of  that  system,  which,  in  some 
oases,  tend  to  relax  their  efficacy.  As  connected  with 
this  subject,  provisions  to  fiiciiitate  the  takfaig  of  bail 
upon  processes  out  of  the  Courts  of  the  United  States, 
and  a  supplementary  definition  of  offences  against  the 
Constitution  and  laws  of  the  Union,  and  of  the  pun- 
ishment for  such  offences,  will,  it  is  presumed,  be  found 
worthy  of  particular  attention. 

Observations  on  the  value  of  peace  with  other  na- 
tions are  unnecessary.  It  would  be  wise,  however,  by 
timely  provisions  to  guard  against  those  acts  of  our 
own  citizens,  which  might  tend  to  disturb  it,  and  to  put 
ourselves  in  a  condition  to  give  that  satisfiurtion  to 
inreign  nations  which  we  may  sometimes  have  occasion 
to  require  from  them.  I  particularly  recommend  to  your 
consideration  the  means  of  preventing  those  aggres- 
sions by  our  citizens  on  the  territory  of  other  nations, 
and  other  infractions  of  the  law  of  nations,  which,  fur- 
nishing pust  subject  of  complaint,  might  endanger  our 
peace  with  them,  and,  in  general,  the  maintenance  of  a 
friendly  intercourse  with  foreign  Powers  will  be  pre- 
sented to  your  attention  by  the  expiration  of  the  law 
ibr  that  purpose,  which  takes  place,  if  not  renewed,  at 
the  close  of  the  present  session. 

In  execution  oi  the  authority  given  by  the  Legiria- 
tuie,  measures  have  been  taken  for  engaging  some 
artists  frx>m  abroad  to  aid  in  the  establishment  of  our 
Mint ;  others  have  been  employed  at  home.  Provision 
has  been  made  of  the  requisite  buildings,  and  these  are 
now  putting  into  proper  condition  for  the  purposes  of 
the  establishment  There  has  also  been  a  small  begin- 
ning in  the  coinage  of  half-dimes ;  the  want  of  small 
coins  in  cinmlation  calling  the  first  attention  to  them. 

The  regulation  of  foreign  coins,  in  correspondency 
with  the  principles  of  our  national  couiage,  as  be- 
ing essential  to  Uieir  due  operation,  and  to  onler  in  out 
money  concerns,  wiU,  I  doubt  not,  be  resumed  and 
completed. 

It  is  represented  that  some  provisions  in  the  law 
which  establidies  the  Post  Office,  operate,  in  experiment, 
against  the  transmission  oi  newspapers  to  distant  parts 
of  the  country.  Should  this,  upon  due  inqimy,  be  found 
to  be  the  foct,  a  frill  conviction  of  the  importance  of  fii- 
dlitating  the  circulation  of  poHlical  intelligence  and 
infonnation  wiO,  I  doubt  not,  lead  to  the  application  of 
a  remedy. 

The  sdoption  of  a  Constitution  for  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky has  been  notified  to  me.  The  Legislature  will 
share  with  me  in  the  satisfiustion  which  arises  firom  an 
event  interesting  to  the  happiness  of  the  part  of  the  nation 
to  which  it  relates,  and  conducive  to  the  general  order. 

It  is  proper  likewise  to  inform  you,  that,  since  my 
last  communication  on  the  subject,  and  in  frirther  exe- 
cution of  the  acts  severally  »ff^*feit»g  provision  for  the 
Public  Debt,  and  for  the  reduction  thereof  three  new 
loans  have  been  eflected,  each  for  three  milMons  of  flo- 
rins ;  one  at  Antwerp,  at  the  annual  interest  of  four 
and  one-half  per  cent.,  with  an  allowance  of  four  per 
cent,  in  lieu  of  all  charges ;  and  the  other  two  at  Am- 
sterdam, at  the  annual  interest  of  four  per  cent.,  with 
an  allowanqp  of  fiye  and  one-half  per  cent  in  one  case, 
and  of  five  per  cent,  in  the  o  Aer,  in  lieu  of  all  charges. 
'  The  rates  of  these  loans,  and  the  circumstances  under 
which  they  have  been  made,  are  confirmations  of  the 
high  state  of  our  credit  abroad. 

Among  the  objects  to  whidi  these  ftinds  have  been 
directed  to  be  applied,  the  payment  of  the  debts  due  to 
certain  foreign  officers,  according  to  the  provision  made 
during  the  last  sessioin,  has  been  embracedi 


Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  RepresentattveB  .• 

I  entertain  a  strong  hope  that  the  state  of  our  na- 
tional finances  is  now  siiuffidently  matured  to  enable 
you  to  enter  upon  a  systematic  and  effectual  arrange- 
ment for  the  regular  redemption  and  discharge  of  the 
Public  Debt,  according  to  the  right  which  has  been  re- 
served to  the  Government ;  no  measure  can  be  more 
desirable,  whether  viewed  with  an  eye  to  its  intrinsic 
importance,  or  to  the  general  sentiment  and  wish  of  the 
nation. 

Provision  is  likewise  requisite  for  the  reimbursement 
of  the  loan  which  has  been  made  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  pursuant  to  the  eleventh  section  of  the 
act  by  which  it  is  incorporated ;  in  frilfilBng  the  public 
stipulations  in  this  particular,  it  is  expected  a  valuable 
saving  will  be  made. 

Appropriations  for  the  current  service  of  the  ensuing 
year,  and  for  such  extraordinaries  as  may  require  pro- 
vision, will  demand,  and  I  doubt  not  will  engage,  your 
early  attention. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  House  of  Representatives  .* 

I  content  myself  with  recalling  your  attention,  gene- 
erally,  to  such  objects,  not  particularized  in  my  present, 
as  have  been  suggested  in  my  former  communications 
to  you. 

Various  temporary  laws  will  expire  during  the  pre- 
sent session.  Among  these,  that  which  reguUtes  trade 
and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes  will  merit  particu 
lar  attention. 

The  rpsults  of  your  common  deliberations  hitherto, 
will,  I  trust,  be  productive  of  solid  and  durable  advan- 
tages to  our  constituents ;  such  as,  by  conciliating  more 
and  more  their  ultimate  suffinge,  will  tend  to  strengthen 
and  confirm  their  attachment  to  that  constitution  of 
Government  upon  which,  under  Divine  Providence,  ma- 
terially depend  their  union,  their  safo^,  and  their  hap- 
piness. 

StiU  frirther  to  promote  and  secure  these  inestimable 
ends,  there  is  nothing  which  can  have  a  more  powerfril 
tendency,  than  the  careftd  cultivation  of  harmony,  com- 
bined wiih  a  due  regard  to  stability  in  the  public  coun- 
cils. G.  WASHINGTON. 

Ukitxd  States,  November  6,  179S. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  having 
retired,  and  the  two  Houses  being  separated. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Strong,  Kino,  an4  Kuth- 
erfurd,  be  a  committee  to  prepare  and  report  the 
draft  of  an  Address  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  answer  to  his  Speech  this  day,  to 
both  Houses  of  Congress  convened  in  the  Senate 
Chamber. 

Ordered,  That  the  Speech  of  the  President  of 
THE  United  States,  delivered  this  day,  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  petition  of  a  number  of  the  merchants  of 
the  city  of  Charleston  was  presented  and  read, 
praying  that  a  law  may  be  passed,  restraining  and 
altering  the  proceedings,  and  reducing  the  fees  of 
the  Court  of  Admiralty. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  furnish  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate,  from  such  printers  as  they  nuiy 
respectively  direct^  each,  three  newspapers,  to  be 
left  from  time  to  time,  during  the  session,  at  their 
several  places  of  abode. 
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Wednesday,  November  7. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  Letter 
from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  with  his 
accounts  made  up  to  the  30th  of  September,  1792; 
which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  on  the  table. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  United  States: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and 

of  the  house  of  Repreeentatives  : 

In  punoance  of  the  law,  I  now  lay  before  you  a  state- 
ment  of  the  administration  of  the  funds  appropriated 
to  certain  foreign  purposes,  together  with  a  Letter  bam 
the  Secretaiy  of  State,  explaining  the  same. 

I  also  lay  before  you  a  copy  of  a  Letter  and  rMnre- 
sentation  from  the  Chief  Justice  and  Associate  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  stating  the 
difficulties  and  inconveniences  which  attend  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties,  according  to  the  present  Judiciaiy 
system. 

A  co^  of  a  Letter  from  the  Judges  attending  the 
Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  North  Caro- 
lina district,  in  June  last,  containing  their  observations 
on  an  act  passed  during  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
entitled  ^  An  act  to  provide  for  ^e  settlement  of  the 
claims  of  widows  and  orphans  barred  by  the  limitations 
heretofore  established,  and  to  regulate  the  claims  to  in- 
valid pensions ;"  and 

A  copy  of  the  Constitution  formed  for  the  State  of 
Kentucky.  G.  WASHINGTON. 

UiriTiB  States,  November  7,  179ft. 

The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to 
were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Strong,  from  the  committee  appointed  for 
that  purpose,  reported  an  Address  to  the  President 
OP  THE  United  States,  in  answer  to  his  Speech  to 
both  Houses  of  Congress;  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  to  take 
this  report  into  consideration. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War, 
on  the  subject  of  Indian  affairs,  with  sundry  pa- 
pers therein  mentioned. 

The  Letter  was  read,  and  the  papers  were  in 
part  read;  and,  after  progress,  the  further  reading 
thereof  was  posq>oned. 


Thursday,  November  8. 

John  Henry,  from  the  State  of  Maryland,  at- 
tended, and  tooK  his  seat. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  communicating  the 
information  of  a  Treaty  of  Peace  having  been  re- 
cently concluded  by  General  Putnam  between  the 
United  States  and  certain  tribes  of  Western  In- 
dians, together  with  sundry  papers;  which  were 
read. 

Ordered.  That  they  lie  on  the  table. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
took  into  consideration  the  Address  reported  by 
the  committee  to  the  President  op  the  United 
States,  in  answer  to  his  Speech  to  both  Houses  of 
Congress;  which, being  tecommitted  and  amend- 
ments reported,  was  agreed  to,  as  amended. 


Ordered,  That  the  same  committee  wait  on  the 
President  op  the  United  States,  and  desire  him 
to  acquaint  the  Senate  at  what  time  and  place  it 
will  be  mOst  convenient  for  him  that  it  should  be 
presented. 

Mr.  Strong,  from  the  above-mentioned  com- 
mittee, reported  that  the  President  op  the  Uni- 
ted States  proposed  to  receive  the  Address  of  the 
Senate  at  11  o'clock  to-morrow. 

The  reading  of  the  papers  communicated  on  the 
7th  of  November,  from  tne  Secretary  of  War,  was 
resumed,  and,  after  progress,  postponed. 


Friday,  November  9. 

The  Senate  waited  on  the  President  of  the 
UniTED  States  at  his  own  house,  and  the  Presi- 
dent i>ro  tempore,  in  their  name,  communicated  to 
him  the  Address  agreed  to  on  the  8th  instant,  which 
is  as  follows: 

To  the  President  of  the  United  States  : 

Accept,  sir,  our  grateful  admowledgmeots  for  your 
Address  at  the  <^peningof  the  pres^it  aenion.  We 
participate  with  you  in  the  satisfoc^n  arioBg  from  tSt^ 
continuance  of  the  goieral  prosperity  of  die  nation,  but 
it  is  not  without  the  most  sincere  concern  that  we  are 
informed  that  the  reiterated  efforts  which  have  been 
made  to  establish  peace  with  the  hostile  Indians,  hsve 
hidkerto  foiled  to  acoomplidi  that  desired  olject.  Hoping 
that  the  measures  still  depending  may  move  more  suc- 
cessful than  thoee  which  have  precedea  theqi,  we  shall 
nevertheless  concur  in  every  neoessazy  prepisration  for 
the  altemative ;  and,  should  the  Indians  on  either  sidb 
of  the  Ohio  persist  in  their  hostilities,  fidelity  to  the 
Union,  as  well  as  afisction  to  our  foUow*cttiiens  on  the 
frontiers,  will  insure  our  decided  co-operation  in  every 
measure  which  shall  be  deemed  requisite  for  their  pio- 
tection  and  safety* 

At  the  same  time  that  we  avow  the  obBgatioa  of 
the  Oovemmenl  to  affiird  its  protection  to  eveiy  part  of 
the  Union,  we  cannot  refrain  from  expnsaing  our  regret 
that  even  a  small  portion  of  our  fbllow-dtiBens  in  any 
quarter  of  it  should  luve  comfained  to  oj^Mse  the  opera- 
tion of  the  law  for  the  collection  of  duties  on  spirits  dis- 
tilled within  the  United  States ;  a  Uw  repeatedly  sanc- 
tioned by  the  authority  of  the  nation,  and,  at  this 
juncture,  materially  connected  with  the  safo^  and  pio- 
tection  of  those  who  oppose  it.  Should  Uie  means 
already  adopted  foil  in  securing  obedienoe  to  this  law, 
sudi  further  measures  as  may  be  thought  neoessarv  to 
carry  the  same  into  complete  operation  cannot  fail  to 
receive  the  approbation  of  the  Legialataie,  and  the  sup- 
port of  every  patriotic  dtisen. 

It  yields  us  parttoular  pleasure  to  learm,  diat  the  pro* 
duotiveneas  of  the  revenue  of  the  present  year  will 
probably  supercede  the  necessi^  of  any  additional  tax 
for  the  service  of  the  next. 

The  organization  of  the  government  of  ^e  State  of 
Kentucky  being  an  event  peculiarly  interesting  to  a  part 
of  our  fellow-citizens,  and  conducive  to  Uie  general 
order,  afibrde  us  particular  satisfaction. 

We  are  happy  to  leam  that  the  high  state  of  our 
credit  abroad  has  been  evinced  by  the  terms  on  which 
the  new  loans  have  been  negotiated. 

In  the  course  of  the  session  we  shall  proceed  to  take, 
into  consideration  the  several  objects  which  you  have 
been  pleased  to  recommend  to  our  attention;  imd,  keep* 
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mg  in  view  the  importance  of  union  and  stability  in  the 
pi2>Uc  conndlfl,  we  afaaU  labor  to  render  our  decisions 
conducive  to  the  safety  and  happiness  of  our  country. 

We  repeat  with  pleasure  our  assurances  of  confidence 
in  your  Administration,  and  our  ardent  wish  that  your 
unabated  zeal  for  the  public  good  may  be  rewarded  by 
the  durable  prosperity  of  the  nation,  and  every  ingredi- 
ent of  personal  happiness. 

JOHN  LANGDON, 
Pretident  pro  tempore. 

To  this  Address,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  was  pleased  to  make  the  following  reply : 

I  derive  much  pleasure,  gentlemen,  from  your  veiy 
satisfiictoiy  Address.  The  renewed  assurances  of  your 
confidence  in  my  Administration,  and  the  expression  of 
your  wish  for  my  personal  happiness,  claim  and  receive 
my  particular  acknowledgments.  In  my  future  endea- 
vor for  the  public  welfiure,  to  which  my  duty  may  call 
me,  I  shflJl  not  cease  to  count  upon  the  firm,  enlight- 
ened, and  patriotic  support  of  the  Senate. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

The  Senate  returned  to  their  Chamber. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  class  the  Senators 
from  the  State  of  Kentucky,  as  the  Constitution 
requires,  when  numbers  two  and  three  heing  by 
the  Secretary,  rolled  up  and  put  into  the  bulot- 
box,  Mr.  Brown  drew  number  two,  and  is  accord- 
ingly of  the  class  whose  seats  will  be  vacated  in 
Senate  at  the  expiration  of  two  years  from  March^ 
1791.  Mr.  Edwards  drew  number  three,  and  is 
aocordiogly  of  the  class  whose  seats  in  Senate 
will  be  vacated  at  the  expiration  of  four  years 
from  March,  1791. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Rutherfurd,  Sherman, 
and  Wingate,  be  a  committee  to  report  a  bill, 
authorizing  the  settlement  oi  tiie  demands  of  An- 
thony Walton  White  against  the  United  States. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prbsioient  of  the  United  States: 

Gentlemen  of  the  SenatCt  and 

of  the  Hou*e  of  Representativee : 

I  now  lay  before  you  a  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
State,  covering  the  copy  of  one  from  the  €k>vemor  of 
Virginia,  with  the  several  pigpen  therein  referred  to,  on 
the  subject  of  the  boundary  between  that  State  and  the 
Territory  of  the  United  States  south  of  the  Ohio.  It  will 
remain  with  the  Legislature  to  take  such  measures  as 
it  lAiall  itaak  best,  for  settUng  the  said  boundary  with 
that  State,  and,  at  the  same  time,  if  it  thinks  pn^per, 
for  extending  the  settlement  to  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
between  which  and  the  same  Tenritoiy  the  boundary  is 
as  yet  undetennined. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

Ukitid  Statis,  November  9,  179S. 

The  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  petition  of  Richard  OBrien  and  others, 
American  citizens,  prisoners  at  Algiers,  was  read, 
praying  thlt  measures  may  be  taken  for  their  pre- 
sent support,  and  for  their  relief  from  long  cap- 
tivity. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  to  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  petition  of  Arthur  Hughes,  for  compensa- 
tion for  services  and  supplies  during  the  late  war^ 
was  presented  and  read. 


Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  to  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  reading  of  the  papers,  communicated  hy 
the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  7th  instant,  on  In- 
dian affairs,  was  continued,  and,  after  progress, 
postponed. 


Monday,  November  12. 

Samuel  Johnston,  from  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  and  Joseph  Stanton,  from  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island,  attended. 

The  memorial  of  James  Warrin^^ton,  the  true 
and  lawful  attorney  of  Joseph  Blackford,  surviv- 
ing co-partner  of  Michael  John  Harris,  deceased, 
who,  with  the  said  Joseph^  carried  on  business,  as 
merchants,  under  the  firm  of  Harris  and  Black- 
ford, in  Charleston,  in  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina, and  who  supplied  Joseph  Banks,  during  the 
late  war,  a  contractor  to  the  Southern  army,  with 
floods  to  a  huree  amount,  was  read,  praying  the 
mterposition  of  Confess  in  respect  to  a  demand 
on  the  said  Joseph  &nks,  for  reasons  stated  in  the 
said  memorial. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

The  memorial  of  Qaetano  Brago  di  Domenico 
was  read,  on  the  subject  of  appointing  a  Consul 
to  the  Republic  of  Gtenoa. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Cabot,  Henrt,  and 
Morris,  be  a  committee  to  report  a  biU  regulating 
Foreign  Coins,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  reading  of  the  papers  communicated  from 
the  Secretary  of  War  the  7th  instant,  respecting 
Indian  affairs,  was  continued;  and,  after  progress, 
the  Senate  acijoumed. 

Tuesday,  November  13. 

The  petition  of  Mary  Kent,  for  the  renewal  of 
a  loan-oflce  certificate,  destroyed  by  accident,  was 
presented  and  read. 

Chrdered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  to  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  reading  of  the  papers,  communicated  from 
the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  7th  instant,  respect- 
ing Indian  aiSairs,  was  continued;  and,  after  pro- 
gress, postponed. 

Mr.  Cabot,  from  the  committee  aj^inted  for 
that  purpose,  reported  a  bill,  r^o^ulating  Foreign 
Coine^  and  for  other  purposes;  wmch  was  read  the 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  pass  to  a  second  reading. 

W&VNBSDAT,  November  14. 

The  petition  of  William  Dunbar,  executor  of 
the  last  will  and  testament  of  George  Galphin, 
deceased,  late  a  Commissioner  of  Indian  affairs, 
was  presented  and  read,  praying,  in  behalf  of  the 
children  of  the  said  Gtorge  Galphin,  that  the  com- 
pensation allowed  to  the  other  commissioners  of 
Indian  affairs  may  be  extended  to  them,  the  legal 
representatives  oi  their  late  father. 

On  motion  that  this  petition  be  referred  to  a 
committee,  it  passed  in  tne  negative. 

The  Senate  continued  the  reading  of  the  papers, 
communicated  firom  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  In- 
dian affairs ;  and,  after  progress,  adjourned. 
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Thursday,  November  15. 

The  papers  communicated  the  7th  instant,  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  respecting  Indian  affairs, 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  he  on  the  table. 

The  bill  regulating  Foreign  Coins,  and  for  other 
purposes,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered 
to  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  together  with  copies 
of  sundry  papers  transmitted  by  James  Seagrove, 
Superintendent  and  Commissioner  of  Indian  af- 
fairs, respecting  the  peaceable  disposition  of  the 
Creek  nation;  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  on  the  table. 

Friday,  November  16. 

Aaron  Burr,  from  the  State  of  New  York,  at- 
tended, and  took  his  seat. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  Letter 
from  Messrs.'  Herbert  db  Co.,  dated  Paris,  January 
26, 1792,  respecting  the  purchase  of  a  tract  of  land 
of  the  United  States;  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  carry  this  Letter 
to  the  House  of  Rex»resentatives. 

The  bill  regulating  Foreign  Coins,  and  for  other 
purposes,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Aesolved,  That  this  biU  pass;  that  it  be  engross- 
ed; and  that  the  title  thereof  be  ^^  An  act  regu- 
lating Foreign  Coins,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Ordered^  That  the  consideration  of  me  report 
of  a  committee,  made  April  the  5th,  1792,  on  the 
subject  of  Weights  and  Measures,  be  the  order  of 
the  day  for  Monday  next. 

Monday,  November  19. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  Letter 
surned  Thomas  Jefferson,  in  behalf  of  the  Trustees 
of  the  Sinking  Fund,  who  were  appointed  pursu- 
ant to  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  maKing  provision 
for  the  reduction  of  the  PuUic  Debt,"  enclosing 
their  accounts,  and  stating  that,  from  the  25th  of 
October,  1791,  there  have  been  purchased,  of  va- 
rious denominations  of  the  Public  Debt,  to  the 
amount  of  $364,093  13  cents ;  and  that,  smce  the 
commencement  of  the  business,  $1,495,457  89  cents 
of  said  debt  have  been  purchased :  for  which  the 
sum  of  $967,821  65  cents  in  specie,  have  been  paid ; 
which  Letter  a^d  papers  therein  referred  to,  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

An  Address  from  the  people  called  Cluakers,  in 
behalf  of  the  religious  societies  of  that  denomina- 
tion in  the  States  of  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey, 
Delaware,  and  part  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  was 
presented  and  read,  suggesting  the  expediency  of 
adopting  further  measures  to  conciliate  the  minds, 
and  to  effect  a  peace  with  the  hostile  tribes  of  In- 
dians. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Tuesday,  November  20. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of  the  committee 
made  April  the  5th,  1792,  on  the  subject  of  Weights 
and  Measures;  and,  after  debate, 


Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  December 
next. 

The  petition  of  Thomas  Screven,  one  of  the 
qualified  acting  executors  of  the  last  will  and  testa- 
ment of  James  Screven,  Brigadier  General  in  the 
State  of  Georgia,  deceased,  was  presented  and  read, 
prayingfor  the  renewal  of  certain  certificates  of 
Public  Debt,  said  to  be  burnt  or  otherwise  destroyed 
by  the  enemy  during  the  late  war. 

Ordered^  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

The  petition  of  Elisha  Bennett,  a  seaman  on 
board  the  Continental  frigate  the  Trumbull,  was 
presented  and  read,  praying  to  be  allowed  the  ar- 
rearage of  his  wages,  the  payment  of  which  hath 
been  hitherto  impeded  by  accident. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 


Wednesday,  November  21. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Ellsworth,  Strong, 
Monroe,  Johnston,  and  King,  by  a  conmiittee  to 
take  the  Judiciary  system  into  consideration,  and 
report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  petition  of  Barent  I.  Staats  was  presented 
and  read,  praying  compensation  for  services  ren- 
dered the  United  States  durine  the  late  war,  which 
is  stated  to  have  been  delayed  by  reason  oi  a  mis- 
take in  the  ofBcer  appointed  to  liquidate  the  pub- 
lic accounts. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  petitions  of  Asa  Da3^and  of  William  Per- 
kins, by  his  attorney  Josiah  Rogers,  were  severally 
read,  praying  to  be  allowed  the  arrearages  of  their 
wages,  due  for  military  services  during  the  late 
war. 

Ordered,  That  these  petitions  be  severally  re- 
ferred to  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  report  thereon 
to  the  Senate. 


Thursday,  November  22. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Johnston,  Cabot^  and 
Read,  be  a  committee  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  a  law  respecting  fugitives  from  justice,  and  per- 
sons escaping  from  the  service  of  their  masters, 
and,  if  they  think  proper,  to  report  a  bill. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Home  of  RepreHniatives : 

I  send  you  herewith  the  abstract  of  a  supplementaiy 
arrangement  which  has  been  made  by  me,  pursuant  to 
the  acta  of  the  3d  day  of  Maidii,  1791,  and  the  8th  day 
of  May,  1793,  for  raising  a  revenne  upon  Areign  and 
domestic  dirtilled  spirits ;  in  respect  to' the  subdivisions 
and  officers  which  nave  appeared  to  me  necessary,  and 
to  the  allowances  for  their  respective  services  to  the 
supervisors,  inspectors,  and  other  officers  of  inspection ; 
together  with  estimates  of  the  amount  of  compensation* 
andchaiges. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

Unitbd  States,  November  22, 1798. 
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Ordered^  That  this  Messag^e.  and  the  papers 
therein  referred  to,  lie  for  consideration. 


Friday,  November  23. 

RicBARD  BASSfiTT,  from  the  State  of  Delaware, 
attended,  and  took  his  seat. 

The  committees  not  having  perfected  their  re- 
ports, the  Senate  adjourned. 


Monday,  November  26. 

The  petition  of  James  Mathers,  Doorkeeper  to  the 
Senate,  was  presented  and  read,  praying  that  he 
may  be  *^  authorized,  at  public  expense,  to  employ 
a  person  to  make  fires,  carry  wood,  &c." 

Ordered^  That  the  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  concemisff  th^  re^stering 
and  recording  of  ships  or  vessels/'  in  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Sienate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
pftss  to  the  second  reading. 


TuBMUY,  November  i^. 
No  business  was  done  to-day. 


Wednesday,  November  28. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to 
purchase  a  map  of  the  United  States,  and  maps  of 
the  respective  States,  for  the  use  of  tne  Senate. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Bradley,  Bdtler,  and 
Sherman,  be  a  committee  to  consider  the  petition 
of  James  Mathers,  Doorkeeper  to  the  Senate,  and 
report  thereon. 


Thdrbday,  November  29. 

The  Prbsisbnt  laid  before  the  Senate  a  Letter 
from  Samuel  Meredith,  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  28th  instant,  enclosing  his  specie 
account  to  the  30th  of  September  last ;  which  let- 
ter and  papers  were  read. 

OrdereJL  That  they  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  second  reading  of  the  bfll 
seat  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  con- 
correBoe,  entitled  ^^An  act  coneeminff  the  regis- 
tering and  recording  of  ships  or  refsSs,''  be  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Monday  neiet 


day 


Friday,  November  30. 

The  Senate  assembled,  and  adjourned  to  Mon- 
tv  next  at  11  o'clock. 


Monday,  December  3. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre^tatives 
for  conoorrence,  entitled  "  An  act  concerning  the 
registering  and  recording  of  ships  or  vessds.'' 

Order^L,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Butler, 
Cabot,  Morris,  Monroe,  and  Kino,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 
2d  Con— 21 


The  Senate  took  up  the  report  of  the  committee, 
made  April  6th,  1792,  on  the  subject  of  Weightr 
and  Measures;  and,  aner  debate,  ordered,  that  the* 
further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  imtii 
Thursday  next. 

The  petition  of  a  number  of  persons,  of  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,  praying  that  Congress 
would  take  into  consideration  the  expediency  of 
passing  a  Bankrupt  law,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

TcESDAY,  December  4. 
No  business  done  to-day. 


Wednesday,  December  5. 

The  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  at- 
tended. 

Mr.  Bradley  save  notice  that,  on  Friday  next, 
he  should  move  lor  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  in  ad* 
dition  to,  and  alteration  of,  an  act,  mititled  "  An 
act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for  settling  the  ac- 
counts of  the  United  States  with  the  individual 
Ptates." 

Thursday,  December  6. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee,  made  April  5th,  1792,  on  tne  subject 
of  Weights  and  Measures. 

On  motion,  that  the  report  under  consideration 
be  recommitted,  and  that  the  committee  be  re- 
quested to  report  a  bill  for  rendering  the  Weights 
and  Measures  of  the  United  States  uniform  and 
^variable,  retaining  in  general  the  Weights  and 
Measures  now  in  use, 

1   It  was  agreed,  that  the  further  consideration  of 
the  report,  togetner  with  the  motion  made  thereon, 
f>e  postponed  until  Monday  se^nnight. 
I   The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  United  States  : 

ptntkmm  of  the  Senate j  aid ' 

I  of  ike  Hmue  of  RepreeenMieeB; 

The  sereral  measm'es,  which  have  been  punned  to 
induce  the  hostile  Indian  tribes  north  of  the  Ohio  to 
fnter  into  a  conference  or  treaty  with  the  United  States, 
at  which  all  causes  of  difference  might  be  ftilly  under- 
stood, and  juitly  and  amicably  arranged,  have  already 
been  submllted  to  bodi  Homes  of  Congress. 

The  papers  herewith  sent  will  inlbnn  yon  of  the 

G.  WA8HIN6T0N. 
Uvmn  Statbs,  Deoember  6, 1798. 

The  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 


Friday,  December  7. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  United  States  : 

Qenikmen  of  ike  Senate,  and 

of  the  House  of  Repreeentatwen 

I  lay  beim  you  two  Letters,  with  Aeir  endotoies 
ftom  the  Governor  of  the  Southwestern  territory,  and  aa 
extract  of  a  letter  to  him  fiom  Uie  Department  (xf  War. 
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These,  and  a  Letter  of  the  9th  of  October  last,  whidi 
has  been  already  Gommunicated  to  you,  from  the  same 
Department  to  tiie  Goverhor,  will  show  in  what  manner 
the  first  section  of  the  act  of  the  last  session,  which  pro- 
vides for  calling  oat  the  Militia  for  the  repelling  of  In- 
dian invasions,  has  been  executed.  It  remains  to  be 
considered  by  Congress  whether,  in  the  present  situation 
of  the  United  States,  it  be  advisable  or  not  to  pursue 
any  flirther  or  other  measures  than  those  which  have 
been  already  adopted.  The  nature  of  the  subject  does, 
of  itself  call  for  your  immediate  attention  to  it;  and  I 
must  add,  that,  upon  the  result  of  your  deliberations, 
the  future  conduct  of  the  Executive  wiU  on  this  occa- 
sion materially  depend. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

UiriTiB  Statbs,  December  7,  1792. 

The  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Agreeably  to  the  notification  of  the  5th  instant, 
Mr.  Bradley  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  "a  bill  in 
addition  to,  and  alteration  of,  an  act,  entitled  '  An 
act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for  settling  the  ac- 
comits  of  the  United  States  with  the  individual 
States ;' "  and  the  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 


Monday,  December  10. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  in  addition  to,  and  alteration  of,  an  act, 
entitled  '^  An  act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for 
settlinff  the  accounts  of  t,he  United  States  with 
the  individual  States ;"  ani,  after  debate, 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Bradley,  Strong,  Kino,  Ellsworth,  and 
Brown,  to  consider  generally,  and  report  thereon. 

The  VICE  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  subject 
of  Indian  affairs,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Tuesday,  December  11. 

Mr.  Butler,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  the  bill  sent  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled 
^^  An  act  concerning  the  registering  and  recording 
of  ships  or  vessels,*^  reported  amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
last  mentioned  bill ;  and,  on  motion,  to  expunge 
the  following  proviso  in  the  first  section  of  the 
bill,  to  wit: 

**  Provided,  That  they  shall  not  continue  to  enjoy 
the  same  longer  than  they  shall  continue  to  be  whoUy 
owned,  and  to  be  commanded,  by  a  citizen  or  citizens 
ofthe  said  States:" 

It  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  5,  nays  19, 
follows : 

Tbas< — Messrs.  Brown,  Butler,  Edwards,  Few,  and 
Izard. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bassett,  Bradley,  Cabot,  Dickinson, 
Ellsworth,  Foster,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Johnston,  King, 
Langdon,  Monroe,  Morris,  Read,  Robinson,  Sherman, 
Stanton,  Strong,  and  Wtngate. 

And,  after  agreeing  to  sundry  amendments,  as 
re|iorted  by  the  committee, 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 


as 


Wednesday,  December  12. 

John  Taylor,  appointed  by  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Virginia,  in  the  place  of  Richard  H. 
Lee,  resigned,  produced  his  credentials  and  took 
his  seat  in  the  senate.  He  also  produced  the  cre- 
dentials of  his  appointment  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate 
for  six  years  from  the  4th  of  March,  1793 ;  which 
were  severally  read,  and  the  oath  was,  by  the  Vice 
PREsiDENT,aaministered  toMr.  Taylor,  as  the  law 
provides. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  sent  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence, 
entitled  ^'  An  act  concerning  the  registering  and 
recording  of  ships  or  vessels,''  and,  d^er  agreeing 
to  further  amendments. 

Resolved,  That  this  oill  pass  as  amended. 


Thursday,  December  13. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  the  bill  in  addition  to,  and 
alteration  of,  an  act,  entitled  ^'  An  act  to  extend 
the  time  limited  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the 
United  States  with  the  individual  States,"  reported 
amendments,  which  were  adopted,  and  the  bill 
was  amended  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 


Friday,  December  14. 

Mr.  Bradley  reported  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James  Mathers, 
and  the  report  was  adopted.    Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  James  Mathers  be  authorized  to 
employ  a  person  for  the  purpose  mentioned  in  his 
petition,  and  that  the  person  thus  employed  be  al- 
lowed, under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate,  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifty  cents  per  day 
during  the  session  of  the  Senate,  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  money  appropriated  for  the  contingent  expenses 
of  the  two  £u>uses  of  Congress. 

The  bill  in  addition  to,  and  alteration  of,  an  act, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for 
settlin^r  the  accounts  of  the  United  States  with  the 
individual  States,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass ;  that  the  title  there- 
of  be  "  An  act  in  addition  to,  and  alteration  of^  an 
act,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  extend  the  time  limited 
for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  United  States  with 
the  individual  States;'"  that  it  he  engrossed,  and 
that  the  Secretary  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  therein. 


Monday,  December  17. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee,  made  April  the  5th,  1792.  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Weights  and  Measures,  togetner  with  the 
motion  made  thereon  the  6th  instant. 

A  motion  was  made  to  postpone  the  considera- 
tion thereof,  and  to 

'*  ReMohe,  That  the  present  measures  of  length  be  re- 
tained and  fixed  by  an  invariable  standard ;  that  the 
measures  of  sur&ce  remain  as  they  are,  and  be  invaria- 
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ble  also  a«  the  measures  of  length  to  which  they  are  to 
refer ;  that  the  unit  of  capacity,  now  so  equivocal,  be 
settled  at  a  medium  and  conTenient  term,  and  defined 
by  the  same  inyariable  measures  of  length,  that  the  more 
known  terms  in  the  two  kinds  of  weights  be  retained, 
and  reduced  to  one  series,  and  that  they  be  referred  to 
a  definite  mass  of  some  substance,  the  specific  gravity 
of  which  never  changes ;  and  that  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  bring  in  a  bill  accordingly:" 

And,  after  debate,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  this  motion 
be  deferred  until  to-morrow. 

A  messafi^e  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  ^sttee  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bm,  entitled 
"  An  act  conceminfi;  the  registering  and  recording 
of  ships  or  vessebT'^except  to  their  amendment  to 
the  seventeenth  section,  to  which  they  disagree. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  disa^ 
greeing  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the 
seventeenth  section  of  the  bill  last  mentioned;  and 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  recede  from  their 
amendment  to  the  said  seventeenth  section. 


Tuesday,  December  18. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  motion  made  yes- 
terday, to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  report 
of  the  committee,  made  the  5th  of  Xpril  last,  on 
the  subject  of  Weights  and  Measures,  with  the 
motion  of  the  6th  of  December  instant,  made  there- 
on; and  n^-?ed  to  amend  the  motion  for  postpone- 
ment made  yesterday,  by  striking  out  these  words: 
"And  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a 
bill  accordingly." 

It  was  agreed  to  postpone  the  motion  made  yes- 
terday for  j)ostponement,  and  to  take  up  the  fol- 
lowii:^  motion : 

1st  That  the  unit^of  the  Measures  and  Weights  of 
the  United  States  shall  be  equal  to  certain  Measures 
and  Weights  now  in  use. 

2d.  That  the  standard  ftnr  the  Measozes  and  Weights 
of  the  United  States  be  an  unifoim  cylindrical  rod  of 
metal,  of  such  length  as  in  the  latitude  of  forty-five  de- 
grees, in  the  level  of  the  ocean,  and  in  a  cellar  of  uni- 
form natural  temperature,  shaU  perform  its  vibrations  in 
small  and  equal  arcs  in  one  second  of  time,  and  which 
stimdard  rod  shaU  be  divided  into  four  hundred  and 
eighty-nine  equal  parts. 

3d.  That  the  unit  of  Measures  of  length  shall  be  a 

ot,  which  shall  be  equal  in  length  to  one  hundred  parts 
of  the  aforesaid  standard  rod. 

That  sixty-six  feet  shall  be  a  chain,  and  eighty  chains 
a  mile. 

4th.  That  Measures  of  surface  be  made  by  squares  of 
themeafores  of  length ;  but  in  the  case  of  land  the  unit 
shall  be  an  acre,  which  shall  contain  forty-three  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  nxty  square  feet,  or  shall  be  ten 
chains  in  length-  and  one  in  breadth. 

6th.  That  the  unit  of  the  Measures  of  capacity  shall 
be  a  bushel,  which  shall  be  one  foot  square,  and  one  fool 
and  twenty-five  cents  of  a  foot  deep,  and  shall  contain 
one  cubic  foot  and  a  quarter. 

6th.  That  the  unit  of  Weights  shall  be  a  pound,  which 
■hall  be  equal  to  the  pound  Avoirdupois,  now  in  use, 
and  shall  be  equal  in  weight  to  a  quantity  of  rain  water, 


twenty  cents  of  a  foot  square,  and  forty  cents  deep,  or 
sixteen  thousand  cubic  cents  of  a  foot,  measured  and 
weighed  in  a  cellar  of  uniform  natural  temperature. 

7th.  That  the  units  of  the  Measures  and  Weights  of 
the  United  States  shall  be  divided  into  cents  or  hun- 
dredth parts,  and  where  necessary  into  mills  or  thou- 
sandth parts,  and  in  the  case  of  Weights  the  mill  shall 
be  divided  into  seven  grains,  equal  to  seven  grains  Troy. 

Ordered,  That  the  motion  for  postpoaement 
made  yesterday,  as  amended,  together  with  the 
motion  last  made,  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Ruther- 
FURD,  Monroe,  Izard,  ELL8W0RTH,and  Langdon, 
to  consider  ana  report  thereon. 


Wednesday,  December  19. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  enclosing  copies 
of  letters  from  General  Wilkinson,  Major  Adair, 
and  others,  on  Indian  affairs,  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  on  the  table. 

The  petition  of  James  Wilson  and  others,  in  be- 
half of  the  Illinois  and  Ouabache  Land  Company, 
prayinjg  to  be  heard  by  counsel  on  the  report  of  a 
committee  made  to  the  Senate  the  11th  of  April, 
1792,  on  a  former  petition,  was  presented  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  thb  petition 
be  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  the  Slst  in- 
stant. 


Thursday,  December  20. 

Mr.  Johnston,  from  the  committee  appointed 
for  that  purpose,  reported  a  bill  respecting  Aiffi- 
tives  from  justice,  and  persons  escaping  from  the 
service  of  their  masters;  which  was  read  the  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

Friday,  December  21. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  respecting  fuffitives  from  justice,  and  per^ 
sons  escaping  from  tne  service  of  their  masters; 
and. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  there- 
of be  postponed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  appointed  a  joint  committee  on  their 
part  for  enrolled  bills,  and  desire  the  appointment 
of  a  joint  committee  for  that  purpose  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  message 
above-mentioned;  and  ordered  that  Mr.  Brown 
be  of  the  committee  on  their  part,  for  the  pur- 
poses expressed  thi?rein. 

Monday,  December  24. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
resumed  the  second  reading  of  the  bill  respecting 
fugitives  from  justice,  and  persons  escaping  from 
the  service  of  their  masters ;  and^  after  debate, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  enclosiag  the 
copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Governor  of  (Georgia 
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together  with  a  deposition  respecting  some  recent 
andxruel  murders  of  a  nomher  of  Uie  citizens  of 
that  Slate  by  the  Cherokee  Indians^  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Wednesday,  December  26. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  respecting  fugitives  from  justice,  and  persons 
escapinj?  from  the  service  of  their  masters;  and, 
after  deoate, 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be 
further  postponed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  passed  a  bill}  entitled  "An  act  for  en- 
rolling and  licensing  ships  or  vessels,  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for 
regulating*  the  same  r  in  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
pass  to  the  second  reading. 

Thursday,  December  27. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  enrolling  and 
licensing  ships  or  vessels  to  be  employed  in  the 
coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for  regulating  the 
same;"  and 

^     Ordered,  That  the  further  considecation  thereof 
be  postponed. 

The  oenate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  respecting  fugitives  from  justice,  and  persons 
escapins  from  the  service  of  their  masters;"  and, 
after  debate, 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded,  to  postpone 
the  further  consideration  thereof  to  the  next  ses- 
sion of  Congress. 

Pbiday,  December  28. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  respecting  fugitives  from  justice,  and  persons 
escapin^QT  from  the  service  of  their  masters:  and 
the  motion  yesterday  made  thereon,  to  wit:  "That 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed 
to  the  next  session  of  Congress;"  was  passed  in 
the  negative. 

On&red,  That  the  bill  be  recommitted,  and 
that  Messrs.  Taylor  and  Sherman  be  added  to 
the  committee,  who  are  instructed  to  consider  the 
subject  generally,  and  report  thereon. 


Monday,  December  31. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
concurrence^  entitled  "  An  act  for  enrolling  and 
licensing  ships  or  vessels  to  be  employed  m  the 
coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for  regulating  the 


same;"  and 


Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Cabot, 
Morris;  Bradley,  Langdon,  and  Monroe,  to 
consider  generally,  and  report  thereon. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 


Letter  from  a  number  of  the  citizens  of  Toulouse, 
in  the  Department  of  Garonne,  in  France;  which 
was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretory  carry  this  Letter 
to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  consider- 
ation of  the  petition  of  James  Wilson  and  others, 
on  behalf  of  tne  Illinois  and  Ouabache  Land  Com- 
pany, was  resumed. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed  to  thb  day  fortnight. 

The  Vice  President  laid  fiefore  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  Abraham  Whipple,  referring  to  a  pe- 
tition presented  to  a  former  Uonigress  tor  compen- 
sation; which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  as- 
certain the  fees  in  Admiralty  proceedings  in  the 
District  Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes f*  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  tne  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered 
that  it  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

Tuesday,  January  1, 1793. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
memorial  of  D.  L.  Morel,  accompanied  with  a 
project  for  a^lyin^  oars  to  vessels  of  war. 

Ordered,  Tftiat  thev  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  sent  from  tne  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  ascertain  the 
fees  in  Admiralty  proceedings  in  the  District 
Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;"  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  me  21st  of  November,  to  take  the  Judici- 
ary system  into  consideration,  who  are  instructed 
also  to  consider  this  bill,  and  to  report  thereon. 

Wednesday,  Jan^ary  2. 

A  nuessage  from  the  Hcnise  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  the  following  bills,  in  which 
they  respectively  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate:  A  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Lewis  Garanger,  for 
military  services  during  the  late  war ;"  a  bill  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled/  An  act 
establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins  oi 
the  United  States,'  so  far  as  respects  the  coinage 
of  copper ;"  and  a  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide 
for  the  dlowance  of  interest  on  the  sum  ordered 
to  be  paid  by  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  28th 
of  September,  1785,  as  an  indemnity  to  the  per- 
sons merein  named." 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the  set- 
tlement of  the  accounts  of  Lewis  Garanger  for 
military  services  during  the  late  war,"  was  read 
the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  pass  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  an  act  en- 
titled ^  An  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating 
the  coins  of  the  United  States,'  so  far  as  respects 
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the  coinage  of  copper,"  was  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  readinpr. 

The  hill  entitled  "  An  act  to  proyide  wt  the  al« 
lowance  of  interest  on  the  sum  ordered  to  he  paid 
hy  ihe  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  28th  of  Septem^ 
her,  1785,  as  an  indemnity  to  the  persons  therein 
named,"  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
pass  to  the  second  reading. 

Thursday,  January  3. 

The  hill  sent  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  concurrence  entitled  ^^  An  act  to  amend 
•n  act  ^ititled  ^  An  act  estahlishins  a  Mint,  and 
regulating  the  coins  of  the  United  States,'  so  for 
as  respects  the  coinage  of  copper,"  was  read  the 
secona  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  hill  he  referred  to  Messrs. 
Morris,  Cabot,  and  Johnston,  to  consider  gene- 
rally, and  report  thereon. 

The  hill  sent  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  concurrence  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide 
for  the  allowance  of  interest  on  the  sum  ordered 
to  he  paid  hy  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  28th 
of  Septemher,  1785,  as  an  indemnity  to  the  per- 
sons therein  named,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  tnis  hiU  he  referred  to  Messrs. 
Strong,  Sherman,  and  Kino,  to  consider  gene- 
n^,  and  report  thereon. 

The  hill  sent  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  concurrence  entitled  ^'  An  act  to  author- 
ize the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Lewis  €}a- 
ranger,  for  military  services  during  the  late  war," 
was  read  the  second  time. 
•  The  petition  of  the  said  Lewis  Garanc^er,  and 
sundry  papers  thereto  referring,  were  reaa. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Lewis 
Garanger  he  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  to 
report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  the  hill  last  mentioned  pass  to 
the  third  reading. 

Mr.  Johnston,  from  the  committee  on  the  hill 
respecting  fugitives  from  justice,  and  persons  es- 
caping from  uie  service  of  their  masters,  reported 
amendment** ;  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  he  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BLL8WORTR,from  the  committee  appointed 
to  take  the  Judiciary  system  into  consideration, 
reported  a  hill  on  that  subject ;  which  was  read 
the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  pass  to  the  second 
reading. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  Se- 
nate adopt  the  following  resolutions,  to  wit : 

'*JReaohedj  That  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  are 
individually  reeponsibie  for  their  conduct  to  their  oen- 
•tituents,  who  are  entitled  to  wadti  information  am  will 
enable  them  to  form  a  juit  eetiinate  thereoC 

**  Resokedy  That  the  Joumab  are  too  voluminous 
and  expensive  to  drcolate  generally ;  and*  if  it  were 
otherwise,  that  the  information  they  contain,  as  to  the 
principles,  motives,  and  designs  of  individual  members, 
IS  inadequate. 

«  Rewhtdy  That  this  information,  defective  as  it  is, 
becomes  more  nugatory  and  delusive,  in  pn^rtion  as 
the  oceasion  for  it  increases,  since  the  Senate  make  tibeir 
own  Journals. 


<<  RtBohoedy  That  ^e  conducting  of  the  Legislative 
uid  Judicial  powers  of  the  Senate  in  puUicy  and  suffer- 
ing an  account  of  their  measures  and  del&erations  to 
be  published  in  the  newsjpapers,  is  the  best  means  of 
diflusing  general  information  concerning  the  principles, 
motives,  and  conduct  of  individual  members ;  and  tiiat, 
by  witUiolding  this  information,  responsibility  becomes 
unavailing,  the  influence  of  their  constituents  over  one 
branch  of  ^e  Legislature,  in  a  great  measure,  annihi* 
lated,  and  the  best  security  which  experience  has  de- 
vised against  the  abuse  of  power  and  a  inal-administra- 
tion  abandoned. 

^  Reaohed,  therefore,  That  it  be  a  standing  rule  that 
the  doors  of  the  Senate  Chamber  remain  open  whilst 
the  Senate  shall  be  sitting  in  a  Legislative  and  Judica- 
tive capacity,  except  on  such  occasions  as,  in  their  judg- 
ment, may  require  secrecy ;  and  that  this  rule  shall  com- 
mence and  be  in  force  on  tiie  first  day  of  the  next  ses- 
sion of  Congress. 

<<  Reaohea,  That  the  Secvetaiy  of  the  Senate  request 
the  Commissioners  of  the  city  and  county  of  Pfaikdel- 
phia  to  cause  a  proper  galleiy  to  be  erected  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  an  audience. ' 

On  motion  that  the  resolves  now  proposed  he 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  it  passed  in  the 
negative. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  on  the  table,  and  that 
the  consideration  thereof  he  the  order  of  the  day 
for  the  first  Monday  in  February  next. 


Friday,  January  4. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
Inll  respecting  fugitives  from  justice,  and  persons 
escaping  from  the  service  of  their  masters,  and  the 
report  of  the  committee  thereon ;  and,  after  debate, 
the  consideration  thereof  was  further  postponed. 

The  Senate  prroceeded  to  the  secona  reading  of 
the  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  entitled  ^  An  act  to 
establish  the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States  f* 
and.  after  debate, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
he  postponed  until  Monday  next 


Monday,  January  7. 

On  motion,  at  the  request  of  D.  L.  Morel, 

Ordered,  That  he  have  leave  to  withdraw  his 
memorial. 

The  Vice  Prbsident  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  containing  con- 
fidential communications  from  the  President  of 
TBE  United  States,  respecting  Indian  Afihirs ; 
which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
hill  in  addition  to  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  es- 
tablish the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States ;" 
which,  havinff  heen  amended, 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  passed  a  bill  entitled  ^^  An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  certain  per- 
sons who  were  killed  by  Indians,  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  flags  of  truce ;"  in  whicn  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
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The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
pass  to  the  second  reading. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  bill  respecting  fugitives  from  justice,  and  per- 
■sons  escaping  from  the  service  of  their  masters,  be 
farther  postponed. 

Mr.  Strong,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for 
the  allowance  of  interest  on  the  sum  ordered  to 
be  paid  by  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  28th  of 
September,  1785,  as  an  indemnity  to  the  persons 
therein  named,"  reported  the  bill  without  amend- 
ment. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 


Tuesday,  January  8. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  certain  persons  who 
were  kiUed  by  Indians  under  the  sanction  of  flags 
of  truce,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  papers  brought  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, respecting  the  persons  mentioned  in  the 
said  bill,  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  entitled  "An  act 
to  establish  the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United 
States,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass;  that  it  be  en- 
grossed ;  and  that  the  title  thereof  be,  "An  act  in 
addition  to  the  act  entitled^  'An  act  to  establish  the 
Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States.'  " 

The  consideration  of  the  bill  respecting  fugi- 
tives from  justice,  and  persons  escapmg  from  the 
service  of  their  masters,  was  postponed  to  Mon- 
day next. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
for  the  allowance  of  interest  on  the  sum  ordered 
to  be  paid  by  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  28th 
of  September,  1785,  as  an  indemnity  to  the  per- 
sons tnerein  named."  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass. 


Wednesday,  January  9. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled,  "An 
act  to  provide  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  cer- 
tain persons  who  were  killed  by  Indians,  under 
the  sanction  of  flags  of  truce,"  be  referred  to 
Messrs.  King,  Sherman,  and  Foster,  to  consider 
generally,  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Morris,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to 
amend  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  establishing  a  Mint, 
and  regulating  the  coins  of  the  United  States,  so 
far  as  respects  the  coinage  of  copper,'  "  reported 
the  bill  without  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  the  rule  be  dispensed  with,  so 
far  as  that  this  bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. 

It  was  agreed  to  amend  the  bill,  and  strike  out 
"  eight  pennyweights  and  sixteen  grains,"  and  to 
insert,  m  place  of  those  words,  "  two  hundred  and 


eight  grains ;"  to  strike  out  the  words  "  four  pen- 
nyweights and  eiffht,"  and  insert,  in  place  of  those 
words,  "  one  himdred  and  four." 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

A  messa&^e  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Govern^ 
ment  lor  the  year  1793 ;"  in  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  Grovemment  for 
the  year  1793,"  was  read  the  first  time,  and  or- 
dered to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 


Thursday,  January  10. 

A  message  from  the  House  informed  the  Se- 
nate, that  tne  House  of  Representatives  concur  in 
their  amendments  to  the  bul,  entitled  "An  act  to 
amend  an  act,  entitled  ^An  act  establishing  a  Mint, 
and  regulating  the  coins  of  the  United  States,  sa 
far  as  respects  the  coinage  of  copper.'  "   . 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  Grovemment  for 
the  year  1793,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Izard. 
Strong,  and  Taylor,  to  consider  generally,  ana 
report  thereon. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
regulate  the  claims  to  Invalid  Pensions ;"  in  whiah 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
pass  to  the  second  reading. 


Friday,  January  11. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  regu- 
late the  claims  to  Invalid  Pensions,"  was  read  the 
second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Ellsworth,  Strong,  Sherman,  Hawkins,  and 
King,  to  consider  generally,  and  report  thereon. 

Monday,  January  14. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the- 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  bill  respecting  fu- 
gitives from  justice,  and  persons  escaping  from  the 
service  of  their  masters  \  and,  after  progress. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  tnereof  be 
further  postponed. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  memo- 
rial of  James  Wilson  and  others,  on  behalf  of  the 
Illinois  and  Ouabache  Land  Company,  be  further 
postponed. 

Tuesday,  January  15. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committtee  on  the  bill  respecting^ 
fugitives  from  justice  and  persons  escaping  from. 
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the  service  of  their  masters,  and  the  amendments 
proposed ;  and.  after  debate. 

Ordered^  Tnat  the  consideration  thereof  be  fur- 
ther postponed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  a  bill  entitled  "  An  act  rela- 
tive to  claims  a^inst  the  United  States  not  barred 
by  any  act  of  limitation,  and  which  have  not  been 
already  adjusted ;"  in  which  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

This  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
pass  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Izard,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  the  bill  sent  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  enti- 
tled ^^  An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  Gk>vemment  for  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,"  reported  amend- 
ments ;  which  were  reaa  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Butler,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Bradley, 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
lay  before  the  Senate  the  account  of  the  United 
States  with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  speci- 
fying the  precise  sums,  with  the  dates  of  the  debits 
and  credits,  from  the  institution  of  the  Bank  to  the 
day  the  return  is  made.  That  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  also  lay  before  the  Senate  an  ac- 
count of  the  surplus  of  revenue  appropriated  to 
the  purchase  of  the  Public  Debt,  to  the  same  pe- 
riod, specifying  the  sums  and  dates.  That  he  lay 
before  the  Senate  a  statement  of  the  money  bor- 
rowed by  virtue  of  the  law  passed  August  4, 1790, 
with  the  appropriation  of  the  amount,  and  the 
precise  dates.  That  he  lay  before  the  Senate  the 
amount  and  application  of  the  money  borrowed 
by  virtue  of  the  law  of  August  12, 1790 ;  and  that 
he  also  lay  before  the  Senate  an  account  exhibit- 
ing the  probable  surplus  and  unappropriated  reve- 
nue of  the  year  17^,  stating,  as  far  as  possible, 
the  dates  and  the  sums. 


Wednesday,  January  16. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence  entitled  "An  act  relative  to  claims 
against  the  United  States  not  barred  by  any  act 
of  limitation,  and  which  have  not  been  already 
adjusted;"  and, 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  bill  respecting 
fugitives  from  iustice  and  persons  escaping  from 
the  service  of  their  masters,  and  the  amendments 
peposed;  and,  after  progress,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 


Thursday,  January  17. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  concurrence  entitled  "  An  act 
relative  to  claims  against  the  United  States  not 
barred  by  any  act  of  limitation,  and  which  have 
not  been  alreiatdy  adjusted,"  be  referred  to  Messrs. 


Hawkins,  Kino,  and  Strong,  to  consider  gene- 
rally, and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  bill  respecting 
fugitives  from  justice  and  persons  escaping  from 
the  service  of  their  masters ,  and,  having  amended 
the  report,  it  was  adopted,  and  agreed  that  the 
bill  be  amended  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 


Friday,  January  18. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made 
conformably  to  the  order  of  the  15th  of  January 
instant,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed ;  which  were 
read. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  on  the  table. 

A  motion  was  made  that  it  be 

**  Ordered,  That  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury  lay 
before  the  Senate  an  account  of  the  Sinking  FmiJ^ 
stating  the  reasons  which  have  contributed  to  its  sup- 
ply, firom  its  institntion  to  this  time,  and  showing  the 
present  balance  on  hand ;  and  it  was  agreed  that  thia 
motion  be  postponed  until  Monday  next" 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  passed  a  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  con- 
tinue in  force,  for  a  limited  time,  and  to  amend 
the  act  entitled  ^  An  act  providing  the  means  of 
intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  foreign 
nations  ;■  "  a  bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  determining 
the  Northern  boundary  of  the  territory  ceded  to 
the  United  States  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina^ 
and  a  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  trade  and 
intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes  r  to  which  seve- 
ral bills  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  mentioned  were  severally 
read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  that  they  severally 
pass  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  respecting  fugitives  from  justice  and 
persons  escaping  from  the  service  of  their  masters 
was  read  the  third  timej  and,  being  further 
amended,  on  a  motion  to  strike  out  "  five  hundred 
dollars,"  for  the  purpose  of  inserting  a  less  sum, 
in  section  4th,  the  penalty  on  "  any  person  who 
shall  knowingly  and  willingly  obstruct  or  hinder 
such  claimant,  nis  a^ent^  or  attorney,  in  so  seizii^ 
or  arresting  such  tugitive  from  labor,  or  shaU 
rescue  such  fugitive  from  such  claimant,  his  agent, 
or  attorney,  wuen  so  arrested,  pursuant  to  the  au- 
thority herein  given  or  declared,  or  shall  harbor 
or  conceal  such  person,  after  notice  that  he  or  she 
was  a  fugitive  from  labor  as  aforesaid ;"  it  passed 
in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  that  it  be  en- 
grossed, and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "  An  act  re- 
specting fugitives  from  justice  and  persons  escaping 
from  the  service  of  their  masters." 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate 
the  claims  to  invalid  pensions,"  reported  the  bill, 
with  amendments ;  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed. 
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MoHDAT,  January  21. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  accompany- 
inff  his  report  on  the  petition  of  Lewis  Garanger; 
which  were  read ;  and, 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  concurrence  entitled  '^  An  act 
to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of 
Lewis  €taranger,  for  military  services  during  the 
late  war,"  together  with  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary thereon,  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Sherman. 
Hawkins,  and  Brown,  to.  consider  generally,  ana 
report. 

Ordered^  That  the  second  reading  of  the  bill 
sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  con- 
currence entitled  ^^An  act  to  continue  in  force, 
for  a  limited  time,  and  to  amend  the  act  entitled 
*  An  act  providing  the  means  of  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  foreign  nations,' "  be 
postponed. 

Tne  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  ^An  act  for  determining 
the  Northern  boundary  of  the  territory  ceded  to 
the  United  States  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina," 
was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
RuTHERPURD,  Hawkins,  and  Strong,  to  consider 
generally,  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  trade 
and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,"  was  read 
the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Ellsworth,  Burr,  Monroe,  Bradley,  and 
Strong,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  motion  made  on  the  18th  instant,  for  an 
order  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  was,  by 
consent  of  the  Senate,  withdrawn. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded,  that  it  be 

<<  Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  lay  be- 
fore the  Senate  a  general  account,  exhibiting  the  amount 
of  all  the  public  Amds  and  moneys  (loans  included)  up 
to  the  ena  of  last  year,  and  what  remains  of  each  ap- 
propriation, either  in  cash,  bonds,  certificates,  or  other 
■ecorities,  and  stating  where  the  balances  are  deposited. 
That  he  also  lay  befinre  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the  powers 
imder  which  he  negotiated  the  loans  made  undtf  ^be 
laws  of  the  4th  and  12th  of  August,  1790,  and  the  ori- 
ginal communications  from  the  Public  CcBnmianoners 
hi  Holland,  stating  the  difficulties  of  making  separate 
loans  under  the  said  acts,  as  mentioned  in  his  Letter  of 
January,  1793.  That  he  particularly  state  the  amount 
which  has  been  drawn  into  the  United  States,  of  the 
moneys  borrowed  in  Europe,  under  the  acts  of  the  4th 
and  12th  of  August,  1790,  the  purposes  for  which  drawn, 
how  any  part  thereof  hath  been  applied,  with  the  balance 
now  on  hand,  and  where  deposited." 

Orderwt,  That  this  motion  lie  on  the  table. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded,  that  it  be 

*'  Ordered^  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Sinking  Fund  lay 
before  the  Senate  an  account  of  the  funds  under  their 
direction,  stating  specially  the  reasons  of  their  proceed- 
ings, the  surplusses  now  on  hand,  and  where  deposited.'* 

Orderea,  That  this  motion  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  | 


coBourreBce,  entitled  ^  An  act  makmg  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  Gk>vemment  tor  the  year 
1793;"  and.  after  progress,  the  further  consiaera- 
tion  thereor  was  postponea. 

Mr.  Monroe  notified  the  Senate,  that  he  should, 
to-morrow,  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  ^  A  bill  to 
explain  and  amend  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  en- 
able the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line, 
on  Continental  establishment,  to  obtain  tides  to 
certain  lands  lying  Northwest  of  the  River  Ohio, 
between  the  Little  Miamis  and  Sciota.'" 


Tuesday,  January '22. 

The  petitions  of  Theodosius  Chartier,  Jean  Bap- 
tiste  Laporte^  and  others,  for  compensation  for 
military  services  during  the  late  war,  were  seve- 
rally read. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  to  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
concurrence,  entided  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year 
1793;"  and,  after  progress,  the  consideration  there- 
of was  frirther  postponed. 

Wednesday,  January  23. 

Jambb  Gdnn.  from  die  State  of  Georgia,  at- 
tended, and  took  his  seat. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Repr^ntaUves  for 
concurrence,  entided  "An  aot  makinff  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year 
1793." 

It  was  agreed  that  the  consideration  of  this  bill 
be  further  postponed,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into 
consideration  tne  motion  made  on  the  21st  instant, 
for  an  order  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

It  was  agreed  to  amend  the  first  paragnuph  of 
the  motion,  and  to  subjoin  these  words:  "as  tar  as 
the  same  can  at  present  be  dime.''  And  the  second 
paragraph  of  the  motion  being  also,  by  consent  of 
the  Senate,  withdrawn,  to  wit: 

«  That  he  also  lay  before  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the 
powers  under  which  he  negotiated  the  loans  made  un- 
der the  laws  of  the  4th  and  12th  of  August,  1790,  and 
the  original  communications  from  the  Public  Commis- 
sioneis  in  Holland,  stating  the  difficulties  of  making 
separate  loans  under  the  said  acts,  as  mentioned  in  his 
letter  of  January,  1793  :'* — it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
lay  before  the  Senate  a  general  account  exhibit* 
ing  the  amount  of  all  the  public  funds  ana  moneys 
(loans  included)  up  to  the  end  of  the  last  year, 
and  what  remains  of  each  appropriatiooij  either 
in  cash,  bonds,  certificates,  or  otner  securities  and 
stating  where  the  balances  are  deposited,  as  lar  as 
the  same  can  at  present  be  done.  That  he  parti- 
cularly state  the  amount  which  has  been  drawn 
into  tne  United  States,  of  the  moneys  borrowed 
in  Europe,  under  the  acts  q£  the  4th  and  12th  of 
August,  1790,  the  purposes  for  which  drawn,  how 
any  part  thereof  hath  been  applied,  with  the  bal- 
ance now  on  hand,  and  where  deposited. 

The  consideration  of  the  motion  made  on  the 
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21st  instant,  for  an  order  to  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Sinking  Fund,  was  resumed;  and  it  was  agreed 
to  strike  out  of  the  order  these  words:  *' specially 
the  reasons  of  their  proceedings." 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded,  to  subjoin 
the  following  words  to  the  order:  ^together  with 
the  loumal  of  their  proceedinffs  in  the  execution 
of  their  trust:"  whicn  passed  m  the  negative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  order  as  amend- 
ed, it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Betolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  Tequested  to  lay  before  the  Senate,  copies  of  the 
powers  given  by  him  for  the  negotiation  of  the 
loans  aumorizea  by  the  laws  of  the  4th  and  13th 
«f  August,  1790,  and  of  the  commmiications  from 
the  Public  Commissioners  in  Holknd. 


TRURsnAT,  January  24. 

The  petition  of  Lachlan  Mcintosh,  in  behalf  of 
himself  and  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Geor- 
gia line  of  the  Continental  Armv,  for  further 
compensation  for  military  service  auring  the  late 
war,  was  presented  and  read. 

Orderedy  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Vice  PREsinENf  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  stating 
^that  an  order,  wiiich  passed  the  House  or  Repre- 
sentatives yesterday,  renders  it  necessary  that  he 
.should  have  recourse  to  the  Treasurer's  Bank 
Dooks,  and  the  accounts  of  the  several  offices  of 
discount  and  deposite,  that  were  lately  transmit- 
ted to  the  Senate." 

Orderedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  re- 
turn the  papers  above  mentioned  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury. 

The  second  reading  of  the  bill  sent  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled 
"An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Government  for  tne  year  1793,"  was  resumed; 
and,  after  debate,  the  consideration  thareof  was 
further  postponed. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence^  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in 
force  for  a  limited  time^  and  to  amend  the  act, 
entitled  'An  act  providing  the  means  of  inter- 
course between  the  United  States  and  foreign 
nations,'"  was  read  the  second  time;  and,  after 
debate, 

Orderedy  That  the  further  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  the  order  of  the  day  for  Thursday  next 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  toe  report 
of  the  committee  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  the  claims  to  Invalid  Pensions;" 
and  the  consideration  thereof  was  further  post- 
poned. 

Friday,  January  25. 

The  Vice  Prusuwnt  laid  before  the  Seaate  a 
Iietter  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
with  his  account  of  expenditures  in  the  Dc^rt- 
ment  of  War,  to  the  3l6t  of  December,  1792; 
which  were  read* 

Orderedy  That  they  lie  on  the  table. 

The  memorial  of  Francis  DeBretigney^or  com- 


pensation for  military  service  during  the  late  war, 
was  presented  and  read. 

Orderedy  Tluit  it  be  relmed  to  the  Beeretary 
of  War,  to  exainine  and  report  thereon  to  the 
iTeQate. 

Mr.-MoMROE  obtained  leave  to  brin^  in  a  bill, 
agreeably  to  his  notification  of  the  21st  instant 


'Monday,  January  26. 
The  following  Messages  were  received  from  the 

PftESIDENT  OF  THE  UnITED  StATES  : 

Oenikmen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  House  of  RepreMntaUus: 

Since  my  last  communication  to  vou,  on  the  subject 
of  the  revenue  on  distilled  spirits,  it  has  been  frand  ne- 
ceSMury,  on  experience,  to  rerise  and  amend  the  arrange- 
ments relative  thereto,  in  regard  to  certain  snrre jb,  and 
^  oiEkjers  dieieo^  m  the  district  of  North  Carolina; 
wfaieh  I  have  done  acoordingty,  in  the  manner  fi>llew« 
ing: 

Ist  T%e  acvaf ai  conaties  of  theeaid  diitnct mrigi—Hy 
and  her^wfere  oontaiDed  witiiin  the  finrt,  Moond*  and 
third  surreys,  have  been  attotted  into,  and  are  now  con- 
tained in,  two  surveys ;  one  of  whidi  (to  be  hereafter 
denominated  the  first)  comprehends  this  town  of  Wil- 
mington, and  the  counties  of  Onslow,  New  Hanover, 
Brunswick,  Robertson,  Sampson,  Craven,  Jones,  Lenox, 
Glascow,  Johnston,  and  Wayne;  and  the  other  <^ 
which  f to  be  hereafter  denominated  the  second)  com- 
prehenos  the  connties  of  Currituck,  Camden,  Pasquo- 
tank, Perquimans,  Chowan,  Gates,  Hartford,  Tyrrel, 
Bertie,  Carteret,  Hyde,  Beaufort,  and  Pitt 

ddly.  The  several  counties  of  the  said  district  origi- 
nidly  and  heretofore  contained  within  the  %!Mi  snrvey 
of  me  district  aforesaid,  has  been  allotted  into  and  is 
contained  in  two  surveys,  one  of  wMdi  (to  be  hereafter 
denominated  the  third)  ooonvehends  the  comttoe  of 
Me<^lenbarg,  Rowan,  Iredell,  Montgomeiv,  Guilford, 
Rockingham,  Stokes,  and  Surrey;  and  the  other  of 
which  (to  be  hereafter  denominated  the  fifth)  compre- 
hends me  counties  of  Lincoln,  Rutherford,  Burke,  Bun- 
con^  and  Wilkea* 

adly.  The  duties  of  inspector  of  the  rovcaue,  in  and 
for  the  third  survey,  as  constituted  above,  is  to  be  per- 
formed, for  the  present,  by  the  sDqpervisor. 

4thly.  The  compensations  of  the  inq>ector  of  the  reve- 
nue for  the  first  survey,  as  above  constituted,  are  to  be 
a  salaiy  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum, 
and  commissions  and  other  emoluments  similar  to  those 
heretofore  allowed  to  the  inspector  of  the  late  first  sur- 
vey, as  it  was  originally  constituted. 

5thly .  The  compensations  of  the  inspector  of  the  reve- 
nue for  the  second  survey,  as  above  constituted,  are  to 
be  a  salaxy  of  one  hundred  dollars  per  anntun,  and  c(»n- 
missions  and  other  emoluments  heratofore  allowed  to  the 
inspector  of  the  late  third  survey,  as  it  was  originally 
constituted. 

6lhiy.  The  cempewatioasof  die  Inspector  of  Ae  reve- 
nue for  the  fifth  survey,  as  above  eonstitated,  are  t»  be 
a  saisory  <Kf  one  hundred  and  twenty  doUara  per  aanum, 
and  the  onromissinns  and  other  emoluments,  similar  to 
those  heretofore  aOowed  to  the  inspector  of  the  late  fifth 

survey,  as  it  was  originally  constituted. 

G.  WA«INGTON. 

UiriTiD  Statss,  January  23, 1793. 
Orderedy  That  this  Message  lie  for  considera- 
tion. 
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Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  House  of  JUpreaentatives  .• 

I  lay  before  you  an  official  statemoat  of  the  expendi- 
ture to  the  year  1792,  from  the  sum  of  ten  thoosand 
dollars  granted  to  defray  the  contingent  expenses  of 
GoYemment,  by  an  act  passed  on  the  26th  of  March, 
1790. 

Also,  an  abstract  of  a  supplementary  arrangement 
made  in  the  district  of  North  Carolina,  in  regard  to 
certain  surveys,  to  fiuahtate  the  execution  of  the  law 
laying  a  duty  on  distilled  spirits. 

O.  WASHINGTON. 

Uhitxb  Statss,  January  25,  1793. 

Ordered^  That  this  Message  lie  for  considera- 
tion. 

The  second  reading  of  the  bill,  sent  from  ttie 
House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled 
*^  An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  o 
Qovemment  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  huu 
dred  and  ninety-three,"  was  further  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  reported  bv  the  committee  on  the  bill 
sent  from  the  House  or  Representatives  for  con- 
currence, entitled  ^*  An  act  to  regulate  the  claims 
to  Invalid  Pensions;"  and,  having  adopted  them,  it 
was  agreed  that  the  biU  be  amended  accordingly. 

Oraered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  au- 
thorize a  loan  in  the  certificates  or  notes  of  such 
States  as  shall  have  balances  due  to  them  upon 
a  final  settlement  of  accounts  with  the  Umted 
States ;"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
pass  to  the  second  reading. 


TuEsnAY,  January  29. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence^  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  a 
loan  in  the  certificates  or  notes  of  such  States  as 
shall  have  balances  due  to  them,  upon  a  final  set- 
tlement of  accounts  with  the  United  States,"  was 
read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Uabot^  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  en- 
roUinff  and  licensing  snips  or  vessels  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for 
regulating  the  same,"  reported  the  bill  with  amend- 
ments: which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  amendments  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence^  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  the 
claims  to  Invalid  Pensions,"  was  read  the  third 
time. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

Mr.  RuTHERFURD  reported,  from  the  committee 
appointed  the  13th  of  December  last,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Weights  and  Measures. 


Wednesday,  January  30. 

The  Vice  PaEsfDENT  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  Monsieur  Le  Brunn,  respecting  cer- 
tain arrearages  said  to  be  due  for  military  services 
to  his  late  brother ;  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  this  Letter  be  sent  te  the  House 
of  Representatives. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  bill,  sent 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  concur- 
rence, entitled  "  An  act  for  enrollinjg  and  licensing 
ships  or  vesseb  to  be  employed  in  the  coasting 
trade  and  fisheries,  and  for  regulatinfi^  the  same," 
was  taken  into  consideration  and  adopted;  and, 
after  progress  in  the  second  readinjg  of  the  bill, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  there- 
of be  postponed. 

A  messajg^  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  *' An  act  reinit- 
iating Foreign  Coins,  and  for  other  purposes,"  with 
amendments,  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  amendments  proposed  to  the  last  mentioned 
bill  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  he  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 


Thur9day,  January  31. 

The  petition  of  a  number  of  the  ship  owners  and 
masters,  insurers  and  traders,  of  the  town  of  Ports- 
mouth, in  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  was  read, 
siatinff  the  expediency  of  erecting  a  light-house, 
and  placing  buoys  and  beacons  at  the  entrance  ot 
the  river  leading  to  the  said  town. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  consider  and  repott 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  regulating 
Foreign  Coins,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and 

Resolved,  Tnat  they  concur  therein,  with  an 
amendment  to  their  last  amendment,  to  wit:  strike 
out  the  words  'be  made,'  and  insert  'commence,' 
so  that  the  clause  be  read  as  follows : 

**  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  assay,  provided 
to  be  made  by  the  act,  entitled  *  An  act  establishing  a 
BCint,  and  regnlating  the  coins  of  the  United  States,' 
shall  commence,  in  the  manner  as  by  the  said  act  if 
prescribed,  on  the  second  Monday  of  Febniary,  annu- 
ally ;  any  thing  in  the  said  act  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing.' " 

Mr.  Bradley  notified  the  Senate  that  he  should 
to-morrow  request  leave  to  brin^  in  a  bill  "  for 
altering  the  time  and  place  of  holding  the  Circuit 
Court  m  the  district  of  Vermont." 

Mr.  Monroe,  afi^eeably  to  leave  obtained  the 
25th  instant,  brougnt  in  a  bill  to  explain  and  amend 
an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  enable  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line,  on  Continental  esta- 
blishment, to  obtain  titles  to  certain  lands  lying 
Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  between  the  Little 
Miamis  and  Sciota,"  which  was  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  pass;  to  the  second  readin£[. 

The  second  reading  of  the  bill  sent  nrom  the 
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House  of  RepreseDtadves  for  concurrence^  enti- 
tled ^  An  act  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited 
time,  and  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  ^  An  act  pro- 
viding the  means  of  intercourse  between  the  Umted 
States  and  foreign  nations;"  was  resumed. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
concurrence^  entitled  "  An  act  for  enroUing  and 
licensing  ships  or  vessels^  to  be  employed  in  the 
coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for  relating  the 
same ;"  and  having  further  amended  me  bill, 

.  Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading,  and 
that  it  be  the  order  or  the  day  for  Tuesday  next. 


Friday,  February  1. 

The  third  reading  of  the  bill  sent  from  t^e  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  ^^  An 
act  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  time^  and  to 
amend  the  act,  entitled  ^An  act  providmg  the 
means  of  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  foreign  nations'"  was  postponed. 

The  biU  to  explain  and  amend  an  act,  entitled 
^  An  act  to  enable  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Virginia  line,  on  Continental  establishment  to 
obtain  titles  to  certain  lands  lyin^  Northwest  of^the 
river  Ohio,  between  the  Little  Miamis  and  Sciota," 
was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  committed  to  Messrs.  Read. 
Sherman,  and  Monroe,  to  consider  generally  and 
report  thereon. 

Aereeably  to  notice  given  yesterday,  Mr.  Brad- 
ley brought  in  a  bill,  "for  altering  the  time  and 
place  of  holding  the  Circuit  Court  in  the  district 
of  Vermont ;"  which  was  read  the  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives agree  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  on 
their  last  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^^  An  act 
regulating  Foreign  Coins,  and  for  other  purposes.'' 


Monday,  February  4. 

Richard  Potts,  from  the  State  of  Maryland, 
appointed  in  place  of  Charles  Carroll,  resigned, 
produced  his  credentials,  and  took  his  seat. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  made  the  3d  of 
January,  1793,  "That  the  doors  of  the  Senate 
Chamber  remain  open  whilst  the  Senate  shall  be 
sitting  in  their  Legblative  and  Judiciary  capacity." 

On  motion  for  the  previous  question,  to  wit : 
Shall  the  question  be  now  put  on  the  following 
preliminary  resolutions? 

lUsohed,  That  the  Senate  of  the  States  are,  individa- 
ally,  responsible  for  their  conduct  to  their  constituents, 
who  are  entitled  to  such  information  as  will  enable  them 
to  form  a  just  estimate  thereof: 

Reaohedj  That  the  journals  are  too  volumnious  and 
expensive  to  drculate  generally ;  and,  if  it  were  other- 
wise, that  the  information  they  contain,  as  to  the  prin- 
ciples, motives,  and  designs,  of  individual  members,  is 
iiudequate: 

RemUffcd,  That  this  information,  defective  as  it  is,  be- 
oomee  more  nugatory  and  delusive,  in  proportion  as  the 


occasion  for  it  increases,  since  the  Senate  make  their 
own  journals : 

Besohedf  That  the  conducting  of  the  Legislative  and 
Judicial  powers  of  the  Senate  in  pubhc,  and  suffering  an 
account  of  their  measures  and  deliberations  to  be  pub- 
lished in  the  newspapers,  is  the  best  means  of  difiiising 
general  information  concerning  the  principles,  motives, 
and  conduct,  of  individual  members;  and  that,  by  with- 
holding this  information,  responsibility  becomes  una- 
vailing, the  influence  of  their  constituents  over  one 
branch  of  the  Legislature  in  a  great  measure  annihilat- 
ed, and  the  best  security  which  experience  has  devised 
against  the  abuse  of  power  and  a  mal-administration 
abandoned : 

It  passed  in  the  n^;ative— yeas  7,  nays  21,  as 
follows : 

Ybas« — ^Messrs.  Burr,  Butler,  Edwards,  Gunn,  Mon- 
roe, Potts,  and  Taylor. 

Natsw — Messrs.  Bassett,  Bradley,  Brown,  Cabot,  Dick- 
inson, Ellsworth,  Foster,  Hawkms,  Henry,  Johnston, 
Izard,  King,  Jjangdon,  Morris,  Read,  Robinson,  Ruther- 
furd,  Stanton,  Sherman,  Strong,  and  Wingate. 

And  on  motion  to  agree  to  the  main  question, 
to  wit: 

Ritohed,  therefore,  That  it  be  a  standing  rule,  that 
the  doors  of  the  »snate  Chamber  remain  open  whilst  the 
Senate  shall  be  sitting  in  a  Legiriative  and  Judicative 
capacity,  except  on  such  occasions  as,  in  theb  judgment, 
mav  require  secrecy ;  and  that  this  rule  shall  oosunenoe 
and  be  in  force  on  the  first  day  of  the  next  session  of 
Congress. 

It  passed  in  the  n^^ative^-yeas  10,  nays  18,  as 
foUows : 

YiAS« — Messrs.  Brown,  Burr,  Butler,  Edwards,  Gunn, 
Hawkins,  King,  Monroe,  Potts,  and  Taylor. 

NATSd — ^Meesrs.  Bassett,  Bradley,  Cabot,  Dickinson, 
Ellsworth,  Foster,  Henry,  Johnston,  Isard,  Langdon, 
Morris,  Read,  Robinson,  Rutheriuid,  Sherman,  Stanton, 
Strong,  and  Wingate. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  last  resolution 
moved  for  on  this  subject,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Sherman,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  the  bill  sent  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of 
Lewis  Garanger,  for  military  services  during  the 
late  war,"  reported  a  state  of  facts.  Whereupon^ 
the  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the  bill 
reported  on,  and,  having  agreed  to  an  amendment, 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives agree  to  some,  and  disagree  to  other 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
'^An  act  to  regulate  the  claims  to  Invalid  Pen- 
sions ;"  and  that  they  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  promote  the  prop*ess  of  Useful  Arts  j 
and  to  repeal  the  act  heretofore  made  for  that  pur- 
pose ;"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  second  reading  of  the  bill  sent  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  authorize  a  loan  in  the  certificates 
or  notes  of  such  States  as  shall  have  balances  due 
to  them  upon  a  final  settlement  of  accounts  with 
the  Unitea  States,"  was  resumed. 
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On  motion  to  agree  to  the  first  seetion  of  the 
hill,  to  wit: 

**Beit  enaeUd  hv  the  8maU  and  BovBt  ofRepre- 
tentaHteieftht  Untied  8tate»  of  Ammea,in  Ccngitu 
4U9enUfUd,  That,  after  tiie  aficoonts  between  the  I^ited 
^9Catoa  and  the  ittdhidaal  States  ihaO  be  finalhr  aettled, 
and  the  balaaeea  plaoed  on  tfie  books  of  the  TVeasoij, 
pmsoant  to  the  aet  entitled,  <  An  aet  to  proride  more 
-eflectoalfy  f>r  tiie  aettknient  of  the  aoeoonts  between 
tfie  United  States  and  die  individQal  States,*  a  loan,  to 
tile  amonnt  of  the  bahnees  whtdi,  npon  soch  aettle- 
ment,  shall  be  ft«uid  doe  to  particnlar  States,  indndhig 
interest  thereon  to  the  end  of  the  present  jear,  shall  be 
opened  at  the  loan  ofiees  widun  such  States,  re^M»ct- 
ivehTy  to  the  extent,  in  each  State,  of  the  balance  which 
shsU  be  fimnd  doe  to  the  same,  to  commence  on  the 
Ist  day  of  January,  1794,  and  to  continue  open  for  the 
term  of  six  months,  and  no  longer:  Providedj  That  no 
such  loan  shall  be  opened  in  any  State  without  the 
assent  of  (he  Legidature  thereof:" 

It  paased  in  the  negative — ^yeas  11,  nays  17,  as 
follows: 

Yba8« — Messrs.  Cabot,  Dickinson,  EUsworth,  Foster, 
iMrd,  King,  Morris,  Rotherftnd,  Sherman,  Stanton,  and 
Stoong. 

Nats<— ^fessn.  Bassett,  Bradley,  Brown,  Burr,  Bet* 
ler,  Edwards,  Gnnn,  Hawkins,  Henry,  JohiMton,  Lang- 
don,  Monroe,  P<itls,  Bead,  Kobinson,  Taykir,  and  Win- 
gate. 

On  motion  to  agree  to  the  subsequent  sections 
of  the  bill,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  to  the 
third  reading?  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the 
Hoyse  of  Kepresentatives  that  the  Senate  do  not 
eoneur  in  passing  this  bill. 


Tuesday,  February  5. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend- 
ments, disagreed  to  bv  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the 
claims  to  Invalid  Pensions." 

Resolved,  That  they  insist  on  their  amend- 
ments, desire  a  conference  on  the  disagreeing 
votes  of  the  two  Houses,  and  that  Messrs.  King, 
Ellsworth,  and  Strong,  be  managers  at  the 
conference,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  resolved,  that  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed, to  join  such  committee  as  may  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Senate,  to  ascertain  and  report  a 
mode  of  examining  the  votes  for  President  and 
Vice  President,  and  of  notifying  the  persons  who 
shall  be  elected  of  their  election ;  and  for  regulat- 
ing the  time,  place,  and  manner,  of  administering 
the  oath  of  office  to  the  President;  and  have  ap- 
pointed a  committee  on  their  part. 

This  resolution  of  the  House  was  read. 

Ordered^  That  the  consideration  thereof  he 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Tne  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in 
force  for  a  limited  time,  and  t6  amend  the  act,  en- 
titled ^An  act  to  provide  the  means  of  intercourse 


between  the  United  States  and  foreign  natiottB,' " 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Retched,  That  this  bill  pass. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RcptesentatiTes 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  id  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  the  bill  sent  from  the  Se- 
nate for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  rejecting 
fugitives  from  justice,  and  perns  eK^M]tf£roin 
the  service  of  their  masters,''  with  mm  ameiBdunent ; 
in  which  they  desire  the  coatcnmBce  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Hooae  of  Rqiresenta- 
tives  for  concurrence,  entitled  ^An  net  to  promote 
the  progress  of  Useful  Arts,  and  to  repeal  the  act 
heretofore  made  for  that  purpose,"  was  read  the 
first  time,  and  ordered  that  it  pass  to  the  seccmd 


On  motion,  the  third  reading  of  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  enrolling  and  licensing  ships  or  ves- 
sels to  be  employed  m  the  coasting  trade  and  fish- 
eries, and  for  regulating  the  same,"  was  further 
postponed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
sent  from  the  Senate  for  concurrence,  entitled 
"An  act  respiting  fugitives  from  Justice,  and 
persons  escaping  from  the  service  of  their  mas- 
ters." and  agre^  to  the  amendment,  to  wit :  To 
striKe  out  the  word  "  deemed,"  in  section  first 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary^  acquaint  the 
House  of  Kepresentatives  therewith. 


Wednesday,  February  6. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate 
two  Letters  received  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  pursuance  of  the  order  of  the  28d  of 
January,  1793.  with  sundry  papers  on  the  subject 
of  the  said  oroers ;  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  for  consideration. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives a^ee  to  the  proposed  conference  on  the 
subject  of  disaCTeement  to  the  amendments  to  the 
billj  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  claims  to  In- 
valid Pensions,"  and  have  appointed  managers  at 
the  same  on  their  part ;  that  they  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorae  the  adjustment 
of  a  claim  of  Joseph  Henderson  against  the  Uni- 
ted States ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  to  settle  the  ac- 
count of  Thomas  Wishart,  late  a  Lieutenant  in  the 
Army  of  the  United  States ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  reimburse  Henry  Emanuel  Lutterloh,  for 
expenses  incurred  in  coming  to  America,  to  join 
the  Army  of  the  United  States;"  iilso,a  bill  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  repeal  part  of  a  resohition  of  Con- 
gress of  the  29th  of  August,  1788,  respecting  the 
mhabitants  of  Post  Saint  Vincents ;"  in  which  se- 
veral Wlls,  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

These  bills  were  severally  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives,  that  a  com- 
mittee be  appointed,  to  join  such  committee  as 
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may  be  appointed  by  the  Senate,  to  ascertain  and 
report  a  mode  of  examimng  the  votes  for  Presi- 
DBNT  and  VfCB  Prbsident,  and  of  notifying  the 
persons  who  shall  be  elected  of  their  election,  and 
for  re^uladng  the  time,  place,  and  manner,  of 
administering^the  oath  of  office  to  the  FRBsinENT. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  concur  in  this  reso- 
lation,  and  that  Messrs.  King,  Izard,  and  Strong, 
be  the  committee  on  the  part  ot  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  IhU  9ent  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act 
relative  to  claims  against  the  United  States,  not 
barred  by  any  act  of  limitation,  and  which  have 
not  been  already  adjusted,"  reported  the  bill  with 
an  amendment,  which  was  adopted  -,  and  the  bill 
was  amended  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 


Thursday,  February  7. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  repeal  part 
of  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  twenty-ninth  of 
Au|ru8t,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
ei^^ht,  respecting  the  inhabitants  of  Post  Saint 
Vmcents,^  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed. 

The  Dill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  promote 
the  progress  of  Useful  Arts,  and  to  repeal  the  act 
heretofore  made  for  that  purpose,"  was  read  the 
second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Few,  Bradley,  and  Johnston,  to  consider  gen- 
erally, and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  en- 
rolling and  licensing  ships  or  vessels  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries^  and  for 
regulating  the  same,^  was  read  the  third  time, 
and.  being  further  amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Bradley,  Gunn,  and 
Few,  be  a  committee  to  report  "  A  bill  supple- 
mentary to  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  to  provide 
more  enectually  for  the  collection  of  the  duties 
imposed  by  law  on  goodsi  wares,  and  merchandise, 
imported  into  the  United  States,  and  on  the  toi^- 
nage  of  ships  or  vessels."' 

The  petition  of  'WiUiam  Scott,  late  a  Captain 
in  the  Massachusetts  line  of  the  Continental  Army, 
was  presented  and  read,  pray  in|^  for  an  adjustment 
of  his  claim  for  arrears  of  pension. 

Ordered,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw his  petition. 

The  bil^  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  reim- 
burse Henry  Emanuel  Lutterloh  for  expenses 
incurred  in  coming  to  America  to  join  the  Army 
of  the  United  States^"  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Ellsworth,  Gunn,  Sherman.  Strong,  and  Win- 
gate,  to  consider  and  report  tnereon. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 


tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  au- 
thorize the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  to  settle 
the  account  of  Tnomas  Wishart,  late  a  Lieutenant 
in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,"  was  read  the 
second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee last  mentioned;  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  au- 
thorize the  adjustment  of  a  claim  of  Joseph 
Henderson  against  the  United  States,"  was  read 
the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  the  last 
mentioned  committee,  to  consider  generally  and 
report  thereon. 

On  motion, 

^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  report  a  bill,  pre- 
scribing the  time  and  manner  of  choosing  Senators  of 
the  United  States,'' 

It  was  agreed  that  this  motion  should  lie  until 
to-morrow  for  consideration. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  relative  to 
claims  against  the  United  States,  not  barred  by 
any  act  of  limitation,  and  which  have  not  been 
already  adiusted,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
amenclad,  by  inserting  after  the  word  "  interest," 
*'  balances  entered  in  the  books  of  the  Register  of 
the  Treasury." 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 


Friday,  February  8. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  repeal 
part  of  a  resolution  of  Congress,  of  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-eight,  respecting  the  inhabitants  of  Post 
Saint  Vincents,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
RtrrRERFURD,  Brown,  and  Bradley,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
^  the  bill  for  altering  the  time  and  place  of  holmng 
the  Circuit  Court  in  the  district  of  Vermont." 

Ordered,  That  this  biU  be  referred  to  the  com-» 
mittee  last  mentioned,  to  consider  and  rieport 
thereon. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  tne  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  a  bilL  entitled  "An  act 
providing  compensation  to  tne  President  and 
Vice  President  op  the  United  States;"  in 
which  they  desire  the  ooBcurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  that  it  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
took  into  consideration  the  motion  made  yester- 
day, "  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  report  a 
bill  prescribing  the  time  and  manner  of  choosing 
Senators  of  the  United  States." 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  this 
motion  be  postponed. 

The  petition  of  William  Moultrie,  in  behalf  of 
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himself  and  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  South 
Carolina  line,  of  the  late  Continental  Army,  was 
presented  ana  read,  praying  for  further  compensa- 
tion for  military  services  during  the  late  war. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  Ee  on  the  table. 

Mr.  RuTHERFURD  reported,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  sent  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled 
^^  An  act  for  determining  the  Northern  boundary 
of  the  territory  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the 
State  of  North  Carolina  3"  and  the  second  reading 
of  the  bill  was  resumed. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  do  not  pass. 

Ordered,  That  the  second  reading  of  the  bill, 
sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  con- 
currence, entitled  "  An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,"  be  the 
order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  report 
of  the  committee  relative  to  the  Measures  and 
Weights  of  the  United  States,  be  postponed  to  the 
next  session  of  Congress. 


Saturday,  February  9. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives agree  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
to  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  relative  to  claims 
against  the  United  States,  not  barred  by  any  act 
of  limitation,  and  which  have  not  been  already 
adjusted." 

The  second  reading  of  the  bill  sent  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled 
"  An  act  maKing  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Government  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-three,"  was  resumed ;  and,  after 
debate,  the  consideration  thereof  was  further  post- 
poned. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  author- 
ize the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Lewis  Garan- 
ger,  for  military  services  during  the  late  war," 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  do  not  pass. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  the  Senate  do  not  concur 
in  this  bill. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  providing  com- 
pensation to  the  President  and  Vice  President 
OF  THE  United  States,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 


Monday,  February  11. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act,  providing  com- 
pensation to  the  President  and  Vice  President 
OF  THE  United  States,"  was  read  the  third  time, 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  appointed 
for  the  purpose,  reported  "  A  bill  supplementary 
to  the  act,  entitled '  An  act  to  provide  more  effect- 
ually for  the  collection  of  the  duties  imposed  by 


law  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imjported 
into  the  United  States,  and  on  the  tonnage  01  ships 
or  vessels,"  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered 
to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  7th  instant,  "  That  a  committee 
be  appointed  to  report  a  bill  prescribing  the  time 
and  manner  of  choosing  Senators  of  the  United 
States." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  motion,  it 
passed  in  the  negative. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repres^itatives, 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives agree  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  enrolling  and  licensing 
ships  or  vessels  to  be  employed  m  the  coasting 
trade,  and  fisheries,  and  for  regulating  the  same;" 
and  that  they  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Simeon  Thayer,"  in  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  pass  to  a  second  reading. 

The  petition  of  Lewis  Grarangar,  in  behalf  of 
himself  and  his  brother,  Charles  Garang^r,  pray- 
ing that  the  principal  and  interest  on  their  certifi- 
cates may  be  paid  in  specie,  at  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  the  further  allowance 
of  subsistence,  was  read.  Ordered^  That  this  peti- 
tion lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  joint  committee  appointed 
the  6th  February,  instant,  reported,  that  the  two 
Houses  shall  assemble  in  the  Senate  Chamber  on 
Wednesday  next,  at  twelve  o'clock  j  that  one  per- 
son be  appointed  a  teller,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate, 
to  make  a  list  of  the  votes  as  they  shall  be  declar- 
ed; that  the  result  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate,  who  shall  announce  the  state 
of  the  vote,  and  the  persons  elected,  to  the  two 
Houses  assembled  as  aforesaid;  which  shall  be 
deemed  a  declaration  of  the  persons  elected  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  PRESiDENT,and,  together  witha  list 
of  the  votes,  be  entered  on  the  journals  of  the  two 
Houses.    And  the  report  was  agreed  to. 


Tuesday,  February  12. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Simeon  Thayer,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  on  the  7th  of  February,  instant, 
on  the  bub  respecting  Henry  Emanuel  Lutterloh, 
and  others,  to  consider,  generally,  and  report 
thereon. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  collection 
of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States, 
and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and,  being  amended,  was  ordered 
to  a  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives agree  to  the  report  of  the  joint  commit- 
tee appointed  the  6th  of  February,  instant,  respect- 
ing tne  manner  of  counting  the  votes  for  r re- 
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8IDENT    AND    ViCE    PRESIDENT    OP  THE    UnITED 

States. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  King  be  appointed,  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  a  teller  of  the  votes  for  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  OP  THE  United  States, 
conformably  to  the  report  of  the  joint  committee, 
agreed  to  the  11th  instant. 

Mr.  RuTHERFURD,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  a 
part  of  a  resolution  of  Congress,  of  the  twenty-ninth 
of  August,  1788.  respecting  the  inhabitants  of  Post 
Saint  Vincents,"  ry)orted  the  bill  without  amend- 
ment. Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third 
reading. 


Wednesday,  February  13. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  oTRepresentatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  repeal  part  of 
a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  twenty-ninth  of 
August,  1788y  respecting  the  inhabitants  of  Post 
Saint  Vincents,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  collection 
of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  fi^oods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  imported  mto  the  United  States,  and 
on  the  tonnage  of  shins  or  vessels,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and,  after  aebate,  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof  was  postponed. 

Francis  Mentges  had  leave  to  withdraw  certain 
papers  referred  to  in  his  memorial. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretarv  notify  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  the  Senate  are  ready  to 
meet  tnem  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  to  attend  the 
opening  and  counting  the  vote  for  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  as  the 
Consti  tution  provides. 

The  two  Houses  having  accordingly  assembled, 
the  certificates  of  the  Electors  of  the  fifteen  States 
in  the  Union,  which  came  by  express,  were,  by 
the  Vice  President^  opened,  read,  and  delivered 
to  the  tellers  appomted  for  the  purpose,  who, 
having  examined  and  ascertained  the  votes,  pre- 
sented a  list  of  them  to  the  Vice  President; 
which  list  was  read  to  the  two  Houses,  and  is  as 
follows : 

FOR  GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

New  Hampshire    -           -           -           -  6 

Massachusetts       -           -           -           -  16 

Rhode  Island        .           .           -           -  4 

Connecticut          -           -           -           -  9 

Vermont    -----  3 

New  York            -           -           -           -  12 

New  Jerse)r           -           .           -           -  7 

Pennsylvania        -           -           -           -  15 

Delaware  -----  3 

Maryland  -----  8 

Virginia     -           -           -           -           -  21 

Kentucky  -----  4 

North  Carolina     -           -           -           -  12 

South  Carolina     -           -           -           -  8 

Georgia     -           -           -           -           -  4 

132 


FOR  JOHN  ADAMS. 

New  Hampshire    - 

Massachusetts 

Rhode  Island 

Connecticut 

Vermont    -  -  -  . 

New  Jersey 

Pennsylvania 

Delaware  -  -  -  . 

Maryland  - 

South  Carolina     - 


FOR  GEORGE  CLINTON. 

New  York  -  -  . 

Penns)rlvania        -  -  - 

Virginia     -  -  -  - 

North  Carolina     -  -  - 

Georgia     -  -  -  - 


6 

-  16 
4 
9 
3 
7 

-  14 
3 
8 
7 

77 

-  12 
1 

-  21 

-  12 
4 

50 

FOR  THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 
Kentucky  -----       4 

FOR  AARON  BURR. 
South  Carolina     -  -  -  -       l 

Whereupon,  the  Vice  President  declared 
George  Washington  unanimously  elected  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  for  the  period  of 
four  years,  to  commence  with  the  fourth  day  of 
March  next;  and,  John  Adams  elected  by  a  plu- 
rality of  votes.  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  same  period,  to  commence  with 
the  4th  day  of  March  next. 

Ailer  wnichj  the  Vice  President  delivered  the 
duplicate  certincates  of  the  Electors  of  the  several 
States,  received  by  post,  together  with  those  which 
came  oy  express,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  Houses  then  separated,  and  the  Senate 
adjourned. 


Thursday,  February  14. 

The  petition  of  Woodrop  and  Joseph  Sims  w^s 
presented  and  read,  praying  to  be  discharged  from 
a  bond  given  for  the  payment  of  the  duties  of  im^ 
post  on  certain  goods  wrecked  in  their  passa^ 
from  the  port  of  New  York  to  that  of  Philadelphia. 

On  motion  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take 
this  i)etition  into  consideration^  it  passed  in  the 
negative.  Ordered^  That  the  petitioners  have  leave 
to  withdraw  their  petition. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  collection 
of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  imported  mto  the  Unitea  States,  and 
on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and,  being  amended, 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass;  that  it  be  enfiprossed; 
and  that  the  title  thereof  be,  "An  act  suppement- 
ary  to  the  act.  entitled  *  An  act  to  provide  more 
effectually  for  the  collection  of  the  duties  imposed 
by  law  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  import- 
ed into  the  United  States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of 
ships  or  vessels." 
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A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatiyes, 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Ehjah  Bostwick,"  in  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Kino,  from  the  committee  appointed  the  6th 
.  instant,  to  join  the  committee  on  me  part  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  to  report  a  mode  of 
notifying  the  person  who  should  be  elected  Presi- 
dent OF  the  United  States  of  his  election,  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolve : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to 
join  such  committee  as  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
House  of  Representatives,  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent and  notify  him  of  his  unanknoos  re-elec- 
tion to  the  office  of  President  of  the  United 
States. 

And  the  renort  was  adopted.  Ordered^  That 
Messrs.  King,  Izard,  and  Strong,  be  the  commit- 
tee on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Few,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre* 
sentatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to 
promote  the  progress  of  Useful  Atts,  and  to  repeal 
the  act  heretofore  made  for  that  purpose,"  report- 
ed the  bill  with  amendments,  which  were  adopted, 
and  the  bill  was  amended  accordingly;  and  order- 
ed to  a  third  reading. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with 
sundry  statements,  in  pursuance  of  the  order  of  the 
Senate  of  the  23d  of  January  last;  which  were 
read. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  adopted  the  report  of  the  joint 
committee,  appointed  the  6th  instant,  to  ascertain 
and  report  a  mode  of  examining  tne  votes  for 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes;  and  have  ap- 
pointed a  joint  committee  on  their  part  to  wait 
on  the  President  and  notify  him  of  his  unani- 
mous re-election  to  the  office  of  President  of 
THE  United  States. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Elijah  Bostwick,"  was  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 


Friday,  February  15. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  promote 
the  progress  of  the  Useful  Arts,  and  to  repeal  the 
act  heretofore  made  for  that  purpose,"  was  read 
the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Elijah  Bostwick,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee, appointed  the  7th  instant,  on  the  bills  re- 
specting Henry  Emanuel  Lutterloh  and  others,  to 
consider  generally,  and  report  thereon. 


A  me^sace  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  a  bill^  entitled  "An  act  to 
refund  to  Jacob  Bell  certam  duties  on  pickled 
fish ;"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  pass  to  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  7th  instant,  sundry  bills  sent 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  tor  concur- 
rence, reported  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  au- 
thorize tne  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  to  settle 
the  account  of  Thomas  Wishart,  late  a  Lieute- 
nant in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,"  with  amend- 
tnents. 

The  second  reading  of  the  bill  was  resumed ; 
and,  after  debate,  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill,  and  the  report  thereon,  were  postponed. 
,  Mr.  Ellsworth  reported,  from  the  same  com* 
tnittee,  on  the  bilL  en  tided  "An  act  to  reimburse 
Henry  Emanuel  Lutterloh  for  expenses  incurred 
in  coming  to  America,  to  join  the  Army  -of  the 
United  States." 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  this 

m. 

j   Resolved,  That  it  do  not  pass. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the  House 
of  Representatives  therewith. 

Mr.  Ellsworth  reported,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, on  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Simeon  Thayer ;"  and  the  Senate  resumed  the 
second  reading  of  the  bill ;  and,  after  debate, 

Ordered,  That  the  forther  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed. 

Mr.  Ellsworth  also  reported,  from  the  same 
Committee,  on  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  author^ 
ize  the  adjustment  of  a  claim  of  Joseph  Hen- 
derson against  the  United  States"  that  the  bill 
pass  vrithout  amendment;  and  tne  report  was 
adopted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  this 
bill. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  joint  committee  appointed 
for  the  purpose,  reported, 

"  That,  pursuant  to  the  resolutions  of  the  14th 
instant,  the  joint  committee  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  have  this  day  waited  on 
the  President,  and  notified  him  of  his  unanimous 
re-election  to  the  office  of  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States." 


Monday,  Februrary  18. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives agree  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  promote  the  pro- 
gress of  Useful  Arts,  and  to  repeal  the  act  hereto- 
fore made  for  that  purpose." 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  author- 
ize the  adjustment  of  a  claim  of  Joseph  Hen- 
derson against  the  United  States,^'  was  read  the 
third  time. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
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rives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  reAind 
to  Jacob  Bell  certain  duties  on'  pickled  fish,^'  was 
read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Foster,  Monroe,  and  Cabot,  to  consider  gene- 
rally and  report  thereon. 

The  petition  of  Arthur  St.  Clair  was  presented 
and  read,  stating  that,  in  the  performance  of  sun- 
dry services  prescribed  to  him  by  Congress,  he 
made  disbursements  and  contracted  debts  which 
considerably  exceeded  the  sums  placed  in  his 
hands ;  and  praying  that  the  officers  of  the  Trea- 
sury may  be  empowered  equitably  to  adjust  his 
accounts. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

The  memorial  of  the  Directors  of  the  Library 
Company  of  Philadelphia^  and  of  the  Trustees  of 
the  lloganian  Library,  was  presented  and  read, 

S raying  that^a  law  be  passed  exempting  from  anv 
uty  or  imrrost  books  imported  for  those  and  alt 
other  similar  institutions. 

Ordered,  That  this  memorial  lie  on  the  table. 

The  memorial  of  the  French  inhabitants  of 
Galliopolis  was  presented  and  read,  praying  the 
interposition  of  Government  in  confirming  their 
titles  to  certain  latods  purchased  of  William  Duer, 
agent  for  the  Scotia  Company ;  and  an  indemni- 
fication for  certain  losses  and  damages,  referred  to 
in  their  petition. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Kino  reported,  from  the  managers  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  at  the  conference  on  the  sub- 
ject-matter of  the  amendments  depending  between 
the  two  Houses,  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
regulate  the  claims  to  Invalid  Pensions :" 

**  That,  on  conferring  with  the  managers  on  the  part 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  .managers  on  the 
part  of  the  House  agreed  to  recommend  to  the  House, 
to  recede  fit>m  their  disagreement  to  the  last  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senate,  but,  that  the  managers 
from  the  two  Houses  did  not  agree  to  any  report  re- 
specting the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  ihe 
4th  section  of  the  bill. 

*'  Whereupon,  the  managers  on  the  part  of  this  Hoase 
recommended  that  the  Senate  do  recede  from  their 
amendment  to  the  4th  section^  so  fiur  as  respects  the 
words  proposed  to  be  inserted  in  lieu  of  the  words  pro- 
posed to  be  expunged ;  and  that  they  do  insist  on  their 
amendment,  so  &r  as  respects  the  striking  out  of  the 
words  proposed  to  be  strudL  out  in  the  said  4th  section. 

''And  uiat  the  Senate  do  also  insist  on  their  last 
amendment" 

And  the  report  was  agreed  to. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  United  States: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  House  of  Representatives  .• 

I  now  lay  before  you  a  report  and  plat  of  the  Terri- 
toiy  of  the  United  States  on  the  Potomac,  as  given  in 
by  the  ComniissioAers  of  that  Territory,  together  with 
a  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  which  accompa- 
nied them.  These  papers  being  original,  are  to  be 
again  deposited  with  the  records  of  the  Department  of 
State,  ttfier  having  answered  the  purpose  of  your  inform- 
ation. G.  WASHINGTON. 

Uhttbd  Statbs,  February  18,  1798. 

Ordered,  That  this  Message  lie  on  the  table. 
2d  Con.— 22 


I  The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  this 
date,  with  copies  of  sundry  communications  lately 
made  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  containing 
further  information  on  subjects  which  appear  to 
have  been  objects  of  inquiry  before  the  Senate  ; 
which  Letter  and  papers  bemg  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  for  consideration. 

The  petition  of  William  Hardy  was  presented 
and  read,  praying  compensation  for  services  per- 
formed at  New  York  as  an  Inspector,  under  the 
existing  revenue  laws. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  to  adopt  the  following  resolution,  to 
wit: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  in- 
structed to  revise  the  account  of  the  pension  granted 
by  Congress  for  the  education  and  board  of  Hugh  Mer- 
cer, son  of  the  late  C^ner^  Mercer,  from  its  date  to  the 
present  period,  and  correct  any  error  that  may  have 
taken  place  therein,  paying  all  arrearages,  if  any  now 
due ;  and  that  he  likewise  pay  hereafter  without  account, 
anntially,  and  until  his  education  shall  be  completed, 
for  that  purpose,  to  the  guardian  of  the  said  Hugh,  the 
sum  of  four  hundred  dollars. 

It  was  agreed  to  postpone  the  oonsideratioa  of 
this  motion  until  to-morrow. 

The  memorial  of  a  nimiber  of  the  inhabifaiiits 
of  the  States  of  Connecticnt  and  Rhode  Island  wfts 
presented  and  read,  praying  that  a  light-house 
may  be  erected,  at  tne  expense  of  the  United 
States,  on  Watch  Hill,  in  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island. 

Ordered,  That  this  memorial  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  bill  sent  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  enti* 
tied  ^' An  act  to  authorize  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury  to  settle  the  account  of  Thomas  Wish- 
art,  laite  a  Lieutenant  is  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,"  which  being  adopted,  the  rail  was  amend- 
ed accordingjhf . 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading 


Tuesday,  February  19. 

• 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  author- 
ize the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  to  settle  the 
account  of  Thomas  Wishart,  late  a  Lieutenant  in 
the  Army  of  the  United  States,"  was  read  the  third 
time. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  motion  made  yesterday,  respecting  the  educa- 
tion of  the  son  of  the  late  General  Mercer. 

Ordered,  That  this  motion  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Monroe,  Ellsworth,  and  Butler,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Re- 
preseatatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to 
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r^zulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian 
tribes,"  reported  amendments. 

Oraerea,  that  the  amendments  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  they  had  sent  to  the 
Senate  a  plat  of  the  Territory  of  the  United  States 
on  the  Potomac^  as  given  in  by  the  Commission- 
ers of  that  Territory,  and  which  was  referred  to  in 
the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  of  the  18th  instanL 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  con- 
currence, entitled  "  An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  Grovernment  for  the  year  1793;" 
and  it  was  agreed  to  amend  the  third  section. 

And,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  third  sec- 
tion, amended  to  read  as  follows: 

«8ec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  be  authorised  to  borrow,  on 
account  of  .the  said  States,  any  sum  or  sums,  not  ex- 
ceeding in  the  whole  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars,  at 
a  rate  of  interest  not  exceeding  five  per  cent,  per  an- 
num, and  reimbursable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  applied  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  to  be 
repaid  out  of  the  said  surplus  of  the  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage,  to  the  end  of  the  present  vear,  1793 ;  and 
that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Bank  of  the  United  SUtes 
to  lend  the  said  sum.  And  the  President  of  the  United 
States  shall  cause  so  much  of  the  loan  made  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  pursuant  to  the  11th  sec- 
tion of  the  act  by  which  it  is  incorporated,  to  be  paid 
off  in  sums  not  less  than  fifty  thousand  dollars,  as  in 


prosecuted  against  <me  of  the  United  States  by  dtisens 
of  another  State,  or  by  citizens  or  subjects  of  any  fo- 
reign State.'* 

Ordered,  That  the  amendments  reported  by  the 
committee  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  concurrence  entitled  "  An  act 
to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian 
tribes"  be  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

A  messa^  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives agree  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  to  settle  the  account 
of  Tnomas  Wbhart,  late  a  Lieutenant  in  the 
Army  of  the  United  States." 


Thursday,  February  21. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  ^f  Repre- 
sentatives have  reconsidered  the  amendments  de- 
pending between  the  two  Houses  to  the  bill  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  regulate  the  claims  to  Invalid 
Pensions,"  together  with  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee of  conference  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  said 
amendments ;  and  adhere  to  their  disagreement  to 
the  amendment  insisted  on  by  the  Senate  to  the 
4th  section  of  the  said  bill ;  and  recede  from  their 
disagreement  to  the  amendment  insisted  on  by  the 
Senate  to  the  5th  section  of  the  said  bill;  ana  that 
they  have  passed  the  bill  sent  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  concurrence, entitled  "An  act 


in  addition  to  the  act  entitled  ^  An  act  to  establish 
his  opinion  the  sUte  of  the  Treasury  may,  firom  time  to    ^}^^  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States,"  with 


time,  admit,  out  of  any  moneys  which  may  be  in  the 
Treasury,  having  due  regard  to  the  exigencies  of  Cro- 
vemment,  and  the  appropriations  made  and  to  be  made 
byUw:" 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  19,  nays  9,  as 
follows: 

Ybas.— Messrs.  Bassett,  Bradley,  Burr,  Cabot,  Dick- 
inson, Ellsworth,  Foster,  Gunn,  Johnston,  Izard,  King, 
Langdon,  Monis,  Read,  Rutherfiird,  Sherman,  Stanton, 
Strong,  and  Wingate. 

Nats* — Messrs.   Brown,   Butler,  Edwards,  Few, 
Hawkins,  Henry,  Monroe,  Rolmison,  and  Taylor. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 


Wednesday,  February  20. 

The  bill,  sent  ftom  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  Government  for 
the  year  1793,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Kesolvedj  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  Senate  adopt  the 
following  resolution,  to  wit: 

**  Resohed  by  the  Senate  and  Hou9e  of  Rapreaent- 
ativee  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congresa 
assembled,  two-thitds  of  both  Houses  concurring.  That 
the  following  article  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of 
the  several  States,  as  an  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States ;  which,  when  ratified  by  three- 
fourths  of  the  said  Legislatures,  shall  be  valid  as  part  of 
the  said  Constitution,  viz : 

"*  The  Judicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall  not 
extend  to  any  suits  in  law  or  equitjs  commenced  or 


amendments ;  in  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Rutherford  reported,  from  the  committee 
appointed  for  the  purpose,  "  a  bill  authorizing  the 
settlement  of  the  demands  of  Anthony  Walton 
White  against  the  United  States." 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  lie  on  the  table. 

Friday,  February  22. 

The  bill  "  authorizing^  the  settlement  of  the  de- 
mands of  Anthony  Walton  White  against  the 
United  States"  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered 
to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
entitled  "  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  entitled 
'An  act  to  establish  the  Judicial  Courts  of  the 
United  States ;"  and,  after  debate, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  adherin^^  to 
their  disagreement  to  the  amendment  insisted  on 
by  the  Senate  to  the  4th  section  of  the  bill  enti- 
tled "  An  act  to  regulate  the  claims  to  Invalid 
Pensions ;"  and,  after  debate, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed. 

rhe  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  tne  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  concurrence  entitled  "An  act  to 
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rej^ulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian 
tribes,"  and  adopted  the  same  in  part. 

Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed. 


Saturday,*  February  23. 

Mr.  Edwards  notified  the  Senate  that  he  should 
on  Monday  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  "  bill  to 
authorize  the  President  op  the  United  States 
to  establish  two  or  more  small  posts  in  the  wilder- 
ness, on  the  road  leading  from  Kentucky  and  the 
other  Western  settlements,  to  the  Eastern  settle- 
ments of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  and  facilitating  trade  and  friendly  in- 
tercourse between  the  citizens  of  the  said  settle- 
ments." 

Mr.  King,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  the  bill  sent  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence  entitled 
"  An  act  to  provide  for  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  certain  persons  who  were  killed  by  Indians, 
under  the  sanction  of  flags  of  truce,"  reported 
amendments,  which  were  adopted ;  and  the  bill 
was  amended  accordingly. 

It  was  ajrreed,  by  unanimous  consent,  that  the 
rule  be  so  tar  dispensed  with  as  that  this  bill  be 
now  read  the  third  time. 

Reaolvedy  That  thb  bill  pass  as  amended. 


Henry,  Johnston,  King,  Langdon,  Read,  Robinson,  Sher- 
man, Stanton,  Strong,  and  Wingate. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  communicate  this 
resolution  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives concur  in  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate^ 
entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to,  and  alteration  oL 
an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  extend  the  time  limitea 
for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  United  States  with 
the  individual  States." 

Mr.  Rutherfurd^  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed to  take  into  consideration  the  bill  "  for  altering 
the  time  and  place  of  holding  the  Circuit  Court 
in  the  district  of  Vermont,"  reported  sundry  amend- 
ments, which  were  read,  and  adopted,  and  the  bill 
was  amended  accordingly.  ^ 

Ordered^  That  this  biU  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The.  amendments  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill,  sent  from  the  Senate  for  concur- 
rence, entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  en- 
titled *An  act  to  establish  the  Judicial  Courts  of 
the  United  States,"  were  taken  into  considera- 
tion; and,  after  progress,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed. 


Monday,  February  25. 


A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
Ordered^  That  the  consi'deration  of  the  motion  |  informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
made  the  20th  instant  respecting  an  additional 


article  of  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  be  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday 
next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  a  bill  entitled  "  An  act  fix- 
ing the  time  for  the  next  annual  meeting  of  Con- 
fess ;"'  also^  a  bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  repealing 
the  several  unpost  laws  of  the  United  States,  so 
far  as  they  may  be  deemed  to  impose  a  duty  on 
useful  beasts  imported  for  breed,  and  for  remitting 
the  duties  which  have  heretofore  accrued  on  such 
importations,  in  the  cases  where  they  have  only 
been  secured  to  be  paid ;"  in  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

These  bills  were  severally  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  "authorizing  the  settlement  of  the  de- 
mands of  Anthony   Walton  White  •  against  the  I 
United  States"  was  read  the  second  titne. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  enacting  clause 
of  the  bill,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 
The  Senate  again  took  into  consideration  their 
amendments  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  insisted  on  by  the  Senate,  to  the 
bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  the  claims  to  In- 
valid Pensions." 

On  the  question  to  recede  from  their  said  amend- 
ment, it  passed  in  the  aflSrmative — yeas  15,  nays 
14,  as  follows : 

TxAs^ — Messrs.  Bradley,  Brown,  Burr,  Butler,  Dick- 
inson, Edwards,  Few^  Gunn,  Hawkins,  Isard,  Monroe, 
Morris,  Potts,  Rutheiiiird,  and  Taylor. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bassett,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Foster, 


sentatives  agree  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  wi- 
dows and  orphans  of  certain  persons  who  were  kill- 
ed by  Indians  under  the  sanction  of  flags  of  truce." 
They  disagree  to  the  fifth  amendment  of  the  Se- 
nate to  the  2d  section  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making;  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  1793;"  and  agree  to  all  the  other 
amendments  to  the  said  bill. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  fifth 
amendment,  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, to  the  bill  last  mentioned. 

Resolved^  That  the  Senate  recede  from  their 
said  amendment. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  repeal- 
ing the  several  impost  laws  of  the  United  States, 
so  far  as  they  may  be  deemed  to  impose  a  duty 
[  on  useful  beasts  imported  for  breed,  smd  for  remit- 
ting the  duties  which  have  heretofore  accrued  on 
suck  importations,  in  the  cases  where  they  have 
only  been  secured  to  be  paid,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  amended. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, so  far  to  dispense  with  the  rule  as  that  this 
bill  be  now  read  tne  third  time. 
Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 
The  bill  for  altering  the  time  and  place  of 
holding  the  Circuit  Court  in  the  district  of  Ver- 
mont was  read  the  third  time ;  and,  being  further 
amended, 

Resdved,  That  this  bill  pass;  that  it  be  engross- 
ed ;  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "An  act  for  al- 
tering the  places  of  holding  the  Circuit  Courts  in 
the  districts  of  Vermont  and  North  Carolina,  and 
for  other  purposes." 
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Ordered.  That  the  Secretary  request  the  con- 
currence or  the  House  of  Representatives  in  this 
biU. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  fiking  the 
time  for  the  next  annual  meeting  of  Congress," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  amended. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading^. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  tne  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to 
rejzulate  trade  and   intercourse  with  the  Indian 
tribes ;"  and,  having  amended  the  report,  it  was 
adopted,  and  the  bill  amended  accordingly. 
Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 
Mr.  Monroe,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  tne  motion,  made  the  18th  instant,  re- 
specting the  education  of  the  son  of  the  late  Ge- 
neral Mercer,  reported  a  bill,  which  was  read  the 
first  time. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  second  reading. 
Mr.  Edwards^  agreeably  to  notification  on  the 
23d  instant,  obtamed  leave  to  bring  in  "A  bill  to 
authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
establish  two  or  more  small  posts  in  the  wilder- 
ness, on  the  road  leading  from  Kentucky  and  the 
other  Wej>tem  settlements,  to  the  Eastern  settle- 
ments of  the  United  States;"  which  was  read 
the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  pass  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  sent  from  the  Senate  for  concurrence,  enti- 
tled "An  ^ct  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  *An 
act  to  establish  the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United 
States." 

Resolved^  That  they  concur  therein  with  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  Monroe,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  to  explain  and  amend  an  act  en- 
titled "An  act  to  enable  the  officers  and  solaiers 
of  the  Virginia  line,  on  the  Continental  establish- 
ment, to  obtain  titles  to  certain  lands  lying  North- 
west of  the  river  Ohio,  between  the  Little  Miamis 
and  Sciota,"  reported,  that  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  be  postponed  until  the  next  session  of 
Congress. 
And  the  report  was  agreed  to. 
On  motion,  to  refer  the  memorial  of  Lachlan 
Mcintosh,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  Georgia  line  of  the  late  Army, 
for  further  compensation  for  their  services  during 
the  late  war,  to  a  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  :  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered^  That  Lachlan  Mcintosh  have  leave 
to  withdraw  his  memorial. 
On  motion. 
That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  call  on  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  a  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Arthur  Hewes,  referred  to  him  on  the  9th 
of  November  last ;  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Ellsworth  reported  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elijah  Bostwick."  J 


Ordered^  That  this  report  lie  until  to-morrow 
for  consideration. 

The  third  reading  of  "  the  bill  authorizing  the 
settlement  of  the  demands  of  Anthony  Walton 
White  asainst  the  United  States,"  was  further 
postponed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives agree  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  repealing  the  several 
impost  laws  of  the  United  States,  so  far  as  they 
may  be  deemed  to  impose  a  duty  on  useful  beasts 
imported  for  breed." 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion,  made  the  20th  instant,  respecting  an  ad- 
ditional article  of  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States. 

On  motion,  to  postpone  the  consideration  thereof 
to  the  next  session  of  Congress,  it  passed  in  the 
negative. 

And,  after  debate,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed. 


Tuesday,  February  26. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  trade 
and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,"  was  read 
the  third  time. 

On  motion  to  strike  out  the  word  ^  proper,'  from 
the  following  clause  of  the  first  section  : 

''Which  superintendent,  or  person  so  authorized, 
shall,  on  application,  issue  such  license,  for  a  term  not 
exceeding  two  years,  to  any  proper  person ;  who  shall 
enter  into  bond,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  approved  of 
by  the  superintendent  or  person  issuing  such  license,  or 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  the  penal 
sum  of  one  thousand  dollars:'' 

It  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  11,  nays  16,  as 
follows : 

YxAS. — Messrs.  Burr,  Cabot,  Edwards,  Few,  Gunn» 
Hawkins,  Johnston,  Monroe,  Morris,  Strong,  and  Taylor. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bassett,  Brown,  Butler,  Dickinson, 
Ellsworth,  Foster,  Henry,  Izard,  King,  Langdon,  Read, 
Robinson,  Rutherihrd,  Sherman,  Stanton,  and  Win- 
gate. 

On  motion  it  was  agreed  to  substitute  the  fol- 
lowing, for  the  7th  section  stricken  out : 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  agent,  superin- 
tendent, or  other  person  authorized  to  grant  a  license  to 
trade  or  purchase  horses,  shall  have  any  interest  or  con- 
cern in  any  trade  with  the  Lidians,  or  in  the  purchase 
or  sale  of  any  horses  to  or  fi'om  any  Indian,  and  that 
any  person  offending  herein  shall  forfeit  one  thousand 
doUan,  and  be  imprisoned,'  at  the  discretion  of  the  Court 
before  which  the  conviction  shall  be  had,  not  exceeding 
twelve  months." 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass  with  the  amend- 
ments. 

"  The  bill  to  authorize  the  President  opthe  Uni- 
ted States  to  establish  two  or  more  small  posts  in 
the  wilderness,  on  the  road  leading  from  Ken- 
tucky," was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Edwards,  Strong,  and  King,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 
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A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives concur  in  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  *^  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  enti- 
tled ^  An  act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the 
collection  of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  fi[Oods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  Unitea 
States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels," 
with  amendments ;  in  which  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  A9  act  fixing  the  time 
for  the  next  annual  meeting  of  Congress,''  was 
read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
ascertain  the  fees  in  Admiralty  proceedings  in  the 
District  Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  loi  other 
purposes,"  reported  am^idments,  which  were  con- 
sidered; and.  after  debate. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
l>e  postponed. 


WtiDWEBBAYj  Ptebraary  27. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Bouse  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act,  entitled  *  An  act  to  provide 
more  effectually  for  the  collection  of  the  duties 
imposed  bj  law  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
imported  into  the  United  States,  and  on  the  ton- 
nage of  ships  or  vessels,"  and  agreed  to  some  of 
the  said  amendments. 

It  was  agreed  to  reconsider  the  second  amend- 
ment, and  that  this,  with  the  amendments  subse^ 
quent  thereto,  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Kino,  Mor^ 
Rid,  aud  Cabot,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  EnwARns  reported,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  consider  "the  bill  to  authorize  the  Presi* 
DENT  OF  THE  United  States  to  establish  two  or 
more  posts  in  the  wilderness,  on  the  road  leading 
from  Kentucky." 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  do  not  pass. 

The  bill  "  respecting  the  education  of  the  son  of 
the  late  General  Mercer,"  was  read  the  eeoond 
time. 

It  was  affreed  by  unanimous  consent,  that  the 
rule  be  so  lar  dispensed  with,  as  that  this  bill  be 
now  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  this  biU  pass;  that  it  be  en^ossed ; 
and  that  the  title  thereof  be  ^^  An  act  providing  an 
annual  allowance  for  the  education  of  Hugh  Mer* 
cer." 

The  third  reading  of  "  the  bill  authorizing  the 
settlement  of  the  demands  of  Anthony  Walton 
White  against  the  United  States,"  was  resumed. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
.be  postponed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
authorize  arrant  of  land  to  the  French  inhabitants 
of  Galliopohs ;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  mak- 1 


ing  an  appropriation  to  defray  the  expenses  of  a 
treaty  with  the  Indians  Northwest  of  the  Ohio  5" 
in  which  several  bills  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  first  mentioned  was  read,  and,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Ellsworth,  Brown,  and  Burr,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  making  an  ap- 
propriation to  defray  the  expense  of  a  treaty  with 
the  Indians  Northwest  of  the  Ohio,"  was  read  the 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  read- 
ing. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  bill  sent  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  enti- 
tled ^^An  act  to  ascertain  the  fees  in  Admiralty 
proceedings  in  the  District  Courts  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  the  report 
being  adopted,  the  bill  was  amended  accordingly. 

It  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  consent,  so  far  to 
dispense  with  the  rule  as  that  this  bill  be  now  read 
the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 
,  The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the 
salaries^  fees,  and  emoluments,  of  persons  holding 
civil  offices  under  the  United  States,  pursuant  to 
the  order  of  the  Senate  of  the  7th  ot  May,  1792; 
which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  for  consideration. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  we  Senate,  that- the  Houie  of  Repre- 
sentatives disagree  to  the  amendments  of  the  Se- 
nate to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  fixing  the  time 
for  the  next  annual  meeting  of  Congress;"  th^y 
agree  to  their  amendments  to  the  bDl,  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with 
the  Indian  tribes;"  tkey  agree  to' the  amendments 
of  the  Senate  to  their  amendments,  with  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  *  An  act  to 
establish  the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States;" 
in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  following  Message  from  the  Presiden*  op 
THE  United  States  was  received; 

Omtienu^  of  the  Senate^  and 

of  the  House  of  Representaiwes  : 

I  lay  befose  joa  a  copy  of  an  exemplification  of  an 
Act  of  the  Legislature  of  New  York,  ceding  to  ^e 
United  States  the  jurisdiction  of  certain  landfi  on  Mon- 
tauk  Pomt,  for  the  poipose  mentioned  in  said  act ;  and 
a  copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  GoTemor  of  New  Y<Mk  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  which  acoompanied  said  exeat' 
plification.  G.  WASHINGTON. 

UifiTED  States,  February  27,  1793. 

Ordered,  That  the  Message  and  papers  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  Vice  Presipent  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
with  his  .a9>ecie  accoiyits.  passed  at  the  Treasury, 
up  to  the  31st  of  December,  1792. 

Ordered,  That  the  Letter  atod  papers  therein 
referred  to  lie  on  file. 
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The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  their  amendments  to  the 
biU,  entitled  ^'An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  enti- 
tledj  ^An  act  to  establish  the  Judicial  Courts  of 
the  United  States." 

Resolved^  That  the  Senate  agree  to  the  said 
amendment. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  disagreeing 
to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  annual 
meeting  of  Congress." 

Resotved/FhaX  they  adhere  to  their  amendments 
to  the  said  bill. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  petition 
of  Charles  Knowles  and  others,  Paymasters  of 
the  line  of  the  late  Army. 

Orderedj  That  the  petition  and  report  be  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  and  Mon- 
roe, to  consider  and  report  thereon. 


Thursday,  February  28. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  making 
an  appropriation  to  defray  the  expense  of  a  Treaty 
with  the  Indians  Northwest  of  the  Ohio,"  was 
lead  the  second  time;  and,  by  unanimous  consent, 
the  bill  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  ViOE  President  kid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
27th  instant,  with  sundry  statements  of  exports, 
imports,  and  tonnage;  which  letter  was  read. 

Ordered^  That  the  Letter  and  statements  there- 
in referred  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  messace  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives agree  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  ascertain  the  fees 
in  Admiralty  proceedings  in  the  District  Courts 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes." 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives insist  on  their  disagreement  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  annual  meet- 
ing of  Congress;"  ask  a  conference  on  the  sub- 
jects of  disagreement  between  the  two  Houses, 
and  have  appointed  managers  on  their  pari:  ana 
that  they  have  passed  a  biD.  entitled  "An  act  di- 
recting the  officers  of  the  Treasury  to  pass  to  the 
credit  of  John  Banks  the  sum  of  nine  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  sixtv-eight  dollars  and  ninety 
cents;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to 
the  act  for  the  establishment  and  support  of  light- 
houses, beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers;"  also,  a 
bill  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  payment 
of  the  first  instalment  due  on  a  loan  made  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States;"  in  which  several 
bills  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bills  brought  up  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  concurrence  .were  severally  read  the 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

The  petition  of  John  McLane,  Attorney  to  Ag- 


nus McLane,  was  read,  stating  that  the  compen- 
sation of  the  said  Agnus,  for  muitary  services  dur- 
ing the  late  war,  was  drawn  on  a  forged  order 
by  one  Samuel  Abbot,  without  the  knowledge  or 
consent  of  the  said  Agnus;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered^  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  insisting  on 
their  disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the  Se- 
nate to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  fixing  the  time 
for  the  next  annual  meeting  of  Congress,"  and 
asking  a  conference  on  the  said  amenoments. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  agree  to  the  pro- 
posed conference,  and  that  Messrs.  Gunn,  Tay- 
lor, and  LangdoNj  be  the  managers  on  the  part 
of  tne  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  bill  sent  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Eliiah  Bostwick." 

On  motion,  that  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  on  this  subject  be 
read  in  Senate;  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  report,  and  that 
the  bill  be  r^edted;  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
Ordered,  That  this  billpass  to  the  third  reading. 
A  messai?e  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  the  bill,  sent  from  the 
Senate  for  concurrencej  entitled  "  An  act  for  alter- 
'ing  the  places  of  holding  the  Circuit  Courts  in 
the  districts  of  Vermont  and  North  Carolina,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  with  amendments,  in  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  thk  bill  last  mentioned. 
Resolved,  That  they  concur  therein. 
Mr.  Kino,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  con- 
sider the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives to  the  biU  sent  from  the  Senate  for  concur- 
rence, entitled  "  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act, 
entitled  *  An  act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the 
collection  of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  ves- 
sels^" reported  an  amendment  to  the  amendment, 
which  was  adopted. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
certificate,  pnrportine  that  the  Legislature  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  have  this  day 
chosen  Albert  Gallatin  a  Senator  of  the  Unit- 
ed States. 

Ordered,  That  this  certificate  lie  on  file. 
The  memorial  of  Samuel  Brown  and  others, 
fishermen,  was  presented  and  read,  stating  that 
they  are  principally  employed  in  the  mackerel 
fishery,  and  prayinff  that  the  drawback  allowed  on 
the  exportation  of  cod  fish  may  be  extended  to 
pickled  fish  in  general. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 
The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  this 
date,  referring  to  sundry  statements  exhibiting  the 
quantity  of  the  various  articles  of  exports  to  the 
Home  and  to  the  Colonial  dominions  of  all  the 
foreign  nations  with  whom  the  United  States 
have  commercial  intercourse )  which  Letter  was 
read. 

Ordered^  That  the  Letter  and  papers  to  which 
it  refers  lie  on  file. 


Friday,  March  1. 

The  Vice  President  being^ absent,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  President  pro  tem- 
pore, as  the  Constitution  provides,  and  John  Lang- 
don  was  duly  elected. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  wait  on  the  Pre- 
sident OF  the  United  States,  and  lay  before  him 
an  attested  cony  of  this  proceeding. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  notify  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  this  election  of  a  President 
pro  tempore, 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  for  ex- 
tendinff^the  time  for  receiving  on  loan  that  part 
of  the  Domestic  Debt  of  the  tfnited  States  which 
may  not  be  subscribed  prior  to  the  first  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  ;"  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  is 


The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  providing  for 
the  payment  of  the  first  instalment  due  on  a  loan 
made  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  was  read 
the  second  time;  and,  by  unanimous  consent,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  supplementary 
to  the  act  for  the  establishment  and  support  of 
light-houses,  beaconsj  buoys,  and  public  piers," 
was  read  the  second  time ;  and,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Elijah  Bostwick,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Cabot,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  on 
the  petition  of  tne  Paymasters  of  the  Massachu- 
setts line  of  the  late  Army,  reported  a  bill,  which 
was  read  the  first  time;  and,  oy  unanimous  con- 
sent, was  read  the  second  and  third  times. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass;  that  it  be  en- 
grossed ;  and  that  the  title  thereof  be,  ^  An  act 
providing  for  the  compensation  of  Ebenezer  Sto- 


rer. 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  Rutherfdrd  be  appointed 
a  manager  at  the  conference  on  the  disagreeing 
votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  biU  sent  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  enti- 


desired.    They  agree  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  to  their  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled 
*^  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act 
to  provide  more  effectually  fdr  the  collection  of 
the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  goods^  wares,  and 
merchandise,  imported  into  the  United   States, 
and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels;"  and  that 
they  have  passed  the  bill,  sent  from  the  Senate  for 
concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  providing  s(h  annu- 
al allowance  for  the  education  of  Hugh  Mercer." 
The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  extending 
the  time  for  receiving  on  loan  that  part  of  the 
Domestic  Debt  of  the  United  States  which  may 
not  be  subscribed  prior  to  the  first  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three," 
was  read  the  first  time ;  and,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, it  was  read  the  second  ana  third  times. 
Resolved,  That  the  Senate  concur  in  this  bill. 
The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  directing  the 
officers  of  the  Treasury  to  pass  to  the  credit  of 
John  Banks  the  sum  of  nine  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  sixty-eight  dollars  and  ninety  cents," 
was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Ellsworth,  Bdtler,  and  Cabot,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  State, 
enclosing  a  triplicate  certificate  of  the  votes  of  the 
Electors  of  the  State  of  Kentucky  for  President 
and  Vice  President  op  the  United  States,  ob- 
tained by  express,  sent  from  the  Seat  of  Qovern- 
ment,  as  the  law  provides. 

Ordered,  That  the  Letter  and  papers  lie  on  file. 


tied  '^An  act  nxing  the  time  for  the  next  annual 
meeting  of  Congress,"  in  place  of  Mr.  Langdon, 
elected  President  pro  tempore. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Simeon  Thayer,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  amended. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  petition  of  John  Fisk  and  others,  in  beh«If 
of  the  Marine  Society  of  Salem,  in  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  was  presented  and  read, 
praying  that  a  light-house  may  be  constructed  at 
the  North  end  of  Baker's  island,  near  Salem, 
within  the  State  aforesaid ;  and  that  due  provi- 
sion may  be  made^  at  the  expense  of  the  United 
States,  for  maintaining  and  supporting  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  the  peti- 
tion of  Samuel  Steams,  praying  compensation  as 
a  physician  to  certain  invalid  officers  during  the 
late  war ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  he  on 
the  table. 


Saturday,  March  2. 

The  President  notified  the  Senate  that  the 
President  op  the  United  States  proposes  to 
take  the  oath  of  office  on  Monday  next,  at  12 
o'clock,  in  the  Senate  Chamber. 

Ordered,  That  this  communication  be  referred 
to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Se- 
nate the  6th  of  February  last,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
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informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act 
^  makinjB^  certain  apj^ropriations  therein  mentioned," 
in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Se- 
nate. The  President  of  the  United  States 
hath  notified  the  House  of  Representatives,  that  he 
this  day  approved  and  signed  "An  act  making 
an  appropriation  to  defray  the  expense  of  a  treaty 
with  the  Indians  Northwest  of  the  Ohio." 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Simeon  Thayer,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

On  motion  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  this 
bill  to  the  next  session  of  Congress,  it  passed  in 
the  negative. 

On  motion  to  concur  in  this  bill  as  amended,  it 
passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  17,  nays  7,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Ykas^ — Messrs.  Bastett,  Borr,  Dickinson,  Edwards, 
Few,  Foster,  Gunn,  Henry,  Johnston,  Inrd,  Monroe, 
Morris,  Potts,  Read,  Rutherford,  Stanton,  and  Taylor. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Brown,  Butler,  Cabot,  Ellsworth, 
Hawkins,  King,  and  Sherman. 

Ordered.  That  the  Secretary  desire  the  concui^ 
rence  of  tne  House  of  Representatives  in  th^ 
amendment. 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  di* 
recting  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  to  pass  to  the 
credit  of  John  Banks  the  sum  of  $9,768  90,"  re- 
ported that  the  committee  be  discharged ;  and  the 
report  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered^  That  the  petition  of  James  Warring- 
ton, on  whieh  the  bill  last  mentioned  was  origin- 
ated, be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  of  this 
hill  be  postponed  till  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded,  to  propose 
to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States  the  fol- 
lowing amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  to  wit : 

'* Article  1,  section  8,  after  the  words  'general  wel- 
fiune  of  the  United  States,*  add,  '  in  the  cases  herein- 
after particularly  enumerated.'  And  at  the  end  of  the 
section,  add,  '  but  no  power  to  gprant  any  charter  of  in- 
eorporation,  or  any  commeretal  or  other  monopoly,  shall 
be  herebv  implied.' 

'^  Seotum  0.  Every  tax  shall  be  deemed  direct,  other 
than  taxes  on  imports,  excises,  transfers  of  property, 
4nd  law  proceedings.'  At  the  end  of  the  section,  add, 
<  no  member  of  Congress  shall  be  eligible  to  any  office  of 
profit  under  the  authority  of  the  United  Stetes,  nor 
shall  any  person  intrusted  with  the  management  of 
money  of  the  United  States,  or  concerned  in  the  direc- 
tion or  management  of  any  bank  or  other  moneyed 
Gorporation  within  the  United  States,  be  capable  of  a 
seat  in  either  House  of  Congress.'  " 

<< Article  8,  section  1.  After  the  words  *  ordain  and 
establish,'  add,  '  or  in  such  of  the  State  courts  as  the 
Congress  shall  deem  fit'  " 

Ordered^  That  these  propositions  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence  entitled  "An  act  making 


certain  appropriations  therein  mentioned"  was 
read  the  first  time,  and,  by  unanimous  consent, 
read  the  second  and  third  times  and  passed. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  committee  appointed  this 
day  on  the  communication  of  the  rRBsinEirr  of 
the  United  States  relative  to  his  takmg  the  oath 
of  office,  reported  that  the  Secretary  inform  the 
House  of  Representatives  that  the  President  of 
THE  United  States  will,  on  Monday  next  take 
the  oath  of  office  required  by  the  Constitution,  in 
the  Senate  Chamber,  at  12  o'clock ;  and  that  he 
inform  >the  President  of  the  United  States 
that  the  Senate  will  be  in  session  at  that  time. 
And  the  report  was  adopted. 

The  Senators  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  in  pur- 
suance of  a  law  of  the  said  State,  executed  a  oeed 
of  cession  to  the  United  States  of  the  light-house 
on  Tybee  Island ;  which  was  ordered  to  ne  <m  file. 
Mr.  Foster  reported,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence  entitled  "  An 
act  to  refund  to  Jacob  Bell  certain  duties  on  pickkd 
fish." 
Resolvedy  That  this  bill  do  not  pass. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repte- 
sentatives  have  passed  a  bill  entitled  *^An  act 
making  addition  to  the  compensation  of  certain 
public  officers ;"  in  which  they  desire  the  coocur 
rence  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  that  the  consideration  of  this  bill  be 
postponed  to  the  next  session  of  Congress,  it 
passed  in  the  negative. 

It  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  consent,  that  this 
bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. 
jReeolved,  That  this  bill  pass. 
Mr.  Ellsworth,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  concurrence  entitled  ^^  An  act  to 
authorize  a  srant  of  land  to  the  French  inhabit- 
ants of  Gsdliopolis"  reported  an  amendment; 
which  was  disagreed  to. 

On  motion  to  postpone  the  further  consideraCaon 
of  this  bill  to  the  next  session  of  Congress,  it 
passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  tl^t  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing, it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the 
House  of  Representatives  therewith. 

A  message  irom  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives disagree  to  the  amendment  of  the  Se- 
nate to  the  bill  entitled  ^'  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Simeon  Thayer  j"  they  have  postponed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate  entitled 
"  An  act  providing  for  the  compensation  of  Ebe- 
nezer  Storer"  to  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Gunn,  from  the  managers  at  the  conference 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  on  the  disagreeing  votes 
of  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence  entitled  "  An 
act  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  annual  meeting  of 
Congress,"  reported  that,  having  conferred  with 
the  managers  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives," they  could  not  come  to  any  agtee- 
ment. 
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Prooeedmgt. 


[SCITATB. 


A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives hare  adjourned  until  7  o'clock  this  even- 
ing. 

On  Gootion  to-rceede  from  the  amendment  dis- 
a^eed  to  by  the  House  of  Representatires  to  the 
bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Simeon 
Thaver,"  it  jtassed  in  the  affirmative. 

Tne  petition  of  Barent  I.  Staats  was  read,  stat- 
ing that  he  advanced  money  to  one  of  the  Q^uar- 
termasters  of  the  late  Army,  to  enable  him  to 
compensate  certain  teamsters  employed  in  the 
public  service,  and  for  which  advance  he  has  not 
been  reimbursed,  but  is  excluded  therefrom  by  the 
acts  of  limitation,  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 


SPECIAL  SESSION. 


Saturday  Evening,  7  o'clock. 

The  memorial  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
and  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
was  read,  stating  that,  from  the  enhanced  prices 
of  all  the  necessaries  of  life,  their  respective  sti- 
pends are  become  inadequate,  and  praying  further 
compensation. 

Ordered,  That  this  memorial  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  the  French  set- 
tlers at  C^iopolis  be  referred  to  the  Attorney 
Greneral,  to  examine  and  report  to  the  Senate,  at 
the  next  session  of  Congress,  upon  the  validity  of 
their  claims  to  lands  under  purchases  of  the  Ohio 
or  Sciota  Companies,  or  other  persons ;  together 
with  his  opinion  of  the  means  proper  to  1^  pur- 
sued by  them  for  the  obtainment  of  justice. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  return  all  original 
papers  not  addressed  to  the  Senate,  which  have 
Deen  laid  before  them  during  the  present  session 
by  the  President  or  by.  any  of  the  Heads  of  De- 
partments. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  notify  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  the  Senate,  having  finished 
the  Legislative  business  before  them,  are  ready  to 
adjourn. 

A  messafire  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  tne  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  appointed  a  committee,  jointly 
with  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to 
wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  inform  him  that  Congress  is  ready  to  adjourn 
without  day,  unless  he  may  have  any  further 
communications  to  make ;  in  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate,  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  on  their  part. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  concur  in  the  fore- 

foing  resolution,  and  that  Messrs.  Johnston  and 
luTHERFURD  be  the  joint  committee  on  theirpart. 
Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the  House 
of  Representatives  therewith. 

Mr.  Johnston  reported,  from  the  joint  commit- 
tee last  mentioned,  that  they  had  waited  on  the 
President  op  the  United  States,  who  informed 
the  committee  that  he  had  no  further  communi- 
cations to  make  to  Congress  at  this  time. 

Whereupon,  the  Senate  then  adjourned  without 
day. 


Mqnaay,  March  4. 

In  conformity  to  the  summons  from  the  Presi- 
DBNT  OF  THE  United  States,  the  Senate  assem- 
bled in  the  Senate  Chamber. 

The  Hon.  John  Langdon,  President  pro  tem- 
pore, read  the  summons  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  as  follows: 

T%e  Prmdtnt  of  the  Umted  States 

to  the  President  of  the  Senate: 

Certain  matters,  touching  the  pubhc  good,  requiring 
that  the  Senate  shall  be  convened  on  Monday,  ihe  4th 
instant,  I  have  desired  their  attendance,  as  I  do  yours, 
by  these  presents,  at  the  Senate  Chamber,  in  Philadel- 
phia, on  wat  day ;  then  and  there  to  receive  and  delibe- 
rate on  such  communications  as  shall  be  made  to  you 
on  my  part. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

March  1,  1793. 

The  following  Senators  were  present: 

John  Langdon,  from  New  Hampshire; 

George  Cabot,  from  Massachusetts; 

Theodore  Foster,  from  Rhode  Island ; 

Oliver  Ellsworth  and  Roger  Sherman,  from 
Connecticut; 

Rdfus  King,  from  New  York; 

John  Rutherfurd,  from  New  Jersey; 

Robert  Morris,  from  Pennsylvania ; 

George  Read,  from  Delaware ; 

John  Henrt  and  Richard  Potts,  from  Ma- 
ryland ; 

James  Monroe,  from  Virginia ; 

John  Brown  and  John  Edwards,  from  Ken- 
tucky ; 

Benjamin  Hawkins,  from  North  Carolina ; 

Ralph  Izard,  from  South  Carolina ; 

James  Gunn,  from  Georgia. 

Samuel  Livermore,  from  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire,  produced  his  credentials,  and  took  his 
seat  in  the  Senate ;  and  the  oath  was  administered 
to  him  by  the  President  of  the  Senate,  as  the 
law  provides. " 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  by  the  President  of 
THE  United  States,  on  the  2d  instant,  he  came 
to  the  Senate  Chamber,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 
Chair  usually  assigned  the  President  of  the  Se- 
nate^ who,  on  this  occasion,  was  seated  at  the  right 
and  m  advance  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  ;  a  seat  on  the  left:  and  also  in  advance, 
bein^r  provided  for  Judge  Cushing,  appointed  to 
administer  the  Oath;  the  doors  of  the  Senate 
Chamber  being  open^  the  Heads  of  the  Depart- 
ments, Foreign  Ministers,  the  late  Speaker,  and 
such  Members  of  the  late  House  of  Representa- 
tives as  were  in  town,  together  with  as  many  other 
spectators  as  could  be  accommodated,  were  present. 

After  a  short  pause,  the  President  of  the  Se- 
nate arose,  and  addressed  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  as  follows: 

«8ib:  One  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States  is  now  present,  and  ready  to  admin- 
ister to  you  the  oath  required  by  the  Constitution  to  be 
taken  by  the  pBKSiDavr  or  thb  Uvitbd  Statss.** 
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InaugunUum, 


[March,  1793. 


On  which  the  President  ofthb  United  States, 
rising  from  his  seat,  was  pleased  to  address  the 
audience  as  follows : 

'*  Feilow-Citizens  :  I  am  ag^ain  called  upon,  by 
the  voice  of  my  country,  to  execute  the  functions  of  its 
Chief  Magistrate.  When  the  occasion  proper  for  it  shall 
arrive,  I  shall  endeavor  to  express  the  high  sense  I  en- 
tertain of  this  distinguished  honor,  and  of  the  confidence 
which  has  been  reposed  in  me  by  the  people  of  United 
America. 

**  Previous  to  the  execution  of  any  official  act  of  the 
Pbksidbitt,  the  Constitution  requires  an  oath  of  office. 
This  oath  I  am  now  about  to  take,  and  in  your  pre- 


sence ;  that,  if  it  shall  be  found,  during  my  administra- 
tion of  the  Government,  I  have,  in  any  instance,  Ro- 
tated, willingly  or  knowingly,  the  injunction  thereof  I 
may  (besides  incurring  Constitutional  punishment)  be 
suli^ect  to  the  upbraidmgs  of  all  who  are  now  witnesses 
of  the  present  solemn  ceremony." 

Judge  CuBHiNO  then  administered  the  oath  of 
office  required  by  the  Constitution ;  after  which, 
the  President  op  the  Uniteed  States  retired, 
and  the  spectators  dispersed. 

After  acting  upon  several  nominations  received 
from  the  President,  the  Senate  adjourned,  sine 
die. 


PROCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


OF  THE 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

AT  THE  SECOND  SESSION  OF  THE  SECOND  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CITY  OP 

PHILADELPHIA,  NOVEMBER  6,  1792. 


Monday,  November  5, 1792. 

This  being  the  day  appointed  by  law  for  the 
meeting  of  the  present  Congress,  the  following 
members  appeared,  produced  their  credentials, 
and  took  their  seats : 

From  New  Hampshire.  Nicholas  Oilman, 
Samuel  Livermorb,  and  Jeremiah  Smith. 

Prom  Massachusetts,  Fisher  Ames.  Shear- 
JASHUB  Bourne,  Elbridge  Gerrt,  ]Benjamin 
Goodhue,  George  Thatcher,  and  Artemas 
Ward. 

From  Rhode  Island,  George  Leonard,  Benja- 
min Bourne. 

From  Connecticut,  Amasa  Learned,  Jonathan 
Sturoes,  and  Jonathan  Trumbull,  (Speaker.) 

From  Vermont,  Nathaniel  Niles  and  Israel 
Smith. 

From  New  York,  Egbert  Benson,  John  Lau- 
RANGE,  and  Thomas  Tredwell. 

From  New  Jersey,  Euas  Boudinot,  Abraham 
Clark,  and  Jonathan  Dayton. 

From  Pennsylvania,  Thomas  Fitzsimons  and 
Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg. 

From  Maryland,  Philip  Key  and  William 
Vans  Murray. 

From  Virginia,  Willlam  B.  Giles,  Jambs 
Madison,  Andrew  Moore,  Joslah  Farker, 
Abraham  Venablb,  and  Albzandeb  White. 

From  North  Carolina,  Nathanibl  Maoon, 
John  Stbble,  and  Hugh  Williamson. 

From  South  Carolina,  William  Smith,  Tho- 
mas SuMPTER,  and  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker. 

From  Georgia,  Abraham  Baldwin  and  Fran- 
cis Willis. 

A  quormn  of  members  being  present,  a  message 
was  sent  to  the  Senate  to  inform  that  body  thereof. 
And  a  similar  message  was  received  by  the  HousCv 
from  the  Senate ;  and  that  John  Langdon  had 
been  chosen  their  President  pro  tempore, 

A  joint  committee  were  tnen  appointed  to  wait 
on  the  Prbsidbnt  of  the  United  States,  to  inform 
him  that  a  quorum  of  the  two  Houses  is  assem- 
bled, and  ready  to  receive  any  communications  he 
may  think  proper  to  make  them. 

Itesolved,  That  two  Chaplains,  of  different  de- 
nominations, be  appointed  to  Congress,  one  by 
each  House,  to  interchange  weekly. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  appoint  a  Chap- 
lain on  their  part,  when  a  majority  of  votes  ap- 
peared in  favor  of  the  Reverend  Ashbsl  Green. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Governor  of  Cteorsia,  enclosing  a  procla- 
mation and  return  of  the  election  of  John  Mil- 
ledge,  to  serve  as  one  of  the  members  of  this 
House  for  the  said  State,  in  the  room  of  Anthony 
Wayne,  whose  seat  was  declared  vacant ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  of  sundry  merchants  of  the  city  of 
Charleston,  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  was 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that 
Congress  will  pass  a  law  to  restrain  the  proceed- 
infi^s,  and  reduce  the  fees  in  the  Court  of  Admi- 
ralty of  the  United  States  in  the  said  State ;  as, 
also,  to  admit  of  other  security  being  taken,  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Judge  of  the  Court,  in  small 
and  trivial  causes  brought  by  seamen  or  others 
against  vesseb  in  the  merchants'  service. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Mr.  William  Smith,  Mr.  Lauranoe.  and  Mr. 
White,  with  instruction  to  examine  tne  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion 
thereupon,  to  tne  House. 

Mr.  Boudinot,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  notify  him  that  a  quorum  of  the  two 
Houses  is  assembled  and  ready  to  receive  any 
communications  he  may  be  pleased  to  make  to 
them,  rei)orted  that  the  committee  had  performed 
that  service,  and  that  the  President  was  pleased 
to  say,  that  he  would  make  a  communication  to 
both  Houses  of  Congress  to-morrow,  at  twelve 
o'clock,  in  the  Senate  Chamber. 


Tuesday,  November  6. 

Several  other  members,  viz :  from  New  York, 
James  Gordon;  from  Pennsylvania,  John  Wilkbs 
Kittera;  and  from  Virginia,  Samuel  Griffin 
and  John  Page,  appeared  and  took  their  seats  in 
the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  are  now  ready,  in  the  Senate 
Chamber,  to  attend  this  House  in  receiving  the 
communication  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  agreeably  to  his  notification  to 
both  Houses  yesterday. 

The  Speaker,  attended  by  the  members  of  this 
House,  then  witndrew  to  the  Senate  Chamber  for 
the  purpose  expressed  in  the  message  from  the 
Senate;  and,  being  returned,  the  Speaker  laid 
before  the  House  a  copy  of  the  Speech  delivered 
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Defeat  of  General  St.  Clair— Answer  to  the  President.       [November,  1792' 


by  the  PRseiDENT  op  the  United  States  to 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  in  the  Senate  Chamber. 
[A  copy  of  the  Speech  appears  in  the  proceedings 
of  the  Senate.] 

Ordered^  That  the  said  Speech  be  committed 
to  the  consideration  of  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to-morrow. 


WfiONBSDAY  November  7. 

Several  members,  to  wit :  from  New  York  Cor- 
nelius C.  ScHOONMAKER ;  from  New  Jersey, 
Aaron  Kitchell;  from  Pennsylvania,  Daniel 
Heister;  and  from  Virginia,  Richard  Bland 
Lee.  appeared,  and  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

Tne  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  aocom- 
panyine  his  accounts  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures of  the  public  moneys,  from  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1792,  to  the  30th  of  September  followii^,  in- 
clusive ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  he  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  Honse  a  Letter 
from  Mr.  Meredith,  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
enclosing  several  accounts  of  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  money.  Ordered  to  be 
printed  (100  copies)  for  the  use  of  the  members. 

Mr.  QooDHUB  moved  for  a  committee,  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  registering  ships  and  vessels,  and  regu- 
lating those  empk>yed  in  the  coasting  trade. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Goodhue,  Fitzsimons, 
and  Parker,  be  the  committee. 

Mr.  ^errE  presented  a  maoaorial  from  Joseph 
Barnes,  attorney  for  James  Rumsey,  praying  tne 
House  to  take  up  his  former  petition,  respecting 
the  enacting  another  law  for  tne  encouragement 
of  Useful  Arts,  and  complaining  that  the  law  now 
in  force  is  altoffether  insufficient  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  auUiors  and  inTentors  of  machinery, 
^.,  from  the  piracy  and  frauds  of  pretending  im- 
postors.   Read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Message  was  receivied  from  the  President 
OF  tbe  United  States,  communicating  to  the 
House  sundry  documents  referred  to  by  him  in  his 
Address  to  both  Houses  yesterday,  viz :  a  state- 
ment of  the  appropriation  of  the  funds,  certified 
by  the  proper  officers.  A  representation  from  the 
Chief  Justice  and  associate  Justices  of  the  Courts 
of  the  United  States,  complaining  of  the  great 
severity  of  the  duties  imposed  on  them  in  being 
obliged  to  attend  the  Circuit  Courts,  which  occa- 
sioned them  to  spend  a  large  portion  of  their  lives 
in  the  act  of  traveling,  which  ought  not  to  be  ex- 
pected from  men  far  advanced  in  years,  unless  in 
cases  of  great  necessity.  That  they  were  almost 
constantly  forced  to  be  absent  from  their  families 
and  dieir  health  daily  impaired  by  the  fatigue  and 
burden  of  their  office.  And  praying  that  a  modi- 
fication may  speedily  take  place  in  the  Judiciary 
system. 

Another  memorial  was  also  amongst  the  papers 
sent  with  the  President's  Message,  from  the 
Judges  of  the  North  Carolina  district,  containing 
a  detail  of  the  inconreniences  to  whicn  they  were 
Mibjected  by  the  law  respecting  the  claims  of  wi- 
A)ws,  orphans,  and  invalid  pensioners.    Both  of 


those  communications  request  that  Congress  may 
liasten  a  modification  of  the  Judiciary  system  of 
the  United  States,  which,  in  some  instances,  they 
afiirm,  to  be  not  only  burdensome  and  unnecessa- 
rily severe^  but  absolutely  impossible  in  the  exe- 
cution. 

The  next  document  was  the  Constitution  of  the 
State  of  Kentucky. 

The  Clerk  of  the  House  proceeded  to  read  some 
of  the  above-mentioned  papers;  and  finished  that 
respecting  the  appropriation  of  the  funds,  as  ordered 
by  law,  in  the  Department  of  State.  These  were 
what  had  been  cdmmunicated  to  the  President 
by  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  contained  details  of  moneys 
paid  to  the  persons  employed  at  Foreign  Courts, 
dec.,  up  to  the  3d  of  November,  1793,  amounting, 
in  tne  whole  to  $143,500.  These  sums  have  been 
paid  principally  to  Colonel  Huniphreys,  at  Portu- 
gal; Mr.  Gk)verneur  Morris,  at  Farb;  Mr.  Short, 
at  the  Hague;  Mr.  Carmicnael,  at  Madrid;  dbc. 
Mr.  Secretary  Jefferson's  communication  fur- 
ther contains  an  analysis  of  the  expenses  of  the 
Department  of  State,  from  the  1st  of  July,  1790, 
to  the  1st  of  July,  1791,  and  from  thence  to  the  1st 
July,  1792.  During  the  former  period  the  amount 
was  $21,054  61.  The  latter  is  about  23,000.  These 
papers  were  referred  to  a  committee,  and  then 
the  House  proceeded  to  the  other  parts  of  the 
President's  Message,  some  of  whico  being^ofa 
confidential  nature,  me  galleries  were  ordered  to 
be  cleared. 

DEFEAT  OF  GENERAL  ST.  CLAIR. . 

Order^d^  Ttot  ^e  import  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  tne  can^s  of  the  faftute  «f 
the  late  expedidoa  under  Major  C^neral  St.  Olair, 
which  was  made  on  the  8th  day  of  May  last,  be 
referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Steele,  at  this  early  hour  of  the  present 
session,  called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
repoh  which  had  been  brought  in  at  the  close  of 
the  last  session,  by  the  committee  then  -appoints 
to  inquire  into  and  report  on  the  causes  of  the 
defeat  of  the  troops  under  tbe  command  of  Major 
General  St.  Clair,  on  the  4th  of  November,  1791, 
Several  reports  having  been  circulated,  reflecting 
dishonorably  upon  the  conduct  of  that  committee, 
of  which  Mr.  S.  w«is  a  member,  rendered  it  ne- 
c'essary  for  him  to  require  a  speedy  consideration 
of  the  whole  subject,  in  order  to  do  away  the 
prejudices  which  had  probably  taken  i>lace  in  t^ 
minds  of  many  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
For  these  reasons,  he  moved  that  the  said  report 
should  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Ordered^  That  it  be  taken  up  on  this  day  week. 

ANSWER  TO  THE  PRESroENT. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called  for,  Mr.  Lad- 
RANCE  in  the  Chair,)  the  Speech  of  the  President, 
delivered  yesterday  to  Congress,  was  taken  up ; 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina, 
the  following  resolve  was  agreed  to:  "That  a 
committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  and  report  a 
respectful  Address  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  answer  to  his  Speech  delivered 
to  both  Htjuses  of  Congress  at  the  opening  of  the 


673 


HISTORY  OF  CONGUESS. 


674 


NOVBMBER,  1792.] 


Proceedinga, 


H.  OP  R. 


present  session ;  with  assurances,  that  they  would 
take  into  consideration  the  important  matters  there- 
in contained.'^  An  amendment  was  now  moved, 
to  strike  out  the  word  "important;"  but  it  was 
neffatived,  as  being  a  word  of  too  much  importance 
to  be  neglected.  The  resolution  was  carried,  in 
substance,  as  above,  and  the  Committee  rose  and 
reported  it.  The  House  immediately  agreed,  and 
a  committee  of  three — Messrs.  Maoison,  Benson, 
and  Murray — were  appointed  by  the  Speaker 
to  prepare  the  answer  in  conformity  with  the  said 
resolve. 

The  foUowinj^  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

Gmtkmen  of  the  Senatey  and 

of  the  House  of  RepresentaHvtM  ,• 

I  lay  before  you  copies  of  certain  papers  relative  to 
the  dpaniih  interferemce  in  the  execution  of  the  treaty 
enteved  int^  in  the  year  1790,  between  the  Unitod  States 
and  the  Creek  nation  of  Indkou,  together  with  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  on  the  same  subject. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

UwrtED  States,  November  7,  1798. 

The  papers  acco^lpanying  the  said  Message 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  two  Letters 
from  Thomas  Barclay,  Consul  of  the  United  States 
at  the  Court  of  Morocco.,  one  dated  the  28th  of 
May^  the  other  the  17th  of  Jul^,  1792,  enclosing 
petitions  from  Richard  O'Brien,  in  behalf  of  him- 
self and  other  citizens  of  the  United  States,  now 
in  c^>tivity  at  Algiers,  stating  the  peculiar  hard- 
ships they  have  undergone  during  the  time  they 
have  been  kept  in  slavery,  and  praying  that  Con- 
gress will  consider  their  distressed  situation,  and 
take  such  measures  for  their  releasement,  as  to 
their  wisdom  shall  seem  meet 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letters  and  petitions 
be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  for  inform- 
ation. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  the 
following  papers,  to  wit ; 

"  1st  A  statement  of  the  measures  taken,  and  the 
overtures  made,  to  {nrocune  a  peace  with  the  Indians 
Northwest  of  the  Ohio/' 

'*2d.  Information  received  relatively  to  the  paciHc 
overtures  and  the  disposition  of  the  Indians  Nor&iwest 
of  the  Ohio." 

*<  3d.  A  statement  of  the  measures  which  have  been 
taken  to  conciliate  and  quiet  the  Southern  Indians." 

**  4di.  Information  received  relatively  to  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  Southern  Indians,  and  the  causes  of  the  hos- 
tilities of  part  of  the  Gherokees  and  Creeks." 

**6di.  A  statement  of  the  troops  in  the  service  of  tiie 
United  States." 

The  said  Letter  and  statements  were  partially 
read. 


Thursday,  November  8. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Connecti- 
cut, James  Hillhouse;  from  Pennsylvania,  Wil- 
liam Findlby  and  Israel  Jacobs;  and  from  Ken- 
tucky, Alexander  D.  Orr,  appeared,  and  took 
their  seats  in  the  House. 


The  petition  of  James  Warrington,  attorney  in 
fact  of  Joseph  Blachford,  surviving  partner  of 
Harris  &  Blachford,  late  of  Charleston,  in  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,  was  presented,  praying 
that  the  sum  of  seven  thousand  and  fifty-two  dol- 
lars and  eighty-three-ninetieths  of  a  dollar,  with 
the  interest  thereon,  which  is  due  from  the  United 
States  to  the  estate  of  John  Banks,  deceased,  may 
be  applied  to  the  discharge  of  a  claim  of  the  pe- 
titioner's constituents  against  the  estate  of  the  late 
General  Greene,  on  account  of  his  security  to 
them  in  behalf  of  the  said  Banks,  on  a  contract  to 
supply  the  late  Southern  Army  with  provisions ; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  memorial  from  Messrs.  Joseph  and  Woodrop 
Sims,  merchants  in  Philadelphia  was  read,  declar- 
ing that  the  ship  Two  Brothers^  with  a  cargo  of 
salt,  wines,  &c.,  bound  from  Cadiz  to  Philadelphia, 
had  been,  some  time  ago,  driven  into  New  York  by 
stress  of  weather ;  that  they  had  directed  their 
agent  there  (Mr.  Seaton)  to  dispose  of  the  cargo, 
but,  on  being  afterwards  informed  that  it  would 
not  bring  prime  cost,  they  countermanded  their 
orders,  and  the  ship  was  coming  round  to  Phila- 
delphia without  having  broke  brnk,  but  was  wreck- 
ed off  Egg  Harbor ;  that  the  duties  had  been  bond- 
ed at  New  York  when  the  ship  entered  there, 
and  the  Collector  had  informed  them  he  could  not 
relinquish  his  demand  for  the  whole  of  said  du- 
ties ;  that  there  was  no  part  of  the  property  saved 
except  five  casks  and  one  quarter-cask  of  wine, 
and  some  part  of  the  rigging ;  that  said  five  and  a 
quarter  casks  were  dul^  gauged  and  the  duty  paid 
in  Philadelphia ;  and,  finally,  praying  to  be  reliev- 
ed from  the  payment  of  tne  duties  secured  at 
New  York  on  a  cargo  which  never  came  into  their 
possession — this  either  by  a  general  or  special  law 
of  Congress.    Ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  brought  in  a.  re- 
port from  the  committee  appointed  on  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  merchants  of  Charleston,  against 
the  law  for  regulating  the  fees  in  the  Court  of 
Admiralty  of  the  United  States,  d^. ;  that  it  was 
the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  said  law  should 
be  repealed,  and  another  act  passed  to  regulate 
said  fees  and  to  empower  the  Judges  to  take  bail , 
in  trivial  cases  brought  by  seamen  in  the  mer- 
chants' service,  not  exceemng  five  hundred  dol- 
jars ;  which  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Joseph  Barnes, 
attorney  in  fact  for  James  Rumsey,  which  lay  on 
the  table,  be  referred  to  Mr.  Wiluamson,  Mr. 
Sturoeb.  ^nd  Mr.  Lee  ;  that  they  do  examine  the 
matter  tnereof,  and  report  the.  same,  with  their 
opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Hpuse. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  communicating  in- 
formation that,  on  the  27th  of  September  last^ 
Brigadier  Greneral  Putnam  concluded  a  Treaty  of 
Peace,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  with  the 
Wab^h  and  Illinois  Indians,  consisting  of  the 
several  tribes  of  Eel  River,  Ouittananons,  Potta- 
watomies  of  the  Illinois  river,  Musquitons.  Kicka- 
poos  of  the  Wabash,  Piankeshaws,  Kaskaskias, 
and  Peorians. 
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The  Clerk  proceeded  to  read  the  Speeches  de- 
livered to  the  Indians  by  Brigadier  General  Put- 
nam.   That  which  he  spoke  to  the  Miamis^  &c., 
informed  them  that  the  Great  Chief  of  the  United 
States  had  sent  a  Speech  some  time  ago,  as  well 
as  one  from  himself,  inviting  those  tribes  to  peace, 
and  to  recommend  it  to  their  neighbors,  at  the 
same  time  observing,  that  a  treaty  had  been  con- 
cluded with  the  Wabash  Indians,  and  the  hatchet 
everlastingly  buried.   "  Brothers."  said  he,  "  if  you 
will  hear  me,  and  not  listen  to  tne  singing  of  the 
birds,  carried  to  your  ears  by  those  who  would 
ruin  and  destroy  you,  open  your  ears  to  my 
message.    My  wish  is  to  see  you  all  happy,  and 
that  your  women  and  children  may  lie  down  in 
peace,  and  your  young  men  and  hunters  live  in 
narmony  with  the  United  States.    The  United 
States  never  intended  to  wrong  you  out  of  any  of 
your  lands.    Send  some  of  your  wise  men  to  meet 
us,  who  can  see  and  hear  the  truth,  and  who  will 
consider  your  interest  well.    The  road  to  happi- 
ness and  peace  is  open  to  you.    Arise !  come  and 
see  me.  and  let  us  ^ake  hands  with  one  another." 
To  tne  Delawares  General  Putnam  also  made 
a  Speech,  wherein  he  expresses  sentiments,  in  sub- 
stance, as  follows :  "  I  have  lived  with  you  many 
years.    The  Great  Chief  of  the  United  States  is 
a  good  man.    Listen  to  his  words^  which  he  sends 
by  me  to  you  for  your  good.    Many  things  have 
happened  which  were  forced  to  be  left  in  the  dark, 
but  they  will  all  come  to  light,  if  you  will  come 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Muskingum  and  hear  what 
we  have  to  say  to  your  people." 

Another  Speech  of  the  General's,  to  a  different 
tribe,  offers  them  peace,  and  requests  them  to  send 
a  Speech  to  their  brotners,  desiring  them  not  to 
■  stop  their  ears,  but  to  take  the  straight  road  to 
happiness,  which  is  now  laid  open  to  them.  "  The 
Great  Spirit,"  said  he,  ^^  I  hope  may  succeed  in 
bringing  about  a  lasting  peace,  if  your  people  are 
as  willing  as  our  Great  Chief  to  brighten  the 
chain  of  friendship.  If  you  will  come  to  Phila- 
delphia^  I  will  provide  for  your  accommodation 
on  the  journey,  and  I  request  your  answer." 

After  reading  the  above-mentioned  papers,  the 
House  took  up  a  memorial  presented  by  Commo- 
dore John  Hazlewood,  respecting  services  and  losses 
performed  and  sustained  by  him  during  the  war.  and 
reauiring  relief,  dtc.  Read  and  laid  on  the  taole. 
Mr.  Lee  moved  that  the  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  made  to  the  House  last  session, 
respecting  lost  or  destroyed  certificates,  be  taken 
up  m  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Ordered,  That  said  Report  be  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  next  Monday  week. 

Ordered,  That  the  Letter  and  representation 
from  the  Chief  Justice  and  Associate  Judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  stating 
the  dimculties  and  inconveniences  which  attend 
the  discharge  of  their  duties,  according  to  the  pre- 
sent Judiciary  system,  referred  to  in  the  Presi- 
dent's Message  of  yesterday,  be  committed  to  Mr. 
LivERMORB,  Mr.  Benson,  Mr.  Kittera,  Mr.  Ve- 
NABLE,  and  Mr.  William  Smith,  with  instruction 
to  examine  the  same,  and  report  their  opinion 
thereupon  to  the  House. 


Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  for  the  regulation 
of  pilots,  and  the  superintendence  of  light-houses, 
beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers  throughout  the 
United  States ;  and  that  Mr.  Fitzsimons,  Mr.  Par- 
ker, and  Mr.  Williamson,  be  the  said  committee. 

The  House  resumed  the  reading  of  the  papers 
communicated  yesterday  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
relative  to  the  Indians  Northwest  and  South  of  the 
river  Ohio,  and  to  the  troops  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  made  a  farther  progress  therein. 


Friday,  November  9. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  Christopher  Grbbh- 
up,  from  Kentucky^  appeared,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, and  took  nis  seat  in  tne  House. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
OP  the  United  States,  transmitting  sundry  com- 
munications from  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  con- 
taining a  correspondence  between  himself  and  the 
Grovernor  of  North  Carolina,  respecting  the  bound- 
ary line  between  the  State  of  Virginia  an4  the 
territory  South  of  the  river  Ohio.  These  papers 
contain  details  of  the  situation  of  the  unsettled 
boundaries  extending  toward  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  a  description  of  the  difference  between 
Walker's  and  Henderson's  lines,  which  are  at  some 
places  three  miles  asunder ;  and  in  this  space  there 
are  upwards  of  a  hundred  families  which  may  be 
claimed  by  either  State,  or  they  need  acknowledge 
neither. 

Thi9  subject  *was  referred  to  Messrs.  Boudihot, 
Williamson,  and  Page. 

Mr.  Madison,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  an  Address  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  in  answer  to  his  Speech  to  both 
Houses  of  Congress ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  ot  the  Whole 
House  to-morrow. 


THE  PRESIDENT'S  SPEECH. 

Mr.  Murray  called  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  that  part  of  the  President's  Speech  which  re- 
spects tne  transmission  of  newspapers  throughout 
the  different  parts  of  the  Union.  He  observed, 
that  it  had  been  in  contemplation  to  qualify  the 
Post  Office  law  by  a  supplement,  at  the  close  of 
the  last  session  ;  but,  from  the  multiplicity  of  busi- 
ness crowding  in  at  that  time,  the  measure  was 
relinquished.  The  same  reasons  could  not  ope- 
rate m  the  present  session,  for  the  subject  was  par- 
ticularly mentioned  by  the  President,  and  ouffht 
to  be  referred  to  a  committee  as  well  as  any  other 
division  of  his  communicaticMis.  For  these  rea- 
sons, Mr.  M.  moved  for  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee ;  but,  before  any  order  could  be  taken  on 
this  motion,  a  member  called  for  the  reading  of 
the  confidential  papers  from  the  War  Department, 
and  the  Speaker  ordered  the  galleries  to  be 
cleared. 


Saturday,  November  10. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  Peter  Sylvester, 
from  New  York,  and  Thomas  Hartley,  from 
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Pennsylvania,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats  in 
the  House. 

ADDRESS  TO  THE  PRESIDENT. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  Address  to  the  Presi- 
dent OP  THE  United  States,  in  answer  to  his 
Speech  to  hoth  Houses  of  Congress ;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Speaker  resumed  the 
Chair,  and  Mr.  Laurance  reported  that  the  Com- 
mittee had  had  the  said  Address  under  considera- 
tion, and  made  several  amendments  thereto;  which 
wfere  severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

And  then  the  said  Address,  as  amended,  being 
again  read,  was,  on  the  question  put  thereon, 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

*<  Sib  :  The  House  of  Repreaentathres,  who  always 
feel  a  sads&ction  in  meeting  you,  are  much  concerned 
that  the  occasion  for  mutual  felicitation  affi>Tded  by  the 
ckcumstances  fiivorable  to  the  national  prosperity  should 
be  abated  by  a  continuance  of  the  hostile  spirit  of  many 
of  the  Indian  tribes,  and,  particularly,  that  the  reiterated 
efforts  for  effecting  a  general  paofication  with  them 
should  have  issued  in  new  proofi  of  their  persevering 
'  enmity,  and  the  barbarous  sacrifice  of  citizens,  who,  as 
the  messengers  of  peace,  were  distinguishing  themselves 
by  their  zeal  for  the  public  service.  In  our  deliberations 
on  this  important  department  of  our  affiilrs,  we  shall  be 
disposed  to  pursue  every  measure  that  may  be  dictated 
by  the  sincerest  desire,  on  one  hand,  of  cultivating  peace, 
and  manifesting,  by  eveiy  practicable  regulation,  our 
benevolent  regard  for  the  welfere  of  those  misgnided 
people ;  and  by  the  duty  we  feel,  on  the  other,  to  pro- 
vide efiectually  for  the  sidfoty  and  protection  of  our  fel- 
low-citizens. 

*<  While  with  regret  we  learn  that  symptoms  of  opposi- 
tion to  the  law  imposing  duties  on  irouits  distilled  within 
Uie  United  States,  have  manifested  themselves,  we  re- 
flect with  consolation,  that  they  are  confined  to  a  small 
portion  of  our  fellow-citizens.    It  is  not  more  essential 
to  the  preservation  of  true  liberty,  that  a  Government 
should  be  always  rea^  to  listen  to  the  representations 
of  its  constituents,  and  to  accommodate  its  measures  to 
the  sentiments  and  wishes  of  every  part  of  them,  as  &r 
as  will  amsist  with  the  good  of  the  whole,  than  it  is, 
that  the  just  authority  of  the  laws  should  be  steadfestly 
maintained.     Under  this  impression,  eveiy  Department 
of  the  Government,  and  all  good  citizens,  must  approve 
the  measures  you  have  taken,  and  the  purpose  you  have 
formed,  to  execute  this'  part  of  your  trust  with  firmness 
and  energy  ;  and  be  assured,  sir,  of  every  constitutional 
aid  and  co-operation,  whidi  may  become  requirite  on 
our  part.    And  we  hope  that,  while  the  progress  of  con- 
tentment under  the  law  in  question,  is  as  obvious  as  it 
is  rational,  no  jiarticular  part  of  the  community  may  be 
permitted  to  withdraw  from  the  general  burdens  of  the 
country,  by  a  conduct  as  irreconcilable  to  national  jus- 
tice, as  it  is  inconsistent  with  public  decency. 

**  The  productive  state  of  the  Public  Revenue,  and  the 
confirmation  of  the  credit  of  the  United  States  abroad, 
evinced  by  the  loans  at  Antwerp  and  Amsterdam,  are 
communications  the  more  gratifying,  as  thev  enforce 
the  obligation  to  enter  on  systematic  and  eflwctual  ar- 
rangements for  discharging  the  Public  Debt,  as  fest  as 
the  conditions  of  it  will  permit ;  and  we  take  pleasure 
in  the  opportunity  to  assure  you  of  our  entne  concur- 
rence in  the  opinion,  that  no  measure  can  be  more  de- 
sirable, whether  viewed  widi  an  eye  to  the  urgent  wish 


of  the  community,  or  the  intrinsic  importance  of  pro- 
moting so  happy  a  change  in  our  situation.  , 

**  The  adoption  of  a  Constitution  for  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky, is  an  event  on  which  we  join  in  all  the  satisfec* 
tion  you  have  expressed.  It  may  be  considered  as  par- 
ticulariy  interesting,  since,  besides  the  immediate  bene- 
fits resulting  from  it,  it  is  another  auspicious  demon- 
stration of  Uie  fecilitjr  and  success  with  which  an  en- 
lightened people  is  capable  of  providing,  by  firee  and 
deliberate  plans  of  Government,  for  their  own  safety 
and  happiness. 

<*The  operation  of  the  law  establishing  the  Post  Office, 
as  it  relates  to  the  transmission  of  newspapers,  will 
merit  our  particular  inquiry  and  attention,  the  circula- 
tion of  pohtical  intelligence  through  these  vehicles  being 
justly  reckoned  among  the  surest  means  of  preventing 
the  degeneracy  of  a  free  Government,  as  well  as  of  re- 
commending every  salutaiy  public  measure  to  the  con- 
fidence and  co-operation  of  all  virtuous  citizens. 

**  The  several  other  matters  which  you  have  commu- 
nicated and  recommended,  will,  in  their  order,  receive 
the  attention  due  to  them,  and  our  discussions  will,  in 
all  cases,  wp  trust,  be  guided  by  a  proper  respect  for 
harmony  and  stability  in  the  puWc  Councils,  and  a  de- 
sire to  conciliate,  more  and  more,  the  attachment  of  our 
constituents  to  the  Constitution,  by  measures  accommo- 
dated to  the  true  ends  for  which  it  was  established." 

Resolved,  That  the  Speaker,  attended  by  the 
House,  do  present  the  said  Address,  and  that  Mr. 
Madison,  Mr.  Bbmson,  and  Mr.  Murray,  be  a 
committee  to  wait  on  the  President,  to  know 
when  and  where  it  will  be  convenient  for  him  to 
receive  the  same. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  the  merchants  of  the  city  of  Charleston,  in 
South  Carolina.    Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by 
law,  to  reffulate  the  fees  of  the  several  District 
Courts  of  Uie  United  States,  in  all  cases  of  Admi- 
ralty proceedings ;  and  that  so  much  of  the  act  for 
the  regulation  of  seamen  in  the  merchants'  ser- 
vice, as  makes  ships  or  vessels  and  their  appurte- 
nances liable  to  seizure  and  detention,  for  actions 
of  trivial  amount,  be  repealed ;  and  that,  in  future, 
a  DOwer  be  vested  in  the  District  Judge,  to  accept 
pfother  sufficient  security,  in  cases  where  the  sum 
in  dispute  shall  not  exceed  — -  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  William 
Smith,  Mr.  Laurance,  and  Mr.  White,  do  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Madison,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  President  op  the  United  States, 
to  know  when  and  where  it  will  be  convenient 
for  him  to  receive  the  Address  of  this  House,  in 
answer  to  his  Speech  to  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
reported  that  die  committee  had  waited  on  the 
President,  who  signified  to  them  that  it  would 
be  convenient  to  him  to  receive  the  said  Address 
at  12  o'clock  on  Monday  next,  at  his  own  house. 


Monday,  November  12. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  John  Baptist  Ashe, 
from  North  Carolina,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat 
in  the  House. 
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The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  {he  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  covering  a 
statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  pub- 
lic moneys,  to  the  end  of  the  year  1791 ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

ADDRESS  TO  THE  PRESIDENT. 

The  Speaker,  attended  by  the  House,  then 
withdrew  to  the  house  of  the  PnESinBNT  op  the 
UNiTBn  States,  and  there  presented  to  him  the 
Addresis  of  this  House,  in  answer  to  his  Speech  to 
both  Houses  of  Congress ;  to  which  the  President 
made  the  following  reply : 

"  Gektlemzk  :  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  express  to  you 
the  satis&ction  which  your  Address  affords  me.  I  feel, 
as  I  ought,  the  approbation  you  manifest  of  the  mea- 
sures I  have  taken,  and  the  purpose  I  have  formed,  to 
maintain,  pursuant  to  the  trust  reposed  in  me  by  the 
Constitution,  the  respect  which  is  due  to  the  laws ;  and 
the  assurance  which  you#  at  the  same  time,  give  me,  of 
every  constitutional  aid  and  co-operation  that  may  be- 
come requisite,  on  your  part. 

<*  This  is  a  new  proof  of  that  enlightened  solicitude 
for  the  establishment  and  confirmation  of  public  order, 
which,  embracing  a  zealous  regard  for  the  principles  of 
true  liberty,  has  guided  the  deliberations  of  the  House 
of  Representatives ;  a  perseverance  in  which  can  alone 
secure,  under  the  Divine  blessing,  the  real  and  perma- 
nent folidty  of  our  common  country. 

"  G.  WA8HINOTON.'' 

The  House,  having  returned  to  their  Chamber, 
resumed  the  reading  of  the  papers  communicated 
by  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  Wednesday  last,  re- 
lative to  the  Indians  Northwest  and  South  of  the 
river  Ohio,  and  to  the  troops  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  made  a  farther  progress  therein. 

Tuesday,  November  13. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  Robert  Barn- 
well and  Daniel  Hdoer,  from  South  Carolina, 
appeared,  and  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Message  from  the  PREsrosNT  of 
the  United  States,  of  the  9th  instant,  together 
with  sundry  papers  on  the  subject  of  the  ooundary^ 
line  between  the  State  of  Virginia  and  the  Tern- 
tory  of  the  United  States  South  of  the  Ohio,  made 
a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

DEFEAT  OF  GENERAL  ST.  CLAIR. 

On  a  motion  made  abd  seconded,  that  the  House 
do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

**Iiesokedy  That  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury  and 
the  Secretary  of  War  be  notified  that  this  House  in- 
tend, on  Wednesday  next,  to  take  into  consideration 
the  Repoit  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  causes  of  the  failure  of  the  late  expedition  under 
General  St.  Clair,  to  the  end  that  they  may.attend  the 
House,  and  fiunish  such  in^mnation  as  may  be  condu* 
dve  to  the  due  investigation  of  the  matters  stated  in  the 
said  report :" 

Mr.  Williamson  moved  to  strike  out  the  latter 
part  of  the  resolution,  which  respected  the  attend- 
ance of  the  Secretaries  on  the  House.  This  mo- 
tion, if  carried,  leaves  the  resolution  a  simple 


proposition  to  inform  those  officers  that  the  House 
were,  on  Wednesday,  to  take  the  Report  on  the 
failure  of  Greneral  St.  Clair's  expedition  into  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Venable  objected  generally  to  the  resolu- 
tion, as  inconsistent  with  the  dignity  of  the  House. 
He  doubted  the  propriety  of  the  measure  alto- 
gether. The  gentlemen  ajre  not  impeached,  and 
therefore  the  House  has  no  right  to  cite  them  to 
make  their  appearance ;  and,  with  respect  to  in- 
formation^he  House  can  command  such  from  the 
Heads  of  Departments  as  they  may  see  proper  to 
require.  He  was  at  a  loss  in  attempting  to  inves- 
tigate the  object  of  the  resolution.  He  could  see 
no  purpose  that  it  would  answer,  which  could  not 
as  well  be  obtained  without  it. 

Mr.  White  offered  several  objections  to  the 
resolution,  of  a  similar  import  with  the  above. 

Mr.  Dayton  su||ported  the  motion  by  a  few  re- 
marks, stating  the  importance  of  that  information 
which  those  gentlemen  alone  could  give.  He  ad- 
verted to  the  report  of  the  committee,  which  he 
observed  had  exculpated  the  commanding  General 
on  that  expedition,  whereas  he  was  of  opinion 
that  the  failure  was  owing  to  the  misconduct  of 
that  gentleman. 

Mr.  Tucker  objected  to  the  resolution.  He 
preferred  the  mode  of  requiring  that  informatioii 
which  the  House  might  thmk  necessary,  in 
writing. 

Mr.  Madison  objected  to  the  motion  on  consti- 
tutional grounds,  and  as  being  contrary  to  the 
practice  of  the  House.  He  had  not,  he  said, 
thoroughly  revolved  the  matter  in  his  own  mind, 
and  therefore  was  not  prepared  to  state  fblly  the 
effects  which  would  result  from  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution ;  but  he  would  hazard  thus  much, 
that  it  would  form  an  innovation  in  the  mode  of 
conducting  the  business  of  this  House,  and  intro- 
duce a  precedent  which  would  lead  to  perplexing 
and  embarrassing  consequences ;  as  it  involved  a 
conclusion,  in  respect  to  the  principles  of  the  Go- 
vernment, which  at  an  earlier  day  would  have 
been  revolted  from.  He  was  decidedly  in  favor 
of  written  information. 

Mr.  Clabk  was  opposed  to  the  resolution ;  as  a 
member  of  the  committee  who  made  the  report, 
he  had  no  apprehension ;  with  respect  to  infonna- 
tion,  the  report  and  the  vouchers  are  befons  the 
House ;  and  such  further  inquiry  may  be  made  of 
the  proper  officers  as  the  House  may  think  ne- 
cessary. 

Mr.  Ames  supported  the  resolution.  He  noticed 
the  impressions  which  the  failure  of  the  late  ex- 
pedition had  made  on  the  public  mind.  Charac- 
ters had  suffered  in  the  general  estimation.  It 
was  of  the  utmost  importance  that  a  thorough  in- 
vestigation should  take  place,  that  if  the  failure  of 
the  expedition  was  a  mere  casualty,  and  the  for- 
tune of  war,  it  might  be  made  to  appear :  on  if  it 
was  owing  to  misconduct,  the  blame  might  fall  on 
the  proper  subjects.  The  mode  suggested  to  ob- 
tain information  appeared  to  him  the  best  that 
could  be  adopted — the  most  adequate  to  the  ob- 
ject. It  was  due  to  justice,  to  truth,  and  to  the 
national  honor,  to  take  effectual  measures  to  in* 
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Testigatte  the  business  thoroughly.  This  inquiry 
appears  to  be  the  beginning  of  an  arrangement 
preparatory  to  an  impeachment;  on  whom  this 
will  falL  he  should  not  presume  to  say ;  but  still  it 
places  the  subject  in  an  important  pomt  of  view, 
and  shows,  in  the  strongest  manner,  the  necessity 
of  adopting  the  best  possible  mode  of  ascertaining 
the  real  state  of  facts.  This,  he  conceived,  could 
not  be  done  so  effectually  as  by  the  mode  proposed 
in  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Giles  objected  to  the  resolution.  He  pre- 
ferred a  thorough  discussion  of  the  report,  in  the 
first  place,  and  a  comparison  of  the  vouchers  with 
the  report ;  and  if  in  the  issue,  it  should  appear 
necessary  to  call  for  information  from  these  offi- 
cers, it  could  then  be  done ;  but,  in  the  present 
state  of  the  business,  to  adopt  the  resolution  would 
place  the  committee  in  a  very  disa^eeable  situation. 

Mr.  Lauhance  observed  that  tne  committee,  in 
their  report,  say  that,  for  want  of  time^  they  had 
not  been  able  to  complete  it  \  it  is^  then,  apparent 
from  the  report  itself  that  it  is  immature.  He 
stated  several  particulars  in  the  report  which  were 
incomplete,  and  from  hence  inferred  that  there 
was  material  information  to  be  received  previous 
to  being  able  to  form  a  competent  judgment  on 
the  matter.  He  observed  that,  as  the  informa- 
tion must  be  had,  he  saw  no  necessity  of  post- 
poning the  attendance  of  those  officers  in  the  first 
mstance. 

Mr.  Madison,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Ames's  remark, 
that  the  best  possible  mode  ou^ht  to  be  adopted,  ob- 
served, that  there  seemed  to  be  difiierent  ideas  en- 
tertained by  the  difi'erent  advocates  of  the  resolu- 
tion ;  one  seemed  to  implicate  the  officers  alluded 
to  as  parties  concerned ;  another  appeared  to  con- 
sider them  merely  as  witnesses.  For  his  part^  he 
thought  there  was  no  other  way  of  proceeding, 
but  that  of  adopting  one  or  the  other  of  these 
alternatives :  either  to  take  up  the  report  and  dis- 
cuss its  merits,  or  for  the  House  to  begin  the 
inquiry  themselves,  de  twvo. 

Mr.  Livermore  objected  to  the  resolution.  He 
could  not  see  any  advantage  which  would  result 
from  adopting  it.  He  thought  the  causes  of  the 
failure  of  the  expedition  were  sufficiently  obvious, 
without  criminating  any  body.  He  adyerted  to 
these  causes — they  were  the  rawness  of  the  troops, 
and  the  superiority  of  the  Indians  as  marksmen. 
On  these  points,  he  could  not  see  what  informa- 
tion cooW  be  derived  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  He  thought  that  the  Legislature  had 
gone  too  far  already,  and  that  no  satisraction  would 
result  from  further  proceedings,  but  that  the  sub- 
ject would  appear  more  and  more  involved. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT,  after  statins  sundry  particulars 
relative  to  the  state  of  the  puolic  mind  at  the  time 
o!  the  report,  adverted  to  several  parts  of  it  which 
appear  to  criminate  particular  persons,  some  of 
whom  were  absent  at  the  time  of  the  investigation 
on  which  the  report  is  founded.  He  therefore 
urged  the  necessity  of  receiving  from  the  Heads 
of  the  Departments  that  information  which  was 
requisite  to  throw  light  on  several  parts  of  the 
report,  and  that  this  ought  to  be  done  previous  to 
taking  the  report  into  consideration. 
2d  Con— 23 


Mr.  FiTZSiMONS  said  he  should  vote  against  the 
resolution.  He  did  not  think  this  the  proper  time 
to  call  for  the  information  alluded  to;  nor  the 
mode  proposed  a  proper  one.  Some  remarks  have 
been  made  on  the  report,  though  it  is  not  before 
the  House;  to  these  he  shomd  not  particularly 
reply,  but  would  only  observe,  that  no  person  had 
applied  to  the  House  for  redress  of  any  supposed 
injury  received  by  the  report.  It  has  been  said 
th^at  the  inquiry  ought  to  have  been  a  military 
one ;  but  it  was  well  known  that  it  was  impossible 
to  institute  such  an  inquiry  by  reason  of  the  want 
of  officers.  He  then  gave  a  sketch  of  the  mode  of 
proceeding  adopted  bv  the  committee  in  conduct- 
ing the  inquiry,  to  snow  that  they  had  availed 
themselves  of  every  means  of  information  within 
their  power. 

Mr.  Williamson  said  he  had  moved  to  strike 
out  the  latter  part  of  the  resolution,  but  he  was 
equally  opposed  to  the  whole  of  it ;  and  since  he 
had  heard  the  remarks  of  several  gentlemen,  on 
both  sides  of  the  House,  he  was  clearly  of  opinion 
that  the  best  wav  was  to  dispose  of  it  altogether, 
and  to  let  the  subject  proceed  in  the  course  which 
it  had  already  taken. 

Mr.  Giles  observed,  that  he  thought  there  was 
less  delicacy  observed  on  this  occasion,  in  respect 
to  the  committee,  than  was  usual  in  tnis  House. 
With  respect  to  the  report,  the  vouchers  on  which 
every  assertion  is  foimded  are  before  the  House. 
As  to  the  incompleteness  of  the  report,  it  is  an  im-r 
material  object ;  the  few  blanks  it  contains  are 
occasioned  oy  the  want  of  time  to  examine  the 
voluminous  papers  necessary  to  be  examined,  in 
order  to  ascertain  some  of  the  facts — facts  not  in 
themselves  of  the  first  importance.  He  observed, 
that  he  had  not  the  smallest  objection  to  the  full- 
est investijgation  of  the  subject ;  he  was  in  favor 
of  all  the  information  that  could  be  possibly  ob- 
tained; he  objected  not  only  to  the  mode  now 
contended  for,  which  he  thou£fht  not  only  liable 
to  all  the  objections  which  had  been  made,  but  to 
many  others  which  might  be  offered. 

Mr.  Dayton  observed,  that  he  was  one  of  those 
who  were  not  satisfied  with  the  report ;  he  did  not 
think  the  conclusion  which  exculpated  the  com- 
manding officer  could  be  supported  by  the  report 
itself.  He  adverted  to  several  facts  stated  in  it, 
which  showed  that  the  commander  must  have 
been  highly  culpable ;  he  instanced  the  slowness 
of  his  movements,  the  dilatoriness  in  constructing 
forts,  and  his  being  surprised  bv  the  enemy.  He 
thought  that  the  remarks  which  had  fallen  from 
gentlemen,  on  what  he  had  said,  were  illiberal,  as 
they  had  virtually  impeached  his  candor^  when 
he  was  not  conscious  of^deviating  from  its  dictates. 
It  was  not  his  intention  to  have  touched  on  the 
merits  of  the  report,  but  he  had  been  impelled  to 
do  it  from  the  turn  the  debate  Jiad  taken. 

Mr.  Gerry  was  in  favor  of  the  resolution.  He 
enlarged  on  the  magnitude  of  the  object  of  inves- 
tigation, and  insisted  that  it  was  the  indispensable 
duty  of  the  House  thoroughly  to  probe  the  sub- 
ject to  the  bottom,  that  if  anjr  persons  have  been 
to  blame  they  may  suffer,  or  if  the  event  which 
has  taken  place,  by  which  the  national  character 
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has  suffered,  and  so  severe  and  unproductive  an 
expense  has  been  incurred,  amounting  probably  to 
one  million  dollars,  has  been  owing  to  circum- 
stances which  could  not  be  avoided  or  controlled, 
the  public  may  receive  satisfaction  as  to  the  whole 
matter. 

Mr.  Page  objected  to  the  resolution,  particu- 
larly to  the  precedent  it  would  establish;  but,  at 
the  same  time,  he  was  in  favor  of  the  fullest  in- 

Suiry  the  subject  was  susceptible  of.    He  said, 
ie  mode  proposed  would  operate  to  clog  the  free- 
dom of  inquiry,  and  the  freedom  of  debate. 

Mr.  Ames,  adverting  to  the  spirit  of  the  report, 
pointed  out  the  pecmiar  situation  of  the  two 
Secretaries,  and  that  they  did  not  stand  on  the 
same  ground  with  other  persons  who  are  not  so 
intimately  implicated  in  the  matter.  He  alluded 
to  the  various  objections  which  had  been  urged 
from  precedent,  from  the  fullness  of  the  investiga- 
tion which  the  subject  had  undergone  in  the  hands i 
of  the  Committee,  and  from  the  remark  by  Mr. 
LivERMORE,  that  sufficient  had  already  been  done. 
To  this  last  objection  he  particularly  replied^  by 
saying  that  the  public  wanted  further  satisfaction, 
and  that  the  House  could  not  justify  themselves 
to  their  constituents  without  a  stricter  and  fuller 
investigation,  that  the  whole  of  the  facts  might  be 
laid  before  them. 

Mr.  Mauison  said,  the  mode  now  poposed  in- 
volved a  dereliction  of  the  only  practicahle  mode 
of  transacting  public  business ;  and  that,  however 
imperfect  that  mode  might  be,  still  he  believed 
that  it  v(ras  the  only  one  that  had  received  the 
sanction  of  experience  and  utility.  He  therefore 
hoped  that  the  resolution  would  be  rejected,  and 
the  mode  already  adopted  persevered  m,  and  the 
necessary  information  called  for  in  writing,  from 
every  person  in  anywise  interested  or  competent 
to  give  it. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  supported  the  resolution.  He 
showed  by  the  report  itself,  and  from  the  reason- 
ing used  oy  fi;entlemen  in  opposition  to  the  reso- 
lution, that  the  two  Secretaries  were  implicated 
in  the  causes  of  the  failure  of  the  expedition ;  from 
hence,  he  inferred  the  justice  and  propriety  of 
giving  them  an  opportunity  of  exculpating  them- 
selves. 

Mr.  Gerry  expressed  surprise  at  the  apprehen- 
sion which  some  gentlemen  appear  to  entertain  of 
the  measure  of  introducing  the  Heads  of  Depart- 
ments into  the  House ;  for  his  part  he  had  no  such 
apprehensions.  The  Secretary  will  attend  at  the 
orders  of  the  House  merely  to  give  such  informa- 
tion as  may  be  required,  and  not  as  members  or 
ministers,  to  influence  and  govern  the  determina- 
tions of  the  House. 

Mr.  Venable  objected  further  to  the  resolution; 
he  urged  the  impropriety  of  any  of  the  Heads  of 
Departments  coming  forward,  and  attempting  in 
anv  way  to  influence  the  deliberations  of  the  Le- 
gislature. 

Mr.  Laurance  replied  to  Mr.  Venable  ;  he  ob- 
served that  the  gentleman  appeared  to  mistake 
the  object  of  the  resolution ;  it  was  not  contem- 
plated that  either  of  the  Secretaries  should  appear 
on  the  floor  of  the  House  to  influence,  in  any  de- 


gree, its  decisions ;  they  are  to  be  called  on  merely 
for  information. 

Mr.  Murray  objected  to  the  resolution.  The 
report,  he  observed^  is  made  to  the  House ;  if  in 
the  course  of  its  discussion  any  further  light  or 
information  should  be  deemed  necessary,  it  may 
then  be  called  for,  and  in  that  mode  which  shall 
appear  most  eligible — at  present  the  question  ap- 
pears to  be  premature.  Mr.  Murray  added  seve- 
ral other  remarks,  and  then  the  question  being 
put,  Mr.  Williamson's  motion  for  striking  out 
was  carried. 

And  then  the  main  question  being  put,  that  the 
House  do  agree  to  the  said  resolution  as  amended, 
it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Kesolved^  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  to  whom  is  referred  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the 
failure  of  the  expedition  under  Majdr  Greneral  St. 
Clair,  be  empowered  to  send  for  persons,  papers, 
and  records,  for  their  information. 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  a 
statement  of  the  several  disbursements  of  money 
made  by  the  Department  of  War  in  the  years 
1790  and  1791. 

The  House  resumed  the  reading  of  the  papers 
communicated  by  the  Secretary  of  War  on  Wed- 
nesday last,  relative  to  the  Indians  Northwest  and 
South  of  the  River  Ohio,  and  to  the  troops  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  made  a  farther 
progress  therein. 


Wednesday,  November  14. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  William  Barry 
Grove,  from  North  Carolina,  appeared  and  took 
his  seat  in  the  House. 

A  petition  of  John  Blake,  Joseph  Bindon,  John 
D.  Mercier,  and  Benjamin  Thompson,  on  behalf 
ol  themselves  and  other  Canadian  reiii^ees,  was 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praymg  com- 
pensation for  losses  and  injuries  sustained  in  their 
persons  and  property,  by  adhering  to  the  Ameri-* 
can  cause,  during  the  late  war. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Dayton,  Mr.  Benjamin  Bourne,  and  Mr. 
Murray  ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  there- 
upon, to  tiie  House. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  regulate 
traae  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes ;  and 
that  Mr.  White.  Mr.  Clark, and  Mr.  Williamson, 
do  prenare  and  oring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Fitzsimons  be  added  to  the 
committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
James  Warington,  attorney  in  fact  for  Joseph 
Blachford,  surviving  partner  of  Harris  &  Blach- 
ford,  late  of  Charleston,  in  the  State  of  South 
Carolina. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
and  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
accompanied  with  estimates  of  the  sums  necessary 
to  be  appropriated  for  the  service  of  the  year  1793; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
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Orderedj  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  that  part  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Speech  which  relates  to  the  transmission 
of  newspapers,  and  report  whether  any,  and  what, 
alterations  may  be  necessary  in  the  act  passed  last 
session  for  the  regulatio|i  of  the  Post  Office ;  and 
that  Mr.  Murray,  Mr.  Bai^win,  Mr.  Oilman, 
Mr.  Ames,  and  Mr.  Barnwell,  be  the  said  com- 
mittee. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  together  with  a  me- 
niorial  of  Samuel  Hodgdon,  late  Q,uartermaster 
General  to  the  Army,  respectively  praying  that 
they  may  be  heard,  and  permitted  to  give  inlorma- 
tion  and  explanations  as  to  the  causes  of  the  fail- 
ure of  the  expedition  under  Major  General  St. 
Clair ;  which  were  read.  The  Letter  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  War  is  as  follows : 

Wab  DsPABTicsKT,  Novcmber  14,  1703. 

8ia :  After  the  elose  of  the  last  session  of  Congress' 
I  saw  with  much  concern  the  report  of  the  committee 
af^inted  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  failure  of  the 
expedition,  under  Major  General  St.  Clair,  of  the  8lh  of 
May,  1799 ;  which,  having  been  presented  to  the  House 
m  the  last  moments  of  we  session,  was  ordered  to  be 
panted,  and  has  since  drculated  in  the  pubBc  news- 
papers throughout  Uie  United  States,  containing  sug- 
gestions, most  of  them  founded  upon  ex  parte  investi- 
gation, which  have  been  understood  in  a  sense  veiy 
injurious  to  my  reputation. 

Learning  that  the  present  day  was  appointed  for 
taking  into  consideration  the  above  mentioned  report,  I 
have  waited  with  anxious  expectation  for  some  act  of 
the  House  enabling  me  to  attend  the  progress  of  the 
examination  upon  which  they  are  about  to  enter,  for 
the  purpose  of  furnishing  such  information  and  expla- 
nations as  might  conduce  to  a  right  understanding  of 
&cts,  in  which  I  am  so  materially  implicated.  The 
fidlure  of  a  proposition,  whidi  I  am  informed  was  made 
to  the  House  with  diat  view,  has  added  to  my  solicitude 
and  regret 

Thus  situated,  1  feel  myself  called  upon  to  ask  of  the 
justice  of  the  House  that  some  mede  may  be  devised, 
by  wbidi  it  will  be  put  into  my  power  to  be  present 
during  the  course  of  the  intended  iaquiiy^  as  well  to 
hear  the  evidence  on  whith  the  several  allegations  con- 
tained in  Um  report  are  founded,  as  too&r  the  informa- 
tion and  explanations  to  which  I  have  alluded. 

To  this  step  I  am  impelled  by'  a  persuasion  that  an 
accurate  and  satisfoctoiy  investigation  cannot  otherwise 
be  had  with  equal  advantage,  if  at  alL  And  my  entire 
reliance  upon  the  equity  and  impartiality  of  the  House, 
will  not  permit  a  doubt  to  exist  on  my  part  that  such 
an  investigation  will  be  exclusively  the  object  of  their 
desire  and. pursuit 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  the  highest  respect, 
your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

H.  KNOX. 

The  Spbakeb  of  the  honorable 

the  House  of  Repreeentathei  of  the  U.  S, 

DEFEAT  OF  GENERAL  ST.  CLAIR. 

And  then  the  order  of  the  day,  that  the  House 
do  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  imjuire  into  the  causes  of  the  fiiilure  of  the  ex* 
pedition  under  Major  General  St  Clair,  being 
taken  up— 


Mr.  Madison  suggested  that  the  most  simple, 
most  practicable  ana  consistent  plan  would  be,  to 
recommit  the  report  of  the  select  committee,  and 
refer  the  present  applications*  to  the  committee 
to  whom  the  report  shall  be  re-committed.  He 
therefore  moved  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
should  be  discharged  from  considering  the  reports 
on  the  causes  of  tne  failure  of  the  late  expedition. 

Mr.  Smith  (S.  C.)  observed  that  several  objec- 
tions struck  him  in  opposition  to  this  motion.  The 
House  must  at  some  period,  said  he,  meet  this 
case^  if  it  is  recommitted,  there  will  be  an 
impropriety  in  referring  it  to  the  same  committee; 
if  a  new  committee  is  appointed,  they  must  bc^in 
the  whole  subject  de  novo;  and,  if  their  investi- 
gation should,  take  up  such  a  length  of  time  as 
Uiat  of  the  former  committee^  the  session  will  be 
expended,  and  at  the  close  of  it  the  business  will 
recur  on  the  House,  and  the  same  discussion  will 
occur  again  that  is  now  proposed.  He  hoped  the 
House  would  therefore  proceed  in  the  considera- 
tion of  the  report,  assign  two  or  three  days  in  the 
week  for  the  purpose,  and  continue  the  investiga- 
tion till  the  whole  is  finished. 

Mr.  Giles  replied,  that  he  had  no  doubt  that 
the  vouchers  on  which  the  committee  had  founded 
the  report  would  appear  sufficient  to  justify  the 
decisions  that  they  nad  made.  He  said  that  he 
did  not  suppose  that  the  applicants  would  adduce 
any  new  information  5  one  of  them  had  tieen  called 
on,  he  attended  the  committee,  and  he  supposed 
that  he  had  furnished  all  the  information  he  was 
in  possession  of.  He  objected  to  a  recommitment; 
as  one  of  the  committee,  he  was  perfectly  satisfied 
with  the  report ;  nor  did  he  conceive  there  was 
any  additional  evidence  to  be  produced,  except  it 
was  of  a  recent  date. 

Mr.  Am£s  said,  he  perceived  such  a  disinclina- 
tion to  go  into  the  subject  as  indicated  a  proper 
temper  of  mind  in  relation  to  the  persons  supposed 
to  be  any  ways  interested  in  the  ultimate  decision 
of  the  House.  He  was  opposed  to  a  recommit- 
ment, as  it  would  procrastinate  instead  of  expe- 
diting the  inquiry.  He  adverted  to  the  report. 
Facts  are  stated;  the  public  have  been  left  to 
draw  the  inferences;  the  committee  have  not  ex^ 
plicitly  criminated  any  body ;  but  they  have  de- 
termined, in  several  instances,  who  is  not  to  blame. 
What  is  the  situation  of  those  who  are  implicated 
in  the  causes  of  the  failure?  Every  citizen  knows 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  issue  01  the  expedition, 
clamors  against  the  War  Department,  in  respect 
to  Indian  affairs,  have  rung  through  the  Conti- 
nent. Should  public  officers,  who  have  been 
placed  in  situations  of  such  importance  be  silent, 
and  submit  calmly  to  such  imputations,  they 
would  be  unworthy  of  public  confidence,  unworthy 
to  breathe  the  vital  air.  They  now  apply  ibr  an 
opportunity  to  be  heard  in  their  own  vmdication. 
Shall  they  be  sent  to  a  Committee-room,  and 
make  their  defence  against  the  alle^tions  brought 
forward  to  their  disadvantage,  which  have  been 
published  to  the  world,  in  the  hearing  of  perhaps 
ten  or  a  dozen  persons  only?    He  hoped  nor — he 

•  Leuen  of  the  Secretarj  of  War  and  QowMniMiter  OenanL 
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thought  justice  to  them  and  to  the  public  required 
that  they  should  be  allowed  to  make  their  defence 
in  the  face  of  the  world.  Will  not  precluding  them 
look  like  a  wish  to  smother  all  further  inquiry 
into  the  matter? 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  in  favor  of  recommitting ;  he 
said  it  was  the  most  eligible  mode,  and  was  con- 
sonant to  the  practice  oi  the  House. 

Mr.  Madison  remarked,  that  it  had  been  said 
a  disposition  was  discovered  to  smother  inquiry. 
In  reply*  he  observed  that,  if  he  wished  to  prevent 
a  thorouj^h  investigation,  he  should  be  in  favor  of 
the  whole  subject  beinfi;  undertaken  by  the  HouseJ; 
because,  he  observed,  that  if  a  select  committee  of 
a  few  members  took  seven  weeks  to  form  an  in- 
complete report,  it  must  appear  evident  that  so 
large  a  body  as  this  House  could  never  get  through 
the  matter.  He  further  observed,  that  the  same 
reason  existed  for  referring  the  residue  of  the  evi- 
dence to  a  select  committee  as  induced  the  mea- 
sure in  the  first  instance. 

Mr.  FiTZsiMONS  said  he  was  at  first  ^n  favor  of 
a  recommitment,  but  on  further  consideration  he 
was  convinced  the  House  would  be  able  to  giet 
through  the  subject  in  a  shorter  time  than  a  select 
committee.  He  added  several  other  reasons  which 
induced  him  to  be  in  favor  of  the  House  proceed- 
ing with  the  report. 

Mr.  Gerry  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
4)nly  question  seemed  to  oe,  whether  the  House  or 
the  select  committee  shall  establish  the  facts.  If 
these  facts  are  established  by  the  committee, 
would  it  give  equal  satisfaction  as  if  they  were 
established  by  the  House?  He  conceived  it  would 
not;  but.  should  the  result  be  a  conviction  on  the 
part  of  tne  House  that  some  of  the  officers  are 
culpable,  will  the  House  rest  an  impeachment  on 
the  report  of  the  committee?  He  conceived  the 
House  ouffht  to  found  their  decisions  on  facts 
ascertained  by  themselves.  It  has  been  said  there 
is  no  difi*erence  between  the  House  and  the  com- 
mittee. If  this  is  the  case,  does  it  not  imply  a 
censure  by  the  House  on  certain  characters?  He 
thought  it  did.  It  therefore  becomes  the  House 
to  discuss  the  report,  that  it  may  be  determined 
on  what  footing  it  stands.  If,  in  the  case  of  a  con- 
tested election  the  House  revolted  from  the  idea 
of  submitting  their  judgment  to  facts  substantiated 
by  a  committee,  the  case  before  us  is  of  unspeak- 
ably greater  magnitude.  For  these,  and  several 
other  reasons,  he  hoped  the  report  would  not  be 
recommitted. 

Mr.  Williamson  was  in  favor  of  the  motion 
for  recommitting ;  he  supported  his  opinion  by  the 
uniform  practice  of  the  House,  which  in  every 
case  where  new  evidence  was  adduced,  always 
provided  that  the  new  evidence  should  be  exam- 
med  by  the  same  committee,  who  had  originally 
brought  in  the  report.  He  said  if  this  mode  was 
departed  from,  we  should  find  no  committee 
would  bring  forward  a  state  of  facts  in  future. 
He  tjbought  it  was  not  treating  the  committee 
with  proper  candor  to  decide  on  their  report  in  its 
present  situation. 

Mr.  Sylvester  observed,  that  the  resolution  of 
the  House  at  the  close  of  the  last  session,  that  they 


would  take  up  the  subject  early  in  the  present 
session,  precluded  a  recommitment ;  he  was  there- 
fore opposed  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  BoDDiNOT  was  in  favor  of  a  recommitment; 
he  said,  if  there  is  new  evidence  to  be  brought  for- 
ward, tne  House  ou^ht  to  wait  till  that  is  receiv- 
ed and  reported  at  the  Clerk's  table ;  and  this  he 
conceived  ought  to  be  done  in  the  usual  way,  by 
a  select  committee ;  till  the  whole  testimony  is 
completed  it  appeared  to  him  the  House  was  not 
prepared  to  take  one  step  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  Madison  replied  to  Mr.  Gerry's  allusion 
to  the  case  of  the  contested  election.  He  inquired 
of  him  whether  the  House  itself  weAt  into  an  in- 
vestigation of  facts  in  the  first  instance  ?  He  be- 
lieved he  would  not  say  they  did.  With  respect 
to  the  memorials,  he  inquired,  whether,  if  tney 
had  been  presented  at  the  time  of  the  investiga- 
tion of  the  subject  by  the  select  cominittee^  they 
would  not  have  been  referred  to  the  committee  ? 
If  they  would  then  have  been  referred,  the  same 
reason  exists  for  referring  them  to  a  select  com- 
mittee at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Lauranoe  was  of  opinion  that  a  recommit- 
ment would  tend  to  a  saving  of  time ;  the  com- 
mittee will  not  be  obliged  to  go  over  the  same 
ground  affain  that  has  uready  l^en  explored ;  all 
they  wiU  be  obli^d  to  do  is,  to  investigate  the 
new  testimony  which  will  be  adduced.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  that, the  motion  would  prevail. 

Mr.  Giles  said^  that  the  proceedings  of  the  com- 
mittee were  public,  and  that  the  Secretaries  could 
have  attended  all  tne  time,  had  they  seen  proper. 
They  attended  but  once,  and  then  appeared  ex- 
tremely anxious  to  ^et  away  to  attend  to  their 
offices.  The  committee  would  have  been  ex- 
tremely glad  to  have  had  those  ^ntlemen  present 
oftener,  and  to  receive  all  the  information  they 
could  give,  and  supposed  they  had  done  it. 

Mr.  Gerry  replied  to  Mr.  Madison.  He  said,  if 

fentlemen  would  recur  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
[ouse  on  the  contested  election,  they  will  find 
that  the  House  expressly  reserved  to  itself  ^he 
right  of  substantiating  the  facts,  which  should  ap- 
pear from  an  examination  of  the  depositions,  taken 
m  conformity  to  the  resolutions  of  the  House; 
and  here  he  adverted  to  the  mode  pointed  out  by 
the  House  in  takintr  those  depositions.  The  ad- 
verse party  was  to  be  summoned  to  attend  to  the 
taking  them ;  but  in  this  report  it  appears  that 
ex  parte  evidence  has  been  admitted  as  the  foun- 
dation on  which  some  of  the  decisions  have  been 
made. 

Mr.  Murray  supported  the  motion  for  a  re- 
commitment. He  observed  that  the  matter,  ia 
its  present  state,  was  so  incomplete  that  he  could 
not  see  how  the  House  could  proceed  upon  it. 
One  part  of  the  evidence  only  is  finished,  and  the 
report  is  made  on  that  evidence.  Now,  we  are 
told  new  testimony  is  offered ;  let  the  whole  be 
brought  into  view  at  once,  and  then  the  House 
will  be  in  a  situation  to  judge. 

Mr.  Page  was  in  favor  of  a  further  commit- 
ment of  the  subject;  but  whether  to  the  com- 
mittee who  made  the  report,  or  to  a  new  com- 
mittee, he  should  not  take  upon  him  to  say.  With 
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respect  to  the  admission  of  any  Head  of  a  Depart- 
ment to  the  har  of  this  House,  except  in  case  of 
an  impeachment,  he  would  never  consent  to  it. 
It  would  he  a  precedent  of  a  most  dangerous  na- 
ture, tending  to  a  destruction  of  all  freedom  of 
inquiry  by  committees. 

Mr.  FiNDLEY  observed,  that  the  committee 
wished  that  Mr.  Hodgdon  should  have  been  pre- 
sent, but  he  did  not  make  his  appearance;  the 
committee  therefore  proceeded  on  tne  testimony 
they  had.  and  as  there  is  now  new  evidence 
brought  torward,  he  thought  it  was  proper  that 
the  report  should  be  recommitted.  As  one  of  the 
committee,  he  should  have  no  objections  to  such 
alterations  as  might  appear  proper  on  further  and 
more  complete  investigation  oi  the  matter. 

Mr.  Steele  called  for  the  reading  of  a  clause 
in  the  memorial  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  which 
states  that  the  committee  had  drawn  conclusions 
from  ex  parte  evidence.  This  being  read,  Mr. 
Steele  remarked  on  the  want  of  candor  towards 
the  committee,  which  had  been  shown  by  some  of 
the  members  in  the  course  of  their  observations. 
He  then  adverted  to  the  above  clause  respecting 
ex  parte  evidence,  and  observed  that,  with  respect 
to  me  Secretary  of  War,  it  was  not  true  that  the 
committee  had  proceeded  on  ex  parte  evidence ; 
that  officer,  said  he.  was  notified  of  the  meetings 
of  the  committee ;  ne  attended  those  meetings;  he 
furnished  the  committee  with  papers  and  docu- 
ments, &c.;  and  further,  he  was  requested  to  de- 
tain officers  in  town  whose  testimony  was  neces- 
sary in  the  matter,  and  that  he  complained  of 
some  of  those  officers  being  detained  by  the  delays 
of  the  committee  from  the  recruiting  service. 
With  respect  to  Mr.  Hodgdon  the  same  cannot  be 
said,  as  he  was  not  then  in  the  country. 

Mr.  Steele  then  concluded  by  some  additional 
remarks  on  the  indelicacy  manifested  by  some 
gentlemen  in  their  treatment  of  the  committee, 
and  observed  that  he  did  not  apply  it  to  himself 
personally,  but  as  it  respected  the  committee  at 
larffe.  he  thought  proper  to  express  the  contempt 
whicn  he  conceived  it  merited. 

Mr.  Dayton  replied  to  Mr.  Steele.  He  re- 
peated the  substance  of  his  original  remarks  on 
the  report,  and  added,  that  in  the  course  of  the 
discussion  he  should  attempt  to  show  that  the  de- 
ductions made  in  several  parts  of  the  report  were 
false.  Mr.  D.  added,  that  whatever  the  gentle- 
man last  speaking  might  say,  as  one  of  the  com- 
mittee who  signed  the  report,  he  was  certainly 
implicated  in  whatever  censure  it  merited. 

The  question  for  a  recommitment  was  then 
agreed  to,  30  to  22.    And  it  was  accordingly 

Reeolvedj  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  to  whom  was  committed  the  report  of  the 
committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of 
the  failure  of  the  expedition  under  Major  General 
St.  Clair,  be  discharged  from  the  consideration 
thereof;  and  that  the  said  report,  together  with 
the  documents  relating  thereto,  including  the  Let- 
ter of  the  Secretarv  oi  War,  and  the  memorial  of 
Samuel  Hodgdon,  oe  recommitted  to  Mr.  Fitzsi- 
M0N8,  Mr.  QiLEs,  Mr.  Steele,  Mr.  Clark,  and 

Mr.  FiNDLEY. 


Thursday,  November  15. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  Theodore  Sedg- 
wick^ from  Massachusetts,  appeared,  and  took  his 
seat  m  the  House. 

Mr.  Goodhue,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  concerning  the  registering  and  re- 
cording ot  ships  or  vessels :  whicn  was  received, 
read  twice,  and  committed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  an  ex- 
tract of  a  letter  to  him,  from  James  Seagrove^. 
temporary  agent  to  the  Ureek  Indians,  dated  the 
28th  ultimo,  containing  further  information  rela-^ 
tive  to  Indian  affairs  in  the  Southern  department  y 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table^ 


Friday,  November  16. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  refi^atinc  Foreign  Coins,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;''  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House.  The  message  also  communicated  a 
Letter  from  Messrs.  Hebert  &  Co.,  of  the  city  of 
Paris,  addressed  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  stating  certain  propositions  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  quantity  of  vacant  lands,  the  property 
of  the  United  States. 

The  Letter  referred  to  in  the  said  Message  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
regulating  Foreign  Coins,  and  for  other  purposes," 
was  read  the  first  time. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Venable  and  Mr.  Steele 
be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  take  into 
consideration  that  part  of  the  President's  Speech 
which  relates  to  the  transmission  of  newspapers, 
and  report  whether  any,  and  what,  alterations 
may  be  necessary  in  the  act  jmssed  last  session  for 
the  regulation  of  the  Post  Office. 

The  House  resumed  the  reading  ot  the  papers 
communicated  by  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the 
7th  instant,  relative  to  the  Indians  Northwest  and 
South  of  the  River  Ohio,  and  to  the  troops  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  made  a  farther 
progress  therein. 


Monday,  November  19. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  John  Francis  Mer- 
cer, from  Maryland,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat 
in  tne  House. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  An  act 
regulating  Foreign  Coins,  and  for  other  purposes," 
v^as  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on 
Monday  next. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
and  Report  from  the  Commissioners  appointed  by 
the  act  entitled  "  An  act  making  provision  for  the 
reduction  of  the  Public  Debt, '  stating  the  amount 
of  the  purchases  which  have  been  made  of  the 
Public  Debt,  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  vested 
in  them  by  the  said  act ;"  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  memorial  and  address  from  the  people  called 
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duakers,  from  their  several  religious  societies  in 
New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland, 
and  Virginia,  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  praying  that  Congress  will  adopt  such  mea- 
sures as,  in  their  wisdom,  may  be  deemed  salutary 
and  effectual  for  securing  peace  and  friendship 
with  the  original  holders  of  this  land. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  and  address 
do  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  of  Thomas  Screven,  executor  of 
Brigadier  General  James  Screven,  deceased,  was 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  the  re- 
newal of  sundry  Ck)ntinental  Loan  Office  certifi- 
cates, the  property  of  the  said  deceased,  which 
were  burnt,  or  otherwise  destroyed  by  the  enemy, 
during  the  late  war. 

Oraeredj  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  to  whom  is  committed  the  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  respecting  lost  and 
destroyed  certificates. 

Oraered,  That  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  concemin^^  marine  hospitals,  which 
was  made  on  the  17th  of  April  last,  together  with 
the  report  of  a  committee  thereupion,  which  was 
made  on  the  28th  of  the  same  month,  be  referred 
to  the  committee  last  appointed. 

PROTECTION  TO  AMERICAN  COMMERCE. 

Mr.  WiLUAMSON  moved  that  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  prepare  and  brinjg;  in  a  bill  or  bills 
for  promoting  commerce,  by  the  increase  of  Ameri- 
can seamen.  In  moving  the  above,  Mr.  W.  ad- 
dressed the  House  as  fouows : 

Much  of  your  time  during  the  present  session, 
Mr.  Speaker,  will  be  emj^o^ed  in  deliberating 
upon  the  several  important  subjects  that  have  been 
recommefided  to  us  bv  the  President.  The  nu- 
merous and  lengthv  bills  that  you  inherit  from  the 
last  session,  must  also  demand  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  your  time.  Observing  so  much  interesting 
and  wei^ty  business,  from  wich  you  cannot  turn 
aside,  it  is  with  some  reluctance  that  I  bespeak  the 
attention  of  the  House,  while  I  submit  to  their 
consideration  another  subject  of  some  importance: 
for  it  is  a  subject,  unless  I  am  mistaken,  that  in- 
terests the  merchant  and  the  planter. 

Measures  have  already  been  taken  by  Congress, 
for  increasing  the  number  of  our  shipping ;  but  no 
effectual  and  general  measure  has  been  adopted 
for  increasing  the  number  of  native  American  sea- 
men. Every  gentleman  in  my  hearing  knows, 
that  there  are  always  a  considerable  number  or 
foreigners  employed  on  board  American  vessels ; 
but  none  of  us  could  have  expected,  and  some  of 
us  may  not  have  heard  of  the  injury  and  insults  to 
which  our  commerce  has  been  exposed,  from  hav- 
ing British  seamen  on  board  our  snips. 

A  schooner  called  the  David  and  George,  be- 
longing to  Portsmouth,  in  Virginia,  and  command- 
ed by  Captain  Gk)ffigan,  lately  touched  at  Sierra 
Leone,  on  the  coast  of  Africa ;  she  was  navigated 
by  eleven  persons.  Three  of  that  number  who 
had  been  on  shore,  informed  Captain  Wickham 
who  commanded  au  armed  vessel,  that  they  were 
British  subjects.  Captain  Wickham  went  cm  board 


the  American  vessel  and  claimed  the  three  sea- 
men ;  he  also  claimed  wages  for  them.  Captain 
Goffigan  refused  to  deliver  the  men,  and  declared 
with  truth  that  nothing  was  due  them.  Captain 
Wickham  took  the  men  by  force,  and  by  the  same 
regulation  he  went  into  the  hold,  and  took  as  much 
of  the  carffo  as  he  thought  fit,  under  the  cover  of 
substitute  for  wages.  Captain  Croffigan  complained 
of  this  violence  and  robbery  to  Mr.  Clarkson,  who 
is  Governor  of  the  Province.  The  Grovernor  re- 
plied, that  he  should  have  done  the  same  thing, 
and  that  he  had  orders  from  his  superiors  so  to  act 
in  such  cases. 

The  ship  Illustrious  President,  belonging  to  Vir- 
ginia, commanded  by  Captain  Butler,  touched 
some  time  ago  at  Maderia,  in  her  passage  to  the 
East  Indies.  The  British  frigate  Hyena,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Hargood,  lay  at  that  time  in 
the  road.  Seven  of  Captain  Butler's  sailors  being 
British  subjects.  Captain  Hars^ood  sent  to  take 
them  by  force  from  on  board  tne  American  ship, 
and  he  would  have  done  so,  had  not  the  Governor 
of  the  Island,  remembering  what  he  owed  to  the 
honor  of  his  nation  and  to  every  ship  under  his 
protection,  interrupted  his  authority. 

The  ship  Fame  bdonging  to  Philadelphia,  com- 
manded by  Walter  Sims,  on  her  way  to  the  East 
Indies,  lately  touched  at  Table  Bay,  at  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope.  Captain  Blith,  who  commanded 
a  ship  of  twenty  guns^  then  lay  in  the  road.  One 
of  Captain  Sim's  sailors,  a  native  of  Scotland, 
offered  his  service  to  Captain  Blith,  calling  him- 
self a  British  subject.  That  very  man  in  Phila- 
delphia had  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
United  States ;  but  the  British  claim  was  best,  for 
Captain  Blith's  ship  was  strongest.  He  took  the 
man,  sent  an  officer  on  board  tne  American  ship, 
who  took  the  liberty  of  opening  the  after  hatch, 
searching  the  hold  and  looking  out  a  chest  and 
clothes.  Captain  Blith  justified  these  acts  of  vio- 
lence, by  saying,  that  he  had  printed  instructions 
to  take  all  wiio  called  themselves  British  subjects. 

These  are  a  few  out  of  the  numberless  cases  in 
which  our  ships  have  been  robbed  of  their  seamen, 
and  they  are  samples  of  the  manner  in  which  we 
shall  be  constantly  treated,  while  we  depend  on 
foreigners  to  navigate  our  ship.  If  these  cases 
had  terminated  in  threats  and  aousive  lan^age,  to 
which  our  flag  is  too  much  accustomed,  it  might 
have  been  questioned,  whether  the  nation  of  the 
offendingjparty  was  to  blame.  When  you  are  told 
by  one  officer  and  another,  that  he  is  instructed  to 
distress  our  trade,  we  should,  if  possible,  deprive 
them  of  the  present  excuse.  Is  it  not  our  busmess 
to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  this  strange  conduct? 
By  a  vitiated  passion  for  British  goods,  we  are 
universally  clothed  in  the  manufactures  of  that 
nation.  Our  debts  increase  ev^ry  year,  and  we 
labor  to  make  her  rich,  while  we  are  becoming 
poor.  We  pour  our  treasures  into  her  kp  more 
than  any  other  nation  under  the  sun.  Observe  the 
rewards !  I  say  nothing  about  her  measures  on 
our  Western  Frontier ;  but  our  trading  ships  are 
boarded  and  plundered  at  discretion  by  her  ships 
of  war ;  and  yet.  Great  Britain,  whose  commeree 
we  cherish,  is  the  only  nation  that  treats  us  in  this 
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manner.  Perhaps  it  is  conjectured,  that  Ameri- 
cans are  of  that  species  of  animals  whose  favor  is 
increased  by  rough  treatment.  Be  this  as  it  may, 
it  is  our  duty  to  consider  of  the  safest  and  surest 
mode  of  extending  our  commerce.  Af^er  we  have 
been  told,  that  an  American  vessel  having  sailors 
on  board,  who*  chance  to  have  been  bom  in  the 
I^itish  dominiim,  is  subject  to  be  deprived  of  her 
hands,  robbed  of  her  property,  and  turned  adrift 
without  help,  it  can  hardly  be  necessary  to  adduce 
other  arguments  in  favor  of  native  American  sea- 
men ;  but  other  strong  and  conclusive  arguments 
in  ^vor  of  the  measure  present  themselves.  The 
merchants'  property  in  critical  situations,  or  in  dis- 
tant and  obscure  parts  of  the  world,  is  always  most 
safe  when  his  ship  is  navigated  by  men  wno  uni- 
formly strive  to  return  to  their  native  home,  and 
whose  hopes  and  happiness  centre  in  that  country 
to  which  tneir  ship  belongs.  The  crew  of  a  French 
brig  some  weeks  ago.  murdered  their  captain  and 
mate  on  our  coast ;  tnat  misfortune,  in  all  proba- 
bility, would  not  have  happened,  if  the  seamen 
had  been  natives  of  France.  Two  of  them  only 
were  of  that  Kingdom.  Is  it  necessary  to  add,  that 
a  powerful  body  of  seamen,  at  some  future  day, 
may  save  us  from  the  vast  expense  and  danger  of 
a  standing  army?  Upon  this  single  argument  of 
native  seamen  we  mi^ht  rest  the  question.  It  needs 
neither  support  nor  illustration.  I  shall,  therefore, 
presume,  that  it  is  our  duty  as  soon  as  possible^  to 
IDTOvide  for  the  daily  operations  of  jiride  or  injus- 
tice, by  furnishing  the  merchant  with  seamen,  of 
whom  he  cannot  be  robbed,  except  by  open  decla- 
ration c^  war.  With  seamen  in  whom  he  can 
trust— *with  men,  who  actuated  by  those  passions 
which  are  inseparable  from  the  human  breast,  the 
iNride  of  nation,  and  the  love  of  country,  may  serve 
nim  in  every  part  c^  the  world.  To  lurnish  the 
nation  with  a  safe  and  strong  bulwark  against  fo- 
reupa  tyranny  and  invasion. 

This  conclusion,  however,  is  drawn  upon  the 
supposition,  that  foreign  commerce  should  be  en- 
couraged ;  but,  I  am  aware  that  objections  have 
been  made  to  every  measure  that  has  foreign  com- 
merce for  its  object,  and  similar  objections  would 
fall  with  additional  weight  against  any  plan  for 
supporting  foreign  commerce  by  native  seamen. 
We  are  told,  that  in  a  country  where  land  is  plenty 
and  the  inhsibitants  few ;  wnere  little  progress  is 
made  in  cultivating  the  soil,  the  Legislature  should 
c(Hisider  agriculture  as  the  primary  object  of  their 
attention.  This  is  a  position  that  will  not  be  dis- 
puted, since  we  know  that  the  hope  of  our  species 
must  prosper  or  perish ;  that  our  numbers  must  be 
many  or  f^w,  according  as  the  soil  is  well  or  ill 
cultivated ;  according  to  the  abundance  or  scarcity 
of  provisions.  These  facts  being  granted,  we  are 
only  to  inquire,  what  are  the  most  certain  and 
effectual  means  of  promoting  agriculture  ?  To  this 
I  reply,  that  we  can  promote  agriculture  by  ex- 
tending foreign  commerce,  and  by  no  other  airect 
means  whatever.  Bounties  can  never  prove  effect- 
ual ;  they  may  serve  to  introduce  a  foreign  plant, 
but  they  cannot  produce  industry  nor  plenty. 
The  general  demand  for  any  article  never  fails  to 
increase  the  manufacture  of  that  article.    The 


great  demand  for  provisions  to  be  exported,  will 
not  fail  to  produce  abundance  of  provisions  in  the 
country. 

The  simple  calls  of  nature,  the  mere  necessity 
of  supporting  life,  is  not  a  sufficient  spring  to  active 
industry;  it  seldom  gives  birth  to  persevering  dili- 
gence. Artificial  wants  and  passions  must  come 
to  our  assistance,  before  we  can  shake  off  the  in- 
dolence of  nature,  and  apply  ourselves  steadily  to 
work.  Let  a  man  discover  that  industry  will  pro- 
cure him  the  luxuries  as  well  as  the  necessaries  of 
life,  and  he  will  not  fail  to  work.  Let  the  farmer 
see  a  ready  market  for  all  the  produce  that  is  not 
consumed  by  his  family,  and  ne  will  commonly 
have  somethiinff  to  sell ;  let  no  such  market  pre- 
sent itself,  and  his  family  will  frequently  suffer 
from  the  want  of  necessaries.  Every  man  who 
considers  the  effects  of  frequent  and  long  embar- 
goes, must  discover  that  they  generally  produce  a 
scarcity  of  provisions.  The  late  war  operated  in 
this  country  as  an  embarco.  What  was  the  effect? 
The  spirit  of  agriculture  oecame  torpid ;  the  plow 
slept  m  the  furrow.  Let  us  for  a  moment  cast  an 
eye  on  the  history  of  cities  and  nations.  They 
have  risen  into  greatness  or  sunk  into  obscurity, 
according  to  the  measure  of  their  commerce.  By 
the  creative  power  of  foreijjn  commerce,  Palmyra 
and  Alexandria  arose  out  of  sandy  deserts,  and  Ve- 
nice out  of  the  sea.  By  the  same  power  we  have 
seen  nations  become  wealthy  and  numerous. 

If  we  agree  that  industry,  population,  and  wealth, 
are  promoted  by  foreign  commerce,  it  will  cer- 
tainly be  granted  that  our  commerce  should  be 
managed  by  native  citizens.  In  order  to  secure  a 
sufficient  number  of  seamen,  we  should  make  it 
the  interest  of  every  master  or  owner  of  a  vessel 
to  have  one  or  more  apprentices.  For  this  pur- 
pose, it  may  be  proper  to  impose  a  small  additional 
duty  of  tonnage  on  every  American  bottom,  per- 
haps one  cent  per  ton  may  be  sufficient.  A  araw- 
back  of  ninety  per  cent  of  this  duty  may  be  allow- 
ed, to  such  vessels  as  are  navi^ted  by  a  certain 
number  of  apprentices,  native  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  according  to  their  several  burdens.  I 
have  mentioned  ninety  per  cent.,  because  it  may 
be  proper  that  a  small  portion  of  this  duty  should 
pass  to  a  separate  account  that  shall  presently  be 
mentioned.  The  amount  of  domestic  tonnage  for 
the  last  year  was  $504,900,  at  six  cents  per  ton, 
this  giving  $30,294;  hence  it  will  follow,  that  one 
additional  cent  per  ton  would  produce  $5,049.  The 
amount  is  small,  perhaps  it  should  be  doubled. 

While  I  am  recommending  the  increase  of  Ame- 
rican seamen,  I  should  not  do  iustice  to  my  own 
feelings,  if  I  did  not  recommend  another  measure 
that  is  equally  connected  with  commerce.  I  mean 
a  general  provision  for  sick  and  infirm  seamen.  I 
do  not  contemplate  the  building  of  two  or  three 
great  houses  in  some  of  our  principal  cities;  houses 
that  miffht  administer  to  the  vanity  of  a  nation, 
rather  than  to  the  general  comfort  of  sick  and  in- 
firm sailors.  I  would  consult  the  cause  of  human- 
ity, not  of  pride. 

Wherever  it  is  probable  that  sailors  may  be  sick, 
there  I  would  make  provision  for  their  support  and 
comfort.    Hospitals  should  be  erected,  or  lodgings 
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hired,  as  the  case  may  be,  at  every  port  of  entry 
in  the  United  States  for  sick  and  infirm  seamen, 
where  they  mayr  be  properly  attended  during  their 
several  indispositions.  The  money  to  be  collected 
at  the  several  ports  as  hospital  money,  should  be 
expended  at  such  port,  and  at  no  other  place,  un- 
der the  care  of  such  persons  as  may  be  described 
for  that  purpose.  Let  a  small  deduction  be  made 
from  the  wages  of  every  seaman,  to  be  paid  at  the 
several  ports  of  entry  for  their  use.  I  have  men- 
tioned a  deduction  from  their  wages,  because  this 
mode  of  raising  hospital  money  would  probably 
be  most  acceptable,  and  because  it  is  certainly  the 
most  equitable  tax  thiat  can  be  levied. 

It  wiU  readily  be  perceived,  that  the  two  subjects 
I  have  mentioned  are  nearly  allied.  While  we 
attempt  to  increase  the  number  of  native  seamen 
for  the  extension  of  commerce  and  general  pros- 
perity of  agriculture,  we  should  be  solicitous  to 
protect  and  cherish  tnis  useful  class  of  our  fellow- 
citizens.  The  direct  tendency  of  the  additional 
tonna«fe,  is  to  increase  the  number  of  apprentices, 
and  if  this  measure  should  have  the  desired  effect, 
the  greater  part  of  that  duty  will  be  discharged  in 
drawbacks.  A  small  portion  of  the  duty  will  be 
retained  according  to  the  plan  mentioned,  and  some 
owners,  less  careful,  will  occasionally  pay  the 
whole  duty.  Perhaps  the  product  of  the  addi- 
tional cent  may  be  $1,000  per  annum.  This  ba- 
lance may  very  properly  be  applied  towards  a  fund 
for  sick  and  infirm  seamen.  This  fund,  however, 
being  contingent,  and  at  most  very  inadequate  to 
the  general  use  of  seamen,  it  may  oe  necessary  to 
make  a  small  stoppage  of  their  wages  as  a  uniform 
and  certain  fund  for  the  support  ofthose  very  per- 
sons when  they  are  sick. 

Such  are  the  outlines  of  two  bills  that  I  would 
recommend  to  the  attention  of  this  House.  If  I 
have  viewed  these  subjects  in  a  more  serious  liffht; 
if  I  have  been  more  anxious  than  other  members 
to  bring  them  before  the  House,  the  situation  of 
my  constituents,  and  the  laws  of  our  State,  will  be 
my  excuse.  That  part  of  North  Carolina  in  which 
I  live,  abounds  in  navigable  waters,  many  of  my 
fellow-citizens  are  owners  of  vessels,  and  many 

go  to  sea. 

The  Legislature  of  North  Carolina,  attentive  to 
the  wants  and  desires  of  the  people,  have  lately 
passed  a  law  to  raise  money  by  a  tax  on  the  wages 
of  seamen,  for  the  support  of  sick  and  infirm  sea- 
men. This  is  a  sufficient  proof  of  their  desire  to 
cherish  commerce,  and  give  particular  assistance 
to  those  useful  members  of  the  community. 

I  shall  now  take  the  liberty  of  moving  that  com- 
mittees may  be  appointed  to  bring  in  bills  for  the 
purposes  mentioned. 

Mr.  Williamson,  Mr.  Ladrance,  Mr.  Good- 
hue, Mr.  Benjamin  Bourne,  and  Mr.  Barnwell, 
were  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

THE  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Speech  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  both  Houses 
of  Congress: 

On  that  part  which  relates  to  the  reduction  of 


the  Public  Debt,  Mr.  Fitzsimons  offered  a  reso- 
lution to  the  following  purport : 

<*  Reiolved,  As  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
measures  for  the  reduction  of  so  much  of  the  public 
debt  as  the  United  States  have  a  right  to  redeem, 
ought  to  be  adopted ;  and  that  the  Secretaiy  of  the 
Treasury  be  directed  to  report  a  plan  for  the  purpose." 

Mr.  Madison  wished  for  information  before  he 
could  agree  to  the  motion  just  made.  The  exact 
state  of  our  finances  he  conceived  necessary  to  be 
well  known  before  measures  were  taken  for  the 
reduction  of  the  debt.  The  House  of  Represent- 
atives had  already  unequivocally  expressed  their 
sentiments  on  the  subject,  in  their  answer  to  the 
President's  Speech ;  but  it  was  not  time,  he  con- 
ceived, for  the  adoption  of  measures  with  a  view 
to  realize  what  appeared  to  be  the  general  wish, 
until  the  inf6rmation  on  which  those  measures 
were  to  be  grounded  was  received. 

Mr.  Fitzsimons  argued,  that  the  motion,  if 
adopted,  would  call  fortn  the  information  necessa- 
ry to  ground  a  final  measure  upon.  The  recom- 
mendation from  the  President  was  stronff,  and 
the  answer  of  the  House  as  positive ;  no  differ- 
ence of  opinion,  he  therefore  supposed,  could  exist 
as  to  the  propriety  of  reducing  the  debt.  The 
United  States  had  paid  a  valuable  consideration 
for  the  right  of  reducing  it,  and  the  first  opportu- 
nity of  making  use  of  that  right,  he  conceived  the 
best. 

Mr.  Williamson  was  of  opinion  that  informa- 
tion would  come  in  of  course.  The  President, 
he  suggested,  no  doubt  was  acquainted  with  the 
situation  of  the  revenue,  when  he  recommended 
the  reduction  of  the  debt  at  the  present  time.  He 
should  be  in  favor  of  the  motion.  He  declared  it 
as  his  opinion,  that  our  public  debt  was  our  most 
dangerous  enemy ;  he  wished  it  could  be  reduced 
twice  as  fast ;  the  irredeemable  quality  of  part  of 
it  he  much  disliked. 

Mr.  Madison  a£;ain  expressed  it  as  his  opinion 
that  information  snould  form  the  basis  of  any  pro- 
vision for  the  reduction  of  the  debt.  If  the  mo- 
tion was  carried,  information  no  doubt  could  be 
obtained  before  tne  final  adoption  of  any  measure; 
but  he  insisted  on  the  necessity  of  noAkin^  that 
information  the  groundwork  of  any  proceedmg  on 
so  important  a  subject 

Mr.  Mercer. — No  question,  he  conceived,  was 
of  more  importance  than  that  involved  in  the  mo- 
tion before  the  House.  He  wished  for  time  to 
make  up  his  mind  on  it.  It  involved  one  question 
which  nad  occasioned  very  warm  debate  in  the 
House,  and  which  was  decided  but  by  a  small 
majority :  he  alluded  to  the  reference  made  last 
session  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He 
conceived  it  improper  to  commit  to  any  man  what 
he  was  bound  himself  to  do.  He  conceived  the 
power  of  the  House  to  originate  plans  of  finance, 
to  lay  new  burdens  on  the  people  intrusted  to 
them  by  their  constituents,  as  incommunicable* 
As  to  the  main  object  of  the  motion,  he  rather 
doubted  the  propriety  of  adopting,  at  present,  a 

Sremature  system  for  the  reduction  of  the  public 
ebt.    The  House,  he  said,  stood  in  a  very  delicate 
situation.    A  fuller  representation  will  shortly 
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succeed  the  present.  He  saw  a  propriety  in  mak- 
ing a  temporary  provision  to  redeem,  in  order  to 
secure  the  right  of  reducing  in  future.  He  hoped 
the  House  would  consent  to  a  delay  of  a  day  or 
two,  when  members  would  be  better  prepared. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  conceived,  that 
as  the  motion  had  been  made  and  seconded,  some 
decision  must  be  obtained  on  it,  or  that  the  Com- 
mittee must  rise.  He  saw  no  good  reason  for 
leaving  it  to  a  future  House  to  adopt  a  permanent 
|dan  of  reduction.  If  it  veas  now  thought  too 
early  a  period  to  accomplish  so  desirable  an  object, 
it  would  be  a  good  reason  for  deferring  it ;  but  if 
it  was  full  time,  measures  for  that  purjiose  shoidd 
be  adopted ;  they  should  go  forward.  If  the  gen- 
tleman required  further  time  to  make  up  his 
mind,  the  Committee  might  rise,  and  sit  again  in 
a  day  or  two. 

He  next  made  some  reply  to  the  objections  of 
the  ffentleman  last  up,  to  that  part  of  the  motion 
vdiicn  contemplated  a  reference  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  The  ultimate  decision,  he  re- 
marked, in  no  one  point,  was  relinquished  by  such 
a  reference.  If  such  a  reference  was  unconstitu- 
tional, he  observed,  much  business  had  been  con- 
ducted in  the  House  in  an  unconstitutional  man- 
ner, by  repeated  references  to  the  Heads  of  De- 
partments. The  reference  of  business  to  select 
committees  would  be  unconstitutional,  he  said,  on 
the  same  ground. 

Turning  on  the  main  question — the  House,  he 
conceived,  were  in  possession  of  information  al- 
ready, that  would  warrant  a  beginning  in  the  work 
of  reducing  the  public  debt.  From  the  report  of 
the  Trustees  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  read  m  the 
morninff,  it  appeared  that  they  had  funds  remain- 
inff  in  their  hands. 

The  House  had  pledged  themselves,  in  their 
answer  to  the  President's  Address,  to  proceed  on 
the  task:  now  to  refer  the  subject  to  a  future 
Congress,  would  appear  like  ffreat  reluctance  to 
go  into  tke  measure,  and  womd  argue  ffreat  un- 
steadiness. The  system  to  be  adopted  for  the 
purpose  contemplated,  could  not,  he  conceived,  be 
atteinpted,  in  the  first  instance,  m  so  larse  a  body 
as  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House.  He  hoped 
the  question  on  the  motion  would  obtain  a  decision 
at  the  present  time;  but  if  the  gentleman  persisted 
in  requesting  a  delay,  he  wished  the  Committee 
to  rise,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  conceived,  the  House  did  not 
need  any  more  information  than  they  were  in 
possession  of,  to  see  the  propriety  ot  adopting 
mimediate  measures  for  the  reduction  of  the  debt. 
The  United  States,  it  was  evident,  he  said,  are 
paying  more  than  the  market  interest  upon  their 
debt.  It  sells  above  par,  and^  considering  the  rate 
At  which  loans  can  be  obtained  in  Europe  on  the 
credit  of  the  United  States^  that  mode  of  reducing 
the  debt  was,  he  said,  incontrovertibly  eligible.  It 
would  be  economical  for  an  individual,  in  similar 
circumstances,  to  effect  a  reduction ;  and  the  case 
was  the  same,  the  United  States  being  in  the 

flace  of  that  individual.    It  was  agreed  to  in  the 
louse,  he  said,  and  re-echoed  out  of  doors,  that  a 
public  debt  was  a  puUic  evil ;  it  was  the  duty. 


therefore,  of  the  Representatives  of  the  people,  to 
use  all  the  means  in  their  power,  whenever  op- 
portunity offered,  to  reduce  it. 

He  made  some  observations  on  the  propriety 
of  referring  the  subject  to  the  Secretary,  for  in- 
formation and  his  opinion;  and  concluded  by 
declaring,  that,  viewing  the  main  question  as  he 
first  stated,  he  could  not  see  any  necessity  in  de- 
ferring a  question  on  the  motion. 

Mr.  Mercer  expressed  some  surprise  at  the  dis- 
inclination some  gentlemen  appeared  to  show  to 
a  full  discussion  on  so  important  a  subject.  He 
again  objected  to  a  reference.  That  mode  of  con- 
ducting business  in  the  House,  he  said,  had  given 
very  general  dissatisfaction.  Tne  mode  was  adopt- 
ed by  a  small  majority.  The  House  had  received, 
since  its  adoption,  an  accession  of  new  members ; 
besides,  since,  every  member  had  mixed  with  his 
constituents,  and  opinions  might  consequently  have 
varied  since  that  time.  For  his  part,  he  said,  he 
should  pay  ^eat  and  implicit  regard  to  the  opinion 
of  his  constituents. 

He  again  adverted  to  the  nature  of  the  trust  re- 
posed in  the  House  by  the  Constitution,  in  origi- 
nating money  bills,  &c.,  and  dwelt  on  the  true 
import  of  the  word  originate,  which  he  conceived 
could  not  be  explained  away,  so  as  to  warrant  a 
reference.  Besides,  he  argued,  is  not  a  body  se- 
lected from  millions  of  the  people  more  adequate 
to  the  task  of  originfiiting  than  a  single  man  ? 

He  hoped  that  respect  to  the  President's  re- 
commendation would  never  make  the  House  in- 
attentive to  the  great  interests  of  the  people. 
The  President's  Address  had  not  been  so  long 
before  the  House,  as  that  a  short  delay  should  argue 
disrespect.  But  the  President,  in  his  Address, 
did  not,  he  said,  recommend  a  reference  to  the 
Secretary. 

He  was  willing  to  give  a  decision  on  the  first 
part  of  the  motion^  though  he  would  prefer  a  delay 
of  a  day  or  two ;  if  this,  however,  was  not  grant- 
ed, he  should  call,  he  said,  for  a  division  of  the 
question.  He  again  adverted  to  the  propriety  of 
taking  advantage  of  the  redeemable  quality  of  our 
debt  as  soon  as  possible ;  observing  that  the  next 
term  of  payment  of  interest  came  round  with  the 
new  year. 

Mr.  FiTZsiMONS  observed,  that  he  was  in  the 
imnority  on  the  question  adverted  to  by  the  gen- 
tleman trom Maryland  [Mr.  Mercer;]  tnat  he  nad 
not  since  altered  his  opinion  upon  that  subject, 
but  considered  the  present  reference  as  very  dif- 
ferent from  the  former,  and  entirely  within  the 
letter  and  spirit  of  the  act  for  establishing  the 
Treasury  Department.  He  did  not  believe  it 
would  be  necessary  to  impose  additional  burdens, 
to  effect  a  reduction  of  the  debt  He  believed  that 
the  existing  finances^  assisted  by  a  foreign  loan, 
would  enable  the  United  States  to  accomplish  the 
object.  As  to  the  reports  from  the  Treasury  or 
other  officers,  they  win  stand  on  their  own  merits. 
If  they  are  bad,  they  will  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Madibon  drew  a  distinction  between  the 
deliberative  functions  of  the  House  and  the  minis- 
terial functions  of  the  Executive  powers.  The 
deliberative  functions,  he  conceived,  should  be 
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first  exercised  before  the  ministerial  besan  to  act. 
It  should  be  decided  by  the  House,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, he  conceived,  whether  the  debt  should  be 
reduced  by  imposing  new  taxes,  or  by  varying  the 
burdens,  or  by  new  loans.  The  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  any  measure,  he  was  of  opinion,  should 
be  decided  in  the  House,  perhaps  even  before  a 
reference  to  a  select  committee.  He  did  not  pre- 
tend to  determine  whether  the  motion  now  before 
the  House  might  not  involve  a  reference  of  a 
ministerial  nature  merely.  But  he  well  knew,  he 
said,  that  the  act  establishing  the  Treasury  De- 
partment had  been  so  construed  as  to  give  it  a 
greater  latitude  than  was  contemplated  when  the 
uiw  passed,  much  against  the  opinion  of  a  great 
portion  of  the  people.  In  the  infancy  of  our  Gk>- 
vemment.  that  latitude  perhaps  might  be  necessa- 
ry;  but  he  saw  no  necessity  for  it  at  present. 

Mr.  Page  opposed  a  division  of  the  (question,  as 
precluding  debate.  He  wished  the  motion  amend- 
ed, by  striking  out  the  last  part. 

Mr.  FiNDLET  was  against  a  reference  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  a  matter  which,  he 
conceived,  was  made  the  exclusive  business  of  the 
House  by  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Mercer  expressed  himself  in  favor  of 
striking  out  the  last  part  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  HiLLBOusE  was  of  a  different  opinion.  His 
constituents,  he  conceived,  expected  their  business 
to  be  done  in  the  best  manner  possible,  and  that 
he  should  not  rely  on  his  own  information  only, 
but  endeavor  to  avail  himself  of  the  information 
oi  others.  He  said  he  should  consider  himself 
unequal  to  the  task  of  taking  a  share  in  legislating 
for  tne  Union,  if  he  was  to  depend  on  his  own  in- 
formation alone.  He  expected  to  derive  informa- 
tion from  every  source.  It  was  the  intention  of 
meeting  in  Congress  to  collect  information  from 
every  <]|uarter. 

He  should  despise  any  one.  he  said,  he  should 
despise  himself^  ii  he  thought  nis  judgment  could 
be  improperly  mfluenced  by  any  plan  reported  by 
any  or  the  Heads  of  Departments.  If  any  system 
originating  with  the  Head  of  a  Department,  ap- 
peared the  best  that  could  be  devised,  it  should 
meet  the  approbation  of  the  House ;  out  if  any 
amendment  was  thought  of,  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
House  to  adopt  or  reject  it.  according  to  its  merits. 
He  considered  reports  in  tne  light  of  information, 
aiid  dwelt  on  the  necessity  of  receiving  informa- 
tion from  every  quarter.  He  was  against  striking  out. 

Mr.  FiNDLEY  was  in  favor  of  striking  out.  He 
was  a  friend  to  information,  he  said,  but  the  re- 
ports from  Heads  of  E^partments  he  did  not  con- 
sider in  the  light  of  information  merely.  It  was 
information,  and  plans  built  on  that,  and  those 
plans  supported  by  arguments. 

Though  a  law,  he  said,  had  made  it  the  province 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report  those 
plans,  the  Constitution  had  not  enjoine,d  the  House 
to  refer ;  and  he  hoped  the  House,  being  the  mas- 
ters of  their  own  proceedings,  would  originate 
such  measures  themselves.  The  House  had  a  ri^ht 
to,  and,  he  conceived,  should  call  for  what  in- 
formation was  wanted  to  enable  them  to  digest 
their  own  plans. 


Mr.  Murray  observed,  that  the  debate  on  the 
propriety  of  referring  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury the  business  contemplated  in  the  motion,  had 
produced  but  few  new  arguments ;  it  was  a  repe- 
tition of  what  was  said  \dien  the  subject  was  be- 
fore the  House  at  another  time.  One  new  idea, 
however,  he  observed,  had  fallen  from  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Mauison,]  viz:  his 
distinction  between  dehberative  and  ministerial 
functions.  This  distinction,  he  conceived,  is  quali- 
fied by  the  nature  of  thin^  It  is  <}ualified,  in  this 
instance,  by  the  law  which  establishes  the  Trea- 
sury Department  That  law  makes  it  the  duty  of 
the  Secretary  to  digest  and  report  plans  to  ameli- 
orate our  finances,  without  any  call  from  the 
House.  True,  the  business  of  the  House  is  to 
deliberate;  but,  by  reference!,  neither  is  the  power 
of  the  House  to  deliberate  infringed,  nor  does  it 
give  the  Secretary  a  right  legislatively  to  delibe- 
rate, but  to  deliberate  ministerially ;  and  it  was 
important,  he  conceived,  in  a  Government  framed 
like  ours,  that  such  officers  should  have  the  power 
to  deliberate  in  that  manner.  The  result  of  their 
deliberations  was  not  obligatory  on  the  House,  no 
further  than  it  was  warranted  by  wisdom.  He 
was  averse  to  striking  out;  was  willing  to  allow 
further  time  for  consideration.  He  should  like  to 
see,  for  his  own  part,  a  statement  of  the  revenue. 
He  again  expressed  it  as  his  firm  opinion  that  a 
report  from  the  Head  of  a  Department  could  no 
further  influence  the  House  than  by  the  weight  of 
the  wisdom  it  contained.  Whenever  ministerial 
influence,  he  observed,  was  felt  in  the  House,  oth- 
erwise than  by  weight  of  wisdom,  it  would  but 
little  matter^  he  conceived,  whether  Secretaries 
had  it  in  their  power  to  report  plans  or  not.  Re- 
ports, he  conceived,  would  never  have  an  improper 
influence,  as  long  as  the  Legislature  preserved 
their  character  for  wisdom  and  integrity. 

The  information  derived  from  the  Head  of  a 
Department  could  never,  he  suggested,  be  obtained 
in  a  more  proper  manner,  than  by  miaking  it  the 
foundation  of  deliberation.  Supposing  the  House 
should  undertake  to  originate  without  this  previ- 
ous step,  and  a  difficulty  should  occur  for  want  of 
information ;  it  would  be,  he  conceived,  deroga- 
tory to  the  dignity  of  the  House  to  apply  then  to 
the  Secretary  for  assistance,  and  more  dangerous 
to  proceed  in  error  or  ignorance.  He  rather  wished 
for  a  short  delay;  but,  if  the  question  was  urged, 
he  should  certainly  vote,  he  said,  against  strilung 
out 

Mr.  MAnisoN  saw  some  difficulty  in  drawing 
the  exact  line  between  subjects  of  l^islative  and 
ministerial  deliberations,  but  still  such  a  line  most 
certainly  existed.  Gentlemen  who  argued  the 
propriety  of  calling  on  the  Secretary  for  informa- 
tion, plans,  and  propositions,  involved  the  propri- 
ety oi  permitting  tnat  officer,  in  the  shape  of  a 
plan  or  measure,  to  propose  a  new  tax,  and  say 
whether  it  should  be  a  direct  or  indirect  one.  Yet, 
if  it  was  proposed  directly  to  give  this  power  to 
the  Secretary,  few  members,  he  believed,  would 
agree  to  it    He  was  in  favor  of  striking  out. 

Mr.  Gbrry  said,  that  while  the  law  establishing 
the  Treasury  Department  was  under  considera- 
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tioo,  he  had  opposed  that  part  of  the  hill  which 
gave  the  Secretary  power  to  propose  to  the  House 
a  tax,  and  a  plan  to  carry  it  into  execution.  He 
c(H)ceiYed  such  a  power  contrary  to  the  principles 
of  the  Constitution.  This  power  is,  however,  in- 
volved in  that  part  of  the  law  which  authorizes 
him  to  propose,  without  being  called  on,  plans  for 
the  support  of  credit,  for  the  r^uction  of  the  public 
debt,  &c.  The  Secretary,  nevertheless,  knowing 
probably  that  that  power,  granted  him  by  the  law, 
was  looked  upon  with  a  je^ous  eye  by  many  mem- 
bers of  the  House,  has  never  exercised  it. 

He,  however,  was  not  averse  to  referring  the 
object  of  the  motion  to  the  Secretary.  He  saw 
an  impossibility,  if  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  in  rendering  the  intended  measure  an  uni- 
form part  of  the  great  financial  whole.  The  dash- 
ing or  various  opinions  would  prevent  it.  If  the 
influence  of  the  Secretary  was  formidaUe,  he  con- 
ceived it  would  be  much  more  dangerous  if  exert- 
ed against  a  select  committee,  than  in  the  whole 
House.  He  hoped  the  last  part  of  the  resolution 
would  not  be  struck  out 

On  motion,  the  Committee  rose,  reported  pro- 
gress, and  asked  leave  to  sit  again. 


TussDAT,  November  20. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  there  be 

allowed  to  Joseph  Henderson per  annum,  in 

compensation  for  his  services  as  Naval  Paymaster 
to  the  Navy  Board,  for  the  Eastern  Department, 
from  the  6th  day  of  August,  1778,  to 1782 — 

Ordered,  That  the  said  motion,  together  with 
the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the 
petition  of  the  said  Joseph  Henderson,  which  was 
made  to  this  House  on  the  30th  of  April  last,  be 
referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

A  memorial  of  William  Constable  and  Com- 
pany, merchants  of  the  city  of  New  York,  was 
presented  to  the  House  ana  read,  praying  to  be 
allowed  the  amount  of  the  drawback  on  a  quantity 
of  teas  exported  from  the  port  of  New  York,  and 
duly  landed  in  the  port  of  Dunkirk,  in  France,  in 
the  year  1790,  of  which  they  are  possessed  of  suf- 
ficient evidence,  although  not  in  the  form  pre- 
scribed by  law. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  instruction 
to  examine  the  same,  and  report  nis  opinion  there- 
upon to  the  House. 

THE  MILITIA  LAW. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded,  that  the 
House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Mesohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in 
a  bill  to  amend  the  Militia  law  ptonod  last  seaioii. 

Mi,  Livermorb  rose  to  inquire,  what  particular 
part  of  the  law  was  the  object  of  the  resolution? 

Mr.  Murray  explained.  He  informed  the  House 
that  it  had  special  reference  to  the  clause  which 
respects  arming  the  Militia.  He  said,  the  injunc- 
tions of  the  law,  in  this  particular,  imposed  equal 
burdens,  on  shoulders  innnitely  di5propK>rtioned  as 
to  their  capacity  to  sustain  them;  it  enjoins  duties  I 


on  the  major  part  of  the  Militia,  of  such  a  nature, 
as  renders  the  law  totally  impracticable.  A  man 
not  worth  one  farthing,  is  subjected  to  the  same 
expense  with  one  who  may  be  worth  ten  thousand 
pounds  a  year ;  the  inequality,  evident  in  the  ope- 
ration of  such  a  requisition,  is  a  glaring  instance  of 
injustice,  and  calls  loudly  for  Legislative  interpo- 
sition and  relief.  He  adverted  to  the  particular 
situation  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  show  the 
impracticability  of  carrying  the  law  into  execu- 
tion in  that  part  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Williamson  suggested  an  alteration  in  the 
resolution;  It  would  l^  better,  in  his  opinion,  to 
have  it  r^ad,  a  bill  to  amend  the  Militia  law.  He 
moved  for  this  alteration.  Mr.  W.  observed,  that 
he  thought  the  law  susceptible  of  several  aniend- 
ments ;  hut  with  respect  to  the  objection  of  the 
gentieman  from  Maryland,  he  said  it  applied  with 
equal  force  to  many  other  parts  of  the  law,  parti- 
cularly with  regara  to  the  general  performance  of 
Militia  duty. 

Mr.  Livermorb  stated  some  objections  to  the 
indefiniteness  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Grrenup  observed,  that  he  had  seconded 
the  motion  of  the  gentieman  from  Maryland,  be- 
cause he  thought  many  parts  ot  the  law  might  be 
amended  in  such  manner,  as  to  make  it  more  ap- 
plicable to  the  circumstances  of  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky; which,  from  its  peculiar  situation,  could 
not  derive  those  advantages  from  the  law,  which 
otiier  parts  of  the  Union  might ;  the  want  of  which 
were  sensibly  felt.  He  preferred  adopting  the 
words  to  amend,  in  lieu  of  "  supplementary.^ 

Mr.  HiLLHOUsG  objected  to  the  motion.  He 
thought  that  competent  relief  in  the  case  com- 
plained of,  might  be  obtained  from  the  State  Le- 
gislature. He  added,  that  the  law  had  scarcely 
got  into  operation ;  some  of  the  States  have  made 
provision  to  carry  it  into  execution;  others  are 
about  doing  the  same;  and  he  doubted^the  policy 
exceedingly  of  taking  any  steps  in  the  matter,  b^ 
fore  any  experience  of  the  law  has  been  had. 

Mm.  Frr28iM0N8  offered  some  remarks  of  a  simi- 
lar nature. 

Mr.  Merger  supported  the  motion.  He  urged 
a  variety  of  reasons  to  show  the  importance  of 
taking  immediate  measures  to  amend  and  amelio- 
rate the  law ;  if  this  is  not  done,  he  said,  it  will 
sanction  the  idea^  already  entertained  by  many  of 
the  respectable  citizens  of  the  Union,  that  there  is 
a  disinclination  on  the  part^f  many  members  of 
the  Legislature,  to  proviae  for  an  effective  Militia-^ 
that  a  necessity  may  be  induced  for  a  standing 
army.  He  adverted  to  the  injustice  of  the  requi- 
sition, which  enjoins,  that  a  man  who  is  not  worth 
twenty  shillings  should  incur  an  expense  of  twen- 
ty pounds  in  equipping  himself  as  a  Militia  man. 

Mr.  Murray's  moticm,  for  a  committee,  was 
negatived;  fourteen  members  only  rising  in  the 
affurmative. 

THB  PRESIDENT'S  SPEECH. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Speech  of  the 
FRBsinENT  OP  the  United  Stateb  to  both  Houses 
of  Congress. 
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Mr.  Baldwin  expressed  reluctance  in  being 
oblig^ed  to  rise  on  the  present  occasion,  but  the 
striking  out  the  latter  part  of  the  proposition  be- 
came indbpensable,  in  order  to  defeat  the  danger- 
,ous  doctrine  of  precedents,  and  prevent  a  future 
plea  on  the  ground  of  construction.  He  was  aware 
of  the  consequences,  and  that  the  practice,  unless 
It  should  be  relinquished,  would  lead  to  no  good. 
It  has  been  too  common,  when  a  certain  object  is 
to  be  carried — to  avoid  the  defeat  which  a  direct 
attack  might  produce — to  wind  round,  in  order  to 
make  its  attainment  the  more  certain,  by  gradual 
approaches.  By  one  motion,  made  on  doubtful 
ground,  supported  by  arguments  applying  to  its 
particular  nature,  keeping  the  doubtfiu  tendency 
out  of  si^ht,  one  step,  by  the  success  of  the  first 
motion,  is  made  over  the  true  line ;  another  mo- 
tion follows,  backed  by  the  first  as  a  precedent,  and 
a  further  encroachment  is  effected,  till  when  it 
becomes  evident,  by  such  gradual  encroachments, 
that  they  are  advancing  to  dangerous  ground;  but 
then,  to  excuse  a  further  trespass,  prec^ents  innu- 
merable, the  general  nature  of  which  (although 
hitherto  kept  out  of  sight)  now  become  a  strong 
argument  against  receding. 

When  gentlemen  talk  of  light  and  information 
onlyj  he  would  agree  with  them,  for  he  wished  to 
obtain  it  from  every  proper  source.  It  has  been 
made  the  duty  of  the  Elxecutive  Departments  to 
ipve  information  to  the  Legislature^  but  this  in- 
formation should  relate,  merely,  in  his  opinion,  to 
statements  of  facts  and  details  of  busine^  but  the 
laws  should  be  framed  by  the  Legislature,  after 
they  had  acquired  this  information. 

He  wished  that  it  mi^ht  be  explicitly  and  finally 
determined  howfar  the  Legislative  business  should 
be  solely  transacted  by  the  Legislature,  and  how 
much  be  referred  to  Executive  Departments.  He 
conceived  there  was  a  solid  difference  of  opinion 
in  the  House,  on  this  point,  as  well  as  out  of  doors. 
Some  persons  conceive  that  the  more  of  the  affairs 
of  society  that  are  thrown  into  the  hands  of  indi- 
viduals^ere  v^ill  be  the  greater  security  against 
error.  Whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  there  were  many 
who  entertained  a  contrary  opinion,  that  there  is 
less  danger  of  passion  influencinpr  large  Legislative 
bodies,  and  that  the  clashing  of  interests  amongst 
them  is  a  security  against  partial  and  improper 
bias,  at  the  same  time  that  it  keeps  them  more 
free. 

He  did  not  mean  to  criminate  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, but  certainly  the  law  which  establishes 
it.  is  couched  in  such  general  language  as  to  afford 
a  latitude  for  the  introduction  of  new  systems,  such 
as  were  never  expected  by  the  Legislature. 

He  had  frequently,  on  former  occasions,  re- 
marked, and  now  repeated  it,  that  the  whole  of 
thb  mode  was  introduced  under  cover  of  referring 
the  petition  of  the  Pennsylvania  public  creditors 
(whilst  Congress  sat  at  New  York)  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  with  directions  to  report  a 
plan  respecting  the  public  credit.  But  few  of  the 
members  then  suspected,  or  indeed  entertained  an 
idea,  that  that  reference  should  have  produced  the 
plan  of  the  Funding  System,  or  that  the  Excise 
would  be  the  consequence. 


The  impost  system  which  the  House  originated 
previous  to  those  jplan^,  was  framed  upon  very  dif- 
ferent grounds :  nrst  principles  were  adverted  to ; 
information  was  collected  from  all  parts,  with  great 
labor.  Had  the  Treasury  Department  been  esta- 
blished then,  this  information  might  have  been  pro- 
cured with  less  trouble;  but  this  once  collected,  the 
Lefi^islature  made  use  of  it,  and  framed  a  law,  the 
formation  of  which  has  not  been  unfavorably  ccm- 
sidered.  Th^re  is  a  material  dbtinction  between 
receiving  information  on  which  to  ground  a  law, 
and  a  plan  of  the  law  ready  formed.  The  latter 
mode  he  was  opposed  to.  (Gentlemen  have  said 
that  we  may  reject  what  is  proposed ;  but  in  this 
case  we  will  only  be  exercising  a  sortof  revisi<maTy 
power,  very  different  from  a  Legislative  one  *,  a 
very  material  difference  from  what  is  contem- 
plated in  the  Constitution — the  difference  between 
originating  and  possessing  only  the  right  of  a 
ne^tive. 

The  House  have  as  much  power  over  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Senate,  as  over  the  plan  of  a  law 
reported  by  the  Secretary.  There  is  but  this  dif- 
ference between  the  cases,  that  the  plans  of  the 
Secretary  are  well  supported  by  argument  And 
it  is  to  oe  presumed  that  he  must  have  been 
strongly  attached  to  these  forms ;  they  had  become 
children  of  his  mind ;  and  it  would  be  found  hard 
to  make  him  change  an  opinion  of  a  system  which 
he  had  spent  so  much  time  in  maturing,  although 
we  should  conceive  them  to  be  originated  against 
the  first  principles  of  Qovemment  Indee<^  it  is 
a  principle  itself,  that  the  Legislative  and  Execu- 
tive Departments  should  be  kept  as  far  distant  as 
possible.  We,  whose  privilege  it  is  to  originate 
the  laws,  should  have  no  remote  view  of  advan- 
tage. Although  it  is  difficult  to  amend  the  defect- 
ive parts  in  a  complicated  system  without  endan- 
gering the  uniformity  of  the  whole,  yet  it  is  less 
difficult  to  put  together  the  parts  from  collected 
materials,  and  to  amend  a  plan  before  it  has  been 
matured. 

The  objections  which  he  at  first  entertained  to 
this  method  of  calling  for  matured  plans  from  the 
Heads  of  Departments,  were  growing  every  day 
stroller  in  his  mind.  The  propriety  of  keeping 
the  Legislative,  Judicial^  and  Executive  powers 
distinct  from  each  other,  is  founded  in  gooa  sense. 
It  is  dangerous  to  intrust  those  who  have  a  pros- 
pect of  deriving  some  advantage  in  the  execution 
of  a  law,  to  have  any  hand  in  naming  it.  And  it 
is  as  improper  for  the  Le^slative  to  attend  to  the 
execution  of  a  law,  as  it  is  for  the  Executive  to 
meddle  in  the  business  of  legislation.  The  prin- 
ciple, if  once  admitted,  may  be  carried  to  such 
lengths  as  to  admit  the  Judiciary  to  sit  in  the 
House  of  Representatives;  and  we  shall  have  them 
here,  in  their  long  robes,  introducing  plans  of  laws, 
with  the  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury  and  War 
DejMirtments.  The  strong  sense  he  had  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  keeping  the  Departments  distinct,  had 
such  force  upon  ms  mind  as  to  occasion  his  oppo- 
sition even  to  the  introduction  of  the  two  Secre- 
taries, the  other  day,  to  answer  interrogatories  in 
the  House.  Such  a  precedent,  he  feared,  might 
prove  a  dangerous  one.  and  lean  to  an  interference 
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in  more  important  points.  He  confessed,  how- 
ever, that  in  some  instances  the  different  Depart- 
ments of  Government  must  necessarily,  in  some 
decree,  be  hlended ;  but  he  insisted  that  tney  should 
be  Kept  separate  as  much  as  possible. 

Some  gentlemen  have  gone  so  far  as  to  intimate 
that  the  barrier  between  them  is  chiefly  theoreti- 
cal, that  it  is  ODly  a  paper  barrier.  To  be  sure, 
said  he,  the  barrier  laid  down  in  the  Constitution 
for  the  separation  of  the  Departments,  is  not  a 
fence  to  keep  out  wild  beasts,  nor  a  ditch  aeainst  a 
savage  enemy,  nor  even  like  the  wall  of  China^  to 
keep  out  the  Tartars;  yet  it  is  not  so  theoretical 
as  not  to  be  explicitly  understood,  and  we  ought 
to  make  it  as  strong  and  impregnable  as  if  it  were 
a  mound. 

Experience  is  strongly  in  favor  of  this  principle. 
Both  modes  of  originating  laws  have  been  tried; 
hut  that  system  which  originated  in  the  House, 
according  to  his  opinion,  had  sat  well  on  the  feel- 
ings of  the  people,  whose  interests  and  wishes,  joys 
and  sorrows,  must  be  better  known  to  their  Repre- 
sentatives tnan  it  is  possible  for  any  Executive 
officer  to  be  acquainted  with,  in  so  extensive  a 
country.  Had  the  same  principle  been  followed 
in  the  originating;  of  the  Excise  Jaw,  as  was  in  the 
Impost,  it  would  most  probably  have  sat  better 
upon  the  people.  His  constituents,  he  contended, 
had  a  right  to  nave  their  feelings  represented;  ana 
if  he  found  it  impracticable  to  make  their  voice 
heard,  and  sentiments  understood  with  effect  in 
the  House,  he  should  consider  it  his  duty  to  try 
another  mode  of  forwarding  their  interests.  He 
would  so  to  where  systems  originated,  and  there 
he  womd  thrust  in  wnat  information  an  acquaint- 
ance with  his  constituents  put  him  in  possession 
of,  and  demand  it  as  a  right  that  their  feelings 
should  be  consulted.  He  knew  it  would  be  an- 
swered, that  information  was  received  at  the  Trea- 
sury by  private  letters  and  by  private  conversa- 
tions. But  this  was  often  deceitful  information; 
he  knew  it  to  be  so  in  many  instances,  and  that 
that  persons  who  gave  this  information  would  not 
have  readily  owned  it  amount  their  neighbors, 
who  might  consider  that  their  legal  Represent- 
atives were  the  only  true  sources  from  which 
information,  concerning  their  wants  or  desires, 
should  be  derived.    If  any  other  mode  shall  be 

gnrsued,  it  cannot  come  to  good.    Upon  the  whole, 
e  was  against  the  reference,  and  wished  that  part 
of  the  motion  to  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  White  was  of  the  same  opinion  with  Mr. 
Baldwin,  and  spoke  against  the  unqualified  prac- 
tice of  giving  such  extensive  powers  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury.  The  House  which  will 
succeed  the  present  will  condemn  those  measures, 
and  he  foresaw  all  these  dangers  in  the  second 
session  of  the  First  Congress;  that  there  would 
hardly  be  an  object  of  taxation,  but  what  might 
be  thrown  into  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  to 
manage.  Indeed,  the  power  given  to  that  officer 
exceeds  the  whole  powers  possessed  by  the  Senate, 
for  their  plans  do  not  come  accompanied  with  the 
improper  influence  of  lengthy  argument.  He 
wished,  if  it  were  possible,  that  the  House  mi^ht 
be  left  to  exercise  tneir  own  judgments,  and  that 


the  Secretary  should  be  restricted  to  the  more  Ex- 
ecutive part  of  the  business  of  managing  the  reve- 
nue after,  and  not  before,  it  has  been  established 
by  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  Giles  was  sorry  to  hear  this  old  contest 
again  agitated.  He  was  also  against  the  refer- 
ence, and  lamented  the  wrong  construction  which 
had  been  put  upon  the  Constitution.  He  also 
declared  it  to  be  his  opinion,  that  some  of  the 
measures  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  discovered  a  princely  ignorance  of  the 
country,  for  the  wants  and  wishes  of  one  part  had 
been  sacrificed  to  the  interest  of  the  other. 

Mr.  Murray  was  in  favor  of  the  reference. 

Mr.  Gerrt  also  spoke  for  it  He  read  the  bill 
for  establishing  the  Treasury  Department,  fVom 
which  he  argued  that  the  House  was  bound,  that 
it  was  their  duty,  to  refer  to  the  Secretary  for 
plans,  d^.,  and  he  saw  no  cause  for  jealousy,  or 
for  any  faction  to  be  raised  against  that  officer. 

Mr.  Mercer  expressed  much  astonishment  that  ' 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
should  sugg^est  an  idea  that  a  faction  fas  he  termed 
it^  could  exist  in  that  House  against  the  Secretary 
or  the  Treasury;  his  native  manliness  of  character 
must  have  fled  before  he  could  admit  so  humiliat- 
ing a  position.  That  mind  must  be  degraded  with- 
inj  it  must  have  been  sensible  of  a  degradation 
without,  before  it  could  so  far  relinquish  the  self- 
love  and  self-esteem  ingrafted  in  our  natures,  as 
to  descend  into  a  faction  against  a  Secretary.  As 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  he  felt  and  acknow- 
ledged inferiority  to  no  created  being.  As  one  of 
their  Representatives  in  the  Supreme  Le^slative 
Council,  ne  considered  himself  m  a  situation  more 
responsible,  and  invested  with  an  authority  more 
important  and  dignified  than  that  of  any  Secretary 
whatever.  And  whatever  might  be  tne  opinions 
of  other  gentlemen,  these  impressions  should  ac- 
company him  through  every  stage  of  his  political 
conduct;  and  they  would  justify  the  uniform  per- 
severance with  which  he  had  and  should  contmue 
to  preserve  the  full  and  entire  exercise  of  the  pow- 
ers vested  in  him  by  the  Constitution.  The  hon- 
orable gentleman  had  cited  a  law  to  enforce  this 
reference.  If  this  was  the  case,  they  had  no  power 
to  deliberate.  This  surely  must  be  admitted  and 
be  unconstitutional.  No  former  Congress  could 
deprive  themselves  and  their  successors  of  this 
most  important  of  all  their  powers,  and  render 
themselves  the  cyphers  and  instruments  of  an  in- 
dividual. If  it  gave  the  Secretary  the  exclusive 
right  to  originate,  it  was  waste  paper,  it  was  nu- 
^tory  and  void;  if  it  did  not,  he  did  not  see  why 
It  should  be  urged.  If  it  was  not  wholly  exclusive, 
it  ought  not  to  be  partially  so;  for  by  parting  with 
the  power  by  a  reference,  it  could  not  be  again 
taken  up  until  a  report,  wnich  could  never  make 
its  appearance  untu  accommodated  to  the  wishes 
of  a  majority.  Those  who  did  not  participate  in 
this  out-of-doors  legislation,  were  excluded  from 
all  the  benefits  of  Government,  for  a  majority  once 
agreed,  no  representations  could  break  or  alter  it. 
He  thought  himself  authorized  to  say  so,  from  the 
principles  and  theory  of  human  nature,  and  from 
the  practice  of  the  House.    But,  to  lay  aside  (as 


I. 


707 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


708 


a  OP  R.] 


Tlie  Miliiia  Laic, 


[NOTBMBBR,  1793. 


he  ought  to  do)  cotemporary  ex[>ositioii,  and  to 
expound  the  law  by  the  Constitution,  he  thought 
he  could  reconcile  them.  The  Constitution  had 
divided  the  delegated  powers  of  the  people  among 
the  three  branches^  Legislative.  Executive,  and  Ju- 
diciary, neither  of  which  could  alter  or  transfer 
the  powers  so  vested.  The  Legislative  was  the 
first,  and  the  source  which  brought  into  activity 
the  other  two.  The  law  must  be  made  by  them ; 
it  must  be  expounded  and  sup{>lied  bv  the  Judiciary, 
and  executed  hy  the  Executive;  tne  two  last,  by 
the  nature  of  things,  flow  from,  and  so  far  are  de- 
pendent on  the  first,  as  the  only  source.  Thus  the 
Constitution  speaks  of  Heads  of  Departments  and 
inferior  tribunals:  it  does  not  describe  their  duties; 
when  the  Legislature  describes  their  duties^  they 
must  be  expounded  as  Executive  or  Judiciary 
duties,  accordingly  as  they  may  respect  or  apper- 
tain to  either  branch.  The  Heads  of  the  Depart- 
ments are  the  inferior  organs  of  the  Executive 
power.  The  Constitution  permits  the  head  of 
that  branch  to  propose  plaas;  it  may  be  proper, 
then,  that  the  different  Secretaries  may  prepare 
such  plans  as  are  within  their  respective  Depart- 
ments, which  the  Chief  Magistrate  may  propose 
to  the  Legislature,  if  he  sees  fit ;  and  when  so  done, 
it  is  constitutional,  and  the  Legislature  may,  or 
may  not,  at  their  discretion,  take  them  up.  Any 
other  exposition  is  unconstitutional  and  idle.  They 
are  also  the  expositions  of  the  documents  and  in- 
formation that  arise  in  the  administration  of  Go- 
vernment which  this  House  may  require  of  the 
Elxecutive  Magistrate,  and  which  he  will  commu- 
nicate as  he  sees  fit.  The  House  may  go  too  far 
in  asking  information.  He  may  constitutionally 
deny  such  information  of  facts  there  deputed  as 
are  nt  to  be  communicated  and  may  assist  in  legis- 
lation I  always  wish  for.  But  I  want  no  opinions 
resulting  from  him.  If  they  are  to  influence  me, 
they  are  wron^;  if  not  to  influence,  they  are  useless. 
This  mode  ofprocedure.  of  originating  laws  with 
the  Secretary,  destroys  all  responsibility ;  it  throws 
it  on  a  man  not  elected  by  the  people^  and  over 
whom  they  have  no  control.  Men  will  go  in  a 
crowd,  and  glije  down  a  current,  embarked  in  a 
system  which  no  one  of  them  would  have  dared 
to  propose.  That  practice  has  proved  the  theory, 
let  the  Elxecutive  law  evince.  Ori^nating  with 
the  Secretary,  it  met  little  opposition;  and  I  do 
not  believe  that  any  one  memoer,  relying  on  his 
individual  responsibility  to  his  constituents,  would 
have  openly,  in  this  House,  originated  the  desi^. 
A  cavil,  however,  is  raised  on  that  part  of  the 
Constitution  which  confines  the  orif^inatinff  money 
bills  to  this  House  exclusively.  It  is  said,  by  some, 
a  bill  is  not  originated  until  it  has  passed  the 
House.  Suppose  a  bill  goes  throufi^h  one  or  two 
readings  here,  and  is  rejected  on  a  third;  will  any 
man  say,  sucn  a  bill  never  originated  ?  Surely 
the  first  application  of  general  principles  to  a  par- 
ticular subject,  is  the  origination,  and  no  suose- 
quent  stage  can  be  affixed.  Some  say  the  Secre- 
tary's Reports  are  like  Smith's  Treatise  on  the 
Wealth  of  Nations.  We  do  not  come  here  to  go 
to  school,  or  hear  lectures  from  the  Secretaries  on 
finance  or  any  other  subject    It  would  be  waste 


of  time  to  repeat  arguments  so  often  and  so  ably 
urged.    I  neither  expect  nor  wish  more  than  tern- 

r^rary  expedients  from  the  present  representation, 
look  to  the  succeeding  session,  when  ultimate 
and  final  arrangements,  remedying  the  injustice 
of  the  present  Funding  systems  and  concomitant 
evils,  will  take  place. 

Alter  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Baldwin  and  Mr.. 
Page,  the  question  for  striking  out  the  latter  part 
of  the  resolution  was  called  for,  and  there  rose  in 
the  affirmative  25,  and  31  in  the  negative. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  reported  the  resolu- 
tion, and  the  House  adjourned. 

Weonbsdat,  November  21. 

A  petition  of  Thomas  Faulkner  and  EMward 
Faulkner  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
praying  that  compensation  may  be  made  to  theni 
out  of  the  unappropriated  lands  in  the  Western 
country,  for  the  quantity  to  which  they  are  enti- 
tled, as  reAigees  from  Nova  Scotia,  under  a  reso- 
lution of  the  late  Congress,  of  the  13th  of  April, 
1785. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  lo 
the  Secretary  of  War.  with  mstruction  to  examine 
the  same,  and  report  nis  opinion  thereupon  to  the 
House. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  biing  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  establish  a 
uniform  system  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcies 
throughout  the  United  States;  and  that  Mr.WiL* 
liam  smith,  Mr.  Boudinot,  Mr.  Laurance,  Mr. 
White,  and  Mr.  QEtuiT,  be  the  said  committee. 

THE  MILITIA  LAW. 

Mr.  Murray  called  for  the  resolution  which  he 
laid  on  the  table  yesterday,  ^^  that  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  repeal  that  clause  of  the  Militia  law 
which  relates  to  the  arming  the  Militia :"  this  be- 
ing read — 

Air.  Murray  said  he  still  had  hopes,  though  his 
first  motion  had  failed.  The  present  motion  was 
to  repeal  the  clause  which  he  hoped  to  prove  ob- 
noxious. As  it  was  more  limited  than  the  former 
one,  and  as  he  did  not  mean  by  this  to  go  into  a 
general  revision  of  the  whole  law,  but  confine  tb^ 
repeal  and  substitute  to  the  arming  clause,  he 
imagined  many  gentlemen  would  support  his  in- 
tentions, who  yesterday  were  averse  to  opening  the 
whole  law  to  revision.  The  clause  in  question  was 
obnoxious  to  his  constituents;  a  late  and  most  in- 
timate knowiedffe  of  his  district  had  enabled  him 
with  ^at  confiaence  to  say  so ;  and  he  had  reason 
to  believe  that  unless  an  alteraticm  in  the  law  took 
placcj  no  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Maryland  would 
give  It  the  desired  operation  in  that  State.  The 
clause  was  disagreeable  to  his  constituents,  because 
it  was  oppressive  in  principle  and  impracticable  in 
its  operation.  It  was  a  prmciple  of  political  jus- 
tice, which  no  occasion  could  dispense  with,  that 
protection  and  taxation  should  be  commensurate. 
That  wherever  a  tax  was  levied  for  the  protection 
of  society,  its  apportionment  among  individuals 
should  beasexactlv  as  possible  correspondent  with 
the  property  of  each  individual.  There  is  so  much 
justice  in  tnis,  that  he  did  not  suppose  it  would  be 
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coQtroTerted.  The  oppreasion  that  will  be  felt  in 
the  operaticm  of  this  clause,  flows  from  the  viola- 
tion of  that  principle.  The  obligation  to  arm  in 
a  particular  manner,  as  it  will  produce  a  uniform 
expense  on  men  of  unequal  property,  will  prove 
a  tax  that  will  act  unjustly,  because  unequally — 
men  will  not  pay  agreeably  to  their  property.  To 
illustrate  this  is  easy,  and  the  plamest  mode  of 
showing  the  truth.  By  the  law,  he  who  has  passed 
his  forty-fifth  year  is  exempt  from  militia  duty.  It 
must  otten  happen  that  men  of  large  fortune  will 
thus  contribute  nothing  towards  this  species  of 
protection,  while  the  man  of  very  small  fortune 
will  be  obliged  to  furnish  lai^ly  to  it,  if  the  father 
of  a  family,  capable  and  of  age  to  bear  arms.  For 
the  sake  of  hannony  and  a  ready  disposition  to  fall 
into  a  patriotic  impulse,  he  much  doubted  whether 
his  constituents  would  have  murmured  much  at 
the  vii^tion  of  the  principle ;  but  the  impractica- 
Inlity  of  this  clause  obliges  them  to  seek  relief 
through  their  Representatives.  -The  law,  in  the 
district  he  came  frcnn,  he  much  feared  could  not 
be  executed.  Bach  inilitia-man  is  to  come  into 
the  ^d  with  a  musket  or  firelock,  a  bayonet,  car- 
touoh-box,  and  other  eauipments.  These,  he  verily 
believed,  could  not  be  nad.  If  the  citizen»-*even 
those  wno  would  think  lightly  of  the  burden — 
ooold  not  procure  these  accoutrements,  the  law 
most  be  vicuatod.  Congress,  he  hoped,  would  not 
force  his  well-inclined  fellow-citizens  to  violate 
the  law ;  but  if  the  law  could  not  possibly  be  exe- 
cuted, because  impracticable,  the  Legislature  would 
be  answerable  for  the  indignities  it  brought  upon 
itself,  by  thus  prescribing  unnecessary  hardships. 
It  was,  then,  to  shield  Congress,  and  the  dignity  of 
lesrislation,  nrom  the  shame  of  imposing  impossible 
omigations,  as  well  as  to  redress  the  citizen,  that 
he  wished  the  clause  altered.  Several  modes  pre- 
sented themselves.  The  most  obvious  is,  the  fur- 
nishing of  the  arms  at  the  public  expense ;  and 
another  is,  the  furnishing  of  the  arms  to  such  as 
might,  in  the  opinion  of  certain  officers,  be  too 
poor  conveniently  to  find  them.  Congress  might 
leave  it  with  either  the  officers  of  the  militia,  or 
with  the  deputy  marshals.  The  disposition  once  felt 
to  Thieve,  would  presently  designate  its  mode  of 
aocomj^shing  redress.  Fmes,  too.  would  prove  a 
popetually  accumulating  fund,  wnich  could  in  a 
few  years  either  be  applied  to  the  further  purchase 
of  arms,  and  further  exoneration  of  the  poorer 
class,  wno  might  not  fail  within  the  idea  of  the 
most  rigid  poverty,  or  to  a  reimbursement  of  the 
pubHc  for  the  arms  first  purchased.  At  all  events, 
it  could  do  no  harm  to  hear  what  a  committee 
could  report  on  this  subject ;  and  when  the  House 
reflected  that  this  was  the  wish  of  a  populous  dis- 
trict, and  he  verily  believed  of  the  wnole  State  of 
li^yland,  he  did  not  doubt  of  at  least  a  sober  re- 
gard to  such  claims.  A  matter  of  great  import- 
ance it  certainly  was,  that,  as  fieir  as  is  consistent 
with  the  good  of  the  whole,  the  interests  and 
wishes  of  a  part  should  be  attended  to.  In  this 
case,  his  constituents  argued  from  no  partial  views 
or  local  motives,  but  from  the  fundiunental  prin- 
ciples of  property  and  taxation,  equally  applicable 
to  all  who  thought  themselves  aggrieved.   He  was 


convinced  the  clause  in  question  was  as  impracti- 
cable as  it  was  oppressive,  and  he  hoped  to  nave  a 
committee  appointed.  He  felt,  that  whatever 
might  be  the  event,  he  had  discharged  the  duty 
he  owed  to  his  fellow-citizens,  and  ol^yed  his  own 
opinions. 

Mr.  Williamson  strongly  reprobated  the  idea 
of  makiug  the  arming  of  the  militia  a  public  ex- 
pense, as  involving  a  most  unequal  and  oppressive 
species  of  taxation,  especially  as  it  is  conceded 
tnat  more  than  one  half  of  the  militia  are  already 
armed. 

Mr.  KiTTERA  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  motion. 
By  a  calculation  which  he  offered,  he  said,  the 
expense  of  anx^ng  the  militia  at  the  public  charge 
would  amount  to  forty-two  millions  of  dollars, 
rating  the  expense  at  £20  per  man,  aqcording  to 
the  estimate  of  a  gentleman  from  Maryland.  He 
reprobated  the  idea  of  making  any  alteration  in 
the  law,  before  any  experience  of  its  effects  had 
taken  jmce. 

Mr.  Mercer  supported  the  estimate  he  had 
made  of  the  individual  expense;  and  if  it  amount- 
ed, said  he,  as  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
has  said,  to  forty-two  millions  of  dollars,  was  the 
expense  lessenea  by  its  being  imposed  in  the  most 
unequal  and  oppressive  manner?  He  said  he 
never  had  any  idea  of  the  Government's  incurring 
such  an  expense.  He  had  no  conception  of  the 
policy  of  a  militia  amounting  to  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  men ;  he  never  wished  to  see  a  mi- 
litia which  should  exceed  thirty  thousand.  The 
plan  of  arming  such  an  immense  mass  of  militia 
was,  in  his  opinion,  the  most  absurd  idea  that  could 
be  imagined,  and  amounted  to  a  relinquishment  of 
all  hope  of  an  efficient  militia. 

Mr.  Paob  was  qpposed  to  the  motion.  He  ob- 
jected particularly  to  Mr.  Mercer's  idea  of  arming 
so  small  a  part  or  the  miUtia,  and  pointed  out  the 
difficulties  which  would  naturally  take  place  in 
consequence  of  different  pnncij^es  beinff  adopted  in 
respect  to  the  arming  of  the  muitia.  He  remarked 
that  the  difficulties  which  had  presented  them- 
selves in  the  former  discussion  of  this  matter  now 
occurred  in  full  force,  and  would  involve  the 
House  in  all  the  perplexities  which  had  heretofore 
attended  the  subject. 

Mr.  Datton  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  mo- 
tion. He  was  opposed  to  it,  and  reprobated  in 
stronff  terms  any  plan  of  arming  the  militia  which 
should  give  either  the  State  or  G^eral  Qovem- 
ment  a  ri^ht  to  dispossess  them  of  their  arms  on 
any  occasion. 

Mr.  Murray  added  some  further  remarks,  and 
then  the  question  was  determined  in  the  negative; 
yeas  6,  nays  50,  as  follows : 

YsA8« — Benjamin  Bourne,  Philip  Key,  John  Francis 
Mercer,  William  Vans  Murray,  Thomas  Sumpter,  and 
Francis  Willis. 

Nats^ — FLdier  Ames,  John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham 
Baldwin,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Benson,  Shearjashnb 
bourne,  Abraham  Claik,  Jonathan  Davton,  Thomas 
Fitznmona,  Elbridge  Gerry,  William  B.  Giles,  Nicholas 
Gihnan,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  Christopher 
Greenup,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Bany  Grove,  Thomas 
Haitley,  Daniel  Heister,  James  Hillhonse,  Daniel  Hu- 
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ger,  Aaron  Kitcheil,  John  W.  Kittera,  John  Laurance, 
Amasa  Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  George  Leonard, 
Samuel  Liyermore,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madison, 
Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  Nap 
thaniel  Niles,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Josiah 
Parker,  Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker,  Theodore  Sedgwick, 
Peter  Sylvester,  Jeremiah  Smith,  William  Smith,  John 
Steele,  Jonathan  Sturges,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas 
Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Abraham  Venable, 
Artemas  Ward,  Alexander  White,  and  Hugh  William- 


son. 


THE  PRESn)ENT*S  SPEECH. 


The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tions reported  yesterday  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  Speech  of  the  President  of 
THE  United  States  ;  which  were  read,  as  fol- 
lows: 

**  Reaoktdj  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee 
that  (Hrorision  be  made  by  law  for  the  widows  and  or- 
phans of  those  persons  who  may  have  been  killed  while 
under  the  protection  of  flags  of  truce  to  the  Indian 
tribes. 

**  Rtwhed,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee 
that  provision  be  made  by  law  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  intercourse  with  foreign  nations. 

*'  Resohedf  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee 
that  measures  ought  to  be  taken  for  the  redemption  of 
so  much  of  the  public  debt  as  by  the  act  entitled  *  An 
act  making  provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States' 
the  United  States  have  reserved  the  right  to  redeem ; 
and  thaCthe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to 
report  a  plan  for  that  purpose. 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  report 
the  plan  of  a  provision  for  the  reimbursement  of  the 
loan  made  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  pursuant 
to  the  1 1th  section  of  the  act  entitled  <  An  act  to  incor- 
porate the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States." 

The  first  and  second  resolutions  were  severally 
again  read,  and,  on  the  question  put  thereupon, 
agreed  to  bv  the  House. 

The  third  resolution  being  again  read,  a  motion 
was  made,  and,  the  question  being  put  to  amend 
the  same,  by  striking  out  the  words  "and  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  report  a 
plan  for  that  purpose" — 

Mr.  Page  said  a  few  words  on  the  subject,  and 
denied  the  charge  which  had  been  made  by  some 
members  against  others,  when  they  termed  their 
conduct  ministerial  oppc^ition. 

Mr.  Laurance  spoke  for  some  time  in  reply  to 
the  arguments  yesterday  adduced  by  those  who 
had  called  the  mode  of  referring  to  the  Heads  of 
Departments  unconstitutional.  He  insisted  that 
there  was  nothings  coming  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  which  partook  of  a  Lejgislative  quali- 
ty ;  and,  with  re^rd  to  the  plans  heretofore  pro- 
Eosed  by  that  officer,  he  was  of  opinion  that  they 
ad  met  with  general  approbation,  and  that  they 
had  materially  assisted  the  credit  of  the  United 
States.  Before  he  sat  down  he  took  occasion  to 
inform  the  House  that  it  was  not  to  be  expected 
that  the  surplus  of  the  revenue,  mentioned  oy  the 
Secretary  in  his  report  made  at  the  opening  of 
the  present  session,  would  be  sufficient  for  the 
demands  of  Government  for  the  year  1793.  Other 
funds  must  be  looked  for.    His  reason  for  men- 


tioning this  was  in  order  to  bring  the  subject  fairly 
before  the  House.  With  respect  to  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  public  debt,  he  presumed  every  mem- 
ber in  the  House  wished  it  to  be  accomplished  as 
fast  as  possible.  And  the  receiving  information 
from  the  Secretary  could  not  affect  their  judg- 
ments any  more  than  a  plan  drawn  up  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  could :  they  were  always  left 
free  to  adopt  or  reject  those  plans. 

Mr.  Gerrt  added  a  few  remarks  in  favor  of  the 
reference. 

Mr.  FiNDLET  was  against  it.  He  was  one  of  those 
to  whom  the  gentleman  from  New  York  alluded  as 
wishing  to  r^eem  the  debt  as  fast  as  possible,  and 
also  to  receive  information  even  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury ;  but  I  distinguish  (said  Mr. 
F.)  between  requiring  information  and  transferring 
the  power  of  originating  revenue  systems.  Gen- 
tlemen "Say  this  is  not  a  money  bill,  as  it  does  not 
require  a  new  tax.  I  consider  every  appropriation 
of  revenue,  or  every  change  of  appropriations,  or 
uses  of  all  the  public  money,  to  be  of  the  same 
nature  of  a  money  bill,  and  the  originating  thereof 
equally  the  peculiar  trust  of  this  House ;  the  Se- 
nate cannot  originate  in  the  one  case  more  than 
in  the  other. 

It  is  the  constitutional  duty  of  the  President  to 
inform  the  Legislature  respecting  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  to  recommend  such  L^islative  business 
as  he  may  think  expedient.  The  institutions  of 
the  Heads  of  the  various  Executive  Departments 
are  authorized  in  the  Constitution,  and  have  been 
organized  by  law.  They  are  the  proper  Execu- 
tive channels  through  which  information  respect- 
ing the  execution  and  practical  defects  in  the  laws 
are  to  be  collected,  and  with  whom  the  necessary 
vouchers  are  deposited  \  and  from  those  we  have 
a  rijght  to  call  for  such  information  as  is  necessary. 
This  we  not  only  admit,  but  advocate ;  yet  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  continually  urge  the  ne- 
cessity of  information,  as  if  we  were  opposed  to 
the  receiving  of  it.  We  are  willin|^,  nay,  we  are 
anxious  to  receive,  every  official  information  that 
is  to  be  obtained  from  the  Secretary ;  but  we  wish 
to  make  a  more  effective  use  of  it — we  wish  to 
improve  it  in  giving  the  first  form  to  our  revenue 
plans,  according  to  the  trust  reposed  in  us.  But 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  and  others  say 
that  referring  to  the  Secretary  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  revenue  plans  is  not  contrary  to  the 
Constitution,  and  calls  upon  us  to  prove  that  it  is. 
I  answer,  that  the  right  of  transferring  that  power 
is  not  expressed  in  the  Constitution ;  if  so,  I  ap- 
prehend the  burden  of  proof  lies  upon  the  gentle- 
men, and  not  upon  us.  The  Constitution  ex- 
pressly defines  the  power  of  the  Elxecutive  in 
g'ving  information,  recommending  to  the  Legis- 
ture,  and  of  exercising  a  limited  negative  upon 
the  laws ;  it  is  of  the  nature  of  Executive  power 
to  be  transferrahle  to  subordinate  officers;  but 
Legislative  authority  is  incommunicable,  and  can- 
not be  transferred.  To  give  the  first  form  to  re* 
venue  plans  is  a  peculuir  trust  reposed  in  this 
House  that  we  cannot  transfer  even  to  the  Senate; 
and  if  that  body  were  to  propose  a  plan  to  us,  we 
could  not  accept  of  it.    This  trust  is  peculiarly 
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reposed  in  us,  for  obvioos  reasons,  which  I  will 
not  at  this  time  detain  the  House  with  explaining. 
And  indeed  the  constitutional  principles  inyolved 
in  this  question  have  been  so  very  ably  investi- 
gated already  by  several  gentlemen,  that  more  from 
me  on  that  ground  is  not  necessary ;  nor  could  I 
improve  upon  what  they  have  expressed.    But  an 
argument  of  another  kind  has  been  frequently  re- 
peated, and  much  ur^ed  by  the  gentleman  last  up, 
(Mr.  Gerry,]  viz :  that  the  law  which  organizes 
the  Treasury  Department  has  made  this  mode  of 
originating  business  our  duty;  that  breaking  this 
law  would  be  settin^r  a  dangerous  example  of  dis- 
obedience to  the  citizens,  &c.    The  law  in  ques- 
tion doubtless  gives  the  Secretary  a  legal  capacity 
of  originating  money  bills,  or  plans,  and  makes  it 
his  duty  when  called  upon.    How  far  the  law  is 
right  is  another  question.    But  does  the  law  make 
it  our  duty  to  refer  this  subject  to  him  ?    I  trust 
not.    Had  the  last  House  of  Representatives  a 
right  to  originate  revenue  systems  before  this 
transfemng  uiw  was  enacted  1    Surely  not.    Had 
the  House  of  Representatives  power  to  alienate 
or  abridge  our  rights?    This  is  the  strange  doc- 
trine that  is  avowed^,  but  it  is  equally  extravagant 
and  nustak^.    This  House  has  equal  powers 
with  that  which  the  first  House  at  any  time  pos- 
sessed, and  the  next  House  will  have  as  much  as 
this.    I  have  as  much  power  as  any  other  mem- 
ber ever  had,  and  the  exercise  of  that  power  is 
only  subject  to  the  control  of  the  Constitution  and 
the  Rules  of  Order.    Will  the  gentlemen  say  that 
I  have  not  a  right  just  now,  or  at  any  time,  to 
propose  a  plan  for  the  very  object  in  question,  or 
for  any  other  revenue  purpose?    Yes,  sir,  I  have; 
and  it  I  have,  every  other  member  on  this  floor 
has;  and  if  the  members  individually  have  the 
riffht  of  proposing  an  original  plan,  surely  the 
House  in  its  collective  capacity  has.    It  is  the 
members  of  this  House  who  are  sworn  to  the  dis- 
cbarge of  this  duty,  and  they  only  are  responsible 
to  their  constituents.    But  we  are  told  that  refer- 
ring to  the  Secretary  renders  him  responsible. 
Some  have  said  that  it  even  involves  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  PRESinENT.      I  have  sometimes 
thouj^nt  that  the  idea  of  responsibility  was  the 
political  idol  of  the  times ;  however,  responsibility 
properly  placed  is  one  of  the  greatest  securities  in 
Gk>vemment.  In  the  Executive  Department  much 
c^  the  duty  as  well  as  responsibility  of  office  may 
be  tranferred  or  divided ;  but  in  the  Legislature, 
where  there  can  be  no  transfer  of  duty  or  trust, 
there  can  be  no  transfer  of  responsibility.    How 
can  a  Secretary  be  responsible  for  originating 
either  the  substance  or  form  of  laws  1    To  whom 
is  he  accountable  for  the  discharge  of  this  trust '? 
Not  to  the  PRESinENT,  j[by  whom  he  is  appomted, 
and  on  whom  only  he  is  dependent  for  his  con- 
tinoance  in  office:)  no,  for  this  is  not  an  Execu- 
tive trust.    He  is  not  responsible  to  the  people ; 
he  is  neither  intrusted  nor  chosen  by  them.    He 
is  not  responsible  to  us,  for  he  is  not  our  offi- 
cer.    It  is  not  he.  but  us,  will  bear  the  blame, 
while  we  boast  or  the  security  arising  from  re- 
sponsibility; by  improperly  dividing  Legislative 
business,  we  lose  the  aavantages  thereof. 
2(1  Con.— 24 


But,  passing  many  arguments  worthy  of  reply, 
I  shall  offer  a  few  observations  upon  what  nas 
been  much  dwelt  upon  and  so  often  repeated  re- 
specting the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  the 
different  modes  contended  for.  We  are  told  that 
referring  to  the  Secretary  for  revenue  systems 
will  secure  public  credit,  by  giving  stability  and 
system  to  our  revenue,  obc.;  and  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  has  told  us,  that  to  this  method 
of  originating  revenue  laws,  we  are  indebted  for 
the  advantages  of  our  present  situation ;  that  we 
are  indebted  thereto  for  our  prosperity  and  wealth. 
Certainly,  if  this  is  true,  it  proves  too  much.  It 
proves  that  we  are  not  capaUe  of  discharginfi;  the 
trust  reposed  in  us ;  in  short,  that  the  Republican 
form  or  Grovemment  under  which  we  are  is  not 
suitable  for  us ;  if  so,  it  is  better  to  chan^  openly 
than  in  this  indirect  manner.  But,  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  ask,  if,  with  all  the  increase  of  power  and  means 
possessed  by  the  present  Government,  it  is  sup- 
posable  that  Congress  would  not  have  exercised 
the  powers,  nor  applied  the  revenues  to  proper 
purposes  ?  Would  they  have  wholly  overlooked 
the  contracts  and  debts  of  the  United  States,  if 
the  Secretary  had  not  originated  the  system? 
Surely  this  is  not  a  supposable  case.  I  wish  he 
woula  give  a  few  instances  of  what  we  could  do ; 
and  if  we  did  wrong,  the  gentlemen  would  be  fur- 
nished with  new  arguments  in  favor  of  their  plan. 

But  the  same  gentleman  has  told  us  that  the 
Secretary,  digesting  the  plan,  has  no  more  influ- 
ence on  the  subject  than  our  Clerk's  inserting  a 
clause  in  a  bill  would  have ;  that  they  are  equally 
under  our  control.  I  think  this  b  not  very  con- 
sistent with  the  eminent  advantages  he  has  sug- 
gested that  we  have  derived  from  the  Secretary's 
origination  of  revenue  plans.  However,  I  appre- 
hend the  difference  is  very  great  The  Clerk  is 
wholly  dependent  on  us ;  he  has  nojpatronage,  no 
means  of  influence  annexed  to  his  office,  nor  would 
he  be  permitted  to  intrude  his  arguments  in  sup- 
port of  his  plans.  But,  sir,  if  we  are  not  capable 
of  ffiving  the  first  form  to  our  revenue  systems 
without  such  aid,  the  better  way  would  be  to  apply 
for  such  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  as 
would  enable  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
appoint  an  officer  wholly  dependent  on  themselves 
for  that  purpose.  Surely  this  would  be  more 
proper  than  to  employ  an  Executive  officer  over 
whom  we  have  no  official  control. 

Much  has  been  said  of  the  security  arising  from 
our  own  virtue  and  discernment  beinf  a  security 
against  undue  influence.  I  have  no  doubt  but  the 
most  venal  public  bodies  would  boast  as  much  as 
we ;  but  our  own  self-confidence  will  never  justify 
us  in  breaking  down  the  constitutional  guards 
which  suppose  a  possibility  of  undue  influence, 
and  provides  against  the  appearance  of  it. 

But  we  have  been  repeatedly  charged  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  with  endeavoring 
to  introduce  the  confusion  of  the  old  Government. 
What  confusion  does  the  gentleman  mean  ?  Is  it 
a  confusion  of  powers  ?  I  grant  that,  though  the 
old  Congress  did  not  possess  power  enough,  yet  it 
possessed,  in  a  degree^  every  kind  of  power.  This 
we  certainly  do  not  aim  at ;  for  it  is  an  unauthor- 
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ized  exercise  of  this  confusion  of  power  which 
we  oppose.  However,  that  Groyernment  had  no 
efficient  revenue  powers;  and,  hy  the  restricted 
majority  necessary  to  do  business  with  them,  and 
the  bad  attendance  of  members,  they  were  per- 
haps necessarily  induced  to  refer  the  originating 
of  much  of  their  business  to  the  3oards  who  were 
Heads  of  Departments ;  from  this  source  I  believe 
it  was  that  the  practice  was  introduced  by  the 
new  House  lof  Representatives,  though  the  cir- 
cumstances and  powers  of  the  two  bodies  were 
essentially  different.  This  method  of  referring  I 
consider  as  a  part  of  the  confusion  of  the  old  (Go- 
vernment, which  I  hope  we  will  no  longer  tole- 
fiate.  Surely  this  method  of  transferring  so  influ- 
ential a  part  of  our  Legislative  trust  was  not  con- 
templated by  the  Convention  which  formed  the 
Constitution,  nor  by  the  State  Conventions  which 
adopted  it.  It  is  not  agreeable  to  the  practice  of 
the  State  Legislatures,  which  were  the  models  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  Union :  nor  is  it  agreeable 
to  the  obvious  design  of  the  Constitution  itself,  or 
the  impressions  of  the  citizens. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  made  some  ingenious  remarks 
upon  this  subiect ;  amongst  which,  he  said  that 
if  it  was  a  violation  of  the  Constitution  to  permit 
the  Executive  officers  of  Government  to  propose 

ens,  then  the  President  of  the  United  States  had 
n  guilty  of  this  breach.  He  argued  ironically, 
but  was  against  striking  out  the  latter  part  of  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Giles  and  Mr.  Ladrance  each  rose  to  ex- 
plain certain  i)oints  wherein  they  had  respectively 
engaged  in  this  debate. 

Mr.  Ames  rose  at  a  late  hour  in  the  debate,  but 
before  he  would  pretend  to  intrude  upon  the  pa- 
tience of  the  House,  (a  motion  for  taking  the 
question  being  then  under  consideration,)  ne  re- 
quested to  know  whether  it  was  most  agreeable  to 
put  the  question  7  A  general  desire  to  hear  his 
arguments,  however,  prevailed,  and  he  proceeded 
nearly  in  substance  as  follows : 

It  is  so  fashionable  to  introduce  the  Funding  Sys- 
tem upon  every  occasion,  it  would  perhaps  appear 
strange  to  say  that  it  is  out  of  order  upon  any. 
To  my  mind,  and  probably  to  most  gentlemen 
present,  it  will  be  difficult  to  perceive  that  the 
question  before  us  bears  any  relation  to  that  sub- 
ject, or  to  the  frontier  bill,  the  excise,  the  perpetual 
taxes,  the  encouragement  of  manufactures,  and 
many  other  topics,  which,  somehow  or  other,  have 
been  interwoven  with  the  debate.  At  this  late 
hour  of  the  day,  and  in  so  wearisome  a  stage  of 
the  question,  I  may  be  permitted  to  decline  any 
further  notice  of  these  auxiliary  subjects. 

The  great  end  we  have  in  view  is  the  paying 
off  the  Public  Debt  This  object,  truly  important 
in  itself,  unites  the  best  sense  and  strongest  wishes 
of  the  country.  It  is  our  duty  to  provide  means 
for  the  accomplishment  of  this  end.  All  agree 
that  a  plan  is  necessary.  It  must  be  framed  with 
wisdom  and  digested  with  care,  so  as  to  operate 
with  the  greatest  effect,  till  the  whole  debt  shall 
be  extinguished.  The  true  question  is,  Which  is 
the  best  mode  of  framing  this  system  1  Several 
modes  have  been  preferred  by  different  persons. 


Some  advocate  the  appointment  of  a  select  com- 
mittee of  this  House ;  others  insist  that  the  House 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole  is  the  only  prop^ 
mode ;  while  others,  who  defend  the  original  mo- 
tion, desire  to  have  a  plan  prepared  and  submitted 
by  tne  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  It  may  obviate 
.the  force  of  manv  of  the  arguments  we  have 
heard  to  remark,  tnat  it  is  not  asserted  that  either 
of  the  several  modes  is  intrinsically  incapable  of 
effecting  the  purpose.  It  would  be  improper  to 
say  that  a  select  committee  could  not  be  formed 
wno  would  be  able  to  collect  the  materials  for  an 
exact  knowledge  of  the  subject,  and  who,  after 
acquiring  that  Imowled^  would  be  able  to  form 
a  sound  judgment.  Neither  would  it  be  just  nor 
respectful  to  deny,  in  the  absteact,  the  capability 
of  the  House  in  uommittee  to  di^st  such  a  plan. 
But  the  question  still  returns.  Which  of  the  tnree 
methods  is  the  best  to  be^  with  ?  Neither  this 
House  nor  a  select  committee  are  pretended  to  be 
already  possessed  of  the  knowledge  which  is  re- 
quisite to  the  framing  a  system  for  a  Sinking  FiumL 
The  very  materials  from  which  this  knowledge 
is  to  be  gleaned  are  not  in  the  possession  of  t&s 
House — they  are  in  the  Treasury  Department. 
Neither  the  curiosity  nor  the  Legislative  duty  of 
members  lead  them  to  resort  daily  to  the  Trea- 
sury to  investigate  official  details ;  and  even  if  it 
were  so,  the  ofl£^r  at  the  Head  of  the  Department, 
havinff  his  mind  incessantly  occupied  with  his 
offiicial  business,  must  be  admitted  to  possess  a 
more  famiUar  and  ready,  if  not  a  more  ample, 
knowledge  of  the  subject.  Indeed,  the  situation 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  so  evidently 
favorable  to  his  digesting  the  plan  of  a  Sinking 
Fund,  that  it  seems  unnecessary  to  urge  it  even  to 
those  who  are  opposed  to  the  reference.  For 
their  objections  imply  the  preference  of  the  mode, 
in  point  of  expediency,  as  strcm^y  as  those  who 
explicitly  recommend  it  They  say  the  plan  of 
the  Secretary  will  come  forward  with  too  much 
advantage.  Members,  say  they,  not  having  the 
aid  of  these  means  of  information  which  the  Se- 
cretary possesses,  will  not  be  able  to  resist  the  train 
of  reasoning  with  which  he  will  introduce  his 
^an.  It  is  even  expressly  admitted  that  the  in- 
formation of  the  Treasury  Department  is  neces- 
sary^  and  must  be  called  for  -,  but  they  would  not 
receive  it  with  the  reasoning  of  the  Secretary. 
Without  wasting  time  to  prove  this  point  com- 
mon sense  will  decide  instantly  that  the  know- 
ledge of  our  financial  affairs,  and  of  the  means  of 
improving  them,  is  to  be  obtained  the  most  accu- 
rately from  the  officer  whose  duty  it  is  made,  by  our 
own  law,  to  understand  them ;  who  is  appomted 
and  commissioned  for  that  very  purpose ;  and  to 
whom  every  day's  practice  in  his  omce  must  afford 
some  additional  information  of  official  details,  as 
well  as  of  the  operation  of  the  laws.  The  argu- 
ments on  both  sides  end  in  the  same  point,  that 
the  information  of  the  Secretary  would  be  useful. 
Our  object  being  to  prefer  that  mode  of  preparing 
a  plan  which  is  adapted  to  present  us  the  best, 
the  argument  mi^ht  end  here,  if  it  were  not  that 
the  Constitution  is  alleged  to  forbid  our  resorting 
to  the  Secretary.    I  reverence  the  Constitution, 
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and  I  readily  admit  that  the  frequent  appeal  to 
that  as  a  standard  proceeds  from  a  respectful  at- 
tachment to  it.  So  far  it  is  a  source  ofagreeable 
reflection.  But  I  feel  very  different  emotions 
when  I  find  it  almost  daily  resorted  to  on  ques- 
tions of  little  importance,  when,  by  strained  and 
fanciful  constructions,  it  is  made  an  instrument  of 
casuistry.  It  is  to  be  feared  it  may  lose  something 
in  our  minds  in  point  of  certainty,  and  more  in 
point  of  dignity. 
And  what  is  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  op- 

Eosed  to  the  receiving  a  plan  of  a  Sinking  Fund 
om  the  Secretary?  Bills  for  raising  revenue 
shall  originate  in  this  House.  I  verily  believe 
the  members  of  this  House,  and  the  citizens  at 
large,  would  be  very  much  .surprised  to  hear  this 
clause  of  the  Constitution  formally  and  gravely 
stated  as  repugnant  to  the  reference  to  the  Trea- 
sury Department  for  a  plan,  if  they  and  we  had 
not  been  lon^  used  to  hear  it. 

To  determine  the  force  of  this  amazing  consti- 
tutional obiection,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  define 
terms.  What  is  a  bill  ?  It  is  a  term  of  technical 
import,  and  surely  it  cannot  need  a  definition ;  it 
is  an  act  in  an  inchoate  state,  having  the  form  but 
not  the  authority  of  a  law.  What  is  originating 
a  bill  ?  Our  Rules  decide  it.  Every  bill  shall  be 
introduced  by  a  motion  for  leave,  or  by  a  com- 
mittee. 

It  may  be  said  the  plan  of  a  Sinking  Fund,  re- 
ported by  the  Secretary,  is  not  in  technical,  or 
even  in  popular  language,  abilj — not  by  the  Rules 
of  the  House  or  those  of  common  sense  is  this 
motion  the  originating^  a  bill.    By  resorting  to  the 
spirit  of  the  Qonstitution,  or  by  adopting  any  rea- 
sonable construction  of  the  clause,  is  it  possible  to 
make  it  appear  repugnant  to  the  proposition  for 
referring  to  the  Secretary  7    The  opposers  of  this 
proposition  surely  will  not  adopt  a  construction 
of  the  Constitution.    They  have  often  told  us  we 
are  to  be  guided  by  a  strict  adherence  to  the  let- 
ter ;  that  there  is  no  end  to  the  danger  of  con- 
structions.   The  letter  is  not  repugnant ;  and  will 
it  be  seriously  affirmed  that,  according  to  the  smrit 
and  natural  meaning  of  the  Constitution,  the  JEle- 
port  of  the  Secretary  will  be  a  revenue  bill,  or 
any  other  bill,  and  that  this  proposition  is  origin- 
ating such  a  bill  ?    If  it  be,  where  shall  we  stop  ? 
If  the  idea  of  a  measure  which  first  passes  through 
the  mind  be-  confounded  with  the  measure  subse- 
quent to  it,  what  confusion  will  ensue!     The 
President,  by  suggesting  the  proposition,  may  as 
well  be  pretended  to  originate  a  revenue  bill; 
even  a  newspaper  plan  would  be  a  breach  of  the 
exclusive  privilege  of  this  House ;  and  the  liberty 
of  the  press,  so  justly  dear  to  us,  would  be  found 
unconstitutional.    Yet,  if,  without  any  order  of 
the  House,  the  draft  of  an  act  were  printed,  and 
a  copy  laid  before  every  member  in  nis  seat,  no 
person  will  venture  to  say  that  it  is  a  bill,  that  it 
is  originated,  or  can  be  brought  under  the  cogni- 
zance of  the  House,  unless  by  a  motion  in  con- 
formity to  the  Rules  and  Orders.    The  Report  of 
the  Secretary  in  regard  to  manufactures,  so  often 
adverted  to,   has  not  yet  been  acted  upon;  does 
that  appear  on  our  Journals  as  a  bill  ?    Language 


has  not  yet  been  perverted  to  such  a  degree  as  to 
assert  any  such  thin^ ;  and  yet  the  constitutional 
objection  implies  opinions  no  less.  I  rely  upon 
it,  that  neither  the  letter  of  the  Constitution,  nor 
any  meaning  that  it  can  be  tortured  into,  will 
support  the  objection  which  has  been  so  often 
urged  with  solemn  emphasis  and  persevering 
zeal. 

If  the  Constitution  be  admitted,  therefore,  to 
authorize  the  reference  to  the  Secretary,  why 
should  not  the  mode  which  is  proved  to  be  the 
most  expedient  be  immediately  adopted?    Here 
we  meet  another  objectign.    It  is  said,  that  the 
Legislative  and  Executive  branches  of  Govern- 
ment are  to  be  kept  distinct,  and  this  reference  will 
produce  an  improper  blending  of  them.  It  is  a  truth 
that  these  Departments  are  to  be  kept  distinct;  but 
the  conclusion  drawn  from  it  is  altogether  va^e. 
The  execution  of  every  trust  requires  some  delibe- 
ration, and  many  of  them  call  into  action  the  high- 
est powers  of  the  human  mindj  and  the  most  in- 
tense and  persevering  application  of  them ;  yet 
these  trusts  are  to  be  Executively  performed,  and 
it  by  no  means  follows,  that  the  officer  charged 
witn  them  invades  the  deliberative  functions  of 
Congress.    On  the  other  hand,  many  laws  are  the 
result  of  plain  principles  or  parts  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  Con^ressjby  enacting^  them,  only  executes 
the  Constitution.    Yet,  here  is  no  encroachment 
upon  the  Executive  branch.    The  truth  is,  the 
Constitution  has  allotted  powers  to  the  several 
branches  of  the  Government,  and  by  that  rule  we 
are  to  jugdeof  their  several  limits.  The  President 
proposes  measures  to  the  Legislature,  in  conformi- 
ty to  the  Constitution ;  yet  no  one  ever  supposed 
that  his  doing  so  is  a  departure  from  a  just  theory; 
nor  has  it,  as  fiir  as  I  know,  been  ever  insinuated 
till  of  late,  in  this  or  any  other  country,  that  the 
calling  for  information  from  officers,  any  more  than 
the  cding  for  testimony  from  witnesses,  amounts 
to  a  transfer  of  our  Legislative  duty,    it  is  very 
easy  to  conceive  how  much  increased  information 
may  aid  us  in  deliberating,  but  it  is  hard  to  discern 
how  we  are  to  profit  by  the  want  of  it.    It  is  true 
it  is  our  peculiar  province  to  deliberate,  but  neither 
the  letter  of  the  Constitution,  nor  the  law  esta- 
Uishing  the  Treasury  Department,  nor  the  reason 
of  the  case,  have  restrained  us  from  calling  for  offi- 
cial information.    It  is  not  true  in  fact,  that  the 
deliberative  and  Executive  Departments  are  blend- 
ed by  referring  to  the  Secretary.    Any  objections 
deduced  from  an  over-refining  theory,  and  not 
warranted  by  the  Constitution,  might  need  an 
answer  if  we  were  now  framing  a  Government, 
but  can  have  no  force  in  the  administration  of  one. 
Indeed,  it  is  a  very  scholastic,  and  very  imposing 
mistake,  to  abandon  the  letter  and  meaning  of  the 
plan  of  Gk)vemment  we  act  under,  and  to  under- 
take to  reason  independently,  as  il  we  were  now 
settling  the  institutes  of  a  political  treatise. 

The  expediency  of  this  question  of  referring  to 
the  Secretary,  which  is  brought  into  dispute,  in- 
volves many  others  which  will  admit  of  none.  In 
framing  the  plan  of  a  Sinking  Fund  is  the  officer 
at  the  head  of  our  finances  to  have  any  agency  1  If 
it  be  said  he  is  not,  then,  it  may  be  demanded,  why 
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is  an  idle  officer  and  an  useless  office  kept  up?  The 
sense  of  mankind  as  well  as  the  practice  of  nations, 
seems  to  show  that  where  there  are  finances  there 
should  be  a  financier ;  that  he  should  possess  at 
least  common  talents,  and  more  than  common  in- 
dustry in  the  application  of  them  to  his  duty. 

This  is  not  a  point  to  be  proved  now  for  the  first 
time.    The  law  of  the  old  Congress  and  their 

Practice  were  conformable  to  this  motion.  We 
ear  often  df  the  people  being  opi>osed  to  these 
references.  So  far  as  I  have  l^en  informed  the 
opposition  is  a  novelty.  The  law  establishing  the 
Treasury  Department,  passed  by  a  c^reat  majori- 
ty, expressly  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary 
to  prepare  and  report  plans  of  finance.  Scarce 
a  whisper  of  objection  was  then  heard  in  the  House, 
and  not  one,  I  believe,  in  the  coimtry.    Our  own 

{)ractice  of  referring  nas  passed  unresisted  till  of 
ate.  Gentlemen  now  opposed  to  this  reference, 
in  one  instance,  if  I  recollect  rightly,  referred  to 
the  Attorney  General  to  revise  a  plan  of  the  Judi- 
cial Department,  and  on  another  to  require  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  report  on  the  means  for  im- 
proving our  trade  and  navi^tion.  These  objects 
partake  as  much  of  legislation,  and  are  as  incom- 
municable as  the  subject  of  discussion.  The  former 
votes  and  arguments  of  gentlemen  opposed  to  the 
present  reference,  afford  some  proof  of  its  fitness 
as  well  as  constitutionality. 

The  intrinsic  reasonableness  of  this  practice  is 
not  less  than  its  authority  from  law  and  precedent, 
and  what  is  more,  the  precedent  of  its  opposers. 

Private  afiairs  prosper  by  skill,  economy,  and 
industry,  in  the  management  of  them.  The  finances 
of  a  nation,  though  infinitely  more  important,  re- 
quire nothing  more  than  economy  upon  a  great 
scale.  Let  the  moneyed  afiairs  of  a  countrv  be  made 
everybody's  business,  and  nobody  will  do  it.  Would 
you  nave  them  prosper,  let  them  be  confided  to  one 
man,  who,  however,  shall  be  under  the  strict  con- 
trol of  the  law,  and  rigidly  responsible  for  his  do- 
ings. That  man,  if  he  loves  an  honest  reputation 
as  much  as  a  man  of  common  sense  and  feelin^r 
may  be  expected  to  do,  will  make  the  public  busi- 
ness his  own ;  he  will  put  his  character  at  risk : 
his  time  and  all  his  talents  will  be  devoted  to  the 
public.  Such  will  be  his  dispositions ;  now  what 
will  be  his  opportunities  to  render  service?  He 
will  have,  at  one  view  before  him,  the  whole  ar- 
rangements of  finance :  the  imports  and  exports, 
the  receipts  and  expenditures,  the  operation  of  the 
law,  the  means  of  improving  it ;  the  frauds  com- 
mitted or  attempted  on  the  revenue,  and  the  checks 
to  guard  it :  the  well  founded  objections  against 
the  law  and  the  prejudices  which  time  or  concilia- 
tory conduct  may  efiace,  the  appropriations  of  the 
revenue — the  places  where  and  terms  on  which 
loans  may  be  ootained,  as  well  as  the  state  of  fo- 
reign trade ;  the  regulations  of  foreign  nations,  and 
perhaps  it  may  be  added,  in  subordination  to  the 
Chief  Magistrate,  the  state  of  treaties  and  nego- 
tiations. It  will  be  seen  that  the  ordinary  discharge 
of  his  duty,  as  well  as  that  which  will  oblige  him 
sometimes  to  conflict  against  prejudices,  and  some- 
times a^inst  fraud,  will  render  the  details  of 
finance  familiar  to  him.  and  will  almost  force  him 


to  adopt  plans  for  reducing  this  great  mass  into 
system  and  order. 

Is  it  to  be  denied  that  in  consequence  he  will 
possess  some  means  of  information  which  this 
House  or  a  committee  must  acquire  only  by  slow 
and  laborious  investigation?  In  pursuing  it  the 
time  might  fail,  and  me  materials  g^t  confused. 
Yet,  allowing  it  effected,  they  have  gained  no  mora 
than  it  is  his  duty  to  furnish  on  the  order  of  this 
House,  and  this  is  what  we  are  contending  for.  If 
we  call  for  it  and  he  is  not  able  to  give  it,  we  shall 
thus  expose  his  incapacity  or  ne^igence.  The 
public  opinion,  thus  enlightened,  wul  soon  displace 
the  officer,  ana  a  fitter  man  will  succeed  him.  In 
this  way,  the  people  will  exercise  an  effective  con- 
trol over  their  servants. 

Be  the  information  given  by  the  officer  what  it 
may,  the  sources  from  which  his  inferences  are 
drawn,  his  facts  and  reasonings,  are  publicly  ex- 
posed. They  are  equally  in  possession  of  every 
member,  who  is  thus  placed  on  an  equal,  and  on 
the  best  footing  to  attack^  or  defend  the  report* 
As  much  cannot  be  said  of  the  report  of  a  select 
committee  or  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It 
has  been  intimated,  that  in  framing  a  report,  the 
Secretary  would  be  liable  to  misinformation,  to 
some  local  or  other  attachments.  This  is  possible, 
for  he  is  a  man ;  but  will  the  Committee  be  free 
from  it?  The  Secretary  b  answerable  for  his 
conduct  to  the  nation,  ana  certainly  he  is  not  more 
subject  to  local  partialities  than  members  are  to 
their  respective  districts.  The  advantage  of  im- 
partiality in  the  first  concoction  of  a  report  seems 
to  be  evidently  in  favor  of  a  reference. 

It  has  been  said,  on  the  other  side,  information 
may  be  wanted,  it  is  true,  from  the  Secretary ;  but 
let  the  House  first  make  progress  in  the  business, 
and  then  receive  it  by  a  committee  advising  with 
the  Secretary.  If  this  may  be  done,  what  b^omes 
of  the  constitutional  difficulties  and  all  we  have 
heard  of  the  transfer  of  our  deliberative  power? 

But.  if  we  are  to  have  the  official  information, 
why  snould  we  set  out  without  it  ?  why  should  it 
not  be  given  openly,  so  as  to  put  all  the  members 
on  an  equality,  and  before  prepossessions  are 
formed  with  regard  to  plans,  wnicn  might  make  a 
late  report  from  the  Treasury  appear  to  come  in 
aid  of  one  party  or  another  ?  Would  the  style  of 
declamation  be  less  vehement  against  the  secret 
communications  of  a  Secretary  with  the  Commit- 
tee, than  against  a  report  made  in  the  face  of  day, 
ana  subject  to  the  criticism  not  only  of  this  House, 
but  of  an  enlightened  nation  ? 

It  is  not  my  present  design  to  ask  for  wiiat  pur- 
pose of  argument  or  of  candor  it  is  so  often  insmu- 
ated,  that  the  Question  really  is,  whether  this 
House  shall  legislate,  or  whether  it  shall  transfer 
the  power  of  making  laws  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  ? 

With  all  this  official  information  previously  be- 
fore us,  are  we  less  qualified  or  worse  disposed  to  de- 
liberate ?  It  would  be  extravagant  to  affirm  that,  in 
proportion  as  our  means  of  information  are  made 
complete,  we  are  worse  situated  to  legislate ;  a::d, 
as  to  the  spirit  of  inquiry,  I  do  not  remember  that 
the  reports  of  the  Secretary  have  blunted  it.  Prom 


721 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


722 


NOYBMBBR,  1792.] 


The  President's  Speech, 


rH.opR. 


the  manner  in  which  they  hare  been  discussed 
heretofore,  those  gentlemen  will  confide  in  the 
assurance  I  venture  to  give  them,  that  thev  will 
be  thoroughly  sifted.  Tney  have  not  always 
passed  unaltered,  and  never  without  passing 
through  the  fire  of  a  debate. 

We  may  repeat  it,  tiierefore,  what  color  is  there 
for  saying  that  the  Secretary  legislates  ?  Neither 
my  memory  nor  my  imderstandine  can  discern  any. 
I  am  well  aware  tnat  no  topic  is  better  calculated 
to  make  popular  impressions ;  but  I  cannot  per- 
suade myself  that  the  people  will  charge  us  with 
neglect  or  violation  of  duty,  for  putting  ourselves 
into  a  situation  to  discharge  it  in  the  best  and 
most  circumspect  manner. 

There  is  another  ground  of  objection,  which  is 
4irged  against  the  reference.  It  is  said,  it  gives 
«uidue  influence  to  the  Treasury.  The  reason- 
ings of  the  Secretary,  which  accompany  his  re- 
ports, are  alleged  to  excite  an  influence  which 
cannot  be  resisted.  There  are  two  sorts  of  influ- 
ence: one,  which  arises  from  wei^hi  of  reason 
and  the  intrinsic  merit  of  a  proposition;  the  other, 
personal  influence.  As  to  the  former,  it  is  hara 
to  conceive  of  the  influence  of  reasoning  which 
cannot  be  analyzed  and  made  capable  of  exact  es- 
timation by  the  reasoning  faculties  of  those  to 
whom  it  is  submitted ;  and  that  estimation,  be  it 
what  it  may,  ought  to  obtain.  No  one  can  wish 
to  see  it  underrated. 

'  But  we  are  told  by  the  opposers  of  a  reference, 
that  it  is  incredible  that  one  man,  be  his  official 
opportunities  what  they  may,  should  possess  more 
intormation  than  the  members  of  this  House,  col- 
lected from  every  district  of  the  country.  Then  I 
answer,  with  inferior  information,  it  would  be  im- 

nible  his  reasoning  should  overpower  and  con- 
id  the  superior  information  of  the  House. 
The  members  will  be  in  the  less  danger  from  this 
officer,  if,  as  we  are  told,  he  is  misinformed  by 
correspondents,  and  has  repeatedly  discovered  on 
subjects  of  revenue  and  finance,  a  princely  igno- 
rance. This,  we  are  told,  however,  by  gentlemen 
who  urge  the  danger  of  losing  our  independence 
and  our  faculties  of  discernment,  as  soon  as  we 
«ufier  a  report,  with  its  reasonings,  to  be  made  to 
the  House. 

If  it  be  personal  influence,  independently  of 
reason  and  evidence,  which  is  apprehended  by 

Sentlemen  opposed  to  the  reference,  for  whom 
o  they  apprehend  it?  For  themselves,  or  for 
us  who  advocate  the  motion  ?  Surely,  if  they  do 
not  feel,  we  do  not  fear  it ;  we  know  now  to  re- 
spect their  independence  of  spirit ;  they  would 
disdain  an  imputation  of  the  sort ;  their  candor 
will  permit  us  to  say,  if  it  be  a  neighborly  concern 
they  feel  for  us,  there  is  no  occasion  for  it 

On  the  whole,  if  we  regard  the  Constitution, 
we  find  not  the  least  color  for  bringing  it  into 
question  on  this  debate.  The  law  and  usage  of 
the  old  Congress  corresponded  with  this  motion. 
Our  own  Treasury  law  expressly  makes  it  the 
duty  of  the  Secretary  to  prepare  and  report  plans ; 
and  shall  the  practice  oi  one  branch  run  counter 
to  that  which  is  made  the  course  of  his  duty  by 
the  law  of  the  land  ?    It  would  be  an  uncommon 


and  very  irrcjplar  mode  of  repealing  a  law.  The 
advanti^es  (H^this  practice  of  refernnff,  are  mani- 
fest and  ffreat :  more  information  is  obtained,  and 
more  order,  intelli^nce^  and  system,  are  pre- 
served in  the  administration  of  the  finances*  The 
old  Congress  and  the  several  States  have  exhibited 
expensive  and  deplorable  proofs  of  the  evils  inci- 
dent to  want  of  order,  as  well  as  to  the  number  of 
systems  of  finance  and  financiers.  With  this  mass 
of  evidence  before  our  eyes,  it  cannot  be  believed 
that  we  shall  take  any  step  which  will  tend  to  in- 
troduce disorder  and  inefficiency  into  our  finances. 

Mr.  Madison  closed  the  debate  with  a  few  pow- 
erfhl  observations.  He  insisted  that  a  reference 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  subjects  of 
loans,  taxes,  ana  provision  for  loans,  &<;.,  was,  in 
fact,  a  delegation  of  the  authority  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, although  it  would  admit  of  much  sophistical 
argument  to  the  contrary.  The  ar^piments  which 
he  had  heard,  he  said,  were  not  satisfactory  to  his 
mind ;  and  he  peremptorily  denied  that  the  plans 
of  that  officer  came  into  the  House  in  either  an 
equitable  or  unbiassed  manner.  A  plan  from  the 
Senate  might  fairly  be  styled  a  constitutional 
one,  because  it  came  unsupported  by  any  labored 
train  of  argument,  and  left  tne  House  at  liberty  to 
exercise  its  judgment  pro  and  con,^  whilst  those 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  were  accompa- 
nied by  a  force  of  reasoning  not  on  both  sides^  but 
on  one  only.  This,  he  insisted,  was  in  opposition 
to  Mr.  Ames's  doctrine ;  and,  after  making  a  few 
other  remarks,  concluded  by  declaring  that  it  was 
evident  the  Secretary's  plans  were  not  introduced 
in  such  manner  as  to  leave  the  House  the  freedom 
of  exercising  their  own  understandings  in  a  proper 
constitutional  manner. 

When  Mr.  Madison  sat  down,  the  question  was 
taken  on  striking  out  the  latter  part  otthe  motion, 
to  wit :  for  referring  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  report  a  plan,  d^.,  and  it  passed  in  the  ne- 
gative— yeas  25,  nays  32,  as  follows : 

Yka8. — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Abra- 
ham Clark,  William  Findley,  WilUam  B.  Giles,  Chris- 
topher Greenup,  Samuel  Gnffin,  William  Barry  Grove, 
Daniel  Heister,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
James  Madison,  John  Francis  Mercer,  Andrew  Moore, 
Nathaniel  Niles,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Josiah 
Parker,  Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker,  Thomas  Sumpter, 
Thomas  Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Abraham 
Venable,  Alexander  White,  and  Francis  WilUs. 

Natbw — Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Ellas  Boudinot,  Sheaijasbub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  El- 
bridge  Gerry,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue, 
James  Gordon,  Thomas  Hartley,  James  Hillhouse,  Da- 
niel Huger,  Israel  Jacobs,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John  Wilkes 
Kittera,  John  Laurance,  Amasa  Learned,  George 
Leonard,  Samuel  Livermore,  Frederick  Augustus  Muh- 
lenberg, William  Vans  Murray,  Theodore  Bedgwick» 
Peter  g^lyester,  Jeremiah  Smith,  William  Smith,  John 
Steele,  Jonathan  Sturgcs,  George  Thatcher,  and  Arte- 
mas  Ward.  ^ 

And  then  the  main  question  being  put,  that  the 
House  do  agree  to  the  said  third  resolution,  as  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  it 
was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
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Thursday,  November  22. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  John  Millbdoe,  re- 
turned to  serve  in  this  House  for  the  State  of 
Georgia  in  the  room  of  Anthony  Wayne,  whose 
seat  was  declared  vacant,  appeared,  produced  his 
credentials,  and  took  his  seat  m  the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  fourth 
resolution  reported  on  Tuesday  last  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Speech  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States;  and  the  same 
being  again  read,  was,  on  the  question  put  there- 
tqjon,  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

«  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  be 
directed  to  report  the  plan  of  a  proTision  for  the  reim- 
bursement  or  the  loan  made  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  pursuant  to  the  eleventh  section  of  the  act,  en- 
titled <  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Snbecribers  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States." 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  inpur- 
suant  to  the  first  resolution  reported  by  the  (com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  and  agreed  to  yester- 
terday,  and  that  Mr.  Parker,  Mr.  Macon,  and 
Mr.  Heister,  do  prepare  and  brinff  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  tne  second  resolution  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  and  agreed  to 
yesterday,  and  that  Mr.  Sedgwick.  Mr.  Dayton, 
and  Mr.  Learned,  do  prepare  ana  bring  in  the 
same. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
OP  THE  United  States,  with  an  abstract  of  a  sup- 
plementary arrangement  which  has  been  made  by 
nim,  pursuant  to  the  acts  of  the  3d  day  of  March, 
1791,  and  the  8th  day  of  May,  1792^  for  raising  a 
revenue  upon  foreign  and  domestic  distilled  spirits, 
in  respect  to  the  subdivisions  and  officers  which 
have  appeared  to  him  necessary^  and  to  the  allow- 
ances for  their  respective  services  to  the  Super- 
visors, Inspectors^  and  other  officers  of  inspection, 
together  with  estimates  of  the  amount  of  compen- 
sations and  charges. 

The  said  Message,  and  papers  therein  referred 
to,  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered^  That  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasurv  containing  estimates  of  the  sums 
necessary  to  he  appropriated  for  the  service  of  the 
year  1793,  which  lay  on  the  table,  be  referred  to 
the  consideration  of  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Monday  next. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  on  the  petition  of  Joseph  Hen- 
derson; and,  alter  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairaian  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
the  said  Report  under  consideration,  and  made 
tome  progress  therein. 

Ortfiered  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  be  aischarged  from  the  further  proceeding 
Ml  the  said  Report,  and  that  it  be  committed  to 
Mbr.  Ames,  Mr.  Benjamin  Bourne,  and  Mr.  Clark, 
with  instruction  to  examine  the  same,  and  repor( 
theii  opinion  thereupon  to  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  reimburse  cer- 
tain extra  expenses  of  the  late  Commissioners  for 


treating  of  Peace  with  the  Creek  Indians,  and 
that  A&.  Ames,  Mr.  Tucker,  and  Mr.  Jerbmiab 
Smith,  be  the  said  committee. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing his  Reports  on  sundry  petitions;  which  were 
severally  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  cm  the  table. 

REGISTERING  OF  VESSELS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  concerning  the  re* 
gistering  and  recording  of  ships  or  vessSs: 

Mr.  Page  opposed  the  clause  which  referred  to 
^'  shi|;s  or  vessels  captured  in  war."  He  moved 
that  it  should  be  struck  out,  as  oountenancinff  a 
savage  practice,  now  exploded  and  laid  aside  hv 
civilized  nations;  that  it  would  be  time  enougn 
when  the  United  States  shall  be  so  unfortunate  as 
to  be  involved  in  a  war,  to  make  provision  for  the 
case  now  alluded  to;  that  no  inconvenience  could 
arise  from  adopting  the  motion;  that  indeed  it 
highly  became  the  Legislature  of  the  United 
States  to  adopt  it,  as  thev  would  thereby  show 
their  approbation  of  the  liberal  and  benevoleat 
sentiments  now  adopted  by  the  greatest  and  most 
enlightened  nations  of  Europe,  al^lishing  the  inhu- 
man practice.  That  he  supposed  the  clause  had 
been  mserted  in  the  bill,  because  it  was  drawn 
before  this  circumstance  of  the  benevolent  disposi- 
tion of  the  nations  of  Europe  were  generally 
known.  He  hoped  therefore  that  his  motion  would 
be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Tucker  seconded  the  motion,  and  support- 
ed it  by  arguments  similar  to  Mr.  Page's;  remark- 
ing, that  me  French  nation,  though  now  engaged 
in  an  extensive  war,  did  not  permit  the  capture  of 
merchant  vessels;  prohibiting  that  practice  as  in- 
human and  unbecoming  a  civilized  nation. 

Mr.  Goodhue,  in  reply,  said,  that  the  motion 
seemed  to  look  to  a  state  of  perpetual  peace,  but 
for  his  part,  as  he  did  not  thinx  the  millenium  was 
beffun,  ne  should  vote  against  the  motion. 

Mr.  Page  replied,  that  he  did  not  expect  the 
millenium  in  his  day  any  more  than  the  ^[eatle- 
man  did  who  had  endeavored  to  ridicule  his  mo- 
tion. That  he  was  not  a  little  surprised  to  find 
that  a  motion  which  had  a  tendency  so  benevolent, 
and  was  in  itself  so  rational,  expressed  too  with 
modesty  and  deference  to  the  framers  of  the  bill, 
should  meet  with  such  a  reception.  He  then 
repeated  the  substance  of  what  he  had  before  said, 
as  he  supposed  he  had  not  been  heard*  and  insistea 
on  it  that  the  clause  he  moved  to  oe  struck  out 
was  not  not  only  unnecessary  in  the  bill,  but  was 
an  improper  adoption  of  a  practice  now  condemn- 
ed as  savage  by  the  enlightened  nations  of  the 
world. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  remarked  in  opposition  to  the 
motion,  that  the  clause  ought  not  to  be  struck  out, 
because  it  was  not  confined  to  merchant  vessels 
which  miffht  be  captured,  but  extended  to  ships  of 
war,  which,  if  taken  by  the  United  States  in  any 
future  war,  ouffht  certainly  to  come  within  the 
view  and  benefit  of  the  act. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  carried  in  the 
negative  without  a  division. 
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Whea  the  bill  was  reported,  Mr.  Page  renewed 
hii  motion  for  striking  out  the  clause,  &c.,  repeat- 
ing nearly  his  former  arguments,  adding  that  as 
to  the  objection  made  to  ms  motion  on  account  of 
its  interfering  with  the  case  of  ships  of  war  which 
may  be  captured.    He  said  he  felt  for  the  United 
States  when  such  a  case  was  mentioned ;  he  felt 
himself  depressed  and  dispirited  at  the  idea  of  his 
country  being  so  perplexed  by  the  expenses  of  a 
trifling  war  with  the  Indians,  and  yet  looking 
forward  to  the  capture  of  ships  of  war.  That  surely 
if  that  be  the  object  of  the  clause,  as  it  looks  to  a 
case  which  cannot  happen  till  a  f\iture  distant  day, 
it  will  be  time  enough  for  some  future  Legislature 
to  consider  it ;  that  for  his  part,  he  hoped  never  to 
see  the  United  States  possessed  of  a  navy ;  at  all 
events,  till  they  had  one,  it  would  be  unnecessary 
to  make  regulations  respecting  their  prizes.    He 
assured  the  House,  he  would  not  have  renewed 
kis  motion,  if  he  did  not  think  it  his  duty  to  i>er- 
sist  in  his  attempt  to  show  the  propriety  or  uniting 
in  sentiments  and  endeavors  witn  the  great  en- 
lightened nations  of  the  world,  to  put  a  stop  to  a 
savage  practice  which  had  been  too  often  a  great 
inducement  to  enter  into  wars.    He  wished  to 
take  arway  every  possible  temptation  to  enter  into 
a  war,  and  whenever  his  country  should  be  so  un- 
happy as  to  be  involved  in  one,  he  wished,  by  the 
.  amendment  proposed,  to  lessen  the  number  of  im- 
avoidable  evils  attending  wars. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time  on  Monday  next. 

FaiDAY,  November  23. 

Mr.  Ames,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  reimburse  certain  extra  expenses 
of  the  late  Commissioners  for  treating  of  Peace 
with  the  Creek  Indians;  which  was  received,  and 
read  the  fitst  time. 

FOREIGN  COINS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  *^  An  act  regulating  Foreign  Coins,  and  for 
other  purposes." 

Mr.  Page  said,  he  wished  to  be  informed 
whether  there  really  was  the  difference  between 
the  French  and  British  coins  stated  in  the  bill;  if 
80,  how  that  difference  has  been  ascertained.  That 
a  few  years  since  he  had  examined  hydrostatically 
the  different  ^old  coins  named  in  the  bill,  and  a 
variety  of  corns  of  the  German  Empire;  and  that 
although  he  readily  discovered  that  the  specific 
gravity  of  the  latter  was  so  little  as  to  justify  the 
tow  value  at  which  they  were  generally  rated, 
he  remembered  well,  that  there  was  by  no  means 
sveh  difference  between  the  specific  gravity  of 
the  former  as  could  justify  the  discrimination 
made  in  the  bill.  He  added,  that  he  doubted 
whether,  if  there  really  should  appear  to  be  that 
difference  between  theceins,it  would  be  proper  to 
introduce  the  distinction  by  a  law  of  the  G^eneral 
Grovemment,  as  it  might  be  attended  with  some 
incoaveniencies^  and  might  be  construed  into  a 
partiality  to  British  commerce.  He  therefore,  to 
take  the 'sense  of  the  Committee,  moved  to  amend 


the  clause,  so  as  that  the  gold  coins  of  Great 
Britain,  France,  Spain,  and  Portugal,  should  be 
payable  at  the  same  rates. 

Mr.  Tucker  seconded  Mr.  Page,  and  supported 
his  motion  with  similar  arguments. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONS  said,  he  should  vote  against 
the  amendment,  because,  he  believed  that  the  dis- 
tinction proposed  in  the  Dill  was  really  that  which 
did  exist  in  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  coins  allud- 
ed to. 

Several  other  members  opposed  the  motion,  be- 
cause, said  they,  we  have  no  doubt  that  the  Senate, 
who  originatea  the  bill,  had  considered  the  subject 
fully,  and  had  made  the  proper  estimate,  on  full  in- 
formation, of  the  real  value  of  the  different  coins, 

Mr.  Page  replied,  that  since  he  had  only  heard 
the  opinions  and  suppositions  of  gentlemen  opposed 
to  his  opinion,  and  no  satisfactory  proof  offered  to 
support  the  bill  against  hi^  amendment,  he  should 
persist  in  his  motion;  for,  said  he,  although  I  will 
not  be  so  dogmatical  as  to  assert  that  I  am  right, 
and  the  Senate  wrong ;  yet^  in  a  matter  of  this 
nature,  which  admits  of  positive  proof  and  demon- 
stration, and  which,  as  far  as  my  own  actual  expe- 
riments have  gone,  establish  my  opinion,  I  cannot 
give  it  up,  till  I  have  been  convinced  by  other  argu- 
ments than  such  as  I  have  heard.  Had  I  been  told 
that  the  different  coins  alluded  to  had  been  exa- 
mined hydrostatically,  or  had  been  assayed  by  pro- 
Eer  persons  appointed  for  that  purpose,  I  snould 
ave  acquiesced.  I  might  possibly,  however,  have 
supposed  that  they  were  of  a  different  coinage  or 
emission  from  those  which  I  had  examined.  I 
think  the  clause  under  consideration  is  of  such  im- 
portance as  to  require  full  and  satisfactory  proof 
to  the  world,  that  it  has  not  been  adopted  without 
a  thorough  investigation  of  the  truth  and  propriety 
of  the  discrimination  it  establishes  between  the 
doins  of  the  nations  with  which  we  have  such  a 
considerable  commercial  intercourse.  With  that 
proof^  I  should  be  satisfied,  and  would  defy  the 
invidious  suspicion  of  our  being  influenced  by  im- 
proper motives;  but  till  such  proof  be  afforded,  I 
must  think  it  would  be  better  to  amend  the  bill  as 
I  proposed,  which  would  leave  those  coins  on  their 
present  footing  during  only  the  short  term  to  which 
their  circulation  is  limited  by  the  bill. 

From  what  fell  from  some  gentlemen,  he  saicL 
it  appeajred  that  they  thought  the  examination  of 
the  relative  value  of  coins  could  only  be  ascertained 
by  an  assayer.  He  affirmed  that  any  person 
acquainted  with  the  use  of  an  hydrostatic  balance 
might  easily  examine  them.  That  it  was  with 
reluctance  ne  said  any  thing  which  might  look 
like  a  scientific  pamde,  but  he  thought  it  his  duty 
to  bring  forward  the  inquiry  he  made ;  and  what 
had  fauen  from  some  gentlemen  compelled  him 
to  explain  and  support  his  motion. 

To  explain  wnat  he  had  said  respecting  the 
hydrostatic  experiment,  he  observed,  that  it  had 
pleased  Nature,  or  rather  the  Great  Author  of 
Nature,  to  annex  to  most  bodies,  and  particular- 
ly to  metal,  a  different  weight.  Happily  each 
species  of  substances  have  different  weights,  which) 
with  propriety,  are  called  specific  gravities.  That, 
most  happily  for  our  purpose,  a  cubic  foot  of  water 
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weighs  1,000  oz.  avoirdupois;  and  a  body  when 
immersed  in  water,  displaces  a  mass  of  water  equal 
to  the  bulk  of  the  immersed  body,  in  displacing 
which  mass  of  water,  the  body,  ii  suspended  to  a 
pair  of  scales,  is  found  to  lose  a  weight  exactly 

g equal  to  the  weight  of  the  mass  of  water  so  dis- 
faced ;  so  that,  ii  any  piece  of  money  be  weighed 
rst  in  air.  and  then  m  water,  its  loss  of  weight  in 
water  will  be  exactly  the  weight  of  an  equal  bulk 
of  water,  which  must  at  once  give  the  compara- 
tive weight  of  that  piece  of  money  and  of  water. 
And  as  by  this  method  pure  gold  has  been  found 
to  be  about  nineteen  times  heavier  than  water, 
and  copper  nine  times,  which  has  been  generally 
the  alloy  used  in  gold  coins,  if  copper  be  mixed  in 
any  proportion  (or  any  other  metal  whose  specific 
gravity  is  known)  the  specific  gravity  of  the  com- 
pound may  be  found,  and  the  exact  proportion  of 
each  ingredient  ascertained ;  and  here  I  will  re- 
mark, that  as,  in  the  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and 
regulating  the  coins  of  the  United  States,  the  pro- 
portion of  silver  and  copper,  which  are  declared  to 
oe  the  composition  of  the  alloy  for  our  ^old  coins, 
is  not  exactly  fixed ;  there  must  be  a  difficulty  of 
finding  the  real  value  of  that  coin  without  an  ac- 
tual, and  accurate  assay,  and  also  room  for  varying 
its  value.  But,  as  this  is  happily  left  to  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  whose  abilities, 
accuracy,  and  intec^ity,  are  so  remarkable,  no  in- 
convenience jieed  be  apprehended,  as  there  is  no 
doubt  that  he  will  observe  the  trust  reposed  in  him, 
and  that  he  will  point  out,  from  time  to  time^  the 
exact  proportion  of  these  two  ingredients  ot  the 
alloy,  which  are  left  by  the  bill  to  his  discretion. 
This  I  looked  upon  as  a  defect  in  the  bill,  and  men- 
tioned when  it  was  before  us  the  last  session,  as  a 
reason  why  I  wished  to  have  it  recommitted;  but 
to  return  to  the  question.  As  I  have  found  that 
the  specific  ^avitv  of  the  cold  coins  of  England, 
France,  Spam,  and  Portugal,  was,  as  well  as  I  can 
now  remember,  about  seventeen  and  an  half,  and 
that  of  some  German  coins  not  fifteen ;  that  is,  that 
the  former  weighed  seventeen  and  a  half  times 
more  than  an  equal  mass  of  water,  and  the  latter 
not  fifteen  times  as  much,  or,  in  otner  words,  that 
a  cubic  foot  of  the  former  weighed  17,500  oz. 
whilst  a  cubic  foot  of  the  latter  would  not  weigh 
15,000 — I  say,  as  I  have  found  this  to  be  the  case, 
I  wish  to  know  now  whether  any  later  experi- 
ments on  those  coins  have  been  made  to  prove 
that  there  is  a  difference  stated  in  the  bill ;  if  there 
have  been  such  experiments  I  shall  withdraw  my 
motion,  if  not,  I  must  insist  upon  it. 


Monday,  November  26. 

Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  from  Connecticut,  ap- 
peared, and  took  his  seat. 

A  bill  to  reimburse  certain  extra  expenses  of  the 
late  Commissioners  for  treating  of  Peace  with  the 
Creek  Indians  was  read  the  !<econd  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  to-morrow. 

An  engrossed  bill  concerning  the  registering  and 
recording  of  ships  or  vessels  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 


A  petition  of  sundry  masters  and  owners  of 
coasting  vessels^  and  others,  trading  between  the 
ports  of  New  London  and  New  York,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  the 
tonnaffe  and  fees  of  office  impcoed  on  vessels  em- 
ployed in  the  coasting  trade,  may  be  lessened. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in 
a  bill  or  bills  for  regulating  ships  or  vessels  em- 
ployed in  the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries. 

A  petition  of  John  Manley  was  presented  to 
the  House  and  read,  praying  to  be  allowed  the 
prize  money  on  certain  British  ships  captured  by 
the  petitioner,  while  a  Captain  in  tne  Navy  of  the 
United  States,  during  the  late  war. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  with  instructions  to  exam- 
ine the  same,  and  report  his  opinion  thereupon  to 
the  House. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  'miole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "Aa  act  regulating  Foreign 
Coins,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and,  iSter  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  (Jommittee  rose  and  re- 
ported several  amendments  thereto ;  which  were 
severally  read  twice,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  memorial  and  representation  of  Warner  Mif- 
flin, one  of  the  people  called  €tuakers,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  stating  certain  re- 
flections for  the  consideration  of  Congress,  in 
relation  to  the  African  slave  trade,  and  to  the  hu- 
mane treatment  of  slaves  in  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  and  repre- 
sentation do  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  for  the  set- 
tlement of  the  accounts  between  the  individual 
States  and  the  United  States,  report  to  the  House 
the  time  at  which  they  suppose  they  will  be  ready 
to  make  their  final  report ;  and  whether  any,  and 
what,  obstacles  remain,  to  prevent  such  final  re- 
port. 


TuEsnAY,  November  27. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  from  the  conunittee  ap- 
pointed, presented  a  bill  to  ascertain  the  f^es  de- 
mandable  on  Admiralty  proceedings,  in  the  District 
Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  to  amend,  in 
part,  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  government 
and  regulation  of  seamen  in  the  merchants'  ser- 
vice ;"  which  was  received,  and  read  twice,  and 
committed. 

Mr.  GoonHUE,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  for  enrolling  and  licensing  ships  or 
vessels,  to  be  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  and 
fisheries,  and  for  regulating  the  same ;  wMch  was 
received,  read  twice^  and  committed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  L^ter 
from  the  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  the  United 
States  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  covering  a 
petition  of  a  number  of  inhabitants  of  St  Vin- 
cennes,  on  the  Wabash,  praying  that  the  resurvey 
of  their  lands,  directed  by  a  late  law,  may  be  made 
at  the  public  expense ;  which  were  read,  and  or- 
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dered  to  be  referred  to  Mr.  Livebmore,  Mr.  Muh- 
lenberg, and  Mr.  Leonard,  with  iDstruction  to 
examine  the  same,  and  report  their  opinion  there- 
upon to  the  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  respecting  lost  and  destroyed 
certificates ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Committee  rose,  and  reported  progress. 


Wednesday,  November  28. 

Mr.  Parker,  from  the  committee  appointed, 

Presented  a  bill  to  make  compensation  to  the  wi- 
ows  and  orphans  of  persons  who  were  killed  by 
Indians,  under  the  sanction  of  flags  of  truce;  which 
was  received,  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  granting  far- 
ther compensation  to  certain  Receivers  of  Uonti- 
nental  Taxes ;  aUd  that  Mr.  Giles,  Mr.  Shearja- 
SHUB  Bourne,  and  Mr.  Sylvester,  be  the  said 
committee. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of 
the  9th  instant,  together  with  the  papers  accom- 
panying the  same,  on  the  subject  of  tne  boundary 
between  the  State  of  Virginia  and  the  Territory 
of  the  United  States  south  of  the  river  Ohio: 
whereupon. 

Resolved^  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  and  authorized,  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  States  of  Virginia  and  Ken- 
tucky, to  cause  the  line  to  be  extended  from  the 
western  termination  of  the  line  formerly  run  by 
Fry  and  Jefferson,  on  the  part  of  Virginia,  and  by 
other  surveyors  on  the  part  of  North  Carolina,  by 
a  surveyor  of  sufficient  abilities,  in  the  proper  lati- 
tude, whereby  the  northern  boundary  of  the  terri- 
tory ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  State  of 
North  Carolina  may  be  determined ;  and  that 
Congress  will  provide  for  the  necessary  expense 
attending  the  same. 

Ordered  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution  ^  and  that  Mr.  Bou- 
DiNOT,  Mr.  Wiluamson,  and  Mr.  Page,  prepare 
and  brin^  in  the  same. 

The  bul  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act 
regulating  Foreign  Coins,  and  for  other  purposes," 
together  with  the  amendments  thereto,  was  read 
the  third  time ;  and,  on  a  motion  made  and  se- 
conded. 

Ordered^  To  be  recommitted  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  the  first  Monday  of  Ja- 
nuary next. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  granting  farther  compensation  to  cer- 
tain Receivers  of  Continental  Taxes ;  which  was 
received,  read  twice,  and  committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  reimburse  certain 
extra  expenses  of  the  late  Commissioners  for 
treating  of  Peace  with  the  Creek  Indians;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill 


under  consideration,  and  made  an  amendment 
thereto ;  which  was  read. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, do  lie  on  the  table. 

WARNER  MIFPLIN'8  PETITION. 

Mr.  Steele  called  the  attention  of,  the  House 
to  the  memorial  and  representation  of  Warner 
Mifliin  on  the  subject  of  Negro  slavery.  Mr.  S. 
said,  that  after  "what  had  passed  at  New  York  on 
this  subject,  he  had  hoped  the  House  would  have 
heard  no  more  of  it;  but,  to  his  surprise,  he  found 
the  subject  was  started  anew,  and  had  been  in- 
troduced by  a  fanatic,  who,  not  content  with  keep- 
ing his  own  conscience,  undertook  to  become  the 
keeper  of  the  consciences  of  other  men,  and  in  a 
manner  which  he  deemed  not  very  decent,  had 
intrusted  his  opinions  into  this  House.  Had  an 
application  been  made  'to  him  to  present  such  a 
petition,  he  thoujB^ht  he  should  have  avoided  a 
compliance  with  it.  Gentlemen  in  the  Northern 
States  do  not  realize  the  mischievous  consequences 
which  have  already  resulted  from  measures  of  this 
kind,  and  if  a  stop  were  not  put  to  such  proceed- 
ings, the  Southern  States  would  be  compelled  to 
apply  to  the  General  Government  for  their  in- 
terference. He  concluded,  by  moving  "  that  the 
paper  purporting  to  be  a  petition  from  Warner 
Mifflin,  be  returned  to  him  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
House;  and  that  the  entrv  of  said  petition  be  ex- 
punfi^ed  from  the  Journal.'' 

Mt.  Ames  rose  to  explain  his  motives  in  pre- 
senting the  petition.  He  said  it  was  his  opinion, 
which  he  had  expressed  to  the  House  long  ago, 
that  this  Government  could  not,  with  propriety, 
take  any  steps  in  the  matter  reierred  to  in  this 
petition;  but,  on  the  general  principle^  that  every 
citizen  has  a  right  to  petition  the  Les^lature,  and 
to  apply  to  any  member  to  present  his  request  to 
the  Mouse,  he  nad  handed  it  m.  The  petitioner  b  a 
citizen  of  Delaware;  and  had  the  member  from 
that  State  been  in  the  House,  he  should  not  have 
thought  himself  obliged  to  have  introduced  it;  but 
that  gentleman  being  absent  the  petitioner  had  a 
ri^ht  to  apply  to  a  member  from  any  other  State. 
He  bad  no  idea  of  supporting  the  prayer  of  the 
petition,  his  mind  havmg  been  long  made  up 
on  the  subject.  He  considered  it  as  totally  inex- 
pedient to  interfere  with  the  subject,  and  had  uni- 
formly opposed  the  applications  made  at  a  former 
session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  did  not  consider  the  motion  in 
order,  the  subject  not  being  properly  before  the 
House;  nor  did  he  believe  there  was  any  dispo- 
sition to  bring  it  forward. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said  he  had  seconded  the  motion, 
with  a  view  of  putting  it  out  of  the  power  of  any 
member  to  call  it  up  when  persons  might  be  ab- 
sent who  would  find  it  their  duty  to  oppose  it. 
Mr.  S.  said  he  admitted,  in  its  full  extent,  the  right 
of  every  citizen  to  petition  for  a  redress  of  griev- 
ances, and  the  duty  of  the  House  to  consider  such 
petitions;  but  the  paper  in  question  is  a  mere  rant 
and  rhapsody  of  a  meddling  fanatic,  interlarded 
with  texts  of  Scripture,  and  concluded  with  no 
specific  prayer.    He  observed  it  was  the  general 
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practice  of  Legislative  bodies  for  members  pre- 
senting petitions  to  read  them,  in  order  to  make 
known  their  objects,  and  to  have  them  entered  on 
the  Journal.  In  this  particular  instance,  the  prac- 
tice might  be  attended  with  danger..  Citizens  of 
the  Southern  States  learning  that  papers  of  this 
kind  meet  with  countenance  here,  would  be  alarm- 
ed. The  gentleman  who  presented  this  paper  had 
not,  on  this  occasion,  shown  his  usual  regard  to 
Southern  interests.  Had  he  stated  its  dangerous 
object,  the  House  would  undoubtedly  have  refused 
its  reception.  After  the  proceedings  at  New  York, 
when  a  similar  application  was  made,  his  consti- 
tuents had  a  right  to  expect  that  the  suoject  would 
nevei:  be  stirred  again.  He  would  assure  the 
House,  that  while  he  continued  a  member  of  it, 
he  should  never  fail  to  express  his  abhorrence 
against  all  such  applications,  as  they  could  have 
none  but  a  mischievous^  tendency.  So  far  from 
being  calculated  to  meliorate  the  condition  of  the 
race  who  were  the  object  of  them,  they  had  a  ten- 
dency to  alienate  their  affections  from  their  mas- 
ters, and  by  exciting  in  them  a  spirit  of  restless-. 
ness,  to  render  greater  severity  towards  them  ne- 
cessary. He  therefore  earnestly  called  on  the 
House  to  agree  to  the  motion,  and  thereby  con- 
vince this  enthusiast,  and  others,  that  they  can  never 
meet  countenance  in  the  Legislature  of  the  Union. 
The  part  of  the  motion  directing  the  petition  to 
be  returned  by  the  Clerk  was  agreed  to.  The  remaiii- 
der  was  withdrawn  by  Mr.  Steele,  the  mover. 


Thursday,  November  39. 

Mr.  White,  flrom  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with 
the  Indian  tribes;  which  was  received,  read  twice, 
and  committed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  accom- 
panying his  account  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures of  public  moneys,  from  the  first  of  July  to 
the  thirtieth  of  September,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-two,  inclusive;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Tne  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  of  the  estimates  of  the  sums  ne- 
cessary to  be  appropriated  for  the  service  of  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Lewis  Graranger,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  his 
brother,  Charles  Garanger :  whereupon. 

Resolved^  That  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury 
be  empowered  and  directed  to  adjust  and  settle 
the  accounts  of  Lewis  Garan^r,  as  a  Captain  of 
Artillery,  from  the  twenty-nmth  of  September, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  until  the 
establishment  of  peace. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution  ;  and  that  Mr.  Madi- 
son, Mr.  Williamson,  and  Mr.  William  Smith, 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 


On  a  motion  made  and  seconded. 

Resolved^  That  the  President  op  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  assays  and  other 
proper  experiments  to  be  made,  at  the  Mint  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  gold  and  silver  coins  of 
France^  England,  Spain,  and  Portugal ;  and  a  re- 
port of  the  quantity  of  fine  metal,  and  of  alloy, 
in  each  of  the  denominatiomi  of  the  coins,  to  be 
laid  before  this  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  resolution  be  transmit- 
ted to  the  President  op  the  United  States,  by 
the  Speaker. 


Friday,  November  30. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  repwt  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  on  the  petition  of  the  executors 
of  Edward  Cames,  deceased;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therehi,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the 
Committee  had  had  the  said  report  under  consi- 
deration, and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
as  follows: 

^^Beeolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  whether  any,  and  what,  measures  are  ne- 
cessity to  facilitate  the  settlement  of  claims 
against  the  United  States,  not  barred  by  acts  of 
limitation,  founded  upon  certificates  granted,  or 
settlements  made,  by  any  officer  or  officers,  here- 
tofore authorized  by  the  United  States  to  issue 
certificates  or  make  settlements  in  their  behalf, 
and  who  have  not  settled  their  accounts ;  and  to 
report  the  result  of  their  inquiries." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gk>ODHnE,  Mr.  Ftrzsi- 
mons,  Mr.  Dayton,  Mr.  Parker,  and  Mr.  Niles, 
be  a  committee,  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
pepare  and  report  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  esta- 
blishing a  Mint  and  regulating  the  coins  of  the 
United  States,  so  far  as  respects  the  copper  coin- 
age ;  and  that  Mr.  Williamson,  Mr.  Page,  and 
Mr.  Kittera,  be  the  said  committee. 

The  House  ^ain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wliole  House  on  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  estimates  of  the 
sums  necessary  to  be  appropriated  for  the  service 
of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-three ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had 
again  had  the  said  report  under  consideration,  and 
made  a  farther  progress  therein. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  la^  before  the  House  the  accounts 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Loans,  for  the  current 
year,  by  which  his  estimate  is  formed  for  appro- 

f>riating  thirty-five  thousand  and  sixty-three  dol- 
ars  and  twenty-ei^ht  cents,  for  the  salaries  of 
clerks  and  for  stationery,  in  the  Loan  Offices  of 
the  United  States,  to  the  thirty-first  of  March,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three. 

Monday,  December  3. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Woodrop  and 
Joseph  Sinis,  which  v^as  presented  to  this  House 
on  the  8th  ultimo,  be  referred  to  Mr.  Key,  Mr. 
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Qrove,  and  Mr.  Tucker,  with  instruction  to  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same, 
with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanv- 
ing  his  report  of  a  plan  for  the  redemption  of  tne' 
Public  Debt,  and  for  the  reimbursement  of  a  cer- 
tain loan  made  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
pursuant  to  the  orders  of  the  21st  and  22d  ultimo  ^ 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  of  sundry  merchants  and  traders,  in- 
habitaats  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  stating  the  disad- 
vantages under  which  they  labor,  for  the  want  of 
a  banlrapt  law,  and  prayinff  that  CoDfi^ress  will 
take  the  sobject  into  ccmsideration,  ana  pass  an 
act  thereupon. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  be  referredno 
the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in 
a  bill  or  bills  to  establish  an  uniform  system  on 
the  subject  of  bankruptcies  throughout  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT,  fVom  the  committee  appointed, 
presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  for  determin- 
mg  the  Northern  boundary  of  the  territory  ceded 
to  the  United  States  by  the  State  of  North  Caro- 
lina I  which  was  read  the  first  time. 

ReBclved^  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  lay  before  this  House  a  list  of  the  names  of  the 
persons  returned  to  his  office  for  pensions,  by  the 
Uircuit  Courts,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  entitled,  ^An 
act  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of 
widows  and  orphans,  barred  by  limitations  hereto- 
fore established,  and  to  regulate  the  claims  to  In- 
valid Pensions,"  together  with  the  rates  of  the 
said  pensions,  and  the  causes  assigned  for  disabili- 
ty, accompanied  with  a  statement  of  such  facts 
smd  circumstances  as  mav  relate  thereto. 

The  House  a«ain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mitlee  of  the  Wnole  House  on  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  estimates  of  the 
MUM  necessary  to  be  appropriated  for  the  service 
of  Che  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  asd 
ninety-three ;  and,  af^er  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Chairman  rose  and  reported  progress. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  ascertain  the  fees 
demandable  on  Admiralty  proceedings  in  the  Dis- 
trict Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  to  amend, 
in  part,  the  act  entitled  "An  act  for  the  govern- 
ment and  regulation  of  seamen  m  the  merchants' 
service  f  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose,  and  reported  progress. 

WroOWS  AND  ORPHANS. 

Mr.  Dayton's  motion,  laid  on  the  table  on  Fri- 
day last,  was  called  up  by  that  gentleman,  viz : 

"  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  hiy  before 
ihifl  House  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  persons  returned 
to  his  office  for  pensions,  by  the  Circuit  Courts,  in  pnr- 
mianoe  of  the  act,  entitled  <  An  act  to  pnmde  fat  the 
settlement  of  the  claims  of  widows  and  orphans,  barred 

Sdie  limitations  heret<^re  establidied,  and  to  regulate 
e  claims  to  invalid  pensions,'  together  with  the  rates 
of  sttd  pensions,  and  the  cauaes  assigned  for  disabili^, 
aeeompanied  with  a  statement  of  such  fiicts  and  drcum- 
staaces  as  may  relate  thereto." 


Mr.  Dayton  observed,  that  he  considered  it  the 
indispensable  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  inquire 
into  this  subject,  in  order  to  avoid  imposition.  He 
held  a  paper  in  his  hand  containing  an  account  of 
a  number  of  persons  admitted  on  the  pension  list 
by  the  Circuit  Courts,  on  account  of  complaints, 
which  if  they  were  generally  admitted,  would  in- 
crease the  pension  list  in  such  manner,  as  ten  times 
the  present  revenue  of  the  United  States  would 
not  be  adequate  to  supporting. 

Mr.  B.  Bourne  observed,  that  the  (Government 
had  vested  a  discretionary  power  with  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  check  the  grant  of  pensions  in  improper 
cases ;  that  the  Secretary  was  preparing  a  report 
on  this  subject;  and  that  a  full  statement  of  the 
whole  matter  woidd  be  laid  before  the  House. 
He  therefore  saw  no  necessity  for  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  said,  he  hoped  nothing  was  in- 
tended by  the  motion  to  counteract  the  benevolent 
views  of  the  Legislature,  in  the  only  act  of  Legis- 
lative generosity  ever  exhibited  by  this  Govern- 
ment, me  law  of  the  last  session  making  particular 
provision  for  invalids.  Mr.  S.  said,  he  thought  the 
necessary  information  on  the  subject  would  come 
before  the  House  in  course;  but  he  was  anxious 
that  no  steps  should  be  taken,  on  account  of  some 
improper  grants  of  pensions,  to  frustrate  the  desi^s 
of  Government,  or  divert  the  justice  and  humanity 
of  the  country  ft'om  a  class  of  citizens  who  have 
fou£^ht  the  battles  of  the  Union  and  to  whom  the 
United  States  are  so  much  indebted  for  their  pre- 
sent freedom  and  happiness. 

Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  Laurance,  and 
Mr.  HiLLHonsE,  supported  the  motion.  It  was 
said  that  the  law  was  found  inadequate  to  the  pur- 
pose for  which  it  was  made;  that  while  in  some 
cases  it  was  not  carried  into  execution,  in  others 
very  improper  grants  of  pensions  had  been  made. 
Information  was  wanted;  this  information  may  be 
obtained;  the  law  is  defective,  and  ought  to  be 
revised.    Justice,  therefore,  to  rcid  obiects,  to  guard 

X'nst  impositions,  and  to  make  that  provision 
sh  the  finances  of  the  country  are  competent 
to,  impose  a  necessity  that  the  motion  should  be 
adopted.  In  reply  to  the  objection,  that  informa- 
tion would  come  in  of  course  from  tne  War  Office, 
it  was  said,  the  motion  went  to  several  points,  on 
which  it  was  not  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  re- 
port, unless  he  was  required  to  do  it. 

T0E8DAY,  December  4. 

A  bill  for  determining  the  Northern  boundary 
of  the  territory  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the 
State  of  North  Carolina  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  01 
the  Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing the  Register's  detail  of  the  estimate  of  thirty- 
five  thousand  and  sixty-three  dollars  and  twenty- 
eight  cents,  for  the  clerk  hire  and  stationery  of 
the  several  Loan  Offices  of  the  United  States,  to 
the  thirty-first  of  March  next,  made  pursuant  to 
the  order  of  Friday  last ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the 
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Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  to  whom  are  re- 
ferred the  estimates  of  appropriation  for  the  cur- 
rent year. 

ESTIMATES  OF  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  a^nun  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  of  the  estimates  of  «the 
sums  necessary  to  be  appropriated  for  the  service 
of  the  year  one  thousana  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-three.  The  papers  on  which  the  estimate 
of  the  expense  of  the  Loan  Offices  was  founded, 
were  read. 

The  accounts  of  the  Loan  Officers  of  Massachu- 
setts, New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Marvland,and  Vir- 
ffinisi,  were  particularly  called  for,  and  read  in  detail. 
The  expenses  of  these  offices  were  very  different, 
owing  to  the  business  beins^  much  greater,  by  rea- 
son of  transfers^  in  some  States  than  in  others. 
The  amount  of  the  expense  was  generally  com- 
plained of.  It  was  observed  that  some  other  mode 
of  doing  the  business  ought  to  be  adopted,  or,  that 
those  for  whose  advantage  these  numerous  trans- 
fers are  made,  should  bear  a  due  proportion  of  the 
expense  occasioned  thereby.  Several  alterations 
or  corrections  were  made  in  the  estimate  respect- 
ing this  article. 

The  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  the  con- 
tingencies and  incidental  expenses  of  the  War  De- 
partment, having  been  struck  out,  Mr.  Steele 
moved  that  the  blank  be  filled  with  five  thousand 
4olls^rs. 

This  motion  was  withdrawn,  and  was  succeeded 
by  another,  to  the  following  purport :  "  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be  requested 
to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  House  a  statement 
of  the  items  constitutinjBf  the  sum  in  the  estimate 
proposed  to  be  appropriated  for  contingent,  inci- 
dental, and  conjectural  charges  in  the  War  De- 
partment." Ttus  motion  was  objected  to  as  in- 
formal in  itself,  and  contrary  to  the  practice  of  the 
House ;  it  was  urged  that  tne  proper  mode  would 
be  to  call  on  the  officer  at  the  head  of  the  War 
Department,  to  lay  before  the  House  the  neces- 
sary documents.  It  was  accordingly  moved  that 
the  words  "  the  President  opthe  United  States" 
be  struck  out  of  the  motion,  and  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  should  be  directed  to  lay  before  the 
House,  ^.  The  motion  for  striking  out  was  lost ; 
and  then  the  question  on  the  motion  as  originally 
made,  was  put  and  carried. 

Mr.  FiTZsiMONS,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  so  much  of  the  Message  from  the 
President  op  the  United  States  of  the  7th  ul- 
timo as  relates  to  a  statement  of  the  administra- 
tion of  the  fund  appropriated  to  certain  Foreign 
purposes,  together  with  the  j^pers  accompanying 
the  same,  made  a  report ;  whicn  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

EXPENSES  OF  THE  CREEK  TREATY. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  the  28th  ultimo,  to  the  bill  to  reimburse 
certain  extra  expenses  of  the  late  Commissioners 
for  treating  of  peace  with  the  Creek  Indians: 
whereupon, 


The  question  being  taken,  that  the  House  do 
concur  with  the  Committee  in  the  said  amendment 
for  filling  up  the  blank  in  the  said  bill  with  the 
words  ^^  twelve  thousand  dollars  :^^ — it  passed  in 
the  negative — yeas  24,  nays  25,  as  follows : 

Ybas^ — Fisher  Ames,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Robert 
Barnwell,  Egbert  Benson,  Ellas  Boudinot,  Sheaijashub 
Bourne,  WiUiam  Findley,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  Nicholas 
Oilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  Daniel  Heister,  Daniel  Hu- 
ger,  Amasa  Learned,  John  Milledge,  Frederick  Augua- 
tui  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Murray,  John  Page, 
Theodore  Sedgwick,  William  Smith,  Jonathan  Storgee, 
George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Jeremiah 
Wadiworth,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

Nats^i — John  Baptist  Aahe,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Abra- 
ham Clarke,  Jonathan  Dayton,  William  B.  Giles,  James 
Gordon,  Christopher  Greenup,  William  Barry  Grove, 
James  Hillhouse,  Israel  Jacobs,  Aaron  Kitchell,  Richard 
Bland  Lee,  Samuel  Livermore,  Andrew  Moore,  Na- 
thaniel Niles,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  Cornelius  C.  Schoon- 
maker,  Peter  Sylvester,  Israel  Smith,  John  Steele,  Tho- 
mas Sumpter,  Abraham  Venable,  Alexander  White, 
Hugh  Williamson,  and  Francis  Willis. 

And  then,  a  motion  being  made,  and  the  ques- 
tion put,  to  fill  up  the  said  olank  with  the  words 
"nine  hundred  dollars,"  it  was  resolved  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 


Wednesday,  December  5. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  reimburse  certain  extra 
expenses  of  the  late  Commissioners  for  treating  of 
Peace  with  the  Creek  Indians  was  read  the  third 
time  j  and,  on  the  question  that  the  said  bill  do 
pass,  it  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  20,  nays  21, 
as  follows  : 

Yea.84 — Fisher  Ames,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Robert 
Barnwell,  Egbert  Benson,  Ellas  Boudinot,  Sheaijashub 
Bourne,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  John  Laurance,  Samuel 
Livermore,  John  Milledge,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlen- 
berg, John  Page,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  William  Smith, 
Jonathan  Sturges,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tudor 
Tucker,  Jeremiah  Wa£worth,  Artemas  Ward,  and 
Francis  Willis. 

Nats.! — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Abra- 
ham Clark,  Jonathan  Dayton,  James  Gordon,  Israel 
Jacobs,  Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kitchell,  George  Leonard, 
John  Francis  Mercer,  Andrew  Moore,  Nathaniel  Niles, 
Alexander  D.  Orr,  Josiah  Parker,  Peter  Sylvester,  Israel 
Smith,  John  Steele,  Thomas  TredweU,  Abraham  Vena- 
ble, Alexander  White,  and  Hugh  Williamson. 

And  so  the  bill  was  rejected. 

PETITION  OF  MOSES  YOUNG. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  memorial  of  Moses  Young. 
Whereupon, 

The  resolution  reported  by  the  said  committee, 
in  the  words  foUowmg,  was  read,  to  wit : 

^  That  the  said  Moses  Young  hath  a  just  claim  on 
the  United  States  for  the  full  amount  of  his  salary,  at 
the  rate  of  five  hundred  pounds  sterling  per  annum, 
from  the  eighteenth  of  October,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-nine,  to  the  thirtieth  of  AugusI, 
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one  thousand  seren  hundred  and  eighty-two,  induding 
the  usual  aDowance  of  three  months  for  returning  to 
America ;  and  that,  after  deducting  the  sums  received 
from  Doctor  Franklin,  and  hy  his  attorney,  Joseph 
Nourse,  the  balance  ought  to  be  paid  by  tifie  United 
8Utes." 

The  facts  of  the  case  are  these :  Mr.  Younjg 
was  appointed  Secretary  to  Mr.  Laurens  on  his 
embassy  to  Holland.  Mr.  Laurens,  it  appears,  had 
recommended  to  Mr.  Youn^  to  take  but  one  half 
of  his  salary,  in  consideration  of  the  embassy's 
haying  proved  inefficient ;  and,  as  an  inducement, 
informed  Mr.  Young  that  he  (Mr.  Laurens)  in- 
tended to  relinquish  the  whole  of  hb  salary.  Mr. 
Young,  from  patriotic  motives,  and  influenced  by 
the  example  of  Mr.  Laurens,  accordingly  relin- 
quished one  half  of  his  salary  as  Secretary  afore- 
said ;  but  finding  afterwards  tnat  Mr.  Laurens  had, 
on  his  return  to  America,  received  his  full  salary 
and  emoluments  from  the  Grovemment,  as  Am- 
bassador, Mr.  Younff,  in  the  petition,  prays  that  he 
iloay  be  paid  the  full  amount  of  the  salary  he  had. 
on  the  aforesaid  considerations,  relinquisned.  All 
the  vouchers  and  documents  relating  to  this  sub- 
ject were  read :  among  others,  an  account  settled 
between  the  United  States  and  Mr.  Young.  The 
'  question,  therefore,  according  to  the  opinion  given 
by  the  gentlemen  who  supported  the  petition  was. 
whether  the  present  Grovemment  should  avail 
itself  of  this  settlement  made  under  the  circum- 
stances already  stated,  and  thereby  preclude  the 
petitioner  from  the  niU  allowance  to  which  he 
was,  by  a  resolution  of  the  former  Congress  enti- 
tled, especially  as  by  the  account  settled  U  appears 
that  Mr.  Youns  made  a  reservation  of  a  further 
claim.  It  was  observed  that  the  allegations  in  the 
petition  were  supported  by  the  most  explecit  de- 
clarations on  the  part  of  Mr.  Laurens ;  and  that 
the  petitioner  was  clearly^  and  justly  entitled  to 
the  sum  he  had  relinquished  on  a  contingency 
which  had  not  taken  place,  but  directly  the  reverse ; 
it  was  said  that  it  would  be  little  short  of  taking  a 
pettifogging  advantage  of  the  petitioner. 

In  opposition  to  the  report  in  favor  of  the  peti- 
tioner, it  was  said  that  the  settlement  made  at  the 
public  office  appears  to  have  been  done  delibe- 
rately, and  the  allowance  of  the  salary  of  £250  ster- 
ling, was  made  pursuant  to  certificates  received 
from  Mr.  Laurens,  as  a  full  salary.  It  was  ur^^, 
that  if  the  Legislature  should  rip  up  transactions 
80  loDff  settled,  and  do  away  accounts  finally  closed 
with  tne  proper  officers,  it  would  be  a  most  danger- 
ous precedent  indeed.  It  was  constantly  echo^  in 
the  House,  that  these  settlements  were  not  to  be 
disturbed ;  the  consequence,  it  was  easy  to  perceive, 
would  be  of  the  most  perplexing  nature ;  there 
would  be  no  end  to  the  applications  which  would 
take  place;  applications,  accompanied  with  cir- 
cumstances whose  pretensions,  it  was  said,  were 
much  more  weighty  and  important  than  that  now 
under  consideration.  It  was  further  observed^  that 
it  does  not  appear  that  Mr.  Laurens  had  deviated 
from  his  agreement  with  Mr.  Youn^,  in  settlinff 
his  account ;  for,  though  he  had  received  his  fuU 
salary  as  Ambassador,  it  plainly  appears  that  he 
did  not  receive  it  merely  as  a  compensation  for 


his  services  as  such,  but  in  part  as  an  indemnifica- 
tion for  other  services,  and  for  losses  he  had  sus- 
tained in  consequence  of  being  in  public  employ- 
ment ;  and,  therefore,  Mr.  Youi^s  claim  on  account 
of  a  supposed  violation  of  contract  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Laurens,  is  not  well  founded ;  and,  besides,  it 
was  remarked,  that  Mr.  Younc,  in  the  account  ne 
has  settled,  has  no  reference  in  nis  note  of  reserva- 
tion, to  any  subsequent  claim  on  account  of  any 
contract  between  him  and  Mr.  Laurens.  After  a 
lonff  debate,  the  (]|uestion  on  agreeing  to  the  report 
of  the  committee  in  favor  of  the  petitioner,  as  above 
stated,  was  put  and  negatived,  ^  to  25. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  then  moved  that  the  petition  of 
Moses  Young,  with  the  additional  evidence  and 
documents  accompanying  the  same,  be  recommit- 
ted to  a  select  committee.  This  motion  was 
lost. 


Thursday,  December  6. 

Mr.  Madison,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the 
accounts  of  Lewis  Garan^r,  for  military  services 
during  the  late  war ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed. 

Mr.  Key,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Woodrop  and  Joseph  Sims, 
made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  Monday  next. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
and  report  from  the  Commissioners  for  settling 
the  accounts  between  the  United  States  and  the 
individual  States,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  26th 
ultimo ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  enrolling  and 
licensing  ships  or  vessels  to  be  employed  m  the 
coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for  regulating  the 
same;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr. 
Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Sedgwick 
reported  that  the  Committee  nad  had  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  several  amend- 
ments thereto. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  Joshua  Seney,  one  of  the  members  for  the 
State  of  Maryland,  stating  his  acceptance  of  an 
appointment  m  the  Judiciary  Department  of  the 
said  State,  which  disqualifies  him  from  a  seat  in 
this  House ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  following  Message  was  received,  with 
closed  doors,  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  : 

Uhitm  8tatx8,  December  6, 179S. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Hou9e  of  Repre»entaUve8  : 

The  several  meesnree  which  have  been  porsned  to 

induce  the  hostile  Indian  tribes,  North  of  the  Ohio,  to 

enter  into  a  oonierence  or  treaty  wiUi  the  United  States, 

at  which  all  causes  of  difference  might  be  Ailfy  under^ 
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stood,  and  justly  and  amicably  arranged,  hare  already 
been  submitted  to  both  Houses  of  Congress. 

TIm  papers,  herewith  sent,  will  inlbiB  you  of  the 
remit. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

The  papers  accompanying  the  said  Message 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

CASE  OF  WOODROP  8IM8. 

Mr.  Key,  of  the  committee  on  the  petition  of 
Woodrop  and  Joseph  Sims,  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was,  that  the  relief  prayed  Tor  ought  to  be 
granted. 

The  reading  of  the  petition  was  called  for,  the 
prayer  of  which  is,  that  they  may  be  released  from 
the  payment  of  duties  on  sundry  groods  lost  on  a 
voyage  from  New  York  to  Philadelphia. 

A  motion  was  made  to  accept  the  report  of  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Goodhue  observed,  that  though  he  was  dis- 
posed to  grant  relief  in  tne  case,  yet  he  saw  no 
principle  on  which  it  could  be  done ;  had  the  own- 
ers insured  a  sum  sufficient  to  have  covered  the 
duties,  they  would  have  avoided  the  additicmal 
loss  occasioned  by  having  given  bond  for  them. 
He  thought  that  the  House  ouffht  to  proceed  with 
great  caution,  as  granting  relief  in  the  present  case 
would  be  establisning  a  precedent  which  might  be 
attended  with  great  inconvenience  and  eventual 
loss  of  revenue. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said,  that  relief  had  been  granted 
in  a  former  case,  which  perhaps  was  similar ;  though 
he  did  not  perfectly  recollect  the  circumstances: 
and  said  he  wishea  the  law  he  alluded  to  mi^ht 
be  read.  He  suggested  the  propriety  of  receivmg 
the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  or  the  Treasury,  as 
it  was  of  the  greatest  importance  that  a  fuu  in- 
vestigation of  the  subject  should  tak^  place  pre- 
vious to  any  decision. 

Mr.  FiTZsiMONs  observed,  that  this  was  an  in- 
dividual case ;  it  stood  on  its  own  merits ;  every 
member  of  the  House  was  fully  competent  to 
forming  an  opinion  on  it;  and  he  hoped  the 
House  would  determine  respecting  it  for  them- 
selves. 

Mr.  FiTZSiMONS  then  stated  the  particulars  to 
show  that  this  was  a  case  of  peculiar  nardship  and 
misfortune ;  and  that  the  loss  of  the  duties  to  which 
the  petitioners  were  exposed,  arose  in  part  from 
an  excess  of  official  attention  on  the  part  of  the 
Collector  of  New  York.  After  some  further  re- 
marks by  different  gentlemen,  the  petition  and 
report  were  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
for  Monday  next. 


Friday,  December  7. 

The  Letter  from  Mr.  Senet,  containing  his  re- 
signation was  again  read,  and  a  motion  made  to 
refer  the  same  to  a  committee ;  some  debate  en- 
sued on  thb  motion,  in  which  the  question  was 
started  how  hi  it  was  in  the  power  of  a  member 
of  the  House  to  vacate  his  seat ;  the  solution  of 
this,  it  was  said,  would  involve  a  lengthy  discus- 
sio&  of  some  constitutional  questions ;  if  it  was  the 


opinion  of  the  House  that  the  present  case  natu- 
rally included  this  discussion,  the  reference  ought 
to  be  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Some  gen- 
tlemen thought  that  the  most  simple  proces$  was 
to  accept  the  resignation,  and  make  entry  accord- 
ingly in  the  Journal;  a  notification  lo  be  sent  to 
the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Maryland.  The 
motion  for  commitment  of  the  Letter  was  nega- 
tived ;  a  motion  was  then  made  that  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  notify  the  Executive  of  the  State  of 
Maryland  of  a  representation  of  that  State,  by  the 
resignation  of  Mr.  Senby.  This  motion  was  ne- 
gatived and  the  Letter  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury^  accompany- 
ing certain  statements,  together  with  a  Letter 
from  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to 
the  disbursements  made  by  the  Department  of 
War,  in  the  years  one  thousand  sev^i  hundred 
and  ninety,  and  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-one.  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  thirteenth 
ultimo ;  wnich  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Sedgwick,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  for  a  limited 
time,  and  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  pro- 
viding the  means  of  intercourse  betwe^i  the 
United  States  and  foreign  nations ;  which  was  re- 
ceived, read  twice,  and  committed. 

The  House  aeain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wnole  House  on  the  bill  to  ascer- 
tain the  fees  demandable  on  Admiralty  proceedings 
in  the  District  Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
amend  in  part  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the 
government  and  regulation  of  seamen  in  the 
merchants' service ;"  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

The  following  Message  was  received,  with 
closed  doors,  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States: 

Uhitm  States,  Z)ccem*cr  7,  1798. 
Gentlemen  of  ike  SenaUt  and 

of  the  Hou$e  of  Rqitrt9entaii9ei  c 

I  lay  before  yon  two  Letters,  with  their  encloeares, 
from  the  Governor  of  the  Sonthwestem  Territory,  and 
sn  extract  of  a  Letter  to  him  from  the  Department  of 
War. 

These,  and  aLettcrof  tkenkithofOolebsrkst,whidi 
has  been  aheady  oommimieated  to  yon,  from  the  ssine 
Department  to  the  Gofvernor,  will  uhow  in  what  mannsr 
the  first  section  of  the  act  of  the  bat  sessien,  whidi  pre- 
vides  for  calling  out  the  Militia  for  the  r^peUing  of  In- 
dian invasions,  has  been  executed.  It  reiasins  to  be 
considered  by  Congress  whether,  in  the  pnsent  sitoa- 
tion  of  the  United  States,  it  be  sdvisshle  or  not  t9  porsue 
any  further  or  other  measures  than  those  which  have 
already  been  adopted.  The  nature  of  the  sobject  does, 
of  itself,  call  for  your  immediate  attention  to  it ;  and  I 
most  add,  that,  upon  the  result  of  your  deliberations, 
die  future  conduct  of  the  Executive  vrill  on  this  occa- 
sion materially  depend. 

O.  WASHINGTON. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Message,  together  with 
the  papers  herein  referred  to,  be  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 
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MoNDAT,  December  10. 

Mr.  Williamson,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed, presented  a  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  promote  the  progress  of  Useful  Arts ;"  which 
was  received,  read  twice,  and  committed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  enclosing  the  copy  of 
a  letter  from  the  Governor  of  Georgia,  together 
with  certain  communications  relative  to  mdian 
affairs ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  he  re- 
ferred to  the  consideration  of  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  to-day. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed, presented  a  bill  to  establish  an  uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United 
States ;  which  was  received,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  Message  from  the  Pre- 
sident OF  THE  United  States,  of  the  7th  instant, 
together  with  the  papers  therein  referred  to,  rela- 
tive to  the  execution  of  the  act  for  calling  out  the 
Militia  to  repel  the  invasions  of  the  Indians ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  Mes- 
sage and  papers  under  consideration,  and  made 
some  progress  therein. 

Tuesday,  December  11. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
and  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
on  the  petition  of  Abraham  Scribner  and  Thomas 
Cable ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  House  affain  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Message  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  7th 
instant,  together  with  the  papers  therein  referred 
to,  relative  to  the  execution  of  the  act  for  calling 
out  the  Militia  to  repel  the  invasions  of  the  In- 
dians; and,  after  some  time  spettt  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  again 
had  the  said  Message  and  papers  under  considera- 
tion, and  made  a  further  progress  therein. 

Wednesday,  December  12, 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
^om  the  Secretary  of  War,  enclosinfr  a  statement 
of  certain  materials  whereon  the  estimate  of  eon- 
tiBgeneies  of  the  War  Department,  for  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety*4hre6,  are 
founded ;  also,  an  explanation  of  certam  heads  of 
articles  in  the  general  estimate,  called  ^  coniectu- 
ral  f  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Comnaittee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  of  the  estimates  of  the  sums  neces- 
sary to  be  appropriated  for  the  service  of  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three. 

A  memorial  of  Moses  Young  was  presented  to 
the  House  and  read,  praying  to  be  compensated 
for  certain  services  as  Secretary  to  Mr.  Laurens 
and  to  Doctor  Frankun,  on  tneir  embassies  to 
Holland  and  France,  for  which  he  has  received  no 
satisfaction. 


Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  instruction 
to  examine  the  same,  and  report  nis  opinion  there- 
upon to  the  House. 

A  memorial  was  presented  of  John  Nicholson, 
Cornelius  Barnes,  John  Mitchell,  junior,  and  Nor- 
ton Pryor,  creditors  of  the  United  States,  who 
loaned  money  between  September,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  and  March,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  pray- 
ing that  an  appropriation  may  be  made  for  the 
payment  of  the  arrears  of  interest  due,  and  the 
annual  interest  accruing  on  the  amount  of  their 
respective  claims. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  House  asain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  estimates  of  the 
sums  necessary  to  be  appropriated  for  the  service 
of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-tnree ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

On  a  motion  made  an4  seconded  that  the  House 
do  come  to  the  following  resolutions : 

**Resohed,  That  a  loan  to  the  amount  of  the  balances 
which,  upon  a  final  settlement  of  accounts,  shall  be 
found  due  from  the  United  States  to  the  individual 
States,  be  opened  at  the  Treasoiy  of  the  United  States, 
and  at  die  loan  offices  in  the  respective  States,  to  com- 
mence within months  after  die  said  balances  shall 

be  reported  at  the  Treasury,  and  to  continue  open  for 
the  term  of months,  from  the  time  of  its  com- 
mencement. 

^  Retelved,  That  the  sums  to  be  subscribed  to  sudi 
loans  be  payable  in  the  principal  or  interest  of  the  cer- 
tificates or  notes  issued  by  any  such  of  the  said  States, 
as,  upon  the  final  settlement  of  aoooants,  shall  have  a 
balance  diM\  to  them  from  the  United  States,  and  which 
■hall  have  been  liquidated  to  specie  valne  prior  to  the 
—  day  of         last 

"Reaohed,  That  every  subscriber  to  the  said  loan 
shall  be  entitled  to  certificates  according  to  the  sum 
subscribed,  of  the  like  tenor  and  description,  in  the  like 
proportions,  and  upon  the  like  terms,  as  are  specified 
and  directed  by  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  sections  of 
the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  making  provision  for  the  Debt 
of  the  United  States,"  except  that  interest  on  such  of 
the  certificates  subscribed  to  the  said  loan  as  bear  in- 
terest, shall  be  computed  to  the  last  day  of  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  inclusively, 
and  that  interest  riiall  not  begin  to  accrue  upon  any  of 
tiie  certificates  which  shall  be  issued  in  lieu  thereof^  tifl 
the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  nine^-four. 

^Retolved,  That  in  all  cases  where  the  sum  sub- 
scribed in  the  evidences  of  the  debt  of  any  State  shall 
exceed  the  balance  due  to  such  State,  the  same  shall  be 
reduced  (in  equal  propcntions)  to  die  sum  actually  due 
to  such  State.^* 

Ordered,  That  the  said  motion  be  referred,  to 
the  consideration  of  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  first  Monday  of  January  next. 

The  House  asain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  ascertain 
the  fees  deoEiandable  on  Admiral^  proceedings  in 
the  District  Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
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amend  in  part  the  act.  entitled  ^'  An  act  for  the 
government  and  regulation  of  seamen  in  the  mer- 
chants' service ;"  and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

Thursday,  December  13. 

Andrew  Greoo,  from  Pennsylvania,  appeared 
and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  ^^  An 
act  concerning  the  re£;istering  and  recording  of 
ships  or  vessels,"  with  several  amendments;  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  of  a  plan  for  the  redemption  of  the 
Public  Debt,  and  for  the  reimbursement  of  a  cer- 
tain loan  made  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
which  lay  on  the  table,  be  referred  to  the  consider- 
ation of  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  this 
day  fortnight. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  on  Thursday  last,  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House,  to  the  bill  for  enrolling 
and  licensing  ships  or  vessels,  to  be  employed  in 
the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for  regulating 
the  same ;  and  the  said  amendments  being  sever- 
ally twice  read  were,  on  the  question  put  there- 
upon, agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, do  ue  on  the  table. 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  this  House  a  Return  of  all  the 
commissioned  officers,  non-commissioned  officers, 
and  privates,  belon^g  to  the  regular  establish- 
ment of  the  United  States,  specifying  the  regi- 
ments or  corps  to  which  they  belong,  and  ue 
times  of  their  entering  the  service. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  estimates  of  the 
sums  necessary  to  be  appropriated  for  the  service 
of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
three;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr. 
Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Sedgwick 
feported  that  the  Committee  had  again  had  the 
said  report  under  consideration^  and  come  to  seve- 
ral resolutions  thereupon ;  which  were  severally 
twice  read,  and  agreea  to  by  the  House,  as  follows: 

"  Resolved.  That,  for  defraying  the  expenditure 
of  the  Civil  List  of  the  United  States  for  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  to- 
gether with  the  incidental  and  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  several  Departments  ana  offices 
thereof,  there  be  appropriated  the  several  sums  of 
money  following,  to  wit :"  [Here  follow  the  seve- 
ral items.] 

"  Resolved^  That,  for  making  good  deficiencies 
for  the  support  of  the  Civil  List  Establishment, 
for  aidinjB^  tne  fund  appropriated  for  the  payment 
of  certam  officers  of  the  courts,  jurors,  and  wit- 
nesses ;  for  the  support  of  light-houses,  and  for  the 
establishment  of  ten  cutters,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, there  be  appropriated  the  several  sums  of 
money  following,  to  wit:"  [Here  again  follow 
the  items.] 


"  Resolved^  That,  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
the  War  Department  for  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  there  be  appro- 
priated the  following  sums,  to  wit :"  [The  items 
follow.] 

"  Resolved^  That,  for  making  good  the  several 
and  respective  sums  of  money  aforesaid,  there  be 
appropriated — 

"  1st.  The  sum  of  six  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
reserved  by  the  act  making  provision  for  the  Debt 
of  the  United  States. 

"  2d.  The  surplus  which  may  remain  unappro- 
priated for  the  use  of  the  War  Department,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two. 

"  3d.  So  much  of  the  existing  revenues  of  the 
United  States  as  are  unappropriated." 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolutions ;  and  that  Mr.  Lad- 
RANCE,  Mr.  Baldwin,  Mr.  Jeremiah  Smith,  Mr. 
Steele,  and  Mr.  Giles  do  prepare  and  bring  in 
the  same. 

PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuryj 
containing  a  plan  for  the  reduction  of  the  Public 
Debt,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sedgwick,  was  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

A  motion  for  its  being  made  the  order  of  the 
day,  this  day  week,  was  opposed.*  Mr.  Murray 
objected  to  so  early  a  day.  The  subject,  said  he, 
is  important ;  the  State  of  Maryland  has  a  right 
to  six  votes  in  this  House ;  it  so  happens,  that  four 
seats  of  the  representation  from  that  State  ar^  va- 
cant. He  wisned,  therefore,  that  a  more  distant 
day  may  be  appointed,  as,  in  that  case,  it  was 
highly  probable  that  State  would  be  more  fully 
represented.  Other  reasons  for  a  more  distant 
day  were  urged  by  several  gentlemen.  This  day 
fortnight  was  finally  agreed  to. 

The  House  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  the 
coasting  oill.  They  agreed  to  some  of  the  amend- 
ments reported,  with  amendments  3  others  were 
rejected.  A  clause  was  proposed  to  be  added,  re- 
quiring from  the  owners  or  masters  of  vessels  a 
particular  enumeration  of  all  the  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise  transported  in  the  several  coast- 
ing vessels  from  time  to  time.  This  occasioned 
some  debate ;  it  was  objected  to  as  involving  a 
great  and  unnecessary  expense,  without  affording 
a  corresponding  benefit;  as  tending  to  obstruct 
the  coasting  trade,  so  as  almost  to  destroy  the 
same.  It  was  said  it  would  be  nugatory,  being 
in  many  cases  impracticable.  The  clause  was 
supported,  as  conducive  to  information  relative  to 
the  products  and  real  consumptions  of  the  several 
States — points  on  which  very  different  opinions 
were  entertained;  that  the  expense  would  not 
probably  be  more  than  the  addition  of  one  clerk 
to  the  Treasury  Department ;  that  the  duty  would 
devolve  on  the  coUectors,  and  be  a  busmess,  of 
course,  &c.  The  motion  was  at  length  with- 
drawn. Some  verbal  corrections  were  made  in 
several  sections;  and  then,  by  general  consent, 
the  bill  was  laid  i>n  the  table  for  further  consi- 
deration. 
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ESTIMATES  OF  APPROPRIATION. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  estimate  of  appropriations, 
Mr.  Sedgwick  in  the  Chair.  The  Cnairman  ob- 
served that  the  subject  was  before  the  Committee 
without  any  specific  proposition. 

Mr.  KiTCHELL  moved  that  the  Committee 
should  rise,  and  report  the  resolutions  submitted 
some  time  since. 

It  being  remarked  that  these  resolutions  were 
yet  to  be  determined  on,  having  never  been  re- 
ported to  the  House,  they  were  again  read ;  and 
then  a  motion  for  the  Committee  to  rise  and  re- 
port was  made  and  agreed  to.  The  Committee 
accordingly  rose  and  reported  the  resolutions, 
which  were  taken  into  consideration  by  the 
House.  The  items  of  the  estimate  were  again 
recited.  The  sum  in  the  estimate  for  the  support 
and  expenses  of  the  Loan  Offices  occasioned  con- 
siderable conversation.  The  accounts  of  the  se- 
veral Loan  Offices  were  again  called  for;  that  from 
the  officer  at  New  York  being  read,  it  was  re- 
marked that  the  amount  of  this  account  exceeded 
that  of  Pennsylvania,  and,  indeed,  of  all  the  other 
accounts.  This  disparity,  it  was  said,  was  very 
extraordinary,  and  did  not  appear  to  be  accompa- 
nied with  any  sufficient  reasons  for  so  great  a  dif- 
ference ;  and  though  the  accounts  had  been  set- 
tled by  the  proper  officers  of  the  Treasury^  yet 
that  they  were  liable  to  be  i^vised  by  the  House. 

Some  remarks  in  opposition  were  made. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  the  sum  reported 
in  the  e&timate  for  the  Loan  Offices,  was  carried 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  House  having  proceeded  through  the  items 
included  in  the  severu  resolutions,  a  motion  was 
made  and  agreed  to,  that  a  coomiittee  be  appointed 
to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  in  conformity  thereto ; 
and  Messrs.  Laurance,  Baldwin,  Smith,  N.  H., 
Steele,  and  Giles,  were  appointed. 

A  motion  that  the  estimate  of  contingencies  re- 
ceived from  the  War  DeiNirtment  with  the  other 
papers  relative  to  the  estimate  of  appropriations, 
be  referred  to  the  select  committee,  was.  after 
some  debate,  superceded  by  a  motion  to  adjourn. 


Friday,  December  14. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  irom  the  committee  to 
whom  were  referred  the  petitions  of  sundry  per- 
sons, pray  ins;  to  be  placea  on  the  list  of  pension- 
ers of  the  united  States;  also,  a  Letter  trom  the 
Judges  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  District  of 
North  Carolina,  relative  to  the  act  passed  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  regulatini;  the  claims  to  In- 
valid Pensions,  made  a  report;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday,  the 
31st  instant 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  lists 
of  the  names  of  persons  returned  to  his  office  for 
pensions,  by  the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  United 
States,  together  with  the  rates  of  the  said  pen- 
sions, and  the  causes  assigned  for  disability,  pur- 
suant to  the  order  of  the  3d  instant;  which  was 
2d  Con.— 25 


read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  last 
appointed. 

Mr.  LivERMORB,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  a  number  of  the  in- 
habitants of  St.  Vincennes,  on  the  Wabash;  to- 
gether with  a  Letter  from  the  Grovernor  of  the 
Territorv  of  the  United  States  Northwest  of  the 
River  Onio,  accompanying  the  same,  made  a  re- 
port; whicn  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate,  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  registering 
and  recordinff  of  ships  or  vessels."  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
amendments  to  the  fifth  section. 

Resolved^  That  this  House  doth  disagree  to  the 
amendment  to  the  seventeenth  section  of  the  said 
bUl. 

Ordered^  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  ac* 
quaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  in  addition  to,  and  alteration  of  the  act,  enti- 
tled ^  An  act  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  United 
States  with  the  individual  States;"^  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

REGISTERING  VESSELS. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  registering  and  recordin|fof  ships 
or  vessels  were  taken  into  consideration.  The 
first,  second,  and  third  amendments  were  agreed 
to.  The  fourth  amendment  was  to  strike  out  the 
17th  section  of  the  bill,  which  was  designed  to 
guard  effectually  a^inst  collusion  in  regard  to 
American  vessels — it  having  been  ascertained  that 
impositions  in  this  respect  had  been  practised 
with  success.  The  amendment  of  the  Senate 
was  objected  to ;  it  was  said  it  left  the  door  still 
open  to  the  owners  of  foreign  Vessels  to  evade 
payment  of  forei^  tonnage.  Mr.  Qoodhde,  Mr. 
Williamson,  Mr.  Sbdgwick,  Mr.  Pabkbr,  and 
Mr.  Madison,  opposed  the  amendment. 

Mr.  FiTZSiMONs  appeared  to  be  partially  m  fa< 
vor  of  the  amendment;  he  observed  that  there 
was  no  clause  in  the  British  navigation  law. 
equally  rigid  with  that  proposed  in  the  bill,  ana 
which  the  Senate  have  objected  to.  He  observed 
that  the  policy  of  such  restrictions  as  went  to  dis- 
courage the  building  of  vessels  in  the  United 
States  may  well  be  doubted ;  but  though  he  viras 
not  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  clause  m  the  bill, 
yet  he  should  not  vote  to  concur  with  the  Senate. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said  he  ajs^eed  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  in  his  remarks,  but  should 
draw  a  very  different  conclusion,  and  should  there- 
fore be  in  favor  of  concurring  with  the  Senate ; 
but  if  the  House  should  not  be  disposed  to  concur, 
he  inquired  whether  the  proposal  to  strike  out  the 
clause  could  not  be  adopted  without  agreeing  to 
the  substitute  ? 

Mr.  Bajuiwill  was  in  favor  of  concurring  with 
the  Senate. 
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Mr.  Parker  opposed  the  amendment.  He  said 
the  operation  of  the  proposed  clause  from  the  Se- 
nate might  tend  to  increase  the  building  of  Ame- 
rican vessels,  but  would  most  certainly  tend  to  the 
iniury  of  the  mercantile  interest  in  general.  The 
collusions  aUuded  to  by  several  gentlemen,  he  ob- 
served, had  undoubtedly  taken  i^ace ;  and,  if 
there  is  not  some  effectual  provision^  like  that  in 
the  bill,  adopted,  the  commerce  or  the  United 
States  in  a  few  years  would  be  transferred  to  fo- 
reigners altogether. 

Mr.  Madison  was  opposed  to  the  amendment. 
He  added  a  few  remarks,  corroborative  of  the  sen- 
timents delivered  by  Mr.  Parker  ;  and  then  the 
question  being  put,  the  amendment  of  the  Senate 
was  disagreed  to. 

The  House  a^ain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  WlK^e  House  on  the  Message  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States^  of  the  7th 
instant,  together  with  the  papers  therem  referred 
to,  relative  to  the  execution  of  the  act  for  calling 
out  the  Militia  to  repel  the  invasions  of  the  In- 
dians; and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  a^ain 
had  the  said  Message  and  papers  under  considera- 
tion, and  made  a  farther  progress  therein. 


MondaV,  December  17. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^  An  act 
in  addition  to,  and  alteration  of  the  act,  entitled 
^An  act  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  United 
States  with  the  individual  States,'*  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  commttt^  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  second 
Monday  of  January  next. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  Report  of  the  Commit- 
tee to  whom  was  referred  the  Report  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  osk  the  petition  of  the 
Executors  of  Edward  Cames,  deceased;  and,  a^er 
some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed 
the  ClMiir,  and  Mr.  Sedgwick  reported  that  the 
Committee  bad  had  the  said  Report  under  consi- 
deration, and  come  to  several  resolutions  there- 
upon ;  which  were  severally  read  twice,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House,  as  follow: 

Resolved,  That  all  persons  having  claims  upon 
the  United  States,  not  barred  by  any  act  of  limit- 
ation, whether  founded  upon  certificates,  or  other 
written  documents  from  public  officers  or  other- 
wise, f  except  Lfoan  Office  certificates,  certificates 
of  final  settlement,  Register's  certificates,  and  cer- 
tificates issued  pursuant  to  the  act  making  pro- 
vision for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States,)  shall 
exhibit  the  same  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United 

States  within months,  or  be  forever  barred 

from  payment  or  settlement. 

Reioived,  That  the  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be  authorized  to  settle  and  adjust,  after 
the  expiration  of  the  term  aforesaid,  all  such  &[ 
those  claims  as  shall  appear  to  them  proper  to  be 
admitted,  and  to  report  to  Congress  upon  all  such 
as  they  may  not  thmk  proper  to  admit. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  broiwht  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolutions,  and  that  Sir.  Good- 


hue, Mr.  Fitzsimons,  Mr.  Datton,  Mr.  Parker, 
and  Mr.  Niles,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  their  amendment  dis- 
ajsnreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  seventeenth  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  entitled  ^' An  act  concerning  the 
re^stering  and  recording  of  ships  or  vessels. 

The  House  asain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House,  on  the  Message  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the 
7th  instant,  together  with  the  j^pers  therein  re- 
ferred to,  relative  to  the  execution  of  the  act  for 
calling  out  the  Militia  to  repel  the  invasions  of 
the  Indians;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  haa 
aj^n  had  the  said  Message  and  papers  under  con- 
sideration, and  come  to  no  resolution  thereupon* 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whde 
House  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  same,  and  that  the  said  Bdessage  and 
papers  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Tuesday,  Decemb^  18. 

A  memorial  of  the  officers,  now  residing  in  the 
State  a(  New  York,  of  the  late  American  Army, 
in  behalf  of  themselves  and  their  Inrethren  the 
soldiers  of  the  said  Army,  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  that  the  depreciation 
which  accrued  on  the  certificates  of  Debt  granted 
them  in  reward  for  their  military  services  durine 
the  late  war,  may  be  made  good  to  them,  or  such 
other  relief  afforded  them  as  the  present  circum- 
stances of  the  United  States  will  admit.  Also,  a 
memorial  of  the  Pennsylvania  line  of  the  late 
Army,  to  the  same  effbct. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorials  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  on  the  6th  instant,  to.  the  bill  for 
enrolling  and  licensing  ships  or  vessels  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for 
regelating  the  same.    Whereupon^ 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  recommitted  to  Mr.  €k>ODBUB,  Mr.  Pit«- 
siMONs,  and  Mr.  Parker. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  Message 
from  the  President  op  the  United  States,  of 
the  7th  instant,  together  with  the  papers  therein 
referred  to,  relative  to  the  execution  of  the  act' 
for  calling  out  the  Militia  to  repel  the  invasions  of 
the  Indians,  which  lay  on  the  table.  Whereupon, 

A  motion  being  made  and  seconded  that  the 
House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

**  JReaohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
authorized  to  employ  such  part  of  the  military  force 
and  of  the  Militia  of  the  United  States,  as  he  may  judge 
neceasaiy,  for  the  e^ctual  protection  of  the  firontien ; 
and  (if  he  shall  judge  it  expedient)  to  csnry  on  offon- 
live  operations  against  the  Indians  of  the  five  lower 
Cherokee  towns,  called  Chickamagas,  and  soch  edier 
of  the  Indian  tribes  as  may  hereafter  oommk  acts  of 
depredation  against  the  lima  and  property  of  the  dti- 
of  the  Unit«l  States:*' 


A  division  of  the  said  motion  was  called  for. 
Whereupon, 
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The  duestion  hebae  put,  that  the  House  do  agree 
to  the  nrst  part  of  tke  said  motion,  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit: 

''  Rewhed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
he  authorized  to  employ  such  part  of  the  militaiy  force 
and  of  the  Militia  of  the  United  States,  as  he  may  judge 
necessary  for  the  effectual  protection  of  the  frontiers ; 
and  (if  he  shall  judge  it  expedient)  to  carry  on  offen- 
sive operations  against  the  Indians  of  the  five  lower 
Cherokee  towns,  called  Chickamagas  :'* 

It  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  21,  nays  27,  as 
follows: 

YBAs^-^hrahttm  Baldwin,  Robert  Bamwell»  Abra- 
ham Clark,  William  Findley ,  Thomas  Fitzamona,  WU- 
ttam  B.  Qtles,  Christopher  Gieenup,  Samuel  Griffin, 
Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Huger,  Richard  Bland  Lee, 
John  Milledge,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augustus 
Muhlenheigy  William  Vans  Murray,  John  Page,  Josiah 
Parker,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Abraham  V^iable, 
Alexander  White,  and  Francis  Wilhs. 

NjLTs* — John  Baptiil  Ashe,  Elias  Boudinot,  Shear- 
jashub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  flbridge  Gerry, 
Nicholas  Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  Andrew  Gregg, 
Daniel  Heister,  James  HiUhouse,  Pb^p  Key,  Aaron 
Kitchell,  John  Laurance,  Amasa  Learned,  George  Leo- 
nard, Samuel  Livermore,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Theodore 
Sedgwick,  Peter  Sylvester,  Israel  Smith,  John  Steele, 
Jonathan  Sturges,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Thomas  Tred- 
well,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Artemas  Ward,  and  Hugh 
Williamson. 

And  so  the  said  motion  was  lost. 


Wednesday,  December  19. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  enclosing  an  extract 
of  a  letter  from  Brigadier  Greneral  Wilkinson; 
also,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  James  Seagrove,  rela- 
tive to  Indian  Affairs :  which  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolvedj  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  to  whom  is  referred  so  much  of  the  Re- 
port or  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  made  on 
th&  3d  instant,  as  relates  to  a  plan  for  the  reim- 
bursement of  a  certain  loan  made  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  be  discharged  from  the  consi- 
deration of  the  same :  and  that  a  comnuttee  be 
appointed  to  report  a  bill  authorizing  a  loan  equal 
to  the  sum  borrowed  of  the  said  Bank,  to  be  ap^ 
plied  to  the  said  reimbursement,  and  providing 
that  so  much  of  the  dividend  in  the  slock  of  Qo- 
vemment  in  the  said  Bank,  as  may  be  necessary, 
be  appropriated  for  paying  the  interest  of  the  sum 
to  be  borrowed. 

Chdered,  That  Mr.  Sboowiok,  Mr.  Lauiance, 
and  Mr.  Mubray,  be  a  committee,  pursuant  to  the 
said  resolution. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  trade 
and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  con- 
sideration, and  made  several  amendments  thereto. 

Orderedy  That  the  said  bUl,  with  the  »nend- 
ments,  do  ue  on  the  table.     . 


Thursday,  December  20, 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
and  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
on  the  petition  of  Ludwig  Kuhn;  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  memorial  of  the  officers,  now  residing  in  the 
State  of  Maryland,  of  the  late  American  Army, 
in  behalf  of  themselves  and  their  brethren  the 
soldiers  of  the  said  Army,  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  that  the  depreciation 
which  accrued  on  the  certificates  of  Debt  granted 
them  in  reward  for  their  military  services  during 
the  late  war,  may  be  made  good  to  them,  or  such 
other  relief  afforded  them  as  the  present  circum- 
stances of  the  United  States  will  admit. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

REDUCTION  OF  THE  ARMY. 

Mr.  Steele  laid  a  resolution  on  the  table,  to 
the  following  purport,  viz : 

''That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pr^are  and 
bring  in  a  bill  to  reduce  the  military  est^Iiuiment  oC 

the  United  States  to regiments  or  eoips,  oeib- 

sisting  each  of  "n  .  non-commissioned  otiicers,  pii- 
vates,  and  musicians,  with  such  proportion  of  commis- 
sioned officers  as  the  President  may  think  proper  to 
continue  in  service ;  and  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  act 
passed  the  6th  of  March,  1792,  entitled  <  An  act  for 
making  further  and  more  effectual  provision  for  the. 
protection  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States,'  as  may 
contravene  this  intention.^ 

This  motion,  Mr.  Steele  said,  he  was  influr 
enced  to  bring  forward,  from  two  motives:  the 
first  was,  to  afford  more  effectual  protection  to  the 
frontiers ;  the  other  was,  that,  by  this  reduction^  a 
sum  of  money  might  be  drawn  from  the  War 
Depairtment,  to  be  applied  to  the  reduction  of  the 
Public  Debt,  so  that  a  necessity  for  new  taxes,  to 
effect  that  object,  may  be  superceded. 

COASTING  BILL. 

The  select  committee  to  whom  the  coasting  bill 
had  been  recommitted  reported  sundry  amend- 
ments ',  which  were  taken  into  consideration  by 
the  House,  and  all  of  them  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Clark  objected  to  a  clause  in  the  12th  sec- 
tion, which  enjoms  that  every  change  of  the  mas- 
ter of  every  packet  or  ferry-boat  shSl  be  reported 
at  the  custom-house  the  first  opportunity. 

Mr.  Dayton  stated  the  inconveniences  to  which 
the  masters  and  owners  of  the  small  coastinj?  craft 
and  packet  boats  belonging  to  the  State  of  New 
Jersey  would  be  particularly  exposed  by  this  in- 
junction, where  the  masters  are  very  frequently 
changed. 

To  remove  thb  objection,  Mr.  Qoodhub  pro- 
posed to  insert  the  words  "  ferry-boats  excepted." 

This  motion  was  adopted. 

It  was  then  ordered  mat  the  bill  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

INDIAN  TRADE. 

The  amendments  reported  by  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to  the  bill  to  reffufate  trade  and  in- 
tercourse with  the  Indian  tribes  were  taken  into 
consideration. 
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Objections  were  made  to  the  5th  section,  which 
contemplates  legislating  and  punishing  criines 
committed  withm  the  boundaries  of  the  Indian 
countries.  It  was  contended  that  the  cases  men- 
-tioned  were  fully  provided  for  by  treaties,  or  by 
the  laws  of  the  respective  States;  the  whole 
ground,  it  was  said,  is  covered  by  these  provisions; 
and  therefore  there  appears  an  impropriety,  if  not 
an  absurdity,  in  enacting,  in  a  subsequent  law, 
that  certain  punishments  shall  be  inflicted  for 
certain  crimes,  which  are  sufficiently  recognised 
by  the  several  treaties  already  formed ;  that  the 
attempt  would  operate  unjustly;  the  provisions 
may  reach  our  own  citizens,  but  cannot  affect  so 
fully  as  they  ought  the  savaees.  It  was  moved 
that  the  whole  section  should  oe  stricken  out. 

In  opposition  to  this  motion,  it  was  said  that 
the  power  of  the  General  Grovemment  to  legislate 
in  ful  the  territory  belonging  to  the  Union,  not 
within  the  limits  of  any  particular  State,  cannot 
be  doubted ;  if  the  Grovemment  cannot  make  laws 
to  restrain  persons  from  goinjgr  out  of  the  Hmits  of 
any  of  the  States,  and  commit  murders  and  depre- 
dations, it  would  be  in  vain  to  expect  any  peace 
with  the  Indian  tribes.  The  power  of  Congress 
to  legislate,  independent  of  treaties,  it  was  also 
said,  must  be  admitted ;  for  it  is  impossible  that 
every  case  should  be  provided  for  by  those  treaties. 

The  question  being  called  for,  Mr.  Clark  rose 
and  observed,  that  he  conceived  it  was  of  import- 
ance that  the  House  should  vote  with  their  eyes 
open ;  and,  to  enable  them  to  do  this,  he  said  he 
should  read  the  ordinance  of  the  late  Congress, 
passed  in  1787,  respecting  the  settlement  of  the 
Western  country.  He  observed  that  he  believed 
very  few  of  the  members  had  turned  their  atten- 
tion to  it.  He  accordingly  read  such  parts  of  the 
ordinance  as  he  thought  essential  to  the  point, 
which  was  to  show  that  the  clause  of  the  bill  now 
under  consideration  would  in  its  operation  violate 
the  solemn  stipulations  with  the  settlers  contained 
in  the  ordinance,  as  full  provision  is  contained  in 
the  ordinance  to  institute  all  civil  and  criminal 
processes.  The  motion  for  striking  out  the  sec- 
tion was  negatived.  The  amendments  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  were  agreed  to,  with 
some  amendments.  Various  subsequent  amend- 
ments were  moved,  with  various  success,  some 
beinp^  agreed  to  and  others  rejected.  Without 
finishing  the  discussion  of  the  bill,  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Friday,  December  21. 

Mr.  Sedgwick,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  providing  for  the  reimbursement 
of  a  Loan  made  of  the  Ba^k  of  the  United  States; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

A  petition  of  Robert  Ralston,  Assignee  of  the 
estate  of  Thomas  Barclay,  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  that  payment  may  be 
made  to  him  as  legal  representative  of  the  said 
Thomas  Barclay,  for  the  amount  of  certain  claims 
ibr  services  rendered  by  him  to  the  Unit^  States 
previous  to  the  16th  day  of  May,  1791. 

Orderedj  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 


the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  instruction 
to  examine  the  same,  and  report  his  opinion  there- 
upon to  the  House. 

The  House  a^in  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  "Wliole  House,  on  the  bill  to  ascer- 
tain the  fees  demandable  on  Admiralty  proceed- 
ings, in  the  District  Courts  of  the  Unitea  States, 
and  to  amend,  in  part,  the  act,  entitled  ^' An  act 
for  the  government  and  regulation  of  seamen  in 
the  merchants'  service;"  and,  af^er  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  reported 
progress. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  Ladranoe,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  makine  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  €k>vemment  for  the  year  1793 ;  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  Steele  proposed  that  the  bill  should  be 
postponed  to  the  nrst  Monday  in  January.  He 
observed  that  he  had  laid  a  motion  on  the  table 
for  a  committee  to  report  a  bill  to  reduce  the  mili- 
tary establishment  or  the  United  States.  This 
appropriation  bill  makes  provision  for  the  present 
establishment ;  and  if  it  is  acted  upon  and  passed 
immediately  it  will  preclude  an  opportumty  for 
discussing  tne  merits  of  the  proposition  contained 
in  the  motion  which  he  had  made. 

The  motion  for  the  first  Monday  in  January 
was  nesatived. 

Mr.  STEELE  then  moved  the  last  Monday  in 
December ;  which  being  put,  was  carried. 

INDIAN  TRADE. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  reffulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the 
Indian  tribes.  A  motion  to  amend  the  fifth  section 
by  altering  the  clause  which  makes  it  felony  for 
any  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States  un- 
lawfully to  invade  any  Indian  settlement,  to  fine 
and  imprisonment  for  that  crime,  occasioned  con- 
siderable debate.  This  motion  was  finally  super- 
ceded by  one  to  recommit  the  bill ;  which  being 
carriedj  it  was  recommitted  to  the  select  commit- 
tee which  reported  it.  On  motion,  Mr.  Baldwin 
and  Mr.  Murray  were  added  to  the  committee. 


Monday,  December  24. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  enrolling  and  licensing 
ships  or  vessels  to  be  employed  in  the  coastiaff 
trade  and  fisheries,  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

A  memorial  of  the  merchants  and  traders  of 
the  borough  of  Wilmington,  in  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware, was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  pray- 
ing that  so  much  of  the  existing  revenue  laws  of 
the  United  States  as  do  not  allow  a  drawback 
upon  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,<unless  thev 
are  exported  from  the  district  or  port  into  whicn 
they  were  originally  imported,  may  be  revised 
and  amended. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War.  accompanying  the 
copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Crovemor  of  Greorgia, 
toother  with  an  enclosure,  relative  to  Indian  af- 
fairs in  the  Southern  department;  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
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Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  an  account  of 
the  application  of  the  moneys  borrowed  in  Ant- 
werp and  Amsterdam^  for  the  United  States, 
within  the  present  year. 

REIMBURSEMENT  OF  LOAN. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whtde  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  a  reimburse- 
ment of  a  Loan  made  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States — Mr.  White  in  the  Chair. 

The  bill  was  read  by  the  Chairman,  and  then 
considered  in  paragraphs. 

The  first  section  being  read — 

Mr.  Giles  said  he  was  rather  in  favor  of  post- 
poning the  subject ;  but  if  it  is  peculiarly  advan- 
tageous to  the  interest  of  the  United  States  to 
make  provision  for  this  object  immediately,  he 
suggested  whether  it  would  not  be  better,  it  pos- 
sible, to  provide  for  it  without  having  recourse  to 
the  exjiedient  of  a  new  loan.  He  was  averse  to 
f  increasing  the  Debt  of  the  United  States  by  addi- 
tional loans.  He  was  rather  in  favor  of  applying 
the  property  belonging  to  the  United  States  in 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  for  the  purpose. 
He  therefore  moved  that  the  section  should  be 
stricken  out  which  provides  for  a  loan,  in  order  to 
substitute  a  clause  providing  for  the  sale  of  the 
shares  in  the  Bank,  owned  by  the  United  States, 
that  the  proceeds  may  be  applied  to  the  reim- 
bursement of  the  Loan. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  doubted  whether  the  motion  was 
in  order,  as  it  went  to  a  totally  different  object 
from  any  8i>ecified  in  the  bill. 

The  Chairman  remarked  that  a  motion  to  strike 
out  the  section  was  in  order. 

Mr.  F1TZ8IMON8  observed  that,  if  th^  idea  of 
the  ^ntleman  was  adopted,  he  was  clearly  of 
opinion  that  the  sale  of  tne  snares  would  not  pro- 
duce a  sum  adequate  to  the  object,  as  bringing 
such  a  number  of  shares  to  market  would  un- 
doubtedly reduce  the  price  greatly  below  the  pre- 
sent market  price. 

Mr.  Giles  said  he  was  rather  desirous  of  a  post- 

Sonement  of  the  subject  \  he  was  not  prepared  to 
ecide  upon  it ;  he  suspected  many  gentlemen  in 
the  Committee  were  in  the  same  predicament ; 
he  would  therefore  withdraw  his  motion  for  strik- 
ing out,  under  a  pursuasidn  that  no  sudden  deci- 
sion would  take  place. 

Mr.  FiTZsiMONs  stated  several  reasons  why  the 
Committee  should  proceed  in  the  business ;  par- 
ticularly as  it  involves  an  economical  dispossu  of 
property  now  lying  useless,  and  a  provision  for 
the  suppoit  of  the  public  credit ;  no  increase  of 
tiie  publib  debt  is  contemplated,  said  he,  but  di- 
rectly the  reverse. 

Mr.  Clark  said  he  never,  while  he  had  a  seat 
in  the  House^  would  consent  to  a  foreign  loan, 
unless  the  exigencies  of  the  country  were  much 
greater  than  at  present.  He  had  rather  pay  seven 
and  a  half  per  cent,  to  our  own  citizens  than  five 
per  cent,  to  foreigners.  He  objected  to  the  indefi- 
niteness  of  the  section,  and  moved  to  amend  it  by 
adding  a  clause  whica  should  confine  the  Loan 
within  the  United  States. 


Mr.  FiTzsiMONS  suggested  to  Mr.  Clark  a  pro- 
viso, a^eeable  to  his  own  idea,  that  the  interest 
be  at  SIX  or  eight  per  cent. 

Mr.  Clark  replied  that  he  had  no  doubt  it 
might  be  had  at  six  per  cent.,  or  less. 

Mr.  Williamson  said  he  wished  the  gentleman 
would  point  out  how  he  would  contrive  to  pre- 
vent foreigners  from  being  our  creditors,  even  by 
confining  the  Loan  to  the  United  States.  At  an 
interest  of  six  per  cent  you  will  in  fact  five  a 
premium  of  above  two  hundred  thousand  aoUars 
per  annum,  which  might  be  saved  by  opening  a 
Loan  at  five  per  cent,  in  Europe.  Devise  what 
contrivance  you  please,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  it  must  be 
a  foreign  Loan. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  observed  that  the  motion  of  his 
colleague  amounted  to  the  same  thinff  in  the  re- 
sult as  the  motion  for  striking  out  the  section. 
The  Loan  is  now  at  six  per  cent. :  to  say  that  a 
new  Loan  shall  be  made  at  six  per  cent,  to  pay  it 
ofi*.  is  losing  all  the  advantages  proposed  by  the 
bill.    He  was  therefore  against  the  motion. 

Mr.  Giles  moved  that  the  Committee  should 
rise  and  report  progress.  He  observed  that  very 
material  information  was  wanted,  in  his  opinion, 
to  enable  the  Committee  to  proceed  understand- 
infly  in  the  matter. 

Tne  motion  for  the  Committee's  rising  was  put 
and  nesatived. 

Mr.  Clark's  motion  to  amend  the  section,  by 
adding  the  word  "within"  before  "United  States," 
was  also  negatived. 

The  Committee  proceeded  through  the  discus- 
sion of  the  remaininpf  sections. 

Mr.  Madison  ofiered  several  observations  to 
show  the  propriety  of  postponing  the  bill  for  a 
few  days,  m  order  to  the  members  having  time  to 
revolve  in  their  minds  several  propositions  which 
have  been  suggested  in  relation  to  this  subject — 
whether  by  an  appropriation  of  the  sum,  which  it 
is  said  now  lies  dormant  in  the  Treasury,  whether 
by  a  sale  of  the  shares  in  the  Bank,  or  by  a  Loan, 
to  provide  for  the  object. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONS  stated  some  objections  to  what 
fell  from  the  gentleman  last  speaking.  The  genr 
tleman's  idea  goes  to  an  immediate  interference 
with  an  appropriation  already  made,  and  leaves 
to  a  contingency  a  provision  to  supply  its  place. 

Mr.  Madison  replied  to  Mr.  Fitzsimons.  He 
thought  the  gentleman  ofiered  as  good  a  reason  as 
he  could  have  su|B;gested  in  favor  of  applying  the 
money  in  the  Treasury  to  the  object  now  in 
question. 

Mr.  Giles  urged  postponement.  He  remarked 
that  the  zeal  shown  by  some  gentlemen  to  pre- 
cipitate the  matter  to  a  decision,  amounted  to  an 
exercise  of  deliberation  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  stated  several  reasons  which 
rendered  it  absolutely  necessary  that  no  delay 
should  take  place. 

A  motion  being  made  that  the  Committee 
should  rise  and  report  the  bill,  the  same  being  put, 
was  agreed  to. 

The  Committee  rose  accordingly,  and  reported 
the  bill,  with  one  amendment;  which  was,  to 
strike  out  the  word  "fifteen,"  in  the  first  section, 
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referring  to  the  time  for  which  the  Loan  should 
be  made.  This  amendment  was  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  and  the  bill  laid  on  the  table  by  general 
consent. 


Wbdnbsday,  December  26. 

Mr.  Benson,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  provide  for  the  allowance  of  inte- 
rest on  the  sum  ordered  to  be  paid  by  the  resolve 
of  Congress  of  the  28th  of  September,  1785,  as  an 
indemnity  to  the  persons  therein  named ;  which 
was  read  the  first  time. 

REIMBUKSEMENT  OF  LOAN. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  reimbursement  of  a  Loan  made  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  lay  on  the 
table.    Whereupon, 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  amend  the 
said  bill  by  striking  out  the  first  section,  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

«  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
tentatives  of  the  Vmted  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembledy  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause  to  be  borrowed,  on 
Mialf  of  the  United  States,  a  sum  not  exceeding  two 
millions  of  dollars,  at  an  interest  not  exceeding  five  per 
oentom  per  annum,  to  be  applied  to  the  reimbursement 
of  a  loan  made  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  eleventh  section .  of  the  act  entitled  *  An 
act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States:'  Provided^  That  no  engagement  orcon- 
iract  shall  be  entered  into  which  diall  preclude  the 
United  States  from  reimbursing  any  sum  or  sums  bor- 
rowed within  ' — ^  years  aft^  the  same  shall  be  lent 
or  advanced." 

Mr.  Steele  declared  himself  in  favor  of  the  in- 
tention of  the  bill.  He  wished  the  honor  of  the 
country  to  be  preserved,  and  its  debts  duly  dis- 
charged, as  much  as  any  man ;  but  he  could  not 
api^ove  of  the  repeated  practice  of  making  new 
loans.  The  facility  of  borrowing  money  is  mostly 
attended  with  dangerous  consequences,  both  to 
individuals  and  to  States.  For  his  part,  notwith- 
atomding  the  unpopular  appearance  of  direct  tax- 
ation, he  would  prefer  it  to  the  system  of  loans. 
He  was  anxious  to  hear  the  opinions  of  other  g[en- 
tlemen,  and  vnshed  the  subject  might  be  fairly 
discussed,  in  order  to  afford  an  opportunity  for 
which,  he  had  moved  that  the  first  section  of  the 
bill  be  struck  out,  so  that,  if  this  motion  should 
prevail,  some  other  plan  than  borrowing  might  be 
substituted. 

Mr.  Giles  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  MAntsoN  was  desirous  to  hear  the  reasons 
that  could  be  given  by  the  friends  of  the  bill  for 
requirinji^  so  much  greater  a  loan  than  the  sum  de- 
mandabfe  by  the  E^nk.  He  observed,  that  there 
was  a  large  balance  of  money  lying  in  the  Trea- 
sury unappropriated,  at  least,  to  his  knowledge. 
if,  however,  tnis  balance  was  appropriated  by  the 
Executive,  he  wished  to  know  it.  He  did  not 
suppose  but  that  if  it  was,  it  must  have  been  done 
with  propriety ;  and  he  would  be  one  of  the  last 
men  m  the  House  to  injure  any  existing  appro- 
priation. 


Mr.  Sedgwick,  who  was  of  the  committee  tliat 
reported  the  bill,  rose  to  reply  to  Mr.  Manisoifv 
He  said,  that  the  subject  involved  a  decree  of  de* 
licaey  at  present  which  perhaps  it  would  be  better 
not  to  express.  It  is  known  tnat  money  has  been 
borrowed  for  certain  purposes  which  has  not  yet 
been  applied ;  but  this  money,  he  thou^t,  ought 
not  to  be  diverted  to  oth^  purposes,  without  pro- 
viding a  substitute  to  ref^ce  the  sum  which  might 
be  diverted,  and  such  provision  ought  to  be  made 
before  the  time  when  it  would  be  wanted  to  an- 
swer the  original  appropriation*  In  reply  to  Mr. 
Steele,  he  said,  this  new  loan  was  not  intended 
to  increase  the  debt  of  the  United  States,  but  to 
decrease  it  by  payin^^  a  debt  bearing  an  interest  of 
six  per  cent  with  a  loan  at  five. 

Mr.  Madison  said,  that  either  the  public  m<mey 
lying  dormant  in  the  Treasury  is  or  is  not  appro* 
priated.  If  it  is  appropriated  for  carrying  on  the 
Indian  war,  he  was  of  opinion  it  could  not  be 
touched  by  a  diversion  in  favor  of  the  Bank,  upon 
the  uncertainty  of  having  it  replaced  hf  a  fresh 
loan  to  answer  the  original  specific  apprc^riatioa* 
Perhaps  (said  Mr.  M.)  I  am  ignorant  of  my  situa- 
tion ;  if  so,  I  hope  gentlemen  will  relieve  me  by 
explaining  candidly  the  real  state  of  the  matter. 

Mr.  Baldwin  had  recourse  to  the  two  acts  for 
empowering  the  President  to  borrow  twelve  mil- 
lions of  dolkrs,  and  aftervrards  two  millions.  The 
former  was  to  answer  an  exbting  demand  against 
the  United  States ;  the  latter  was  made  at  the 
Bank  for  another  purpose,  and  all  that  is  demand- 
able  is  the  first  instalment  and  interest  which  he 
was  willing  to  have  discharged,  but  he  was  op- 
posed to  replacing  it  by  a  new  foreign  loan.  He 
remarked,  that  the  Umted  States  had  been  regu- 
lar in  paving  oE  their  interest  and  ins^ments — 
and  or  tne  foreign  debt  there  is  only  a  part  de- 
mandable*-but  the  disposition  of  the  whole  is  di»- 
liked ;  and  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  United  States 
to  alter  it,  by  making  provision  for  the  whole 
amount,  if  they  please  to  do  so.  The  President  is 
authorized  to  do  this,  provided  he  can  do  it  on  ad* 
vantageous  terms.  The  creditors  were  not  con- 
sulted when  this  law  was  made,  and  the  United 
States  will  be  guilty  of  no  breach  of  fiuth  pK>- 
vided  they  pay  their  interest  and  instalments  as 
they  fall  due. 

Mr.  Gerry  went  over  the  laws  respecting  the 
former  loans,  and  the  law  for  redeeming  the  pub* 
lie  debt,  also  the  act  for  making  the  loan  at  the 
Bank.  From  all  which,  he  ar^^d  that  the  ques- 
tion was  simply  reduced  to  this :  Whether  the 
President  shall  be  empowered  to  take  up  a  loan  »t 
five  to  pay  a  sum  borrowed  at  six  per*  cent,  inte- 
rest, and  provisionally  to  make  use  of  the  money 
obtained  Dy  loan  which  is  at  present  lying  inactive  1 
And  if  this  be  not  agreed  to,  the  United  States 
must  go  on  paying  to  the  Bank  annually,  for  ten 
years,  two  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  anu,  at  the 
end  of  that  time,  fiAv-five  thousand  doUars  more 
will  have  been  paid  there,  if  the  President  was 
now  authorized  to  borrow  at  five  per  cent.  The 
question,  therefore,  was,  is  this  sum  worth  savinj^l 
For  his  part,  he  was  against  paying  a  higher  m* 
terest  any  where  than  five  per  cent ;  and,  with  i^ 
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gard  to  foreigners^  if  it  was  alleged  that  our  stocks 
would  be  kept  from  getting  out  of  the  hands  of 
our  own  citizens  as  much  as  possible,  he  thought 
this  a  vain  expectation^  for  it  is  impossible  to  pre- 
vent it,  so  long  as  foreigners  find  it  their  interest 
to  purchase. 

An  idea  had  been  started  of  selling  out  part  of 

.  the  stock  owned  b)[  the  United  States,  as  this 

would  lower  the  price  by  throwing  too  great  a 

quantity  into  market.    He  should  prefer  l^epiitf^ 

it  until  the  present  disorders  in  £Uirope  Mihsided. 

Mr*  WiLLtAMBON  did  not  approve  of  the  motion, 
because  he  wsts  opposed  to  the  idea  of  selling  the 
Bulk  stock  belonging  to  the  United  States.  He 
rather  wished  that  they  held  twice  as  much  pro- 
perty in  that  institution.  But,  if  the  stock  was 
sold,  it  would  pass  into  foreign  hands,  and  the 
country  would  be  drained  of  the  specie,  ft  would, 
therefore,  be  better  to  keep  it  in  circulation  in  the 
country.  It  is  the  only  thins  that  can  be  called 
secure.  Indeed,  he  doubted  whether  that  property 
could  be  honestly  parted  with,  considering  that  the 
law  incorporating  the  Bank  specifically  provides 
for  the  retaining  two  millions  of  dollers  stocL 
The  other  eight  millions  has  been  subscribed  for, 
perhaps  the  greatest  part  of  it  by  foreigners  or 
other  agents,  and  now,  if  the  motion  under  con- 
sideration prevails,  we  shall  throw  away  out  of 
our  hands  the  remaining  two  millions.  It  certain- 
ly cave  a  security  and  solidity  to  the  ins^titution, 
and  was  an  encouragement  to  many  subscribers, 
the  idea  that  the  United  States  held  a  considera- 
ble share  of  the  stock ;  but  now,  to  dispose  of  that 
stock  would  be  putting  them  in  a  worse  situation 
than  they  originally  were.  It  would  have  an  e0ect 
something  like  an  ex  ^poat  facto  law. 

Mr.  Maoison  expressed  some  surprise  at  the 
arguments  of  the  gentleman  last  up^  because  they 
were  absolutely  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  gen- 
tleman's opinion,  and  the  opinion  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  the  Reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury on  all  former  occasions ;  for  it  has  hitherto 
been  held  up  as  a  valuable  and  secure  resource  in 
case  of  emerffency  to  have  that  stock  to  dispose  of, 
and  why  shall  it  not  be  of  the  same  quality  with 
the  stock  of  any  other  subscriber — transferable  ? 

It  is  the  first  time  (said  Mr.  M.)  I  ever  heard 
the  thing  denied,  that  the  United  States  should 
dispose  of  their  stock  whenever  it  became  the  in- 
terest of  the  country  to  do  it,  with  equal  facility 
as  other  stockholders  do.  I  believe,  however,  the 
gentleman  [Mr.  Williamson]  may  have  oeen 
right  in  his  mtentions^  but  he  is  certainly  wrong 
in  the  application  of  his  arguments.  Mr.  M.  again 
expressed  a  desire  that  some  candid  explanation 
might  be  oiven  respecting  the  appropriation  of 
the  money  lying  dormant  ux  the  Treasury,  whe- 
ther it  was  demanded  abroad  by  the  coimtrv  to 
which  it  was  due,  and  for  which  it  had  been  bor- 
rowed. There  was  not  any  necessity  for  hurry- 
ing a  decbion  on  one  part  of  the  question— respect- 
ing the  propriety  of  borrowing  at  five  per  cent,  to 
pay  off  a  debt  at  six,  that  could  be  deliberated  upon 
without  precipitation.  The  other  (Murt  of  the  ques- 
tion involved  a  very  different  subject,  that  of  di- 
verting a  sum  already  appropriated  for  a  particu- 


lar purpose,  and  applying  it  to  another  purpose, 
they  paying  the  Bank  instalment,  d&c.,  and  this  on 
no  better  foundation  than  the  uncertainty  of  a  new 
loan  to  leplace  the  original  appropriation.  He  de- 
clared, that  he  could  not  see  now  gentlemen  would 
be  able  to  answer  to  their  constituents  for  such 
conduct,  especially  if  it  was  originally  intended 
to  satisfy  the  debt  or  instalments  due  to  France — 
a  debt  of  justice  and  of  gratitude.  If  it  was  in- 
tended to  par  a  debt  to  support  a  glorious  cause, 
the  cause  of  liberty,  he  wished  it  could  be  sent 
there,  if  possible,  on  the  wings  of  the  wind !  U 
may  be  aigued  that  the  whole  of  this  debt  is  not 
yet  demandable;  yet,  as  an  appropriation  has  beea 
made  to  pay  it,  it  is  presumable  that  it  would  be 
particularly  acceptable,  from  the  situation  of 
France  at  this  time.  He  concluded  by  declaring 
his  dissent  from  any  diversion  of  the  approfHria- 
tion,  unless  i\irther  ught  could  be  thrown  on  the 
subject  than  had  yet  appeared. 

Mr.  WiLUAHSON  rose  to  explain;.  In  regard  u> 
the  notice  which  Mr.  Madison  had  taken  of  hia 
arguments,  He  proved  that  the  last-named  gentle- 
man had  misunderstood  him,  and  that  he  was 
equally  anxious  with  him,  both  as  to  the  honor  of 
this  country  and  the  propriety  of  its  measures. 

Mr.  HiLLHoues  v^as  against  the  motion,  and  in 
favor  of  making  the  new  loan.  He  said  nothing 
as  to  the  diversion  of  the  money  appropriated  to 
pay  a  part  of  our  engagements  to  France,  only  that 
It  was  nis  opinion  there  had  been  no  demand  made 
on  the  part  of  that  country. 

Mr.  MuBRAY  expressed  opinions  very  nearly 
sioular  to  those  of  Mr.  Baldwin.  He  paxticuUrly 
noticed  that  the  President  was  allowed  a  discre- 
tionary power  to  extend  the  loans,  or  not,  as  he 
should  judge  the  interests  of  the  country  concern- 
ed. He  took  a  general  view  of  the  arfiniments  ad- 
vanced by  Mr.  Madison  and  Mr.  Williamson, 
and  noticed  the  honorable  course  of  France. 

Mr.  Madison  rose  a^in  to  explain  in  regard  to 
the  misconception  of  his  arguments  by  Mr.  Wii^ 
LiAMsoN.  He  was  willing  to  admit  ot  any  reason 
for  a  diversion  of  the  appropriation  of  the  form^er 
loan  intended  to  pay  part  of  our  debt  to  France, 
except  one.  He  would  admit  of  any  reason  from 
the  Executive  but  one,  and  that  was,  what  he  had 
heard  allec^  not  in  but  out  of  Congress:  "  That 
there  would  ever  exist  a  possibility  of  paying  the 
debt  over  again."  This  reason  ne  could  never 
admit ;  because,  although  it  might  be  vainly  pre- 
sumed that  the  present  Grovernment  of  France 
had  not  yet  arrived  at  a  proper  stage  of  maturity, 
yet  it  must  be  evident  to  all  the  rational  part  of 
mankind  that  it  was  sufficiently  established  to  in- 
sure it  against  all  possibility  or  a  retrograde  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  Giles  had  seconded  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Steele  on  this  ground,  that,  although  a  sum  of 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars  was  wanted  on  the 
first  of  January,  to  pay  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  yet,  it  did  not  follow  from  thence  that  two 
millions  must  be  borrowed.  He  remarked,  that 
no  member  had  yet  offered  any  explanation,  on 
behalf  of  the  Executive,  how  the  money  lyinjg; 
dormant  was  disposed  of,  or  intended  to  be.    He 
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could  not  see  any  great  advantage  in  borrowing 
a  new  loan,  although  at  five  per  cent.,  when  it 
must  be  considered  that  an  agency  or  douceur  has 
always  been  paid  of  from  four  to  five  per  cent., 
over  and  above  the  interest.  This  premium  en- 
tirely destroys  the  arguments  of  gain  to  the  Unit- 
ed States ;  for  we  shall  lose  sixty  thousand  dollars 
by  it,  and,  until  the  term  of  fifteen  years  shall 
have  arrived,  we  will  not  make  a  beginning  of 
savings,  according  to  the  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  on  this  very  subject.  After  some 
farther  remarks,  Mr.  Giles  moved  that  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  lay  before 
the  House  a  statement  of  the  loans  and  the  appli- 
cations thereof.  -  .  -  ex. 
Mr.  FiNDLEY  expressed  himself  m  favor  of  the 

motion.  . 

Mr.  Steele  particularly  observed,  that,  m  the 
course  of  the  debate,  a  glimmering  of  liffht  had 
been  opened  on  the  subject  of  loans,  which  he 
hoped  might  lead  to  a  complete  investigation. 
Loans  had  originated  in  an  intention  of  saving 
money  to  the  public ;  but  it  was  now  become  the 
duty  of  Congress  to  see  how  much  new  debt  had 
been  created,  and  what  proportion  it  bore  to  the 
amount  extinguished.  For  his  part,  he  would 
rather  a  paltry  sum  of  sixteen  tnousand  dollars 
were  lost  to  the  United  States  than  that  the  House 
should  go  on  voting  in  the  dark. 

Mr.  Yen  able  said,  that,  considering  the  dou- 
ceurs and  premiums  which  had  been  paid  for  fo- 
reign loans  at  a  low  interest,  we  were  now  in  a 
worse  situation  than  before  those  loans  had  been 
contracted  for,  because  they  had  increased  the 
capital  of  our  public  debt  eighty  thousand  dollars, 
and  it  will  reauire  a  term  of  four  years  to  bring 
about  an  equality  in  the  interest,  and  to  reduce  it 
to  an  average  of  five  per  cent. 

In  reply  to  this,  Mr.  Fitzsimons  took  occasion 
to  correct  a  mistake  which  the  last  mentioned 
member  had  committed.  The  premiums  and  dou- 
ceurs paid  on  different  loans,  he  said,  had  not 
averaged  more  than  from  four  to  fouj  apd  a  half 
and  five  per  cent,  on  the  whole  capital ;  and  he 
called  upon  the  House  to  witness  whether  there 
was  not  a  very  material  difference  between  the 
capital  at  five  per  cent,  and  one  at  six  per  cent. 
It  must  be  evident  there  is  so  great  a  difference 
in  the  capital  that  the  five  per  cent,  reduces  every 
£100  at  six  per  cent,  to  £83  6s.  8d.,  besides  the 
continual  and  multinlied  decrease  produced  on  the 
reduced  interest  itself. 

Mr.  Venable  said,  the  gentleman^s  arguments 
would  only  hold  good  upon  a  supposition  that  the 
capital  was  never  to  be  paid ;  but  it  must  be  grant- 
ed that  the  United  States  have  retained  the  power 
of  paying  it  off*  at  any  time,  and  in  this  case  the 
arguments  in  favor  of  new  loans  accompanied 
with  premium  falls  to  the  ground. 

Mr.  Gerry  and  Mr.  Boddinot  insisted  that  the 
loan  contemplated  would  produce  the  great  saving 
to  the  United  States  of  $160,000  in  fifteen  years. 
Mr.  Tucker  was  against  striking  out  the  whole 
of  the  first  section,  unless  a  substitute  was  adopted 
to  pay  off"  the  instalment  to  the  Bank  of  $200,000, 
but  he  observed,  that,  as  there  was  a  dividend  due 


from  the  Bank  upon  the  stock  owned  by  the  Unit- 
ed States  of  $60,000,  it  would  therefore  be  neces- 
sary to  provide  for  no  more  than  the  sum  of 
$140,000. 

The  question  being  called  for,  was  put,  upon 
striking  out  the  whole  of  the  first  section,  and 
passed  in  the  negative — yeas  18,  nays  35,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YsA8. — ^John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Wil- 
liam Findley,  William  B.  Giles,  Christopher  Greenup, 
William  Barry  Grove,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  James  Madi- 
son, Andrew  Moore,  Josiah  Parker,  Cornelius  C. 
Schoonmaker,  Peter  Sylvester,  Israel  Smith,  John 
Steele,  Jonathan  Sturgee,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Thomas 
Tr^well,  and  Abraham  Venable. 

Nats. — Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Elias  Boudinot,  Shearjashub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  £1- 
bridge  Gerry,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue, 
James  Gordon,  Andrew  Ghregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  Thomas 
Hartley,  James  Hillhouse,  Daniel  tiuger,  Israel  Jacobs, 
Phihp  Key,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Amasa 
Learned,  George  Leonard,  Samuel  Livermore,  John 
MiUedge,  William  Vans  Murray,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Theo- 
dore Sedgwick,  William  Smith,  George  Thatcher,  Tho- 
mas Tudor  Tucker,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Alexander 
White,  Hugh  WiUiamson,  and  Francis  WiUis. 

Another  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  ques- 
tion put,  to  amend  the  said  bill  by  striking  out,  in 
the  said  first  section,  the  words  ",two  miflions  of 
dollars,"  and  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  words 
"  two  hundred  thousand  dollars." 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  demanded  by  one-fifth, 
ot  the  members  present,  there  appeared — yeas  27, 
nays  26. 

Whereupon,  the  Speaker  declared  himself  with 
the  nays. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are — 

John  BM)tist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  William 
Findley,  William  B.  Giles,  Christopher  Greenup, 
Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Barry  Grove, 
Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kitchell,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  James 
Madison,  John  Milledge,  Andrew  Moore,  Nathaniel 
Niles,  Josiah  Parker,  Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker,  Israel 
Smith,  John  Steele,  Jonathan  Sturges,  Thomas  Sumpter, 
Thomas  Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Abraham 
Venable,  Alexander  White,  Hugh  Williamson,  and 
Francis  Willis. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are — 

Jonathan  Trumbull,  SpecJeer,  Fisher  Ames,  Robert 
Barnwell,  Egbert  Benson,  Elias  Boudinot,  Shear- 
jashub Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Jonathan  Day- 
ton, Thomas  Fitzsimons,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Nicholas  Gfl- 
man,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  Thomas  Hart- 
ley, James  Hillhouse,  Daniel  Huger,  Israel  Jacobs,  John 
Wilkes  Kittera,  Amasa  Learned,  (George  Leonard,  Sa- 
muel Livermore,  William  Vans  Murray,  Theodore  Sedg^ 
wick,  Peter  Sylvester,  William  Smith,  George  Thatcher, 
and  Jeremiah  Wadsworth. 

And  so  the  said  question  was  lost. 

Another  motion  was  then  made  and  seconded, 
to  amend  the  said  bill  by  striking  out,  in  the  said 
first  section,  the  words  "  not  exceeding  "  and  in- 
serting, in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "  whicn.  includ- 
ing the  expense,  shall  not  exceed ;"  and  tne  ques- 
tion being  put  thereupon,  it  was  resolved  in  the- 
affirmatiye. 
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Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
said  bill  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  December  27. 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  allowance  of  interest 
on  the  sum  ordered  to  be  paid  by  the  resolve  of 
Congress  of  the  28th  of  September,  1785,  as  an 
indemnity  to  the  persons  therein  named,  was  read 
the  second  time^  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to 
a  Committee  or  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

lU&olved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  this  House  to  be  fur- 
nished with  a  particular  account  of  the  several 
sums  borrowed  under  his  authority  by  the  United 
States ;  the  terms  on  which  each  loan  has  been 
obtained ;  the  applications  to  which  any  of  the 
moneys  have  been  made^  agreeably^  to  appropria- 
tions ;  and  the  balances,  if  any,  which  remain  un- 
applied. In  this  statement  it  is  re(}uested  that  it 
may  be  specified  at  what  times  mterest  com- 
menced on  the  several  sums  obtained,  and  at 
what  times  it  was  stopped  by  the  several  pay- 
ments made. 

Ordered,  Th&i  the  said  resolution  be  transmit- 
ted to  the  JPresidbnt  op  the  United  States  by 
the  Speaker. 

A  petition  of  William  Ellery,  Collector  of  the 
Distnct  of  Newport,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island 
and  Providence  Plantations,  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  that  the  compensation 
allowed  him  by  law  may  be  increased,  and  ren- 
dered more  adequate  to  his  services. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  instruction  to 
examine  the  same,  and  report  his  opinion  there- 
upon to  the  House. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the  House 
do  now  proceed  to  the  further  consideration  of  the 
IhU  providing  for  the  reimbursement  of  a  Loan 
made  of  the  fiank  of  the  United  States,  it  passed 
in  the  negative. 

Mr.  White,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill  to  regulate  trade  and  inter- 
course with  the  Indian  tribes,  reported  an  amend- 
atory bill ;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
said  Committee ;  and  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Conmiittee 
had  had  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and 
made  several  amendments  thereto ;  which  were 
read,  and  partly  considered. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
said  amendments  be  put  off  until  to-morrow. 

The  House  a^ain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  ascer- 
tain the  fees  demandable  on  Admiralty  proceedings 
in  the  District  Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
amend,  in  part,  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  the 
government  and  regulation  of  seamen  in  the  mer- 
chants' service ;"  and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee 
had  again  had  the  said  bill  under  consideration, 
and  made  several  amendments  tjiereto. 


Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  a  state- 
ment of  the  present  organization  of  the  troops ; 
also,  Returns  of  the  commissioned  officers,  non- 
commissioned  officers,  and  privates,  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States ;  which  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 


Friday,  December  28. 

A  memorial  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
late  New  Hampshire  line  of  the  Continental  Army 
was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that 
the  depreciation  which  accrued  on  the  certificates 
of  Debt  granted  them  in  reward  for  their  military 
services  during  the  late  war  may  be  made  good  to 
them,  or  such  other  relief  afforded  them  as  the 
present  circumstances  of  the  United  States  will 
admit ;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  yesterday  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  to  the  bill  to  ascertain  the  fees  de- 
mandable on  Admiralty  proceedings  in  the  District 
Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  to  amend,  in  part, 
the  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  government  ana 
regulation  of  seamen  in  the  merchants'  service ;" 
and  the  ^d  amendments  beinff  severally  twice 
read,  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed 
to  by  the  House.  And  then,  the  said  bill,  beinff 
further  amended,  was,  together  with  the  amend- 
ments, ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
time  on  Monday  next. 

REDUCTION  OF  THE  ARMY. 

Mr.  Steele  called  up  his  resolution  laid  on  the 
table  some  days  ago,  as  follows : 

**  Resoved,  That  a  committee  be  appoiiited  to  prepare 
and  bring  in  a  bill  to  reduce  the  military  establishment 

of  the  United  States  to  regiments  or  corps, 

consisting  each  of non-commissioned  officers, 

privates  and  musicans,  with  such  proportion  of  commis- 
sioned officers  as  the  Peibidxitt  may  think  proper  to 
continue  in  service ;  and  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  act, 
passed  the  fifth  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-two,  entitled  'An  act  for  making  &rther 
and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of  the 
firontiers  of  the  United  States,'  as  may  contravene  this 
intention.' " 

Mr.  Steele,  in  proposing  the  above  resolution, 
said,  the  situation  of  the  frontiers,  and  the  in- 
efficiency of  the  measures  adopted,  through  the 
medium  of  the  War  Department,  to  relieve 
them;  the  extreme  burdens  which  those  mea- 
sures were  heaping  on  the  people,  and  the  pro- 
bability of  their  continuance,  afforded  ample 
scope  Tor  inquiry,  and  to  sit  silent  on  such  an  oc- 
casion, he  thougnt,  would  be  to  partake  of  and 
support  the  errors  from  which  those  misfortiines 
may  have  arisen.  The  citizens  of  the  United 
States^  Jie  said,  were  of  a  peaceable  and  patient 
disposition,  and  they  have  with  cheerfulness  ac- 

Smesced  in  the  measures  of  the  National  Legis- 
iture ;  but  they  were  not  become  so  tame  as  to 
submit  to  immense  and  fruitless  expenses,  and  the 
disgrace  of  their  military  character  to  answer  any 
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▼ain  projects  of  folly  and  ambition,  withont  a 

Srospect  of  guaranteeinf  a  peace.  Is  it  not  evi- 
ent,  said  he,  that  plans  nave  Deen  perseyered  in 
without  regard  to  common  sense,  by  an  unneces- 
sary increase  of  our  Army,  until  the  indignation 
of  the  whole  Continent  has  been  roused  up  against 
it? 

To  elucidate  this  position,  Mr.  S.  recited  the 
expenses,  charges,  ana  increase  of  the  War  De- 
partment from  its  first  establishment  under  the 
present  Gk>yemment,  to  its  present  enormous  de- 
mands, which,  for  the  year  1793,  are  no  less, 
agreeamv  to  the  estimate  furnished  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  than  $1,171,719.  More  than 
double  the  sum  necessary  for  the  support  of  all 
the  other  branches  of  the  National  Gtorernment. 
The  better  to  illustrate  this  subject  of  the  Indian 
war,  he  entered  into  comparative  statements  of 
the  years  1790,  >91,  '92^  and  '93.  And^  animad- 
verting on  the  different  items  of  calculation,  he  as- 
serted, in  stronff  terms,  that  they  exceeded  every 
thing  that  the  history  of  the  Indian  wars  afforded 
for  twenty  years  back ;  he  wished  any  gentleman 
to  enter  into  an  investigation  and  comparison  of 
the  alarming  increase  of  the  expenses  of  the  De- 
partment, and  to  take  a  retrospect  of  the  subject 
for  twenty  years  back ;  and  he  was  certain  neither 
the  Secretary  of  War  nor  any  other  person  could 
account  rationally  for  the  occasion  of  such  an  es- 
tablishment. There  was  no  precedent  to  be  found 
in  any  of  the  States,  not  one  of  them  have  a  War 
Departma^;  neither  was  it  contempkited  in  the 
Constitutioa  of  the  United  States.  Yet  it  has,  in 
the  short  space  of  three  or  four  years,  been  impos- 
ing on  the  eooAtry  burdens  which  the  people  have 
at  length  expressed  their  abhorrence  of;  it  has 
been  increased  $137,000  in  1789,  to  the  extrava- 
gant demand  now  required,  of  $1,171,719  and 
150,000  contingencies  for  the  support  of  1793. 
This  is  so  alarming  an  increase,  that  it  calls  loud- 
ly for  reformation,  or  the  entire  abolition  of  the 
Department,  and  that  another  system  shaU  be 
adopted  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers.  Armies 
of  regulars  will  never  afford  protection ;  they  have 
never  answered  any  good  purpose  against  toe  In- 
dians from  the  time  of  Braddock's  defeat  down  to 
that  of  Major  Geneial  St.  Clair,  although  this 
kst  meationed  unfortunate  expedition  cost  the 
United  States  an  immense  sum  of  money,  and  the 
lives  of  a  fi^reat  number  of  valuable  officers  and 
citizens.  History  and  the  experience  of  a^es  have 
proved  this  fact,  that  unwieMy  armies  wiU  never 
be  able  to  fight  the  savages  in  the  wilderness  j  in- 
deed, the  Secretary  of  War  confesses  the  fact  in 
one  of  his  reports,  which  Mr.  S.  read,  wherein  the 
Secretary  accounts  for  the  ill  success  of  the  plans, 
by  observing,  "  that  it  was  owin^  to  the  extreme 
activity  of  the  enemy  and  our  ignorance  of  the 
wilderness  through  which  our  troops  had  to 
march."  But  the  Secretary  might  hmve  also  add- 
ed, our  entire  ignorance  of  the  mode  of  carrying 
on  the  war. 

Here  Mr.  S.  took  occasion  to  observe,  that  this 
alarmingly  expensive  and  useless  Department  had 
crept  upon  the  country  entirely  from  our  fond- 
ness for  taking  up  money  on  loans;  for  had  it  not  | 


been  that  the  money  was  thus  obtained  with  a 
sort  of  facility  that  was  not  directly  felt  by  the 
people,  they  never  would  have  consented  to  be  di- 
rectly taxed  to  support  the  parade  of  so  unneces- 
sary an  establishment.  This  is  my  reason  for 
being  an  enemy  to  loans ;  they  deceive  the  citi- 
zens, and  lull  tnem  for  a  time,  in  order  to  levy 
double  contributions  afterwards. 

But  it  may  be  demanded,  how  are  the  frontiera 
to  be  protected,  if  the  Army  was  disbanded  ?  Ul 
rejJy  to  this,  Mr.  S.  said  he  wished  that  the  former 
two  regiments  mi^ht  be  retained  to  garrisoa  the 
forts,  and  that  a  militia  near  the  scene  of  action 
should  be  raisec^  who  would  be  Me  to  make  five 
expeditions  against  the  savages  in  a  year,  if  neceo* 
sary,  instead  of  one  solitary  fruitless  attempt, 
which,  upon  an  average,  is  as  much  as  a  r^j^ulat 
army  can  do;  and  sometimes  not  so  much,  lor  it 
does  not  appear  that  any  expedition  took  place 
during  the  last  twelve  montns:  moreover,  it  is 
not  so  easy  for  the  Indians  to  diseoyer  the  plans 
and  approaches  of  militia,  as  they  do  the  slow 
motions  of  an  unwieldy  army,  ara«sing  their 
heavy  artillery  through  the  woods.  Tne  fact  is, 
that  the  Indians  have  the  best  intelligeoce,  and 
know  every  motion  of  the  Army,  and  they  can 
even  calculate  the  time  and  place  to  meet  them, 
and  the  numbers  of  their  tribes  that  will  be  ne- 
cessary to  receive  such  a  force ;  they  will  always 
be  prepared  when  a  regular  army  are  to  march 
ai^mst  them.  But  if  the  business  be  lei^  to  a  mi- 
litia of  the  frontier  inhi^tants,  who  know  the 
country,  and  have  their  property  at  stake,  it  would 
not  cost  the  Gk>verament  one-fourth  part  of  tlie 
expense  to  ffive  a  complete  protection,  and  to  re- 
pel all  the  depredations  of  the  savages,  if  that  be 
our  intention.  If  it  be  the  protection  and  happi- 
ness of  our  brethren  on  the  frontiers — if  we  ace 
serious  to  check  the  progress  of  expense^  the  mo^ 
tion  which  I  have  brought  forward  will  be  the  most 
effectual  means,  and  to  establish  a  proper  Milili* 
System.  On  this  motion^  therefore,  will  depead 
the  question,  whether  we  are  to  continue  a  trrnilr^ 
less  warfiure  in  the  present  mode  for  seven  or  ten 
years,  or  shall  we  adopt  a  better  system,  which, 
will  not  cost  one-fourth  of  the  expense,  and  which 
would  completely  check  the  Indians;  nay, it  would 
entirely  exterminate  them,  if  that  was  thought  to 
be  necessary. 

In  order  to  bring  the  matter  to  a  point,  Mr.  S» 
suggested,  that  it  would  be  proper  to  disband  all  the 
troops  except  the  two  former  regiments  of  two  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  men,  which 
would  be  more  than  sufficient  to  garrison  all  the 
fourteen  posts  on  the  frontier.  These,  with  a  mi- 
litia, under  poper  regulations,  and  the  officers  ap- 
pointed by  the  Prbsioent,  would  be  found  a  more 
certain  protection.  The  garrisons  are  at  Fayette^ 
Hamilton,  Steuben,  Knox/Tammany,  Tellair,  Har- 
mar,  Franklin.  Jefferson,  St  Clair,  Marietta,  Massa- 
chusetts, Mattnews,  and  Knoxville.  Most  of  these 
are  commanded  by  Captains,  except  two  that  are 
commanded  by  Majors :  now,  reducing  the  esta- 
blishment to  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  eigh- 
teen non-commissioned  and  privates,  and  average 
^hem  amongst  the  garrisons,  it  will  give  one  hna- 
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dred  und  fifty-two  men  for  each ;  the  sum  saved 
by  this  reduction  would  be  six  hundred  and  twen^ 
ty-four  thousand  six  hundred  and  seven  dollars — 
the  difference  between  the  appropriations  for  1792 
and  those  required  for  1793. 

With  regard  to  the  expense  that  would  be  in- 
curred from  militia  expeditions,  none  of  them 
would  cost  above  thirty  thousand  dollars;  and 
four  or  five  of  those,  it  made  in  a  year,  would 
have  ten  times  the  success  and  eflect  that  could 
be  expected  from  the  present  system.  Had  the 
Militia  plan  been  adopted,  we  should  not  at  this 
day  hear  such  murmurs  from  our  constituents, 
nor  would  the  people  be  saddled  with  heavy  taxes 
wad  imposts ;  Init,  on  the  contrary,  the  money  that 
has  been  actually  wasted  would  nave  sunk  a  con- 
siderable part  of  our  National  Debt.  But  by  the 
83rstem  of  warfare  lately  adopted  of  dragging 
heavy  cannon  and  camps  into  a  wilderness,  of 
whicn  we  have  confessed  our  ignorance,  if  it  be 
allowed  any  longer,  our  Treasury  will  be  exhaust- 
ed, and  the  public  revenues  which  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  reported  as  affording  a  prospect 
of  income  beyond  the  permanent  wants  of  Qo- 
vemment,  will  not  all  together,  be  sufficient  for  our 
War  Establishment ;  we  must  fly  to  loans,  and  pur- 
sue a  system  of  ruin  and  distress  to  the  country. 
Und^  these  impressions,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  have  in- 
troduced the  proposition  now  before  the  House ; 
and  I  entreat  gentleman  to  think  seriously  of  it 
Ibr  thereon,  in  a  high  degree,  will  dbpend  the  real 
protection  of  our  frontier,  the  safety  of  our  garri- 
sons^ and  the  ultimate  ease,  happiness,  and  tran- 
qfuihty  of  the  Continent. 

Mr.  HAaTLBT^  although  he  did  not  wi^  to  ad- 
vocate the  contmuance  of  a  Standing  Army,  yet 
he  was  averse  to  disbanding  the  troops  at  present, 
while  it  is  known  that  a  negotiation  for  a  peace  is 
going  forward,  and  may  not  perhaps  be  Drought 
to  a  decision  before  the  Spring.  It  is  a  well  known 
maxim  in  politics,  that  a  peace  can  always  be 
easiest  obtained  by  a  nation  which  is  prepared  for 
war.  He  noticed  the  great  prudence  and  economy 
of  the  Prbsibent  in  forming  the  Army  into  a  le- 
gion ;  and  he  differed  in  opinion  with  Mr.  Stbblb 
respecting  the  insufficiency  of  regular  troops.  No 
instance  could  be  quoted  where  regulars  had  en- 
gaged the  Indians  without  beating  them. 

Mr.  Parker  said  he  had  always  abhorred  the 
idea  of  keeping  up  Standing  Armies  in  this  coun- 
try ;  and  he  believed  he  could,  from  experience, 
Mnonstrate  that  it  was  an  unwise  measure  at  the 
commencement  of  the  present  Gkyvemment ;  for 
it  answered  no  better  piirpose  than  throwing  out 
a  hint  to  the  British  and  Spanish  Governments, 
on  our  Northern  and  Southern  frontiers,  to  in- 
crease their  forces,  and  even  to  administer  counte- 
nance and  support  to  the  Indians,  which  they 
never  would  have  thought  of  doings  but  for  our 
vain  attempt  at  military  parade.  He  mentioned 
a  letter  which  had  been  written  by  Lord  Dorches- 
ter to  the  Indians,  informing  them  ^  that  Prince 
Edward  had  arrived  with  a  number  of  chosen 
warriors  to  protect  them,"  meaning  against  the 
United  States. 

Thus,  said  Mr.  P.,  we  have  been  warring  with 


our  finances  for  the  last  three  years,  by  keeping 
up  an  Army  in  imitation  of  European  puma, 
which  are  formed  in  countries  altogether  unana* 
logons  to  America  in  every  possibk  view.  The 
consequences  have  been  unsuccessful,  and  pro- 
duced military  disjpraces,  by  sending  into  the  neld 
a  collection  of  beings,  collected  from  stews  and 
brothels  and  from  the  most  unprincipled  of  their 
species,  to  fight  against  Indians  well  supported  on 
both  sidesj  and  fighting,  as  they  do,  for  tneir  pro- 

E,  their  hunting  ground,  their  wives^  and  chil- 
instead  of  cauing  forth  the  militia,  the  n»- 
strength  of  the  country.  But  the  present 
plan  has  involved  us  in  such  difficulties  tnat  we 
are  not  now  able  to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
our  debts,  without  the  medium  of  knns ;  nay,  we 
are  now  called  on  for  a  small  sum  of  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  at  the  Bank,  which  would  have 
been  easily  paid  out  of  the  surplus  in  the  Trea^ 
sury,  w«re  it  not  that  dur  finances  have  been  ex- 
hausted by  those  ill-judged  expeditions  under  Oe- 
Ekeral  Harmer  and  Ues^ral  St.  Clair.  He  menr 
tioned  the  naked,  starved  appearance  of  the  men 
who  were  sent  out^— with  shoes  that  would  a«t 
last  three  days,  clothes  that  did  not  half  cover 
their  miserable  bodies  from  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather,  and  food  sometimes  not  fit  for  dogs.  He 
could  mention  the  particulars,  if  required,  of  some 
other  very  alxmiinaUe  abuses,  but  refrained  from 
it  at  present.  He  concludea  by  expressinff  the 
same  opinion  of  militia  that  Mr.  S.  had  done: 
and,  with  regard  to  the  starved  soldiery  who  had 
appeared  in  the  woods,  they  were  despised  so 
much  by  the  Indians,  that  they  call^  them  Coat- 
men,  and  shot  them  down  like  wild  turkeys* 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONS  was  apprehensive  that  it  would 
be  a  dangerous  experiment,  so  suddenly  to  alter 
the  system  of  defence  alr^y  adopted.  He  re* 
marked,  that  when  Mr.  Stbblb  hA  stated  the 
War  Depajrtment  to  have  cost  the  United  States 
three  millions  five  hundred  and  forty  thousand 
dollars,  he  had  committed  a  great  mistake,  for 
there  was  one  million  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
one  thousand  dollars  of  that  sum  not  yet  granted. 
[Mr.  Steelb  explained,  that  he  had  gone  by  the 
estimates  for  the  appropriations  proposed,  4bc«] 
Mr.  FiTzsiMONS  did  not  wish  to  advocate  a  Stimd* 
ing  Army;  and  if  any  better  mode  oi  defence  fov 
the  frontiers  could  be  digested,  he  would  be 
amongst  the  foremost  who  would  agree  to  it. 

Mr.  Whitb  could  not  entirely  approve  of  the 
motion  for  striking  out,  unless  a  proper  substitute 
for  defence  was  fairly  brouj^ht  forward. 

Mr.  WiLLiABiflON  said,  it  was  not  disbanding 
an  army  of  men,  but  the  disbanding  an  army  ot 
paper,  that  he  conceived  to  be  the  object  of  the 
motion,  and  it  should  have  his  support.  He  men- 
tioned an  afiair  between  ninety  militia  and  two 
hundred  and  forty  Indians,  wherein  the  militia 
received  them  much  better  than  any  of  the  regu- 
lars could  boast  of  having  doue ! 

Mr.  SMrrH.  of  South  Carolina,  reverted  to  a 
clause  in  the  law  which  empowers  the  President 
either  to  raise  those  three  additional  regiments,  or 
to  forbear  to  raise  them,  or  dischai^  them,  ^., 
provided  he  thought  it  consistent  with  the  safety 
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of  the  country.  From  this,  Mr.  S.  said  it  was  evi- 
dent there  was  a  sort  of  indelicacy  in  the  motion, 
as  it  implies  a  douht  that  the  President  might 
fail  in  this  instance,  or  vary  from  his  usual  line  of 
prudence. 

Mr.  Dayton  said,  he  would  vote  for  referring 
the  motion  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  although 
he  disapproved  of  it.  He  should  not  have  risen, 
had  he  not  heard  from  the  two  North  Carolina 
members  the  strangest  perversion  of  argument 
and  the  most  extraordinary  reasoning.  Tne  gen- 
tleman who  has  brought  forward  the  motion,  said 
Mr.  D.,  has  decried  every  idea  of  energy  and  effi- 
cacy in  regular,  disciplined  troops,  considering 
them  not  only  inefficient,  but  contemptible,  when 
employed  against  Indians;  and,  to  confirm  this 
assertion,  he  has  instanced  the  expedition  under 
G^eneral  St.  Clair,  when  it  is  well  known  that 
there  were  not,  in  fact,  two  companies  of  regular 
disciplined  infantry  among  them.  The  other 
gentleman  [Mr.  Williamson]  has  extravagantly 
commended  the  back-country  militia,  and  extolled 
them  for  their  efficiency  and  success  in  Indian 
warfare ;  and  instances  the  affair  of  a  rencontre 
between  Major  Adair,  with  ninety  militia,  against 
two  Jbundred  and  forty  Indians.  In  reply  to  this, 
Mr.  D.  felt  himself  compelled  to  remark,  that  that 
affair  did  not  appear  so  successful  in  his  mind ; 
for  those  very  militia  were  unquestionably  sur- 
prised and  beateUj  inasmuch  as  tney  were  driven 
mto  a  corner,  until  the  Indians  captured  all  their 
horses  and  other  property  in  their  camp;  and 
what  is  still  more  dis^ceful,  one  half  of  the  Ma- 
jor's party  deserted  him  at  the  commencement  of 
the  action,  and  secured  themselves  within  their 
garrison. 

Whilst  he  was  up,  Mr.  D.  would  further  observe 
on  the  extraordinary  speech  of  the  mover  of  the 
question,  thA  it  was  such  as  no  person  could  have 
ever  expected  to  hear  within  the  walls  of  that 
House.  It  seemed  to  be  calculated  to  prejudice 
the  minds  of  the  people  against  the  whole  Admi- 
nistration; and  it  appeared  still  the  more  extraordi- 
nary that  such  a  speech  should  come  from  a  gen- 
tleman who  so  lately  expressed  the  nicest  delicacy 
in  matters  of  order  and  decency ;  for,  in  this  in- 
stance, he  has  committed  the  greatest  breach  of 
decorum  and  propriety,  by  a  direct  censure  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  the  President,  and  both 
Houses  of  the  Legislature.  [Here  several  mem- 
bers called  Mr.  Dayton  to  order.]  He  proceeded, 
however,  and  appealed  to  the  House,  whether  he 
had  not  drawn  a  just  picture  of  the  expressions  of 
the  genUeman  from  North  Carolina.  The  very 
calculations  which  he  has  so  laboriously  produced 
have  been  questioned  by  other  members.  In  re- 
gard to  the  surprise  expressed  by  the  gentleman 
at  the  increase  of  the  War  Department  from  1791 
to  '92  and  '93,  it  was  not  so  strange  that  five  thou- 
sand men  would  require  greater  supplies  than  two 
thousand.  Yet  the  gentleman  is  surprised  at  the 
increase  of  expense,  and  seems  to  imply  that 
abuses  have  been  committed ;  but  if  an  increase 
of  expense  for  protecting  the  frontiers  has  accru- 
ed, the  censure  ought  to  fall  on  the  Legislature 
for  directing  it  by  their  laws,  and  not  upon  the 


Executive,  who  are  merely  the  instruments  for 
carrying  them  into  effect. 

Upon  the  whole,  Mr.  D.,  however  he  might  him- 
self be  in  favor  of  a  reduction  of  the  Army,  if  it 
stood  simply  on  its  own  merits,  yet,  as  it  now  struck 
him,  it  being  connected  with  some  recent  circum- 
stances, he  would  therefore  oppose  it  as  tending 
only  to  embarrass  the  Executive  in  their  attempts 
towards  a  pacification.  Moreover,  he  said  ne 
knew  the  temper  of  Indians  so  well,  by  having 
lived  amongst  them,  that  there  was  not  a  nation 
on  earth  more  extravagant  in  their  demands, 
when  they  saw  the  force  against  them  was  les- 
sening. So  that  what  is  intended  by  the  motion 
for  reduction  at  present,  as  economical,  may  turn 
out  to  be,  in  the  end,  the  most  expensive  of  any. 

Mr.  Wadsworth  was  abo  against  the  motion ; 
and  Mr.  Ames  closed  the  debate  by  a  few  obser- 
vations on  the  necessity  of  committing  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  as  there  would  be  no  oth^ 
way  of  answering  the  industrious  calculations  of 
the  mover. 

The  question  on  committal  was  carried,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  next  Wednesday. 


Monday,  December  31. 

A  petition  of  Isaiah  Thomas,  of  Worcester,  in 
the  State  of  Massachusetts,  praying  that  printing 
types,  of  foreign  manufacture,  imported  mto  the 
United  State^  may  be  exempted  from  the  duty 
imposed  on  them  by  law ;  and  that  certain  bonds, 
to  a  considerable  amount,  ffiven  by  him  to  the  Col- 
lector of  the  District  of  Boston,  for  the  payment 
of  the  duties  on  printing  types  already  imported, 
may  be  cancelled. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  instruction 
to  examine  the  same,  and  report  his  opinion  there- 
upon to  the  House. 

A  memorial  of  the  officers  of  the  late  Massa- 
chusetts line  of  the  Continental  Army,  in  behalf 
of  themselves  and  the  soldiers  of  the  said  line,  was 

S resented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  the 
epreciation  which  accrued  on  the  certificates  of 
Debt  granted  them  for  military  services  during  the 
late  war,  may  be  made  good  to  them,  or  such  other 
relief  afforded  them  as  the  present  circumstances 
of  the  United  States  will  admit. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Williamson,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed, presented  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  ^'  An 
act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins 
of  the  United  States,"  so  far  as  respects  the  coin- 
age of  copper ;  which  was  received,  read  twic^ 
and  committed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Vincennes, 
on  the  Wabash,  together  with  a  letter  from  the 
Governor  of  the  Territory  of  the  United  States 
Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  accompanying  the 
same.    Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  survey  directed  by  the  re- 
solve of  the  late  Congress  of  the  29th  of  August 
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1788,  of  the  lands  ceded  by  the  State  of  Virginia 
to  the  United  States  in  the  Territory  Northwest 
of  the  riyer  Ohio,  and  confirmed  to  the  French 
and  Canadian  innabitants  and  other  settlers  of  the 
Elaskaskias.  St.  Vincennes,  and  the  neighboring 
Tillages,  wno,  on  or  before  the  year  1783  had  set- 
tled there^  and  had  professed  themselves  citizens 
of  Virgima,  be  made  at  the  expense  of  the  United 
States. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resoiutibn ;  and  that  Mr.  Liver- 
more,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  and  Mr.  Leonard,  do 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Goodhue,  from  the  committee  appointed, 

Presented  a  bill  relative  to  claims  asamst  the 
Inited  States  not  barred  by  any  act  of  Hmitation, 
and  which  have  not  been  already  adjusted ;  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed. 

Ordered,  That  a  coomiittee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  explain  the 
act  entitled  ''An  act  to  establish  the  Judicial 
Courts  of  the  United  States,"  in  respect  to  the 
taking  bail  in  criminal  cases ;  and  that  Mr.  White, 
Mr.  William  Smith,  and  Mr.  Israel  Smith,  be 
the  said  committee. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
Che  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  Grovernment  for  the  year 
1793 ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  some 
process  therein. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Secretary  of 
War,  be  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  lists  of 
the  several  persons  employed  in  the  o£ELces  of  their 
respective  Departments,  with  the  salaries  allowed 
to  each. 

The  House  xesolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  were  referred  the  petitions  of  a  number 
of  persons,  praying  to  be  placed  on  the  list  of  ])en- 
sioners  of  the  United  States ;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Committee  reported  progress, 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

FEES  IN  ADMIRALTY  CASES. 

The  bill  to  ascertain  the  fees  demandable  in 
cases  of  Admiralty  proceedings  in  the  Courts  of 
the  United  States,  being  read  the  third  time,  and 
the  question  being  on  its  passage — 

Mr.  Williamson  said,  the  bOl  appeared  to  him 
to  be  essentially  defective;  one  leg  was  cut  away,, 
and  it  limped  oadly  on  the  other.  He  therefore 
wished  it  not  to  pass.  The  Judiciary  System  re- 
quired amendment.  His  constituents  were  exposed 
to  innumerable  difficulties.  Respecting  seizures, 
tkey  had  nearly  ceased,  owing  to  the  perplexities 
thrown  in  the  way  by  the  re^ilations  of  courts. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  acknowledged  the  bill  was  not 
so  good  a  one  as  he  could  have  wished ;  but  he 
could  not  conceive  how  any  thing  could  limp  on 
one  leg.  And  its  mutilated  state  may  be  attribu- 
table to  the  gentleman  who  now  opposes  its  pas- 
sage. Mr.  S.  did  not  think  a  sufficient  reason  nad 
been  given  against  its  passage.    It  originated  on 


the  petition  of  upwards  of  sixty  respectable  mer- 
chants of  the  city  of  Charleston,  who  complain 
of  the  enormous  fees  to  which  they  are  subjected; 
and  as  the  bill  will  afford  them  relief,  vrithout  doing 
injury  to  any  one,  he  hoped  it  would  pass. 
The  bill  passed  accordingly. 

Tuesday,  January  1, 1793. 

Mr.  White,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre^ 
sented  a  bill  to  explain  an  act  entitled  ^'  An  act  to 
establish  the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States," 
in  respect  to  taking  bail  in  criminal  cases ;  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the 
allowance  of  interest  on  the  sum  ordered  to  be 
paid  by  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  28th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1785,  as  an  indemnity  to  the  persons  there- 
in named ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Speaker  resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  White  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  no  amendment 
thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  memorial  of  John  Tucker, 
late  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  which  was  made  on  the  8th  of  March  last. 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 

f>repare  and  bring  in  a  bill  providing  for  the  al- 
owance  and  payment  of dollars  to  the  said 

John  Tucker,  to  compensate  him  for  his  expenses 
and  services,  and  for  money  paid  by  him  as  Clerk 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sedgwick,  Mr.  Murray, 
and  Mr.  Baldwin^  be  a  committee,  pursuant  to 
the  said  resolution. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  set- 
tlement of  the  accounts  of  Lewis  Gktranffer,  for 
military  services  during  the  late  war ;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Committee  had  nad  the  said  bill  under 
consideration,  and  made  an  amendment  thereto ; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
Ordered,  That  the  said  oill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

COINAGE  BILL. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  Cobper  Coinage  bill,  (Mr.  White  in  the 
chair.)  The  object  of  this  bill  is  to  alter  the 
weight  of  the  copper  coin  as  stated  in  the  former 
act.  After  •some  discussion,  the  blanks  specifying 
the  weight  of  the  cent  and  naif  cent  were  filled — 
the  first  with  8  pennyweights  16  grains,  the  other 
with  4  pennyweights  8  grains. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT,  after  remarking  that  the  artists 
who  had  exhibited  specimens  of  the  figure  of 
Liberty  on  the  several  samples  of  coin  which  he 
had  seen  all  differed  in  their  conceptions  on  this 
occasion;  for  the  sake,  therefore,  of  uniformity,  he 
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mo^ed  to  add  a  clause  to  the  present  bill,  provid- 
iag  that,  in  lieu  of  the  figure  of  Liberty,  the  head 
of  Columbus  should  be  substituted.  Mr.  B.  sup- 
ported his  motion  by  some  pertinent  remarks  on 
the  character  of  Columbus,  and  the  obligations 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  were  under  to 
honor  his  memory. 

Mr.  Clark  was  in  favor  of  the  alteration. 

Mr.  Williamson  and  Mr.  Livermore  objected 
to  it. 

On  the  question  being  put,  the  motion  was  ne- 
gatived. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill ; 
which  the  House  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

REPORT  ON  PETITIONS  FOR  PENSIONS. 

The  House  asain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  W^ole  House  on  the  report  of  the 
committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  petitions 
of  a  number  of  persons  praying  to  be  placed  on 
the  list  of  pensioners  of  the  United  States ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  again  had  the 
said  report  under  coi^deration,  and  made  several 
amendments  thereto ;  which  were  severally  twice 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

And  then  the  said  report  being  further  amend- 
ed, to  read  as  follows : 

**  Resolved,  That,  in  order  to  prevent  the  admission 
of  improper  claims,  and  to  fiuilitate  the  allowance  of 
such  as  are  well  founded,  it  is  expedient  to  repeal  the 
second,  third,  and  fourth  sections  of  the  act  entitled 
*  An  act  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of 
widows  and  orphans  barred  by  the  limitations  hereto- 
fore established,  and  to  regulate  the  claims  to  invalid 
pensions,'  and  to  provide  diat,  in  future,  the  claims  for 
invalid  pensions  shall  be  regulated  in  the  manner  fol- 
lowing, to  wit : 

"1st.  That  all  evidence  relative  to  invalids  shall  be 
taken  upon  oath  before  the  Judge  of  the  District  in 
which  such  invalids  reside,  or  before  any  three  per- 
sons specially  authorized  by  commission  firom  the  said 
Judge. 

'*8d.  That  the  evidence  relative  to  any  claimant 
must  prove  dedsnre  disability  to  have  been  the  direet 
effect  of  known  woonds,  received  wliile  in  tlie  actual 
line  of  his  duty,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  dv- 
ing  the  late  war ;  that  this  evidence  must  be  the  affi- 
davits of  the  commanding  officer,  or  surgeon  of  the 
ship,  regiment,  corps,  or  cempany,  in  which  such  claim- 
ant served,  or  two  other  credible  witnesses,  to  the  same 
efiect,  setting  forth  the  time  and  place  of  such  known 
wound. 

^  3d.  That  every  claimant  shall  be  examined  by  two 
physicians,  upon  oath,  to  be  authorized  by  commission 
fr<un  the  said  Judge,  who  shall  report  in  writing  their 
opinion  of  the  nature  of  the  said  disability,  ^and  in  what 
degree  it  prevents  the  claimant  from  obtaining  his  live- 
lihood by  labor. 

**  4th.  That  every  claimant  shall  produce  evidence 
of  the  time  of  his  leaving  the  service  of  the  tFnited 
States,  and  of  his  being  honorably  discharged  here- 
from. He  must  also  produce  evidence  of  three  repu- 
table freeholders  of  the  dty,  town,  or  county,  in  which 
he  leMded  lor  the  two  years  immediately  after  he  left 
the  service,  as  aforesaid,  of  the  ezistenoe  of  his  disabili- 


ty during  diat  period,  and  ascertaining,  of  their  own 
knowledge,  the  mode  of  life,  employment,  labor,  or 
means  of  support,  of  the  claimant 

**  5th.  That  the  said  claimant  must  produce  the  evi- 
denoe  of  two  credible  witnesses  of  the  continnance  of 
his  disability  from  the  expiration  of  the  said  two  years 
to  the  time  of  his  appliciUion. 

"  6th.  That  each  claimant  should  show  a  good  and 
sufficient  cause  why  he  did  not  apply  to  the  State  in 
which  he  resided,  on  or  before  the  11th  of  December, 
1788,  the  time  limited  for  applications  of  tins  nature. 

"  7th.  That  the  evidence  of  no  claimant  should  be 
admitted  whose  case  had  been  rejected  by  any  State 
prior  to  the  aforesaid  11th  of  December,  1788. 

^  8th.  That  the  reasonable  allowance  to  such  com- 
missioners and  physicians  aforesaid  for  examining  the 

claims  of  invalids  shall  be  made  by  the ,  and 

paid  out  of  such  eontingent  funds  as  the  President  of 
the  United  States  may  direct 

«  Resohed,  That  the  said  Judge  of  the  District  shaU 
transmit  a  list  of  such  daims,  accompanied  by  the  evi- 
dence herein  directed,  to  the  Seeretuy  for  the  Depari* 
ment  of  War,  who  shall  examine  the  muster  roils  and 
other  evidences  of  the  late  war,  in  order  to  prove  tito 
services  of  the  said  claimants  i  and  the  said  Secvstaxy 
shall  make  a  statement  of  the  cases  of  the  said  claim- 
ants to  Congress,  with  such  circumstances  and  remarks 
as  may  be  necessary,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  take 
such  order  thereon  as  they  may  judge  proper :" 

It  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  iu  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolutions  3  and  that  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Smith,  Mr.  Benjamin  Bourne  ,  and  Mr. 
Lbe,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 


Wednesday,  January  2. 

Ordered.  That  the  memorials  of  the  late  offi* 
cers  and  soldiers  of  the  lines  of  New  Hampshire, 
Massachusetts,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and 
Maryland,  which  lay  on  the  table,  be  referred  to 
the  consideration  of  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  next  Monday  week. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  ^  An 
act  establisiung  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins 
of  the  United  States,"  so  far  as  respects  the  coin- 
age of  copper,  was  r^  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  provide  for  the  allowance 
of  interest  on  the  sum  ordered  to  be  paid  by  the 
resolve  of  Congress  of  the  d6th  of  September, 
1785,  as  an  indenmit3r  to  the  persons  therein 
named,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
.  Mr.  Ames,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Keport  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea* 
sury  on  the  petition  of  Joseph  Henderson,  made  a 
rejKMrt ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  considef  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  piBtition 
of  Ebenezer  CowdU,  which  was  made  on  the  3d 
of  Februarv  last.    Whereupon, 

Resohea,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition 
cannot  be  granted. 

Mr.  Sedgwick,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  compensate  John  Tucker;  whioh 
was  reoeived,  read  twice,  and  committed. 
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MILITARY  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  House  resohred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  motion  of  the  28th  ulti- 
mo for  reducing  the  Military  Establishment  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Wadsworth  rose  and  observed,  that  he 
had  pledged  himself  to  the  House  last  Friday  to 
show  that  the  calculations  of  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  were  not  true ;  and,  if  true,  that 
the  inferences  drawn  from  them  were  not  correct. 
There  was  a  material  difference  (he  said)  between 
the  appropriations  quoted  by  the  gentleman  and 
those  which  he  would  now  read  to  the  House. 
Here  he  read  a  statement  which  he  had  prepared, 
fVom  which  it  would  appear  that  Mr.  Steele  had 
oTerrated  the  contingencies,  hospitals,  quarter- 
masters, forage,  cayalry,  ordnance,  pay,  and  sub- 
sistence, each  of  them. 

The  total  difference  between  Mr.  Steele's  and 
Mr.  WAnswoRTH's  calculations,  from  this  repre- 
sentation, was  $27,080  dollars  in  the  year  1790. 

In  like  manner,  Mr.  W.  read  his  calculations 
fox  1791.  On  comparing  which  with  those  of  Mr. 
Steels,  he  said  there  was  a  difference  in  the 
total  of  $252,312 ;  and  in  the  total  of  1792,  he 
showed  a  difference  of  $567,530.    He  also  par- 
ticularly objected  to  Mr.  Steele's  statements  of 
the  ordnance  expense  for  1793,  which  had  been 
called  $23,000;  but  that  sum,  although  it  comes 
under  the  nead  of  ordnance  in  the  estimate,  is  not 
altogether  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  can- 
non; the  whole  amount  of  the  expense  of  cannon, 
he  said,  had  been  very  trifling — about  $700  or 
$800.    Having  proceedfed  thus  far  in  attempting 
to  controvert  the  calculations  of  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  Mr.  W.  said,  it  would  in- 
deed have  been  an  alarming  thing  to  the  United 
States,  had  they  been  founded  in  reality.  But  the 
gentleman  had  not  confined  himself  to  misstate- 
ments— he  had  gone  further ;  for  he  had  "lament- 
ed the  necessity  of  quoting  even  truths  from 
that  office"--the  War  Office.  Here  Mr.  W.  stated 
that  the  quotation  which  Mr.  Steele  had  made 
from  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  had  not 
been  correctly  quoted.    After  Mr.  W.  had  thus 
represented  Mr.  Steele's  calculations  as  errone- 
ous, and  his  quotations  as  misstated,  he  said  that 
the  House  ought  to  beware  of  not  being  led  astray 
by  them.    He  next  observed,  that  the  gentleman 
had  laid  a  great  deal  of  blame  of  the  present  hos- 
tilities between  the  United  States  and  the  Indians, 
and  the  expense  attending  them,  to  the  War  De- 
partment.   But  Mr.  W.  conceived  that  there  were 
other  causes  to  be  assigned  for  the  Indian  war. 
There  had  never  been  a  day,  from  the  first  settle- 
ment of  America  to  the  present  moment,  without 
our  being  at  war  with  the  Indians,  in  one  place  or 
another.    The  history  of  the  country,  the  resolves 
of  the  old  Confess,  every  book  pubhshed  by  Con- 
gress, show  this  to  have  been  the  case.    [Here  he 
read  some  quotations  from  the  resolves  of  1784,  to 
show  the  appropriations  for  defraying  tiie  expenses 
of  Indian  wars.]    He  wished  the  House  to  take  a 
retrospect  of  the  subject,  from  the  be^nning  of 
tkoae  troubles  down  to  the  late  application  for  as- 
sistance from  the  National  Government  by  the  ^ 


Governor  of  Gteoreia.  Although  they  have  three 
thousand  men  on  the  frontier  of  that  State,  yet  it 
is  not  found  sufficient,  and  the  Indians  have  driven 
them  in.  Indeed,  there  has  been  a  time  when 
the  town  of  Savannah  has  been  obliged  to  keep  a 
guard. 

It  was  not  his  intention  to  introduce  commend- 
ations of  the  officer  at  the  head  of  the  War  De- 
partment, but  he  thought  it  proper  to  observe,  that 
he  is  not  to  be  blamed  on  account  of  the  expenses 
referred  to.  He  is  no  more  than  an  instrument 
acting  under  the  Supreme  Executive.  It  is  the 
Presiuent  of  the  Uniteo  States  who  has  found 
it  necessary  and  proper  to  recommend  the  establish- 
ment of  a  military  force.  It  is,  therefore,  not  the 
Secretary's,  it  is  the  President's  war;  and  to  assert 
that  the  Secretary  has  had  any  undue  influence 
with  the  Legislature,  would  be  altogether  false ; 
for,  on  the  contrary,  his  reports  have  oeen  treated 
with  disrespect  in  tnis  House.  Was  not  his  re- 
port at  New  York  ridiculed,  and  called  **  preach- 
ing." &c.,  because  it  was  in  favor  of  peace,  and 
spoke  with  great  humanity  respecting  the  hard- 
ships often  inflicted  by  the  whites  on  the  Indians  ? 
Indeed,  the  Secretary  of  War  has  been  uniform  in 
his  endeavors  to  bring  about  a  durable  peace. 
This,  however  desirable  an  object,  has  been  found 
hitherto  impracticable,  and  the  Indians  have  late- 
ly carried  their  depredations  to  so  great  a  length 
that  the  President  has  judged  it  necessaryr  to  re- 
pel them  by  force.  They  hSive  murdered  in  cold 
olood  our  ambassadors  of  peace,  whilst  holding  a 
&ig  of  truce  in  one  hand  and  reaching  the  other 
out  in  friendship  to  the  Indians.  Perhaps  they 
may  have  been  excited  to  this  decree  of  bs^barity 
by  many  causes.  It  is  hard  to  determine  which 
are  the  greatest  aggressors — the  settlers  on  the 
frontiers  or  the  Indians.  The  murder  of  the  Mo- 
ravian Indians,  the  proclamation  of  Congress 
against  our  own  people,  all  show  that  the  Indians 
have  ground  for  complaint. 

Here  Mr.  W.  recapitulated  the  afiairs  of  the 
banditti  at  Fort  St.  V incennes ;  the  representa- 
tions of  Judge  Innis,  of  Kentucky,  from  1783  to 
1790,  respecting  the  people  there  who  could  not 
be  restrained  from  the  commission  of  crimes 
against  the  peace  of  the  country.  From  these 
causes  and  the  common  fatality  of  the  times,  our 
attempts  towards  peace  have  proved  abortive,  and 
the  war  has  been  prolonged,  but  the  Secretary  is 
entirely  innocent  of  promoting  it. 

In  regard  to  the  other  arguments  of  the  gentle- 
man fMr.  Steele]  respecting  the  militia,  that 
they  would  afford  either  a  cheaper  or  better  de- 
fence for  the  frontiers,  he  had  his  doubts. 

Mr.  W.  now  went  over  the  whole  history  of  the 
frontier  wars ;  a  Hne  of  posts  was  once  established 
and  garrisoned  by  militia,  yet  they  could  not  pre- 
vent the  Indians  from  coming  within  sixty  miles 
of  Winchester,  and  murdering,  scalping,  and  plun- 
dering the  women  and  children.  After  the  peace 
of  1762,  the  Indians  drove  in  the  militia,  and  ad- 
vanced as  far  as  Cumberland  and  Carlisle,  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

But  Colonel  Boquet,  with  the  remains  of  two 
regiments  of  regular  troops,  who  had  just  before 
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arrived  from  the  West  Indies,  marched  against 
the  savages,  and  hired  pack-horses  to  carry  some 
of  his  sick  men.  With  these  legulars,  Colonel 
Boquet  fought  them  sod  drove  them  with  the 
bayonet  from  one  end  of  the  comitry  to  the  other. 
The  battle  began  at  one  o'clock  the  first  day  and 
lasted  until  night,  and  was  renewed  the  next  mDrn- 
ing  with  superior  force  by  the  Indians;  yet  they 
were  entirely  discomfited.  This  news  went  to 
Fort  Pill  and  Virgtaia,  and  revived  the  spirits  of 
the  country.  Virginia  raised  more  troops — and 
Colonel  Boquet  dictated  a  peace  to  the  savages. 

These  instances  furnished  sufficient  arguments 
to  show  the  superiority  of  regular  troops  over 
mililia.  But  he  could  mention  many  others,  viz ; 
Qeneial  Hartman,  with  eight  hundred  chosen  men, 
givinga  total  defeat  to  the  Indians;  Colonel  Wil- 
let's  attack  and  defeat  of  them ;  and  General  Sulli- 
van's afiair  in  South  Carolina. 

As  to  the  defeat  of  Harmar  and  St.  Clair,  their 
1  ought  not  to  be  reckoned  regular  troops. 
lu  «o».  -,„.  .=»v,.;i„  ■indisciplinedj  ifcc.     But 


They  VI 


1  they  stood  better  than  the  militia;  for  the 
militia  ran  away,  and  those  who  remained  to  fight 
the  savajges  fell,  to  their  honor  be  it  spoken,  whilst 
the  militia,  who  were  the  advanced  guard,  rai 
and  threw  away  their  guns,  nay,  their  coats. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  balance  of  argument.  Mi 
W.  thought,  must  appear  in  favor  of  regular 
troops. 

He  further  took  occasion  toanimadvert  on  what 
Mr.  WiLUAMBOH  had  said,  vheo  that  gentleman 
expressed  himself  so  strongly  in  favor  oT  the  mili- 
tia under  Major  Adair.  That  officer,  Mr.  W.  ob- 
Ktred,  had  been  a  Coaiinental  officer,  and  from 
his  own  words,  it  appeared  that  he  had  no  very 
ffteat  opinion  of  the  nulitia,  for  they  had  fled  to 
the  garrison ;  and  the  Indians  obtained  their  ends, 
notwithstanding  the  receplitm  given  by  Major 
Adair.  Theirs  was  the  triumph,  and  when  they 
retired,  it  seems  to  have  been  not  so  much  a  mat 
ter  of  necessity,  as  a  thing  of  choice,  on  their  pari 
The  loss  of  horsesj  one  hundred,  perhaps,  and  thi 
expense  of  this  affair,  amounted  to  a  muca  greater 
Him  than  any  regular  troops  would  have  cost. 
The  party  under  Major  Adair,  supposing  it  to 
consist  of  a  hundred  men,  cost  one  faimdred  dollars 
a  day,  reckoning  the  attendant  circumstances — 
and  considering  it,  as  Mr.  W.  did,  b  complete  de- 
feat— for  there  are  no  circumstances  to  prove  that 
.  it  was  otherwise — the  militia  having  deserted  him 
and  len  the  few  regulars  he  had  exposed  to  the 
whole  of  the  danger. 

_  Mr.  W.  did  not  stop  here  in  his  details  of  mili 
tia  disgraces — he  recounted  many  other  cases.  Hl 
mentioned  the  Grant's  expedition  against  the  Che- 
rokees,  &c.  And  still  he  drew  a  balance  against 
the  successes  of  the  militia;  for,  he  said,  they  had 
constantly  been  defeated,  and  the  counti7  left 
posed  to  the  depredations  of  the  enemy. 

Much  has  been  said,  observed  Mr.  W.,  of  Clark 
and  Sevier's  successes.  They,  indeed,  afford  an  ex- 
ception to  the  cases  above  mentioned;  but  how  far 
were  they  successful  7  The  immense  expense  of 
men  and  money,  and  the  interruption  given  to  the 
agriculture  of  the  country  by  calling  away  from 


their  business  so  many  industrious  citizens,  is  a 

thing  beyond  the  power  of  calculation;  for  my 
part,  said  he,  I  ia  not  know  figures  enough  to 
count  it  up.  For  the  truth  of  this  position,  and 
for  the  enormous  waste  and  expense  incurred  by 
militia,  he  appealed  to  one  of  the  members  [Col. 
Pabkeh}  on  tne  other  side  of  the  House,  who  had 

Srience  in  the  matter,  whether  it  was  not  ab- 
ely  impossible  either  to  bring  militia  under 
proper  discipline,  or  prevent  theirenormous  waste. 
A  whole  brigade  of  regular  troops  would  not  cost 
-  much  as  one  regiment  of  mihtia,  to  a  country. 
_  _ie  militia  of  Kentucky  have  cost  more  blood 
and  wealth  than  all  the  American  war ;  when  the 
_'.._  :mstances  are  considered  of  calling  out  men 
from  the  tillage  of  the  field,  &c.  Ii  is  enormous 
the  number  of  lives,  and  the  aggregate  loss  b 
countless.  The  causes  of  these  Lhmgs  are,  want 
of  order  and  discipline,  &c.  And  those  causes 
have  produced  an  univertai  Teprobaiion  of  the 
ettahliakment;  but  all  those  who  condeum, 
lot  well  acquainted  with  those  causes;  they 
judge  from  bearing  only  one-half  of  the  truth  in 
our  newspapers.  It  is  supposed  a  peace  can  be 
easily  effected,  but  1  know  of  no  peace  that  has 
not  been  effected  by  force;  for,  although  promises 
have  been  made  and  peace  often  treated  for  with 
the  Indians,  yet  they  have  as  constantly  broken  those 
promises.  This  is  a  good  reason  for  keeping 
the  present  force  of  the  United  States.  We 
now  able  to  meet  the  Indians  and  demand  a  safe 
peace.  But  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
calls  our  establishment  a  mere  military  parade, 
which  it  is  said  by  another  gentleman  [Mr.  Par- 
ker] will  only  tend  to  rouse  the  Spaniards  and 
the  British,  dec. 

He  went  on  q  ae  Indians 

and  their  threatt  y  toldyou, 

"go  to  yourow  x.    What 


;ning  up 


at  liberty,  said  .  as  it  was 

confidentially  ci  louse,  and 

read  with  our  it  is  well 

known  to  all  th  insolence 

of  that  language.  For  my  part,  I  have  little  hopes 
of  a  peace  from  any  promises  of  the  Indians ;  and 
although  a  negotiation  is  said  to  be  upon  the  car- 
pet, 1  can  never  depend  upon  the  promises  of  sa- 
vages who  have  so  often  broken  them. 

In  speaking  of  the  recruits  that  have  been  lately 
raised  for  the  regular  army,  Mr.  W.  opposed  his 
opinion  to  that  ofMr.pABKEB,who  mentioned  them 
in  such  contemptible  terms  as  having  been  col- 
lected from  the  stews  and  brothels  of  the  cities, 
&c.  For  his  part,  Mr.  W.  had  often  seen  them, 
and  he  beUeved  they  were  equal,  if  not  superior  in 
spirit  and  appearance,  to  most  of  the  soldiery  dur- 
ing the  British  war,  and  better  than  the  soldiery 
were  at  the  close  of  the  war,  with  some  exceptions, 
such  as  respects  the  men  who  cost  £300  each.  Be- 
fore he  could  quit  the  subject,  he  begged  leave 
to  mention  anotLer  instance  of  the  efficacy  of  re- 
gular troops ;  it  was  the  affair  of  General  Wayne's 
surprise,  when  the  light-horse  dismounted,  and  cut 
the  militia  to  pieces,  and  the  infantry  drove  them 
off  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. 
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He  ridiculed  the  idea  of  calling  out  a  militia 
*upon  every  emergency.  Where  are  they  to  be 
formed?  In  Pennsylvania  it  would  be  attended 
with  a  tenfold  loss^  if  they  must  quit  their  daily 
labor.  He  would  admit  that  the  character  of  the 
Kentucky  militia  had  been  brave  and  intrepid; 
but  there  was  still  occasion  for  a  new  war,  and  no 
ultimate  protection  afforded  to  the  frontier. 

The  Governor  of  North  Carolina  had  complained 
of  a  friendly  Indian  being  murdered,  dbc.  On  the 
whole,  he  thought  it  improper  to  take  militia  to  fight 
Indian  warriors.  He'  admitted  that  some  abuses 
might  have  been  practised  in  the  regular  army,  but 
they  were  as  little,  if  not  less,  than  in  any  other 
army  he  could  remember. 

He  insisted  that  the  scheme  of  the  Department 
of  War  was  not  a  scheme  of  the  Secretary,  but  a 
scheme  of  the  United  States  from  the  President 
down  to  the  members  of  the  Legislature,  and  the 
meanest  of  their  constituents.  He  took  a  retro- 
splbt  of  the  great  skill  of  the  President  after 
Braddock's  defeat.  The  President  must  be  the 
best  judge  of  the  disposition  of  Indians,  and  the 
best  way  of  treating  with  them ;  he  approves  the 
scheme  of  the  present  war,  and  shall  we  impru- 
dently attempt  to  change  his  plan,  by  sending  out 
a  few  men  to  be  knocked  on  the  head  by  the  In- 
dians, as  those  cocU  men  were  ?  so  called  by  the 
gentlemen  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Parker,]  but  in- 
stead of  coat-men,  he  Mr.  W.  thought  they  might 
also  have  been  called  petty-coat  men,  ic.  He 
finished  his  observations  by  again  remarking,  that 
the  calculations  of  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Steele] 
who  had  introduced  the  motion  for  reducing  the 
present  war  establishments  were  founded  in  error, 
and  ought  not  to  have  any  weight  with  the  House. 

Mr.  Steele.— When  the  House  have  deliberated 
upon  the  merits  of  the  gentleman's  arguments  and 
the  truth  of  my  statements;  and  when  they  have 
decided  the  question,  I  will  submit  to  their  deci- 
sion ;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  I  insist  that  my  cal- 
culations are  founded  on  the  reports  of  the  Secre- 
tary and  the  public  printed  documents  on  the  ta- 
ble, of  the  appropriations  and  laws,  &c.  I  wish 
the  gentleman  [Mr.  WadsworthJ  had  told  us 
where  he  has  found  those  papers,  from  which  he 
attempts  to  controvert  such  authentic  documents 
as  I  have  quoted.  I  wish  he  had  made  the  House 
understand  them ;  for  my  part,  they  appear  unin- 
telligible. 

Mr.  Wadsworth  said  it  was  from  the  laws. 

Mr.  Steele  explained  some  things  in  his  form- 
er statements ;  and  in  reply  to  some  suffg:estions 
that  might  be  thrown  out  with  respect  to  his  inde- 
licate mode  of  attacking  the  Secretary  of  War,  or 
the  President,  he  defied  any  memoer  to  show 
that  he  had  acted  beyond  the  line  of  his  duty ;  or 
that  he  had  ever  shnwn  any  disrespect  toward  the 
President.  On  the  contrary,  he  was  of  opinion 
that  that  gentleman's  character  would  for  ever 
be  secured  against  all  the  possible  attacks  of  in- 
gratitude or  Tnalice,  &c.  He  also  used  some  other 
very  handsorue  expessions  on  this  occasion.  But 
whilst  he  was  ready  to  declare  these  things,  and  to 
prove  that  he  had  no  personal  intentions  of  injuring 
the  Secretary  of  War ;  yet,  he  would  not  suffer  him- 
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self  to  be  deprived  of  his  privilege,  whilst  he  had  the 
honor  of  a  seat  in  that  House;  and,  in  the  present  in- 
stance, he  thought  it  his  duty  to  hold  up  his  opposi- 
tion against  the  rapid  increase  of  expenses  in  all  the 
Departments  of  Government,  which  he  said  were 
grown  to  an  enormous  burden  upon  the  people, 
and  unwarranted  by  the  Constitution;  that  they, 
therefore,  ought  to  be  immediately  checked.  He 
hoped,  for  the  future,  gentlemen  would  confine 
their  arguments  to  measures,  and  not  apply  them 
to  persons.  He  sat  down,  for  the  present,  with  this 
proviso:  that  he  would  reserve  to  himself  the  ri^ght 
of  answering  to  what  might  be  advanced  against 
his  proposition,  which  he  could  prove  to  be  salu- 
tary ;  and  that  the  present  system  is  fundamental- 
ly wrong. 

Mr.  Hartley  was  against  adopting  the  motion 
under  the  present  circumstances  of  the  country, 
and  he  entered  into  a  particular  investigation  ot 
the  merits  of  the  question.  When  the  last  law 
for  the  more  effectual  protection  of  the  frontiers 
passed,  the  subject  now  under  consideration  was 
very  fully  and  ably  discussed,  and  the  gentlemen 
who  were  averse  to  the  augmentation  had  several 
alterations  made  to  satisfy  them. 

Instead  of  the  President's  being  obliged  to  raise 
the  whole  of  the  three  regiments,  he  was  to  ex- 
ercise his  discretion  either  to  make  the  augmenta- 
tion complete,  or  raise  a  part,  and  he  had  author- 
ity to  disband  them  after  being  raised.  The  12th 
section  of  that  law  is  thus  expressed:  **It  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  President  op  the  United  States 
to  forbear  to  raise,  or  to  disband  after  they  shall  be 
raised,  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  said  three 
additional  regiments,  in  case  events  shall  in  his 
judgment  render  his  so  doing  consistent  with  the 
public  safety." 

We  should  therefore  consider  whether  circum- 
stances have  so  materially  changed  since  that 
time  as  to  render  it  proper  that  the  Legislature 
should  interfere,  repeal  tne  powers  given  to  the 
President,  and  discharge  the  three  regiments. 
This  necessarily  leads  us  first  to  view  the  situation 
of  our  finances,  and  the  state  of  the  fVon tiers  at  and 
immediately  before  the  time  of  passing  the  law. 
The  extent  of  our  revenue  was  not  as  well  known 
then  as  at  present,  and  every  good  man  deprecated 
the  misfortune  wnich  obliged  him  to  increase  the 
taxes.  The  war  was  a  disagreeable  one,  but  ne- 
cessary, if  peace  could  not  otherwise  be  obtained. 
The  Legislature  considered  the  expense,  and  were 
of  opinion  that  we  had  means  and  abilities  to 
defray  the  same.  Many  murders  and  ravages  had 
been  committed  by  the  savages  on  the  frontiers. 
One  army  had  suffered  in  the  year  1790,  and 
nearly  a  whole  army  cut  off  on  the  4th  of  No- 
vember, 1791.  And  we  had  every  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  the  Indians  would  act  in  great  force 
against  us.  Our  finances  are  still  respectable.  It 
is  true,  I  should  be  happy  if  we  could  apply  the 
money  toward  discharging  the  national  debt  al- 
ready contracted,  but  the  unfortunate  situation  of 
our  frontiers  prevent  it.  War,  though  an  evil, 
may  (from  the  present  disposition  of  the  world) 
be  sometimes  necessary,  when  nations  are  unrea- 
sonable and  justice  cannot  be  otherwise  obtained. 
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Hostilities  haye  lately  been  committed  on  our 
troops  commanded  by  Major  Adair,  and  several 
of  tne  Southern  tribes  show  themselyes  inimical, 
and  we  have  no  absolute  assurances  that  we  shall 
haye  peace  in  the  Sprint.  The  a^eement  bv  some 
tribes  to  a  suspension  of  hostilities,  was  only  con- 
yenient  to  them  as  it  protected  their  families  for 
the  Winter. 

The  ffreat  object  of  the  additional  armament 
was  to  <^tain  peace:  this  is  not  yet  effected.  May 
we  promise  ourselres  more  success  in  negotiation 
by  laying  down  our  arms,  or  by  retaining;  them? 
History  is  in  favor  of  the  latter.  Indeed  I  hold  it 
as  a  maxim,  that  the  nation  which  is  prepared  for 
war  can  most  easily  obtain  peace.  For  my  own 
part,  I  can  discover  no  existing  causes  for  altering 
the  system  established  by  the  act  to  which  I  have 
before  referred.  The  expense  has  been  made  a 
very  serious  objection.  It  ought  to  have  weight; 
but  where  measures  have  been  proper,  America 
has  not  regarded  it.  She  has  freely  expended  her 
treasure  to  support  her  rights.  We  are  bound  in 
justice  and  honor  to  protect  our  fellow-citizens  on 
the  frontiers;  we  demand  from  them  an  excise. 
They  require  from  the  General  GJovernment  pro- 
tection. I  am  for  making  peace  with  all  the  In- 
dians upon  reasonaole  terms;  but  any  country 
which  has  been  fairly  purchased  from  the  Indians, 
they  should  not  be  permitted  to  repossess  or  hola 
by  conquest.  If  an  offensive  war  be  necessary, 
says  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  regular 
troops  are  not  the  most  proper  to  carry  it  <hi. 
They  are  more  expensive,  and  unfit  to  meet  the 
sav^es  of  the  wilderness.  As  to  the  expense.  I 
have  partly  answered  before.  But  if  the  gentle- 
man is  to  have  five  expeditions  in  one  year,  I  be- 
lieve he  would  find  that  his  calculations  are  not 
correct:  a  misfortune  to  either  detachments  or 
party  would  bear  very  hard  upon  the  district  they 
came  from;  the  partial  loss  of  regulars  would  not 
be  equally  felt,  very  few  of  them  naving  families. 

I  have  a  high  opinion  of  the  backwoods  rifle- 
men, but  I  am  conndent  that  we  cannot  certainly 
rely  upon  their  turning  out  as  often  as  they  might 
be  wanted ;  we  could  not  rely  on  such  uncertainty ; 
and  yet  this  is  offered  as  a  favorite  project.  If 
you  cannot  rely  upon  them,  you  may  say  that  the 
ordinary  militia  can  be  draSfted.  You  would  find 
them  unfit  for  such  a  service;  they  would  in  ffene- 
ral  be  composed  of  substitutes,  inexperienced  and 
undisciplined,  and  it  would  be  unfair  to  take  them 
all  from  the  frontiers,  and  some  of  the  States,  or 
at  le^t  one,  have  no  militia  laws.  I  am  for  re- 
taining the  regular  troops. 

The  Pbesidbnt  has  practised  economy  in  organ- 
izdng  the  troops  voted  tor,  and  I  am  told  they  have 
maoe  eon^iiderable  progress  in  discipline;  they  are 
formed  into  legionary  corps,  composed  of  horse, 
riflemen,  light-infantrv,  and  oattalion-men.  The 
three  former  will  be  nt  for  active  service  in  the 
field,  the  latter  for  the  common  duties  in  the  camp 
or  ^rrison.  I  will  allow  volunteers  and  militia 
their  full  credit;  but  I  do  not  think  the  regular 
troops  merit  the  disparagement  attempted.  Volun- 
teer corps  have  not  been  free  from  misfortunes. 
Colonel  Crawford,  at  the  head  of  five  hundred  i 


volunteers  from  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  was 
defeated  in  the  Western  country,  and  he  wai 
burnt  at  the  stake.  General  Braaaock,  it  is  said, 
was  obstinate,  and  his  European  troops  were  un- 
disciplined for  such  a  service.  The  army  under 
Greneral  St.  Clair  was  lost,  because  the  men  were 
undisciplined  and  unfitted  for  that  service.  I  can 
mention  several  instances  where  regular  troops 
have  Buccessfull^r  penetrated  the  Indian  country, 
among  warlike  trilHBs,  with  success:  Colonel  Mont- 
gomery, into  the  Cherokees;  Colonel  Armstrong, 
40  the  Kittanig;  Cdonel  Boquet's  campaign  of 
1763  and  1764.  Three  detachments  of  tne  Ame- 
rican army,  in  the  y^ar  1778,  (one  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  firoadhead,  one  under  Lieute- 
nant Colonel  Butler,  and  the  last  commanded  by 
your  humble  servant,)  penetrated  the  country  pos- 
sessed by  the  Six  Nations.  Neither  of  the  detach- 
ments was  large,  and  the  last  had  to  contend 
against  superior  numbers.  In  Gren^al  Sullivan's 
campaign,  the  year  foUowing,  his  van-^uard  Beat 
an  equfu,  if  not  a  superior  number  of  Indians.  I 
might  mention  the  Koman  lemons:  thev  almost 
constantly  were  successAil  against  those  they  call- 
ed Barbarians,  until  their  enemies  adopted  the 
Roman  discipline^    I  have  a  hi^h  opinion  of  the 

Sersonal  bravery  and  prowess  of  an  Indian,  but  I 
o  deny  that  they  can  act  to  the  best  advantage 
in  large  bodies.  They  have  not  an  experience  of 
that  kind;  disciplined  troops  would  have  the  ad- 
vantage. I  reprobate  the  idea  of  a  standing  army, 
which  might  endanger  the  liberty  of  this  country ; 
but  I  consider  the  troops  contemplated  in  the  act 
of  Congrress  to  be  absolutely  necessary,  until  peace 
shall  be  obtained,  and  therefore  shall  vote  against 
a  reduction.  Every  step  has  been  taken,  and  I 
dare  say  will  be  taken,  by  the  FREsmBNT,  to  pro- 
cure a  peace  without  bloodshed.  Our  messengers 
of  peace  have,  in  some  places,  been  murdered, 
and  yet  he  has  sent  messengers  to  others. 

Mr.  Cjuark. — One  would  suppose,  from  the  style 
of  the  debate,  that  we  were  gomg  to  abandon  the 
frontieifs,  the  safety  of  the  country.  Ac^  and  to 
disband  the  whole  of  the  army:  for,  tne  arguments 
of  those  gentlemen  who  are  opposed  to  the  mo- 
tion seem  to  be  calculated  to  mislead  the  House, 
in  that  way.  and  to  prove  that  the  question  under 
consideration  is  for  reducing  the  whole  c^  the 
troops  now  existing.  But  this  is  so  far  from  being 
the  true  state  of  tne  matter,  that  it  is  not  even 
contemplated  to  disband  a  single  man  of  them;  it 
only  goes  to  the  prevention  of  raising  any  more 
troops,  which,  perhaps,  would  be  the  safest  policy 
under  the  present  circumstances  and  temper  of 
the  United  States.  There  are  about  three  thou- 
sand three  hundred  effective  men  already  raised, 
who  are  sufficient  to  garrison  the  forts  on  the  frcm- 
tier,  agreeably  to  the  gentleman's  statement  who 
introduced  the  motion;  and,  indeed,  it  seems  as  if 
they  were  fully  competent,  if  we  believe  the  re- 
port that  the  whole  of  the  Indian  force,  at  the 
time  of  meeting  General  St.  Clair,  and  when  they 
exerted  themselves  to  the  utmost,  was  but  one 
thousand  two  hundred  warriors. 

Mr.  C.  made  some  further  remarks  on  the  sen- 
timents whicb  had  been  expressed  by  the  geatle- 
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man  last  up;  and.  in  speakkkg  of  tke  discretionary 
powers  Tested  in  tne  Prbsidbnt,  he  was  of  opinion 
that  the  situation  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  m  this 
respeet  was  extremely  delicate:  for,  supposing  he 
might  be  inclined  to  stop  the  recruiting  service, 
ana  reduce  the  war  establishment;  and  supposing 
the  frontiers  to  be  again  harassed,  it  might  be 
charged  to  him  for  not  having  kept  dp  the  legal 
complement  of  men.  Under  this  impression^  Mr. 
C  wished  that  some  way  could  be  adopted  of  con- 
veying to  the  PRBSIDBNT  the  sentiments  of  the  Le- 
gislature cm  this  subject,  without  the  tedious  form 
of  a  law. 

Mr.  Parkir.— The  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia [Mr.  Hartlby]  has  been  reading  a  section  of 
the  law,  to  inform  us  of  the  discretionary  powers 
vested  in  the  President,  which  we  have  heard  from 
other  members  before  ne  rose,  and  which  we  all 
knew  as  well  as  himself.  1  am  sorry  to  hear  gen- 
tlemen, when  they  have  no  other  resource  of  ar- 
fument  lefl,  so  often  resorting  to  the  name  of  the 
BRsiDEKT,  to  carry  their  measures;  and  yet,  in  the 
present  instance,  I  much  doubt  whether  those  s^i- 
timents  are  avowed  by  the  Prbsidbkt,  which  have 
been  laid  to  his  charge  in  the  course  of  this  de- 
late: however,  if  they  were  really  so,  this  is  not 
a  sufficient  reason  to  silence  me,  or  to  prevent  me 
from  delivering  my  own  sentiments,  and  those  of 
lay  constituents  who  sent  me  here  to  do  so.  He 
vindicated  the  character  of  the  militia,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  dis^praceful  pictme  which  Mr.  Wads* 
WORTH  had  painted  <^  this  respectable  class  of 
citizens,  whom  he  (Mr.  P.)  insisted  were  sdwavs 
more  spirited  scddiery,  and  fitter  for  fightinff  tne 
Tn'^ift^^R  than  the  regulars,  al^ough  they  didf  not 
always  move  at  the  sound  of  a  trumpet  or  beat  of 
a  drum,  which  were  necessary  to  rouse  the  atten^ 
tion  of  heart-l»roken^  meroenary  troops,  who  sel- 
dom act  but  from  rorce,  or  fear  of  the  whipping- 
post Militia  were  not  so  well  acquainted  with 
military  show,  or  the  display  of  columns;  neither 

did  the  PRBSIDBNT  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES,  whcD 

acting  Major  oi  a  regiment  little  better  than  mi- 
litia, find  that  the  doctrine  of  tactics  were  of  any 
great  service  to  him. 

Mr.  P.  further  mentioned,  that  the  forerunner's 
of  C^eral  Burgoyne's  army  were  taken  by  Oo- 
neral  Stark's  militia  near  Benningt<m;  and  the 
capture  of  the  whole  of  Bur^oyne's  army  was 
ciueflr  brought  about  by  militia,  as  General  Lin- 
coln had  very  few  regular  troops  at  the  time  of 
bis  surrender.  In  short,  the  nulitia  bore  a  con- 
spicuous, share  of  almost  every  enoagement  during 
tkc  war.  At  Trenton,  the  men  who  took  the  Hes- 
sians were  little  other  than  militia,  as  they  had 
been  raised  but  a  sh(^  time  before.  Mr.  P.  could 
▼ouch  for  them,  as  he  was  a  witness  of  thehr  ac- 
tivity and  bravery.  Another  instance  offered  of 
their  success  at  Charleston,  after  it  was  taken  by 
the  British  and  the  regulars  drove  off;  the  militia 
kept  possession  of  the  country  and  supported  them- 
senres.  He  also  remembered  haviiiff  been  called 
away  frcmi  the  regular  army  in  the  North  to  take 
the  command  of  some  mihtia  in  Virginia^  who 
supported  themselves  for  twelve  monw  without 
either  pay  or  {NTOvisioBs  from  the  United  States; 


and  yet  they  were  never  once  defeated  or  dis- 
graced, neither  did  they  leave  the  country  unpo- 
tected  and  exposed;  ana  all  thev  received  for  their 
services  was  certificates  whicn  necessity  obliged 
them  to  alienate  at  three  shillings  in  the  pound, 
to  persons  who  are  now  in  possession  or  them 
drawing  an  annual  interest  of  nearly  as  much, 
and  who  never  perhaps  had  a  good  wish  towara 
the  Revolution.  He  next  quoted  the  militia  un- 
der Colonel  Mercer,  at  Yorktown,  who  were  suc- 
cessful in  a  skirmish  with  the  enemy  under  Tarle- 
ton.  These  and  several  other  arguments  in  favor 
of  the  militia,  whom  he  still  maintained  to  be  the 
best  security  of  a  country,  were  used  by  Mr.  P. 
He  would  not  advocate  the  raising  them  from  all 
parts  of  the  United  States,  but  only  in  such  places 
as  the  safety  of  the  frontiers  required  it  most: 
they  were  not,  to  be  sure,  accustomed  to  the  dis- 
pLtLj  of  the  column.  &c.,  but  they  knew  how  to 
take  the  Indians  in  a  proper  way  through  the 
woods. 

It  ^ve  him  pain  to  hear  the  character  of  the 
militia  so  much  traduced,  and  it  also  was  a  pain- 
Ail  reflection  to  think  of  the  two  disgracefm  de- 
feats of  our  armies  under  Qenerals  Harmar  and 
St.  Clair;  indeed,  it  would  have  a  strange  appear- 
ance to  the  world,  to  think  that  this  country  is  in- 
habited by  the  same  men  who  lived  in  1776.  He 
repeated  what  he  had  before  asserted,  that  most 
of  the  present  recfulars  were  coUectea  from  the 
stews  and  brothels  of  the  cities,  and  had  none  of 
the  spirit  or  principles  of  the  honest  yeomanry, 
who  composed  the  militia  during  former  wars, 
when  every  man  turned  out  impressed  with  a 
good  cause. 

It  was  not,  he  said,  his  desire  to  criminate  any 
individual  in  office^  although  he  would  maintain 
his  right  of  ex]Mre6sing  his  opinion  on  that  floor, 
so  long  as  he  held  a  seat  in  the  House.  But  with 
regard  to  myself,  said  he,  I  am  not  disposed  to 
pour  incense  into  any  man's  cup;  I  respect  the 
Presiobnt  as  much  as  any  man,  and  think  him 
incapable  of  doing  wrong,  at  least  on  those  princi- 
ples that  foreign  despots  are  supposed  to  do  no 
wrong,  because  the  people  are  their  subjects,  and 
dare  not  to  say  their  Sovereigns  do  wrong,  and 
dare  not  contradict  this  tyrannic  maxim.  If  the 
House,  or  if  the  Presioent,  have  committed  an 
error,  they  ought  to  correct  it;  for  my  part,  I  con- 
ceived the  whole  of  the  plan  wrong  from  the  be- 
ginning. From  the  present  appearances,  he  was 
convinced  we  should  get  no  peace  with  the  In- 
dians, unless  it  were  dictated  by  the  British  agents 
in  Canada;  for  it  was  clear,  as  lon^  as  they  can 
do  us  the  injustice  to  withhold  territory  from  us, 
we  can  have  little  reason  to  expect  their  aid  or 
friendship  in  bringing  about  a  peace  which  is  so 
desirable.  He  hoped  to  live  to  see  the  da^r  that 
America  will  be  able  to  show  hers^  superior  to 
her  enemies,  and  chastise  them:  at  present,  it 
would  be  improper  to  engage  in  any  war,  if  it 
could  be  avoided. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  reascms  offered  by 
Mr.  P.  for  being  opposed  to  a  war  establishment, 
he  also  remarked,  that  it  was  from  a  desire  to  see 
the  ^Uic  debt  redeemed  without  resorting  to 
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new  tcucesj  for  if  they  once  should  get  fixed  there, 
(pointing  up  to  the  Senate  Chamber,)  we  shoula 
never  be  able  to  withdraw  them,  whether  they 
were  necessary  or  not.  He  concluded  by  a  hearty 
wish  that  the  motion  made  by  his  friend  from 
North  Carolina  might  succeed. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  was  against  the  motion,  as  he 
thought  any  immediate  alteration  of  the  present 
system  would  be  attended  with  dangerous  conse- 
quences, under  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
united  states.  He  did  not  think  it  would  be  justi- 
fiable to  alter  it.  It  would  show  an  instability  in 
our  public  measures,  especially  at  this  moment, 
when  we  have  done  everything  to  brinff  about  a 
peace  with  the  hostile  Indians:  and,  when  it  is 
just  advancing  to  the  season  for  effecting  it — when 
It  is  at  the  eve  of  completion — shall  we  rashly 
counteract  the  whole?  and  after  having  brought 
the  enemy,  who  were  so  much  elated  on  account 
of  their  recent  success,  to  a  proper  sense  of  our 
power  and  force  to  impose  an  honorable  peace, 
would  it  not  be  extremelv  imprudent  to  lessen 
our  own  consequence  before  we  have  accom- 
plished the  object?  The  Indians  would,  in  this 
case^  most  indubitably  raise  their  demands  in  pro- 
portion to  what  they  supposed  to  be  our  weak- 
ness.   Mr.  B.  added  seversil  other  observations. 

Mr.  Willis  had  always  been  strongly  impressed 
with  a  dislike  for  standinff  armies;  but  when  he 
considered  the  situation  of  the  frontiers,  and  par^ 
ticularly  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  he  must  give 
his  vote  against  the  motion.  Neitner  did  he  think 
two  regiments  by  any  means  a  sufficient  force, 
even  to  garrison  the  posts. 

On  motion,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported 
progress. 

The  SpEAKBii  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State^  enclosing  a  list  of  the 
several  persons  employed  in  his  office,  with  the 
salary  allowed  to  each,  pursuant  to  the  resolution 
of  this  House  of  the  tnirty-first  ultimo;  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  compensa- 
tion to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  certain  persons 
who  were  killed  by  Indians,  under  the  sanction  of 
flags  of  truce ;  ana,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 


Thursday,  January  3. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed, presented  a  bill  to  regulate  the  claims  to 
Invalid  Pensions :  which  was  received,  and  read 
twice  and  committed. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  make  compensation 
to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  certain  persons  who 
were  killied  by  Indians,  under  the  sanction  of  flags 
of  truce;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  again 
had  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made 
several  amendments  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Spbakbb  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 


from  the  Secretary  of  War,  enclosing  a  list  ot  the 
persons  employed  in  the  several  offices  of  his  De- 
partment, with  the  salary  allowed  to  each,  pursu- 
ant to  the  resolution  of  this  House,  of  tne  31st 
ultimo ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

MILITARY  ESTABUSHMfiNT. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called  for,  the  House 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  White 
in  the  Chair,)  on  Mr.  Steele's  motion  for  reducing 
part  of  the  present  military  establishment  of  the 
United  States. 

In  reply  to  the  speech  made  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Wadsworth,  and  which  had  been  ejtpressed  in 
such  strong  language,  Mr.  Steele  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  make  a  ^w  observations,  as  a  prelimi- 
nary, before  the  House  went  further  into  the 
debate. 

The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  had  disputed 
the  calculations  which  he,  Mr.  S.,  had  produced* 
Perhaps  the  gentleman's  calculations  may  be  ricrht, 
and  perhaps  both  of  our  statements  may  oe  so;  out 
with  respect  to  those  which  I  produced,  if  the  acts 
of  Congress  are  false,  if  the  reports  ana  estimates 
of  the  Heads  of  Departments  on  your  table,  Mr. 
Speaker,  are  false,  then  my  statements  are  wrong, 
or  ^^  untrue"  as  the  gentleman  expressed  it,  and  for 
which.  I  hope,  on  more  cool  reflection,  he  will  not 
adhere  to.  Mr.  S.  then,  read  the  acts  of  Congress 
of  the  29th  of  September^  1789,  26th  of  March, 
1790,  and  12th  of  August,  same  year ;  the  11th  of 
February,  1791,  and  23d  December,  1792,  dtc,  from 
which  he  clearly  proved  that  every  item  of  his  cal* 
dilations  was  exactly  quoted.  He  knew  of  no  sur- 
plussage  unexpended  at  the  War  Department,  but 
$140,000,  as  reported  by  the  Secretary  of  tl^e  Trea- 
sury ;  if  any  gentlemen  in  the  House  knew  of  any 
other,  he  hoped  they  would  mention  them.  For 
his  part,  he  thought  the  estimate  for  1793  showed 
very  little  savings  any  where  from  the  grants  of 
the  preceding  year,  but  it  contained  demands  for 
new  grants  much  larger  than  for  any  former  year. 
This,  however,  was  a  subject  he  did  not  at  present 
mean  to  say  much  on,  until  he  should  hear  the 
sentiments  of  other  members.  He  therefore  sat 
down  with  a  reservation,  that  he  would  take  the 
liberty  of  replying  to  such  arguments  as  might  be 
adduced  against  his  proposition, 

Mr.  Wadswobth  disavowed  any  intention  of 
being  indelicate  in  his  expressions  yesterday,  to- 
ward the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina ;  and  if 
he  had,  in  the  warmth  of  debate,  said  anything  to 
which  that  gentleman  could  take  offence^  it  was 
not  meant  so,  and  he  was  ready  to  retract  it.  He 
could  not,  however,  avoid  taking  notice,  that  the 
gentleman's  arguments  appeared  to  him  to  convey 
a  strong  censure  on  the  Executive,  and  to  spread 
abroad  improper  impressions.  The  principal  error 
which  he  dwelt  on,  was  that  of  quoting  the  differ- 
ence between  the  appropriations  of  1789  and  1790, 
to  be  so  great  as  appeared  from  that  gentleman's 
statement.  But  tne  fact  is,  that  the  gentleman 
had  overlooked  the  laws,  and  instead  of  quoting 
the  amount  of  the  tiioo  appropriations  made  in  1789, 
he  had  only  mentioned  the  amount  of  one,  c<mse- 
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quently  this  was  giving  an  improper  impression  of 
the  real  comparative  appropriations  or  those  two 
years ;  for,  when  they  are  taken  in  the  whole,  the 
difference  is  not  so  ^eat,  nor  the  increase  so  much 
as  Mr.  Steele  exhibited  it,  by  $27,080.  In  like 
manner,  the  comparative  increases  of  the  other 
years.  1791, 1792,  and  1793,  have  been  misstated, 
and  tne  truth  is,  that  the  total  increases  are  not 
less,  but  mare  than  the  gentleman  represented 
them  by  the  sum  of  $567,530  72. 

Mr.  Ulark  hoped  the  gentleman  last  up  did  not 
suppose  that  the  House  was  going  to  war  with  the 
Secretary  of  War.  He  sincerely  wished  that  some 
means  should  be  adopted  of  conveying  the  sense 
of  the  House  to  the  President,  who  would  there- 
by be  considerably  relieved  from  the  delicate  situ- 
ation in  which  he  now  stands  with  re^d  to  the 
discretionary  powers  vested  in  him.  Before  Mr. 
C.  sat  down,  he  suggested  the  idea  of  filling  up 
the  blank  in  Mr  Steele's  motion,  with  the  word 
three,  so  as  to  limit  the  military  to  three  regi- 
ments. 

Mr.  MiLLEDOE  liked  the  spirit  of  the  motion,  in 
regard  to  the  prevention  of  standing  armies ;  out 
he  was  against  its  being  put  in  practice  at  the 
present  time.  He  differed  from  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey,  and  as  his  motion  nad  not  a 
sec(md  he  would  proceed.  He  wished  the  ques- 
tion under  consideration  to  go  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  that  a  fair  and  open  discussion 
of  every  point  of  the  important  subject  might 
be  brought  into  view.  The  situation  of  the 
State  he  had  the  honor  to  represent,  had  been 
mentioned  in  the  course  of  debate ;  he  therefore 
felt  himself  called  on  to  deliver  his  sentiments ; 
that  he  was  persuaded  there  was  not  a  member  in 
the  House  who  more  ardently  wished  for  peace 
than  himself,  or  who  would  go  further  to  promote 
so  desirable  an  object,  as  putting  an  end  to  a  sa- 
vage war,  and  an  enormous  public  expense ;  but 
he  was  of  opinion  that  the  reduction  of  the  mili- 
tary establishment  would  not  answer  either  of 
those  purposes ;  that  it  well  became  members  to 
take  into  consideration  such  parts  of  the  Union  as 
lay  exposed,  and  then  judge  the  propriety  of  the 
intended  measure;  that  it  was  well  known  that 
Georgia  was  a  frontier  State,  bordering  on  one 
side  by  a  nation  with  whom  a  just  understanding 
and  intercourse  still  remains  to  be  settled  by  treaty, 
and  on  the  other  by  a  warlike  tribe  of  Indians,  the 
most  numerous  of  any  on  the  Continent,  ten  tnou- 
sand  warriors,  besides  the  Cherokee  nation  of 
three  thousand  and  five  hundred.  A  State,  in 
proportion  to  its  wealth,  and  in  proportion  to  what 
It  contributes  to  the  General  Government,  of  the 
fewest  inhabitants,  an  extent  of  frontier  from  the 
river  St.  Mary  to  the  northernmost  liiie,  full  three 
hundred  miles — a  country  hardly  at  any  period 
enjoying  perfect  safety,  since  the  commencement 
of  the  B^volution.  My  constituents,  said  he,  adopt- 
ed the  Federal  systenL  from  a  hope  that  we  should 
be  protected :  some  of  them,  at  this  moment,  have 
never  been  able  to  return  to  their  habitations, 
which  they  left  at  the  commencement  of  the  war; 
and  I  am  warranted  in  saying  that  a  part  of  my 
constituents  are  now  throughout  the  state  under 


arms.  Let  members  for  a  moment  place  their 
constituents  in  the  situation  of  mine,  and  let  me 
ask  them  if  they  would  not  demand  the  protecting 
arm  of  Grovernment?  As  vet  we  have  experienced 
little  more  than  the  enforcing  a  treaty,  that  has 
not  been  complied  with  on  the  part  of  the  British, 
which  has  reduced  some  of  our  first  citizens  to  a 
state  of  dependence  on  those  who  not  long  ago 
were  their  avowed  and  open  enemies,  and  a  de- 
privation of  our  territorial  right,  for  the  yielding 
of  which  a  permanent  peace  and  permanent  ^line 
were  to  be  established.  Of  the  peace  we  liave 
experienced  no  great  share,  and  as  for  the  perma- 
nent line  it  still  remains  to  be  run,  and,  from  well 
grounded  information,  the  half-way  conduct  of  the 
Greeks  the  other  day  with  Mr.  Seagrove,  gives 
very  little  reason  to  expect  it.  Such  was  the  situ- 
ation of  his  State.  But  to  the  point,  he  was  of 
opinion  that  we  set  out  wronff  in  warring  with 
the  Indians  at  any  rate.  Unfortunatelyfor  us, 
the  event  has  not  answered  the  desien,  and  we  are 
now  reduced  to  that  state  that  hardly  any  change 
can  mend.  The  unaccountable  success  of  them- 
dians  has  so  elated  them  with  their  prowess,  and 
which  likewise  has  presented  views  to  the  Eng- 
lish and  Spanish  they  never  dreamed  of,  and  the 
federated  situation  of  the  different  tribes  occasioned 
him  not  to  hesitate  in  pronouncing  that  the  seve- 
ral frontier  States  would  be  more  or  less  exposed 
to  the  cruel  ravages  of  a  savage  warfare.  If  the 
customs  of  savage  tribes  did  not  direct  them  to- 
wards us,  they  were  incessantly  excited  by  the 
British  and  Spaniards  to  amuse  us  with  false  pre- 
tences of  peace,  while  they  were  engrossing  the 
advantages  of  their  trade.  The  aged  Indians  kept  to 
their  hunting,  and  the  young  men  were  gratified  in 
the  military  exploits  with  me  blood  of  our  fellow- 
citizens.  In  this  situation  the  frontier  of  the 
United  States,  a  distance  of  not  less  than  fifteen 
hundred  miles,  must  be  garrisoned.  He  left  it  to 
gentlemen  to  calculate  what  force  would  be  re- 
quired for  that  purpose,  if  troops  should  be  em- 
ployed in  no  other  wav.  Militia,  he  said,  were 
for  sudden  invasion ;  tney  were  scattered  when 
they  returned,  and  must  be  protected  whileat  home. 
The  jealousy  of  the  English,  and  their  aujgment- 
ias  their  force,  surely  ought  not  to  occasion  the 
reduction  of  any  part  of  ours ;  if  anything,  it  oufi^t 
to  have  a  contrary  effect.  He  likewise  said  that 
it  would  be  necessarv  to  view  the  earlv  history  of 
our  country,  and  find  what  had  been  tne  conduct 
of  Spaniards  and  Indians  about  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  century.  The  Spaniards,  at 
the  same  spot  where  they  now  are,  by  their 
treachery,  when  they  were  at  peace  with  the  Eng^ 
Ush,  at  a  time  when  the  Carolmians  little  suspect- 
ed, when  they  imagined  they  were  in  perfect  alli- 
ance with  the  Indians,  the  Yamasses,  Creeks,  and 
Cherokees,  those  Inaians.  by  their  instigation, 
massacred  one  hundred  and  thirty  of  their  inhabit- 
ants, and  drove  the  rest  into  Charleston.  The  in- 
habitants of  the  capital  of  Georgia  are  as  maeh 
exposed  as  the  Carolinians  then  were ;  a  distance 
of  twenty  miles  from  Savannah,  places  them  in 
an  open,  uninhabited  country,  to  the  Creek  natioiii 
and  within  that  twenty  miles,  thinly  kihahited  on 
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aocoont  of  the  nature  of  their  cultiyation.  What 
had  happened,  he  said,  might  happen  again :  the 
Spaniaras  had  not  changed  their  policy.  If,  there- 
fore, we  are  forewarned,  ought  we  not  to  be  fore- 
armed? That,  from  their  dangerous  situation,  eyen 
OB  a  peace  establishment,  there  ought  to  be  at  least 
fire  hundred  troops  on  that  frontier. 

If  public  officers  haye  misapplied  the  public  mo- 
ney, the  Constitution  pointed  out  a  mode  to  punish 
them.  The  GJovemment  belongs  to  the  people, 
the  officers  are  their  senrants,  we  are  their  Repre- 
sentatives, and  we  ouj^t  to  do  them  justice.  He 
conceiyed  it  was  praiseworthy  in  any  member  to 
afford  any  aid  or  information  in  his  power  to  bring 
these  things  to  light ;  that  he  felt  it  his  duty  to 
make  strict  inquiry  into  the  expenditure  of  puolic 
money ;  that  he  was  sent  by  his  constituents  to 
protect  their  ]Nroperty,  and  m  doing  that  should 
vote  against  the  present  proposition. 

Mr.  FiNBLET  observed  that  a  difference  of 
opinion  existed  in  respect  to  the  motion  for  reduc- 
ing the  Army.  The  mover  was  for  filling  up  the 
Uank  with  two  regiments;  but  Mr.  Clark  had 
proposed  three,  and  was  against  discharging  any 
of  those  already  enlisted.  The  principle  of  the 
motion  was  what  he  wished  to  speak  to.  Passing 
by  tiie  comparative  view,  so  much  alluded  to  in 
the  course  of  the  debate,  of  militia  and  regulars, 
he  struck  at  once  into  the  heart  of  the  question. 
The  redemption  of  the  public  debt,  from  the 
flftvijMB  to  be  made  by  the  reduction  of  the  Army, 
mmll  to  be  •  principal  object  with  some  mem' 
hers,  but,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  no  more  than  a 
secondary  one :  the  defence  of  the  frontier  is  of 
anperior  concern. 

The  origin  of  the  wargoes  much  ikrther  back 
than  that  of  the  present  C^vemment ;  it  arose  out 
ci  the  war  with  Britain ;  and  it  has  been  ever 
since  changing  for  the  worse,  until  it  has  at  length 
aasumed  a  very  alarming  complexion ;  for  it  has 
united  a  greater  number  of  tnbes  than  has  ever 
been  known,  and  it  has  exposed  a  much  greater 
extent  of  our  frontier.  With  regard  to  the  mis- 
management or  abuses,  if  any  there  were,  it  was 
no  place  to  discuss  such  subjects  by  desultory  de- 
battBg  in  this  House,  whilst  there  were  other 
modes  open.  He  did  not,  however,  believe  that 
aay  material  abuses  had  taken  place  indeed. 
This  war  is  not  one  of  the  faults  chargeable  to 
like  Bxeeutive,  for  it  mi^t  with  more  justice, 
perhaps,  be  said  to  have  had  its  origin  in  the  in- 
effectual measures*  of  the  Lefi:islature.  The  first 
Congress  assembled  under  the  present  GJovem- 
ment  fomid  the  Union  in  a  state  of  war ;  and  al- 
though one  regiment  was  stationed  at  Pittsburg, 
yet  the  militia  were  not  relieved  from  actual  ser- 
Tioe*  But  the  lately  raised  troops  may  perhaps  be 
ftMud  more  effectual,  as  it  is  said  there  is  an  excel- 
lent system  of  discipline  established  amongst 
diem. 

With  regard  to  the  argument  that  the  Union 
ooiiKit  support  fo  heavy  an  expense  by  new  taxes, 
)m  wat  or  opinion  that  every  consideration  ought 
t»  give  way  to  the  safety  and  protection  of  the 


A  partie«laT  plan  is  set  into  operation  for  ac- 


complishing a  peace,  and  it  ought  not  to  be  ar- 
rested without  a  trial  being  made.  The  ill-de- 
fined law  authorizing  the  PaEsiDEirr  to  call  out  the 
militia,  and  the  levies  under  General  Harmar.  did 
not  answer  the  end  intended,  for  the  time  of  tneir 
enlistment  had  nearly  expired  ere  they  had  reached 
their  destination ;  but  if  General  Harmar  had  car- 
ried out  two  renments  of  permanent  troops,  he 
could,  without  the  assistance  of  the  militia,  have 
destroyed  all  the  Indian  towns  and  vitlages  that 
stood  m  his  way,  and  he  would  have  completed 
the  object  of  erecting  a  line  of  posts  which 
would  secure  a  lasting  peace ;  but  from  the  weak- 
ness of  the  force  and  the  inefficacy  of  the  law,  the 
purpose  was  arrested  at  a  critical  moment,  and 
the  vei^;eance  of  the  Indians  roused  to  the  utmost 
pitch ;  instead  of  their  fears  being  alarmed,  the 
next  step  of  raising  another  regiment  was  of  a 
piece  with  the  former  weak  policy ;  for  the  en- 
couragement was  insi^ficient,  and  the  miserable 
two-dollar  men  who  were  raised  for  a  six  months'' 
service— their  fate  is  too  well  known,  and  will 
be  long  remembered.  They  arrived  at  the  wil- 
derness with  clothing  that  lasted  only  to  the  time 
they  reached  the  scene  of  action,  and  those  who 
were  not  cut  off  by  the  enemy  were  left  to  starve 
with  cold  in  the  most  inclement  season. 

The  fatal  catastrophe  of  this  campaign  has  onlj 
served  to  elate  the  Indians,  and  render  them  inso- 
lent, as  appears  from  their  treatment  of  our  mes- 
sengers under  fla^s  of  truce.    The  parsimony  on 
those  occasions  has  been  the  cause  of  a  double 
expense. 

in  opposition  to  this,  it  may  be  said  that  those 
parsimonious  plans  were  recommended  by  the 
Executive,  and  only  enacted  into  laws  by  the  Le- 
gislature. This,  however,  if  it  were  the  fact,  is 
no  apology  for  the  Legislature,  ibr  they  have  wy 
right  to  cast  their  Legislative  responsibility  upon 
the  Executive  Department ;  nor  can  they  do  it 
without  a  breach  of  trust  towards  their  constitu- 
ents. The  members  knew  that  the  encourage- 
ment of  pay  and  time  of  enlistments  would  never 
answer  any  good  purpose ;  the  want  of  resources 
could  have  l^n  no  reason  for  that  parsimony  to- 
ward the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  because  it  \b 
known  that  we  found  revenue  enough  not  only  to 
pay  the  interest  of  the  public  debt,  and  to  supjport 
the  Gk>vernment,  but  even  to  pay  the  debts  of  the 
individual  States.  The  conviction  of  these  mis- 
takes induced  Congress,  at  last,  to  make  adequate 
Srovision,  and  now  an  attempt  is  made  to  with- 
raw  the  means  before  the  end  is  accomplished. 
The  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  has  prevented 
us  from  giving  higher  wages  to  encourage  the  re- 
cruiting service ;  but  notwithstanding  wl  this,  it 
appears  to  go  on  with  considemble  success. 

Here  he  mentioned  something  of  the  confiden- 
tial communications  which  he  was  not  now  at 
liberty  to  exptein.  The  gentleman  who  says  that 
two  regiments  are  sufficient  to  garrison  the  forts, 
ought  to  consider  that  garrisoning  those,  is  not  the 
only  object  in  contemplation.  If  we  expect  to 
exist  as  a  nation  we  must  protect  the  whole  fron- 
tier, and  make  it  the  interest  of  the  Indians  to  be 
at  peace  with  us. 
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But  do  gentlemen  consider  the  consequences  of 
throwing  all  internal  defence, and  distant  expedi- 
tions upon  the  militia?  Is  it  not  enough  that  they 
alreadj  stand  as  a  piquet  guard  to  their  brethren 
who  live  at  ease;  that  they  eat  their  bread  in  the 
fear  of  their  lives,  and  are  frequently  embittered 
with  the  view  of  mournful  incidents ;  but  that 
we  must  lay  a  deliberate  plan  for  increasing  the 
number  of  their  fatherless  children  and  childless 
parents? 

To  say  that  those  States  who  have  frontiers, 
ou^ht  to  be  left  to  protect  themselves,  is  a  very 
anti-Federal  sentiment,  which  he  was  sorry  to 
hear  advanced  in  that  House.  Neither  is  it  gene- 
rous to  say^  we  will  pay  the  expense,  and  let  them 
fight  for  us.  Do  gentlemen  contemplate  to  what 
issue  these  principles  would  lead?  'Do  they  not 
observe  that  the  fate  of  the  Government  is  deeply 
involved  in  the  decision?  Perhapjs  I  may  be  ask- 
ed, Did  not  the  States  depend  chiefly  upon  their 
own  exertion  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  un- 
der the  old  Congress?  Yes,  they  did,  and  were 
better  protected  than  since  that  period.  But  let 
it  be  recollected  that  at  the  time  the  States  had 
the  command  of  their  own  resources,  and  the  lay- 
ing and  executing  their  own  plans,  that  the  In- 
dians were  not  so  formidably  combined.  But  that 
since  the  States  had  not  the  power  of  retaliating, 
nor  the  means  of  gratifying  with  presents;  since 
the  Indians  have  been  solemnly  told  to  look  away 
fVom  the  little  fires  of  the  States,  to  the  great  fire 
of  the  Union,  they  have  looked  upon  us  as  a  more 
formidable  and  dangerous  foe,  and  made  their  ar- 
rangements accordmgly,  and  European  nations, 
and  emissaries  among  tnem,  have  improved  upon 
the  circumstance,  and  excited  and  aided  them  in 
their  union  and  exertions. 

He  made  some  further  remarks  on  the  impolicy 
of  oppressing  the  militia  at  Marietta,  dbc.,  and 
asked  if  it  were  possible  that  those  unfortunate 
few  could  be  able  to  protect  the  whole  frontier 
against  the  united  force  of  the  Indians  ? 

He  agreed  with  those  who  said  that  the  sense  of 
the  people  of  America  was  in  favor  of  peace ;  but 
the  question  is  come  to  this.  It  is  not  to  begin  a 
war  that  we  have  raised  this  army^  but  to  procure 
a  peace,  and  so  soon  as  this  end  is  attained,  the 
Army  will  be  dischargped.  It  is  raised  to  protect, 
not  to  oppress,  or  to  aid  in  governing  our  citizens. 
I  know,  said  he,  that  standing  armies  have  always 
been  sources  of  oppression  and  aids  of  tyranny. 
Our  people  may  long  be  governed  without  such 
aids;  their  situation  will  not  admit  of  abuses  from 
standing  armies,  nor  would  the  citizens  submit  to 
them. 

He  was  confident  that  the  Army  would  be  dis- 
eharged  by  the  next  Le^slature,  as  soon  as  a  pros- 
pect of  our  afiairs  will  admit  it.  The  present 
prospects  were  not  of  a  very  flattering  nature,  and 
therefore  it  was  ^ood  policy  to  keep  up  the  force 
at  the  present  crisis;  and  it  would  oe  dangerous 
to  repeal  the  law  under  the  circumstances. 

The  present  Indian  war  is  essentially  different 
from  any  former  one.  When  Britain  and  France 
divided  North  America  betwixt  them,  if  the  emis- 
saries of  both  excited  the  Indians  to  war,  the 


power  of  both  afibrded  protection.  When  Britain 
became  possessed  of  the  Western  posts,  and  manv 
tribes  of^  Indians  commenced  a  war,  the  Britisn 
Grovernment  conducted  the  war,  carried  it  into  the 
Indian  country,  and  by  the  dread  of  their  arms 
procured  peace ;  but  the  Indians  were  not  then 
supported  by  other  Powers.  In  the  present  war, 
the  Indians  who  at  that  time  knew  nothing  of  us, 
have  combined  to  make  it  a  common  cause ;  and 
no  superior  Powers  interest  themselves  in  our  fa- 
vor. No :  they  conceive  our  interest  to  be  inimi- 
cal to  theirs.  j3at  if  thev  did  not  receive  encou- 
ragement protection,  ana  supplies  from  our  supe- 
rior neighbors,  a  peace  would  soon  be  procured.^ 
The  gentlemen  wno  support  this  resolution  know 
well  how  that  matter  stands,  and  they  know  ex- 
planations here  are  not  convenient.  He  conclud- 
ed by  declaring  that  he  could  not  vote  for  the 
motion. 

The  Committee  now  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again. 


Friday,  January  4. 

Samuel  ^Sterrett,  from  Maryland,  appeared 
and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reportea  yesterday  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  to  the  bill  to  make  compensar 
tion  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  certain  persona 
who  were  killed  by  Indians  under  the  sanction  of 
flags  of  truce ;  and  the  same  being  read,  some  were 
agreed  to  and  others  disagreed  to.  And  then  the 
said  bill,  being  further  amended  at  the  Clerk's  ta- 
ble, was,  together  with  the  amendments,  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  enclosing 
lists  of  the  persons  employed  in  the  several  ofr 
ces  of  his  Department,  with  the  salary  allowed  to 
each ;  also,  a  Letter  accompanying  certain  state- 
ments relative  to  foreign  loans,  wnich  have  been 
made  by  the  United  States,  under  the  authority 
of  the  President,  pursuant  to  the  resolutions  of 
this  House  of  the  24th  and  27th  ultimo ;  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  claims 
to  Invalid  Pensions ;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  pro- 
gress. ^ 


Saturday,  January  5. 

A  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Hud- 
son, in  the  State  of  New  York,  was  presented  to 
the  House  and  read,  stating  the  inconveniences 
under  which  they  labor,  from  being  obliged  to  re- 
gister^enter,  and  clear  their  vessels  at  the  port  of 
New  York,  and  praying  that  the  said  city  of  Hud- 
son may  be  made  a  port  of  entry.  Referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  instruction 
to  examine  the  same,  and  report  his  opinion  there- 
upon to  the  House. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  make  compensation  to  tke 
widows  and  orphans  of  certain  persons  who  were 
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killed  by  Indians,  under  the  sanction  of  flags  of 
truce,  was  read  the  third  time  and  jjassed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  the 
copy  of  a  message  of  Cornplanter  and  New  Ar- 
row to  Major  General  Wayne,  dated  the  8ih  of 
December  last,  relative  to  the  measures  which 
they  have  taken  to  conclude  a  Peace,  on  behalf  of 
the  United  States,  with  certain  tribes  of  hostile 
Indians ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

MILITARY  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  motion  of  the  28th 
ultimo,  for  reducing  the  military  establishment 
of  the  United  States : 

Mr.  Moore  said,  that  there  was  not  sufficient 
information  before  the  House  respecting  the  pros- 
pect of  a  peace,  to  warrant  a  sudden  reduction  of 
the  Army.  He  referred  to  the  abuses  which  had 
been  hinted  at  in  some  of  the  branches  dependent 
on  the  War  Establishment,  but  he  did  not  believe 
there  had  been  any  worth  much  notice.  He  also 
mentioned  the  abstruseness  of  attempting  an  in- 
vestigation into  the  origin  of  the  war — whether 
the  frontier  settlers,  or  the  Indians,  were  in  fault, 
was  a  difficult  thing  to  determine ;  out  from  many 
circumstances,  it  appeared  to  him,  the  white  peo- 
ple were  often  guilty  of  committing  depredations. 
This  was,  in  his  opinion,  a  good  reason  why  the 
protection  of  those  frontiers  should  not  be  in- 
trusted to  the  militia  that  would  be  raised  there. 
Shall  we  intrust  the  conduct  of  that  matter  to 
the  very  persons  whom  it  has  been  alleged  are 
often  the  aggressors  ?  Can  the  President,  at  the 
distance  he  is  situated  from  the  Western  Terri- 
tory, check  all  the  irregular  proceedings  that  might 
happen  amongst  such  a  militia  7  There  were  two 
obvious  reasons  for  passing  the  law  of  the  5th  of 
March,  1792,  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  by 
regular  forces.  First,  it  could  not  be  expected 
that  militia  would  always  prove  successful  against 
the  Indians,  because  the  latter  are  gaining  more 
experience  every  day  in  the  mode  oi  warfare,  and 
there  can  be  no  dependence  on  a  treaty  between 
those  militia  and  the  Indians.  The  second  reason 
was,  that  the  President  was  strongly  impressed 
with  the  necessity  of  establishing  the  greatest  de- 
gree of  harmony  between  the  United  States  and 
Uie  Indians,  by  encouraging  and  protecting  a  trade 
with  them,  and  that  this  could  be  easiest  and  best 
effected  by  establishing  a  line  of  forts  along  the 
frontiers,  to  be  garrisoned  by  regular  troops.  Mr. 
M.  next  mentioned  something  of  the  manners  and 
customs  of  the  Indians,  whose  practice  it  is  to 
spend  most  of  their  time  on  their  hunting  grounds, 
leaving  their  old  men,  women,  and  children,  in 
their  towns.  They  have  no  rajular  plan  of  Gro- 
vemment,  and  can  only  be  attached  by  influencing 
some  of  their  chiefs.  The  system  of  harassing 
them  by  burning  and  destroying  their  towns  at 
the  time  they  are  employed  in  hunting,  has  come 
recommended  to  us  by  experience,  and  regular 
troops  are  the  best  to  be  employed  in  this  service. 
Their  present  inexperience  will  soon  be  done  away 


by  a  proper  mode  of  discipline,  and  why  may  not 
these  troops  be  soon  instructed  ?  Are  the)^  not  as 
capable  oi  receiving  instructions  as  militia,  and 
may  we  not  expect  more  subordination  amongst 
them,  than  could  possibly  be  established  over  mi- 
litia ?  He  concluded  by  declaring  himself  against 
the  motion. 

[Here  the  Speaker  informed  the  Chair  that  he 
had  received  a  confidential  Message  from  the  Pre- 
sident. The  Committee  then  rose,  and  the  gal- 
leries were  closed  for  some  time.] 

The  House  having  gone  into  Committee,  the 
debate  was  renewed  by  Mr.  Williamson,  Mr. 
Madison,  and  Mr.  Steele. 

Mr.  Steele  rose  after  Mr.  Madison,  and  said 
he  was  perfectly  in  sentiment  with  that  gentle- 
man, in  regard  to  the  propriety  of  inserting  an 
amendment  to  the  motion,  which  might  secure  a 
sufficient  appropriation  to  carry  on  onensive  ope- 
rations against  the  hostile  Indians,  by  the  militia 
of  the  frontiers ;  and  if  an  alteration  was  pro- 
posed to  that  efiect,  he  would  second  it.  The  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  this  question  speaks  its 
importance ;  it  is  probable  one  more  important 
wifi  not  occur  during  the  present  session.  On  its 
decision  are  suspended  the  hopes  and  fears  of  the 
people  of  this  country,  their  hopes  of  a  speedy  and 
honorable  peace,  and  their  fears  of  a  standing 
army,  with  its  usual  retinue  of  political  evils. 

The  present  is  regarded  as  an  interesting  epoch 
in  the  aflairs  of  the  United  States ;  and  it  has  been 
perceived,  with  serious  regret,  that  while  our  na- 
tional character  is  forming,  (he  hoped  it  was  not 
yet  formed,)  it  seems  to  partake,  in  some  respects, 
more  of  the  unnatural  spirit  of  Monarchy,  than  of 
the  mild  and  conciliatory  temper  of  a  Republic. 
The  principle  of  keeping  up  standing  armies, 
thougn  highly  obnoxious  to  the  great  b^y  of  the 
people,  has  not  been  equally  so  to  the  Govern- 
ment i  they  have  been  maintained  and  increased 
without  affording  protection,  or  even  defence  to 
the  frontiers.  The  supplies  necessary  to  support 
the  establishment  begin  to  discover  an  alarming 
derangement  of  the  public  finances,  and  it  is  now 
incumbent  on  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
check  this  growing  mischief. 

Mr.  S.  then  adverted  to  the  effects  of  standing 
armies  on  the  morals  and  political  sentiments  en 
the  people,  wherever  they  had  been  employed ;  of 
the  expensiveness  of  all  such  establishments,  and 
of  the  wicked  purposes  to  which  they  had  been, 
and  might  be,  subservient.  He  said  ne  had  pre- 
pared himself  to  have  spoken  largely  to  this  point, 
and  to  have  quoted  the  pernicious  effects  of  such 
a  policy  in  other  nations ;  but  the  debate  having 
been  already  lengthy,  and  the  Committee  proba- 
bly faligued,  it  would  be  sufficient  for  his  present 
Surpose,  for  the  members  to  make  their  own  re- 
ections,  and  to  mark  the  rapid  progression  of  the 
Army  from  1789  to  1792,  both  in  numbers  and  ex- 
penses. Instances  from  foreign  history  are  super- 
fluous, when  our  own  affords  such  ample  testi- 
mony. The  establishment  began  with  one  regi- 
ment :  it  is  now  five.  The  House  was  called  on 
1789  to  appropriate  a  little  more  than  $100,000  for 
that  Department;   in  the  present    year,  above 
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$1,000^000  is  demanded.  The  reason  of  this  ex- 
traordinary additional  expenditure,  this  unex- 
pected increase  of  the  Army,  if  not  enveloped  in 
darkness,  has  been  founded  on  policy  hitherto  not 
satisfactorily  explained.  He  said,  however  liehtly 
he  was  disposed  to  touch  this  part  of  the  subject, 
he  could  not  avoid  reminding  the  Committee  of 
the  memorable  sentiments  of  1776,  in  regard  to 
standing  armies ;  of  the  universal  abhorrence  of 
the  Americans  to  them  at  that  time ',  and,  to  illus- 
trate it  more  clearly,  he  read  the  expressions  of 
some  of  the  States  in  their  Bills  of  Right.  These 
were  the  sentiments  of  the  Whigs  of  1776,  and  to 
such  Whigs  he  wished  to  appeal  on  this  occasion. 
He  also  reminded  the  Coomiittee  of  the  recent 
debates  of  1788,  of  the  amendments  proposed  in 
several  of  the  State  Conventions,  of  the  unanimity 
which  prevailed  among  all  ranks  of  people  on  this 
particular  point ;  and  it  is  now  to  be  lamented, 
said  he,  that  whUe  the  ink  which  recorded  these 
objections  to  the  Constitution  is  yet  drying,  the 
evil  then  predicted  has  taken  place. 

If  there  is  a  subject  on  whicn  much  deliberation 
is  unnecessary,  in  order  to  form  a  right  opinion,  it 
would  be  in  regard  to  military  establishments. 
The  feelings  of  a  free  people  revolt  at  their  con- 
tinuance, and  every  man  who  reads  or  thinks,  can 
point  out  their  dsuigers.  He  said  he  felt  more 
anxiety  for  the  fate  of  this  motion,  than  commonly 
marks  his  conduct,  because  this  is  the  last  session 
that  will  ever  afford  him  an  opportunity  to  trouble 
the  House  with  his  sentiments  on  this  or  any  other 
subject.  The  motion  was  brought  forward  to 
discharge  a  duty  which  he  owed  to  his  constitu- 
ents, to  satisfy  his  own  conscience,  and  to  afford 
that  protection  to  the  frontiers  which  they  de- 
serred,  and  to  save  the  public  money.  If  an  un- 
common degree  of  zeal  was  discovered  in  sup- 
porting the  motion,  it  ought  to  be  attributed  to 
these,  and  no  other  motives. 

The  question  will  now  soon  be  taken ;  if  adopt- 
ed, I  shsul  be  amonff  those  who  rejoice ;  if  rejected, 
among  those  who  have  always  submitted  with  a 
proper  degree  of  decency  to  the  decision  of  the 
majority.  But  in  any  eventj  the  public  will  know 
that  we  have  asserted  the  sense  of  the  people 
against  standing  armies,  that  we  are  anxious  to 
deiend  the  frontiers  against  their  enemies ;  that 
we  have  recommendea  a  system  of  economy  and 
efficiency,  instead  of  profusion  and  delay ;  that  we 
have  recommended  a  system  calculated  to  produce 
victory  and  peace,  instead  of  disgrace  and  war, 
and  that  we  wish  to  rescue  the  Government  from 
the  intoxication  of  the  times,  and  all  the  apery  of 
nulitary  establishments. 

He  said  he  had  been  attentive  to  the  arguments 
of  the  opposition,  and  they  led  principally  to  four 
points.  If  neither  of  these  positions  be  found  tena- 
ble, the  motion  will  certainly  succeed ;  and  that 
they  are  not  tenable,  is  believed  and  will  be  shown. 

1st.  It  has  been  boldly  asserted  that  the  Presi- 
DBNT  is  the  author  of  the  existing  system. 

2dly.  They  call  in  question  the  smcerity  of  our 
declarations  m  wishing  to  afford  effectual  protect- 
ion to  the  frontiers. 

3dly.  They  deny  the  competency  of  the  militia. 


4thly.  The  impolicy  of  reducing  the  establish- 
ment, when  a  treaty  is  expected. 

In  regard  to  the  nrst.  we  deny  that  the  Presi- 
dent is  the  author  of  tnis  plan  of  prosecuting  the 
war,  not  having  avowed  explicitly  nlmself  that  he 
is  so,  no  document  appearing  to  confirm  that  opin- 
ion, we  are  justified  m  attributing  a  system  which 
appears  to  us  ineffectual  to  his  Secretary  and  not 
to  nim. 

It  is  true,  that  the  Secretary  is  only  a  finger  of 
his  hand  and  the  intimate  connexion  which  must 
of  necessity  subsist  between  them,  perhaps  is  the 
ground  upon  which  the  assertion  has  been  made. 
The  Secretaries  are  all  equallv  near  to  the  Presi- 
dent, and  if  it  be  admitted  that  he  is  the  author 
of  this,  he  may  with  equal  propriety,  be  said  to 
have  been  the  author  of  every  system  on  general 
subjects  which  either  of  them  have  recommended. 

Was  he  the  author  of  the  report  on  the  fisheries? 
Was  he  the  author  of  the  plan  for  establishing  the 
National  Bank?  It  is  known  that  he  was  not,  and 
circumstances  mi^ht  be  mentioned  (which  are 
withheld  from  debcacy)  to  confirm  this  opinion. 

Was  he  the  author  of  the  Funding  System? 
Some  gentlemen  in  the  opposition  to  this  motion, 
would  not  be  willing  to  give  the  President  that 
credit  if  he  claimed  it,  and  some  who  support  this 
motion  would  not  onlv  be  sorry  that  the  Presi- 
dent had  even  claimed  such  a  credit,  but  believe 
that  it  was  in  no  respect  attributable  to  him.  The 
same  gentleman,  [Mr.  Wadsworth,]  who  first 
asserted  that  the  President  was  the  author  of  this 
military  plan,  in  the  same  speech  admitted  it  to 
be  the  War,  as  well  as  the  plan  of  the  House,  and 
then  argued  on  the  necessity  oi  stability  in  our 
measures.  It  is  not  very  material  to  the  present 
question  whose  plan  it  is,  being  a  public  measure, 
we  are  justified  m  offering  our  objections  to  it.  ana 
this  is  the  first  time  that  I  have  heard  it  publicly 
asserted  that  a  Grovemment  should  persevere  in 
an  error,  because  they  had  undertaken  it.  If  the 
plan  be  a  good  one,  it  may  be  supported  by  reason; 
if  a  bad  one,  no  name  ought  to  be  called  in  to  prop 
it  up. 

The  inconsistency  of  that  gentleman's  [Mr. 
Wadsworth's]  arguments  not  only  supports  the 
motion  before  the  Committee,  but  shows  the 
wretched  shifts  which  have  been  used  to  defeat  it. 

It  has  been  said,  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  that 
individual  members,  and  even  this  House,  are  in- 
competent to  decide  upon  the  efScacv  or  inefScacy 
of  military  plans.  In  answer  to  tnis  it  may  he 
said,  that  if  we  are  not  all  Generals,  we  are  all 
members,  and  that  we  have  the  privilege  of  think- 
ing for  ourselves  and  for  our  constituents.  To  ad- 
mit this  doctrine  in  the  latitude  which  has  been 
expressed,  would  be  to  introduce  military  ideas 
indeed  j  it  would  be  to  make  soldiers  of  us,  instead 
of  Le^lators:  nay,  worse  than  that,  it  would  be 
to  revive  the  exploded  doctrines  of  passive  obedi- 
ence, and  non-resistance. 

In  resard  to  the  sincerity  of  hift  intentions  to 
afford  effectual  protection  to  the  frontiers,  Mr.  S. 
said  that  he  had  been  sufficiently  explicit,  that  a 
feeling  for  the  sufferers  had  dictated  this  motion ; 
that  he  was  sorry  that  it  had  been  whispered  iu 
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the  ears  of  some  of  the  members  that  it  vna  in- 
tended to  withhold  the  necessary  appropriations, 
and  divert  them  to  other  purposes. 

If  two  regiments  were  insumcient  to  garrison  all 
the  posts  nece8sar3r  for  defence,  he  would  even, 
under  certain  restrictions,  consent  to  continue  the 
three  sub-legions,  thereby  enabling  the  Presidbht 
to  establish  double  the  number  of  posts  now  erect- 
ed if  he  should  deem  it  advisable.  Regular  troops 
being  incapable  of  active  expeditions  against  In- 
dians in  the  wilderness,  his  wish  was  to  abandon 
that  system  and  confine  them  entirely  to  the  gar- 
rison. 

The  next  objection  to  the  motion  is  the  incom- 
petency of  the  militia,  and  to  support  this  opinion 
the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Wad8- 
wobth]  has  made  this  expression,  "  that  as  to  the 
expedition  under  Qeneral  St.  Clair,  the  regulars 
were  few,  and  not  to  be  named  when  compared 
with  the  number  of  the  militia."  The  truth  is, 
there  was  not  a  man  engaged  that  day  as  a  militia 
man,  except  the  advance  guard  commanded  by 
Colonel  Oldham,  which  consisted  of  about  three 
hundred,  perhaps  a  few  more,  the  field  return  of 
the  day  preceding  the  action  being  in  the  War 
Office,  this  can  be  ascertained  with  precision.  The 
balance  of  the  army  on.  that  imfortunate  day,  had 
been  enlisted  as  regulars,  were  fought  as  regulars, 
even  clothed  as  regulars,  and  poor  fellows,  diea 
like  regulars.  They  suffered  the  fate  which  awaits 
every  rejonilar  army  destined  for  similar  expedi- 
tions. Even  the  handful  of  militia  employed  that 
dav,  did  not  deserve  that  name ;  they  vrere  chiefly 
somtitutes  for  draughted  men  from  the  ceded  ter- 
ritory. This  draught'  became  unavoidable,  from 
a  misfortune  to  Qeneral  Sevier,  which  Mr.  Stbblb 
related. 

The  attack  on  Major  Adair  has  also  been  men- 
tioned, as  a  proof  of  the  incompetency  of  militia, 
and  Mr.  S.  insisted  that  the  only  inference  which 
could  be  drawn  from  thence  was,  that  one  hun- 
dred militia  were  able  to  repeL  but  not  destroy 
near  two  hundred  Indians.  Tnis  event  he  con- 
ceived was  in  favor  of  and  not  against  his  motion. 

He  next  adrerted  to  the  arguments  of  Mr. 
Wadsworth,  in  regard  to  the  war  of  1762;  of  the 
establishment  of  posts  in  Pennsylvania  and  Vir- 
ginia^ and  of  the  success  of  Colonel  Boquet's  ex- 
pedition. If  two  worn  out  regiments  at  that  time 
were  sufficient  to  defend  the  frontiers,  and,  with 
the  aid  of  the  militia,  to  terminate  the  vrar,  two 
new  regiments,  with  all  the  vigor  which  the 
gentleman  described  them  to  possess,  with  the  aid 
of  established  posts,  and  a  much  more  effective 
militia,  can  certainly  be  equal  to  the  same  end. 
After  examining  Mr.  W.*s  arguments  for  some 
time,  Mr.  S.  said,  that  when  analyzed,  it  would  be 
kmna  that  they  proved  more  than  they  were  in- 
tended to  prove ;  but  the  merits  of  this  motion  did 
not  require  that  he  should  take  advantage  of  these 
indiscretions. 

He  showed  from  the  history  of  1762,  that  thoiu^h 
posts  were  estaUished,  with  a  handful  of  regubr 
troops  in  each,  they  never  answered  the  purpose 
ef  effectual  protection;  but  the  frontier  people 
were  ahmys  oUiged,  in  a  great  degree,  to  defend 


themselves ;  that  they  were  best  calculated  for  that 
service,  and  that  they  would  perform  it  now  with 
alacrity  and  success,  if  well  rewarded. 

Mr.  S.  then  refuted  the  objection  against  the 
militia  on  account  of  their  waste  and  expense 
which  Mr.  W.  had  alluded  to.  The  law  allows  a 
mounted  volunteer,  furnishing  himself  with  a  good 
horse,  good  arms,  provisions,  and  every  other  ne- 
cessary, except  ammunition,  at  his  own  risk  and 
expense,  one  dollar  per  day.  The  exact  expense, 
of  such  an  expedition  can  oe  calculated.  Whether 
successful  or  not,  the  charge  to  the  public  cannot 
be  increased.  The  contractors,  quarter-masters, 
and  hospital  departments,  are  all  avoided,  with  the 
abuses,  expenses,  and  frauds,  attending  such  esta- 
blishments. Mr.  S.  enlarged  upon  this  point,  and 
said  that  these  were  always  found  to  be  the  most 
expensive  departments  in  an^  army,  and  that  the 
Federal  Treasury  had  felt  their  effects  already.  In 
favor  of  the  militia,  it  may  be  asked,  who  fought 
the  battle  of  Bunker's  Hill?  Who  fought  the 
battle  of  New  Jersey?  Who  have  fought  the  In- 
dians so  often  with  success,  under  Oenerals  Wil- 
kinson, Scott,  Sevier,  and  others?  Who  marched 
in  1776  under  Qeneial  Rutherford,  through  the 
Cherokee  nation,  laid  waste  their  country,  and 
forced  them  to  peace?  Who  fought  the  battles  of 
Georgia,  under  Clark  and  Twiggs?  Who  fought 
the  battles  of  South  Carolina,  under  the  command 
of  an  honorable  member  now  present  ?  Delicacj 
forbids  me  to  enlarge  upon  his  successes  in  his 
presence. 

Who  fought  the  ever-memorable  battles  of 
Cowpens,  King's  Mountain,  Hanging  Rock,  Black- 
stocks,  the  pivots  on  which  the  Kevolution  turned 
in  the  Southern  States?  In  short,  who  fou^t  all 
the  battles  of  the  Southern  States,  while  we  had 
a  mere  handful  of  regular  troop^,  scarcely  the 
shadow,  much  less  the  reality  of  an  army? 

They  were  all  fought  by  freemen,  the  substan- 
tial freeholders  of  the  country :  the  men  attached 
to  the  Revolution  from  principle :  men  who  were 
sensible  of  their  rights  and  fought  for  them. 

Such  men  will  not  enlist  in  regular  armies,  not 
wiU  any  one  who  has  the  disposition  or  the  con- 
stitution of  a  freeman.  It  would  give  me  pain  to 
describe  the  trash  which  composes  all  reguhor 
armies:  they  enlist  for  three  dollars  a  month; 
which,  in  a  country  like  the  United  States,  is  a 
sufficient  description  of  their  bodies  as  weU  as  their 
minds.  Such  men  are  not  fit  to  combat  the  most 
active  enemy  in  the  world.  Here  Mr.  S.  read 
Major  Gaither's  and  Major  Trueman's  depositions, 
respecting  the  defeat  of'^the  4th  November,  1791, 
stating  that  they  could  not  see  the  Indians,  because 
they  were  behind  trees,  dbc.;  that  the  regular  troops 
tried,  but  could  not  fiffht  that  way;  that  they 
seemed  to  be  stupid,  and  incapable  of  resistance ; 
and  that  if  any  General  in  the  world  had  com* 
manded  such  men  that  day,  he  must  have  been 
defeated  as  they  were. 

An  additional  argument  and  one  of  the  mo^t 
weig[hty,  too,  against  regunr  expeditions,  in  this 
species  <H  warfare,  is,  that,  by  the  slowness  of  their 
movements,  the  force  of  the  enemy  may  be  con- 
centfaied ;  time  is  aibrded  them  to  farm  allianoet, 
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and  to  confederate  against  those  whom  they  con- 
sider a  common  enemy.  It  is  otherwise  with 
militia -incursions.  He  offered  a  number  of  rea- 
sons to  show  that  it  was  so,  and  how  essential  for 
the  interest  oi  the  United  States  to  adopt  a  policy 
cakulated  to  detach  the  tribes  from  each  other  as 
much  as  possible. 

But  it  has  been  said,  these  men  were  not  regu- 
lar troops.  Mr.  S.  asked,  what,  then,  were  they  ? 
They  surely  were  not  militia.  The  last  objec- 
tion, and  the  least  serious  of  all,  to  this  motion,  is 
the  expectations  of  a  treaty  in  tne  Spring.  Mr.  S. 
said,  it  he  thought  the  gentleman  who  threw  this 
difficulty  in  the  way  believed  himself  that  we 
have  any  reason  to  expect  a  permanent  peace 
firom  the  treaty  now  proposed,  it  may  deserve  an 
answer.  Facts  are  more  to  be  relied  upon  than 
words.  From  the  channel  through  which  these 
propositions  have  come — from  the  whole  com- 

aexion  of  their  talks,  and  from  the  late  attack  on 
iajor  Adair,  it  may  safely  be  asserted  that  no 
peace  can  be  effected  in  the  Spring.  He  recapitu- 
mted  some  of  the  difficulties  which  this  motion  had 
to  conflict  with,  and  said  that  he  could  mention 
others,  if  he  was  at  liberty  to  do  so.  Under  such 
circumstances,  success  is  hardly  to  be  expected ;  but 
he  knew  the  merits  of  the  motion  deserved  it. 

Mr.  HiLLHOUSB,  who  h&d  hitherto  sat  silent, 
observed  that  nothing  new  had  been  advanced,  in 
the  whole  course  of  this  long  debate,  but  what  he 
had  heard  mentioned  last  Winter  in  that  House. 
He  was  then  opposed  in  principle  to  a  war  esla- 
bliahment,  and  he  still  retamed  tne  same  opinion ; 
hut,  from  the  complexion  of  affairs^  it  appoured  to 
him  that  he  ought  to  submit,  and  five  up  his  own 
opinion  to  the  general  sense  of  me  Legislature, 
which  at  present  seemed  to  be  for  persevering  in 
the  system  already  adopted,  and  which,  as  it  had 
scarcely  had  time  n>r  a  fair  trial,  he  thought,  there- 
fore^ ought  not  to  be  arrested,  perhaps  in  the  very 
instuit  when  its  effieacy  was  to  be  expected,  if 
peace  should  not  be  established  during  the  next 
Summer,  he  would  then  join  with  such  members 
as  would  propose  a  better  system ;  but  as  the  law 
provides  lor  the  discretionary  powers  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive, it  would  be  best  to  rely  on  than.  A 
standing  army,  he  said,  was  a  thing  impossible  to 
be  accomplished  in  the  United  States  whilst  the 
House  of  Representatives  have  the  power  of  grant- 
ing money  only  for  two  years  at  any  time ;  he 
therefore  had  no  fears  on  that  score.  An  army 
existmg  in  time  of  peace  was  the  idea  he  had  of  a 
standing  army,  and  not  an  army  embodied  for 
only  a  year  or  two.  Upon  the  whole,  it  would  be 
as  expensive  to  disband  the  present  force,  and  to 
institute  another  of  militia,  d«.,  as  it  will  be  to  keep 
1^  the  existing  establishment  for  a  Uttte  longer 
time ;  it  was  therefore  his  advice  to  let  the  matter 
rest  where  it  is,  with  the  Bixecutive,  for  the  pre- 
sent But,  in  case  of  a  peace  not  being  accom- 
plished withift  a  reasonabte  peaiod^  he  wotild  join 
liR>fe  who  wouM  be  for  a  change  m  the  system ; 
md  he  wai  dearly  of  opinion  mt  a  system  mijsfht 
easily  be  adopted,  not  only  to  protect  our  frontiers 
by  repelling  the  savages,  but  to  exterminate  them 
•Moge:htr. 


Mr.  FiNOLBY  felt  himself  inclined  to  say  a  word 
or  two  more  in  reply  to  Mr.  Stbele.  He  thought 
it  would  be  unjust  to  lay  so  much  of  the  weight 
of  protecting  the  frontiers  on  the  militia  only. 
He  expatiated  on  the  meaning  of  the  word  militia 
as  denned  by  law,  &c.  He  also  remarked  that) 
however  it  might  be  fashionable  to  despise  thcL 
levies,  yet  amongst  them  there  were  examples  of 
great  bravery  to  be  found,  and  particularly  in  one 
battalion  of  the  unfortunate  army  on  the  4th  of 
November,  1791.  He  noticed  the  well-conducted 
retreat  of  Major  Clabk,  and  the  success  of  Gene- 
ral Brodhead  up  the  Alleghany.  It  was  unjust  to 
expect  to  raise  enough  of  militia  in  the  bacK  parts 
of  Pennsylvania ;  and  the  inhabitants  of  Virginia 
are  so  dispersed  near  the  frontiers  that  they  can- 
not be  expected  firom  that  State.  With  respeet 
to  the  men  who  went  out  with  (General  Harmar, 
and  whose  time  of  enlistment  expired  soon  after 
they  reached  the  scene  of  operations,  many  of 
them  remained  and  settled  in  that  country.  He 
aeain  repeated  the  injustice  of  calling  out  heads 
of  families  from  (me  part  of  the  frontier;  and, 
above  all,  he  lamented  the  risk  and  loss  of  lives» 
But,  if  it  should  be  determined  to  carry  on  the  war 
with  mUitia,  let  them  be  called  firom  all  parts  of 
the  United  States.  The  burden  already  laid  on 
a  part  of  the  inhabitants  is  extremely  unequal, 
and  must  not  lay  longer  on  them.  Let  the  troops 
now  raising  be  disciplined.  I  am  informed  that 
many  of  them  are  considerably  advanced  in  point 
of  discipline,  and  may  before  Spring  become  ex- 
pert soldiers.  Let  these  go  on  in  the  present  sys- 
tem, and  let  the  militia  also  be  kept  up  or  m- 
creased,  until  the  object  shall  be  attained  for  which 
the  law  was  intended,  and  then,  and  not  before,  it 
may  be  proper  to  talk  of  reducing  the  present 
establishm^it.  We  are  now  in  a  situation  that  it 
would  be  extremely  imprudent  to  retreat  from. 

Mr.  MuBRAY  delivered  some  opinions  on  the 
lureceding  arguments  of  all  the  members,  and  re- 
marked that  the  army,  under  the  present  esta- 
blishment, had  no  right  to  be  compared  to  or 
called  a  standing  army ;  it  bore  no  more  compati- 
son  to  a  standing  army  than  a  cameleon  to  an  owl. 

Mr.  Wadsworth  closed  this  tedious  debate 
with  a  few  further  exj^anations.  He  accounted 
for  the  difference  between  his  calculations  and 
those  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  by 
observing  that  he  got  some  of  his  statements  from 
the  War  Office.  Mr.  Stbble's  were  taken  from 
the  appropriation  laws,  and  in  one  instance  he 
had  underrated  the  appropriations.  With  regard 
to  the  opinions  he  had  delivered  on  the  miCtia. 
he^had  never  meant  to  traduce  the  character  of 
miUtia,  because  he  had  oit&i  experienced  their 
brilliant  actions ;  his  arguments  went  no  further 
than  to  qhowdiat  the  operations  of  regular  troops 
were  in  general  more  effectuaL  He  never  wished 
to  detratt  firom  the  honor  of  militia,  but  only  to 
rdknark  that  they  were  not  so  efficient  as  regular 
troops. 

The  question  on  the  original  motion  being  now 
put,  was  negatived. 

Mr.  WiLLiAMaoM  did  not  entirely  approve  of 
the  motion  in  its  present  form ;  the  Uanks  might 
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be  so  filled,  he  thought,  as  to  import  a  thing  oppo- 
site to  his  wishes — they  might  import  a  discharge 
oi  the  regular  troops  already  raised.  He  believed 
his  colleague  had  no  such  desire ;  he  thought  the 
measure  would  be  improper ;  but  he  wished  not 
to  have  a  resiment  of  officers  without  soldiers ; 
he  wished  to  fix  a  time  at  which  the  recruiting 
service  should  cease  and  the  supernumerary  offi- 
cers should  be  discharged.  As  he  intended  to 
move  that  the  proposition  might  be  so  amended, 
he  should  consider  it  in  that  light,  and  he  believed 
the  measure  would  not  be  imprudent  nor  incon- 
sistent with  the  most  vigorous  measures  of  defence 
or  offi^ce. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  House  of 
Representatives,  when  they  had  the  bill  before 
them,  which  last  Winter  passed  into  a  law,  for 
defending  the  frontiers,  sent  it  to  the  Senate,  with 
a  clause  importing  that  officers  below  the  rank  of 
field-officers  should  not  be  put  into  commission 
any  faster  than  troops  could  be  enlisted.  The 
Senate,  adherins^  to  their  privilege,  refused  to 
agree  to  that  cbuse  in  the  bill,  and  it  became 
necessary  immediately  to  commission  the  officers 
for  five  thousand  men,  some  of  whom,  if  report 
speaks  truth,  not  covetous  of  honor,  are  content 
with  their  pay,  without  having  raised  three  men. 
By  the  proposed  amendment  the  officers  only 
would  be  dismissed,  whom  most  of  us  wished 
never  to  have  seen  in  commission. 

The  proposed  reflation  has  been  censured  as 
implicating  some  Eind  of  censure  on  the  Execu- 
tive. He  viewed  it  in  a  different  light.  The 
Executive  had  done  what  was  proper  and  neces- 
sary at  the  time.  But  if  it  should  appear  that 
other  measures  would  fit  the  change  or  circum- 
stances, he  did  not  see  why  those  measures  should 
not  be  adopted.  It  should  be  recollected  that, 
during  the  last  Winter,  when  the  estimate  of  five 
thousand  men  as  necessary  for  the  defence  of  our 
frontier  was  handed  to  Uongress,  there  was  no 
Militia  law.  A  well-armed  effective  militia,  that 
Palladium  of  Liberty,  had  once  and  again  been 
recommended  by  the  pRssinENT  to  the  attention  of 
Congr^ ;  but  Congress,  from  year  to  year,  as  if 
they  wished  for  a  standing  army,  had  neglected 
the  militia.  Towards  the  close  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, indeed,  they  passed  a  law.  He  hoped  he 
might,  without  offence^  call  it  the  shadow  of  a 
law.  It  was  saying,  m  a  few  words,  that  the 
several  States  might  have  a  cood  militia  if  they 
pleased;  and,  if  they  pleased,  they  might  have 
none  at  all.  Was  the  Executive  to  trust  the  de- 
fence of  a  country  to  a  militia  formed  under  such 
a  law  ?  He  thought  not.  But  he  observed  that, 
since  the  last  Winter,  it  had  come  to  be  generally 
known  that  a  class  of  our  fellow-citizena  exist  on 
the  frontiers  who  are  at  all  times  reUdy  ^o  serve, 
not  as  drafted  militia,  but  as  volunteers.  These 
are  the  men  bv  whom  the  Indians  must  be  chas- 
tized, or  we  snail  never  have  peace.  They  ate 
the  best  woodsmen  and  marksmen,  and  they  have 
no  professional  interest  in  spinning  out  the  war. 
He  must  repeat  the  observation  that  volunteers  of 
the  militia  are  the  only  troops  for  vigorous  offen- 
sive operations.    Figure  to  yourselves  an  army  of 


regulars  creeping  through  the  wilderness,  with  all 
its  cannon  and  other  military  apparatus,  in  chase 
of  a  naked  savage,  who  sees  it  witnout  being  seen. 
It  is  an  elephant  in  chase  of  a  wolf  The  troops 
already  raised  may  be  pretty  well  disciplined  be- 
fore the  season  for  action;  they  are  sufficient, 
with  the  co-operation  of  the  militia,  to  take  a 
post,  and  build  forts  where  they  please;  every- 
thing ebe  is  beyond  their  power,  if  they  were  not 
five  but  fifteen  thousand.  They  will  never  see 
an  Indian  unless  he  chooses  to  be  seen.  He  wished 
to  be  indulged  in  a  single  observation  respecting 
a  case  in  which  it  was  said,  the  odier  day,  the 
militia  had  been  surprised.  He  was  sorry  that 
his  naming  Major  Adair  had  produced  the  remark. 
He  would  nevertheless  venture  to  repeat  the  case 
as  an  instance  of  vigilance  and  bravery.  The 
Major,  believing  there  was  an  enemy  at  hand,  had 
visited  all  his  posts  at  midnight  in  person;  his 
Lieutenant,  Madison,  before  me  dawn  of  day, 
roused  all  the  men,  telling  them  that  the  Indians 
were  coming.  The  Major,  wishing  to  leave  the 
around  before  daylight,  called  in  the  sentinels; 
but  the  Indians,  rusning  in  with  them^  save  a 
heavy  fire  before  there  was  light  by  which  they 
could  be  seen.  The  Major  had  not  the  merit,  as 
he  believed,  of  having  been  a  Continental  officer, 
but  he  had  the  merit,  not  less  iionorable,  of  havinff 
served  bravely  in  the  militia.  He  questioned 
whether  any  of  the  green  troops  to  be  recruited 
next  Spring  or  Summer  will  make  so  good  a  de- 
fence as  Major  Adair's  militia  had  made.  They 
had  taken  scalp  for  scalp,  though  they  fousht 
against  the  odds  of  three  to  one.  He  prayed  it 
might  be  remembered  that  his  ideas  were  not 
founded  on  any  hopes  of  sudden  peace  with  the 
Indians;  on  the  contrary,  every  motion  of  the 
Indians,  and  every  measure  taken  bj  those  who 
had  most  influence  over  the  Indians,  mduced  him 
to  regard  an  Indian  war  as  the  perpetual  tax  of  at 
least  one  million  per  annum.  It  is  fortunate,  as 
he  conceived,  that  the  United  States  know  the 
source  of  their  misfortunes ;  and  \£  they  are  com- 
pelled to  spend  one  million  per  annum  in  opposing 
a  savage  enemy,  who  seems  to  be  hunted  upon 
them,  perhaps  they  may  be  tauffht  to  indemnify 
themselves  by  refusing  to  expend  several  millions 
which  they  can  easily  save.  If  a  perpetual  tax 
on  this  head  must  ble  raised,  sound  policy  will 
readily  point  to  the  proper  object  of  taxation ;  but 
this  must  remain  over  for  our  successors.  In  the 
mean  time,  believing  that  the  troops  already  raised 
are  sufficient  to  mamtain  every  fort  that  is  or  may 
be  erected,  and  being  confident  that  volunteers 
may  be  found  at  any  time  sufficient,  if  it  shall  be 
necessary  to  extirpate  every  hostile  tribe  of  In- 
dians, he  should  vote  for  the  proposition  with  the 
proposed  amendment. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  W.'s  amend- 
ment, VIZ : 

*<  Reiolvedf  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring 
bill  to  reduce  the  militaiy  estahlidmient  of  tiia 


m  a 


United  States  to regiments^  to  comist  of  the  moi 

who  are  now  in  service,  or  who  may  be  recmited  bofowi 
the day  of next,"  dec* — 

was  negatived — 22  to  24.    The  question  then 
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om  the  original  resoludon,  as  mored  by  Mr. 
Steele;  wmch^  bein^  put,  it  was  negatived — 21 
members  only  rising  m  favor  of  it.  The  Com- 
mittee then  rose,  and  the  (Chairman  reported  ac- 
cordingly. The  report  was  laid  on  the  table,  and 
the  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  January  7. 

Mr.  LivERHORE,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  repeal  part  of  a  resolution  of 
Congress  of  the  29th  of  August,  1788,  respecting 
the  inhabitants  of  Post  Saint  Vincents  \  which  was 
received,  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Laurance.  from  the  committee  to  whom 
•was  re-committea  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  1793, 
reported  an  amendatory  bill;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whok  House  immediately. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
said  Committee,  and,  alter  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Uommittee 
had  had  the  said  bill  imder  consideration,  and 
made  no  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  a«^n  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  regulate 
the  claims  to  Invalid  Pensions ;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  re- 
ported progress. 


ToESDAT,  January  8. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Government  for  the  year  1793,  which  lay  on  the 
table ;  and  the  said  oill  being  amended,  was,  to- 
gether with  the  amendments,  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  entitled  ^  An 
act  in  addition  to  the  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  es- 
tablish the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States ; " 
to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  accompanying  a  re- 

e»rt  of  the  assays  and  experiments  made  by  the 
irector  of  the  Mint,  on  the  gold  and  silver  coins 
of  France,  En^rland.  Spain,  and  Portugal,  pursu- 
ant to  the  order  ot  the  29th  of  November  last ; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate  entitled  ^^  An  act 
in  addition  to  the  act  entitled  ^  An  act  to  establish 
the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States, "  was 
read  twice,  and  committed. 

MILITARY  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
the  28th  ultimo,  for  reducing  the  Military  Estab- 
lishment of  the  United  States,  to  which  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  had  reported  their  dis- 
agreement on  Saturday  last.    Whereupon, 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  amend  the 

same  by  striking  out  the  words  "each  of 

non-commissioned  ofl^ers,  privates,  and  musi- 
eiaas,"  and  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof,  tne  words  ^  of 


non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and 

of  the  privates  who  are  now  in  service,  or 

may  be  recruited  before  the day  of 

next" 

And  the  question  being  put  thereupon,  it  passed 
in  the  negative — yeas  26,  nays  32,  as  follows : 

YxA8< — John  Baptist  Adie,  Abraham  Olark,  Elbridge 
Gerry,  William  B.  Griles,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Benjamin 
Goodhue,  Christopher  Greenup,  William  Barry  Grove, 
Richard  Bland  Lee,  George  Leonard,  Samuel  Liver- 
more,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madison,  John  Frauds 
Mercer,  Andrew  Moore,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Alexander  D. 
Onr,  Joaiah  Parker»  Jeremiah  fonith,  John  Steele,  Tho- 
mas Bumpter,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor 
Tucker,  Abraham  Venable,  Artemas  Ward,  and  Hugh 
Williamson. 

Natb.^ — Fisher  Ames,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Robert 
Barnwell,  Egbert  Benson,  Elias  Boudinot,  Shear- 
jashub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Jonathan  Dayton, 
William  Findley,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  Andrew  Gregg, 
Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Heister,  James  HiUhpuse, 
Daniel  Huger,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John  Wilkes  Kittera, 
John  Laurance,  John  MiUedge,  Frederick  Augustus 
Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Murray,  Cornelius  0. 
Schoonmaker,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Peter  Sylvester, 
Israel  Smith,  William  Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Jona- 
than Sturges,  George  Thatcher,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth, 
Alexander  White,  and  Frands  Willis. 

And  then  the  main  question  being  put,  that  the 
House  do  agree  to  the  said  motion,  it  passed  in 
the  negative — yeas  20,  nays  36,  as  follows: 

YiAs. — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Clark,  Wil- 
liam B.  Giles,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue, 
Christopher  Greenup,  William  Barry  Grove,  Greorge 
Leonard,  Samuel  Livermore,  Nathaniel  Macon,  John 
Francis  Meroer,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Alexander  D.  Orr, 
Joaiah  Parker,  Jeremiah  Smith,  John  Steele,  Thomas 
Sumpter,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham  VenaUe,  and 
Artemas  Ward. 

NATSw^-Fisher  Ames,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Robert 
Barnwell,  Egbert  Benson,  Elias  Boudinot,  Shearja- 
shub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Jonathan  DaytoUi 
William  Findley,  Thomas  Fitssimons,  Elbridge  Gerry, 
Andrew  Gregg,  Thomas  Hartley,  James  Hillhouse, 
Daniel  Huger,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John  Wilkes  Kittera, 
John  Laurance,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  John  Milledge, 
Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  Wil- 
liam Vans  Murray,  Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker,  Theo- 
dore Sedgwick,  Peter  SyWester,  Israel  Smith,  William 
Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Jonsithan  Sturges,  George 
Thatcher,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Jeremiah  Wads- 
worth,  Alexander  White,  Hugh  Williamson,  and  Fran- 
cis Wiltis. 

Ordered^  That  the  committee  to  whom  was 
committed  the  Letter  and.  Representation  from 
the  Chief  Justice  and  Associate  Judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States,  referred  to  in 
the  Presiobnt's  Message  of  the  7th  of  November 
last,  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  tne  same. 

The  House  asain  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the 
claims  to  Invalid  Pensions ;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the 
uommittee  had  again  had  the  said  bill  under  con- 
sideration, and  made  several  amendments  thereto; 
which  were  read,  and  inrtly  considered. 
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Ordered.  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the 
said  amenaments  be  pat  off  aniii  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  Janaary  9. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  Government  for  the  year  1793,  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

INVALID  PENSIONS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  regulate  the  claims  to  Invalid  Pensions.  Where- 
upon, a  motion  was  made  and  seconded  further  to 
amend  the  same  by  adding  to  the  end  thereof  the 
following  section,  to  wit : 

*^  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  penon,  not  on 
the  pension  list  before  the  twenty-third  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  shall  be 
entitled  to  a  pension,  who  shall  not  have  complied*  with 
Uxe  roles  and  regulations  herein  prescribed,  saving,  how- 
ever, to  all  persons  aU  and  singidar  their  rights,  founded 
upon  legal  adjudications,  under  the  act  entided  '  An  act 
to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of  widows 
and  orphans  barred  by  the  limitations  heretofore  esta- 
blished, and  to  regulate  the  claims  to  Invalid  Pensions ;' 
but  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  con- 
Junction  wi^  the  Attorney  General,  to  take  such  mea- 
sures as  may  be  necessary  to  obtain  an  a^udication  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  on  &e  validity 
of  any  such  rights,  dairned  under  the.  act  aforesaid,  by 
the  determination  of  certain  persons,  styling  themselves 
Commissioners.'' 

And  the  question  beinj^  put  thereupon,  it  was 
resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  40,  nays  20,  as 
follows : 

YsAs.-^ohn  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Elias 
Boudinot,  Abraham  Clark,  Jonathan  Dayton,  WiHiam 
Findley,  Thomas  Pitssimons,  WiUiam  B.  Giles,  James 
Gordon,  Christopher  Greenup,  Andrew  €h«gg,  Samuel 
Griffin,  William  Barry  Grove,  Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel 
Heister,  Daniel  Huger,  Israel  Jacobs,  Aaron  Kitdiell, 
John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nadianiel 
Maccm,  James  Madison,  John  Francis  Mercer,  John 
Milledge,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augustus  Muh- 
lenberg, William  Vans  Murray,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  Jo- 
siah  Parker,  ComeKus  C.  Hdioonmaker,  Peter  l^lvester, 
WiUiam  Smidi,  John  Steele,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Tho- 
mas Sumpter,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham  Venable, 
Alexander  White,  Hugh  Williamaon,  and  Francis 
Willis. 

Nats^ — Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Sheaijashub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Elbridge 
Genry,  Nicholas  Gilman,  James  HiUhouse,  John  Lau- 
rance,  Amasa  Learned,  George  Leonard,  Samuel  Liver- 
nuoe,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah 
Smith,  Israel  Smith,  Jonathan  Sturges,  George  Thatch- 
er, Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  and  .^^temas  Ward. 

And  then  the  said  bill  being  further  amended 
at  the  Clerk's  table,  was,  together  with  the  amend- 
ments, ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled  ^^  An 
act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  establishing 
a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  Coins  of  the  United 
States,'  so  far  as  respects  the  coinage  of  copper," 
with  several  amendments  \  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  the  House. 


The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
amendments,  and  the  same  being  read,  were 
a^eed  to. 


Thursday,  January  10. 

INVALID  PENSION  BILL. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  regulate  the  claims  to  In- 
valid Pensions  was  read  the  third  the  third  time, 
and  a  blank  therein  filled  up. 

And  on  the  question  that  the  said  bill  do  pass, 
it  was  resolved  in  the  afiirmative — yeas  36,  nays 
13,  as  follows : 

Yka8< — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Ro- 
bert Barnwell,  Elias  Boudinot,  Abraham  Clark,  William 
Findley,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  William  B.  Giles,  Nicholas 
Gilman,  James  Gordon,  Christopher  Greenup,  Thomas 
Hartley,  Daniel  Heister,  Daniel  Huger,  Israel  Jacobs, 
Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kitchell,  James  Madison,  John  Fran- 
cis Mercer,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augustas  Muh- 
lenberg, William  Vans  Murray,  Alexander  D.  Orr, 
Josiah  Parker,  Oomdius  C.  Sdboonmaker,  Peter  tSyl- 
vester,  William  Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Thomas  Sump- 
ter, Thomas  Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Abra- 
ham Venable,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Alexander  Wlnta, 
Hu^  WilUunson,  and  Francis  WiUis. 

Nats^ — Sheaijaa^ub  Bouitie,  Benjamiii  Goodhue, 
James  Hillhouse,  John  Lauranoe,  Amasa  Learned^ 
G^eorge  Leonard,  Samuel  Livennore,  Nathaniel  Niles, 
Theodore  Sedgwick,  Israel  Smith,  Jonathan  Stuiges» 
George  Thatcher,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  'bn  the  bill  rektive  to  claims 
a^inst  the  United  States  not  barred  by  any  act 
oi  limitation,  and  which  have  not  been  already  ad- 
justed ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  an 
amendment  thereto. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, do  lie  on  the  table. 

CLAIMS  AGAINST  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  motion  of  the  12th  ulti- 
mo, for  opening  a  Loan  to  the  amount  of  the  ba- 
lances which,  upon  a  final  settlement  of  accounts, 
shall  be  found  due  from  the  United  States  to  the 
individual  States. 

After  reading  the  report  of  the  Commissioners 
for  settling  the  accounts,  Mr.  Qiles  made  some 
opposition  to  providing  for  these  balances  before 
they  were  ascertained  j  that  is  not  done  by  the  re- 
port of  the  Commissioners. 

Mr.  Fitzsimons  briefly  stated  the  motives 
which  had  induced  him  to  come  forward  with  the 
resolutions  previous  to  ascertaining  the  balances; 
he  thought  that,  while  there  was  an  uncertainty 
in  the  matter,  tne  decisions  would  be  more  readily 
and  impartially  made. 

Mr.  LivEBMORE  objected  to  providing  for  ba- 
lances before  they  were  known;  he  thought  the 
resolutions  incomplete,  as  they  recognised  only 
creditor  States,  and  nay  nothing  about  ddHor 
States. 

Mr.  FiTzaiMOtfs  said  he  did  not  believe  there 
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would  be  any  debtor  States;  he  was  sure  there 
ouf  ht  not  to  be  any*. 

Mr.  Madison  objected  to  the  resolutions  on  the 
same  principle  with  Mr.  Livermore  ;  he  enlarged 
on  the  idea,  and  insisted  that,  without  the  most 
urgent  necessity,  the  provision  contemplated  ought 
not  to  be  made  in  the  present  unqertain  state  of 
the  subject.  On  the  principles  of  justice  and 
economy,  he  contended  that  a  system  which  would 
be  so  complex  in  its  operation  ought  not  to  be 
adopted ;  it  would  operate  to  the  extension  of  tax- 
ation  in  the  United  States  to  the  greatest  degree, 
as  it  would  involve  a  further  levying  of  taxes  to 
reimburse  the  States  that  shall  finally  appear  to 
have  lai^  balances  due  them. 

Mr.  FiTZsiMONS  said  he  was  not  understood. 
Adverting  to  the  act  for  assuming  the  State  debts, 
he  observed  that  these  balances  were  there  re- 
cognised, and  the  creditors  to  whom  these  balances 
are  due  are  to  all  intents  and  purposes  creditors  of 
the  Union.  Mr.  Fitzsimons  said  he  had  no  idea 
of  the  result  contemj^ated  by  the  gentleman  in 
respect  to  the  extension  of  taxes.  No  possible 
difference,  he  conceived,  could  take  place  whether 
the  balances  were  now  assumed,  or  the  ascertain- 
ment of  them  was  made  previous  thereto;  the 
operation  would  be  precisely  the  same  in  both 
cases. 

Mr.  SsDQWicK  rejdied  to  Mr.  Madison.  He 
stated  various  reasons  to  show  that  his  objection 
on  the  score  of  increased  taxes  had  really  no  found- 
ation. Mr.  Sedqwiok  entered  into  a  short  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject,  and  stated  the  real  situation 
of  some  of  the  States,  to  whose  citizens  laxge  sums 
are  due.  He  said  he  had  no  doubt  the  General 
Government  would  consider  themselves  bound  to 
pay  those  demands ;  could  he  despair  of  the  public 
nith  in  this  respect,  he  should  despair  of  the  Com- 
monwealth; for  he  should  anticipate  the  most 
pernicious  consequences  to  flow  irom  the  with- 
Aolding  that  justice,  which  those  States  now 
looked  to  the  General  Government  to  obtain. 

Mr.  Mebcer  observed,  that  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  had  brought  forward 
his  proposition  in  such  a  shape,  as  that  it  was  diffi- 
cult to  determine  what  his  object  was ;  but  he  in- 
ferred from  his  explanations,  unless  he  contradicted 
himself,  that  the  real  ob^t  was  a  further  assump- 
tion of  the  State  debts,  and  to  effect  the  adoption 
of  a  questicm  which  was  r^ected  the  last  sesuon. 
Here  Mr.  M.  entered  into  a  consideration  of  the 
various  principles  which  had  been  proposed  as 
bases  for  settling  and  adjusting  the  accounts  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  individual  States. 
He  contended  that  the  matter  was  not  in  such  a 
state  as  to  justify  adopting  the  principle  of  the 
resolution.  He  adverted  to  the  approaching  dis- 
solution of  the  present  Congress.  He  remarked 
OB  the  difference  of  the  exertions  which  had  been 
made  by  the  several  States ;  he  inferred  that  there 
must  necessarily  be  both  debtor  and  creditor 
States,  and  hence  deduced  various  considerati<Mis 
which  should  influence  a  postponement  of  this 
subject. 

Mr.  Gbbry  recurred  to  the  Funding  Act,  to 
show  that  debtor  and  creditor  States  were  therein 


recognised ;  with  respect  to  the  principles  on  which 
the  accounts  are  to  be  settled,  that  matter  rests 
with  the  Commissioners,  whose  decision  bv  a  Law 
of  the  Government  is  to  be  final ;  but  this  ne  con- 
ceived had  nothing  to  do  with  the  present  propo- 
sition. He  noticed  several  other  objections  offered 
by  Mr.  Mercer,  which  he  thought  appeared  to  be 
brought  forward  merely  to  emrotrrass  the  subject. 
He  observed  that  the  present  proposition '  was 
totally  different  from  that  agitated  last  session: 
that  now  offered  is  reasoaiable ;  is  founded  on  equal 
princii^es ;  and  its  effect  will  not  be  to  increase 
the  creditors  of  the  Union,  nor  induce  a  necessity 
for  one  farthing  of  taxation,  which  will  not  be 
wanted  after  the  accounts  are  adjusted  and  the 
balances  known.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the 
proposition  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  B.  Bourne  supported  the  resolution,  as  being 
free  from  the  objections  urged  to  those  offered  the 
last  session.  He  noticed  the  remarks  which  had 
been  made  on  the  resources  in  lands  of  the  States 
to  whom  the  balances  are  supposed  to  be  due ; 
Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  and  South  Carolina 
are  the  States  the  most  interested  in  the  matter ; 
those  States  have  no  lands.  With  respect  to 
exertions  in  the  common  cause,  it  will  not  be  pre- 
tended that  those  States  have  not  made  as  great 
as  any  in  the  Union.  The  (resent  proposition  in- 
volves this  simple  inquiry,  whether  the  United 
States  shall  pay  the  States  as  States,  or  whether 
they  will  pay  the  individuarcreditors?  Justice 
required,  in  his  opinion,  that  the  latter  oufht  to 
be  paid ;  for  their  demands  are  recog^nisea  by  a 
law  of  the  Union,  and  they  axe,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  creditors  of  the  Union  as  fully  as  any 
description  of  creditors  whatever. 

Mr.  Clark  said,  when  the  resolutions  were  first 
proposed,  he  thougiit  no  objection  would  be  made 
to  tnem ;  but  he  had  heard  something^  which  had 
alarmed  him,  and  that  was  what  fell  from  the 
ffcntleman  from  Pennsjrlvania,  that  there  would 
be  no  debtor  States ;  this,  he  said,  alarmed  him, 
as  it  appeared  to  convey  an  idea  of  the  Commis- 
sioners for  settiin^  the  accounts  having  adopted 
the  principle ;  this  he  conceived  they  were  not 
authorizea  to  do.  He  further  observed,  thmi  he 
did  not  think  with  those  who  supposed  that  the 
decisions  of  the  Commissioners  were  not  to  be  re- 
vised ;  he  was  pretty  sure  they  would  be  revised, 
if  they  adopted  any  such  principle  as  this,  which 
he  considered  as  involving  great  injustice. 

Mr.  FiTZSiMOKB  rose  to  explain;  he  said  he 
was  misunderstood ;  he  had  not  said  there  would 
be  no  debtor  States.  Different  principles  of  set- 
tling the  accounts  have  been  mentioned,  but  he 
had  not  said  whether  the  Commissioners  would 
settle  the  accounts  on  the  principle  of  debtor  and 
creditor  States,  or  make  them  all  debtor  or  all 
creditor  States.  He  had  only  eiven  his  opinian 
that  there  ouffht  to  be  no  debtor  States.  The 
question  now  oefore  the  Committee  is,  whether 
the  United  States  shall  pay  the  States  in  their 
corporate  capacities,  or  pay  the  individual  credi- 
tors. He  conceived  the  gentleman  was  totally 
mistaken  in  his  <^iiiion  respecting  a  revision  m 
the  jttdgnsent  of  the  Commisiioaers ;  the  law,  he 
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said,  had  put  that  entirely  out  of  the  power  of  the 
Legislature. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said,  that  he  conceived  the  pre- 
sent proposition  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Ques- 
tion respecting  debtor  or  creditor  States ;  it  relates 
simply  to  a  provision  for  the  sums  due  to  the  in- 
dividual creditors  of  the  several  States,  who  are 
really  creditors  of  the  United  States.  He  noticed 
the  objection  from  additional  taxes ;  no  difference, 
he  contended,  would  result  from  the  measure,  the 
balances  are  to  be  provided  for  at  all  events.  That 
the  present  was  the  best  time  to  take  up  the  sub- 
ject, he  observed,  was  well  areued  by  tne  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania ;  in  addition  to  which,  he 
thought  the  allusion  to  the  state  of  affairs  on  the 
Representation  bill,  by  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, was  directly  in  point ;  the  difficulties  on  ac- 
count of  the  ratio  were  increased,  when  the  result 
of  the  census  was  known ;  and  this  would  be  the 
case  if  this  matter  should  be  postponed  to  the  time 
when  the  accounts  are  settled.  He  therefore  con- 
tended that  the  present  was  the  most  proper  time 
to  make  the  provision  contemplated.  Mr.  Smith 
noticed,  in  order,  the  various  objections  which 
had  been  made  by  several  gentlemen,  and  con- 
cluded that  he  trusted,  from  what  he  had  said,  it 
would  appear  that  the  projiosition  was  entirely 
clear  of  those  difficulties  which  had  been  urged 
against  it. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
first  resolution ;  the  object  of  which  was  to  exone- 
rate those  States  who  on  a  final  adjustment  of  ac- 
counts shall  appear  to  be  debtor  States. 

Mr.  Qbrrt  offered  some  objections  to  this 
amendment 

Mr.  Ames  said  that  the  amendment  appeared 
to  him  irrelative  to  the  subject  now  under  con- 
sideration; he  hoped,  therefore,  the  gentleman 
would  be  induced  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Madison  observed,  that  when  the  amend- 
ment was  first  brought  forward  he  had  supposed 
it  merely  sportive,  but  it  now  appears  that  the 
^[entleman  is  serious  in  moving  it  He  thought  it 
m  this  view  a  proposition  that  might  well  excite 
attention;  for  he  conceived  it  an  extraordinary 
idea  to  be  advanced,  that  any  of  the  States  who 
should  be  found  debtor  States  should  be  released 
from  all  obligations  to  pay. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  offered  various  observations  on 
the  subject  generally ;  the  tenor  of  which  was 
this,  that  however  it  might  appear  on  the  final 
adjustment  of  accounts,  that  there  were  sundry 
debtor  States,  yet  it  was  hardly  practicable  to  de- 
vise a  mode  of  compelling  payment  from  such 
States ;  nor  could  he  collect  it  to  be  the  opinion 
of  any  ^ntleman  that  an  idea  of  compulsion  was 
entertamed  by  any  one. 

Mr.  LivBRMORE  said  his  motion  was  not  under- 
stood ;  he  had  no  idea  of  exonerating  the  debtor 
States  in  the  manner  suggested  by  several  of  the 
gentlemen  who  had  remarked  on  it ;  by  the  ex- 
planation he  gave  of  his  motion,  it  appeared  that 
his  object  was  the  apportioning  the  general  charffe, 
and  to  exonerate  the  debtor  States  from  any  de- 
mand against  them,  on  account  of  the  credit  they 
were  entitled  to  as  members  of  the  Unicm,  not  to 


release  them  from  their  fbll  proportion  of  the 
average  charge  of  prosecuting  the  war. 

Mr.  Merger  said  he  was  more  and  more  con- 
vinced that  there  was  to  be  no  debtor  States ;  the 
proposition  from  the  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire says  so;  the  resolutions  originally  moved 
speak  the  same  language ;  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  is  founded  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple. The  meaning  of  all  which  is,  burn  the 
books. 

Mr.  Clark  moved  that  the  Commissioners  for 
settling  the  accounts  should  be  instructed  to  re- 
port a  statement  of  all  the  debts  and  credits  of  the 
several  States.  He  reprobated  the  idea  of  making 
all  creditor  States,  as  ne  conceived  the  conse- 
quence would  be  a  great  increase  of  the  balances 
to  be  provided  for  by  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Williamson  observed  that  he  could  not 
agree  to  the  propositions,  for  reasons  which  he 
would  give.  In  the  law  for  settling  the  ac- 
counts of  the  several  States,  it  is  provided  that 
the  States  who  shall  have  balances  placed  to  their 
credit  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  shall,  within 
twelve  months  after  the  same,  be  entitled  to  have 
them  funded.  Such  are  the  words  of  the  law ;  but 
we  are  now  requested  to  do  the  thing  by  anticipa- 
tion which,  according  to  the  law,  was  to  be  done 
afterwards.  Is  there  any  consistency — is  there 
any  principle  in  such  conduct?  Whence  this 
haste,  this  speed  of  funding?  Have  gentlemen 
such  a  pleasure  in  building  up  the  ponderous 
structure  of  a  national  debt  that  no  part  of  the 
work  can  remain  for  their  successors  ?  He  hoped 
that  a  Representative  from  North  Carolina  might 
be  allowed  to  comj^ain  of  this  unnecessary,  un- 
kind, he  prayed  it  mi^ht  not  be  fatal  speed.  North 
Carolina,  at  present,  is  not  fairly  represented.  It 
is  known  that  instead  of  five  members,  she  will 
have  ten  in  tne  next  Congress.  The  Stat^  in 
general  are  to  have  no  such  increase.  Is  it  fair  to 
anticipate  measures  contrary  to  the  intent  and 
promise  of  your  law,  as  if  you  wished  to  tax  our 
citizens  before  they  can  be  properly  represented  ? 
It  is  well  known  that  much  offence  nas  been  givea 
to  many  good  citizens  by  the  Funding  Act  It 
has  been  charged  to  motives  which  are  very  im- 
proper, considering  the  resard  which  is  due  to 
public  opinion.  He  thou^t  they  were  bound  in 
honor  to  postpone  rather  than  to  anticipate  the 
assumption  or  more  paper.  If  gentlem^  how- 
ever, could  not  trust  this  delectable  business  in 
the  hands  of  a  future  Congress ;  if  they  could  not 
trust  their  own  States  with  the  pavment  <^  a 
small  debt ;  if  diey  wished  to  render  the  Nauionml 
Government  still  more  unpopular  by  giving  it 
exclusively  the  iron  hand  of  taxation,  he  hoped 
they  would  not  make  themselves  accessaries  to 
the  most  abandoned  junto  that  ever  disgraced 
society.  If  the  propositions  before  the  Committee 
should  pass  into  a  law,  the  State  of  North  Caro- 
lina would  be  charged  with  something  more  than 
half  a  million  of  dcuiars,  interest  included,  for  cer- 
tificates that  were  confessedly  issued  by  the  force 
of  bribery  and  corruption.  They  were  not  founded 
on  the  shadow  of  service^and  are  prohibited  by 
the  laws  of  the  State.    The  most  sleepy  sot  in 
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life  would  resent  such  conduct.  They  would  sus- 
pect that  such  paper  must  have  had  some  undue 
influence.  He  was  confident  that  the  propositions 
imported  more  than  had  been  intended. 

He  wished  that  left-handed  favors  of  this  sort 
eould  be  more  e^iually  divided.  It  was  hard 
that  North  Carolma  should  be  distinguished- by 
her  sufferings.  In  the  settlement  of  her  accounts 
he  thought  it  was  probable  that  she  would  lose 
near  two  millions  of  dollars  by  the  manner  in 
which  her  accounts  were  to  be  adjusted.  He  sup- 
posed that  a  rule  by  which  a  good  horse  put  into 
the  service  does  not  bring  the  ^tate  more  than 
half  a  dollar  could  not  be  a  good  rule.  This  must 
be  a  loss,  first,  to  the  citizen^,  afterwards  to  the 
State,  wnich  is  nearly  the  same  thing.  There  is 
another  sum  of  about  a  million  of  «dmlars^  which 
the  citizens  of  that  State  seem  to  be  in  a  fair  way 
of  losing  by  the  measures  of  Government.  They 
have  received  nothing  for  their  certificates,  and 
they  are  not  permitted  to  fund  them.  Oblige  the 
citizens  of  Nprth  Carolina,  after  ail  thpse  losses  or 
oppressions,  to  pav  half  a  million  that  they  do  not 
owe,  and  jo^  will  at  least  deserve  the  title  of 
hardy  politicians.  He  said  that  he  should  offer 
no  amendments  to  the  propositions,  because,  in 
bis  opinion,  they  were  improper  in  every  part. 

The  question  was  then  adjourned  till  the  next  day. 

Friday,  January  11. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretarv  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing his  report  or  a  supplementary  statement  of 
loans,  made  in  behalf  or  the  United  States,  pur- 
suant to  the  resolution  of  the  27  th  ultimo;  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved^  That  the  Attorney  General  be  direct- 
ed to  report,  at  the  next  session  of  Congress,  a 
table  of  costs  and  fees  for  the  Courts  of  the  United 
States. 

The  House  affain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  motion  of  the 
12th  ultimo,  for  opening  a  Loan,  to  the  amount  of 
the  balances  which,  upon  a  final  settlement  of  ac- 
counts, shall  be  found  due  from  the  United  States 
to  the  individual  States ;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the 
c5ommittee  had  aeain  had  the  said  motion  under 
conaideration.  and  made  no  amendment  thereto. 


Saturday.  January  12. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  motion,  made  on  the  12th  ultimo,  for  opening 
a  Loan  to  the  amount  of  the  balances  which,  upon 
ft  final  settlement  of  accounts,  shall  be  found  due 
from  the  United  States  to  the  individual  States, 
which  was  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  yesteTday,  without  amendment. 
Wliereupon.  a  motion  being  made  and  seconded 
to  amend  the  first  resolution,  contained  in  the  said 
motion,  by  addinf^,  to  the  end  thereof,  the  follow- 
ing proviso,  to  wrt : 

«•  Provided^  That  no  euch  loan  shall  be  opened  in 
any  State,  without  the  assent  of  the  Legislatiire  thereof 
ligr  ss  act  apfiroiving  the  measure.'' 

«d  CoN.— «7 


It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  38,  nays 
23,  as  follows : 

YxAs. — Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Elias  Boudinot,  Shearjashub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Abraham  Clark,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Thomas 
Fitzsimons,  Elbridge  Gerry^  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James 
Gordon,  Thomas  Hartley,  James  HillhouBe,  Daniel  lin- 
ger, Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John  Wilkes  Kittera, 
John  Laurance,  Amasa  Learned,  John  Leonard,  Samuel 
Livermore,  James  Madison,  Frederick  Augustus  Muh- 
lenberg, Nathaniel  Niles,  John  Page,  Theodore  Sedg- 
wick, Peter  Sylvester,  William  Smith,  Samuel  Stenrett, 
Jonathan  Sturges,  Thomas  Sumpter,  George  .Thatcher, 
Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Abraham  Venable,  Jeremiah 
Wadsworih,  Artemaa  Wurd,  and  Alexander  White. 

NATSd — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Wil- 
liam Findley,  William  B.  Giles,  Nicholas  Gilman, 
Christopher  Greenup,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Grifi&n, 
William  Bany  Grove,  Daniel  Heister,  Ridiard  Bland 
Lee,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  John  Francis  Mercer,  John  Mfl* 
ledge,  Andrew  Moore,  William  Yaiis  Murray,  Alexan- 
der D.  Orr,  Joaiah  Parker,  Cornelius  C.  Scheonmaker, 
John  Steele,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Hugh  Williamson,  and 
Francis  Willis. 

And  then  the  main  question  beinff  put,  that  the 
House  do  agree  to  the  said  first  resolution,  amend- 
ed to  read  as  follows : 

**Re9ohfedy  That  a  loan,  to  the  amount  of  the  hm- 
lances  wfaic^  upon  a  final  settlement  of  accounts,  shall 
be  found  due  from  the  United  States  to  the  individual 
States,  be  opened  at  the  Loan  Offices  in  the  respective 

States,  to  commence  vntinn months  after  the  said 

balances  shall  be  reported  at  the  Treasury,  and  to  con- 
tinue open  for  Ihe  term  of months  from  the  time 

of  its  commencement :  Provided^  That  no  such  loan 
shall  be  opened  in  any  State  without  the  assent  of  the 
Legislature  thereof,  by  an  act  approving  the  measure:" 

It  was  resolved  in  the  afllrmative — yeas  34,  nays 
28,  as  follows: 

YxAS« — Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Ehas  Bou<yiiot,  Shearjashub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Abraham  Clark,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Thomas 
Fitisimons,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Kidiolas  CKlman,  Bei^ap 
min  Goodhue^  James  Gosdion,  Thomas  Hartley,  James 
Hillhouse,  Daniel  Hugev,  Phitip  Key,  John  Wilkes  Kit- 
tera,  John  Laurance,  Amasa  Learned,  George  Leonard, 
Samuel  Livermore,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenbcorg, 
Theodore  Sedgwick,  Peter  Sylvester,  William  Smiti^ 
Samuel  Sterrett,  Jonathan  Sturges,  Thomas  Sumpter, 
George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker.  Jeremiah 
Wadisworth,  Artemas  Ward,  and  Alexander  White. 

Nats.— John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Wil- 
liam Findley,  William  B.  Giles,  Christopher  Greenup, 
Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Ghriffin,  William  Bany  Grove, 
Daniel  Heister,  Aaron  Kitchell,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  James  Madison,  John  Francis  Mercer, 
John  Milledge,  Andrew  Moore,  William  Tans  Murray, 
Nathaniel  Niles,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Josiidi 
Parker,  Cornelius  C.  Sdioonmaker,  Israel  Smith,  Jolm 
Steele,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham  Venablet  Hugk 
Williamson,  and  Fiands  Willis. 

The  second,  third,  and  fourth  resolutions,  cott- 
tained  in  the  said  motion,  were  al?o  again  read ; 
and,  on  the  question  severally  put  thereon,  agreed 
to  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

^  JHesolvedy  Tnat  the  sums  to  be  subscribed  to 
such  loans,  be  payable  in  the  principal  or  interM 
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of  the  certificates  or  notes  issued  by  any  of  the 
said  States,  as,  upon  the  final  settlement  of  ac- 
counts, shall  have  a  balance  due  to  them  from  the 
United  States,  and  which  shall  have  been  liqui- 
dated to  specie  value,  prior  to  the day  of 

last. 

"  Besolvedj  That  every  subscriber  to  the  said 
loans  shall  be  entitled  to  certificates,  according  to 
the  sum  subscribed,  of  the  like  tenor  and  descrip- 
tion, in  the  like  proportions,  and  upon  the  like 
term^^  as  are  specined  and  directed  by  the  fifteenth 
and  sixteenth  sections  of  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act 
making  provisJion  for  theDebt  of  the  United  States,' 
except  that  interest  on  such  of  the  certificates  sub- 
scribed to  the  said  loan,  as  bear  interest,  shall  be 
computed  to  the  last  day  of  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  inclusively,  and 
that  interest  shall  not  begin  to  accrue  upon  any 
of  the  certificates  which  shall  be  issued  in  lieu 
thereof,  till  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-four. 

^Besohed^  That  in  all  cases  where  the  sum  sub- 
scribed in  the  evidences  of  the  debt  of  any  State, 
shall  exceed  the  balance  due  to  such  State,  the 
same  shall  be  reduced  (in  equal  proportions)  to 
.  the  sum  actually  due  to  such  State.'' 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolutions,  and  that  Mr.  Fitzsi- 
IION9.  Mr.  Sbdowiok,  and  Mr.  Wiluam  Smitb, 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 


Monday,  January  14 

A  memorial  of  the  officers  of  the  late  Delaware 
line  of  the  Continental  Army,  in  behalf  of  them- 
selves and  the  soldiers  of  the  said  line,  was  pre- 
ae&ted  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  the 
depreciation  which  accrued  on  tne  certificates  of 
debts  granted  them  for  military  services  rendered 
duEing  the  late  war,  may  be  oiade  good  to  them, 
«r  sudi  other  relief  afforded  them  as  the  present 
circumstances  of  the  United  States  will  admit. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to  whom 
are  referred  the  memorials  of  the  late  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  lines  of  New  Hampshire,  Massa- 
chusetts, New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Maryland. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  amendment,  reported  on  Thursday  last,  by  the 
Committee  of  tne  Whole  House,  to  the  bill  rela- 
tive to  claims  a^inst  the  United  States,  not  barred 
by  any  act  of  limitation,  and  which  have  not  been 
already  adjusted ;  and  the  said  amendment  being 
twice  read,  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon, 
^eed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  hill,  with  the  amend- 
Ment,  he  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  reported,  on  the  27th  ultimo,  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  to  the  bill  to 
reffulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian 
tribes;  and  the  same  beinff  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  Uie  amend- 
m^nih,  4o  1^  on  the  taVU. 


PAY  OF  THE  LATE  ARMY. 

Mr.  BouniNOT  moved  for  the  order  of  the  day 
on  the  Bankrupt  law.  The  importance  of  this 
subject  to  the  general  interest,  and  that  of  a  num* 
her  of  individuals  in  several  of  the  States,  who, 
bv  reason  <^  the  State  Governments  being  pre- 
cluded from  passing  bankrupt  laws,  are  in  a  very 
distressed  situation,  was  urged  by  several  of  the 
members.  It  was  further  observed,  that  it  had 
long  been  before  Congress;  and  if  it  was  not  taken 
uj)  at  the  present  session,  it  was  very  problem- 
atical whether  it  would  be  completed  at  the  next 
session. 

In  oi^sition  to  the  motion,  it  was  observed, 
that  though  the  subject  has  been  a  long  time  on 
the  carpet,  yet  it  had  not  been  reduced  to  any  spe- 
cific form  till  very  lately.  That  the  bill  had  been 
laid  before  the  public  lor  the  express  purpose  of 
collecting  the  general  sense  of  the  people  on  the 
subject.  Sufficient  time  has  not  elapsed  for  this 
purpose,  and  therefore  it  was  not  possible  for  the 
Legislature  to  proceed  in  the  matter,  aided  by  the 
genend  sense  of  their  constituents  rektive  thereto. 

The  motion  was  at  length  withdrawn;  and,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Qbbry,  the  House  resdved  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole;  (Mr.  Dayton  in 
the  Chair.)  and  took  into  consKkration  the  me- 
morials or  the  officers  of  the  several  lines  of  the 
late  Army,  on  the  subject  of  a  deficiency  of  their 
pay.  The  several  memorials  were,  from  New 
Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  New  YorLPennsyl- 
vania,  Delaware,  and  Maryland  lines.  The  New 
Hampshire  and  Pennsylvania  memorials  being 
read — 

Mr.  Gerry  said,  in  order  to  bring  the  subject 
before  the  Committee,  he  should  move  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  viz: 

**  Reaoked,  As  ths  opinion  of  this  oommittee,  that  the 
contrmet  between  Cmagrem  and  pert  of  the  offioen  and 
soldiers  of  the  armies  raiwd  for  ^e  estahlishment  of  the 
Independence  of  the  United  States,  has  not  been  fid- 
filled  on  the  part  of  Congress,*' 

This  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Parker. 

Mr.  G^rry  accompanied  his  motion  by  several 
observations,  in  which  be  showed  that  a  depreoi- 
ated  medium  could  never  be  consideved  as  aft 
equivalent  for  services  and  su]^lies  which  were 
contracted  to  be  paid  for  in  specie. 

Several  members  objected  to  the  indefiniteaess 
of  this  resolution.  They  suggested  the  propriety 
of  the  mover's  bringing  forward  a  sketch  of  the 
plan  for  which  he  mtended  the  resolution  as  a 
basis. 

Mr.  Maoison  suggested  a  variation  of  the  pro- 
position, to  the  simple  question  on  the  propnety 
of  ffranting  the  prayer  of  the  petitions. 

After  several  observations  firom  other  members, 
and  the  Chairman  had  remarked  that  the  resolu- 
tion of  Mr.  Gerry  was  not  in  order,  as  referring 
to  a  part  of  the  officers,  whereas  the  memorials 
made  no  distinction, 

Mr.  Clark  moved,  in  order  to  take  the  sense  of 
the  Committee,  the  following : 

**  Jtenhed,  Am  dia  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petitions  of  oiloert  of  aevevel  fines  of  tbe 
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kite  Atteriom  unmy  momot  be  gnated,  md  thtt  the 
petilioBeM  have  leave  to  withdraw  Uieir  petitiom/' 

Mr.  Sedgwick  observed,  that  he  did  not  rise  to 
express  an  opinion  as  to  any  YOte  which  he  might 
ultimately  give  on  the  subject  now  before  the  Com- 
mittee. It  was  undoubtedly  an  important  subject ; 
important,  as  it  respects  the  character  of  the  appli- 
cants, and  as  it  involved  a  consideration  of  the  ser- 
vices which  had  been  rendered  by  them.  No  man 
had  a  more  respectful  opinion  than  he  entertained 
of  the  honorable  patriotism  of  those  brave  and 
jineritorious  citizens' vi^o  had  ventured  their  lives 
in  defence  of  their  country.  No  man  would  more 
regret  than  himself,  that  thof^  services  should  re- 
main unremunerated.  Thus  fbeling,  he  should  be 
sorry  if  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey  should  preclude  a  discussion  of  the  various 
questions  which  might  otherwise  arise  in  the  con- 
templation of  this  subject. 

He  said  he  knew  several  gentlemen  who  be- 
lieved that  it  was  impracticable  to  grant  the  prayer 
of  the  memorials,  without  producing  evils,  so  many 
and  so  great,  as  infthitely  more  than  to  counter- 
balance the  benefits  intended.  That  it  would  be 
a  criminating  reflection  on  gentlemen  who,  with 
so  much  warmth  of  declamation,  had  espoused  the 
cause  of  the  applicants,  to  suppose  that  they  fore- 
saw those  evils  and  were  not  prepared  to  guard 
against  them.  It  would  be  indirectly  charging 
upon  them  as  the  motive  of  their  conduct,  to  give 
an  approving  countenance  to  an  impracticable  ob- 
ject, an  intention  of  acquiring  popularity  at  the 
expense  of  the  reputatioti  of  the  Government.  This 
was  a  charge  he  had  no  disposition  to  mc^e ;  he 
would  therefore  supi)ose  the  gentlemen  had  di- 

Srsted  some  scheme,  in  their  opinion,  of  practica- 
e  compensation,  which,  by  what  they  have  said, 
they  have  pledeed  to  bring  forward  to  the  consi- 
d^eration  of  the  Committee ;  but  they  would  be  pre- 
cluded from  doing  it,  should  the  mover  of  the  pre- 
sent question  persist  in  having  the  fate  of  the 
memorials  decided  on  his  motion. 

He  said  that,  confident  in  the  hope  that  the  gen- 
tlemen would  gratify  the  wishes  ot  his  friends,  he 
would  take  the  liberty  oi  mentioning  some  of  the 
embarrassing  questions  which  the  Committee  must 
meet  in  the  progress  of  this  business. 

The  whole  merit  of  the  present  application,  in 
his  opinion,  rested  on  the  supposition  that  by  the 
terms  of  the  Funding  law  the  Government  had  made 
k  saving  to  itself;  or,  to  speak  with  more  precision, 
to  the  debtor  part  of  the  community.  In  other 
words,  that  by  the  terms  of  the  loan  an  adequate 
provision  was  not  made  for  the  public  debt.  This 
supposition  is  denied  by  many  srentlemen,  who  did 
not  hesitate  expressly  to  declare  that  the  provision 
is  ample,  and  ought  to  be  satis&ctory.  OUiers,  he 
said,  went  farther,  and  even  insinuated  tlmt  there 
existed  a  sympathetic  sensibility  between  the  ma- 
jority of  Congress  and  the  public  creditors,  inju- 
rious to  the  mat  body  of  the  people.  This  saving 
constituted  that  residuum  of  me  original  contract, 
which  was  the  subject  of  the  present  demand.  If, 
theiK,  there  was  no  saving  there  was  no  residuum, 
no  subject  of  distribution.  On  this  idea  the  appli- 
cation is  to  the  generosity,  not  the  justice,  of  Con- 


gress. On  this  ground  the  memorials,  he  pre- 
sumed, were  not  advocated  by  those  gentlemen. 
Shoula  it,  however,  be  demonstrated  that  the  con- 
templated saving  had  been  made  to  the  public,  he 
asked  whether  this  was  the  only  description  of 
creditors  to  whom  injustice  had  been  done?  And 
would  not  the  same  arguments  which  should  de- 
monstrate their  rights  prove  equally  the  title  of 
every  other  original  holder  to  further  provision? 
Was  there  any  discriminating  principle  by  which 
it  would  appear  that  these  men  alone  were  enti- 
tled to  redress  for  a  violation  of  justice  ?  These 
questions  were  important,  and  being  obvious,  they 
must  have  occurreu  to  the  gentlemen,  who,  it  might 
reasonably  be  presumed,  had  come  prepared,  if  not 
with  satisifactory,  at  least  with  plausible  answers. 

He  said,  that  among  the  evils  which  had  been 
endured  during  our  struggle  for  fVeedom  and 
independence,  was  a  lapse  of  public  credit,  by 
which  there  had  been  apportioned  a  severe  tax  on 
the  citizens ;  and  although  this  was  not  in  exact 
proportion,  yet  it  wa^  generally  more  equal  than 
prolnbly  any  reapportionment  would  maxe  it.  It 
was  said,  at  least  Dy  sotne.  that  by  comparing  the 
relative  circumstancesof  tne  army  before  and  since 
the  war,  with  the  commtmity  at  larse,  it  might  be 
presumed  that  they  had  not  contributed  to  this 
tax  IJeyond  their  proportion.  If,  on  the  whole, 
the  claim  of  the  army  could  not  he  distinguishea 
from  that  of  the  otner  original  creditors,  and  if 
justice  required  the  provision  contended  fof,  then 
It  would  follow,  irresistibly,  that  an  account  was 
to  be  opened  with  each  original  creditor;  diat 
even  if  a  distinction  could  he  discovered  which 
would  authorize  a  difference  between  the  anny 
and  every  other  description  of  creditors,  it  was,  he 
said,  furthet  asked  by  gentlemen  who  believed  the 
project  to  be  impracticable,  whether  it  was  in- 
tended, by  a  further  distinction,  to  separate  the  offi- 
cers ft-om  the  soldiers,  to  provide  for  the  former 
and  not  for  the  latter?  If  one  part  of  the  dilemma 
was  chosen,  it  would  operate  manifest  injustice; 
if  the  other,  the  Government  would  open  those 
sources  of  speculation  which  seemed  to  threaten 
to  inundate  the  country  with  enormous  evils.  He 
said  eentiemen  who  were  disposed  to  afford  a  fa- 
vorable countenance  to  the  present  applications 
had  undoubtedly  considered  these  efiects,  and  had 
also  considered  the  means  of  preventing  those  evils, 
and  candor  required  that  they  should  ne  indulgea 
with  an  opportunity  of  exhibiting  their  system. 

He  said  that  it  was  further  objected,  that  the 
proposed  measure  would  materially  alter  the  Fund- 
ing system,  a  strict  adherence  to  which  was  guar 
ranteed  to  the  publiic  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote 
of  both  Houses. 

He  said  the  objections  he  had  mentioned  were 
among  the  most  important  of  those  which  had 
occurred  on  this  subject;  that  a  discussion  of  them 
would  open  an  extensive  field  of  argument  He 
thoufrht  it  would  be  of  public  utility  that  they 
should  be  discussed ;  he  therefore  again  solicited 
the  ffentlemen  from  New  Jersey  to  withdraw  his 
motion,  that  an  opportunity  might  be  afforded  to 
genUemen  to  bring  forward  a  digested  system. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  assured  the  Committee  that  he 
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had  determined  not  to  trouble  them  on  this  sub- 
jectj  and  he  should  have  carried  that  determina- 
tion into  execution,  did  he  not  find  that  the  ques- 
tion was  likely  to  be  taken  in  a  manner  not  alto- 
gether pleasing  to  him.  He  had  expected  that  the 
claims  of  the  officers  would  have  been  fairly  met, 
and  if  decided  in  the  ne^atiye,  those  gentlemen 
would  haye  gone  away  lully  satisfied  that  their 
claims  had  received  a  lair  and  candid  discussion. 
But  he  feared,  from  the  arguments  of  gentlemen, 
that  the  idea  that  the  United  States  had  unjustly 
failed  in  performing  the  contract  with  the  Army, 
would  take  place,  and  an  ungrounded  imputation 
of  partiality  (at  least  in  the  minds  of  the  petition- 
ers) would  be  left  on  the  Government,  wnen  Mr. 
B.  thought  a  fair  statement  of  the  matter  would 
undoubtedly  put  a  very  different  face  on  the  whole 
subject.  The  officers  of  the  Army  had  come  for- 
ward as  creditors  of  the  United  States  in  a  de- 
cent and  becoming  manner,  and  presented  their 
claims  founded  on  former  contracts,  which  they 
conceived  had  not  been  fulfilled,  and  therefore 
they  called  on  Govsrnment  to  do  what  was  ri|[ht 
and  just  on  the  occasion.  Congress  were  the  m- 
dependent  representatives  of  the  whole  Union,  to 
whom  every  citizen  ought  to  have  free  access; 
and  where  every  citizen  was  ^o  be  considered  as 
equally  entitled  to  an  impartial  hearing.  Ifj  on 
examination,  it  should  appear  that  justice  required 
ja  further  compensation  to  the  {>etitioners  as  a  class 
of  Dublic  creditors,  when  considered  on  a  general 
:scale,  no  man  in  the  House  would  be  more  ready 
than  himself  to  give  hb  voice  for  such  a  measure. 
But  if  it  should  appear  that  the  contract  on  the 
part  of  the  public  had  been  complied  with,  as  far 
■as  distributive  justice  would  permit,  he  wished 
the  petitioners  to  be  convinced  of  it,  and  that  those 
losses  they  had  met  with,  were  such  as  had  been 
•equally  borne  by  other  creditors  of  the  Union,  and 
therefore  a  general  burden,  by  which  he  hoped 
they  would  receive  full  satisfaction  on  this  subject. 
Mr.  B.,  while  he  acknowledged  the  patriotism 
and  virtue  of  the  American  Army,  and  subscribed 
fully  to  their  eminent  services  and  patient  suffer- 
ings^ he  could  not  join  in  decrying  the  essential 
services  and  sufferings  of  the  other  public  credit- 
ors of  the  United  States,  who,  in  the  day  of  her 
distress,  had  administered  their  property  to  the 
support  of  that  Army  and  the  delence  of  the 
Union. 

All  public  creditors  who  presented  themselves 
in  the  day  of  distress  to  the  relief  of  the  Union, 
were  equally  entitled  to  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress; but,  as  the  officers  in  their  memorials  had 
applied  in  behalf  of  the  army  alone,  he  wished 
to  consider  their  case,  in  the  first  instance,  abstract- 
ly, without  connecting  it  with  any  other  class  of 
creditors,  and  then  compare  it  with  others  of  their 
fellow-citizens. 

He  undertook,  therefore,  in  the  first  place,  to 
state  the  public  conduct  towards  the  Army  from 
the  beginning  to  the  commencement  of  the  pre- 
sent Government.  He  would  then  examine  the 
conduct  of  the  present  Government;  and  lastly, 
supposing  their  claim  just  inquire  into  the  prac- 
ticaoUity  of  satisfying  it. 


The  Committee  were  well  acquainte4  with  the 
rise  and  progress  of  the  late  war.    At  the  first 
alarm  the  patriotic  citizens  of  the  Colonies  flew  to 
their  arms  and  formed  in  the  field,  without  terms 
or  stipulations  as  to  their  services.    In  1776,  Con- 
gress turned  their  attention  to  the  Armj  as  the  first 
great  object,  and  havine  organized  it,  fixed  the 
pay  at  the  rate  of  fifty  dollars  for  a  Colonel,  and 
twenty  dollars  for  a  Cfaptain.   In  1776,  desirous  of 
encouraging  citizens  who  were  so  zealous  in  their 
country's  service^  they  gave  a  bounty  of  twenty 
dollars  to  each  private,  amounting  in  the  whole  to 
upwards  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  besides 
a  promise  of  one  hundred  acres  of  land ;  and  to 
the  officers  at  the  rate  of  five' hundred  acres  to  a 
Colonel,  and  the  rest  in  proportion.  In  October  of 
the  same  year,  desirous  of  keeping  up  the  zeal  of 
the  officers,  they  increased  the  pay  in  the  proportion 
of  seventy-five  dollars  to  a  Colonel,  and  forty  dol- 
lars to  a  Captain,  and  gave  a  suit  of  clothes  per 
annum  to  every  private,  or  twenty  dollars  in  cash. 
In  December,  1777,  Confess  showed  their  desire 
of  encouraging  the  service,  by  giving  a  month's 
extra  pay  to  the  Army.  The  officers,  anxious  for 
their  future  support  after  the  war  was  over^  ex- 
pressed an  earnest  desire  of  having  some  provision 
of  this  sort  anticipated,  and  Congress,  in  compli- 
ance with  their  desires,  after  a  consideration  of 
three  months,  or  more,  agreed,  in  May,  1778,  to 
give  each  officer  half-pay  for  seven  years  after  the 
end  of  the  war,  on  condition  that  they  did  not 
hold  any  office  of  profit  under  any  individual  State, 
and  ei^nty  dollars  to  each  private.    In  November 
following  they  gave  to  each  supernumerary  offi- 
cer one  year's  pay  extraordinary,  and  increased 
the  allowance  for  every  retained  ration  to  2s.  6d. 
in  money.    The  Army,  not  being  sasisfied  with 
this  provision,  in  August,  1779.  a  committee^  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose,  reportect  further  provision 
of  half-pay  for  life,  without  any  condition  in  favor 
of  those  who  should  continue  to  the  end  of  the 
war,  and  recommended  to  the  States  to  provide 
for  widows  of  officers  and  soldiers  who  should  be 
killed  in  the  service.   Congress  likewise  increased 
the  allowance  of  monthly  subsistence  for  officers 
to  five  hundred  dollars  for  a  Colonel,  a  Captain  two 
hundred  dollars,  and  a  private  ten  dol&rs ;  and, 
added  to  all  this.  Congress  allowed  the  officers  to 
receive  from  the  pubEc  stores  one  haL  a  watch- 
coat,  body  coat,  four  vests,  four  pair  of  breeches, 
four  shirts,  four  stocks,  six  pair  of  stockings,  ana 
four  pair  of  shoes,  per  annum,  nearly  at  former 
prices ;  and  the  soldiers  in  proportion.    The  half- 
pay  for  life  was  adopted,  to  the  great  offence  of 
moividual  States,  who   sent   forward   petitions 
against  the  measure  as  impolitic  and  unjust.   The 
war  continuing,  the  distresses  of  the  country  in- 
creased, which  reduced  the  public  credit  so  low, 
as  to  produce  great  uneasiness  among  all  classes  of 
public  creditors,  both  in  the  Army  and  country. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Habt- 
LEY,]_  in  his  argument  represented  (m  Mr.  B.'s 
opini^jgi)  his  own  feelings  on  the  occasion,  rather 
than  a  >cqfmparative  view  of  the  sufferings  of  the 
citizens  at  large ;  for  it  is  not  uncommon,  when 
gentlemen  are  connected  with  a  particular  class 
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of  sufferers,  to  yiew  what  he  sees  and  hears  a&  an 
exdusiye  and  peculiar  evil,  without  consideriug^ 
what  passes  elsewhere.  Tnus,  the  soldier  con- 
siders the  sacrifice  of  the  Army  as  the  cmly  intole- 
rable burden ;  while  the  merchant,  knowing  hisown 
losses  best,  considers  others'  complaints  as  trifling 
com|)ared  to  his ;  and  the  farmer,  who  earns  erery 
farthing  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow,  blames  the  Oty- 
irernment  for  not  giving  him  the  first  ])lace  in  all 
their  systems.  Yet  the  fair  conclusion  isj  that  the 
burden  has  been  generally  nearly  equal,  and  a 
common  tax  for  the  defence  of  our  country.  And 
although  Mr.  B.  readily  subscribed  to  the  great 
sufferings  and  patriotic  exertions  of  the  Army,  yet 
they  should  also  eive  credit  for  the  attention  of 
their  country  to  the  utmost  of  her  abilities.  As 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylyania  is  best  acquaint- 
ed with  the  line  of  hisown  StfeLte,  Mr.  B.  undertook 
to  mention  what  was  done  by  Pennsylyania  for  her 
ow^n  officers  in  addition  to  the  allowance  of  Con- 
gress. During  the  war,  stores  were  provided,  from 
which  they  received  a  partial  supply  at  the  hard 
money  prices.  The  depreciation  of  their  pay  was 
fully  made  up  to  them;  at  the  sales  of  the  confis- 
cated estates  their  certificates  were  received  as 
hard  money)  the  same  for  lands  in  the  land  oflice; 
the  interest  of  six  per  cent,  was  paid  on  their  cer- 
tificates for  a  number  of  years ;  an  additional  boun- 
ty of  land  was  given  to  them,  ready  surveyed  and 
free  from  expense;  and  when  the  Funding  System 
took  place,  they  had  their  three  per  cent,  and  de- 
ferred debt  made  good  to  six  per  cent,  by  addi- 
tional certificates  from  the  State,  which  were  af- 
terwards redeemed  at  about  fifty  and  thirty-seven 
per  cent,  in  hard  money. 

In  August,  1782,  a  memorial  from  the  State  of 
Pennsylyania  called  loudly  on  Confess  for  fresh 
exertions  towards  the  settlement  of  all  accounts, 
and  making  j^rovision  for  the  paying  off  the  pub- 
lic debt.  It  IS  supposed  the  Army  took  the  hint 
and  in  December  following,  a  deputation  of  field 
officers,  with  a  strong  memorial  on  behalf  of  the 
Army,  waited  on  Congress.  The  substance  of  their 
request  was — first,  some  present  pay ;  secondly,  a 
settlement  of  their  accounts  and  security  for  their 
balances;  and  thirdly,  a  commutation  of  their  half- 
pay  for  life;  as  they  found  that  the  measure  was 
cnIious  to  their  fellow-citizens,  and  would  prevent 
the  happy  intercourse  they  expected  on  their  re- 
turn to  private  life.  The  present  pay  and  settle- 
ment of^ accounts  were  immediately  provided  for, 
and  as  to  security  for  the  balances,  Coi^ess  re- 
solved, "as  to  wKat  relates  to  the  providing  of  se- 
curity for  what  shall  be  found  due  on  such  settle- 
ment, that  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  in  com- 
mon with  all  the  creditors  of  the  same,  nave  an 
undoubted  right  to  expect  such  security,  and  that 
Congress  will  make  every  effort  in  their  power 
to  oDtain  from  the  respective  States  substantial 
funds  adequate  to  the  object,"  Ac,  As  to  the  com- 
mutation, it  was  urged,  on  the  part  of  the  Army, 
that  five  or  six  years  tuU  pay  was  but  a  reason- 
able sum  to  make  good  their  sufferings,  not  only 
an  account  of  the  deficiency  of  their  pay,  but  also 
on  other  accounts;  and  that  it  would  be  more 
agreeable  to  their  feUow-oitizens,  than  that  they 


should  be  pensioners  for  life.  .  Mr.  B.  mentioned 
this  from  his  memory,  which  he  said  was  con- 
firmed by  the  Journals  of  Congress  of  February, 
1783,  when  a  resolution  proposed  was  prefaced  m 
this  manner:  ^^ Whereas^  in  consequence  of  the 
faithful  services  of  the  officers  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  and  of  their  great  sufferings,  not 
only  on  account  of  tJie  deficiency  of  their  pay,  but 
on  other  cuxounts^  Congress  have,  by  divers  reso- 
lutions, promised  them  half-pay,"  &c.  The  want 
of  money  having  been  raised  as  an  objection  against 
this  measure,  the  officers  contended  that  they  ex- 
pected nothing  more  than  certificates  for  their 
balances,  in  the  same  manner  as  other  creditors  ot 
the  United  States  had  received.  Congress  finally 
determined  to  grant  their  request ;  but  to  prevent 
the  Army  from  alienating  their  certificates  at  an 
tmder  rate,  and  thereby  affecting  the  public  credit, 
it  was  proposed  that  they  should  not  be  made 
transferable.  As  soon  as  the  deieffatibn  from  the 
Army  were  made  acauainted  with  this,  they  spumed 
at  the  idea,  and  justly  asked  if  they  were  not  free- 
men; if  the  balances  were  not  their  own  proper- 
ty ;  whether  they  had  not  the  same  right  to  dis- 
pose of  their  property  as  they  pleased,  with  every 
other  citizen?  They  therefore  insisted  to  be  put 
on  a  footing  with  every  other  creditor  who  had 
received  certificates.  The  reasoning  was  too  for- 
cible to  be  answered  with  propriety ;  and  there- 
fore Congress,  on  the  22d  of  March,  1783,  resolved, 
^Hhat  such  officers,  &c.,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
the  amount  of  five  years'  full  pay  in  money  or  se- 
curities on  interest  at  six  per  cent  per  annum,  as 
Congress  shall  find  most  convenient^  instted  of 
the  half-pay  promised  for  life;  the  said  securities 
to  be  suck  as  shall  be  given  to  other  creditors  of 
the  United  States,  provided  it  is  at  the  option  of 
the  lines  of  the  respective  States  to  accept  or  re- 
fuse the  same,"  "That,  with  regard  to  the  retiring 
officers,  the  commutation,  if  accepted  by  them, 
^uUl  6e  in  Keu  of  vnhatever  may  be  now  due,  as 
well  as  what  might  hereafter  become  due,"  ^c. 
This  commutation  amounted  to  $4,500  to  a  Colo- 
nel, and  $2,400  to  a  Captain. 

Mr.  B.  alleged  hb  privity  to  this  arrangement, 
having  been  in  Congress  at  the  time,  and  of  course 
one  of  the  parties  to  the  contract.  He  also  ob^ 
served  very  particularly  on  this  measure  originate 
ing  with  the  Army,  and  especially  the  negotiable 
property  of  the  certificates:  that  in  this  transac- 
tion all  former  demands  were  involved,  and  the 
express  stipulation  of  the  Army  and  the  assent 
of  Congress  was,  not  to  pay  a  specific  sum  in 
specie,  but  to  give  such  securities  Jar  the  balances 
as  should  be  given  to  the  other  creditors  of  the 
United  States.  Here,  dien,  was  no  difference  be- 
tween creditors;  all  were  put  on  a  footing;  and 
every  citizen  who  had  made  advances  tor  the 
Government,  or  had  fought  her  battles,  were  con- 
sidered equally  entitled  to  the  attention  of  Go- 
vernment. From  this  time  the  demands  of  the 
Army  put  on  the  face  of  a  settled  debt,  and  requi- 
sitions were  made  to  the  different  States  for  a 
fund  on  which  to  found  a  certainty  of  payment, 
at  least  of  the  interest,  from  year  to  year:  all  the 
States  but  one  having  made  the  necessary  arrange- 
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iD«ats,  the  diaii  was  frustrated;  but  many  of  tlie 
indiviaual  states  made  provisiou  for,  and  did  ac- 
tually pay,  the  interest  of  six  per  cent,  for  several 
years.    Notwithstanding  these  partial  payments 
the  public  credit  suffered  much,  and,  among  other 
causes,  the  ^reat  number  of  these  n^otiaUe  secu- 
rities brought  to  market  was  not  the  least    The 
distresses  of  some,  the  different  obiects  of  pursuit 
of  others  which  required  capital,  the  debts  oi 
others  which  called  for  payment  as  soon  as  the 
war  was  over,  aAd  the  fears  of  others  for  the  fate 
of  the  Governmuent,  all  conspired  to  brin^  on  a 
^neral  bankruptcy.    These  securities  feU  from 
six  shilUn^s  and  eight  pence  to  two  shillings  and 
six  pence  m  the  pound,  and  transfers  were  as  com- 
mon as  any  other  merchandise.    The  public  fears 
ap^  the  universal  complaint  of  creditors  finally 
brought  about  a  change  of  the  Grovemment;  and 
the  new  Constitution  was  formed,  in  which  two 
materiftl  articles  applied  to  all  creditors:  one,  that 
the  new  Government  was  to  be  liable  for  the  debts 
of  the  old;  and  another,  that  all  contracts  should 
be  carried  into  effect  agreeably  to  the  terms  of 
them.  The  old  Congress  had  so  far  complied  with 
their  engagement  as  to  give  the  securities  re- 
quired by  the  contract,  and  to  apply  to  the  indi- 
vidual States  for  the  funds  promised.    The  new 
Government,  at  the  earnest  request  of  her  credit- 
ors, turned  an  ea^ly  attention  to  the  public  d|^bt. 
8he  found  the  contracts  were  with  the  original 
creditor,  l^earer,  or  assignee.    The  holder  was 
equally  a  piM^ty  to  the  contract,  and  demanded  the 
whole  debt,  without  regard  to  the  sum  paid  for  it 
tp  the  original  holder;  on  the  other  hand,  many 
contended  for  the  right  of  the  first  creditor  ^  an 
Muitahle  demand  to  the  surplus,  (qi  at  least  a  part 
of  it,)  after  pajrhig  the  principal  and  interest  of 
tbe  sum  for  wmch  it  wa«  tcansferreML    To  this  it 
was  answered,  that  Coxip^ress  co^d  not  consider 
themselye^  as  a  Court  of  Law  or  Equity  to  deter* 
Ws^  these  claims;  they  were  bound  to  4}  B  or 
hearer,  or  his  assignee;  the  holder  of  the  evidence 
of  the  public  debt  could  alone,  in  law  or  equity, 
give  a  discharge  of  the  debt;  that  it  would  be 
unconstitutiomU  to  destroy  the  contract  of  the 
parties,  when  made  bona  fide^  and  it  was  agreed 
that  fraud  could  vitiate  every  contract  for  which 
the  Courts  of  Justice  were  adequate:  therefore  it 
was,  that  all  discrimination  was  refused ;  first,  as 
a  matter  without  the  jurisdiction  of  Congress; 
secondly,  as  a  matter  unjust  on  the  principle  of 
a  fair  contvact  ^lade  on  a  risk  to  be  run;  and, 
l^tly,  as  impracticable  in  its  very  nature.  In  oon- 
seauence  of  this,  propositions  were  made  to  the 
hoUers  of  the  public  securities  on  the  principles 
of  the  Funding  System;  the  substance  of  which 
were,  that  a3  the  Government  in  its  infancy  could 
not  embrace  a  discharge  of  the  debts,  or,  indeed, 
a  payment  of  full  interest,  without  risking  the 
pnWc  credit  as  heretofore,  and  by  this  means 
again  exposing  the  creditor  to  loss,  it  was  there- 
fore advisable  to  new-modify  the  debt,  so  that  the 
creditor  should  give  up  three  per  cent,  upon  the 
interest,  and  two  ner  cent  on  the  principal,  for 
ten  years,  for  which  he  should  receive  an  equiva- 
lent in  tlie  following  mmmer:  It  was  4  very  rea- 


sonable conjecture,  in  ease  the  new  Goremmewt 
succeeded  and  public  credU  was  restored,  that  in- 
terest would  fall  in  five  years  to  five  ver  cent, 
and  in  ten  years  to  four  per  cent;  in  wnich  case 
Congress  nought,  by  newloansj  at  that  rate  of  in- 
terest, pay  <m  the  whole  national  debt:  but  on 
the  present  plan,  she  would  secure  to  the  holder 
full  four  per  cent,  on  the  principal  for  ten  years, 
and  afterwards  six  per  cent,  for  a  certain  n«mber 
of  years,  on  terms,  with  three  ^r  cent  on  the 
interest  let  the  common  nUe  of  mterest  be  what 
it  might.  This  was  accepted  by  the  creditor 
as  a  reasonable  equivalent,  and  the  debt  was  sub- 
scribed. 

The  event  proved  the  truth  of  the  supposition, 
and  the  value  of  the  Funded  I>ebt  at  one  time 
rose  to  twenty-^ve  shillings  on  the  pound  on  six 
per  cent.,  while  loans  have  been  made  by  the 
United  States  at  from  four  to  five  per  cent.  Con- 
gress then  gave  a  certainty  of  six  per  cent  for  a 
number  of  yemy  on  the  terms  of  the  loans  for  a 
partial  reduction  for  ten  yeaxs,  and  a  less  interest 
on  the  arrears  of  interest  then  due.    This  was 
certainly  a  fuU  and  generous  equivalent;  and  the 
only  advantage  ffatned  by  the  public  was,  a  modi- 
fication of  the  £bt,  by  which  the  burden  would 
be  divided,  and  the  increased  number  of  citizens, 
during  fourteoi  or  fifteen  years,  would  bear  their 
proportion  <^  the  expense  of  a  war  in  the  benefit 
of  which  they  so  essentially  participated.  At  the 
time  of  funding  the  public  dm.  the  irredeemable 
quality  was  considered  as  a  full  equivalent  and  a 
compliance  with  the  public  £uth.   Mr.  B.  alleged 
that  ne  was  then  a  publie  creditor,  and  considered 
it  in  that  point  of  ught.    He  was  a  creditor  that 
had  a  right  to  feel  a  loss  as  much  as  any  man. 
He  was  a  creditor  of  1776,  .when  the  Army  could 
not  be  sent  to  Canada  without  hard  money.    He 
was  a  creditor  in  1777,  when  the  prisoners  were 
perishing  for  want  of  food  and  clothing,  and  the 
Government  could  not  furnish  a  single  suit,  or  a 
tolemble  supply,  for  their  extreme  &tFe$8.    He 
was  a  creditor  or  1778,  when,  at  the  Valley  Foig^ 
the  tracks  of  the  soldiers  were  marked  with  \AwA 
for  want  oi  shoes,  which  he  collected  in  different 
parts  of  the  State  by  his  own  exertions,  and  at 
his  own  exi^ense,  without  fee  or  reward,  and  was 
not  repaid  till  1779.    He  was  a  large  creditor  of 
1779,  when  Congress  sent  to  lUl  parts  of  the  Union 
easnestly  calling  on  the  friends  of  their  country 
to  come  forward  with  loans  for  the  public  exigen- 
cies; and  he  was  a  creditor  as  an  officer  of  the 
Army,  in  which  he  had  served.  Under  this  view 
of  the  subieot,  Mr.  B.  acknowledged  that  he  had 
entertained  great  jealousies  lest  some  other  end 
was  aimed  At  by  the  present  resolution  than  the 
ostensible  one;  this  was  raised  when  he  heard 
gentlemen  found  the  success  of  the  resolution  on 
Oie  savings  made  by  the  Funding  System,  when 
those  gentlemen  had  for  years  past  bieen  continur 
aUy  representing  that  system  as  founded  on  aa 
extravagant  waste  of  public  treasure;  that  the 
irredeemability  of  the  debt  was  a  tax  on  the  GK>- 
vernment  which  ought  never  to  have  been  admit- 
ted, as  moneys  mignt  have  been  loaned  at  four 
per  cont.,  and  by  tMt  means  one-third  of  the  debt 
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saTed  to  the  Union.  What  ideas,  then,  must  we 
form  of  a  resolution  calculated  to  raise  the  hopes 
of  the  memorialists,  which,  in  the  end,  would 
certainty  turn  out  a  mere  shadow,  and  worse  than 
a  shadow?  This,  really,  was  trifling  with  the 
complaints  of  our  fellow-citizens.  There  had 
been  no  saving^.  The  creditors  who  had  posses- 
sion of  the  public  contracts  had  received  a  full 
equivalent  for  their  demand  by  their  own  free 
consent,  at  twenty  shillings  in  the  pound.  Where, 
then,  Was  room  for  a  demand  on  the  Crovernment 
for  any  saving?  If  there  was  a  foundation  for  a 
claim,  it  must  be  against  the  possessors  of  the 
certificates;  but  however  just  it  mi^ht  be,  it  was 
merely  illusory  to  form  the  resolution  on  princi- 
ples that  had  no  existence. 

The  losses  sustained  by  the  line  of  the  Army 
were  not  peculiar  to  them  as  creditors  of  the 
United  States.  AU  classes  of  citizens  who  had 
^^erously  advanced  their  money  for  die  support 
of  this  very  Army  in  food,  clothing,  arms,  and 
ammimition,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Government 
itself  at  home  and  abroad,  had  been  equal  suffer- 
ers, without  the  emolument  which  the  Army  had 
received,  in  the  most  distressing  times  of  the  war. 
The  Army  had  been  a  refuge  for  many  gentlemen 
ilriven  firom  their  homes,  while  other  citizens 
were  obliged  to  wander  for  a  considerable  time 
without  emplov  or  relief.  He  extended  his  ob- 
Bervations  to  other  citizens  who  had  suffered  dur- 
ing the  war.  and  particularly  mentioned  the  suf- 
ferers at  Palmoutl^  Charlesto  wn.  New  York,  Nor- 
folk, Yorktown,  and  South  Carolina,  as  those  who 
were  of  the  first  class  in  the  United  States;  as 
also  the  a^ed,  the  widows,  and  the  orphan  credit- 
ors, who  had  sufftod  without  receiving  any  ad- 
vantage whatever  from  the  public  bounty. 

Mr.  B.  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  practica- 
bility of  the  measure,  supposing  its  equality  and 
justice  to  be  ^rly  established.  As  the  application 
was  now  founded  on  the  savings  on  each  man's 
individual  certificate,  the  principle  equally  reached 
every  public  creditor.  Suppose,  then.  A,  B,  C,  D, 
and  tf,  received  their  certineates  together:  A  sold 
bis  at  six  shilling  and  eight  pence  in  the  pound 
to  raise  a  capital  to  purchase  public  lands,  which, 
at  one  time  m  this  city,  sold  at  six  pence  lyer  acre; 
B  sold  his  certificate  at  two  shillinfi[s  and  six  pence 
in  the  pound,  to  save  a  wife  and  children  from 
starving;  C  sold  his  to  raise  a  capital  to  go  into 
the  speculating  line;  D  sold  on  one  day  from  ne- 
cessity, but  replaced  it  the  next  day,  and  kept  it 
till  the  Fundii^  System  took  place,  and  then  sold 
at  twenty  shillings  in  the  pound;  while  E  having 
confidence  in  the  Grovemment,  and  not  being  under 
a  necessity  of  selling,  funded  it  under  the  present 
system.  How  could  a  discrimination  take  place 
here?  or  would  it  be  fair  equally  to  remunerate 
all  these  original  holders?  But  suppose  some  had 
sold  at  twenty  shillings,  and  also  had  received  all 
the  emolimients  of  the  Pennsylvania  line;  where 
would  be  the  distributive  justice  of  the  measure 
now  proposed?  If  you  extend  this  doctrine  to  the 
public  creditors  at  large,  it  will  appear  in  a  strong 
point  of  l^t  It  is  well  known  that  the  common 
practice  of  the  Government  during  the  war,  was. 


to  issue  certificates  in  fictitious  names — the  names 
of  clerks  in  c^ice,  of  heads  of  deportments,  or  otftier 
persons — merely  to  make  them  answer  the  pur* 
pose  of  a  paper  currency:  as  they  were  payable 
to  beareiv  the  name  was  never  thou^^t  to  be  ma* 
terial.  The  pcsrson  doing  the  service  or  lending 
his  money  received  these  certificates,  and  was  re* 
ally  the  original  holder,  yet  the  lace  of  the  certifi- 
cate sp^e  a  different  lan^^uage.  in  this  ease  a 
discrimination  would  be  impossible;  and  mu<^ 
the  largest  part  of  the  public  debt  was  oontraoted 
in  this  way,  after  the  war  was  over.  Many  debts 
had  been  pieud  by  merchants  and  others  to  their 
forei^  creditors  and  others,  in  certificates  at  thaii 
nommal  value;  and,  in  otner  cases,  individuals 
had  failed,  and  the  loss  had  whoUy  fallen  om  theif 
creditors.  Mr.  B.  eam^tly  dooteiulied  that  tb»  cs* 
pense  of  a  discrimination  would  exceed  the  reve- 
nues of  the  United  States.  The  nature  of  trans- 
ferable stock,  which  is  designed  to  operate  as  cur- 
rent money,  forbids  the  idea  of  a  discrimination, 
and  all  public  credit  must  necessarily  fail  if  such 
a  doctrme  was  to  prevail  m  the  finances  of  the 
Union.  This  was  a  very  serious  and  impoftatit 
idea,  worthy  the  attention  of  the  ajmlicants,  who 
certainly  wete  interested  in  the  pubuc  weal.  The 
right  of  freemen  to  dispose  of  their  own  jrfoperty 
as  theyplease,  was  involved  in  the  question:  for 
if  the  Grovemment  was  to  make  up  every  loss  on 
a  transfer,  then  it  ought  not  to  be  mi^de  without 
their  consent.  Mr.  B.  hoped  he  would  not  be  uii- 
derstood  to  deny  either  the  services  or  the  suffer- 
ings of  the  Army;  but  he  alleged  the  luromised 
recompense  was  given,  which  ^d  heen  trans* 
ferred  with  all  th^  legal  and  eqmtahk  right  ta 
the  holder,  who  had  received  from  Gof^uin^al 
the  fM  value,  and  therefore  mt  farlhtT  demaid 
either  in  law  or  equity  remained  'a^inst  the  Go- 
vernment. The  uQ^iable  quality  wsts  a  prin- 
ciple in  the  securities  insisted  on  by  tl^e  An^, 
and  which  they  had  used  as  they  cnose,  for  dif- 
ferent purposes,  and  from  different  views.  He 
acknowledged  that  the  generosity,  benevc^enct^ 
and  humanity  of  Congress,  had  been  addressed: 
to  this  he  answered,  that  tney  were  but  stewards 
of  the  people's  property,  for  which  they  were  an^ 
swerable;  that  they  were  not  sent  hete  to  show 
their  generosity;  it  was  to  do  justice;  and  that  not 
to  one  class,  but  to  every  description  of  ckiseas. 
He  knew  of  but  one  rule  for  every  citizen  of  the 
United  States.  They  were  all  equaHy  itpresent* 
ed  in  that  House ;  bat  at  all  events  it  becaiae  them 
to  be  just  before  they  were  generous* 

Mr.  B.  assured  the  House  that  he  had  taken  up 
so  much  of  their  time,  because  he  found  that  •• 
one  had  come  forward  fairly  to  meet  the  question^ 
and  he  had  too  great  a  regard  for  tue  memorial- 
ists to  wish  them  to  go  away  under  the  idea  that 
anything  had  been  refused  to  them  which  ought 
in  nroprietv  to  have  be^  done.  At  any  rate,  he 
had  candidly  and  above-board  given  the  r easoiis  of 
his  vote  on  this  im[Kirtant  occasion,  which  wotilt 
be  against  the  question  psoposed  by  the  genlVrmaaL 
from  Virginia. 

The  Oommittee  now  rose,  wiiiioiiit  uMog  mf 
ipieition. 
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TuESDAT,  January  15. 

An  en^a'Aed  bill  relative  to  claims  a^rainst  the 
United  States,  not  barred  by  any  act  of  limitation, 
and  which  have  not  been  already  adjusted,  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  FiTZsiMONB,from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  biU  to  authorize  a  Loan  in  the  certifi- 
cates or  notes  of  such  States  as  shall  have  balances 
due  to  them,  upon  a  final  settlement  of  accounts 
with  the  United  States ;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded, 

"That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  and 
bring  in  a  bill  for  placing  on  the  pension  list  all  such 
officers  and  privates  of  the  Militia  as  have  been  or  shall 
be  wounded  or  disabled  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  not  provided  for  by  law :" 

Ordered,  That  the  said  motion  be  referred  to 
the  consideration  of  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Thursday  next. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded, 

**  That  the  memorial  and  petition  of  sundiy  merchants 
of  the  dty  of  Charleston,  in  the  State  of  South  Caroli- 
na, engaged  in  commerce  previous  to  the  late  Revolu- 
tion, which  was  presented  to  this  House  at  the  last 
session, '  stating  the  particular  hardships  under  which 
they  labor,  from  the  twofold  causes  of  (he  operation  of 
the  fourth  article  of  the  definitive  Treaty  of  r  eace,  and 
of  so  much  of  the  act  of  Congress  for  funding  the  public 
debt,  as  redeems  the  old  Continental  money,  at  the  rate 
of  one  hundred  dollars  thereof  for  one  dollar  specie ; 
the  former  requiring  them  to  pay  their  British  debts  in 
steriing  money,  with  full  interest  to  the  present  time ; 
and  the  latter  depriving  them  of  all  hope  of  indemnity 
firom  the  effects  of  depreciation  and  tender  laws,  to 
whieh  they  were  exposed  during  the  war,  and  praying 
lehef :"  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  to  whom  are  referred  the  memori- 
Mh  of  the  lines  of  New  Hampshire,  Massadiuaetts, 
New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  and  Maryland. 

This  motion  occasioned  a  debate;  those  who 
opposed  it,  contended  that  it  was  a  distinct  and 
dmerent  case  from  that  of  the  officers;  that  it  in- 
yolred  a  very  difierent  investigation  and  could  not 
therefore  be  connected  with  it ;  and  that  it  appeared 
to  be  designed  to  embarrass  and  perplex  the  appli- 
cation of  me  officers. 

fai  support  of  the  motion,  a  variety  of  reasons 
were  adduced  to  show  that  the  cases  were  parallel, 
and  that  there  was  no  propriety  in  making  a  dis- 
tinction between  dififerent  classes  of  citizens  in  their 
ajmlication  for  relief  in  similar  cases.  After  con- 
siderable debate, 

The  previous  question  being  called  for  by  five 
members,  to  wit:  "Shall  the  main  question,  to 
agree  to  the  said  motion,  be  now  put  ?" 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  30,  nays 
24,  as  fi:^ows : 

Tbas^ — ^Fisher  Ames,  Robert  BamweU,  Elias  Bondi- 
not,  Shearjashub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Abraham 
Cltfk,  Thomas  Fitzmmons,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Nicholas 
Oifanan,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  Christo- 
bImt  Greenup,  Daniel  Heisler,  Aaron  KitcheU,  Amaaa 
ijeamed,  George  Leonard,  Stjnuel  Livermore,  Natha- 
aM  Niks,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel 
Smith,  William  Smith,  John  Steele,  Samuel  Stenrott, 


Jonathan  Sturges,  Thomas  Sumpter,  George  Thalcher, 
Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Alexander  White,  and  Hugh 
Williamson. 

Nats« — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Eg- 
bert Benson,  Jonathan  Dayton,  William  B.  Giles,  An- 
drew Gregg,  William  Barry  Grove,  Thomas  Hartley, 
James  HiUhouse,  Israel  Jacobs,  Richard  Bland  Lee, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madison,  John  Francis  Mer- 
cer, Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans 
Murray,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker, 
Peter  Sylvester,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham  Tenable, 
Artemas  Ward,  and  Francis  Willis. 

And  then  the  main  question  being  put,  that  the 
House  do  agree  to  the  said  motion,  it  passed  in 
the  negative — yeas  24,  nays  30,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Elias  Bou* 
dinot,  Sheaijashub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,.  Abra- 
ham Clark,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Ni- 
diolas  Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  Gordon, 
Aaron  Kitdiell,  Amasa  Learned,  George  Leonard,  Sa- 
muel Livermore,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  William 
Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Jonathan  Sturges,  Thomas 
Sumpter,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker, 
and  Alexander  White. 

Nats^ — John  Baptist  Adie,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Eg* 
bert  Benson,  Jonathan  Dayton,  William  B.  Giles,  Chris- 
topher Greenup,  Andrew  Greg^g*  William  Barry  Grove, 
Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Heister,  James  HiUhouse,  IdtmI 
Jacobs,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James 
Madison,  John  Francis  Mercer,  Frederick  Augustus 
Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Murray,  Nathaniel  Niles, 
Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Theodore 
Sedgwick,  Peter  Sylvester,  John  Steele,  Thomas  Tred- 
well, Abraham  Venable,  Artemas  Ward,  Hugh  Wil- 
liamson, and  Francis  Willis. 

PAY  OF  THE  LATE  ARMY. 

The  petitions  of  the  officers  of  the  late  Army 
being  under  consideration  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  following  motion  was  made  by  Mr . 
Gerry,  viz : 

**  Reselvedf  As  thjo  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
provision  be  made  for  such  officers,  non-commissioned 
officers,  and  soldiers  of  the  late  Army  of  the  United 
States,  who  received  certificates  for  the  balances  due  to 
them  on  a  final  settlement  of  their  respective  accounts : 
Provided,  That  such  provision  shall  not  exceed  the  di^ 
ference  between  the  nominal  amount  of  the  said  certifi- 
cates and  the  real  amount,  estimated  at  the  present 
rates  in  the  market,  of  the  certificates  which  are  or  may 
be  issued  for  those  first  mentioned,  pursuant  to  an  act 
making  provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Clark  moved  an  amendment,  which  was 
to  insert  in  the  first  clause  after  the  word  **  for," 
aUpersonawho  have  received  liquidated  ceriyir 
catea  for  aervices  rendered  or  supplies  furnMed 
during  the  late  ioar;  and,  on  this  motion  to 
amend,  Mr.  Hartley  made  the  following  obser- 
vations: 

Mr.  H.  wished  that  a  question  upon  the  prayer 
of  the  petitions  might  be  fi&irly  taken,  without  any 
embarrassment  or  connexion  with  another  sub- 
ject. Let  us,  he  said,  consider  and  discuss  the 
claims  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  late  Army, 
and  either  grant  them,  or  dismiss  their  petitions 
with  decency.    The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey 
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yesterday  ouoe  forward  whh  a  resolution,  express- 
ing that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  could  not  be 
granted.  If  this  was  consistent  with  his  ofanion, 
It  was  candid ;  he  appeared  openly  to  avow  his 
sentiments.  I  cannot  say  quite  so  much  in  his 
favor  to-day  for  withdrawing  his  motion.  In- 
deed; the  motion  presented  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  comes  forward  in  so  questionable  a 
shape,  that  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  who  are  friends 
or  enemies  to  the  objects  of  the  petitioners.  To 
adopt  the  proposed  amendment,  I  consider  as  death 
to  the  motion  on  the  table ;  it  embraces  too  much ; 
it  contemplates  what  the  abilities  of  this  country 
are  not  coinpetent  to.  I  hope  it  }Krill  not  be  agreed 
to.  The  officers  and  soldiers  attempt  to  show  that 
there  is  a  distinction  between  their  case  and  other 
citizens  \  besides,  what  hare  they  to  hope  from  the 
bounty  and  magnanimity  of  the  nation  1  It  may 
not  be  amiss  for  me  here  to  mention,  that  I  hare 
never  had  a  certificate,  and  that  I  am  not  person- 
ally interested  in  the  question.  I  was  an  omcer  in 
rirt  of  the  war.  but  have  nothing  to  ask  for  here, 
consider  that  the  officers  and  soldiers  have  a 
claim  of  justice  as  well  as  equity,  besides  what 
they  might  expect  from  the  magnanimity  of  the 
nation.  I  shaU  say  but  a  few  words  on  the  suf- 
ferings and  distress  of  the  Army ;  they  were  ffreat, 
and  unexampled  in  the  history  of  mankind.  Those 
who  are  now  present,  and  were  either  in  the  Ca- 
binet or  field,  must  know  the  force  of  my  observa- 
tion. I  will  not  detail  the  scenes  of  misery  ex- 
hibited during  the  war.  To  support  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  country,  officers  and  soldSers 
freely  entered  into  the  service.  In  the  year  1776, 
the  officers  had  half-pay ;  in  the  year  1777,  the  pay 
was  nominally  increased,  but  unfortunately  de- 
preciation came  on^  and  their  actual  compensation 
was  less  than  the  year  before.  I  have  a  respect 
for  a  militiaman,  but  his  case  cannot  be  compared, 
in  point  of  difficulties  and  danger,  to  that  of  the 
officer  and  soldier — the  former  occasionally  called 
forth,  the  latter  constantly  at  the  post  of  danger 
and  duty.  There  was  certainly  an  inequality  in 
their  situations,  which  ought  to  have  been  com- 
pensated for  to  the  soldier.  The  officer  who  was 
married,  though  he  could  meet  the  dangers  of  the 
field  himself,  yet  could  not  view  with  fortitude 
the  poverty  and  misfortune  which  threatened  his 
family. 

Congress  had  made  no  provision  to  grant  half- 
pay  to  the  officers  (who  should  serve  to  the  end 
of  the  war^  until  some  time  in  the  year  1778. 
Several  officers  who  were  well  attached  to  the 
cause,  owing  to  their  necessities  and  the  circum- 
stances of  their  families,  were  obliged  to  resi^. 
The  Commander-in-Chief  saw  ihe  evils  which 
threatened  his  country  and  the  Army ;  he  stated 
them  to  Congress ;  some  strong  promises  and  ap- 
pearances were  absolutelv  necessary  on  the  part 
of  Government,  or  the  Army  would  not  be  kept 
together.  These  were  made  in  the  most  solemn 
manner.  Many  officers  and  soldiers  were  retained. 
Depreciation  still  continued.  The  soldier,  hungry 
mad  forlorn,  was  obliged  to  take  the  p^^r  that 
was  offered  him  by  the  Government  Tnis  was 
not  in  general  the  case  with  the  farmer ;  the  latter 


most  commonly  parted  witly  his  property  volun- 
tarily. One  kind  of  paper  followed  another  during 
the  war ;  each  depreciated ;  but  still  Congress,  by 
repeated  resolutions,  (in  order  to  induce  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  to  remain  at  their  post,)  engaged 
that  they  should  be  compensated  at  the  end  of 
the  war.  Certificates  of  different  kinds  were  i^ 
sued;  and  I  believe  Congress,  and  the  whole 
American  world,  expected  they  were  to  be  paid 
in  specie  as  soon  as  there  was  sufficient  ability  in 
the  Gk)vemment.  And  I  still  think  there  b  a  dif- 
ference between  their  claims  and  those  of  the 
other  citizens.  At  the  first  session  of  Congress 
under  the  present  Government,  the  House  resolved 
that  they  would  support  the  public  credit;  and 
strong  expressions  were  used.  This  gave  great 
confidence  to  the  public;  certificates  were  en- 
hanced in  value,  and  many  of  them  had  passed 
into  the  hands  of  strangers,  under  the  faith  of  Gro- 
vernment ;  so  that,  when  tne  Funding  bill  passed, 
nothing  could  be  done  without  the  consent  of  the 
holders.  I  wished  exceedingly  for  an  opportunity 
to  give  my  aid  in  favor  of  the  officers  and  soldiers 
who  had  served  to  the  end  of  the  war.  It  was  a 
voluntary  act  in  the  holder  to  flmd  his  debt  at 
about  four  per  cent.,  and  it  appears  there  is  a  con- 
siderable saving  to  Government  out  of  the  earn- 
ing of  the  officer  and  soldier,  and  which  may 
fairly  and  honorably  be  granted  to  them.  I  mean 
to  reach  this.  Those  who  concur  with  me  in 
sentiment,  on^t  to  be  against  the  amendment 
now  under  consideration,  and  assist  to  alter  the 
motion  so  as  to  embrace  the  objects  we  have  in 
view. 

The  Committee  rose  without  coming  to  any 
conclusion. 


WsoNEsnAT,  January  16. 

The  House  a^ain  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  memorials  of  the 
late  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  lines  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts,  New  York,  Pennsylvania, 
Delaware,  and  Maryland;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the 
(Jommittee  had  again  had  the  said  memorials  un- 
der consideration,  and  come  to  a  resolution  there- 
upon ;  which  being  amended  to  read  as  follows : 

**Re^ved,  That  it  is  the  <^inion  of  this  Committee 
that  the  prayer  of  the  memorials  of  the  offioere  and 
•ddiers  of  several  of  the  lines  of  the  late  Army  oi  the 
United  States,  ought  not  to  be  granted." 

The  question  was  taken,  that  the  House  do 
agree  to  the  said  resolution,  and  it  was  resolved  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  43,  nays  10,  as  follows : 

Tkasw — Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Elias  Bondinot,  Sheariashub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Abraham  Clark,  William  Findley,  Thomas 
Fitzsimons,  Nicholas  Oilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue, 
James  Gordon,  Andrew  Gregg,  William  Barry  Grove, 
Daniel  Heister,  James  Hillhouse,  Israel  Jacobs,  Philip 
Key,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  John  Lau- 
rence, Amasa  Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  George 
Leonard,  Samuel  LWermore,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Andrew 
Moore,  Frederick  Augustas  Muhlenberg,  Alexander  D. 
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On,  Thaodora  SadfwidK,  Pater  8jhwtor,  Jartoikh 
Smith,  WiUkai  Snith,  John  8(Mle,  StfDvel  Stenett, 
Jonathan  Bttagm,  Tbomaa  Samptar,  Oaotf  e  Tbotdwr^ 
Thomaf  Ttidor  Tockar,  Abiaham  VanaUa,  Jeremiah 
Wadaworth,  Alexander  White,  and  Hugh  WiUiamMm. 
Nat»^-J(^  Bi^rtiat  Aaha,  Abraham  Baldwin,  El- 
bridge  Oerry,  WilliMn  B.  Gilea,  Chriatopher  Crreenup, 
TlunDaa  Hartley,  Jamea  Maduion,  John  Francia  Mer- 
cer, John  Page,  and  Thomaa  TredwelL 

Ordered,  Tluit  Mr.  Quowm  be  added  to  the  com- 
mittee a]>|K>iated  the  14th  of  November  last,  to 
take  into  conaideratton  that  part  of  the  Prssi- 
DfiifT'a  Speech  which  relates  to  the  transmiasion 
o(  newspapers,  and  report  whether  any,  and  what 
alterations  may  be  necessary  in  the  act  passed 
last  session,  for  the  regulation  of  the  Post  Office, 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Stjoblb,  excused  from  senring 
thereon* 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Mbscbr  be  added  to  the 
committee  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  report 
of  the  committee  appointed  to  in<}iure  into  the 
causes  of  the  failure  of  the  expedition  under  Ma- 
jor General  St.  Clair. 


Thursday,  January  17. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  determining  the 
Northern  boundary  of  the  territory  ceded  to  the 
United  States  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina ; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  an  amendment 
thereto ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  continue  in  force, 
fbr  a  limited  time,  and  to  amend  the  act,  entitlea 
**An  act  providing  the  means  of  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  foreign  nations :" 

INDIAN  TRADE. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  In- 
dian tribes,  which  lay  on  the  table ; — when 

Mr.  Madison's  amendment  came  up  for  con- 
sideration, vix !  to  strike  out  the  eightn  section, 
which  provided  that  no  sale  of  land  made  by 
any  tribe  of  Indians  shall  be  valid  to  any  person 
or  State,  whether  such  State  may  have  the  right 
of  pre-emption  or  not,  unless  the  same  be  made 
and  executed  at  some  public  treaty  held  for  that 

Surpose,  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States: 
.nd  in  lieu  thereof,  to  insert  a  new  section,  declar- 
ing that  no  person  shall  be  capable  of  acquiring 
any  title  to  an^  lands  beyond  the  Indian  bounda- 
ries, and  withm  those  of  the  United  States,  by 
purchase,  gif^,  or  otherwise,  from  the  Indians 
claiming  the  same ;  and  that  it  shall  be  a  misde- 
meanor in  any  person,  punishable  by  fine  and  im- 
prisonment, at  the  discretion  of  a  jury,  to  obtain, 
accept,  or  treaty  for  any  title  to  such  lands.  Ana 
when  any  Indians  shall  desira,  of  their  own  ac- 


cord, to  sell  any  part  of  their  laads^  aad  it  shall  be 
deemed  for  the  interest  of  the  Umted  States  that 
a  purchase  ahall  be  made,  the  same  shall  be  done 
no  otherwise  than  by  a  treaty  to  be  entered  into 
pursuant  to  the  Constitntion;  the  lands  so  pur- 
chased to  enure  to  the  use  of  whoever  may  have 
the  right  of  pre-emption  thereto,  and  who  shall 
pay  tl^  price  thereof. 

Mr.  Madison  observed,  that  misimderstandings, 
quarrels,  and  wars  with  the  Indians,  had  orijgi- 
nated  from  the  circumstance  of  persons  having 
obtained,  through  fraud,  or  other  improper  means, 
possession  of  lands  belonging  to  the  indiai».  This 
consideration  rendered  it  highly  important  that 
this  whole  bonness  should  be  mnder  the  ahsoliiCe 
and  sole  direction  of  the  public  authority,  in  or- 
der to  guard  eflectuaUy  against  the  fatal  conse- 
quences which  may  result  to  the  public  by  being 
precipitated  into  a  war,  through  the  arts  of  un- 
principled persons,  who^  while  &e  public  are  made 
to  sustain  great  calamities,  often  find  means  to 
extricate  themselves  from  bearing  their  proportion 
of  its  inconveniences  and  expenses. 

Mr.  LivBRMORi  moved,  that  the  words  "at  the 
discretion  of  a  jury:"  "and  it  shall  be  be  deemed 
for  the  interest  of  the  United  States  diat  a  pw- 
chase  shall  be  made,"  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  Barnwell  objected  to  the  amendment.  He 
thou^t  the  original  section  as  comprehensive  as 
the  other ;  that  it  was  better  worded,  and  liable 
to  fewer  exceptions;  for  though  the  latter  is  longer, 
yet.  sales  maoe  pursuant  to  treaties  held  under  an 
authority  not  expressly  pointed  out,  would  be  Ita^ 
ble  to  cavil  and  revision ;  and  the  persons  holding 
a  treaty  for  the  purpose  of  making  purchases,  are 
exposed  to  a  penalty. 

Mr.  QiLBS  preferred  the  substitute,  because  it 
provided  a  penalty  for  impn^>er  purchases. 

Mr.  FrrzsiMONB  proposed  to  retain  the  original 
section,  and  to  amend  it,  by  inserting  after  the 
word  sale,  m'  gi/t;"  and  to  add  the  penalty  con- 
tained in  the  substitute. 

The  original  section  was  struck  out,  and  the 
new  section  was  amended  as  proposed ;  and  die 
bill  and  amendment  were  ordeied  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 


Friday,  January  18. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  li- 
mited time,  and  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  ''An 
act  providing  the  means  of  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  foreign  nations,"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  determining  the  Northern 
boundary  of  the  territory  ceded  to  the  United 
States  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  regulate  trade  and  inter- 
course with  the  Indian  trines  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

JOHN  TUCKER. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Cooamittee  df 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  compensate  Joha 
Tucker. 

Mr.  8bd«wioc  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  five 
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hundred  and  nine  dt^rs.  Mr.  Tucker's  petition 
stated  that  his  actual  expenses  in  attending  on  the 
Court  fire  different  times  amounted  to  three  hun^ 
dred  dollars,  and  that  he  paid  nine  dollars  for  a 
seal  for  the  Circuit  Court  of  Rhode  Island. 

The  motion  was  opposed.  It  was  said  that  it 
would  establish  a  dangerous  precedent  for  the  €k>- 
Ternment  to  pay  the  voluntary  expenses  of  an  ap- 

g [leant  for  an  aj>pointment  under  the  United 
tates ;  and  that  m  the  present  case  the  actual 
services  only  ought  to  be  compensated  according 
to  the  provision  made  by  a  subseqpient  law.  In 
reply  it  was  said,  that  it  was  taken  for  granted 
Mr.  Tucker  had  applied  for  the  appointment,  but 
no  evidence  of  this  is  adduced ;  several  circum- 
stances were  mentioned  to  show  that  the  contrary 
was  the  fkct.  and  that  he  was  called  to  discharge 
the  duties  or  the  office.  The  question  is,  whether 
he  ou£^ht  not  to  have  his  necessarv  expnenses,  in- 
curred in  attending^  the  courts  reimbursed  ? 

The  motion  for  nve  hundred  and  nine  dollars 
was  superceded  by  a  motion  fbr  three  hundred 
and  nine  dollars,  which  was  agreed  to.  The 
Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  with  this 
amendment;  which  was  adopted  by  the  House, 
and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  thircf 
reading. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded, 

*<  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
make  provision  of  half-pay  £n  seven  yean,  to  the  wi- 
dows and  orphans  of  such  officers  of  tne  Army  of  the 
United  States  as  have  been  killed  in  the  service,  since 
the  third  day  of  Jane,  in  the  year  of  onr  Lox^d  one 
AoQsand  seven  hundred  and  e(ghty-foar,  or  who  may 
hereafter  be  killed  in  the  senrice  of  the  United  States.^' 

Ordered,  That  the  said  motion  be  referred  to 
the  consideration  of  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Wednesday  next. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  on  the  petition  of  Joseph  Hen- 
derson 'y  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
the  said  report  under  consideration,  and  direeted 
him  to  report  to  the  House  their  disagreement  to 
the  same. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  re- 
port ;  and,  on  the  question  that  the  House  do 
a^ee  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their 
disagreement  to  the  same,  it  passed  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

Aad  then  the  said  report  being  amended  at  the 
Clerk's  table  to  read  as  follows  : 

*'Ruoked,  That  there  be  aUowed  to  Jom|4i  Hente- 
ion  a  yearly  salary  of  one  hundred  doAars,  Smt  his  aer^ 
vices  aa  Paymaster  to  the  Navy  Board  for  the  Bastem 
Departmentt  from  the  tenth  day  of  August,  one  thou* 
•and  seven  hundred. and  seventy-eight,  to  the  tenth 
day  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
two,  being  four  years ;  and  that  the  officers  of  the  Trea- 
sury be  authorized  to  pass  the  same  to  his  credit,  and 
to  settle  his  account  accordingly :" 

It  was,  on  the  questiMi  pitt  thereupon,  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 


Ordered,  That  a  bili  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Mr.  Ambs, 
Mr.  Bbn JAMiif  BouRNB,  and  Mr.  Clark,  do  pre- 
pare and  brinff  in  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ^An 
act  respecting  fugitives  from  Justice,  and  persons 
escaping  from  the  service  of  their  masters,"  in 
which  mey  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 


Monday,  January  21. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  compensate  John  Tucker 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  ordened  to  be  recom* 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Williamson,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed, presented  a  hiU  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  in- 
firm seamen ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
res^ting  fugitives  from  justice^  and  persons  es- 
caping from  the  service  of  their  masters,"  was 
read  twice,  and  conunilted. 

BALANCES  DUE  CERTAIN  OTATB8* 

Mr.  FrrzsiMONB,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  bill  to  authorize  a  Loan  in 
the  certificates  or  notes  of  such  States  as  shall 
have  bafamces  due  to  them  uvon  a  findi  settlement 
of  accounts  with  the  United  States,  reported  an 
amendatory  bill ;  which  was  received,  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  commit^  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whcde  Hoose  immediately. 

The  House,  accordingly,  resolved  itself  inio  the 
said  Conunittee ;  when 

Mr.  QiLBS  moved  that  the  proviso  in  the  second 
section  of  the  bill  should  be  struck  out,  respecting 
the  assent  of  the  individual  States  to  the  new 
Loan,  as  it  does  not  agree  with  the  idea  precisely, 
contained  in  the  resokitions  on  which  the  bill  was 
kmnded ;  and,  adverting  to  the  provision  contained 
in  the  Funding  Law  respecting  these  balances,  he 
observed,  that  the  bill  now  reported  interfered 
with  the  disposition  of  the  balances,  whereas  that 
law  has  vested  the  disposition  of  them  exclusively 
in  the  several  States. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONs  said,  that  there  was  a  variation 
in  the  proviso  in  the  bill,  from  that  in  the  original 
resohrtioML  which  ha^  accidentally  taken  |uace. 
He  said,  toat  the  variation  was  certainly  not  in 
orderj  and  he  therefore  moved  that  the  proviso  in 
the  bill  should  be  amended  so  as  to  conform  to  the 
resolutions. 

Mr.  Sb»6wicc  mnarked.  that  the  gentleman 
last  speaking  was  undoubtealy  right  in*  respect  to 
the  point  of  order,  but  he  did  not  draw  the  same 
conclusion.  The  proviso  in  the  biH  may  vary 
from  that  in  the  resolutions )  but  if  it  more  com- 
pletely comports  with  the  ideas  of  a  majority  of 
the  Committee,  he  saw  no  good  reason  for  not 
adopting  it.  He  added  some  observations  on  the 
remarks  of  Mr.  Gilw,  which  he  considered  as 
making  it  a  question,  whether  the  Grovemment 
should  literally  comply  with  its  engagements  or 
not?    This,  he  hoped,  would  never  be  made  asub- 
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iect  of  debate  in  the  Legislature  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  F1TZ8IMON8  said,  he  hoped  the  amendment 
which  he  suggested,  would  take  place. 

Mr.  Clark  observed,  that  he  thought  the  bill 
was  altogether  wron^ ;  he  moved,  therefore,  that 
it  should  be  recommitted.  Mr.  C.  entered  into  a 
general  consideration  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  Laurance  was  in  favor  of  the  Committee's 
rising.  He  cited  an  instance  in  point,  which  oc- 
curred the  last  session.  A  select  committee  on  the 
census  had  exceeded  the  limits  of  the  principles 
agreed  to  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  the 
bul  they  reported  was  accordingly  recommitted ; 
the  House  would  not  then  consent  to  altering  the 
bill  in  the  House,  as  it  would  sanction  a  deviation 
from  established  principles. 

Mr.  Murray  was  opposed  to  the  Committee's, 
rising ;  he  saw  no  occasion  for  it ;  the  variation 
is  merely  verbal,  and  can  be  easily  corrected. 

The  question  for  the  Committee's  rising  was 
put,  and  agreed  to.  They  accordingly  rose,  and 
reported  progress.  On  motion,  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  was  discharged.  The  bill  was  then 
recommitted  to  the  select  committee  which  re- 
ported it.  The  requisite  alteration  being  made, 
the  bill,  as  amended,  was  reported  to  the  House 
twice  read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  Committee  proceeded  in  the  discussion  of 
thebilL 

Mr.  Mbrobr,  after  statins  that  various  unfriend- 
ly remarks  were  made  on  the  Qovemment,  and  on 
particular  members,  in  consequence  of  the  former 
assumption,  and  informing  me  Committee  that 
there  was  a  large  sum  of  the  paper  money  of  a 
particular  State  in  this  town,  wnich  was  selune  at 
ten  shillings  in  the  pound,  observed  that  this  bill 
would  appreciate  the  value  of  that  paper  perhaps 
to  208.  in  the  pound.  In  order,  therefore,  to  ffive 
the  fullest  infomuition  to  the  people  cf  the  Umted 
States,  and  to  prevent  those  at  seven  or  eight  hun- 
dred miles  distance  from  being  defrauded,  he 
moved  an  amendment,  the  object  of  vdiich  was  to 
prevent  certificates  which  have  been  transferred 
within  a  certain  period  from  being  subscribed  to 
the  loan. 

Mr.  F1TZ8IM 0N8  said,  as  he  had  brought  forvratrd 
the  resolutions  on  which  the  bill  was  founded,  he 
thought  it  incumbent  on  him  to  notice  the  observa- 
tions advanced  by  the  ffentleman  in  support  of  his 
motion.  He  remarked,  that  with  respect  to  the 
general  sentiment  of  the  people,  perhaps  he  knew 
as  little  about  it  as  others ;  but  this  he  knew,  that 
if  unfavorable  impressions  had  not  been  made,  it 
was  not  because  attempts  had  been  wanting  for 
that  purpose  on  the  part  of  individikals  withinUiese 
walls.  With  respect  to  himself  he  felt  no  solici- 
tude:  but  if  any  member  of  this  House  knew  of 
any  facts  of  the  kind  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman, 
let  the  person  who  knows  of  such  things  boldly 
come  forward  and  charge  openly  the  guuty ;  witn 
respect  to  the  present  motion,  he  would  have  no 
objections  to  it,  provided  it  did  not  interfere  with 
the  ffeneral  provisions  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Bourne  said,  he  should  be  in  ftivor  of  the 


motion,  provided  it  was  practicable ;  but  he  did 
not  see  how  it  could  be  carried  into  execution. 

Mr.  Williamson  supported  the  motion.  He 
said  it  met  his  approbation  so  far  as  it  would  con- 
duce to  protecting  the  original  holders  of  the  State 
debts  from  such  speculations  as  they  suffered  at 
the  time  of  the  former  assumption. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  remarked  on  the  rapid  rise  of  the 
value  of  the  paper,  in  consequence  of  the  former 
assumption,  and  said,  that  considering  what  human 
nature  was  constituted  of,  the  speculations  alluded 
to,  and  which  he  had  lamented  as  much  as  any 
man  whatever,  were  to  have  been  expected.  He 
then  adverted  [uurticularly  to  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Mercer,  in  which  he  had  said  he  had  his  suspi- 
cions even  of  the  members  of  the  House.  Mr. 
Sedgwick  said,  the  ears  of  members  had  been  often 
assailed  by  insmuations  and  suspicions  of  the  base 
conduct  of  individuals  in  this  House,  as  speculat- 
ing in  their  own  measures.  If,  said  Mr.  Sedg- 
wick^ there  is  so  base  and  infamous  a  character 
within  these  walls ;  if  there  is  one  member  of  this 
House  who  has  been  guilty  of  this  abominable 
conduct,  of  plundering  his  constituents  of  their 
property,  in  the  manner  represented,  let  his  name 
be  mentioned,  let  the  man  be  pointed  out.  From 
the  part  he  had  taken  in  this  matter  from  the  be- 
ginning, and  from  the  suggestions  which  had  been 
circulated,  he  had  some  reason  to  suppose  it  miffht 
be  intended  to  implicate  him  in  the  charge.  He 
could  not  help  feeling  himself  called  upon  to  notice 
such  indiscriminate  msinuations,  such  attempts  to 
affix  a  stigma  on  particular  characters ;  men  whose 
reputation  is  their  dearest  possession.  Mr.  Sedg- 
wick then  offered  several  objections  to  the  motion; 
he  remarked  that  its  tendency  would  be  to  keep 
open  the  door  of  speculation. 

Mr.  Merger  replied  to  Mr.  Sedgwick  ;  he  ob- 
served, that  his  remarks  were  directed  to  human 
nature  at  large ;  he  considered  it  as  a  point  not  to 
be  controverted  that  temptation,  in  proportion  to 
its  extensive  and  flattering  prospects,  would  always 
have  an  influence ;  for  himself,  he  could  never 
wish  to  have  his  own  honor  and  integrity  put  to 
the  test.  He  subscribed  to  the  sentiments  of  Mr. 
Sedgwick,  respecting  the  sacred  nature  of  reputa- 
tion, and  repeated  the  lines  from  Shakspeare : 
^  He  that  robs  me  of  my  good  name,"  4cc 

Mr.  White  said  he  disapproved  of  the  principle 
on  which  the  amendment  was  brought  forward. 
He  believed  the  aspersions  on  the  members  oi 
Congress  were  totally  unfounded.  He  did  not 
doubt  but  speculations  had  been  carried  on  to  a 
very  ^eat  extent,  during  the  dependence  of  the 
Funding  Act;  but  this  could  not  be  avoided; 
men  would  venture  according  to  their  opinion  of  the 
final  event  of  the  measure,  and  prices  would  conse- 
quently fluctuate.  When  the  proposition  for  dis- 
crimination was  brought  forward,  the  price  of 
paper  fell :  when  it  was  rejected  the  price  rose 
again.  It  was  probably  the  same  with  regard  to 
the  State  Debts,  in  the  various  stages  of  the  sub- 
ject ;  but  surely  no  suspicion  of  improper  conduct 
could  fall  on  those  who  voted  imiformfy  either  for 
or  against  the  measure.  Indeed  the  above  hat 
generally  fallen  on  those  who  opposed  theassump- 
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tion  in  the  extent  first  proposed,  and  roted  for  it 
as  finally  modified.  These  were  but  five  in  num- 
ber; they  were  easily  known)  three  yet  retain 
their  seats,  two  are  <h  the  same  State  with  the 
gentleman  who  ofifered  the  amendment,  and  are 
not  now  members  of  the  House ;  that  he  was  of 
the  number,  and  he  was  confident  that  no  man 
applying  the  charge  of  speculation  to  himself  or  to 
any  one  of  those  who  voted  with  him,  would  be- 
Ueye  there  was  the  shadow  of  truth  in  it ;  but  he 
would  attend  to  the  discussion ',  and,  however  he 
might  dislike  the  reason  assigned  for  offering  the 
amendment,  if  he  found  any  good  likely  to  arise 
from  it,  would  give  it  his  vote. 

Mr.  MfiBOBR's  remarks  brought  out  several  other 
members,  who,  severally  adverting  to  the  circum- 
stances attending  the  passing  the  Fnndii^  Act, 
showed  that  thot^  they  had  voted  for  the  system, 
that  they  were  not  influenced  by  personal  consi- 
derations. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Mebcer  was  repeatedly 
modified  and  altered^  and  then  Anther  deoaied. 

Mr.  Barnwsll  said,  he  disapproved  of  the  mo^ 
tka;  it  appeared  to  be  a  very  extraordinary  mea- 
sure indeed ;  the  ostensible  motive  is  to  prevent 
speculation,  bttt  it  will  have  directly  the  eontrary 
effect.  The  way,  in  his  opinkn,  to  prevent  specu- 
lation, was  to  amreciate  the  value  of  the  certificates 
in  the  hands  of  the  holders ;  but  what  will  be  the 
effect  of  this  measure?  it  will  lessen  the  value  of 
the  paper  immediately,  by  preventinffthe  possess- 
or from  transferring  the  property.  This  he  con^ 
sulered  as  a  retrospective  measure,  and  that  the 
Government  had  no  right  to  abridge  the  right  of 
transferring )  it  is  a  quality  of  the  property,  and 
cannot  be  taken  away  by  any  subsequent  law.  He 
considered  the  measure  as  counteracting  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  bill  altogether,  the  design  of  wnich 
is  to  give  a  value  to  the  paper  in  the  hands  of  the 
owners.  In  every  view  of  the  proposition  he  was 
opposed  to  it ;  and  though  it  af^pears  designed  to 
benefit  the  distant  creditora^  yet  he  felt  so  folly 
persuaded  that  it  would  operate  to  the  disadvantage 
of  his  constituents,  that  he  should  under  every 
modification  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  Madison  replied  to  Mr.  Barnwbll  ;  he  ob- 
served, that  the  eentkman  arcued  from  proper 
principles,  if  they  nad  been  applied  to  a  different 
case.  The  present  proposition  of  providing  for 
these  balances  is  a  voluntary  business,  which  this 
Gk>vernment  is  under  no  obligation  to  engage  in ; 
hut  having  engaged  in  it,  the  measures  it  may 
adopt  on  the  occasion,  have  no  necessary  reference 
to,  or  connexion  with  the  general  r^uktions  un- 
der which  the  paper  now  exists ;  the  Government 
may  make  jusi  what  arrangements  it  thinks  pro- 
per. The  provision  now  contemplated,  he  re- 
marked, was  however  to  be  justified  on  its  own 
merits ;  the  uses  and  the  consequences  re^tinf 
horn  it,  were  designed  to  be  salutary ;  and  with 
respect  to  persons  remote  from  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment, who  are  equally  entitled  to  protection  in 
every  sense  with  those  who  reside  there,  they  would 
evidently  he  benefited  by  the  regulation. 

Mr.  Murray  opposed  the  motion,  as  being  hos- 
tile to  the  public  faith,  as  inrolving  an  infraction 


of  that  faith,  so  far  at  least  as  the  value  of  the  cer- 
tificates have  been  enhanced  in  consequence  of 
what  has  already  been  done. 

Several  other  members  spoke  on  the  occasion ; 
and  the  motion  was  at  length  negatived  by  the 
Committee^ 


Tuesday,  January  22. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Hoi]»e  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  acoompanyinff  his 
Report  on  the  petition  of  Thomas  Wisnart ;  'mich 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  memorial  of  the  manufacturers  of  cordage, 
lines,  and  packthread^  of  Providence,  in  the  State 
of  Rhode  island,  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  praying  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the 
said  manufacture;  by  repealing  the  drawback  of 
the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  the  reshipment  and 
exportation  of  cordage,  twine,  and  packthread,  of 
foreign  manufacture;  and  allowing  a  drawback 
of  ^e  aforesaid  duties  on  foreign  hemp,  in  case  of 
its  being  manufactured  and  reshipped  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  otherwise,  as  to  the  wisdom  of  Con- 
gress may  seem  meet. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred 
to  Mr  Benjamin  Bourne,  Mr.  Goodhue,  and  Mr. 
Moore;  that  they  do  examine  die  mutter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon, 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  Williamson,  ftom  the  conunittee  appoint- 
ed, presented  a  bill  to  promote  commerce  by  the 
increase  of  American  seamen;  which  was  received, 
read  twice,  and  committed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  petition  of  Henry  Emanuel 
Lutterloh,  made  on  the  8th  of  May  last :  where- 
upon. 

Resolved,  That  the  Accounting  Officers  of  the 
Treasury  cause  the  account  of  Colonel  Henry 
Emanuel  Lutterloh,  for  his  traveling  and  passage 
expenses,  incurred  in  coming  to  America  and 
joining  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  in  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  being 
seven  hundred  and  forty-six  dollars,  to  be  settle^ 
and  the  amount  thereof  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Grove, 
Mr.  Sohoonmaker,  and  Mr.  Benjamin  Bourne, 
do  prepare  and  hring  in  the  same. 

BALANCES  DUE  CERTAIN  STATES, 

The  House  aj^in  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  author- 
ize a  Loan,  in  the  certificates  or  notes  of  such 
States  as  shall  have  balances  due  to  them  upon 
a  final  settlement  of  accounts  with  the  United 
States : 

Mr.  Mercer's  proviso  was  again  under  consi- 
deration, some  objection  being  made,  Mr.  Mer- 
cer offered  the  proposition  in  a  new  form,  still 
preserving  the  orismal  object  respecting  trans- 
fers or  sales  of  certificates.  The  debate  was  renew- 
ed on  this  motion.  The  question  beingat  length 
taken^  the  proposition  was  negatived— 32  to  28. 
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The  seecMid  secticm  being  read^  Mr.  Stdhoes 
mored  an  additioo,  which  authorizes  the  States 
respectiyeiy  to  peicribe  the  sereral  species  of 
the  notes  or  certificates  which  shall  be  sobecribed 
to  the  loan.    This  was  affreed  to. 

A  proviso  was  moved  bv  Mr.  Wiliamsoii  to 
the  following  purport:  "That  no  certificate  of 
any  State  shsll  be  considered  as  the  debts  of  the 
State  which  shall  not  be  recognised  as  such  by 
the  LfCgislature  thereof  within  twelve  months 
after  the  same  shall  have  been  subscribed."  With- 
out deciding  on  this,  the  Oommittee  rose,  and  re^ 
ported  progress. 

Wednesday,  January  23. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Governor  of  Maryland,  enclosing  a  re- 
turn of  the  election  of  William  Hinoman,  to 
serve  as  one  of  the  men^bers  of  this  House,  for 
the  said  State,  in  the  room  of  Joshua  Seney. 
who  has  resigned  his  seat  ^  which  were  read,  ana 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  member,  in  his  place,  laid  before  the  House 
a  Letter  from  the  Qovernor  of  Kentucky,  enclos- 
ing a  representation  from  the  Legislature  of  the 
said  State,  respecting  an  adjustment  of  a  claim 
of  that  State  against  the  United  States,  fox  the 
expense  of  certam  expeditions  against  the  Indians; 
which  were  read,  ana  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

LOANS  AND  PINANODS. 

Mr.  Giles  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the 
House  certain  resolutions :  aAer  readin^^  which, 
he  proceeded  to  mention  tne  reasons  which  had 
influenced  him  in  moving  them.  The  resolutions 
are  as  follows : 

**IU9ohedy  That  th«  PmssiDiiiT  or  thb  Uhitxo 
Statis  be  refoested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this 
House  copies  of  the  authorities  under  which  loans  have 
been  negotiated,  pursuant  to  the  acts  of  the  fourth  and 
twelfth  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety,  together  with  copies  of  the  authorities  directing 
the  am>lieation  of  the  moneys  borrowed. 

**J(e9ohed,  That  the  PaKsiDXirt  or  Taa  UirrrsB 
StATxs  be  requested  to  cause  this  House  to  be  ftir- 
nfahed  wi^  the  names  of  the  persons  by  whom,  and  to 
whom,  the  reepective  payments  of  the  French  M^  have 
been  made  in  Pranoe,  pursuant  to  the  act  for  tiiat  por^ 
pose;  specifying  the  dales  of  the  rsspeolive  drafts  upon 
the  CommisiieiMra  hi  Holland,  and  the  datasef  the  re- 
spective payments  «f  the  debt  A  simlkr  stataiiwnt  is 
requested  respecting  the  debts  to  Spain  and  Holland. 

"  Rmhed,  That  the  Seerelary  of  the  l^reasuiy  be 
dnected  to  lay  hdbie  this  House  an  account  eahiMtiBg, 
haltooBlhly,  the  baluMss  bstween  the  United  Steles 
and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  inchMling  the  seva- 
ral  Branch  Banks,  fiom  tbs  oomoMnoement  of  those 
laetitnlioBa,  to  the  end  of  the  year  one  thousand  seven 

hundred  and  ninety-two. 

**Jg|ssfcndL  That  the  Secretery  of  the  TieasuiT  be 
directed  to  hy  before  this  House  an  account  of  all 
BMneya  whidi  may  have  ooom  into  the  Shihing  Pond, 
ttom  the  commMieement  of  ^t  Institution  to  die  nre- 
seat  time;  spee^Mng  die  paitinriar  ftnud  ftom  whkh 
they  have  a(<cnMd.and  cshftitiBg^kaltyearly^dw  mmm 

mQmTVwSOt  anQ  WBW  OV^Hi^^k 

**JlsseAie<  Ttet  te  OiuiHwy  eTlke  Tmmmf  he 


to  report  to  thii  House  the  heJanoe  of  all  ub* 
applisd  revenues  at  the  end  of  the  year  eoe  thooisiid 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  i^iedfying  idiedier  in 
money  or  bonds,  and  noting  where  the  mon^  is  d^ 
posited;  that  he  also  make  report  of  all  nnsppttsd 
moneys  which  may  have  been  obtained  by  the  several 
loans  authorized  iy  law,  and  where  such  moneys  aie 
now  deposited.'' 

The  resolutions,  said  Mr.  Qilbs,  hare  grown  out 
of  the  embarrassments  I  have  met  with  in  attempt^ 
ing  to  comprehend  the  Report  of  the  Secretary- of 
the  Trea8ury,made  in  rarauance  of  an  order  of  this 
House  of  the  27th  of  December,  1792,  exhibiting 
sundry  statements  respecting  foreign  loans.  These 
embarrassmente  have  mcreased  in  propoition  to  the 
attention  which  I  have  bestowed  on  the  subiect; 
and  a  number  of  oflioial  jiaperB  to  which  1  nare 
had  reference  for  information,  instead  of  elucidat- 
ing, seem  rather  to  obseore  the  inquiry.  To  ob- 
tain necessary  information,  therefore,  is  the  object 
of  these  resolutions,  and  no  one  can  aoubt  the  im- 
mediate applicability  ai  this  ikifbrmation  to  a  hill 
now  lying  upon  your  table,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
imhuning  the  loan  of  ^2,000,000  made  of  the  Baak 
of  the  United  States,  by  opening  a  new  loan  for 
that  sum  abroad,  and  bv  changing  the  application 
of  the  like  sum  already  aonowed  and  appropriated 
to  the  discharge  of  the  debt  to  Fmnce  from  its 
original  destination  to  the  immediate  discharge  of 
the  debt  to  the  Bank. 

The  first  resolution  has  arisen  trom  that  part  of 
the  printed  Rei>ort  of  the  Secceeary  of  the  Trea* 
sury  which  exhibits  the  terms  upon  which  variowr 
loans  have  been  made  abroad,  but  neither  presenter 
the  precise  authorities  underwhich  thoee  negotia* 
tiens  have  been  made,  nor  the  precise  amount  of 
the  sums  borrowed  for  the  s^arate  and  distinct 
objects  of  the  two  acts  mentioned  in  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Another  reason  has  more  strongly  suggested  the 
propriety  of  oallivg  for  the  iaformation  re^ueeled 
by  this  resolution.  The  bill  now  upon  your  table, 
which  has  been  before  alluded  to.  contemplates  the 
whole  of  the  moneys  borrowed  firotn  abroad,  and 
now  on  hand,  as  heiatt  okiginally  appropriated  le 
the  dieicharge  of  the  Aench  debt,  and  proposes  to 
change  the  original  destinntioD  of  these  identic«l 
monep;  and  the  reason  asidgned  for  this  mea- 
sure has  been  the  unsettled  slate  of  aikirs  in 
France. 

In  the  printed  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  he  remarks  thai  the  sune  nM>neys  are 
(appUcabie  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  it  appears 
sChmge^  that  after  express  and  distinct  apprc^Mria- 
tions  by  law,  that  any  misunderstanding  relative 
to  this  object  shonld  exisi.  and  the  informatioB 
called  for  may  possibly  explain  this  eeeming  con- 
tradiction. 

The  second  resolution  has  arken  from  that  part 
ofthenrinted  Report  marked  B,andvrhich  ex- 
hibit dke  payments  made  to  Pranee,  hot  does  not 
foraish  the  names  of  the  persons  engaged  in  those 
negotiations^  nor  does  it  present  to  view  die  leiigth 
of  time  those  pemns  have  been  sossesmd  of  mt 


pnhlie  soneysk  by  elating  the  daHes  of  the  re- 
■ptiatifn  dinfta  in  Hottai^  and  the  dates  of  the 
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aetunl  application  of  the  monevs  to  the  discharge 
of  the  deht ;  and  it  is  evident  that  from  the  times 
the  loans  are  respectirelv  created,  to  the  times  oi 
the  actual  application  or  the  moneys  borrowed, 
the  United  States  are  paying  the  usual  interest 
upon  the  debt  intended  to  be  redeemed,  and  the 
stipulated  interest  upon  the  moneys  borrowed  for 
the  redemption.  This  remark  is  equally  applica- 
ble to  the  payments  of  other  foreign  debts  with 
the  payments  of  the  debt  to  France. 

The  third  resolution  has  arisen  from  calcula^ 
tions  drawn  partly  from  the  last  page  of  the 
piinted  report,  and  from  the  ori^nal  Bankbook  of 
the  United  States,  from  which  it  appears  that  the 
balances  in  Bank  in  faror  of  the  United  States 
were  as  follows : 
fat  Bank^  Philadelohia,  30th  May, 

1792,  and  16th  June,  same  year, 

in  branch  banks  -  -      $676,9^  55 

1792,  June  30th,  in  all  banks  in  the 

United  States      -  -        555,271  22 

July  28th  and  31st,  in  all 

banks  in  the  United  States         51 1,423  91 
August  25tk,  30th.  and  3l8t. 
in  all  banks  in  tne  United 
States       -  -  -        740,903  87 

On  the  1st  of  June,  a  loan  was  negotiated  with 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  for  $100,000,  at  5  per  cent,  per  an- 
num. On  the  1st  of  Jiuy,  another  loan  was  made 
upon  the  same  terms  for  the  like  sum.  On  the 
1st  of  August,  another  loan  was  made  upon  the 
same  terms  for  the  like  sum.  On  the  1st  of  Sep- 
tember aiu>thfir  loan  was  made  upon  the  same 
terms  for  tne  Jike  sum.  It  appears  from  the  last 
page  of  the  printed  Report,  that  there  had  been 
drawn  into  Anierica,  from  the  15th  of  December, 
1790,  to  the  27th  of  January,  1792.  of  the  moneys 
borrowed  abroad,  the  sum  of  2,6o3,621  florins,  2 
stivers,  and  6  deniers.  If  this  sum  were  unex- 
pendeaya9d  lodged  in  the  bank  at  the  times  of 
making  these  loans,  (and  Congress  have  never  yet 
been  informed  of  any  deficiency  (j£  reveoue,)  the 
United  States  will,  oi  consequence,  have  paid  upon 
the  moneys  borrowed  from  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  from  15  to  17  per  cent,  per  annum,  to 
wit :  they  will  have  paid  5  per  cent,  upon  the  ori- 
ginal debt  to  France,  5  per  cent,  upon  the  moneys 
borrowed  for  its  redemption,  exclusive  of  douceurs 
and  other  charges,  and  5  per  cent,  upon  the  sum 
borrowed  oi  the  Mmk,  which  may  be  deemed  part 
of  this  deposite  made  in  the  Bank  by  the  Umted 
States.  But,  discarding  these  inferences,  it  must 
at  least  be  admitted  tlmt  the  United  States  are 
paying  5  per  cent  for  the  loan  ol  moneys  from 
the  Bank,  when  a  sum  larger  than  the  loan  itself, 
is  actually  deposited  in  Ba^  It  is  here  to  be  re- 
marked, that  a  balance  of  cash  is  adimtted,  by  the 
Treasurer's  return,  to  have  been  in  his  hands 
on  the  31st  of  Deoember,  1790,  amounting  to 
$973,342  43,  and  in  July  30,  1791,  the  sum  of 
$582,189  54. 

I  aim  informed  that  bills  are  often  drawn  in  fa- 
vtMT  of  the  Bank  for  moneys  in  the  bands  of  the 
revenue  officers  in  distant  parts  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  credit  is  entered  in  the  Bank  book 


upon  the  receipt  of  sueh  biUs,  although  the  moneys 
may  not  actually  be  in  Bank  for  some  time  after 
the  credit  is  entered,  and  hence  it  is  inferred  that 
the  Bank-book  does  not  conclusively  show  the  real 
sum  in  Bank,  not  to  mention  that  such  bills  answer 
all  the  purposes  of  cash,  and  ought  therefore  to  be 
credited  upon  the  receipt  of  them.  It  is  to  be  re- 
marked that  there  is  a  regular  and  continual  in- 
flux of  moneys  into  the  Buik  hj  the  operation  of 
these  bills.  It  is  not  very  material  whether  a  bill 
lodged  in  Bank  to-day,  should  be  paid  to*day,  prO" 
yided  something  like  the  same  sum  should  be  paid 
in  consequence  of  a  bill  lodged  in  Bank  one  or  two 
months' ago,  and  the  bill  of  to^ay  should  be  paid 
one  or  two  months  hence.  The  following  state- 
ment wUl,  in  some  measure,  e^lain  this  idea,  by  ex- 
hibiting half-monthly  the  balances  of  public  money 
in  all  tne  banks,  about  the  middle  and  end  of  eacn 
month,  beginning  with  May,  1792,  and  ending 
with  December  of  the  same  year : 
May  ...  -      $340,322  11 

May  -  -  -  -        332,116  35 

June  -  -  .  -        776,107  65 

June  -  -  -  .        523,272  22 

July  ...  -        441,637  13 

July  -  -  -  .        521,426  91 

August      -  -  -  -         743,470  19 

August      -  -  -  .         740,903  08 

September  -  -  -         695,302  23 

September  -  -  -        367,961  25 

October     -  -  -  -        456,895  52 

October     -  -  -  -        473,388  99 

November  -  -  -         681,250  09 

November  -  -  -         811,212  51 

December  15         -  -  -      1,020,824  73 

December  22,  and  January  5— 
last  returns  ...  790,642  11 
The  fourth  resolution  has  arisen  from  that  part 
of  the  printed  Report  which  remarks  that  the  re- 
ndve  ythe  sum  aravmfrom  Holland,  amounting 
to  $1,^^188  27  is  applicable  to  the  purchase  of 
the  public  debt.  It  is  known  that  the  sum  of 
$1,374,656  40^ing  the  surplus  of  the  revenue  up 
to  the  end  of  December,  1790,  was  originally  ap- 
propriated to  the  Sinking  Fund ;  that  the  surplus 
of  other  appropriations  have  been  applied  to  this 
fund,  and  that  the  interest  of  the  deot  purchased 
has  also  been  wholly  appropriated  to  its  increase. 
It  is  also  known  that  hetween  $1,100,000  and 
$1,200,000,  and  no  more,  of  the  original  appropria- 
tion, have  been  really  invested  in  tne  purchase  of 
the  debt ;  it  is,  therefore,  somewhat  unaccounta- 
ble that  so  large  a  sum  as  $1,668,188  should  be 
drawn  from  the  loans  abroad,  when  the  Sinking 
Fund  has  always  overflowed  from  domestic  re- 
soi|rces,  and  when  the  probability  of  purchasing 
is  extremely  lessened  by  the  rise  in  the  price  (7 
paper  and  the  limitations  of  the  last  act  of  Con- 
gress upon  that  subject.  It  would  not  be  deemed 
an  economical  arrangement  to  make  a  loan  of  so 
large  a  sum  of  money  upon  terms  by  no  means 
honorable  or  advantageous,  and  appropriate  it  to 
the  purchase  of  the  debt  under  limitations  which 
would  forbid  its  investiture.  The  information 
called  for  in  this  resolution  may  possibly  explain 
these  diflieulties. 
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The  fifth  and  last  rcsoiutioa  has  arisen  from 
that  part  of  the  {»rinted  Report  (pagfe  5)  which 
states  the  whole  sums  drawn  from  Holland  to 
amomit  to  $2,304,769  13;  bat  neither  immedi- 
ately presents  to  view  the  balance  on  hand,  nor 
informs  where  that  balance  is  deposited.  It  ap- 
pears by  the  Bank-book,  that  the  wnole  deposite  of 
the  United  States  in  Bank  at  this  time,  from  all 
resources,  amounts  to  $790,642  11.  Hence,  it  will 
appear  from  a  statement  partly  conjectural,  and 
partly  founded  upon  the  statements  in  the  printed 
ed  Report,  and  some  official  documents,  that 
$1,554,851  43  remain  unaccounted  for,  as  will 
appear  from  the  following  account : 

Sums  'Which  ought  to  he  in  the  Treasury. 

Whole  moneys  drawn  from  Hol- 
land, as  stated  in  the  printed 
Report,  page  5  - 

Deduct  paid  for  St.  Domingo,  as 
stated  in  printed  Report,  page  5 


$2,304,769 
455,263 


Leaves  a  balance  of 
Deduct  to  foreign  officers,  if  paid 

Leaves  a  balance  of 
Add   surplus  of  Sinking  Fund, 

conjectural        -  -  . 

Add  surplus  of  revenue  of  1792, 

reported  at        - 


1,859,506 
191,316 

1,668,190 

400,000 

277,385 


Whole  amount  -  -  2,345,495 

Sums  not  taken  into  this  estimate :  First.  Any 
moneys  not  paid  of  the  $191,316,  due  to  foreign 
officers.  Second.  So  much  moneys  in  Bank  as 
arose  from  the  revenues.  Third.  The  receipts  of 
the  current  year. 

From  this  aggregate  sum  of        -  $2,345,495 

Deduct  in  Bank    ...  790,642 


Balance  not  accounted  for 


1,554,853 


In  this  last  estimate,  cents  have  not  been  taken 
into  calculation,  whicn  makes  an  inconsiderable 
variation  in  some  of  the  sums. 

Another  circumstance  appears  somewhat  sin- 
gular :  in  the  printed  Report,  2,986,000  florins  are 
stated  to  have  been  drawn  from  Holland  in  the 
year  1792.  Id  the  Bank-book,  it  appears  from  the 
list  of  bills  drawn,  that  8,695^37  florins  were 
drawn  for  in  the  same  time.  This  difference,  I 
presume,  may  admit  of  explanation  probably  from 
the  manner  of  ne£rotiatins  this  matter,  or  from 
some  casual  mbtake.  It  deserves,  however,  to  be 
explained. 

It  appears  from  another  statement,  made  up  to 
the  1st  of  April,  1793,  that  there  ought  to  be  at 
that  time  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  m  the  Trea- 
sury to  reimburse  the  loan  of  2,000,000  dollars  to 
the  Bank,  and  to  answer  all  the  other  purposes  of 
Grovemment. 

TVeasury^  Dr. 

April  1,  1793.  Balance  of  foreign 
loans     -  .  -  -    $1,668,182  27 

Surplus  of  Sinking  Fund,  conjec- 
tural     ....         400,000  00 


Bonds  payable  in  December,  1792 
Bonds  payable  in  January,  1793  - 
Bonds  payable  in  Februairy 
Bonds  payable  in  March  - 
Surplus  of  the  revenue  of  1792  - 
All  the  revenue  of  the  current 
year,  estimated  at         - 


460,126  00 
129,332  00 
87,057  00 
202,447  00 
277,305  27 

1,000,000  00 


These  sums  make  the  sum  of     4,224,389  54 


Debt  to  Bank^  if  paid 

One  quarter's  interest,  to  April, 
1798       -  -  •  - 

Bonds  payable  in  December,  if  ap- 
plied to  the  last  quarter's  interest 

One  quarter's  expenses  of  Army 
and  Qovemment,  estimated  at  - 


Deduct  this  sum  from 

Balance  in  favor  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, if  the  debt  of  the  Bank  be 
piid    _  -  -  - 


Cr. 
$2,000,000  00 

700,000  00 

460,126  00 

400,000  00 

3,560,136  00 
4,224,389  54 

664,263  54 


The  papers  from*  which  I  have  collected  these 
statements  mi\y  be  deceptive  in  themselves,  or 
may  be  subject  to  explanations  from  others.  Can- 
dor, however,  induces  me  to  acknowledge  that 
impressions  resulting  from  my  inquiries  into  this 
subject,  have  been  made  upon  my  mind,  by  no 
means  favorable  to  the  arrangements  made  by  the 
gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. But  I  shall  keep  myself  open  to  convic- 
tion, in  case  of  any  sufficient  explanation  which 
may  be  hereafter  given,  and  1  now  avow  that  my 
acknowledgment  of  mistake  shall  be  at  least  com- 
mensurate to  any  conviction  produced. 

I  cannot  help  remarking,  before  I  sit  down,  that 
we  have  been  lefi^slatinf  lor  some  years  without 
competent  official  knowledge  of  the  state  of  the 
Treasury,  or  revenues ;  in  the  course  of  which 
time,  we  have  been  enga^d  in  the  most  import- 
ant nscal  arrangements ;  tnat  we  have  authorized 
a  loan  of  the  B^nk  of  the  United  States  for  more 
than  $500,000,  when  probably  a  greater  sum  of 
public  money  was  deposited  in  the  Bank ;  that  we 
nave  passed  a  vote  this  session,  authorizing  a 
further  loan  for  $800,000^  and  that  we  were 
upon  the  point  of  authorizing  a  loan  abroad  for 
$2,000,000,  without  knowing  the  extent  of  the  au- 
thorities at  present  existing  for  borrowing,  the 
amount  of  monevs  on  hac^  in  consequence  of 
loans  already  maae,  or  the  application  of  the  mo- 
neys which  may  have  been  used  ;  and  I  conceive 
it  IS  now  time  that  this  information  be  officially 
laid  before  this  House. 

The  said  resolutions  were  then  severally  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

BALANCES  DUE  CERTAIN  STATES. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  author- 
ice  a  Loan  in  the  certificates  or  notes  of  stieh 
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States  as  shall  hare  balances  «kie  to  them  upon  a 
final  settlement  of  aceoants  with  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Williamson's  proviso  was  taken  into  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Macon  offered  another,  in  lieu  of  Mr.  Wil- 
liamson's; the  purport  specifying  particularly 
certain  notes  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  whicn 
that  State  had  proscribed,  and  which  he  proposed 
should  be  excluded  from  the  loan  now  under  con- 
sideration. The  certificates  are  those  issued  at 
Warrenton,  in  1786 ;  certificates  to  pay  for  a  mi- 
litia expedition  against  the  Indians  m  1788 ;  and 
certificates  signed  Patrick  Tyaver$» 

Mr.  Williamson  withdrew  his  motion,  and  that 
moved  by  Mr«  Macon  was  agreed  to. 

Several  other  amendments  were  moved,  but  not 
agreed  to. 

The  Committee,  having  gone  through  with  the 
discussion  of  the  bill^  rose,  and  reported  it,  with 
sundry  amendments.  The  House  took  the  same 
into  consideration,  and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  Mercer  then  renewed  his  motion  for  a  pro- 
viso respecting  assignments  or  transfers  of  State 
certificates.  The  object  is,  to  exclude  from  the 
loans  all  certificates  so  transferred  or  assigned, 
from  the  first  day  of  January,  1793,  to  the  first  day 
of  June  following. 

Some  further  debate  took  place.  It  was  urged 
i^  support  of  the  motion,  that  the  provision  now 
to  he  madefor  a  certain  deseription  o[  creditors^  is 
merely  a  benefit ;  in  conferring  which,  the  Qo- 
vernnient  had  a  right  4o  annex  what  conditions 
Ihey  thought  pnoper  ;•  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Legislature  y)  take  measures  to  prevent  those  at 
a  distance  from  the  Seat  of  Qovemment  from  be- 
ing speculated  upon,  to  their  great  injury  and  loss; 
that  imputations  have  been  thrown  upon  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Lc^slature,  in  respect  to  the  advan- 
tages taken  of  the  uninformed  on  the  first  assump- 
tion; and  therefore,  as  an  opportunity  is  now 
offered  to  the  House  to  purge  themselves  of  aU 
suspicions  of  improper  motives,  the  amendment 
ought  to  take  place.  In  answer  to  the  objection 
on  the  proviso's  being  retrospective,  it  was  said, 
that  it  had  relation  to  such  assignments  or  trans- 
fers only,  as  have  taken  place  since  this  act  origi- 
nated. 

In  opposition  to  the  proviso,  it  was  said,  that  the 
present  bill  was  not  merely  a  bounty  or  benefit 
conferred  on  the  creditors ;  it  is  a  measure  just, 
reasonable,  and  proper  in  itself;  and  on  this  prin- 
ciple only  it  is  to  be  justified.  It  was  further 
urged,  that  the  proviso  was  unconstitutioCialj  hav* 
ing^  a  most  manifest  retrospective  operation,  mter- 
fering  with  contracts  which  the  parties  at  the 
time  had  a  m'ost  undoubted  right  to  niake,  and 
thus  altering  the  value  of  their  property ;  it  was 
reviving  the  principle  of  discrimmation  between 
the  original  holders  and  the  assignees,  a  principle 
that  had  been  so  pointedly  reprolmted  by  a  large 
majority  of  the  Legislature  on  a  former  occasion. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  seconded,  further 
to  amend  the  said  bill,  ana  debate  arising  there- 
upon, an  adjournment  was  called  for,  and  the 
Uoose  adjourned. 
2d  Con.— 28 


THURsnAT,  January  24. 

BALANCES  DUE  CERTAIN  STATES. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  authorize  a  Loan  in  the  certificates  or  notes 
of  such  States  as  shall  have  balances  due  to  them, 
upon  a  final  settlement  of  accounts  with  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  whereupon,  a  motion  was  made,  and 
the  question  being  put,  further  to  amend  the  said 
bill,  by  adding,  to  the  end  of  the  second  section, 
the  following  proviso,  to  wit : 

"  Provided,  That  no  such  notes  or  certificates  shall 
be  subsoibftble  in  any  name,  other  than  that  of  the 
original  owner,  if  living,  or  if  dead,  of  his  legal  repre- 
sentative, and  except  such  as  are,  or  may  be,  transfer- 
red by  executors,  aaministrators,  or  assigns,  under  any 
bankrupt  act,  unless  accompanied  with  an  affidavit,  cer^ 
ttfied  by  a  magistrate,  that  ^e  transfer  or  assignment 
to  the  party,  in  whose  name  and  behalf  the  subscripdon 
is  offeredj  was  not  made  at  any  time  between  the  first 
day  of  January  and  the  first  day  of  June  next,  and  that 
such  party  is  &e  true  and  bona  fide  proprietor  thereof:" 

It  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  30,  nays  33,  as 
follows : 

Ybas. — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Abra- 
ham Clark,  Jonathan  Dayton,  William  Findley,  Wil- 
liam B.  Giles,  Christopher  Greenup,  Andrew  Gregg, 
Samuel  Griffin,  William  Banry  Grove,  Daniel  Heister, 
Israel  Jacobs,  Aaron  KitcheU,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Na- 
tiianiel  Macon,  James  MadSson,  John  Francis  Mercer^ 
John  MHIedge,  Andrew  Moore,  Na&aniel  Niles,  Alaz- 
ander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Joaioh  Parker,  Cornelius  C 
Schoonmaker,  John  Steele,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham 
Ven^rfe,  Alexander  White,  Hugh  Williamson,  and 
Francis  Willis. 

NATs^-^^sher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Elias  Bondinot,  Sheaijaahnb  Bomme,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Thomas  PitzsinHms,  Bttnidge  Gerry,  Nicholas 
Gifanan,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  TlionMs 
Hartiev,  James  Hillhouse,  Daniel  Huger,  Philip  KeT> 
John  Wilkes  Kittera,  John  Lauranee,  Amasa  LeaiBea, 
George  Leonard,  Samuel  Livermore,  I'rederick  Angus-^ 
tus  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Mnnay,  Theodore  Sedg« 
wick,  Peter  Sylvester,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Wilham  Snuth, 
Samuel  Sterrett,  Jonathan  Stuiges,  Thomas  Sumpter, 
George  Thatohei^  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Jeremiah 
Wadsworth>  and  Artemas  Ward. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  question  be^ 
ing  put,  further  to  amend  the  said  bill,  by  inserting, 
after  the  word  "State,"  in  the  second  section,  the 
words  "  for  services  rendered,  or  supplies  furnish- 
ed, during  the  late  war  r''  it  passed  in  the  negative; 
yeas  29,  nays  30,  as  follows : 

Ybas^— John  B^>ti8t  Ashor  Abraham  Baldwin,  Elia« 
Boudinot,  Abraham  Clark,  Jonathan  Dayton,  William 
Findley,  William  B.  GUes,  Christopher  Greenup,  Wil- 
liam Bannr  Grove,  Daniel  Heister,  Aaron  Kitchell,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  James  Madison,  John  Francis  Mercer, 
John  Milledge,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augustus 
Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Murray,  Nathaniel  Niles, 
Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Cornelius 
C.  Schoonmaker,  Jeremiah  Smitii,  John  Steele,  Tho- 
mas Tredwell,  Abraham  Venable,  Alexander  WUle, 
and  Hugh  Williamson. 

NATs«--Pidier  Ames,  Robert  BamweU,  Egbert  Bea- 
aen,  (Kieariarirab  Beane,  Benjamin  Bomafty  Tbamas 
BMdge  Geny,  Jfiflhelas  Gihian^  Beaja- 
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min  Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  Thomas  Hartley,  James 
Hillhouse,  Daniel  Huger,  Israel  Jacobs,  John  Wilkes 
Kittera,  John  Laorance,  Amasa  Learned,  George 
Leonard,  Samuel  Livermore,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Pe- 
ter Sylvester,  William  Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Jona- 
than Sturges,  Thomas  Sumpter,  George  Thatcher,  Tho- 
mas Tudor  Tucker,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Artemas 
Ward,  and  Francis  Willis. 

Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
said  bill  be  put  off  until  to-morrow. 

Friday,  January  25. 

Mr.  Ames,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  authorize  the  adjustment  of  a  claim 
of  Joseph  Henderson  against  the  United  States ; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  granting  further 
compensation  to  certain  Receivers  of  Continental 
taxes;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  no 
amendment  thereto. 

And  on  the  question,  that  the  said  bill  be  en- 
grossed and  read  the  third  time,  it  passed  in  the 
negative — yeas  22,  nays  24,  as  follows : 

Ybas^ — Egbert  Benson,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Thomas 
Fitssimons,  £Unridge  Gcriy,  William  B.  GUes,  Samuel 
Griffin,  Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Huger,  Amasa  Learn- 
ed, Richard  Bland  Lee,  Samuel  Livermore,  James  Ma- 
dison, John  Milledge,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg, 
John  Page,  Joeiah  Parker,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Peter 
^Ivester,  Samuel  Stermtt,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Abraham 
Venable,  and  Alexander  White. 
NAT8^--John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baklwin,  Elias 
Boudinot,  Shearjashub  Bourne,  Abraham  Clark,  Jona- 
than Dayton,  Nichi^bs  Gifanan,  Benjamin  Goodhue, 
Andrew  Gregg,  Wilham  Bany  Grove,  Daniel  Heister, 
James  Hillhouse,  Israel  Jacobs,  Aaron  KitdieU,  John 
Wilkes  Kittera,  George  Leonard,  Nathaniel  Afaoon, 
Andrew  Moore,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  William 
Smith,  George  Thatdier,  Thomas  Tredwell,  and  Arte- 
mas Ward. 

So  the  said  bill  was  rejected. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanyiiig  his  re- 
port on  the  petition  of  John  Manly  ;  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

BALANCES  DUE  CERTAIN  STATES. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  authorize  a  Loan  in  the  certificates  or  notes 
of  such  States  as  shall  have  balances  due  to  them 
upon  a  final  settlement  of  accounts  with  the  United 
States.    Whereupon, 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being 
put,  further  to  amend  the  said  bill  as  follows,  to 
wit :  strike  out,  in  the  first  section,  the  words 

"  within months,"  and,  in  lieu  tnereof,  after 

the  word  "  same,"  insert  "  to  commence  on  the 
first  day  of  January,  1794,"  it  was  resolved  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  39,  nays  20,  as  follows : 

Tbas^ — Fisher  Ames,  John  Baptist  Adie,  Abraham 
Baldwin,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Benson,  Sheai^ 
teshub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Jonathan  Dsyton, 
William  Findley,  Wiiytfn  B.Oflea,  Niehoha  GflBMa, 


Christopher  Greenup,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin, 
William  Barry  Grove,  James  Hillhouse,  Israel  Jacobs, 
Aaron  Kitchell,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Amasa  Learned, 
Richard  Bland  Lee,  Samuel  Livermore,  James  Ma- 
dison, John  Milledge,  Andrew  Moore,  William  Vans 
Murray,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker, 
Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jere- 
miah Smith,  Israel  Smith,  William  Smith,  Samuel 
Sterrett,  Jonathan  Sturges,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Abra- 
ham Venable,  and  Alexander  White. 

Nats.^ — Ehas  Boudinot,  Abraham  Clark,  Thomas 
Fitzsimons,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  Tho- 
mas Hartley,  Daniel  Heirter,  Daniel  Huger,  John  Lau- 
rance,  George  Leonard,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Frederick 
Augustus  Mv^lenberg,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Peter  Sylvester, 
John  Ste^,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Tho- 
mas Tudor  Tuckw,  Artemas  Ward,  and  Hugh  Wil- 
liamson. 

And  on  the  question  that  the  said  bill  be  en- 
grossed and  read  the  third  time,  it  was  resolved  in 
the  affirmative,  the  House  being  equally  divided, 
to  wit :  }reas  32,  nays  32,  and  the  Speaker  de- 
claring himself  with  the  yeas. 

The  yeas  and  nays  are  as  follows : 

TsA8« — Jonathan  Trumbull,  Sneaker,  Fisher  Ames, 
Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Benson,  Elias  Boudinot,  Shears 
jashub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Jonathan  Dayton, 
Thomas  Fitxsimons,  £lbridge  Gerry,  Nicholas  Gihnan, 
Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  Thomas  Hartley, 
James  HiUhonse,  Daniel  Huger,  John  Wilkes  Kittera, 
John  Lauranoe,  Amasa  Learned,  George  Leonard,  Sa- 
muel Livermoce,  Frederick  Augortus  Muh]enberg,Th«>> 
dore  Sedgwick,  Peter  Sylvester,  William  SmiUi,  Sa- 
muel Stnrett,  Jonathan  Sturges,  Thomas  Sumpter, 
George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Jeremiah 
Wadsworth,  Artemas  Ward,  and  Alexuider  While. 

Nats« — ^John  Bi^tist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Abra- 
ham Clark,  WiUiam  Findley,  William  B.Giles,  Chris- 
topher Greenup,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  Wil- 
liam Bany  Grove,  Daniel  Heister,  Israel  Jacobs,  Philip 
Key,  Aaron  Kitchell,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  James  Madison,  John  Francis  Mercer,  John 
Milledge,  Andrew  Moore,  William  Vans  Murray,  Na^ 
thaniel  Niles,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Josiah 
Parker,  Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker,  Jeremiah  Smith, 
Israel  Smith,  John  Steele,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham 
Tenable,  Hugh  Williamson,  and  Francis  Willis. 

Saturday,  January  26. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  accom- 
panying his  account  of  expenditures  for  the  War 
Department,  from  the  1st  of  October,  to  the  Slat 
of  December,  1792,  inclusive ;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Moi'OAY,  January  28. 
BALANCES  DUE  CERTAIN  STATES. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  a  Loan  in  the  cer- 
tificates or  notes  of  such  States  as  shall  have  ba- 
lances due  to  them,  upon  a  final  settlement  of  ac- 
counts with  the  United  States,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  the  bill  being  on  its  passage — 

Mr.  Hartley  said :  Inave  attended  to  the  defafttes 
on  this  bill,  and  considered  the  subject,  and  am 
fully  convinced  that  the  bill  should  pats.    Bf  the 


845 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


846 


January,  1793.] 


Balances  due  certain  States, 


[H.  OP.  R. 


act  for  settling  the  accounts  between  the  United 
States  and  individual  States,  the  balances  were 
assumed  to  be  paid  to  the  creditor  States.  The 
bill  under  consideration  gives  the  alternative  to 
the  State  (which  shall  be  found  a  creditor)  either 
to  receive  the  balance  herself  and  pay  it  to  her 
citizens,  or  sufibr  them  to  fund  their  certificates 
with  the  General  Government.  I  believe  it  will 
be  found,  on  experience,  most  convenient  to  the 
creditor,  and  least  expensive  to  the  people,  for  the 
creditors  to  subscribe  to  a  loan  with  the  General 
Crovemment.  This,  however,  will  rest  in  a  great 
measure  upon  the  individual  States.  Two  taxes 
will  be  more  expensive  to  collect  than  one ;  and 
if  money  is  to  |ro  through  two  hands  instead 
of  one,  m  general  it  is  attended  with  a  double 
charge. 

It  IS  said,  that  the  bill  will  offer  a  new  field  for 
sneculation.  It  is  possible  that,  to  a  certain  degree, 
there  ma^jr  be  weight  in  the  observation ;  but  after 
the  experience  we  have  had,  the  holders  of  certifi- 
cate will  not  be  easily  imposed  upon ;  and  if  the 
certificates  of  the  individual  States  would  be 
equsdized,  I  am  led  to  believe,  that  it  would  be  of 
service  to  the  community.  They  might,  in  a  con- 
siderable degree,  act  as  a  medium  in  commerce, 
and  in  the  transfer  of  property ;  but  ^v^ilst  they 
remain  at  different  values,  they  will  be  mere  ob- 
jects of  speculation.  I  re^et  exceedingly  the  great 
mequality  of  fortune,  which  has  arisen  among  citi- 
zens, by  the  speculations  in  our  paper ;  but  in  a 
great  and  mighty  revolution,  some  partial  evils 
must  be  expected,  to  obtain  a  general  good.  We 
are  bound  to  pav  our  debts.  1  do  not  think  that  a 
large  national  clebt  is  a  blessing,  but  it  is  of  hiffh 
importance  that  the  Government  which  is  in  deot 
should  so  dis]x>se  of  it,  as  to  do  as  little  injury  as 
possible,  and  if  the  same  is  practicable,  produce  a 
partial  good. 

In  Pennsylvania  our  afiairs  appear  to  be  in  the 
bluest  state  of  prosperity ;  the  farmer  compensa- 
ted for  his  labor ;  the  mechanic  everywhere  fully 
emjioyed  and  amply  paid ;  commerce  flourishing. 
Objections  have  been  made  against  the  law ;  yet 
I  ima^ne  if  it  is  published^  and  the  reasons  for 
enacting  it  known,  the  public  opinion  of  the  State 
I  represent,  will  be  in  favor  of  it.  If  we  pass  the 
act  this  session,  we  shall  save  the  next  Congress 
from  much  trouble  and  perplexitv.  We  act  now 
niK>n  principle,  without  knowing  now  the  balances 
will  operate.  If  the  creditor  and  debtor  States 
were  known,  it  would  be  found  exceedingly  diffi* 
cult  to  reconcile  the  several  interests.  Remember 
the  Representative  bill ;  the  Government  had  like 
to  have  been  dissolved,  on  account  of  the  various 
interests. 

Much  has  been  said  about  the  interested  motives 
of  members.  I  may  here  say  that  I  do  not  belonjg 
to  that  class  called  aristocrats,  (if  such  there  is 
among  us.)  I  have  always  supported  the  rights 
of  the  people^  according  to  the  best  of  my  judg- 
ment and  abilities.  I  have  almost  in  every  in- 
stance received  their  approbation  of  my  public 
conduct.  In  the  present  question  I  am  not  more 
interested  than  any  other  citizen ;  I  have  no  cer- 
tificates, I  am  no  public  creditor  of  any  sort^    I 


mean  to  act  upon  principle,  and  vote  for  the<pass- 
ing  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Page,  having  moved  the  previous  question, 
said  that,  in  consequence  of  his  aversion  to  waste 
the  time  of  the  House,  which  he  always  regarded 
as  precious,  he  generally  waited  for  the  question, 
without  troubling  the  House  with  his  reasons  for 
his  vote,  always  satisfied  if  what  occurred  to  him 
in  support  of  it  was  offered  by  any  other  member, 
who  might  be  better  heard  and  imderstood — but 
that,  when  the  names  of  the  voters  were  to  be 
held,  up  to  the  public  view,  and  when  the  vote  he 
meant  to  give  had  been  represented  by  some 
members,  for  whom  he  had  the  highest  respect,  as 
injurious  to  public  creditors^  as  retrospective,  and 
therefore  unconstitutional  m  its  operation,  he 
thought  himself  bound  to  endeavor  to  justify  his 
vote. 

If  the  creditors,  Mr.  Speaker,  who  are  the  ob- 
ject of  the  biH  before  you.  were,  by  the  amend- 
ment, excluded  from  an  application  to  their  debtor, 
or  were  the  Greneral  Government  the  only  body 
to  whom  they  could  look  for  payment  or  common 
justice,  I  would  most  scrupulously  avoid  inters 
fering  with  their  claims ;  or,  did  tne  bill  extend 
its  influence  to  all  the  creditors  of  the  States  im- 
partially, I  might  listen  to  some  objections  which 
have  been  made  to  a  discrimination,  said  to  be 
produced  by  the  amendment.  But,  sir,  muting 
all  that  has  been  objected  to  have  its  fiuTforce,  1 
only  find  that  such  creditors  of  creditor  States 
(for  no  others  ure  to  be  benefited  by  this  bill)  as 
may  not  be  able  to  establish  their  claims  founded 
on  a  speculation^  which  was  grounded^  on  a  sup- 
position that  this  bill  would  pass,  without  the 
amendment  now  proposed,  will  only  be  left  where 
they  are,  and  where,  in  my  opinion,  they  ought  to 
be  left — that  is,  to  look  to  their  original  contract  -, 
and  I  do  not  contribute  to  seduce  them  from  their 
attachment  to  their  State,  and  from  their  reliance 
on  its  plighted  faith.  I  wish  not  to  see  them  de- 
luded into  an  acceptance  of  four  per  cent,  interest 
from  the  General  Government  of  the  United 
States,  instead  of  six  from  their  respective  States, 
which  I  believe  are  willing  and  able  to  comply 
with  their  engagements.  But,  sir,  if  I  were  even 
an  advocate  tor  the  assumption  and  for  the  com- 
I^icated  Funding  System,  I  should  vote  for  the 
amendment  now  proposed ;  because  I  think  with 
my  colleagues  [Messrs.  Mauison  and  Giles]  and 
the  memMr  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Mbrobr]  that 
it  is  not  only  well  calculated  to  prevent  an  im- 
proper scramble  amouff  speculators  for  the  sup- 
posed benefit  of  the  bul,  but  is  proper  to  rescue 
the  members  of  Congress  from  temptation,  as  well 
as  from  suspicion  of  speculating  on  their  own 
laws.  I  therefore  think,  sir,  I  can  honestly  and 
conscientiously  vote  for  the  amendment. 

Whilst  I  am  up,  (said  Mr.  P.,)  I  will  take  the 
liberty  of  remarking  that  those  gentlemen  who  so 
loudly  and  warmly  replied  to  tne  member  from 
Maryland,  aad  supposed  they  were  vindicating 
the  honor  of  the  House,  in  my  opinion  were  greatly 
mistaken ;  their  conduct  tended  to  check  firee  dor 
bate  and  bold  investijg^tion,  and  their  remarks 
respecting  newspaper  information  might  be  a  dan* 
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geroHs  check  to  the  fi-eedom  of  the  press.  What 
avails  the  declaration  of  our  Constitution  resi)ect- 
ing  the  freedom  of  the  press,  if  it  may  be  restrained 
by  the  conduct  of  members  in  eitner  House  of 
Congress  ?  And  surely  it  may  be  restrained  by 
such  remarks  as  have  been  so  warmly  made  by 
members  here^  merely  on  a  member's  stating  in- 
formation in  his  place,  and  referring  to  newspapers 
for  further  confirmation.  Bold  must  be  the  printer, 
and  on  a  broad  basis  of  a  large  subscription  must 
he  stand,  who  can  repeat  information  so  severely 
quoted  in  this  House.  The  honor  of  the  House 
can  never  be  vindicated  by  such  expressions ;  on 
the  contrary,  they  may  leeul  our  constituents  to 
suppose  that  at  least  passions  prevail  here,  and 
animosities  exist,  whicn  ought  to  have  no  place 
amon^  us ;  and,  indeed,  sucn  conduct  may  tend 
directly  to  produce  consequences  of  a  serious  na- 
ture to  members  concerned  in  debate. 

Mr.  Madison  remarked,  that  an  amendment 
BOW  incorporated  in  the  bill  has  changed  its. prin- 
ciples altogether.  It  was  contemplated  by  the 
original  bill  to  provide  for  debts  incurred  only  for 
the  support  of  the  war;  but  by  this  amendment, 
debts  are  to  be  subscribed  to  the  loan  which  were 
created  subsequent  to  the  period  in  which  those 
debts  originated  that  have  been  hitherto  called 
debts  of  the  United  States.  Another  amendment 
has  been  added,  which  postpones  the  subscription 
to  a  period  so  distant  as  to  anticipate  the  proper 
business  of  a  subsequent  Legislature,  whicn  will 
be  more  competent  to  decide  upon  it  than  this 
House  is.  The  gentleman  who  brought  forward 
this  motion,  assigned  as  a  reason,  that  by  this  post- 
ponement the  Senate  would  have  a  control  over 
the  subject  which  they  would  not  have  without 
passing  the  bill,  and  with  this  amendment. 

Mr.  M.  reprobated  the  idea  of  controlling  the 
deliberations  of  a  subsequent  Legislature.  He  said 
the  ground  of  the  bill  was  changed.  The  post* 
ponement  of  the  subscriptions  renders  it  entirely 
unnecessary  for  the  present  Congress  to  decide 
upon  it.  He  was  in  favor,  therefore,  of  posttponing 
it,  and  of  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  GrERRT  said  he  did  not  expect  this  opposition 
to  the  bill,  at  this  stage  of  the  business,  especially 
from  gentlemen  who  had  advocated  the  very  prin- 
ciple on  which  the  bill  is  founded,  viz:  a  provision 
for  the  balances  which  shall  be  found  due  on  a  final 
settlement  of  the  accounts.  The  motion  for  the 
previous  question  is  founded  on  the  remonstrance 
of  the  State  of  Virginia;*  a  State  which  justly 
has  the  reputation  of  being  wise  in  her  councils 
and  decisions,  but  on  the  present  occasion  is  single 
and  alone  in  her  conduct  in  regard  to  this  subject. 
No  other  State  has  come  forward  with  such  a  re- 
monstrance against  the  act  and  doin^  of  the  Na- 
tional Legislature.  He  concluded,  therefore,  that 
in  this  instance  at  least,  that  State  is  in  an  error ; 
especially  as  the  grounds  of  her  complaints  have 
been  obviated.  He  then  adverted  to  the  general 
provisions  of  the  bill,  and  showed  that  they  were 

*  Mr.  pAoft  had  callm)  for  the  rMdInc  of  the  pmceedfn^iof  tbe 
Legislature  of  the  8t«te  of  Virginia  relative  to  the  funding  eyftenit 
r«nicularly  the  amumpiion  of  the  8tate  deltia.  These  proceediocs 
wens  aecoiditi^ly  rwd. 


perfectly  consonant  to  the  existing  provisions  made 
by  former  acts  of  the  Qovemment,  respecting  the 
balances  which  shall  appear  to  be  due  to  the  seve- 
ral States.  He  alluded  next  to  the  several  provisos 
and  amendments -of  the  bill  which  had  been  in- 
grafted in  it,  to  accommodate  it  to  the  wishes  of 
those  who,  notwithstanding,  appeared  to  be  as  much 
opposed  to  it  as  ever.  He  was  really  surprised  and 
confounded  at  the  conduct  of  gentlemen  in  the 
Opposition.  He  noticed  briefly  the  justice  of  the 
claims  of  the  creditors;  and  concluded  by  observing 
that  there  were  already  sufficient  difficulties  to 
embarrass  the  operations  of  this  Government,  and 
he  conceived  that  the  opposition  to  measures  cal- 
culated to  doing  justice  in  this  particular  case, 
was  calculated  to  increase  those  difficulties  and 
embarrassments. 

Mr.  Amb8  reprobated  the  idea  of  putting  the 
previous  question.  After  a  discussion  of  three 
weeks,  it  is  now  proposed  to  prevent  a  decision  of 
the  subject  He  considered  this  as  a  very  unfair 
and  unjustifiable  mode  of  procedure ;  such  an  one 
as  the  j?entlemen  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  on  ma- 
ture reflection,  would  not  themselves  justir^.  He 
then  noticed  tne  scope  of  the  arguments  offered  in 
support  of  the  previous  question,  and  urged  a  va- 
riety of  considerations  to  show  that  the  present 
was  the  most  &vorable  time  to  decide  the  question. 
He  deprecated  the  consequences  of  a  postpone- 
ment ;  It  would  be  considered  as  a  denial  of  justice 
on  the  part  of  the  present  Legislature,  and  as 
placing  the  creditors  m  the  most  uncertain  situa- 
tion as  to  their  future  fate ;  in  short,  he  conceived 
it  was  such  an  evasion  of  justice  as  might  put  the 
country  in  a  flame.  « 

Mr.  Giles  replied  to  Mr.  Ambs.  He  conceived 
the  consequences  would  be  directly  the  reverse 
from  those  he  had  anticipated ;  he  thought  those 
who  were  to  be  benefited,  who  were  compwa- 
tively  but  a  small  number,  would  not  put  the  coun- 
try in  a  flame :  the  danger  was,  that  those  who 
would  suffer  by  the  buraens  which  would  result 
from  the  measure,  would  be  thrown  into  a  flame. 
He  then  entered  into  a  general  consideration  of 
the  subject,  and  urged  a  variety  of  reasons  against 
the  bill,  and  in  favor  of  putting  the  previous  ques- 
tion. Mr.  G.  also  enlaiged  on  the  impropriety  of 
precipitating  the  subject  the  present  session. 

Mr.  White  said  he  had,  last  session,  voted 
against  the  bfil  for  assuming  the  State  debts,  but 
he  should  vote  for  the  bill  now  under  consiaera* 
tion.  In  this  he  thought  he  was  perfectly  consist- 
ent, as  there  was  a  radical  diflerence  between  the 
two.  The  former  was  a  proposition  for  assuming 
all  the  debts  of  all  the  States*— the  same  which 
had  been  originally  proposed  at  New  York,  and 
which  he  had  uniformly  opposed.  The  present  is 
only  for  assuming  to  the  amount  of  the  balances 
which  may  be  due  to  creditor  States :  this  he 
always  approved.  He  said  he  had  heard  but  one 
argument  ft^ainst  the  propriety  of  coming  to  an 
immediate  decision,  which  appeared  to  have  any 
weight — ^that  was,  the  unequal  and  imperfect  re- 
presentation. This,  he  said,  was  a  circumstance 
which  he  felt  as  sensibly  as  any  member  of  the 
House,  and  if  the  proposition  was  to  impose  buT* 
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dens  on  the  people,  or  to  change  an  established 
system,  he  should  hesitate  before  he  agreed  to  it ; 
Imt  neither  of  these  was  the  present  case ;  no  addi- 
tional sums  were  to  be  raised  by  the  bill  and  no 
change  made  in  the  mode  of  payment  or  the  ba- 
lances without  the  approbation  of  the  States  to 
which  they  may  he  due. 

Havinjg  thus  obriated  this  objection,  he  said,  he 
would  gire  the  reasons  which  induced  him  to  be- 
lieve the  matter  ought  now  to  be  decided.  He 
observed  that|  perhaps,  it  might  have  been  well 
had  the  subject  not  been  brought  forward,  con- 
sidering the  opposition  which  had  taken  place. 
He  did  not,  however,  censure  the  gentleman  who 
introduced  it;  that  gentleman  had,  as  well  as  him- 
self, been  acquainted  with  the  proceedings  respect- 
ing the  assumption,  from  the  commencement. 
And  he  declared  he  did  not  expect,  when  the  reso- 
lutions were  laid  on  the  table^  that  an  objection 
would  be  made  to  them ;  and  it  was  inrobable  as 
little  apprehension  was  entertained  by  the  mover 
of  the  resolutions;  but  he  thought  the  manner  in 
which  the  bill  had  hten  o|^s^  and  in  which  it 
had  been  snpnorted,  reqmred  an  immediate  de- 
cision. It  had  been  made  the  criterion  of  the 
public  faith  of  the  Qovemment^  and  of  the  fidelity 
of  its  officers.  Those  who  were  in.  favor  of  the 
bill,  alleged,  as  one  reason  in  support  of  it,  that 
when  the  balances  were  known^  the  debtor  States 
would  not  agree  to  make  provision  fbr  those  ba- 
lances, agreeably  to  the  existing  law.  He  believed 
that  tnis  suggestion  was  unfounded;  he  did  not 
believe  it  was  possible  that  any  man.  whom  the 
confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens  should  place  on 
this  floor,  would  ever  refuse  to  carry  that  law  into 
efiect.  He  considered  it  as  one  or  the  pillars  of 
the  Constitution — a  solemn  compact  between  the 
United  States  and  individual  States — and  he  be- 
lieved if  ever  this  Government  should  be  guilty 
of  so  gross  a  breach  of  faith,  in  a  matter  of  import- 
ance sufficient  to  attract  the  seneral  notice  of  the 
citizens,  that  there  was  an  end  to  the  Grovemment 
itself.  It  was  a  Government  founded  on  opinion; 
and  when  the  opinion  of  the  people  ceased  to  sup- 

Eort  it,  the  Grovemment  must  fail.  On  the  other 
and,  the  bill  had  not  been  opposed,  on  its  merits. 
No  gentleman  had  attempted  to  point  out  the  indi- 
yidiml  or  the  description  ot  men  who  would  be 
injured  by  the  operation  of  the  bill;  they  had 
opposed  it  wholly  on  collateral  circumstances; 
they  had  supposed  that  if  the  States  who  had 
debts  due  to  their  citizens  should  have  their  ba- 
lances discharged  by  assuming  those  debts,  that 
they  would  oppose  the  payment  of  the  balances 
to  States  which  have  no  creditors.  It  had  like- 
wise been  alleged,  that  the  Commissioners  for  set- 
tling accounts  might  conduct  themselves  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  render  a  legislative  interposition 
necessary,  to  arrest  the  measures  consequential  on 
the  settlement.  He  had  no  arorehension  of  such 
conduct  on  the  part  of  the  Commissioners,  and 
could  not  legislate  on  a  supposition  that  they  would 
conduct  themselves  in  a  manner  so  very  improper ; 
but  if  they  did,  he  could  not  see  that  the  chuige 
in  the  pigment  of  the  balances  could  have  any 
«fi*ect«    Ir  the  LegiakUure  could  interfiom  where 


States  w'ere  concerned,  they  might  do  the  same  in 
the  case  of  individuals.  But  as  jealousies  had 
taken  place  in  the  minds  of  the  members,  and  as 
both  sides  of  the  House  seemed  to  consider  the 
passing  this  bill  as  giving  a  greater  force  and  sta- 
bility to  the  act  for  settling  the  accounts  between 
the  United  States  and  individual  States,  it  was  a 
stronff  reason  with  him  to  give  his  assent  to  it. 
It  haa  been  said  the  passing  the  bill  by  so  small  a 
majority  would  occasion  discontent  and  uneasi- 
ness among  the  people.  This  might  be  the  case, 
but  the  same  reason  is  equally  applicable  to  a  re- 
jection of  the  bill  by  a  small  majority.  But  who 
are  most  likely  to  be  dissatisfied?  Those  who 
by  a  rejection  of  the  bill  would  feel  themselves 
injured,  at  least  disappointed  in  their  expectations 
of*^  advantage ;  or  those  who^  notwithstanding  its 
passage,  would  be  left  in  their  present  condition  ? 
He  bSiieved,  the  former :  so  that  as  far  as  that  ar- 
gument had  any  weight,  it  was  in  favor  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Murray  was  in  favor  of  the  previous  aues- 
tion.  He  thought  the  present  stage  of  the  busi- 
ness was  the  most  proper  to  call  for  that  question. 
It  would,  he  said,  have  been  justly  exceptionable 
had  the  <}uestion  been  called  previous  to  debatCi 
but  now  It  was  strictly  proper.  Adverting  to  the 
merits  of  the  bill,  he  objected  to  it  as  an  infraction 
of  the  Funding  System ;  that  system  provides  for 
funding  the  balances  in  favor  of  the  States,  not 
the  individual  creditors.  On  this  principle  he  con- 
sidered the  bill  as  establishing  a  daiigerous  j)rece- 
dent,  aud  as  afR)rding  a  pretext  for  mture  infrac- 
tions and  mutilations  of  that  systenv 

Mr.  M^  adverting  to  cert^ip,  observations 
wliich  had  been  thrown  out  respecting  the  imr 
easiness  which  was  said  to  exist,  in  some  of  t^^ 
States,  informed  the  House,  that  with  respei^  tQ 
the  State  he  had  the  honor  to  represent,  the  great- 
est a]^[)arent  satisfaction  with  the  measures  of  tba 
General  Government  prevailed.  It  is  true,  said 
he,  my  constituents  feel  the  pressure  of  taxes  in 
common  with  the  rest  of  their  fellow-citizens,  but 
they  discover  no  disposition  to  complain;  thej 
consider  the  public  burdens  as  the  price  of  theu 
liberties  and  mdependence,  and,  unaer  this  idea, 
submit  to  them  with  the  utmost  cheerfulness;  af 
the  same  time  confiding  in  the  wisdom  and  jtistict 
oi  the  Government  that  their  impositions  will  be 
regulated  according  to  the  exigencies  of  the  na- 
tion, and  that  no  unnecessary  taxes  will  ever  be 
laid.  He  thought  it  necessary  to  say  thus  much, 
as  he  conceived  too  high  a  coloring  had  been  given 
to  some  representations  which  the  fancy  of  mem- 
bers had  brought  forward  in  their  zealous  oppo- 
sition to  the  bul. 

The  previous  question  being  called  for  by  five 
members,  to  wit :  ^  Shall  the  mam  question,  that  th» 
said  bill  ao  pass,  be  now  put  V^  it  ^nras  resolved  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  33,  nays  31,  as  follows: 

Yba8<— Firiier  AmeiS  Robert  Bamwall,  Egbert  Ben* 
son,EliM  Bondinot,  Shearjaahub  Bourne,  Be^iamsa 
Bourne,  Jonathan  Baytcm,  Thomas  Fitarimona,  Sir 
bridge  Oerry,  Nicholaa  Gihnan,  Beigamin  Ooodhn^ 
Jamea  Ck>rdim,  Thomas  Hartley,  James  Hillhouiey  Da- 
niel HugM^  Fhitip  Key,  John  Wilkaa  Kittera,  Jo|^ 
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Laimnce,  Amasa  Learned,  George  Leonard,  Samuel 
Lirermore,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  Theodore 
Sedgwick,  Peter  Sylvester,  WiHiam  Smith,  Samuel 
Sterrett,  Jonathan  Sturges,  Thomas  Sumpter,  George 
Thatcher,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Jeremiah  Wads- 
worth,  Artemas  Ward,  and  Alexander  White. 

Nats. — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin, 
Abraham  Clark,  William  Findley,  William  B.  GUes, 
Christopher  Greenup,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin, 
William  Barry  Grove,  Daniel  Heister,  Israel  Jacobs, 
Aaron  Kitchell,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
James  Madison,  John  Frauds  Mercer,  John  Milledge, 
Andrew  Moore,  William  Vans  Murray,  Nathaniel  NUes, 
Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Corne- 
lius C.  Schoonmaker,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith,John 
Steele,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham  Venable,  Hugh 
Williamson,  and  Francis  Willis. 

The  main  question,  that  the  said  bill  do  pass, 
being  now  put,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative,  the 
House  being  equally  divided^  viz :  yeas  32,  nays 
32,  and  the  Speaker  declaring  himself  with  the 

yeas. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  as  follows : 

TsAS^-Jonathan  Trumbull,  Speaker,  Fisher  Ames, 
Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Benson,  EUas  Boudinot,  ^lear- 
ttshub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Jonathan  Dayton, 
l^omas  FitxsimoBs,  Elbridge  Cherry,  Nicholas  Gilman, 
Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  Thomas  Hartley, 
James  Hillhouse,  Daniel  Huger,  John  Wilkes  Kittera, 
John  Laurance,  Amasa  Learned,  George  Leonard,  Sa- 
muel Livermore,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,Theo- 
dore  Sedgwick,  Peter  Sylvester,  William  Smith,  Samuel 
Sterrett,  Jonathan  Sturges,  Thomas  Sumpter,  George 
Thatcher,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Jeremiah  Wads- 
worth,  Artemas  Ward,  and  Alexander  White. 

NATB^-John  Baptirt  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Abrar 
ham  Clark,  William  Findley,  William  B.  Giles,  Christo- 
pher Greenup,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  William 
Barry  Grove,  Daniel  Heister,  Israel  Jacobs,  Philip  Key, 
Aaron  Kitchell,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
James  Madison,  Jobn  Francis  Mercer,  John  Milledge, 
Andrew  Moore,  William  Vans  Murray,  Nathaniel  Niles, 
Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Cornelius 
C.  Schoonmaker,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  John 
Steele,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham  Venable,  Hugh 
Williunson,  and  Francis  Willis. 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  sent  from 
the  Senate  entitled  "  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act 
entitled  '*  An  act  to  establish  the  Judicial  Courts 
of  the  United  States  "  be  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  ol  the  same ;  and  that  the  said 
bill  be  committed  to  Mr.  Benson,  Mr.  Hillhouse, 
Mr.  William  Smith,  Mr.  White,  and  Mr.  Kit- 
tera. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
op  the  United  States,  with  an  official  statement 
of  the  expenditures  to  tne  end  of  the  year  1792, 
from  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  granted  to 
defray  the  contingent  expenses  of  Gtovemment,  by 
an  act  passed  on  the  26th  of  March,  1790 ;  also,  an 
mbstract  of  a  supplementary  arrangement  made  in 
the  District  of  fvorth  Carolina,  in  regard  to  cer- 
tain surreys,  to  facilitate  the  execution  of  the  law 
laying  a  duty  on  distilled  spirits. 

The  papers  accompanying  the  said  Message 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


HALF-PAY  TO  WIDOWS  AND  ORPHAN& 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  motion  of  the  18th  in- 
stant, for  making  provision  of  half-pay  for  seven 
years  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  such  officers 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  as  have  been 
killed  in  the  service  since  the  third  day  of  June, 
1784,  or  who  may  hereafter  be  killed  m  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Hartley,  who  brought  forward  the  motion, 
moved  to  strike  out  June  3, 1784,  and  insert  4th 
day  of  March,  1789. 

Mr.  Livermore  said  he  should  be  in  favor  of 
the  motion  if  it  went  as  far  back  as  the  year  1775. 
and  comprehended  the  widows  and  orphans  oi 
the  officers  of  the  Army  killed  within  two  years 
from  the  commencement  of  the  war. 

Mr.  Williamson  said  he  should  consider  it  his 
duty  to  move  for  an  amendment  to  the  proposi- 
tion, in  the  progress  of  its  discussion,  by  inserting 
a  clause  to  provide  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
the  officers  of  the  militia. 

Mr.  Wads  WORTH  stated  the  reasons  on  which 
he  supposed  provision  had  not  been  made  for  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  those  officers  which  were 
killed  during  tne  period  alluded  to  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Hampshire:  one  princiiMil  one 
was.  that  the  new  Government  was  not  authorized 
by  tne  Constitution  to  create  any  demands  against 
the  United  States;  the  Gk)vernment  was  bocmd  to 
take  up  the  debts  as  they  found  them.  The  old 
Gk)vernment  had  not  recognised  the  claims  of 
those  widows  and  orphans  alluded  to.  With  re- 
spect to  the  present  resolution^  he  was  opposed  to 
the  amendment;  he  thought  it  ought  to  go  back 
to  June,  1784,  the  commencement  of  the  present 
Indian  war.  He  should  move  for  other  amend- 
ments to  the  resolution,  tBat  it  should  provide  not 
only  for  those  who  may  fall  by  the  sword,  but  for 
sucn  as  die  in  the  public  service.  He  should  also 
be  for  extending  the  provision  to  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  the  officers  of  the  militia.  He  consi- 
dered it  as  a  most  disgraceful  thin^  to  a  Gk)vem- 
ment  not  to  make  provision  for  the  families  of 
those  who  sacrificed  their  lives  in  the  cause  of 
their  country. 

The  motion  for  striking  out  June  3, 1784,  was 
put  and  carried.  The  other  part  of  the  motion^  to 
insert  4th  day  of  MarclL  1789,  was  not  put,  being 
superceded  by  a  motion  for  the  Committee's  rising. 
The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  progress. 


Tuesday,  January  29. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Report 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  petition  of  Tho- 
mas Wishart.    Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Wishart  is  entitled  to 
the  pay  of  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  from  the  15th  of  November,  1776  until  the 
15th  of  October,  1781;  and  that  the  Comptroller 
of  the  Treasury  be  authorized  to  settle  and  adjust 
the  account  of  the  said  Thomas  Wishart  accord- 
ingly. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pur^ 
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soant  to  the  said  resolation ;  and  that  Mr.  ParkbR; 
Mr.  Gordon,  and  Mr.  Ashe,  do  prepare  and  bring 
in  the  same. 

Mr.  Bbnson,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Robert  Heaton^  made  a 
report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  he  on  the 
taole. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate 
entitled  ^^  An  act  rejzulating  Forei^  Coins,  and  for 
other  purposes ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee 
had  had  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and 
made  several  amendments  thereto;  which  were 
severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  said  bill,  together  with  the  amendments 
thereto^  was  then  r^  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled  ^'  An 
act  to  regulate  the  claims  to  Invalid  Pensions," 
with  several  amendments ;  to  which  they  desire 
the  ccmcurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  amend  an  act  en- 
titled ^^  An  act  to  promote  the  progress  of  the  Use- 
fid  Arts ;"  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,'  the 
Committee  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

Wednesday,  January  30. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  William  Hindman, 
returned  to  serve  in  this  House,  for  the  State  of 
Maryland,  in  the  room  of  Joshua  Senby,  who  has 
resigned  his  seat,  appeared,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, and  took  his  seat  in  the  I^ouse. 

Tne  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  entitled  *'  An  act  to  regulate  the  claims  to  In- 
valid Pensions."    Whereupon, 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  to 
regulate  claims  to  Invalid  Pensions,  were  taken 
into  consideration.  Being  read,  it  was  moved  that 
the  bill  should  be  recommitted  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

This  motion  was  objected  to,  as  it  would  set  the 
whole  subject  afloat,  and  might  in  its  consequences 
preclude  the  Senate  from  an  opportunity  of  reced- 
ing from  their  amendments,  and  agreeing  to  the 
bin  as  it  passed  the  House. 

In  answer  to  this  objection,  it  was  said^  that  the 
amendments  involved  an  entire  new  principle,  a 

frinciple  which  had  not  been  discussed  in  tne 
louse ;  and  that  is,  they  make  distinction  in  the 
situation  of  those  invalias  whose  cases  have  been 
decided  on  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  that  of 
the  persons  whose  claims  have  been  examined  by 
the  judges.  The  cases  of  the  latter  are  not  recog- 
nized by  the  amendments. 

The  motion  for  recommitting  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative,  and  the  subject  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for  to-morrow. 

PROMOTION  OF  THE  USEFUL  ARTS. 

The  House  aoain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  amend 
«n  act  entitled  "  An  a^t  to  promote  the  progress 
of  Useful  Arts." 


The  motion  offer  )d  by  Mr.  White,  the  purport 
of  which  is,  to  amend  the  first  section  by  striking 
out  what  relates  to  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  and 
inserting  a  clause  which  provides  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  dBlcer  to  be  denominated  "  the  Di- 
rector of  Patents,"  was  further  considered. 

Mr.  LivBRMOBB  objected  to  the  form  of  the 
amendment  as  indirectly  providing  for  a  new  es- 
tablishment. 

Mr.  White  withdrew  hb  motion,  and  offered 
the  following,  in  substance,  in  lieu  of  it : 

**  That  an  office  shall  be  eetablished  for  the  purpose 
of  granting  patents,  vesting  in  the  authors  of  useful 
inventions  and  discoveries  Uie  exdusive  right  to  their 
inventions  and  discoveries :  said  office  to  be  under  the 
direction  of  an  officer  to  be  denominated  ." 

Mr.  Livermore  said  he  liked  thb  motion,  be- 
cause it  brouffht  the  subject  directly  before  the 
Committee.  This  object,  however,  he  dislike ; 
it  sounded  like  a  provision  for  granting  — — ► 
dollars  per  annum — a  sound  which  he  was  always 
averse  to.  He  was  altogether  in  favor  of  devolv- 
ing the  business  on  some  officer  already  appointed: 
the  Secretary  of  State  he  mentionea  as  a  proper 
officer  to  superintend  this  subject 

Mr.  Page  said  he  should  not  agree  to  the  amend- 
ment it  he  thought  a  salary  would  be  the  conse- 
quence. He  supposed  that  provision  might  4ie 
made  for  the  officer  without  recurring  to  a  salary: 
he  alluded  to  fees  from  the  patentees.  He  od- 
jected  to  devolving  the  subject  on  the  officer  of 
the  Mint,  or  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  as  inter- 
fering with  the  essential  duties  of  those  officers ; 
and,  though  the  gentlemen  at  present  in  those 
offices  are  abundantly  qualified  to  execute  the 
duty,  yet  it  may  happen  that  persons  may  hold 
those  appointments  at  some  future  time  not  quali- 
fied for  tnis  particular  service. 

Mr.  Murray  observed  that  the  amendment  con- 
templated the  appointment  of  one  officer  only,  and 
that  to  be  fixed  at  the  seat  of  Gk)vemment/  He 
suggested  several  considerations  in  favor  of  invest- 
ing the  Judges  of  the  District  Courts  withthepower 
of  granting  patents  in  the  several  States,  for  the 
greater  accommodation  of  the  citizens,  and  the 
more  extensive  encouragement  of  genius.  He 
was  in  favor  of  ffivine  greater  facility  to  the  issu- 
ing of  patents  than  has  hitherto  been  considered 
as  advisable. 

Mr.  White  said  he  thought  the  sentleman's 
idea  would  not  do,  as  patents  mieht  be  issued  in 
the  different  parts  or  extremes  of  the  Union  for 
the  same  invention. 

Mr.  Mdrrat  said  that  he  conceiyed  a  remedy 
for  this  inconvenience  might  easily  be  devised. 

Mr.  BonniNOT  said  that  one  great  objection  to 
the  present  mode  of  obtaining  patents  vnis,  the 
fpreat  delay  and  expense  incurred  by  the  applicants 
in  being  obliged  to  wait  till  the  officers  now  em- 
powered to  decide  on  applications  could  find  lei- 
sure, from  the  special  duties  of  their  offices,  to 
attend  to  them.  With  respect  to  devolving  the 
duty  on  the  judges,  he  hoped  that  would  not  be 

I  done ;  as  it  would  be  found,  judging  from  the  en- 
gagements of  the  District  Judge  of  Pennsylvania, 
that  they  could  not  possibly  attend  to  the  business. 
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Mr.  Baldwin  obiected  ffenerally  to  any  amend- 
ment which  should  provide  for  the  institution  of 
a  new  department.  His  opinion  was,  that  no 
office  should  be  created  till  there  was  an  absolute 
necessity  for  it.  He  entered  into  a  brief  consider- 
ation or  the  subject,  and  attempted  to  show  that 
Uie  business  might  with  ease  and  convenience  be 
attended  to  by  some  officer  already  appointed. 

Mr.  Williamson,  adverting  to  the  principles  of 
the  bill,  said  it  was  an  imitation  of  the  Fatent 
System  of  Great  Britain ;  that  the  provisions  were 
such  as  would  circumscribe  the  duties  of  the  de- 
ciding officer  within  very  narrow  limits ;  the  set- 
tlement of  disputes  arising  from  contested  claims 
will  devolve  on  referees  sQtogether.  He  was  de- 
cidedly opposed  to  creating  a  new  Department — 
expense  to  the  Government  would  be  the  inevita- 
ble consequence.  The  question  on  Mr.  White's 
motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Murray  said,  he  intended  to  move  to  strike 
out  ^^  Director  of  the  Mint/'  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
serting "  the  Jud^e  of  the  District  wherein  the  ap- 
plicant might  reside."  As  he  thought  the  bill  of 
great  consequence  as  it  related  to  the  useful  and 
ornamental  arts,  he  would  trouble  the  Committee 
with  his  reasons.  He  thought  it  was  of  conse- 
quence that,  while  the  law  holds  out  an  invitation 
•  genius,  the  mode  of  gratifying  the  fair  and  ho- 
nest inventor  should  be  as  easy  as  possible.  The 
Director  of  the  Mint  must  reside  at  the  Seat  of 
Government ;  and,  if  he  alone,  or  any  other  per- 
son, were  exclusively  empowered  to  issue  patents, 
the  benefits  of  invention  would  be  but  very  par- 
tially enjoyed  by  the  citizens  who  reside  at  a  dis- 
tance from  the  Seat  of  Grovernment.  The  law 
ought  to  facilitate  the  granting  of  patents ;  and,  as 
the  right  of  exclusive  enjoyment,  at  least  for  a 
limited  term,  was  inherent  in  all  equally,  in  every 
part  of  the  nation,  so  all  should,  as  far  as  possible, 
have  equal  facility  in  making  their  pretensions 
known  and  efifectuaL  A  country  in  Europe  (Great 
Britain)  had  afforded,  it  was  true,  much  experience 
on  the  subject:  but  regulations  adopted  there 
would  not  exactly  comport  in  all  respects  either 
with  the  situation  of  this  country,  or  with  the 
rights  of  the  citizen  here.  The  minds  of  some 
members  had  taken  a  wron|§^  direction,  he  con- 
ceived, from  the  view  in  which  they  had  taken 
up  the  subject  under  its  analogy  with  the  doctrine 
or  patents  m  England.  There  is  this  strong  fea- 
ture which  distinguishes  that  doctrine  in  that 
counti^  from  the  principles  on  which  we  must 
settle  it  in  this.  These  patents  are  derived  from 
the  grace  of  the  Monarcn,  and  the  exclusive  en- 
joyment of  the  profits  of  a  discovery  is  not  so  much 
a  right  inherent  as  it  is  a  privilege  bestowed  and 
an  emanation  of  prerogative.  Here,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  citizen  has  a  right  in  the  inventions  he 
may  make,  and  considers  the  law  but  as  the  mode 
by  which  he  is  to  enjoy  their  fruits.  England  in 
one  entire  kingdom.  Its  Court  is  the  scene  where 
its  prerogative  diffuses  its  bounties,  and,  beinff  sta* 
tioned  at  London,  the  business  can  be  well  ma- 
naged in  a  single  spot.  Here,  on  the  contrary, 
there  are  fifteen  States,  sovereign  as  to  many  pur- 
poses, and  forming  within  themselves  centres  of 


attraction  for  the  ingenious  and  aspiring.  Lon- 
don, in  that  country,  not  only  attracts  as  the  mart 
of  genius  and  of  ail  that  contributes  to  ease  or 
gain,  but,  by  its  inunense  combination  <^  things, 
aids  invention,  and  draws  the  ffenius  into  action 
which  it  may  have  attracted.  But  Mre  are  differ- 
ently circumstanced,  both  as  to  local  situation,  and 
as  to  the  thing  as  it  regards  the  princMe  on  which 
it  is  to  be  obtained.  The  distance  from  the  ex- 
tremes of  the  Union,  or' from  its  centre  to  its  ex- 
tremes, is  very  great.  If  the  power  w^re  lodged 
with  the  District  Judges^  the  citizen  of  ingenuity 
would  have  an  opportomty  (^  taking  a  patent  cer- 
tainly with  more  ease  than  if  you  obuge  hia  to 
take  a  journey  of  perhaps  six  or  eight  hundred 
miles.  The  facility  of  enjoyment  would  prove  an 
incentive  to  invention.  Difficulty  and  distance 
would  discourage  it,  and  would  frequently  over- 
power the  wish  to  obtain  a  patent  for  a  discovery 
the  profits  of  which  would  often  be  doubtfuL 

One  and  but  one  objection  had  been  made  to 
this  alteration :  that  if  the  District  Judges  have 
the  power,  patents  may  issue  in  different  places 
for  tne  same  discovery.  This  would  be  an  evU, 
but  is  not  without  a  remedy.  Patents  are  matters 
of  record.  Let  it  be  the  duty  of  the  Judge,  im- 
mediately af%er  the  granting  (k  a  patent,  to  trans- 
mit a  cop)r  of  the  application,  witn  all  the  neces- 
sary description  of  the  artieie,  to  the  Supreme 
Court,  from  which  it  may  be  easily  disseminated 
to  every  District  Court  and  through '  the  United 
States.  An  inventor  desirous  of  obtaining  a  pa- 
tent, would,  of  course,  examine  the  patent  records 
to  see  whether  he  had  been  anticipated.  The 
ffrant  of  a  patent  does  not  destroy  a  claim  or  right 
founded  in  priority.  Here  he  would  observe,  that, 
if  the  inconvenience  were  not  entirely  removea 
by  this  measure  which  he  proposed,  neither  was 
the  inconvenience  of  clashing  claims  as  to  origi- 
nality and  priority  of  discovery  removed  by  any 
provision  of  the  bul  as  it  stands ;  nor  could  human 
ingenuity,  perhaps,  devise  a  complete  mode  in 
which  it  could  oe  obviated.  If  a  man  who  is 
really  the  inventor,  chooses  to  try  his  title  as  to 
the  originality  of  the  invention,  even  after  a  pa- 
tent is  given  to  another,  he  will  make  and  vend 
the  article,  and  the  solid  title  will  be  tried  before 
a  jury  in  an  action  brought  against  him  by  the 
patentee.  If  the  measure  he  proposed  were  not 
deemed  a  sufficient  guard^  he  would  suggest  the 
propriety  of  a  further  caution :  Let  the  applica- 
tion be  published  and  remain  in  the  office^  as  in 
England  it  does  (he  believed)  two  months  in  the 
office  of  the  Attorney  Greneral,  that  a  caveat  may 
be  entered  by  any  man  who  might  claim  or  dis- 
pute the  applicant's  title. 

He  believed  that  the  bill,  either  as  it  tebded  to 
foster  the  senius  of  men,  oj  was  considered  with 
respect  to  distant  emolument  and  national  charac- 
ter, was  extremely  important.  It  was  almost  im- 
mediately one  of  those  laws  that  embraced  nation- 
al views  and  nationi^  citizenship,  and  looked  to 
an  object  of  advantage  which  nothing  but  a  Na- 
tional Government  could  secure.  Without  t^ 
aid  of  a  General  Government,  the  genius  of  the 
Americans  could  not  reap  its  fruits.    Nor  had  the 
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State  Ctovemmeats  ^ren  a  fair  occasioA  for  the 
display  of  the  ingenuity  which  he  beliered  exist- 
ed in  the  country.  As  to  this  great  object,  which 
requires  national  citizenship^  the  Stale  laws  were 
impotent.  He  thought  that  it  was  of  consequence 
that  no  invention,  however  small  or  irrelative  it 
might  at  first  appear,  should  be  lost ;  and,  where 
he  saw  the  idea  of  a  patent  law  ridiculed  by  some, 
and  unattended  to  by  others,  he  believed  they  were 
accustomed  to  take  things  in  their  appearances, 
and  had  not  exerted  their  reflection.  A  little  re- 
flection would  teach  us  that  whatever  is  ffreatand 
astonishing  in  the  works  of  art  was  hunible  im  its 
oiigin,  had  been  opposed  by  ignorance  or  cramped 
by  poverty,  and  hacL  become  important  but  by  gn- 
dual  accumulation  and  a  very  slow  proffression ; 
and  that  the  wisdom  of  Qovvmment  shomd  be  ex- 
erted in  forming  a  repository,  where  nothing  that 
might  eventually  be  of  service  should  be  simered 
to  perish.  He  therefore  wished  to  see  such  a  law 
as  would  not  only  secure  what  niight  be  ofiered 
near  the  Seat  of  Government,  but  invite  and  draw 
forth  the  useftil  invention  of  those  who  lived  at  a 
distance.^  That  it  should  present  an  easy  method 
of  granting  its  protection^  he  therefore  moved, 
that  the  Jud^  of  the  District  wherein  the  appli- 
cant may  reside,  should  be  substituted  for  Direc- 
tor of  the  Mint. 

Mr.  Wn«LiAtt»oif  oflb«d  a  few  objectioBs  to 
this  motion,  the  question  on  which  was  taken, 
and  decided  in  the  n€Brative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Samfwiok.  "  Director  of  the 
Mint''  was  stricken  out,  and  "  Secretary  of  State" 
inserted. 

Mr.  White  moved  an  amendment  by  way  of 
proviso,  the  pur|>ort  of  which  is,  to  preclude  the 
inventor  of  an  improvement  to  a  machine  from 
Qskk);  the  oriffiiial  invention,  or  the  author  of  the 
ori^nal  machine  fhmi  using  the  improvement. 
This  motion,  after  some  opposition,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr<  WiLLiAMsoKF  movea  an  amendment  to  the 
seeond  section,  which  provides  that  the  requisite 
oath  or  affirmation  may  be  taken  before  any  Judge 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  particular  State, 
or  any  person  authorized  to  administer  an  oath  in 
the  Dlaee  where  the  af^licant  resides.  Agreed  to. 

Mr.  WiLLiABfsoN  proposed  another  amendment, 
which  should  vest  a  discretionary  power  in  the 
officer  to  dispense  with  the  production  of  a  model 
when  he  should  think  popper.    Amed  to. 

The  Committee  proceeded  in  the  discussion  of 
the  bill  as  far  as  the  seventh  section;  they  then 
rose  and  reported  progress,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Thursday,  January  31. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  to  the  amendments 
proposed  by  this  House  to  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  regulating  Foreign  Coins,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses.'' with  an  amendment  to  the  last  amend- 
ment ;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House.  The  Secretary  abo  brought  to  the 
House  a  Letter,  received  and  read  in  the  Senate, 
fhHn  MoBsienr  Le  Brun,  heretofore  Royal  Com- 


missioner at  the  Tribunal  of  the  District  of  Cou- 
tances,  in  France,  addressed  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  stating  the  delay  of  payment 
of  a  debt  due  to  the  heirs  of  Jerom  Michael  Le 
Brun,  late  an  officer  in  Armand's  Legion,  for  ser- 
vices in  the  United  States  during  the  late  war. 

A  petition  of  Brown  dc.  Francis,  of  Providence, 
in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  merchants,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  praying  to  be  air 
lowed  the  amount  of  the  drawback  on  a  quantity 
of  gin  and  codfish,  exported  from  the  port  of  Pro- 
vi&nce,  and  duly  landed  at  Calcutta,  m  the  Bast 
Indies,  and  St.  Kustatia,  in  the  years  1791  and 
1792,  of.  which  they  are  possessed  of  sufficient 
evidence,  although  not  in  the  form  prescribed  by 
law. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  be  reierred  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  instruction  to 
examine  the  same,  and  report  his  opinion  there- 
upon to  the  House. 

Mr.  GaovB,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre^ 
sented  a  bill  to  reimburse  Henry  Efmanuel  Lu^ 
terioh  for  expenses  incurred  incoming  to  Ammca 
to  join  the  Army  of  the  United  States ;  which 
was  received,  reaatwioey  and  committed. 

Mr.  Park  BR,  from  the  committee  appointed^ 
presented  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasury  to  settle  the  account  of  Thomas 
Wishart,  late  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Army  of  tbe 
United  States ;  which  was  received,  and  read 
twice  and  committed* 

PROMOTION  OP  THE  TJSEPUL  ARTS. 

The  House  a^aln  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wnole  House  on  the  bill  to  amend 
an  act  entitled  ^^  An  act  to  promote  the  progress 
of  Useful  Arts." 

The  seventh  section  was  read;  some  amend- 
ments were  proposed,  but  disagreed  to. 

A  motion  was  maae  to  strike  out  the  8th  sec- 
tion, for  the  purpose  substituting  another,  whidi 
should  jprovide,  that  all  interfering  claims  for  pa- 
tents, should  be  determined  at  the  option  of  the 
parties,  either  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  or  by  arbi- 
trators, ^.  This  motion  gave  rise  to  debate.  It 
was  at  length  moved  to  amend  the  motion,  by 
striking  out  all  the  words  after  "Secretary  of  Statej" 
this  motion  was  not  agreed  to.  Various  other 
amendments  to  the  motion  were  moved,  and  last, 
it  was  finally  agreed  to  the  following  mooification : 
TTuU  interfering  apfdiccUums  for  patents  shaU  be 
determined  by  the  Secretary  of  States  or,  if  all 
parties  require  it,  by  arbitrators,  ^c. 

The  motion  for  striking  out  the  8th  section,  and 
inserting  the  amendment,  was  put,  and  agreed  to. 

The  Committee  finished  the  discussion  of  the 
bill ;  they  then  rose  and  reported  the  same  with 
amendments,  which  were  laid  on  the  table. 


Friday,  February  1. 

Jhe  Letter  from  Monsier  Le  Brun,  eommmii- 
cated  in  a  message  from  the  Senate  yesterday, 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  with  instruction  to  examine 
the  matter  thereof,  and  make  report  thereupon  to 
the  House. 
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The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  last 
amendment  of  this  House  to  the  bill  entitled  ^*An 
act  regulating  Foreign  Coins,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses:" Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
said  amendment  to  the  amendment. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  amendments  proposed 
by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  entitled  '^An  act  to  re^ 
late  the  claims  to  Invalid  Pensions ;"  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  amendments 
under  consideration,  and  directed  him  to- report  to 
the  House  their  affreement  to  some  and  disagree- 
ment to  others  of  the  said  amendments.  The 
House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  report  and 
amendments:  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
amendments  to  the  first  and  second  sections ;  and 
doth  disagree  to  the  amendments  to  the  fourth 
and  fifth  sections  of  the  said  bill. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  amendments  reported  yesterday  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  to  the  bill  to  amend 
an  act  entitled  '^  An  act  to  promote  the  progress 
of  Usefiil  Arts ;"  and,  the  same  being  read,  were 
agreed  to.  And  then,  the  said  bill  biing  further 
amended  at  the  Clerk's  table,  was^  together  with 
the  amendments,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
the  third  time  on  Monday  next. 

A  petition  of  James  Montgomery,  master  and 
commander  of  the  revenue  cutter  called  the  Ge- 
neral Greene,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  the  officers 
of  the  said  cutter,  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  praying  that  the  compensation  allowed  by 
law  to  the  officers  and  crews  of  revenue  cutters 
may  be  augmented,  and  rendered  more  adequate 
to  their  services. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  instruction  to 
examine  the  same,  and  report  his  opinion  there- 
upon to  the  House. 

A  memorial  and  petition  of  the  manufacturers 
of  cordage,  lines,  twine,  and  packthread,  in  Phila- 
delphia, was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
Erayine  that  so  much  of  the  existing  revenue 
iws  of  the  United  States  as  allows  a  drawback 
on  foreign  cordage,  lines,  tvnne,  and  packthread, 
may  be  repealed,  and  the  duties  imposed  on  saia 
articles  increased ',  and  that  the  duty  on  hemp, 
when  manufactured  within  the  United  States, 
and  exported  therefrom,  may  be  refunded  to  the 
exporter. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  and  petition 
be  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  refer- 
red, on  the  22d  ultimo,  the  memorial  of  the  manu- 
facturers of  cordage,  lines,  and  packthread,  of  Pro- 
yidence,  in  the  State -of  Rhode  Island ;  that  they 
do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the 
same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

PROMOTION  OF  THE  USEFUL  ARTS. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  to  amend  the  act. 
entitled  an  act  to  promote  the  progress  of  Useful 
Arts,  were  taken  into  consideration ;  some  amend- 


ments bein^  made  to  these  amendments,  the  whole 
were  agreed  to ;  additional  amendments  were  pro- 
posed ',  among  others, 

Mr.  Murray  moved  to  add  the  words  "  being 
citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States,"  after  the 
words  person  or  persons  ;  the  object  of  which  is, 
to  prevent  foreigners  from  obtaminff  patents  in 
this  country  for  inventions  which  they  have  al- 
ready obtained  patents  for  in  Europe ;  by  which 
means  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  might  be 
prevented  from  obtaining  patents  for  the  same,  or 
similar  inventions. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KiTTERA  moved  to  reduce  the  period  for 
which  patents  should  be  granted,  from  fourteen  to 
ten  years ;  this  motion  was  negatived.  The  bill 
was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing to-morrow. 


Monday,  February  4. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "Aa 
act  to  promote  the  progress  of  Useful  Arts,"  was 
read  the  third  time  ana  passed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  petition  of 
Alexander  Contee  Hanson,  which  was  made  on 
the  30th  of  April  last :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  Accounting  Officers  of  the 
Treasury  be  authorized  to  liquidate  and  pay  the 
account  of  Alexander  Contee  Hanson,  for  travel- 
ing expenses  and  attendance  at  New  York  as  one 
of  the  Judffes  appointed  by  the  General  Gk)veni- 
ment  to  determine  a  controversy  between  the 
States  of  South  Carolina  and  Geor^a,  which  was, 
without  his  knowledge,  compromised;  and  that 
the  allowance  be  the  same  as  that  provided  by 
law  for  the  traveling  expenses  and  attendance  <xf 
the  present  members  of  Gonfress. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Mr.  Mer- 
ger, Mr.  Page,  and  Mr.  Stdrgbs,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing a  report,  and  sundry  statements  marked  A,  B, 
C,  D,  E,  and  F,  made  m  pursuance  of  the  resolu- 
tions of  this  House  of  the  23d  ultimo ;  which  were 
read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  ifself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate 
entitled  "  An  act  respecting  fugitives  from  justice 
and  persons  escaping  from  the  service  of  their 
masters ;"  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  an 
amendment  thereto ;  which  was  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bUl,  with  the  amend- 
ment, do  lie  on  the  table. 


Tdesoay,  February  5. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  authorize  tke 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  to  aettk  the  aeeoant 
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of  Thomas  Wishart,  late  a  Lieutenant  in  the 
Armf  of  the  United  States ;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the 
Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  considera- 
tion, and  made  no  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to 
join  such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  by  the 
Senate,  to  ascertain  and  report  the  mode  of  ex- 
amining the  Totes  for  PRSsinENT  and  Vice  Pre- 
sident, and  of  notifying  the  persons  who  shall 
be  elected  of  their  election,  and  to  regulate  the 
tim^place,  and  manner  of  administering  the  oath 
of  office  to  the  President. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wflliam  Smith,  Mr.  Ma- 
dison, and  Mr.  Laurance,  be  of  the  said  com- 
mittee on  the  part  of  this  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  repeal  part  of  a 
resolution  of  Congress  of  the  29th  of  August, 
1788,  respecting  the  inhabitants  of  Post  St.  Vin- 
cents ;  and,  after  some  spent  therein,  the  Chair- 
man reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the 
said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  no  amend- 
ment thereto.  And  then,  the  said  bill  being 
amended  at  the  Clerk's  table,  was.  together  with 
the  amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  for  allowing  a 
compensation  to  the  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent OP  the  United  States,  to  commence  from 
the  4th  day  of  March  next ;  and  that  Mr.  Sedg- 
wick, Mr.  Dayton,  and  Mr.  Barnwell,  be  the 
said  committee. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  sent 
from  the  Senate  entitled  <' An  act  respecting  fun- 
tiyes  from  iustiee  and  persons  escapmg  from  tne 
service  of  their  masters."  which  lay  on  the  table : 
Whereupon,  the  said  bill,  together  with  the  amend- 
ment agreed  to  yesterday,  was  read  the  third  time; 
and,  on  the  question  that  the  same  do  pass,  it  was 
resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  48,  nays  7,  as 
follows : 

NATs^—Fisher  Ames,  John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham 
Baldwin,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Benson,  Ellas  Bou- 
dinot,  Shearjashub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Abraham 
Clark,  Jonathan  Dayton,  William  Findley,  Thomas 
Fitzaimons,  Elbridge  Geny,  Nicholas  Gihnan,  Benjamin 
Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  Christopher  Greenup,  Andrew 
Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Barry  Grove,  Thomas 
Hartley,  James  HiUhoose,  William  Hindman,  Daniel 
Huger,  Israel  Jacobs,  Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kitchell,  Amasa 
Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  George  Leonaid»  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  Andrew  Moore,  Fr^erick  Augustus 
Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Murray,  Alexander  D.  Orr, 
John  Page,  Cornelius  C.  Sdioonmaker,  Theodore  Sedg- 
wick, Peter  Svlvester,  Israel  Smith,  Willhm  Smith, 
John  Steele,  Thomas  Snmpter,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker, 
Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Alexander  White,  Hugh  WU- 
liamson,  and  Francis  Willis. 

TxAs. — Samuel  Livermore,  John  Francis  Mercer, 
Nathaniel  Niles,  Josiah  Parker,  Jonathan  Sturges, 
George  Thatcher,  and  Thomas  TredwelL 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Ck>mmittee  of 


the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Woodrc^ 
and  Joseph  Sims;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Commit- 
tee had  had  the  said  report  under  consideration, 
and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon ;  which  was 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  remission  of  unties  on  a 
quantity  of  salt  and  wines  entered  at  the  port  of 
New  York,  which,  together  with  the  ship,  was 
lost  on  the  passage  from  thence  to  Philadelphia, 
in  March  last,  ought  to  be  granted,  agreeable  to 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioners. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Mr.  iLwi, 
Mr.  Grove,  and  Mr.  Tucker,*  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  make  compensation  to  Alexan- 
der Contee  Hanson;  which  was  received,  and 
read  twice  and  committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Conmiittee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  motion  of  the  18th  ultimo, 
for  making  provision  of  half-pay  for  seven  years,  to 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  certain  officers  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States ;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  Chair, 
and  Mr.  Key  reported  that  the  Committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  the  said  motion  under  con- 
sideration, and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon ; 
which  he  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where 
the  same  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  House, 
as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  provision  of  half-pay  for 

years  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  such  officers 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  as  have  baeni 
killed  in  the  service,  since  the  fourth  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  or 
who  may  hereafter  be  killed  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  ought  to  be  made  by  law. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  Mr.  Hart- 
ley, Mr.  Wadsworth,  and  Mr.  Greenup,  do  pre- 
pare and  brins^  in  the  same. 

A  message  From  the  Senate,  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  disagree  to  tne  bill,  entitled  ^  An 
act  to  authorize  a  Loan  in  the  certificates  or  notes 
of  such  States,  as  shall  have  balances  due  to  them 
upon  a  final  settlement  of  accounts  with  the  United 
States."  The  Senate  abo  insist  on  their  amend- 
ments, disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  fourth 
and  filth  sections  of  tne  bill^  entitled  ^  An  act  to 
regulate  the  claims  to  Invalid  Pensions,"  and  de- 
sire a  conference  with  this  House  on  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  said  amendments ;  to  which  confer- 
ence, the  Senate  have  appointed  managers  on  their 
part :  The  Senate  have  also  agreed  to  the  amend- 
ment, proposed  by  this  House,  to  the  bill,  entitled 
'*  An  act  respecting  fugitives  from  justice,  and  per- 
sons escaping  from  the  service  of  their  masters :" 
The  Senate  nave  also  passed  the  bilL  entitled  "An 
act  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  timcj  and  to 
to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  providing  the 
means  of  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  foreign  nations." 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  so  much  of  the 
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saidmeesaee^as  desires  a  conference  on  the  subject- 
matter  c^  toe  amendments  depending  between  the 
two  Houses  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate 
claims  to  Invalid  Pensions."    Whereupon. 

Resohed,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
said  cimference,  and  that  Mr.  SEnowicK^  Mr.  Giles, 
and  Mr.  Boudinot,  be  appointed  managers  at  the 
same  on  the  part  of  this  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  reimburse  Henry 
Emanuel  Lutterloh,  for  expenses  incurred  in 
eoming  to  America,  to  join  the  Army  of  the  United 
States  during  late  war ;  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Uhairman  reported  that  the  Commit- 
tee had  had  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and 
jnade  no  amendment  thereto.  The  bill  was  then 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Hartley,  from  the  Committee  appointed 
presented  a  bill  to  make  provision  of  hau-pay  to 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  certain  officers ;  wnich 
was  received,  read  twice  and  committed. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  dav, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  adjustment  of  a 
daim  of  Joseph  Henderson,  against  the  United 
States;  and,  atfter  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
the  said  bill  under  coosideration,  and  made  no 
amendment  thereto.  The  bill  was  then  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  February  6. 

A  memorial  of  the  officers  of  the  Rhode  Island 
line  of  the  late  American  Army,  in  behalf  them- 
selves and  the  soldiersof  said  line,  was  presented  to 
the  House  and  read,  praying  that  the  depreciation 
which  accrued  on  the  certificates  of  debt  granted 
them  for  military  s^rices  during  the  late  war,  may 
be  made  good,  or  such  other  relief  afforded  th^m, 
as  the  present  circumstances  ot  the  United  States 
will  admit 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  do  lie  on  the 
t^ble. 

A  petition  of  John  Rogers  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read  praying  compensation  for  certain 
lands  on  the  Mississippi  river,  granted  him  by  the 
State  of  Virginia,  for  his  services  as  an  officer  in 
the  line  of  the  said  State,  prior  to  the  cession  made 
to  the  United  States,  of  the  Territory  Northwest 
of  the  river  Ohio;  the  title  to  which  lands  has 
since  been  ceded  to  the  Chickasaw  Indians,  by  the 
treaty  of  Hopewell,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eightv-six. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Page,  Mr.  Livbbmokb,  and  Mr.  Clabk;  that 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the 
same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  repeal  part  of  a  resolution 
of  Congress  of  the  twenty-ninth  of  August,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eij|[hty-eight,  repect- 
ifig  the  inhabitants  of  Post  Saint  Vincents,  was 
read  the  thiid  time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  CoiuptroUer 
of  the  Treasury  to  settle  the  accounts  of  Thomas 


Wishart,  late  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Army  of  tbe 
United  States,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  reimburse  Henry  Emanuel 
Lutterloh  for  expenses  incurred  in  coming  to 
America,  to  joint  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
durine  the  late  war,  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  adjustment 
of  a  claim  of  Joseph  Henderson  against  the  United 
States,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Sedgwick,  from  the  committee  aMiointed, 
presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  {^ovidtngGoa^ 
pensation  to  the  Presidbnt  and  Viob-Pbbsident 
OF  THE  United  States,  which  was  received,  and 
read  twice  and  committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  tepori  of  the  Seccetary 
of  War,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Simeon  Thayer;  and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  Chairman  reported,  that  the  Committee 
had  had  the  said  report  under  consideration,  and 
come  to  a  resolution  thereupon;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  i^eed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

Resolve^  That  Simeon  Thayer,  late  a  Major  in 
the  Army  of  the  United  States,  who  was  disabled 
at  the  bsatle  of  Monmouth,  be  placed  on  the  pen^ 
sion  list  of  the  United  States ;  that  he  be  allowed 
the  half-pay  of  a  MaJor,  from  the  first  of  January, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eigh^K>ne}  pro- 
vided he  return  his  commutation  of  halt-pay,  with 
interest  thereon. 

Orderedif  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pur^ 
suant  to  the  said  resolutitxi,  and  that  Mr.  Benja- 
min BooRNB,  Mr^  Gkilbian,  and  Mr.  Israel  Smith, 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  petition  of  Elijah  Bostwick : 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
.  said  Elijah  BostwicL  the  sum  of  fif^y-eight  pounds 
three  shillings  and  four  pence,  current  money  of 
New  York,  being  the  amount  of  co^  which  he 
incurred  in  defendinff  a  suit  commenced  against 
him,  as  agent  to  the  deputy  CcMnmissary  General 
of  the  Northern  Department,  on  public  account 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  be  brought  in  pursuant  to 
the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Sylvester,  Mr. 
Ki^,  and  Mr.  Grove,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
same. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  engrossed  biU  to  compen- 
sate John  Tucker;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Commit- 
tee had  had  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and 
made  an  amendment  thereto;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  hill^  with  the  amaidmsttt, 
be  engrossed,  and  rea4  the  thud  tinie,  immediately. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  compensate  John  Tuck^, 
was  read  the  third  time;  an^  <mi  the  question  that 
the  said  bill  nass,  it  passed  m  the  negative.  And 
so  the  said  bul  was  rejected. 

PENSIONS  TO  DISABLED  OFFICERSi  4». 

Mr.  Greenup's  resolution  for  placing  on  the 
pension  list  all  such  officers  and  privates  oi  the 
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militia  as  are  or  may  be  wounded  in  tke  serrtee, 
and  who  are  not  provided  for  by  law,  was  taken 
up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  resolution 
was  read  by  the  Chairman. 

Mr.  C^REENUP  supported  this  resolution  by  ob- 
serving that,  as  the  militia  was  now  called  into 
senrice  by  tne  General  Government,  it  was  rea- 
sonaUe  to  make  provision  for  such  as  may  be 
wounded  or  disabled.  Except  ^s  was  done,  he 
conceived  that  the  United  States  would  find  it 
extremely  difficult  to  procure  an  effective  militia 
force  on  any  occasion.    Indeed^  it  was  to  be  im- 

Stted  to  this  cause  that  the  militia  had  hitherto 
seovered  so  great  a  backwardness  in  turning  out; 
and  that  those  who  had  beoi  in  service  were  so 
indifferent,  being  principally  subsdtutes.  He  added 
some  remarks  on  the  justice  and  good  ]M)liey  of 
making  the  provision ;  nor  did  he  conceive  that 
the  increase  of  the  pension  list  was  a  sufficient 
reason  to  prevent  making  that  proviaon,  when  it 
is  considered  how  important  a  subject  is  a  compe- 
tent defence  to  our  frcMitiers. 

Several  gentlonen  objected  to  the  resolution  as 
involving  a  very  great  and  increasing  expense* 
The  increase  of  the  pension  list,  it  was  said,  ought 
not  to  be  thought  lightly  of  in  a  republican  Go- 
vemment  It  was  raid  that,  in  the  Militia  law, 
the  object  of  the  resolution  was  in  a  great  measure 
provided  tor ;  it  does  not,-  indeed,  l<K>k  back ;  but 
provision  for  particular  persons  may  be  made 
without  going  to  an  unlimited  retrospective  view 
of  the  case.  The  resolution  was  momfied  to  refer 
to  such  officers,  noncommissioned  officers,  and 

Srivates  of  the  militia  as  have  been  wounded  or 
isabled  since  the day  of ,  or  who  shall 

hereafter  be  wounded  or  disabled  in  the  service  of 
the  United  Stales. 

The*  debate  was  continued  to  a  con9idenft)le 
length,  in  which  the  difference  between  the  mili* 
tia  ana  the  regular  troops  was  stated.  The  latter, 
it  was  said,  a&ndon  every  other  pureuit  and  ooou* 
pation  when  they  engage  in  the  service ;  and,  in 
eases  of  wouiids' and  disabilities  incurred  in  the 
public  service,  are  left  absolutely  without  any 
other  resource  than  the  provision  made  for  them 
by  the  public  as  pensioners.  With  respect  to  tke 
militia,  they  are  commonly  persons  or  property, 
who  Idetve  their  respective  occupations  for  a  time, 
and  when  the  service  is  perform^  they  have  their 
larms  and  their  various  occupatirais  to  retum  to. 
It  was  said  that  it  would  be  unspeakably  better  to 
pay  the  militia  at  an  enhanced  rate — such  a  rate 
as  may  be  sufficient  to  induce  them  to  turn  out. 
That  extending  the  system  of  pensions  in  the 
manner  contemplated,  would  render  the  matter 
complex,  extensive,  and  enormously  expensive—* 
while  at  the  same  time  it  would  sutijeet  the  public 
to  innumerable  impositions. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  Committee  should 
rise,  and  that  the  resolution  should  be  re^e^ed  to 
the  committee  which  reported  the  bill  providing 
half-pay  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the  officers 
of  the  regular  troops.  After  further  debate,  this 
motion  was  put  and  negtitived. 

The  question  on  agreekig  to  the  resolution,  as 
modified;  was  then  put  and  agreed  to. 


Mr.  B^mitws&L  moved  an  additional  vesokitfeo, 
which  was  agreed  to ;  the  purport  of  wiiieh  was 
to  regulate  the  mode  of  ascertaining  the  nature 
and  degree  of  the  disabilities,  and  the  annual 
allowance' to  be  granted  for  the  same. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  two 
resolutions  to  the  House,  as  follows : 

**  Resolved^  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  law 
for  placing  such  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and 
privates,  of  the  militia,  as  have  been  disabled  in  the 

service  of  the  United  States,  since  Ae day  of        ■, 

or  shall  hereafter  be  disabled  in  sueh  service,  on  the 
pension  list. 

'<  Remned^  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  law 
for  establishing  such  regulations  as  may  be  necessary 
to  ascertain  Ae  nature  and  degree  of  snch  disabilities, 
and  the  annual  allowance  to  be  made  for  the  same.** 

The  House  adopted  the  resolutions,  and  referred 
them  to  a  select  committee,  with  instructions  to 
report  a  bill. 


Thursuat,  February  7. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  of 
this  House,  of  the  fifth  instant,  for  the  appointment 
of  a  joint  committee  to  ascertain  and  report  a 
mode  of  examining  the  votes  for  Prbsiubnt  and 
Vice  Presioent,  and  of  notifying  the  persons  who 
shall  be  elected,  of  their  election,  and  for  regulat- 
ing the  time,  place,  and  manner  of  administering 
the  oath  of  office  to  the  pREeiOENT ;  and  have  ap- 
pointed a  committee  for  that  purpose  on  their  part. 

Mr.  Bbujamin  Boubnb,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  were  referred  the  memorials  of  tke  manu- 
facturers of  oordage,  lines,  twine,  and  packthread, 
of  Philadelphia  and  Providence,  made  a  report ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  oe  referred  to  the 
ooBsideration  of  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  providing  compensa- 
ticm  to  the  PRBsiDsirr  and  \\(m  Prebioent  op 
TUB  Unitbd  States;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Commit- 
tee had  had  the  said  bill  under  ecmsideration,  and 
made  sevend  amendments  thereto;  which  were 
severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

And  then  a  motion  bein^  made  uid  seconded 
further  to  amend  the  said  bill  at  the  Clerk's  table, 
by  adding  to  the  end  thereof  the  following  section, 
to  wit : 

**  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this  act  shaQ  con* 
tinue  in  force  for,  and  daring  the  term  of,  four  years, 
firom  the  third  day  of  March  next,  and  no  longer  :* 

It  passed  in  the  negative— *yeas  27,  nays  33,  as 

follows: 

TvAS#— ^ofan  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Abra- 
ham Ghork,  Wiffiam  Flndley,  William  B.  OUes,  James 
Gordon,  Andiew  Ghregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Bar- 
ry Onrpe,  Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  HeiMwr,  Israel 
Jacobs,  Aaron  KIIbImII*  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathanbt 
Maoon,  Jsmes  Madison,  John  Francis  Mercer,  Andrew 
MoDTOf  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  Josiah  Pariter, 
Cornelius  a  SdMonmakar^  Peter  %I«ciBter,  John  &taek« 
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Thomas  Sumpter,  Thomu  Tredwell,  Abnliam  YenaUe, 
and  Alexander  White, 

Natb^ — Fiaher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Ellas  Boadinot,  Shearjashub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  Elbridge 
Gerry,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  Christo- 
pher Greenujp,  James  HiUhouse,  William  Hindman,  Dar 
niel  Huger,  Philip  Key,  John  Laurance,  Amasa  Learned, 
George  Leonant  Samuel  Livermore,  William  Vans 
Murray,  Nathaniel  Niles,  John  Page,  Theodore  Sedg- 
wick, Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  William  Smith, 
Jonathan  Sturges,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tudor 
Tucker,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Artemas  Ward,  and 
Hugh  Williamson. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  Ume  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Key.  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  for  the  remission  of  the  duty  on  a 
Quantity  of  wines^  the  property  of  Woodrop  and 
oseph  Sims ;  which  was  received,  and  read  twice 
and  committed. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Bourne^  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed, presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Simeon 
Thayer;  which  was  receired,  read  twice  and 
committed. 

Mr.  Key,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre* 
sented  a  bill  to  refund  to  Jacob  Bell  certain  auties 
on  pickled  fish;  which  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  petition  of  Robert  Hfeaton ; 
Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  it  is  advisable  that  the  several 
impost  laws  of  the  United  States,  so  far  as  they 
may  be  deemed  to  impose  a  duty  on  horses,  and 
other  useful  beasts  imported  into  the  United  States 
for  breed,  be  repealed. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Benson. 
Mr.  Sedgwick,  and  Mr.  Madison,  do  prepare  and 
brinff  in  the  same. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  sixteenth  of  April 
last,  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Newark,  in 
New  Jersey;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  haa 
had  the  said  report  under  consideration,  and  come 
to  no  resolution  thereupon. 


Friday,  February  8. 

An  engrossed  bill  providing  compensation  to  the 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Sylvester,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elijah  Bostwick; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

A  memorial  of  the  officers  of  the  late  American 
Armv,  now  residing  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina, 
in  behalf  of  themselves,  and  the  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  of  the  said  Army,  was  pre- 
seated  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  the  de- 
preciation which  accrued  on  the  certificates  of 
debt  granted  them  for  military  services  during  the 
Iftte  war,  may  be  made  good,  or  soeh  other  relief 


afforded  them  as  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
United  States  will  admit. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  do  lie. 

A  memorial  of  the  merchants  and  inhabitants 
of  the  towns  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  in  the 
State  of  Virginia,  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  stating  the  inconveniences  under  which  they 
labor  from  the  number  of  sick  and  disabled  sea- 
men that  dail)r  frequent  that  port,  and  praying  that 
a  tax  may  be  imposed  on  all  vessels  or  seamen,  for 
the  purpose  of  establishing,  in  or  near  the  seaport 
towns  of  the  United  States,  marine  hospitals,  for 
the  reception  and  support  of  sick  and  disabled  sea- 
men ;  or  that  such  other  regulations  may  be  adopt- 
ed, as  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress  shall  seem  meet. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to  whom 
is  committed  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  in- 
firm seamen. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  make  provision  of 
half-pay  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  certain 
officers ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  several 
amendments  thereta 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments, 
do  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  ^An 
act  relative  to  claims  against  the  United  States, 
not  barred  by  any  act  of  limitation,  and  which 
have  not  been  already  adjusted,"  with  an  amend- 
ment; to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amend- 
ment ;  and  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

Orderecl,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  to  establish  fees  in  the 
Treasury  Department,  for  the  transfer  of  public 
securitieis,  ana  that  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Findley,  and 
Gerry,  be  the  said  committee. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Conmiittee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  the  remission  of 
the  duty  on  a  quantity  of  wines,  the  property  <^ 
Woodrop  and  Josepn  Sims ;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the 
Uommittee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  considera- 
tion, and  made  no  amendment  thereto.  And,  oa 
the  question  that  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time,  it  passed  in  the  negative ;  and 
so  the  said  bill  was  rejected. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  disagree  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  determining  Uie  Northern  boundary  of  the 
territory  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  State 
of  North  Carolina."  The  Senate  have  passed  the 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  enrollinf^  and  licensing 
ships  or  vessels  to  be  employed  m  the  coasting 
trade  and  fisheries,  and  for  regulating  the  same," 
with  several  amendments ;  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 


Saturday,  February  9. 

A  petition  of  the  French  inhabitants  of  Qailio- 
polis  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  pray- 


869 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


870 


February,  1793.] 


7%6  Public  Debt. 


[H.  OP  R. 


ing  that  the  title  to  certain  lands  in  the  territory 
of  the  United  States  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio, 
which  they  purchase^  from  the  agent  of  the  Scioto 
Company,  in  1790,  may  be  confirmed  to  them. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Wadsworth,  Mr.  SsnowicK,  Mr.  Findley, 
Mr.  Whjte,  and  Mr.  Barnwell;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  their  opinion 
thereupon^  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  the  officers  of  the  Georgia  line  of 
the  late  Army  of  the  United  States,  on  behalf  of 
themselves  and  the  non-commissioned  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  said  line,  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  praying  that  the  depreciation  which  ac- 
crued on  tne  certificates  of  debt  granted  them  for 
military  services,  during  the  late  war.  may  be 
made  good,  or  such  other  relief  afibrdea  them  as 
the  present  circumstances  of  the  United  ^ates 
will  admit.    Laid  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  amendments  proposed  by  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  ror  enrolling 
and  licensing  ships  or  vessels  to  be  employed  in 
the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for  reffulating 
the  same,"  be  referred  to  Mr.  Goodhue,  Mr,  Fitz- 
0IMOM8,  and  Mr.  Parker  $  that  they  do  examine 
the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their 
opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  manu- 
facturers of  cordage,  lines^  twine,  and  packthread, 
of  Philadelphia  and  Providence ;  and,  a£ter  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that 
the  Committee  haa  had  the  said  report  under  con- 
sideration, and  directed  him  to  report  to  the  House 
their  disagreement  to  the  same. 

The  H^use  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  re- 
port ;  and,  on  the  question,  that  the  House  do  acree 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  in  their 
disagreement  to  the  same ;  it  passed  in  the 
affirmative ;  and  so  the  said  memorials  were  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  Clark,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  establish  fees  to  be  paid  on  the 
transfer  of  public  securities;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed. 

Mr.  Goodhue,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
were  referred  the  amendments  proposed  by  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  *'  An  act  for  enrolling 
and  licensing  ships  or  vessels  to  be  employed  in 
the  coastinfi^  trade  and  fisheries,  and  regulating  the 
same,"  made  a  report ;  and,  the  same  being  read, 
the  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  report 
and  amendments:  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
said  amendiments. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  disagree  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of 
Lewis  Garanger,  for  military  services  rendered 
during  the  Ute  war." 


Monday,  February  11. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of -Simeon  Thayer 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Postmaster  Greneral,  respecting  a  tax  im- 
posed on  the  proprietors  of  the  lines  of  stages,  by 
a  late  law  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  to  take  into  consideration  that  part  of 
the  President's  Speech  which  relates  to  the 
transmission  of  newspapers,  and  report  whether 
any,  and  what,  alterations  may  be  necessary  in  the 
act  passed  last  session,  for  the  regulation  of  the 
Post  Office. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  providing  compensation  for  the  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States." 

THE  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Conmiittee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  so  much  of  the  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  the  third  of  De- 
cember last^as  relates  to  a  plan  for  the  redemption 
of  the  Public  Debt.    The  Heport  being  read : 

Mr.  Giles  adverted  to  the  imperfect  state  of 
the  information  before  the  House,  relative  to  the 
state  of  the  fund&  particularly  as  the  resolutions 
calling  for  this  injformation  had  not  yet  been  com- 
plied with,  and  he  was  apprehensive  the  requisite 
statements  would  not  be  furnished  durine  the  pre- 
sent session :  this  being  the  state  of  thu^p,  he 
thought  the  Committee  were  not  in  a  situation  to 
so  into  a  discussion  of  the  subjects  of  the  new 
loans  and  new  taxes,  without  further  light ;  he 
moved  therefore  that  the  Committee  shomd  rise. 
This  motion  was  seconded. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONS  was  opposed  to  the  motion. 
.AAer  briefly  stating  the  importance  of  the  sub- 
ject, the  general  expectation  of  the  people  that 
something  would  be  done  the  present  session  rela- 
tive to  a  provision  for  reducing  the  Public  Debt, 
the  duty  of  the  Government  to  avail  itself  of  the 
right  reserved  to  it  of  paying  off  a  part  of  the 
Debt,  the  state  of  the  Treasury,  the  material  in- 
formation already  received  frcmi  the  Secretary, 
the  actual  surplus  in  the  Treasury,  dbo^  concludea 
by  saying,  that  he  hoped  the  Committee  would 
not  rise,  but  go  into  a  discussion  of  the  subject, 
take  up  the  propositions  offered  by  the  Secretary, 
and  adopt  or  reject  them,  as  their  merits  shall 
dictate,  or  agree  to  others  which  may  be  brought 
forward  by  any  member  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  alluding  to  the 
Speech  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
respecting  this  particular  object,  and  the  answer 
of  the  House  thereto,  gave  a  short  account  of  the 
procuress  of  the  business  in  the  House ;  it  had  been 
neglected  ever  since  the  30th  November,  though 
the  Secretary's  Report  has  been  in  its  possession 
ever  since  that  period. 

For  the  Committee  then  to  rise,  would  be  tan- 
tamount to  a  relinquishment  of  the  object  of  the 
present  session.  He  stated  several  particulars  to 
show  that  it  was  probable  the  existing  funds  would 
be  adequate  to  the  object  in  some  degree,  without 
being  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  new  taxes.  He 
said,  thathe  had  been  informed  a  gentleman  of 
the  Committee  had  prepared  some  resolutions  re- 
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lative  to  the  subject;  he  hoped,  thereibre,  that 
the  Committee  would  not  rise,  but  that  the  gen- 
tleman would  produce  his  resolutions;  that  the 
Committee  would  take  them  into  consideration, 
and  at  least  take  such  steps  in  the  matter  as 
would  manifest  some  disposition  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  the  people,  and  justify  the  professions 
made  by  so  great  a  number  of  the  members  of  the 
Legislature. 

Mr.  GhLB8  repeated  his  objections,  arising  from 
the  imperfect  state  of  the  information  before  the 
House:  adverting  to  the  Presidbiit'b  Speech, 
he  said,  the  propositions  before  the  Committee 
were  in  direct  opposition  to  the  Speech.  The 
Speech  does  not  contemplate  any  new  taxes,  but 
the  reverse.  The  propositions  directly  propose 
them.  He  was  as  much  disposed  as  any  member 
to  go  into  measures  for  a  reduction  of  the  Debt ; 
it  was  an  object  he  much  desired ;  but  he  called 
on  gentlemen  to  show  how  this  could  be  done 
with  any  propriety,  when  the  most  important  and 
most  necessary  information  respecting  the  funds 
is  not  in  their  possession. 

Mr.  Lauranoe  adverted  to  the  resoluticms 
brought  forward  a  few  days  nnce  by  Mr.  Gilbb  ; 
and  gomg  over  them  one  by  one,  he  asked  what 
connexion  the  present  subject  had  with  a  solu- 
tion of  the  principal  part  of  the  inquiries  con- 
tained in  those  resolutions?  The  most  import- 
ant information  expected  from  the  requisitions 
contained  in  the  resolutions,  he  observed,  was  in 
the  possession  of  the  House,  particularly  that 
which  had  any  beiring  on  the  present  matter.  He 
was  opposed  to  the  motion  for  the  Committee's 
rising. 

Mr.  Mercer  said,  he  saw  no  good  end  that 
would  result  from  the  Committee's  rianj^.  Had 
he  the  least  suspicion  that  the  prefect  of^the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  would  be  adopted,  he 
would  be  one  of  the  last  that  would  rise  in  sup- 
port of  a  motion  to  go  into  the  discussion  at  the 
nresait  time;  but  he  had  no  such  expectation. 
He  then  entered  into  a  consideration  of  the  docu- 
ments before  the  House,  received  from  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury ;  he  observed  they  were 
inaccurate,  defective,  and  imperfect ;  they  do  not 
furnish  the  requisite  information  as  to  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  public  moneys  which  have  been 
already  paid  by  the  people.  He  showed  the  im- 
propriety of  la^^ing  any  new  taxes  until  satisfaction 
was  had  relative  to  the  sums  already  paid ;  the 
people  would  not  consider  their  interest  consulted 
until  this  was  done.  He  then  uiged  several  rea- 
sons in  favor  of  a  postponement  of  a  permanent 
provision  for  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt, 
till  a  more  competent  representation  v^s  on  the 
floor ;  that  it  was  extremely  improper  for  the  re- 
liques  of  an  imperfect  representation  at  the  close 
of  the  session  to  go  into  the  consideration  of  so 
important  business.  He  professed  his  wishes  that 
provision  should  be  made  for  the  reduction  of  the 
Public  Debt,  and  concluded  by  suggesting,  that  a 
temporary  provision  only  be  made  the  present  ses- 
sion ;  further  than  this,  he  thought,  it  would  be 
improper  to  go  in  the  present  state  of  a£Burs. 

Mr.  FrrzsmoNB  observed^  that  the  gentleman 


last  speaking  furnished  him  with  an  opportunity 
to  sug^t  to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee 
some  ideas  he  had  reveled  in  his  own  mind  re- 
specting a  temporary  provision.  He  then  pointed 
out  resources  within  the  control  of  the  Licgtslature 
that  might  be  applied  to  this  object,  without  recur- 
ring to  new  taxes,  specifying  the  sum  that  would 
be  wanted  to  begin  the  operation ;  he  mentioned  a 
particubir  surplus,  and  the  Bank  dividend  as  being 
adequate  to  the  object 

Mr.  Clark  said,  he  wanted  information  as  well 
as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia ;  but  he  saw  no 
use  in  the  Committee's  rising ;  they  would  get  up 
where  they  sat  down,  if  they  should  now  rise. 
He  vrished  the  [H'opoBitions  which  had  been  men- 
tioned were  bnraght  forward,  that  they  might  be 
considered ;  but  there  was  another  subject  which 
eh  thought  had  a  prior  claim  to  attention,  and  that 
v^s  the  debt  due  the  Bemk :  in  December  that  bu- 
siness was  pushed  with  great  zeal ;  since  that  time 
nothing  had  been  said  about  it ;  this  appeared  mys- 
terious, 

Mr.  Laurancb  rose  to  explain  the  state  of  the 
matter  respecting  the  debt  due  to  the  Bank.  The 
subject  had  been  suspended,  in  order  dmt  the 
House  might  receive  complete  information  as  to 
the  state  of  the  public  funds. 

Mr.  Page  ofibred  some  gmeral  remarks  on  the 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which 
he  said,  were  considered  by  many  persons  as  ei^- 
ceptionaUe  in  all  its  parts.  He  had  his  objections 
to  it  He  wished  the  wh<^e  subject  to  revert  to 
die  consideretion  of  the  L^slature,  and  had 
therefore  seconded  the  motion  for  the  Committee 
to  rise,  as  the  most  delicate  mode  of  giving  the 
subject  the  go  by. 

Mr.  Madison  defended  an  observation  brought 
forward  by  Mr.  Giles,  which  was,  that  there  was 
a  manifest  impropriety  in  bringing  forward  ab- 
stract propositions  for  discussion,  when  it  was  not 
known  what  consequences  were  involved  in  the 
adoption  of  those  propositions.  Mr.  Madisou 
stated  a  vaivefy  of  particulars  to  show  that  such 
abstract  propositions  are  improper.  He  prc^eased 
his  wishes  that  some  provision  should  be  made 
for  reducing  the  debt ;  ne  believed  his  c<Aleag«e 
was  sincere  in  his  precessions  to  the  same  pur- 
po6e.  He  recapitulated  seme  of  the  objections 
arising  from  the  imperfect  state  of  the  informa- 
tion before  the  House. 

Mr.  Giles  withdrew  his  motion  ;  his  object  in 
doing  so  veas  to  give  an  opportunity  for  bnnging 
fomwd  the  propositions  which  had  been  aUuded 
to. 

Mr*  FiTZsiMONs,  after  offering  some  remarks  in 
answer  to  observations  which  had  been  made, 
tending  to  impeach  hb  consistency  and  sincerity 
in  the  present  case,  read  two  prc^positions,  the 
purport  of  which  is,  that  an  annual  fund  be  con- 
stituted, to  consist  of  one  hundred  and  three  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  ninety-nine  dollars  and  six 
cents,  to  beffin  to  acccue  the  first  day  of  January, 
1793 ;  and  mat  a  loan  to  the  amount  of  five  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars  be  made. 

These  being  read  by  the  Chainnan,  Mr.  Giles 
renewed  his  motiott  for  the  Committee  to  fiae. 
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Mr.  Madibon  objected  to  these  resolutions,  as 
being  abstract  propositions. 

Mr.  Venable  objected  to  them ;  he  informed 
the  Committee  that  in  the  course  of  the  discus- 
sion he  should  moTe  toappily  the  Sinking  Fund  to 
the  object  now  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Merger  objected  to  diverting  the  Sinking 
Fund  from  its  appropriate  object. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  progress, 
and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

EXAMINING  VOTES  FOR  PRESIDENT,  dec. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  i>art  of  this  House,  Jointly,  with  a 
committee  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to 
ascertain  and  report  a  mode  ot  examining  the  votes 
for  President  and  Vice  President  of  me  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes  expressed  in  the 
resolution  of  the  fifth  instant  made  a  report  j^vhich 
was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as 
follows : 

**  That  the  two  Houses  shall  sMemble  in  the  Senate 
Chamber  on  Wednesday  next,  at  twelve  o'clock :  That 
two  persons  be  appointed  tellers  on  the  part  of  this 
Home,  to  make  a  list  of  the  votes  as  they  shall  be  de- 
clared :  that  the  result  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Paxsi- 
BXHT  of  the  Senate,  who  dball  amunmce  the  state  of  the 
vote,  and  tlw  persons  eleCtedt  to  both  Houses,  assembled 
as  albresaid,  which  shall  be  deemed  a  declaration  of  the 
persons  elected  PaxsiDXNT  and  Vies  PassipxirT,  and, 
together  with  a  list  of  the  votes,  be  entered  on  the 
Journal  of  the  two  Houses." 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  William  Smith,  and  Mr. 
Laurancb,  be  appointed  tellers  on  the  port  of  this 
House,  pursuant  to  the  said  report. 


Tuesday,  February  12. 

Mr.  Benson,  from  the  committee  appointed, 

E resented  a  bill  for  repealing  the  several  impost 
iws  of  the  United  States,  so  far  as  they  may  be 
deemed  to  impose  a  duty  on  useful  beasts  import- 
ed for  breed,  and  for  remitting  the  duties  hereto- 
fore accrued  on  such  importations,  in  the  cases 
where  they  have  only  been  secured  to  be  paid  \ 
which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Eli- 
jah Boetwick ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  haa 
had  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  an 
amendment  thereto ;  which  was  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  report  of  the 
Joint  Committee  appointed  to  ascertain  and  report 
m  mode  of  examining  the  votes  for  Prbside;nt  and 
ViOE  President  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the 
other  purposes  expressed  in  the  resolution  of  the 
fi^  instant,  and  nave  appointed  a  teller  on  their 
part,  pursuant  to  the  said  report. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  so  much  of  the  Report 
2d  Con— 29 


of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  the  third 
of  December  last,  as  relates  to  a  plan  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  Public  Debt;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  reported 
progress,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 


Wednesday,  February  13. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elijah  Boet- 
wick was  read  the  third  time^  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  refund  to  Jacob 
Bell  certain  duties  on  pickled  fish;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  tne  Chairman  reported  that 
the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  con- 
sideration, and  made  no  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  make  compensa- 
tion to  Alexander  Contee  Hanson;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that 
the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  con- 
sideration, and  naade several  amendments  thereto; 
which  were  severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

And  on  the  question,  that  the  said  bill,  with  the 
amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  tnird  time, 
it  passed  in  tne  negative ;  and  so  the  said  bill  was 
rejected. 

VOTES  FOR  PRESIDENT  AND  VICE  PRE- 
SIDENT. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House* 
that  a  President  of  the  Senate  is  elected  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  opening  the  certificates,  and  count- 
ing the  votes  of  the  several  States,  in  the  choice  of 
a  Prbsident  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States;  and  that  the  Senate  is  now  ready,  in  the 
Senate  Chamber,  to  attend,  with  this  Efouse,  on 
that  occasion. 

Resolved^  That  the  Speailer,  attended  by  the 
House,  do  now  withdraw  to  the  Senate  Chamber, 
for  the  purpose  expressed  in  the  said  message. 

The  Speaker  accordingly  left  the  Chair,  and, 
attended  by  the  House,  withdrew  to  the  Senate 
Chamber,  and,  after  some  time,  returned  to  the 
House. 

The  Speaker  resumed  the  Chair. 

Mr.  William  Smith  and  Mr.  Laurance  then 
delivered  in,  at  the  Clerk's  table,  a  list  of  the  votes 
of  the  Electors  of  the  several  States,  in  the  choice 
of  a  President  and  Viob  President  of  the  United 
States,  as  the  same  were  declan^  by  the  Prbsi- 
dent of  the  Senate,  in  the  presence  of  the  Senate 
and  of  this  |ioase;  which  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
tered on  the  Journal,  and  is  as  follows: 

FOR  GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

New  Hampshire  -  -  -  -  6 

Massachusetts-  -  -  -  -  16 

Rhode  Island  -  -  -  -  -  4 

Connecticut    -  -  -  -  -  9 

Vermont         -  -  -  -  -  3 

New  York 12 

New  Jersey    -  -  -  -  -  7 

Pennsylvania  -  -  -  ,  -  -  15 
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Delaware 
Maryland 
Virginia 
Kedtueky        . 
North  Carolina 
South  Carolina 
Georgia 


FOR  JOHN  ADAMS. 

New  Hampshire 
Massachusetts- 
Rhode  Island  ... 
CJmmecticut    -  -  - 

Vermont         -  ... 

^flew  Jersey  ... 
Pennsylvania ... 
Delaware       -  -  - 

Maryland  ... 
South  Carolina 


FOR  GEORGE  CLINTON. 
IVewYork      .  .  -  . 

Pennsylvania  .... 
Virginia  .  -  -  . 

North  Carolina  -  .  - 

Georgia  .  1  .  - 


FOR  THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 
•  Kentucky       .... 

FOR  AARON  BURR. 
iBouth  Carolina  ... 


3 

6 
21 

4 
12 

8 

4 

132 

6 
16 
4 
9 
3 
7 

14 
3 

8 
7 

77 

id 

1 
21 
12 

4 

50 
4 
1 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  two  Letters 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  first  ac- 
companying copies  of  certain  powers,  instructions, 
statements,  and  correspondence,  in  relation  to  fo- 
reign loans,  transmitted  pursuant  to  the  resolutions 
of  tnis  House,  of  the  23d  ultimo;  the  second  of  the 
said  Letters,  accompanying  three  several  state- 
ments in  relation  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  two 
other  statements  of  cash  in  the  Treasury  during 
the  years  1791  and  1792,  also  transmitted  in  pur- 
suance of  the  said  resolutions;  which  were  partly 
read. 


Thursday.  February  14. 

Mr.  WADewoRTH,  from  the  eommittee  to  whom 
I  were  referred  the  petitions  of  the  French  inhabit- 
ants of  CJalliopolis,  made  a  report;  which  wa3 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide 
more  efiectuauly  for  the  collection  of  the  duties 
imposed  by  law  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise) 
imported  mto  the  United  States,  and  on  the  ton- 
nage of  ships  or  vesseb;"  to  wnich  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House ;  also,  that  the  Se- 
nate have  agreed  to  a  resolution  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee,  jointly,  with  a  committee 
on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  wait  on  the  FHiei- 


DBNT,  and  to  notify  tohim  of  his  unanimous  re-elec- 
tion to  the  office  of  Prbsidbnt  op  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  join  such  committee  as  may  be  appoint- 
ed on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  ascertain  and  re- 
port the  mode  of  examining  the  votes  for  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes  expressed  in  the  resolution 
of  the  5th  instant,  made  a  report;  which  was:twiee 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

Resolve^  That  a  committee  oe  appointed  to 
join  such  committee  as  may  be  appmnted  by  the 
Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President,  and  to  notify 
him  of  his  unanimous  re-election  to  the  office  of 
President  op  the  Unttbd  States. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  William  Smith.  Mr.  Ma- 
dison, and  Mr.  Lauranoe,  be  of  the  saia  commit- 
tee^n  the  pert  of  this  House. 

The  House  resumed  the  reading  of  the  Letters 
and  statements  communicated  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  ytetterday^  and  made  ifiiilher  pro- 
gress herein. 


FnipxAYy  iFebruary  15. 

An  engrossed 'bill  to  refuad  to  J^ob  Bell  oar- 
tain  duties  on  pickled  ^sh,  m%B  'Vead  tlw  thud 
time,  and  passed. 

^r.  Benjamin  'Bourne,  i^om  the  eommittee  to 
Whom  was  referred  die  petition  of  simdrv  primers 
and  booksellers  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  made 
a /report;  which  was  jreaa,  and  ordered  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to 
whom  is  committed  the  bill  for  repealing  the  se- 
veral impost  laws  of  the  United  States,  so  far  as 
they  may  be  deemed  to  impose  a  duty  on  useful 
beasts  imported  for  breed,  and  for  remitting  the 
duties  heret<^ore  accrued  on  such  importations,  in 
the  cases  where  they  have  only  been  secured  to 
be  paid. 

Mr.  Qrbenup,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  for  placing  on  the  pension  list 
such  officers  and  privates  of  the  militia  as  may  be 
wounded  and  disaUed  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States ;  which  was  read  the  third  time,  and  com- 
mitted. 

Ordered.  That  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "  An  act  su|:plementary  to  the  act,  enti- 
tled ^An  act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the 
collection  of  the  duties  imposed  hy  law  cm  ffoodb, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United 
States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels,'" 
be  committed  to  Messrs.  Goodhue,  Hinoman,  and 
Jeremiah  Smith. 

The  House  resumed  the  reading  of  the  Lettwrs 
and  statements  communicated  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  on  Wednesday  last,  and  went 
through  the  same. 

Mr.  Benson^  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
^^  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  ^  An  act  to 
establish  the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States,' " 
reported  several  amendments  thereto;  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Comsoittee 
of  the  WlM^e  House  on  Monday  next 
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Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted,  on  the  14th  of  November  last,  the 
report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  causes  of  the  failure  ot  the  expedition  under 
Major  General  St.  Clair,  made  a  revisionary  re- 
port; which  was  read,  and,  together  with  the  first 
report,  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  consideration 
or  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Wednes- 
day next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled 
'^An  act  to  promote  the  progress  of  Useful  Arts,  and 
to  repeal  the  act  heretofore  made  for  that  pur- 
pose," with  several  amendments;  to  which  tney 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amend- 
ments, and,  the  same  bein^  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  join  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  rREsipENT,  and 
to  notify  him  of  nis  unanimous  re-election  to  the 
office  of  President  op  the  United  States,  re- 
ported that  the  con^mittee  had  pe.rformed  that 
duty. 

Saturday,  ,Febniaxy  16. 
TRANSFER  OP  PUBUC  SEGURTTIBa 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  establish  fees  to 
be  paid  on  the  transfer  of  public  securities. 

The  bill  was  read  by  the  Chairman.  An  amend- 
ment was  proposed,  which  was^  to  strike  out  the 
last  line  of  the  bill,  and  to  substitute  a  clause  pro- 
viding for  the  disposal  of  the  fees,  which  are  to  be 
received  by  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  and 
the  Loan  Offices. 

Mr.  FiTZsiMONs  said  he  did  not  know  whether 
he  should  vote  for  the  bill  or  not.  At  present  he 
had  his  doubts  on  the  expediency  of  departing 
from  a  principle  established  in  the  Government, 
which  is,  that  public  officers  should  be  compen- 
sated for  their  services  without  beini^  authorized 
to  receive  any  fees.  This  principle  has  been  ad- 
hered to  in  all  cases  where  it  was  practicable; 
and  it  must  appear  the  most  eligible  mode,  wheu 
it  is  considerea  how  difficult  it  is  to  guard  a^inst 
abuses  and  frauds.  He  considered  it  would  be 
extremely  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  provide 
adequate  checks. 

Mr.  Benson  objected  to  the  provision,  gene- 
rally. He  considered  it  as  laying  a  tax  on  a  par- 
ticular si>ecies  of  property  already  encumbered 
with  various  restrictions,  in  respect  to  which 
there  is  no  option  left  to  one  of  the  parties.  The 
€K}vemment  has  prescribed  for  its  own  security  a 
particular  process  in  the  subject  of  transferring 
public  certificates.  He  saw  no  reason  in  imposing 
a  tax  in  addition  to  these  regulations. 

Mr.  Dayton  (in  replying  to  Mr.  Fitzsimons) 
observed,  that  the  process  of  making  the  transfers, 
at  the  several  Loan  Offices,  would  afford  an  oppor- 
tunity to  provide  complete  and  adequate  checks 
against  any  abuse  in  the  transaction,  or  embezzle- 
ment of  the  fees;  the  names  of  the  parties  are  al- 
w«v^  ♦»nt«»f«»d  in  booV^  kf^pt  for  th«»  T>tirT»o^A.  nj\d 


these  would  furnish  the  necessary  criterions.  With 
respect  to  the  objection  arising  from  the  provision's 
operating  as  a  tax.  he  conceived  it  did  not  apply 
with  any  greater  lorce  than  what  might  be  urged 
against  fees  imposed  on  deeds,  &c.  Mr.  D.  con- 
ceived that,  as  a  host  of  clerks  were  employed  in 
the  Treasury  Department  on  this  business  of  trans- 
fer, which  was  done  for  the  benefit  of  individuals, 
he  thought  it  no  more  than  reasonable  that  they 
should  pay  the  expense. 

Mr.  Clark  followed  Mr.  Dayton  in  a  train  of 
similar  observations.  He  said  he  saw  no  difficulty 
in  the  case ;  the  expense  will  fall  on  the  specula- 
tors only. 

Mr.  Sturges  said,  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
bill  would  operate  as  an  infraction  of  the  law 
making  provision  for  the  Public  Debt.  He  con- 
ceived that  that  law  does  not  contemplate  any 
charg[e  being  paid  by  the  proprietors  of  public 
securities  for  transferring  the  certificates;  they 
never  supposed  that  they  would  be  clogged  with 
any  such  charge.  In  this  view  of  the  subject,  he 
should  be  opposed  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Benson  replied  to  Mr.  Dayton's  remarks 
on  the  tax  imposed  on  deeds;  he  said  the  cases 
are  not  parallel,  tn  the  present  case,  there  is  no 
option  to  the  public  creditors;  the  Government 
has  already  prescribed  how  this  business  shall  be 
done;  it  must  therefore  be  considered  as  a  breach 
of  the  rights  of  the  creditors.  With  respect  to 
the  expenses  falling  exclusively  on  speculators, 
he  saia  the  gentleman  was  mistaken,  and  men- 
tioned an  instance  to  show  that  persons  who  are 
not  speculators  will  be  subject  to  the  tax.  Mr.  B. 
doubted  the  propriety,  however,  of  a  regulation 
which  should  operate  so  partially.  He  very  much 
doubted  the  legality  of  framing  a  tax  that  should 
be  pointed  at  any  class  of  citizens  in  particular. 

Mr.  Mercer,  after  a  few  introductory  remarks 
on  the  general  utility  of  public  institutions,  and 
the  obligation  which  every  citizen  is  under  to 
support  them,  remarked,  that  however  true  this 
principle  is,  yet  it  is  but  just  that  those  who  de- 
rive peculiar  personal  advantages  from  these  in- 
stitutions, should  pay  for  those  advantages.  He 
applied  tnis' reasoning  to  the  case  in  hand,  and 
oDserved,  that  on  this  principle  he  thought  the 
provision  contemplated  by  the  bill  was  reasonable 
and  just.  With  respect  to  taxing  the  property  in 
the  funds,  he  remarked,  that  the  subject  involved 
the  most  extensive  considerations.  He  should  not 
at  present  enter  into  a  discussion  of  them;  but,  he 
observed,  that  it  was  clearly  his  opinion  that  Uiat 
species  of  property  was  liable  to  taxation  in  com- 
mon with  every  other;  and  this  idea  he  said  was 
sanctioned  by  the  usag^es  and  customs  of  nations. 

Mr.  Barnwell  said,  it  appeared  to  him  that 
the  particular  regulation  established  in  the  Trea- 
sury Department  was  made  for  the  public  advan- 
tage; if  so,  he  could  not  see  the  justice  of  thro^v- 
ing  the  expense  on  individuals.  If  the  bill  should 
be  sustained,  he  contended  that  the  individuals 
should  have  the  alternative  of  transferrins;  or  not, 
as  is  the  case  m  respect  to  deeds.  He  should  there- 
fore be  opposed  to  the  bill,  unless  some  provision 
fbr  an  altprnative  should  a<»cojT»T>?<T>v  it. 
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Mr.  Qerhy  obiected  to  the  bill  on  general  prin- 
ciples. He  stated  sundry  consequences  extremely 
injurious  to  the  public  credit^  which  might  be 
grrafted  on  the  principle  contamed  in  the  regula- 
tion proposed. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  observed,  that  when  the  propo- 
sition was  first  brought  forward,  he  entertained 
a  favorable  idea  of  the  provision;  he  had  not. 
however,  till  this  morning,  critically  examinea 
the  operation  of  the  prmciple  in  relation  to  the 
contract  between  the  Government  and  the  public 
creditors.  He  was  indebted,  he  said,  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  for  the  idea  of  an  inter- 
ference. Mr.  B.  then  analyzed  the  provision  re- 
specting the  Public  Debt,  in  order  to  show  that 
the  regulations  adopted  were  considered  as  final 
and  conclusive;  full  and  complete  provision  was 
made  to  defray  the  expense  by  the  Government; 
from  hence  he  deduced  this  consequence,  that  the 
tax  contemplated  would  have  a  retrospective  as- 
pect— would  interfere  with  the  stipulations  of  the 
contract,  and  ^o  to  injuring  the  public  credit  essen- 
tially; for,  said  he,  if  Congress  can  lay  a  tax  on 
the  transfer  of  the  public  securities,  they  may  ex- 
tend the  principle  to  such  a  degree  as  to  interdict 
all  transfers  whatever,  yea,  to  taxing  the  Debt; 
an  idea  he  conceived  totally  subversive  of  public 
credit. 

Mr.  Dayton  remarked,  that  the  reasoning  of 
his  colleaj^ue,  and  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr.  Gerry,!  went  too  far;  it  would  ap- 
ply to  every  species  oi  imposition  whatever;  and 
the  Grovernment  would  thereby  be  in  effect  preclud- 
ed from  laying  any  duties  on  impost  and  tonnage. 

Mr.  S.  Bourne  was  in  favor  of  the  bill.  He 
cited  precedents  from  Probate  and  other  offices  in 
the  several  States,  to  show  that  paying  fees  was 
customary,  and  was  submitted  to  by  die  people. 
The  parties  deriving  the  benefit,  it  is  universally 
conceived,  should  bear  the  expense  incurred.  With 
respect  to  the  fees,  he  conceived  the  precedent  is 
already  established  by  the  Government;  fees  are 
paid  in  the  Pepartment  of  State,  these  fees  are 
accounted  for  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
He  thought  a  similar  mode  might  be  adopted  in 
the  present  case.  Let  the  fees  be  paid  for  the 
benefit  of  the  United  States,  and  let  the  several 
officers  account  with  the  head  of  the  Treasury 
Department  for  the  samj,  who  will  account  to 
the  Legislature. 

Mr.  Clark  supported  the  bill  by  further  re- 
marks. He  extenaai  his  ideas  to  taxing  the  public 
securities:  this  expedient,  he  said,  the  public  exi- 
gencies may  possibly  require.  He  repeated  his 
observations  relative  to  the  number  or  clerks  in 
the  Treasury,  employed  on  the  business  of  trans- 
fers: the  great  expense  hereby  incurred  he  said, 
was  for  the  advantage  of  speculators,,  of  which  a 
host  was  collected  in  a  neighboring  city,  where, 
as  from  a  centre,  they  extended  their  negotiations 
to  all  parts  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Laurance  said,  he  always  considered  it  as 
indicative  of  the  badness  of  a  cause,  when  a  per- 
son descends  to  ffeneral  invectives  against  puolic 
bodies.  He  alluded  to  Mr.  Clark's  reflection  on 
the  City  of  New  York. 


Mr.  Clark  said,  he  had  not  mentioned  New 
York. 

Mr.  Laurance  said,  his  remark  was  applicaUe 
to  the  gentleman's  reflection,  let  him  refer  to  any 
city  whatever.  Mr.  L.  then  entered  into  a  general 
consideration  of  the  subject,  and  stated  the  various 
steps  of  the  process  prescribed  by  the  Funding  law 
in  relation  to  transfers.  The  deductions  he  drew 
were  similar  to  those  made  by  Mr.  Benson. 

Mr.  Murray  was  against  tne  bill.  He  thought 
it  wrong  in  principle,  and,  thinking  so,  no  argu- 
ment speciously  drawn  from  a  smsdl  gain  to  the 
public,  which  it  was  unworthy  in  them  to  de- 
mand, should  tempt  him  to  vote  for  it.  He  de- 
clarea,  that  when  the  bill  was  first  noticed,  his 
reflections  had  presented  the  provision  merely  in 
a  sort  of  analogy  with  fees  justly  demanded  in 
Courts,  and  in  comtaion  civil  offices — as  offices  for 
the  registering  of  deeds;  but  the  moment  the  course 
of  his  reflections  had  traced  the  subject  in  that 
analogy,  he  discovered  a  strong  and  insuperable 
objection.  These  institutions,  for  the  support  of 
which  fees  were  demandable  from  such  as  had 
business,  were  such  as  the  law  established  for  the 
intercourse  between  one  individual  and  another; 
here,  on  the  contrary,  the  law  relates  to  a  pro- 
ceeding in  which  a  aebtor  public  is  to  truisfer  its 
promissory  notes  to  individual  creditors.  The 
public  is  a  debtor,  has  issued  negotiable  paper, 
part  of  the  value  of  which  depends  on  the  facility 
of  negotiation;  the  necessity  of  registering  trans- 
fers being  merely  to  secure  the  public.  As  the 
debt  was  subscribed  under  the  idea  of  transfers 
beins  free  of  expense,  so  to  force  the  parties  to 
pay  fees  would  diminish  the  value  of  the  property ; 
for,  if  it  be  an  expense  now  to  the  public,  and  that 
expense  be  intended  to  be  taxed  on  the  thing 
transferred,  it  would  amount  to  somethinj^  like 
diminishing  of  the  debt  without  discharging  it. 
There  is  a  solid  difference  between  laws  that  re- 
gulate fees  to  be  paid  on  the  transactions  between 
man  and  man,  and  such  as  relate  to  transactions 
like  this,  between  a  debtor  public  and  an  indivi- 
dual creditor.  If  a  debtor  constitutes  a  debt  of  a 
negotiable  kind,  and  at  the  time  of  issuing  his 
note  makes  each  transfer  necessarily  to  depend 
on  an  act  of  his  own,  he  cannot  expect  to  be  paid 
for  this;  this  quality  forms  a  part  of  the  value  he 
has  parted  from.    . 

The  debate  on  the  subject  was  continued  till  a 
late  hour;  several  other  gentlemen  spoke  on  the 
occasion.  The  motion  to  amend  the  bill  was  at 
length  agreed  to.  The  Committee  then  rose,  and 
reported  accordingly. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, do  lie  on  the  table. 


Monday,  February  18. 

A  petition  of  the  Directors  of  the  Library  Com- 
pany of  Philadelphia,  and  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
Locanian  Library,  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  praying  that  sovmuch  of  the  existinff  re- 
venue laws  of  the  United  States  as  imposes  a  auty 
on  books  imported  for  the  use  of  public  libraries, 
may  be  repealed. 


881 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


882 


February,  1793.] 


Proceedings. 


[H.  OP  R. 


Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Messrs.  Findlet,  Laurance,  and  Murray  ;  that 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report 
the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Murray,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  that  part  of  tne  Presi- 
dent's Speech  which  relates  to  the  transmission 
of  newspapers,  and  report  whether  any,  and  what, 
alterations  may  be  necessary  in  the  act  passed  last 
session  for  the  regulation  of  the  Post  Office,  made 
a  report ;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Se- 
nate, entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  enti- 
tled ^An  act  to  establish  the  Judicial  Courts  of  the 
United  States;"  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Commit- 
tee had  had  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and 
made  several  amendments  thereto ;  which  were 
severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, do  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
OF  THE  United  States,  laying  before  Congress  a 
report  and  plat  of  the  Territory  of  the  United 
States  on  the  Potomac,  as  given  in  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  that  Territory,  together  with  a  Let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  State,  which  accompa- 
nied them.  The  papers  referred  to  in  the  Mies- 
sage  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Tubbdat,  Februrary  19. 

A  memorial  of  sundry  merchants  and  traders  of 
Providence,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  was 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  stating  the  dis- 
advantages which  attend  the  operation  of  the  ex- 
isting revenue  laws  of  the  United  States,  and 
praymg  that  the  same  may  be  revised  and  amend- 
ed.   Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

A  petition  of  Caleb  Newbold,  John  Black,  and 
Sarah  Newbold,  executors  of  the  last  will  and  tes- 
tament of  Caleb  Newbold,  deceased,  praying  com- 
pensation for  provisions  furnished  for  the  use  of 
the  militia  and  navy  of  Pennsylvania,  in  Conti- 
nental service,  during  the  late  war;  also,  a  peti- 
tion of  Thomas  Coit,  Collector  of  the  Revenue 
for  the  Second  Division,  in  the  State  of  Connecti- 
cut, praying  to  be  exonerated  from  the  payment 
of  a  certain  sum  of  money,  which  he  collected  on 
account  of  the  duties  accruing  on  a  quantity  of 
distilled  spirits,  and  deposited  m  his  storehouse  at 
Norwich,  in  the  said  State,  as  a  place  of  safety, 
and  which,  together  with  a  part  of  the  money  so 
deposited,  was  consumed  by  fire  on  the  night  of 
the  15th  ultimo. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  instructions 
to  examine  tne  same,  and  report  his  opinion  there- 
upon to  the  House. 

A  memorial  of  sundry  paper-makers  in  the 
States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  so 
much  of  the  existing  revenue  laws  of  the  United 
States  as  imposes  a  duty  on  imported  rags  used  in 


the  manufacture  of  paper,  may  be  repealed ;  and 
also,  that  the  present  duty  on  foreign  paper  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  may  remam.  Laid 
on  the  table. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the  House 
do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

**Reaolvedf  That  the  Commimoners  for  purehasing 
the  Public  Debt  be  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  a 
statement  of  all  their  proceedings  not  heretofore  ftir- 
nished  :'* 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being 
put,  to  amend  the  said  original  motion,  by  insert- 
ing, after  the  word  **  House,"  the  words,  "  their 
resolves  as  Commissioners,  approved  by  the  Pre- 
sident OP  THE  United  States,  together  with  :** 
it  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  30,  nays  31,  as 
follows : 

YxASw — Fid&er  Ames,  John  Baptiat  Aahe,  Robert 
Barnwell,  Egbert  Benson,  Eliaa  Boudinot,  Sheaijir 
ahub  Boome,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Jonathui  Dayton,  Tho- 
mas Fitzsimons,  Nicholas  Oilman,  Benjamin  Good- 
hue, Jamea  Gordon,  Samuel  Griffin,  Thomas  Hutlej, 
James  Hillhonae,  Daniel  Huger,  Aaron  Kitdiell,  John 
Wilkes  Kittera,  John  Laurance,  Amasa  Learned, 
George  Leonard,  Samuel  Livermore,  Nathaniel  Niles^ 
Theodore  Sedgwick,  Peter  Sylvester,  John  Steele,  Jo- 
nathan Sturges,  G^rge  Thatcher,  Jeremiah  Wada- 
worth,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

Nats.^ — Abraham  Baldwin,  Abraham  Clark,  William 
Findley,  Elbridge  Gerry,  William  B.  Giles,  Chrirtopher 
Greenup,  Andrew  Gregg,  William  Barry  Grove,  Daniel 
Heister,  William  Hindman,  Philip  Key,  Richard  Bland 
Lee,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  James  Madison,  John  Franda 
Mercer,  John  Milledge,  Andrew  Moore,  FrederidL  An- 
gnstua  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Morray,  Alexan- 
der D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Jodah  Parker,  ComeUns  C. 
Schoonmaker,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  Thomas 
Snmpter,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker, 
Abraham  Venable,  Alexander  White,  and  Francis 
Willia. 

Another  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  pat,  to  amend  the  said  original  motion, 
by  striking  out  the  words  "not  heretofore  fur- 
nished," and  insertins",  in  lieu  thereof,  the  words 
"  under  the  acts  for  the*  reduction  of  the  Public 
Debt,  since  the  date  of  the  purchases  mentioned 
in  their  last  report:" — it  passed  in  the  negative- 
yeas  18,  nays  43,  as  follows : 

YxASw — Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Elias  Boudinot,  Shearjashub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Jonathan  Dajrton,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Benja- 
min Goodhue,  John  Laurance,  Amasa  Learned,  George 
Leonard,  Samuel  Livermore,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jo- 
nathan Sturges,  G^rge  Thatcher,  Jeremiah  Wada- 
worth,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

Nats. — John  Baptist  Ariie,  Abraham  Baldwhi, 
Abraham  Clark,  William  Findley,  Thomas  Fitxsimoiis, 
Elbridge  Gerry,  William  B.  Giles,  Jamea  Gordon, 
Christo|dier  Greenup,  Andrew  €hregg,  Samuel  Griffin, 
WilUam  Barry  Grove,  Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Heis- 
ter, James  Hillhouse,  William  Hindman,  Daniel  Hn- 
ger,  PhiUp  Key,  Aaion  Kitchell,  John  Wilkes  Kittera, 
Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Jamea  Madison, 
John  Francis  Mercer,  John  Milledge,  Andrew  Moore, 
Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Mur- 
ray, Nathaniel  Nilea,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Page, 
Josiah  Parker,  Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker,  Peter  Syl- 
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irester,  Jereiidah  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  John  Steele,  Tho- 
ixaM  Sumpter,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor  Tuck- 
er, Abrdiam  Venable,  Alexander  White,  and  Francis 
Willis. 

And  then  the  main  question  being  put,  that  the 
House  do  agree  to  the  said  original  motion,  it  was 
resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  39,  nays  22,  as 
follows : 

TsASd — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Abra* 
ham  Clark,  William  Findley,  Elbridge  Gerry,  William 

B.  Giles,  James  Gordon,  Christopher  Greenup,  Andrew 
Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Bany  Grove,  Thomas 
Haitl^,  Daniel  Heister,  William  Hindman,  Philip 
Key,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  James  Madison,  John  Francis  Mercer, 
John  Milledge,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augustus 
Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Murray,  Nathaniel  Niles, 
Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Cornelius 

C.  Sehoonmaker,  Peter  Sylvester,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Is- 
rael SmiA,  John  Steele,  Thomas  Siimpter,  Thomas 
TredwfeU,  Thoman  Tudor  Tucker,  Abraham  Venable, 
Alexander  White,  and  Francis  Willis. 

Natsv— Fit^ier  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Bon- 
«on,  Ellas  Bbudhiot,  Shearjashub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Jona^an  Dayton,  Thomas  Fitssimons,  Nicfao- 
hui  Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  Hillhouse,  Da- 
idel  Huger,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John  Laurance,  Amasa 
Lecmed,  George  Leonard,  Samuel  Livermore,  Theo- 
dore Sedgwid^  Jonathan  Sturges,  George  Thatcher, 
Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  and  ATtemaM  Ward; 

Mr.  Sedgwick,  from  the  Managers  at)pointed 
on  the  part  of  this  House  to  attend  the  conference 
with  the  Senate  on  the  subject-matter  of  the 
amendments  depending  between  the  two  Houses, 
to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  claims 
to  Invalid  Pensions,"  made  a  report ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Message  was -received  from  the  President 
OF  THE  United  States,  stating  that  it  had  been 
agreed  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  that  a 
treaty  or  conference  shall  be  held  at  the  ensuing 
sea&on  with  the  hostile  Indians  Northwest  of  the 
Ohio,  in  order  to  remove,  if  possible,  all  causes  of 
difierence,and  to  establish  a  solid  peace  with  them; 
and  that,  as  the  estimates  heretofore  presented 
to  the  House  for  the  current  year  did  not  contem- 
plate this  object,  it  would  be  proper  that  an  ex- 
press provision  be  made  by  law,  as  well  for  the 
genenu  expenses  of  the  treaty,  as  to  establish  the 
compensation  to  be  allowed  the  Commissioners 
who  shall  be  appointed  for  the  purpose ;  and  that 
he  would  direct  the  Secretary  of  War  to  lay  be- 
fore the  House  an  estimate  or  the  expenses  which 
majr  probably  attend  this  measure. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
fifoin  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  the 
estimate  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  Message; 
which,  together  with  the  said  Message,  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  Mr.  Boudinot, 
Mr.  White,  and  Mr.  Wadsworth.  with  instruc- 
tion to  report  thereon  by  way  of  bill  or  bills. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  infbrmed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  some,  and  insist  on 
others  of  their  amendments,  disagreed  to  by  this 
House,  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  reflate  the 
claims  to  Invalid  Pensions;*'  the  Senate  nave  also 
passed  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorise  the 


Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  to  settle  the  account 
of  Thomas  Wishart,  late  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,"  with  an  amendment ;  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment, and,  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanied 
with  sundry  statements  and  reports,  containing  a 
further  answer  to  the  resolutions  of  this  House,  of 
the  twenty-third  of  January  last ;  which  were  or- 
dered to  he  on  the  table. 


Wbdnesdav,  February  90. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled  ^  An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Go- 
vernment for  the  year  one  thousana  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-three."  with  several  amendments; 
to  which  they  desire  tne  concurrence  of  the  House. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^^  An  act 
in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  establish 
the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States,"  together 
vnth  the  amendments  agreed  to  on  Monday  last, 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  petitions  of  the  French  in- 
habitants of  Gfalliopolis,  in  the  territory  of  the 
United  States  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio;  where- 
upon. 

Resolved^  That  there  be  granted  to  the  said  pe- 
titioners thirty  thousand  acres  of  land,  to  be  divided 
among  them  in  quantities  proportioned  to  their 
lat^  purchases  of  the  Scioto  Company ;  and  that 
the  further  quantity  of  twenty  thousand  acre^  be 
divided  equally  among  such  or  the  said  petitioners 
as  are  actual  settlers  of  the  said  territory. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Wads- 
worth, Mr.  Sedgwick,  Mr.  Findley,  Mr.  Whitb, 
and  Mr.  Barnwell,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
same. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appoiiited  to 
bring  in  a  oill  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  annual 
meeting  of  Congress,  and  that  Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  William  Smith,  and  Mr.  Sedgwick,  be  the 
said  committee. 

Thie  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  oh  the  petition  of  James  Warring- 
ton, attorney  in  fact  or  Joseph  Blachford,  surviv- 
ing partner  of  Harris  db  Blachford ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  Accounting  Ofllcers  of  the 
Treasury  cause  the  sum  of  nine  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  sixty-eight  dollars  and  ninety  cents, 
charged  to  John  Banks  on  the  thirty-first  day  of 
December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
three,  to  be  credited  to  the  said  John  Banks,  and 
that  the  sum  so  credited  be  charged  to  the  account 
of  such  other  person  as  in  their  opinion  shall  be 
justly  chargeable  therewith. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Giles, 
Mr.  Livermore,  and  Mr.  FitzsimOns,  do  prepaid 
and  brinff  in  the  same. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  amend* 
ments  depending  between  the  two  Houses  on  the 
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bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  the  claims  to 
Invalid  Pensions,"  together  with  the  report  d  the 
Committee  of  Confereneef  on  the  subject-matter 
of  the  said  amendments:  whereupon, 

Re»ol»ed,  That  this  Hoase  doth  adhere  to  its 
disagreement  to  the  amendnient  insisted  on  by  the 
Senate  to  the  fourth  seiction  of  the  said  bilt 

Remlmd,  That  this  House  doth  recede  firom  its 
disagreement  to  the  amendment  insisted  on  by  the 
Senate  to  die  fifth  section  of  the  said  bilK 


Thdr8day,  February  21. 

Mr.  BoDDiNOT,  from  the  comnnttee  appointed, 
piesented  a  bdl  making  an  amMpriatioQ'  to  defray 
l3ie  einpense  of  a^eaty  wiui  the  iMUaas  Noith- 
west  or  the  iwer  Ohio ;  which  was  received,  tead 
twice,  aad  committed. 

The  Sfe^ker  kid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  aceompaaying  kie  re- 
port on  die  petitions  of  Rawisigh  P.  D^inmmaD 
and  OHrer  Towles ;  and  tkename  being  read, 

Ordered.  That  so  much  of  the  sauf  report  as 
vdatea  to  the  petitk»  of  Rawieigh  P.  Downioan 
be  referred  to  Mr.  Pamebr^  Mr.  Spgprim,  and 
Mr.  Ward^  ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter 
dwreof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  ofmiion 
thereupon,  to  the  House. 

OrdeHo,  That  so  much  of  the  said  rqport  as 
relates  to  tne  petiti<m  of  Oliver  Towies  do  lie  on 
the  table. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
bring,  in  a  bill  for  the  following  puirposes :  Tb  re- 
gulate the  mode  of  takiiu:  bail  m  certain  cases ; 
to  i^golate  the  recovery  ofcosts  a{(Binst  informers 
or  remtors,  in  certain  cases }  to  ponut  out  the  mode 
in  which  suits  for  penalties  mMler  the  revenue 
laws  of  the  United  States  shall  coflmkeneef ;  to  ex- 
tend exeew^oBB  on  transcripts  of  judgments  from 
one  district  to  another,  and  to  regulate  the  costs 
and*  fees  in  cases  of  the  commkment  of  witniesses  ^ 
and  that  Mr.  Murbat,  Mr.  Boudiitot,  and  Mr. 
Jbrxmiah  Smith,  be  the  said  committee; 

The  SpBAKBit  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  communicating  cer- 
tain reasons  for  dela3ring  his  Report  on  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  privileges  and  restrictions  of  the 
comnnercial  intercourse  of  the  United  States  with 
foreign  nations,  aa»  directed  by  the  order  of  the 
House  of  the  twenty^third  Febraary,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-one,  and  sugoestin^  that 
he  is  now  ready  to  report  on  that  subject,  if  the 
House  shall  be  pleased  to  direct  him  so  to  do. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Giles,  Mr.  Laurancb,  Mr.  William  Smith, 
Mr.  Baldwin,  and  Mr.  Benjamin  Bourne;  that 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  sx»d  report 
the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon  to  the 
House. 

A  memorial  of  Eli  Blmer,  kte  a  Captain  Lieu- 
tenant of  Artillery  in  the  Army  of  me  United 
States,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read^  pt&y- 
ing  the  li<imdation  and  settlement  of  a  claim  for 
depreci&tion  of  pay,  supplies  of  clothing,  and  other 
stores^  due  ta  him  for  military  services  rendered 
during  the  bite  war. 


Ordered,  That  the  sud  memorial  be  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  with  instruction  to  exr 
amine  the  same,  and  report  his  opinion  thereupon 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  GhLBs,  horn  the  committee  appointed^  pre- 
sented a  bill  directing  the  officers  of  uie  Treasury 
to  pass  to  the  credit  of  John  Banks  the  sum  of 
nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixt3r-eiffht  dc^ 
burs  and  ninety  cents ;  which  was  received,  twice 
read,  and  committed. 

SETTLEMENT  OP  STATE  ACCOtTNTS. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
OB  the  bin  received  from  the  Senate^  entitled  "An 
act  in  addition  to  and  for  amending  the  act)  for 
extending  the  time  limited  for  setUing  the  ac- 
counts between  the  United  States  and  the  indi- 
vidual States. 

A  flMtion  was  made  tot  stiiice  out  the  first  sec* 
tioii  of  the  bill.  This  sectiOD  goea  to  repeal  t^M 
second  section  of  the  former  acl,  which  makew 
the  State  of  Vermont  a  party  to  the  acccmnis 
betW^n^  the  United  Slates  and  indiiridui^  States. 
In  support  of  the  motion  it  ^mk  said  that  Yt^ 
mottt,  pafticipetinfi;'  In  idl  the  advaortages  of  th« 
independence  cf  the  country,  and^  being  a  mems 
ber  of  the  Union,  is  justly  chasuble  with  ks 
quota  of  all  the  expenses  that  have  beett  incn^ 
red ;  that  as,  on  the  one  hand,  were  she'  a  creditoi^ 
State,  she  doubtless  would  come  in  for  her  pro- 
portion of  the  balances  which  shall  appear  to  be 
due  from  the  United  States  to  the  creditor  States  ^ 
so  on  the  other,  if  she  is  a  debtor  State,  it  is  but 
reasonable  that  she  should  be  liable  to  pay  hev 
proportion  of  those  balances ;  a  contrary  princi- 
ple, it  was  said,  will  increase  the  burdens  ot  other 
States.  It  was  further  said,  that  in  all  the  great 
questions  relative  to  the  finances  and  accounts  of 
the  United  States,  the  voice  of  Yermont  has  had 
its  proportional  influence ;  and  she  is  therefore  on 
every  princij^e  to  be  considered  as  a  constituent 
part  of  the  Union,  and  liable  to  all  the  disadvan- 
tages resulting  from  the  connexion. 

In  opposition  to  the  motion,  it  was  said  that 
Vermont,  as  a  Government,  bore  her  proportion 
of  the  expenses  and  sacrifices  of  the  war.  She 
was  a  frontier  State,  and  the  only  barrier  between 
the  United  States  and  Canada.  Her  exertions 
during  the  war  were  made  by  her  citizens  alone, 
without  assistance  from  the  other  States.  That^ 
in  consequence  oi  the  peculiar  confusion  which 
prevailed  in  that  State,  the  accounts  of  her  ser- 
vices and  supplies  were  left  in  a  very  deranged 
situation.  That  though  the  former  act  allowed 
twelve  months  for  her  to  bring  in  her  claims,  yet 
it  is  said  the  other  States  have  had  a  much  longer 
time.  That,  though  it  should  be  concluded  that 
Vermont  ought  to  be  considered  as  a  part  of  the 
Confederacy  prior  to  her  adoption  of  tne  Federal 
Constitution,  the  time  certainly  ought  to  be  ex^ 
tended  for  her  to  bring  in  her  accounts.  But  it 
was  urged  that  she  could  not  be  so  considered  $ 
and  therefore  is  not  a  party  to  the  accounts,  prior 
to  that  period.  Since  she  came  into  the  Umion 
under  the  new  Constitution,  she  has  borne,  andl 
will  continue  to  bear  her  proportion  of  the  boiw 


887 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


888 


H.  OF  R.] 


Settlement  of  StcUe  AccotmtB. 


[Februabt,  1793- 


dens  of  the  United  States,  and  will  be  c^iged  to 
pay  her  proportion  of  the  balances  which  shall 
De  found  due  from  the  Union.  In  answer  to  the 
reasoning  from  her  being  represented  on  the  floor 
of  Congress,  it  was  said  that  the  Representatives 
of  that  State  are  Representatives  or  the  Union ', 
diey  act  in  a  Legislative  capacity,  and  not  as  a 
committee  of  accounts. 

The  motion  for  striking  oat  the  first  section 
was  negatived.  Some  further  amendments  were 
moved,  but  disagreed  to.  The  bill  was  reported 
without  amendment.  In  the  House,  Mr.W.  Smith 
renewed  the  motion  for  striking  out  the  first  sec- 
tion, and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were — yeas  17,  nays  39,  as  follows : 

Ybas. — Robert  Barnwell,  Ellas  Boudinot,  Shearja- 
■hub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Abraham  Clark,  Jo- 
nathan Dayton,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Nicholas  Oilman,  Da- 
niel Huger,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Ri<^ard  Bland  Lee, 
Samuel  Livermore,  William  Smith,  Jonathan  Stuiges, 
Thomas  Tudor  Tudier,  Abraham  Venable,  and  Francis 
Willis. 

Nats.^ — Fid&er  Ames,  John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham 
Baldwin,  Egbert  Benson,  Thomas  Fitxsimons,  William 


B.  Giles,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  Christo- 
pher Greenup,  Andrew  Gregg,  William  Barry  Grove, 
Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Heister,  James  Hillhouse,  Wil- 
liam Hindman,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John  Laurance,  Amasa 
Learned,  Greorge  Leonard,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James 
Madison,  John  Francis  Mercer,  John  Milledge,  Andrew 
Moore,  William  Vans  Murray,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Alex- 
ander D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Cornelius  C. 
Schoonmaker,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Israel  Smith,  John 

Steele,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Jeremiah      -  ,     -t  •     i  «  ,     •        ^     i 

Wadsworth,  Artemas  Ward,  Alexander  White,  and  |  ^f  the  United  States,  during  the  late  war. 
Hugh  Williamson. 


read,  stating  that,  in  the  execution  of  certain 
duties,  and  the  performance  of  sundry  services, 
prescribed  by  the  late  Congress,  the  memorialist 
made  disbursements,  and  contracted  debts,  which 
considerably  exceeded  the  funds  placed  in  his 
hands,  and  praying  that  the  officers  of  the  Trear 
sury  may  be  empowered  to  adjust  his  accounts, 
and  pay  whatever  balance  may  be  found  due  to 
him. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred 
to  Mr.  FiTZsiMONS,  Mr.  Thatcher,  and  Mr. 
HiNOMAN ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  there- 
upon, to  the  House. 

A  memorial  of  John  Ross,  of  the  city  of  Philar 
delphia,  merchant,  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  praying  that  a  claim  for  srbalance  due  to  the 
memorialist  by  the  United  States,  for  sundry  pur- 
chases of  merchandise  in  Europe,  on  commission, 
and  for  which  he  rendered  an  account  to  the  late 
Congress,  in  the  month  of  January,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,may  be  considered 
and  decided  on. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred 
to  Mr.  Gerrt,  Mr.  Hdoer,  and  Mr.  Tucker  ;  that 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof^  and  report 
the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupcm,  to  the 
House. 

A  memorial  of  Hugh  Hughes,  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
praying  the  liquidation  and  settlement  of  a  claim 
lor  services  as  Commissary  of  Military  Stores, 
and  Assistant  duartermaster  General  in  the  Army 


Orderedj  That  the  said  bill  be  read  the  third 
time  to-morrow. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  for  exempting  from  impost  duties  use- 
ful beasts  imported  for  breed. 

The  bill  bein^  read,  it  was  moved  to  add  after 
the  words  "  for  creed,"  or  on  rags. 

Mr.  Llvermore  objected  to  this  motion.  He 
observed  that  the  object  of  the  bill  is  to  encourage 
the  importation  of  stallions,  bulls,  and  boars,  ^r 
the  purpose  of  improving  the  breed  of  useful  ani- 
mals. These,  he  said,  ought  to  stand  alone ;  he 
thought  it  would  be  a  very  odd  association  to  con- 
nect them  with  rags.  Besides,  said  he^  I  do  not 
conceive  there  is  any  necessity  for  bringmg  in  the 
article,  for  when  the  rage  of  calling  for  informa- 
tion is  abated,  there  wul  be  such  a  diminuation 
of  the  business  of  printing,  that  he  doubted  not  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  rags  might  be  obtained  in 
the  country  by  the  paper-makers. 

Other  objections  were  made  by  several  mem- 
bers, and  the  motion  being  put,  was  lost.  The  bill 
was  then  reported  without  amendment.  Some 
verbal  amendments  were  made  in  the  House.  The 
bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 


Friday,  February  22. 

A  memorial  of  Arthur  St.  Clair,  Governor  of 
the  Territory  of  the  United  States  Northwest  of 
the  river  Ohio,  was  presented  to  the  House  and 


Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  instruction 
to  examine  the  same,  and  report  his  opinion  there- 
upon to  the  House. 

A  memorial  of  the  Society  "  for  promoting  the 
Abolition  of  Slavery,  for  the  relief  of  persons  un- 
lawfully held  in  bondage,  and  for  improving  the 
condition  of  the  African  race,"  in  the  States  of 
Rhode  Island  and  Massachusetts,  was  presented 
to  the  House,  and  read,  praying  the  attention  of 
Congress  to  the  subject  of  their  memorial,  pre- 
sented the  eighth  of  December,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-one,  relative  to  the  slave  trade. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Elizabeth  Fish,  late  relict  and 
widow  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  George  Derrance, 
of  the  county  of  Luzerne,  in  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, deceased,  praying  relief  in  consideration  of 
the  loss  of  her  late  husrand,  who  was  killed  in  an 
en^affement  with  a  detachment  of  British  troops 
and  Indians,  whilst  in  the  militia  service ;  as  al^, 
that  she  may  be  reimbursed  for  the  loss  of  pro- 

Serty  belonging  to  the  deceased,  which  was  plun- 
ered  or  destroyed  by  the  said  aetachment,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Patrick  Jack,  of  Franklin 
county,  in  tne  State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  that 
the  title  to  a  tract  of  land  of  fifteen  miles  square^ 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Tennessee  nver,  granted 
to  the  petitioner,  bv  the  late  Province  of 'North 
Carolina,  the  seventh  of  May,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  tind  sixty-two,  and  whioh  has  since  been 
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eeded  to  the  Cherokee  ladiaDs,  by  the  Unitecl 
States^  at  a  late  treaty^  may  be  restored  to  him, 
and  himself  and  his  friends  permitted  to  settle 
thereon,  with  the  consent  of  the  said  IndiaDs. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Nine 
Mile  and  Baker's  Creek,  on  the  frontiers  of  the 
Territory  of  the  United  States  south  of  the  river 
Ohio,  to  the  like  effect. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  John  Parker,  of  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  praying  that  such  alterations  may 
be  made  in  the  act  establishing  the  Post  Office,  as 
to  place  the  transmission  of  monthly  publications 
on  the  same  footing  with  newspapers  published 
within  the  United  States. 

Ordered.  That  the  said  memorials  and  petitions 
do  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MuHLENBEBG,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed, presented  a  bill  fixing  the  time  for  the  next 
annual  m'eeting  of  Congress ;  which  was  receiyed, 
twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Murray,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  coneerninjg  bail,  process,  and  costs, 
m  the  Courts  of  the  United  States ;  which  was 
received,  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Goodhue,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  committed  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled "  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled 
'An  act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  collec- 
tion of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  imported  mto  the  United  States, 
and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels,"  reported 
an  amendment  thereto ;  wnich  was  read,  and,  to- 
gether with  the  said  bill,  ordered  to  be  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  House 
do  now  adjourn  for  half  an  hour. 

On  which  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  de- 
manded by  one-fiAh  of  tne  members  present,  it 
was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  42,  nays  18. 

One  o^clock,  P.  M. 

The  House  met,  aecordmg  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Wadsworth,  from  the  committee  appoint^ 
ed,  presented  a  bill  to  authorize  a  srant  of  land  to 
the  French  inhabitants  of  GhiUiopolis ;  which  was 
received,  twice  read,  and  committed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing a  further  statement  in  answer  to  the  late  reso- 
lutions of  this  House ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  Appropriation  Bill  for  the  year  1793  was 
taken  up,  with  some  amendments  of  the  Senate, 
one  of  which  was,  that  in  the  bill  sent  to  the  Se- 
nate, the  House  of  Representatives  had  specified 
all  the  items  of  each  sum  granted  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  War  Department ;  but  the  Senate^s 
amendment  condenses  the  whole  into  one  aggre- 
gate sum.  This  occasioned  some  debate ;  and  it 
was  observed  that,  by  thus  making  one  sweeping 
grant,  the  particular  items  are  kept  out  of  view, 
so  as  to  render  any  future  inquiries  into  the  appli- 
cation of  the  public  money  extremely  difficult, 
and  leaves  too  much  discretionary  power  in  the 


hands  of  the  Head  of  the  Department ;  for,  although 
it  would  be  expected  that  he  should  apply  the 
money  to  each  particular  object  of  the  many  ex- 
pressed in  the  estimate  by  nim  furnished,  yet,  if 
they  were  not  also  specified  in  the  law,  he  would 
not  be  obligated  to  pursue  this  conduct ;  in  &ct, 
he  might  apply  the  whole  to  a  few  of  the  objects, 
perhaps  to  only  one,  and  leave  all  the  others  un- 
supported.   Indeed,  it  must  be  granted  that  there 
are  discretionary  powers  which  ought  to  be  al- 
lowed, such  as  respect  particular  contingencies, 
^.,  but  this  should  never  be  permitted  to  extend 
to  such  an  extravagant  degree  as  the  Senate's 
amendments  would  authorize.    Several  members 
spoke  on  the  occasion ;  and  it  was  argued  that  the 
items  had  been  already  examined  and  discussed 
in  the  House,  and  that,  as  the  total  was  not  altered 
by  the  Senate,  there  could  not  be  any  danger  in 
concurring  with  the  amendments.    On  the  other 
hand,  it  vras  objected  that,  as  there  was  an  ex- 
pectation of  peace  with  the  Indians,  and  that 
therefore  the  recruiting  service  would  be  arrested, 
all  these  hopes  of  the  public  might  be  frustrated, 
in  case  the  recruiting  service  was  continued,  and 
larger  sums  might  be  applied  to  it  than  would  be 
proper,  unless  the  law  would  expressly  limit  it. 
And  tnere  vras  no  limitation  ot  specific  sums 
mentioned  in  the  Senate's  amendment  but  the 
sweepin«^  tood  of  nine  hundred  and  sixty-three 
thousand  dolUrs,  and  thirty  thousand  dollars  for 
contingencies — nearly  a  round  million.    It  was 
again  ur^ed  by  those  who  wished  the  House  to 
concur  with  the  Senate  that  a  discretionary  power 
lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  Presioent  of  the 
United  States  would  be  a  sufficient  check ;  and 
it  was  therefore  suggested  that  a  committee  of 
c<mference  be  appointed  between  the  two  Houses, 
to  introduce  a  clause  in  the  law  for  this  purpose. 
A  discretionary  power  must  be  lodged  somewnere 
to  meet  contingencies;  for  instance,  it  may  be 
found  expedient  to  mount  the  militia,  or  to  vary 
the  mode  of  carrying  on  the  war,  and  therefore  in 
some  cases  to  apply  the  money,  specifically  appro- 
priated for  some  ol  the  objects  wnich  might  upon 
trial  be  discovered  unnecessary,  to  other  objects 
of  real  utility.    The  delratte  was  continued  for  a 
considerable  time ;  and  at  length  the  question  for 
concurring  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  that  the  House  do 
agree  to  the  said  amendment,  and  passed  in  the 
negative — ^yeas  30,  nays  31,  as  follows : 

YxAS^ — Fisher  Ames,  Egbert  Benson,  Elias  Bondi- 
not,  Shearjasfaub  Bourne,  Benjtmin  Bourne,  Jonathan 
Dayton,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Nicbolaa  Gifanan,  Benjamin 
Goodhve,  James  Goidon,  Chzisttmher  Greennp,  Andrew 
^r^gg>  James  Hillhonse,  Daniel  Hoger,  John  Lanianoe, 
Amasa  Learned,  Creorge  Leonard,  Samnel  Liveimore, 
J<^  Milledge,  Nathaniel  Nilea,  Jomh  Parker,  Corne- 
lius C.  Schoonmaker,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah 
Smith,  Israel  Smith,  William  Smith,  George  Thatcher, 
Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Artemas  Ward,  and  Francia 
Willis. 

Nats^— John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Ro- 
bert BaroweU,  Abn^am  Clai^  William  Findlej,  Tho- 
mas Fitzsunons,  William  B.  Giles,  Samuel  Griffin,  Wil- 
Uam  Barry  Grove,  Thomas  Hartley,  William  Hi 
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Philip  Key,  Aaron  KitdieD,  Biehard  Bland  Lee,  N»- 
duuuel  Macon,  Jamea  Madiaon,  John  Franda  Meroer, 
Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Angnatna  Muhlenberg,  Wit- 
Ham  Vana  Murray,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Peter 
SyWeaier,  John  Steele,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Thomaa  Sump- 
ter,  Thomaa  Tredwell,  Thomaa  Tudor  Tucker,  Abra- 
ham Venable,  Alexander  White,  and  Hugh  William- 
aon. 

An  amendment  to  the  section  which  anthorizes 
the  President  to  make  a  Loan  to  the  amomit  of 
$800,000.  was  arrested  by  an  objection  to  the  sec- 
tion itself,  which  had  already  passed  the  two 
Houses.  Without  deciding  on  this  amendment, 
the  House  adjourned. 


Saturday,  February  23. 

An  enerossed  bill  to  repeal  the  several  impost 
laws  of  the  United  States,  so  far  as  they  may  be 
deemed  to  impose  a  duty  on  useful  beasts  im- 

Eorted  for  breed,  and  for  remitting  the  duties 
eretofore  accrued  on  such  importations,  in  tlie 
cases  where  they  have  only  been  secured  to  be 
paid,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  fixing  the  time  for  the  next 
annual  meeting  of  Congress,  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  provide  for  the  widows  and  orphans:  of  cer- 
tain persons  who  were  killed  bv  Indians,  under 
the  sanction  of  flag;8  of  truce,"  with  several  amend- 
ments; to  which  tbey  desire  the  concurrence  of 
thk  House. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  *' An  act 
in  addition  to  and  alteration  of  an  act,  entitled 
^  An  act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for  settling  the 
accounts  of  the  United  States  with  the  individual 
States,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

The  passage  of  the  bill  was  warmly  opposed. 
The  opposition  arose  from  the  idea  that  if  th« 
State  of^  Vermont  is  not  considered  as  a  party  in 
the  settlement  of  the  accounts  between  the  United 
States  and  the  individual  States,  as  contemplated 
by  the  bill,  it  will  oi)erate  to  the  injury  of  the 
other  States.  A  motion  for  recommitting  the  bill 
wss  made  and  negatived. 

And,  on  the  question  that  the  same  do  pass,  it 
was  resolved  in  the  affirmative— yeas  39,  nays  17, 
as  follows : 

y»-^»^— Fiaher  Ames,  John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham 
Baldwin,  Egbert  Betiaon,  BUaa  Boudinot,  Abraham 
Obik^Thomaa  FitanMiia,  WiMiam  B.  Giles,  Benja- 
mm  Goodhue,  Jamea  Gordon,  ChriBtq>her  Greenup, 
Aadrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Grifin,  WiUiam  Bairy  Gtore, 
Thomaa  Hartley,  Phifip  Key,  Aaion  KiteheU,  John 
Lraranee,  Amaaa  Leahied,  George  LeoMtfd,  Nathaniel 
Maaoa.  Janea  Madteon,  Jolm  Franda  M«oer,  Andrew 
Moon,  Frederick  Augustoi  Muhlenberg,  WiBiim  Tana 
MnmQr,  Ntrtknuel  Nilea,  Alexander  B.  Oit,  Joaiah 
Farkat,  Coraehua  0.  MMMomaker,  Theodore  Sedg>- 
wick,  Peter  Syhreater,  Israel  Smidi,  John  Steele,  Sonuel 
fi^Mrett,  Thomaa  TredweU,  Artemaa  W«d,  Alexander 
While,aiid  Hugh  Wiffiamaon. 
NATa.— Robert  BamweO,  Sheaijashuh  Bowne,  Ben 
-^  Boune,  Jonathan  Dayton^  BIbridge  Gerry,  Nicko* 


las  GBman,  Wiffiam  Hindman,  Daniel  Huger,  Richakd 
Bland  Lee,  Bamuel  Livermore,  William  l^nith,  Jona- 
than Sturges,  Thomas  Sumpter,  George  Thatdier, 
Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Abndiam  Venable,  and  Francis 
Williii. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  consideration  of  the  amendments  proposed 
by  the  Senate  to  the  Appropriation  Bill  was  re- 
sumed by  the  House.  The  amendment  to  the 
section  authorizing  a  Loan,  in  anticipation  of  the 
funds,  was  further  debated.  Their  amendment 
goes  to  vest  a  discretionary  power  in  the  Frbsi- 
DENT  OP  THE  United  States  to  pay  off  the 
Debt  due  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  in 
instalments  not  exceeding  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars, having  respect  to  the  public  exigencies  and 
the  state  of  the  Treasury.  The  discretionary 
power  hereby  proposed  to  be  invented  *wa8  op- 
posed, as  not  being  properly  limited,  as  the  provi- 
sion for  paying  off  the  debt  in  question  was  irre- 
lative to  the  proper  idea  of  an  appropriation  biU, 
and  as  the  Legislature  ought  not  to  delegate  this 
discretion.  It  was  further  opposed,  as  making  an 
arrangement  to  pay  a  debt  to  a  public  body  before 
it  was  due,  in  preference  to  payins  individusds 
whose  demands  are  already  due.  In  opposition 
to  this  reasoning,  it  was  said  that  the  amendment 
contemplates  a  provision  in  a  case  which  has  been 
the  subject  of  complaint  to  those  who  now  oppose 
it ;  and  that  is,  it  vests  a  power  in  the  President 
OF  THE  United  States  to  employ,  from  time  to 
time,  the  revenues  in  the  Treasury  which  may 
not  be  especially  appropriated  for  other  purposes, 
to  pay  off  its  debts ;  so  that  the  revenues  may  not 
at  any  time  lie  useless.  That  the  public  moneys 
should  lie  dormant  and  useless  in  the  Treasury 
(which  it  was  denied  has  ever  been  the  case)  has 
been  a  subject  of  declamation ;  and  now  that  an 
unexceptionable  expedient  is  proposed  to  guard 
against  such  a  contingency  as  a  surplus  revenue 
would  present,  the  opposition  is  continued  from 
the  same  quarter.  Alter  a  lonff  debate,  the  ques- 
tion on  concurring  with  the  Senate  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative — yeas  3^  nays  25,  as 
follows: 

YxAs^— Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
8on>  Elias  Boadinot,  Sheaijashub  Bourne,  Beajemin 
Boume,  Abrtham^  Claik,  Elbtidge  Gerry,  Nicholas 
Oilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  Jamee  Gordbn,  Chiirtc>> 
pher  Greenup,  Thomas  Hartley,  Jamee  HiUhouse,  Wil- 
liam Hindman,  Daniel  Hug^,  PhiUp  Ke^,  Aaien 
Kitchell,  John  Laurance,  Amen  Learned,  Getnge 
Leonard,  Samnel  Livermore,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Theodore 
Sedgwi^,  Peter  Sylyeeter,  Jeremiah  Smith,  William 
Smith,  John  Steele,  Samuel  Steiiett,  Jonathan  Sturgea, 
George  Thatcher,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Artemaa  Waid» 
and  Hugh  Williamson. 

Nats^ — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Jona- 
than Dayton,  William  Findley,  Thomas  Fitzsimons, 
William  B.  Giles,  Andrew  Gregg,  WiUiam  Barry 
Grove,  Daniel  Heister,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  James  Madison,  John  Francis  Meroer,  Andrew 
Moore,  William  Vans  Mtmray,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  John 
Page,  Jofliah  Parker,  Israel  Smi^,  Thomas  Sumpter, 
Tliomas  TredweO,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Abraham 
YenaUe,  Alexander  Wlole,  and  Francia  WiHis. 
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Monday,  February  25. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  bv  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  to  provide  for  the  widows  and  orphans 
of*  certain  persons  who  were  killed  by  Inoians, 
under  the  sanction  of  flags  of  truce ;"  and,  the 
same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  enti- 
tled *  An  act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the 
collection  of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  goods, 
wares,  and  mere  hai^dise  imported  mto  the  United 
States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels ;" 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said 
bill  under  consideration,  and  made  several  amend- 
ments thereto ;  which  were  severally  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

On  motion,  the  said  bill,  together  with  the 
annendments  tnereto,  was  then  read  the  third  time 
an  d  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
tliat  the  Senate  recede  from  their  amendment,  to 
a  disagreement  to  which  this  House  have  adhered, 
to  the  fourth  section  of  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act 
to  regulate  the  claims  to  Invalid  Pensions."  The 
Senate  also  recede  from  their  fifth  amendment, 
disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  first  section  of 
the  Bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  Government  lor  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three." 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  repealing  the  several  impost  laws  of  the 
United  States,  so  far  as  they  may  be  deemed  to 
imnose  a  duty  on  useful  beasts  imported  for  breed, 
and  for  remitting  the  duties  which  have  hereto- 
fore accrued  on  such  importations,  in  the  cases 
where  they  have  only  been  secured  to  be  paid," 
with  several  amendments ;  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amend- 
ments, and,  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  tlie  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Commissioners  for  purchasing  the  Public 
Debt,  accomiMuiying  a  report  and  statement  of  all 
their  proceedings,  not  heretofore  furnished,  made 
pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  the  nineteenth  in- 
stant ^  which  were  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  "Wliole  House  on  the  bill  making  an  anpro- 

Sriation  to  defray  the  expense  of  a  treaty  witn  the 
jidians  Northwest  of  the  Ohio ;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that 
the  Committee  hadf  had  the  said  bill  under  con- 
sideration, and  made  an  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, do  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  altering  the  places  of  holding  the  Circuit 
Courts  in  the  districts  of  Vermont  and  North 
Carolina,  and  for  other  purposes;"  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  bill  was  read  twice  and  committed. 


1^T»  G114S8,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of 
the  twentieth  instant,  communicating  certain  rea- 
sons for  delaying  his  report  on  the  nature  and  ex* 
tent  of  the  privileges  and  restrictions  of  the  com- 
mercial intercourse  of  the  United  States  with 
foreign  nations,  directed  by  order  of  the  House  of 
the  twenty-third  of  February,  one  thousand  sevea 
hundred  and  ninety-one,  reported  that  it  is  not  ex- 
pedient to  call  for  the  said  report  during  the 
present  session  of  Congress ;"  which  report  was 
agreed  to. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded, 

liesolved.  That  the  term  for  receiving  on  loan 
that  part  or  the  domestic  debt  of  the  Umted  States 
which  may  not  be  subscribed  prior  to  the  first  day 
of  March  next,  pursuant  to  the  terms  proposed  in 
the  act,  entitled  ^*  An  act  making  provision  for  the 
Debt  of  the  United  States,"  and  suso  an  act,  enti- 
tled "  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  making 
provision  for  the  Debt  of  me  United  States,"  be 
extended  on  the  same  terms  as  i&  by  the  first  re- 
cited act  provided,  to  the day  of ;  an4 

books  for  receivin^such  farther  sul)scriptions  shall 
be  opened  at  the  Treasury  of  the  Umted  States 

only,  and  to  continue  open  until  the  said day 

of ,  inclusively. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Good- 
hue, Mr.  Griffin,  and  Mr.  Ctreoo,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 


Tuesday,  February  26. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  grant 
of  land  to  the  French  inhabitants  of  Galliopolis  i 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman 
reported  tnat  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  several  amend- 
ments thereto ;  which  were  severally  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hous^ 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  amendments 
proposed  by  this  House  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^' An 
act  m  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  es- 
tablish the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States,'^ 
with  several  amendments ;  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
hTuif  in  a  oill  to  provide  for  the  expense  of  sup- 
porting lieht-houses,  not  ceded  to  the  United 
States^  and  that  Mr.  Fitzsimons,  Mr.  Griffin, 
and  Mr.  Tredwbll,  be  the  said  committee. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment, reported  yesterday  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  to  the  bill  making  an  appropriation 
to  defray  the  expense  of  a  treaty  with  the  Indians 
Northwest  of  the  Ohio ;  and,  the  same  being  read, 
was  affreed  to. 

Oraered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 
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On  a  motion  made  and  seconded,  that  the  House 
do  now  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  to  take  into  consideration  the  re- 
ports of  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  causes  of  the  failure  of  the  expedition  under 
Major  G^eneral  St.  Clair,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered.  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the 
said  reports. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ^*  An 
act  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  In- 
dian tril^"  with  several  amendments ;  to  which 
they,  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  The 
Senate  have  also  passed  the  bill,  entitled  *^  An  act 
fixing  the  time  for  the  next  annual  meeting  of 
Congress,"  with  several  amendments ;  to  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 


WEDNEsnAY,  February  27. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  a  grant  of  land 
to  the  French  inhabitants  of  Galliopolis,  was  read 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  making  an  appropriation  to 
defray  the  expense  of  a  treaty  with  the  Indians 
Northwest  ofthe  Ohio,  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

Mr.  Goodhue,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  tor  extending  the  time  for  receiv- 
ing on  Loan  that  part  of  th6  Domestic  Debt  of  the 
United  States  which  may  not  be  subscribed  prior 
to  the  first  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-three ;  which  was  received, 
read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONs,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  biU  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the 
establishment  and  support  of  light-houses^  beacons, 
buoys,  and  public  piers ;  which  was  received,  reaa 
twice,  and  committed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  stating  cer- 
tain inaccuracies  in  printing  the  statements  com- 
municated by  his  first  and  second  Letters,  lately 
presented,  <m  the  subject  of  Foreign  Loans,  and 
expressing  a  wish  that  some  reffiuation  may  be 
adopted  to  enable  the  Head  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment to  secure  the  fidelity  and  correctness  of 
the  printed  copies  of  the  reports  which  shall  here- 
after be  made  to  the  House,  and  shall  be  com- 
mitted to  thepress  by  their  order. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  be  referred  to 
Mr.  FiTzsiMONS,  Mr.  Sedgwick, and  Mr.  Dayton; 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  re- 
port the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to 
the  House. 

Mr.  Giles,  after  some  pointed  animadversions 
on  the  Reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
made  to  the  House  pursuant  to  the  resolutions 
which  have  been  passed,  read  several  resolutions 
relative  thereto ;  which  were  handed  to  the  Clerk, 
again  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  bv  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with 
the  Indian  tribes;"  the  same  was  agreed  to. 


A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  providing  an  annual  allowance  for  the  educa- 
tion of  Hugh  Mercer ;"  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend* 
ments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  amendments 
of  this  House  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  in  addi- 
tion to  the  act,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  establish  the 
Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States."  Where- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
said  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
amendments  of  this  House  to  the  said  bill,  with 
the  following  amendment,  to  wit :  In  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  to  the  first  amendment  of  this 
House,  after  the  word  "  ahsent^^  insert  these  words. 
"  or  shall  have  been  of  counsel,  or  be  concerned 
in  interest  in  any  cause  then  pending." 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  annual  meet- 
inffof Congress."   Whereupon, 

Ke^vea,  That  this  House  doth  disagree  to  the 
said  amendments. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  altering  the  places  of  holding 
the  Circuit  Courts  in  the  districts  of  Vermont  and 
North  Carolina,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Cnairman  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  several  amend- 
ments thereto ;  which  were  severally  twice  read, 
and  acnreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  recommitted  to  Mr.  Liverhorb,  Mr. 
Sedgwick,  and  Mr.  Benjamin  Bourne. 

Ordered.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  oill  to  make  further  provision  for  secur- 
ing and  collecting  the  duties  on  foreign  and  do- 
mestic distilled  spirits,  stills,  wines,  and  teas,  and 
that  Mr.  Fitzsimons,  Mr.  Thatcher,  and  Mr. 
Tucker,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^  An  act 
providing  an  annual  allowance  lor  the  education 
of  H^gh  Mercer,"  was  read  the  first  time ;  and, 
opposition  being  made  thereto,  the  question  was 
put,  "  Shall  the  said  bOl  be  rejected  7"  and  passed 
m  the  negative.  Whereupon,  the  said  bill  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  tne  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An 
act  to  ascertain  the  fees  in  Admiraltv  proceedings 
in  the  District  Courts  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  with  several  amendments ;  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing a  supplementary  estimate  of  certain  sums  for 
which  appropriations  are  necessary;  which  were 
read,  andf  ordered  to  be  referred  to  Mr.  Firzsi- 
MONSj  Mr.  Madison,  and  Mr.  William  Smith, 
with  instruction  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or 
bills  pursuant  thereto. 
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A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
OP  THE  United  States,  with  a  copy  of  an  ex- 
emplification of  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  New 
York,  ceding  to  the  United  States  the  jurisdiction 
of  certain  lands  on  Montauk  Point,  for  the  pur- 
poses mentioned  in  the  said  act:  And  a  copy  of  a 
Letter  from  the  Governor  of  New  York  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  which  accompanied  the  ex- 
emplification. 

The  papers  referred  to  in  the  said  Message  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Tne  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  accom- 
panying a  copy  of  the  official  report  made  by  the 
officers  of  the  Treasury  Department,  upon  his  ac- 
count of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  pub- 
lic moneys,  from  the  1st  of  October  tp  the  31st  of 
December,  1792,  inclusive ;  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  Laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing an  abstract  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
exported  fVom  the  United  States,  from  the  1st  of 
October,  1791,  to  the  30th  of  September,  1792; 
also,  two  returns  of  impost  and  tonnage,  to  the 
end  of  the  year  1791 ;  which  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  referred  to  Mr.  Williamson,  Mr.  Bbn- 
jImin  Bourne,  and  Mr.  Sterrett;  that  they  do 
examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same, 
with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House  adjourned  until  6  o'clock  p.  m. 

Evening  Session — 6  p.  m. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
^An  act  to  ascertain  the  fees  in  Admiralty  pro- 
ceedings in  the  District  Courts  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes;"  and  the  same  being  read, 
were  agreed  to. 

REIMBURSEMENT  OF  LOAN. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  pro- 
viding for  a  reimbursement  of  a  Loan  made  of^the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  lay  on  the  table. 
Whereupon, 

Ordertd^  That  the  said  bill  be  recommitted  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  immediately. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
said  Committee^  and  the  oill  being  read,  a  motion 
was  made  to  strike  out  the  first  section,  which  au- 
thorizes a  loan. 

Mr.  Barnwell  said,  as  he  had  been  in  favor  of 
making  the  loan  of  two  millions,  as  contempUted 
in  the  section,'  he  thought  it  due  to  himself  and  to 
the  Committee  to  state  the  reason  which  will  in- 
duce him  to  affree  to  the  motion  for  strikinjg^  out 
the  section.  It  is,  said  he,  because  there  is  not 
time  during  the  session  to  go  into  such  an  inves- 
tigation of  the  subject  as  it  merited;  such  an  in- 
vestigation, he  was  persuaded,  would  convince 
every  unprejudiced  mind  that  it  would  be  for  the 
interest  of  the  United  States  to  effect  the  loan. 

Mr.  MAnisoN  was  in  favor  of  striking  out  the 
section,  setting  aside  the  consideration  that  the 
United  States  are  not  under  obligation  to  dis- 
charge the  whole  sum  of  two  millions  at  the  pre- 


sent time;  he  very  much  doubted  the  policy  of 
making  loans  at  that  amount,  when  the  question 
Whether  any  saving  could  be  made  thereby?  is 
problematical,  considering  the  rate  of  interest  in 
Europe.  He  thought  it  probable,  that,  before  the 
time  came  round  when  the  United  States  might 
be  obliged  to  discharge  the  whole  of  this  debt, 
money  may  be  obtained  on  more  advantageous 
terms  than  at  present,  if  it  should  be  found  neces- 
sary to  borrow. 

The  section  was  struck  out,  nem,  con. 

Several  amendments  were  made  to  the  next 
section.  The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported 
the  same.  The  House  adopted  the  amendments, 
and 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  directiuj^  the  officers 
of  the  Treasury  to  pass  to  the  credit  of  John  Banks 
the  sum  of  nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight  dollars  and  ninety  cents;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Chairnian  reported  that 
the  Committee  haa  had  the  said  bill  under  consi- 
deration, and  made  an  amendment  thereto;  which 
was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  supplementary  to 
the  act  for  the  estanlishment  and  support  of  light- 
houses, beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers;  and,  uter 
some  time  spent  therein,  tne  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  con- 
sideration, and  made  several  amendments  thereto; 
which  were  severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Williamson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
were  referred  the*  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  accompanying  an  abstraet  of  the  ffoods« 
wares,  and  merchandise,  exported  fW>m  the  iJnitea 
States,  from  the  1st  of  October,  1791,  to  the  30th 
of  September,  1793;  also,  two  returns  of  impost 
and  tonnaffe,  to  the  end  of  the  year  1791,  made  a 
report.    Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  one  hundred  copies  of  the  said 
abstract  and  returns  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
members  of  the  two  Houses. 


Tbursuat,  February  28. 

An  engrossed  bill  directing  the  officers  of  the 
Treasury  to  pass  to  the  credit  of  John  Banks  the 
sum  of  nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight  dollars  and  ninety  cents,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  providing^  for  the  reimburse- 
ment of  a  Loan  made  <^  the  mnk  of  the  United 
States,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
|!|An  engrossed  bUl  supplementary  to  the  act  for 
the  estabusluaisnt  and  support  of  li^t-^ouses,  bea- 
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coQs,  buoys,  and  public  piers,  was  read  tbe  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr-  F1TZ8IMON8.  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed, presented  a  bill  making  further  provision  for 
$ecurin^  and  collecting  the  duties  on  foreign  and 
domestic  distilled  spirits,  stills,  wines,  and  teas; 
which  was  received,  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  a  bill  or  biUs  to  increase  the 
salaries  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Reyenue,  and 
the  Auditor. of  Accounts,  and  that  Mr.  Fitzsi- 
MONs,  Mr.  Bbnjamin  Bourne,  and  Mr.  Murray, 
be  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  FiTZ8iif0N8,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed, presented  a  bill  making  certain  appropriations 
therein  mentioned;  •which  was  received,  twice, 
read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  LivERMOBB,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  for  altering  the  places  of  holding 
the  Circuit  Courts  in  the  districts  of  Vermont 
and  North  Carolina,  and  for  oUier  purposes,"  re- 
ported several  amendments  thereto;  wnich  were 
seveiallv  twice  read,  and  asreed  to  by  the  House,; 
md  said  bill  was^ead  the  uird  time,  and  passed. 

A.me888gefrpm.the  Senate  informed  the  House, ^ 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  amendment 
proposed  by  this  House  to  the  amendment  of  the. 
Senate  to  the  first  amendment  of  this  House,  to, 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  the  act, 
entitled  ^  An  act  to  establish  the  Judicial  Courts 
of  the  United  States:"  The  Senate  also  adhere  to 
their  amendments,  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  fixing  the  time  for  the 
next  annual  meeting  of  Congress." 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  lull  hist  men- 
tioned.   Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  insist  on  their 
disagreement  to  the  said  amendmyents;  that  a  con- 
ference be  desired  with  the  Senate,  on  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  same,  and  that  Mr.  Li  verm  ore,  Mr. 
MuHLBNBERO,  Rud  Mr.  WiLLiAjf  Smitb,  be  ap- 
pointed managers  at  the  said  conference,  on  the 
part  of  this  House. 

Mr.  HiLuiousB,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  authorize  Ephraim  &imberly 
to  locate  the  land  warrant  issued  to  him  for  ser- 
vices in  the  late  American  Army ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  an  appropriation  to  defray  the  expense 
of  a  Treaty  with  the  Indians  Northwest  of  the 
Ohio." 

OFFICIAL  CONDUCT  OF  THE  SECRETARY 
OP  THE  TREASURY. 

The  resolutions  brought  forward  yesterday  by 
Mr.  Giles,  were  called  for  by  that  gentleman. 
The  reading^ing  finished,  Mr.  Ambs  moved  that 
the  resolutions  should  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  Murray  suggested  the  necessity  of  giving 
a  preference  to  the  Judiciary  Bill  reported  by  him 
some  days  since.    He  was  secondea  bv  Mr.  Key. 

The  motion  for  taking  up  the  resolutions  was 


carried,  forty  members  rising  in  &vor  of  it.  The 
resolutions  were  accordingly  read  by  the. Clerk, 
and  are  as  follow,  viz: 

1.  Retohed^  That  it  is  essentimi  to  tbe  doe  adminis- 
tntion  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  that 
laws  making  specific  appropriations  of  money  should 
be  strictly  olMerred  by  tne  administrates  of  the  finances 
thereof 

2.  Resolved,  That  a  violation  of  a  law  making  ^ 
propriations  of  money»  is  a  violation  of  that  section  of 
the  Constitution  of  Uie  United  States  which  requires 
that  no  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  but 
in  consequence  of  appropriations  made  by  law. 

8.  Resolvedf  That  Uie  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury  has 
violated  the  law  passed  the  4th  of  August,  1790,  mak- 
ing appropriations  of  certain  monevs  authorized  to  be 
IxOTowed  by  the  same  law,  in  the  following  particulars, 
viz :  Firat,  By  applying  a  certain  portion  of  the  prin- 
cipal borrowed  to  the  payment  of  interest  fidling  due 
upon  that  principal,  which  was  not  authorised  by  that 
or  any  other  law.  Secondly,  By  drawing  part  of  the 
same  moneys  into  the  United  8ti^e%  without  ttie  instme- 
tions  of  the  President  a[  the  United  States. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasoiy  has 
deviated  fipom  the  instmotions  given  l|y  the  PieMdeDt 
of  the  United  States,  in  exoeeding  the  antborities  fer 
making  loans  under  the  acts  of.tfie  4th  and  ISUi  of 
August,  1790. 

5.  ResQhedt  That  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Traasm^  has 
omitted  to  discharge  an  essential  duty  of.  his  office,  in 
fieuling  to  give  Congress  official  information  in  due  time, 
of  the  moneys  drawn  by  him  from  Europe  into  the 
United  States ;  which  dniwing  commenced  December, 
1790,  and  continued  till  January,  1798;  and  of  the 
causes  of  making  such  drafts. 

6.  Resohed,  That  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasmj  has, 
without  the  instructions  of  the  President  of  die  Uiiit«d 
States,  dsawn  more  monevs  boirowed  in  Hottaad  into 
the  United  States  than  the  President  of  the  United 
States  was  authorised  to  draw,  under  the  act  of  the 
12th  of  August,  1790 :  which  act  appropriated  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars  only,  when  borrowed,  to  the  purchase 
of  the  PuUic  Debt:  And  that  he  has  onitted  to  dis- 
charge an  essential  duty  of  his  office,  in  fiuling  to  give 
official  information  to  the  Commissioners  for  purchasing 
the  Public  Pebt,  of  the  various  sums  drawn  from  time 
to  time,  suggested  by  him  to  have  been  intended  for 
the  purchase  of  die  Public  Debt. 

7.  Resolved,  That  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasuiv  did 
not  consult  die  public  interest  in  negotiating  a  Loan 
with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  drawing  there- 
from four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  at  Ave  per  cent 
per  annum,  when  a  gnreater  sum  of  pubKc  money  vras 
deposited  in  various  banks  at  the  respective  periods  ef 
mSking  die  respective  drafts. 

8.  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has 
been  guilty  of  an  indscomm  to  this  House,  in  undar- 
taking  to  judge  of  ito  motives  in  calling  for  uiformation 
which  was  dwnandable  of  him»  from  iht  constitiitioa  of 
his  office ;  and  in  (ailing  to  give  all  the  necessary  in- 
formation within  his  knowledge,  relatively  to  the  sob- 
jecto  of  the  reforenoe  made  to  him  of  the  1 9th  Januaiy, 
1792,  and  of  the  23d  November,  1792,  during  the  pre- 
sent session. 

9.  Resohed,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions 
be  transmitted  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Giles  then  Qu>ved  that  they  should  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 
Mr.  ,W*  Smi^h  was  decidedly  oppo^  to  refer 
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fing  those  resolutioQs  to  the  consideEatton  of  the 
Comm  ittee  of  the  Whole  House,  because  he  neither 
viewed  a  discussion  of  them  as  necessary  on  the 
present  occasion  nor  warranted  by  the  nature  of 
the  inquiry  into  the  Secretfury's  conduct  It  was 
trifling  with  the  precious  time  of  the  House  to 
lavish  it  on  abstract  propositioiis,  when  tha  object 
of  the  inquiry  ought  to  be  into  the  £&cts.  He  was 
satisfied  that  should  the  House  once  involve  itself 
in  an  investigation  of  theoretic  prineiples  of  Gk>- 
vemment  the  short  residue  of  the  session  would 
be  exhausted,  and  no  opportunity  remain  for  ex- 
amining the  charges  themselves.  Those  charges 
being  made,  it  be^me  the  House  from  a  sense  of 
duty  to  the  public  and  justice  to  the  accused  to 
proceed  immediately  to  consider  them.  If  the 
■mover  intended  to  aj^y  the  principles  of  the  two 
first  resolutions  to  the  facts  contained  in  the  sob- 
•sequent  o&es,  it  was  nnquesticmably  proper  first  to 
substantiate  the  foets,  and  then  establish  the  prin- 
ciples which  were  applicable  to  them ;  Imt  it  was 
surely  a  reversal  of  order  to  spend  much  time  in 
establkhing  principles,  when  it  might  happen  that 
the  chanres  themselves  would  be  totally  postip' 
ported.  He  did  not  like  this  mode  of  proceeding, 
because  it  might  tend  to  mislead  the  House  ^  it  was 
sometimes  a  parliamentaiy  practice  to  endeanror 
to  lead  the  nund  to  vague  and  uBoertain  sesults, 
by  first  laying  down  theorems  from  which  no  one 
could  dissent,  and  then  proceeding  by  ii^percepti- 
ble  shades  to  move  unsettled  poaitioas,  m  oider 
ultimately  to  entrap  the  House  in  a  vote  which  in 
the  first  instaaee  it  would  have  rejeoled.  This 
•mode  of  conduetine  public  business,  he  considered 
as  inconsistent  with  fair  inquiry.  The  ouestion 
was,  had  the.  Secretary  violated  a  law?  If  so,  let 
it  be  shown ;  every  member  was  competent  to  de- 
cide so  plain  a  question.  He  could  examine  the 
proofs,  read  the  Jaw,  and  pronounce  him  guilty  or 
mnocent  without  the  aid  of  these  pieliminary  me- 
taphysioid  discussions. 

If  It  were  urged  that  the  propositions  are  so  plain 
and  obvious  that  no  time  would  be  lost  in  consi- 
dering thfsm,  he  then  begged  leave  to  observe  that 
all  antecedent  discussions  of  constitutional  ques- 
tions had  never  fiukd.to  occupy  a  large  portion  of 
their  time,  and  that  however  self-evident  the  reso- 
lutions might  at  the  fiirst  glance  appear,  a  more 
critical  attention  would  satisfy  a  mind  not  much 
given  to  doubt  that  they  were  by  no  means  so  con* 
elusive  as  to  be  free  from  objections. 

Though  the  position  contained  in  the  first  reaor 
lifttion,  as  a  general  ruW,  was  not  to  be  denied ;  yetj 
it  must  be  admitted,  that  there  may  be  cases  of  a! 
sufficient  urgency  to  justify  a  departure  from  it,| 
and  to  make  it  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  in-^, 
demnify  an  officer ;  as  if  an  adherence  would  in 
.particular  cases,  and  under  particular  ciroum-i 
stances,  prove  ruinous  to  the  public  credit,  or  pre- 
vent the  taking  measures  essential  to  the  pubUo 
safety,  against  invasion  or  insurrection.  In  cases) 
of  that  nature,  and  which  cannot  be  foreseen  by 
the  Legislature  nor  ffyarded  against,adisoretiattary; 
authonty  must  be  deeiaed  to  reside  in  the  Paaai-' 
DEiTF,  or  some  other  Executive  officer,  to  be  exer- 
cised for  the  public  good ;  such  ezeccise  instead  Of 


being  construed  into  a  crime,  would  always  meet 
the  ai^robation  of  the  National  Legislature.  If 
there  be  any  weight  in  these  remaru,  it  does  not 
then  follow  as  a  general  rule,  that  it  is  essential  to 
the  due  administration  of  tne  Government,  that 
laws  making  specific  appropriations  should  in  all 
cases  whatsoever,  and  under  every  public  circum- 
stance, be  strictly  observed.  Before  the  Commit- 
tee could  come  to  a  vote  on  such  a  propositiim,  it 
would  be  proper  to  ^mmine  into  tne  exceptions 
out  of  the  rule,  to  stateall  the  circumstances  which 
would  warrant  an^T  departure  from  it,  to  whom 
the. exercise  of  the  discretion  should  be  entrusted, 
and  to  what  exttot.  Did  any  member  wish  at  this 
period  to  attempt  this  inquiry?  He  supposed  not. 
Let  every  deviation  from  law  be  tested  by  its  own 
merits  or  demerits. 
The  second  resolution  was  liable  to  strcmger 

Sections.  It  might  with  propriety  be  qnestioDed 
ether,  as  a  general  rule,  the  position  was  well 
founded.  A  law  making  a^ropriatiow  may  be 
violated  in  various  particulars  without  iirfringiBg 
the  Constitution,  wnieh  only  enjoiiis  thatno  mo- 
neys shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  but  ineon- 
sequence  of  the  appropriations  made  by  law.  This 
is  only  to  say,  that  every  disbursement  must  be 
authorised  by  some  appropriation.  Where  a  sum 
of  money  is  paid  out  or  the  Treasury,  the  payment 
of  which  is  authorized  by  law,  the  Constitation  b 
not  violated,  yet  there  may  have  been  a  violation 
of  the  Uw  in  some  collateral  particulars.  There 
may  even  have  be^n  a  shifting  of  funds,  and  how- 
ever exceptionable  this  may  l^  on  other  aeoooats, 
it  would  not  amount  to  tnat  species  of  ofienee 
which  is  created  by  the  Constitution.  TheComp' 
troUer  o£  the  Treasurer  most  counterMgn  every 
warrant,  and  is  responsible  that  it  be  authoriaed 
by  a  legal  af^opriation ;  yet  it  cannot  beeuf^poeed 
that  he  is  to  mvestiflate  the  source  of  the  fund. 

Otne  of  the  alleged  infractions  stated  in  the  sab- 
sequent  rMolution,  namely,  the  drawing  part  of 
the  loans  into  the  United  States  without  the  in- 
structions df  the  PRaamiNT,  evinces  that  the  op- 
posite construction  is  not  a  sound  one.  For^  sup- 
pose the  fieiet  proved,  and  suppose  it  a  violation  of 
the  law,  it  certainly  would  be  a  very  difierent  thing 
from  drawing  money  out  of  the  Treasury  without 
an  appropriation  by  law,  for,  in  this  case,  there 
would  be  no  drawing  money  from  the  Treaanry 
at  all,  the  money  never  having  been  in  the  Trea- 
sury. 

Mr.  8.  then  said,  he  should  also  object  to  re- 
ferring the  last  resolution,  which  is  in  these  words, 

<*  Resohed,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  reeolutioM 
be  tsuismitted  to  the  Pbbsidbvt." 

The  object  of  this  resolution  went  clearly  to 
direct  the  President  to  remove  the  Secretary 
from  office ;  the' foregoing  were  to  determine  the 
guilt,  the  last  to  inflict  tSe  punishment,  and  both 
ue  one  and  other  without  the  accused  being  heard 
in  his  defence.  When  the  violation  of  the  Con- 
stitution was  so  upj)ermo^t  in  our  minds,  it  would 
be  indeed  astonishing  that  we  should  be  so  hood- 
winked as  to  eommit  such  a  palpable  violation  of 
it  in  this  instance.  The  principles  of  that  Coasti- 
ttttfOD.  ear^l  of  the  lives  and  Bberties  of  the  citi- 
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zens,  and  what  is  dearer  to  everjr  m&R  of  honor, 
his  reputation,  secure  to  every  individual  in  every 
class  of  society,  the  precious  advantage  of  being 
heard  before  he  is  condemned. 

That  Constitution,  peculiarly  careful  of  the  re- 
putation of  great  pubhc  functionaries,  directs  that 
when  accused  of  a  breach  of  duty,  tne  impeach- 
ment must  be  voted  by  a  majority  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  tried  by  the  Senate,  who  are 
to  be  on  oath,  and  two  thirds  of  whom  must  con- 
cur before  a  sentence  can  pass,  by  which  the  offi- 
cer is  to  be  deemed  guilty,  ^he  officer  is  to  be 
furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  charge^  and  is  heard 
by  himself  or  his  counsel  in  vindication  of  his  con- 
duct. Such  are  the  solemnities  and  guards  by 
which  they  are  protected,  and  which  precede  a 
sentence,  the  only  effect  of  which  is  a  removal 
from  office.  But  if  the  House  proceed  in  the  man- 
ner contemplated  by  this  resolution ;  if  they  first 
vote  the  charges,  and  send  a  copy  of  them  to  the 
PRfisinfiNT,  as  an  instruction  to  him  to  remove 
the  officer^  they  will  violate  the  sacred  and  funda- 
mental pnnciples  of  this,  and  every  free  Grovem- 
ment.  They  will  condemn  a  man  unheard,  nay, 
without  his  navin^  even  been  furnished  with  the 
charges  against  him ;  they  will  condemn  to  infa- 
my a  high  and  responsible  officer  convicted  by  the 
Representatives  of  the  pneople,  of  a  violation  of  the 
important  trusts  committed  to  him,  without  af- 
iording  him  one  opportunity  of  vindicating  his 
character  and  justifying  his  conduct. 

Mr.  Murray  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  refer- 
^ice  of  the  resolutions  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  He  had,  as  fiir  as  the  time  permitted,  ex- 
amined the  several  reports  on  which  the  exami- 
nation depended,  and  was  then  ready  to  vote  on 
them,  though  he  confessed,  from  the  intricacy 
whicn  was  inherent  in  such  a  subject,  a:s  well  as 
from  the  vast  variety  of  the  detail  involved,  he 
had  not  had  sufficient  time  for  a  complete  inves- 
tigation. Nor  did  he  imagine  that  any  man  who 
hM  not  previously  meditated  on  the  subject  for  a 
length  01  time,  and  made  choice  of  his  ground  of 
attack,  could  say  he  was  completely  master  of  the 
subject.  Some  vote,  however,  was  now  rendered 
essential  to  the  character,  not  only  of  Grovernment, 
but  of  the  gentleman  who  presided  over  the  finances 
of  the  country.  But  three  days  were  left  for  this 
inquiry,  and  to  finish  a  great  deal  of  other  busi- 
ness: and  he  thought  that  despatch  which  was 
usual  in  the  House  ou^ht  to  be  used  in  preference 
to  the  indulgence  which  a  Committee  afforded. 
As  to  the  abstract  propositions,  if  it  were  necessa- 
ry now  to  go  into  them,  he  thought  it  would  be 
proper  to  decide  on  them  first.  He  thought  it 
most  loffical  to  lay  down  principles  of  reasoning 
before  facts. were  developed.  Were  they  agreed 
to  by  the  House,  it  woula  be  under  provisions  and 
restrictions.  They  could  not  have  the  implicit 
force  of  axioms,  but  at  most  must  be  yielded  to 
as  wholesome  maxims,  the  application  of  which 
must  be  frequently  modified  oy  a  certain  degree 
of  discretion.  With  respect  to  all  the  other  reso- 
lutions, he  imagined  they  would,  on  examination, 
be  found  to  be  unwarranted  by  tacts.  He  hopea 
the  movers  and  supporters  of  the  resolutions  would 


not  be  Mitified  at  so  late  a  season  by  the  House 
in  resolving  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
The  mode  in  which  they  were  brought  forward 
did  not  entitle  them  to  much  confidence.  He  said 
a  more  unhandsome  proceeding  he  had  never  seen 
in  Congress.  It  had  been  a  practice,  derived  from 
the  lights  of  common  liberty,  common  right,  and 
the  first  principles  of  justice,  that  whoever  was 
charged  with  a  violation  of  law  on  which  a  pun- 
ishment ensued,  should  have  some  mode  of  an- 
swering to  the  charge.  It  had,  in  a  recent  instance, 
been  the  practice  of  Congress,  when  an  officer's 
conduct  was  even  in  the  first  instance  inquired 
into,  to  afford  the  officer  an  opportunity  of  attend- 
ing upon  the  examination  on  which  his  offence  or 
his  freedom  from  blame  was  to  appear.  He  al- 
luded to  the  conduct  of  the  House  when  an  ex- 
amination took  place  relatively  to  the  failure  of 
General  St.  Clair's  expedition.  Suspicions  were 
entertained  that  blame  lay  somewhere.  A  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  examine.  The  three  offi- 
cers particularly  concerned  were,  he  understood, 
invited,  as  it  were,  to  come  before  the  committee, 
to  explain,  to  interrogate,  and  to  give  information. 
Thouffh  tne  Secretary  or  War  was  not  permitted 
to  exj^ain  on  this  floor,  justice  and  delicacy,  and 
the  most  common  principles  of  jurisprudence,  to 
which  we  attempt^  to  hold  some  analogy,  de- 
manded that  he  should  be  heard  somewhere,  and 
the  committee  was  renewed  for  this  purpose. 
The  Q^uartermaster  General  asked  to  be  heard  on 
this  floor.  Thot^[h  refWd,  he  was  permitted  to 
attend  that  committee,  on  whose  examination  his 
character  as  a  Quartermaster  depended.  Were 
any  man  responsible  as  an  officer  to  this  House  to 
fall  under  the  suspicion  of  its  members,  a  regard 
to  decency  and  to  the  established  rights  of  citizen- 
ship, would  teach  gentlemen  to  inquire  formally 
before  they  hastily  laid  a  charge  on  the'  table,  to 
which  they  might  move  the  assent  of  the  House. 
But  in  this  proceeding  a  Lei^^tslative  char^  was 
gone  into  before  inquiry  had  been  instituted. 
Every  rule  of  justice,  and  all  that  delicacy  idiich 
ought  ever  to  attend  her  process,  had  been  dis- 
regarded, and  in  the  very  fii&t  instance,  a  number 
of  charges  are  brought  forward,  not  for  in^[«iry, 
but  conviction,  which,  if  sanctioned  by  a  ma^ori^ 
of  the  House,  are  to  be  followed  by  the  dismission 
of  one  of  the  highest  officers  in  the  Government 
This  mode  was  as  tyrannical  as  it  Was  new,  and, 
if  any  thing  could  throw  a  bias  against  the  reso- 
lutions, independent  of  inquiry,  it  was  the  partial 
and  uniust  form  in  which  tne  proceeding  had  com- 
menced. Resolutions  of  conviction  mi^ht  rise 
out  of  the  report  of  a  committee  of  inquiry,  who 
would  act  as  a  Grand  Jury  to  the  Hous&  but 
could  never  precede  it.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  not  refer  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
what  might  be  decided  in  the  House  with  more 
despatch. 

Mr.  Page  in  reply  to  Mr.  Smith,  spoke,  m  sub- 
stance, as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman :  The  more  precious  our  time,  the 
more  readily  shall  I  vote  for  a  consideration  of 
the  first  resolution ;  for  I  think  it  of  more  conse- 
quence that  we  should  decide  on  it,  thaa  on  any 
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other  before  us.  We  find,  from  the  inquiry  which 
has  been  set  on  foot,  into  the  conduct  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  that  he  differs  from  the 
mover  of  the  resolution  in  opinion  respecting  bis 
powers,  and  the  constitutional  obligation  he  may 
oe  under  of  regarding  acts  of  appropriation  j  it, 
therefore,  must  be  the  wish  of  the  Secretary  him- 
.  self,  whether  we  agree  with  him  or  not;  and  it  is 
our  duty,  as  suon  as  possible,  I  conceive,  to  let  our 
constituents  know  whether  we  approve,  or  not, 
of  his  opinion.     The  Secretary  himself,  I  think, 
confesses  '^that  a  strict  adher«[ice  to  appropriations, 
in  certain  cases,  would  be  pusilanimity."  He  pre- 
ferred, no  doubt,  the  public  good,  which  he  thought 
he  had  in  view,  to  a  strict  compliance  with  an  act 
of  appropriation.   It  becomes  us,  then,  to  determine 
whether  we  wish  that  the  Secretary  shall  hereaf- 
ter be  bound  by  our  acts  of  approfMriation  or  not. 
I  cannot  conceive  that  the  rejection  of  the  first 
resolution  can  alter  the  nature  of  the  case  befbre 
us,  or  in  any  manner  confirm  or  invalidate  the 
truth  of  facts  which  some  gentlemen  seem  so  ap- 
prehensive may  lead  to  an  impeachment.  For  my 
part.  I  keep  in  view  the  first  resolution,  without 
thinking  a  moment  of  the  last,  or  the  intermediate 
propositions.    When  they  shall  come  under  con- 
sideration, I  shall  be  ready  to  show  a  proper  atteiH 
tion  to  tnem.    How  the  first  resolution  can  be 
called  au  abstract  proposition,  I  know  not — when 
the  nature  of  the  last  before  us  requires  a  decision 
on  it.    The  Secretary  himself  should  desire  it, 
and  our  constituents  must' expect  it    If  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  shall  be  of  opinion  that  ap- 
propriations ouffht  to  be  sacredly  regarded,  they 
will  agree  to  the  resolution ;  if  they  think  they 
may  be  dispensed  with  '^  in  certain  cases,"  they 
may  amend  the  resolution,  and  qualify  it  so  as  to 
justify  the  conduct  of  the  Secretary.    To  call  the 
resolution  a  preamble,  and  to  object  to  it  as  such, 
appears  to  me  as  extraordinary  as  to  call  it  an  ab- 
stract proposition ;  for  I  have  always  thought  it 
inconsistent  with  Republican  principles  to  object 
to  preambles.    I  have  remarked,  sir^hen  they 
luive  been  objected  to,  it  became  the  Kepresenta- 
tives  of  a  free  people  to  show  on  what  principles 
and  with  what  views  their  laws  are  enacted,  and, 
not  in  a  dictatorial  manner  enact  that  it  shall  be 
so  and  so.    The  framers  of  our  Constitution  have 
set  us  an  example  of  an  excellent  preamble;  and, 
as  it  has  been  remarked  by  several  members,  this 
House  has  occasionally  used  them;  I  think,  there- 
fore, that  none  of  the  objections  to  the  commit- 
ment of  the  first  resolution  are  of  sufficient  weight 
to  induce  the  House  to  agree  to  the  motion  for 
striking  out  the  two  first  resolutions. 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  committing  the 
two  first  resolutions  and  negatived — 25  to  32.  On 
the  question  of  referring  the  last,  only  fourteen 
members  voted  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered^  That  the  third;  fourth,  fif^h,  sixth, 
seventh,  and  eighth  resolutions  contained  in  the 
said  motion  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  immediately. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
said  Committee ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  Committee  rose, and  had  leav«  to  sit  again. 
2d  Con.— 30 


The  House  then  adjourned  until  six  •'clock 
post  meridian. 

Evening  Session — 6  P.  M. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  agree  to  the  conference  desired  by 
this  House  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  amend- 
ments depending  between  the  two  Houses  to  the 
bill  entitled  '^  An  act  fixing  the  time  for  the  next 
annual  meeting  of  Congress,'' and  have  appointed 
managers  at  the  said  ccmference  on  their  part. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  extending  the 
time  for  receiving  on  loan  that  part  of  the  Domes- 
tic Debt  of  the  United  States  which  may  not  be 
subscribed  prior  to  the  first  day  of  Marcn,  1793 ; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee 
rose  and  reported  the  Dill  without  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  certain  ap- 
propriations therein  mentioned;  anc^ after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that 
the  Committee  haa  had  the  said  bill  under  con- 
sideration, and  made  several  amendments  thereto. 

Orderedj  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, do  lie  on  the  table. 


Friday,  March  1. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  extending  the  time  tor  re- 
ceiving oo  loon  that  part  of  the  Domestiic  Debt  of 
the  United  States  which  may  not  be  subscribed 
prior  to  the  first  day  of  March,  1798,  was  read  the 
tkird  tkne,  and  passed. 

Mr.  FiTZsiMONs,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  making  addition  to  the  compen- 
sation of  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  and  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue ;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  committed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the/  amendments 
proposed  by  this  House  to  the  bill  entitled  "  An 
act  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  ^  An  act  to 
provide  more  efiectually  for  the  collection  of  the 
duties  imposed  by  law  on  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, miported  into  the  United  States,  and  on 
the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels,"  with  an  amend- 
ment to  the  second  amendment ;  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  thesaidamend- 
ment  to  the  amendment,  ^d  the  same  being  read, 
was  agreed  to. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  firom  the  Se- 
nate entitled  "  An  act  providing  an  annual  allow- 
ance for  the  education  of  Huffh  Mercer ;"  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  bill  was  report- 
ed to  the  House,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  thellouse 
that  the  Yice  President  having  obtained  leave 
of  absence,  the  Senate  have  proceeded  to  the  choice 
of  a  President  pro  tempore^  and  John  Lanqdon 
has  been  duly  elected. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
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that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  entitled  ^^  An 
act  providing  for  the  compensation  of  Ebenezer 
Storer ;"  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONs,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  Arthur  St.  Clair, 
made  a  report  \  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  yesterday  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  to  the  bill  making  certain  appro- 
priations therein  mentioned ;  and  the  same  being 
read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to-day. 

OrnCIAL  CONDUCT  OP  THE  SECRETARY 
OP  THE  TREASURY. 

The  House  a|^in  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  third,  fourth, 
fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  and  eighth  resolutions  con- 
tained in  the  motion  of  yesterday,  respecting  the 
official  conduct  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  third  resolution  being  under  consideration, 
in  the  words  following,  viz : 

^  Mesolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaauiy  has 
violated  the  Uw,  passed  the  fourth  of  August,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hondrad  and  ninety,  making  appropriations 
of  certain  moneys  authorized  to  be  borrowed  by  the 
same  law,  in  the  following  pardculars,  to  wit : 

"1.  By  applying  a  certam  portion  of  the  principal 
borrowed  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  fidling  due  upon 
that  principal,  which  was  not  authorized  by  Uiat  or  any 
other  law. 

<<  2.  By  drawing  part  of  the  same  moneys  into  the 
United  &|tates  without  the  instructions  of  the  President 
ofthe  United  States." 

Mr.  Seugwick  opened  the  debate,  by  calling  for 
the  reading  of  a  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  Mr.  Shorty  of  the  1st  of  September, 
1790,  showing  the  objects  and  general  views  of 
the  Secretary,  relative  to  the  ne^tiation  of  the 
loans  under  tne  two  acts  authorizing  them. 

Mr.  Barnwell. — Mr.  Chairman,  oefore  I  pro- 
ceed to  discuss  the  observations  wnich  yestenlay 
fell  from  the  gentleman  who  introduced  the  reso- 
lutions now  before  us.  I  cannot  refrain  from  say- 
ing that  I  am  extremely  happy  that,  in  passing 
through  the  medium  of  that  gentleman's  exami- 
nation, this  subject  has  changed  its  hue  from  the 
foul  stain  of  peculation  to  the  milder  coloring  of 
an  illegal  exercise  of  discretion,  and  a  want  of 
politeness  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.    I 
feel  happy,  because  I  always  am  so  when  any 
man  charged  with  firuilt  can  acquit  himself;  and 
the  more  so  now,  vvhen  a  man  in  a  high  responsi- 
ble office,  and  high  in  the  estimation  of  his  coun- 
trymen, can  reduce  a  charge  from  a  quality  calcu- 
lated to  have  excited  an  a&rm,  even  m  Pandemo- 
nium, to  such  a  shape  as  I  fancy  will  scarce  serve 
to  satisfy  the  uncommon  curiosity  which  it  ap- 
pears to  have  excited.    As  I  have  never  been  m 
the  habit  of  taking  notes,  I  shall  depend  upon 
memory  in  answermg  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia; although  I  imagine,  as  that  gentleman 
usually  sticks  very  close  to  his  point,  whatever  it 


may  be.  that,  in  pursuing  his  charges,  I  shall  sub- 
stantially answer  his  arguments.    In  commenting 
upon  the  two  first  resolutions,  to  which  I  am  by 
order  confined,  I  shall  consider,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, what  regards  the  right  of  drawing  money 
into  this  country.    The  gentleman  appears  not  to 
have  considereu  the  law  properly,  for  tnere  cannot 
be  a  doubt  that  the  Presiuent  had  a  right  to  make 
what  arrangements  he  pleased,  in  order  to  attain 
what  he  might  consider  a  proper  modification  of 
the  Debt  due  by  the  United  States  abroad.    He 
might  have  borrowed  the  money  here,  or  have  paid 
it  here ;  he  might  have  borrowed  tne  money  in 
England,  or  wherever  he  thought  fit.    I  will  ask 
the  gentleman  by  what  precise  authority  he  bor- 
rowed the  money  in  Amsterdam  and  Antwerp, 
and  paid  it  in  Paris  ?    Certainly  by  none  but  that 
discretion  which  has  been  depended  upon  to  mo- 
dify the  Debt  in  the  manner  most  conducive  to 
the  interest  of  the  United  States.    I  take  it,  then, 
for  granted,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  right  of  the 
President  to  draw  the  money  borrowed  here,  or 
to  send  it  anywhere,  must  be  conceded.    The  ques- 
tion will  then  arise,  whether  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  had  a  right  to  do  this  or  not,  and  whe- 
ther this  has  not  been  done  without,  nay,  against 
the  instructions  of  the  President?    I  really  con- 
sider this  as  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  cases 
that  I  have  ever  known  exhibited.    Let  us  con- 
sider its  form.    A  highly  important  trust,  of  no 
less  import  than  the  discretionary  use  of  fourteen 
millions  of  dollars,  is  placed  in  the  President  or 
the  United  States  ;  he,  by  a  general  commis- 
sion, and  by  special  instruction,  deputes  this  power 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  stating  that  he 
is  to  conform  to  these,  and  whatever  instructions 
he  might  from  time  to  time  give  him.    Let  any 
man  seriously  examine  these  powers,  and  I  am  (h 
opinion  that  the  Secretary,  under  these,  had  a 
right  to  draw,  if  he  thougnt  proper,  unless  in- 
structed to  the  contrary ;  for  the  President  con- 
veys a  complete  power  to  modify  the  Debt,  pro- 
vided that  It  should  be,  with  all  convenient  de- 
spatch, applied  to  pay  the  principal  and  interest 
due  to  France ;  for  wnere  tne  payments  are  to  be 
made  are  certainly  left  to  the  Secretary.    If  this 
has  not  been  exercised  advantageously,  this  is 
another  circumstance  which  the  gentleman  him- 
self has  not  questioned.    But,  says  the  gentleman, 
the  Secretary,  under  these  instructions,  had  no 
special  authority  to  draw;  notwithstanding  which, 
he  began  to  draw  in  1790^  and  has  contmued  to 
draw,  at  difierent  times,  into  this  country  the 
enormous  sum  of  three  millions  of  dollars,  and 
therefore  he  must  have  done  this  without,  nay, 
against  the  instructions  of  the  President,  who,  it 
is  presumed,  having  deleijfated  this  great  trust,  has 
never,  for  three  years,  inquired  into  the  perform- 
ance of  it.    Can  this  be  the  inference  of  common 
sense  7    Can  this  be  the  inference  of  the  experi- 
ence which  we  have  had  of  the  President,  one 
of  toe  prominent  features  of  whose  character 
always  nas  been  an  industry  to  investigate  par- 
ticulars, as  remarkable  as  his  sagacity  to  frame 
Gtenerals?    If,  then,  instructions  nave  not  been 
given,  or  have  been  exceeded,  was  it  necessarf 


909 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS, 


910 


March,  1793.] 


Debate  on  Mr,  QUei^s  Reaolvtifms, 


[H.opR. 


for  us  to  come  in  aid  of  the  President,  he  who 
by  our  law  has  the  power,  which  we  ourselves 
cannot  exercise,  of  removing  any  of  the  Executive 
officers  at  pleasure  ?  It  certainly  cannot  be  ne- 
cessary ;  for,  as  this  officer  continues  to  act,  we 
must  conclude  that  he  has  either  acted  by  instruc- 
tions, or  in  such  manner  as  to  have  given  satis- 
Action  to  his  princijl^l  without  them.  Really, 
Mr.  Chairman.  I  cannot  but  believe  that  if  susjh- 
cion  had  not  led  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
astray,  the  usual  correctness  of  his  understandinff 
would  have  prevented  him  from  pursuins^  such 
an  ignis  fatmis  as  this.  Thus,  sir.  I  think  I  have 
shown  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
certainly  had  the  authority  to  draw  the  sums  bor- 
rowed here,  and  that,  both  under  his  commission 
and  his  instructions  eiven,  and  inevitably  implied, 
the  Secretary  had  also  the  power  to  do  this.  I 
shall  therefore  now  {>roceed  to  a  more  special  con- 
sideration of  the  first  charge^  that  the  Secretary 
has  violated  the  law  in  applying  a  portion  of  the 
principal  borrowed  to  the  payrment  of  the  interest 
falling  due  upon  that  prmcipal,  which  was  not 
authorized  by  law.  Before  I  proceed,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  would  wish  to  remark  that,  whilst  I  con- 
sider no  principle  in  l^^lation  more  correct  than 
that  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury 
onlv  under  appropriations  by  law,  yet  I  consider 
both  as  impracticable  and  mischievous  the  doc- 
trine that  the  money  arising  from  a  special  tax 
shall,  in  no  instance,  be  used  for  any  other  than 
that  special  purpose  for  which  the  tax  was  im- 
posed, but  am  of  opinion  that  the  sums  raised 
ought  rather  to  be  considered  as  an  aggre^te  fund, 
applicable  to  aggregate  purposes ;  and,  mdeed,  iif 
a  rigid  adherence  to  the  precise  letter  of  the  law 
is  necessary,  there  has  been  no  occasion  to  go 
abroad  to  search  for  violations ;  for  our  Gk>vem- 
ment  at  home  has  been  able  to  act  only  by  this 
violation.  It  is  well  known  that  theduties  of  impost 
and  tonnage  are  appropriated,  first,  to  produce  the 
sum  of  six  hundred  thousana  dollars  for  the  civil 
list,  then  to  pay  the  interest  of  the  Foreign  Debt, 
ana  so  on ;  so  that,  by  a  rigid  observance  of  this 
law.  the  Secretary  must  mive  first  collected  the 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars  into  the  public  cof- 
fers, and  then  a  sum  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest 
of  the  Foreign  Debt — a  process  wnich  only  re- 
quires statins  to  show  its  absurdity,  and  wnich 
must  nevertheless  have  been  connected  with  a 
minute  construction  of  the  law.  Indeed,  Mr. 
Chairman,  if  the  acts  of  common  life  bear  any 
analogy  with  public  management,  which  I  be- 
lieve, what  could  be  considered  as  being  more 
extraordinary  than  that  an  individual  should  ap- 
propriate the  proceeds  of  one  farm  to  purchase 
bread,  of  another  drink,  and  to  declare,  in  the  face 
of  contingencies,  that,  happen  what  may,  he  would 
starve,  should  the  bread  crop  fail,  rather  than  use 
the  surplus  of  that  appropriated  to  purchase  drink 
for  its  purchase.  But  to  return.  What  is  this 
charge?  A  sum  of  money  was  due  abroad  for 
the  interest  of  1791  and  1792,  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
domestic  revenues  of  1791  and  1792 ;  the  United 
States  had  an  offer  to  make  a  payment  in  part  of 
what  was  due  to  France,  for  wnich  money  had 


been  borrowed,  and  was  already  on  hand  abroad,  in 
a  supply  of  provisions  from  here  to  the  Island  of 
St.  Domingo.  The  Secretary,  therefore,  and 
doubtless  with  the  consent  of  the  President^  in- 
stead of  transmitting  either  bills  or  money  from 
this  country  to  France,  in  order  to  pay  the  in- 
terest due  there,  and  bringing  the  money  bor- 
rowed to  pay  the  French  Debt  into  this  country, 
in  order  to  furnish  supplies  for  St.  Domingo,  has 
committed  the  great  crime  of  directing  the  money 
borrowed,  and  tdready  upon  the  spot,  to  be  applied 
to  the  payment  of  the  interest  due,  and  has  taken 
the  sums  applicable  to  the  payments  of  that  inte- 
rest, which  was  already  here,  and  made  use  of  it 
to  pay  the  Debt  due  to  France  in  the  produce  of 
the  United  States ;  so  that,  although,  apparently, 
a  portion  of  the  principal  Dorrow^  has  oeen  a^ 
phed  to  pay  an  interest  due,  yet  in  reality  its 
capacity  to  be  thus  used  arose  from  its  consti- 
tuting m  this  country  an  equivalent  sum  applica- 
ble, and  which  has  oeen  applied  to  pay  on  the 
principal  of  the  French  Debt,  the  object  for  which 
the  money  was  borrowed.  Let  candor  investi* 
gate  this  transaction,  and  sure  I  am  its  deductions 
will  be  directly  the  contrary  of  a  charge  of  crimi- 
nation. I  shall  conclude  with  observing  that  I 
should  have  proceeded  to  examine  the  other  reso- 
lutions, which  I  consider  as  weak  as  those  I  have 
made  short  comments  upon,  were  I  not  restrained 
by  the  Rules  of  the  House.  But  this  I  will  ven- 
ture to  say,  that  they  will  be  proved  unfounded  in 
their  investigation,  and  will  merit  the  witty  ob- 
servation of  a  celebrated  writer,  that  ^*  though  they 
rose  like  a  rocket,  they  will  fall  like  the  stick." 

Mr.  W.  Smith  regretted  that  so  important  an 
inquiry  had  been  instituted  at  the  very  close  of 
the  session^  when  the  members  were  thronged 
with  business  of  an  indispensable  nature,  and  it 
was  scarcely  possible  for  them  to  bestow  that  at- 
tention and  deliberation  which  the  nature  of  the 
subject  called  for.  But,  while  he  expressed  this 
re^et,  he  assured  the  Committee  tnat  it  was 
mingled  with  much  satisfaction,  in  finding  that 
the  vaffue  charges  of  mismanagement,  with  which 
the  puUic  had  long  been  alarmed,  were  at  length 
cast  into  a  shape  susceptible  of  investigation  and 
decision.  Previous  to  an  examination  of  the  spe- 
cific charge  then  under  consideration,  he  claimed 
the  indulgence  of  the  Committee  in  offering  a  few 
peliminary  remarks,  which,  though  they  did  not 
bear  precisely  upon  the  charge  itself,  yet  were 
intimately  connected  with  the  subiect-raatter  of 
the  inquiry,  and  were  justified  by  the  general  re- 
marks of  gentlemen  who  had  preceded  him. 

In  recurring  back  to  the  origin  and  progress  of 
this  examination,  it  must  appear  somewhat  sur- 
prising that  that  which,  in  tne  commencement  of 
the  session,  was  sounded  forth  as  gross  peculation, 
now  turned  out  to  be  nothing  more  than  a  mere 
substitution  of  funds,  and  that  that  which  was  an- 
nounced as  abominaole  corruption,  was  dwindled 
away  into  a  mere  drawing  ofmoney  from  Europe 
into  this  country,  to  be  applied  here  according 
to  law. 

Whatever  credit  might  be  due  to  the  motives 
which  had  originatedthis  inquiry,  every  member 
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would  concur  in  the  sentiment,  that  in  a  Govern- 
ment constituted  like  that  of  the  United  States, 
which  had  nothing  but  the  public  confidence  for 
its  basis,  premature  alarms  and  groundless  suspi- 
cions respecting  the  conduct  of  public  officers 
were  pregnant  with  the  most  injurious  conse- 
quences. This  opinion  was  more  peculiarly  ap- 
plicable to  the  important  station  of  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  Intrusted  with  the  management 
of  a  largp  revenue,  and  necessarily  clothed  with 
some  latitude  of  discretion,  it  was  to  be  expected 
that  he  would  excite  the  jealousy  of  the  public 
vigilance ;  but  as  long  as  he  kept  m  view  the  in- 
junctions of  law,  and  the  public  good,  his  reputa- 
tion was  entitled  to  that  security  which  is  due  to 
every  citizen. 

*  An  officer,  intrusted  with  the  care  and  distri- 
bution of  public  moneys,  is  generally  looked  at 
with  a  watchful  eye ;  mankind  are  too  prone  to 
suspect  the  purity  of  his  conduct ;  slight  insinua- 
tions are  but  too  often  sufficient  to  injure  him  in 
the  public  estimation.  Such  being  the  natural 
propensity  of  things,  it  doubtless  Mhoved  those 
who  wished  for  tranquility  in  the  country  to  with- 
hold charge  not  clearly  warranted  by  proof— to 
suspend  an  imad  versions  which  were  not  likely  to 
terminate  in  conviction.  A  contrary  nroceeaing 
bad  an  inevitable  tendency  unnecessarily  to  aUurm 
the  public  mind,  to  instil  into  it  suspicions  against 
the  mteffrity  of  men  in  hieh  stations,  to  weaken 
their  public  confidence  in  the  Government,  and  to 
enervate  its  operations. 

There  vras  something  remarkable  in  the  nature 
of  the  present  allegations  against  the  Secretary. 
Taking  them  ail  into  view,  tney  presented  nothing 
which  mvolved  self-interested,  ]^cuniary  consider- 
ations ;  and  in  this,  they  essentially  dinered  from 
accusations  agsdnst  financiers  in  other  countries, 
to  whom  motives  of  interest  were  generally 
ascribed  as  the  source  of  their  peculations.  To 
the  Secretary,  no  such  motive  was  imputed;  not- 
withstanding former  insinuations  against  his  in- 
tegrity, the  sum  of  all  the  charges  jiow  amounted 
to  nothing  more  than  arrogance,  or  an  assumption 
of  power,  or  an  exercise  of  unauthorized  discretion. 
With  respect  to  discretion,  Mr.  S.  observed  that, 
though  in  the  present  inquiry  it  was  not  necessary 


to  say  much  on  that  topic^  being  firmly  persuaded    strict  letter  of  the  law. 


There  was  one  more  observation  which  he 
thought  proper  to  premise,  before  he  entered  into 
a  discussion  of  the  charges  j  and  that  was  the  dis- 
advantageous situation  m  which  the  financier  of 
this  country  was  placed^  wh^n  compared  with 
that  of  similar  officers  m  other  nations.  The 
Minister  of  Finance  in  Great  Britain  being  always 
a  member  of  the  Legislature,  and  on  a  footing 
with  other  members,  was  prepared  to  defend  him- 
self whjen  attacked.  No  charge  could  be  made 
against  his  administration  which  he  had  not  an 
immediate  opportunity  of  repelling;  and  the 
charge  and  the  refutation  went  out  to  the  world 
together.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was, 
on  the  contrary,  not  even  permitted  to  come  to 
the  bar  and  to  vindicate  himself.  Through  the 
imperfect  medium  of  written  reports  he  was  com- 
peiled,  when  called  upon  for  information,  to  an- 
swer, as  it  were  by  anticipation,  charges  which 
were  not  specific,  without  knowing  precisely 
against  what  part  of  his  administration  subsequent 
specific  charges  would  be  brought  to  bear. 

If  in  his  reports  he  was  concise^  he  was  cexisured 
for  suppr^sing  information ;  if  he  entered  into  a 
vindication  of  the  motives  which  influenced  his 
conduct,  he  was  then  criQiinated  for  stuffing  his 
reports  with  metaphysical'  reasonings.    A  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Findley]  had  said 
that  the  Secretary's  rejports  were  so  voluminous 
that  he  was  quite  bewildered  by  them,  and  that 
instead  of  their  throwing  any  light  on  the  subject, 
he  was  more  in  the  dark  than  ever.    It  was  true, 
the  reports  were  voluminous,  but  not  more  so  than 
the  imputations  on  the  Secretary's  conduct  and 
the  orders  of  the  House  justified.    He  did  not 
think  that  any  member,  who  had  attentively  pe- 
rused them,  could  justly  complain  of  want  of  in- 
formation, or  of  bemg  more  m  the  dark  than  be- 
fore ;  he.  on  the  contrary,  believed  that  so  much 
light  had  been  thrown  on  the  whole  of  the  Secre- 
tary's fiscal  operations,  that  if  any  member  could 
not  see,  it  must  be  owing  to  the  glare  of  light 
being  too  strong  for  his  eyes.  Having  made  these 
observations,  Mr.  S.  said  he  should  proceed  to 
examine  the  first  charge,  which,  after  much  reflec- 
tion bestowed  on  it,  appeared  to  him  to  contain 
nothing  that  was  not  perfectly  authorized  by  the 


the  Secretary  had  strictly  pursued  the  injunctions 
of  law,  yet,  while  on  the  subject,  he  took  occasion 
to  insist  that  in  all  Grovemments  a  discretionary 
latitude  was  implied  in  Executive  officers,  where 
that  discretion  resulted  from  the  nature  of  the 
office,  or  was  in  pursuance  of  general  authority 
delected  by  law.  This  princifSe  was  so  obvious 
that  it  required  no  illustration ;  were  it  contra- 
dicted, he  would  appeal  to  the  conduct  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  State,^wno,  though  directed  to  report  to 
the  Mouse  on  the  commercial  intercourse  with 
foreign  nations,  had,  in  the  exercise  of  a  warrant- 
able discretion,  judiciously  withheld  his  Report 
He  would  appeal  to  the  Repo;t  of  the  Committee 
on  the  failure  of  St.  Clair's  expedition,  wherein 
that  failure  was  in  part  attributed  to  the  Com- 
■landing  General's  not  bein^  invested  with  a  dis- 
Gretion  lo  act  according  to  ciroiunstaDces. 


Mr.  S.  proceeded  next  to  examine  the  charge 
under  consideration.  It  consisted  of  two  items : 
the  first,  the  api^ication  of  a  certain  portion  of  the 
principal  sum  borrowed  in  Europe  to  the  payment 
of  interest  falling  due  upon  that  principal,  which 
it  was  contended  was  not  authorized  by  any  law  ; 
the  second,  the  drawing  part  of  the  same  moneys 
into  the  United  States,  without  the  instructions  of 
the  Prbsident. 

The  first  item  of  this  supposed  violation  of  law 
appeared  of  so  frivolous  a  nature  that  it  did  not 
merit  much  discussion ;  at  any  rate,  it  was  more 
an  objection  of  form  than  of  substance.  If  he 
comprehended  well  the  purport  of  the  charge,  it 
was  nothing  more  than  this — that  the  Secretary 
having  moneys  at  his  disposal  in  Europe  applica- 
ble to  the  purchase  of  stock  in  this  country,  and 
I  having  at  the  s^me  time  moneys  in  this  country 
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applicable  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  abroad, 
had  substituted  the  one  for  the  other.  He  had 
paid  the  foreign  interest  out  of  the  foreign  funds 
and  he  had  purchased  stock  with  the  domestic 
Ainds.  This  was  the  heinous  offence  with  which 
he  was  chafed,  and  which  was  thou^t  sufficient 
to  remove  him  from  office.  If  the  moneys  in 
Europe  might  hare  been  drawn  to  this  country  by 
bills,  tor  the  purchase  of  the  Debt^  it  might  have 
^ually  been  drawn  here,  by  ordermg  the  applica- 
tion of  a  sum  in  Europe,  for  a  purpose  which 
would  be  represented  by  an  equal  sum  here,  to  be 
applied  to  the  purchase.  The  substance,  not  the 
form,  is  to  decide  whether  this  mode  of  negotiating 
the  matter  was  proper.  Suppose  bills  had  been 
ordered  to  be  drawn  on  the  Commissioners,  and 
remitted  to  them,  on  account  of  the  foreign  in- 
terest, would  not  this  have  been  as  re^^lar  as  to 
draw  them  for  sale  7  Did  the  execution  of  the 
law  require  that  the  Secretary,  having  funds  in 
Europe  with  which  the  foreign  interest  might  be 
dischars^ed,  should  nevertheless  remit  moneys 
abroad  for  that  purpose,  and  then,  having  funds  m 
this  country  witn  which  the  purchases  of  the  Debt 
might  be  made,  should  dnnnr  bills  to  bring  the 
foreign  funds  here  ?  Was  there  any  necessity  for 
this  complex  operation,  for  the  expense  of  remit- 
tance, the  probable  loss  on  the  sale  of  bills,  the 
loss  of  interest  while  the  moner  was  in  transitu 
when  the  whole  matter  could  be  negotiated  by 
the  simple  and  economical  mode  pursued?  So 
feit  from  this  arrangement  being  a  ground  of  cen- 
sure, Mr.  S.  assert^  that,  had  the  Secretary  pur- 
sued the  other  mode,  he  would  have  been  animad- 
verted upon  with  great  severity  for  such  an 
extraordinary  course.  He  wt>uld  have  been  ac- 
cused of  ignorance  of  his  duty,  and  every  loss 
incidental  to  the  transaction  wt>uld  have  been 
charged  to  his  account. 

The  second  division  of  the  charge,  being  of 
more  magnitude,  required  a  more  lengthy  discus- 
sion. This  instance  of  violation  consisted  in  a 
supposed  deviation  from  the  instructions  of  the 
Presioent,  or  a  supposed  acting  without  any  in- 
struction whatever.  It  was,  however,  begging 
the  question ;  it  was  taking  for  granted  tnat  which 
did  not  appear,  and  which  ought  not  to  be  pre- 
sumed. And  here,  Mr.  S.  observed,  the  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  ^ad  entirely  reversed  one  of  the 
fimdamental  maxims  of  criminal  jurisprudence, 
which  declared  that  innocence  should  be  pre- 
sumed and  guilt  proved ;  whereas  they  had  pre- 
sumed guilt,  and  called  upon  the  accused  to  prove 
his  innocence. 

And  what  was  the  slender  basis  on  which  the 
presumption  was  built  ?  Why,  say  the  gentlemen, 
the  instructions  iVom  the  PRfisinsNT  to  the  Secre- 
tary, which  have  been  laid  before  the  House,  re- 
late only  to  the  payment  of  the  French  debt,  and 
convey  no  authority  to  draw  any  of  the  forei^ 
loan  into  this  country  for  the  purchase  of  stocK ; 
and  hence  they  infer,  he  had  no  authority  for  this 
latter  purpose. 

To  comprehend  the  fallacy  of  the  inference,  it 
was  only  necessary  to  recur  to  the  laws,  and  to 
the  PRfisivBirr's  commission  to  the  Secretary  to 


negotiate  the  loans.  Two  acts  of  Cone^ress  had 
passed:  one  on  the  4th  of  August,  the  other  on  the 
Idth  of  August.  1790.  The  first  authorized  a  loan 
of  twelve  millions  of  dollars,  applicable  to  the 
payment  of  the  French  debt ;  the  other  a  loain  of 
two  millions,  applicable  to  the  purchase  of  the  Do- 
mestic debt.  The  President's  commission  to 
the  Secretary  embraced  both  acts  and  both  ob- 
jects, and  under  that  commission  one  loan  was 
negotiated  api^icable  to  both  objects.  True  it  is, 
that  the  President's  first  instructions  were  con- 
fined to  one  object,  namely,  the  French  debt ;  but 
the  inference  is  not  that  no  other  instructions  were 
g^ven,  and  that  the  Secretary  acted  without  au- 
thority; but  the  very  reverse,  that  the  President 
either  left  the  other  object  to  the  general  discre- 
tion of  the  Secretary,  who  was,  ex  officio,  the 
proper  a^nt  and  his  representative ;  or  that  he 
reserved  it  for  subsequent  and  occasional  instruc- 
tions. 

This  inference  must  be  the  true  one ;  first,  be- 
cause a  contrary  supposition  would  impute  to  the 
President  an  illegal  intention,  that  of  applying 
all  the  moneys  borrowed  under  both  acts  to  the 
object  of  one  only ;  secondly,  because  the  commis- 
sion extending  to  the  borrowing  fourteen  millions 
of  dollars,  and  embracing  both  objects,^  and  the 
instructions  bein^  confined  to  twelve  millions  of 
dollars,  and  to  only  one  object^  it  followed  that  the 
other  either  was  left  to  discretionary  management, 
or  to  after  regulation,  for  the  law  enjoined  tne  exe- 
cution of  both. 

If  presumption^'  then,  was  to  govern,  the  more 
natural  presumption  was,  that  the  officer  acted  ac- 
cording to  some  general  discretion  reposed  in  him, 
or  according  to  instructions  fVom  time  to  time 
given.  These  instructions  may  have  been  verbal, 
as  well  as  written.  The  written  instructions  given 
in  the  first  instance  were  evidently  confined  to  the 
object  of  the  first  act.  The  necessary  conclusion 
is,  that  the  application  of  the  moneys  borrowed 
under  the  second  act  was  not  meant  to  be  includ- 
ed in  that  instruction,  but  was  left  to  be  regu- 
lated by  a  general  discretion,  or  by  occasional  di- 
rections, verbal  or  otherwise. 

To  presume  that  the  Secretary  acted  without 
the  sanction  of  the  President  was  to  suppose 
that  the  President  was  totally  ignorant  of  the 
application  of  any  part  of  the  loan  to  the  pur- 
chase of  the  debt.  But  there  is  in  the  possession 
of  the  House  abundant  testimony  of  the  Presi- 
dent's privity  and  co-operation — 

1st.  In  his  Speech  to  both  Houses,  in  Decem- 
ber, 1790,  in  announcing  the  loan,  he  expressly  re- 
fers to  its  beinff  made  by  virtue  of^  both  acts,  there- 
by implying  clearly  that  it  had  reference  to  the 
oDJects  of  both.  He  therein  likewise  refers  the 
House  to  a  further  communication  ^om  the  Se- 
cretary on  that  subject. 

2dly.  The  Secretary,  pursuant  to  that  reference, 
informed  the  House,  m  the  name  and  by  order  of 
the  President,  that  a  part  of  the  loan,  to  wit: 
150,000  fiorins,  was  applied  in  payment  to  France; 
another  part,  to  wit :  160,000  florins,  to  the  Dutch 
debt ;  and  that  it  was  deemed  highly  advisable  to 
apply  the  residue  to  the  purchase  of  the  debt,  if 
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Congress  would  remove  a  doubt  as  to  the  terms 
(m  which  the  loan  had  been  negotiated.  Con- 
gress did  remove  that  doubt  by  their  act  of  March, 
1791.  It  followed^  then,  of  course,  that  the  resi- 
due, would  be  apphed  according  to  the  intimation 
given.  It  was  so  understood  on  all  hands,  and  the 
money  being  to  be  invested  in  this  country,  it  like- 
wise followed  of  course  that  it  must  be  drawn 
here.  A  contrary  conduct  would  have  been  cen- 
surable. And  yet,  notwithstanding  these  facts, 
though  the  Presidbnt  had  informed  the  House, 
as  far  back  as  December,  1790,  that  the  loan  haa 
been  a  conjunct  loan,  under  the  authority  of  both 
acts,  and  consequently  for  both  objects,  tnough,  at 
the  same  time,  he  had  referred  the  Hou§e  to  the 
Secretary  for  further  information  in  relation  to 
that  loan  and  its  applicability,  though  the  Secre- 
tary had,  in  the  name  and  by  order  of  the  Prbsi- 
DBNT,  informed  the  House,  oy  his  Report  in  Fe- 
bruary, 1791,  that  only  a  part  of  the  money  bor- 
rowea  had  been  applied  to  the  French  and  Dutch 
debt,  and  that  the  residue  would  be  applied  to  the 
purchase  of  stock,  as  soon  as  Congress  removed 
the  doubt  \  though  Congress  passed  a  law  express- 
ly to  remove  that  doubt,  yet  it  had  been  gravely 
and  earnest]^  contendea  that  the  Secretary  was 
not  authorized  to  apply  any  i)art  of  that  money  to 
the  purchase  of  stock ;  that  it  was  done  without 
the  sanction  of  the  President  \  and  that  Congress, 
until  the  late  call  for  information,  were  totaUy  ig- 
norant of  the  application  of  any  part  of  it  to  that 
object. 

Then^was,  then,  the  fullest  and  most  satisfac- 
tory evidence  of  tne  privity  and  concurrence  of 
the  President  in  connrmation  of  the  evidence  re- 
sulting from  official  relation.  Between  the  Chief 
Magistrate  and  his  immediate  agents  either  a  ge- 
neral discretion  or  instruction  must  be  presumed, 
because  it  is  presumable  he  will  do  his  duty,  ana 
punish  where  either  a  discretion  has  not  been  al- 
lowed, or  instructions  have  not  been  given,  or 
where  those  instructions  have  been  contravened. 

The  argument  on  the  other  side  implies  in  the 
Chief  Magistrate  either  ignorance  or  neglect  of 
duty.  On  the  one  hand,  that  he  was  unacquaint- 
ed with  the  transaction  \  or,  on  the  other,  that, 
being  acquainted,  he  acquiesced  in  a  violation  of 
law,  without  removing  the  transgressor.  Could 
it  be  seriously  said — would  it  not  be  absurdity  to 
suppose — that  an  operation  of  such  extent,  provid- 
ed for  by  law,  communicated  to  both  Houses,  no- 
torious to  all  the  merchants  of  Philadelphia  and 
New  York,  as  that  of  drawing  and  selling  the  bills 
on  Europe,  was  unknown  to  the  President? 
Must  he  not  have  been  well  acquainted  with  these 
transactions,  and  that  without  daily  frequenting 
the  coffee-house,  as  some  of  his  friends  lately  ad- 
vised him  ?  If  the  instructions  or  the  intentions 
of  the  President  had  been  contravened,  would 
he  not  have  vindicated  his  own  authority  by  re- 
moving the  officer  ?  But  it  had  been  objected 
that  the  bills  were  drawn  previous  to  the  sanction 
of  the  Legislature  by  the  confirmatory  act  of 
March,  1791.  Admit  the  fact,  and  there  was 
nothing  reprehensible  in  it.  It  aopears,  from  the 
first  general  instructions  to  Mr.  Short,  in  August  | 


1790,  that  the  Secretary  considered  ordinary 
charges  and  five  per  cent,  interest  as  within  the 
meaning  of  the  law.  Pursuing  this  construction, 
and  believing  it  to  be  very  important  to  the  gene- 
ral operations  of  the  Treasury,  he  drew  for  the 
money,  reserving  himself  as  to  the  final  applica- 
tion for  an  act  of  the  House  removing  the  doubt. 
The  drawing  for  the  money  was  a  mere  interme- 
diate step,  wnich  amounted  neither  to  a  breach, 
nor  to  a  fulfilment  of  the  law,  which  was  wholly 
silent  on  that  pomt.  The  application  was  the  en- 
terion  whether  the  law  had  been  fulfilled  or  not. 
If  the  Legislature  had  not  removed  the  doubt,  the 
money  would  have  been  remitted  back  for  the  fo- 
reifi;n  object,  and,  from  the  relative  price  of  public 
and  private  bills,  without  loss,  probably  with  ad- 
vantage. It  was  prudent,  in  tne  mean  time,  to 
place  It  where  it  was  likely  to  be  most  usefuL 
This  w^s  done.  It  was  indeed  remarkable  that 
ail  the  points  now  raised  as  objections  were  made 
known  m  the  report,  before  alluded  to,  of  Febru- 
ary, 1791,  as  things  done  or  intended.  No  objec- 
tion was  then  made  or  dreamed  of. 

It  has  been  asked,  Why  have  the  instructions 
not  been  produced,  if  any  existed  1  The  call  had 
been  only  for  copies  of  authorities ;  the  instruc- 
tions may  have  been  verbal.  The  Secretary,  in 
his  Report  on  Loans,  informed  the  House  "  that,^ 
"  besides  the  first  general  instructions,  the  trust 
"  reposed  in  him  was  to  be  re^^ulated  Dy  subse- 
"  quent  and  occasional  directions."  A  motive 
very  honorable  to  him  might  be  assi^ed  for  his 
not  bringing  forward  the  President's  instructions^ 
as  a  cover.  Relying  that  the  province  of  the 
House  was  to  examme  into  the  effects  of  mea- 
sures, their  conformity  to  law  and  the  public  good, 
and  that  the  necessary  Executive  instructions  were 
to  be  presumed,  the  secretary  had  evidently  cho- 
sen to  implicate  the  President  as  little  as  pos- 
sible. 

The  order  requested  the  President  to  lay  be- 
fore the  House  copies  of  the  authorities  directing 
the  application  oJr  the  moneys  borrowed.  It  was 
evident  that  the  President  construed  this  order 
into  a  call,  not  for  the  instructions  from  him  to 
the  Secretary,  but  for  the  instructions  from  the 
Secretary  to  nis  agents ;  because,  in  the  report 
made  in  pursuance  of  that  order,  the  Secretary 
presents,  by  order  of  the  President,  his  own  let- 
ters to  Messrs.  Short,  Willink,  and  Van  Stap- 
horst,  as  the  authorities  to  apply  the  proceeds  of 
the  loans.  It  followed,  theremrC}  that  the  paper 
relied  on  was  not  intended  to  be  given  as  the  only 
instruction  respecting  the  application  of  the  loan.. 
The  inference  from  it  was  consequently  errone- 
ous. The  President  could  never  conceive  that 
the  House  meant  to  call  for  his  private  instruc- 
tions from  time  to  time  imparted  to  his  immedi- 
ate agent  under  the  words  of  the  resolution.  That 
link  must  have  been  presumed.  He  therefore  di- 
rected a  transmission  of  the  authorities  from  the 
Secretary  to  his  agents. 

But  what  has  the  want  or  breach  of  instructions 
to  do  with  the  breach  of  the  law  ?  Suppose  no 
instructions  given,  or  the  instructions  not  porsuedf 
and  yet  suppose  the  law  to  have  been  completely 
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miisaed,  could  it  be  said  there  was  any  breach  of 
uw  1  Or  suppose  instructions  giyen  and  strictly 
pursued,  and  tne  law  to  have  been  departed  from, 
would  tne  adherence  to  instructions  have  justifiea 
that  departure  ?  Either  what  was  done  was  nu- 
flatory,  or  it  would  have  been  agreeable  to  law. 
To  affirm  the  contrary,  would  be  to  confound  two 
thinffs  perfectly  distinct — ^instructions  and  laws. 
The  resolution  imports  that  the  Secretary  has 
violated  the  law  of  the  4th  of  August,  1790,  by  not 

Eursuin^  the  instructions  of  the  President.  That 
LW  is  silent  as  to  instructions.  It  does  not  re- 
quire that  the  President  shall  give  instructions 
to  the  Secretary ;  nor  does  it  require  that  the  Se- 
cretary shall  be  alone  guided  by  the  instructions 
of  the  President.  It  onlv  directs  the  President 
to  cause  a  certain  sum  to  oe.  borrowed,  and  leaves 
it  to  him  to  cause  aproper  application  to  be  made 
of  the  proceeds.  The  drawing  money  into  this 
country,  with  or  without  authority,  to  apply  it  to 
the  purchase  of  the  debt,  cannot  be  deemed  a  vio- 
lation of  the  law  of  the  4th  of  August,  for  it  was 
not  loaned  under  the  authority  of  that  act  alone, 
but  under  the  joint  authority  of  the  two  acts.  If 
any  thing  is  meant  by  the  resolution,  it  ought  to 
mention  Doth  the  acts. 

To  go  further,  Mr.  S.  insisted  that  the  Secre- 
tary had,  virtute  officii,  a  legal  authority  to  apply 
the  moneys  when  borrowed,  according  to  law, 
without  instructions.  The  loans  might  nave  been 
made  in  the  United  States  as  well  as  abroad. 
Suppose  them  obtained  of  the  Bank  of  Boston, 
would  it  have  been  criminal  for  the  Secretary, 
without  instructions,  to  have  drawn  the  money  to 
the  places  where  it  would  be  most  advantageously 
invested "?  Suppose  the  loan  obtained  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  would  it  have  been  deemed 
irregular  to  have,  without  instructions,  issued  a 
warrant  to  place  them  in  the  Treasury  ?  Why 
was  it  more  irregular  or  more  criminal  to  draw 
them  from  abroad  as  a  preliminary  step? 

The  moment  the  foreign  loans  were  negotiated, 
and  the  moneys  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Secre- 
tary's agents  abroad,  from  that  moment  they  be- 
came as  much  under  his  control  and  superintend- 
ence, subject  to  legal  appropriation,  as  any  moneys 
in  the  Treasury.  It  was  not  necessary,  to  estab- 
lish this  position,  that  the  subject  of  foreign  loans 
should  have  been  specially  mentioned  in  the  con- 
stitution of  the  Treasury  Department.  Many 
things  resulted  collaterally  from  the  general  struc- 
ture of  an  institution  which  were  not  expressed 
in  it 

He  did  not,  however,  intend  that  the  doctrine 
here  advanced  should  touch  the  question  as  to 
what  official  propriety  might  have  required  be- 
tween the  Chief  Magistrate  and  the  Secretary. 
It  was  the  point  of  leeidity  only  which  he  meant 
to  examine.  In  all  Executive  functions  relating 
to  the  finances^  the  Secretary  must  be  considered 
as  the  agent  ol  the  President,  and  the  Legisla- 
ture must  take  it  for  granted,  where  the  contrary 
is  not  manifest,  that  the  relation  has  been  properly 
attended  to.  Justice  to  both  characters  dictated 
the  presumption. 
It  clearly  resulted  from  these  remarks — 


1st.  That  there  was  no  ground  to  infer  either 
want  of  instruction,  or  breach  of  instruction ;  but 
directly  the  reverse. 

2dly.  It  as  clearly  resulted,  that,  if  there  was,  it 
would  not  follow  that  there  had  oeen  a  violation 
of  law. 

Having  gone  through  this  resolution,  Mr.  S. 
observed,  t&t,  if  there  was  as  little  of  criminality 
in  the  subsequent  charges  as  in  that  which  he  had 
iust  discussea — and  from  an  attentive  examination 
he  sincerely  believed  it — he  was  satisfied  that,  not-^ 
withstanding  all  the  severe  animadversions  with- 
in, and  all  the  virulent  calumny  without,  the  walls 
of  Congress,  the  conduct  of  the  Secretary  would 
come  forth  chaste  and  unblemished.  Instead  of 
anything  being  detected  which  would  disgrace 
Pandemonium,  nothing  could  be  chargeaue  to 
him  which  would  sully  the  purest  angel  in  Hea- 
ven. Whatever  difierence  of  opinion  might  ex- 
ist as  to  the  wisdom  and  benefit  of  his  measures, 
he  was  confident  in  saying,  that  in  every  thing 
the  Secretary  had  done,  he  had  been  guided  by 
principles  honorable  and  patriotic,  and  he  trusted 
that  a  very  great  majority  of  the  Committee 
would,  by  their  votes,  evince  the  same  sentiment. 
The  sword  of  justice,  it  was  said,  ought  at  times 
to  be  taken  from  its  scabbard  to  keep  great  public 
functionaries  within  the  pale  of  the  law;  but  it 
should  be  remembered  that  if  Justice  had  its  sword 
to  punish  the  guilty,  it  had  likewise  its  shield  to 
protect  the  innocent.  If  the  Secretary  had  com- 
mitted a  wanton  violation  of  law,  let  the  sword  be 
drawn  forth  for  his  punishment ;  but  if  he  has  pur- 
sued the  dictates  ofan  enlightened  patriotism,  the 
Committee  were  called  upon  to  raise  the  shield 
for  the  defence  of  a  faithful  officer. 

Mr.  FiNDLET  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman :  Being  strongly  impressed  with 
the  importance  of  our  time,  wmch  is  now  so  near 
an  end^  though  I  had  the  honor  of  seconding  the 
resolutions,  1  took  no  part  in  the  delmtes  of  yes- 
terday ;  nor  will  I  now  detain  you  with  replies  to 
many  of  the  arguments  which  have  been  offered 
against  the  resolution  now  under  discussion. 

Upon  one  argument  frequently  introduced  by 
the  gentleman  last  up,  viz :  the  greatness  of  the 
Secretary's  character,  dtc,  I  will  only  make  a  sin- 
gle remark.  There  is  no  character  officially 
Known  in  Executive  Departments  of  this  Go- 
vernment, who  merits  pre-eminence,  or  to  whom 
a  de^ee  of  ^eatness  can  be  ascribed,  but  in  pro- 
portion to  his  prompt  execution  of  the  laws,  and 
the  attention  with  which  he  discharges  the  auties 
of  his  office.  From  this  rule,  the  President  him- 
self is  not  exempted,  much  less  a  subordinate  Se- 
cretary, whose  appointment  is  during  pleasure, 
and  the  duties  assigned  him  of  a  changeable  and 
temporary  nature.  But  to  come  to  the  resolution 
before  us.  The  first  questions  that  offer  them- 
selves, are :  Was  the  money  in  question  appropria- 
ted to  special  and  distinct  purposes  ?  Did  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  apply  the  money  to  other 
uses  tnan  the  law  directea  ? 

In  answer  to  the  first,  it  is  only  necessary  to 
advert  to  the  law  authorizing  the  loans.  The  law 
authorizing  the  twelve  million  loan,  appropriates 
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whatever  amount  may  be  borrowed  solely  to  the 
Myment  of  debts  then  due  to  France  and  Holland. 
The  law  authorizing  the  two  million  loan  directs 
the  ai^licatton  thereof  to  the  redemption  of  the 
Domestic  Debt,  in  aid  of  about dollars,  aris- 
ing from  the  revenues  previous  to  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, — .    These  appropriations  are  precise,  dis- 
tinct, and  unconditional.    With  respect  to  the 
uses,  no  room  was  left  for  the  exercise  of  discre- 
tion.   The  will  of  the  Legislature  was  express 
and  clearly  defined ;  it  left  no  room  for  evasion, 
nor  any  excuse  for  mistake  \  nor  did  the  Prssi- 
DBNT  transfer  to  the  Secretary  any  other  author- 
ity or  instructions  than  what  the  law  expressed. 
But  the  gentleman  fVom  South  Carolina  says, 
that  the  presumption  is,  that  the  President  aid 
give  other  instructions  than  he  has  communica- 
te ;  that,  in  this  case,  presumption  should  be  ad- 
mitted as  conclusive  testimony,  and  that  neither 
the  Secretary  nor  the  Frbsident  is  obliged  to 
communicate  the  instructions  or  authority  to  us. 
The  gentleman  is  a  lawyer :  I  will  appeal  to  him- 
self; I  will  appeal  to  all  the  professional  mem- 
bers on  the  floor,  whether  presumptions  can  be 
admitted  as  proof,  where,  in  the  nature  of  the 
case,  positivetestimony  can  be  procured.    Surely, 
in  Courts  of  Justice,  positive  testimony  is  always 
required,  and  presumptive  is  rarely  admitted ;  but 
ia  this  case,  the  presumptive  is  by  the  gentleman 
set  in  opposition  to  the  positive.    However,  this 
is  not  the  case  in  fact.    The  Prbsidbn t  did  give 
commission  and  instructions,  and  those  are  rally 
comimunicated  to  us.    If  he  conceived  we  had  no 
riffht  to  demand  them,  he  would  have  told  us  so ; 
if  lie  had  kept  any  part  of  them  back,  he  would 
have  informed  us,  and  assigned  his  reasons  for 
doinff  so.    I  presume  that  the  FRBsiDBifT  has 
acted  the  part  of  a  candid,  honest  man ;  the  gen- 
tleman presumes  the  reverse.     The  suggestion 
that  this  House,  which  has  the  exclusive  right  of 
originating  the  appropriation  of  money,  has  no 
right  to  be  informed  or  the  application  oi  it,  is  so 
novel  and  extraordinary,  so  inconsistent  with  every 
idea  of  propriety  and  good  Government,  that  it 
reouires  no  reply. 

l>id  the  Secretary  apply  the  money  borrowed 
in  Europe  agreeably  to  the  legal  aj^opriations 
and  the  mstructions  of  the  President  ?    No,  he 
did  not ;  though  some  of  the  gentlemen  do  not  ac- 
knowledge this,  yet  the  Secretary  has  clearly  ac- 
knowledged it  Aiinself,  and  has  filled  his  Reports 
with  labored  and  ingenious  apologies  for  so  doing. 
He  has  su^ested  a  variety  of  motives,  and  taken 
infinite  pams  to  charm  us  with  the  mighty  public 
advanti^s  resulting  from  his  doinff  so.    He  ac- 
knowledges combining  the  loans,  and  directing  the 
application  of  them,  m  the  very  ofiuset,  in  a  way 
contrary  to  law ;  he  acknowledges  having  drawn 
to  this  country,  and  applied  in  £urope,  to  uses  for 
which   other    moneys  were  appropriated,  near 
$3,000,000.    Out  of  this  he  has  paid  upwards  of 
$400,000  of  the  French  debt,  to  St  Domingo.    I 
do  not  complain  of  paying  the  interest  due  in  Eu- 
rope out  of  the  money  drawn  here.    The  gentle- 
men apply  the  force  of  their  arffuments,  with 


part  of  the  Secretary's  conduct,  as  if  a^nst  ^m 
only  the  charge  in  the  resolution  lay.  But  we  do 
not  object  to  applying  that  money  in  Holland, 
which  ouffht  to  nave  been  brought  here,  if  the 
money  wnich,  according  to  the  appropriation, 
should  have  gone  to  Holland,  had  been  put  to  the 
use  here  for  which  the  other  was  intended.  A 
simple  exchange  of  money  for  the  purposes  of 
conveniency  or  economy,  is  properly  one  of  those 
cases  to  which  Ministerial  discretion  may  safely 
be  extended ;  but  the  question  before  us  is,  the 
money  has  not  been  replaced.  The  amount  <^ 
money  has  not  been  applied  to  the  uses  intended ; 
consequently,  the  appropriation  has  been  disre- 
garded. It  is  acknowledged  that  though  there 
were  upwards  of  $1,300,!000  of  the  Domestic  Sink* 
ing  Fund,  and  upwards  of  $2,800,000  drawn  from 
EUirope,  besides  the  moneys  applied  to  the  relief 
of  St.  Domingo ;  ai)d  yet,  when  these  inquiries 
began,  there  was  not  $1,000,000  applied  to  the  re- 
demption of  the  Public  Dc^,  and  even  yet  the 
whole  of  the  domestic  appropriation  has  not  been 
applied  to  the  Sinkinj^  Fund,  notwithstanding 
that  the  Public  Debt  is  now,  and  has  for  some 
time  been  under  par.  We  have  it  on  record  that 
the  Secretary  never  informed  the  Commissioner? 
of  the  drafts  he  made  on  Europe,  although  the 
fund  was  exclusively  to  be  at  their  disposaT 

However,  I  will  not  detamthe  Committee  with 
minute  calculations.  They  are  not  necessary; 
the  Secretary  has  acknowledged  that  he  drew 
more  money  from  Europe  than  the  law  author- 
ized him  to  do ;  that  he  was  influenced  to  do  so 
by  motives  not  contemplated  in  the  law,  and  had 
either  applied  it^  or  drew  it  from  Europe  with  the 
design  of^  applying  it  to  uses  not  authorized^  and 
that  he  has  oroken  in  upon  the  fund  appropriated 
to  the  discharge  of  the  French  debt. 

Indeed,  the  delay  of  information,  the  receiving 
it  by  piecemeal,  the  abundance  oi  reasoning  and 
apologies,  when  only  simple  and  plain  statements 
were  required,  renders  a  scrutiny  of  all  his  calcu- 
lations a  work  of  time  and  lafaiir.  Therefore.  I 
have  contented  myself  wi^  the  facts  vrhich  tne 
Secretary  acknowledfi^  and  vindicates  on  the 
questionable  ground  o?  poUcy.  It  remains  to  be 
inquired,  had  the  Secretary  a  right  to  depart  from 
the  directions  of  the  law  m  the  execution  of  it? 
Could  he,  without  a  violation  of  the  law,  divert 
the  money  from  its  appropriate  uses,  to  purposes 
forei^  to  the  intention  of  the  Legislature  ?  He 
certainly  could  not. 

The  application  of  appropriations  is  the  most 
sacred  and  important  trust  the  Legislature  can 
confer.  If  they  may  be  made  to  bend  to  the  will 
or  projecting  policy  of  a  Financier,  there  is  an 
end  or  all  security  and  confldence.  When  the 
Legislature  makes  an  apprq[)riation  of  a  general 
fUnd  to  a  variety  of  uses,  as  has  been  done  with 
respect  to  the  impost,  tonnage,  excise,  ^.,  there 
is  necessarily  a  considerate  degree  of  discretion 
left  with  the  Executive,  as  fvr  as  respects  prefer- 
ence to  one  or  the  other  of  the  appropriate  uses. 
But  where  the  money  is  appropriated  solely  to  a 
special  purpose,  as  in  the  case  of  the  loans,  he 
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oyer  the  apjnropTiation.  There  is  ample  room  for 
discretion  m  many  material  circumstances  re- 
speciiog  them,  such  as  the  terms  of  contract,  the 
t«ne  of  drawingj  the  agents  employed,  Sec,,  hut  to 
assume  or  exercise  the  power  of  changing  the  ap^ 
propriation  is  assuming  a  power  to  repeal  the  law 
Itself  in  its  most  essential  authority ;  it  is  assum- 
ing that  power  of  dispensing  with  the  laws  which 
produced  the  late  revolution  in  Britain.  If  the 
will  of  the  Minister  may  control  and  give  another 
direction  to  the  will  of  the  Legislature,  the  Sove- 
reign Legislative  authority  is  transferred  from  the 
Representative  of  the  people  to  the  temporary 
Minister.  If  we  admit  that  the  Ministerial  agent 
is  not  responsible  for  his  conduct,  nor  subject  to 
oensure,  because  he  is  appointed,  and  in  this  in- 
stance authorized  by  the  PRESinENT  we  will  in- 
troduce the  lonfif-exploded  doctrine  of  Charles  I.  of 
Britain,  which  brought  ruin  on  the  King  and  the 
Government.  However,  there  is  an  essential  dif- 
ference, for  in  the  case  before  us,  the  authority 
and  instructions  given  by  the  pRESinENT  were 
agreeably  to  the  law,  but  the  conduct  of  the  Min- 
ister was  contrary  to  both.  If,  a^  I  have  said,  the 
application  of  money  to  its  appropriated  uses,  is 
the  most  sacred  ana  important  trust  which  the 
Legislature  can  confer ;  if  the  person  who  can  ap- 
ply the  money  to  what  use  he  pleases,  may,  by 
that  means,  command  all  the  influence  and  all  the 
force  of  the  GJovernment.  I  conclude  that  betraying 
the  important  trust  partakes  of  the  nature  of  treason. 
The  question  before  us  is,  not  whether  the  Se- 
cretary has  applied  the  money  to  a  good  or  to  a  bad 
use?  Whether  he  has,  by  departing  firom  the 
legal  appropriation,  supported  public  credit  better, 
or  made  a  more  convenient  accommodation  to 
what  he  or  his  friend  may  suppose  to  be  the  na- 
tional interests.  Neither  the  Constitution  nor  the 
laws  have  constituted  him  the  jud^e  of  the  na- 
tional interests,  nor  submitted  it  to  his  wisdom  to 
prescribe  the  degree  of  public  credit  which  the 
nation  oujght  to  possess.  The  public  credit  and 
other  national  interests  ought  to  be  no  other  than 
the  Legislature  wills  them  to  be,  and  ought  only 
to  be  supported  by  the  means,  and  in  the  manner 
thereby  prescribed.  This  is  tne  voice  of  the  Con- 
stitution, the  voice  of  the  law,  and  the  voice  of 
reason.  The  Presiuent  and  botb  branches  of  the 
Legislature  being  the  real,  as  well  as  the  le^l 
Representatives  of  the  people,  it  is  reasonable 
that  they  should  be  the  sole  judges  of  their  inter- 
ests. When  this  House  repeatedly  called  for  in- 
formation from  the  Secretary,  they  did  not  call 
for  political  essays  nor  labored  apologies;  they 
did  not  constitute  him  the  judge  for,  nor  the  in- 
structer  of  the  Legislature;  they  cared  nothing 
about  his  variety  of  motives^  nor  nis  extensive  and 
self-important  plans.  These  he  might  have  re- 
ferred to  embellish  a  system  of  finance,  when  he 
would  again  be  called  upon  to  report  one  to  the 
House.  They  only  required  an  account  of  hb 
stewardship.  It  was  time  enough  to  make  apolo- 
gies when  he  was  blamed;  prefacing  his  statements 
with  apologies,  and  being  irritated  at  inquiries, 
and  artfully  evading  so  many  calls  fbr  informa- 
tion, discovered  a  consciousness  of  blame. 


However,  I  will  admit  that  an  Executive  offi- 
cer, pressed  by  some  urgent  and  unexpected  ne- 
cessity, may  be  induced  to  depart  from  the  author- 
ized path  of  duty^  and  have  great  merit  in  so  do- 
ing. This  may  Be  the  case  with  the  General  of 
an  army  or  the  Admiral  of  a  fleet,  and,  though 
more  rarely,  even  with  a  Financier.  But  in  such 
emergency,  the  officer  so  acting  will  embrace  the 
earliest  opportunity  to  explain  the  matter  and  ob- 
tain a  justification,  whilst  the  recent  feelings  aris- 
ing fVom  the  occasion  advocates  his  cause  in  the 
puoUc  mind. 

Has  the  Secretary  done  so  in  the  present  in- 
stance ?  No :  his  conduct  has  been  the  very  re- 
verse. Notwithstanding  repeated  and  explicit 
calls,  both  at  the  last  session  and  the  present,  the 
extent  of  these  transactions  was  concealed.  A 
bill  passed  this  House  authorizing  another  loan  of 
$800,000 ;  a  second  bill  was  ur^d  in  an  unprece- 
dented manner,  for  a  loan  of^  $2,000,000 ;  and, 
though  this  was  a  favorite  bill  with  the  Minister, 
the  very  inquiry  after  this  information  inducea 
his  friends  to  shrink  from  the  matter,  and  desert 
the  object  about  which  they  had  discovered  so 
much  solicitude.  But  when  the  disclosure  iB 
made,  does  there  appear  any  urgent  \iecessity  to 
justify  this  measure?  No;  there  was  none  ex- 
cept what  existed  to  the  unauthorized  plans  of  the 
Financier.  He  informs  us  that  he  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  have  always  $500,000  or  $600,000  at 
his  command.  I  ask  what  law  authorized  him  to 
think  so  ?  Did  the  Legislature  judge  this  neces- 
sary ?  No.  Did  he  ever  state  the  necessity  to. 
the  Legislature,  and  recommend  such  a  provision  t 
No,  he  did  not ;  and  we  know  he  has  never  been 
backward  in  recommending  Revenue  Systems, 
nor  in  contriving  uses  for  revenue.  Supposing  a 
sudden  necessity  for  money,  arising  from  a  disap- 
pointment of  some  remittance,  where  was  the 
boasted  aid  of  the  Bank,  whicn  was  to  have  ad- 
ministered aid  in  all  sudden  emergencies  1  Could 
not  bills  have  been  sold  for  cash  when  the  neces- 
sity pressed?  Or  could  not  a  temporary  Loan 
have  heen  procured  from  any  of  the  bainks  ?  Cer- 
tainly they  could.  Loans  were  obtained  at  the 
Bank  when  no  necessity  required  such  aid,  and 
when  the  public  money,  to  a  much^eater  amount, 
was  deposited  with  the  Bank.  In  short,  no  i^- 
cessity  of  State,  for  purposes  authorized  by  the 
Legislature,  existed.  If  there  was  a  necessity  at 
all,  it  must  have  arisen  from  another  quarter — 
most  probably  from  the  Bank  itself  and  its 
branches.  A  key  to  this  suAsrestion  may  be  disco- 
vered from  a  comparison  of  arawing  at  the  times, 
and  the  situation  of  the  Bank  at  such  times? 
[Here  Mr.  Finoley  was  called  to  order,  upon  the 
ground  of  his  arguments  not  being  confined  to  the 
resolution  before  the  Committee.]  He  alleged 
his  arguments  applied  strictly  to  the  charge  of 
violatinfi^  the  law  contained  in  the  resolution ;  but 
as  a  further  opportunity  of  applying  the  arguments 
arising  from  necessity  and  discretion  would  be 
given  when  a  subsequent  resolution  was  brought 
before  the  Committee,  he  would  pass  it  now,  and 
conclude  with  a  very  few  remarks.  He  said  the 
exercise  of  the  power  assumed  by  the  Secretary, 
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was  inconsistent  with  that  pablic  confidence  upon 
which  the  Government  alone  was  founded ;  that 
it  was  inconsistent  with  public  safety  and  a  Qo- 
yemment  of  laws ;  that  the  Secretary  seemed  to 
take  the  whole  Goremment  upon  his  shoulders, 
and  to  consider  all  the  great  interests  thereof  to 
be  committed  to  his  providence.  His  reports 
spoke  the  language  of  a  Frederick  of  Prussia,  or 
some  other  despotic  Prince,  who  had  all  the  poli- 
tical powers  vested  in  himself— not  the  langua^ 
of  a  dependent  Secretary,  under  a  free  and  well- 
ordered  Gk)vemment. 

Mr.  Giles  rose. — He  was  sensible  that  he  stood 
in  a  peculiarly  delicate  situation,  in  which  nothing 
short  of  the  public  ffood  could  nave  induced  him 
to  place  himself.  If  a  public  and  highly  respon- 
sible officer  had  violated  the  laws,  it  was  necessa- 
ry that  he  should  be  called  to  an  account  for  it ; 
and  to  determine  whether  in  the  instances  before 
the  House^  he  had  been  guilty  of  that  violation,  it 
is  neces^ry  to  compare  the  testimony  with  the 
hcts  allied  in  the  resolutions  before  the  Com- 
mittee. He  first  adverted  to  the  law  authorizing 
the  Presioent  of  the  United  States  to  borrow 
twelve  millions  of  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  pay- 
ing the  foreign  debt.  On  this,  he  remarked  that 
the  authority  of  borrowing  was  expressly  given  to 
the  President,  no  doubt,  with  an  eve  to  the  per- 
sonal virtues  or  the  character  who  fills  that  office; 
the  loan  is  also  directed  to  be  made  solely  for  the 
purpose  of  paying  the  Public  Debt.  Here  he  re- 
marked, that  in  every  appropriation  law,  the  appro- 
priation is  alviravs  empnaticallv  mentioned,  which 
18  an  evidence  that  the  Legislature  intend  to  re- 
main the  sole  ju(kres  of  the  applications  of  money. 
He  read  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, who  was  employed  by  the  President  to 
negotiate  this  loan,  to  Mr.  Short,  the  Secretary's 
Foreign  agent  for  this  purpose,  dated  the  9th  of 
Blay,  1791,  in  which  the  Secretary  informs  Mr. 
Short,  that  one  million  and  a  half  of  the  money 
he  had  obtained  on  loan,  v^as  destined  for  France; 
of  which  sum  he  v^as  authorized  to  apply  imme- 
diately one  million,  but  to  reserve  eight  nundred 
thousand  florins  to  answer  such  subs^uent  direc- 
tions as  he  should  receive  from  the  President.  He 
cited  this  passage  to  show  that  the  million  and  a  half 
which  had  been  obtained  on  loan,  was  destined 
for  France. 

To  remove  anv  doubt  that  might  remain  upon 
this  head,  he  referred  to  a  preceding  letter  from 
the  Secretary  to  Mr.  Short,  dated  the  13th  of 
April,  in  which  it  is  also  expressly  said,  that  of 
the  two  millions  borrowed,  one  million  and  a  half 
is  intended  for  France,  the  remaining  half  million 
to  wait  for  fhrther  directions.  Having  established 
diis  point,  he  adverted  to  the  resolution  before  the 
Committee,  which  says,  that  he  applied  a  portion 
of  the  principal  borrowed  to  the  payment  of  the 
interest  falling  due  upon  that  pnncipaL  without 
bein^  authorized  so  to  do  by  anv  law.  To  show 
this,  he  referred  to  a  report  of  the  3d  of  January, 
containmf  sundry  statements  respecting  foreign 
loans.  That  part  of  the  Report  to  which  he  al- 
luded in  proof^of  the  fact,  stated  in  general  terms, 
a  sum  paid  on  account  of  foreign  loans,  and  this 


sum  was  taken  from  the  principal  borrowed,  and 
amounted  to  1,833^189  florins.  If  his  statement 
was  accurate,  the  fact  he  wished  to  establish  was 

E roved.  He  wanted  more  light,  he  confessed,  than 
e  could  collect  from  the  Secretary's  official  com- 
munications. He  should  not  ^  mto  the  exami- 
nation of  what  circumstances  might  have  induced 
the  Secretary  to  deviate  from  the  positive  injunc- 
tions of  the  law,  or  to  make  any  remarks  upon  his 
conduct,  until  he  had  heard  what  gentlemen  would 
say  to  controvert  the  fact  he  wished  to  establish. 

Another  fact  of  consequence  he  wished  to  prove, 
viz:  that  part  of  the  money  obtained  on  loan  in 
Europe  had  been  drawn  over,  though  not  wanted 
here  tor  any  public  purpose.  This  appeared  from 
other  papers.  He  turned  to  the  instructions  frona 
the  President  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
authorizing  him  to  borrow  $l4000,000,  in  which 
the  Secretary  is  cautiotied  to  keep  in  view  the  two 
several  acts  authorizing  the  loans,  and  the  distinct 
conditions  they  contemplate.  By  the  instructions 
of  the  President,  the  Secretary  is  authorized  to 
apphr  the  moneys.  In  the  executiim  of  the  trust 
confided  to  him,  the  President  generally  directs 
him  to  employ  Mr.  Short  to  negotiate  the  loans, 
to  borrow  m  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  acts, 
and  to  discharge  immediately  the  arrears  of  inte- 
rest due  to  the  French,  to  wnich  purpose  and  to 
the  complete  payment  of  that  debt  the  twelve 
million  loan  vnis  altogether  appropriated.  If  this 
money,  then,  was  shown  to  have  been  drawn  here, 
it  was  neither  warranted  by  law  nor  by  the  Pre- 
sident's instructions.  The  Secretary  did  begin 
to  draw  as  early  as  1790,  and  had  continued  to 
draw  from  time  to  time,  till  17^  without  giving 
notice  of  this  to  the  Legislature.  Having  shown 
that  the  Secretary  had  drawn  without  authority 
to  draw,  he  next  proceeded  to  consider  the  purpose 
of  those  drafts. 

The  money  thus  drawn  for  was  not,  he  stated, 
applied  to  the  purchase  of  the  Public  Debt.  No 
money  obtained  from  foreign  loans  was  thus  ap- 
plied until  this  year ;  the  domestic  resources  ap- 
propriated to  this  object  were  never  exhausted. 
These  were  the  facts  mvolved  in  the  first  resolu- 
tion, which  he  wished  to  establi^.  Before  he 
proceeded  further  into  the  discussion,  he  wished 
to  hear  what  jgentlemen  had  to  say  to  controvert 
them.  He  wished  to  see  justice  dime  in  the  mat- 
ter before  the  House ;  he  wished  justice,  also,  to 
be  tempered  with  moderation  ana  mercy;  and  if 
gentlemen  could  show  the  necessity  for  deviations 
from  positive  law.  which  he  had  endeavored  to 
point  out,  it  woula  exonerate  the  Secretary  from 
a  very  eieat  share  of  blame. 

Mr.  Barnwell  called  for  the  reading  of  certain 
parts  of  the  two  acts  authorizing  the  loans.  One, 
of  the  4th  of  August,  authwizes  a  loan  of  $12,000- 
000,  to  be  obtained  without  Umitation  as  to  the 
interest,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  Foreign  debt; 
the  other  is  of  the  12th  of  August,  for  $2,000,000. 
the  interest  to  be  not  more  than  five  per  cent,  and 
for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the  Domestic  deot 

Mr.  Sedgwick,  to  disprove  that  the  drafts  al- 
luded to  had  been  made  without  the  knowledge 
of  the  Legislature,  ^lled  for  the  reading  o^  the 
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Prbsi  dent's  Speech  to  both  Hoases  on  the  8th 
of  December,  1790,  and  a  subsequent  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  same  point. 
By  this,  it  appeared  that  the  power  of  borrowing 
haying  been  exercised  under  the  joint  authority 
of  the  two  acts,  the  Secretary  states  a  difficulty 
that  had  occurred  to  him  on  the  subject  of  the  drafts 
alluded  to.  The  money  having  faieen  obtained  on 
an  interest  office  per  cent.,  exclusive  of  douceurs, 
he  wished  the  Legislature  to  determine  whether  it 
might  strictly  be  considered  as  borrowed  under 
the  second  act^  which  limited  the  interest  at  five 
per  cent.  This  was  sufficient,  he  conceived,  to 
show  that  the  Legislature  were  not  ignorant  of 
those  drafts,  and  an  act  was  passed  solving  the 
Secretary's  doubt,  and  sanctioning  his  construc- 
tion of  the  law. 

Mr.  Giles  remarked,  that  he  had  drawn  before 
that  sanction  was  obtained. 

Mr.  FiTZSiMONS  observed,  ou  the  first  charge  in 
the  resolution,  that,  as  the  interest  of  the  money 
borrowed  in  Europje  is  payable  where  borrowed, 
it  was  economical  in  the  Secretary  to  pay  that 
interest  with  moneys  there,  which  were  to  be 
drawn  here,  and  replace  the  sum  by  taking  the 
amount  from  the  funds  here  destined  for  that  pay- 
ment. A  financial  operation  of  this  nature  is  sim- 
ple, and  saves  the  trouble  of  drawing  with  one 
hand  and  remitting  with  the  other.  He  conceived 
there  was  no  just  foundation  for  the  first  char^. 

Mr.  Laurance  said,  that  when  the  resolutions 
calling  for  information  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment were  first  brought  forward,  the  public  mind 
was  impressed  with  an  idea  that  there  were  mo- 
neys unaccounted  for.  This  charge  is  now  drop- 
ped, and  it  is  honorable  to  the  omcer  concerned 
that,  after  much  probing,  nothings  is  found  to  sup- 
port it.  The  inquiry  now  is,  whether  a  debt  was 
paid  out  of  this  or  that  fund.  He  did  not  admit  the 
fact,  that  it  was  paid  out  of  any  other  moneys  than 
what  law  strictly  warranted.  He  went  into  a  his- 
tory of  the  subject  from  its  origin.  He  stated  the 
nature  and  purposes  of  the  loans.  There  was  no- 
thing to  prevent  the  President  from  consolidat- 
ing the  two  loans,  fnrovided  such  an  arrangement 
did  not  interfere  with  the  purposes  intended  by 
them.  The  President  emj^oyed  the  Secretary 
to  obtain  the  loans  under  the  joint  autaority  of 
both  acts,  as  it  was  found  that  the  object  could 
best  be  carried  into  efiiect  by  such  an  arrangement. 
The  money  thus  borrowed  became  subject  to  the 
appropriations  of  both  acts,  and  not  exclusively 
for  the  payment  of  the  Foreign  debt.  Then,  as 
part  of  that  money  was  subject  to  be  drawn  here 
for  the  redemption  of  the  Domestic  debt,  and  the 
interest  of  the  Joan  was  to  be  paid  with  Domestic 
fimds,  it  was  perfectly  reasonable  to  avoid  further 
drafts  and  remittances  to  p^ay  the  debt  there  with 
money  there,  and  replace  it  here  with  money  al- 
ready here.  The  fact  stated  in  the  first  part  of 
the  resolution  is,  by  this  plain  statement  of  the 
case,  substantially  refuted,  and  appears  alto^ther 
unfounded ;  but  if  the  fact  is  proved^  what  is  im- 
^ed?  No  injury  to  the  interests  of  the  commu- 
nity; the  intention  of  the  Legislature  has  been  in 
every  point  fulfilled.    If  the  Secretary  had  acted 


differently,  he  would  have  been  guilty  of  an  ab- 
surdity, and  to  blame  for  sacrificing  the  public  in- 
terest and  neglecting  the  spirit  of  a  law  for  a  strict 
and  unprofitable  observance  of  its  letter. 

Mr.  Sedgwick,  by  adverting  to  the  Speech  of 
the  President  and  Report  of  the  Secretary,  had 
shown  that  the  Legislature  had  been  maae  ac- 
quainted with  thedruts,and  sanctioned  future  ones 
on  the  same  principles.  The  latter  part  of  the  first 
resolution  criminates  the  Secretary  for  making 
them  without  instructions  from  the  President. 
Even  if  this  was  the  c€ise,  he  did  not  Imow  whe- 
ther this  was  really  reprehensible.  He  defended 
it  on  the  ground,  that  tne  Secretary  is  the  officer 
appointed^by  law  to  superintend  the  finances  and 
apply  all  moneys  agreeably  to  appropriations.  He 
took  a  view  of  the  subject,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Lau- 
rance, and  concluded  by  asking,  whether,  if  the 
Secretary  was  found,  on  a  critical  examination,  to 
have  deviated  in  a  trifle  from  the  letter  of  the  law, 
such  a  deviation  was  sufficient  to  warrant  the 
alarm's  being  sounded  from  St  Croix  to  St  Ma- 
ry's, and  whether  the  precious  time  of  the  House, 
at  tne  close  of  the  session,  with  a  vast  variety  of 
business  on  their  hands,  should  be  taken  up  in  so 
unprofitable  and  frivolous  an  investigation? 

Mr.  Giles  said,  the  transaction  alluded  to  by 
the  gentlemen  to  controvert  the  fact  laid  down  in 
the  first  part  of  the  resolution  before  the  Commit- 
tee was  not  immaterial,  as  they  had  endeavored 
to  show  it.  It  was  not  merely  a  financial  opera- 
tion to  avoid  the  necessity  of  drawing  and  remit- 
ting. The  truth  was,  that  the  Secretary  had  drawn 
over  nearly  $3:000,000.  The  President's  au- 
thority was  limited  to  $2,000,000. 

Mr.  Laurance  wus  of  opinion,  that  if  the  Pre- 
sident, or  his  agent,  had  drawn  tne  whole  amount 
of  the  money  obtained  under  both  loans,  he  could 
not  be  said  to  have  fi^ne  beyond  his  author- 
ity. He  was  authorized  to  borrow  $12,000,000  to 
pay  the  arrears  on  the  Foreign  debt,  and  to  modify 
the  whole.  In  the  execution  of  this  trust,  he  might 
have  found  it  advisable  to  draw  to  the  country  the 
whole  of  that  sum.  It  had  been  found  advisable 
to  draw  for  part,  and  to  pay  the  French  by  ship- 
ping produce  to  St.  Doming.  If  the  money  ex- 
pended for  supplies  to  St.  Domingo  is  deducted, 
the  balance  will  be  found  less  than  $2,000,000. 

Mr.  L.  contended,  that  the  interest  of  the  mo- 
neys borrowed  was  not  paid  out  of  the  principal 
of  the  loan,  as  set  fortn  in  the  first  charge  of 
the  resolution  before  the  Committee.  If  gentle- 
men would  attend  to  the  history  of  the  transaction, 
they  would  find  this  strictly  true.  This  interest 
was  paid  out  of  the  moneys  borrowed  for  the  re- 
duction of  the  Public  Debt,  and  not  out  of  those 
intended  to  pay  the  French,  and  the  funds  appro- 
priated for  the  payment  of  that  interest  were  here 
to  replace  the  former  and  be  applied  as  those  were 
appropriated.  He  referred  to  the  President's 
opeecnes  at  the  commencement  of  the  two  last 
sessions,  to  show  that  the  loan  was  obtained  under 
the  joint  authority  of  both  acts ;  and  adverted  to 
the  act  of  Congress,  in  consequence  of  a  doubt 
suggested  by  the  Secretary,  explaining  that  the 
moneys  first  obtained  might  be  considered  as  bor- 
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rowed  under  the  act  authorizing  the  two  million 
loan.  Having  shown  the  first  charge  in  the 
resolution  to  be  unfounded,  he  turned  to  the 
second. 

The  Secretary  is  accused  of  drawing  moneys  to 
this  country  without  instructions.  In  this  tran- 
saction, the  President  must  be  considered  as  the 
princifm,  and  the  Secretary  the  agent,  or  the  Se*- 
cretary  must  be  looked  upon  as  the  principal.  If 
the  President  is  the  principal,  and  he  be  author- 
ized to  obtain  the  loans,  as  soon  as  the  money  is 
obtained  it  naturally  falls  under  the  direction  of 
the  financier ;  but  it  it  be  contended  that  the  Prb- 
siDENT  was  to  haye  applied  the  moneys  as  well  as 
to  borrow  them,  then  we  haye  nothing  to  do  with 
the  agent ;  that  a^ent  is  accountable  to  his  princi- 
pal, and  as  this  principal  is  not  called  to  an  account 
by  the  Legislature  for  any  improper  exercise  of 
discretion^  he  must  be  considered  as  having  acted 
strictly  within  the  law.  If  the  Secretary  is  con- 
sidered as  the  principal  (and  by  a  strict  attention 
to  the  law,  he  believed,  it  would  be  found  so,  for 
the  President  is  by  it  authorized  to  borrow,  and 
it  is  not  expressed  who  shall  apply  the  money) 
then  it  was  not  one  of  the  duties  of  the  Secretary 
to  procure  the  instructions  of  the  President,  be- 
ing the  principal,  and  consequently  bavins^  the 
direction  of  the  money  borrowed,  he  is  made  the 
judge  ot  the  time  of  arawing,  to  fulfil  the  inten- 
tion of  the  law.  Was  the  money,  he  asked,  to 
have  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  banker  in  Eu- 
rope? Since  it  was  borrowed  for  the  purchase  of 
the  Public  Debt,  the  sooner  it  was  drawn  over  the 
better,  and  the  Secretary  having  the  direction  of 
those  moneys,  could  do  it  without  consulting  the 
President.  He  proceeded  to  show,  however,  that 
the  Secretary  had  by  no  means  acted  entirely 
without  regard  to  the  President's  instructions. 
His  letter  to  Mr.  Shorty  which  had  been  read,  ex- 
pressly says,  that  he  is  waiting  for  instructions 
from  the  President,  and  the  only  instructions 
brought  forward  clearljr  shows,  that  he  did  not  act 
without  them.  On  tms  occasion  it  was  not  ne- 
cessary, he  conceived,  that  all  theprivate commu- 
nications between  those  two  officers  should  be 
brought  forward ;  indeed  many  of  the  instructions 
might  have  been  verbal,  and  of  a  private  nature. 
Another  proof  lies  before  the  Committee,  to  show 
that  the  Secretary  did  not  act  independent  of  in- 
structions. A  Report  of  the  Secretary  mentions 
that  some  matters  relative  to  the  loans  were  un- 
der consideration  of  the  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  This  document,  the  gentlemen  were 
in  possession  of  when  they  framed  the  resolutions; 
ana  it,  in  his  opinion,  left  very  little  ground  in- 
deed to  suppose  that  the  Secretary  had  acted  with- 
out instructions. 

That  officer,  he  contended,  had  strictly  obeyed 
the  Appropriation  law ;  he  had  not  drawn  one 
dollar  tnat  the  act  did  not  warrant.  On  the  au- 
thority of  one  act,  the  Secretary  drew  two  mil- 
lions (hy  the  bv  he  wished  to  remark,  that  the  Se- 
cretary is  not  tne  officer  who  actually  draws,  who 
sells  tne  bills,  or  who  receives  the  money ;  this 
falls  within  the  province  of  the  Treasurer,  the 
Secretary  does  not  touch  a  penny  of  those  mo- 


neys) to  apply  to  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt. 
The  other  act  gave  the  President  power  to  draw 
every  dollar  of  tne  loan  it  established,  if  he  thought 
fit,  it  those  who  were  to  receive  the  money  wished 
to  be  paid  here.  Will  the  remittance  which  af- 
fordea  so  seasonable  a  relief  to  St.  Domingo  be 
found  fault  with?  If  this  mode  of  paying  was 
within  the  authority  vested  in  the  President, 
surely  the  power  of  drawing  must  have  accom- 
panied it.  He  concluded  %  observing,  that  he 
nad  stated  his  ideas  on  the  subject  in  a  hasty  man- 
ner, for  the  want  of  time  to  go  more  fully  into  the 
dissussion. 

Mr.  Mercer  next  rose.  None  of  the  commu- 
nications from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
had  removed  his  suspicions  relative  to  the  tran- 
sactions of  that  Department.  What  had  fallen  in 
the  course  of  the  discussion,  had  not  removed  his 
doubts.  He  confessed  himself  more  at  a  loss  than 
ever  to  account  for  the  conduct  of  that  officer.  To 
judge  of  the  propriety  of  his  conduct,  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  consider  wnat  his  duties  are,  and  invest- 
igate whether  a  necessity  existed  to  justifjr  the 
£awing  complained  of.  Gentlemen,  in  their  ar- 
miments,  had  alluded  to  some  observations  that 
had  fallen  from  him  on  other  occasions  expressive 
of  his  opinion,  that  there  had  been  corruption  in 
that  Department.  Thisopinion  he  still  entertained. 
He  suggested  that  some  irreg^ularties  had  taken 
place  as  to  the  money  appropriated  to  the  Sinking- 
Fund.  This  might  be  the  fact,  and  his  suspicions 
were  sufficiently  urgent  to  warrant  him  m  sug- 
gesting that  it  mi^ht  be  possible.  At  the  close  oi 
1792,  he  stated  were  was  a  balance  of  cash  in 
the  Treasury  of  $2,331,182,  and  the  bonds  due 
in  the  course  of  the  present  year  would  produce 
a  sum  of  about  $2,269,000.  Yet  a  proposition  was 
made  in  the  House,  predicated  on  a  total  want  of 
money  in  the  Treasury,  to  borrow  $800,000  in  ad- 
dition to  the  $400,000  already  borrowed  of  the 
Bank. 

FHere  Mr.  Boudinot  interrupted  the  member, 
as  being  out  of  order.  The  Chairman,  conceivincr 
Mr.  Merger's  remarks  to  be  introductory  to,  ana 
connected  with  the  observations  he  intended  to 
make  on  the  resolution,  declared  him  in  order.] 

Mr.  Mercer  proceeded  to  show,  by  sundry 
statements  and  calculations,  that  there  was  no  ne- 
cessity for  this  loan  of  $800,000.  The  House,  he 
said,  to  discharge  their  duty,  should  be  satisfied 
how  the  money  appropriated  v^as  applied,  before 
they  consented  to  repeated  additiomu  appropria- 
tions. When  calls  for  information  had  been  made 
by  the  House,  with  a  view  to  comply  with  this 
their  indispensable  duty,  the  Secretary  had  thought 
it  sufficient  to  balance  money  actually  received, 
by  calculations  of  sums  that  would  probably  be 
wanted  agreeably  to  appropriations.  Were  doUars, 
he  asked,  to  be  balanced  by  absolute  appropriations? 
Can  things  certain  b^  balanced  by  things  uncer- 
tain? Actual  expenditure  woula  alone  balance 
actual  receipt.  Appropriations  founded  only  on 
uncertain  calculations  could  not  show  the  money 
actually  laid  out.  He  adverted  to  some  calcula- 
tions made  to  ascertain  the  probable  expenses  of 
the  War  Department. 
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SEIere  the  member  was  again  called  to  order, 
was  declared  out  c^  order  by  the  Chairman.] 

Mr.  M.  confined  his  observation  more  immedi- 
ately to  the  resolution  before  the  Committee.  It 
had  been  said,  that  the  interest  paid  was  paid  out 
of  moneys  that  were  to  be  drawn  to  this  country, 
and  were  replaced  here  by  funds  from  the  do- 
mestic resources  originally  appropriated  for  that 
object,  and  that  the  dead  letter  of  the  law,  if  any 
part  of  it  had  alone  been  violated.  He  contended 
there  haa  been  an  essential  violation. 

The  sums  drawn  for  and  appropriated  to  reduce 
the  Public  Debt,  were  not  appued  to  that  pun)0se ; 
the  domestic  resources  amnroitriated  to  that  object, 
never  were  exhausted,  n  mis  is  the  case,  conclu- 
sions surely  unfavorable  to  that  officer  must  natu- 
rally follow. 

He  proceeded  to  make  some  remarks  on  the 
question,  whether  the  Secretary  had  acted  under 
instructions  from  the  Psbbiuent.  It  was  disa> 
greeable,  he  premised,  to  criminate  the  character 
of  any  officer.  He  Mve  a  great  respect  for  the 
President,  for  his  virtu<»,  talents,  and  services, 
but  however  grating  to  his  feelings  it  might  be  to 
find  fault  with  any  part  of  his  conduct  in  this  mat- 
ter, he  was  unaUe  to  discharge  his  duty  under  his 
present  impressions,  unless  he  avowed  that  he 
eonceived  that  officer  had  violated  the  law,  though 
he  allowed,  without  intention,  by  not  inquiring 
into  the  subject,  while  transacting,  as  it  was  his 
duty  to  do*  He  must  declare  that  he  saw  no  proof 
that  the  Secretary  had  acted  under  the  Presi- 
dent's instructions.  On  the  contrary^  he  saw  the 
reverse,  there  was  even  no  presumptive  proof  of 
the  fapt.  The  House  had  called  for  information 
as  to  the  extent  of  the  authority  delej^ted  by 
the  President  to  the  Secretary.  Either  the 
Secretary  has  produced  the  proof  of  this  au- 
thority, or  he  has  not  complied  with  the  order  of 
the  House  *,  it  does  appear  that  he  has  gone  be- 
yond it  in  making  the  arafts  complained  of.  The 
President  directed  that  the  proceeds  of  the  loan 
be  immediately  a{^ied  to  pay  the  French  -,  vet  a 

nt  portion  of  that  money  was  brought  over  here, 
as  said,  that  he  might  have  brought  the  whole 
here  if  he  chose,  and  paid  it  to  the  French  here. 
This  argument  goes  on  the  presumption  that  the 
President  might  do  wrong  without  incurring 
blame.  But  the  President  expressly  directed  it 
to  be  paid  immediately  to  France ;  and  the  House 
had  no  right  to  presume  that  he  did  direct  the 
money  to  be  drawn  here,  when  proof  to  the  con- 
trary appears.  Upon  the  whole,  he  concluded 
that  the  taw  had  been  broken  in  letter  and  sub- 
stance, and  that  the  Secretary  had  acted  without 
proper  instructions  from  the  President. 

Mr.  LivBRMORE  observed,  that  the  charge  against 
the  Treasury  Department  was  at  first  well  calcu- 
lated to  beget  serious  alarm.  When  misapplica- 
tions of  the  public  money  are  sounded  in  tbe  puUic 
ear,  ail  feel  interested,  knowing,  that  what  affects 
the  public  purse^  must  in  a  debtee  afiect  the  purses 
of  each  private  individual.  In  the  present  stage 
of  the  subject  he  was  happy  in  being  able  to  fe- 
licitate himself  and  his  fellow-citizens,  that  even 
should  the  whole  ctf  tbe  charges  contained  in  the 


resolutions  be  proved,  it  would  not  appear  that 
they  had  lost  a  larthing  by  the  conduct  so  loudly 
comj^ained  of.  What  is  the  charge?  That  the 
Secretary  has  paid  an  interest  that  was  justly  due; 
why  then,  he  presumed,  we  should  not  have  it 
agam  to  pay.  If  the  Secretary  has  paid  what  was 
due,  what  then  is  the  compiamt?  It  was  surely 
not  intended,  that  it  should  not  have  been  paid. 
This  was  not  the  intention  of  Congress ;  for  they 
passed  an  act  providing  funds  for  its  payment. 
The  Secretary  was  then  right  to  pay  it.  ESut  it  is 
said,  he  paid  with  the  wrong  money.  He  saw  no 
harm  in  not  paying  it  with  the  very  dollars  appro- 
priated, and  approved  of  the  operation^  which 
saved  drawing  with  the  one  hand  and  remitting  with 
the  other ;  in  this  there  was  no  crime  committed, 
no  loss  incurred.  It  appears,  on  the  contrary,  that 
something  was  gained  by  it.  So  far,  then,  he  was 
clear,  no  uiw  hs^  been  violated,  nor  was  any  rule 
of  propriety  departed  from.  He  then  touched  upon 
the  Secretary's  disputed  rij^ht  to  draw.  He  con- 
tended, that  ne  had  that  right.  The  loans  were 
obtained  under  the  joint  authority  of  the  two  acts. 
It  was  said  that  more  than  two  millions,  the 
amount  appropriated  for  the  Sinking  Fund,  were 
drawn  over ;  but,  he  insisted,  he  might  ha  vie  drawn 
the  other  twelve  millions,  it  it  had  been  for  the 
public  interest  so  to  do.  The  French  wished  to 
be  paid  here,  and  it  being  no  loss  but  rather  a  profit 
to  comply  with  their  wish,  where  was  the  harm 
in  so  doing?  If  any  public  loss  had  been  incurred 
owing  to  mese  drafts,  then  blame  would  lie.  He 
concluded,  by  expressing  his  hearty  approbation 
of  the  conduct  of  the  officer  who  is  crimmated  by 
the  resolutions,  and  declared  it  as  his  firm  intention 
to  give  them  his  negative. 

Mr.  HiLLHOUSE  argued,  that  the  interest  paid, 
was  not  paid  out  of  the  $2,000,000  loan,  and  that 
the  drafts  were  made  agreeably  to  the  directions 
of  the  President.  He  showed  this  by  the  docu- 
ments which  had  been  already  referred  to.  He 
put  in  a  clear  point  of  view  the  propriety  of  avoid- 
ing the  expense  and  risk  of  drafts  and  correspond- 
ent remittances,  and  concluded  by  giving  his  ap- 
probation to  the  conduct  of  the  Secretary  in  the 
transactions  complained  of,  and  by  expressing  it, 
as  his  firm  belief  that  a  maiority  of  the  Committee, 
Irom  the  evidence  before  tnem,  would  undoubtedly 
be  of  opinion,  that  the  charges  brought  forward 
are  unfoundea. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  rose  to  correct  a  mistake  of  Mr. 
Mercer's.  That  gentleman  had  asserted,  that  the 
Secretary  had  drawn  on  Europe,  before  the  loan, 
obtained  by  the  Commissioners  under  the  old  Go- 
vernment, was  ratified.  This  was  not  the  case. 
The  loan  had  been  ratified  in  pursuance  of  the 
provisions  of  the  act  authorizing  it  The  Presi- 
dent in  his  Speech,  December,  8^  1790,  says, "  that 
agreeably  to  uie  pow  ers  vested  m  him  at  the  last 
session,  the  loans  in  Holland  had  Been  completed.'^ 

By  existing  acte  of  the  Legislature,  and  from 

express  communications  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  it  appears,  that  all  the  moneys  borrowed 

1  were  deemed  oorrowed  under  the  joint  authority 

'of  both  acts,  and  not  to  be  solely  appropriated  for 

the  payment  of  the  Foreign  Debt. 
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Mr.  Mercer  explained,  that  he  had  said,  that 
the  Secretary  had  drawn  from  the  loan  obtained 
under  the  authority  of  the  old  Groyemment^  before 
said  loan  was  legalized  by  law.  If  the  Legislature 
had  the  right  to  legalize  it,  they  had  the  right  to 
reject  it 

Mr.  Lee  next  rose.  He  observed  that  as  he 
found  himself  under  the  nece-ssity  of  differing  from 
his  friend  who  had  moved  the  resolution,  with 
whom  he  generally  agreed  in  opinion^  and  was 
accustomed  to  act,  ne  begged  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  for  a  few  minutes.  To  determine 
whether  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  acted 
legally^  it  was  necessary  to  examine  whether  the 
authority  ft>om  the  President  andhissiibseauent 
instructions  authorized  him  to  consolidate  the  loans 
under  the  acts  of  the  4th  and  12th  August,  1790. 

On  this  question  Mr.  L.  observed,  that  there 
seemed  to  be  no  objection  to  such  a  construction, 
except  that  which  arose  from  the  difference  d  in- 
terest allowed  by  those  acts.  That  the  first  loan 
was  commenced  without  any  regular  authority  by 
a  company  in  Amsterdam,  that  it  received  its  au- 
thenticity from  the  acceptance  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  The  interest  and  douceurs  on  this 
loan  amounted  to  more  than  an  interest  of  ^re  per 
cent.,  which  was  the  only  premium  c(mtemplated 
by  the  act  of  the  12th  of  August.  It  could  conse- 
quently be  accepted  only  under  the  act  of  the  4th 
of  Au^st,  which  gave  no  limitation  to  the  inter- 
est which  was  to  be  allowed.  This  money  seemed 
therefore  solely  applicable  to  the  payment  of  the 
Foreign  Debt.  From  hb  report  ol  the  24th  of 
February,  1791,  the  Secretary  himself  seemed  to 
have  haa  this  impression.  Congress  seemed  also 
to  have  had  this  impression,  as  on  the  3d  of  March 
following  they  passed  an  act  authorizing  the  ap- 

Jlication  of  this  loan  to  the  object  of  the  act  of  the 
2th  of  August,  1790.  After  the  3d  of  March, 
1791,  therefore,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had 
a  right  to  bring  this  money  to  America  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  The  interest  of 
the  Foreign  Debt  becoming  due,  for  which  do- 
mestic revenues  were  pledged,  he  thought  it  pru- 
dent to  pay  that  interest  out  of  this  loan,  relying 
on  the  domestic  revenues  to  replace  it  for  the  pur- 
poMses  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  This  was  a  mode  of 
brin^pff  the  money  here,  and  he  was  not  limited 
in  his  discretion  as  to  the  mode ;  and  therefore 
had  a  right  to  follow  that  which  appeared  to  him 
most  advantageous.  The  paying  of  the  foreign 
interest  out  of  this  loan  was  made  after  the  3d  of 
March,  1791. 

Mr.  L.  had  no  doubt  as  to  the  legality  of  all  the 
proceedings  relative  to  moneys  drawn  to  this 
country  subsequent  to  the  third  of  March,  1791 ; 
even  the  moneys  borrowed  for  the  Foreign  Debt, 
because  an  higher  interest  than  five  per  cent  was 
stipulated  for.  on  any  of  the  subsequent  loans,  and 
because  the  President,  in  his  instructions  to  the 
Secretary,  leaves  the  mode  of  paying  the  Foreign 
Debt  to  his  discretion.  If  he  jud^  it  for  the 
advantage  of  the  United  States  to  brinff  this  mo- 
ney, in  uie  first  place,  to  America,  the  legality  of 
such  a  measure  cannot  be  questioned,  though  the 
economy  and  wisdom  Hi  it  may  not  be  admitted. 


On  this  point,  Mr.  L.  acknowledcred,  that  he  had 
not  time  to  examine  minutely  afl  the  statements 
and  reports  of  the  Secretary  to  judge  of  those  exi- 
gencies which  induced  the  drawing  of  all  the  mo- 
ney which  had  been  drawn  to  America. 

Whether  it  had  been  consistent  or  not  with  the 
interest  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  L.  was  of  0{»in- 
ion,  that  the  Secretary  had  legally  a  right  to  bring 
all  the  money  he  had  drawn  for  to  America,  ex- 
cept what  was  drawn  prior  to  the  third  of  March, 
1791.  This  money  was  drawn  out  of  the  first 
loan;  it  was  drawn  as  declared,  for  the  Sinkinxf 
Fund ;  the  first  loan^  for  the  reasons  before  state^ 
could  not  be  applied,  and  consequently  till  the  act 
of  the  3d  of  March,  1791.  this  money  could  not  be 
legally  drawn  for  the  Sinking  Fund.  Perhaps  this 
act  caused  the  irr^ularity  of  this  proceeding. 

But  is  not  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  sub- 
ject to  blame  ?  Mr.  L.  ofaiserved,  he  thought  he 
was  not  altogether  free  from  it.  At  the  meetings 
of  Congress  on  the  8th  day  of  December.  1790,  the 
President  in  his  Speech  informed  botn  Houses, 
that  the  first  loan  had  been  accepted^  and  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  directions  to  lay  the 
particulars  before  them.  But  what  did  he  dol  On 
the  15th  of  December  following,  he  began  to  draw 
money  on  account  of  this  loan  to  America,  for  the 
Sinking  Fund ;  though  from  his  Report  on  the  24th 
of  February,  1791,  he  appears  to  have  had  a  doubt 
as  to  the  legaUty  of  this  proceeding.  He  delayed 
giving  information,  in  conformity  to  the  Presi- 
dent's Speech,  till  a  few  days  berore  the  diss<4a- 
tion  of  Congress.  This  conduct,  Mr.  L.  said, 
seemed  to  argue  a  distrust  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cils. Mr.  L.  dilated  on  the  necessity  of  the  purest 
and  most  confidential  communication  between  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Legislature,  and 
said,  though  he  could  not  afree  to  the  resolution 
then  under  consideration^  there  was  one,  subse- 
quent to  it,  relating  to  this  point,  which  he  was 
sorry  to  find  himsdf  under  the  necessity  of  voting 
for. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  considered  it  as  the  duty  of  the 
Committee  in  the  discussion  of  the  charges  brouji^ht 
forward  to  confine  themselves  strictly  to  the  pomts 
in  question.  The  i>resent  examination  differed 
from  ordinary  Legislative  business.  Specific 
charges  are  brought  forward  against  a  highly  re- 
sponsible officer;  the  facts  brought  forward  to 
support  those  charges  should  be  understood  and 
considered,  to  form  a  risht  iudgment  on  them. 
The  Secretary  is  charged  with  having  violated  a 
law,  by  paying  the  interest  due  on  a  loan  out  of 
the  prmcipal  of  that  loan.  He  went  into  some 
statements  and  calculations  to  show  that  the  mo- 
ney paid  on  account  of  foreign  loans,  as  stated  in 
official  documents,  coutd  not  have  been  paid  on 
account  of  interest  of  the  late  loans,  from  the  dispro- 
portion of  the  sums. 

He  need  say  nothing  more,  he  conceived,  to 
show  that  the  first  charge  in  the  resolution  imme- 
diately before  the  Committee  is  unfounded.  If 
what  he  said  was  not  sufficient  to  disprove  it.  he 
asked  where  is  the  evidence  to  support  it? 

He  next  turned  to  the  second  charge  in  the  reso- 
lution, viz :  that  the  Secretary  had-  made  the  drafts 
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complained  of  without  the  President's  instruct- 
ions. Here  he  noticed  a  mistake  some  gentlemen 
had  fallen  into,  when  speaking  of  the  call  of  the 
House  for  information.  This  was  a  request  to  the 
President,  and  not  an  order  to  the  Secretary. 
From  the  information  communicated  in  conse- 
quence of  this  call,  it  did  not  appear  that  the  Se- 
cretary had  acted  without,  or  contrary  to  instruct- 
ions, and  he  insisted,  that  neouffht  to  be  presum'ed 
innocent  till  he  was  proved  guilty. 

He  argued,  that  the  authority  ^iven  to  the  Pre- 
sident m  the  subject  put  it  in  his  power  to  draw 
the  whole  fourteen  millions  to  this  country,  if  he 
thought  fit ;  it  could  not,  therefore,  he  contende(L 
be  insbted,  that  the  amount  of  the  drafts  had  passea 
the  limits  of  the  authority  given.  It  is  not  oenied, 
he  proceeded,  that  t^iere  was  a  risht  to  draw  for 
the  two  millions  appropriated  for  ttie  reduction  of 
the  Public  Debt.  Well,  it  has  appeared  on  a  cer- 
tain occasion  to  the  House,  that  our  Minister  in 
France  negotiated  a  contract  with  the  National  As- 
sembly, or  their  officers,  for  the  payment  of  $800,000 
of  the  debt  due  them,  nere ;  then  certainly,  the  ex- 
igency of  the  case  required  that  this  sum  should 
l^  drawn  here  for  the  purchase  of  provisions  for 
St.  Domingo,  in  which  this  payment  was  to  be 
made.  Here  then  was  a  positive  necessity  of  draw- 
ing for  $2,800,000,  and  as  a  discretionary  power  in 
the  subject  had  been  left  to  the  Executive,  they 
might  have  found  it  advisable,  perhaps,  under  an 
expectation  of  additional  payments  in  the  same 
manner,  to  have  drawn  over  as  much  more  as  they 
might  have  thought  prudent 

He  adverted  to  the  application  of  the  Secretary 
to  the  Legislature  to  declare  whether  the  loan  ob- 
tained, for  an  interest  of  fkv^  per  cent.,  exclusive 
of  douceurs,  might  be  considered  as  borrowed  un- 
der authority  ofthe  $2,000,000  act  It  was  his  (Mr. 
Bouoinot's)  o[Hnion  at  the  time,  that  no  explana- 
tory law  was  necessary:  and  that  the  Executive 
YaA  power  to  construe  the  act  in  that  sense.  This 
was  also  the  Secretary's  opinion,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  that  opinion  he  had  drawn  bills.  He 
tnou«fht  it  however  right  to  apply  to  the  House 
and  have  every  doubt  removed,  and  the  Legisla- 
ture sanctioned  his  construction  of  the  law. 

It  had  been  said,  that  if  the  Legislature  had  a 
right  to  confirm,  they  also  had  a  right  to  reject  the 
construction  put  upon  the  law  by  the  Executive. 
This,  he  conceived,  they  would  not  have  been  war- 
ranted in  doing,  after  a  contract  agreeably  to  that 
construction  had  been  made ;  such  a  proceeding 
must  have  involved  a  breach  of  contract. 

It  had  been  repeatedly  asserted  and  strenuously 
insisted  on,  that  tne  Le^slature  were  totally  in  the 
dark,  as  to  the  drafts  mm  Europe.  To  disprove 
this  assertion,  he  read  several  items  from  sundry 
Reports  of  the  Secretary,  where  sums  received  on 
account  of  loans  are  specified.  It  had  also  been 
said,  that  there  was  no  evidence  that  any  part  of 
the  loan  was  applied  to  or  intended  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  Public  Debt. 

This  also  appears  unfounded,  from  a  note  dated 
25th  of  August,  1790,  laid  before  the  Trustees  for 
purchasing  the  Public  Debt,  which  expressly  men- 
tions, that  a  loan  had  been  negotiated,  pan  of 


which  was  destined  for  the  purchase  of  the  Public 
Debt,  and  that  some  points  relative  thereto  were 
before  the  President  for  his  approbation.  This 
also  showed  that  the  President  had  knowledge  of 
such  intentions.  His  Speech,  and  the  Report  of 
the  Secretary,  in  consequence  of  part  of  that 
Speech,  whicn  had  been  so  repeatedly  referred  to, 
also  unequivocally  prove  this  point 

He  recapitulated  the  heads  of  his  arguments, 
and  concluded,  that  if  nothing  further  could  be 
brought  in  support  of  the  charges  now  before  the 
Committee,  tney  should  have  his  decided  nega- 
tive. 

Mr.  Madison. — He  wished  not.  he  said,  to  waste 
a  moment  of  the  small  portion  or  time  left,  by  re- 
gretting its  insufficiency  for  a  full  discussion  of  the 
subject  before  the  Committee.  But  he  thought  it 
due  to  truth,  and  to  the  honorable  and  independ- 
ent motives  of  his  colleague  [Mr.  Giles]  in  pro- 
posing the  resolutions,  to  remark,  that  the  late- 
ness of  the  day  to  which  they  had  oeen  postponed 
did  not  justify  the  strictures  which  had  been  made 
on  it.  If  the  delay  was  not  to  be  considered  as 
unavoidable,  some  olame,  at  least,  would  fall  else- 
where. The  inquiries  in  which  the  whole  matter 
originated,  had  been  moved  by  his  collea^e,  and 
passed  the  House  some  weeks  aso.  The  Keports 
m  answer  to  these  inquiries  had  not  been  finally 
made  and  printed  a  single  day  before  the  present 
resolutions  were  submitted  to  the  House.  ^  He  ad- 
mitted that  it  might  have  been  impracticable  to 
report  the  information  called  for,  as  early  as  was 
desired  by  the  House.  He  was  sensible  of  the 
anxiety  that  would  be  naturally  felt  by  the  Offi- 
cer called  upon,  to  present  every  consideration 
that  might  place  his  conduct  in  tne  most  favora- 
ble point  01  view  ^  yet.  with  all  these  allowances, 
it  was  impossible  to  aeny  that  the  Reports  con- 
tained things  which  did  not  belong  to  them,  and 
therefore  consumed  time  which  l^lon^d  to  the 
period  for  discussion.  He  would  mention  one  in- 
stance on  which  there  could  not  possibly  be  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion,  viz :  the  vindication^  formally 
undertaken  oy  the  Secretary,  of  the  policy  of  bor- 
rowing money  abroad.  Whether  this  policy  was 
right  or  wrong,  the  Legislature  had  themselves 
decided  in  favor  of  it ;  and  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary,  in  complying  with  the  orders  of  the 
House,  to  inform  the  House  how  the  law  had 
been  executed — pot  why  it  had  been  made ;  to  ex- 
plain hb  own  conduct,  not  to  justify  that  of  the 
Leffislature. 

It  had  been  asked  why  the  call  for  information 
had  not  been  sooner  made  ?  The  answer  was  ob- 
vious and  simple.  It  was  not  sooner  perceived  by 
the  House,  that  there  was  such  a  necessity  for  it. 
The  want  of  information  was  first  suggested  by 
the  bill  for  paying  $2,000,000  to  the  Bank,  al- 
though $200,000  only  were  immediately  due,  and 
for  authorizing  another  foreign  loan  to  tne  amount 
of  $2,000,000.  Fcpm  the  dawn  of  %ht  thrown 
by  some  circumstances  incident  to  the  occasion, 
on  the  darkness  in  which  the  House  had  remained, 
proceeded  those  doubts  and  inquiries  which  had 
ted  to  the  information  now  possessed.  His  col- 
league had  great  merit  in  having  brought  about 
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this  development.  He  had  rendered  a  service 
highly  valuable  to  the  Legislature,  and  no  less 
important  and  acceptable  to  the  public.  One  good 
effect  of  the  information  had  been,  that  it  pre- 
vented the  passage  of  the  bill  for  borrowing 
1^,000^000  as  an  anticipated  payment  to  the  Ban£ 
The  bill  had  dropped  from  the  hand  of  its  patron 
with  the  first  light  that  broke  in  upon  the  House. 
What  other  measures  would  have  been  prevented 
or  varied,  if  a  like  knowledge  of  our  mnds  and 
finances  nad  been  sooner  obtained,  was  matter  of 
serious  consideration. 

Another  consequence  of  the  Reports,  taken  to- 
ffether.  was,  that  the  face  of  them  presented  to 
his  colleague  an  evidence  of  the  cnarges  con- 
tained in  the  resolutions.  Whether,  at  so  late  a 
day,  it  was  best  to  leave  the  subject  as  exhibited 
by  the  various  documents  in  print,  for  the  exami- 
nation and  opinion  of  the  public,  or  to  press  it  on 
the  consideration  of  the  House,  was  a  point  which 
every  member  had  a  right  to  decide  for  himself. 
His  colleague  had  viewed  the  positions  stated  in 
his  motion  as  too  important  to  be  suspended,  and 
as  supported  by  such  clear  and  authentic  proofs, 
that  a  small  portion  of  time  would  suffice  for  the 
subject.  Under  this  impression,  what  was  his 
right  became  his  duty ;  and  he  had  discharged  it 
by  offering  his  resolutions  to  the  House* 

As  the  House  had  refused  to  conmiit  the  two 
introductory  resolutions,  which  established  the 
rule  of  judffment  to  be  applied  to  the  case,  and  the 
last  also,  which  declared  the  inference  to  be  drawn, 
the  task  of  the  Committee  was  limited  to  a  sim- 
ple inquiry  into  the  (acts  stated.  They  were  to 
make  out  and  report  a  special  verdict  of  these, 
and  leave  it  to  the  House  to  pronounce  the  proper 
judjfinnent  arising  from  them. 

Tne  resolution  immediately  before  the  Com- 
mittee imported,  "  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury had  violated  the  law  passed  on  the  4th  of 
August,  1790,  making  appropriations  of  certain 
moneys,"  first,  "  by  applying  a  certain  portion  of 
the  principal  borrowed  to  the  payment  of  interest 
on  that  principal ;"  secondly,  ^*  by  drawing  part  of 
the  same  moneys  into  the  United  States,  without 
the  instruction  of  the  President." 

The  questions  here  are  questions  of  fact j  and 
whatever  quality  may  be  attached  by  different 
gentlemen  to  the  several  facts^  it  would  seem  as  if 
tne  facts  themselves  are  too  clearly  supported  by 
the  Reports  of  the  Secretary,  and  the  documents 
attending  them,  to  be  denied  or  controverted. 

The  law  of  August  4, 1790,  authorized  the  Pre- 
sident to  cause  to  be  borrowed  $12,000,000,  to  be 
applied  to  the  Foreign  Debt  of  the  United  States. 
A  subsequent  law  of  Aoffust  12, 1790,  authorized 
another  loan  of  $2,00awK),  to  be  applied  to  the 
Domestic  Debt  of  the  Unitdl  States.  A  power  to 
make  these  loans  was  delegated,  on  the  28th  of 
August,  1790,  to  the  Secretary,  by  a  general  com- 
mission, in  the  usual  form,  reterrmg  to  the  several 
acts  above  mentioned,  but  without  any  further 
discrimination  of  the  loans  to  be  made.    As  the 


lawj  however,  for  applying  loans  to  the  foreign 
object  was  prior  in  date,  tne  presumption  womd 
rather  be,  that  it  was  to  nave  a  priority  of  execu- 


tion 5  that  the  first  money  borrowed  was  to  belong 
to  the  first  object  provided  for.  It  was  uaneces- 
sary,  however,  to  dwell  on  this  consideration,  be- 
cause the  President  had  removed  all  uncertainty 
by  the  precise  explanations  and  mstnictions  which 
accompanied  the  power  to  the  Secretary,  and 
which  ought,  in  truth,  to  be  deemed  a  part  of  the 
commission.  The  instruction  having  been  more 
than  once  read  to  the  Committee,  he  would  con- 
tent himself  with  referring  to  it. 
The  part  referred  to  is  in  the  following  words : 

«  I  do  hereby  make  known  to  you  that,  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  said  trust,  yon  are  to  observe  and  fbUow 
the  orders  and  directions  following,  viz  :  Except  where 
otherwise  especially  directed  by  me,  you  shall  employ 
in  the  negotiation  of  any  loan  or  loans  which  may  be 
made  in  any  foreign  country,  William  Short,  Esq. ;  yon 
ahall  boaow,  or  cauae  to  be  borrowed,  on  the  beat  terms 
which  diall  be  found  practicable,  and  within  the  limita- 
tions preacribed  by  law  as  to  time  of  repayment  and 
rate  of  interest,  sudi  sum  or  sums  as  shall  be  sufficienlt 
to  discharge,  as  well  .all  inatalments  or  parts  of  the 
principal  of  the  Foreign  Debt,  which  are  now  due,  or 
shall  become  payable  to  the  end  of  the  year  1791,  aa  all 
interest  and  arrears  of  interest  which  now  are,  or  ahall 
become  due,  in  respect  to  the  said  Debt,  to  the  same 
end  of  the  year  1791.  And  you  shall  apply,  or  cause 
to  be  applied,  the  moneys  wmch  shall  be  so  borrowed, 
with  aU  convenient  despatch,  to  the  payment  of  the  said 
instalmente,  and  parts  of  the  principal  and  interest,  and 
arrears  of  interest  of  the  said  Debt  Tou  shall  not  ex- 
tend the  amount  of  the  loan  which  you  shall  make,  or 
cause  to  be  made,  beyond  the  sum  which  shall  be  ne- 
cessaiy  for  completing  tudi  payment,  unless  it  can  be 
done  upon  tenns  more  advantageous  to  the  United 
SUtaa,  than  thoae  upon  which  tiM  reodue  of  the  said 
Debt  ahall  stand  or  be.  But  if  the  said  remdue,  or  any 
part  of  the  same,  can  be  paid  off  by  new  kians,  upon 
tenuf  oi  advantage  to  the  United  States,  you  shall 
cauae  such  further  kians  as  may  be  refuisite  to  be  made^ 
and  the  proceeds  thereof  to  be  applied  accordingly.  And 
for  canying  into  effect  the  objects  and  pmpoeaa  aftve- 
said,  I  do  hereby  fiirther  empower  you  to  make,  or 
cause  to  be  made,  with  whomsoever  it  may  coneeruy 
such  contract  or  contracts,  being  of  a  nature  relative 
thereto,  as  shall  be  found  needful  and  conducive  to  the 
interest  of  the  United  States.*' 

By  this  fonnal  act,  issued  along  with  the  com- 
mission to  the  Secretary,  the  President  designa- 
ted the  object  to  which  tne  loans  to  be  made  were 
to  be  appked ;  and  by  declaring  the  object  to  be 
that  provided  for  by  the  act  of  August  4, 1790,  he 
expressly  placed  the  loan  under  the  authority  and 
provision  of  that  act;  so  that  the  moment  the 
money  should  be  borrowed,  it  was  to  stand  legally 
appropriated  to  its  specifiea  object — as  much  as  if 
another  law  authorizing  another  loan  for  another 
purpose,  had  not  existed. 

This  arrangement  of  the  Presidbmt  was  the 
more  proper,  not  only  because  provision  for  the 
payment  of  the  Forei^  Debt  had  been  the  pri- 
mary object  of  the  Legislature,  and  the  payment 
of  the  French  debt,  the  anxious  wish  of  their  con- 
stituents, but  because  i^yo^dts  to  France  were 
no  longer  matter  of  option,  but  of  strict  and  posi- 
tive oUigation  on  the  United  States.  In  proof  of  i 
this,  he  stated  that  the  debt  to  Fiance,  calculated 
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to  the  ead  of  1791,  and  computing  the  livre  at 
5  4-10  to  a  dollar,  amounted  to  $4,814,814,  whilst 
the  payments  actually  made,  computing  the 
florin  at  2)  to  a  doUar,  amounted  to  more  than 
$3,372,717,  leaving,  as  a  balance,  at  the  end  ol 
1791,  $1,442,097.  Adding  to  this  balance  the  in- 
stalments due  for  179^  amounting  to  $638,888, 
there  were  to  be  p^  within  that  year  $2,080,985. 
The  entire  payments,  however,  composed  of 
$656,500  in  Europe,  and  $726,000  put  to  the  ac- 
count of  St.  Dooungo,  (although  $444^3  83 
were  actually  paid,)  amounted  to  $1,382,500, lea v- 
iogdue  at  the  end  of  1792,  a  balance  of  $698,485. 

Her^  Mr.M.  adverted  to  and  read  a  paragraph  in 
the  Report  of  the  Secretary,  page  16,  where  in 
allusion  to  the  measure  of  drawing  bills  in  the 
latter  part  of  1792,  he  says :  "  I  feel  myself  the 
more  at  liberty  to  do  it,  because  it  did  not  inter- 
fere with  a  complete  fumlment  of  the  public  en- 
gagements in  regard  to  the  Foreign  Debt.  It 
could  be  done  consistently  with  a  full  reimburse- 
ment of  all  arrears  and  instalments  which  hadac- 
crMed  on  account  of  that  DebtV^ 

Mr.  M.  observed,  that,  as  he  could  not  reconcile 
this  paragraph  witn  the  calculations  which  he  had 
stated,  ana  ^hich  were  drawn  from  official  docu- 
ments, he  must  regard  it  as  an  unquestionable  er- 
ror, produced  by  some  hasty  view  or  the  subject. 

Returniog  to  the  Commission,  Mr.  M.  repeated 
that  an  the  monev  which  that  instrument,  defined 
and  qualified  by  the  instruction  aauexed  to  it,  au- 
thori^d  the  Secretary  to  borrow,  was  actually 
and  specifically  appropriated  to  tne  payment  of 
the  Foreign  Debt,  a!nd  under  circ9mstances  p^i- 
cularly  urgent,  in  relation  to  a  part  of  it. 

In  what  manner  had  this  trust  been  carried  into 
execution  1  It  was  to  be  (^;served,  with  regret, 
that,  on  the  very  day  on  which  the  commission 
and  instruction  issued  from  the  Pr£0ioent,  the 
Secretary  commenced  his  arrangement  fpr  diver^ 
ing  part  of  a  loan,  accepted  and  ratified  by  virtue 
ofhis  commission,  to  a  purpose  different  firom  that 
specified  and  requured  by  his  instruction.  That  a 
tact  of  so  extraordinary  a  complexion  might  be 

Sounded  on  the  most  unexceptionable  proof,  Mr. 
.  said  he  should  take  the  liberty  of  supporting  it 
by  the  authority  of  the  Secretary  himself.  Here 
he  read  from  the  Secretaires  Letter,  dated  August 
28, 1790,  to  the  Dutch  nouses  from  whom  the 
Loan  had  been  accepted,  the  following  passages, 
viz: 

''Islioald  alsowMi^ftr  paitif^tor  rsasons,  that  the 
bnsineM  msy  be  to  reg«lait«d  m  to  give  it  the  Ibmi  9f 
two  loaos— OQ0  for  two  Bullions  ondier  thefirst  pet,  aad 
Uie  other  for  one  milhon  under  the  second.  Batncather 
shout  this,  am  I  so  solidtoos  as  to  be  willing  that  it 
shonld  constitute  an  embarrassment** 

"  I  destine  a  million  and  a  half  of  this  sum  as  a  pay- 
ment to  France,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Short,  our 
Chaig^  d'Affiurs  at  that  Court,  whose  orders  for  that 
purpose  you  will  please  to  follow." 

The  aspect  here  presented  by  a  comparison  of 
the  several  documents,  was  singular  and  remark- 
able. The  subordinate  Officer  appeared  in  direct 
opposition  to  the  Chief  Magistrate.  The  agent 
was  teen  overruling,  by  his  own  onders,  the  orders 
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of  his  principal.  The  language  of  the  Presidbnt 
was  "By  virtue  of  the  power  vested  in  me  by 
law.  I  destine  the  money  to  be  borrowed  to  the 
discoarge  of  the  instalments  and  interest  of  the 
Foreign  Debt."  The  language  of  the  Secretary 
was :  "  I  destine  a  part  of  the  money  only  to  that 
purpose^  and  a  part  to  be  brought  to  the  United 
States  for  other  purposes."  He  left  every  memr 
her  to  make  his  own  reflections  on  the  subject 
He  would  only  observe,  in  general,  that  it  demon- 
strated the  truth  asserted  in  the  proposition  that 
the  Secretary  had  violated  both  the  law  of  Au- 
gust 4, 1790^  and  the  instruction  of  the  President 
relating  to  it 

He  men  proceeded  to  a  more  distinct  view  of 
the  two  pomts  particularly  stated  in  the  resolu- 
tion. The  first  was,  "That  a  certain  portion  of 
the  principal  borrowed  under  the  act  of  August  ^ 
1790,  had  Deen  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  in- 
terest falling  due  on  that  principal."  As  the  fact 
would  not,  he  presumed,  be  denied,  he  forebore  to 
quote  that  part  of  the  documents  which  admitted 
and  authenticated  it.  He  would,  however,  pre- 
mise to  any  observations  on  it,  a  cursory  view  of 
the  nature  of  appropriations. 

It  was  unnecessary  to  repeat  the  emphatic  re- 
marks on  this  subject,  whicn  had  fallen  from  the 
member  fVom  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Findley.J  It 
was  sufficiently  understood.  He  concluded  that 
appropriations  of  money  were  of  a  high  and  sacred 
character;  that  they  were  the  s^reat  bulwark 
which  our  Constitution  had  carefully  and  jea- 
lously established  against  Executive  usurpations. 
He  meant  only  to  take  notice  of  the  difierent  plans 
into  which  appropriations  might  be  moulded^  and 
of  the  particular  operation  which  ought  to  be  given 
to  them. 

One  of  the  plans  was  that  of  appropriating  spe- 
cified funds  to  specified  objects,  m  which  the  sup- 
posed certainly  of  the  funds  was  a4justed  to  the 
supposed  importance  of  the  objects. 

The  other  plan  formed  all  the  branches  of  reve- 
nue into  an  ac^gregate  fund^  on  which  the  several 
objects  should  nave  ^  priority  of  claim  according 
to  their  superiority  of  importance.  It  was  evf 
dent  that  in  both  these  cases,  the  Legislature  alone 
possessed  the  competent  authority.  Tne  exclu- 
sive right  of  that  Department  of  the  Qovemment 
to  make  the  proper  regulations,  was  the  basis  of 
the  utility  and  efficacy  of  appropriations. 

There  was  a  third  question  incident  to  the  doc- 
trine of  appropriations,  viz:  Whether,  under  spe- 
cific appropriations,  such  as  had  been  adopted  oy 
Congress,  the  Executive  authority  could,  without 
special  permission  of  the  law,  apply  the  excess  of 
one  fund  to  the  aid  of  a  deficient  one,  or  borrofy 
from  one  fund  for  the  object  of  another.  On  this 
question,  there  might  perhaps  be  a  difierence  of 
opinion.'^  He  would  only  remark,  that,  admitting 
such  a  discretion  to  be  implied  in  the  trust  of  exe- 
cuting the  laws,  it  would  still  be  requisite  that  the 
due  sanction  of  the  Executive  should  be  given, 
that  a  regular  account  shonld  be  kept  between  the 
difierent  funds,  and  that  all  advances  from  one  to 
the  other  should  be  replaced  as  soon  as  possible. 
This  was  equally  necessary  to  the  preservation  of 
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order  in  the  public  finances,  and  to  a  proper  re- 
spect for  the  authority  of  the  laws. 

In  the  present  case,  it  did  not  appear  that  the 
moneys  taken  at  different  times  from  the  Loans 
designated  by  the  President,  and  thereby  placed 
under  the  appro|)riation  of  tne  act  of  August  4, 
1790,  to  the  Foreign  Debt,  had  ever  been  replaced. 
It  did  not  appear  that  any  such  replacement  was 
re^arly  planned  or  provided  for.  It  was  parti- 
cularly worthy  of  obserration.  moreover,  that  the 
only  use  withm  the  United  States  for  which  any 
loan  in  Europe  could  be  assigned,  was  that  of  the 
Sinking  Fund;  that  the  Trustees  of  thb  Fund 
had  never  been  even  informed  of  the  drafts ;  that 
if  the  moneys  drawn  had  been  carried  to  the  Sink- 
ing Fund,  the  limited  sum  of  ^,000,000  would 
have  been  exceeded  \  and  that  the  statements  and 
accounts  had,  in  fac^  been  so  wound  up,  as  men- 
tioned by  the  Secretary,  that  not  a  sinffie  dollar  of 
the  money  laid  out  in  purchasing  the  Public  Debt 
had  been  charged  on  loans  drawn  into  the  United 
States,  although  such  was  the  only  purpose  to 
which  they  were  lej^ally  applicable,  and  such  the 
principal  reason  assigned  for  making  the  drafts. 

He  did  not  go  into  a  particular  proof  that  the 
sum  drawn  into  the  United  States,  after  subtract- 
ing the  whole  sum  placed  to  a  foreign  account, 
exceeded  the  sUm  of^  $2,000,000,  because  the  fact 
had  been  conceded  on  the  other  side,  jparticularly 
by  the  statement  of  the  member  from  Connecticut, 

[Kfr.  HlLLHOUSE.] 

Thus  it  appeared  clearly,  in  confirmation  of  the 
first  point,  tnat  the  application  of  a  certain  portion 
of  the  principal  borrowed  in  Europe,  to  payment 
of  the  interest,  was  not  a  mere  transposition  of 
moneys,  to  prevent  the  sending  them  backwards 
or  forwards,  nor  an  advance  of  money  from  an 
overflowing  fund  in  favor  of  a  deficient  one ;  but 
an  absolute  diversion  of  appropriated  money,  and 
consequently  a  violation  of^  the  law  making  the 
appropriation. 

The  second  point  in  the  resolution  related  to  the 
drawing  of  moneys  into  the  United  States  with- 
out the  instruction  of  the  President.  This  point 
had  been  fully  established  bv  the  documents  and 
explanations  applied  to  the  nrst.  They  had  done 
more:  they  had  demonstrated  that  tne  instruc- 
tions of  the  President,  which  dedicated  the  loans 
to  be  made  under  his  commission,  to  a  foreign  ob- 
ject, were  an  express  prohibition  of  drafts  for  any 
domestic  object.  It  was  sufficient,  therefore,  to 
refer  to  the  mstructions  of  the  President,  and  to 
the  contradictory  steps  taken  by  the  Secretary. 
Two  attempts  had  been  made  to  elude  the  force 
of  these  official  proofs.  The  first  appealed  to  the 
President's  Speech  at  the  opening  of  the  session 
in  1790 ;  to  the  Report  of  the  Secretary,  made  in 
consequence  of  \X,  to  the  House ;  and  to  the  sup- 
plementary act  of^ Congress  passed  in  conformity 
to  the  Report. 

Had  the  circumstances  involved  in  this  transac- 
tion been  attended  to  by  those  who  seemed  to  rely 
on  it,  Mr.  M.  was  persuaded  that  a  reference  to  it 
would  never  have  been  made  by -gentlemen  on 
that  side.  As  they  had  thought  fit,  however,  to 
draw  argtliments  from  that  source,  it  waai  proper  to 


give  an  answer  to  them;  and  the  best  answer 
would  be  a  naked  statement  of  facts. 

The  instruction  of  the  President  to  the  Se- 
cretary was  given,  as  has  been  seen,  on  the  28th 
of  August,  1790.  The  Letter  of  the  Secretary 
contravening  thb  instruction,  was  dated,  as  has  also 
been  seen,  on  the  same  28th  day  of  August,  1790. 
The  actual  drawing  of  bills  by  the  Secretary  com- 
menced the  15th  of  December,  1790.  The  law 
now  pleaded  in  justification  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Secretary,  passed  on  the  3d  of  March,  1791. 

There  are  other  facts  material  to  a  correct  and 
full  view  of  the  subject.  The  Speech  of  the 
President  was  delivered  on  the  8th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1790.  It  briefly  informed  the  two  Houses 
that  "  a  loan  of  3.000,000  of  florins,  towards  ^^ick 
some  provisional  measures  had  previously  taken 
place,  had  been  completed  in  Holland.'^  and  "that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  discretion  to 
communicate  such  further  particulars  as  might  be 
requisite  for  more  precise  information.''  The 
consequent  Report  oi  the  Secretary,  recommend- 
ing the  provision  in  the  supplementary  act,  was 
not  received  till  the  26th  ot  February,  1791— six 
days  only  before  the  constitutional  dissolution  of 
the  House.  In  the  interval  between  the  Speech 
of  the  President  and  the  Secretary's  Report,  he 
had  proceeded  to  draw  bills  to  the  amount  of 
793,392  florins.  His  Report,  notwithstanding 
what  bad  been  said  of  it,  contained  not  a  wora 
from  which  it  could  be  known  that  a  single  florin 
had  been  actually  drawn  over  to  the  United 
States. 

The  other  attempt  to  dude  the  evidence  before 
the  Committee,  recoiled  with  equal  force  on  the 
gentlemen  who  had  hazarded  it.  In  the  report 
lately  made  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
is  a  statement  laid  before  them  by  the  Secretary, 
in  which  it  is  noted  "  that  the  acceptance  of  the 
loan  of  3,000,000  of  florins,  and  the  application  of 
one-third  of  it  to  the  purpose  of  that  Fund,  was 
under  the  consideration  of^the  President."  From 
this  ^ct,  it  had  been  inferred,  not  only  that  the 
Secretary  had  withheld  no  proper  information 
from  the  Trustees,  but  that  the  result  of  the  Pre- 
sident's deliberations  on  the  subject  had  varied 
the  purpose  signified  by  his  first  instructions  to  the 
Secretary. 

It  happened,  however,  most  unfortunately  for 
the  genUemen  who  exulted  in  this  argument,  that 
they  had  entirely  overlooked  the  dates  of  the  two 
papers.  The  paper  laid  before  the  Trustees,  and 
alleged  to  nave  explained  the  final  purpose  of  the 
President,  was  dated  on  the  26tb  of  August, 
1790.  The  paper  relied  on  by  the  other  side,  as 
the  final,  as  well  as  the  most  formal,  designation 
of  the  will  of  the  President,  was  dated  the  28th 
of  August,  1790.  The  gentlemen,  therefore,  in- 
stead of  the  inference  they  had  made,  should  nave 
reversed  their  premises,  and  joined  with  their  op- 
ponents in  concluding  that  the  President  was  led 
oy  a  consideration  of  the  subject  not  to  do  what 
the  Secretary,  in  his  note  to  tne  Trustees,  seemed 
to  anticipate,  but  what  had  been  evinced  by  the 
PREBiDENT'er  owu  act  of  posterior  date. 

The  second  point,  then,  as  well  as  the  first,  rests 
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Km  the  most  soHd  proofs,  taken  from  a  collective 
view  of  authentic  aocuments. 

Much  has  been  said  on  the  necessity  of  some- 
times departing  from  the  strictness  of  legal  appro- 
priations, as  a  plea  for  any  freedoms  that  may 
nare  been  taken  with  them  by  the  Secretary.  He 
-would  not  deny  that  there  might  be  emergencies, 
in  the  coarse  of  human  affairs,  of  so  extraordinary 
-and  pressing  a  nature,  as  to  absolve  the  Executive 
from  an  inflexible  conformity  to  the  injunctions 
of  the  law.  It  was,  nevertheless,  as  essential  to 
remember,  as  it  was  obvious  to  remark,  that  in  all 
such  cases,  the  necessity  should  be  palpable ;  that 
the  Executive  sanction  should  flow  from  the  su- 

Sreme  source ;  and  that  the  first  opportunity  should 
e  seized  for  communicating  to  the  Legislature 
the  measures  pursued,  with  the  reasons  explaining 
the  necessity  of  them.  This  early  communica- 
tion was  equally  enforced  by  prudence  and  by 
duty.  It  was  the  best  evidence  of  the  motives  for 
assuming  the  extraordinary  power ;  it  was  a  re- 
spect manifestly  due  to  the  Legislative  authority; 
and  it  was  more  particularly  indispensable,  as  that 
alone  would  enalde  the  Legislature,  by  a  provident 
amendment  of  the  law,  to  accommodate  it  to  like 
emergencies  in  Aiture. 

In  the  proceedings  falling  under  the  present  in- 
quiry, no  necessity  appeared  for  the  liberties  which 
had  been  taken,  the  money  appropriated  in  Eu- 
rope being  more  wanted  there  than  at  home.  It 
appeared  that  the  instructions  of  the  Supreme 
Executive,  instead  of  Warranting  those  liberties, 
had  precluded  them ;  nor  had  the  proper  explana- 
tions been  disclosed  in  due  time  to  the  Legisla- 
ture. To  place  the  subject  in  a  more  distinct 
point  of  view,  it  was  proper  to  advert  to  the  pre^ 
else  authorities  and  duties  of  the  Secretary,  as  his 
<Mte  is  defined  by  the  act  establishing  the  Trea- 
siiry  Department.  For  this  purpose^  Mr.  M.  read 
the  second  section*  of  that  act,  which  is  in  the 
words  following : 

^'That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretaiy  of  the 
Treasury  to  digest  and  prepare  plans  for  the  improve- 
ment and  management  of  the  revenue,  and  for  the  sup- 
port of  public  credit ;  to  prepare  and  report  estimates  of 
&e  public  revenue  and  die  public  expenditures;  to 
superintend  the  collection  of  the  revenue ;  to  decide  on 
the  forms  of  keeping  and  stating  accounts  and  making 
returns,  and  to  grant,  under  the  limitations  herein  esta- 
blished,  or  to  be  hereafter  provided,  all  warrants  for 
moneys  to  be  issued  from  the  Treasury,  in  pursuance 
of  appropriations  by  law ;  to  execute  such  services  rela^ 
tive  to  the  sale  (^  the  lands  belonging  to  the  United 
Slates  as  may  be  by  law  requhed  of  him ;  to  make 
report  and  give  information  to  ekdier  branch  of  the  Le- 
gislature, in  person  or  in  writing,  (as  he  may  be  re- 
quired,) rejecting  all  matters  leferred  to  him  by  the 
Senate  or  House  of  Representatives,  or  which  shall  ap- 
pertain to  his  office ;  and  generally  to  perform  ^1  such 
services  relative  to  the  finances  as  he  shall  be  directed 
to  perform.*' 

This  establishment  of  the  office  evidently  had 
no  reference  beyond  the  case  of  superintending 
the  regular  and  ordinary  collection  of  the  revenue, 
and  granting  warrants  tor  moneys  issued  from  the 
Treasury,  in  pursuance  of  appropriations  by  law* 


The  case  of  loans,  as  an  occasional  and  extraordi- 
nary resource,  was  left  to  be  provided  for  by  par- 
ricmar  laws  for  the  purpose.    The  authority,  with 
respect  to  the  loans  in  question,  was  accordingly 
committed  to  the  Presioent,  in  order  to  secure  for 
so  special  a  trust,  the  highest  responsibility  to  be 
found  in  the  Gk)vemment.  And  when  it  was  con- 
sidered that  the  whole  sum  contemplated  was  no 
less  than  fourteen  millions  of  dollars,  and  when 
the  latitude  as  to  the  terms  and  contracts  was 
combined  with  the  vastness  of  the  sum,  it  might 
well  be  questioned  whether  so  great  a  power 
would  have  been  delec^ted  to  any  man  in  whom 
the  L^slature  and  the  people  of  America  had 
less  coimdence  than  they  so  justly  reposed  in  the 
existing  Chief  Ma«ristrate,  and  whether  an  equal 
power  will  ever  be  committed  to  a  successor. 
This  distinction  between  the  case  of  ordinary 
revenue  and  that  of  loans  is  not  only  consonant  to 
the  actual  policy  of  our  laws,  but  is  founded  in 
obvious  ana  solid  considerations.    In  the  collec- 
tion and  disbursement  of  the  ordinary  revenues 
arising  from  taxation,  the  business  flows  in  official 
channels,  is  subject    in   every  stage  to  official 
checks,  and  the  money,  being  in  constant  influx 
and  efflux,  nowhere   accumulates   in   immense 
sums.    The  case  of  loans  is,  in  all  these  respects, 
different.    In  settling  the  terms  and  arrangii^^  the 
negotiations,  there  is  always  an  important  discre- 
tion involved.    When  the  loans  are  forei^,  as 
well  as  great,  regulations  concerning  the  bills  of 
exchange  form  another  occasion  where  great  lati- 
tude is  implied  in  the  trust;  whilst  the  mag^ni- 
tude  of  the  sums,  falling  under  the  same  direction 
at  the  same  moment,  present  a  further  and  mate- 
rial variance  between  the  two  cases.    The  tend- 
ency of  these  observations  is  to  show  that,  as  the 
permanent  law  establishing  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment does  not  extend  the  authority  of  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  case  of  loans,  and  as  the  law  author- 
izing loans  exacts,  for  special  reasons,  a  responsi- 
bility froni  the  PRESinBTfT  himself,  the  authority 
of  the  Secretary,  in  executing  the  loans,  and  the 
appropriation  or  them,  must  be  derived  from  the 
President;  and,  consequently,  where  that  au- 
thority fails,  there  can  be  no  resort  to  the  law 
estabhshing  the  Department,  much  less  to  any 
general  discretion  incident  to  his  official  charac- 
ter.   It  is  evident  that  the  President,  although 
no  doub^  guided  by  the  most  proper  considerations 
in  employing  the  agency  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  the  business  of  the  loans,  might,  if  he 
had  judged  fit,  have  substituted  the  agency  of 
another;  and  that,  whatever  agency  he  might 

f)refer,  his  own  instructions  would  always  regu- 
ate  the  extent  and  exercise  of  the  power  conier- 
red.  The  want  of  any  apparent  authority  from 
the  President  had  led  several  gentlemen  to  insist 
on  presumed  authorities,  superceding  the  instruc- 
tions joined  with  the  commission  to  Uie  Secretary. 
But  here,  again,  the  fair  inference  was  to  be  re- 
versed. A  communication  of  the  authorities  given 
by  the  President  to  the  Secretary,  as  to  the  ap- 
plication of  the  foreign  loans,  had  been  expressly 
requested  by  the  vote  of  the  House.  It  was  not 
to  be  supposed  that  the  Secretary,  if  he  had  re- 
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ceived  further  authorities  or  instructions,  would 
have  failed  to  produce  them,  or  to  refer  to  them, 
in  the  justification  of  his  conduct.  Far  less  coula 
it  be  presumed  that  the  President^  if  he  had 
given  any  superceding  authorities  or  mstructions. 
would  not  have  caused  them  to  be  communicatee! 
to  the  House,  or  that  he  would  have  si:^ered  a 
partial  communication  to  mislead  the  House  into 
an  error  as  to  so  important  a  fact.  The  Presi- 
dent was  the  last  man  in  the  world  to  whom  any 
measure  whatever  of  a  deceptive  tendency  could 
be  credibly  attributed. 

Thus  far  {[said  Mr.  M.)  his  observations  had 
departed  as  little  as  possiUe  from  the  question  in 
its  strictest  sense.  lie  should  now  avail  himself 
of  the  opportunity  afforded  bv  the  terms  of  the 
last  clause,  which  spoke  of  drafts  generally,  to 
take  a  more  particular  notice  of  those  recently 
made;  in  doing  which,  he  considered  himself  safe 
within  the  Rules  of  the  House,  which  were  so 
rigorously  enforced  against  the  affirmative  side  of 
ihk  question.  The  wlole  amount  of  foreign  loans 
transferred  directly  or  indirectly  to  the  United 
States  appeared  from  the  several  statements  to  be 
about  $3,000,000.  The  amount  of  the  direct 
drafts  was  ^,304,769  13.  Of  the  drafts  made 
since  the  16th  of  April,  1792,  and  sold  by  the 
Bankj  the  proceeds  now  in  the  Bank,  or  payable 
into  It,  before  the  1st  of  April  next,  amount  to 
$1,220,476  01.  Of  this  sum  $510,000  have  been 
drawn  in  the  course  of  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress. With  respect  to  the  times  and  the  amount 
of  these  drafts,  hitherto  absolutely  unknown  to  the 
Le^slature,  because  the  account  of  them  had  re- 
mamed  in  the  books  of  the  Bank  without  ever 
appearioe  in  the  bodrs  of  the  Treasurer^  Mr.  M. 
confessed  that  he  had  found  no  explanations  that 
were  satisfactoiy  to  him.  He  had  looked  through 
all  the  reports  and  all  the  communications  before 
the  House,  without  discovering  either  that  they 
had  been  been  made  by  the  authority  or  with  the 
knowledge  of  the  Pre8ident,  or  had  oeen  required 
for,  or  applied  to  the  purcnase  of,  the  rublic 
Debt,  Or  nad  been  ever  communicated  to  the 
Trustees  of  the  Sinking  Fund*  who  had  the  di- 
rection of  such  purcha^  or  that  they  were  the 
effect  of  any  necessity  that  could  justify  them. 
And  if  there  was  no  evident  necessity  for  the  pro- 
ceeding, it  was  the  more  to  be  lamented  tnat, 
whilst  we  were  everywhere  sympathizing  with 
our  allies  in  their  arduous  struggles  ibr  uberty, 
and  echoing  from  every  part  ofthe  Union,  our 
congratulations  and  good  wishes,  the  pecuniary 
succors  so  critically  necessary  to  their  causeL  and 
the  most  substantial  proof  of  the  sincerity  ot  our 
professions^  should  be  silently  withdrawn  across 
the  Atlantic  from  the  object  for  which  they  were 
intended — succors,  too,  which  were  not  merely  a 
tribute  of  gratitude,  of  generosity,  or  of  benevolent 
zeal  for  the  triumph  of  liberty,  but  a  debt  more- 
over of  strict  and  positive  obligation,  for  vakie 
acknowledged  and  received.  In  contemplating 
the  subieet  in  this  point  of  view,  he  felt  a  piain 
which  he  could  not  easilv  express,  and  to  which, 
he  pursuaded  himself^  the  breast  of  no  other  mem"* 
ber  could  be  a  ttrangar.    Laying  asld«,  however, 


all  these  unfavorable  considerations,  the  importaat 
question  still  remained,  why  the  Legislature  had 
been  uninformed  of  the  moneys  so  unexpectedly 
drawn  into  the  Bank,  and  to  so  very  great  an 
amount?  If  the  drafts  had  received  every  requi- 
site sanction,  if  they  had  been  produced  by  tne  myoot 
justifiable  cause?,  the  exist^ice  of  $1^20^76,  in  a 
situation  so  different  from  what  had  been  contem- 
plated, was  a  fact  which  the  Representatives  of  the 
people  had  a  riffht  to  know,  which  it  was  impoft- 
ant  to  them  and  their  constituents  that  they  slmuld 
know,  and  which  it  was  the  indispensable  duty  of 
the  officer  charged  with  it  to  have  made  known. 
This  omission  was  the  more  remarkable  when 
considered  in  relation  to  the  measure  above-flaeo- 
tioned,  of  paying  off  at  once  the  whole  sum  of 
$2,000,000,  payable  to  the  Bank  by  instalments  in 
ten  years.  A  bill  for  this  purpose  had  been  in- 
troduced, and  was  on  its  passage ;  the  object  of  it 
had  been  patronized  by  a  rqx>rt  of  the  Secretary 
not  loMT  smce  made.  In  one  of  his  last  reports  he 
expressly  states,  among  the  inducements  to  such 
extensive  drafts  of  money  from  Europe,  that  they 
were  made  ^  with  an  eve  to  placing  within  the 
reach  of  the  Lc^lature''  the  means  necessary  for 
this  object  Was  it  not  extraordinary,  was  it  not 
unaccountable,  that  so  important  a  measure  should 
be  recommended,  and  be  actually  introduced,  a»d 
that  money  otherwise  appropriated  in  Europe 
^ould  be  transferred  to  this  country  and  dcsosited 
in  the  Bank^  in  order  that  it  might  be  within  the 
reach  of  being  i^pplied  by  the  Legislature  to  that 
measure,  and  yet  that  no  disclosure  should  be 
made  to  the  Legislature  of  the  &ct  that  the  money 
was  so  drawn  and  lay  at  the  Bank,  within  their 
reach,  to  be  so  applied  ?  If  anything  eoidd 
heighten  astonishment  on  this  occasion  it  must  fe 
the  reason  assimied  by  the  Secretary  for  any  «^ 
scurity  that  mi^t  have  hung  over  our  fioanoef — 
"  that,  till  the  last  resolutioni^  no  call  had  been 
made  on  the  Department  which  rendered  it  pi^- 
per  to  exhibit  a  general  view  of  the  public  moneys 
and  funds,  or  to  show  the  amount  and  situation  of 
such  as  were  unapplied."  Mr.  M.  would  not  de- 
cide that  the  Legislature  was  free  from  blame  bi 
not  using  more  full  and  efficacious  means  of  oIk 
taining  such  information  as  would  have  removed 
all  obscurity.  But,  whatever  degree  of  blame 
might  fall  on  them,  it  never  could  be  admitted 
that  their  caUs  on  the  Dmiogrtmeat  had  furnished 
no  proper  occasion  ibr  exhibiting  a  full  view  of  the 
pttldie  finances.  He  refeirad  geneially  lo  the  th- 
rioua  reaolationa,  whieh,  with0Ut  the  least  iiureeof 
coBstructioiK  would  have  extmded  to  every  p»^ 
per  article  «  isforittation.  He  reminded  the  Oon- 
mittee  oi  Uie  latitude  of  reports  «nder  eertaki 
other  onlen  of  the  Hoose,  and  asked  whether  less 
freedom  of  construction  was  to  be  allowed  when 
information  was  to  be  given,  than  when  power  or 
discretion  was  to  be  exercised  ?  But  independ- 
ently of  this  view  of  the  matter,  Mr.  M.  held  k  to 
be  clear  and  palpable  that  the  very  atuation  of  the 
money  afibrded  an  occasion  which  rendered  it 
proper  that  the  House  should  be  informed  of  tc 
If  a  liberty  could  be  taken  of  removing  mooey 
from  B^rqiMi,  where  it  stood  appropriated  by  law. 
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to  this  country,  where  there  was  no  legal  obieet 
that  required  it,  and  with  an  eye,  as  was  stated,  to 
an  object  to  which  no  money  was  applicable,  with- 
out the  authority  of  the  Legislature,  how  could  it 
possibly  be  supposed  improper  to  take  the  farther 
uber ty  of  commonicatiiuf  what  was  done  to  the 
Legisialure  ?  He  concluded  with  recurring  to 
the  particular  form  in  which  the  subject  presented 
itself  to  the  Committee,  and  repeating  that,  wlmt- 
eirer  quality  might  be  attached  to  the  fects  charged, 
or  however  improper  it  might  be  thought  by  some 
to  proceed  in  haste  to  any  affirmatiTe  decision  on 
them^it  appeared  irreconcilable  with  the  eridence 
irikich  had  been  produced,  to  decide,  by  a  negatire 
▼Ot^  against  the  truth  of  the  iaets. 

Mr.  Amb»  prefaced  his  remarks  on  the  subject 
before  the  Committee  by  some  observations  on 
the  nature  of  the  charges  brought  forward.  He 
was  happy  that  they  were  determinate,  and  ecm- 
ceived  that  the  detenee  could  be  crowded  in  a 
natsheU.  As  to  the  first  charge  in  the  resolution 
immediately  before  the  Committee,  he  had  seen 
no  proof  in  support  of  it  brought  forward.  It  is 
founded  only  on  aasertton^  and  he  conceived  that 
centra-assertion  was  sufficient  to  meet  it.  No 
authority,  it  was  said,  was  giren  to  the  Secretary 
to  obtain  the  Loan  under  the  blended  authority 
of  both  acts.  This  is  not  one  of  the  ehargc» 
uielttded  in  the  resolutions  before  the  Committee, 
and  therefore  diis  is  not  the  time  to  answer  it. 
However,  if  this  were&ct,  nothing  criminal  eould 
in  consequence  be  imputed ;  ana,  since  the  pur- 
poses of  both  laws  were  carried  into  ezeeuaon, 
there  could  be  no  ground  for  saying  that  either 
was  violated.  He  said  much  on  the  impractica- 
biity  of  the  line  of  conduct  which  some  mitle- 
men  appeared  to  think  ought  to  have  been  follow- 
ed by  the  Secretary.  It  was  impossible  to  keep 
deferent  funds,  dmerently  appropriated,  so  invio- 
lably separate  as  that  one  might  not  be  used  for 
the  object  of  the  other;  all  was  right,  he  con- 
ceived, provided  what  was  taken  was  to  be  re- 
placed. He  was  also  of  opinion  that  the  over- 
flowing of  one  fund  could  be  applied  to  make  up 
the  deiejeacy  of  anoth^ ;  and  that  all  that  is  ne- 
oeasary  is  lo  give  priority  to  the  appropriation. 
The  money  paid  in  Eknrope  for  interest  on  the 
Loan  was  said  to  have  been  improperly  applied, 
because  the  iuad  appropriated  for  the  purpose  was 
here.  He  insisted  that  that  money  was  absolutely 
represented  here  by  an  equal  sum :  and  he  con- 
tended that  thouga  the  interest  was  not  paid 
in  the  identical  cmn  appropriated,  yet,  by  allow- 
ing a  very  reasonable  latitude  oi  expression,  it 
could  be  said  that  the  interest  was  paid  with  the 
money  appropriated,  for  the  applicability  of  the 
sums  there  depended  on  the  existence  of  the  f\ind 
here.  He  next  turned  to  the  second  charge  in 
the  resolution ;  and,  after  showing  that  the  natural 
presumption  was.  that  the  Secretary  either  was 
instructed  or  hati  a  discretionary  power,  he  then 
vindicated  his  conduct  in  respect  to  the  drafts  of 
money  to  this  country.  He  did  honor  to  the  mo- 
tives of  the  gentlemen  vrho  had  instituted  the 
inquiry,  and  concluded  an  elegant  speech,  by 
a  contrasted  picture  of  our  former  and  present 


situation  as  a  country,  dwelling  upon  the  import- 
ance of  preserving  harmony,  and  insisting  on  the 
danger  of  giving  rise  to  suspicions  against  a  highly 
responsible  officer,  and  of  bringing  forward  ohuges 
not  to  be  supported  by  proof. 

Mr.  FiNDLET.— If  my  hopes  respecting  the  €k)- 
vemment  have  not  been  equally  elevated  with 
those  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Ames,]  neither  are  my  apprehensions  so  much 
depressed  with  fears.  But  I  hope  I  am  equally 
anxious  for  the  stability  and  prosperity  of  the 
Qovemment ;  and  though  we  differ  \n  opinion  on 
this  question,  yet  I  am  firmly  persuaded  that  the 
part  I  take  is  the  best  calculated  to  promote  ^e 
necessary  confidence  in  Government,  and  secure 
the  virtue  of  its  Administration.  As  the  gentle- 
man, in  an  elegant  discourse,  has  explaiiied  no 
difficulties,  nor  adduced  any  proolii  in  support  of 
his  opinions,  I  will  only  add.  that  I  believe  the 
Government  to  be  so  well  established,  and  so  mueh 
beloved  by  the  citizens,  as  not  to  be  endangered 
by  the  House  of  Representatives'  examining  how 
the  laws  have  been  obeyed  in  the  api^kation  of 
public  money,  and  giving  their  opinions  upon  the 
result  ol  that  examination. 

That  the  Secretary  has  not  reported  fuUylo 
this  House,  in  due  time,  is  so  mueh  within  the 
kliowledge  of  every  member,  that  it  is  imposnble 
to  doubt  of  the  truth  of  the  fact,  however  we  may 
differ  about  the  propriety  of  the  conduct.  To  go 
no  further  back  than  last  session-^besides  the  re- 
ferences to  the  Secretary  to  report  upon  the  Waye 
and  Means,  and  inform  the  House  what  revenues 
were  necessary,  on  the  90th  of  February,  17^1.  a 
standing  order  was  resolved,  directing  that  he 
should  report  to  the  House,  within  a  few  days 
after  Che  meeting  of  the  next  session^  "  an  accuiate 
statement  and  Account  of  the  receipts  and  expend- 
itures of  all  the  public  meseys,  in  which  shaU  be 
distinguished  the  expenditures  which  fhU  under 
each  head  of  appropriation,  and  that  it  shall  he 
shown  the  sums,  if  any,  which  remain  unexpewiU 
ed,**  ^.  Were  not  the  moneys  drawn  upon  |oan^ 
pwKc  money*,  and  were  not  those  loans  appropri- 
ated ?  Undoubtedly,  they  were  strictly  so.  it  is 
a  strange  evasion  to  say,  tnat  by  these  expressions^ 
only  the  current  revenue  is  intended.  Arguments 
must  be  scarce  vrfaen  this  becomes  necessary.  It 
requires  no  refutation. 

On  the  19th  of  January  last,  he  was  called  UfNOn 
to  "  lay  before  the  House  such  information  with 
respect  to  the  finances  of  the  United  States,  as 
will  enable  the  Le^slature  to  judge  whether  any 
or  what  additional  revenues  will  be  necessary.'* 
In  consequence  of  the  recommendations  of  ttie 
Prbsidbnt,  and  the  wishes  of  this  House,  to  eom- 
mence  the  discharge  of  the  redeemable  part  of  the 
Funded  Debt,  a  reference  was  made  to  the  Secre- 
tary, requiring  him  to  report  a  mode  for  the  appti- 
cation  of  the  public  money  f6r  that  purpose ;  the 
House  beinj^  assured,  by  the  gentleman  who  moved 
the  resolution,  that  no  new  tax  was  intended  or 
necessary.  But  the  Secretary,  so  far  from  infmn- 
inff  the  House  how  much  money  he  had  mkjeet 
to  his  discretion,  in  the  Bank,  in  notes,  Ac.,  pro- 
posed a  new  and  partial  tax,  as  the  fbundalion  ^ 
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a  new  system  of  loans.  When  the  memorahle  bill 
to  authorize  anoUier  loan  of  $2,000,000,  was  be- 
foie  the  House,  a  few  weeks  ago,  we  were  told  by 
sentlemen  on  this  floor,  that  were  was  not  time 
for  argument ;  that  the  bill  must  be  passed  in  three 
or  four  days,  6lc,;  and  when  we  wanted  informa- 
tion, we  were  told  by  some  of  the  friends  of  the 
bill  that  it  was  not  convenient  to  give  information 
there — that  we  mi|[ht  procure  information  else- 
where, as  they  had  done.  I  confess  I  did  not  com- 
prehend this  method  of  le^lating ;  but  the  Secre- 
tary has  since  explained  it,  in  one  of  his  Reports, 
by  complaining  of  the  House,  because  the  mem- 
bers did  not  go  to  his  office  and  ask  information, 
instead  of  requiring  it  to  be  publicly  reported. 

Even  when  this  favorite  bill  for  a  new  loan  was 
before  the  House,  the  Secretarv  did  not  condescend 
to  inform  us  that  he  had,  witnout  authority,  pro- 
vided near  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars  for  that 
purpose ;  he  did  not  inform  us  how  obligingly  he 
nad  drawn  biUs  upon  our  bankers  in  Holland,  to 
have  the  money  put  in  our  way.  Thus,  in  order 
to  anticipate  the  pajrments  due  to  the  Bank,  he  did 
what  he  could  to  mduce  Congress  to  break  the 
public  faith^  by  repealing  the  existing  appropria- 
tion made  for  securing  the  discharge  of  a  debt  of 
justice  and  gratitude  to  the  French  nation.  From 
this  and  other  instances,  it  appears,  that  however 
high  the  Secretary's  re^rd  for  public  credit  may 
be^  there  are  other  considerations  which  have  op- 
tamed  a  higher  degree  of  his  attention  than  obedi- 
ence to  the  laws.  The  sentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  MAnisoN]  has  so  clearly  explained  the  na- 
ture of  that  discretion  with  which  the  Secretary 
is  vested,  and  so  fully  proved  that  there  was  no 
necessity  to  justify  a  departure  from  the  appropri- 
ations made  by  law,  that  it  is  not  necessary  for 
me  to  explain  further  on  this  head.  However,  I 
cannot  help  remarking,  that  the  discretionary 
powers  were  pretty  freely  exercised.  The  draw- 
mg  of  bills  began  early  indeed,  and  were  continued 
to  a  recent  period.  The  times  of  drawing  fortu- 
nately corresponded  with  the  necessities  of  the 
Bank,  and  the  power  of  employing  agents  was 
pretty  freely  used.  The  same  agents  were  frequent- 
ly both  the  sellers  and  the  purchasers  of  the  bills, 
rerhaps  this  was  necessary :  no  doubt  it  was  con- 
venient Probably  it  was  safe;  but  who  can  say 
it  will  be  alwayrs  so. 

I  have  not  said  so  much  to  prove  the  truth  of  the 
facts  expressed  in  the  resoluti<)n,  for  of  this  there 
can  be  no  doubt — it  is  as  clear  as  the  sun,  shining 
in  day-liffht, — but,  in  order  to  prove  the  propriety 
of  this  Committee  expressing  its  disapprobation 
of  a  conduct  so  unjustifiable.  That  information 
was  withheld  unduly,  is  evident,  from  the  lateness 
of  this  discussion ;  tnat  it  was  obtained  with  diffi- 
culty, is  evident,  from  the  numerous  applications 
we  were  obligea  to  make  in  order  to  obtain  it. 

Mr.  BouniNOT  called  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  change  in  the  usual  situation  of  the 
House.  They  were  no  longer  actin^^  in  a  Legis- 
lative capacity,  but  were  now  exercising  the  im- 
portant office  of  the  srand  inouest  of  the  Nation. 
It  was  necessary  to  advert  to  tnis  circumstance,  to 
prevent  running  into  the  diffuse  mode  of  argu- 


ment that  had  improperly  been  adopted  on  this 
occasion.    A  gentleman  of  this  Committee  had 
thought  proper  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the 
conduct  of  an  officer  of  the  Government  in  a  very 
important  and  highly  responsible  station.  He  had 
exhibited  his  charges  af;ainst  him  in  writing — had 
reduced  them  to  certam  and  specific  facts.    To 
these,  and  to  these  alone,  he  hsui  pointed  his  evi- 
dence, and  we  were  bound  in  honor  and  in  con- 
science to  give  a  just  and  decisive  opinion  on 
each  independent  charge.    In  the  first  place,  the 
truth  of  the  facts  must  t>e  settled  and  estaUisned ;. 
if  in  their  favor,  the  criminality  would  then  ne- 
cessarily require  a  second  consideration.     The- 
honor  and  reputation  of  the  officer  thus  charged, 
as  well  as  the  respect  due  to  the  ^^tleman  who 
had  brought  forward  the  accusation,  required  a 
steady,  uniform,  and  disinterested  examination  of 
every  question  from  us.    Under  this  view  of  the 
subject,  Mr.  B.  said  he  should  avoid  the  desultory 
mode  of  argumentation  that  had  been  run  into  on 
both  sides,  and  confine  himself  to  the  nature  of 
the  facts  charged,  and  the  evidence  adduced  in 
support  of  them.    The  short  time  that  yet  re- 
mamed  of  the  session  was  too  precious  to  waste 
in  collateral  arguments,  or  the  consideratioQ  of 
merely  presumptive  proofs.    The  first  charge  in 
the  resolution  now  before  the  Committee  was. 
"  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  violated 
the  law  passed  on  the  4th  of  August,  1790,  making 
appropriations  of  certain  moneys  authorized  to  be 
borrowed  by  the  same  law,  in  the  following  par- 
ticulars, to  wit :  1st  By  applying  a  certain  por- 
tion of  the  principal  borrowed  to  the  payment  of 
interest  falhng  due  upon  that  principal,  which 
was  not  authorized  by  that  or  any  odier  law.   2d» 
By  drawing  part  of  the  same  moneys  into  the 
United  States,  without  the  instruction  of  the  Prb- 
sioENT."    These  specific  charges  make  it  neces- 
sary for  us  to  understand  determinately  the  terms 
of  the  act  mentioned  in  the  resolution,  and  the 
nature  of  the  proof  offered  in  its  support    By  the 
act  of  the  4th  August,  1790,  section  2 — 

''The  PmssiDBHT  or  thb  UinrsD  States  is  an- 
thorized  to  cause  to  be  IxNrrowed  a  sum  or  sums  not 
exceeding  in  the  whole  twelve  millions  of  dollars ;  and 
that  80  much  of  this  sum  as  may  be  necessary  to  the 
discharge  of  the  arrears  of  interest  on  loans  hmtoibre 
made  by  the  United  States  in  foreign  countries,  and 
the  insUlments  of  the  principal  of  the  said  Foreign 
Debt,  and  (if  it  could  be  efiected  upon  terms  advan- 
tageous to  the  United  States)  to  the  paying  off  the 
whole  of  the  said  Foreign  Debt,  be  appropriated  solely 
to  these  purposes ;  and  the  PmssiDSirT  was  moreover 
further  authorized  to  cause  to  be  made  such  other  con- 
tracts respecting  the  said  Debt  as  should  be  found  for 
the  interest  of  the  said  States." 

It  is  asserted  by  the  prosecutor  of  these  charges 
that  this  act  contained  an  emphatic  appropriation 
of  the  whole  of  the  twelve  millions  oi  dollars  to 
the  DAyment  of  the  Foreign  Debt.  By  a  Letter  to 
Mr.  Short  of  May  9, 1791,  read  in  the  Committee, 
it  appears  Uiat  a  Lioan  of  three  millions  of  florins- 
had  been  made,  and  that  one-half  only  was  appro- 
priated to  the  payment  of  our  debt  to  France, 
and  that  eight  nundred  thousand  florins  were  to 
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be  drawn  to  this  country.    This  was  said  to  be 
contrary  to  the  terms  of  the  appropriation,  and 
without  authority ;  and  the  Secretary's  Report  of 
January  3, 1793,  folio  3,  was  referrea  to  in  proof 
of  the  fact  "that  the  interest  arising  on  the  prin- 
cipal borrowed  under  this  act  was  paid  out  of  that 
Srmcipal  f  when,  by  the  same  law,  part  of  the 
omestic  revenues  of  the  United  States  were  ap- 
mropriated  to  that  purpose.    The  words  of  the 
tleport  are,  "  payments  on  account  of  other  Fo- 
reign Loans  made  and  to  be  made  to  the  1st  Janu- 
ary, 1793,  inclusive.    February  1, 1791,  two-hun- 
dred and  eighty-nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-three  florins  six  stivers,  with  several  other 
payments  on  the  same  terms,  till  January  1, 1793, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  one  million  eiffht  hun- 
dred and  thirty-three  thousand  one  hundred  and 
eighty  nine  norins  two   stivers   eight   deniers. 
These  payments  were  asserted  to  be  on  account 
of  interest  on  th^  principal  borrowed,  but  without 
further  proof.    By  the  Keport,  folio  4,  it  appears 
that  on  the  1st  of  February.  1790,  there  w^s  bor- 
rowed no  more  than  one  million  one  hundred  and 
sixty-seven  thousand  florins,  on  which  was  due 
the  1st  of  February,  1791,  one  year's  interest, 
amounting,  at  five  per  cent,  to  fiity-eight  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  fifty  florins ;  but  t  his  evi- 
dence proves  that  two  hundred  and  eig'i(y-nine 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three  florins 
were  paid  on  that  day.    Can  gentlemen  be  serious 
when  they  assert  that  this  was  for  intere»t  on  this 
principal  borrowed,  being  almost  twenty-five  per 
cent,  per  annum,  instead  of  five.    This  certainly 
is  an  inattention  to  the  subject  that  the  serious 
nature  of  the  charge  cannot  justify.    Mr.  B.  then 
asserted  that,  on  a  critical  examination  of  these 
itemsL  they  will  be  found  to  be  instalments  of  the 
Dutcn  Loans  made  by  the  old  Congress,  and 
which  this  money  was  expressly  appropriated  to 
discharge ;  but  he  said  he  did  not  mean  to  avoid 
the  fact,  had  it  been  proved,  but  he  denied  that 
any  evidence  of  it  arose  from  this  testimony. 
The  President  was  generally  authorized  to  make 
the  loans.    Money  arising  from  a  domestic  fund 
was  appropriated  to  pay  the  interest.    It  happened 
that  tne  Loan  was  maae  in  Europe,  to  the  amount 
of  three  millions  of  florins ;  part  of  it  was  to  be 
drawn  to  this  country,  but  before  that  event  inte- 
rest became  due;  this  was  paid  out  of  the  moneys 
intended  to  be  drawn  into  tnis  country,  and  repaid 
by  the  fund  here,  to  prevent  the  unnecessary  send- 
ing the  moneys  from  one  country  to  the  other. 
Mr.  B.  asked,  ir  the  Secretary  had  aone  otherwise, 
would  any  man  in  his  senses  have  thought  him 
worthy  oi  the  trust  committed  to  him  ?    But  the 
-  gentleman  has  proceeded  on  this  charge  (and  has 
80  expressed  himself)  as  if  this  loan  was  exclu- 
sively made  under  the  act  of  the  4th  August, 
mentioned  in  the  resolution  before  us,  and  there- 
fore was  wholly  appropriated  by  law  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  Foreign  Debt,  and  ou^ht  not,  in  any 
part,  to  have  been  drawn  into  this  country  for 
other  purposes.    Thb  brings  to  consideration  the 
act  of  the  12th  Auffust,  1790,  passed  eight  days 
after  the  act  alluded  to.    By  the  4th  section  of 
this  act  the  Prbsidemt  of  the  Unitei>  States 


is  authorized  to  cause .  to  be  borrowed  a  sum  or 
sums  not  exceeding  two  millions  of  dollars,  at  an 
interest  not  exceeding  five  per  cent.,  and  that  the 
interest  should  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  the 
Debt  of  the  United  States.    The  difierence  be- 
tween  these  acts  was,  by  that  of  the  4th  of  Au- 
gust, the  President  had  a  discretion  as  to  the  ap- 
plication of  the  sum  borrowed  towards  payment 
of  the  whole  of  the  Foreign  Debt,  over  and  above 
the  instalments,  depending  upon  terms  of  advan* 
tage  to  the  IJnited  States.    By  the  second  act 
there  was  no  discretion,  the  whole  moneys  being 
positively  directed  by  law  to  be  applied  towards 
the  purchasing  of  tne  Domestic  Debt.    By  the 
first  there  was  no  restriction,  in  point  of  interest, 
to  be  paid,  but  an  injunction  that  the  terms  ot 
repayment  should  be   stipulated  within   fifteen 
years.    By  the  second,  interest  was  restricted  to 
five  per  cent.,  and  no  terms  of  repayment  enjoined^ 
By  tne  preamble  to  the  first  law,  the  object  of  it 
appears  to  be  the  doing  of  justice  and  supporting 
public  credit,  by  the  payment  of  the  Foreign 
Debt;  by  that  of  the  second,  "the  reduction  of 
the  Public  Debt,  which  would  be  beneficial  to  the 
credit  of  the  Union,  by  raising  the  price  of  their 
stock,  and  be  productive  of  savings  to  the  United 
States."    By  virtue  of  these  acts  the  PREsiosTrr 
thought  proper  to  constitute  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  his  agent  to  make  the  loans ;  and,  ac- 
cordingly, on  the  28th  of  August,  1790,  by  a  com- 
mission under  his  hand  and  seal,  reciting  both  the 
said  laws,  authorized  him,  "by  himself  or  any 
other  person  or  persons   generally,  to  borrow, 
within  the  Unitea  States  or  elsewnere,  a  sum  or 
sums  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  fourteen  millions 
of  dollars,  subject  to  the  restrictions  and  limita- 
tions in  the  said  several  acts  contained."    With 
this  commis^on  the  Secretary  received  instruc- 
tions relative  to  the  said  loans,  in  these  words : 
"  You  shall  borrow,  or  cause  to  be  borrowed,  on 
the  best  terms  which  shall  be  found  practicable, 
and  within  the  limitations  prescribed  by  law,  as 
to  the  time  of  repayment  and  rate  of  interest, 
such  sum  or  sums  as  shall  be  sufficient  to  dis- 
charge as  well  all  instalments  or  parts  of  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  Foreign  Debt  which  now  are  due,  or 
shall  become  payable  to  the  end  of  the  year  1791, 
as  all  interest  and  arrears  of  interest  which  now  are 
or  shall  become  due.  in  respect  to  the  said  Debt 
to  the  same  end  of  the  year  1791.    And  you  shall 
apply,  or  cause  to, be  applied,  the  moneys  which 
shall  DC  so  borrowed,  with  all  convenient  despatch, 
to  the  payment  of  the  said  instalments  ana  parts 
of  the  principal  and  interest,  and  arrears  ot  the 
intere^  of  the  said  Debt.    You  shall  not  extend 
the  amount  of  the  said  Loan  beyond  the  sum 
which  shall  be  necessary  for  completing  such  pay- 
ment, unless  upon  terms  more  advantageous  to 
the  United  States,"  &c. 

These  instructions  related  solely  to  the  applica- 
tion of  the  twelve  millions,  the  two  mUlions,  as 
before  observed,  being^  applied  by  law,  without 
any  discretionarV  power,  to  the  reduction  of  the 
Public  Debt.  Under  this  commission,  it  is  in 
proof  the  Secretary  caused  three  millions  of  florins 
to  be  borrowed  in  Burope  generally,  without  es- 
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predsinar  particxdariy  under  which  law,  bat  recit- 
ing under  thetii  both.  He  directed  half  of  this 
sum  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  Foreign 
Debt,  and  part  of  the  other  half  he  appropriated, 
for  the  purposes  mentioned,  towards  the  reduction 
of  the  Public  Debt.  But  it  is  insisted  that  the 
whole  of  this  money  wias  borrowed  under  the  act 
of  the  4th  Aueust,  and  therefore  it  was  highly 
criminal  to  apply  any  part  of  it  to  the  discharge 
of  the  interest  arining  on  the  principal  so  bor- 
rowed, there  being  another  fund  designed  for  that 
Sirpose.  But  it  has  clearly  appeared  that  the 
ecretary  made  this  Loan  in  Europe,  where  the 
interest  was  to  be  paid  and  had  become  due  \  the 
Aind  for  its  payment  was  in  this  country ;  and 
therefore,  if  he  was  authorized  to  draw  any  part 
c^  that  principal  into  the  United  States,  it  was  a 
tnere  economical  operation,  to  pay  the  interest 
there  out  of  those  moneys  on  the  spot,  and  repay 
them  out  of  moneys  here,  where  they  were  to  be 
ipl^ied,  and  by  that  means  prerent  the  loss  of  in- 
surance and  interest,  that  must  have  arisen  by 
another  negotiation.  This  question,  then,  depends 
whoUv*  on  the  &ct  whether  this  money  was  bor- 
rowed by  virtue  of  both  acts,  or  under  that  of  the 
12th  of  August  exclusively. 

The  Loan  was  made  at  fi?e  per  cent.,  subject  to 
charges  and  douceUR  of  four  and  a  half  per  cent, 
on  the  whole.  The  Secretary  thought  this  within 
the  act  of  the  twelfth  of  August,  limiting  him  to 
an  interest  not  exceeding  five  t>er  cent.  This  was 
the  opinion  of  others  b^des  tne  Secretary.  Mr. 
B.  himself  had  been  of  that  opinion,  and  at  the 
tfitne  thottgtit  an  application  to  the  LegisUiture 
unnecessary,  ftut  th^  prudence  and  caution  of 
tlve  Secretary  led  him  to  stat^  this  ftict  to  Con- 
gress for  their  consideration  and  determination, 
who,  by  an  act  of  the  3d  March,  1791,  declarea 
Ih^ir  sense  of  the  act  of  the  13th  of  August,  and 
that  the  Loan  was  legally  made  under  that  act. 
The  preamble  to  this  act  removes  all  doubt  on 
tills  question : 

^^Whentu  U  hath  been  made  known  to  Congreu 
that  the  PassiDxirr  or  thx  Uititbd  Statxb,  in  con- 
sequence of  an  act  making  pn>vi8ion  for  the  redaction 
^  the  Public  Debt,  (that  is,  that  of  the  twelfth  of  Au- 
rust,)  hath  caused  a  certain  loan  to  b6  made  in  Hoi-' 
Jandf  on  account  of  the  United  Stated,  to  the  amount 
of  three  milfiotta  of  florina,  bearing  an  interest  of  five 
per  Cent,"  dee.  ''And  whereas  St  hath  been  also  stated 
to  Congreas  that  the  charges  upon  siid  loan  ha^e 
alnouaMed  to  four  and  a  half  per  oent.>  whereby  a 
A)«bl  haA  arisen,  whether  tiie  aaid  loan  he  wftfiin  the 
meaning  of  the  aaid  lafltpmeiitiiiiied  act,  whtdi  Kmili 
te  rate  of  interest  to  fire  per  €ent  per  amram*.  Aad 
wkareas  it  b  expedient  that  the  aaad  doubt  should  be 
removed,  be  it  enacted,''  &c^  "  that  the  loan  albn- 
aaid  shall  be  deemed  and  construed  to  be  within  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  eaid  act  making  propi' 
tionfor  the  reduction  oftiepubUe  debt,"  4^ 

This  puts  an  end  to  any  dispute  on  this  sub- 
ject ;  and  if  this  money  was  borrowed  under  both 
•^ts  iointly,  or  exclusively  under  the  act  of  the 
Urdith  August,  there  can  be  no  propriety  or  jus- 
^e  in  the  chwe,  that  the  Secretary  had  vio- 
iMed  the  act  of  tSe  fourth  of  A«glu^  in  applying 


part  of  this  money  to  the  purposes  of  the  act  of 
the  tWelth  of  August,  under  wiiich  the  Loan^  as  to 
a  greater  sum,  was  certainly  made.  By  this  act 
also  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  meaning^ 
of  the  act  of  the  twelfth  of  August  as  to  the  re* 
striction  of  the  interest  to  five  per  cent,  wa^  cotH 
firmed,  and  of  course  all  his  proceedings  under  it 
There  can  then  be  no  foundation  for  the  charge, 
and  it  remains  unsupported  by  proof. 

The  next  part  of  the  accusation  attempted  to 
be  supported,  was  the  drawing  part  of  the  same 
"  moneys  of  the  United  States  without  instruc- 
tions from  the  FREStDsivT."  The  instructiotis 
fVom  the  Fresidekt  as  to  the  making  the  loans 
and  applying  them  were  only  called  for,  he  has 
therefore  only  reported  these  to  the  House ;  from 
this  negative  testimony,  it  was  presutned  that  no 
other  instructions  have  been  ffiven.  This  is  weak 
support,  indeed^  to  a  criminal  charge  of  this  na*- 
ture.  I  know  it  has  been  ursed  by  one  gentle- 
man [Mr.  Mercbr]  that  the  Secretary  has  been 
called  upon  for  the  instructions,  and  if  he  has 
failed  to  report  them  to  the  House,  he  oueht  to 
sufier :  this  shows  how  fallible  gentlemen^  me- 
mories are.  There  has  been  no  call  whatever  of 
the  House  on  the  Secretary  for  this  purpose-— our 
Journals  do  not  show  any.  The  requisition  was 
to  the  Prbbioent,  and  he  has  complied  with  the 
terms  of  it.  But  if  we  are  to  rest  on  presumptive 
evidence,  the  presumptibn  is  in  favor  of  the  Be* 
cretary.  The  PREsinBirr  has  not  made  objee'> 
tions  to  the  conduct  of  his  agent.  He  has  men^ 
tioned  the  loans  to  Congress,  without  disapproba- 
tion. The  agent  was  properly  accountable  to  hiin, 
and  he  has  not  found  mult  with  him ;  but  in  his 
Speech  at  the  opening  of  this  and  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  has  expressed  great  satisfaction  in  the 
state  of  public  afiairs.  But  if  the  gentlemen  who 
advocate  this  prosecution  really  believed  this  iiict 
had  thev  it  not  in  their  power  to  have  rendered 
the  evidence  certiun  to  demonstration,  by  request- 
ing, by  resolutions  of  the  House^  that  the  PiiBdt^ 
UBNT  vrottid  declare  whether  this  money  was  ot 
was  not  drawn  in  consequence  tji  his  instructions, 
or  with  his  ajmrobation  and  consent?  Can  any 
man  suppose  that  so  responsible  an  agent  as  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  would  presume  (for 
his  own  sake)  to  proceed  in  so  important  negotia- 
tion^ without  the  knowledge,  approbation,  and  di- 
rections of  the  President  op  the  United  States? 
But,  for  argument  sake,  suppose  the  fact  to  he 
true,  is  not  the  Secretary  an  officer  to  superintend 
the  collection  of  the  public  revenue  ?  As  soon  as 
this  Loan  was  made  under  the  act  of  the  twelfth 
August,  wte  it  not  his  duty,  without  further  in- 
structions, to  draw  the  money  into  the  United 
States  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  act? 
Wotrid  he  not  have  been  hi^ly  culpable  if  he 
had  left  this  money  in  Holland  tul  the  next  ses- 
sion of  Cowigress,  and  waited  for  a  law  authorizing 
him  so  to  do  ?  It  is  really  a  reflection  on  the 
whole  Legislature  to  suppose  they  would  have  di- 
rected a  Loan  which  should  remain  inactive  on  an 
interest  of  five  per  cent,  without  giving  a  power 
of  application. 

But  it  has  been  said  thataki^  sum,  visual- 
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motft  three  millions  of  dollars,  has  heen  drawn 
into  this  country,  which  was  more  than  the  Pbgsi- 
oetfl*  himself  was  authorized  to  do.  If  this  is 
meant  to  criminate  the  President,  we  ought  to 
know  it.  How  does  the  fact  stand  ?  It  is  agreed 
that  the  President  had  a  right  to  draw  the  mo- 
neys loaned  under  the  act  of  the  twelth  of  Au- 
gust ....    t8,000,000  00 

He  had  a  right  to  make  such 
other  contracts  respecting  the  Debt 
9a  should  be  for  the  interest  of  the 
United  States,  in  consequence 
whereof  the  agent  in  Europe 
agreed  with  the  National  Assem- 
b^or  the  Executive  of  Prance,  for 
the  payment  of  four  millions  of  li- 
tres, part  of  their  debt,  in  the  pro- 
dace  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
supply  of  St.  Doihingo    -  -        800,006  00 

The  interest  to  foreign  officers  •^ 

amonnted  to  about  -  -       191,316  90 

2,991,316  90 


This,  then,  makes  about  the  sum  that  it  is  proved 

M  dmwn  tor  br  the  Storetuy,  and  ^ows  that 
lie  did  not  exeeeo  the  powMs  Tested  in  live  Pre- 
0i»Birr  for  this  purpose. 

ft  has  been  also  hdd  up  as  highly  criminal  in 
the  Secretary,  that  although  he  TOgan  to  draw  for 
this  money  in  December,  1790,  yet  he  never  gave 
information  to  Comrress  or  to  the  Trustees  for 
purchasing  the  Pnbnc  Debt  on  the  subject;  but 
ffeft  them  wholly  in  the  dark  with  respect  to  so 
important  a  measure,  when  it  was  his  duty  par- 
ticularly to  have  kept  the  House  constantly  in* 
formed,  and  that  thb  could  oulj  have  ham^ened 
for  the  purpose  of  covering  some  improper  oesigiL 
or  aiding  individuab  with  the  pubae  monef  s  or 
the  United  States. 

To  this  charge  Mr.  JB^  aaid.  lie  had  paid  sericniB 
attention,  for  sis  on  th«  ome  iumd  he  wmtld  evor 
be  ready  to  brinff  every  defaulter  in  puUic  dfiee^ 
however  exalted  in  character,  to  coaoign  punish- 
ment, where  found  guilty :  on  the  other  haad,  he 
wished  ever  to  be  found  giving  foil  support  to 
^^^^  S<^  officer  of  Qovernment  a^nst  un- 
founded charges  of  peculation  and  mismanaffe- 
ment  of  the  public  revenue.  He  had  satidied  his 
mind  on  the  subject,  not  being  able  to  find  a  scin- 
tilla of  evidence  to  support  the  charge,  but  abund- 
ant testimony  to  the  contrary. 

1.  Congress  knew  that  this  money  was  «|»pro- 
priated  to  the  payment  of  the  debts  m  this  oooa- 
try,  that  the  Loan  was  Hiadeia  Holland, and li»ffe- 
ft>re  that  it  must  necessarily  be  drawn  hisre  for 
the  purposes  of  the  act. 

2.  By  the  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Sink- 
mg  Fund,  folio  12,  under  the  date  of  the  25th  of 
August,  1790,  is  the  following  entry : 

'<It  is  probable  that  it  will  be  deemed  advisable  to 
pay  the  interest  for  the  year  1791  on  the  amount  of  the 
foreign  debt  out  of  foreign  loans.  There  is  one  now  ma- 
tored  for  the  acceptance  of  the  United  States,  amounts 
ing  to  three  miDionfl  <^  florins,  the  froeeedi  tfiMek 


The  expediency  of  an  acoeptance  of  die  loan,  tend  of 
tm  appkeaiim  tfime  third  ofit,  to  the  purpose  cf  tie 
aet/for  the  reduction  cf  the  TPttiiit  DeSt,  i$  under  Ms 
eonddoratim  tf  the  Pmaiinsirr  o*  tas  Uititm 
Statss."— nAlexandor  Hsmihon,  Ssctetsry  of  the  TtetP 


This  entry  affords  strong  presumption  against 
all  the  suggestions  of  the  want  of  instructions  from 
the  PnBsinsNT,  or  his  ignorance  of  the  proceed- 
inm  of  the  Secretary. 

3.  The  Speech  of  the  Prbsidbnt  delivered  to 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  on  the  6th  of  December, 
1790,  has  the  following  paragraph : 

**  In  conforming  to  the  powers  vested  hi  me  by  the 
acts  of  the  last  8«islon,  a  Loan  of  three  millions  of  flo- 
rins, towards  which  some  provisional  measures  had 
pravkmaly  taken  place,  bss  been  completed  in  Holland. 
The  SsCTetary  of  the  Treasniy  has  my  directions  Is 
commttiioate  midk  further  par&Mlsrs  as  may  be  req»- 
aite  for  moro  precise  infomatioB.'' 

4.  The  Report  of  the  Secretary  in  confbrmity 
to  that  direction,  dated  24th  February,  1791,  men- 
tioning terms  of  the  loans  and  application  of  mo- 
nep. 

5.'  The  preamble  of  the  act  of  3d  March,  1791, 
already  read. 

6.  In  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  reoeints  and  ezpendituns  from  the 
commencement  ot  the  Government  to  the  31st  of 
December,  1791,  is  the  following  article  of  ro- 
ceipts: 

"Foreign  Loans. 

«  Prom  iSSe  President,  Directors,  Sl  Co.,  of 
the  Bank  of  North  America,  being  the 
produce  of  bffls  of  exchange,  drawn  on 
ibe  agents  for  nugstfatfeig  Forsiifi  IstMS 
in  Holland       ^  ^  .  .$289,S69  47 

«  Fnwn  the  Preadent,  Directors,  db  Co.,  of 
the  Bank  of  New  York,  being  the  pro- 
duce of  bifls  of  exchange,  drawn  on  the 
agents  aforesaid  ...    18>,1S1  St 

f961,S91  M 

7.  In  the  Treasurer's  account,  commencing  Ja- 
nuanr  h  1792,  and  ending  on  the  31st  March,  l7Gl3, 
are  found  the  following  entries  of  receipts : 

*^  On  the  pfQOseds  of  faiUs  of  •xshaage^dnMm  on  Wii^ 
behn  4t  Jsn  WiUvik,  Nkhelas  snd  J*osh  V«ii«tap» 
horst  dc  Hsibbard,  of  AmstsgHMn,  on  ssosant  4g 
horn  sMMfe  for  As  Uoitod  Btatsa,  pet  steteaMM^ 
f409^90»  60." 

In  his  aecewtat  iH>mtmeiicmg  on  the  l9t  df  AprMi 
1792,  attd  ending  on  the  dSth  of  June,  1792 : 

<<  On  the  proceeds  of  bills  of  exchange,  dec,  in  saihe 
words,  f  1,400,000." 

In  his  account  commencing  on  the  1st  of  July, 
1792,  and  ending  on  the  30th  of  September,  1792: 

'^  On  the  proceeds  of  bills  of  eoLdMBge,  dbe^  in  wmm 

w«ds,4l>0P(MMH>." 

Mr.  B.,  after  reading  these  Touehers,  preoeedcii  t 
These,  Mr.  Chairman,  are  the  feets  that  ham 
eonrinced  my  mind,  at  first  much  alarmed  at  the 
screrity  of  the  charges  and  the  positire  assertiotu 
of  gentlemen,  that  discoreiies  would  be  ttMta 
showing  corruption  «t  therery  heart  ct  thette- 
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Temment;  these  have  convinced  me  fully  that 
this  prosecution  has  been  rashly  brought  forward, 
without  a  proper  examination  of  the  transaction. 
My  mind,  in  a  conscientious  research  into  the 
§gcta,  has  not  been  able  to  raise  a  doubt,  on  which 
to  found  even  a  suspicion  of  the  integrity  or  abi- 
lities of  the  Secretary  in  thb  whole  negotiation. 
So  far  am  I  from  considering  those  charges  sup- 
ported hy  testimony,  that  I  consider  the  conduct 
of  the  officer  concerned  in  this  transaction,  not  only 
wholly  cleared  up,  but  the  measures  he  has  pur- 
sued as  stamped  with  wisdom  and  official  know- 
ledge. So  far  am  I  from  judging  him  reprehen- 
sible for  the  manner  in  which  he  has  negotiated 
and  applied  these  loans,  that  I  think  him  deserving 
of  the  thankful  approbation  of  his  country  for  his 
economy  and  strict  attention  to  the  true  mterests 
and  credit  of  the  United  States.  I  rejoice,  sir, 
that  after  so  full  and  zealous  an  investigation,  this 
officer,  though  unheard,  appears  to  be  free  from 
even  a  suspicion  of  malconduct  in  the  whole 
transaction ;  this  is  not  only  honorable  to  him,  but 
does  credit  to  our  country.  On  the  whole,  there- 
fore, I  am  decidedly  against  the  present  resolutions, 
and  shall  give  them  my  hearty  negative. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  seven  o'clock 
post  meridian. 

Evening  Session— 7  P.  M. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  certain  appropriations 
therein  mentioned  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate  entitledt^^  An  act 
providing  for  the  compensation  of  Ebenezer  Sto- 
rer,"  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

OFFICIAL  CONDUCT  OF  THE  SECRETARY 
OF  THB  TREASURY. 

The  House  a^ain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  third,  fourth, 
fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  and  eighth  resolutions  con- 
tained in  the  motion  of  Thursday  last,  respecting 
the  official  conduct  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury. The  third  resolution  being  still  under  con- 
sideration, in  the  words  following,  viz : 

Beaokedf  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  vi- 
dated  the  law  passed  the  4th  of  August,  1790,  making 
appropriations  of  certain  moneys  authorised  to  be  bor- 
rowed by  the  said  law,  in  the  following  particulara,  viz : 
First,  by  u>plying  a  certain  portion  of  the  principal  bor- 
rowed, to  the  payment  of  interest  fidling  due  upon  that 
principal,  which  was  not  authorized  by  that  or  any  other 
WW.  Secondly,  by  drawing  a  part  of  the  said  moneys 
into  the  United  States,  without  the  instructions  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put, 
that  the  House  do  agree  with  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  in  their  disagreement  to  the 
resolution,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative— 
yeas  40,  nays  12,  as  follows : 

YsAs^-Fisher  Ames,  Robert  BamweU,  Egbert  Ben- 
•on,  Elias  Boudinot,  Shearjashub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Thomas  Fitisimons,  El- 
bridge  Geny,  Nicholas  Crihnan,  Beigamin  Goodhue, 
James  Gordon,  Christopher  Greenup,  Samuel  Griffin, 
William  Barry  Grove,  Thomas  Hartley,  James  Hill- 
iMUM,  William  Hindman,  Philip  Key,  Aaron  KitcheU, 


John  Laurance,  Amasa  Jjeamed,  Richard  Bland  Lee, 
George  Leonard,  Samuel  Livermore,  Frederick  Augoa- 
tus  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Murray,  Natlumiel 
Niles,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel 
Smith,  William  Smith,  John  Steele,  Samuel  Sterrett, 
Jonathan  Sturges,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tudor 
Tucker,  Artemas  Ward,  Hugh  Williaimson,  and  Fran- 
cis Willis. 

Nats. — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Wil- 
liam Findley,  William  B.  Giles,  Andrew  Gregg,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  James  Madison,  John  Francis  Meicer, 
Andrew  Moore,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  and 
Joaiah  Parker. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  question  put, 
that  the  House  do  agree  with  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  in  their  disagreement  to  the 
fourth  resolution,  in  the  words  following : 

"Reaolvedj  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has 
deviated  from  the  instructions  given  him  by  the  Pma- 
siof  XT  or  THx  Uhitsd  States,  in  executing  the  au- 
thorities ibr  making  loans,  under  the  acts  of  the  fourth 
and  twelfth  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety :" 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  39, 
nays  12,  as  follows : 

Ybas^ — ^Fisher  Ames,  Robert  BamweU,  Egbeit  Ben- 
son, Blias  Boudinot,  Sheaijashub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Thomas  Fitiaimons,  El- 
bridge  Geny,  Nicholas  Oilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue, 
James  Gordon,  Christopher  Greenup,  Samuel  Griffin, 
William  Barry  Grove,  Thomas  Hartlev,  James  Hill- 
house,  William  Hindman,  Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kitchell, 
John  Laurance,  Amasa  Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee, 
George  Leonard,  Samuel  Livermore,  Frederick  Augus- 
tus Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Murray,  Nathaniel 
Niles,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel 
Smith,  William  Smith,  John  Steele,  Samuel  Sterrett, 
Jonathan  Sturges,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tudor 
Tucker,  Artemas  Ward,  and  Hugh  Williamson. 

Nats. — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  WO- 
liam  Findley,  William  B.  Giles,  Andrew  Gregg,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  James  Madison,  J<^  Frauds  Mercer, 
Andrew  Moore,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  and 
Josiah  Parker. 

Another  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  put,  that  the  House  do  a^ree  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  in  meir  disagree- 
ment to  the  fifth  resolution,  in  the  words  foUow- 
ing: 

**  Resohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  has 
omitted  to  discharge  an  essential  duty  of  his  office,  in 
filing  to  give  Congress  official  information,  in  due 
time,  of  the  moneys  drawn  by  him  from  Europe  into 
the  United  States ;  which  drawing  commenced  Decem- 
ber, one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety,  and  con- 
tinued until  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-three ;  and  of  the  cause  of  making  such  drafts :" 

Mr.  Datton  said,  that,  at  so  late  an  hour  of  the 
night,  he  was  unwilling  to  detain  the  Committee 
unnecessarily.  He  trusted,  however,  that  they 
would  grant  him  their  indulgence  and  attention 
for  a  few  moments  before  the  vote  was  taken. 
The  resolution  upon  which  the  sense  of  the  Com- 
mittee was  about  to  be  expressed  contained  a  di- 
rect charge  ajj^nst  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
for  having  **  tailed  to  give  Congress  official  infor- 
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mation  in  due  time  of  the  moneys  drawn  by  him 
from  Europe  into  the  United  States,  and  of  the 
cause  of  such  drafts."  He  rose  principally  to  re- 
mark, tha^  the  arguments  which  had  been  used  by 
the  advocates  of  these  xesolutions,  in  supiK)rt  of 
the  first  which  had  been  discu^e<L  and  particular- 
ly by  the  member  from  Virginia^  J^Mr.  Madison,] 
were  of  such  a  nature  as  must,  it  applied  to  the 
one  now  under  debate,  compel  that  gentleman  to 
abandon  this  charge,  and  give  it  his  negative,  if 
he  would  preserve  any  sort  of  consistency  oetween 
his  arguments  and  his  vote. 

It  had  been  asserted  by  him,  and  seemed  to  be 
relied  upon  as  an  important  fact^  that  the  Secre- 
tary's agency  in  respect  to  foreign  loans  did  not 
necessarily  result  from  the  duties  of  his  office,  or 
the  constitution  of  the  Treasury  Department, 
which  on  that  head  was  silent,  but  that  it  was 
founded  upon  a  special  commission  and  instruc- 
tions given  to  that  officer  by  the  President,  in 
whom  the  laws  had  vested  an  authority.  Under 
that  view,  then,  it  was  deemed  convenient  and 
proper  to  regard  the  President  as  the  principal, 
and  the  Secretary  as  his  agent,  in  order  that  there 
might  appear  to  be  some  foundation  for  the  charge 
against  the  latter  for  having  acted  in  any  instance 
without  the  express  instructions  of  the  former.  If 
this  was  truly  the  relationship  in  which  the  Se- 
cretary stood  to  the  President — if  the  Presi- 
dent's commission  was  his  authority,  and  the 
President's  instructions  his  law  and  guide — ^if 
the  case  of  loans  was,  in  respect  to  the  Treasury 
Department,  an  extraordinary  and  extra-official 
one,  not  necessarily  falling  under  the  head  of  it, 
but  distinct  from  the  ordinary  revenues  which 
bounded  his  legal  authority^  as  nad  been  declared 
by  a  member  from  Virffima  and  another  from 
Pennsylvania,  Mr.  D.  cafled  upon  those  two  gen- 
tlemen to  explain  with  what  propriety  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  could  be  censured  for  not 
comprising  in  his  annual  official  statement  of  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  of  public  moneys  in  his 
Department  a  report  of  his  agency  in  a  ousiness 
unconnected  therewith,  which  he  transacted,  not 
in  quality  of  financier,  but  of  agent,  and  for  wkich 
he  was  directly  responsible  to  the  President,  who 
was  his  principal^  and  who  could,  and  douotless 
would,  have  dismissed  him  from  office,  if  he  had 
acted  unfaithfully.  There  appeared  to  his  mind 
(Mr.  D.  said)  such  inconsistency  and  contradic- 
tion between  the  reasoning  he  had  quoted  and  the 
resc^ution  on  the  table,  as  induced  him  to  believe 
that  all  who  gave  their  assent  to  those  arguments, 
but  especially  those  who  had  expressed  and  sup- 
ported them,  would  join  with  him  in  voting  against 
this  proposition* 

But  there  were  other  reasons  (Mr.  D.  added) 
which  seemed  to  his  judgment  to  lead  irresisti- 
bly to  the  same  conclusion.  The  House  of  Re- 
presentatives had  already  expressed  their  sense 
upon  this  subject.  Their  resolutions,  passed  on 
the  23d  of  January,  without  any  opposition^  evi- 
dently recognised  certain  principles  which  direct- 
ly militated  against  those  contained  in  this  reso- 
lution. The  President  of  the  United  States 
was  there  requested  to  communicate  the  informa- 


tion wanted.  It  is  well  known  to  every  member 
that  this  mode  was  never  adopted  in  any  call  for 
information  respecting  our  fiscal  concerns,  or  other 
matters  relating  to  the  ordinary  business  of  the  De- 
partment, but  that  it  was  always  observed  when  the 
information  wanted  was  of  such  a  nature  as  to  r^- 
der  it  improper  for  either  of  the  subordinate  Execu- 
tive officers  to  give  it  without  the  order  of  their 
head,  the  President.  Shall  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  then,  be  censured  for  not  reporting  to 
Congress  transactions  unasked  for,  whicn  it  is  ad- 
mitted he  was  not  at  liberty  to  report,  even  upon 
the  order  of  the  House,  without  the  sanction  and 
express  direction  of  the  President  ?  Shall  he  be 
censured  for  not  giving  information  of  the  moneys 
drawn  by  him  from  Europe,  and  of  the  causes  of 
making  such  drafts,  when  the  very  laws  which 
authorized  the  loan  of  fourteen  millions,  point  out 
the  causes,  declare  the  purposes,  and  designate  the 
appropriation?  The  act  of  the  12th  of  August 
directed  the  application  of  two  millions  to  the 
purchase  of  the  Public  Debt.  Was  not  this  coun- 
try the  only  proper  place  for  that  operation  ?  And 
would  any  one  say  that  those  purchases  could  be 
made  advantageously  for  the  United  States  unless 
the  money  was  drawn  here"?  Was  there  not  a 
discretionary  power  given  to  the  Executive  over 
the  other  twelve  milEons  destined  to  the  payment 
of  our  debt  to  France,  in  virtue  of  which,  such 
portion  of  it  might  be  drawn  here  as  might  be 
deemed  consistent  with  the  public  good  ?  Had 
not  events  fully  justified  Congress  in  having  grant- 
ed that  discretionary  power,  and  the  Executive 
in  the  use  they  had  made  of  it  ?  Through  the  in- 
strumentality of  those  drafts,  we  h&d  been  enabled 
to  purchase  nearly  two  millions  of  our  own  debt, 
ana  to  pay  in  this  country  (principally  in  our  own 
produce)  about  half  a  million  of  the  French  debt, 
by  which  the  Colony  of  St.  Domingo  had  been 
relieved  from  its  sufferinffs,  and  the  Government 
and  people  of  France  highly  gratified  and  benefit- 
ed. Far  from  meriting  censure  for  arrangements 
so  provident  and  beneficial,  the  man  who  had  ef- 
fected theni  was  (Mr.  D.  asserted)  entitled  to  the 
commendation  and  thanks  of  his  countrymen. 
That  the  Secretary  had  discharged  both  his  ordi- 
nary and  extraordmary  duties  with  ability  and  in- 
tegrity^ had  been  directly  denied  by  none ;  that  he 
had  misconstrued  the  act  of  the  4th  of  August, 
and  departed  from  its  true  spirit,  had  been  urgecf 
and  supported  by  very  few;  but  that  the  arrange- 
ments which  he  made  had  proved  beneficial  to 
France^  and  highly  favorable  to  the  interests  of 
the  United  States,  seemed  to  have  been  admitted 
by  alL  even  by  the  very  gentlemen  who  had  ques- 
tioned the  legality  of  them. 

Mr.  D.  concluded  with  saying  that  he  was  hap- 
py to  find  he  should  be  with  a  very  large  majo- 
rity of  the  House  in  the  vote  that  tne  Secretary 
was  not  chargeable  with  the  omission  and  failure 
which  the  resolution  aimed  to  fix  upon  him. 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  33,  nays 
15,  as  follows: 

YsAStf— Fisher  Ames,  Robert  BamweU,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Ellas  Boudinot,  8h«ujaflhiib  Bourne,  Beiyamin 
Bourne,  Jonathan  Dajrton,  Thomas  Fitiamons,  £1- 
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bridge  Oervf,  Nicholas  GKlman,  Benjamin  Goodhue, 
James  Gordon,  Thomas  Hartley,  James  Hillhouse,  Wil- 
liam Hindman,  Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John  Lan- 
ranee,  Amaaa  Learned,  George  Leonard,  8ai;nnel  Liver- 
SMM,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans 
M^pm,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Wil- 
liam Smith,  J<^  Steele,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Jonathan 
Stwges,  G^rge  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Ar* 
tMoas  Wanl,  and  Hugh  Williamson. 

Nat8< — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Wit 
liam  Findley,  William  B.  Giles,  Samuel  Griffin,  WU- 
liam  Barry  Grore,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
oon,  James  Madison,  John  Francis  Mercer,  Andrew 
Moore,  Nathaniel  Niles,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  and 
Israel  Smith. 

Another  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  put,  that  the  House  do  ame  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  in  their  dtsasree- 
ment  to  the  sixth  resolution,  in  the  words  foDow- 
nig: 

"  Aaohxd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasunr  has, 
without  the  instruction  of  the  PAxsrosirr  o»  thi  Ukit- 
B»  Statss,  drawn  more  moneys,  borrowed  in  Holland, 
inta  the  United  States,  than  tiie  PmxsiBxirr  of  Tax 
Uvrvan  Statm  was  aulhoiiaed  to  draw,  under  the  act 
ef  1^  tweiMi  of  August,  one  thousand  scTtn  hundred 
and  ninety,  which  act  appn^Niated  two  millions  of  dol- 
Isw  only,  when  bonowe^  to  the  p«rcfaase#f  the  Public 
]>ebt ;  a«d  that  he  has  emitted  to  discharge  aa  essential 
duty  of  his  office,  in  fiyling  to  give  official  injpnnatian 
to  the  OonmassioBefs  for  purdmsing  the  Public  Debt,  of 
the  Tarious  subis  drawn  firan  time  to  time,  eaggested 
by  him  to  have  been  intended  for  the  purdiase  of  the 
AblicDebt:" 


It  wasresolT^ia 
8,  as  foUows : 


33,aays 


TsASw— Wisher  Ames,  Robrnt  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
ffm,  Eliaa  Boudinot,  Shearjashub  Bomme,  Brajamin 
Bavne,  Jonaten  Daytan,  Thomas  Pitxsinmis,  El- 
bndgeGernr,  NioholaB  Gilma»,  Benjamin  Goodhue, 
James  Gordon,  William  Barry  Gtvve,  Thomas  Hartlay, 
Jamas  Hillhouse,  WiUiam  Hindman,  Aaron  Kitchell, 
John  Laurance,  Amaoa  Learned,  Geauga  Leonavd,  Sa- 
muel Livennore,  Frederick. Augustus  Muhlenberg,  Na- 
thaniel Niles,  Hieodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah  Smith, 
William  Smith,  John  Steele,  Samuel  Stcnett,  Jonathan 
Sturges,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Ax- 
temas  Ward,  and  Hugh  Williamson. 

NATSw—John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Wil- 
liam Fmdley,  William  B.Giles,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
James  Madison,  John  Francis  Mercer,  and  Josiah  Par- 
ker. 

Another  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  put,  that  the  House  do  affree  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  in  their  disagree- 
ment to  the  seventh  resolution,  in  the  words  fol- 
lawiAg: 

*^  RtMched,  That  ^e  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  did 
not  oonsi^  tlie  public  interest,  in  negotiating  a  Loan 
with  Ihe  Badk  (^tfae  United  Sutes,  and  drawing  there- 
from foor  hundred  thousand  dellsra,  at  fire  per  centum 
Mr  annum,  whan  a  graater  sum  of  pubhc  mon^  was 
deposited  in  various  banks,  at  the  respective  perrods  €^ 
naknig  the  respective  drafts:" 

It  waa  rasolTed  ialAMafitiiiative-^yeaB33,  naf^ 
6,asMlowi: 


TsAB. — ^Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, EHas  Boudinot,  Sheaijashub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Thomas  Fitxsbnons,  El- 
faridge  Gerry,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue, 
James  Gordon,  William  Bany  G^ve,  Thomas  Hartley, 
James  Hillhouse,*  Wilham  ffindman,  Aaron  Kitdiell, 
John  Laurance,  Amasa  Learned,  George  Leonard,  Si^ 
muel  Livermon,  Frederick  Augvsittts  Muhlenberg,  N*> 
thaniel  Nilee,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeramiah  Smith, 
WiUiam  l^nith,  J<^  Steele,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Jona- 
than Sturges,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tudor  Tuekei^ 
Artemas  Ward,  and  Hugh  Williamson. 

Nats* — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwii^  Wil- 
liam Findley,  WiUiam  B.  GUes,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
James  Madison,  John  Francis  Mercer,  and  Josiah  Par- 
ker. 

Another  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  put,  that  the  House  do  acree  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  in  their  disagree- 
ment to  the  eighth  resolution,  in  the  wordss  fol- 
lowing : 

^  Reived,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has 
been  guil^  of  an  indecorum  to  this  House,  in  under- 
taking to  judge  of  its  motives  in  calling  for  information, 
which  was  demandable  of  him,  from  the  constitution  of 
his  office,  and  in  filing  to  give  aU  the  necessary  infoim- 
atioB  widiin  his  knowledge  rdatively  to  the  subjects  of 
raferenee  made  to  him,  of  the  nineteenth  of  January, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  nlaetj-<wo,  and  of 
the  tsrenty-aecond  of  Novcaiber,  one  thewand  aewen 
httadred  and  ninety-two,  dunag  the  pteaeBt  aession ;" 

Mr.  William  Smith  said,  that,  after  the  rote 
which  had  just  prevailed  bv  so  considerable  a  ma- 
jority on  the  preceding  resolutions,  the  Committee 
couM  not,  with  any  propriety,  criminate  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  for  failme  to  give  the  inform- 
ation alhided  to,  because  by  that  vote  it  bad  been 
established  that  the  Secretary  had  only  acted  un- 
der the  autiiority  of  the  PR&siDEfiT,  and  conform- 
ably to  his  instmctions.  If  there  had  been  any 
omission  to  communicate  information  to  Congress, 
that  omission  was  surely  not  charffeable  to  the 
Secretary.  But  it  had  been  already  dearly  shown, 
by  docoments  in  the  possession  of  the  House,  that 
the  necessary  information  had  been  communi- 
cated. The  Treasurer's  accoirats.  which  had  been 
from  time  to  time  laid  before  the  House,  exhibited 
the  amount  of  moneys  proceeding  from  the  sale  of 
bills,  and  the  Secretary's  Report  of  February, 

1791,  conveyed  foU  information  cf(  the  draw^&ff. 
It  was  true,  there  was  a  sum  of  about  $600,000. 
the  proceeds  of  bills  which,  as  had  been  remarked 
by  a  gentleman,  [Mr.  Madi0on,J  did  not  appear  in 
the  Treasurer's  account,  but  this  was  owing  to  the 
sales  of  the  bills  by  the  Bank  not  having  been 
closed  at  the  time  the  last  quarterly  account  iras 
rendered,  and  consequently  that  sum  could  not 
appear  in  the  Treasurer's  account. 

[Mr.  Mauison  said,  he  had  not  meant  to  blame 
the  Treasurer.] 

Mr.  Smith  proceeded.  The  gentleman,  how- 
ever, had  attributed  misconduct  to  the  Secretary, 
for  withholding  information  of  the  amount  or 
moneys  in  the  Treasury  accruing  from  Foreign 
loans,  when  directed  by  the  House,  January  19th, 

1792,  to  report  whether  the  existing  revenues  were 
adequate  lo  Atee  the  additiottal  expense  of  tlte 
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ladian  war.  Mr.  S.  could  not  forbear  expressing 
ffreat  surprise  at  this  remark  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virgmia,  [Mr.  Madison  J  when  he  recollect- 
ed what  nad  been  just  before  said  by  the  same 
ffentleman  in  support  of  the  former  resolution. 
The  gentleman,  on  that  occasion,  in  his  att^pt 
to  disprove  the  right  of  the  Secretary,  ex  officio, 
to  superintend  the  moneys  derived  from  the  Fo- 
reigia  loans,  had  endeavored  to  establish  a  nice 
distinction  between  the  ordinary  internal  reve- 
nues of  the  country,  and  the  resources  resulting 
from  Fore^  loansb  The  law  constituting  the 
Treasury  Departmenty.he  bad  said,  gave  the  8e- 
eietary  power  oaly  over  the  revenues  which  esir 
braced  only  the  ordinaiy  reaoiireea,  wnereas  loans 
were  distinct  things,  tne  management  of  which 
was  specially  intrusted  by  law  to  the  Supreme 
Magistrate,  and  in  relation  to  which  the  Secretary 
eoukl  exercise  no  authority  whatever  that  was  not 
derived  from  the  Prebi »bnt.  The  sentleman  now 
argued  that  the  Secretary  was  bwmeable  in  not 
giving  information  of  the  state  of  these  extra- 
ordinary resources,  which  were  not  within  his 
De);»rtment,  when  only  called  upon  to  state  the 
amount  of  the  ordinary  revenues,  which  were 
widiin  his  Department.  He  left  it  to  the  gentle- 
man to  reconcile  this  contradiction,  for  certainly 
his  doctrine  was  Erroneous  on  the  former  occa- 
sion, or  it  must  be  so  now.  If  the  moneys  obtained 
from  Foreiga  loans  wete  to  be  deemed  the  reve- 
nues of  the  epuotry,  then  they  fell  of  course  under 
the  management  of  the  Head  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, and  it  was  wrong  in  the  j^entleman  to 
impute  misconduct  to  the  Secretary  tor  exercising 
a  legal  authority;  if,  on  the  contrary,  those  mo- 
neys were  viewed  as  an  extra  resource,  and  not 
within  the  purview  of  the  Secretary's  mnctions, 
then  it  was  wrong  to  censure  him  for  not  commu- 
nicating a  state  of  those  moneys,  when  required 
only  to  report  the  ordinary  revenues. 

without  admitting  the  soundness  of  the  dis- 
tinction set  up  b^  the  gentleman  from  Vir^nia. 
Mr.  S.  said  ^at  it  was  never  in  the  intention  of 
the  House,  nor  in  die  idea  of  any  individual  mem- 
ber, to  call  for  a  state  of  the  moneys  proceeding 
^om  the  Foreign  loans,  when  they  passed  the  order 
of  the  l^h  January,  1792.  That  order  vms  in 
these  terms : 

«  Ordendf  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  1>e 
dvected  to  lay  before  this  House  such  information  with 
respect  to  the  finances  of  the  United  States,  as  will 
€DMb  the  Legidature  to  judge  whether  any  additional 
revenue  will  be  neeesiaiy  in  consequence  of  ^  pro- 
posed increase  of  the  mihtaiy  estdilisfamelit" 

This  call  was  fully  complied  with,  for  the  Secre- 
tary Ifldd  before  the  House  an  estimate  of  the  in- 
ternal revenues — which,  unquestionably,  were  the 
only  revenues  in  contemplation  of  the  House  at 
the  time— ^nd  the  House  bei^  satisfied  that  they 
w*ere  inccvnpeient,  kdd  addiRonal  <kKies.  The 
House  knew,  as  well  as  the  Oeerefaty,  thatioans 
bad  been  made,  and  that  moneys  had,  under  them, 
been  drawn  into  this  country;  but  they  knew  that 
those  moneys  had  been  specially  appropriated  to 
the  Sulking  Fund,  and  it  never  entered  into  the 
idea  of  any  member  to4ivert  them  from  th^it  ben^ 


ficial  object,  in  order  to  apply  them  to  the  cunreut 
service.  It  was  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  Secre- 
tary would  have  recommenaed  such  a  diversion. 
To  impute  blame  to  him  for  not  communicating 
the  amount  of  moneys  drawn  from  time  to  time, 
there  must  have  been  some  law  or  order  of  the 
House  requiring  the  communication,  or  it  must 
have  been  necessary  to  some  object  depending 
before  the  House.  What  law  or  order  of  the  House 
made  it  necessary?  None.  The  laws  authorized 
the  loans,  and  prescribed  their  objects;  the  rest 
was  mere  Executive  business ;  and  no  communi- 
cation was  necessary  to  any  measure  depending 
before  the  House. 

But  though  the  Secretary  would  not  have  been 
censurable  for  omitting  to  give  the  information^^ 
the  truth  was,  that  the  PBssinBjNT's  Speech  or 
8th  December,  1790,  the  Secretary's  Report  of 
25th  February,  and  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March, 
1791,  were  conclusive  proofs  that  the  Legislature 
knew  that  the  proceeds  of  the  loans  were  in  a 
train  of  being  brought  to  the  United  States,  and 
the  accounts  of  receipts  and  expenditures  pre- 
sented in  the  first  week  of  the  session,  informed 
the  House  that  a  large  sum  had  been  drawn  for. 
and  the^  Treasurer's  quarterly  account  contained 
further  information  on  the  sunject,  all  which  was 
prior  to  any  call  of  the  House  for  such  informar 
tion.  Hence,  Mr.  S.  deduced,  that  it  v^as  not  a 
fact  that  the  Secretary  had  niled  to  give  the  inr 
formation,  as  stated  in  the  resolutioyoL  and  that  had 
he  even  so  failed,  he  would  not  have  been  censura- 
ble for  a  breach  of  an  essential  duty  of  his  office. 
It  had  been  said,  by  a  member  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, [Mr.  FfNDLET,]  that  the  lateness  of  the  in- 
formation from  the  Secretary  made  it  inconveni- 
ent to  go  into  an  inquiry  of  his  official  conduct  so 
near  the  close  of  the  session.  To  this,  Mr.  S.  re- 
plied, that  he  did  not  expect  such  a  remark  froo^ 
that  quarter  of  the  House.  If  the  gentleman  had 
not  been  prepared  for  the  inquiry,  or  thought 
it  an  improper  season  to  enter  upon  it,  whv  aid 
he  second  tne  motion  for  bringing  forward  tb? 
clui|^  7  M  suspicioo  had  90  long  existed  agaiust 
the  integfiitf  of  the  Seeiefiaif ,  why  ««6  not  n- 
fortoation  ealled  for  at  the  begiiiniaig  o(  the  ses- 
awn?  my  was  Ihe  eaU  dakyed  tiU  the  aessMB 
was  within  a  fow  weks  of  its  temHnatkm  1  It 
was  admitted  that  the  .Secretary  had  obeyed  the 
order  of  the  House  with  wonderful  alacrity  and 
promptitude.  It  was  indeed  strange  that  the  gen- 
tleman who  biought  forward  the  chai^^es,  sheuld 
be  the  first  to  complain  that  there  was  not  tiise 
for  their  cansideration. 

Mr.  S.  coocloded  by  noticing  the  obsenratieB 
of  Mr.  Ms»csa  and  Mr.  Mabison,  that  the  opinian 
of  the  House  on  the  preceding  resolutions  would 
not  change  the  truth  <^  fticts,  and  that  the  public 
would  ultimately  decide  whether  the  Secretary's 
conduct  was  criminal  or  noL  This,  said  Mr.  S., 
was  like  the  conduct  of  a  prosecutor,  who  havii^ 
chosen  his  jurisdiction, ana  beingnonsuited,  wishr 
ed  to  appeal  to  another  tribunal.  Why  were  the 
resolutions  brought  before  the  House?  Was  it 
not  to  substantiate  the  uuth  of  them  by  a  vote? 
And  had  the  prosecution  succer^ed»  would  4)ie 
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Secretary  liare  had  an  appeal  to  the  public  7  No; 
the  resolutions  would  ha^e  been  sent  to  the  Pre- 
sident, and  the  Secretary  would  have  been  re- 
moved, disgraced,  and  ruined  forever,  without 
appeal. 

Mr.  FiNDLET  said:  Since  these  resolutions  were 
laid  on  the  table,  I  have,  upon  reflectioUj  been  con- 
vinced of  the  impropriety  of  connecting  it  with  the 
others,  or  of  treatmg  this  part  of  the  Secretary's  con- 
duct in  this  manner.  It  is  solely  in  the  power  of  this 
House  to  punish  all  contemptuous  or  indecent  treat- 
ment of  its  authority  or  orders  j  for  this  purpose,  itis 
not  necessary  to  lay  our  opimons  in  tnis  way  be- 
fore the  public,  report  them  to  the  PREsioENT^r 
make  them  a  foundation  of  impeachment.  We 
miffht  have  ordered  him  to  the  bar  of  this  House, 
ana  obliged  him  to  make  proper  acknowledgments. 
I  have  known  some  high  in  office  treated  in  this 
manner  for  infinitelv  less  impropriety.  It  is  true, 
in  the  case  to  whicn  1  allude,  I  thought  the  afiair 
was  carried  too  far;  the  offence  was  only  a  letter 
to  the  House  respecting  the  conduct  of  a  member, 
whom  the  officer  chared  with  making  free  with 
his  character  in  an  insidious  manner  among  the 
members.  I  would  be  sorry  to  see  this  House  pur- 
sue such  trifles.  Though  the  indecorum  of  the 
SecreUiry  to  this  House  is  of  a  higher  nature,  I 
think  it  is  best  to  treat  it  with  silent  contempt;  I 
will  vote  against  this  resolution,  lest  it  should  be 
interpreted  as  a  relinquishment  of  our  authority 
to  punish  contempts. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  it  was  resolv- 
ed in  the  affirmative — yeas  34,  nays  7,  as  follows : 

Ybab^— Fither  Amet,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
ton, EKai  Boudinot,  Sheariashub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Jonathan  Dayton,  William  Findley,  Thomas 
FitxaimonB,  Elbridge  Geny,  Nicholas  Gihnan,  Benja- 
min Goodhne,  James  Gordon,  Thomas  Hartley,  James 
Hillhouse,  William  Hindman,  Aaron  KitcheU,  John 
Lanranoe,  Amaaa  Learned,  George  Leonard,  Samuel 
LiTermore,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  Nathaniel 
Niles,  Jociah  Pariker,  Tlieodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah 
Smith,  Wimam  Smith,  John  Steele,  Samuel  Sterrett, 
Jonathan  Stuiges,  George  Thatdier,  Thomas  Tudor 
Tucker,  Artemas  Ward,  and  Hugh  Williamson. 

Natsv— John  Burtist  Adie,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Wit- 
ham  B.  Giles,  Wiffiam  Bany  Grove,  Richard  Bland 
Lee,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  and  James  Madison. 


Saturday,  March  2. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing his  report  on  tne  petition  of  Lewis  GJarang^er. 
on  behalf  of  his  brother,  Charles  Qaranger ;  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

PUBUC  PRINTING. 

Mr.  FrrzsiBf  0N8,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  stating  certain  inaccuracies  in  printing 
the  statements  communicated  by  his  first  and  se- 
cond Letters  lately  presented,  on  the  subject  of  Fo- 
re^ loans,  and  e^ressing  a  wish  that  some  re- 
gu&tion  may  be  adopted  to  enable  the  Head  of 
the  Treasury  Deparnnent  to  secure  the  fidelity 


and  correctness  of  the  printed  copies  of  the  reports 
which  shall  hereafter  be  made  to  the  House,  and 
shall  be  committed  to  the  press  by  their  order, 
made  a  report ;  which  was  twice  read,  and  agreea 
to  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

**That  the  committee  have  examined  into  die  cir- 
cumstances stated  in  the  Letter,  and  find 

**  That  the  standing  order  of  the  Clerk  of  this  House 
to  the  printer,  is,  to  send  the  proof  sheets  of  all  reports  and 
statements  to  the  Department  firom  whence  ttiey  were 
made,  and  that  this  practice  has  been  generalFf  fol- 
lowed. 

**  That  it  hay  been  discontinued  during  the  present 
session  (so  for  as  respects  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry) from  an  <^nnion  of  die  ptviter,  that  the  delay  which 
the  examination  would  occasion,  might  interfere  with 
the  intention  of  the  House,  of  hsTing  the  bosinees 
speedily  accomplished. 

'^  It  did  not  miear  to  the  committee,  that  any  unne- 
cessary delay  h^  taken  place  at  the  office  of  the  Comp- 
troller, by  reason  of  the  examinatifm  of  the  proof  sheets, 
nor  in  the  printer,  in  the  execution  of  his  business. 

**  The  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  it  is  not  neoee- 
sary  for  them  to  reconmiend  any  new  regulation  for  the 
future  execution  of  this  business ;  but,  in  order  to  rectify 
the  errors  which  have  taken  place  in  the  printed  reports 
and  statements,  the  committee  recommend  the  follow- 
ing resolution :  . 

**  Rttohedj  That  there  be  printed  under  the  direction 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  three  hundred  cojnes 
of  the  reports  and  statements  miide  by  him  during  the 
present  session,  and  that  the  same  be  delirered  to  the 
Clerk  to  this  House." 

Resolved^  That  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives shall  be  deemed  to  continue  in  office 
until  a  successor  be  appointed. 

Resolved^  That  the  Doorkeeper  and  assistant 
Doorkeeper  of  the  House  of  Representatires  shall 
be  deemed  to  continue  in  office  until  successors  to 
those  officers,  respectively,  be  appointed. 

Retolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be  au- 
thorized to  pay  to  Thomas  Claxton,  out  of  the 
money  appropriated  to  defray  the  contingent  ex- 
penses ot  this  House,  the  sum  of  eighty  dollars,  for 
extra  services. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  addition  to 
the  compensation  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury, 
and  the  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under 
consideration,  and  made  several  amendments 
thereto;  which  were  severally  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

And  on  the  question,  that  the  said  bill,  with  the 
amendments,  be  engrossed,  and- read  the  mird  time, 
it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  24,  nays 
17,  as  follows : 

YsAStf— Fisher  Ames,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Robert 
Barnwell,  Egbert  Benson,  Sheanashab  Bourne,  Beiga- 
min  Bourne,  Jonathan  Dayton,  William  Findley,  Tho- 
mas Fitisimons,  Nicholas  Gflman,  Beiyamin  Goodhue, 
Thomas  Hartley,  Philip  Key,  John  Laurence,  Richard 
Bland  Lee,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  William 
Vans  Murray,  Jomah  Parker,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Wil- 
Ham  Smith,  John  Steele,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas 
Tudor  Tudker,  and  Franeii  Willis. 
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Natsw— Abnihsm  Claik,  William  B.  Giles,  James 
Gofdon,  Christopher  Greennpy  William  Barry  Grove, 
James  Hillhouse,  Aaron  Kitchell,  Samuel  Livermore, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Alexander  D.  Orr, 
Peter  Sylvester,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Jonathan  Sturges, 
Thcmias  Snmpter,  Thomas  Tredwell,  and  Artemas 
Ward. 

Mr.  LiTERMORE,  from  the  managers  appointed 
on  the  part  of  this  House  to  attend  the  conference 
with  the  Senate,  on  the  subject-matter  of  the 
amendments  depending  between  the  two  Houses, 
to  the  bill,  entitled  *^  An  act  fixing  the  time  for  the 
next  annual  meeting  of  Conffress^"  made  a  report} 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  tne  bill,  entitled  ^*  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Simeon  Thayer,"  with  an 
amendment ;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amend- 
ment, and,  the  same  hemg  read,  was  disagreed  to — 
yeas  17,  nays  21,  as  follows : 

TiASd — ^Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Sheatjashnb  Bonme,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Nicholas 
Gilman,  Ajudrew  Qngg,  Thomas  Hartley,  John  Lau- 
rence, Richard  Bland  Lee,  Samuel  Livermore,  Josiah 
Pariier,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  William  Smith,  George 
Thacher,  Thomas  Tredwell,  and  Francis  Willis. 

Nats^— Elias  Boudinot,  Abraham  Clark,  William 
Findley,  Thomas  Fitxsimons,  Christopher  Greenup, 
William  Bany  Grove,  Daniel  Heirter,  Aaron  Kitchul, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madison,  Andrew  Moore, 
Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Mur- 
ray, Nathaniel  Nfles,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  Peter  Sylvester, 
Jeremiah  Smith,  John  Steele,  JonathsJi  Sturges,  Tho- 
mas Sumpter,  and  Hugh  Williamson. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  informed  the  House 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  wilL 
on  Monday  next,  take  the  oath  of  office  requirea 
by  the  Constitution,  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  at 
twelve  o'clock. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  addition  to  the  com- 
pensation of  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  and  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
report  to  Congress,  on  the  first  Monday  of  January 
next,  the  number  of  stills  in  the  respective  districts, 
distinguishing  those  that  are  employed  in  distilling 
spirits  from  materials  of  the  growtn  of  the  United 
States;  and  also,  thenett  product  of  revenue  arising 
from  the  respective  Districts  and  States,  particu- 
larizing the  drawbacks,  and  distingubning  the 
Foreign  from  American  materials,  and  the  pro- 
duct by  the  gallon,  month,  and  year.  Also,  the 
number  of  of&sers,  and  amount  of  their  salaries. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  seren  o'clock 
post  meridian. 

Evening  Session — 1  p.  m. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House,  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of 
the  Revenue  to  him;  also,  a  report  of  the  general 
state  of  the  revenue  on  stills,  and  on  spirits  distill- 
ed, within  the  United  Sta^  made  in  pursuance 


of  theorder  of  this  House,  of  the  eighth  of  May  last; 
which  were  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be  direct- 
ed, to  suffer  such  persons  as  have  ffiven  in  state- 
ments of  their  puolic  conduct,  to  tne  committee 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  failure 
of  the  expedition  under  General  St.  Clair,  to  take 
copies  or  all  or  any  such  statements. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  marking  farther  pro- 
vision for  securing  and  collecting  the  duties  on 
Foreign  and  Domestic  distilled  spirits,  stills,  wines, 
and  teas ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose,  and  were  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  said  bill. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanyii^  his 
reports  on  sundry  petitions;  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  having  completed  the  Legislatiye 
business  before  them,  are  now  about  to  adjourn. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Boudinot,  Mr.  Sedgwick, 
and  Mr.  Hindman,  be  appointed  a  committee,  joint- 
ly, with  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to 
wait  on  the  President  op  the  United  States, 
and  inform  him  that  Congress  is  ready  to  adjourn 
without  day,  unless  he  may  have  any  fiurther  com- 
munications to  make  to  them. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  of 
this  House  for  theappoinmentof  a  joint  committee, 
to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  UNrrED  States, 
and  inform  him  of  the  intended  recess  of  Congress, 
and  have  appointed  a  committee  for  that  purpose, 
on  their  part. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded, 

"  That  the  thanks  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives be  presented  to  Jonathan  Trumbull,  in 
testimony  of  their  approbaticm  of  his  conduct  in 
the  Chair,  and  in  the  execution  of  the'  difficult  and 
important  trust  reposed  in  him,  as  Speaker  of  the 
said  House," 

It  was  resolved  unanimously:  Whereupon, 

Mr.  Speaker  made  his  acknowledgments  to  the 
House,  in  manner  following: 


**  Gkhtlkkxh  :  You  have  made  me  veiy  hapn^  ^^'^ 
testimony  of  your  approbation  of  my  conduct  in  uie  Chair. 
I  feel,  at  the  same  time,  an  additional  pleasure  in  the 
opportunity  of  rendering  to  you  my  sinoere  acknowledg- 
ments for  the  kind  candor  and  indulgence,  as  well  as 
the  constant  aid  and  support,  which  I  have  experienced 
in  the  p^formance  of  the  duty  which  you  were  pleased 
to  assign  me.  Be  assured,  gentlemen,!  shall  ever  retain 
a  grateful  sense  of  your  goodness — and  you  will  suffer 
me  to  add,  that  my  best  wishes  for  your  welfiue  and 
happiness,  in  public  and  private  lifo,  will  attend  each 
member  of  tlds  honoraUe  body." 

Mr.  Boudinot,  from  the  Joint  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  President  op  the  United 
States,  and  inform  him  of  the  intended  recess  of 
Congress,  reported  that  the  Committee  had  per- 
formed that  duty,  and  that  the  President  was 
pleased  to  say  he  had  no  farther  communication 
to  make  during  the  present  session:  Whereupon, 

Blr.  Speaker  adjourned  the  House  sine  die. 
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Tbeasury  DfiPAiiTifENT,  Nov.  4,  1791. 

8is :  I  have  the  hoaoi  to  tmnsmit  herewith  a 
Report  to  the  Houfie  of  RepresentatiTes,  accqm- 
paoying  certain  estimates  of  sums  necessary  to  he 
appropriated  for  various  otyects  therein  specified, 
including  the  service  of  the  y^r  1792. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 
Secretary  of  the  TVeasiwry. 
Hon.  JoMATBAn  TnuMButu  Esq., 
speaker  of  ike  Bam€  of  Hepreeentative$. 

ESTIMATES  OF  APPROPRUTIONS. 

Tlie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  respectfully  re^ 
ports  to  the  House  of  Representatives  the  Esti- 
mates herewith  transmitted,  T^os.  1, 8.  3,  and  4 : 
The  first  relating  to  the  Oivil  List,  or  the  expendi- 
ture for  the  support  of  Government  during  the 
year  1792,  (including  incidental  and  contingent 
expenses  m  the  several  Departments  and  offices.) 
amounting  to    -  -  -     $328,653  56 

Th^  second  relating  to  certain  li- 
quidated claims  upon  the  Trea- 
sury ;  to  certain  deficiencies  in 
former  estimates  for  the  current 
service,  and  to  a  providon  in  aid 
of  the  lund  heretofore  appropri- 
ated for  the  payment  of  certain 
officers  of  the  Courts,  jurors, 
witnesses,  4bc.  -  -  - 

The  third  relating  to  the  Dqiart- 
ment  of  War,  showing  the  stated 
expenditure  of  that  Department 
for  the  year  1792 
The  amount  of  a  year's  pensions 
to  invalids        ... 
Fay  and  subsistence  to  sundry  cfffi- 
eers,  for  which  no  appri^nrmtion 
has  yet  been  made 
Arrearages  due  upon  Indian  Affiurs 
for  the  year  1791,  and  the  sum 
8Ui^[K)sed  to  be  necessary  for  the 
year  1792 
Expenses  incurred  for  the  defen- 
sive protection  of  the  frontiers 
for  the  years  1790  aud  1791,  and 
for  which  no  appropriation  has 
yet  been  made  -  -  - 


197,119  49 


357,781  61 
87,463  6d| 


10,490  36 


39,424  71 


Total 
2d  Con. — 32 


37,339  48 
-  $1,058,222  81f 


As  appears  by  No.  4,  which  contains  a  sum- 
mary or  the  three  preceding  ones — exhibiting  in 
one  view  the  total  sum  as  aM)ve  stated,  for  wmch 
an  appropriation  is  requisite. 

The  funds  out  of  which  the  said  aprpropriation 
may  be  made  are,  first,  the  sum  of  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars  reserved  annually  out  of  the  du- 
ties on  Imports  and  Tonnage,  by  the  act  making 
provision  tor  the  Debt  <^  the  United  States,  for 
the  support  of  the  Government  thereof;  and,  se- 
condly, such  surplus  as  shall  have  accrued  to  the 
end  of  the  present  year  upon  the  revenues  hereto^ 
fore  established,  over  and  above  the  sums  neces- 
sarv  for  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  Public 
Debt  dnrin^  tne  same  year,  and  for  the  satisfying 
of  other  prior  appropriations. 

Judging  from  the  returns  heretofore  received  at 
the  Treasury,  there  is  ffood  jipround  to  conclude 
that  that  surplus,  together  with  the  above  men- 
tioned sum  or  six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  will 
be  adequate  to  the  oinect 

All  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 
Secretary  of  the  Treamry, 

Gk>r£RAL   ESTIMATE   FOR    THE    SERVICES    OF    THB 

ENSUING  TEAR. 

CIVIL  LIfW. 

For  comMUsation  to  the  President,  Vice  Presi- 
dent. Chief  Justice, 
andAaBocfateJudges      $51,900 

Ditto  to  the  Distriet 
JiMigM  21,800 

Members  of  the  Be- 
nate.  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, and 
their  officers  -       129,730 

Treasury  Department        60,300 

Department  of  State  -  6,300 

Department  of  War  -  9,600 

Board  of  Commission- 
ers -  -  -         13,100 

Cbvemment  of  the 
Western  Territory  -         11,000 

Grant  to  Baron  Steu- 
ben -  -  -  2,600 

Pensions  granted  by 
the  late  Government     2,7W  73 

Incidental  and  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the 
Civil  List  establish- 
ment 


-  20,555  83 


$328,663  56 
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BXTRAORDIN  ARIES. 

For  discharffin^  cer- 
tain liquidated 
claims  on  the  United 
States         -  - 117,625  70 

To  making  good  defi- 
ciencies in  the  Civil 
List  establishment  -  40,043  79 

Clerks  of  Courts,  ju- 
rors, witnesses,  Ac.  -  5,000 

Maintenance  of  light- 
houses and  repairs  -         16,000 

Keeping  prisoners      -  4,000 

Arranginig  the  public 
securities     -  -  2,450 

Purchase  of  hydrome- 
ters -  -  1,000 

Building  and  equipping 
ten  cutters  -  -  2,000 


$197,119  49 


WAR  DEPARTMENT. 

Statedannual  expenses  357,731  61 
Annual  allowance  to 

invalids       -  -   87,463  60} 

For   former   deficient 

appropriations         -  47,829  84 
Indum  Department    -   39,424  71 


Total 


$532,449  761 
$1,058,222  81} 


Trbasdry  Department, 

Register's  office^  Nov.  4, 1791. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register. 


REPORT  ON  MANUFACTURES. 
The  SicmiTAmr  ot  thi  TmxAsvmT,  in  obedience  to  the 
order  of  the  House  of  RepreeentattYes  of  the  16th  day 
of  January,  1790,  has  appUed  his  attention,  at  as  early 
a  period  as  his  other  duties  would  permit,  to  the  sub- 
ject of  Manu&ctures ;  and  particulariy  to  the  means 
of  promoting  such  as  will  tend  to  render  the  United 
8ti^  independent  of  Foreign  Nations,  for  miUtaiy 
and  other  enential  suppliee.  And  he  thereupCHi  re- 
apectfolly  submits  the  following  Report : 

The  expediency  of  encouraging  manufactures 
in  the  United  States,  which  was  not  lon^  since 
deemed  very  questionable,  appears  at  this  tmie  to 
be  pretty  generally  admitted.  The  embarrassments 
which  have  obstructed  the  progress  of  our  exter- 
nal trade,  have  led  to  serious  reflections  on  the 
necessity  of  enlargin^r  the  sphere  of  our  domestic 
commerce:  the  restrictive  regulations,  which  in 
foreign  markets  abridge  the  vent  of  the  increasing 
surplus  of  our  agricuUural  produce,  serve  to  heget 
an  earnest  desire  that  a  more  extensive  demand 
for  that  surplus  may  be  created  at  home.  And  the 
complete  success  which  has  rewarded  manufac- 
turing enterprise,  in  some  valuable  branches,  con- 
spiring with  the  promising  syrmptoms  which  at- 
tend some  less  mature  essays  in  others,  justify  a 
hope  that  the  obstacles  to  the  growth  of  this  spe- 
cies of  industry  are  less  formidaole  than  they  were 


apprehended  to  be;  and  that  it  b  not  difhcult  to 
find,  in  its  further  extension,  a  full  indemnification 
for  any  external  disadvantages  which  are  or  may 
be  experienced,  as  well  as  an  accession  of  resources 
favorable  to  national  independence  and  safety. 

There  still  are,  nevertheless,  respectable  patrons 
of  opinions,  unfriendly  to  the  encouragement  of 
manufactures.  The  following  are,  suMantially, 
the  arguments  by  which  these  opinions  are  de- 
fended: 

"In  every  country,  (say  those  who  entertain 
them,)  amculture  is  the  most  beneficial  and  pro- 
ductive oD^ect  of  human  industry.  This  position, 
generally,  if  not  universally  true,  applies  with  pe- 
culiar emphasis  to  the  United  Stat^  on  account 
of  their  immense  tracts  of  fertile  territory  unin- 
habited and  unimproved.  Nothing  can  anord  so 
advantageous  an  employment  for  capital  and  labor^ 
as  the  conversion  of  this  extensive  wilderness  into 
cultivated  farms.  Nothing^  equally  with  this,  can 
contribute  to  the  population,  strength,  and  real 
riches  of  the  country." 

"To  endeavor,  by  the  extraordinary  patronage 
of  Gtovemment  to  accelerate  the  growth  of  ma- 
nufactures, is,  m  fact,  to  endeavor,  by  force  and 
art,  to  transfer  the  natural  current  of  industry  from 
a  more  to  a  less  beneficial  channel.  Whatever 
has  such  a  tendency,  must  necessarily  be  unwise: 
indeed  it  can  harcQy  ever  be  wise  m  a  Govern- 
ment to  attempt  to  give  a  direction  to  the  indus- 
try of  its  citizens.  This,  under  the  auick-si^hted 
guidance  of  private  interest,  will,  if  left  to  itself; 
mfallibly  find  its  own  way  to  the  most  profitable 
onployment;  and  it  is  by  such  employment  that 
the  public  prosperity  will  be  most  effectually  pro- 
moted. To  leave  mdustry  to  itself,  therefore,  is, 
in  almost  every  case,  the  soundest  as  well  as  the 
simplest  policy." 

"This  policy  is  not  only  recommended  to  the 
United  States  by  considerations  which  affect  all 
nations;  it  is,  in  a  manner,  dictated  to  them  by 
the  imperious  force  of  a  very  peculiar  situation. 
The  smaUness  of  their  population,  compared  with 
their  territory;  the  constant  allurements  to  emi- 
gration fVom  the  settled  to  the  unsettled  parts  of 
flie  country;  the  facility  with  which  the  less  in- 
dependent condition  of  an  artisan  can  be  exchanged 
for  the  more  independent  condition  of  a  farmer; 
these,  and  similar  causes,  consfure  to  produce,  and 
for  a  length  of  time  must  continue  to  occasion,  a 
scarcity  of  hands  for  manufacturing  occupation, 
and  deamess  of  labor  generally.  To  these  disad- 
vantages for  the  prosecution  of  manu^KCtures,  a 
deficiency  of  pecuniary  capital  being  added,  the 
prospect  of  a  succes^  competition  with  the  ma- 
nufactures of  Europe  must  be  regarded  as  uttle 
less  than  desperate.  Extensive  manufactures  <»n 
only  be  the  offspring  of  a  redundant  at  least  of  a 
full  population.  Until  the  latter  shall  characterize 
the  situation  of  this  country,  it  is  vain  to  hope  for 
the  former." 

"If,  contrary  to  the  natural  course  of  things,  an 
unseasonable  and  premature  spring  can  be  given 
to  certain  fabrics  by  heavy  duties,  prohibitioiis. 
bounties,  or  by  other  forced  expedients,  this  will 
only  be  to  sacrifice  the  interests  of  the  community 
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to  those  of  particular  classes.  Besides  the  misdi- 
rection of  labor,  a  virtual  monopoly  will  be  given 
to  the  persons  employed  on  such  fabrics ;  and  an 
enhancement  of  price,  the  inevitable  consequence 
of  every  monopoly,  must  be  defrayed  at  tne  ex- 
pense of  the  other  parts  of  the  society.  It  is  far 
preferable  that  those  persons  should  be  engaged  in 
the  cultivation  of  the  earth,  and  that  we  should 
procure,  in  exchange  for  its  productions,  the  com- 
modities with  which  foreigners  are  able  to  supply 
us  in  ^eater  perfection,  and  upon  better  terms." 

This  mode  of  reasoning  is  founded  upon  facts 
a^  principles  which  l^ive  certainly  respectable 
pretensions.  If  it  had  governed  the  conduct  of 
nations  more  generally  than  it  has  done^  there  is 
room  to  suppose  that  it  might  have  carried  them 
faster  to  prosperity  and  greatness,  than  they  have 
attained  by  the  pursuit  of  maxims  too  widely  op- 
posite. Most  general  theories,  however,  admit  of 
numerous  exceptions;  and  there  are  few,  if  any, 
of  the  political  kind,  which  do  not  blend  a  consi- 
derable portion  of  error  with  the  truths  they  in- 
culcate. 

In  order  to  an  accurate  judgment  how  far  that 
which  has  been  just  stated  ouj^ht  to  be  deemed 
liable  to  similar  imputation,  it  is  necessary  to  ad- 
vert carefully  to  the  considerations  which  plead 
in  favor  of  manufactures,  and  which  appear  to 
recommend  the  special  and  positive  encourage- 
ment of  them  in  certain  cases,  and  under  certain 
reasonable  limitations. 

It  ought  readily  to  be  conceded  that  the  culti- 
vation of  the  earth,  as  the  primary  and  most  cer- 
tain source  of  national  supply;  as  the  immediate 
and  chief  source  of  subsistence  to  man ;  as  the  prin- 
cipal source  of  those  materials  which  constitute 
the  nutriment  of  other  kinds  of  labor ;  as  including 
a  state  most  favorable  to  the  freedom  and  inde- 
pendence of  the  human  mind;  one,  perhaps,  most 
conducive  to  the  multiplication  of  the  human  spe- 
cies; has  intrinsically  a  strone  claim  to  pre-emi- 
nence over  every  other  kind  of  industry. 

But,  that  it  has  a  title  to  anything  like  an  ex- 
clusive predilection,  in  any  coimtry,  ought  to  be 
admitted  with  great  caution.  That  it  is  even 
more  productive  than  every  branch  of  industry, 
requires  more  evidence  than  has  yet  been  given 
in  support  of  the  position.  That  its  real  interests, 
precious  and  important  as  without  the  help  of 
exaggeration  they  truly  are,  will  be  advanced  ra- 
ther than  injurea  by  the  due  encouragement  of 
manufactures,  may,  it  is  believed,  be  satisfactorily 
demonstrated.  And  it  is  also  believed,  that  the 
expediency  of  such  encouragement,  in  a  general 
view,  may  be  shown  to  be  recommended  by  the 
most  cogent  and  persuasive  motives  of  national 
policy. 

It  nas  been  maintained  that  agriculture  is  not 
only  the  most  productive,  but  the  only  productive 
species  of  industry.  The  reality  of  this  suggestion, 
in  either  respect,  has,  however,  not  been  verified 
by  any  accurate  detail  of  facts  and  calculations; 
and  the  general  arguments,  which  are  adduced  to 
prove  it,  are  rather  subtle  and  paradoxical  than 
solid  or  convincing.  Those  which  maintain  its 
exclusive  productiveness  are  to  this  effect: 


Labor,  bestowed  upon  the  cultivation  of  land, 
produces  enough  not  only  to  replace  all  the  neces- 
sary expenses  incurred  in  the  business^  and  to 
maintain  the  persons  who  are  employed  in  it,  but 
to  afford,  together  with  the  ordinary  profit  on  the 
stock  or  capital  of  the  farmer,  a  nett  surplus  or 
rent  for  the  landlord  or  proprietor  of  the  soiL 
But  the  labor  of  artificers  does  nothing  more  than 
replace  the  stock  which  employs  them,  or  which 
furnishes  materials,  tool&  and  wages,  and  yield 
the  ordinary  profit  upon  tnat  stock.  It  yields  no- 
thing equivalent  to  the  rent  of  land.  Neither  does 
it  add  anything  to  the  total  value  of  the  whole 
annual  produce  of  the  land  and  labor  of  the  coun- 
try. Tne  additional  value  given  to  those  parts  of 
the  produce  of  land  which  are  wrought  into  ma- 
nufactures, is  counterbalanced  by  the  value  of  those 
other  parts  of  that  produce,  which  are  consumed 
by  the  -manufacturers.  It  can  therefore  only  be 
by  saving  or  parsimony,  not  by  the  positive  pro- 
ductiveness of  their  labor,  that  the  classes  of  arti- 
ficers can  in  any  degree  aujyrment  the  revenue  of 
the  society.    To  this  it  has  been  answered — 

1.  '^That,  inasmuch  as  it  is  acknowledged  that 
manufacturing  labor  reproduces  a  value  equal  to 
that  which  is  expended  or  consumed  in  carrying 
it  on,  and  continues  in  existence  the  original  stock 
or  capital  employed,  it  ou^ht,  on  that  account 
alone,  to  escape  being  considered,  as  wholly  un- 
productive: that  though  it  should  be  admitted,  as 
alleged,  that  the  consumption  of  the  produce  of 
the  soil  by  the  classes  of  artificers  or  manufactu- 
rers is  exactly  equal  to  the  value  added  by  their 
labor  to  the  materials  upon  which  it  is  exerted, 
yet  it  would  not  thence  follow  that  it  added  no- 
thing to  the  revenue  of  the  society,  or  to  the  ag- 
gregate value  of  the  annual  produce  of  its  land 
and  labor.  If  the  consuinption  for  any  ^iven  pe- 
riod amounted  to  a  given  sum,  and  the  mcreased 
value  of  the  produce  manufactured  in  the  same 
period  to  a  like  sum,  the  total  amount  of  the  con- 
sumption and  production  during  that  period  would 
be  equal  to  the  two  sums,  and  consequently  double 
the  value  of  the  agricultural  produce  consumed. 
And  though  the  increment  of  value  produced  by 
the  classes  of  artificers  should  at  no  time  exceed 
the  value  of  the  produce  of  the  land  consumed  by 
them,  yet  there  would  be  at  every  moment,  in 
consequence  of  their  labor,  a  ^eater  value  of  goods 
in  the  market  than  would  exist  independent  of  it." 

2.  "That  the  position,  that  artincers  can  aug- 
ment the  revenue  of  a  society  only  by  parsimony, 
is  true  in  no  other  sense  than  in  one  which  is 
equally  applicable  to  husbandmen  or  cultivators. 
It  may  be  alike  affirmed,  of  all  these  classes,  that 
the  fund  acquired  by  their  labor  and  destined  for 
their  support,  is  not,  in  an  ordinary  way,  more 
than  equal  to  it.  And  hence  it  will  follow,  that 
augmentations  of  the  wealth  or  capital  of  the  com- 
munity (except  in  the  instances  of  some  extraor- 
dinary dexterity  or  skill)  can  only  proceed,  with 
respect  to  any  of  them,  from  the  savings  of  the 
more  thrifty  and  parsimonious." 

3.  "That  the  annual  produce  of  the  land  anid 
labor  of  a  country  can  only  be  increased  in  tw;o 
ways,  by  some  improvement  in  the  productive 
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powers  of  the  aseHil  labor  which  actually  exists 
within  it,  or  bv  some  increase  in  the  quantity  of 
sQch  labor,  lliat  with  regard  to  the  first,  the 
labor  of  artificers  being  capable  of  greater  subdi- 
vision and  simplicity  of  operation  than  that  of 
cultivators,  it  is  susceptible,  in  a  proportionabty 
greater  des^ree,  of  improvement  in  its  productive 

rvers,  whether  to  be  derived  from  an  accession 
skill,  or  from  the  application  of  ingenious  ma- 
chinery; in  which  particular,  therefore,  the  labor 
employed  in  the  culture  of  land  can  pretend  to 
no  advantage  over  that  engaged  in  manufactures. 
That  with  regard  to  an  atiffmentation  of  the  quan- 
tity of  usefal  labor,  this  (excluding  adventitious 
circumstances)  must  depend  ^sentially  unon  an 
increase  of  capital;  which,  again,  must  depend 
upon  the  saving  made  out  of  the  revenues  of 
those  who  famish  or  manage  that  which  is  at 
any  time  employed,  whether  in  agriculture  or  in 
manufactures,  or  in  any  other  way." 

But,  while  the  exclusive  productiveness  of  ag- 
ricultural labor  has  been  thus  denied  and  refut^, 
the  superiority  of  its  productivene^  has  been  con- 
ceded without  hesitation.  As  this  concession  in- 
volves a  point  of  considerable  magnitude  in  re- 
lation to  maxims  of  public  administration,  the 
grounds  on  which  it  rests  are  worthy  of  a  distinct 
and  particular  examination. 

One  of  the  arguments  made  use  of  in  support  of 
the  idea,  may  m  pronounced  both  quaint  and  su- 
perficial; it  amounts  to  this:  That  m  the  produc- 
tions of  the  soil  Nature  co-operates  with  man,  and 
that  the  effect  of  their  joint  labor  must  be  greater 
than  that  of  the  labor  of  man  alone.  This,  how- 
ever, is  far  from  being  a  necessary  inference.  It  is 
very  conceivable,  that  the  labor  or  man  alone,  laid 
out  u]>on  a  work  requiring  great  skiU  and  art  to 
bring  it  to  perfection,  may  be  more  productive,  in 
value,  than  the  labor  of  Nature  and  man  combined, 
when  directed  towards  more  simple  operations  and 
objects:  and  when  it  is  recollected  to  what  an  ex- 
tent the  agency  of  Nature,  in  the  application  of  the 
mechanic^  powers,  is  maae  auxiliary  to  the  prose- 
cution of  manufactures,  the  suggestion  which  has 
been  noticed  loses  even  the  appearance  of  plausi- 
bility. 

It  might  also  be  observedj  with  a  contrary  view, 
that  the  labor  employed  in  agricidture  is  in  a 
great  measure  periodical  and  occasional,  depend- 
ing on  seasons  liable  to  various  and  long  inter- 
missions; while  that  occupied  in  many  manu&c- 
tures  is  constant  and  regular,  extending  through 
the  year,  embracing,  in  some  instances,  night  as 
well  as  day.  It  is  also  probable  that  there  are, 
among  the  cultivators  of  land,  more  exanijples  oi 
remissness  than  amons  artificiers.  The  fanner, 
from  the  peculiar  fermity  of  hb  land,  or  some 
other  favorable  circumstance,  may  frequently  ob- 
tain a  livelihood,  even  with  a  considerable  degree 
of  carelessness  in  the  mode  of  cultivation;  but  the 
artisan  can  with  difficui^  effect  the  same  object 
without  exerting  himself  pretty  equally  with  all 
those  who  are  engaged  in  the  same  pursuit.  And 
if  it  may  likewise  be  assumed  as  a  fact  that  ma- 
nufactures open  a  wider  field  to  exertions  of  inge- 
Binty  than  agriculture,  it  woold  not  be  a  strained 


conjecture,  that  the  labor  employed  in  the  former 
being  at  once  more  constant,  more  uniform,  and 
more  ingenious,  than  that  wnich  is  employed  in 
the  latter,  will  be  found  at  the  same  time  more 
productive.  But  it  is  not  meant  to  lay  stress  on 
observations  of  this  nature:  they  ought  only  to 
serve  as  a  counterbalance  to  those  of  a  similar 
complexion.  Circumstances  so  vague  and  general, 
as  well  as  so  abstract,  can  afford  uttle  instruction 
in  a  matter  of  this  kind. 

Another,  and  that  which  seems  to  be  the  prin- 
cipal argument  offered  for  the  superior  product- 
iveness  of  agricultural  labor,  taiha  upon  the  alle- 
gation that  labor  emploved  on  manufactures  yields 
nothing  equivalent  to  the  rent  of  land;  or  to  that 
nett  surplus,  as  it  is  called,  which  accrues  to  the 
proprietor  of  the  soiL  But  this  distinction,  im- 
portant as  it  has  been  deemed,  appears  rather  ver- 
bal than  substantial.  It  is  eajsily  discernible  that 
what,  in  the  first  instance,  is  divided  into  two  parts, 
under  the  denominations  of  the  ordinary  profit  of 
the  stock  of  the  farmer  and  rent  to  the  landlord, 
is,  in  the  second  instance,  united,  under  the  general 
appellation  of  the  ordinary  prdit  on  the  stock  of 
the  undertaker;  and  that  this  formal  or  verbal  dis- 
tribution constitutes  the  whole  difference  in  the 
two  cases.  It  seems  to  have  been  overlooked  that 
the  land  is,  itself,  a  stock  or  capital,  advanced  or 
lent  by  its  owner  to  the  occupier  or  tenant,  and 
that  the  rent  he  receives  is  only  the  ordinarv  profit 
of  a  certain  stock  in  land,  not  managed  by  the  pro- 
prietor himself,  but  by  another  to  whom  he  lends 
or  lets  it,  and  who,  on  his  part,  advances  a  second 
capital  to  stock  and  improve  the  land,  upon  which 
he  also  receives  the  usual  profit  The  rent  of  the 
landlord  and  the  profit  of  the  farmer,  are,  there- 
fore, nothing  more  than  the  ordinary  profits  of  two 
capitals^  belonging  to  two  differefit  persons,  and 
umted  m  the  cultivation  of  a  farm.  As  in  the 
other  case;  the  surplus  which  arises  upon  any 
manufactory,  after  replacing  the  expenses  of  car- 
rying it  on,  answers  to  the  ordinary  profits  of  one 
or  more  capitals  engaged  in  the  prosecution  of 
such  manu&ctory :  it  is  said  one  or  more  capitals, 
because,  in  fact,  the  same  thing  which  is  contem- 
plated in  the  case  of  the  farm,  sometimes  happens 
m  that  of  a  manufactory.  Tnere  b  one  who  fur- 
nishes a  part  of  the  capital,  or  lends  a  part  of  the 
money  by  which  it  is  carried  on,  and  another  who 
carries  it  on,  with  the  addition  of  his  own  capitaL 
Out  of  the  surplus  which  remains  after  defraying 
expenses,  an  interest  is  paid  to  the  money-lender 
for  the  portion  of  the  capital  furnished  oy  him, 
which  exactly  agrees  with  the  rent  paid  to  the 
landlord;  and  the  residue  of  that  surplus  consti- 
tutes the  profit  of  the  undertaker  or  manu&cturer, 
and  agrees  with  what  is  denominated  the  ordinary 
profits  on  the  stock  of  the  farmer.  Both  together 
make  the  ordinary  profits  of  two  capitals  employed 
in  a  manufactory;  as,  in  the  other  case,  the  rent 
of  the  landlord  and  the  revenue  of  the  faurmer  com- 
pose the  ordinary  profits  of  two  capitals  employed 
m  the  cultivation  of  a  farm.  The  rent  therefore, 
accruing  to  the  proprietor  of  the  lan^  far  ftaok 
beinf  a  criterion  of  exclusive  productiveness,  a» 
has  Seen  argued,  is  no  criterion  even  of  superior 
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Sroductiveness.    The  question  must  still  be,  whe- 1 
ier  the  surplus,  after  defraying  expenses  of  a 
given  capital  eini>loyed  in  the  ^purchase  and  im- 

Srorement  of  a  piece  of  land,  is  greater  or  less 
lan  that  of  a  like  capital  employ^  in  the  prose- 
cution of  a  manufactory?  or  whether  the  whole 
value  produced  from  a  given  capital  and  a  given 
quantity  of  labor,  employed  in  one  way,  be  greater 
or  less  than  the  whole  value  produced  from  an 
equal  capital  and  an  equal  quantity  of  labor  em- 
ployed in  the  other  way?  or,  rather,  perhaps, 
whether  the  business  of  agriculture  or  that  of 
manufactures  will  yield  the  greatest  product,  ac- 
cording to  a  compound  ratio  of  the  quantity  of 
the  capital  and  the  quantity  of  labor,  which  are 
employed  in  the  one  or  in  the  other? 

The  solution  of  either  of  these  questions  is  not 
easy;  it  involves  numerous  and  complicated  de- 
tails, depending  on  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the 
objects  to  be  compared.  It  b  not  known  that  the 
comparison  has  ever  yet  been  made  upon  suffi- 
cient data  properly  ascertained  and  anal^rzed.  To 
be  able  to  make  it  on  the  present  occasion,  with 
satisfactory  precision,  would  demand  more  pre- 
vious inquiry  and  investigation  than  there  nas 
been  hitherto  either  leisure  or  opportunity  to  ac- 
complish. Some  essays,  however,  nave  been  made, 
towards  acquiring  the  requisite  information,  which 
have  rather  served  to  throw  doubt  upon  than  to 
confirm  the  hypothesis  under  examination.  But 
it  ou^ht  to  be  acknowledged  that  they  have  been 
too  httle  diversified,  and  are  too  imperfect,  to  au- 
thorize a  definitive  conclusion  eithe^r  way ;  leading 
rather  to  probable  conjecture  than  to  certain  de- 
duction. They  render  it  probable,  that  there  are 
various  branches  of  manufactures  in  which  a  given 
capital  win  yield  a  greater  total  product,  and  a 
considerably  greater  nett  prodyct,  than  an  equal 
capital  invested  in  the  pur^ase  and  improvement 
of  lands;  and  that  there  are  also  some  branches  in 
which  both  the  gross  and  the  nett  produce  will 
exceed  that  of  agricultural  industry,  according  to 
a  compound  ratio  of  capital  and  lal)or.  But  jt  is 
on  this  last  point  that  there  appears  to  be  the 

Seatest  room  for  doubt.  It  is  far  less  difficult  to 
fer,  generally,  that  the  nett  produce  of  capital 
engaged  in  manufacturing  enterprises  is  greater 
than  that  of  capital  engaged  in  agriculture. 

The  foregoing  suggestions  are  not  designed  to 
inculcate  an  opinion  Uiat  manufacturing  industry 
is  more  productive  than  that  of  agriculture.  The^ 
are  intended  rather  to  show  that  the  reverse  of  this 
proposition  is  not  ascertained ;  that  the  general  ar- 
guments which  are  brought  to  establish  it  are  not 
satisfactory;  and,  consequently,  that  a  supposition 
of  the  superior  productiveness  of  tillage  ought  to 
T>e  no  obstacle  to  listening  to  any  su^tantial  in- 
ducements to  the  encouragement  of  manufactures, 
which  maybe  otherwise  perceived  to  exist,  through 
an  apprehension  that  they  may  have  a  tendency 
to  divert  labor  from  a  more  to  a  less  profitable 
employment.  It  b  extremely  probable,  that,  on  a 
full  and  accurate  development  of  the  matter,  on 
the  ground  of  fact  and  calculation,  it  would  be 
discovered  that  there  is  no  material  difference  be- 
tween the  aggregate  productiveness  of  the  one  and 


of  the  other  kind  of  industry;  and  that  the  pcCb* 
priety  of  the  encouragements  which  may  in  any 
case  oe  proposed  to  be  ^ven  to  either,  ought  tp  ne 
determined  upon  consideratioiis  irrelative  to  any 
comparison  or  that  nature. 

But,  without  contending  for  the  superior  pro- 
ductiveness of  manufacturing  industry,  it  may 
conduce  to  a  better  judgment  of  the  pobcy  whicn 
ought  to  be  pursued  respecting  its  encouragement, 
to  contemplate  the  subiect  undei^  some  additional 
aspects,  tending  not  only  to  confirm  the  idea  that 
this  kind  of  industry  has  been  improperly  repre- 
sented as  unproductive  in  itself,  but  to  evince,  in 
addition,  that  the  establbhment  and  diffusion  of 
manufactures  have  the  effect  of  rendering  the 
to^l  mass  of  useful  and  productive  labor^  in  a 
community^  greater  than  it  would  otherwise  be* 
In  prosecuting  thb  discussion,  it  may  be  necessajry 
briefly  to  resume  and  review  some  of  the  topics 
which  have  been  already  touched. 

To  affirm  that  the  labor  of  the  manufacturer  i$ 
unproductive,  because  he  consumes  as  much  of 
the  produce  of  land  as  he  adds  value  to  the  raw 
materials  which  he  manufactures,  b  not  better 
founded  than  it  would  be  to  affirm  that  the  labor 
of  the  farmer,  which  furnbhes  materiab  to  the 
manufacturer,  b  unproductive,  because  he  con- 
sumes an  equal  value  of  manufactured  articles. 
Each  furnbhes  a  certain  portion  of  the  produce  of 
hb  labor  to  the  other,  and  each  destroys  a  corre- 
spondent portion  of  the  produce  of  the  labor  ot 
the  other.  In  the  mean  time,  the  maintenance  of 
two  citizens,  instead  of  one*  b  ffoing  on ;  the  State 
has  two  members,  instead  of  one ;  and  they  to- 
gether consume  twice  the  value  of  what  b  pro- 
duced from  the  land.  If  instead  of  a  farmer  and 
artificer,  there  were  a  uurmer  only,  he  would  be 
under  the  necessity  of  devoting  a  part  of  hb  labor 
to  the  fabrication  of  clothing  and  other  articlei, 
wh|ch  he  would  procure  of  ue  artificer,  in  the 
case  of  there  being  such  a  person,  and  of  course 
he  would  be  able  to  devote  less  labor  to  the  culti- 
vation of  his  fistrm,  and  would  draw  from  it  a  pro- 
portionably  less  product.  The  whole  quantity  of 
production^  in  this  state  of  things,  in  provisions, 
raw  materiab,  and  manufactures,  would  certainly 
not  exceed  in  value  the  amount  of  what  would  l»e 
produced  in  provisions  and  raw  materiab  only,  if 
there  were  an  artificer  as  well  as  a  farmer* 
Again :  if  there  were  boUi  an  artificer  and  a  farmer, 
the  latter  would  be  left  at  liberty  to  pursue  ex- 
clusively the  cultivation  of  his  farm.  A  greater 
quantity  of  provbions  and  raw  materiab  would 
of  course  be  produced,  equal,  at  least,  as  has  been 
already  observed,  to  the  whole  amount  of  the  pro- 
visions, raw  materiab,  and  manufactures,  which 
would  exist  on  a  contrary  supposition.  The  arti- 
ficer, at  the  same  time,  would  be  goinjg^  on  in  the 
production  of  manufactured  commodities,  to  an 
amount  sufficient  not  only  to  repay  the  larmer  in 
those  commodities  for  the  provisions  and  mate- 
rials which  were  procured  from  hinu  but  to  fur- 
nish the  artificer  himself  with  a  supply  of  similar 
commodities  for  hb  own  use.  Thus,  then,  there 
would  be  two  quantities  or  values  in  exbtexu:^ 
instead  of  one ;  and  the  revenue  9i»d  coasumption 
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Woald  be  double  in  one  case  wbat  it  would  be  in 
the  odier. 

If,  in  place  of  both  these  suppositions,  there 
were  supposed  to  be  two  farmers  and  no  artificer, 
each  of  whom  applied  a  part  of  his  labor  to  the 
caltore  of  land,  and  another  part  to  the  fabrication 
of  manufactures ;  in  this  case,  the  portion  of  the 
labor  of  both  bestowed  ui)on  land  would  produce 
the  same  quantity  of  provisions  and  raw  materials 
only,  as  would  be  produced  by  the  entire  sum  of 
the  labor  of  one  applied  in  the  same  manner,  and 
die  portion  of  the  labor  of  both  bestowed  upon 
manufactures,  would  produce  the  same  quantities 
oflmanufactures  onlv,  as  would  be  produced  by  the 
entire  sum  of  the  laoor  of  one  apphed  in  the  same 
manner.  Hence,  the  produce  or  the  labor  of  the 
two  farmers  would  not  be  greater  than  the  pro- 
duce of  the  labor  of  the  farmer  and  artificer;  and 
hence  it  results,  that  the  labor  of  the  artificer  is  as 
.positively  productive  as  that  of  the  farmer,  and, 
as  positively,  augments  the  revenue  of  the  so- 
cie^r. 

Tae  labor  of  the  artificer  replaces  to  the  farmer 
that  portion  of  his  labor  with  which  he  provides 
the  materials  of  exchange  with  the  artificer,  and 
which  he  would  otherwise  have  been  compelled 
to  apply  to  manufactures;  and  while  the  artificer 
thus  enables  the  farmer  to  enlarge  his  stock  of  ag- 
ricultural industry,  a  portion  of  which  he  pur- 
chases for  his  own  use,  he  also  supplies  himself 
with  the  manufactured  articles  of  wnich  he  stands 
in  need.  He  does  still  more ;  besides  this  equiva- 
lent, which  he  gives  for  the  portion  of  agricultural 
labor  consumed  b][  him.  and  this  supply  of  manu- 
factured commodities  tor  his  own  consumption, 
he  fiimishes  still  a  surplus,  which  compensates  for 
the  use  of  the  capital  advanced  either  by  himself 
or  some  other  person,  for  carrying  on  the  business. 
This  is  the  ordinary  profit  of  the  stock  employed 
in  the  manufactory,  and  is,  in  every  sense^  as  ef- 
fective an  addition  to  the  income  of  the  society  as 
the  rent  of  land. 

The  produce  of  the  labor  of  the  artificer,  conse- 
quently, may  be  r^rded  as  composed  of  three 
parts;  one  by  which  the  provisions  for  his  subsist- 
ence and  the  materials  for  his  work  are  purchased 
of  the  farmer,  one  by  which  he  supplies  himself 
with  manufactured  necessaries,  and  a  third  which 
constitutes  the  profit  on  the  stock  employed.  The 
two  last  portions  seem  to  have  been  overlooked  in 
the  system,  which  represents  manufacturing  in- 
dustry as  barren  and  unproductive. 

In  the  course  of  the  preceding  illustrations,  the 
products  of  equal  quantity  of  the  labor  of  the  farmer 
and  artificer  nave  been  treated  as  if  equal  to  each 
other.  But  this  is  not  to  be  understood  as  intend- 
ing to  assert  any  such  precise  equality.  It  is  mere- 
ly a  manner  of  expression  adopted  for  the  sake  of 
simplicity  and  perspicuity. 

Whether  the  value  of  the  produce  of  the  labor 
of  the  farmer  be  somewhat  more  or  less  ihan  that 
of  the  artificer,  is  not  material  to  the  main  scope 
of  the  argument  which  hitherto  has  only  aimed 
at  showing  that  the  one,  as  well  as  the  other,  oc- 
casions a  positive  augmentation  of  the  total  pro- 
4iioe  and  revenue  of  Uie  society. 


It  is  now  proper  to  proceed  a  step  further,  and 
to  enumerate  the  principal  circumstances,  from 
which  it  may  be  inferred.  That  manufacturing 
establishments  not  only  occasion  a  positive  aug- 
mentation of  the  produce  and  revenue  of  the  soci- 
ety, but  that  they  cont^bute  essentially  to  render- 
ing them  greater  than  they  could  possibly  be, 
without  such  establishments. 

These  circumstances  are — 

1.  The  division  of  labor. 

2.  An  extension  of  the  use  of  machinery. 

3.  Additional  employment  to  classes  of  tne  com- 
munity not  ordinarily  enga^^  in  the  business. 

4.  The  promoting  of  emigration  from  foreign 
countries. 

5.  The  furnishing  greater  scope  for  the  diver- 
sity of  talents  and  dispositions  which  discriminate 
men  from  each  other. 

6.  The  affording  a  more  ample  and  various  field 
for  enterprise. 

7.  The  creating,  in  some  instances,  a  new,  and 
securing  in  all,  a  more  certain  and  steady  demand 
for  the  surplus  produce  of  the  soiL 

Each  of  these  circumstances  has  a  considerable 
influence  upon  the  total  mass  of  industrious  effort 
in  a  community ;  together,  they  add  to  it  a  degree 
of  energy  and  effect,  which  are  not  easily  con- 
ceived. Some  comments  upon  each  of  them,  in 
the  order  in  which  they  have  been  stated,  may 
serve  to  explain  their  importance. 

I.  As  to  the  division  or  labor. 

It  has  justly  been  observed,  that  there  is  scarce- 
ly any  thing  of  greater  moment  in  the  economy 
of  a  nation,  than  the  proper  division  of  labor.  The 
separation  of  occupations  causes  each  to  be  car- 
ried to  a  much  greater  perfection  than  it  could 
possibly  ac<)uire,  if  thev  were  blended.  This 
arises,  principally,  from  tnree  circumstances. 

1st.  The  greater  skill  and  dexterity  naturally  re- 
sulting from  a  constant  and  undivided  application 
to  a  single  object  It  is  evident  that  these  proper- 
ties must  increase,  in  proportion  to  the  separation 
and  simplification  of  objects  and  the  steadiness  of 
the  attention  devoted  to  each ;  and  must  be  lessu 
in  proportion  to  the  complication  of  objects,  and  ^ 
the  number  among  which  the  attention  is  dis- 
tracted. 

2d.  The  economy  of  time,  by  avoiding  the  loss 
of  it,  incident  to  a  ft'equent  transition  from  one 
operation  to  another  of  a  different  nature.  This 
depends  on  various  circumstances :  the  transition 
itself,  the  orderly  dbposition  of  the  implements, 
machines,  and  materids  employed  in  the  opera- 
tion to  be  relinquished,  the  preparatory  steps  to 
the  commencement  of  a  new  one,  the  interruption 
of  the  impulse,  which  the  mind  of  the  workman 
acquires,  from  being  engaged  in  a  particular  ope- 
ration ;  tne  distractions,  hesitations,  and  rductance, 
which  attended  the  passage  from  one  kind  of  bu- 
siness to  another. 

3d.  An  extension  of  the  use  of  machinery.  A 
man  occupied  on  a  single  object  will  have  it  more 
in  his  power,  and  will  be  more  naturally  led  to 
exert  his  imagination  devising  methods  to  fieuuli- 
tate  and  abridge  labor  than  if^he  were  perplexed 
by  a  variety  <^  independent  and  dissimilar  operm-> 
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lions.  Besides  this,  the  &bricatioii  of  machines, 
in  nnmerous  instances,  becoming  itself  a  distinct 
trade,  the  artist  who  follows  it,  has  all  the  advan- 
tages which  have  been  enumerated  for  improve- 
ment in  his  particular  art^  and  in  both  ways  the 
invention  and  application  of  machinery  are  ex- 
tended. 

And  from  these  causes  united,  the  mere  sepa- 
ration of  the  occupation  of  the  cultivator  from 
that  of  the  artificer,  has  the  effect  of  au^enting 
the  productive  powers  of  labor,  and  with  them, 
the  total  mass  of  the  produce  or  revenue  of  a 
country.  In  this  single  view  of  the  subject,  there- 
fore, the  utility  of  artificers  or  manufacturers,  to- 
wards promotmg  an  increase  of  productive  indus- 
trV;  is  apparent 

U.  As  to  an  extension  of  the  use  of  machinery, 
a  point  which,  though  partly  anticipated,  requires 
to  be  i^ed  in  one  or  two  additional  li^ts. 

The  employment  of  machinery  forms  an  item 
of  {preat  importance  in  the  general  mass  of  nation- 
al mdustry.  It  is  an  artificial  force,  brought  in  aid 
of  the  natural  force  of  man;  and,  to  all  the  pur- 
poses of  labor,  is  an  increase  of  hands ;  an  acces- 
sion of  the  strength,  unincumbered  too,  by  the  ex- 
pense of  maintaining  the  laborer.  May  it  not, 
therefore,  be  fairly  mferred,  that  those  occupa- 
tions, which  give  greatest  scope  to  the  use  of  tnis 
ausuary,  contribute  most  to  the  general  stock  of 
industrious  effort^  and,  in  consequence,  to  the  ge- 
neral product  of  industry? 

It  shall  be  taken  for  granted,  and  the  truth  of 
&e  position  referred  to  (wservation,  that  manufac- 
turing pursuits  are  susceptible  in  a  greater  d^ee 
of  the  application  of  machinery,  than  those  of  ag- 
riculture. If  so,  all  the  difference  is  lost  to  a  com- 
munity, which,  instead  of  manufacturing  for  itself, 
procures  the  fabrics  requisite  to  its  supply  from 
other  countries.  The  substitution  of  foreign  for 
domestic  manufoctnres  is  a  transfer  to  foreign  na- 
tions of  the  advantages  accruing  from  the  employ- 
ment of  machinery,  in  the  m^es  in  which  it  is 
capable  of  being  employed,  with  most  utility  and 
to  the  greatest  extent. 

The  cotton  mill  invented  in  England,  within 
the  last  twenty  years,  is  a  signal  illustration  of  the 
ffeneral  proposition^  which  has  been  just  advanced. 
In  consequence  of  it,  all  the  different  processes  for 
spinning  cotton  are  performed  by  means  of  ma- 
chines which  are  put  in  motion  bv  water,  and  at- 
tended chiefly  by  women  and  children;  and  by  a 
smaller  number  of  persons,  in  the  whole,  than  are 
requisite  in  the  ordinary  mode  of  spmning.  And 
it  is  an  advantage  of  great  moment  that  the  ope- 
rations of  this  mill  continue,  with  convenience, 
during  the  night,  as  well  as  through  the  day.  The 
prodi^ous  effect  of  such  a  machine  is  easilv 
.  conceived.  To  this  invention  is  to  be  attributeo, 
essentially,  the  immense  prqnress  which  has  been 
so  suddenly  made  in  Qreat  Britain,  in  the  various 
fhbrics  of  cotton. 

III.  As  to  the  additional  employment  of  classes 
of  the  community,  not  originally  engaged  in  the 
partieolar  business. 

This  is  not  among  the  least  valuable  of  the 
means  by  which  manufacturing  institutions  eon- 


tribute  to  anient  the  general  stock  of  industry 
and  production.  In  places  where  those  institu- 
tions prevail,  besides  the  persons  re^arly  engaged 
in  them,  they  afford  occasional  and  extra  emj^y- 
ment  to  industrious  individuals  and  families  who 
are  willing  to  devote  the  leisure  resulting  from 
the  intermissions  of  their  ordinary  pursuits  to  col-- 
lateral  labors,  as  a  resource  for  multiplying  their 
acquisitions  or  their  enjoyments.  The  husband- 
man himself  experiences  a  new  source  of  profit 
and  support  fVom  the  increased  industry  of  his 
wife  and  daughters;  invited  and  stimulated  by  the 
demands  of  the  neighboring  manufactories. 

Besides  this  advantage  of  occasional  em]^oy- 
ment  to  classes  having  different  occupations,  there 
is  another  of  a  nature  allied  to  it,  and  of  a  similar 
toidency.  This  is  the  employment  of  persons 
who  would  otherwise  be  idle,  (and  in  many  cases 
a  burden  on  the  community,'^  either  from  the  bias 
of  temper^  habit,  infirmity  oi  body,  or  some  other 
cause,  mdisposing  or  disqualifying  them  for  the 
toils  of  the  country.  It  is  worthy  of  particular 
remark,  that,  in  general,  women  and  children  are 
rendered  more  useful,  and  the  latter  more  early 
useful,  by  manufacturing  establishments,  than  they 
would  otherwise  be.  Of  the  number  of  persons 
employed  in  the  cotton  manufactories  or  Great 
Britain,  it  is  computed  that  four-sevenths,  nearly, 
are  women  and  children;  of  whom  the  greatest 
proportion  are  children,  and  many  of  them  of  a 
tender  ase. 

And  thus  it  appears  to  be  one  of  the  attributes 
of  manufactures,  and  one  of  no  small  consequence, 
to  give  occasion  to  the  exertion  of  a  greater  quan- 
tity of  industry,  even  by  the  same  number  of  per- 
sons, where  they  happen  to  prevail,  than  would 
exist  if  there  were  no  such  establishments. 

iV.  As  to  the  promoting  of  emigration  from 
foreign  countries. 

Men  reluctantly  quit  one  course  of  occupation 
and  livelihood  for  another,  unless  invited  to  it  by 
very  apparent  and  proximate  advantages.  Many 
who  would  go  from  one  country  to  another,  if  they 
had  a  prospect  of  continuing,  with  more  benefit, 
the  callings  to  which  they  have  been  educated, 
will  often  not  be  tempted  to  change  their  situation 
by  the  hope  of  doiufi^  better  in  some  other  wa^r* 
Manufacturers  who,usteningtothe  powerful  invi- 
tations of  a  better  price  for  their  fabrics  or  their 
labor,  of  greater  cheapness  of  provisions  and  raw 
materiab,  of  an  exemption  from  the  chief  part  of 
the  taxes,  burdei^and  restraints,  which  they  en- 
dure in  tde  Old  World,  of  greater  personal  mde- 
pendence  and  consequence,  under  the  operation  of 
a  more  eqval  Government ;  and  of  "vniat  is  &r 
more  precious  than  mere  religious  toleration,  a 
perfect  equality  of  religious  privileges;  would, 
probably,  flock  from  Europe  to  the  United  States 
to  pursue  their  own  trades  or  professions,  if  they 
were  once  made  sensible  of  the  advantages  they 
would  enjoy,  and  were  inspired  with  an  assurance 
of  encouragement  and  employment,  will,  with 
difficulty^  be  induced  to  transplant  themselves, 
with  a  view  to  becoming  cultivators  of  land. 

If  it  be  true,  then,  that  it  is  the  interest  of  the 
United  States  to  open  every  possible  avenue  to 
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emigration  from  abroad,  it  affords  a  wetghtjr  ar- 
IfBmeat  for  the  encouragemoat  of  m^nnfactiores ; 
which,  £of  the  reasoQ  just  assigned,  Will  have  the 
•trongest  tendaicy  to  multi^y  the  i&daeements  toit. 
Here  is  perceived  an  impoctaat  resource,  not 
only  for  extending  the  povulatioa^  aad  with  k  the 
nseful  and  productive  laoor  of  the  country,  hat 
Ulcewise  for  the  prosecution  of  manufactures,  with- 
out deducting  irom  the  number  of  hiuids  which 
might  otherwise  be  drawn  to  tillage,  and  even  for 
the  indemn^eatton  (^agriculture  for  such  as  might 
happen  to  be  diverted  trom  it.  Many,  whom  ma- 
nufacturing views  would  induce  to  emigrate, 
woiyd  afterwards  yield  to  the  temptations,  which 
the  particular  situation  of  this  country  holds  oat 
to  Mpricultural  pursuits.  And  while  a^rtcuhure 
womd,  in  other  respects,  derive  many  signal  and 
onnxingled  advantages,  from  the  gprowth  of  manu^ 
factures,  it  is  a  problem  whether  it  would  gain  or 
lose,  as  to  the  article  of  the  number  of  persons 
en^oved  in  carrvin^  it  on. 

V.  As  to  the  mmidbing  greater  scope  for  the 
diversity  of  talents  and  dispositions,  which  diseri- 
minate  men  firom  each  other. 

This  is  a  much  more  powerful  mean  of  aug* 
mentiog  the  fund  of  national  indus^  than  may 
at  irst  sight  appear.  It  is  a  just  observation,  that 
minds  of  the  stroi^^t  and  most  active  powers  for 
their  proper  c^bjeots  hXL  beloiw  mt^ocn^  aad  lar 
hor  without  eSect,  if  confined  to  unecMiflenial  pur* 
suits.  And  it  is  thence  to  be  inferred,  that  the 
results  of  human  exertion  may  be  immensdv  in- 
creased by  diversifying  its  objects.  When  all  the 
different  xinds  of  industry  obtain  in  a  community, 
eaeh  individual  can  find  his  proper  element,  ana 
can  call  into  activity  the  whole  vigor  of  his  na- 
tare.  And  the  community  is  benefited  by  the  ser- 
vices of  its  respective  members,  in  the  mumw  in 
which  each  can  serve  it  with  most  effect. 

M  there  be  any  thing  in  a  remark  often  to  be 
met  with,  namely :  that  there  is,  in  the  ^^ius  of 
the  people  of  this  country,  a  peculiar  aptitude  for 
mechamc  improvements,  it  would  operate  as  a 
forciUe  reason  for  giving  opportunities  to  the  ex- 
ereke  €i  that  species  of  talent,  by  the  propagation 
of  manufactures. 

VL  As  to  the  affording  a  more  amj^e  and  va- 
rious field  for  enterprise. 

This,  also,  is  of  greater  consequence  in  the  ge- 
neral scale  o(  national  exertion,  than  might,  per- 
haps, on  a  supe^cial  view  be  supposed,  and  nas 
e£^ts  not  altogether  dissimilar  from  those  of  the 
circumstance  last  noticed.  To  cherish  and  sti- 
mulate the  activity  of  the  human  mind,  by  multi- 
plying the  objects  of  entei^ise,  is  not  amonff  the 
least  considerable  of  the  expedients,  by  which  the 
wealth  of  a  nation  may  be  promoted.  £S  ven  things 
in  themselves,  not  positively  advantageous,  some- 
times become  so,  by  their  tendenc^r  to  provdce 
etertion.  Every  new  scene  which  is  opened  to 
the  busy  nature  of  man  to  rouse  and  exert  itself 
is  the  addition  of  a  new  energy  to  the  general 
stock  of  effort. 

The  spirit  of  enterprise,  useful  and  prolific  as  it 
iBy  must  necessaril)r  be  contracted  or  expanded  in 
proportion  to  the  simpUeity  or  variety  <^  the  oc  • 


cupaitoiM  and  prodvction^  which  ace  to  be  found 
in  a  society,  ft  must  be  less  in  a  nation  of  mete 
cultivators,  than  in  a  nation  of  oakiv«lors  aad 
merchants;  less  in  a  nation  of  cuUivators  and  mer- 
chants, than  in  a  nation  of  cultiva^rs,  artifieeii, 
and  merchants. 

VII.  As  to  the  creating,  in  some  instaMN»,a 
new,  and  securing  in  all  a  more  certain  and  aleady 
demand  for  tkte  surplus  produce  of  the  soiL 

This  is  amon^  the  most  im^Mortani  of  the  eir^ 
eumstanees  which  has  been  mdioaled.  It  is  a 
principal  mean  by  which  the  establishment  ef 
manulaetures  contributes  io  an  augmen^on  of 
the  jnroduce  or  revenue  eyf  a  eoimtry,  and  has  an 
immediate  and  clirect  relation  to  the  proflnerity  ef 
agriculture. 

It  is  evident  that  the  exertiens  of  the  hasbftnd- 
man  will  be  steady  or  Jiietiaitmg,  vigorous  or  fee- 
ble, in  prc^rtion  to  the  steadiness  or  AueluatioB, 
adeffuafteness  or  inadequateness  of  the  markets  on 
which  he  must  depend,  fo  the  vent  of  tiie  swpliu^ 
which  may  be  produced  by  lus  labor;  and  that 
such  surplus  in  the  ordinary  ceutse  of  things  wiU 
be  greaterinr  less  in  the  same  proportion. 

For  the  purpose  of  ^is  vent,  a  dooHBtic  —libtt 
is  greatly^  to  be  preferred  io  a  foreign  one;  be> 
cause  it  IS,  in  the  nature  of  things,  far  mote  to  ht 
reHed  upon. 

It  is  a  primary  object  of  the  poltcy  of  nadonst^ 
be  able  to  supply  themselves  wim  snbsistenM 
from  their  own  soils ;  and  manufacturing  nation% 
as  fiir  as  circumsttaces  permit,  endeavor  to  pro- 
cure, from  Uk  same  source,  the  raw  materials  ne^ 
cessary  for  their  own  fobrics.  This  dispositieB^ 
urged  oy  the  spirit  of  monopoly,  is  sometimes  even 
carried  to  an  injudicions  extreme.  It  seems  not 
always  to  be  recollected  that  nations  who  hairB 
neither  mines  nor  manu&etures^  can  only  ohtaia 
the  manufactured  articles  of  which  ihey  stand  m 
need,  by  an  exchange  of  the  pvodttets  of  their  soibii 
and  thait^  if  those  vrao  can  best  funish  them  with 
such  articles  are  unwilling  to  give  a  due  course  to 
this  exchange^  they  must,  of  necessity,  make  ewt^ 
Tj  possible  effort  to  manufacture  for  thenisebrea; 
tne  effect  of  which  is^  that  the  manufacturing  na- 
tions abridge  the  natural  advantages  of  their  sitn* 
ation,  through  an  unwillingness  to  permit  the  ag- 
ricultural  countries  to  enjoy  the  advanta^pes  of 
theirs,  and  sacrifice  the  interests  of  a  mutually 
beneficial  intercourse  to  the  vain  project  of  selling 
every  thing  and  buying  nothing. 

But  it  is  also  a  consequenee  of  the  policy  which 
has  been  noted^  that  the  foreign  demand  for  the 
products  of  agricultural  countries  is,  in  a  grei^  de- 
gree^ rather  casual  and  occasional,  than  oertainor 
constant.  To  what  extent  ii^jurious  inteiruptione 
of  the  demand  for  some  of  the  staple  jcommoditifiB 
of  the  United  States  may  have  been  experienced 
from  that  cause,  must  be  referred  to  the  judgment 
of  those  who  are  engaged  in  carrying  on  the  oom* 
merce  of  the  country ;  out  it  may  be  safely  affirm- 
ed, that  such  intetruptions  are  at  times  very  in- 
conveniently felt;  and  that  oases  not  unfrequently 
occur,  in  which  markets  are  so  confined  and  m- 
strtcted,  as  to  render  the  demand  t  ery  unequal  to 
the  su^dy. 
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iB^epeadentlfy  likewise,  <^  tbe  artificial  inpe- 
cUments,  which  are  created  by  the  policy  in  ques- 
tion, tbere  are  natural  causes  tending  to  render 
the  external  demand  for  the  surplus  of  iwrioultucal 
natifiiis  a  precarious  reliance.  The  diflerences  of 
seasons,  in  the  ooun tries  which  are  the  consumers, 
make  immense  differences  in  the  produce  of  their 
own  soils,  in  different  years^  and,  conse^ently,  in 
the  deffrees  of  their  necessity  for  foreign  supply. 
PlentiJul  harvests  with  them,  es{>eeiaUy  if  similar 
fuies  occur  at  the  same  time  in  the  countries 
which  are  the  furnishers,  occasion,  of  course,  a 
j^  in  the  maikets  of  the  latter. 

Considering  how  fast  and  how  much  the  pro- 
{jtess  of  new  settlements  of  the  United  States  must 
mcrease  the  surplus  produce  of  the  soil,  and  weigh- 
ing senouflly  the  tendency  of  the  s^rstem,  which 
prerails  among  most  of  the  commercial  nations  «f 
Mmope ;  whatever  dependence  may  be  placed  on 
the  iorce  of  natural  circumstances  to  counteract 
dM  effects  of  an  artificial  policy,  there  ai»ear 
strong  reasons  to  regard  the  foreign  demand  for 
ttnU  surplus  as  too  uncertain  a  reliance,  and  to  de- 
sire a  substitute  for  it,  ion  an  extensive  domestic 
market. 

Ta  secare  such  a  market,  there  is  no  other  ex- 
pedient than  to  promote  manufacturmg  establish- 
ments. Manufaeturers  who  constitete  the  most 
Mimerons  class,  aAer  the  cultivators  of  land,  are, 
for  that  reason,  the  principal  consumers  of  the 
anrplos  of  their  labors. 

This  idea  of  an  extensive  domestic  murket  for 
the  surplus  produce  of  ^tt  aoiL  is  of  the  first  con- 
sequence, it  is  of  aU  ^ings,  that  which  most  ef- 
fectually conduces  to  a  flourishing  state  of  a^ri- 
cnlture.  If  the  effect  of  manufiictories  should  be 
to  detach -a  portion  of  the  hands  which  would 
Otherwise  be  engaged  in  tillage,  it  might  possMv 
cause  a  smaller  quantity  of  land  to  be  under  cul- 
tivation; but  by  their  teaieacy  to  procure  a  mere 
ocortain  demand  for  the  surplus  promice  of  the  soil, 
they  would,  at  the  same  times,  cause  the  lands  which 
were  in  cultivation,  to  be  better  imjiroved  and  more 
productive.  And  whil&  bv  their  influence,  the 
condition  of  each  indiviauaf  fiurmer  would  be  me- 
iMMcaled,  the  total  mass  of  agricultuml  production 
would  probably  be  increased.  For  this  must  evi- 
dently depend  as  much,  if  not  nuNre.  upon  the  de- 
gree of  improvement,  than  upon  tne  number  of 
acres  under  culture. 

It  merits  jparticular  observation,  that  the  multi- 
plication of  manufactories  not  ooly  furnishes  a 
market  for  thcwe  articles  which  have  been  accus- 
tomed to  be  produced  in  abundance  in  a  country, 
but  it  likewise  creates  a  demand  for  such  as  were 
either  unknown  or  produced  in  eonsidecahle  quan- 
tities. The  bowels  as  wdl  as  the  surface  ci  the 
earth,  are  ransacked  for  articles  which  wese  be- 
UxBt  neglected*  Animals,  plants,  and  minerals  ac- 
quire a  utility  imd  value,  vrhich  were  before  un- 
enlored. 

The  foregoing  considerations  seem  sufficient  to 
establish  the  propositions,  that  it  is  the  interest  of 
nations  to  diversify  the  industrious  pursuits  of  the 
individuals  who  compose  them;  that  the  eaitablii^- 
ment  of  manufaetures  b  ealculated,  not  oalf  te 


increase  the  general  stock  of  useful  and  productiTe 
labor,  but  even  to  improve  the  state  of  agriculture 
in  particular,  certainly  to  advance  the  interests  of 
those  who  are  engaged  in  it.  There  are  othw 
views,  that  will  be  nereafter  taken  of  the  subieet, 
which,  it  is  conceived,  will  serve  tp  confi^rm  these 
inferences^ 

Previously  to  a  further  discussion  of  the  oh* 
jections  to  the  encouragement  of  manufactures 
which  have  been  stated,  ix  will  be  of  use  to  see 
what  can  be  said  in  reference  to  the  particuler 
situation  of  the  United  States,  against  toe  conclu- 
sions aroeariag  to  result  from  what  has  been  al- 
ready offered. 

It  may  be  observed,  and  the  idea  is  of  no  incon- 
siderable weighty  that  however  true  it  might  be, 
that  a  State,  which,  possessing  large  tracts  of  va- 
cant and  fertile  territory,  was  at  the  same  time 
secluded  from  foreign  commerce,  would  QuA  ils 
interesi  and  the  interest  of  agriculture,  in  divert- 
ing a  part  of  its  population  from  tillage  to  manu- 
factures ;  yet  it  will  not  follow,  that  the  same  k 
true  of  a  Stale,  which,  having  such  vacant  and 
fertile  tenritfoury,  has  at  the  same  time  ample  op- 
portunity of  procuring  firom  abroad,  on  good  terms, 
all  the  &brics  of  which  it  stands  m  need,  for  the 
supply  of  its  inhabitants.  The  power  of  doii^ 
this  at  least  secures  the  gveat  advantage  of  a  div^ 
fiion  of  labor,  leaving  the  fiirmer  free  to  pursue 
exclusively  the  culture  of  his  land,  and  enabling 
him  to  procure  with  its  products  the  manufactrnm 
supplies  requisite  either  to  his  wants  or  to  his  eat- 
joyment&  And  though  it  should  be  tnie.  that  in 
settled  countries,  the  mversification  of  industry  is 
conducive  to  an  increase  in  the  productive  powem 
of  labor,  and  to  an  augmentation  of  revenue  and 
capital,  )ret  it  is  scarcely  conceivable  that  there  oaa 
be  anything  of  so  selid  and  permanent  ad:yantage  to 
an  uncultivated  and,  unpeopled  eountrr,  as  to  con- 
vert its  wustes  into  cultivated  and  innabited  dis- 
tricts. If  the  revenue,  in  the  mean  time,  should  be 
less,  the  capital,  in  the  event,  must  he  greater. 

To  theae  observations,  the  following  afpeacs  to 
be  a  satisfactory  answer : 

1.  If  the  system  of  perfect  liberty  to  industry 
and  commerce  were  the  prevailing  system  of  na- 
tions, the  arguments  which  dissuade  a-countryyin 
the  predicament  of  the  United  States,  from  the 
jealous  punsuit  of  manufactures  would  doubtless 
have  great  force.  It  irill  not  be  affirmed,  that  they 
might  not  be  permitted,  with  few  exceptions,  to 
serve  as  a  rule  of  national  conduct.  In»ichastate 
of  things,  each  country  would  have  the  full  bene- 
fit of  its  peculiar  advantages  to  compensate  for  its 
deficiencies  or  disadvantages.  If  one  nation  wase 
in  condition  to  supply  manufactured  articles  on 
better  terms  than  another^  that  other  might  find 
an  abundant  indemnification  in  a  superior  capaci- 
ty to  furnish  the  produce  of  the  soil  And  a  fkae 
exchange  mutualiv  beneficial  of  die  commodities 
which  each  was  aole  to  supply  on  the  best  terms, 
might  be  carried  on  between  them,  supporting  in 
full  vigor  the  industry  of  each.  And  thoiurh  the 
ciieumslanoes  which  have  been  mentioned,  .and 
others  whidi  will  be  unfolded  hereafter,  sender  k 
probable,  that  nations  merely  agrioultural,  wouM 
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not  enjov  the  same  degree  of  opalence,  in  propOT- 
tion  to  tneir  Diimbers,  at  thofe  which  united  ma- 
nnfactures  with  agriculture ;  vet  the  progressiye 
improvement  of  the  lands  of  tne  fonner,  miffht  in 
the  end,  atone  for  an  inferior  degree  of  opmence 
in  the  mean  time ;  and  in  a  case,  in  which  oppo- 
site considerations  are  pretty  equallv  balanced,  the 
option  ouffht  perluips  always  to  oe,  in  favor  of 
leaving  industry  to  its  own  direction. 

But  the  system,  which  has  been  mentioned,  is 
fitr  from  characterizing  the  general  policy  of  na- 
tions. The  prevalent  one  has  been  reffulated  by 
an  opposite  spirit.  The  consequence  of  it  is,  that 
the  United  States  are  to  a  certain  extent  in  the 
situation  of  a  country  precluded  from  foreign  com- 
merce. They  can  mdeed,  without  difficulty,  ob- 
tain from  abroad  the  manufactured  supplies,  of 
which  they  are  in  want ;  but  they  expenence  nu- 
merous and  very  injurious  impediments  to  the 
emission  and  vent  of  their  own  commodities.  Nor 
is  this  the  case  in  reference  to  a  single  foreign 
nation  only.  The  reffulations  of  se veru  countries, 
with  whicn  we  have  tne  most  extensive  intercourse, 
throw  serious  obstructions  in  the  way  of  the  prin- 
cipal staples  of  the  United  States. 

In  sucn  a  position  of  things,  the  United  States 
cannot  exchange  with  Europe  on  equal  terms;  and 
the  want  of  reciprocity,  would  render  them  the 
i|ictim  of  a  system  which  would  induce  them  to 
confine  their  views  to  agriculture,  and  refrain 
iVom  manufactures.  A  constant  and  increasing 
necessity  on  their  part,^  for  the  commodities  <h 
Europe,  and  only  a  partial  and  occasional  demand 
for  their  own,  in  return,  could  not  but  expose  them 
to  a  state  of  impoverisnment,  compared  with  the 
opulence  to  which  their  political  and  natural  ad- 
vantages authorize  them  to  aspire. 

Remarks  of  this  kind  are  not  made  in  the  spirit 
of  complaint  It  is  for  the  nations,  whose  regu- 
lations are  alluded  to,  to  judge  for  themselves, 
whether  by  aiming  at  too  mucn.  they  do  not  lose 
more  than  they  ffam.  It  is  for  tne  United  States 
10  consider  by  wnht  means  they  can  render  them- 
selves least  dependent  on  the  combinations,  right 
or  wrong,  of  foreign  policy. 

It  is  no  small  consolation,  that  already  the  mea- 
lures  which  have  embarrassed  our  trade,  have 
accelerated  internal  improvements,  which  upon 
the  whole  have  bettered  our  affairs.  To  diversify 
and  extend  these  improvements,  is  the  surest  and 
safest  method  of  indemnifying  ourselves  for  any 
inconveniencies.  which  those  or  similar  measures 
have  a  tendency  to  beget  If  Europe  will  not 
take  from  us  the  products  of  our  soil,  upon  terms 
consistent  with  our  interest,  the  natural  remedy 
18  to  contract  as  last  as  possible  our  wants  of  her. 

S.  The  conversion  of  their  waste  into  cultivated 
lands  is  certainly  a  point  of  great  moment  in  the 

Silitical  cakulatioos  of  the  United  States.  But 
e  degree  in  which  this  nuiy  possibly  be  retarded 
by  the  encouragemoit  of  manufactories  does  not 
appear  to  countervail  the  poweHVil  inducements 
toaffiirding  that  encouragemoit. 

An  obeervatton  made  in  another  place  is  of  a 
mature  to  have  mat  influence  upott  this  question. 
If  it  cannot  he  taied  that  the  uitciests  even  of 


agriculture  may  be  advanced  more  by  having  soch 
of  the  lands  of  a  State  as  are  occupied  under  good 
cultivation,  than  by  haying  a  greater  quantity  oc- 
cupied under  a  much  inferior  cultivation,  and  if 
manufactories,  for  the  reasons  assigned,  must  be 
admitted  to  have  a  tendency  to  promote  a  more 
steady  and  vigorous  cultivation  cm  the  lands  occu- 
pied, than  would  happen  without  them^  it  will 
tollow  that  they  are  capable  of  indemnifying  a 
country  for  a  diminution  of  the  progress  of  new 
settlements ;  uid  may  serve  to  increase  both  the 
capital  value  and  the  income  of  its  land&  even 
though  they  should  abridge  the  number  of^  acres 
under  tillage. 

But  it  does  by  no  means  follow,  that  the  pro* 
gress  of  new  settlements  would  be  retarded  by  the 
extension  of  manufactures.  The  dedre  of  being 
an  independent  proprietor  of  land  is  founded  on 
such  strong  principles  in  the  human  breast,  that 
where  the  opportunity  of  becoming  so  is  as  great 
as  it  is  in  the  United  States,  the  proportion  will 
be  small  of  those,  whose  situations  would  other- 
wise lead  to  it,  wno  would  be  diverted  from  it  to- 
wards manufactures.  And  it  is  hi|ghly  probable, 
as  already  intimated,  that  the  accessions  of  forei^- 
ers,  who  originally  drawn  over  by  manufacturing^ 
views  would  afterwards  abandon  them  for  agrir 
cultural  would  be  more  than  an  equivalent  for 
those  of^  our  own  citizens,  who  might  happen  to 
be  detached  from  them. 

The  remaining  objections  to  a  particular  en- 
couragement of  manufactures  in  the  united  States 
now  require  to  be  examined. 

One  of  these  turn  on  the  proposition  that  in- 
dustry, if  left  to  itself,  will  naturally  find  its  way 
to  the  most  useful  and  profitable  employment: 
whence  it  is  inferred,  that  manu&ctures,  without 
the  aid  of  Qovemment,  will  grow  up  as  soon  and 
as  fast  as  the  natural  state  of  things  and  the  inter- 
est of  the  community  may  re(|uire. 

Affainst  the  solidity  of^  this  hypothesis,  in  the 
full  hdtude  of  the  terms,  very  cogent  reascms  may 
be  offered.  These  have  relation  to  the  strong  in- 
fluence of  habit  and  the  spirit  of  imitation,  the  fear 
of  want  of  success  in  untried  enterprises,  the  in- 
trinsic difficulties  incident  to  first  essays  towards 
a  competition  with  those  who  have  previously 
attained  to  perfection  in  the  business  to  be  attempt- 
ed, the  bounties,  premiumsL  and  other  artificial 
encouragements,  with  which  forei^  nati<ms  se- 
cond the  exertions  of  their  own  citizens  in  the 
branches  in  which  they  are  to  be  rivalled. 

Experience  teaches  tnat  men  are  often  so  much 
governed  by  what  they  are  accustomed  to  see  and 
practice,  that  the  simplest  and  most  obvious  im- 
provements, in  the  most  ordinary  occupations,  are 
adopted  wiui  hesitation,  reluctance,  and  by  slow 
gradations.  The  spontaneous  tranation  to  new 
pursuits,  in  a  community  long  habituated  to  dificr- 
ent  ones,  may  be  expected  to  be  attoided  with 
propc^onahly  greater  difficulty.  When  former 
occupations  ceased  to  yield  a  profit  annate  to  the 
snbsistQMe  of  their  followers,  or  when  there  wa* 
an  absolute  deficiency  of  employment  in  them^ 
owinff  to  the  superammdanc^  of  hands,  changes 
wouMenaae;  hot  theae  changes  wookl  be  liinf 
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to  be  more  tardy  than  might  consist  with  the  inte- 
rest either  of  individuals  or  of  the  society.  In  ma- 
ny cases  they  would  not  happen,  while  a  bare 
support  could  be  insured  by  an  adherence  to  an- 
cient courses ;  though  a  resort  to  a  more  profitable 
employment  might  be  practicable.  To  produce 
the  desirable  changes  as  early  as  may  w.  expe- 
dient, may  therefore  require  the  incitement  and 
patronage  of  Goremment. 

The  apprehension  of  failing  in  new  attempts  is 
perhaps  a  more  serious  impediment.  There  are 
dispositions  apt  to  be  attracted  by  the  mere  novel- 
tv  of  an  undertaking ;  but  these  are  not  always 
tnose  best  calculated  to  ffive  it  success.  To  this, 
it  is  of  importance  that  the  confidence  of  cautious, 
sagacious  capitalists,  both  citizens  and  foreigners, 
should  be  excited.  And  to  inspire  this  descrip- 
tion of  persons  with  confidence,  it  is  essential  that 
they  should  be  made  to  see  in  any  project,  which 
is  neWj  and  for  that  reason  alone,  if  for  no  other, 
precarious,  the  prospect  of  such  a  degree  of  coimt- 
enance  and  support  from  (government,  as  may  be 
capable  of  overcoming  the  obstacles,  inseparable 
from  first  experiments. 

The  superiority  antecedently  enioyed  by  na- 
tions, who  have  pre-occupied  and  perfected  a 
branch  of  industry,  constitutes  a  more  formidable 
obstacle  than  either  of  those  which  have  been 
mentioned,  to  the  introduction  of  the  same  branch 
into  a  country  in  which  it  did  not  before  exist. 
To  maintain,  between  the  recent  establishments 
of  one  country  and  the  long  matured  establish- 
ments of  another  country,  a  competition  upon 
equal  terms^  both  as  to  quality  and  price^  is  in 
most  cases  impracticable.  The  disparity  m  the 
one,  or  in  the  other,  or  in  both,  must  necessarilv 
be  so  considerable  as  to  forbid  a  successful  rival- 
ship,  without  the  extraordinary  aid  and  protection 
of  uovemment. 

But  the  greatest  obstacle  of  all  to  the  successful 
prosecution  of  a  new  branch  of  industry  in  a 
country  in  which  it  was  before  unknovm,  consists, 
as  far  as  the  instances  apply^  in  the  bounties,,pre- 
miums,  and  other  aids  which  are  ^[ranted,  m  a 
variety  of  cases,  b]^  the  nations  in  which  the  esta- 
blishments to  be  imitated  are  previously  intro- 
duced. It  is  well  known  (and  particular  exam- 
ples in  the  course  of  this  Report  will  be  cited)  that 
certain  nations  grant  bounties  on  the  exportation 
of  particular  commodities  to  enable  their  own 
workmen  to  undersell  and  supplant  all  competi- 
tors in  the  countries  to  which  those  commodities 
are  sent.  Hence  the  undertakers  of  a  new  manu- 
&cture  htfve  to  contend,  not  only  with  the  natural 
disadvantages  of  a  new  undertaking,  but  with  the 
gratuities  and  remunerations  which  other  €rovem- 
ments  bestow.  To  be  enabled  to  contend  with 
success,  it  is  evident  that  the  interference  and  aid 
of  their  own  Gknremment  are  indispensable. 

Combinations  by  those  engaged  in  a  particular 
branch  of  business  in  one  country,  to  frustrate  the 
first  efforts  to  introduce  it  into  another,  by  tempo- 
rary sacrifices,  recompensed  perhaps  by  extraor- 
dinary indemnifications  of  the  Government  of 
such  country,  are  believed  to  have  existed,  and 
are  not  to  be  regarded  as  destitute  of  probability. 


The  existence  or  assurance  of  aid  from  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  country  in  which  the  business  is 
to  be  introduced,  may  be  essential  to  fortify  ad- 
venturers against  the  dread  of  such  combinations, 
to  defeat  their  effects,  if  formed,  and  to  prevent 
their  being  formed,  by  demonstating  that  they 
must  in  the  end  prove  fruitless. 

Whatever  room  there  may  be  for  an  expecta- 
tion that  the  industry  of  a  people,  under  the  di- 
rection of  private  interest,  will  upon  equal  terms 
find  out  the  most  beneficial  employment  for  itself, 
there  is  none  for  a  reliance  that  it  will  struggle 
against  the  force  of  unequal  terms,  or  will  of  it^lf 
surmount  all  the  adventitious  barriers  to  a  suc- 
cessful competition,  which  may  have  been  erected 
either  by  the  advantages  naturally  acquired  from 
practice  and  previous  possession  of  the  ground,  or 
oy  those  which  may  have  sprung  from  positive 
r^ulations  and  an  artificial  policy.  This  general 
reflection  mi^ht  alone  suffice  as  an  answer  to  the 
objection  under  examination — exclusively  of  the 
weighty  considerations  which  have  been  particu- 
larly urged. 

The  objections  to  the  pursuit  of  manufactures 
in  the  United  States  which  next  present  them- 
selves to  discussion^  represent  an  impracticability 
of  success,  arising  from  three  causes :  scarcity  of 
hands,  deamess  of  labor,  want  of  capital. 

The  two  first  circumstances  are  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent real,  and,  within  due  limits,  ought  to  be  ad- 
mitted as  obstacles  to  the  success  of  manufac- 
turing enterprise  in  the  United  States.  But  there 
are  various  considerations  which  lessen  their  force, 
and  tend  to  afford  an  assurance  that  they  are  not 
sufficient  to  prevent  the  advantageous  prosecution 
of  many  very  useful  and  extensive  manufactories. 

With  regard  to  scarcity  of  hands,  the  fact  itself 
must  be  applied  with  no  small  qualification  to  cer- 
tain parts  of  the  United  States.  There  are  larjre 
districts,  which  may  be  considered  as  pretty  fuUy 
peopled ;  and  which,  notwithstanding  a  continiuu 
dram  for  distant  settlement,  are  thickly  inter- 
spersed with  flourishing  and  increasing  towns.  If 
these  districts  have  not  already  reached  the  point 
at  which  the  complaint  of  scarcity  of  hands  ceases, 
they  are  not  remote  from  it,  and  are  approaching 
fast  towards  it ;  and,  having  perhaps  fewer  attrac- 
tions to  agriculture  than  some  other  parts  of  the 
Union,  they  exhibit  a  proportionably  stronger  ten- 
dency towards  other  kmds  of  industry.  In  these 
districts  may  be  discerned  no  inconsiderable  ma- 
turity for  manufacturing  establishments. 

But  there  are  circumstances  which  have  been 
already  noticed  ¥nth  another  view,  that  materially 
diminish  every  where  the  effect  of  a  scarcity  of 
hands.  These  circumstances  are  the  ereat  use 
which  can  be  made  of  women  and  children  \  on 
which  point  a  very  prejgnant  and  instructive  fact 
has  been  mentioned ;  the  vast  extension  given  by 
late  improvements  to  the  employment  of  ma- 
chines, which,  substituting  the  agency  of  fire  and 
virater,  has  prodigiously  lessened  the  necessity  fcnr 
manual  labor  \  the  employment  of  persons  ordi- 
narily engaged  in  other  occupations  during  the 
seasons,  or  hours  of  leisure^  wnich,  besides  giving 
occasion  to  the  exertion  o\  a  greater  quantity  of 
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labor  by  the  same  aumber  of  persons,  and  thereby 
increasing  the  general  stock  of  labor,  as  has  been 
elsewhere  remarked,  may  also  be  taken  into  the 
calculation  as  a  resource  for  obyiating  the  scarcity 
of  hands ;  lastly,  the  attraction  of  foreign  emi- 
grants. Whoever  inspects  with  a  carefuTeye  the 
(Composition  of  our  towns,  will  be  made  sensible 
to  wnat  an  extent  this  resource  may  be  relied 
upon.  This  exhibits  a  large  proportion  of  inge- 
mous  and  valuable  workmen,  m  different  arts  and 
trades,  who  by  expatriatin^g  from  Europe  have 
improved  their  own  condition,  and  added  to  the 
industry  and  wealth  of  the  United  States.  It  is 
a  natural  inference,  from  the  experience  we  have 
already  had,  that,  as  soon  as  the  United  States 
shall  present  the  countenance  of  a  serious  prosecu- 
tion of  manufactures,  as  soon  as  foreign  artists 
shall  be  made  sensible  that  the  state  of  tmngs  here 
affords  a  moral  certainty  of  employment  and  en- 
couragement competent  numbers  of  European 
workmen  will  transplant  themselves,  effectually 
to  insure  the  success  of  the  design,  {low,  indeed, 
can  it  otherwise  happen,  considering  the  various 
and  powerful  inducements  which  tli^  situation  of 
this  country  offers;  addressing  themselves  to  so 
many  strong  passions  and  feelings,  to  so  many 
general  and  particular  interests  7 

It  may  be  affirmed,  therefore,  in  respect  to  hands 
for  carrying  on  manufactures,  that  we  shall  in  a 
great  measure  trade  upon  a  foreign  stock — reserv- 
ing our  own  for  the  cultivation  of  our  lands,  and 
the  manning  of  our  ships,  as  far  as  character  and 
circumstances  shall  incline.  It  is  not  unworthy 
of  remark,  that  the  objection  to  the  success  of 
manufactures,  deduced  from  the  scarcity  of  hands. 
is  alike  applicable  to  trade  and  navigation,  ana 
yet  these  are  perceived  to  flourish  without  any 
sensible  impeoiment  from  that  cause. 

As  to  the  dearness  of  labor,  (another  of  the  ob- 
stacles alleged,)  this  has  relation  principally  to 
two  circumstances  \  one,  that  which  has  been  just 
discussed,  or  the  scarcity  of  hands ;  the  other,  the 
greatness  of  profits. 

As  far  as  it  is  a  consequence  of  the  scarcity  of 
hands,  it  is  mitigated  by  all  the  considerations 
which  have  been  adduced  as  lessening  that  defi- 
ciency. It  is  certain,  too,  that  the  disparity  in 
this  respect,  between  some  of  the  most  manufac- 
turing parts  of  Europe  and  a  large  proportion  of 
the  United  States,  is  not  nearly  so  ereat  as  is  com- 
monly imagined.  It  is  also  much  less  in  regard 
to  artificers  and  manufacturers  than  in  regard  to 
country  laborers ;  and,  while  a  careful  comparison 
shows  that  there  is  in  this  particular  much  exag- 
geration, it  is  also  evident  that  the  effect  of  the 
degree  of  disparity  which  does  truly  exist,  is  di- 
minished in  proportion  to  the  use  which  can  be 
made  of  machinery. 

To  illustrate  this  last  idea,  let  it  be  supposed 
that  the  difference  of  price  in  two  countries,  of  a 

£'ven  quantity  of  manual  labor  requisite  to  the 
brication  of  a  given  article  is  as  ten,  and  that 
some  mechanic  power  is  introduced  into  both 
countries,  which,  performing  half  the  necessary 
labor,  leaves  only  half  to  be  done  by  hand,  it  is 
evidoit  that  the  difference  in  the  cost  of  the  fabri- 


cation of  the  article  in  question  in  the  two  coun- 
tries, as  far  as  it  is  connected  with  the  price  of 
labor,  will  be  reduced  from  ten  to  five,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  introduction  of  that  power. 

This  circumstance  is  worthy  of  the  most  parti- 
cular attention.  It  diminishes  immensely  one  of 
the  objections  most  strenuously  urged  against  the 
success  of  manufactures  in  the  United  States. 

To  procure  all  such  machines  as  are  known  in 
any  part  of  Europe,  can  only  require  a  proper  pro- 
vision and  due  pains.  The  knowledge  oi  several 
of  the  most  important  of  them  is  alrei^y  possessed. 
The  preparation  of  them  here  is,  in  most  cases, 
Dracticable  on  nearly  equal  terms.  As  far  as  thef 
oepend  on  water,  some  superiority  of  advantages 
may  be  claimed,  from  the  uncommon  variety  and 
greater  cheapness  of  situations  adapted  to  mill 
seats,  with  which  different  parts  of  the  United 
States  abound. 

So  far  as  the  dearness  of  labor  may  be  a  conse- 
quence of  the  greatness  of  profits  in  any  branch  of 
business,  it  is  no  obstacle  to  its  success.  The  un- 
dertaker can  afford  to  pay  the  price. 

There  are  grounds  to  conclude  that  undertakeES 
of  manufactures  in  this  country  can  at  this  time 
afford  to  pay  higher  wages  to  the  workmen  diey 
may  employ  than  are  paid  to  similar  workmen  in 
Europe.  The  prices  of  foreign  fabrics  in  the 
markets  of  the  United  States,  which  will  for  a 
long  time  regulate  the  prices  of  domestic  ones, 
may  be  considered  as  compounded  of  the  follow* 
ing  ingredients:  the  first  cost  of  materials,  in- 
cluding taxes,  if  any,  which  are  paid  upon  tnem 
where  they  are  made;  the  expense  ol  grounds, 
buildings,  machinery,  and  tools;  the  waees  of  the 
persons  employed  in  the  manufactory ;  the  profits 
on  the  capital  stock  so  employed ;  the  commis- 
sions of  agents  to  purchase  them  where  they  are 
made ;  the  expense  of  transportation  to  the  United 
States,  including  insurance  ajid  other  incidentid 
charges ;  the  taxes  or  duties,  if  any,  and  fees  of 
office  which  are  paid  on  their  exportation;  the 
taxes  or  duties,  and  fees  of  office,  which  are  paid 
on  their  importation. 

As  to  the  first  of  these  items,  the  cost  of  mate- 
rialsk  the  advantage,  upon  the  whole,  is  at  present 
on  the  side  of  the  United  States,  and  the  difference 
in  their  favor  must  increase  in  proportion  as  a 
certain  and  extensive  domestic  demand  shall  in- 
duce the  proprietors  of  land  to  devote  more  d* 
their  attention  to  the  production  of  those  materials. 
It  ought  not  to  escape  observation,  in  a  comparison 
on  this  point,  that  some  of  the  principal  manu- 
facturing countries  of  Europe  are  much  more  de- 
pendent on  foreign  supply  for  the  materials  of 
their  manufactures,  than  would  be  the  United 
States,  who  are  capable  of  supplying  themselves 
with  a  greater  abundance  as  well  as  a  greater  va- 
riety 01  the  requisite  materials. 

As  to  the  second  item,  the  expense  of  grounds, 
buildings,  machinery,  and  tools,  an  equality  M 
least  may  be  assumed ;  since  advantages  in  some 
particulaurs  will  counterbalance  temporary  disad- 
vantages in  others. 

As  to  the  third  iteuL  bt  the  article  of  wage^ 
the  comparison  certainly  turns  against  the  Unitea 
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States ;  thongli,  as  before  observed,  not  in  so  great 
a  depee  as  is  commoDly  supposed. 

The  fourth  item  is  alike  applicable  to  the  foreign 
and  to  the  domestic  manufacture.  It  is,  inde^, 
more  properly  a  result  than  a  particular  to  be 
compared. 

But,  with  respect  to  all  the  remaining  items, 
they  are  alone  applicable  to  the  foreign  maiiuifkc- 
ture^  and  in  the  strictest  sense  eltraordinarfes ; 
constituting  a  sum  of  extra  charge  on  the  foreign 
fabric,  which  cannot  be  estimateaat  less  than  from 
fifteen  to  thirty  per  cent,  on  the  cost  of  it  at  the 
manufactory. 

This  sum  of  extra  charge  may  confidently  be 
regarded  as  more  than  a  counterpoise  for  the  real 
difference  in  the  price  of  labor,  and  is  a  satis&cto- 
ry  proof  that  manufactures  may  prosper  in  defi- 
ance of  it  in  the  United  States. 

To  the  general  alle^tion,  connected  with  the 
circumstances  of  scarcity  of  hands  and  dearness  of 
labor,  that  extensive  manufactures  can  only  jzrow 
out  of  a  redundant  or  full  population,  it  wfll  be 
sufficient  to  answer,  generally,  that  the  £^ct  has 
been  otherwise :  that  the  situation  alleged  to  be 
an  assential  condition  of  success,  has  not  been  that 
of  several  nations,  at  ][>eriods  when  they  had 
already  attained  to  maturity  in  a  variety  of  manu- 
factures. 

The  supposed  want  of  capital  for  the  prosecu- 
tion of  manu^ctures  in  the  united  States,  is  the 
most  indefinite  of  ^e  objections  which  are  usually 
opposed  to  it.  It  is  very  difficult  to  pronounce 
anything  precise  concerning  the  real  extent  Of  the 
moneyed  capital  of  a  country,  and  still  more  con- 
cemii^  the  proportion  whicn  it  bears  to  the  ob- 
jects that  invite  the  employment  of  capital.  It  is 
not  less  difficult  to  pronounce  how  fkr  the  effect 
of  any  given  quantity  of  money^  as  capital,  or,  in 
other  words,  as  a  medium  for  circulating  the  in- 
dustry and  property  of  a  nation,  may  be  mcrea^ed 
by  the  very  circumstance  of  the  additional  motion 
which  is  given  to  it  by  new  objects  of  employ- 
ment. That  effect,  like  the  momentum  of  de- 
scending bodies,  may  not  improperly  be  represent- 
ed as  in  a  compound  ratio  to  mass  and  velocity. 
It  seems  pretty  certain,  that  a  ^ven  sum  of  money, 
in  a  situation  in  which  the  quick  impulses  of  com- 
mercial activity  were  little  Telt,  would  appear  in- 
adequate to  the  circulation  of  as  great  a  ijuantity 
of  industry  and  property^  as  in  one  in  which  their 
fhll  influence  was  expenen^ed. 

It  is  not  obvious,  wny  the  same  objection  might 
not  as  well  be  made  to  external  commerce  as  to 
manu&ctures,  since  it  is  manifest  that  our  immense 
tracts  of  land,  occupied  and  unoccupied^  are  capa- 
ble of  giving  employtient  to  more  capital  than  is 
actually  bestowed  tnnjn  them.  It  is  certain  that 
the  United  States  offer  a  vast  field  for  the  advan- 
tageous employment  of  capital,  but  it  does  not 
fbBow  that  there  Will  not  be  found,  in  one  way  or 
another,  a  sufficient  fund  for  the  succ^ssffiil  nrose- 
curion  of  any  species  of  In^stry  whioh  is  likely 
to  prove  truly  l^neficial. 

The  following  considerations  are  of  a  nature  to 
remove  all  inquietude  on  the  score  of  want  of  ckpi- 
t^.    The  introduction  ^^banks,  as  has  been  shown 


on  another  occasion,  has  a  powerf\i]  tendency  to 
extend  the  active  capital  of  a  country.  Ex^i^ri- 
ence  of  the  utility  of  these  institutions,  is  multiply- 
ing them  in  the  Uidted  States.  It  is  probable  that 
they  will  be  established  wherever  they  can  exist 
Witn  advantage ;  and  wherever  they  can  be  sun- 
ported,  if  administered  with  prudenee,  they  wm 
add  new  energies  to  all  pecuniary  operations. 
The  aid  of  foreign  capital  may  safely,  and  with 
considerable  latitude,  be  taken  into  calculation. 
Its  instrumentality  has  been  lon^experienced  in  Oat 
external  commerce ;  and  it  has  oegun  to  be  felt  in 
various  other  modes.  Not  only  our  own  funds,  but 
our  agriculture  and  odier  internal  improvements, 
have  neen  animated  by  it.  It  has  already,  in  a 
few  instances,  extended  even  to  our  manufac tores. 
It  is  a  well  known  fact,  that  there  are  parts  of 
.Europe  which  have  more  capital  than  profitable 
domestic  objects  of  employment.  Hence,  among 
other  proofs,  the  large  loans  continually  furnished 
to  foreign  States.  And  it  is  equafiy  certain  that 
the  capTted  of  other  parts  may  find  more  profit- 
able employment  in  the  United  States  than  at 
home.  Ana  notwithstanding  theife  are  weighty 
inducements  to  prefer  the  employment  of  capital 
at  home,  ev^  at  less  profit,  to  an  investment  of 
it  abroad,  though  with  greater  gain,  yet  these  in- 
ducements are  overruled,^ixaer  by  a  deficiency  of 
employment,  or  by  a  very  material  difference  in 
profit.  Both  these  causes  operate  to  produce  a 
thmsfer  of  foreign  capital  to  the  United  States. 
It  is  certain  that  various  objects  in  this  country 
hold  out  advantages  which  are  with  difficulty  to 
be  equalled  elsewnete;  and  under  the  increaisingly 
favorable  impressions  which  are  entertained  cnT 
our  Government,  die  attractions  will  become  intitt 
and  more  strong.  These  itipressions  Will  prove  a 
rich  mine  of  prosperity  to  the  country,  if  they  are 
confirmed  and  strengthened  by  the  progress  (^ 
our  affairs.  And  to  secure  this'kdvantage,  little 
more  is  necessary  than  to  foster  industry,  and  cul"* 
tivate  order  and  tranquility,  at  home  and  abroad. 

It  is  not  impossible  that  there  may  be  persons 
disposed  to  look  with  a  jealous  ey^  on  the  intro* 
duction  of  foreign  capital,  as  if  it  were  an  instrti^ 
ment  to  deprive  our  citizens  of  the  profits  of  otir 
own  industry  5  but.  perhaps,  there  never  cotild  be 
a  more  unreasonable  jealousy.  Instead  of  being 
viewed  as  a  rival,  h  ought  to  be  considered  as  a 
most  valuable  auxiliary,  conducing  to  put  in  mo^ 
tion  a  greater  quantity  of  productive  labor,  and  a 
greater  portion  of  useful  enterprise,  than  could 
exist  without  it.  It  is  at  least  evident,  that  in  a 
country  situated  like  the  United  States,  with  ^ 
infinite  fund  of  resources  vet  to  be  unfolded,  every 
fatthing  of  foreign  capital  which  is  laid  out  in  in- 
ternal ameliorations,  and  in  industrious  establish* 
ments  of  a  permanent  nature,  is  a  precious  ac^i^ 
sition.  And  whatever  be  the  objects  ^diich  origi- 
nally attract  foreign  capital,  when  once  introduced 
it  may  be  directed  toi;vards  any  purpose  of  bene- 
ficial exettion  which  is  de^ed.  And  to  detain  it 
aniong  us,  there  can  be  no  expedient  so  efifectual 
as  to  enlarge  the  8]^re  within  which  it  may  be 
use<\illy  employed:  though  introduced  merely  with 
views  to  specukitions  in  the  funds,  it  may  after* 


995 


APPENDIX. 


966 


Report  on  Mam^€u:turo8. 


wards  be  rendered  subserrient  to  the  interests  of 
agriculture,  commerce,  and  manufactures. 

But  the  attraction  of  foreign  capital  for  the  di- 
rect purpose  of  manufactures,  ought  not  to  be 
deemed  a  chimerical  expectation.  There  are  al- 
ready examples  of  it,  as  remarked  in  another  j)lace ', 
and  the  examples,  if  the  disposition  be  cultivated, 
can  hardly  fail  to  multiply.  There  are,  also,  in- 
stances of  another  kind,  which  serve  to  strengthen 
the  expectation;  enterprises  for  improving  the 
public  communications,  oy  cutting  canals,  opening 
the  obstructions  in  ri  vers,and  erecting  bridges,  have 
received  very  material  aid  from  the  same  source. 

When  the  mani:dracturin(^  capitalbt  of  Europe 
shall  advert  to  the  many  important  advantages 
which  have  been  intimated  in  the  course  of  this 
Report,  he  cannot  but  perceive  very  powerful  in- 
ducements to  a  transfer  of  himself  and  his  capi- 
tal to  the  United  States.  Among  the  reflections, 
which  a  most  interesting  peculiarity  of  situation 
is  calculated  to  suggest,  it  cannot  escape  his  ob- 
servation, as  a  circumstance  of  moment  in  the 
calculation,  that  the  progressive  population  and 
improvement  of  the  United  States,  msure  a  con- 
tinually increasing  domestic  demand  for  the  fa- 
brics which  he  shall  produce,  not  to  be  affected  by 
any  external  casualties  or  vicissitudes. 

But  while  there  ai%  circumstances  sufficiently 
strong  to  authorize  a  considerable  degree  of  reb- 
ance  on  the  aid  of  foreigp  capital,  towards  the  at- 
tainment of  the  object  in  view,  it  is  satisfactory 
to  have  good  grounds  of  assurance  that  there  are 
domestic  resources  of  themselves  adequate  to  it. 
It  happens  that  thore  is  a  species  of  capital, actually 
existins  within  the  United  States,  wnich  relieves 
from  afi  inquietude  on  the  score  of  want  of  capi- 
tal—this is  the  Funded  Debt. 

The  effect  of  a  Funded  Debt  as  a  species  of 
capital,  has  been  noticed  upon  a  former  occasion ; 
but  a  more  particular  elucidation  of  the  point 
seems  to  be  required  by  the  stress  which  is  here 
laid  upon  it :  this  shall  accordingly  be  attempted. 

Public  funds  answer  the  purpose  of  capital 
from  the  estimation  in  whicn  they  are  usually 
held  by  moneyed  men.  and  consequently  from  the 
ease  and  despatch  witn  which  they  can  be  turned 
into  money.  This  capacity  of  prompt  converti- 
bility into  money  causes  a  transKr  of  stock  to  be 
in  a  great  number  of  cases  equivalent  to  a  pay- 
ment in  coin ;  and  where  it  does  not  happen  to 
suit  the  party  who  is  to  receive,  to  accept  a  trans- 
fer of  stock,  the  party  who  is  to  pay  is  never  at  a 
loss  to  find  elsewhere  a  purchaser  of  his  stock, 
who  will  furnish  him  in  lieu  of  it  with  the  coin 
of  which  he  stands  in  need. 

Hence  in  a  sound  and  settled  state  of  the  public 
funds,  a  man  possessed  of  a  sum  in  them  can  em- 
brace any  scheme  of  business  which  offers  with 
as  much  confidence  as  if  he  were  possessed  of  an 
equal  sum  in  coin. 

This  operation  of  public  funds^as  capital,  is  too 
obvious  to  be  denied ;  but  it  is  objected  to  the  idea 
of  their  operating  as  an  augmentation  of  the  capi- 
tal of  the  community  that  they  serve  to  occasion 
the  destruction  of  some  other  capital  to  an  equal 
amount 


The  capital  which  alone  they  can  be  supposed 
to  destroy  must  consist  of  the  annual  revenue, 
which  is  applied  to  the  payment  of  intere&t  on 
the  Debt,  and  to  the  gradual  redemption  of  the 
principal.  The  amount  of  the  coin,  which  is 
employed  in  circulating  the  funds,  or,  m  other 
words,  in  effecting  the  different  alienations  which 
they  undergo. 

But  the  following  appears  to  be  the  true  and 
accurate  view  of  this  matter : 

1.  As  to  the  point  of  the  annual  revenue  requi- 
site for  the  payment  of  interest  and  redemption  of 
principal. 

As  a  determinate  proportion  will  tend  to  per- 
spicuity in  the  reasoning,  let  it  be  supposed  that 
the  annual  revenue  to  be  applied  correspondine 
with  the  modification  of  the  six  per  cent  stock 
of  the  United  States  is  in  the  ratio  of  eight  upon 
the  hundred ;  that  is,  in  the  first  instance,  six  on 
account  of  interest,  and  two  on  account  of  prin- 
cipal. 

Thus  far  it  is  evident  that  the  capital  destroyed 
to  the  capital  created  would  bear  noffreater  pro- 
portion than  eight  to  one  hundred.  There  would 
be  withdrawn  from  the  total  mass  of  other  capi- 
tals a  sum  of  eiffht  dollars  to  be  paid  to  the  public 
creditor,  while  ne  would  be  possessed  of  a  sum  of 
one  hundred  dollars,  ready  to  be  applied  to  anv 
purpose,  to  be  embarked  in  any  enterprise  whicn 
might  appear  to  him  eligible.  Here,  then,  the 
alimentation  of  capital,  or  the  excess  of  that 
which  is  produced  beyond  that  which  is  destroyed, 
is  equal  to  ninety-two  dollars. 

To  this  conclusion  it  may  be  objected,  that  the 
sum  of  eight  dollars  is  to  be  withdrawn  annually, 
until  the  whole  himdred  is  extinfi[ubhed ;  and  it 
mav  be  inferred  that  in  process  of  time  a  capital 
will  be  destroyed  equal  to  that  which  is  at  first 
created. 

But  it  is  nevertheless  true  that  during  the  whole 
of  the  interval  between  the  creation  of  the  capital  of 
one  hundred  dollars  and  its  reduction  to  a  sum 
not  greater  than  that  of  the  annual  revenue  ap- 
propriated to  its  redemption,  there  will  be  a  greater 
active  capital  in  existence  than  if  no  deot  had 
been  contracted.  The  sum  drawn  from  other  ca- 
pitals in  any  one  year  will  not  exceed  eight  dol- 
lars ;  but  there  will  be  at  every  instant  of  time 
during  the  whole  period  in  question  a  sum  cor- 
responding with  so  much  of  tne  principal  as  re- 
mams  unredeemed  in  the  hands  of  some  person 
or  other  employed,  or  ready  to  be  employed  in 
some  profitable  undertakinjgr.  There  will  therefore 
constandy  be  more  capital  m  capacity  to  be  employ- 
ed than  capital  taken  from  employment  The  excess 
for  the  first  year  has  been  stated  to  be  ninety-two 
dollars;  it  will  diminbh  yearly;  but  there  always  will 
be  an  excess  until  the  prmcipal  of  the  Debt  is  brojught 
to  a  level  with  the  redeeming  annuity ;  that  is,  in 
the  case  which  has  been  assumed  by  way  of  exam- 
ple, to  $8.  The  reality  of  this  exoessbecomes  palpa- 
ble, if  it  be  supposed,  as  often  happens,  that  the 
citizen  of  a  foreign  country  imports  into  the  Uni- 
ted States  f  100  ^r  die  purchase  of  an  equal  sum 
of  Public  Debt ;  here  is  an  absolute  augmentadoo 
of  the  mass  of  circulating  coin  to  the  extent  of 
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one  hundred  dollars.  At  the  end  of  a  year  the 
foreigner  is  presumed  to  draw  back  eight  dollars 
on  account  of  his  principal  and  interest,  but  he 
still  leaves  ninety-two  of  his  original  deposite  in 
circulation,  as  he  in  like  manner  leaves  eighty- 
four  at  the  end  of  the  second  year,  drawinffiMick 
then  also  the  annuity  of  eight  dollars ;  and  thus 
the  matter  proceeds;  the  capital  left  in  circulation 
diminishing  each  year,  and  comin^^  nearer  to  the 
level  of  the  annuity  drawn  back.  There,  are  how- 
ever some  differences  in  the  ultimate  operation  of  the 
part  of  the  Debt,  which  is  purchased  oy  foreigners, 
and  that  which  remains  m  the  hands  of  citizens. 
But  the  general  effect  in  each  case,  though  in  dif- 
ferent degrees,  is  to  add  to  the  active  capital  of 
the  country. 

Hitherto  the  reasonioff  has  proceeded  on  a  con- 
cession of  the  position,  uat  there  is  a  destruction 
of  some  other  capital  to  the  extent  of  the  annuity 
appropriated  to  tne  payment  of  the  interest  and 
the  redemption  of  the  principal  of  the  Debt ;  but 
in  this  too  much  has  been  conceded.  There  is  at 
most  a  temporary  transfer  of  some  other  capital, 
to  the  amount  of  the  annuity,  from  those  who  pay, 
to  the  creditor  who  receives ;  which  he  again  re- 
stores to  the  circulation  to  resume  the  offices  of  a 
capital.  This  he  does  either  immediately  by  em- 
ployiiu^  the  money  in  some  branch  of  industry,  or 
immediately  by  lending  ittosomeotherperson,  who 
does  so  employ  it,  or  oy  spending  it  on^  his  own 
maintenance.  In  either  supposition,  there  is  no 
destruction  of  capital ;  there  is  nothing  more  than 
a  suspension  of  its  motion  for  a  time ;  that  is, 
while  it  is  passing  from  the  hands  of  those  who 
pay  into  the  public  coffers  and  thence  through  the 

Eublic  creditor  into  some  other  channel  of  circu- 
ition.  When  the  payments  of  interest  are  peri- 
odical and  quick,  and  made  by  the  instrument- 
ality of  banks,  the  diversion  or  suspension  of 
capital  may  almost  be  denominated  momentary. 
Hence  the  deduction  on  this  account  is  far  less 
than  it  at  first  sight  appears  to  be. 

There  is  evidently,  as  far  as  regards  the  annuity, 
no  destruction  or  transfer  of  any  other  capital 
than  that  portion  of  the  income  of  each  indivi- 
dual, which  goes  to  make  up  the  annuity.  The 
land  which  furnishes  the  farmer  with  the  sum 
which  he  is  to  contribute  remains  the  same ;  and 
the  like  may  be  observed  of  other  capitals.  In- 
deed, as  far  as  the  ta^  which  is  the  object  of  con- 
tribution (as  frequently  happens  when  it  does  not 
oppress  by  its  weight)  may  have  been  a  motive 
to  greater  exertion  in  any  occupation;  it  may 
even  serve  to  increase  the  contributory  capital : 
this  idea  is  not  without  importance  in  the  general 
view  of  the  subject. 

It  remains  to  see  what  further  deduction  ought 
to  be  made  from  the  capital  which  is  created  by 
the  existence  of  the  Debt  on  account  of  the  coin 
which  is  employed  in  its  circulation.  This  is  sus- 
cei)tibie  of  much  less  precise  calculation  than  the 
article  which  has  been  just  discussed.  It  is  im- 
possible to  say  what  prc^rtion  of  coin  b  neces- 
sary to  carry  on  the  alienations  which  any  species 
of  property  usually  undergoes :  the  quantity,  in- 1 
deed,  varies,  accoroing  to  circumstances.  .But  it  | 


may  still,  without  hesitation^  be  pronounced,  from 
the  quickness  of  the  rotation,  or  rather  of  the 
transitions  that  the  medium  of  circulation,  always 
bears  but  a  small  proportion  to  the  amount  of  the 
property  circulated.  And  it  is  thence  satisfacto- 
rily deducible  that  the  coin  employed  in  the  ne- 
gn>tiations  of  the  funds,  and  whicn  serve  to  ffive 
them  activity  as  capital,  is  incomparably  less  man 
the  sum  of  tne  Debt  negotiated  for  the  purpose  of 
business. 

It  ought  not,  however,  to  be  omitted,  that  the 
negotiation  of  the  funds  becomes  itself  a  distinct 
business,  which  employs,  and  by  employing  di- 
verts a  portion  of  the  circulating  coin  from  other 
pursuits ;  but,  making  due  allovirance  for  this  cir- 
cumstance, there  is  no  reason  to  conclude  that 
the  effect  of  the  diversion  of  coin  in  the  whole 
operation  bears  any  considerable  proportion  to  the 
amount  of  the  capital  to  which  it  gives  activity. 
The  sum  of  the  Debt  in  circulation  is  continual^ 
at  the  command  of  any  useful  enterprise;  the  coin 
itself  which  circulates  it  is  never  more  than  mo- 
mentarily, suspended  frmn  its  ordinary  functions. 
It  experiences  an  incessant  and  rapid  flux  and  re- 
flux to  and  from  the  channels  of  industry  to  those 
of  speculations  in  the  funds. 

There  are  strong  circumstances  in  confirmation 
of  this  theory.  The  force  of  moneyed  capital  which 
has  been  displayed  in  Great  Britain,  and  the  height 
to  which  every  species  of  industry  has  grown  up 
under  it,  defy  a  solution  from  the  quantity  of  coin 
which  mat  Kingdom  has  ever  possessed.  Ac- 
cordingly it  has  Seen  coeval  with  its  Funding  Syi^ 
tem,  the  prevailing  opinion  of  the  men  oi  busi- 
ness, and  of  the  generality  of  the  most  sagacious 
theorists  of  that  country,  that  the  operation  of  the 

Jrablic  funds  as  capital  has  contributed  to  the  ef- 
iect  in  question.  Am<Mig  oursdves  appearances 
thus  far  flavor  the  same  conclusicm.  Industry  in 
general  seems  to  have  been  reanimated.  Tnere 
are  symptoms  indicating  an  extension  of  our  com- 
merce. Our  navi^tion  has  certainly  of  late  had 
a  considerable  spnne ;  and  there  appears  to  be  in 
many  parts  of  the  Union  a  command  of  capital, 
which,  till  lately,  since  the  Revolution  at  least, 
was  unknown.  But  it  is  at  the  same  time  to  be 
acknowledged  that  other  circumstances  have  con- 
curred, and  in  a  ^eat  decree,  in  producing  the 
present  state  of  thmgs,  and  that  the  appearances 
are  not  yet  sufficiency  decisive  to  be  entirely  re- 
lied upon. 

In  tne  question  under  discussion,  it  is  import- 
ant to  distmguish  between  an  absolute  increase  of 
capital,  or  an  accession  of  real  wealth  and  an  arti- 
ficial increase  of  capital,  as  an  engine  of  business 
or  as  an  instrument  of  industry  and  commerce. 
In  the  first  sense,  a  Funded  Debt  has  no  preten- 
sions to  being  deemed  an  increase  of  capital ;  in 
the  last,  it  hus  pretensions  which  are  not  easy  to 
be  controverted.  Of  a  similar  nature  is  bank  cre- 
dit, and,  in  an  inferior  degree,  every  species  of 
private  credit. 

But  though  a  Funded  Debt  is  not  in  the  first 
instance  an  absolute  increase  of  capital  or  an  aug- 
menUtion  of  real  w^th,  yet  by  servine  as  a  new 
power  in  the  operations  ot  industry,  it  has,  within 
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eemdn  booiuls,  a  tendency  to  iaeinease  the  ttal 
wealth  of  a  eommunitT;  in  like  manner  as  money 
borrowed  by  a  thrifty  rarmer,  to  be  laid  out  in  the 
impmvemeiit  of  his  farm  may,  in  the  end,  add  to 
hk  stock  of  real  riches. 

There  are  respectable  indiridaals  who^  from  a 
just  aTersion  to  an  accumulation  of  Public  Debt, 
are  unwilling  to  concede  to  it  any  kind  of  utility, 
^0  can  discern  no  good  to  alleviate  the  ill  with 
which  they  su]^pose  it  pregnant,  who  cannot  be 
persuaded  that  it  ought  m  any  sense  to  be  viewed 
as  an  increase  of  capital,  lest  it  should  be  inferred 
that  the  more  debt  the  more  capital-^the  greater 
the  burdens  the  greater  the  blessings  of  the  com- 
mtinity. 

But  it  interests  the  public  councils  to  estimate 
every  object  as  it  truly  is,  to  appreciate  how  far 
die  good  in  any  measure  is  compensated  by  the 
ill,  or  the  ill  by  the  good ;  either  of  them  is  sel- 
dom unmixed. 

Neither  will  it  follow  that  an  accumulation  of 
Debt  is  desirable,  because  a  certain  deffree  of  it 

r'ates  as  capital.  There  may  be  a  plethom  in 
political  as  in  the  natural  booy ;  there  may  be  a 
state  of  things  in  which  any  such  artificial  capital 
is  unnecessary.  The  Debt,  too,  may  be  swelled 
to  seieh  a  size  as  that  the  greatest  part  of  it  may 
oease  to  be  usefbl  as  a  capital,  serving  only  to 
pamiper  the  dissipation  of  idle  and  dissoKite  indi- 
viduals ;  as  that  the  sums  reqtiired  to  pay  the  in- 
terest upon  it  may  become  oppressive,  ana  beyond 
the  means  which  a  Obremment  can  employ  con- 
silently  with  its  tranquility  to  raise  them ;  ais 
that  the  resources  of  taxation  to  foce  the  Debt 
may  lave  been  stmined  too  fiir  to  adtnit  of  exten- 
si«Mis  adequate  to  exigencies  which  regard  the 
pi^Hc  safety. 

Where  tnis  critical  poittt  is.  cannot  be  pro- 
nounced ;  but  it  is  impossibk  to  believe  that  there 
is  not  such  a  point. 

And  aa  the  vicissitudes  of  natiiMis  beget  a  per- 
p«;tual  tendency  to  the  accumulation  of  Debt, 
there  ought  to  be  in  every  Qovemment  a  per- 
petual, anxious,  ao^  unceasing  effort  to  reduce 
that,  which  at  any  time  exists,  as  hst  as  shall  be 
m«u:^icable,  consistently  with  integrity  and  good 

Reasonings  on  a  subject  comprehending  ideas 
so  abstract  and  complex,  so  Httle  reducible  to  pre- 
cise calculation  as  those  Which  enter  into  the 
question  just  discussed,  are  always  attended  with 
a  danger  of  running  into  fallacies ;  due  allowante 
ought  therefore  to  be  made  fbr  this  possibility. 
But.  as  far  as  the  nature  of  the  trnbject  admits  of 
it,  there  appears  to  be  Bati«fhetory  ground  for  a 
belief  that  the  ptiblic  ferads  operate  as  a  resource 
of' capital  to  the  citi^ns  of  the  United  States, 
aftd  ir  the^'are  a  resource  at  all,  it  is  an  extensive 
one. 

Tb  all  tiie  argwnenu  which  are  brought  to 
e¥inee  thte  httpracticabttity  of  success  in  manu- 
facturing establishments  in  the  United  States,  it 
oaaght  have  been  a  sufficient  answer  to  have  re- 
ferred to  the  experience  of  what  has  been  aheuly 
done.  It  is  certain  that  several  important  branches 
havegrown  vpaofdtimRs^ed  with  araj^dity  which 


surprises^  affording  an  encouraging  assurance  of 
success  m  future  attempts ;  of  these  it  may  not 
be  improper  to  enumerate  the  most  considerable : 

I.  Of  skins.  Tanned  and  tawed  leather,  dressed 
skins,  shoes,  boots,  and  slippers ;  harness  and  sad- 
dlery of  all  kinds ;  portmanteaus  and  trunks;  lea- 
ther breeches,  gloves,  muffs,  and  tippets ;  parch- 
ment and  glue. 

n.  Of  iron.  Bar  and  sheet  iron,  steel,  nail  rods, 
and  nails;  implements  of  husbandry ;  stoves,  pots 
and  other  household  utensils ;  the  steel  and  iron 
work  of  carriages  and  (or  ship  building ;  anchors^ 
scale  beams  and  wei^ts,  and  various  tools  of 
artificers;  arms  of  different  kinds:  thou^  the 
manufacture  of  these  last  has  of  late  diminished 
for  want  of  demand. 

III.  Of  wood.  Ships,  cabinet  wares,  and  turne- 
ry ;  wool  and  cotton  cards,  and  other  machinery 
for  manufkctures  and  husbandry;  mathematicid 
instruments ;  coopers'  wares  of  every  kind. 

IV.  Of  fiax  and  hemp.  Gables,  saildoth,  cord- 
age, twine,  and  packthread. 

Y.  BricKs  and  coarse  tiles,  and  potters'  wares. 

VI.  Ardent  spirits  and  malt  liquors. 

VII.  Writing  and  printing  pap^r,  sheathing  and 
wrapping  paper,  pasteboards,  foilers  or  presspapers, 
papemangings. 

VIII.  Hats  of  Air  and  wool  and  of  mixtures  of 
both.  Women's  stuff  and  silk  shoes. 

IX.  Refined  sugars. 

X.  Oib  of  animals  and  seeds;  soap,  spermaceti 
and  tallow  candies. 

XI.  Copper  and  brass  wares,  particularly  uten- 
sils for  distillers,  sugar  refiners, and  brewers;  andi- 
rons and  other  articles  for  ht>tisehold  use ;  philo- 
sophical aj^ratus. 

XII.  Tm  wares  for  most  purposes  of  ordinary 
use. 

XIII.  Carriages  of  all  kinds. 

XIV.  Snufi)  chewing  and  smoking  tobacco. 

XV.  Starch  and  hairpowder. 

XVI.  Lampblack,  ana  other  painters' colors. 

XVII.  Gunpowder. 

Besides  manufactories  of  these  articles,  which 
are  carried  on  as  regular  trades,  and  have  attained 
to  a  considerate  decree  of  maturity,  there  is  a  vast 
scene  of  household  manufacturing,  which  con- 
tributes more  largely  to  the  supply  of  the  commu- 
nity than  could  be  imagined  wiuiout  havinff  made 
it  an  object  of  particular  inquiry.  This  observa- 
tion is  the  pleasing  result  <m  the  investigation  to 
which  the  subject  of  this  Report  has  led,  and  is  ap- 
plicable as  well  to  Uie  Soutnem  as  to  the  Bliddie 
and  Northern  States.  Great  quantities  of  coarse 
cloths,  coatings^  serges,  and  fianneb,  linsey-wo^^ 
seys.  hosiery  of  wool,  cotton,  and  thread,  coarse 
flistians,  jeans  and  muslins,  checked  and  striped 
cotton  and  linen  ^oods,  bedticks,  coverlets  and 
counterpanes,  tow  linens,  coarse  shirting,  sheet- 
ings, toweling  and  table  linen,  and  various  mix- 
tures of  wool  and  cotton,  and  of  cotton  and  flax, 
are  made  in  the  housdiold  way,  and,  in  many  in- 
stances, to  an  extent  not  only  sufficient  for  the 
sup^y  of  the  families  m  which  they  are  made, 
but  for  sale,  and  even  in  some  cases  for  exporta- 
tion,   it  is  computed,  in  a  number  of  districts,  that 
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two-thirds,  three-fourths,  and  even  four-fifths  of 
all  the  clothing  of  the  inhabitants  are  made  by 
themselves.  The  importance  of  so  great  a  pro- 
gress as  appears  to  have  been  made  in  family  ma- 
nufactures, within  a  few  years,  both  in  a  moral 
and  political  view,  renders  the  fact  highly  inte- 
resting. 

Neither  does  the  above  enumeration  compre- 
hend all  the  articles  that  are  manufactured  as 
regular  trades.  Many  others  occur,  which  are 
equally  well  established,  but  which  not  being  of 
equal  importance  have  been  omitted.  And  there 
are  many  attempts^  still  in  their  infancy,  which, 
thouffh  attended  with  very  favorable  appearances, 
could  not  have  been  pro{)erly  comprised  in  an 
enumeration  of  manufactories  already  established. 
There  are  other  articles,  also,  of  great  importance, 
which,  though,  strictly  speaking,  manufactures, 
are  omitted,  as  being  immediately  connected  with 
husbandry — such  are  flour,  pot  and  pearl  ash,  pitch, 
tar,  turpentine^  and  the  like. 

There  remains  to  be  noticed  an  objection  to  the 
enoouragement  of  manufactures,  of  a  nature  dif- 
ferent from  those  which  question  the  probability 
of  success.  This  is  derived  from  its  supposed  ten- 
dency to  give  a  monopoly  of  advantages  to  par- 
ticular cla^s,  at  the  expense  of  the  rest  of  the 
conununity,  who^  it  is  affirmed^  would  be  able  to 
procure  the  requisite  supplies  ot  manufactured  ar- 
ticles on  better  terms  from  foreigners  than  from 
our  own  <iitizens,  and  who^  it  is  alleged,  are  re- 
duced to  a  necessity  of  paying  an  enhanced  price 
for  whatever  they  want  by  every  measure  which 
obstructs  the  free  competition  or  foreign  commo- 
dities. 

It  is  not  an  unreasonable  supposition  that  mea- 
sures which  serve  to  abridge  the  free  competition 
of  foreign  articles  have  a  tendency  to  occasion  an 
enhancement  of  prices^  and  it  is  not  to  be  denied 
that  such  is  the  effect  in  a  number  of  cases;  but 
the  fact  doe3  not  uniformly  correspond  with  the 
theory.  A  reduction  of  prices  has,  in  several  in- 
stances, immediately  succeeded  the  establishment 
of  a  domestic  manufacture.  Whether  it  be  that 
foreign  manufacturers  endeavor  to  supplant  by  un- 
dersdling  our  own,  or  whatever  else  be  the  cause, 
the  effect  has  been  such  as  is  stated,  and  the  re- 
verse of  what  might  have  been  exi>ected. 

But  though  it  were  true  that  the  immediate  and 
certain  effect  of  regulations  controllinj^  the  com- 
petition of  fcHreign  with  domestic  fabrics  was  an 
mcrease  of  price,  it  is  universally  true  that  the 
contrary  is  the  ultimate  effect  whh  every  succes»- 
M  manufacture.  When  a  domestic  manufacture 
has  attained  to  perfection,  and  has  engaged  in  the 
prosecution  of  it  a  competent  number  of  persons. 
It  invariably  becomes  cneaper.  Bein^^  free  from 
the  heavy  charges  which  attend  the  importation 
of  foreign  commodities,  it  can  beafibrded,and  ac- 
cordingly seldom  or  never  fails  to  be  sold  cheaper, 
in  process  of  time,  than  was  the  foreign  article  for 
which  it  is  a  substitute.  The  internal  competi- 
tion which  takes  place  soon  does  away  every  thing 
like  monopoly,  and  by  degrees  reduces  the  price 
of  the  article  to  the  minimum  of  a  reasonable  pro- 
fit on  the  capital  employed.  This  accords  with 
Sd  Con— 33 


the  reason  of  the  thin^  and  with  experience. 
Whence  it  follows,  that  it  is  the  interest  c^  the 
community,  with  a  view  to  eventual  and  perma- 
nent economy,  to  encourage  the  growth  of  manu^ 
factures.  In  a  national  view,  a  temporary  en- 
hancement of  price  must  always  be  well  compen- 
sated by  a  permanent  deduction  of  it. 

It  is  a  reflection  which  may  with  propriety  be 
indulg:ed  here,  that  this  eventual  diminution  o( 
the  prices  of  manufactured  articles,  which  i$  the 
result  of  internal  manufacturing  establishments, 
has  a  direct  and  very  important  tendency  to  bene- 
fit agriculture.  It  enables  the  farmer  to  procure 
with  a  smaller  quantity  of  his  labor  the  manufac- 
tured produce  of  which  he  stands  in  need,  and 
consequently  increases  the  value  of  his  income  and 
property. 

The  objections  which  are  commonly  made  to 
the  expediency  of  encouraging  and  to  the  proba- 
bility of  succeeding  in  manutacturins:  pursuits  in 
the  United  States,  liaving  now  been  discussed,  the 
considerations  which  have  appeared  in  the  course 
of  the  discussion,  recommending  that  species  of 
industry  to  the  patronage  of  the  Government,  will 
be  materially  stren^hened  by  a  few  general  and 
some  particular  topics,  which  have  been  naturally 
reserved  for  subsequent  notice. 

1,.  There  seems  to  be  a  moral  certainty  that  the 
trade  of  a  country  which  is  both  manufkcturing 
and  agricultural  will  be  more  lucrative  and  pros- 
perous than  that  of  a  country  which  is  merely  ag- 
ricultural. One  reason  for  this  is  found  in  that 
general  effort  of  nations  (which  has  been  already 
mentioned)  to  procure  from  their  own  soils  the 
articles  of  prime  necessity  requisite  to  their  own 
consumption  and  use,  and  which  serves  to  render 
their  demand  for  a  foreign  supply  of  such  articles 
in  aff  reat  degree  occasional  and  contingent.  Hence, 
while  the  necessities  of  nations  exclusively  devot- 
ed to  agriculture  for  the  fabrics  of  manufacturing 
States  are  constant  and  regular,  the  wants  of  the 
latter  for  the  products  of  the  former  are  liable  to 
very  considefable  fluctuations  and  interruptions. 
The  great  inequalities  resulting  from  difference  of 
seasons  have  been  elsewhere  remarked.  This  uni- 
formity^ of  demand  on  the  one  side,  and  unsteadi- 
ness ot  it  on  the  other,  must  necessarily  have  a 
tendency  to  cause  the  eeneral  course  ot  the  ex- 
change of  commodities  between  the  parties  to  turn 
to  the  disadvantage  of  the  merely  a^icultural 
States.  Peculiarity  of  situation,  a  climate  and 
soil  adapted  to  the  prpduction  of  peculiar  commo- 
-dities,  n^ty  sometimes  contradict  the  rule;  but 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  it  will  be 
found  in  the  main  a  just  one. 

Another  circumstance  which  sives  a  superiori- 
ty of  commercial  advantages  to  States  that  manu- 
facture as  well  as  cultivate,  consists  in  the  more 
numerous  attractions  which  a  more  diversified 
market  offers  to  foreign  customers,  and  in  the 
greater  scope  which  it  affords  to  mercantile  enter- 
prise. It  is  a  position  of  indisputable  truth  in  com- 
merce, depending,  too,  on  very  obvious  reasons, 
that  the  greatest  resort  will  ever  be  to  those  marts 
where  ccMnmodities.  while  equally  abundant,  are 
most  various.    E^cn  difference  of^  kind  holds  out 
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an  additional  inducement :  and  it  is  a  position  not 
less  clear,  that  the  field  of  enterprise  must  be  en- 
larged to  the  merchants  of  a  country  In  proportion 
to  the  yariety^  as  well  as  the  abundance  of  com- 
modities which  they  find  at  home  for  exportation 
to  foreign  markets. 

A  third  circumstance,  perhaps  not  inferior  to 
either  of  the  other  two,  conferring  the  superiority 
which  has  been  stated,  has  relation  to  the,  stagna- 
tions of  demand  for  certain  commodities  whicn  at 
some  time  or  other  interfere  more  or  less  with  the 
sale  of  all.  The  nation  which  can  bring  to  mar- 
ket but  few  articles  is  likely  to  be  more  quickly 
and  sensibly  afiected  by  such  stagnations  than  one 
which  is  always  possessed  of  a  great  variety  of 
commodities.  Tne  former  frequently  finds  too 
great  a  portion  of  its  stock  of  materials  for  sale  or 
exchange  lyin^  on  hand,  or  is  obliged  to  make 
injurious  sacrifices  to  supply  its  wants  of  foreign 
articles,  which  are  numerous  and  urgent  in  pro- 
portion to  the  smallness  of  the  number  of  its  own. 
The  latter  commonly  finds  itself  indemnified  by 
the  high  prices  of  some  articles  for  the  low  prices 
of  others  ^  and  the  prompt  and  advantageous  sale 
of  those  articles  which  are  in  demand  enables  its 
merchants  the  better  to  wait  fora  favorable  change 
in  respect  to  those  which  are  not.  There  is  ground 
to  believe  that  a  difierence  of  situation  in  this  par- 
ticular has  immensely  difierent  efiects  upon  the 
wealth  and  prosperity  of  nations. 

From  these  circumstances,  collectively,  two  im- 
portant inferences  are  to  be  drawn — one,  that  there 
IS  always  a  higher  probability  of  a  favorable  ba- 
lance or  trade  m  regard  to  countries  in  which  ma- 
nufactures, founded  on  the  basis  of  a  thriving  api- 
culture, flourish,  than  in  regard  to  those  which 
are  confined  wholly  or  almost  wholly  to  agricul- 
ture ;  the  other  (which  is  also  a  consequence  of 
the  first)  that  countries  of  the  former  description 
are  likely  to  possess  more  pecuniary  wealth,  or 
money,  than  tnose  of  the  latter. 

Facts  appear  to  correspond  with  this  conclusion. 
The  importations  of  manufactured  supplies  seem 
invariably  to  drain  the  merely  aj|[ricultural  people 
of  their  wealth.  Let  the  situation  of  the  manu- 
facturing countries  of  Europe  be  compared  in  this 
particular  with  that  of  countries  which  only  cul- 
tivate, and  the  disparity  will  be  striking.  Other 
causes,  it  is  true,  nelp  to  account  for  this  disparity 
between  some  of  them,  and,  among  these  causes, 
the  relative  state  of  agricidture;  but,  between 
others  of  them,  the  most  prominent  circumstance 
ei  dissimilitude  arises  from  the  comparative  state 
of  manufactures.  In  corroboration  of  the  same 
idea,  it  ought  not  to  escape  remark,  that  the  West 
India  lalanids,  the  soils  or  which  are  the  most  fer- 
tile, and  the  nation  which  in  the  greatest  degree 
supplies  the  rest  of  the  world  with  precious  me- 
tals, exchange  to  a  loss  with  almost  every  other 
country.  &  far  as  experience  at  home  may  guide, 
it  will  lead  to  the  same  conclusion.  Previous  to 
the  Revolution,  the  quantity  of  coin  possessed  by 
the  Ckilonies  which  now  compose  the  United 
States  appeared  to  be  inadequate  to  their  circula- 
tion, and  their  debt  to  Great  Britain  was  progress- 
ive.   SiacQ  the  Revolution,  the  States  m  which 


manufactures  have  most  increased  have  recovered 
safest  from  the  ii^uries  of  the  late  war,  and  abound 
most  in  pecuniary  resources. 

It  ought  to  be  admitted,  however,  in  this,  as  in 
the  preceding  case,  that  causes  irrelative  to  the 
state  of  manufactures,  account,  in  a  degree,  for 
the  phenomena  remarked.    Tne  contintud  pro- 
gress of  new  settlements  has  a  natural  tendency 
to  occasion  an  unfavorable  balance  of  trade,  thou^n 
it  indemnifies  for  the  inconvenience  by  that  in- 
crease of  the  national  capital  which  flows  fron 
the  conversion  of  waste  into  improved  lands ;  and 
the  difierent  d^ees  of  external  commerce  which 
are  carried  on  by  the  difierent  States  may  make 
material  difierenoes  in  the  comparative  state  dT 
their  wealth.    The  first  circumstance  has  refer* 
ence  to  the  deficiency  of  coin  and  the  increase  of 
debt  previous  to  the  Revolution ;  the  last  to  the 
advantages  which  the  most  manufacturing  States 
appear  to  have  enjoyed  over  the  others  since  the  ter- 
mination of  the  late  war.    But  the  uniform  appear- 
ance of  an  abundan<^  of  specie,  as  the  concomitant 
of  a  flourishing  state  of  manufactures,  and  <^the  re- 
verse, where  they  do  not  prevail,  anbrd  a  strong 
presumption  of  their  favorable  operation  upon  the 
wealth  of  a  country.    Not  only  the  wealth,  but 
the  independence  and  security  of  a  country,  ap- 
pear to  be  materially  connected  with  the  pro»- 
perity  of  manufactures.    Every  nation^  with  a 
view  to  those  g[reat  obiects,  ought  to  endeavor  to 
possess  within  itself  all  the  essentiab  of  national 
suroly.    These  comprise  the  means  of  subsistenee, 
haoitation,  clothing,  and  defence.    The  possession 
of  these  is  necessary  to  the  perfection  ot  the  body 
politic,  to  the  safety  as  well  as  to  the  welfare  of 
the  society.    The  want  of  either  is  the  want  of 
an  important  organ  of  political  life  and  moticm ; 
and  in  the  various  crises  which  await  a  State  it 
must  severely  feel  the  effects  of  such  deficiency. 
The  extreme  embarrassments  of  the  United  States 
during  the  late  war  from  an  incapacity  of  supply- 
ing tl^mselves,  are  still  matter  of  keen  reoolleo<» 
tion.    A  future  war  might  be  expected  again  to 
exemplify  the  mischiefs  and  dangers  of  a  situa- 
tion to  which  that  incapacity  is  stiU  in  too  great 
a  degree  applicable,  unless  chansed  by  timely  and 
vigorous  exertions.    To  effect  mis  change^  as  hat 
as  shall  be  prudent,  merits  all  the  attention  and 
all  the  zeal  of  our  public  councils.    It  is  the  next 
ffreat  work  to  be  accomplished.    The  want  of  a 
Navy  to  protect  our  external  commerce,  as  long 
as  it  shall  continue,  must  render  it  a  peculiarly 
precarious  reliance  for  the  supply  of  essential  ar- 
ticles, and  must  serve  to  strengthen  prodigiously 
the  arguments  in  favor  of  manu&ctures. 

To  these  general  considerations  are  added  some 
of  a  more  particular  nature.  Out  distance  from 
Europe,  the  great  fountain  of  manufactured  sup- 
ply, subjects  us,  in  the  existing  state  of  tlungs.  to 
inconvenience  and  loss  in  two  ways.  The  bolkt- 
ness  of  those  commodities  which  are  the  chief 
productions  of  the  soil,  necessarily  imposes  very 
heavy  changes  on  their  transportation  to  distant 
markets.  These  charges,  in  the  cases  in  whiek 
the  nations  to  whom  our  products  are  sent,  maift- 
tain  a  conpetition  in  the  supply  of  their  own  mar- 
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kets,  principftUy  fall  upon*  us,  and  form  materia^ 
deduetioiLs  from  the  primitive  value  of  the  arti- 
cles famished.  The  charges  on  manufacrored 
supplies  brought  from  Europe  are  greatly  enhanc- 
ed by  the  same  circumstance  of  distance.  These 
charges,  again,  in  the  cases  in  which  our  own  in- 
dustry mamtains  no  competition  in  our  own  mar- 
kets, also  principally  fall  upon  us,  and  are  an  ad- 
ditional cause  of  extraordinary  deduction  from 
the  primitive  value  of  our  own  products,  these 
being  the  materials  of  exchange  for  the  foreign 
fubrics  which  we  ecmsume. 

The  equality  and  moderation  of  individual  pro- 
perty, and  the  growing  settlements  of  new  dis- 
tricts, occasion,  m  this  country,  an  unusual  demand 
for  coarse  manufactures — the  charges  of  which, 
being  greater  in  proportion  to  their  greater  bulk, 
augment  the  disadvantage  which  has  been  just 
described. 

As  in  most  countries,  domestic  supplies  main* 
taift  a  very  considerable  competition  with  such 
foreign  mroductions  of  the  soil  as  are  imported  for 
sale.  It  the  extensive  establishment  of  manafec- 
tories  in  the  United  States  does  not  create  a  simi- 
lar competition  in  respect  to  manufactured  arti^ 
oles;  it  a^^)ears  to  be  clearly  deducible,  fh)m  the 
considerations  which  have  been  mentioned,  that 
they  must  sustain  a  double  loss  in  th^ir  exchanges 
with  foreign  nations,  strongly  condioeive  to  an  un- 
ftivorable  balance  <^trade^  and  very  prejudicial  to 
their  interests.  These  disadvanti^es  press  with 
no  small  weight  on  the  landed  interest  of  the 
country.  In  seasons  of  peace^  they  cause  a  seri- 
ous deduction  from  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  soil.  In  the  time  of  a  war,  which 
should  either  involve  ourselves  or  another  nation 
possessing  a  considerable  share  of  our  carrying 
trade,  the  charges  on  the  transportation  of  our 
commodities,  bulky  as  most  of  them  are,  could 
hardly  fail  (b  prove  a  grievous  burden  to  the  firm- 
er, wnile  obliged  to  dej^nd  in  so  great  a  degree  as 
he  now  does,  u^wn  foreign  markets  fpr  the  vent  of 
the  surplus  of  his  labor.  As  iar  as  the  prositority 
of  the  nsheries  of  the  United  States  is  impeded  by 
the  want  of  an  adequate  market,  there  arises 
another  special  reason  for  desiring  the  extension 
of  manunictures.  Besides  the  fish,  which,  in  many 
places,  would  be  likely  to  make  a  part  of  the  sub- 
sistence of  the  persons  employed,  it  is  known  that 
the  oils,  bones,  and  skins,  of  marine*  animals  are 
of  extensive  use  in  various  manufactures.  Hence 
the  prospect  of  an  additional  demand  for  the  pro- 
duce of  the  fisheries. 

One  more  point  of  view  only  remains^  in  which 
to  consider  the  expediency  of  encouraging  manu- 
factures  in  the  United  States.  It  is  not  uncom- 
mon to  meet  with  an  opinion,  that  though  the  pro- 
motine  of  manufactures  may  be  the  interest  of  a 
part  of  the  Union,  it  is  contrary  to  that  of  another 
part.  The  Northern  and  Southern  regions  are 
som^mes  represented  as  having  adverse  interests 
in  this  respect.  Those  are  called  manufacturing, 
these  a^icultural  States,  and  a  species  of  opposi- 
tion is  imagined  to  subsist  between  the  manuikc- 
turin^  and  agricultural  interests.  This  idea  of  an 
oppositioa  between  those  two  interests  is  the  com- 


mon error  of  the  early  neriods  of  every  countrf: 
but  experience  gradually  dissipates  it.  Indeed^ 
they  are  perceived  so  often  to  succor  and  to  be^* 
friend  eacn  other,  that  they  come  at  length  to  be 
considered  as  one — a  supposition  which  has  bees 
frequently  abused,  and  is  not  universally  true. 
Particular  encouragements  of  particular  manufiic^ 
tures  may  be  of  a  nature  to  sacrifice  the  interests 
of  landhcftders  to  those  of  manufacturers;  but  it  is 
nevertheless  a  maxim  well  established  by  experi* 
ence.  and  generally  acknowledged  where  there 
has  oeen  Efficient  experience,  that  the  ^  Bfme* 
gate"  prosperity  of  manufactures,  and  the  ^Sap^ 
gregate"  prosperity  of  agriculture  are  intimateW' 
connected.  In  the  course  of  the  discussion  which 
has  had  place,  various  weighty  considerations  have 
been  adduced,  operating  in  support  of  that  maxim. 
Perhaps  the  superior  steadiness  of  the  demand  of 
a  domestic  market  for  the  surplus  produce  of  the 
soil,  is  alone  a  convincing  argument  of  its  truth* 

Ideas  of  a  contrariety  of  interests  between  the 
Northern  and  Southern  regions  of  the  Union,  are, 
in  the  main^  as  unfounded  as  they  are  mischievous. 
The  diversity  of  circumstances  on  which  such 
contrariety  is  usually  predicated,  authorizes  a  di- 
rectly contrary  conclusion.  Mutual  wants  con- 
stitute one  of  tne  strongest  links  of  political  con- 
nexion, and  the  extent  of  these  bears  a  natumt: 
proportion  to  the  diversity  in  the  means  of  mutual 
supply.  Suggestions  of  an  ofiposite  complexion 
are  ever  to  be  deplored,  as  unfriendly  to  the  steady 
pursuit  of  one  great  common  cause,  and  to  the 
perfect  harmony  of  all  the  parts. 

In  proportion  as  the  mind  is  accustomed  to  trace 
the  intimate  connexion  of  interest  which  subsists 
between  all  the  parts  of  a  society,  united  under 
the  same  Government,  the  infinite  variety  of  chan^ 
nels  which  serve  to  circulate  the  prosperity  of 
each  to  and  through  the  rest,  in  that  proportion  it 
wiU  be  little  apt  to  be  disturned  by  solicitudes  and 
apprehensions  which  originate  in  local  discrimi^ 
nations.  It  is  a  truth  as  important  as  it  is  agreea- 
ble, and  one  to  whic4i  it  is  not  easy  to  ima|nne 
exceptions,  that  everything  tending  to  establish 
substantial  and  permanent  order  in  the  affnirs  of  a 
country,  to  increase  the  total  mass  of  industry  and 
opulence,  b  ultimately  beneficial  to  every  part  of 
it.  On  the  credit  of  this  great  truth,  an  acquies- 
cence may  safely  be  acccnrded,  from  every  quat^' 
ter,  to  all  institutions  and  arrangements  which 
promise  a  confirmation  of  public  order,  and  an 
augmentation  of  national  resource. 

But  there  are  more  particular  considerations, 
which  serve  to  fortify  the  idea  that  the  encourage- 
ment of  manufkctures  is  the  interest  of  all  parts  of 
the  Union.  If'  the  Northern  and  Middle  States 
should  be  the  principal  scenes  of  such  establish-' 
ments,  they  would  immediately  benefit  the  more 
Southern,  by  creating  a  demand  for  productions, 
some  of  which  they  have  in  common  with  the 
other  States,  and  others  of  which  are  either  pecu- 
liar to  them,  or  more  abundant,  or  of  better  quality 
than  elsewhere.  These  productions,  principally, 
are  timber,  flax,  hemp,  cotton,  wool,  raw  silk,  in- 
digo, iron,  lead,  furs,  hidesj  skins,  and  coals.  Of 
these  articles,  cotton  and  mdigo  are  peculiar  to 
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Che  Southern  States,  as  are  hitherto  lead  and  coal. 
Flax  and  hemp  are,  or  may  be  raised  in  greater 
abundance  there,  than  in  the  more  Northern  States ; 
and  the  wool  or  Virginia  is  said  to  be  of  better 
quality  than  that  of  any  other  State — a  circum- 
stance rendered  the  more  probable  by  the  reflec- 
tion that  Virginia  embraces  the  same  latitudes 
with  the  finest  wool  countries  of  Europe.  The 
climate  of  the  South  is  also  better  adapted  to  the 
production  of  silk.  The  extensive  cultivation  of 
cotton  can  perhaps  hardly  be  expected,  but  from 
the  previous  establishment  of  domestic  manufac- 
tories of  the  article ;  and  the  surest  encouragement 
and  vent  for  the  others,  would  result  from  similar 
establishments  in  respect  to  them. 

If,  then,  it  satisfactorily  appears,  that  it  is  the 
interest  of  the  United  States,  generally,  to  encou- 
fage  manufactures,  it  merits  particular  attention, 
that  there  are  circumstances  which  render  the 
present  a  critical  moment  for  entering  with  zeal 
upon  the  important  business.  The  effort  cannot 
fail  to  be  materially  seconded  by  a  considerable 
and  increasing  influx  of  money,  in  consequence  of 
foreign  specumtions  in  the  funds,  and  by  the  disor- 
ders which  exist  in  different  parts  of  Europe. 

The  first  circumstance  not  only  facilitates  the 
execution  of  manufacturing  enterprises,  but  it  in- 
dicates them  as  a  necessary  mean  to  turn  the  thing 
itself  to  advantage,  and  to  prevent  its  being  event- 
ually an  evil.    U  useful  employment  be  not  found 
for  the  money  of  forei«;ners  brought  to  the  country 
to  be  invested  in  purcnases  of  the  Public  Debt,  it 
will  quickly  be  re-exported  to  defray  the  expense 
of  an  extraordinary  consumption  of  forei^  luxu- 
ries; and  distressing  drains  of  our  specie  may 
hereafter  be  experienced  to  pay  the  interest,  and 
redeem  the  principal  of  the  purchased  Debt.  This 
useful  employment,  too,  ought  to  be  of  a  nature  to 
produce  solid  and  permanent  improvements.    If 
the  money  merely  serves  to  ^ve  a  temporary 
spring  to  roreign  commerce,  as  it  cannot  procure 
new  and  lasting  outlets  for  the  products  of  the 
country^  there  will  be  no  real  or  durable  advan- 
tage ^ned.    As  far  as  it  shall  find  its  way  in 
agricultural  ameliorations,  in  opening  canals,  and 
in  similar  improvements,  it  will  be  productive  of 
substantial  utility.    But  there  is  reason  to  doubt 
whether,  in  such  channels,  it  is  likely  to  find  suf- 
ficient employment,  and  still  more  whether  many 
of  those  who  possess  it,  would  be  as  readily  at- 
tracted to  objects  of  this  nature,  as  manufacturing 
pursuits,  which    bear   greater  analogy  to  those 
to  whicn  they  are  accustomed,  and  to  the  spirit 
generated  by  them.    To  open  tne  one  field  as  well 
as  the  other,  will  at  least  secure  a  better  prospect 
of  useful  employment,  for  whatever  accession  of 
money  there  has  been  or  may  be. 

There  is  at  the  present  juncture  a  certain  fo- 
mentation of  mind,  a  certain  activity  of  specula- 
tion and  enterprise,  which,  if  properly  directed, 
may  be  made  subservient  to  useful  purposes,  but 
which,  if  left  entirely  to  itself,  may  be  attended 
with  pernicious  effects. 

The  disturbed  state  of  Europe  inclining  its  citi- 
zens to  emigration,  the  requisite  workmen  will  be 
more  easily  acquired  than  at  another  time ;  and 


the  effect  of  multiplying  the  opportunities  of  em- 
ployment to  those  who  emigrate,  may  be  an  in- 
crease of  the  number  and  extent  of  valuable  ac- 
qubitions  to  the  population,  arts,  and  industry  of 
the  country.  To  find  pleasure  in  the  calamities  of 
other  nations,  would  be  criminal ;  but  to  benefit 
ourselves,  by  opening  an  asylum  to  those  who 
suffer  in  consequence  of  them,  is  as  justifiable  as 
it  is  politic. 

A  full  view  having  now  been  taken  of  the  in- 
ducements to  the  promotion  of  manufactures  in 
the  United  States^  accompanied  with  an  examina- 
tion of  the  principal  objections  which  are  com- 
monly urged  in  opposition,  it  is  proper,  in  the  next 
place,  to  consider  the  means  by  which  it  m^y  be 
effected,  as  introductory  to  a  specification  of  the 
objects  which,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  ap- 
pear the  most  fit  to  be  encouraged,  and  of  the  par- 
ticular measures  which  it  may  be  advisable  to 
adopt,  in  respect  to  each. 

In  order  to  a  better  judgment  of  the  means  pro- 
per to  be  resorted  to  by  the  United  States,  it  will 
be  of  use  to  advert  to  those  which  have  been  em- 
ployed with  success  in  other  countries*  The 
principal  of  these  are — 

I.  Protecting  duties,  or  duties  on  those  foreign 
articles  which  are  the  rivals  of  the  domestic  ones 
intended  to  be  encouraged.  Duties  of  this  nature 
evidently  amount  to  a  virtual  bounty  on  the  do- 
mestic fabrics,  since,  by  enhancing  the  charges  on 
foreign  articles,  they  enable  the  national  manu- 
facturers to  unders^  all  their  foreign  competitors. 
The  propriety  of  this  species  of  encouragement 
need  not  be  dwelt  upon,  as  it  is  not  only  a  dear 
result  from  the  numerous  topics  which  have  been 
suggested,  but  is  sanctioned  by  the  laws  of  the 
Umted  States,  in  a  varietur  of  instances.  It  has 
the  additional  recommendation  of  being  a  resource 
of  revenue.  Indeed,  all  the  duties  imposed  on  im- 
ported articles,  though  with  an  excludve  view  to 
revenue,  have  the  dSect  in  contemplation,  and, 
except  where  they  fall  on  raw  materials,  wear  a 
beneficent  aspect  towards  the  manufactures  of  the 
country. 

II.  Prohibitions  of  rival  articles,  or  duties  equi- 
valent to  prohibitions.  This  is  another  and  an 
efi&cacious  mean  of  encouraging  national  manu- 
factures, but  in  general  it  is  only  fit  to  be  employed 
when  a  manufacture  has  made  such  a  progress, 
and  is  in  so  many  hands  as  to  insure  a  due  com- 
petition, and  an  ade<|uate  supply  on  reasonable 
terms.  Of  duties  eqmvalent  to  prohibitions,  there 
are  examples  in  the  laws  of  the  IJnited  States,  and 
there  are  other  cases  to  which  the  principle  may 
be  advantageously  extended,  but  they  are  not  nu- 
merous. Considering  a  monopoly  of  the  domes- 
tic market  to  its  own  manufacturers  as  the  reign- 
ing policy  of  manufacturing  nations,  a  similar  po- 
licy on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  in  every 


their  own  citizens  a  reciprocity  of  advantage. 

III.  Prohibitions  of  the  exjwrtation  of  the  ma- 
terials of  manufactures.  The  desire  of  securing 
a  cheap  and  plentiful  supply  fcMr  the  national  work- 
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men,  aad,  -wiiere  the  article  is  either  peculiar  to 
4he  country,  or  of  peculiar  quality  there,  the  jea^ 
Jousy  of  enabling  foreign  workmen  to  rival  those 
of  the  nation,  with  its  own  materials,  are  the  lead- 
ing motives  to  this  species  of  regulation.  It  ought 
not  to  be  a&med,  that  it  is  in  no  instance  proper ; 
but  it  is  certainly  one  which  ought  to  be  adopted 
with  great  circumspection,  and  only  in  very  plain 
-eases.  It  is  seen  at  once,  that  its  immediate  ope- 
ration is,  to  abridge  the  demand,  and  keep  down 
4he  price  of  the  produce  of  some  other  branch  of 
industrjr — genenuly  speaking,  of  agriculture — to 
the  prejudice  of  those  who  carry  it  on;  and  though, 
if  it  be  really  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  any 
Tjery  important  national  manufacture,  it  may  hap- 
j>en  that  those  who  are  injured  in  the  first  in* 
stance  may  be  eyentually  indemnified  by  the  su- 

Serior  steadiness  of  an  extensive  domestic  market 
ei>ending  on  that  prosperity;  yet,  in  a  matter  in 
which  there  is  so  much  room  for  nice  and  diffi- 
»cult  combinations,  in  which  such  opposite  consi- 
derations combat  each  other,  prudence  seems  to 
dictate  that  the  expedient  in  question  ought  to  be 
indulged  with  a  sparing  hand. 

IV.  Pecuniary  bounties.  This  has  been  found 
one  of  the  most  efficacious  means  of  encouraging 
manufactures,  and  it  is  in  some  views  the  best. 
Though  it  has  not  yet  been  practised  upon  by  the 
QoTernment  of  the  United  States^  (unless  the  al- 
lowance on  the  exportation  of  dried  and  pickled 
fish  tod  salted  meat  could  be  considered  as  a 
bounty,)  and  though  it  is  less  favored  by  public 
opinion  than  some  other  modes.  Its  advantages 
are  these: 

First.  It  is  a  species  of  encouragement  more 
positiye  and  direct  than  any  other,  and  for  that 
very  reason,  has  a  more  immediate  tendency  to 
stimulate  and  uphold  new  enterprises,  increasing 
the  chances  of  profit,  and  diminishing  the  risks  of 
ioss  in  the  first  attempts. 

Second.  It  avoids  the  inconvenience  of  a  tem^ 
porary  augmentation  of  price,  which  is  incident 
to  some  omer  modes,  or  it  produces  it  to  a  leb 
degree,  either  by  making  no  audition  to  the  charges 
on^the  rival  foreign  article,  as  in  the  case  of  pro- 
tecting duties,  or  by  making  a  smaller  addition. 
The  first  happens  when  the  fund  for  the  bounty  is 
derived  from  a  difi*erent  object,  which  may  or  may 
not  increase  the  price  of  some  other  article,  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  of  that  object ;  the  second, 
when  the  fund  is  derived  from  the  same  or  a  simi- 
lar object  of  foreign  manufacture.  One  per  cent, 
duty  on  the  foreign  article  converted  into  a  bountv 
on  the  domestic,  will  have  an  equal  effect  witn 
a  dutv  of  two  per  cent.,  exclusive  of  such  bounty ; 
and  tne  price  of  the  forei^  commodity  is  liable  to 
be  raised  in  the  one  case  m  the  proportion  of  one 
per  cent. :  in  the  other,  in  that  of  two  per  cent. 
Indeed,  the  bounty,  when  drawn  from,  another 
source,  is  calculated  to  promote  a  redacticm  of 
price ;  because^  without  laying  any  new  charge  on 
the  foreij^TQ  article,  it  serves  to  introduce  a  eompe- 
.tition  with  it,  and  to  increase  the  total  quantity  of 
the  article  in  the  market. 

Third.  Bounties  have  not,  like  hig^h  protecting 
^duties,  a  tendency  to  produce  scarcity.    An  in* 


crease  of  price  is  not  always  the  immediate  (though 
where  the  progress  of  a  domestic  manufacture 
does  not  counteract  a  rise,  it  is  commonly  the  ulti- 
mate) effect  of  an  additional  duty.  In  the  inter- 
val between  the  laying  of  the  duty  and  a  propor- 
tional increase  of  price,  it  may  discourage  importa- 
tion, bv  interfering  with  the  profits  to  be  expected 
from  the  sale  of  the  article. 

Fourth.  Bounties  are  sometimes  not  only  the 
best,  but  the  only  proper  expedient,  for  uniting  the 
encouragement  of  a  new  object  of  agriculture  with 
that  of  a  new  object  of  manufacture.  It  is  the 
interest  of  the  farmer  to  have  the  production  of 
the  raw  material  promoted,  by  counteracting  the 
interference  of  the  foreign  material  of  the  same 
kind.  It  is  the  interest  of  the  manufacturer  to 
have  the  material  abundant  and  cheap.  If.  prior 
to  the  domestic  production  of  the  material  m  suf- 
ficient quantity  to  supply  the  manufacturer  on 
good  terms,  a  duty  be  laid  upon  the  importation 
of  it  from  abroad,  with  a  new  to  promote  the 
raising  of  it  at  home,  the  interest  both  of  the  farmer 
and  manufacturer  will  be  disserved,  by  either  de- 
stroying the  requisite  supply,  or  raising  the  price 
of  tne  article  beyond  what  can  be  afforded  to  be 
ffiven  for  it  by  the  conductor  of  an  infant  mani>- 
facture,  it  ia  abandoned  or  fails ;  and,  there  being 
no  domestic  manufactories  to  create  a  demand  for 
the  raw  material  which  b  raised  by  the  farmer,  it 
is  in  vain  that  the  competition  of  the  like  foreign 
article  may  have  been  destroyed. 

It  cannot  escape  notice,  tnat  a  duty  upon  the 
importation  of  an  article  can  no  otherwise  aid  the 
domestic  production  of  it,  than  by  giving  the  latter 

greater  advantages  in  the  home  market.  It  can 
ave  no  influence  upon  the  advantageous  sale  of 
the  article  produced,  in  forei^  markets-— no  ten- 
dency, therefore,  to  promote  its  exportation. 

The  true  way  to  conciliate  these  two  interests 
is,  to  lay  a  duty  on  foreign  manufactures  of  the 
material  the  growth  of  which  is  desired  to  be  en- 
couraged, and  to  apply  the  produce  of  that  duty 
by  way  of  bounty,  either  upo^  the  production  of 
the  material  itself,  or  upon  its  manufacture  at 
home,  or  upon  both.  In  this  disposition  of  the 
thing,  the  manufacturer  commences  his  enter- 
prise under  every  advanti^e  which  is  attainable, 
as  to  quantity  or  price  of  the  raw  material.  And 
the  farmer,  if  the  bounty  be  immediately  to  him, 
is  enabled  by  it  to  enter  into  a  successful  compe- 
tition with  tne  foreign  material ;  if  the  bounty  be 
to  the  manufacturer  on  so  much  of  the  domestie 
material  as  he  consumes,  the  operation  is  nearly 
the  same :  he  has  a  motive  of  interest  to  prefer  the 
domestic  commodity,  if  of  equal  quality,  even  at 
a  higher  price  than  the  foreign,  so  long  as  the  dif- 
ference of  price  is  anything  short  of  the  bounty 
which  is  allowed  upon  the  article. 

Except  the  simple  and  ordinary  kinds  of  house- 
hold manufacture,  or  those  for  which  there  arcf 
very  commanding  local  advanti^ges.  pecuniary 
bounties  are  in  most  cases  indispensable  to  the  in- 
troduction of  a  new  branch.  A  stimulus  and  a 
support  not  less  powerAil  and  direct  is,  ffenerallf 
speaking,  essential  to  the  overcoming  of  the  ob- 
stacles whidv  arise  from  the  competitions  of  siipe- 
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rior  sUU  fai4  maturity  elsewhece.  Bounties  are 
e^eeiaUy  essential,  in  regard  to  articles  upon 
which  those  foreigners  who  have  been  accustomed 
to  supply  a  country,  are  in  the  practice  of  grant- 
inffthem. 

The  continuance  of  bounties  on  manufactures 
long  established,  must  almost  always  be  of  ques- 
tionable policy;  oecause  a  presumption  would  arise 
in  eyery  such  case,  that  there  were  natural  and  in- 
herent impediments  to  success.  But  in  new  un- 
dertakings, they  are  as  justifiable  as  they  are  of- 
tentimes necessary.  There  is  a  degree  of  preju- 
dice against  bounties  from  an  appearance  m  gnr-^ 
ing  away  the  public  money,  without  an  immedi- 
ate consideration,  and  from  a8Uiq[>ositiaiithatthey 
serve  to  enrich  particular  classes  at  the  expense  of 
the  community.  But  neither  of  these  sources  of 
didUke  will  bear  serious  examination.  There  is 
no  purpose  to  which  public  money  can  be  more 
beiieficiaUy  applied,  than  to  the  acquisition  of  a 
new  and  useful  branch  of  industry-^no  considera- 
tion more  yaluahle  than  a  permanent  addition  to 
the  general  stock  of  productire  labor. 

As  to  the  second  source  of  objection,  it  equally 
Ues  against  the  other  modes  oi  encouragement 
which  are  admitted  to  be  eligiUe.  As  often  as 
a  duty  upon  a  Ibceign  article  makes  an  addition 
to  its  price,  it  cauaes  an  extra  expense  to  the  com- 
muniiy,  for  the  benefit  of  the  domestic  manufac- 
tarer.  A  bounty  does  no  more.  But  it  is  the  in- 
terest of  the  society,  in  each  case,  to  submit  to  a 
lemporajry  expense,  which  is  more  than  compen- 
sated by  an  increase  of  industry  and  wealth,  by  an 
aui^eotation  of  resources  and  independence,  and 
by  the  circumstance  of  eventual  cheapness,  which 
has  been  noticed  in  anoCher  place. 

It  would  dcoerve  attention,  however,  in  the  em- 
nloyment  of  tlus  species  of  encouragement  in  the 
iJmted  States,  as  a  reason  for  moderating  the  de- 
cree of  it  in  the  instances  in  which  it  might  be 
deemed  edigiUe,  that  the  great  distance  of  this 
country  from  Europe  imposes  very  heavy  charges 
on  all  the  fabrics  -v^ich  are  brou^t  from  thence, 
amounting  from  15  to  30  per  cent,  on  then  value, 
according  to  their  bulk. 

A  question  has  been  made  conceminf  the  ocn- 
stittttiooal  rig^  of  the  Qovemment  of  the  United 
8taites  to  ap^  this  species  of  encouragement,  but 
there  is  certamly  no  good  foundation  for  such  a 
question.  The  National  Legislature  has  express 
anthocity  "  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts^ 
and  excises^  to  pay  the  debts,  and  provide  for  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfare,"  with  no 
atber  qualifications  than  that  ^'  all  duties,  imposts, 
and  excises,  shall  be  uniform  throughout  the  Unit- 
ad  States;"  that  no  capitation  or  other  direct  tox 
shall  be  laid  imless  in  proportion  to  numbers  as- 
certained by  a  census  or  enumeration,  taken  on 
the  principles  prescribed  in  the  Constitution^  and 
thai  '^  no  tax  or  duty  shall  be  laid  on  articles  ex- 
ported from  any  State." 

These  thr^e  qualifications  excepted,  the  power 
IP  raise  money  is  plenary  and  indefinite;  and  the 
qjbtjeets  to  which  it  naay  oe  impropriated  are  no  JLess 
comprehensive,  than  the  payment  of  the  public 
dilrts,  and  the  providing  for  the  common  defence 


and  general  welfare.  The  term«  "eeneral  wd- 
fare"  were  doubtless  intended  to  signify  more  than 
was  expressed  or  imported  in  those  which  preced- 
ed; otherwise,  numerous  exigencies,  incident  to 
the  affairs  of  a  nation,  would  nave  been  left  with- 
out a  provision.  The  phrase  is  as  comprehensive 
as  any  that  could  have  been  used ;  because  it  was 
not  fit  that  the  constitudonal  authority  dt  the 
Union  to  appropriate  its  revenues,  should  have 
been  restricted  within  nairower  limits  than  ti^ 
"general  welfiure;"  and  because  this  necessarily 
embraces  a  vast  variety  of  particulars,  which  are 
susceptibleneither  of  specification  nor  of  definition. 
It  is  ^erefone,  of  necessity,  left  to  the  discretion 
of  the  Naticmal  Legislature  to  pronounce  ^W^l 
the  objects  which  concern  the  ^^eiieml  weUare, 
and  for  which,  under  that  description,  an  i^^mfo* 
priation  of  money  is  requisite  and  proper ;  and 
there  seems  to  be  no  room  for  a  doubt  that  what- 
ever concerns  the  general  interests  of  learning,  of 
agriculture,  of  manufactmies,  and  of  commeroe, 
are  widiin  the  sphere  of  the  National  Councils,  aa 
far  as  regards  an  uipUcation  of  money. 

The  only  qualination  of  the  genendity  of  the 
phrase  in  question,  which  seems  to  be  admissible, 
IS  this :  That  the  object  to  which  an  amiropriatioii 
oi  money  is  to  be  nuule,  be  general,  ana  not  local; 
its  operation  extending,  in  ntet  or  by  possibility, 
throi^hout  the  Union,  and  not  bemg  confined  to 
a  mirticular  spot 

Mo  objection  ought  to  arise  to  this  construction 
Irom  a  supposition  that  it  would  imply  a  power  to 
do  whatever  ebe  should  appeal  to  Congress  eon* 
ducive  to  the  general  welfare.  A  power  to  appro- 
priate Bftoney  with  this  latitude,  wmch  is  granted, 
too,  in  express  terms,  would  not  carry  a  power  to 
do  any  otner  thing,  not  authorized  in  the  Consti* 
tution,  either  expreitsly  or  by  fair  implication. 

V.  Premiums. 

^  These  are  of  a  nature  alhed  to  bounties,  though 
distinguishable  from  them  in  some  important 
features. 

Bounties  are  applicable  to  the  whole  quantity 
of  an  article  produced,  or  manufactured^  or  ex- 
ported, and  involve  a  correspondent  expense.  Pv^ 
miums  serve  to  reward  some  particuliu  excellence 
or  siqieriority,  some  extraordinarv  exertion  or  ^dll, 
and  are  dispensed  only  in  a  small  number  of  cases. 
But  their  effect  is  to  stimulate  general  effort :  con- 
trived so  as  to  be  both  honorary  and  lucrative,  they 
address  themselves  to  different  passicms,  touching 
the  chords  as  well  of  emulation  as  interest.  They 
are  accordingly  a  very  economical  mean  of  ex- 
citing the  enterprise  or  a  whole  comtMmity. 

There  are  vauous  societies  in  different  countries, 
whose  object  is  the  dispensation  of  preminms  for 
the  encouragement  of  agric  nlture,  arts,  manufac- 
tures, and  commerce ;  and  though-  they  are,  for 
the  most  part,  voluntary  associations,  with  eom* 
paratively  slender  lim^,  their  utility  has  been 
immense.  Much  has  been  done  by  this  mean  in 
Great  Britain.  Scotland,  in  particular,  owes  ma> 
terially  to  it  a  prodigious  amelioration  or  condition. 
From  a  similar  establishment  in  the  United  States, 
supjdied  and  supported  by  the  Goveroment  of  the 
Union,  vast  benents  might  reasonably  beexpeoted. 
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Soxoe  fuither  ideas  on  this  head,  thall  aocordingiy 
be  submitted,  in  the  conclusion  of  this  Report. 

VI.  The  exemption  of  the  materials  of  manu- 
factures from  duty. 

The  policy  of  that  exemption  as  a  general  rule, 
particularly  m  reference  to  new  establishments,  is 
obvious.  It  can  hardly  ever  be  advisable  to.  add 
the  obstructions  of  fiscal  burdens  to  the  difficulties 
which  naturally  embarrass  a  new  manufacture; 
and  where  it  is  matured,  and  in  condition  to  be- 
come an  obiect  of  revenue,  it  is,  generally  speak- 
ing, better  that  the  fabric^  than  the  material,  should 
be  the  subject  of  taxation.  Ideas  of  proportion 
between  the  quanttun  of  the  tax  and  the  value  of 
the  artiiile,  can  be  more  easily  adjusted  in  the 
former  than  in  the  latter  case.  An  argument  for 
exemptions  of  this  kind  in  the  United  States,  is  to 
be  derived  from  the  practice,  as  far  as  their  neces- 
sities have  pennittea,  of  those  nations  whom  we 
are  to  meet  as  competitors,  in  our  own  and  in  fo- 
rekpi  markets. 

There  are,  however,  exceptions  to  it  j  of  which 
some  examples  wiU  be  ^iven  under  the  next 
head. 

The  laws  of  the  Union  afibrd  instane^  of  the 
observance  of  the  polieT  here  recommended,  but 
it  will  probably  be  ibund  advisaMe  to  extend  it  to 
simie  other  cases.  Of  a  nature  bearing  some  affi- 
nity to  that  policy  is  the  regulation  which  exempts 
from  dtity  the  tools  and  implements,  as  well  as  the 
books,  clothes,  and  household  furhittire,  of  foreign 
artists,  who  come  to  reside  in  the  Ul^ited  States  \ 
an  advantage  already  secured  to  them  by  the  laws 
of  the  Union,  and  wnich  it  is,  in  every  view,  pro- 
per to  continue. 

VII.  Drawbacks  of  the  duties  which  are  im- 
posed on  the  materials  of  manufactures. 

It  has  already  been  observed,  as  a  general  rule, 
that  duties  on  those  mateorialB  ousht,  with  certain 
exceptiiMifl,  to  be  forborne.  Of  raese  exceptions, 
three  cases  occur,  whieh  may  serve  ^  examples: 
One,  where  the  material  is  itself  an  object  of  gene- 
nd  or  extensive  consumption,  and  a  fit  and  pro- 
ductive source  of  revenue.  Another,  where  a 
manufacture  of  a  simpler  kind,  the  competition  of 
which  with  a  like  domestic  article  is  desired  to  be 
restrained,  partakes  of  the  nature  of  a  raw  materi- 
al, from  being  capable,  by  a  further  process,  to  be 
converted  into  a  manufacture  of  a  mfierent  kind, 
the  introduction  or  growth  of  which  is  desired  to 
be  encouraged.  A  uiird,  where  the  material  itself 
is  a  production  of  the  country,  and  in  sufficient 
abundance  to  furnish  a  cheap  and  plentiful  supply 
to  the  national  manufacturers. 

Under  the  first  description  comes  the  article  of 
molasses.  It  is  not  only  a  fair  object  of  revenue, 
but  beinff  a  sweet,  it  is  just  that  the  consumers  ol 
it  should  pay  a  duty  as  well  as  the  consumers  of 
sugar. 

Cottons  and  linen,  in  their  white  state,  fall  un- 
der the  second  description^  a  duty  upon  such  as 
are  imported  is  proper,  to  promote  the  domestic 
manufacture  of  similar  articles  in  the  same  state ; 
a  drawback  of  that  duty  is  proper,  to  encourage 
the  printing  aod  staining  at  Lome  of  those  which 
ar.e  brought  from  abroad.    When  the  first  of  these 


manufactures  has  attained  sufficient  maturity  in  a 
country  to  furnish  a  full  supply  for  the  second,  the 
utility  of  the  drawback  ceases. 

The  artiple  of  hemp,  either  now  does,  or  may 
be  expected  soon  to  exemplify  the  third  case^  in 
the  United  States. 

Where  duties  on  the  materials  of  manufactures 
are  not  laid  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  a  oompe<- 
tition  with  some  domestic  production,  the  same 
reasons  which  recommend,  as  a  general  rule,  the 
exemption  of  those  materials  from  duties,  would 
recommend  as  a  like  general  rule,  the  allowance 
of  drawbacks,  in  feivor  of  the  manufacturer.  Ae^ 
cordinffly,  such  drawbacks  are  familiar  in  coun- 
tries wnich  systematically  pursue  the  business  of 
manufactures;  which  furnishes  an  argument  fot 
the  observance  of  a  similar  policy  in  the  United 
States ;  and  the  idea  has  been  adopted  by  the  lawv 
oi  the  Union,  in  the  instances  of  salt  and  molass^i. 
It  is  believed  that  it  will  be  found  advantageous 
to  extend  it  to  some  other  articles. 
'  VIII.  The  encouragement  oi  new  inventions 
and  discoveries,  at  home,  and  of  the  introduction 
into  the  United  States  of  such  as  may  have  been 
made  in  other  countries,  particularly  those  which 
relate  to  machinery. 

This  is  among  the  most  useful  and  unexception>- 
able  of  the  aids  which  can  be  given  to  manufae^ 
tures.  The  usual  means  of  that  encoitragemeBt 
are  pecuniary  rewards,  and.  for  a  time,  exclusive 
privueges.  The  first  must  be  employed  according 
to  the  occasion  and  the  utility  of  the  invention  or 
discovery.  For  the  last,  so  far  as  respects  "  authon 
and  inventors,"  provision  has  been  made  by  law. 
But  it  is  desirable,  in  regard  to  improvements  and 
secrets  of  extraordinary  value,  tone  able  to  extend 
the  same  benefit  to  introducers,  as  well  as  authors 
and  inventors ;  a  policy  which  has  been  practised 
with  advantage  in  other  countries.  Hm,  how- 
ever, as  in  some  other  eases,  there  is  cause  to  re- 
sret  that  the  competency  of  the  authority  of  the 
National  Government  to  the  good  which  mi^^ 
be  done,  is  not  without  a  question.  Many  aidt 
might  be  given  to  industry,  many  intemsu  ini^ 
provements  oi  primary  magnitude  might  be  pro» 
moted,  by  an  authority  operating;  throughout  the 
Union ;  which  cannot  be  effected  as  weU,  if  at  all^ 
by  an  authority  confined  within  the  linlits  of  a 
single  State. 

Sut  if  the  Legislature  of  the  Union  canuot  do 
all  the  good  that  might  be  wished,  it  is  at  least 
desirable  that  all  may  be  done  which  is  practioa*^ 
ble.  Means  for  promoting  the  introduction  of 
forei^  improvements,  though  kss  efficaciously 
than  might  be  accompushed  with  more  adequate 
authority,  will  form  a  part  of  the  plan  intended  to 
be  submitted  in  the  close  of  this  Reports 

It  is  customary  with  maaufacturmg  nations  to 
prohibit,  under  severe  pesalti^  the  exportation  of 
implements  and  machines,  which  they  have  either 
invented  or  improved.  Tnere  are  already  objeota 
for  a  similar  regulation  in  the  United  States,  and 
others  may  be  expect^  to  occur  from  titbe  to 
time.  The  adoption  of  it  seems  to  be  dictated  by  the 
princii^e  of  reciprocity.  Greater  liberality  in  suoll 
resists  might  wtter  compoart  with  the  general 
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spirit  of  the  country;  but  a  selfish  and  exclusive 
policy  in  other  quarters  will  not  always  permit 
the  free  indulgence  of  a  spirit  which  would  place 
us  on  an  unequal  footing.  As  far  as  prohibitions 
tend  to  prevent  foreign  competitors  from  deriving 
the  benefit  of  the  improvements  made  at  home, 
they  tend  to  increase  the  advantages  of  those  by 
whom  they  may  have  been  introduced,  and  operate 
as  an  encouragement  to  exertion. 

IX.  Judicious  regulations  for  the  inspection  of 
manufactured  commodities. 

This  is  not  among  the  least  important  of  the 
means  by  which  the  prosperit^r  of  manufactures 
may  be  promoted  It  is  inaeed,  in  many  cases,  one 
of  the  most  essential.  Contributing  to  prevent 
frauds  upon  consumers  at  home,  and  exporters  to 
foreign  countries ;  to  improve  the  quality  and  pre> 
serve  the  character  of  the  national  manufactures ; 
it  cannot  fail  to  aid  the  expeditious  and  advan- 
tageous sale  of  them^and  to  serve  as  a  guard  against 
successful  competition  from  other  quarters.  The 
reputation  of  the  flour  and  lumber  of  some  States, 
and  of  the  potash  of  others,  has  been  established  by 
an  attention  to  this  point ;  and  the  like  ^od  name 
might  be  procured  lor  those  articles,  wheresoever 
produced,  by  a  judicious  and  uniform  system  of 
mspection  throughout  the  ports  of  the  United 
States.  A  like  system  might  also  be  extended 
with  advantage  to  other  commodities. 

X.  The  facilitating  of  pecuniary  remittances 
from  place  to  place — 

Is  a  point  of  considerable  moment  to  trade  in 

Seneral,  and  to  manufactures  in  particular,  by  ren- 
ering  more  easy  the  purchase  of  raw  materials 
and  provisions,  and  the  payment  for  manufactured 
aupplies.  A  general  circulation  of  bank  paper — 
which  b  to  be  expected  from  the  institution  mtely 
established — will  be  a  most  valuable  mean  to  this 
end.  But  much  good  would  accrue  from  some 
additional  provisions  respecting  inland  bills  of  ex- 
change. If  those  drawn  in  one  State,  payable  in 
another,  were  made  n^otiable  everywhere,  and 
interest  and  damages  allowed  in  case  of  protest,  it 
would  greatly  promote  negotiations  between  tne 
citizens  of  different  States,^  rendering  them  more 
secure,  and  with  it  the  convenience  and  advantage 
of  the  merchants  and  manufacturers  of  each. 

XI.  The  facilitating  of  the  transportation  of 
commodities. 

Improvements  favoring  this  object  intimately 
concern  all  the  domestic  interests  of  a  community ; 
but  they  may^  without  impropriety,  be  mentioned 
as  having  an  important  relation  to  manufactures. 
There  is,  perhaps,  scarcely  anything  which  has 
been  better  calculated  to  assist  the  manufactures 
of  Great  Britain  than  the  ameliorations  of  the 
public  roads  of  that  Elinffdom,  and  the  great  pro- 
gress which  has  been  of  wte  made  in  opening  ca- 
nals. Of  the  former,  the  United  States  stand 
much  in  need,  for  they  present  uncommon  fa- 
cilities. 

The  symptoms  of  attention  to  the  improvement 
•f  inland  navigation,  which  have  lately  appeared 
in  some  quarters,  must  fill  with  pleasure  every 
breast  warmed  with  a  true  zeal  forthe  prosperity 
of  the  country.    These  examples,  it  is  to  be  hoped. 


will  stimulate  the  exertions  of  the  Gk>vemment 
and  citizens  of  every  State.  There  can  certainly 
be  no  object  more  worthy  of  the  cares  of  the  local 
administrations;  and  it  were  to  be  wished  that 
there  was  no  doubt  of  the  power  of  the  National 
Government  to  lend  its  direct  aid,  on  a  compre- 
hensive plan.  This  is  one  of  those  improvements 
Which  could  be  prosecuted  with  more  efficacy  by 
the  whole,  than  by  any  part  or  parts  of  the  Union. 
There  are  cases  in  whicn  the  general  interest  will 
be  in  danger  to  be  sacrificed  to  the  collision  of 
some  supposed  local  interests.  Jealousies,  in  mat- 
ters of  this  kind,  are  as  apt  to  exist,  as  they  are  apt 
to  be  erroneous. 

The  following  remarks  are  sufliciently  judicious 
and  pertinent  to  deserve  a  literal  quotation : 

«  Good  roads,  canals,  and  naTigable  rivers,  by  dimin- 
ishing the  expense  of  carnage,  put  the  remote  parts  of  a 
country  more  nearly  upon  a  lerel  with  those  in  the 
neghborhood  of  the  town.  They  are  upon  that  accoant 
the  greatest  of  all  improvements.  They  encourage  the 
cultivation  of  the  remote,  which  must  always  be  the 
most  extensive  circle  of  the  country.  They  are  advan- 
tages to  the  town,  by  breaking  down  the  monopoly  of 
the  country  in  its  neighborhood.  They  are  advantages 
even  to  that  part  of  the  coontiy.  Though  they  intro- 
duce some  rival  commodities  into  the  old  market,  they 
open  many  new  markets  to  its  produce.  Monopoly, 
besides,  is  a  great  enemy  to  good  management,  which 
can  never  be  aniversally  established,  but  in  consequence 
of  that  free  and  universal  competition,  which  forces 
everybody  to  have  recourse  to  it  for  the  sake  of  sel^ 
defence.  It  is  not  more  than  fifty  years  ago  that  some 
of  the  counties  in  the  neighborhood  of  London  petition- 
ed the  Parliament  against  the  extension  of  the  tumj^e 
roads  into  the  remoter  counties.  Those  remoter  coun* 
ties,  they  pretended,  fit>m  the  cheapness  of  labor,  would 
be  able  to  sell  their  grass  and  com  cheaper  in  the  Lon- 
don market,  than  themselves,  and  they  would  thereby 
reduce  their  rents,  and  ruin  their  cultivation.  Their 
rents,  however,  have  risen,  and  their  cultivation  has 
been  improved,  since  that  time." 

Specimens  of  a  spirit  similar  to  that  which 
governed  the  counties  here  spoken  of  present  them- 
selves too  frequently  to  the  eye  ot  an  impartial 
observer,  and  render  it  a  wish  of  patriotism  that 
the  body  in  this  country^  in  whose  councils  a  local 
or  partial  spirit  b  least  likely  to  predominate,  were 
at  liberty  to  pursue  and  promote  the  general  inte- 
rest, in  those  instances  m  which  there  might  be 
danger  of  the  interference  of  such  a  spirit. 

Tne  foreffoing  are  the  principal  of  the  means 
by  which  the  growth  of  manufactures  is  ordina- 
rily promoted.  It  is,  however,  not  merely  neces- 
sary that  the  measures  of  Government  which  have 
a  airect  view  to  manufactures,  should  be  calcu- 
lated to  assist  and  protect  them,  but  that  those 
which  only  collaterally  affect  them,  in  the  general 
course  of  the  Administration,  should  be  guarded 
from  any  peculiar  tendency  to  injure  them. 

There  are  certain  species  of  taxes  which  are  apt 
to  be  oppressive  to  different  parts  of  the  commu- 
nity, ana,  among  other  ill  effects,  have  a  very  un* 
friendly  aspect  towards  manufactures.  All  nM 
or  capitation  taxes  are  of  this  nature.  They  either 
proceed  accordinj^  to  a  fixed  rate,  which  operates 
unequally,  and  injuriously  to  the  industrious  poor; 
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or  they  vest  a  discretion  in  certain  officers,  to 
make  estimates  and  assessments  which  are  neces- 
sarily va^e,  conjectural,  and  liable  to  abuse. 
They  ought,  therefore,  to  be  abstained  from,  in  all 
but  cases  of  distressing  emergency. 

All  such  taxes  (including  all  taxes  on  occupa- 
tions) which  proceed  according  to  the  amount  of 
capital  supposed  to  be  employed  in  a  business,  or 
of  prc^ts  supposed  to  be  made  in  it,  are  unavoid- 
ablir  hurtful  to  industry.  It  is  in  rain  that  the 
eyil  may  be  endeavored  to  be  mitigated,  by  leav- 
ing it,  in  the  first  instance,  in  the  option  of  the 
party  to  be  taxed,  to  declare  the  amount  of  his 
capital  or  profits. 

Men  en^;aged  in  any  trade  or  business  have  com- 
monly weighty  reasons  to  avoid  disclosures,  which 
would  expose,  with  anything  like  accuracy,  the 
real  state  of  their  afiairs.  Thev  most  fVequently 
find  it  better  to  risk  oppression^  than  to  avail  them- 
selves of  so  inconvenient  a  refuge ;  and  the  conse- 
quence is,  that  they  often  sufier  oppression. 

When  the  disclosure,  too,  if  made,  is  not  defini- 
tive, but  controllable  by  the  discretion,  or,  in  other 
"Wt)rds,  by  the  passions  and  prejudices  of  the  reve- 
nue officers,  it  is  not  only  an  inefi*ectual  protection, 
but  the  possibility  of  its  being  so  is  an  additional 
reason  for  not  resorting  to  it. 

Allowing  to  the  puluic  officers  the  most  equita- 
ble dispositions,  yet  where  they  are  to  exercise  a 
discretion  without  certain  data,  they  cannot  fail  to 
be  often  misled  by  appearances.  The  quantity  of 
business  which  seems  to  be  goine  on,  isj  in  a  vast 
number  of  cases,  a  very  deceitful  criterion  of  the 
profits  which  are  made ;  yet  it  is,  perhaps^  the  best 
they  can  have,  and  it  is  the  one  on  which  they 
will  most  naturally  rely,  A  business,  therefore, 
which  may  rather  require  aid  from  the  Govern- 
ment than  be  in  a  capacity  to  be  contributory  to 
it,  may  find  itself  crushed  by  the  mistaken  con- 
jectures of  the  assessors  of  taxes. 

Arbitrary  taxes — under  which  denomination  are 
comprised  all  those  that  leave  the  quantum  of  the 
tax  to  be  raised  on  each  person  to  the  discretion  of 
certain  officers — are  as  contrary  to  the  genius  of 
liberty,  as  to  the  maxims  of  mdustry.  In  this 
light  they  have  been  viewed  by  the  most  judicious 
OMervers  on  Government,  who  have  bestowed  upon 
them  the  severest  epithets  of  reprobation,  as  con- 
stituting one  of  the  worst  features  usually  to  be 
met  with  in*  the  practice  of  despotic  governments. 
It  is  certain,  at  least,  that  such  taxes  are  particu- 
larly inimical  to  the  success  of  manufacturing 
industry,  and  ou^ht  carefully  to  be  avoided  by 
a  government  which  desires  to  promote  it. 

The  finreat  copiousness  of  the  subject  of  this 
Report,  has  insensibly  led  to  a  more  lengthy  pre- 
liminary discussion,  than  was  originally  contem- 
plated or  intended.  It  appeared  proper  to  investi- 
gate principles,  to. consider  objections,  and  to 
endeavor  to  establish  the  utility  of  the  thing  pro- 
posed to  be  encouraged,  previous  to  a  specification 
of  the  objects  which  inight  occur,  as  meriting  or 
requiring  encouragement,  and  of  the  measures 
which  might  be  proper  in  respect  to  each.  The 
first  purpose  havmg  been  fulnlled,  it  remains  to 
pursue  the  second. 


In  the  selection  of  objects,  five  circumstances 
seem  entitled  to  particular  attention:  The  ca- 
pacity of  the  country  to  furnish  the  raw  material — 
the  degree  in  which  the  nature  of  the  manufacture 
admits  of  a  substitute  for  manual  labor  in  ma- 
chinery— ^the  facility  of  execution — the  extensive- 
ness  of  the  uses  to  which  the  article  can  be  ap- 
plied— its  subserviency  to  other  interests,  particu- 
larly the  great  one  of  the  national  defence.  There 
are,  however,  objects  to  which  these  circumstances 
are  little  applicable,  which,  for  some  special  rea- 
sons, may  have  a  claim  to  encouragement. 

A  designation  of  the  principal  raw  material  of 
which  each  manufacture  is  composed,  will  serve 
to  introduce  the  remarks  upon  it  3  as,  in  the  first 
place, 

Iron. — The  manufactures  of  this  article  are  en- 
titled to  pre-eminent  rank.  None  are  more  essen- 
tial in  their  kinds^  nor  so  extensive  in  their  uses. 
They  constitute,  m  whole  or  in  part,  the  imple- 
ments or  the  materials,  or  both,  of  almost  every 
useful  occupation.  Their  instrumentality  is  every- 
where conspicuous. 

It  is  fortunate  for  the  United  States  that  they 
have  peculiar  advantages  for  deriving  the  full  be- 
nefit of  this  most  valuable  material,  and  they  have 
every  motive  to  improve  it,  with  systematic  care. 
It  is  to  be  found  m  various  parts  of  the  United 
States,  in  great  abundance  and  of  almost  every 
quality;  and  fbel,  the  chief  instrument  in  manu- 
iacturing  it.  is  both  cheap  and  plenty.  This  parti- 
cularly applies  to  charcoal;  but  there  are  produc- 
tive coal  mines  already  in  operation,  and  strong 
indications,  that  the  material  is  to  oe  found  in 
abundance,  in  a  variety  of  other  places. 

The  inquiries  to  which  the  suDJect  of  this  Re- 
port has  led^  have  been  answered  with  proofs  that 
manufactories  of  iron,  thoiu^h  generally  under- 
stood to  be  extensive,  are  far  more  so  than  is 
commonly  supposed.  The  kinds  in  which  the 
greatest  progress  has  been  made,  have  been  men- 
tioned in  another  place,  and  neea  not  be  repeated ; 
but  there  is  little  doubt  that  every  other  kind,  with 
due  cultivation,  will  rapidly  succeed.  It  is  worthy 
of  remark,  that  several  of  the  particular  trades,  of 
which  it  is  the  basis,  are  capable  of  being  carried 
on  without  the  aid  of  large  capitals. 

Iron  works  have  greatly  increased  in  the  United 
States,  and  are  prosecuted  with  much  more  ad- 
vantage than  formerly.  The  average  price  before 
the  Revolution,  was  about  sixty-four  dollars  per 
ton;  at  present  it  is  about  eighty;  a  rise  which  is 
chiefly  to  be  attributed  to  the  increase  of  manufac- 
tures of  the  material. 

The  still  further  extension  and  multiplication 
of  such  manufactures  will  have  the  double  efiect 
of  promoting  the  extraction  of  the  metal  itself, 
and  of  converting  it  to  a  greater  number  of  pro- 
fitable purposes. 

Those  manufiEictures,  too,  unite  in  a  greater  de- 
gree, than  almost  any  others,  the  several  requi- 
sites, which  have  been  mentioned,  as  proper  to  be 
consulted  in  the  selection  of  objects. 

The  only  further  encouragement  of  manufac- 
tories of  this  article,  the  propriety  of  which  may 
be  considered  as  unquestionable,  seems  to  be  an 
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increase  of  the  duties  on  foreign  riyal  commo- 
dities. 

Steel  is  a  branch  which  ha^  already  made  a 
considerable  progress,  and  it  is  ascertained  that 
some  new  enterprises,  on  a  more  extensive  scale, 
have  been  lately  set  on  foot.  The  facility  of  car- 
rying it  to  an  extent  which  will  supply  all  inter- 
naldemands,  and  furnish  a  considerable  surplus 
for  exportation,  cannot  be  doubted.  The  duty 
upon  tne  importation  of  this  article,  which  is  at 
present  seventy-five  cents  per  cwt.,  may,  it  is  con- 
ceived, be  safely  and  advantageously  extended  to 
one  hundred  cents.  It  is  desirable,  by  decisive  ar- 
rangements, to  second  the  efforts  wnich  are  making 
in  sQ  very  valuable  a  branch. 

The  United  States  already,  in  a  great  measure, 
supply  themselves  with  nails  and  spikes.  They 
are  able,  and  ought  certainly,  to  do  it  entirely. 
The  first  and  most  laborious  operation  in  this  ma- 
nufacture, b  performed  by  water-mills;  and  of  the 
persons  auerwards  employed,  a  »reat  proportion 
are  boys,  whose  early  habits  or  industry  are  of 
importance  to  the  community,  to  the  present  sup- 
port of  their  families,  and  to  tneir  own  future  com- 
fort. It  is  not  less  curious  than  true,  that,  in  cer- 
tain jMurts  of  the  country,  the  making  of  nails  is  an 
occasional  family  manufacture. 

The  exi>ediency  of  an  additional  duty  on  these 
articles  is  indicated  by  an  important  fact.  About 
1.800,000  pounds  of  tnem  were  imported  into  the 
United  States  in  the  course  of  a  year,  ending  the 
30th  of  September,  1790.  A  duty  of  two  cents 
per  pound  would,  it  is  presumiable,  speedily  put  an 
end  to  so  considerable  an  importation.  And  it  is 
in  every  view  proper  that  an  end  should  be  put 
to  it. 

The  manufacture  of  these  articles,  like  that  of 
some  others,  suffers  from  the  carelessness  and  dis^ 
honesty  of  a  part  of  those  who  carry  it  on.  An 
inpection  in  certain  cases  might  tend  to  correct  the 
eviL  It  will  deserve  consideration  whether  a  re- 
gulation of  this  sort  cannot  be  applied,  without  in- 
convenience, to  the  .exportation  of  the  articles 
either  to  foreign  countries,  or  from  one  State  to 
another. 

The  implements  of  husbandry  are  ma<k  in 
several  States  in  great  abundance.  In  many  jdaces 
it  is  done  by  the  common  blacksmiths.  And  there 
is  no  doubt  that  an  ample  supply  for  the  whole 
country  can  with  great  ease  be  procured  amoqg 
ourselves,. 

Various  kinds  of  edged  toob  for  the  use  of  me- 
chanics are  also  made,  and  a  considerable  quantity 
of  hollow  wares;  though  the  business  of  castings 
has  not  yet  attained  the  perfection  which  might  be 
wished.  It  is  however  improving,  and  as  there  are 
respectable  capitals  in  gooa  hands,  embarked  in  the 
prosecution  or  those  branches  of  iron  manufacto- 
ries, which  are  yet  in  their  infancy,  they  may  all 
be  contemplated  as  objects  not  difficult  to  be  ac- 
quired. 

To  insure  the  end  it  seems  eanally  safe  and  pru- 
dent to  extend  the  duty  ad  vuorem  upon  all  ma- 
nufactures of  iron,  of  which  iron  is  the  article  of 
chief  value,  to  ten  per  cent. 

Fire  arms  and  otner  military  weapons  may,  it  is 


conceived,  be  placed  without  inconvenience  in  the 
class  of  articles  rated  at  fifteen  per  cent.  There 
exist  already  manufactories  of  these  articles,  which 
only  require  the  stimulus  of  a  certain  demand  to 
render  them  adequate  to  the  supply  of  the  United 
States. 

It  would  also  be  a  material  aid  to  manufactories 
of  this  nature  as  well  as  a  mean  of  public  security 
if  provision  should  be  made  for  an  annual  purchase 
of  military  weapons,  of  home  manuflBu^ture  to  a 
certain  determined  extent,  ui  order  to  the  forma- 
tion of  arsenals :  and  to  replace  from  time  to  time 
such  as  should  be  withdrawn  for  use.  so  as  always 
to  have  in  store  the  quantity  of  eacn  kind,  which 
should  be  deemed  a  competent  supply. 

But  it  may  hereafter  deserve  Lc^^islative  con- 
sideration, whether  manufactories  of  all  the  ne- 
cessary weapons  of  war  ought  not  to  be  establish- 
ed on  account  of  Grovemment  itself.  Such  esta- 
blishments are  agreeable  to  the  usual  practice  of 
nations,  and  that  practice  seems  founded  on  suffi- 
cient reason. 

There  appears  to  be  an  improvidence,  in  leaving 
these  essential  instruments  of  national  defence  to 
the  casual  speculations  of  individual  adventure ;  a 
resource  wtuch  can  less  be  relied  upon,  in  thb 
case  than  in  most  others ;  the  articles  m  question 
not  being  objects  of  ordinary  and  indispensable 
private  consumption  or  u^  As  a  general  rule, 
manufactories  on  the  immediate  account  of  Go- 
vernment are  to  be  avoided;  but  this  seems  to  be 
one  of  the  few  exceptions,  which  that  rule  admits, 
depending  on  very  special  reasons. 

Manufactures  of  steel,  generally,  or  of  which 
steel  is  the  article  of  chief  value,  may  with  advan- 
tage be  placed  in  the  class  of  goods  rated  at  seven 
and  an  half  per  cent.  As  maniuactures  of  this  kind 
have  not  yet  made  any  considerable  progress,  it  is 
a  reason  tor  not  rating  them  as  hi^n  as  those  of 
iron;  but  as  this  material  is  the  basis  of  them,  and 
as  their  extension  is  not  less  praticable,  than  im- 
portantj  it  is  desirable  to  promote  it  by  a  some- 
what higher  duty  than  the  present. 

A  question  arises,  how  far  it  mi^ht  be  expedient 
to  permit  the  importation  of  iron  m  pigs  and  bars 
free  from  duty  ?  It  would  certainly  oe  favorable 
to  manufhcturers  of  the  article;  but  the  doubt  is 
whether  it  might  not  interfere  with  its  production. 

Two  circumstances,  however,  abate  ifthey  do  not 
remove  apprehension,  on  this  score,  one  is  the  con- 
siderable mcrease  of  price,  which  has  been  already 
remarkedf'sind  which  renders  it  probable  that  the 
free  admission  of  foreign  iron  would  not  be  incon- 
sistent with  an  adequate  profit  to  the  proprietors 
of  iron  works ;  the  other  is.  the  augmentation  of 
demand,  which  would  be  likely  to  attend  the  in- 
crease of  manufactures  of  the  article,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  additional  encouragements  proposed 
to  be  jgiven.  But  caution,  nevertheless,  in  a  matter 
of  this  kind  is  most  advisable.  The  measure  sug- 
gested ought  perhaps  rather  to  be  contemplated, 
subject  to  the  lights  of  further  experience,  than 
immediately  adopted. 

CoppBR. — The  manufactures  of  which  this  arti- 
cle is  susceptible  are  also  of  great  extent  and  uti- 
lity.   Under  this  description,  those  of  brass,  ot 
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whkk  it  is  the  ivincipal  ingre^ent,  are  inteaded 
to  be  included. 

The  material  is  a  natural  prodnotion  of  the 
country.  Mines  of  copper  hare  actually  been 
WTOUgnt.  and  with,  a  profit  to  the  undertakers, 
thou^  it  is  not  known,  that  any  are  now  in  this 
condition.  And  nothing  is  easier,  than  the  intro- 
duction of  it,  from  other  countries,  on  moderate 
terms,  and  in  great  plenty. 

Coppersmitmi  and  brass  foRinders.  particularly 
the  former^  ate  mimerous  in  the  IJnited  States; 
some  of  whom  carry  on  business  to  a  respectable 
ext^t. 

To  multiply  and  extend  mann&ctories^  of  the 
materiab  in  question  is  worthy  of  attention  and 
effort.  In  order  to  this^  it  is  dosirable  to  facilitete  - 
a  plentiful  supply  of  the  materials.  And  a  proper 
nraan  to  this  end  is  to  place  ibem  in  the  class  tif 
free  articles.  Ckqiper  in  plates  and  hmas  afe  already 
in  this  predicament;;  but  copper  in  bars  and  pi|^ 
is  not ;  neither  is  iapia  calmdnaritj  which  togetli^r 
with  copper  andohacooal.  oonstitutethecon^>oiieBt 
ingredients  of  brass.    Tne  exemption  from  du^ 

a  parity  of  reason^  ou^ht  to  embrace  all  such  of 
ese  articles,  as  are  objects  of  importation. 

An  additional  duty  on  brass  wares,  will  tend  to 
the  general  end  in  view.  These  now  stand  at  five 
per  cent,  while  thoae  of  tin.  pewter,  and  copper, 
aie  rated  at  sevoi  and  an  half:  There  appears  to 
be  a  propriety  in  every  view  in  pkcin^  brass  wares 
i^n  the  same  level  with  them ;  and  it  merits  con- 
sideration  whether  tke  duty  upon  aU  of  them 
ought  not  to  be  raised  to  ten  per  cent. 

Lbap. — There  are  numerous  proofs,  that  this 
material  abounds  in  the  United  States,  and  requires 
little  to  unfold  it  to  an  extent,  more  than  equal  to 
every  domestic  occasion.  A  prolific  mine  of  it 
has  loiig  been  open  in  the  Southwestern  parts  of 
yiiginia,  ajid  under  a  public  administration,  dur* 
ittff  the  late  wu^yieidea  a  coMiderable  supply  for 
military  use.  This  is  now  in  the  hands  of  mdir 
viduals,  who  not  only  carry'  it  on  with  spirit,  but 
have  established  manufactories  of  it,  at  Richmond, 
in  the  same  State. 

The  duties  already  laid  upon  the  importacieii 
of  this  artide,  either  in  its  unmanufhctureo,  ormim- 
ufiMstured  state,  insure  it  a  decisive  advantage  in 
the  home  market-^which  amounts  to  considmble 
encouragement  If  the  duty  on  pewter  wares 
should  be  raised,  it  would  aobrd  a  further  encou- 
ragement Nothing  else  occurs  proper  to  be  added. 

F088IL  coAL.-*Thisasan  important  instrument 
of  manufactures,  may,  without  impropriety,  be 
mentioned  amcttg  die  subjects  of  this  Report. 

A  copious  snpi^y  of  it  would  be  of  ffreat  conse- 
quence to  the  iron  branch.  As  annrti(3e  of  house- 
hold fueL  also,  it  is  an  interesting  produotion ;  the 
utility  of  whicui  must  increase  in  proportion  to  the 
decrease  of  wood,  by  the  progress  of  settlement 
Md  cultivation.  And  its  importance  to  naviga- 
tion, as  an  immense  article  of  transportation  eoast- 
mse,  is  signally  exonplified  in  Qreat  Britain. 

It  is  known^  that  there  are  sepi^eral  coal  mines 
in  Virginia,  now  ww ked,  and  appeannces  of  thek 
existence  are  fiuniUar  in  a  numoer  of  places. 

The  expediency  of  a  bounty  m  all  this  species 


of  coal  of  home  production,  and  oi  premiums  on 
the  opening  of  new  mines,  under  certam  qualifi- 
cations, apoears  to  be  wortny  of  particular  exami- 
nation. Tne  great  importance  of  the  article  will 
amply  iustify  a  reasonable  expense  in  this  way,  if 
it  shall  appear  to  be  necessary  to,  and  shall  be 
thought  likely  to  answer  the  end. 

Wood, — Several  manufactures  of  this  article 
flourish  in  the  Uiuted  States.  Ships  are  no  where 
built  in  gvco/ter  perfection,  aand  cabinet  wares,  g«»»- 
rally,  are  made  little  if  at  all  inferior  to  those  ci 
Europe.  Thctr  extent  is  such  as  to  have  admitted 
of  considerable  exportation. 

An  exemption  from  duty  of  the  several  kinds 
of  wood  ordinarily  used  in  these  manufactures 
seems  to  be  all  that  is  requisite,  by  way  of  eneou-^ 
ragement.  It  is  peeommended  by  the  consideration 
of  a  sinular  policy  being  pursued  in  other  coim* 
tries,  and  by  the  expediency  of  giving  equal  ad- 
vantages to  our  own  workmen  in  wood.  The 
abundance  of  timber  proper  for  ship  buOding  in  the 
United  Slates  does  not  appear  to  be  any  (Ejection 
to  it  The  increasing  scarcity  and  growing  im> 
portance  of  that  article  in  the  European  countries, 
admonbh  the  United  States  to  eommenee,  and 
systematically  to  pursue  measures  for  the  preser- 
vation <^  their  stock.  Whatever  may  promote  dlie 
r^ular  estaUishment  of  magazines  of  ship  tim- 
ber, b  in  various  views  desirable. 

Skins.— There  are  soarcehr  any  manufactories 
oi  greater  importance  than  of  this  article.  Their 
<yrect  and  very  happy  influence  upon  agriculture, 
by  promoting  the  raimg  of  cattle  cc  different 
kmds,  is  a  very  material  recommendation. 

It  is  pleasing,  too,  to  observe  the  extensive  progress 
they  have  made  in  their  principal  iH^aches ;  wnioh 
are  so  far  matured  as  almost  to  defy  foreign  com- 
pecitien.  Tanneries  in  particular  are  not  <mly  car- 
ried on  as  a  regular  busmes$  in  mmierouB  instances 
and  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  but  they  oon^ 
stitute  in  some  places  a  valuable  item  of  incidental 
family  manufhetures. 

Representations^  however,  have  been  made  im*- 
porting  the  expediency  of  further  encoun^ement 
to  the  leather  branch  in  two  ways;  one  by  increas- 
ing the  duty  on  thennanufkctures  of  it,  which  are 
imported,  tne  other  by  prohibiting  the  exportation 
of  bark.  In  sunport  of  the  latter  it  is  alleged  that 
the  price  of  bark,  chiefly,  in  consequence  of  large 
exportations,  has  risen  within  a  few  years  from 
about  three  dollars  to  four  dollars  and  a  half  per 
cord. 

These  sugpnestions  are  submitted  ra^er  as  inti- 
mations, vrhich  merit  consideration,  than  as  mat- 
ters, the  propriety  of  which  is  manifest.  It  is  not 
dear,  that  an  increase  of  duty  b  necessary;  and  in 
regard  to  the  prohibition  desired,  there  is  no  evi- 
dence of  any  considerable  exnortatien  hitherto ; 
and  it  b  most  probable  that  wnaiever  augmenta^ 
tion  of  price  may  h$rt  taken  place,  b  to  be  attri^ 
buted  to  an  extension  of  the  home  demand  from 
increase  of  nMnufketures,  and  to  a  decrease  of  the 
supply  in  etnaeouenceof  the  progress  of  settlement, 
rather  than  to  die  qouatities  which  have  been  ex- 
ported. 

It  is  mentioned,  however,  as  an  additional  rea* 
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son  for  the  prohibition,  that  one  species  of  the  bark 
usually  exported  is  in  some  sort  peculiar  to  the 
country,  and  the  material  of  a  very  valuable  dye, 
of  great  use  in  some  other  manufactures,  in  wluch 
the  United  States  hare  begun  a  competition. 

There  may  also  be  this  ar^ment  in  favor  of  an 
increase  of  duty.  The  object  is  of  importance 
enough  to  claim  decisive  encouragement,  and  the 
progress  which  has  been  made,  leaves  no  room  to 
apprehend  any  inconvenience  on  the  score  of  sup- 
ply from  such  an  increase. 

It  would  be  of  benefit  to  this  branch,  if  glue 
which  is  now  rated  at  five  per  cent,  were  made 
the  object  of  an  excluding  duty.  It  is  alreadv 
made  m  large  quantities  at  various  tanneries;  and, 
like  paper,  is  an  entire  economy  of  material,  which, 
if  not  manufactured,  would  be  left  to  perish.  It 
may  be  placed  with  advantage  in  the  class  of  arti- 
cles paymg  fifteen  per  cent. 

Qrain. — Manufactures  of  the  several  species  of 
this  article  have  a  title  to  peculiar  favor;  not  only 
because  they  are  most  of  them  immediately  con- 
nected with  the  subsistence  of  the  citizens,  but 
because  tney  enlarge  the  demand  for  the  most 
precious  products  of  the  soil. 

Though  flour  may,  with  propriety,  be  noticed 
as  a  manufacture  of  grain,  it  were  useless  to  do  it, 
but  for  the  purpose  of  submitting  the  expediency 
of  a  general  system  of  inspection  throughout  the 
ports  of  the  United  States ;  which,  if  established 
upon  proper  principles,  would  be  likely  to  im- 
prove the  quality  of  our  flour  everywhere,  and  to 
raise  its  reputation  in  foreign  markets.  There 
are,  however,  considerations  which  stand  in  the 
wav  of  such  an  arrangement  Ardent  spirits  and 
malt  liquors  are.  next  to  flour,  the  two  principal 
manufactures  or  grain.  The  first  has  made  a  very 
extensive,  the  last  a  considerable  progress,  in  the 
United  States.  In  respect  to  botn,  an  exclusive 
possession  of  the  home  market  ought  to  be  secured 
to  the  domestic  manufacturers  as  fast  as  circum- 
stances will  admit.  Nothing  is  more  practicable, 
and  nothing  more  desirable.  The  existing  laws 
of  the  Umted  States  have  done  much  toward 
attaining  this  valuable  object ;  but  some  additions 
to  the  present  duties  on  foreign  distilled  spirits 
and  foreign  malt  liquors,  and  perhaps  an  aoate- 
ment  of  those  on  home-made  spirits,  would  more 
eflfectually  secure  it ;  and  there  aoes  not  occur  any 
very  weighty  objection  to  either.  An  augmenta- 
tion of  the  duties  on  imported  spirits  would  favor 
as  well  the  distillation  of  spirits  from  molasses  as 
that  of  ffrain.  And  to  secure  to  the  nation  the 
benefit  of  a  manufacture,  even  of  foreign  materi- 
als, is  always  of  great,  though  perhaps  of  secondary 
importance.  A  strong  impression  prevails  in  the 
minds  of  those  concerned  in  distilleries  f  including, 
toa  the  most  candid  and  enlightened)  tnat  greater 
dinerences  in  the  rates  of  duty  on  foreign  and 
domestic  spirits  are  necessary  completely  to  se- 
cure the  successful  manufacture  of  the  latter; 
and  there  are  facts  which  entitle  this  impression 
to  attention.  It  is  known  that  the  price  of  mo* 
lasses,  for  someyears  past,  has  been  successively 
rising  in  the  West  India  markets,  owing,  partly, 
to  a  competition  which  did  not  formerly  exi$t. 


and  partly  to  an  extension  of  demand  in  this  coun- 
try ;  and  it  is  evident  that  the  late  disturbances 
in  those  islands  from  which  we  draw  our  prin- 
cipal supply  must  so  far  interfere  with  the  pro- 
duction of  the  article  as  to  occasion  a  mate- 
rial enhancement  of  price.  The  destruction  and 
devastation  attendant  on  the  insurrection  in  Hispa- 
niola,  in  particular,  must  not  only  contribute  very 
much  to  that  efiect,  but  may  be  expected  to  give 
it  some  duration.  These  circumstances,  and  the 
duty  of  three  cents  per  gallon  on  molasses,  may 
render  it  difficult  for  the  distillers  of  that  material 
to  maintain  with  adequate  profit,  a  competition 
with  the  rum  brought  from  the  West  Indies,  the 
quality  of  which  is  so  considerably  superior.  The 
consumption  of  Gfeneva,  or  gin,  in  this  country,  is 
extensive.  It  is  not  long  since  distilleries  of  it 
have  grown  up  among  us  to  any  importance. 
They  are  now  becoming  of  consequence,  but  bein^ 
still  in  their  infancy,  they  require  protection.  It 
is  represented  that  the  price  or  some  of  the  mate- 
rials is  greater  here  than  in  Holland,  from  which 
{)laoe  large  quantities  are  brought;  the  price  of 
abor  considerably  greater ;  the  capitab  engaged 
in  the  business  there  much  larger  than  those 
which  are  employed  here ;  the  rate  of  profits  at 
which  the  undertakers  can  afford  to  carry  it  on 
much  less;  the  prejudices  in  favor  of  imported 
gin,  strong.  These  circumstances  are  alleged  to 
outweigh  the  charges  which  attend  the  bringing 
of  the  article  frcnn  Europe  to  the  United  States 
and  the  present  difference  of  duty,  so  as  to  obstruct 
the  prosecution  of  the  manufacture  with  due  ad- 
vantage. Experiment  could,  perhaps,  alone  decide 
with  certainty  the  justness  of  tne  suggestions 
which  are  made ;  but,  in  relation  to  branches  of 
manufacture  so  important,  it  would  seem  inexpe- 
dient to  hazard  an  unfavorable  issue,  and  better  to 
err  on  the  side  of  too  ^eat,  than  of  too  small  a 
difference,  in  the  particular  in  questicm.  It  is, 
therefore,  submitted  that  an  addition  of  two  cents 
per  ffallon  be  made  to  the  duty  on  imported  spirits 
of  the  first  class  of  proof,  with  a  proportionable 
increase  on  those  of  nigher  proof,  and  that  a  de- 
duction of  one  cent  per  gallon  be  made  from  the 
duty  on  spirits  distilled  within  Uie  United  States, 
beginning  with  the  first  class  of  proof^  and  a  pro- 
portionable deduction  from  the  duty  on  those  of 
higher  proof.  It  is  ascertained  that  by  far  the 
greatest  part  of  the  malt  liquors  consumed  in  the 
United  States  are  the  produce  of  domestic  l»ew- 
eries.  It  is  desirable,  and,  in  all  likelihood,  attain- 
able, that  the  whole  consumption  should  be  sap- 
plied  by  ourselves.  The  malt  liquors  made  at 
home,  though  inferior  to  the  best,  are  equal  to  a 
great  part  a£  those  which  have  been  ustudly  im- 
ported. The  progress  already  made  is  an  earnest 
of  what  may  be  accomplished.  The  growing 
competition  is  an  assurance  of  improvement.  This 
will  be  accelerated  bj  measures  tending  to  invite 
a  greater  capital  into  this  channel  of  employ- 
ment. To  render  the  encouragement  of  domestie 
breweries  decisive,  it  may  be  advisaUe  to  substi- 
tute to  the  present  rates  of  duty  eight  cents  per 
gallon  generally ;  and  it  will  deserve  to  be  con- 
sidered, as  a  guard  against  invaaioas,  whether 
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•there  ought  aot  to  be  b  pEohibition  of  their  im- 
portatioiL  exeept  in  casks  of  considerable  capacity. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  sach  a  daty  woold  banish 
from  the  market  foreign  malt  liquors  of  inferior 
quality,  and  that  the  best  kind  only  would  con- 
tinue to  be  imported,  till  it  should  be  supplanted 
by  the  efforts  of  equal  skill  or  care  at  home.  Till 
th4t  period  the  importation  so  qualified  would  be 
an  useful  stimulus  to  improTement ;  and,  in  the 
meantime,  xhe  payment  of  the  increased  price,  for 
the  enjoyment  of  a  luxury,  in  order  to  the  eneou^ 
lagement  of  a  most  useftu  branch  of  domestic  in- 
dustry, could  not  reasonably  be  deemed  a  hardship. 
As  a  furtiier  aid  to  manufactures  of  grain,  though 
upon  a  smaller  scale,  the  articles  of  starch,  hair 
powder,  and  wafers,  may  with  great  propric^  be 
placed  among  those  which  are  rated  at  fifteen  per 
cent  No  manufactures  are  more  simple,  nor  more 
eompletdy  withiti  the  reach  of  a  full  sflpply  from 
domestic  sources ;  and  it  is  a  policy,  as  common 
ias  it  is  obvious,  to  make  them  the  objects  either  of 
prohibitory  duties  or  of  exiMress  prohibition. 

Flax  Ann  Hemp. — ^Manufeetures  of  these  arti- 
eles  have  so  much  affinity  to  each  other,  and  they 
are  so  often  blended,  that  they  may  with  advan- 
tage be  considered  in  conjunction.  The  impiort- 
mnce  of  the  linen  branch  to  agriculture,  its  precious 
efiects  upon  household  industry,  the  ease  with 
which  the  materials  can  be  produced  at  home  to 
any  requisite  extent,  the  great  advances  which 
have  been  already  made  in  the  coarser  febrios  of 
them,  especialhr  in  the  *  £u&ily  way,  constitute 
claims  <h  pecutnr  force  to  the  patronage  of  Qo- 
vemment.  This  patronage  may  be  afforded  in 
various  ways,  by  promotmg  the  ffrowth  of  the 
materials,  by  increasing  the  impediments  to  an 
advantageous  competition  of  rtvai  foreign  articles, 
by  direct  bounties  or  premiums  upon  the  home 
manufacture.  First,  as  to  imHnoting  the  growth 
oi  the  materials.  In  respect  to  hemp,  something 
has  been  already  done  by  the  high  duty  upon 
foreign  herap.  if  the  &cilitiesfor  domestic  pro- 
duction were  not  unusually  great,  the  policy  of 
the  duty  on  the  forei^  raw  material  woula  he 
highly  questionable,  as  mterfering  with  the  growth 
ci  manufhctures  of  it.  But,  making  the  proper 
allowances  for  those  facilities,  and  with  an  eye  to 
die  future  and  natural  progress  of  the  country,  the 
measure  does  not  appear,  upon  the  whole,  ex- 
eeptionable.  A  strong  wish  naturally  suggests 
itKlf  that  some  method  co«ild  be  devised  of  i^ord- 
ing  a  more  direct  encouragement  to  the  growth 
bc^  of  flax  and  hemp^  such  as  would  be  e&ctual, 
and  at  the  same  time  not  attended  with  too  great 
inconvettimoes.  To  this  end  bounties  and  premi- 
ums offer  themselves  to  consideration;  but  no 
modification  of  them  has  yet  occurred  which 
would  not  either  hazard  too  much  expense  or 
operate  unequally  in  reference  to  the  circum- 
stances of  different  parts  of  the  Union,  and  which 
would  not  be  attended  with  very  great  difficulties 
in  the  execution.  Secondly,  as  to  increasing  the 
impediments  to  an  advantaseous  competkion  of 
rival  foreign  articles.  To  mis  purpose  an  aug- 
mentation of  the  duties  on  importation  is  the  en- 
vious expedient;  wkieh,  in  regaid  ta certain  «rti« 


cles,  appears  to  be  reccnnmended  by  sufficient 

sons.    The  principal  of  these  articles  is  sail  cloth, 
one  intimately  connected  with  navigation  and  de- 
fence and  of  which  a  flourishing  manufactory  is 
established  at  Boston,  and  very  promising  ones  at 
several  other  places.    It  is  presumed  to  be  both 
safe  and  advisable  to  place  thih'  in  the  class  of  arti- 
cles rated  at  ten  per  cent.    A  strong  reason  for  it 
results  from  the  consideration  that  a  bounty  of 
two  pence  sterling  per  ell  is  allowed  in  Great 
Britam  upon  the  exportation  of  the  sail  cloth  ma- 
nufactured in  that  Kingdom.    It  VTcmld  likewise 
appear  to  be  good  policy  to  raise  the  duty  to  seven 
and  a  half  per  cent  on  the  following  articles : 
drillings,  osnaburg^s,  ticklenburgs,  dovrias,  canvas, 
brown  rolls,  bagging,  and  upon  all  other  linens 
the  first  cost  of  which  at  the  place  of  exportation 
does  not  exceed  thirty-five  cents  per  yard.    A 
bounty  of  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent.,  upon  an 
average,  on  the  exportation  of  such  or  similar 
\mesks  nrom  Oremi  Britain  encourages  the  mar 
Eufactnre  of  them  in  that  country,  and  increases 
the  obstacles  to  a  successful  competition  in  the 
countries  to  which  they  are  sent.    The  quantities 
of  tow  and  other  household  linens  manuflBu^tured 
in  different  parts  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
expectations  which  are  derived  from  some  late 
experimmts  of  being  able  to  extend  the  use  of 
labor-saving  machines  in  the  coarser  ikbrics  of 
linen,  obvi^  the  danger  of  inconvenience  from 
an  increase  of  the  duty  upon  such  articles,  and 
authorize  a  hope  of  speedy  and  complete  success 
to  the  endeavors  which  may  be  used  tor  procuring 
an  internal  supply.    Thirdly^  as  to  direct  bounties 
or  premiums  upon  the  maniuactured  articles.    To 
afford  more  eflectual  encouragement  to  the  manu- 
fiicture,  and  at  the  same  time  to  prtmiote  the 
cheapness  of  the  article,  for  the  benent  of  naviga- 
tion, it  will  be  of  great  use  to  allow  a  baunty  oi 
two  cents  per  yard  on  all  sail  doth  which  is  made 
in  the  United  States  from  materials  of  their  own 
growth.    This  would  also  assist  the  culture  of 
those  materials:    An  encouragement  of  this  kind, 
if  adopted,  ought  to  be  established  for  a  moderate 
term  of  years,  to  invite  to  new  undertakings,  and 
to  an  extension  of  die  old.    This  is  an  article  of 
importance  enough  to  warrant  the  employment  of 
extraordinary  means  in  its  favor. 

pOTTON. — There  is  something  in  the  textare  of 
this  material  ^lich  adapts  it,  in  a  peculiar  dc^pree, 
to  the  application  oi  machines.  The  signal  utility 
of  the  mul  for  spinning  of  cotton,  not  long  since  in- 
vented in  Bogland,  has  been  noticed  in  another 
place ;  but  dM^  are  other  machines  scarcely  infe- 
rior in  utility,  which,  in  the  different  manu£Bu;to- 
ries  oi  this  article,  are  employed  either  exclusive- 
ly or  with  more  than  ordmary  effect  This  very 
important  circumstance  recommends  the  &bric8 
of  cotton^  in  a  more  particular  manner,  to  a  coun* 
try  in  which  a  defect  of  hands  constitutes  the 
greatest  obstacle  to  success.  The  variety  and 
extent  of  the  uses  to  which  the  manufactures  of 
this  article  are  applicable  is  another  powerful  ar- 

Siment  in  their  favor.    And  the  faulty  of  the 
nited  States  to  produce  the  raw  material  in 
abundance,  and  of  a  quality  which,  though  alleged 
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to  be  inferior  to  some  that  is  proiliieed  in  otker  I 
quartern,  is,  neyertheless,  capable  of  being  used 
with  adrantaffe  in  many  fabrics,  and  is  probably 
susceptible  of  being  carried,  by  a  more  experienced 
culture,  to  much  greater  perfection,  suggests  an 
additional  and  a  very  cogent  inducement  to  the 
yifforous  pursuit  of  the  cotton  branch  in  its  several 
siSdivisions.  How  much  has  been  already  done 
has  been  stated  in  a  preoedinff  part  of  this  lleport. 
In  addition  to  this,  it  may  be  announced  that  a 
society  is  formins^  with  a  capital  which  is  enect- 
ed  to  oe  extended  to  at  least  half  a  million  <^  dol- 
lars ;  on  behalf  of  which  measures  are  already  in 
train  for  prosecuting,  on  a  lafffe  scale,  the  making 
and  printing  of  cotton  goods.  These  circum- 
stances conspire  to  indicate  the  ejqiedieney  of  re- 
moving any  obstructions  which  may  haroen  to 
exist  to  the  advanta^ous  prose<»iti(Hi  of  the  ma- 
nufactories in  question,  and  of  adding  such  en- 
coforagements  as  may  appear  necessary  and  pro- 
per. The  present  duty  of  three  cents  per  pound 
on  the  foreign  raw  material  is  undoubtedly  a  very 
serious  impediment  to  the  progress  of  those  ma- 
nufacDoaries.  The  injurious  temeney  of  sim^nr 
duties,  either  prioff  to  the  establishDiMit.  or  in  the 
infancy  of  thedoaDaestio  manuAictiireof  tne  article, 
as  it  regards  the  manufacture,  and  their  worse 
than  inutility^  in  relation  to  the  home  produetion  of 
the  material  itself,  have  been  anticipated,  particu- 
larly in  discussing  the  subject  of  pecuniary  boun- 
ties. Cotton  has  not  the  same  pretensions  with 
honp  to  form  an  exception  to  the  general  rule. 
Not  oeing,  like  hemp,  an  universal  production  of 
the  country,  it  affords  less  assurance  oi  an  ade- 
quate internal  supply ;  but  the  chief  object  arises 
mm  the  doubts  wnich  are  entertained  coneeminff 
the  quality  of  the  national  cotton.  It  is  allegecL 
that  the  fibre  of  it  is  considerably  shorter  ana 
weaker  than  that  of  some  other  places ;  and  it  has 
been  observed,  as  a  general  rule,  that  the  nearer 
the  place  of  growth  to  the  Equator,  the  better  the 

2uauty  of  the  cotton.  That  whicn  comes  from 
/ayenne,  Surinam,  and  Demerara,  is  said  to  be 
preferable,  even  at  a  material  difference  of  price, 
to  the  cotton  of  the  islands. 

While  a  hope  may  reasonably  be-is^uleed,  that 
with  due  care  and  attention^ohe  nationcd  cotton 
may  be  made  to  approach  nearer  tlum  it  now 
does  to  that  of  regions  somewhat  more  fiEnrored  by 
climate;  and,  while  facts  authorize  an  opinion 
that  very  great  use  may  be  made  of  it,  and  that  it 
is  a  resource  which  gives  greater  security  to  the 
cotton  falHrios  of  this  country  than  can  be  enjoyed 
by  any  which  depend  wholly  on  external  supply, 
it  will  certainly  be  wise,  in  evety  view,  to  let  our 
infant  raanufactuves  have  the  full  beneit  of  the 
best  materials  on  the  cheapeit  terms.  It  is  obvi- 
ous that  the  necessity  of  having  such  materials  is 
pDQBortioned  to  the  unskilfuiness  and  inexperience 
of  the  workmen  employed,  who,  if  inexpert,  will 
not  fail  to  commit  great  waste  where  the  materi- 
als they  are  to  wm  with  are  of  an  indifferent 
kind.  To  .secure  to  the  national  manufacturers  so 
essential  an  advanta|>e^  a  repeal  of  the  present  duty 
on  imported  cotton  is  indi^ensable.  A  substitute 
for  this,  far  more  encouraging  to  domestic  pro- 


duction, will  also  grant  a  bounty  on  the  nationai 
cotton,  when  wrought  at  a  home  manufactory ;  to 
which  a  bounty  on  the  exportation  of  it  may  be 
added ;  but  either  or  botn  would  do  much  more 
towards  promoting  the  growth  of  the  article  than 
the  merely  nominal  encouragement  which  it  is 
proposed  to  aboli^.  The  first  would  also  have  a 
direct  infiuence  in  eDcouraging  the  manu^Mturer. 
The  bounty  which  has  been  mentioned  as  existing 
in  Gbeat  Britain  upon  the  exportation  of  coarse 
linens  not  exceeding  a  certain  value,  aj^es  also 
to  certain  descriptions  of  cotton  goods  «  similar 
ralue.  This  ftmisbes  an  additio^  argument  for 
allowing  to  the  national  mano^turers  the  species 
of  encouragement  just  su^rated,  and,  indeed,  for 
addmg  some  other  aid.  One  cent  per  yard,  not 
letfs  than  of  a  given  width^  en  all  ^oods  m  cotton, 
or  of  cotton  and  linen  mixed,  whidi  are  manu- 
fM^ured  ftk  the  United  States,  with  the  addition 
of  one  cent  per  poimd  weight  of  the  material,  if 
made  of  natioQati  cotton^  muld  amount  to  an  aM 
of  considerable  importance  both  to  the  production 
and  to  the  mmulacHBre  oi  thiU  valurae  article. 
And  it  is  oonceived  that  die  expense  would  be 
well  justified  by  the  magnitude  of  the  object. 
The  priminj^  and  staining  of  cotton  goods  is  known 
to  be  a  distinct  business  fhm  the  fabrication  c^ 
them.  It  is  one  easily  aoeomrpliBhed,  and  which, 
as  it  adds  materially  to  the  Tnlue  of  me  article  in 
its  white  state^  and  prepares  it  for  a  variety  oi 
new  uses,  is  of  importance  to  be  promoted.  As  - 
imported  cottons,  eiiiilLlly  with  those  which  ate 
ma!de  at  home,  may  be  the  objects  of  this  manu- 
facture, it  will  merit  consideration  whether  the 
whole  or  a  part  of  the  duty  on  the  white  goods 
ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  be  drawn  back  in  favor 
of  those  who  pint  or  stain  them.  This  measure 
would  certainty  operate  as  a  powerful  encourage- 
msDt  to  the  business;  and,  thoi:^h  it  may  in  a 
depee  counteract  the  original  fabricatian  of  the 
articles,  it  would  probably  more  than  compensate 
for  this  disadvantage  in  tne  rapid  growth  of  a  col« 
lateral  branch,  which  is  of  a  nature  sooner  to  at- 
tain to  maturity.  Whoi  a  sufficient  progress  shall 
have  been  made,  the  dmwbaek  may  be  ahros^ated, 
and  by  that  time  the  domestic  supply  of  the  arti^ 
cks  to  be  printed  or  stained  wiu  have  been  ex* 
tended.  If  the  doty  of  seven  and  a  half  per  cent 
on  certain  kinds  of  cotton  goods  were  extended  to 
all  goods  of  cotton,  or  of  which  it  is  the  principal 
ntiui&rial,  it  would  probably  more  than  counter- 
balance the  effect  of  the  drawback  proposed  m 
relation  to  the  fabrication  of  the  article.  And  no 
material  objection  occurs  to  such  an  extenskm. 
The  duty,  then,  eonsidering  all  the  eixcnnstaBces 
which  attend  goods  of  this  descrtpdon,  could  not 
be  deemed  inconvenioi^  l^gfa ;  and  it  may  be 
inferred,  horn  various  causes,  tluM  the  prites  of 
them  would  st|ll  continue  nioderate^  Manufac^ 
tones  of  cotton  goods  not  kuig  stnoe  established 
at  Beverly,  in  Massachusetts,  and  at  Providence, 
in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  and  eonducled  vrith 
a  persBveianee  correqpondli^r  with:  the  patriotic 
motives  which  beffan  them,  seem  to  have  over- 
come the  first  oQstacles  to  success,  pvodueing' 
corduroys,  velverets,  fostians,*. jeans,  and  other 
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Mmilar  articl^  of  a  ^i^y  which  will  bear  a 
comparison  with  the  like  articles  brought  from 
Manchester.  The  one  at  ProTidence  has  the 
merit  of  being  the  first  in  introducing  into  the 
United  States  the  celebrated  cotton  mill,  which 
not  only  furnishes  materials  for  that  manufactory 
itself,  but  for  the  supply  of  private  families  for 
komehold  manufacture.  Other  manufactories  o( 
the  same  material,  as  regular  businesses,  hare  also 
been  bq^n  at  different  ]^aces  in  the  State  c^  C<m- 
necticut,  but  ail  upon  a  smaller  scale  than  those 
above  mentioned.  8<Hne  essays  are  also  making 
in  the  printing  and  staining  of  cotton  goods. 
There  are  several  small  establishments  <S  this 
kind  already  on  foot. 

Wool.— In  a  country  the  climate  of  which  par^ 
takes  of  so  considerable  a  proportion  c^  Winter  as 
that  of  a  great  part  of  the  United  States^  the 
woollen  branch  cannot  be  regarded  as  infenor  to 
any  which  relates  to  the  clothmg  of  the  inhabit- 
ants.   Household  manufjetetures  of  this  material 
are  carried  on,  in  different  parts  of  the  United 
States,  to  a  very  interestiBg  ^tent ;  but  there  is 
only  one  branch  which^  as  a  regular  business,  can 
be  said  to  have  acquured  maturity:  this  is  the 
making  of  hats.    Hats  c^  wool,  and  of  wool  mixed 
with  fur,  are  made  in  large  quantities  in  different 
States;  and  nothing  seems  wanting  but  an  ade- 
quate supply  of  materials  to  render  the  manufac* 
tore  commei^sorate  with  the  demand.    A  promis* 
ing  essay  towards  the  febrioation  of  cloths,  eassi- 
meres,  and  other  woollen  goods^  is  likwise  going 
on  at  Hartford,  in  Connecticut.    Specimens  <h 
the  different  kinds  vriiich  are  made,  in  the  posses- 
sicm  of  the  Secretary,  evince  that  these  fabrics 
have  attained  a  very  considerable  degree  of  per^ 
fection.    Their  quality  certainly  surfjasses  any 
thing  that  could  have  been  looked  for  in  so  short 
a  time  and  und^  so  great  disadvantages,  and  con- 
spires, with  the  scantiness  of  the  means  which 
have  been  at  the  command  of  the  directors,  to 
form  the  eulogium  of  that  public  spirit,  perseve- 
rance, and  judgment,  which  nave  bc^n  able  to  ac- 
compliah  so  much.    To  cherish  and  brine  to  ma- 
turity this  precious  embryo  must  engage  the  most 
ardent  wishes  and  proportionable  regret^  as  far  as 
the  means  or  doing  it  may  appear  difficult  or 
uncertain.    Measures  which  should  tend  to  pro- 
mote an  abundant  supply  of  wool,  of  jrood  q^ility. 
would  probably  afford  the  most  efficacious  aia 
that  present  eireumstancea  permit  To  encourage 
the  raisins  and  improving  the  breed  of  sheep  at 
home  would  certainly  be  the  most  desirable  expe- 
dient for  that  purpose  *,  but  it  may  not  be  alone 
sirfioieiit^  especially  as  it  is  yet  a  problem  whether 
our  wool  be  capable  of  such  a  degree  of  improve- 
ment as  to  renoer  it  fit  for  the  finer  fabrics.    Pre- 
miums would  pvobably-be  found  the  best  means 
of  promoting  the  domestic,  and  bounties  the  foreign 
supply ;  the  first  may  be  within  the  cempass  of 
the  institution  hereafter  to  be  submitted;  the 
last  would  require  a  specific  Legislative  provision. 
If  any  bounties  are  granted,  they  oueht,  of  course, 
t )  be  adjusted  with  an  eye  to  quauty  as  weU  as 
Quantity.   A  fund  for  this  purpose  may  be  derived 
from  the  addition  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  to 


the  present  rate  of  duty  on  carpets  and  carpeting, 
an  increase  to  which  the  nature  of  the  articles 
suggests  no  objection,  and  which  may  at  the  same 
time  fVimish  a  motive  the  more  to  ^e  fabrication 
of  them  at  home,  toward  which  some  beginnings 
have  been  made. 

SiLK.*^The  production  of  this  article  is  attend- 
ed with  great  mcilitjr  in  most  parts  of  the  United 
States.  Some  pleasing  essays  are  making  in  Con- 
necticut, as  well  toward  that  as  toward  the  ma- 
nu&cture  of  what  is  produced.  Stockings,  hand- 
kerchiefs^ ribboiM  and  buttons,  are  made,  thotag^ 
as  yet  but  in  small  ouaotities* 

A  manufoctory  of  kce,  upon  a  scale  not  very 
extensive,  has  been  long  memorable  at  Ipswich, 
in  the  State  <^  Massachusetts.  An  exemption  of 
the  material  fWnn  the  duty  which  it  now  pays  on 
importation,  and  premiums  upcna  the  produetion 
to  be  dispensed  under  the  direction  of  tne  insdtu- 
tion  before  aUnded  to,  seem  to  be  the  only  species 
of  encouragement  advisable  at  so  early  a  stage  of 
the  thing. 

Glass. — The  materiids  for  makmg  glass  aw 
found  everywhere.  In  the  United  Slatos  diereis 
no  deficiency  of  them.  The  sands  and  stones 
called  Tarso,  which  iadudes  fiinty  and  ohristaUine 
substances  generally,  and  ^  sahs  of  various  plants, 
partieulaily  of  the  se»*weed  kali  or  kelp,  consti- 
tute the  essential  in^fiedients.  An  extraordinary 
abundance  of  fuel  is  a  particular  advantage  en^ 
joyed  by  this  country  for  such  manufactures.  They, 
however,  require  large  capitals  and  involve  much 
manual  labor. 

Different  manufisictories  of  glass  are  now  on  foot 
in  the  United  States.  The  present  duly  of  twelve 
and  a  half  percent  on  all  imported  articles  of  ftlass 
amount  to  a  considerable  oicowagentent  to  moee 
manufoetories.  If  anything  in  addition  is  judged 
eligible,  the  most  proper  would  appear  to  be  a  di- 
rect bounty  on  window  s^ass  and  black  bottles. 
The  first  recommends  itself  as  an  object  of  general 
convenience ;  the  last  adds  to  that  character,  the 
circumstance  of  being  an  important  item  in  brewe- 
ries. A  complaint  is  made  of  great  deficiency  in 
this  respect. 

CKiNPownBttw^-^No  small  promss  has  been  ot 
late  made  in  the  manufaoture  of  this  very  import- 
ant article.  It  may,  indeed,  be  considered  as  al- 
ready established ;  but  its  high  importance  renders 
its  further  extension  very  ^siraUe.  The  encou- 
ragements which  it  alr^y  enjoys,  are  a  duty  of 
ten  per  cent,  on  the  foreign  rival  article,  an»an 
exemption'  of  salt-petre,  one  of  the  pi inotpal  iogre* 
dients  of  which  it  is  composed,  from  duty.  Alike 
exemption  of  sulphur,  anothef  chief  ingredient, 
would  appear  to  be  equally  proper.  No  quantity  of 
this  article  has  yet  been  produced,  flrom  internal 
sources.  The  uae  made  (^  it  in  finishing  the  bot- 
tomsof  ships,  is  an  additional  inducement  to  j^cing 
it  in  the  cfam  of  free  ffoods.  Regulations  for  the 
careful  inspection  of  the  article  would  have  a  fa- 
vorable tendency. 

pAPBn.—-Manufaetories  of  paper  are  among  those 
which  are  arrived  at  the  greatest  maturity  in  the 
United  States,  and  are  most  adequate  to  national 
supply.    TlMtt  of  paper-^iangings  is  a  branch  in 
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idiich  respectable  progress  has  been  made.  No- 
thing material  seems  wanting  to  the  further  suc- 
cess of  this  valuable  branch,  which  is  already  pro- 
tected by  a  competent  duty  on  similar  imported 
articles. 

In  the  enumeration  ot  the  several  kinds,  made 
subject  to  that  duty,  sheeting  and  cartridge  paper 
have  been  omitted.  These  being  the  most  simple 
manufactures  of  the  sort,  and  necessary  to  military 
supply,  as  well  as  ship-buildmg,  recommend  them- 
selves equally  with  those  of  other  descriptions  to  en- 
couragement, and  appear  to  be  as  fully  within  the 
compass  of  domestic  exertions. 

Printed  Books. — The  great  number  of  presses 
disseminated  throughout  the  Union,  seem  to  afford 
an  assurance  that  there  is  no  need  of  bein^  indebt- 
ed to  foreign  countries  for  the  printing  of  the  books 
which  are  used  in  the  United  Slates.  A  duty  of 
tea  per  cent,  instead  of  five,  which  is  now  charged 
upon  the  article,  would  have  a  tendency  to  aid  the 
business  internally. 

It  occurs  as  an  objection  to  this,  that  it  may  have 
aa  unfavorable  aspect  toward  literature,  by  raising 
the  nrices  of  books  in  universal  use  in  private 
families,  schools,  and  other  seminaries  of  learning. 
But  the  difference,  it  is  conceived,  would  be  with- 
out effect.  As  to  books,  which  usually  fill  the 
libraries  of  the  wealthier  classes  and  of  professional 
men,  such  an  augmentation  of  prices,  as  might  be 
occasioned  by  an  additional  duty  of  nve  per  cent 
would  be  too  little  felt  to  be  an  impediment  to  the 
acquisition. 

And  with  regard  to  books  which  may  be  specially 
imported  for  Uie  use  of  particular  Seminaries  of 
Lwning,and  of  Public  Li[>raries,a  total  exemption 
from  duty  would  be  advisable,  which  would  %^ 
far  toward  obviating  the  objection  iust  mention^. 
They  are  now  subject  to  a  duty  of  five  per  cent 
As  to  the  books  in  most  general  family  use,  the 
constancy  and  universality  of  the  demand  would 
insure  exertions  to  furnish  them  at  honte,  and  the 
means  are  completely  adequate.  It  may  also  be 
expected  ultimately,  in  this  as  in  other  cases,  that 
the  extension  of  the  domestic  manufacture  would 
conduce  to  the  cheapness  of  the  article.  It  ou^ht 
not  topass  unremarked,  that  to  encourage  the  prmt- 
ing  of^  books  is  to  encourage  the  manufacture  of 
paper. 

Refined  Sugars  and  Gbogolate — Are  among 
the  number  of  extensive  and  prosperous  domestic 
manufactures.  Drawbacks  ot  the  duties  upon  the 
materials  of  which  they  are  respectivelymade,  in 
cases  of  exportation,  would  have  a  beneficial  infiu- 
ence  upon  the  manufacture,  and  would  conform 
to  a  precedent  which  has  bcMen  already  furnished 
in  the  instance  of  molasses  on  the  exportation  of 
distilled  spirits. 

Cocoa,  the  raw  material,  now  pays  a  duty  of  one 
cent  per  Ib.^  while  chocolate,  which  is  a  prevailing 
and  very  simple  manufacture,  is  comprised  in  the 
mass  of  articles  rated  at  no  more  than  nve  per  cent 
There  would  appear  to  be  a  propriety  in  encou- 
raging the  manufiBu:tiire  by  a  somewhat  higher 
duty  on  its  foreign  rival  than  is  paid  on  the  raw 
material.  Two  cents  per  lb.  on  imported  chocolate 
would,  it  is  presumed,  be  without  inconvenience. 


The  foregoing  heads  comprise  the  most  import- 
ant of  the  several  kinds  of  manufactures,  wnich 
have  occurred  as  requiring,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
as  tnost  proper  for  puolic  encouragement ;  and  such 
measures  for  affording  it  as  have  appeared  best 
calculated  to  answer  the  end,  have  been  suggest- 
ed. The  observations  which  have  accompanied 
this  delineation  of  objects,  supercede  the  necessity 
of  many  supplementary  remarks.  One  or  two, 
however^  may  not  be  altogether  superfluous. 

Bounties  are  in  various  instances  proposed  as 
one  species  of  encouraffement  It  is  a  similar  ob* 
jection  to  them  that  they  are  difiicult  to  be  ma- 
nased  and  liable  to  frauds.  But  neither  that  diflOL- 
cuity  nor  this  danger  seems  sufficiently  great  to 
countervail  the  advantages  of  which  they  are  pro- 
ductive, when  rightly  applied.  And  it  is  presumed 
to  have  been  shown  that  they  are  in  some  cases, 

SarUcularly  in  the  infaiu:y  of  new  enterprises,  in- 
ispensable. 

it  will,  however,  be  necessary  to  guard  with  ex- 
traordinary circumspection  the  manner  of  dispens- 
ing them.  The  requisite  precautions  have  been 
thouffht  of;  but  to  enter  into  the  detail  would 
swell  this  Report  already  voluminous,  to  a  size  too 
inconvenient.  Il  the  principle  shall  not  be  deemed 
inadmissible^  the  means  of  avoiding  an  abuse  of  it 
will  not  be  likely  to  present  insurmountable  obsta- 
cles. There  are  useful  guides  from  practice  in 
other  quarters.  It  shalL  therefore,  only  be  remarked 
here,  m  relation  to  tnis  point,  that  the  bounty 
which  may  be  applied  to  the  manufacture  of  an 
article^  cannot  with  safety  extend  beyond  diose 
manufactories  at  which  the  making  of  the  article 
is  a  ref?ular  trade.  It  would  be  impossible  to  an* 
nex  adequate  precautions  to  a  bencnt  of  that  na- 
ture, if  extendcMl  to  every  private  family  in  which 
the  manufacture  was  incidentally  carried  on,  and 
its  being  a  merely  incidental  occupation,  which 
engajg;es  a  portion  of  time  that  would  otherwise  be 
lost,  it  can  be  advantageously  carried  on  without  so 
special  an  aid. 

The  posdbility  of  diminution  of  the  revenue 
may  also  present  itself  as  an  object  to  the  arrange- 
ments which  have  been  submitted.  But  there  is 
no  truth  which  may  be  more  firmly  relied  upon 
than  that  the  interests  of  the  revenue  are  promot- 
ed by  whatever  promotes  an  increase  of  national 
industry  and  wealth.  In  proportion  to  the  degree 
of  these,  is  the  capacity  of  every  country  to  con* 
tribute  to  the  pubhc  treasury ;  and  where  the  ca- 
pacity to  pay  is  increased,  or  even  is  not  decreased, 
the  only  cooisequtiice  of  measures  which  diminish 
anv  particular  resource,  is  a  change  of  the  object. 
If,  by  encouraging  the  manufacture  of  an  article  at 
home,  the  revenue  which  has  been  wont  to  accrue 
from  Its  importation  should  be  lessened,  an  indem- 
niticaticm  can  easily  be  found,  either  out  of  the 
manufacture  itself,  or  from  some  other  c^ject 
which  may  be  deemed  more  convenient  The 
measures,  however,  which  have  been  submitted, 
taken  aggregately,  will,  for  a  long  time  to  come, 
rather  au^ent  than  decrease  the  public  revenue. 
There  is  little  room  to  hope  that  the  progress 
of  manufactures  wiU  so  equally  keep  pace  with 
the  progress  of  population,  as  to  prevent  even  a 
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gradual  augmentation  of  the  product  of  the  duties 
on  imported  articles.  As,  nevertheless,  an  aboli- 
tion in  some  instances,  and  a  reduction  in  others 
of  duties  which  have  been  pledged  for  the  Public 
Debt  is  proposed,  it  is  essential  that  it  should  be 
accompanied  with  a  competent  substitute.  In  or- 
der to  this,  it  is  requisite  that  all  the  additional 
duties  which  shall  be  laid,  be  appropriated  in  the 
first  instance,  to  replace  all  defalcations  which  may 
proceed  from  any  such  abolition  or  diminution.  It 
IS  evident,  at  first  glance,  that  they  will  not  only 
be  adequate  to  this,  but  will  yield  a  considera- 
ble surplus.    This  surplus  will  serve, 

1st.  To  constitute  a  fund  for  paying  the  boun- 
ties which  shall  have  been  decreed. 

2d.  To  constitute  a  fund  for  the  operations  of  a 
Board  to  be  established,  for  promoting  arts,  agri- 
culture, manufactures  and  commerce.  Of  this 
institution,  difierent  intimations  have  been  given 
in  the  course  of  this  Report.  An  outline  of  a  plan 
for  it  shall  now  be  submitted. 

Let  a  certain  annual  sum  be  set  apart,  and  placed 
under  the  management  of  Commissioners,  not  less 
than  three,  to  consist  of  certain  officers  in  the  Go- 
vernment and  their  successors  in  office.  Let  these 
Commissioners  be  empowered  to  apply  the  fund 
confided  to  them  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the 
emigration  of  artists  and  manufacturers  in  particu- 
lar branches  of  extraordinary  importance^  to  in- 
duce the  prosecution  and  introduction  of  useful 
discoveries,  inventions  and  improvements,  by  pro- 
portionate rewards,  judiciously  held  out  and  ap- 
plied, to  encourage  by  premiums,  both  honorable 
and  lucrative,  the  exertions  of  individuals,  and  of 
classes,  in  relation  to  the  several  objects  tney  are 
charg^  with  promoting,  and  to  afford  such  other 
aids  to  those  olnecte.  as  may  be  generally  designat- 
ed by  law.  The  Commissioners  to  render  to  the 
Legislature  an  annual  account  of  their  transactions 
and  disbursements ;  and  all  such  sums  as  shall  not 
have  be  enapplied  to  the  purposes  of  their  trust,  at 
the  end  of  every  three  years,  to  revert  to  the  Trea- 
sury. It  may  also  be  enjoined  upon  them  not  to  draw 
out  the  money,  but  for  the  purpose  of  some  specific 
disbursement.  It  may  moreover  be  of  use,  to  au- 
thorize them  to  receive  voluntary  contributions ; 
making  it  their  duty  to  apply  them  to  the  particu- 
lar objects  for  which  they  may  have  been  made, 
if  any  shall  have  been  designated  by  the  donors. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  progress  of 

g articular  manufactures  has  been  much  retarded 
y  the  want  of  skilful  workmen.  And  it  often 
happens  that  the  capitals  employed  are  not  equal  to 
the  purposes  of  bringing  from  abroad  workmen  of 
a  superior  kind.  Here,  in  cases  worthy  of  it,  the 
auxiliary  agency  of  GJovemment  would  in  all  pro- 
bability be  useful.  There  are  also  valuable  work- 
men in  every  branch,  who  are  prevented  from 
emigrating  by  the  want  of  means.  Occasional 
aids  to  such  persons,  properly  administered,  might 
be  a  source  of  valuable  acquisitions  to  the  country. 
The  propriety  of  stimulating  by  rewards  the 
invention  and  introduction  of  useful  improve- 
ments, is  admitted  without  difficulty.  But  the 
success  of  attempts  in  this  way  must  evidently 
depend  much  on  the  manner  of  conducting  them. 
2(1  Con.— 34 


It  is  probable,  that  the  placing  of  the  dispei^tion 
of  those  rewards  under  some  proper  discretionary 
direction,  where  they  may  be  accompani^  by  col- 
lateral expedients,  will  serve  to  give  them  the 
surest  efficacy.  It  seems  impracticable  to  appor- 
tion by  general  rules,  specific  compensatiqtis  for  dis- 
coveries of  unknown  and  disproportionate  utility. 
The  great  use  which  may  be  made  of  a  fund  of 
this  nature  to  procure  and  import  foreign  improve- 
ments is  particularly  obvious.  Among  these,  the 
article  ofmachines  would  form  a  most  important 
item. 

The  operation  and  utility  of  premiums  have  been 
adverted  to,  toother  witn  the  advantages  which 
have  resulted  irom  their  dispensation,  under  the 
direction  of  certain  public  and  private  societies. 
Of  this,  some  experience  has  been  had  in  the  in- 
stance of  the  Pennsylvania  Society  for  the  Pro- 
motion of  Manufieu;tures  and  Usef\il  Arts ;  but  the 
funds  of  that  association  have  been  too  contracted 
to  produce  more  than  a  very  small  portion  of  the 
fi;ood  to  which  the  principles  of  it  would  have  led. 
It  may  confidently  be  affirmed  that  there  is  scarcely 
anything  which  has  been  devised,  better  calculated 
to  excite  a  general  spirit  of  improvement  than  the 
institutions  of  this  nature.  They  are  truly  invalu- 
able. 

In  countries  where  there  is  great  private  wealth, 
much  may  be  effected  by  the  voluntary  contribu- 
tions of  patriotic  individuals ;  but  in  a  community 
situated  like  that  of  the  United  States,  the  public 
purse  must  supply  the  deficiency  of  private  re- 
source. In  what  can  it  be  so  useful,  as  in  promoting 
and  im  province  the  efforts  of  industry? 
All  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 
Secretary  of  ^  Treamtry, 


THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Tai  SscmxTAaT  of  Statk,  to  whom  was  refenred  by 
&e  Prbsidbht  ot  thi  Uititeb  Stitss  the  resolution 
of  Congress  requesting  the  President  **  to  cause  an  esti- 
mate to  be  laid  before  Congrev,  at  their  next  seasioiiy 
of  the  quantity  and  iitaationof  the  lands  not  claimed 
by  the  Indians,  nor  granted  to  nor  claimed  by  any 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  witiiin  the  Territoiy 
ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  and  within  the  Tezxitoiy  of  the  United 
Statea  Noithweet  of  the  river  Ohio/'  makes  theveon 
the  ^[lUowiBg  Report : 

The  Territory  ceded  by  the  State  of  North  Ca- 
rolina to  the  United  States,  by  deed  bearing  date 
the  25th  day  of  February^  1790,  is  bounded  as  fol- 
lows^ to  wit :  Beginning  in  the  boundary  between 
Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  that  is  to  say,  in  the 
parallel  of  latitude  36  degrees  30  minutes  north* 
from  the  Equator,  on  the  extreme  he^ht  of  the 
Stone  Mountain^  where  the  said  boundary  or  pa- 
rallel intersects  it,  and  running  thence,  along  the 
said  extreme  height,  to  the  place  where  Wataugo 
river  breaks  througn  it ;  thence,  a  direct  course  to 
the  top  of  the  Yellow  Mountain,  where  Bright's 
road  crosses  the  same ;  thence,  along  the  ridge  of 
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the  8^d  mountain,  between  the  waters  of  Doe 
river  and  the  waters  of  Rock  creek,  to  the  place 
where  t|ie  road  crosses  the  Iron  Mountain ;  from 
thence,  «dong  the  extreme  height  of  said  moun- 
tain, to  where  Noiichuckey  river  runs  through  the 
same ;  thence  to  the  top  of  the  Bald  Mountain ; 
thence,  along  the  extreme  height  of  the  said  moun- 
tain, to  the  Painted  Rock,  or  French  Broad  river ; 
thence,  along  the  highest  ridge  of  the  said  moun- 
tain, to  the  place  where  it  is  called  the  Great  Iron 
or  Smoky  Mountain ;  thence,  along  the  extreme 
height  ot  the  said  mountain^  to  the  place  where  it 
48  caUed  the  Unaka  Mountam,  between  the  Indian 
towns  of  Cowee  and  Old  Chota ;  thence,  alone  the 
main  ridge  of  the  said  mountain,  tp,  the  soutnem 
boundary  of  the  said  State  of  North  Carolina,  that 
is  to  say,  to  the  parallel  of  latitude  35  degrees 
north  from  the  Elquator ;  thence,  westwardly,  along 
the  said  boundary  or  parallel,  to  the  middle  of  the 
river  Mississipju ;  thence,  up  the  middle  of  said 
river,  to  where  it  is  intersected  b]^  the  first-men- 
tioned parallel  of  36  degrees  30  minutes ;  thence, 
along  the  said  parallel,  to  the  beginning :  which 
tract  of  country  is  a  d^ree  and  a  half  of  latitude 
iiom  north  to  south,  and  about  three  hundred  and 
sixty  miles,  in  general,  from  east  to  west,  as  near- 
ly as  may  be  estimated  from  such  maps  as  exist 
of  that  cpuntry. 

The  Indians  havincr  clain^  within  the  said  tract 
of  country  are  the  Uherokees  and  Chickasaws, 
whose  boundaries  are  settled  by  the  Treaties  of 
Hopewell,  concluded  with  the  Cherokees  on  the 
^8th  day  of  November,  1785,  and  with  the  Chicka- 
saws on  the  10th  day  of  January,  1786,  and  by  the 
Treaty  of  Holston,  concluded  with  the  Cherokees, 
July  2, 1791.  These  treaties  acknowledge  to  the 
said  Indians  all  the  lands  westward  and  southward 
of  the  foUowi^lines,  to  wit :  Beginning  in  the 
boundary  beti^en  South  and  North  Carolina, 
where  the  South  Carolina  Indian  boundary  strikes 
the  same  5  thence,  north,  to  a  point  from  which  a 
line  is  to  be  extended  to  the  river  Clinch,  that 
shall  pass  the  Holston,  at  the  ridge  which  divides 
'the  waters  running  into  Little  river  from  those 
<ranning  into  the  Tennessee ;  thence,  up  the  river 
Clinch,  to  Campbell's  line,  aad,  along  tie  sane,  to 
the  top  of  the  CiimhevkAd  Mountain ;  theooe,  in  a 
direct  course,  toward  the  Cumberland  river,  where 
the  Kentucky  road  crosses  it.  as  far  as  the  Vir- 
ginia line,  or  parallel,  aforesaia.  of  36  degrees  and 
90  minutes ;  thence,  westwaraly,  or  eastwardly, 
as  the  ease  shall  be.  along  the  said  line  or  parallel, 
to  the  point  thereof,  which  is  due  nmrtheant  from 
another  point  to  be  taken  on  the  dividing  rid^  of 
•Cumberland  and  Duck  rivers,  forty  mdes  irom 
Nashville  y  thence  southwest,  to  the  point  last  men- 
tioned^ on  the  said  dividing  ridge,  and  along  the 
said  dividing  ridge  northwestwardly,  to  where  it 
is  intersected  by  the  said  Virginia  line  or  parallel 
of  36  decrees  30  minutes.  So  that  there  remained 
to  the  United  States  the  right  of  pre-emption  of 
the  lands  westward  and  southward  of  the  said 
lines,  and  the  absolute  right  to  those  northward 
thereof,  that  is  to  say,  to  oue  parcel  to  the  east- 
ward, somewhat  triangular,  comprehending  the 
counties  of  Sullivan  and  Washington,  and  parts  | 


of  those  of  Greene  and  Hawkins,  running  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  east  to  west,  on 
the  Virginia  boundary  as  its  base,  and  between 
eighty  and  ninety  miles  from  north  to  south  where 
broadest,  and  containing,  as  may  be  conjectured, 
without  pretending  to  accuracy,  between  seven 
and  eight  thousand  square  miles,  or  about  ^re 
millions  of  acres :  And  to  one  other  parcel,  to  the 
westward,  somewhat  triangular  also,  comphehend- 
ing  parts  of  the  counties  of  Sumner,  Davidson, 
and  Tennessee,  the  base  whereof  extends  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  also,  from  east  to  west, 
on  the  same  Virginia  line,  and  its  height  from 
north  to  south  about  fifty-five  miles,  and  so  may 
comprehend  about  four  thousand  square  miles,  or 
upwards  of  two  and  a  half  millions  of  acres  of 
land. 

Within  these  triangles,  however,  are  the  fol- 
lowing claims  of  citizens,  reserved  by  the  deed  of 
cession,  and  consequently  forming  exceptions  to 
the  riffuts  of  the  United  States : 

L  Appropriations  by  the  State  of  North  Caro- 
lina for  their  Continental  and  State  officers  and 
soldiers. 

II.  Grants  and  titles  to  grants  vested  in  indi- 
viduals by  the  laws  of  the  State. 

III.  Entries  made  in  Armstrong's  office,  under 
an  act  of  that  Slate,  of  1783,  for  the  redemption 
of  specie  and  other  certificates. 

The  claims  covered  by  the  first  reservation 
are — 

1st.  The  bounties  in  land  ^iren  by  the  said 
State  of  North  Carolina  to  their  Cpntinental  line, 
in  addition  to  those  ffiven  by  Congress.  These 
were  to  be  located  within  a  district  funded  north- 
wardly by  the  Virginia  line^  and  southwardly  by 
a  line  parallel  thereto,  and  fifty-five  miles  distant; 
westwardly  by  the  Tennessee  j  and  eastwardly^  by 
the  meridian  of  the  intersection  of  the  Virginia 
line  and  Cumberland  river.  Grants  have  accord- 
ingly issued  for  1,239,498  acres,  and  warrants  for 
the  further  quantity  of  1,549^726  acres,  making, 
together,  2,789,224  acres. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  southwestern  and  south- 
eastern angles  of  this  district,  constituting  perhaps 
a  fourth  or  fifUi  of  the  whole,  are  soum  of  the 
lines  established  by  the  treaties  of  Hopewell  and 
Holston,  and  consequently  in  a  country  wherein 
the  Indian  title  is  acknowledged  and  g^uaranteed 
by  the  United  States.  No  information  is  received 
of  the  exact  proportion  of  the  locations  made  with- 
in these  angles. 

2d.  Bounties  in  land  to  Evans's  battalion,  raised 
for  State  purposes.  These  were  to  be  taken  west 
of  Cumberland  Mountain.  The  locations  are  not 
yet  made. 

The  second  reservation  covers  the  following 
claims: 

1.  Lands  for  the  Surveyor  General's  fees  for 
laying  out  the  military  bounties,  to  be  located  in 
the  military  district.  The  srants  already  issued 
on  this  account  amount  to  30,203  acres. 

2.  Grants  to  Isaac  Shelby)  Anthony  Bledsoe, 
and  Absalom  Tatum,  Commissioners  tor  laying 
out  the  military  bounties ;  and  to  guards,  chain* 
carriers,  markers,  and  hunters,  who  attended  them 
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already  issued  to  the  amotmt  of  65,932  acres,  lo^ 
€ated  m  the  mtlttary  district. 

3.  Entries  in  Washington  county,  amounting 
to  746,362i  aei«8 ;  for  214^541)  of  which,  grants 
have  already  issiied.  Of  tae  remaining  531,821^ 
acres,  a  considerable  proportion  were  declared  void 
by  the  laws  of  the  State,  and  were  pertieularly 
excluded  from  the  cover  of  the  reservation  in  the 
deed  of  cession  oy  this  clause  in  it,  to  wit :  ''  Pro- 
mded^  That  nothing  herein  oonlaiaed  shall  extend, 
or  be  ccmstrued  to  extend,  to  the  making  good  any 
mitry  or  entries,  or  any  grant  or  grants,  heretofore 
declared  void  by  any  act  or  acts  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  this  State*"  Still  it  is  to  be  consid- 
ered that  many  of  these  persons  have  settled  and 
improved  the  knds,  are  willing,  as  is  said,  to  com- 
ply with  such  conditions  as  shall  be  required  of 
other  purchasers,  form  a  strong  barrier  on  the  new 
fiK»ntier  acquired  by  the  treaty  of  Holston,  and 
are,  therefore,  objects  meriting  the  consideration 
of  the  Legislature. 

i.  Entries  in  Sullivan  county,  amounting  to 
240,624  acres ;  for  173,332  acres  of  which  grants 
have  ^already  issued.  Of  the  remaining  entries, 
many  are  certiied  void,  and  others  understood  to 
be  lapsed,  or  otherwise  voidable  under  the  laws 
of  the  State. 

-  5.  Certain  pre-emption  rights,  granted  to  the 
first  settlers  of  Davidson  comity,  on  Cumberland 
river,  amouating  to  306,760.  acres. 

6.  A  grant  of  2(^,000  acres  to  Richard  Hender- 
son and  others,  on  Powel's  and  Clinch's  rivers, 
axtending  up  Powel's  river  in  a  breadth  of  not 
less  than  four  miles,  and  down  Clinch's  from  their 
junction  in  a  breadth  not  less  than  twelve  miles. 
A  great  part  of  this  is  within  the  Indian  territory. 

Amon^  the  grants  of  the  Slate  now  under  re- 
capitulation, as  forming  exceptions  out  of  the  ab- 
aolote  riffbts  of  the  United  States,  are  not  to  be 
reekooed  here  two  grants  of  2,000  each  to  Alex- 
ander Martin  and  David  Wilson,  adjacent  to  the 
lands  allotted  to  the  officers  and  soldien ;  nor  a  erant 
of  25,000  acres  on  Duck  river  to  the  late  Major 
General  Greene ;  because  they  are  wholly  within 
the  Indian  territory,  as  acknowledged  by  the  trea- 
ties of  Hopewell  and  Holston. 

The  extent  of  the  third  reservation  in  favor  of 
tyatries  made  in  Armstrong's  office  is  not  yet  en- 
tirely known,  nor  can  be  until  the  20th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1792,  the  last  day  giv^i  for  perfecting  them. 
The  sum  of  certificates,  however,  which  had  been 

Slid  for  these  warrants  into  the  Treasury  of  the 
tate^  before  the  20th  day  of  May,  1790,  reaches, 
in  all  probability,  near  to  their  whole  amount. 
This  was  £373,649  6s.  5d.  ourreney  of  that  State, 
and,  at  the  price  of  £10  the  hundi«d  acres,  estab- 
lished by  law,  shows  that  warrants  had  issued  for 
3,736,493  aeres.  For  1,762,660  acres  of  these,  grants 
have  passed,  which  appaar  to  have  been  located 
partly  in  the  counties  of  Greene  and  Hawkins, 
uid  partly  in  the  country  from  thence  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi, as  divided  into  £laater%  Middle,  and  West- 
ern Districts.  Almost  the  whole  of  these  locations 
are  within  the  Indian  territory.  Besides  the  war- 
rants paid  for  as  before  mentioned,  it  is  knowq 
that  there  are  some  others  outstanding  aiid  not 


paid  for ;  but,  perhaps,  these  need  n<^  be  taken  into 
account,  as  payment  of  them  has  been  disputed, 
on  the  ground  that  the  lands  being  within  the  In- 
dian territory,  cannot  now  be  delivered  to  the 
holders  of  the  warrants. 

On  a  review  of  all  the  reservations,  after  mak- 
ing such  conjectural  allowance  as  our  inibrma- 
tion  authorizes,  for  the  }>roportion  of  them,  whiek 
may  be  within  the  Indian  boundaries,  it  appeals 
nroiNible  they  cover  all  the  ceded  lands  suscepti- 
ble of  culture  and  cleared  of  the  Indian  title,  that 
is  to  say,  all  the  habitable  jparts  of  the  two  triangles 
before  mentioned,  excepting^  only  the  lands  soulh 
of  French  Broad  and  Big  ri^^eon  rivers.  Theae 
were  part  of  the  tract  appropriated  by  the  laws  of 
the  State  to  the  use  ot  the  Indians,  whose  title 
being  purchased  at  the  late  treaty  of  Holston,  they 
are  now  free  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  United  Staites, 
and  are  probably  the  only  lands  c^en  to  their  dis- 
posal within  this  Southwestern  TerriKMry  which 
can  excite  the  attention  of  purchasers.  They  are 
supposed  to  amount  to  about  300,000  acres,  and 
we  are  told  that  three  hundred  faviilies  have  al- 
ready set  down  upon  them  without  right  or  li- 
cense. 

The  territory  of  the  United  States  Northwest  ef 
the  Ohio  is  bounded  on  the  south  by  that  rivei^ 
on  the  east  by  Pennsylvania,  on  the  north  awl 
west  by  the  lines  which  divide  the  United  States 
from  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain  and  Spain. 

The  part  of  this  territory  occupied  by  Indimis 
is  north  and  west  of  the  following  lines,  estidilish- 
ed  with  the  Wyandots,  Delawares,  Chiimewas, 
and  Ottawas,  by  the  treaty  of  Fort  Mcintosh,  and 
with  the  Shawanesejby  that  of  the  Great  Miami,  to 
wit :  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  the  Cuyahoga,  and 
running  up  the  river  to  the  portage  between  that 
and  the  Tuscaroras  branch  of  the  Muskingum  \ 
then  down  the  said  l»aDoh  to  the  forks  at  the  crose- 
ing  place  above  Fort  Lawrence ;  then  westwardly, 
towards  the  portage  of  the  Bi£  Miami,  to  tiue 
main  branch  of  that  river ;  then  down  the  Miami 
to  the  fork  o£  that  nver  next  below  the  Old  Fort 
which  was  taken  by  the  French  in  1752 ;  thenoe 
due  west  to  the  river  De  la  Pause,  and  down  that 
river  to  the  Wabash.  So  far,  the  lines  are  psi- 
cisely  defined,  and  the  whole  country  southward 
of  these  lines  and  eastward  <^  the  Wabash  cleared 
of  the  claims  of  those  Indiana,  as  it  is  also  of  those 
of  the  Pottawatomies  and  Sacs  by  the  treaty  of 
Muskingum.  How  far  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Waba^  the  southern  boundary  of  the  Indians  has 
been  defined  we  know  not.  It  is  only  understood, 
in  general  that  their  title  to  the  lower  country, 
between  that  river  and  the  Illinois,  has  been  for- 
merly extinguished  by  the  French  while  in  their 
possMion.  As  to  that  country,  then,  and  what 
lies  still  beyond  the  Illinois,  it  would  seem  ex^ 
dient  that  nothing  be  done  until  a  fair  ascertaui- 
ment  of  boundary  can  take  place  by  mutual  con- 
sent between  us  and  the  Indians  interested. 

The  country  within  the  Wabaah,  the  Indian 
line  before  described,  the  Pennsylvania  line,  and 
the  Ohio,  contains,  on  a  loose  estimate,  about 
55.000  square  mdies,  or  35/XMMM)0  of  acres. 

During  the  JUtish  govenment,  great  numbera 
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of  peraons  had  formed  themselves  m  companies, 
imder  difierent  names,  such  as  the  Ohio,  the  Wa- 
bash, the  Illinois,  the  Mississippi,  or  Vandalia 
Companies,  and  had  covered  with  their  applica- 
tions a  great  part  ol  this  territory.  Some  of  them 
had  obtained  orders^  on  certain  conditions,  which, 
havine  never  been  fulfilled,  their  titles  were  never 
completed  by  grants ;  others  were  only  in  a  state 
of  negotiation  when  the  British  authority  was  dis- 
continued. Some  of  these  chiims  being  already 
under  a  special  reference,  by  order  of  Congress,  and 
all  of  them  probably  fiedling  under  the  operation 
of  the  same  principles,  they  will  not  be  noticed  in 
thepresent  Report. 
The  claims  of  citizens  to  be  here  stated  will  be — 

I.  Those  reserved  to  the  States  by  their  deeds 
of  cession. 

II.  Those  which  have  arisen  under  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  themselves. 

Under  the  first  head  presents  itself  the  tract  of 
country  from  the  completion  of  the  41st  degree  to 
42  degrees  2  minutes  of  north  latitude,  and  extend- 
ing from  the  Pennsylvania  line  before  mentioned 
one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  westward,  not  men- 
tioned in  the  deed  of  Connecticut,  while  all  the 
country  westward  thereof  was  mentioned  to  be 
ceded.  About  two  and  a  half  millions  of  acres  of 
this  may,  perhaps,  be  without  the  Indian  lines  be- 
fore mentioned. 

1.  A  reservation  in  the  deed  of  Virginia  of  the 
possessions  and  titles  of  the  French  and  Canadian 
inhabitants,  and  other  settlers  of  the  Kaskaskias, 
St.  Vincennes,  and  the  neighboring  villa^,  who 
had  professed  themselves  citizens  of  Virginia, 
which  rights  have  been  settled  by  an  act  of  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  entitled  ^  An  act  for 
muting  lands  to  the  inhabitants  and  settlers  at 
Vincennes  and  the  Illinois  country,  in  the  Terri- 
tory Northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and  for  confirming 
them  in  their  possessions."  These  lands  are  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  several  villages. 

2.  A  reservation  in  the  same  deed  of  a  quantity, 
not  exceeding  150,000  acres  of  land,  for  General 
QeoTfe  Rogers  Clark,  and  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  his  regiment,  who  were  at  the  reduction  of 
Kaskaskias  and  St.  Vincennes,  to  be  laid  off  in 
such  place,  on  the  northwest  side  of  the  Ohio,  as 
a  majority  of  the  officers  should  choose.  They 
chose  they  should  be  laid  ofi"  on  the  river  adjacent 
to  the  rapids,  which  accordingly  has  been  done. 

3.  A  reservation  in  the  same  deed,  of  lands  be- 
tween the  Sciota  and  Little  Miami,  to  make  up  to 
the  Virginia  troops  on  Continental  establishment 
the  quantity  which  the  good  lands  in  their  southern 
allotment  miffht  fall  short  of  the  bounties  given 
them  by  the  hiws  of  that  State.  By  a  statement 
of  the  16th  September,  1788,  it  appears  that 
724,045}  acres  had  been  surveyed  for  them  on  the 
southeastern  side  of  the  Ohio;  that  1,395,385^ 
acres  had  been  surveved  on  the  northwestern  side; 
that  warrants  for  649,649  acres  more,  to  be  laid  off 
on  the  same  side  of  the  river,  were  in  the  hands 
ai  the  Surveyor,  and  it  was  supposed  there  might 
still  be  some  few  warrants  not  yet  presented ;  so 
that  this  reservation  may  be  stated  at  2^045,034^ 
acres,  or  perhaps  some  small  matter  more. 


III.  The  claims  of  individual  citizens,  derived 
from  the  United  States  themselves,  are  the  fol- 
lowing : 

1.  Those  of  the  Continental  Army,  founded  on 
the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  September  16, 1776, 
August  12,  and  September  30, 1780,  and  fixed  by 
the  ordinance  of  May  20, 1785.  The  resolution  (n 
October  22^  1787,  and  the  supplementary  ordi- 
nance of  July  9,  1788,  in  the  seven  raiM^  of 
townships,  begiiming  at  a  point  on  the  Ohio,  due 
north  from  the  western  termination  of  a  line  then 
lately  run,  as  the  southern  boundary  of  Pennsyl> 
vania ;  or,  in  a  second  tract  of  1,000,000  of  acr^ 
bounded  east  by  the  seventh  range  of  the  said 
townships,  south  by  the  lands  of  Cutler  and  Sar- 
gent, north  hj  an  extension  of  the  northern  bound- 
ary of  the  said  townships,  and  going  towards  the 
west  so  far  as  to  include  the  above  quantity ;  or, 
lastly,  in  a  third  tract  of  country,  beginning  at  the 
moutn  of  the  Ohio,  and  running  up  the  river  Mis- 
sissippi to  the  river  Au  Vause;  thence  up  the 
same  till  it  meets  a  west  line  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Little  Wabash ;  thence  along  that  line  to  the 
Great  Wabash ;  thence  down  the  same  and  the 
Ohio  to  the  beginning.  The  sum  total  of  the  said 
military  claims  is  l,Sl^800  acres. 

2.  Those  ofthe  individuals  who  made  purchases 
of  land  at  New  York,  within  the  said  seven  ranges 
of  townships,  according  to  the  resolutions  of  Con- 
gress of  April  21,  1787,  and  the  supplementary 
ordinance  of  July  9,  17S8 ;  wf^ich  claims  amount 
to  150,896  acres. 

3.  The  purchase  of  one  million  and  a  half  acres 
of  land  by  Cutler  and  Sargent,  on  behalf  of  cer- 
tain individuals  associated  under  the  name  of  the 
Ohio  Company.  This  begins  where  the  Ohio  is 
intersected  by  the  western  boundary  of  the  seventh 
range  of  townships^  and  runs  due  north  on  that 
boundary  1,306  chains  and  25  links ;  thence,  due 
west,  to  the  western  boundary  of  the  seventeenth 
ran^e  of  townships;  thence,  due  south,  to  the 
Ohio,  and  up  that  river  to  the  beginning;  the 
whole  area  containing  1,781,760  acres  of  land, 
whereof  281,760  acres,  consisting  of  various  lots 
and  townships,  are  reserved  to  the  United  States. 

4.  The  purchase  by  the  same  Cutler  and  Sai- 
nt, on  behalf  also  of  themselves  and  others, 
his  begins  at  the  northeastern  angle  of  the  tract 

of  their  purchase  before  described,  and  runs  due 
north  to  the  northern  boundary  of  the  tenth  town- 
ship from  the  Ohio;  thence,  due  west  to  the 
Scioto ;  thence,  down  the  same,  and  up  tne  Ohio, 
to  the  southwestern  angle  of  the  said  purchase 
before  described,  and  along  the  western  and  north- 
em  boundaries  thereof  to  the  beginning;  the  whole 
area  containing  4,901,480  acres  of  land;  out  of 
which,  however,  Ave  lots,  to  wit:  Nos.  8, 11, 16, 26, 
and  29,  of  every  township  of  six  miles  square,  are 
retained  by  the  United  States,  and  out  of  the 
whole  are  retained  the  three  townships  of  Gnaden- 
hutten,  Schoenbrun,  and  Salem ;  and  certain  lands 
around  them,  as  will  be  hereafter  mentioned. 

5.  The  purchase  of  John  Cleves  Symmea. 
bounded  on  the  west  by  the  Great  Miami ;  on  the 
south  by  the  Ohio ;  on  the  east  by  a  line  which  is 
to  begin  on  the  bank  of  the  Ohio,  twenty 
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from  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Miami,  as  measured 
aloDff  the  several  courses  of  the  Ohio,  and  to  run 
parallel  with  the  general  course  of  the  said  Great 
Miami ;  and  on  the  north  hy  an  east  and  west  line 
so  run  as  to  include  1,000,000  of  acres  in  the  whole 
area,  whereof  five  lots,  numbered  as  before  men- 
tioned, are  reserved  out  of  every  township  by  the 
United  States.  - 

It  is  suggested  that  this  purchaser,  under  color 
of  a  first  and  larger  proposition  to  the  Board  of 
Treasury,  lyhich  was  never  closed,  (but,  pending 
that  proposition,)  sold  sundry  parcels  of  land  be- 
tween his  eastern  boundary,  before  mentioned, 
and  the  Little  Miami,  and  that  the  purchasers 
have  settled  thereon.  If  these  siufgestions  prove 
true,  the  settlers  will  perhaps  be  thought  to  merit 
the  favor  of  the  Legislature,  as  purchasers  for 
valuable  consideration,  and  without  notice  of  the 
defect  of  title. 

The  contracts  for  lands,  which  were  at  one 
time  under  consideration  with  Messrs.  Flint  and 
Parker,  and  with  Colonel  Morgan,  were  never  so 
fiur  prosecuted  as  to  brin^  either  party  under  any 
obligation.  All  proceedmgs  thereon  were  disccm- 
tinued  at  a  very  early  sta^e,  and  it  is  supposed  that 
no  further  views  exist  with  any  other  party.  These, 
therefore,  are  not  to  be  enumerated  among  ex- 
isting claims. 

6.  Three  townships  were  reserved  by  the  ordi- 
nance of  May  20, 1785,  adjacent  to  Lake  Erie,  for 
refugees  from  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  and  for 
other  purposes,  according  to  resolutions  of  Con- 
gress, made  or  to  be  made  on  that  subject.  These 
would,  of  course,  contain  69^120  acres. 

7.  The  same  ordinance  of  May  20, 1785,  appro- 

Eriated  the  three  towns  of  Gnadenhutten,  Schoen- 
run,  and  Salem,  on  the  Muskingum,  for  the 
Christian  Indians  formerly  settled  there,  or  the 
remains  of  that  Society,  with  the  grounas  round 
about  them ;  and  the  quantity  of  the  said  circum- 
jacent pounds,  for  each  of  the  said  towns,  was 
determmed  by  the  resolution  of  Congress,  of  Sep- 
tember 3, 1788,  to  be  so  much  as,  with  the  plat  of 
its  respective  town,  would  make  up  4,000  acres ; 
so  that  three  towns  and  their  circumjacent  lands 
were  to  amount  to  12,000  acres.  This  reservation 
was  accordingly  made  out  of  the  larse  purchase  of 
Cutler  and  Sargent,  which  comprehended  them. 
The  Indians,  however,  for  whom  the  reservation 
was  made,  have  chosen  to  emigrate  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  United  States,  so  that  the  lands 
reserved  for  them  still  remain  to  the  United 
States. 

On  the  whole,  it  appears  that  the  United  States 
may  rightfully  dispose  of  all  the  lands  between 
the  WalMish  and  the  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  the 
forty-first  parallel  of  latitudes  and  the  Indian  lines 
described  m  the  treaties  of  the  Great  Miami^  and 
Fort  Mcintosh,  with  exceptions  only  of  the  rights 
saved  by  the  deed  of  cession  of  Virginia,  and  o?  all 
rights  l^lly  derived  from  the  Government  of  the 
United  States;  and,  supposing  the  part  south  of 
the  Indian  lines  to  contain,  as  before  conjectured, 
about  35,000,000  of  acres,  and  that  the  claims  or 
citizens  before  enumerated  may  amouiit  to  be- 
tween 13,000,000  and  14,000,000,  there  remains  at 


the  disposal  of  the  United  States  upwards  of 
21,000.000  of  acres  in  this  northwestern  quarter. 

Ana  thoueh  the  want  of  actual  surveys  of  some 
parts,  and  of  a  general  delineation  of  the  whole  on 
paper,  so  as  to  exhibit  to  the  eye  the  locationa, 
forms,  and  relative  positions  of  the  rights  before 
described,  may  prevent  our  forming  a  well-defined 
idea  of  tnem  at  this  distance,  yet.  on  the  spot, 
these  difficulties  exist  but  in  a  small  degree.    The 
individuals  there  employed  in  the  detaus  of  buy- 
iuj^,  selling,  and  locating,  possess  local  informations 
ofthe  parts  which  concern  them,  so  as  to  be  aUe 
to  keep  clear  of  each  other's  rights ;  or,  if  in  some 
intances  a  conflict  of  claims  should  arise,  from  any 
want  of  certainty  in  their  definition,  a  local  Judge 
wiU  doubtless  be  provided  to  decide  them  without 
delay,  at  least  provisionally.    Time,  instead  ol 
clearing  up  these  uncertainties,  will  cloud  them 
the  more,  by  the  death  or  removal  of  witnesseiL, 
the  disappearance  of  lines  and  marks,  change  of 
parties,  and  other  casualties. 

TH.  JEFFERSON, 

Secretary  oj  8taU, 

November  8, 1791. 


OBTAINING  FRESH  FROM  SALT  WATER. 

The  SicaiTAav  of  Stati,  to  whom  was  Tefenredbjr 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  &e  United  8tatea» 
the  petition  of  Jacob  laaacks,  of  Newport,  in  Rhode 
Island,  has  examined  into  the  truth  and  importance 
of  the  allegations  therein  set  forth,  and  makes  there* 
on  the  following  Report : 

The  petition  set^  forth,  that,  by  various  experi- 
ments, with  considerable  labor  and  expense,  fa«i 
has  discovered  a  method  of  converting  salt  water 
into  fresh,  in  the  proportion  of  ei^ht  pints  out  of 
ten,  by  a  process  so  simfde  that  it  may  be  per- 
formed on  board  of  vessels  at  sea^  by  the  commoa 
iron  caboose,  (with  small  alteration,)  by  the  same 
fire  and  in  the  same  time  which  is  used  for  cock- 
ing the  ship's  provisions;  and  offers  to  coBver  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  a  faitnful 
account  of  his  art,  or  secret,  to  be  used  by  or 
within  the  United  States,  on  their  giving  to  him 
a  reward  suitable  to  the  importance  of  the  dis- 
covery, and,  in  the  opinion  of  Government,  ade- 
quate to  his  ezpHsnses  and  the  time  he  has  devoted 
to  the  bringing  it  into  effect. 

In  order  to  ascertain  the  merit  of  the  petition- 
er's discovery,  it  becomes  necessary  to  examiae 
the  advances  already  made  in  the  art  of  convert- 
inff  salt  water  into  iresh. 

Liord  Bacon,  to  whom  the  world  is  indebted  for 
the  first  germs  of  so  many  branches  of  sciencei 
had  observed,  that,  with  a  heat  suoffiicient  for  dis- 
tillatiouj  salt  will  not  rise  in  vapor,  and  that  salt 
water  distilled,  is  fresh.  And  it  would  seem  that 
all  mankind  might  have  oWrved,  that  the  eartk 
is  supplied  with  fresh  water  chiefly  by  ezhalatioa 
from  the  sea,  which  is  in  fact  an  insensible  distil- 
lation efiected  by  the  heat  of  the  sun.  Yet  tkisi 
though  the  most  obvious,  was  not  the  first  idea  in 
the  essays  for  convertinf^  salt  water  into  freak 
Filtration  was  tried  in  vam,  and  congeiation  could 
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b6  resorted  to  <mly  in  the  coldest  re^ons  and  sea- 
sons. In  ail  the  earlier  trials  by  distillation,  some 
mature  was  thoii^ht  necessarr  to  aid  the  opera- 
tion by  a  partial  precipitation  of  the  salt,  and  other 
foreign  matters  contained  in  sea  water.  Of  this 
]^d  were  the  methods  of  Sir  Richard  Hawkins, 
in  the  sixteenth  century;  of  Glauber,  Hauton.  ana 
Lister,  in  the  seventeenUi  century ;  and  of  Hales, 
Api^DV,  Butler,  Chapman,  Hoffman,  and  Dove, 
in  uie  eighteenth  century:  nor  was  there  anything 
in  these  methods  worthy  noting  on  the  inresent 
oeeasion,  except  the  rerv  simple  still,  contrived 
extempore  by  Captain  Chapman,  and  made  from 
soeh  materials  as  are  to  be  found  on  board  erery 
ship,  great  Gt  small.  This  was  a  common  pot 
Wim  a  wooden  lid  of  the  usual  form,  in  the  cen- 
tipe  of  which  a  hole  was  bored  to  receive  perpen- 
dicularly a  short  wooden  tube,  made  with  an  mch 
aa^  hw  auger,  whi<ih  perpendicular  tube  received 
at  its  top,  and  at  an  acute  anjriej  another  tube  of 
wood  al^o,  which  descended  tul  it  joined  a  third, 
of  pewter,  niade  by  rolling  up  a  disn,  and  passing 
it  ociiquely  throu^  a  cask  oi  cold  water.  With 
this  simple  machme  he  obtained  two  quarts  of 
fresh  water  an  hour,  and  observed,  that  the  ex- 
pense of  fuel  would  be  very  trifling,  if  the  still 
was  contrived  to  stand  on  the  fire  along  with  the 
shin's  boiler. 

la  1768^  Dr.  Lind^  proposing  to  make  experi- 
ments of  several  different  mixtures)  first  distiUed 
rain  water,  which  he  supposed  would  be  the 
purest,  and  then  sea  water,  without  any  mixture, 
ilrhich  he  expected  wouldf  be  the  least  pure,  in 
order  to  arrange  between  these  two  supposed  ex- 
tremes the  degree  of  merit  of  the  several  injgre- 
diCQts  he  meant  to  try.  "To  his  ^eat  surprise," 
a»  ke  confesses,  "the  sea  water,  distilled  without 
ittiy  mixture,  was  as  pore  as  the  rain  water."  He 
pmniied  the  discovery,  and  established  the  fact 
that  a  pure  and  potable  fresh  vmter  may  be  ob- 
tained from  salt  water  by  simple  distillation,  with- 
out the  aid  of  any  mixture  ror  fining  or  preetipi- 
tating  its  fn^gn  contents.  In  1767,  he  proposed 
all  eJEtempore  still,  which,  in  fact^  vras  Chapman's, 
only  substituting  a  gun-barrel  instead  of  Chap- 
men's pewter  tube,  and  the  hand-pump  of  the 
to  oe  cut  in  two  obliquely,  and  joined  again 


at  an  acute  angle,  instead  of  Chapman's  wo^en 
tlibes  bored  express;  or,  instead  of^the  wooden  lid 
and  upriffht  tube,  he  jHToposed  a  tea-kettle  (with- 
out its  Ui  or  handle)  to  be  turned  bottom  upward 
ov€r  the  mouth  of  the  pot,  by  way  of  still-head, 
and  a  wooden  tube  leading  nrom  the  spout  to  a 
gun-barrel  passing  through  a  cask  of  water,  the 
whole  luted  with  equal  parts  oi  chalk  and  meal 
moistened  with  salt  water. 

With  this  apparatus  of  a  pot,  tea-^kettle,  and 
gila-barrel,  the  Dolphin,  a  twenty-gun  ship,  in  her 
wnrage  round  the  world,  m  1761,  from  fifty-six 
gufioos  of  sea  water,  and  with  nine  pounds  of 
wood  and  sixty*4iiBe  pounds  of  pit-coal,  made 
fotfey-two  gallons  of  good  fresh  water,  at  the  lute 
of  eight  ffalions  an  hour.  The  Dorsetshire,  in  her 
patsage  from  Gibraltar  to  Mahon.  in  1769,  made 
nineteen  quarts  of  pore  water  in  four  hours,  with 
tftft  pounds  of  wood.    And  the  Slambal,  in  1773, 


between  Bombay  and  Ben^l,.with  a  hand-pump, 
gun-barrel,  and  a  pot,  of  six-gallons  of  sea  water 
made  ten  quarts  of  fresh  water  in  three  hours. 

In  1771,  Dr.  Irvin,  putting  together  Lind's  idea 
of  distilling  without  a  mixture.  Chapman's  still, 
and  Dr.  Franklin's  method  of  coolinji  by  evapo- 
ration, obtained  a  premium  of  £5,0%  from  the 
Britisn  Parliament.  He  wet  his  tube  constantly 
with  a  mop,  instead  of  passing  it  through  a  case 
of  water.  He  enlarged  its  bore,  also,  in  order  to 
^ve  it  a  freer  passage  to  the  vapor,  and  thereby 
mcrease  its  quantity  by  lessening  tne  resistance 
or  pressure  on  the  evaporatitig  sunace.  This  last 
improvement  was  his  own,  and  it  doubtless  con* 
tributed  to  the  success  of  his  models;  and  we  may 
suppose  the  enlargement  of  the  tube  to  be  usefm 
to  that  point  at  which  the  central  parts  of  the 
vapor,  passing  through  it,  would  befffn  to  escape 
condensation.  Lord  Mulgrave  used  his  method 
in  his  voyage  towards  the  North  Pole,  in  1773, 
making  from  thirty-four  to  forty  gallons  of  fresh 
water  a  day,  without  any  great  addition  of  fbel, 
as  he  says. 

M.  de  Bougainville,  in  his  voyaj^e  round  the 
world,  used,  very  successfully,  a  still  which  had 
been  contrived  in  1763,  by  Poyisonier,  so  as  to 
guard  ajgainst  the  water  being  thrown  over  from 
the  boiler  into  the  pipe  by  tne  agitation  of  the 
ship.  In  this,~  one  singularity  was  that  the  fur- 
nace or  fire-box  was  in  the  middle  of  the  boiler, 
so  that  the  water  surrounded  it  in  contact.  This 
still,  however,  was  expensive,  and  occupied  much 
room. 

Such  were  the  advances  already  made  in  the 
art  of  obtaining  fVesh  from  salt  water,  when  Mr. 
Isaacks.  die  petitioner,  suggested  his  discovery. 

As  tne  merit  of  this  could  be  ascertainea  by 
experiment  only,  the  Secretary  of  State  asked  the 
ikvor  of  Mr.  Rittenhouse,  President  of  the  Ame- 
rican Philosophical  Society,  of  Dr.  Wistar^  Pre- 
sident of  ChemistiT  in  the  CoUege  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  Dr.  Hutcninson,  Professor  of  Chemistry 
m  the  University  of  Piennsylvania,  to  be  present 
at  the  experiments.  Mr.  Isaacks  fixed  the  pot  of 
a  small  caboose,  with  a  tin  cap  and  straight  tube  of 
tin  passing  obliquely  througn  a  cask  of  cold  wa- 
ter; he  made  use  of^a  mixture,  the  composition 
of  which  he  did  not  explain,  and  from  twenty- 
four  pints  of  sea  water,  taken  up  about  three  Iniles 
out  of  the  Capes  of  Delaware  at  flood  tide,  he 
distilled  twenty-two  pints  of  fresh  water  in  four 
hours,  with  twenty  pounds  of  seasoned  pine,  which 
was  a  little  wetted  oy  having  lain  in  the  rain. 

In  a  second  experiment,  of  the  21st  of  March, 
performed  in  a  furnace  and  five  gallon  still  at  the 
College,  from  thirty-two  pints  of  sea  water  he 
drew  thirty-one  pints  of  fresh  water  in  seven 
hours  and  twenty-four  minutes,  with  fifty-one 
pounds  of  hickory,  which  had  been  cut  about  six 
months.  In  order  to  decide  whether  Mr.  Isaacks's 
mixture  contributed  in  any  and  what  degree  to 
the  success  of  the  operation,  it  was  thought  proper 
to  repeat  his  experiment  under  the  same  circum- 
stances exactly,  except  the  omission  of  the  mix- 
ture. Accti^mgly,  on  the  next  day,  the  same 
quantity  of  sea  water  was  put  into  the  same  still. 


1045 


APPENDIX. 


tM6 


fndian 


sss 


the  same  furnace  was  used  and  fud  from,  the 
same  parcel.  It  yielded,  as  nis  had  done,  thirty- 
one  pints  of  fresh  water  in  eleren  minutes  more 
of  time,  and  with  ten  pounds  less  of  wood. 

On  tne  24th  of  March,  Mr.  Isaaoks  performed 
a  thizd  experiment  For  this,  a  common  iron  pot, 
of  three  and  a  half  gallons,  was  fixed  in  brick- 
work, and  the  flue  from  the  hearth  wound  once 
KMmd  the  pot  ^irally,  and  then  passed  off  up  a 
chimney.  The  cap  was  of  tin,  and  a  strai^t  tin 
tube  of  about  two  inches  diameter,  passing  ob- 
liquely through  a  barrel  of  water,  served  instead 
of  a  worm.  From  sixteen  pints  of  sea  water  he 
drew  off  fifteen  pints  of  fresh  water,  in  two  hours 
and  fifty-five  mmutes,  with  three  pounds  of  dry 
hickory  and  eight  pounds  of  seasoned  pine.  This 
esferiment  was  also  repeated  the  next  day,  with 
the  same  apparatus  and  fuel  from  the  same  parcel, 
but  without  the  mixture.  Sixteen  pints  of  sea 
water  yielded,  in  like  manner,  fifteen  pmis  of  fresh, 
in  one  minute  more  of  time,  and  with  half  a  pound 
less  of  wood.  On  the  whok^  it  waB  evident  that 
Mr.  Isaacks's  mixture  produced  no  advantage, 
either  in  the  process  or  result  of  the  distillation. 

The  distilled  water  in  all  these  instances  was 
found,  on  experiment,  to  be  as  pure  as  the  best 
pump  water  of  the  city.  Its  taste,  indeed,  was 
not  as  agreeable,  but  it  vras  not  such  as  to  pro- 
duce any  disgust.  In  fact  we  drink,  in  commcm 
life,  in  many  place&  and  under  many  circ«m- 
stances,  and  almost  always  at  sea,  a  worse  tasted 
and  probably  a  less  wholesome  water. 

The  obtaining  fresh  £rom  salt  water,  for  ages 
was  considered  as  an  important  desidedratnm  for 
the  use  of  navigators.  The  proeess  for  doing  this 
by  simple  distillation  is  so  emcacioiis,  the  erecting 
aft  extempore  still  with  such  utensils  as  are  foand 
oo  board  of  every  ship,  is  so  practicable,  as  to  au- 
thorize the  assertion  that  this  desideratum  is  satis- 
fied to  a  very  usefUl  degree.  But,  though  this  has 
bees  done  for  upwards  of  thirty  years  ^  though  its 
leality  has  been  established  by  the  actual  experi- 
ence of  several  vesseb  which  have  had  recourse 
to  it,  yet  neither  the  fact  aor  process  is  known  to 
the  mass  of  seamen,  to  whom  it  would  be  the  most 
usefuL  and  for  ^diom  it  was  principally  wanted. 
The  Secretary  of  State  is  theeefore  of  opinion 
that,  since  the  si^ject  has  been  brought  unwr  ob* 
serration,  it  should  be  made  the  occasion  of  dis^ 
seminating  its  knowledge  generally  and  efl(ect»- 
ally  >^sionff  the  sea-laring  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  The  following  is  one  of  the  many  me- 
thods which  might  be  proposed  for  doing  this: 

Let  the  clouranee  for  every  vessel  sailing  from 
^  ports  oi  the  United  States  be  printed  <m  paper, 
•n  ^e  back  whereof  shall  be  a  printed  account  of 
the  essays  which  have  been  made  for  obtaining 
fr^ih  from  salt  water,  mentioning  briefly  those 
which  were  unsuoeesslttl,  aad^  more  fully,  those 
which  have  succeeded;  descnbioff  the  methods 
which  have  been  found  to  answer  wt  eonstracting 
extempore  stiHs  of  such  impiemettts  as  are  gene- 
rally on  board  of  every  vessel,  with  a  reconmend- 
awi,  in  all  cases  where  they  shall  have  occasion 
lo  resort  to  this  expedient  for  obtaining  water,  to 
jraUish  the  rcbolt  of  their  trial  in  sone  gaxeitt 


on  their  retusn  to  the  United  States,  or  oonmifef 
nicate  it  for  publication  to  the  office  of  the  Secre* 
tary  of  State,  in  order  that  others  may,  by  theii 
success,  be  encouraged  to  make  similar  trials^  and 
be  benefited  by  any  improvements  or  new  ideas 
which  may  occur  to  them  in  practice. 

THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 
Philadelphia,  Nov.  21, 1791. 


INDIAN  H08TILITIBS. 

UiriTss  Statss,  Jimtiory  16,  ll%%. 

Sir  :  As  the  circumstances  which  have  engaged 
the  United  States  in  the  present  Indian  War  may 
some  of  them  be  out  of  the  public  recoUection,  and 
others  perhaps  be  unknown,  it  may  appear  advisa- 
ble that  you  prepare  and  publish,  from  authentic 
documents,  a  statement  of  those  circumstances,  as 
well  as  of  the  measures  which  have  been  taken, 
from  time  to  time,  for  the  re-establishment  oj* 
peace  and  friendship. 

When  the  community  are  called  upon  for  con- 
siderable exertions,  to  relieve  a  part  which  b  suf- 
fering under  the  band  of  an  enemy,  it  is  desirable 
to  manifest  that  due  pains  have  oeen  taken  by 
those  intrusted  with  the  administration  of  their 
affairs  to  avoid  the  evil. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 
T%e  Secretary  for  the 

Department  of  War, 


The  Oonses  of  the  existing  Hostilities  between  the 
United  States  and  certain  Tribes  of  Indians,  Nordl- 
west  of  the  Ohio,  stated  and  explained  from  official 
and  authentic  Documents,  and  published  in  obedience 
to  the  orden  of  the  President  of  the  United  Stsitss» 

A  recurrence  to  the  Journals  of  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled,  of  the  earl^r  s^iges 
of  the  late  war,  will  evince  the  public  solicitude  te 
preserve  jpeace  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  pre* 
vent  their  engaging  in  a  contest  in  which  they 
were  no  wise  interested. 

But  though  partial  treaties  or  conventions  wet« 
formed  with  some  of  the  Northern  and  Western 
tribes,  in  the  years  177^  and  1776,  yet  those  treat*- 
ies  were  too  feeble  to  resist  the  powerful  impulses 
of  a  contrary  nature,  arising  from  a  comlnnation 
of  circumstances  at  that  time ;  and  accordingly  aH 
the  various  Indian  nations  (the  Oneidas,  Tuscaro- 
ras,  and  a  few  individuals  of  the  Defowares,  ex* 
cepted)  lying  on  our  frontiers,  from  Georgia  to 
Canada,  aroKd  against  us. 

it  is  yet  too  recent  to  have  been  forgotten,  that 
great  numbers  of  inoffensive  men,  women,  and 
chiklren.  fell  a  sacrMce  to  the  barbarotis  warfare 
practisea  by  the  Indians,  and  many  others  were 
draffged  into  a  deplorable  captivity.. 

Notwithstanding  that  these  aggressions  were 
entirely  unprovoked,  yet  as  soon  as  the  war  ceased 
with  Great  Britain,  the  United  States,  instead  of 
indulging  any  resentments  against  the  Indian  na- 
tions, souffht  only  how  to  establish  a  liberal  peace 
with  all  the  tribes  throughout  their  limits. 

Early  measures  were  accordingly  taken  for  thb 
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purpose.  A  treaty  was  held,  and  a  peace  conclud- 
ed, in  the  year  1784,  with  the  hostile  part  of  the 
■Northern  Indians,  or  Six  Nations,  at  Fort  Stan- 
wix. 

In  January.  1785,  another  treaty  was  formed 
with  part  of  the  Western  tribes,  at  Fort  Mcintosh, 
on  the  Ohio,  to  wit :  with  the  Wyandots,  Dela- 
wares,  Ottawas,  and  Chippewas. 

During  the  same  year,  treaties  were  formed  at 
HopeweB.  on  the  Keowee^  with  all  the  powerful 
tribes  of  tne  South,  excepting  the  Creeks,  to  wit : 
the  Cherokees,  the  Choctaws,  and  Chickasaws. 

In  January,  1786,  a  treaty  was  formed  with  the 
Shawanese,  at  the  confluence  of  the  Great  Miami 
with  the  Ohio. 

It  was  not  long  before  certain  turbulent  and 
malignant  characters  residing  among  some  of  the 
nonhem  and  western  tribes,  which  had  formed  the 
treaties  of  Fort  Stanwix  and  Fort  Mcintosh,  ex- 
cited uneasiness  and  complaints  against  those  treat- 
ies. In  consequence  of  representations  upon  this 
subject,  on  the  5th  of  Octooer,  1787,  Congress  di- 
rected, "  That  a  jg^eneral  treaty  should  be  held  with 
the  tribes  of  Indians  within  the  limits  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  inhabiting  the  country  Northwest  of 
the  Ohio,  and  about  Lake  Erie,  as  soon  aAer  the 
first  of  April  next  as  conveniently  might  be,  and 
at  such  place  and  at  such  puarticular  time  as  the 
Governor  of  the  Western  Territory  should  ap- 
point, for  -the  purpose  of  knowing  the  causes  of 
uneasiness  among  the  said  tribes,  and  hearing  their 
complaints ;  of  regulating  trade,  and  amicably  set- 
tling all  affairs  concerning  lands  and  boundaries, 
between  them  and  the  United  States." 

On  the  2d  day  of  July,  1788,  Coneress  appro- 
priated "  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  in 
addition  to  fourteen  thousand  dollars  before  appro- 
priated, for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  treaties 
which  nad  been  ordered,  or  which  inight  be  order- 
ed to  be  held  in  the  present  year^ith  the  several 
Indian  tribes  in  the  Northern  Department,  and 
for  extinguishing  the  Indian  claims ;  the  whole  of 
the  said  twenty  thousand  dollars,  together  with 
six  thousand  dollars  of  the^d  fourteen  thousand 
dollars,  to  be  applied  solely  to  the  purpose  of  ex- 
tinguishing the  Indian  claims  to  the  lands  they 
had  already  ceded  to  the  United  States,  by  obttdn- 
ing  regular  conveyances  for  the  same,  and  for  ex- 
tending a  purchase  beyond  the  limits  theretofore 
fixed  by  treaty ;  but  that  no  part  of  the  said  sums 
should  be  applied  for  any  purpose  other  than  those 
above  mentioned." 

Accordingly  new  treaties  were  held  at  Fort 
Harmar  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1788,  and  con* 
eluded  on  the  9ih  day  of  January,  1789,  with  a 
representation  of  all  the  Six  or  Northern  Nations, 
the  Mohawks  excepted ;  and  with  a  representation 
of  the  following  tnbes,  to  wit :  the  Wyandots,  the 
Delawares,  Ottawas,  Chi|^was,  Pottawatomies, 
and  Sacs.  By  these  treaties,  nearlv  the  same 
boundaries  were  recognised  and  established  by  a 
principle  of  purchase,  as  had  been  stipulated  by 
the  former  treaties  of  Fort  Stanwix  and  Fort  Mc- 
intosh. 

Thus  careful  and  attentive  was  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  to  settle  a  boundary  with  the 


Indians  on  the  basis  of  fiiir  treaty,  to  obviate  the 
dissatisfactions  which  had  been  excited,  and  to 
establish  its  claim  to  the  lancb  relinqwshed,  on 
the  principle  of  equitable  purchase. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  right  of  the  Northern 
and  Western  Indians,  who  formed  the  several  be- 
fore mentioned  treaties  to  the  lands  thereby  relin- 
quished to  the  United  States,  has  been  questioned 
by  any  other  tribes ;  nor  does  it  appear  that  the 
present  war  has  been  occasioned  by  any  dispute 
relativdy  to  the  boundaries  established  by  the  said 
treatises.  But,  on  the  contrary,  it  appears  that  the 
unprovoked  agressions  of  the  Miami  and  Wabash 
Indians,  upon  Kentucky  and  other  ports  of  the- 
frontiers,  together  with  their  associates — a  bandit- 
ti, formed  of  Shawanese  and  outcast  Cherokees, 
amounting  in  all  to  about  one  thousand  two  hxa^ 
dred  men — are  solely  the  causes  of  the  war.  Hence 
it  is  proper  that  their  conduct  should  be  mote  par- 
ticularly adverted  to. 

In  the  year  1784,  when  messages  .were  sent  to 
the  Wvandots  and  Delawares,  inviting  them  to 
meet  tne  Commissioners,  first  at  Cuyah€|sa.  and 
afterwards  at  Fort  Mcintosh,  the  Miami  Sukan$ 
were  also  included  in  the  saia  invitations,  but  they 
did  not  attend. 

In  the  year  1785,  these  invitations  were  repeat* 
ed ;  but  tne  messengers,  upon  their  arrival  at  the 
Miami  village,  had  their  horses  stolen,  were  other- 
wise treated  with  insolence,  and  prevented  from 
fulfilling  their  mission. 

In  the  years  1787  and  1788.  new  endeavors  were 
used  to  bring  tho^  Indians  to  treat.  They  were 
ureed  to  be  present  at  the  treaty  appointed  to  be 
hcdd  at  Fort  Harmar ;  but  these  endeavors  proved 
as  fruitless  as  all  the  former. 

At  a  Council  oi  the  Tribes^  convened  in  1788, 
.  at  the  Miami  river,  the  Miami  and  Wabash  Indi- 
ans were  pressed  to  repair  to  the  trnty,  with  great 
earnestness,  by  the  chiefe  of  the  Wyandots  and 
Delawares ;  the  Wyandot  chiefs  particularly  we- 
sented  them  with  a  large  belt  of  wampum,  holding 
one  o[id  of  it  themselves,  and  offering  the  other  to 
the  hostile  Indians,  whicn  was  refused.  The  Wy- 
andots then  laid  it  on  the  shoulders  oi  a  principal 
chiefl  recommending  to  him  to  be  at  peace  with 
the  Americans ;  but,  without  making  any  answer, 
he  leaned  himselfl  and  let  it  hil  to  the  ground ; 
this  so  displeased  the  Wyandots,  that  they  imme- 
diately left  the  Council-house. 

In  the  mean  time  the  firon^r  settlements  were 
disquieted  by  frequent  depredations  and  murders, 
and  the  complaints  of  their  inhabitants  (as  micht 
be  expected)  of  the  pacific  forbearance  o£  the  Go- 
vernment, were  loud,  repeated,  and  distressing — 
their  calls  for  protection  incessant — till  at  leaigth 
they  appeared  determined  by  their  own  efforts  U> 
endeavor  to  retaliate  the  injuries  they  wore  con- 
tinually receiving,  and  which  had  become  intolera- 
ble. 

In  thb  state  ot  things  it  was  indispensable  for 
the  Government  to  mue  some  decisive  exertioa 
for  the  peaee  and  security  of  the  iron  tier . 

Bat  notwithstanding  the  ill  soeeess  of  fonnier 
experiments,  and  the  invincible  spirit  of  animoaitr 
which  had  appeared  in  certain  tribes,  «dm1  whiek 
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was  of  a  nature  to  justify  a  persuasion  that  no  im- 

Sression  could  be  made  upon  them  by  pacific  expe- 
ients,  it  was  still  deemed  advisable  to  make  one 
more  essay. 

Accordmgly,  in  April,  1790,  Anthony  Gamelin, 
an  inhabitant  of  Post  Vincennes,  and  a  man  of 
good  character,  was  despatched  to  all  the  tribes 
and  villaees  of  the  Wabash  river,  and  to  the  In- 
dians of  the  Miami  village,  with  a  message,  pur- 
porting that  the  United  States  were  desirous  of 
establishing  a  general  peace  with  all  the  neighbor- 
ing tribes  of  uidians,  and  of  treating  them  in  all 
respects  with  perfect  humanity  and  kindness;  and 
at  the  same  time  warning  them  to  abstain  from 
further  depredations. 

The  Indians  in  some  of  the  villages  on  the 
lower  part  of  the  Wabash,  appeared  to  listen  to 
him;  others  manifested  a  dinerent  disposition; 
others  confessed  their  inability  to  restrain  their 
young  warriors;  and  all  referred  the  messenger 
to  the  Indians  at  the  Miami  villaee.  At  this  vil- 
lage some  appeared  well  "disposed,  but  the  chiefs 
of  the  Shawanese  returned  the  messages  and  belts, 
informing  the  messen^er^  however,  that  they  would, 
after  consultation,  within  thirty  nights,  send  an 
answer  to  Post  Yincenues.  The  promised  answer 
was  never  received.  While  the  messenger  was 
at  the  Miami  village,  two  negroes  were  brought  in 
from  our  settlements,  prisoners ;  and  upon  his  re- 
turn to  L'Angulle,  a  chief  informed  him  that  a 
party  of  seventy  warriors,  from  the  more  distant 
Indians,  had  arrived,  and  were  gone  against  the 
settlements. 

In  three  days  after  his  departure  from  the  Mi- 
ami village,  a  prisoner  was  there  burnt  to  death. 
Similar  cruelties  were  exercised  at  the  Ouittanon 
towns,  about  the  same  time;  and,  in  the  course  of 
three  months,  immediately  after  the  last  mention- 
ed invitation,  upwards  of  one  hundred  persons 
were  killed,  wounded,  and  taken  prisoners,  upon 
the  Ohio,  and  in  the  district  of  Kentucky. 

It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  previously  to  the  last 
invitation,  the  people  of  Kentucky,  who,  in  conse- 
quence of  their  injuries,  were  meditating  a  blow 
against  the  hostile  Indians,  (as  before  intimated,) 
were  restrained  by  the  Prbsidbnt  op  the  Unit- 
BD  Statbs  from  crossing  the  Ohio,  until  the  effect 
of  the  friendly  overture,  intended  to  be  made, 
should  be  known. 

It  is  also  to  be  observed,  that  the  Wyandots  and 
Delawares.  after  having  frequently  and  fruitlessly 
endeavorea  to  influence  the  Miami  and  Wabasn 
Indians  to  peace,  upon  mature  conviction,  finally 
declared  that  force  only  could  effect  the  oniect. 

As  an  evidence  that  the  conduct  of  the  hostile 
Indians  has  been  occasioned  by  other  motives 
than  a  claim  relatirely  to  boundaries,  it  is  to  be 
observed  that  their  depredations  have  been  princi- 
pally upon  the  district  of  Kentucky,  and  the  conn- 
ties  of  Virginia,  lying  alonff  the  south  side  of  the 
Ohio,  a  country  to  which  they  hare  no  claim. 

It  appears,  by  respectable  evidence,  that  from 
the  year  1783,  until  the  month  of  October.  1790, 
tin  time  the  United  States  commenced  offensive 
operations  against  the  said  Indians,  that  on  the 
Ohio,  and  the  frontiers  on  the  south  side  thereof. 


they  killed,  wounded,  and  took  prisoners,  about 
one  thousand  ^yb  hundred  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren, besides  carrying  off  two  thousand  horses,  and 
other  property,  to  the  amount  of  fifty  thousand 
dollars. 

The  particulars  of  the  barbarities  exercised  upon 
many  of  the  prisoners,  of  different  ages  and  sexes, 
although  supported  by  indisputable  evidence,  are 
of  too  shocking  a  nature  to  be  presented  to  the 
public.  It  is  sufficient  upon  this  head  to  oDserve, 
that  the  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife  have  been 
the  mildest  instruments  of  death.  That  in  some 
cases  torture  by  fire,  and  other  execrable  means, 
have  been  used. 

But  the  outrages  which  were  committed  upon  the 
frontier  inhabitants,  were  not  the  only  injuries 
that  were  sustained;  repeated  attacks  upon  de- 
tachments of  the  troops  of  the  United  States  were 
at  different  times  made.    The  following,  from  its 

Keculiar  enormity,  deserves  recital.  In  April,  1790, 
lajor  Doughty  was  ordered  to  the  friendly  Chick- 
asaws,  on  public  business.  He  performed  this  duty 
in  a  boat,  having  with  him  Ensign  Sedam,  and  a 
party  of  fifteen  men.  While  ascending  the  Ten- 
nessee river,  he  was  met  by  a  party  of  forty  In- 
dians, in  four  canoes,  consisting  principally  or  the 
aforesaid  banditti  of  Shawanese  and  outcast  Che- 
rokees.  They  approached  under  a  white  flag,  the 
well  known  emblem  of  peace.  They  came  on 
board  the  Major's  boat  received  his  presents,  con- 
tinued with  him  nearly  one  hour,  and  then  de- 
parted in  the  most  friendly  manner ;  but,  they  had 
scarcely  cleared  his  oars,  before  they  pourea  in  a 
fire  upon  his  crew,  which  was  retumea  as  soon  as 
circumstances  would  permit,  and  a  most  unequal 
combat  was  sustained  for  several  hours,  when 
they  abandoned  their  desi^  but  not  until  they 
had  killed  and  wounded  eleven  out  of  fifteen  of 
the  boat's  crew.  This  perfidious  conduct,  in  any 
age,  would  have  demanded  exemplary  punish- 
ment 

All  overtures  of  peace  failing,  and  the  depreda- 
tions stiU  continuing,  an  attempt  at  coercion  be- 
came indispensable.  Accordingly  the  expedition 
under  Brigadier  General  Harmar,  in  the  month  of 
October,  1790,  was  directed.  The  event  is  known. 

After  this  expedition,  the  Governor  of  the  West- 
em  Territory,  in  order  that  nothing  might  be 
omitted  to  effect  a  peace  without  further  conflict, 
did,  on  his  arrival  at  Fort  Harmar,  in  December, 
1760^  send  through  the  Wyandots  and  Delawares 
conciliatory  messages  to  the  Miamies,  but  still 
without  effect. 

The  Cornplanter,  a  war  chief  of  the  Senegas, 
and  other  Indians  of  the  same  tribe,  being  in  Phi- 
ladelphia in  the  month  of  February,  1791^  were 
engaged  to  undertake  to  impress  the  hostile  In- 
dians with  the  consequences  of  their  persisting  in 
the  hostilities,  and  also  of  the  justice  and  modera- 
tion of  the  United  States.  In  pursuance  of  this 
design,  Colonel  Procter,  on  the  14th  of  March, 
was  sent  to  the  Compbnter,  to  hasten  his  depart- 
ure, and  to  accompany  him  to  the  Miami  village; 
and  messages  were  sent  to  the  Indians,  declaratory 
of  the  pacmc  sentiments  of  the  United  States  to- 
wards them.    Bat  both  Colonel  Procter  and  the 
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Complanter,  although  zealously  desirous  of  exe- 
esting  their  mission,  encountered  difficulties  of  a 
particukr  nature,  which  were  insurmountahle^ 
and  prevented  the  eiecution  of  their  orders. 

Major  General  St.  Clair,  in  the  month  of  April, 
sent  messages  from  Fort  Harmar  to  the  Dela- 
wares,  expressive  of  the  pacific  designs  of  the 
United  States  to  all  the  Indian  tribes. 

A  treaty  was  held  at  the  Painted  Post,  by  Cdo- 
nel  Pickering,  in  June,  1791,  with  a  part  of  the 
Six  Nations,  at  which  the  humane  intentions  of 
the  General  Government  towards  them  particu- 
larly, and  the  Indian  tribes  generally,  were  fully 
exmained. 

Captain  Hendricks,a  respectable  Indian  residing 
with  the  Oneida^  appearing  zealously  disposed  to 
attempt  convincing  the  hostile  Indians  of  their 
mistu^en  conduct,  was  accordingly  sent  for  that 
purpose,  but  was  frustrated  by  unioreseen  obsta* 
des  in  his  laudable  attempts. 

The  different  measures  which  have  been  recited, 
must  evince  that,  notwithstanding  the  highly  cul- 
pable coadnct  of  the  Indians  in  question,  the  Gb* 
vemment  of  the  United  States,  uninfluenced  by 
the  resentment  or  any  false  principles  which  might 
aiise  from  a  consciousness  of  su}>eriority,  adopted 
every  proper  expedient  to  terminate  the  Indian 
hostilities,  without  haviig  recourse  to  the  last  ex- 
tremity ;  and,  after  being  compelled  to  resort  to  it, 
has  still  kept  steadily  in  view  toe  re-estabUshment 
peace,  as  its  primary  and  sole  object. 

Were  it  necessary  to  add  proofs  <^  the  pacific 
and  humane  dispositions  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment towards  the  Indian  tribes,  the  treaties  with 
the  Creeks  and  with  the  Cherokees  might  be  cited 
as  demonstrative  of  its  moderation  and  liberality. 

The  present  partial  Indian  v^ar  is  a  remnant  of 
the  late  general  war,  continued  by  a  number  of  se- 
narate  banditti,  who,  by  the  incessant  practice  of 
nfleea  years,  seem  to  have  formed  inveterate  and 
incurable  habits  of  enmity  against  the  frontier 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States. 

To  obtain  nroCection  against  lawless  violence, 
nas  a  main  ooject  for  whieh  the  present  Govern- 
ment was  instituted :  it  is,  indeecj  a  main  object 
of  all  Governments.  A  frontier 'citizen  possesses 
at  strong  claims  to  piotection  as  any  other  citizen. 
The  frontiers  are  the  vulnerable  Pi^rts  of  every 
country ;  and  the  obligation  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  to  afford  the  requisite  protec- 
tion^ cannot  be  less  sacred  in  reference  to  the  in- 
habitants of  their  Western,  than  to  those  of  their 
Atlantic  frontier. 

It  will  appear,  from  a  candid  review  of  this 
8iib|ect,  that  the  Goieral  Govemmoit  could  no 
longer  abstain  from  attempting  to  punish  the  hoe- 
tile  Indians. 

The  ill  success  of  the  attenrnts  for  this  purpose, 
is  entirely  unconnected  with  the  justice  or  policy 
of  the  measure.  A  persevemnce  in  exertions  to 
make  the  refractory  Indians  at  last  sensible  that 
they  cannot  continue  their  enormous  outrages  with 
impunity,  appears  to  be  as  indispensable,  in  the 
eousdng  posture  of  thinn  is  it  will  be  advisable, 
whenever  they  shall  manifest  symploma  of  a  more 
icable  dispoeitioB,  to  conviaee  them,  by  deeiave 


proofs,  that  nothine  is  so  much  desired  by  the 
United  States  as  to  be  at  liberty  to  treat  them  with 
kindness  and  beneficence.  H.  KNOX, 

Secretary  of  Har. 
War  Dbpartmsnt,  Jan.  26, 1792. 


^: 


DEFEAT  OF  GENERAL  ST.  CLAIR. 

United  States,  December  12, 1791. 

Gentlemen  cfthe  Senate^  and 

(^  the  Howe  of  Representatives : 

It  is  with  great  concern  that  I  communicate  to 
jU  the  information  received  fVom  Maior  General 

t.  Clair,  of  the  misfortune  which  has  befallen  the 
troops  under  his  command. 

Although  the  national  loss  is  considerable,  ac- 
cording to  the  scale  of  the  event,  yet  it  may  be 
repaired  without  great  difficulty,  excepting  as  to 
the  brave  men  who  have  fallen  on  the  occasion, 
and  who  are  a  subject  of  public  as  well  as  private 
regret. 

A  further  communication  will  shortly  be  made 
of  all  such  matters  as  shall  be  necessary  to  enable 
the  Legislature  to  judge  of  the  future  measures 
which  it  may  be  proper  to  ptirsne. 

a  WASHINGTON. 

A  Letter  from  General  St.  Clair,  dated 

Port  Washington,  October  6, 1791. 

Sir:  I  have  now  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you 
that  the  Army  moved  from  Fort  Hamilton,  the 
name  I  have  g^ven  to  the  fort  on  the  Miami,  on  the 
4th,  at  eight  in  the  morning,  under  the  command  of 
GeneralSutler. 

The  order  of  march  and  encampment  I  had  re- 
gulated before,  and  on  the  third  returned  to  this 
place  to  get  up  the  militia.  They  majched  ves- 
terday,  and  consist  of  but  about  three  hundred 
men,  as  you  will  see  by  the  enclosed  abstract  of 
the  muster.  I  have  reason  to  believe,  however, 
that  at  least  an  equal  number  will  be  un  here  by 
the  10th,  and  I  have  leii  orders  for  their  following 
us.  The  monthly  return  should  have  accompanied 
this  Letter,  but  it  was  not  ready  when  I  left  camp^ 
and  has  not  been  forwarded  since.  I  have  hitherta 
found  it  impossible  to  reduce  the  officers  comt- 
mandinff  corps  to  punctuality  with  respect  to  their 
returns,  but  they  are  mending.  Our  number,afler 
deducting  the  garrisons  of  this  place  and  F<mt 
Hamilton,  are  about  two  thousand,  exclusive  of 
the  militia.  I  trust,  I  shall  find  them  suffieieAC 
and  should  the  rest  of  the  militia  come  on,  it  will 
make  the  matter  pcetty  certain ;  but  the  scasott  is 
now  80  &r  advanced,  that  I  fear  the  intermediate 
posts,  which  would,  indeed,  have  been  highly  ne- 
cessary, it  will  be  impossible  to  establish.  In  thnt. 
however,  I  must  be  governed  by  ciioumstances,  or 
which  I  will  take  care  that  you  shall  be  apprised 
in  due  time.  Shouid  the  enemy  come  to  meet  my 
which  seems  to  he  expected,  and  be  disooaafited, 
there  will  he  no  difficulties,  but  if  th^  expect  vs 
at  the  Miaiai  villajfes,  the  business  wul  wear  e»- 
other  face,  and  the  ifltenaaediatc  posts  become  maae 
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Since  the  Ctuartermaster  has  been  here,  and 
got  into  his  geers,  which  it  took  him  a  little  time 
to  do,  I  am  very  well  satisfied  with  him,  and  do 
believe  he  will  answer  the  description  which  you 
was  pleased  to  give  me  of  him ;  his  business  seems 
now  to  be  well  arranged. 

In  order  to  communicate  with  some  degree  of 
certainty  with  your  office,' I  have  directed  Captain 
Buel,  when  he  arrives,  to  send  a  Sergeant  and 
twelve  men  to  a  house  that  has  been  newly  erect- 
ed, half-way  between  this  place  and  Lexington,  to 
each  of  which  two  men  are  to  be  sent  off  on  every 
Monday  morning  to  carry  despatches.  Those  for 
the  War  Office,  or  any  other  public  letters,  to  be 
put  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Charles  WUkins,  mer- 
chant of  Lexin^on,  who  has  en^a^ed  to  forward 
all  I  have  occasion  to  send,  regularly,  once  a  fort- 
night ;  and  should  you,  sir,  think  proper  to  use  the 
same  route  for  any  of  yours,  if  they  are  sent  to  his 
care,  he  will  forward  them  to  me.  I  have  been 
led  to  prefer  this  channel  of  communication  to 
that  of  the  river,  because  it  appears  to  be  rather 
the  more  certain  of  two,  though  it  may  be  a  little 
more  tedious,  and  because  desertion  continues  to 
prevail  amons  the  troops,  and  the  sending  small 
parties  to  such  a  distance  e^ives  |^reat  opportunity 
to  effect  it  General  Butler  informs  me  that  no 
less  than  twenty-one  went  off  the  night  before  the 
Army  moved  from  Fort  Hamilton.  I  am  this 
moment,  setting  out  for  the  Army,  which  t  hope 
to  overtake  to-morrow  evening,  and  will  write  to 
you  again,  as  soon  after  as  may  be. 

With  great  regard  and  respect,  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

ARTHUR  ST.  CLAIR. 
The  Hon.  H.  Knox,  Secretary  of  War. 

A  Letter  from  General  St,  Ctair^  dated  Can^.Sl 

miles  advanced  of  Fort  Washtngton.  November 

1. 1791. 

Sir  :  Since  I  had  the  honor  to  write  to  you  on 
the  21st  instant,  nothing  very  material  has  hap- 
pened, and  indeed,  I  am  at  present  so  unwell,  and 
have  been  so  for  some  time  past,  that  I  could  ill 
detail  it,  if  it  had  happened,  not  tnat  that  space  of 
time  has  been  entirely  barren  of  incidents,  but  as 
few  of  them  have  been  of  the  agreeable  kind,  I 
beg  you  to  accept  a  sort  of  journal  account  of  them, 
wiiich  will  be  the  easiest  for  me. 

On  the  22d,  the  indisposition  that  had  hung 
about  me  for  some  time,  sometimes  appearing  as 
a  bilious  cholic,  and  sometimes  as  a  rheumatic 
asthma,  to  my  great  satisfaction  changed  to  a  gout 
in  the  left  arm  and  hand,  leaving  the  breast  and 
stomach  perfectly  relieved,  and  me  cough,  which 
had  been  excessive^  entirely  gone.  This  day,  Mr. 
Ellis,  with  sixty  militia  from  Kentucky,  joined  the 
Armv,  and  brought  up  a  jjuantity  of  flour  and  beef. 

2dd.  Two  men  taken  in  the  act  of  deserting  to 
the  enemy,  and  one  for  shooting  another  sol£er. 
and  threatening  to  kill  an  officer,  were  hanfi^d 
upon  the  grand  parade,  the  whole  Army  being 
drawn  out ;  since  the  Army  has  halted,  the  country 
around  this^  and  a-head  for  fifteen  miles,  has  been 
well  exammed,  it  is  a  country  which,  had  we  ar- 
rived a  month  sooner  in  it,  and  with  three  times 


the  number  of  animals,  they  would  have  been  all 
fat  now. 

24th.  Named  the  fort,  Jefferson,  (it  lies  it  lat. 
50.  4.  22  N.)  and  marched  the  same  Indian  path^ 
serving  to  conduct  us  about  six  miles,  and  encamp- 
ed on  good  ground  and  an  excellent  position ;  a 
rivulet  in  front  and  a  very  lars^  drain,  wnich,  would 
at  the  proper  season  afford  forage  for  a  thousand 
horses  on  the  left.  So  ill  this  day  that  I  had  much 
difficulty  in  keeping  with  the  Army. 

25th.  Very  hard  rains  last  nig^t.  obli^d  to  halt 
to-day  on  account  of  provisions^  ror  though  the 
soldiers  may  be  kept  pretty  easy  m  camp  under  the 
expectation  of  provisions  arriving,  they  cannot  bear 
to  march  m  advance,  and  take  none  alonff  with 
them ;  received  a  letter  fVom  Mr.  Hodgson,  oy  ex- 
press; 1,300  pounds  flour  will  arrive  the  27th. 

26th.  A  party  of  militia,  sent  to  reconnoitre,  feXL 
in  with  five  Indians  and  suffered  them  to  slip 
through  their  fingers.  In  their  camp,  articles  to 
the  value  of  $22  were  found  and  divided.  The 
Virginia  battalion  is  melting  down  very  fast,  not- 
withstanding the  promises  of  the  men  to  the  offi- 
cers. Thirteen  have  been  dischatged  by  Colonel 
Darke  to-day. 

27th.  Gave  orders  for  enlistiuji^  the  levies,  with 
the  condition  of  serving  out  their  time  in  the  pre^ 
sent  corps.  Payauingo  arrived  in  camp  wich  his 
warriors.  I  was  so  unwell,  could  only  see  him, 
and  bid  him  welcome ;  but  entered  on  no  business. 
Considerable  dissatisfaction  among  the  levies  about 
their  enlistments. 

28th.  Some  clothing  sent  for  to  Fort  Washing- 
ton for  the  recruits  arrived ;  was  begun  to  be  dis- 
tributed, and  will  have  a  good  effect ;  but  the  en- 
listing tne  levies  does  not  meet  with  the  encou- 
ragement that  mi^ht  have  been  expected.  It  is 
not  openly  complamed  of  by  the  officers,  but  it  ik 
certainly  privately  by  some  of  high  rank ;  and  the 
measure  of  tempting  them  with  warm  clothing, 
condemned.  Mr.  Hodgson  writes  me,  that  he  is 
sending  forward  a  quantity  of  woolen  oreralls  and 
socks,  by  General  Butler's  orders.  I  have  ordered 
them  to  be  deposited  at  Fort  Jefferson.  Some  few 
Indians  about  us,  probably  those  the  militia  fell  in 
with  a  day  or  two  ago.  Two  of  the  levies  were 
fired  upon  about  three  miles  oflf^  one  killed ;  two 
of  the  militia  likewise.  One  of^  them  got  in,  and 
the  other  missing,  supposed  to  be  taken. 

29th.  Fayamingoand  his  people,  accompanied  by 
Captain  Sparks,  and  four  good  riflemen,  going  on 
a  scout,  they  do  not  propose  to  return  under  ten 
days,  unless  they  sooner  succeed  in  taking  prison- 
ers. 

30th.  The  Army  moved  about  nine  o'clock,  and 
with  much  difficulty  made  seven  miles,  having 
left  a  considerable  part  of  the  tents  by  the  way  f 
the  provision  made  by  the  Ctuartermaster  for  that 
purpose  was  not  adequate — three  days'  flour  issued 
to  the  men,  to  add  the  horses  that  carried  it  to  his 
arrangements — the  Indian  road  still  with  us ;  the 
course  of  this  day  N.  25  W. 

31st.  This  morning  about  sixty  of  the  militia 
deserted ;  it  was  at  first  reported  tnat  one-half  of 
them  had  gone  off,  and  that  their  design  was  to 
plunder  the  convoys  which  were  upon  the  road. 
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I  detached  the  first  regiment  in  pursuit  of  them, 
with  orders  to  Major  Hamtramck  to  send  a  suffi- 
cient guard  back  with  Benham  (a  Commissary) 
whenever  he  met  with  them,  and  follow  them 
about  twenty-five  miles  below  Fort  Jefierson,  or 
until  he  met  the  second  convoy,  and  then  return 
and  join  the  Army.  Benham  arrived  last  night; 
and  to-day,  November  1st,  the  Army  is  haltS  to 
give  the  road-cutters  an  opportunity  of  getting 
some  distance  a- head,  and  that  I  might  write  to 
vou.  I  am  this  day  considerably  recovered,  and 
nope  that  it  will  turn  out,  what  I  at  first  expected 
it  would  be,  a  friendly  fit  of  the  ffout  come  to  re- 
lieve me  from  every  other  comj^int. 

Yesterday  I  was  favored  with  your's  of  the  28th 
and  29th  of  September.  I  have  enclosed  my  com- 
munications with  the  old  and  new  contractors,  and 
their  answers.  My  orders  from  the  posts  to  them 
are  not  yet  definitive,  but  they  will  be  very  soon. 
In  the  mean  time,  I  expect  they  are  both  at  work. 

With  great  respect,  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

ARTHUR  ST.  CLAIR. 
To  the  Hon.  H.  Knox,  Secretary  of  War, 

P.  S.  Your  Letters  for  General  Wilkinson  and 
Ckneral  Scott,  Mr.  Jones  and  Mr.  Brown,  are  sent 
back ;  and  the  public  thanks,  in  the  name  of  the 
Pbebidknt,  presented  to  General  Wilkinson,  agree- 
ably to  your  directions. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Major  General  St.  C2air, 
to  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War, 

Port  Washington,  November  9, 1791. 

Sir:  Yesterday  afternoon  the  remains  of  the 
Army  under  my  command  got  back  to  this  place, 
and  I  have  now  the  painful  task  to  give  you  an 
atcount  of  as  warm,  and  as  unfortunate  an  action 
as  almost  any  that  has  been  fought,  in  which  every 
corps  was  engaged  and  worsted,  except  the  first 
raiment,  that  had  been  detached  upon  a  service 
I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  in  my  last  de- 
spatch, and  had  not  joined  me. 

On  the  3d  instant,  the  Army  had  reached  a  creek 
about  twelve  yards  wide  running  to  the  southward 
of  west,  which  I  believe  to  have  been  the  river  St. 
Mary,  that  empties  into  the  Miami  of  the  lake  \ 
arrived  at  the  village  about  four  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  having  marched  near  nine  miles,  and 
were  immediately  encamped  upon  a  very  com- 
manding piece  of  ground  in  two  lines,  havmg  the 
above-mentioned  creek  in  front,  the  right  wing 
composed  of  Butler's.  Clarke's,  and  Patterson's 
battalions,  commandect  by  Major  G^eneral  Butler, 
formed  the  first  line,  and  the  left  wing  consisting 
of  Bedinger's  and  Gaither's  battalions,  and  the 
second  regiment  commanded  by  Colonel  Darke 
formed  the  second  line,  with  an  interval  between 
them  of  about  seventy  yards,  which  was  aU  the 
ground  would  allow. 

The  right  flank  was  pretty  well  secured  by  the 
oreek,  a  steep  bank,  and  Faulkener's  corps,  some 
of  the  cavalry  and  their  picquets  cover  the  left 
flank;  the  militia  were  thrown  over  the  creek, 
and  advanced  about  one  quarter  of  a  mile,  anu 
eacamped  in  the  same  order ;  there  were  a  few 


Indians  who  appeared  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
creek,  but  flea  with  the  utmost  precipitation  on 
the  advance  of  the  militia ;  at  this  place,  which  I 
judged  to  be  about  fifteen  miles  from  the  Miami 
village,  I  had  determined  to  throw  up  a  slight 
work,  the  plan  of  which  was  concerted  that  even- 
ing with  Major  Ferguson,  wherein  to  have  de- 
posited the  men's  knapsacks,  and  every  thing  else 
that  was  not  of  absolute  necessity,  and  to  have 
moved  on  to  attack  the  enemy  as  soon  as  the  first 
regiment  was  come  up,  but  they  did  not  permit  me 
to  execute  either,  for  on  the  4tn,  about  half  an  hour 
before  sunrise,  and  when  the  men  had  been  just 
dismissed  from  the  parade  (for  it  was  a  constant 
practice  to  have  them  all  under  arms  a  consi- 
derable time  before  day-light)  an  attack  was  made 
upon  the  militia ;  those  gave  way  in  a  very  little 
time,  and  rushed  into  camp,  through  Major  But- 
ler's battalion,  which,  together  with  part  of  Clark's, 
they  threw  into  considerable  disorder,  and  which, 
notwithstanding  the  exertions  of  both  those  offi- 
cers, was  never  altogether  remedied^  the  Indians 
following  close  at  their  heels;  the  nre,  however, 
of  the  front  line  checked  them,  but  almost  instant- 
ly a  very  heavy  attack  began  upon  that  line,  and 
in  few  minutes  it  was  extended  to  the  second  like- 
wise ;  the  great  weight  of  it  was  directed  against 
the  centre  of  each  where  the  artillery  was  placed, 
and  from  which  the  men  were  repeatedly  driven 
with  great  slaughter ;  finding  no  great  efiect  from 
our  fire,  and  confusion  beginning  to  spread  from 
the  great  number  of  men  who  were  fsuling  in  all 
quarters,  it  became  necessary  to  try  what  could  be 
done  by  the  bayonet. 

Lieutenant  Uolonel  Darke  was  accordingly  or- 
dered to  make  a  charge  with  part  of  the  second 
lin^,  and  to  turn  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy.  This 
was  executed  with  great  spirit.  The  Indians  in- 
stantly gave  way,  and  were  driven  back  three  or 
four  hundred  yards ;  but,  for  want  of  a  sufficient 
number  of  riflemen  to  pursue  this  ad  vantage,  they 
soon  returned,  and  the  troops  were  obliged  to  five 
back  in  their  turn.  At  this  moment,  they  bad 
entered  our  camp  by  the  left  flank,  having  pursued 
back  the  troops  tnat  were  posted  there. 

Another  charge  was  made  here  by  the  second 
regiment,  Butler's  and  Clark's  battalions,  with 
equal  efiect,  and  it  was  repeated  several  times,  and 
always  witn  success ;  but  in  all  of  them  many 
men  were  lost,  and  particularly  the  officers,  which, 
with  some  raw  troops^  was  a  loss  altogether  irre- 
mediable. In  that  I  just  spoke  of,  made  by  the 
second  regiment  and  Butler's  battalion,  Major 
Butler  was  dangerously  wounded,  and  every  oi9l- 
cer  of  the  second  regiment  fell,  except  three,  one 
of  which,  Mr.  Greaton,  was  shot  through  the 
body. 

Our  artillery  being  now  silenced,  and  all  the 
officers  killed,  except  Captain  Ford,who  was  badly 
wounded,  more  than  half  of  the  Army  fallen,  be- 
ing cut  on  from  the  road,  it  became  necessary  to 
attempt  the  regaining  it,  and  to  make  a  retreat,  if 
possible.  To  this  purpose,  the  remains  of  the 
Army  were  formed,  as  well  as  circumstances 
would  admit,  towards  the  right  of  the  encamp- 
ment; from  which,  by  the  way  of  the  second 
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line,  another  charjge  was  made  upon  the  enemy, 
as  if  with  the  design  to  turn  their  right  flank,  but, 
in  fact,  to  ^in  the  road ;  this  wa^  effected ;  and, 
as  soon  as  it  was  open,  the  militia  took  alon^  it, 
followed  by  the  troops.  Major  Clark,  with  his  bat- 
talion, covering  the  rear. 

The  retreat,  in  those  circumstances,  was,  you 
may  be  sure,  a  very  precipitate  one :  it  was^  in 
fact,  a  flight.  The  camp  and  the  artillery  were 
abandoned,  but  that  was  unavoidable,  for  not  a 
horse  was  left  alive  to  have  drawn  it  ofi^  had  it 
otherwise  been  practicable.  But  the  most  dis- 
graceM  part  of  the  business  is,  that  the  greatest 
part  of  the  men  threw  away  their  arms  and  ac- 
coutrements, even  after  the  pursuit,  which  conti- 
nued about  four  miles,  had  ceased.  I  found  the 
road  strewed  with  them  for  many  miles,  but  was 
not  able  to  remedy  it ;  for,  having  had  all  my  horses 
killed,  and  being  mounted  upon  one  that  could  not 
be  pricked  out  of  a  walk,  I  could  not  get  forward 
myself  and  the  orders  I  sent  forward,  either  to 
halt  the  front,  or  to  prevent  the  men  from  parting 
with  their  arm^  were  unattended  to.  The  route 
continued  quite  to  Fort  Jefferson,  29  miles,  which 
was  reached  a  little  after  sun-setting.  The  action 
began  about  half  an  hour  before  sunrise,  and  the 
retreat  was  attempted  at  half  an  hour  after  nine 
o'clock. 

I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  cret  returns  of  the  killed 
and  wounded ;  but  Major  General  Butler,  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Oldham,  of  the  militia,  Major  Fer- 
guson, Major  Hart,  and  Major  Clarke,  are  among 
the  former.  Colonel  Sarsent.  my  Adjutant  Ge- 
neral, Lieutenant  Colonel  Darke,  Lieutenant  Co- 
lonel Gibson,  Major  Butler,  and  the  Viscount  Ma- 
lertie,  who  served  me  as  an  aid-de-camp,  are  amon^ 
the  latter,  and  a  great  number  of  Captains  ana 
subalterns  in  both. 

I  have  now.  sir,  finished  my  melancholy  tale— 
a  tale  that  will  be  felt  sensibly  by  every  one  that 
has  sympathy  for  private  distress,  or  for  public 
misfortune.  I  have  nothing,  sir,  to  lay  to  the 
charffe  of  the  troops  but  their  want  of  discipline, 
which,  from  the  short  time  they  had  been  in  ser- 
vice, it  was  impossible  they  should  have  acquired, 
and  which  rendered  it  very  difficult,  when  they 
were  thrown  into  confusion,  to  reduce  them  aeain 
to  order,  which  is  one  reason  why  the  loss  has  fallen 
so  heavy  upon  the  officers,  who  did  every  thing  in 
their  power  to  effect  it.  Neither  were  mj  own 
exertions  wanting ;  but,  worn  down  with  illness, 
and  suffering  under  a  painful  disease,  unable  either 
to  mount  or  to  dismount  a  horse  without  assistance, 
they  were  not  so  great  as  they  otherwise  would, 
ana  perhaps  ought,  to  have  been.  We  were  over- 
I)owered  by  numbers,  but  it  is  no  more  than  jus- 
tice to  observe,  that,  though  composed  of  so  many 
different  species  of  troops,  the  utmost  harmony 
prevailed  through  the  whole  Army  during  the 
campajen. 

At  Fort  Jefferson,  I  found  the  first  regiment 
which  had  returned  ifrom  the  service  they  had 
been  sent  upon,  without  either  overtakinjg  the  de- 
serters, or  meeting  the  convoy  of  provisions.  I 
am  not  certain,  sir,  whether  I  ought  to  consider 
the  absence  of  tnis  regiment  from  the  field  of  ac- 


tion as  fortunate  or  otherwise.  I  incline  to  think 
it  was  fortunate ;  for  I  very  much  doubt  whether, 
had  it  been  in  the  action,  the  fortune  of  ti^e  day 
had  been  turned :  and,  if  it  had  not,  the  triumpn 
of  the  enemy  would  have  been  more  complete, 
and  the  country  would  have  been  destitute  of 
every  means  of  defence. 

Taking  a  view  of  the  situation  of  our  broken 
troo];>s  at  Fort  Jefferson,  and  that  there  were  no 
provisions  in  the  fort,  I  called  on  the  field  offi- 
cers, viz :  Lieutenant  Colonel  Darke,  Major  Ham- 
tramck.  Major  Zei^ler,  and  Major  Gaither,  to- 
gether with  the  Adjutant  General,  for  their  ad- 
vice what  would  be  proper  further  to  be  done ; 
and  it  was  their  unanimous  opinion  that  the  addi- 
tion of  the  first  regiment,  unbroken  as  it  was,  did 
not  i>ut  th^  Army  on  so  respectable  a  footin^^as  it 
was  in  the  morning,  because  a  great  part  of  it  was 
now  unarmed;  that  it  had  been  then  found  une* 
qual  to  the  enemy,  and,  should  they  come  on, 
which  was  probable,  would  be  found  so  again ; 
that  the  trooj^  could  not  be  thrown  into  the  fort, 
both  because  it  was  too  small,  and  that  there  were . 
no  provisions  in  it ;  that  provisions  were  known  ' 
to  bie  upon  the  road,  at  the  distance  of  one,  or,  at 
most,  two  marches ;  that,  therefore,  it  would  be 
proper  to  move,  without  loss  of  time,  to  meet  the 
provisions  when  the  men  might  have  the  sooner 
an  opportunity  of  some  refreshment,  and  that  a 

E roper  detachment  might  be  sent  back  with  it,  to 
ave  it  safelv  deposited  in  the  fort.  This  advice 
was  accepted,  and  the  Army  was  put  in  motion 
again  at  ten  o'clock,  and  marched  all  night,  and 
the  succeeding  day  met  with  a  quantity  of  flour ; 
part  of  it  was  distributed  immediately,  part  taken 
back  to  suppiv  the  Army  on  the  march  to  Fort 
Hamilton,  ana  the  remamder,  about  fifty  horse- 
loads,  sent  forward  to  Fort  Jefferson.  Tne  next 
day  a  drove  of  cattle  was  met  with  for  the  same 
^ace ;  and  I  have  information  that  both  got  in. 
The  wounded  who  had  been  left  at  that  place 
were  ordered  to  be  brought  here  by  the  return  of 
the  horses. 

I  have  said,  sir,  in  a  former  part  of  this  letter, 
that  we  were  overpowered  by  numbers ;  of  that, 
however,  I  have  no  evidence :  but  the  weight  of 
the  fire,  which  was  always  a  most  deadly  one^  and 
generally  delivered  from  the  ground,  few  or  the 
enemy  showing  themselves  afoot,  except  when 
they  were  charged,  and  that,  in  a  few  minutes,  our 
whole  camp,  which  extenaed  above  three  nun- 
dred  and  fiity  yards  in  length,  was  entirely  sur- 
rounded and  attacked  on  all  quarters. 

The  loss,  sir,  the  public  has  sustained,  by  the 
fall  ot  so  many  officers,  particularly  General  But- 
ler and  Major  Ferguson,  cannot  be  too  much  re- 
gretted ;  but  it  is  a  circumstance  that  will  allevi- 
ate the  misfortune  in  some  measure,  that  all  of 
them  fell  most  gallantly,  doing  their  duty.  I  have 
had  very  particular  obligations  to  many  of  them, 
as  weU  as  to  the  survivors ;  but  to  none  more  than 
to  Colonel  Sars^t  He  has  discharged  the  va- 
rious duties  of  his  office  with  z^  with  exactness, 
and  with  intelligence ;  and^  on  all  occasions,  af- 
forded me  every  assistance  m  his  power,  which  I 
have  also  experienced  from  my  Aid-de-camp,  Lieu- 
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tenant  Denny,  and  the  Viscount  Malertie,  who 
served  with  me  in  the  station  as  a  volunteer. 

With  eveiy  sentimeDt  of  respect  and  regard,  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

ARTHUR  St.  CLAIR.  . 

The  Hon.  H.  Knox,  Secretary  of  War. 

P.  S. — Some  orders  that  had  been  given  to  Co- 
lonel Oldham  over  night,  and  which  were  of  much 
eonseijuence,  were  not  executed,  and  some  very 
material  intelligence  was  communicated  by  Cap- 
tain Slough  to  General  Butler^  in  the  course  of 
the  night  oefore  the  action,  which  was  never  im- 
parted to  me,  nor  did  I  hear  of  it  until  af\er  my 
arrival  here. 

lAtt  of  the  kilied  and  woundedoficers  in  the  bat- 
tle of  the  4ih  (/November^  1791. 

KILLED. 

Major  General  Richard  Butler ;  Colonel  Old- 
ham, Kentucky  Militia ;  Majors  Ferguson^  Clarke, 
and  Hart ;  Captains  Bradfrad,  Phelan,  Kirkwood, 
'  Price,  Van  Swearingen,  Tipton.  Smith,  Purdy, 
Piatt,  Guthrie.  Cribbs,  and  Newman ;  Lieuten- 
ants Spear,  Warren,  Boyd,  MaeMathl  Burgess, 
Kelso,  ReadL  Little.  Happer,  and  Lickins;  En- 
signs Cobb.  Balch,  Cnace,  Turner,  Wilson,  Brooks. 
Beatty,ana  Purdy;  Q^ui^ermasters  Reynolds  ana 
Ward;  Adjutant  Anderson;  Doctor  Grasson. 

WOUNDED. 

Lieutenant  Colonels  Gibson,  Darke,  and  Sar- 
gent, adjutant  general;  Major  ^utler;  Captains 
Doyle.  Trueman,  Ford,  Buchanan.  Darke,  and 
Slough :  Lieutenants  Greaton,  Davidson,  De 
Butts,  Price,  Morgan,  McCrae,  Lysle,  and  Thomp- 
smi ;  Adjutants  Whistler  and  Crawford ;  Elnsign 
Bines ;  the  Viscount  Malertie,  volunteer  aid'^e- 
camp  to  Major  General  St.  Clair. 

REDUCTION  OP  THE  PUBLIC  DEBT.    . 

The  BioBBTABT  OF  TBI  Tbbabvbt,  in  obedience  to 
the  order  of  the  House  iA  Repreeentatives  of  the  19th 
instant,  lefpectfiilly  makes  the  following  Report : 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1790  there  was  a  con- 
siderable surplus  of  revenue  beyond  the  objects  of 
expenditure  which  had  required  a  provision  to 
that  period ;  which  surplus,  by  an  act  of  the  12th 
of  August  in  that  year,  was  appropriated  to  the 
reduction  of  the  PuUic  Debt.  The  statement  (A) 
herewith  submitted  will  show,  in  one  view,  all  the 
sums  which,  according  to  the  establishments  here- 
tofore made,  and  corresponding  appropriations, 
have  required  and  will  require  to  be  defrayed,  from 
the  begmning  of  the  year  1791  to  the  end  of  the 
year  1792,  amounting  together  to  $7,082^97  74. 
The  statement  (B)  will  also  show,  in  one  view, 
the  nett  poduct  oi  all  the  public  revenues  for  the 
same  period,  according  to  me  best  calculation  and 
estimate  which  can  now  be  formed  of  it,  amount- 
ing to  $7,029,755  26  cenu.  The  statement  (C) 
e^ibtts  a  summary  of  the  total  annual  expendi- 
ture of  the  United  States,  in  confomuty  to  exiAt- 


ing  establishments,  amounting  to  $31688,043  50. 
The  statement  (B)  includes  a  view  or  the  proba- 
ble product,  during  the  year  1792,  of  the  existing 
revenues  of  the  United  States,  amounting  to 
$3,700,000.  From  these  statements  will  result 
substantially  the  information  which  is  desired  by 
the  House  of  Representatives,  as  far  as  it  b  now 
in  the  power  of  the  Secretary  to  give  it.  One  or 
two  matters,  however,  may  be  proper  to  be  added, 
with  a  view  to  greater  accuracy.  There  are  cer- 
tain instances  in  which  the  estimates  for  appropri- 
ations have  exceeded,  and  will  exceed,  the  sums 
actually  expended.  Hence  the  apparent  excess  of 
the  expenditure,  as  exhibited  in  the  statement, 
(A)  beyond  the  product  of  the  revenue,  as  shown 
in  the  statement,  (B,)  will  probably  not  be  found 
real.  But  the  amount  of  these  surplusses  or  over- 
estimate is  not  stated,  because  it  is  not,  and,  in 
some  cases,  cannot  now  be  ascertained,  and  it  is 
not  likely  to  be  very  considerable ;  ana  because, 
if  it  should  do  more  th^  counterbalance  the  e^^- 
cess  alluded  to,  it  will  be  safest  to  set  off  the  sur- 
plus against  those  contingent  demands  which  from 
time  to  time  occur.  No  deduction  has  been  made 
from  the  annual  interest  on  account  of  the  Debt 
purchased.  This  has  proceeded  from  a  supposi- 
tion that  it  will  be  deemed  expedient  by  the  Le- 
gislature to  appropriate  inviolably  the  interest  of 
any  part  of  the  Debt  which  shall  be  at  anv  time 
extinguished  towards  the  extinction  oi  the  re- 
mainder. This  point  will  be  more  particularly 
submitted  in  a  Re]>ort  on  the  subject  of  the  Public 
Debt.    All  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 

Secretary  of^  Treanary, 
Treasury  Department,  JamMry  23, 1792. 

A. 

StaUment  (f  expenditwrm  made  and  to  be  made 

purtwmt  to  appropriatume  heretofore  made  in 

conformity  to  the  existing  estabHAments  of  the 

United  States  j  from  the  begmning  <f  the  year 

1791  to  the  end  of  the  year  1792,  viz: 

Amount  of  moneys  i^^propiiatad  by  an 

act  of  the  1 1th  Februaiy,  1791,  nnking 

appropriations  fiv  the  support  of  Go- 

v«nu»eat  dniing  the  year  1791,  and 

for  other  pqrpoMs       -  -  f740;n»  60 

Sum  appiopnmtad  by  an  act  of  the  8d  of 

March,  1791,  towaidsefEecling  a  veoQg- 

nition  of  the  treaty  with  the  Emperor 

of  Morocco  ....  90,000  00 
Sum  appropiiated  by  an  act  of  the  same 

date  for  raising  another  regiment,  and 

making  a  further  provision  for  Ae  pro- 
tection of  the  fiontien  ,  •  -  813,686  30 
Amount  of  moneys  appropriated  by  an 

act  of  &e  93d  of  December  last  past, 

making  provision,  among  other  things, 

for  the  support  of  Government  for  the 

year  1799  ....  1,059,999  81 
8«nn  to  be  advanced  purauant  to  die  act 

making  pivrinon  for  defraying  the  tn- 

tefooune  betwaan  the  United  8tatea 

and  fonign  natfons    •  404MO  09 

9,179441  ^1 
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Amoont  of  Mie  y ear't  ia- 
tereflt  ob  the  Public 
Debt,  fimreign  and  do- 
mestic, during  the  year 
1791   -  -  -  $2,060,861  40 

Amount  of  one  year's  in- 
tereat  on  ^e  Poblio 
Debt,  foreign  and  do- 
mestic, (including  Uiat 
of  ^e  respective  States 
assumed,)  during  the 
year  1792        -  -    2,849,194  73 


4,910,066  13 


Total  expenditure  to  the  end  of  the  year 

1792 7,082,197  74 


ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 

Secretary  of  the  Treaawry. 
Tmasukt  DsPAKTMBirT,  Jonuory  23,  1792. 

IT 

EttmaU  of  theneU  product^  the  mbHcrevermes 
during  the  years  1791  and  1792. 

IMPORT  DUTIES  FOR  1791. 

Quarter  endhig  31st  March        •  -  $314,881  11 

Quarter  ending  30th  June,  (A)  •  •  1,846,308  4» 

Quarter  ending  80th  September  •     919,670  66 

Quarter  ending  31st  December,  (B)  -     600,000  00 

Total  nett  products  for  1791,  of  impoiti  -  8,179,766  26 
Duties  on  homo-made  spii^  from  the 

1st  Juiy  to  the  last  of  DeeeMber,  (C)-     160,000  00 


Total  nett  revenue,  1791 
Duties  on  imports  for  the 
year  1792  estimated  at, 
(D)  . 
Duties  on  home-made  spi- 
rits for  the  same  year 
estimated  at  (E) 


3^9,766  26 


$3,300  00 
400,000  00 


Total  of  nett  revenue  for  the  years  1791 
and  1792        .  .  .  . 


3,700,000  00 
7,029,766  26 


Notes  to  sUUemetUj  (B,) 

(A.)  The  produoe  of  these  three  quarters  may 
be  conaiderM  as  asoertained.  Though  returns 
have  not  been  received  from  all  the  ports  for  the 
«mire  period,  yet  so  many  have  been  received 
(including  the  principal  ports)  as  to  hare  admit- 
ted of  a  adcnhition,  with  t^^^  to  the  rest,  not 
UMie  to  material  error.  The  produce  for  the 
year  1790  has  served  as  a  guide  in  respect  to  ports 
vom  which  returns  have  not  been  received. 

(B.)  The  sum  here  stated  is  altogether  upon 
estimate,  the  time  which  has  e^psM  since  the 
end  of  the  quarter  not  admitting  of  the  proper 
documents.  It  exceeds  the  produce  of  the  same 
quarter  for  the  preceding  year  (55,773  19.  If  the 
ratio  of  increase  of  any  preceding  quarter  during 
the  year  1791  had  been  applied  to  this  quarter,  the 
sum  would  have  been  considerably  greater.  But 
it  is  believed  that  this  would  not  (umish  a  just 
rule.  It  is  uadeistood  that  the  importations  for 
the  last  quarter  of  1790  were  much  increased  to 
avoid  the  additional  duties  which  were  to  take 
place  on  the  first  day  of  the  year  1791.    A]id,i 


though  the  additi<Nial  duty  on  distilled  spuits 
might  at  first  Tiew  be  expected  to  add  to  the  pro- 
duet  for  the  Quarter  in  question,  yet  it  is  far  from 
certain  that  tnis  was  the  effect  of  it.  Extraordi- 
nary exertions  were  made  to  import  distilled  spi- 
rits prior  to  July,  when  the  additional  duty  took 
effect,  which  may  be  supposed  to  have  lessened 
the  quantity  afterwards,  so  as  to  leave  it  a  ques- 
tion whether  this  article  was  more  or  less  pro- 
ductive iA  that  quarter  than  in  the  same  quarter 
of  the  former  year.  Making  allowance  for  these 
circumstances,  it  does  not  appear  probable  that 
the  last  quarter  of  1791  will  exceed  the  last  Quar- 
ter of  1790  in  so  great  a  proportion  as  any  oi  the 
preceding  corresponding  quarters. 

(C.)  This  sum  is  materially  short  of  the  ori- 
ginally-estimated product ;  but,  from  the  returns 
hitherto  received,  it  does  not  appear  likely  to  be 
^eater.  This  is  owing  partly  to  a  decreased  dis- 
tillation of  spirits  from  forei^  materials,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  sudden  rise  in  the  price  of  mo- 
lasses, and  partly  to  the  obstacles  which  have  re- 
tarded the  complete  execution  of  the  law. 

(D.)  The  sum  here  estimated  cannot,  in  the 
nature  of  the  thing,  be  accurate.  It  includes  a 
compromise  of  opposite  considerations.  First,  it 
contemplates  an  additional  sum  for  the  additional 
duty  on  imported  spirits,  which  will  be  faWj  ope- 
rative during  the  j^resent  year.  Secondly,  it  co4- 
templates  the  possibility  tnat  the  disturbances  in 
Hispaniola  may  tend  to  dimini^  the  sunply  of 
several  articles  which  are  objects  of  consideralde 
duties,  and  may  proportionably  diminish  the  reve- 
nue. Hence  about  one-third  of  the  probable  in- 
crease of  the  duties  on  spirits  is  addea  to  the  pro- 
duce of  the  year  1791,  and  the  aggregate  is  taken 
as  the  produce  of  the  year  1793,  abating  two-thirds 
of  that  increase  as  an  equivalent  for  other  defi- 
ciencies. 

(E.)  The  same  disturbances  in  Hispaniola  majr 
be  expected  to  dimimsh  the  jNroduct  of  the  duties 
on  home-made  spirits,  by  considerably  reducing 
the  supjdy  of  molasses ;  which,  added  to  ^e  o^ 
stacles  already  alluded  to,  (and  which  it  will  re- 
quire yet  some  time  completely  to  surmount,) 
cannot  fail  to  render  the  real  product  of  these 
duties,  in  the  course  of  the  present  year,  materi- 
ally less  than  the  estimated  product.  Acoordisg- 
ly,  an  abatement  of  about  one-third  is  made  in  t£e 
present  estimate. 

ALEXAJfDER  HAMILTON, 

Secretary  qfthe  Treasury, 

Tbbasdbt  QfiPARTMENT,  January  23, 1792. 

C. 

Estimate  ofammal  eapsnditure  on  the  ground  of 
eoctsting  sstabHshments,  viz : 

For  the  support  of  the  ctril  estabfishments 

of  Goremment,  including  $40,000  for 

foreign  aflhirs  -  -  -  $368,663  66 

Stated*  ezpenditare  of  the  War  Bepert- 

ment,  mdudhig  $26/>00  for  Indian 

«flun  .  •  «  -     8CI,7>1  61 

Plsnsiou  to  iwvalidi       -  *       «7468  60 
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Interest  on  the  Poblic  Debt,  foreign  and 
domestic,  indading  the  amount  of  the 


State  debts  assumed  • 
Total  annual  expenditure 


.  2,849,194  73 
-  3,688,043  50 


ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

TmMAtvwt  DsFAnTMiirr,  January  ^,  1792. 


THE  PUBLIC  DEBT. 


Treasury  Department,  Feb,  6, 1792, 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  herewith  a  Re- 
port on  the  subject  of  the  Public  Debt,  pursuant 
to  the  order  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  first  of  November,  1791,  and  to  subsequent 
references  therein  mentioned;  and  to  be,  with 
perfect  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most 
numble  servant, 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
The  Hon.  the  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


Treasury  Department,  Jan.  23, 1792. 

Pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  first  of  November,  1791,  directing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  "  to  report  to  the 
House  the  amount  of  the  subscriptions  to  the  loans 
proposed  by  the  act  making  provision  for  the 
Public  Debt,  as  well  in  the  debts  of  the  respective 
States  as  in  the  Domestic  Debt  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  the  parts  which  remain  unsnb- 
scribeo,  together  with  such  measures  as  are,  in  his 
opinion,  expedient  to  be  taken  on  the  subject,"  the 
said  Secretary  respectfully  submits  the  following 
Report : 

I.  The  whole  amomit  of  the  Domestic  Debt  of 
the  United  States,  principal  and  interest,  which 
has  been  subscribed  to  the  loan  proposed  concern- 
ing that  Debt,  by  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  making 
provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States,"  ac- 
cording to  the  statement  herewith  transmitted, 
marked  A,  and  subject  to  the  observations  accom- 
panying that  statement,  is  $31,797,481  22. 

Which,  pursuant  to  the  terms  of  that  act,  has 
been  converted  into  stock  bearing  an  imme- 
diate interest    of  six  per   cent,   per    annum 

$14,177,450  43 

Stock  bearing  the  like  interest 
from  the  first  of  January,  1801,      7,088,727  79 

Stock  bearing  an  immediate  in- 
terest of  mree  per  cent,  per 
annum  ....    10,531,303  00 


The  unsubscribed  residue  of  the  said  Debt,  ac^ 
cording  to  the  statements  herewith  transmitted, 
marked  B  and  C,  and  subject  to  the  otraervations 
accompanying  the  statement  C,  appears  to  amount 
to  $10,616,604  65. 

Consisting  of  registered  Debt,  principal  and  in- 
terest    -  -  -  -    $6,795,815  26 

Unsubscribed  stock  on  the  books 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Loans 
for  New  Jersey,  Pennsvlvania, 
and  Maryland,  principal  and  in- 
terest    -  -  -  -  15,674  62 

Credits  on  the  books  of  the  Trea- 
sury, for  which  no  certificates 
have  been  issued,  principal  and 
interest  -  -  -  -        107,648  63 

Outstanding  or  floating  evidences 
of  Debt  estimated,  per  state- 
ment C,  at        -  -  -      3,697,466  14 


Total 


-  $31,797,481  22 


Of  which  there  stands  ta  the  credit  of  the  Trus- 
tees of  the  Sinking  Fund,  in  consequence  of  pur- 
chases of  the  Public  Debt,  made  under  their  direc- 
tion, the  sum  of  $1,131,364  76. 


Total 


-  $10,616,604  65 


Concerning  which,  some  farther  arrangement 
is  necessary. 

The  greatest  part  of  the  registered  Debt,  hither- 
to unsubscribed,  is  owned  by  citizens  of  foreign 
countries ;  most,  if  not  all,  of  whom  appear  now 
disposed  to  embrace  the  terms  held  out  by  the  act 
above  mentioned ;  extensive  orders  having  been 
received  from  those  creditors  to  subscribe  to  the 
loan,  after  the  time  for  receiving  subscriptions 
had  elapsed. 

A  considerate  part  of  the  outstanding  or  float- 
ing Debt  consists  of  loan-<^ce  certificates,  issued 
between  the  first  of  September,  1777,  and  the  first 
of  March,  1778^  bearing  interest  on  the  nominal 
sum.  Many  of  the  holders  of  this  species  of  Debt 
have  come  m  upon  the  terms  of  this  act,  but  others 
have  hitherto  declined  it ;  alleging  that  the  spe- 
cial nature  of  their  contract  gives  a  peculiarity  to 
their  case,  and  renders  the  commutation  proposed 
not  so  fair  an  equivalent  to  them  as  in  other  in- 
stances. They  also  complain  that  the  act  has 
had,  towards  them,  a  compulsory  aspect,  by  re- 
fusing the  temporary  payment  of  interest  unless 
they  should  exchange  their  old  for  new  certifi- 
cates, essentially  varying  the  nature  of  their 
contract. 

A  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  10th  of  SepteoH 
ber.  1777,  stipulates  in  favor  of  this  class  of  credi- 
tors, interest  upon  the  nominal  instead  of  the  teal 
principal  of  their  Debt,  until  that  principal  be  dis- 
charged. This  certainly  renders  their  contract  of 
a  nature  more  beneficial  than  that  of  other  credi- 
tors ;  but  thev  are,  at  the  same  time,  liable  to  be 
divested  of  the  extra  benefit  it  gives  them  by  a 
payment  of  their  specie  dues ;  and  it  may  be  ob- 
servedj  thaf  they  have  actually  enjoyed,  and  by 
accepting  the  terms  offered  to  them  were  enal^ed 
to  realize,  advantages  superior  to  Other  creditors. 
They  have  been  paid  interest  by  bills  on  France, 
from  the  10th  of^  September,  1777,  to  the  1st  t» 
March,  1782,  while  other  creditors  received  their 
interest  in  depreciated  bills  of  the  old  emissions; 
and  the  terms  of  the  loan  proposed  p«t  it  in  their 
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power  to  realise  the  benefit  of  interest  on  tliue 
nominal  amount  of  their  respective  debts,  at  rates 
from  six  and  twenty-one  hnndiedths  nearly  to 
len  and  forty-seven  one  hundredths  per  cent,  on 
their  real  or  specie  capital,  down  to  the  last  of 
December,  1790. 

It  does  not,  therefore,  appear  to  have  been  an 
unreasonable  expectation  that  they,  as  readily  as 
any  other  desoription  of  public  creditors,  would 
have  acquiesced  m  a  measuie  calculated  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  Goveainient,.under  circum- 
stances in  xespect  to  which  it  has  been  demon- 
strated, by  subsequent  events,. that  the  accommo- 
dation desired  was  consistent  with  the  best  in- 
terest of  the  public  creditors.  A  larffe  proportion 
of  the  parties  interested  have,  iadeeo,  viewed  the 
matter  in  this  Ught,  and  have  embraced  the  pro- 
position. It  is  probable  that  the  pcogress  of  thm^ 
will  satisfy  the  remainder  that  it  is  equally[  thieir 
interest  to  concur,  if  a  farther  oj^rtunity  be 
afforded.  But  it  is,  nevertheless,  for  themselves 
only  to  judge  how  far  the  equivalent  proposed  is 
in  their  case  a  reasonable  aiui  fhir  one ;  now  far 
any  circumstances  in  their  claim  may  suggest 
Masons  for  moderation  on  their  part ;  or  how  lar 
any  other  motives,  public  or  privat^  ouffht  to 
inauee  an  aeeeptaace.  And  the  pnnciples  of 
oood  laith  require  that  their  election  sh<Midd  be 
me. 

On  this  cround,  the  complaiAt  which  regards 
the  withholding  of  a  temfiorary  payment  SH  in- 
tesest,  except  on  the  condition  of  surrender  of 
the  old  certificates  lor  new  ones,  importing  a  con- 
tract substantially  difierent,  appears  to  the  Secre- 
tary not  destitute  of  foundation.  He  presumes 
that  the  opetation  of  that  provision,  in  the  parti- 
cular case,  was  not  adverted  to ;  oc^that  an  excep- 
tion wouhl  have  been  introduced  as  mostconsonant 
with  the  general  spirit  and  design  of  the  act. 
▲oeordinglyj  the  further  measures  which  wiU  be 
flobmittea  will  contemplate  a  method  of  obviating 
the  objection  in  question. 

From  the  consideration  tjbttt  an  extension  of  the 
time  lor  receiving  stif^ations,  upon  the  terms 
of  the  act  making  provision  for  the  Debt  of  the 
United  States,  is  desiied  by  a  large  proportion  of 
the  non-subscribing  creditors;  and  from  tne  further 
eoDsidemtion  that  sufficient  experienceJias  not  yet 
been  had  of  the  productiveness  of  a  considerable 
bttttch  of  the  reventies  which  h»ve  b^n  estar 
hltshed.  to  afford  the  li^ht  neeessarv  to  a  1^1  ar- 
raagement,  it  is,  in  the  judgment  or  the  Seeretury, 
advisable  to  renew  the  pioposition  for  a  loan  m 
the  Domestic  Dd>t,  on  the  same  terms  with  the 
one  which  has  been  closed^  and  to  allow  time  for. 
receiving  subscriptions  to  it  until  the  kst  day  of 
September  next,  inclusively ;  making  provision 
for  a  temporary  payment  of  interest  to  such  who 
BM.y  pot  think  fit  to  subscribe,  for  the  year  1792, 
of  the  like  nature  with  that  which  was  made  in 
the  same  ease  for  the  year  1791 — except  as  to  the 
hfoMers  of  Loa^office  certificates,  issued  between 
the  1st  of  September.  1777,  and  the  Ist  of  March, 
1779 ;  in  sespaet  to  wnom  it  is  submitted  as  proper ; 
to  dispense  with  the  obligation  of  exchangmg 
84  Caa.--«85 


their  old  certificates  for  new,  as  the  condition  of 
their  receiving  interest  in  capacity  of  non-sub- 
scribers, and  to  allow  them,  without  such  ex- 
change, to  receive  the  same  interest,  both  for  the 
years  1791  and  1792,  as  if  they  had  subscribed  to 
the  first  loan.  It  will  not  be  materially  difficult 
so  to  regulate  the  operation  at  the  Treasury  as  to 
avoid,  in  the  particular  case,  that  danger  of  impo* 
sition  by  counterfeits,  whicn  was  the  motive  to 
the  general  provision  for  an  exchange  of  certifi- 
cates. 

II.  The  amount  of  the  subscriptions  in  the 
D^Ks  of  the  respective  States,  within  the  limits  of 
the  sum  assumed  in  each,  appears  by  the  statement 
marked  D  to  be  $17,072,334  39,  subject  to  the  ob- 
servations accompanying  that  statement.  Gonse- 
auently,  the  difference  fetween  the  aggregate  of 
le  sums  subscribed,  and  the  aggregate  of  the 
sums  assumed,  is  $4,427,665  61. 

This  differe3M:e  is  to  be  attributed  to  several 
causes,  the  principal  of  which  are  the  followiq^ : 
First,  that  tne  suins  assumed  in  respect  to  certam 
States,  exceeded  the  actual  amount  of  their  ex- 
isting debts.  Second,  that  in  various  instances  a 
part  of  the  existing  Debt  was  in  a  form  which  ex- 
cluded it  from  l^ing  received  without  contra- 
vening particular  pvovisions  of  the  law— as  in  the 
case  of  certificates  issued  after  the  1st  dav  of  Jan- 
uary, 1790,  in  lieu  of  certificates  which  had  been 
issued  prior  to  that  period,  which  was  reported 
upon  by  the  Secretary  on  the  25th  day  of  Febru- 
ary last.  Thi]^,  ignorance  of,  or  inattention  to, 
the  limitation  of  tune  for  receiving  subscriptions. 
It  appears  that  a  number  of  persons  lost  the  oj^ioc- 
tunity  of  subscribing  trom  the  one  or  the  other  of 
these  causesw 

A  strong  desire  that  a  further  opportunity  qiay 
be  afibrded  f(«  subscriptions  in  the  debts  of  ^ 
States,  has  been  manifested  bv  the  individuals  in- 
terested. And  the  States  or  Rhode  Island  and 
New  Hampshire  have,  by  the  public  acts  referred 
to  the  Secretary,  indicated  a  similar  desire.  The 
affording  of  such  further  ojiqportunity  may  either 
be  restricted  within  the  limit  as  to  amount,  which 
is  contemplated  by  the  act  itself,  or  may  receive 
an  extension  which  will  embrace  the  residuary 
debts  of  the  States. 

The  first  may  be  cbnsidered  as  nothing  more 
than  givinff  lull  effect  to  a  measure  already 
adoptd.  The  last  appears  to  have  in  its  iavor  au 
the  leading  inducements  to  what  has  been  already 
done.  The  embarrassments  which  might  arise 
from  conflictii^  svstems  of  finance  are  not  en- 
tirely obviated.  The  efiicacious  command  of  the 
national  resources  for  national  exiffencies,  is  not 
unequivocally  secured.  The  equalizing  of  the 
condition  of  the  citizens  of  every  State,  and  exr 
oneiating  those  of  the  States  most  indebted,  fropi 
partial  burdens  which  would  press  upon  them  in 
consequence  of  exertions  in  a  common  cause,  is 
not  completely  fulfilled  until  the  entire  Debt  of 
every  State,  contracted  in  relation  to  the  war,  is 
embraced  in  one  general  and  comprehensive  plan. 
The  inconvenience  to  the  United  State<t  of  dis- 
burdenmg  the  States,  which  are  still  encumbered 
with  considerable  debts,  would  bear  no  proportion 
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to  the  ineoDTenienee  which  they  would  feel  if  left 
to  struggle  with  those  debts  unaided.  More  gen- 
eral contentment,  therefore,  in  the  public  mind 
may  be  expected  to  attend  such  an  exoneration, 
than  the  reverse,  in  proportion  as  the  experience 
of  actual  inconyenience  would  be  greater,  though 
only  applicable  to  parts,  in  the  one  than  in  the 
other  ease. 

With  regard  to  States,  parts  only  of  the  debts 
of  which  have  been  assumed,  and  m  proportions 
short  of  those  which  have  prevailed  in  faror  of 
States,  and  other  short  also  of  what  would  have 
resulted  from  a  due  apportionment  of  the  entire 
sum  assumed,  the  claim  to  a  further  assumption 
b  founded  on  considerations  of  equal  justice,  as 
relative  to  the  measure  itself,  considered  in  a  sepa- 
rate and  independent  light. 

But  there  is  a  further  reason  of  material  weight 
for  an  immediate  graeral  assumption.  Moneyed 
men,  as  well  foreigners  as  citizens,  through  the 
expectation  of  an  eventual  assumption,  or  that  in 
some  shape  or  other  a  substantial  provision  will 
be  made  for  the  unassumed  residue  of  the  State 
debts,  will  be  induced  to  speculate  in  the  purchase 
of  them.  In  proportion  as  the  event  is  unsettled, 
or  uncertain,  the  price  of  the  article  will  be  low, 
and  the  present  proprietors  ynil  be  under  dind- 
vantage  m  the  sale.  The  loss  to  them  in  favor  of 
the  purchasers  is  to  be  re^rded  as  an  evil ;  and, 
as  far  as  it  is  connected  wHh  a  transfer  to  foreign- 
ers, at  an  undervalue,  it  will  be  a  national  evil. 
By  whatsoever  authority  an  ultimate  provision 
may  be  made,  there  will  be  an  absolute  loss  to  the 
community  equal  to  the  total  amount  of  such  un- 
dervalue. 

It  may  appear  an  objection  to  the  measure,  that 
it  will  require  an  establishment  of  additional  runds 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  But 
this  does  not  seem  to  be  a  necessary  consequence. 
The  probability  is,  that  without  a  supplementary 
assumption,  an  equal^  or  very  nearly  equal  aug- 
mentation of  ftmds  will  be  requisite  to  provide  for 
greater  balances,  in  favor  of  certain  States,  which 
would  be  proportionably  diminished  by  such  as- 
sumption. The  destination,  not  the  quantum  of 
the  fund,  will,  therefore,  be  the  chief  distinction 
between  the  two  cases. 

It  may  also  appear  an  objection  to«a  total  as- 
sumption, that  tne  ma^itude  of  the  object  is  not 
ascertained  with  precision.  It  is  not  certainly 
known  what  is  the  sum  due  in  each  State,  nor  has 
it  been  possible  to  acquire  the  information,  owing  to 
different  causes.  But,  though  precise  data  are  de- 
ficient, there  are  materials  wnich  will  serve  as 
guides.  From  the  returns  received  at  the  Trea- 
sury, assisted  by  information  in  other  ways,  it  may 
be  stated,  without  danger  of  material  error,  that 
the  remaining  debts  of  the  States,  over  and  above 
the  sums  already  subscribed,  will  not  exceed 
the  amounts  specified  in  statement  D,  accompa- 
nying this  Report;  and  that,  inclndinff  sums 
already  subscribed,  the  total  amount  to  be  ulti- 
mately provided  for,  in  the  event  of  a  general  as- 
sumption, will  not  exceed  $25,403,363  71,  which 
would  constitute  an  addition  of  $3,903,362  71  to 
the  sum  of  $21,500,000,  already  assumed.  Should 


a  total  assumption  be  deemed  eli^ble,  it  may  still 
be  advisable  to  assign  a  determinate  sum  for  each 
State,  that  the  utmost  limit  of  the  operation  may 
be  pre-established ;  and  it  is  necessary  in  order  to 
the  certainty  of  a  due  provision,  in  proper  time, 
that  interest  should  not  begin  to  be  payable,  on  die 
additional  sums  assumed,  nntil  alter  the  year  1792. 
It  will  occur,  that  provision  has  been  made  for 
paying  to  each  State,  in  trust  for  its  non-subscrib- 
mg  creditors,  an  interest  upon  the  difference  be- 
tween the  sum  assumed  for  such.  State,  and  that 
actually  subscribed,  equal  to  what  would  have 
been  payable,  if  it  had  been  subscribed. 

In  the  event  of  a  further  assumption,  either 
within  the  limits  already  established,  or  commai- 
surate  with  the  remaining  debts  of  the  States,  it 
is  conceived  that  it  will  not  be  incompatible  widi 
the  provision  just  mentioned,  to  retain^  at  the  end 
of  each  quarter,  during  the  progress  of  the  farther 
subscripticm,  out  of  the  money  directed  to  be  paid 
to  each  State,  a  sum  correspondinff  with  the  in- 
terest upon  so  much  of  its  dwts  as  ^lall  have  been 
subscribed  to  that  period,  paying  the  overplus,  if 
any,  to  the  State.  An  absdute  suspension  of  that 
payment  does  not  appear  consistent  with  the  na- 
ture of  the  stipulation  included  in  that  provision ; 
for,  though  the  money  to  be  paid  to  a  State  be 
expressly  a  trust  for  the  non-subscribinff  crediton, 
yet.  as  it  cannot  be  certain  beforehand  that  they 
will  elect  to  chan^  their  condition,  the  possibility 
of  it  will  not  justify  a  suspension  of  pajrnient  Co 
the  State,  which  might  operate  as  suspension  of 
payment  to  the  creditors  themu^elves. 

A  further  objection  to  such  a  suspension  results 
from  the  idea  that  the  provision  m  question  ap- 
pears to  have  a  secondary  object,  namely:  as  a 
pledge  for  securing  a  provision  for  whatever  ba- 
lance may  be  found  due  to  a  State  on  the  general 
settlement  of  accounts.  The  payment  directed  to 
be  made  to  a  State  is  ^  to  continue  wniil  there 
shall  be  a  settlement  of  accounts  between  tlie 
United  States  and  the  individual  States ;  and,  in 
case  a  balance  should  then  appear  in  favor  of  a 
State,  until  provision  shall  be  made  for  the  said 
balance.''  This  secondary  operation  as  a  jdedse 
or  security  (consbtently  with  the  intent  of  the 
Funding  Act)  can  only  be  superseded  in  favor  of 
the  primary  object,  a  provision  for  the  creditors, 
and,  as  far  as  may  be  necessary,  to  admit  them  to 
sun  effectual  particijMition  of  it.  But,  as  whatever 
money  may  be  paid  to  a  State  is  to  be  paid  over 
to  its  creditors,  proportional  deductions  may,  with 
propriety,  be  made  from  the  debts  of  those  credit- 
ors who  may  hereafW  subscribe,  so  as  that  the 
United  States  may  not  hare  to  pay  twice  for  tke 
same  purpose. 

If  it  shall  be  judged  expedient^  either  to  open 
again,  or  extend  the  assumption,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  vary  the  description  of  the  debts,  idiiek 
may  be  suliscribed,  so  as  to  comprehend  ail  thoee 
which  have  relation  to  services  or  supplies  daring 
the  war,  under  such  restrictions  as  are  requisite  to 
guard  against  abuse. 

In  the  oriffinal  proposition  for  an  assumption  of 
the  State  debts,  and  m  the  suggestions  now  made 
on  the  same  subject,  the  Secretary  bit  coatcm- 
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plated,  and  still  contemnlates,  as  a  material  part 
of  the  plan,  an  effectual  provision  for  the  sale  of 
the  vacant  lands  of  the  United  States.  He  has 
considered  this  resource  as  an  important  mean  of 
sinking  a  part  of  the  Debt,  and  facilitating^  ultimate 
arrangements  concerning  the  residue.  If  supple^ 
mentary  funds  shall  be  rendered  necessarv  by  an 
additional  assumption,  the  provision  will  most 
conveniently  be  made  at  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress, when  the  productiveness  of  the  existing 
revenues,  and  the  extent  of  the  sum  to  be  provided 
for  will  be  better  ascertained. 

There  is  a  part  of  the  Public  Debt  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  which  is  a  cause  of  some  perplexity  to 
the  Treasury.  It  is  not  comprehended  withii^  the 
existing  provision  for  the  Foreign  debt^  which  is 
confined  to  loans  made  abroaa ;  and  it  is  ques- 
tionable whether  it  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  portion 
of  the  Domestic  debt.  It  is  not  only  due  tb  fo- 
reigners, but  the  interest  upon  it  is  payable,  by  ex- 
press stipulation,  in  a  foreign  country ;  whence  it 
Decomes  a  matter  of  doubt  whether  it  be  at  all 
contemplated  by  the  act  maxing  provision  for  the 
Debt  of  the  United  States.  The  part  alluded  to 
is  that  which  is  due  to  certain  foreign  officers  who 
served  the  United  States  during  the  late  war.  In 
consequence  of  a  resolution  of  Uonpess,  directing 
their  interest  to  be  paid  to  them  m  France,  the 
certificates  which  were  issued  to  them  specify 
that  '^  in  pursuance  of,  and  compliance  with,  a 
certain  resolution  of  Confess  of  the  third  day  of 
February,  1784,  the  said  interest  is  to  be  paid  an- 
nually, at  the  house  of  Monsieur  Le  Ghraim,  bank- 
er, in  Paris.*'  Interest  has  accordingly  been  paid 
to  them  at  Paris,  down  to  the  31st  of  December, 
1788,  by  virtue  of  a  special  resolution  of  Congress, 
o{  the  ^th  of  August  in  that  year ;  sinee  which 
period,  no  payment  has  been  maM. 

It  has  been  heretofore  suggested,  as  the  opinion 
of  the  Secretary,  that  it  would  be  expedient  to 
cause  tht  whole  of  this  description  of  debt  to  be 
paid  off,  among  other  reasons,  because  it  bears  an 
interest  at  six  per  centum  per  annmn,  payable 
abroad,  and  can  be  discharged  with  a  saving.  The 
other  reasons  alluded  to  are  of  a  nature  both 
weighty  and  delicate^  and  too  obvious,  it  is  pre- 
sumed, to  need  a  specification.  Some  recent  cir- 
cumstances have  served  to  strengthen  the  induce- 
ments to  the  meaiure ;  but,  it  it  should  finally  be 
deemed  unadvisable,  it  is  necessary^  at  least,  that 
provision  should  be  made  for  the  interest,  which 
is  now  suspended,  under  the  doubt  that  has  been 
stated,  and  from  the  want  of  authority  to  remit  it 

Sursuant  to  the  contract.    The  amount  of  this 
ebt,  with  the  arrears  of  interest  to  the  end  of  the 
year  1791,  is  $220,646  81. 

IV.  The  act  making  provision  for  the  Debt  of 
the  United  States  has  appropriated  the  proceeds 
of  the  Western  lands  as  a  fund  for  the  dischargee 
of  the  Public  Debt.  And  the  act  making  provi- 
sion for  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt  has  ap- 
propriated all  the  ^rplus  of  the  duties  on  imports 
and  tonniu^e,  to  the  end  of  the  year  1790,  to  the 
purpose  ofpurchasing  the  Debt  at  the  market  price, 
and  has  authorized  the  President  to  borrow  the 
Airther  sum  of  $2,000,000  for  the  same  object. 


These  nieasures  serve  to  indicate  the  intention 
of  the  Liegislature,  as  early  and  as  fast  as  possible, 
to  provide  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  existing 
Debt  In  pursuance  of  that  intention,  it  appears 
advisable  that  a  systematic  plan  shoula  be  oe^un 
for  the  creation  and  establishment  of  a  Sinking 
Fund. 

An  obvious  basis  of  this  establishment,  which 
mav  be  immediately  contemplated,  is  the  amount 
of  the  interest  on  so  much  of  the  Debt  as  has  been  or 
shall  be,  from  time  to  tim&  purchased  or  paid  ofL 
or  received  in  discharge  of  anv  debt  or  demand  of 
the  United  States,  ma^e  payable  in  public  securi- 
tiesj  over  and  above  the  interest  of  any  new  debt, 
which  may  be  created  in  order  to  such  purchase, 
or  payment. 

The  purchases  of  the  Debt  already  made  have 
left  a  sum  of  interest  in  the  Treasury,  which  will 
be  increased  by  future  purchases,  certain  sums 
payable  to  the  United  States  in  their  own  securir 
ties,  wUl,  when  received,  have  a  similar  effect*/ 
And  there  is  ground  to  calculate  on  a  saving  upoa.' 
the  operations  which  are  in  execution  with  re^ird 
to  the  Foreign  debt.  The  sale  of  the  TV^^^^"^ 
lands,  when  provision  shall  be  made  for  it,  mav 
be  expected  to  produce  a  material  addition  to  suck 
afunu. 

It  is,  therefore,  submitted  that  it  be  adopted  as 
a  [^inciple,  that  all  interest  which  shall  have 
ceiUMBd  to  be  payable,  by  any  of  the  meona  above 
specified,  shaU  oe  set  apart  amd  appropriated  in 
the  most  firm  and  inviolable  manner,  as  a  fund  for 
sinking  the  Public  Debt,  by  purchase  or  payment; 
and  that  the  said  fund  be  placed  under  the  direc* 
tion  of  the  officers  named  m  the  second  section  of 
the  act  making  pro  vision  for  the  ^duGtkm  of  the 
Public  Debt,  to  be  by  tkem  applied  towards  the 
purchase  of  the  said  Debt,  nntil  the  annual  pro- 
duce of  the  said  fund  shall  amount  to  two  per 
cent  of  the  entire  portion  of  the  Debt  which  bears 
a  present  interest  of  six  per  centum,  and  thence- 
forth to  be  applied  towards  the  redemption  of  that 
portion  of  the  Debt,  according  tA  tfage  right  which 
has  been  reserved  to  the  Government 

It  will  deserve  the  consideration  of  the  Liegisla* 
ture,  whether  this  fund  ouffht  not  to  be  so  vested 
as  to  acquire  the  nature  and  quality  of  a  proprie- 
tary trusty  incapable  of  Deang  diverted  withont  a 
violation  of  the  principles  and  sanctions  of  pro- 
perty. 

A  rtpid  accmnulation  of  this  fund  would  arise 
from  its  own  operation ;  but  it  is  not  doubted  that 
the  progressive  development  of  the  resources  of 
the  country,  and  a  reduction  of  the  rate  of  inte- 
rest, by  tlie  progress  of  public  credit  already  exem- 
plified in  a  considerable  decree,  will  speedily  ena- 
ble the  €k>vemment  to  make  important  adaiti(ms 
to  it,  in  various  ways.  With  due  attention  to  pre- 
serve order  and  cultivate  peace,  a  strong  expeeta* 
tion  may  be  indulged,  that  a  reduction  oT  the  Debt 
of  the  countrjT  wiO  keep  pace  wiUi  the  reasonaUe 
hopes  of  its  citizens. 

All  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

ALBXANDBR  HAMILTON, 

Secretarp  if  the  TV^Oftfry. 
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jnt  of  the  Debt  of  the  United  Staiea,Jimded  agreeably  to  the  (ict  of  Congrett  of  the  4th  of  Au- 

guit,  1790,  at  the  Treasury  and  the  teveral  loan  Officei,from  theUtqf  October,  1790,  to  the  301& 
of  September,  1791. 


Ftmdcd6per 
wntatMk. 

Delemdeper 
Mntftoek. 

Funded  3  per 
eentrtoA. 

ToUlMBonnt 

Treasury    -           -           -           . 

$5,134,041  41 

$2,592,018  72 

$3,973,865  10 

t              !5  23 

New  Hampahire    -          -          - 

HassBchiuSm        - 

2,126,062  40 

1,063,034  94 

1,           7  41 

A  75 

Rhode  Island 

279,809  72 

139,803  65 

7  71 

«  98 

461,644  31 

230,B23  38 

a  99 

New  York 

2,204,016  07 

1,102,012  12 

1,          14  96 

i3  15 

New  Jersey            .           ,           - 

472,728  51 

236,358  96 

i9  71 

17  18 

Pennsylvania 

1,871,455  80 

935,730  39 

6  21 

12  40 

Delaware   -          -          -          - 

26,191  19 

13,095  64 

S  75 

19  58 

Maryland    -           -           -           . 
Tirpnia     .... 

717,818  71 

358,903  15 

8  48 

0  34 

453,079  69 

226,996  35 

:8  22 

i)2S 

North  Carolina      - 

13,064  03 

6,531  77 
6^682  68 

18  35 

Bonth  Carolina     - 

135,366  33 

iO  87 

19  88 

Oeo^a      .... 

40,149  82 

20,074  92 

>6  29 

)3  03 

14,177,450  43 

7,088,727  79 

10,531,303  00 

31,797,481  22 

The  amoont  of  atock  fimded  al  the  Treasary  to  30tfa  Bepteraber,  1791,  hu  been  ascertained  wirh 
Mcuracy  ;  but,  at  that  time,  many  Eubscriptions  had  been  made,  which  hare  not  yet  been  adjusted 
ftn  want  of  propn  powers  of  altarDey,  aod  other  documents.  It  is,  therefore,  probable  that,  on  settle- 
ment of  all  the  Loaot,  die  amoDDl  will  be  found  somewhat'diSferent  from  wo&t  is  now  represemed. 

The  mmt  fouded  at  the  sercral  Loan  Offices,  it  is  presumed,  are  aae«tained  with  accuracy;  but. 
n  the  kMBs  had  not  been  a^i^isted  in  alt  instances  when  the  returns  were  made,  some  immaterial 
diffeicBoes  will  probably  ttoreafter  appew. 

TRBAtDBT  DBPAHTinnrr,  Rewbter's  Ofpiob,  September  30, 1791. 

X»fiEPH  N0UR8B,  RegMer. 


f  the  Registered  and  OiMiOecribed  Debt  of  the  Uiuttd  State*,  wAieA  remained  w^ded 
upon  the  dote  of  the  Loan  on  the  30th  September,  1791. 


4,716,3TS  4ft 


K  ClfFDKDBB  DEBT. 

The  amount  of  thia  drtt,  as  stated  to  Congrcas  cm  the  3d  of  Mareh, 
1789,  w»s       -  -  - : 

There  were  Treasury  certificates  issued  in  exchange  (at  Loan  Office 
Kttlemem  cettiflcatet,  eaaodled  by  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury, 
from  die  3d  of  March,  1789,  to  the  30th  of  April,  1791 

There  hare  been  certificates  issued  to  invalid  pensioners  and  others 
entided  thereunto,  on  final  settlement,  in  pursuance  of  acts  of  Con- 
gress of  the  present  and  late  OoTeraiiMnt     .... 

Of  the  said  debt,  there  has  been  loaned  as  follow,  viz : 
FWq  the  openiDg  of  the  Loan  to  the  31st  of  March, 

1791 »1,371,978  37 

Prwa  the  1st  April  to  80th  June,  1791  -  -  -    l,0Sa466  60 

e  1st  Jniy  lo  30lh  SepMmbei    - 


Prom  the  I: 


>]  1,191  82 


Which,  baing  deduct^ leaves  a  balance 
tal  eiediton  on  the  Treasury  books   - 


-principal  nun  due  the  seve- 
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The  interest  on  said  Debt  to  December  31, 1790,*  is  as  fbUows,  viz : 
Arrearages  to  the  31st  December,  1787  -           -           -     $479,677  88 
Three  years'  interest,  from  1st  January,  1788,  to  31st 
December,  1790 968,064  70 

Registered  Debt,  prmcipal  and  interest  •  -  -  .  . 

UW8UB8CRIBED   DEBT. 

The  Debt  unsubscribed  upon  the  books,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 

and  Maryland,  amounts  to      - 
Interest  --------- 

Credits  on  the  Treasury  books  to  invalid  pensioners  and  several 
corps,  for  which  certificates  of  Registered  Debt  are  yet  to  be  issued. 

INVALID  PENSfONBRS. 

For  the  amount  due  to  them  under  the  act  of  Congress  providing  for 
the  payment  of  their  arreara^s         .  .  -  -  . 

The  following  corps  have  credit  on  the  Treasury  books,  being  for  cer- 
tain certificates  of  finid  settlement,  returned  to  the  Treasury  and 
cancelled,  and  which  certificates  had  issued  to  non-comtnissioned 
offiotrs  and  soldiers  of  said  corps^  respectively,  for  their  pay: 
Fourth  re^ment  Pennsylvania  artillery  .  -  -  - 

Corps  of  li^ht  dragoons  ------- 

Invalid  regiment  ------- 

Artillery  officers  ------- 

Willet's  regiment  ------- 

Razen's  regiment  ------- 

Baldwin's  regiment  of  artificers  -  .  .  .  . 

Corps  of  sappers  and  miners     ------ 

Armand's  legion  -  .  -  -  -  -i  - 

Lee's  legion        -------- 

Fourth  Pennsylvania  regiment,  Captain  North's  com- 
pany   -------  $487  67 

Fourth  Pennsylvania  regiment,  Captain  Lacy's  com- 
pany   1,062  97 

Franklin's  company  of  militia  .--... 

Individual  creditors  of  the  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Marvlaad 
have  credit  on  the  Treasury  books,  betng  lor  certificates  of  final  set- 
tlement, returned  to  the  Treasury  and  cancelled,  and  which  certifi- 
cates had  issued  to  them  respectively. 

By  Benjamin  Steele,  Commissioner  of  Pennsylvania;  $5,436  66 
John  White,  Maryland    -  -  -  -  693  89 


Interest  on  the  foregoing  credits 


1074 


1,417,732  64 


$6,795,815  29 


$12,539  70 
3,134  92 


h*fa 


$56,152  76 


$846  37 

1,009  83 
3,803  35 

386  2a 

2^^ 

U,267  49 

281  28 

416  93 

834  17 

693  17 

1,550  64 

280  67 

6,130  55 


86,118  91 
21,529  72 


15,674  6» 


107,648  69 

6,919,138  51 

Treasury  Department,  Register's  Office,  November  30,  1791. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Regyrter. 


C. 

EtHmate  of  the  OiUHaiikknt  Deht^  on  ^  ^Oth  6f  September^  1791,  tiz : 

The  amount  of  the  Domestic  Debt  of  the  United  States,  as  stated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasittf, 
in  his  Report  of  the  9tk  of  January,  1790,  to  the  House  or  Reptesentatires,  rdbttive  to  a  provision  for 
the  support  of  the  pabiic  eredily  is  88  foMb^pvi : 
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Liquidated  and  Loan  Office  debt,  as  per  schedule  C 

Interest  thereon  to  the  3l8t  of  December,  1790,  per  schedole  D 


Additional  sum  for  sinking  the  Continental  bilk  of  credit,  and  for  the  discharge  of  the 
other  parts  of  the  onliqmdated  debt    ------ 


$27,383,917  67 
-    13,030,168  29 


2,000,000  00 


From  which  deduct  amount  as  per  statement  A  •  -  -  $31,797,481  22 

Amount  of  the  registered  debt  and  credit,  with  interest,  per  statement  B     6,919,138  51 


42,414,085  87 


Balance  outstanding 


38,716,619  73 
3.697,466  14 


Note. — The  balance  above  stated  to  be  outstanding,  probably  exceeds  the  real  sum.  In  the  oru;i- 
aal  estimate,  the  old  emission  bills  were  computed  at  forty  for  one ;  but  they  have  been  provided  ror, 
at  one  hundred  for  one.  There  are  also  Loan  Office  certincates,  which  were  sent  to  DDbuc  officers,  to 
be  applied  to  the  public  service,  and  which  were  supposed  to  have  been  so  applied,  but  which  have 
since,  upon  settlements  of  their  accounts  at  the  Treasury,  been  returned  and  cancelled. 

In  addition  to  this,  payments  in  public  securities  are  expected  to  be  made  into  the  Treasury,  which 
will  thereupon  be  cancelled.  And  it  is  presumable  that,  m  the  course  of  the  war,  sums  have  been  lost 
and  destroyed,  which  are  included  in  the  estimate;  but,  as  there  is  some  arrearage  of  interest  not  in- 
cluded in  the  calculation,  and  as  there  are  certain  claims  on  the  Treasury,  the  event  or  amount  of 
which  is  not  yet  determined,  it  is  not  nassible  now  to  make  a  precise  estunate  of  the  difference  be- 
tween the  sum  computed  to  be  outstanding,  and  what  will  be  r^lly  found  so. 

Trbasurt  Department,  Reqister'b  Office,  Ikwmber  30, 1791. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  lUgiMUt. 


D. 

SiaUimefii  qf9ut>$cripticn$  to  the  Loan^.pa/jfobU  m  cerii^ 
m  the  eeveral  Loan  (MotB^from  the  let  of  October^  1 
to  the  act  fOMed  the  Uh  ofAugwt,  1790. 


or  natee  ieeued  by  thereepective  Statee, 
,  to  the  30C^  of  September,  1791,  agreeably 


States. 


New  Hampshire  - 
Biassachusetts 
Rhode  Island 
Connecticut 
New  York 
New  Jersey 
Pennsylvania 
Delaware  - 
BAaryland  - 
Virginia    - 
Nonh  Carolina     - 
South  Carolina     - 
Gkoigia    - 


Amount  as- 
sumed by  the 
met 


$300,000 
4,000,000 

200,000 
1,600,000 
1,200,000 

800,000 
2,200,000 

209,000 

800,000 
3^500,000 
2,400,000 
4,000,000 

300,000 


21,500,000 


Amount  unsob-    Remsining  un- 


scribed. 


^Nd42,501  25 
4,447,013  81 

344,259  49 
1,455,331  81 
1,028,238  75 

599,703  56 

675,101  33 
53,305  84 

299,285  40 
2,552,570  88 
1,166,355  57 
4,634^8  52 

300,000  00 


subscribed,  to 

complete  the 

amount  assumed. 


$57,498  75 


144,668  19 
171,761  25 
200,296  44 
1,524,898  67 
146,694  16 
500,744  60 
947,429  12 
733,644  43 


Subscribed  be- 
yond the  amount 
assumed. 


Estimated  amount 

of  ^e  remaining 

d^  of  the  State. 


$477,013  81 
144,259  49 


18,328,186  21       4,427,665  61 


634^78  52 


1,255,851  82 


$100,000  00  ia, 

1,838,540  66  {b] 
349,259  69  f  c! 
458,436  52 
195,639  79 
207,647  78 
500,000  00 

None. 
430,000  00 

1,172,555  25  (d] 
713,192  30  (e. 

1,965,756  33 
400,000  00 


8,331,028  32 


NOTEa 


1.  The  sums  marked  a,  in  the  column  of  remaining  debts,  are  inserted  upon  recent  official  com-' 
■imucations. 

8.  Those  marked  6,  are  founded  upon  official  statements  some  time  since  received,  and  reported  to 
titt  House  d  Representatives,  on  the  9th  of  January.  1700,  adding  interest  for  the  subsequent  period. 

3.  Those  marked  c,  are  founded  on  informal  information,  but  such  as  is  deemed  substantially 
aathentie  and  accurate. 

The  estimate  for  Rhode  Island  includes  a  sum  n^  aseertaiMd,  which  has  been  cancelled  in  conse- 
quence of  former  laws  q[  the  Sute,  enjoining  the  creditoaa  to  bring  in  their  certiieates,  «id  receive 
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Cyment  in  paper  money,  but  has  been  rerived  by  a  late  law  of  the  State,  directing  the  sums  paid  ta 
liquidateo,  according  to  a  certain  scale,  and  deducted  from  the  original  amount. 

4.  That  marked  d  is  founded  on  a  report  of  a  committee  of  the  11th  November,  1791,  to  the 
House  of  Delegates  of  Virginia,  compared  with  a  former  return  to  the  Treasury,  and  other  information.. 

5.  That  marked  e,  is  founded  upon  a  statement  of  the  Comptroller  of  Nortn  Carolina,  of  the  20th 
of  May.  1790. 

6.  That  marked/  is  founded  on  a  statement  of  the  Treasurer  of  Georgia,  of  the  30th  of  April,  1790,, 
compared  with  other  information. 

7.  The  sums  expressed  in  round  nmnbers  are  not  meant  to  be  understood  as  precisely  accurate,  but 
as  very  near  the  truth. 

8.  The  Foreign,  as  well  as  the  Domestic  Debt  of  the  States,  is  included. 
TMA0DRT  Dbpartmbnt,  Jomiant  25, 1792. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  Secretary  if  the  Treatmy. 


8PIIUT8,  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC. 

In  obedience  to  tiie  ordera  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
thres,  of  tiie  first  and  second  days  of  November  last, 
the  first  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
report  to  the  House  anch  information  as  he  may  have 
c^tained  veqMcting  any  difficulties  which  may  have 
occurred  in  the  execution  of  the  act  '^  repealing,  after 
tiie  last  day  of  June  next,  the  duties  heretofore  laid 
upon  dirtilled  spirits  imported  from  abroad,  and  lay- 
ing others  in  their  stead;  and  alee  upon  spirits  dis- 
tilled within  the  United  States,  and  for  appropriating 
the  same,"  together  with  his  opinion  thereupon. 
The  second  directing  him  to  report  to  the  House 
whether  any  and  what  alterations  in  &vor  of  the 
spirits  which  shall  be  distilled  from  articles  of  the 
growth  or  produce  of  the  United  States,  or  from  fo- 
reign articles  within  the  same,  can,  in  his  opinion, 
be  made  in  the  act  for  laying  duties  upon  spirits  dis- 
tilled within  the  United  States,  consistently  with  its 
main  design,  and  with  the  maintenance  of  the  public 
foith.  The  said  Secretary  respectftilly  submits  the 
following  Report: 

From  the  several  petitions  and  memorials  which 
have  been  referred  to  the  Secretary,  as  well  as 
from  various  representations  which  have  been  made 
to  him,  it  appears  that  obiections  have  arisen  in 
different  quarters  against  the  above-mentioned  act, 
which  have,  in  some  instances,  embarrassed  its 
execution,  and  inspired  a  desire  of  its  bein^  re- 
pealed ;  in  others,  have  induced  a  wbh  that  iter- 
ations may  be  made  in  some  of  its  provisions. 
These  objections  have  reference  to  a  supposed  ten- 
dency of  the  act — 1st.  To  contravene  the  princi- 
ples of  liberty ;  2dly.  To  injure  morals  ^  3dly.  To 
oppress  by  heavy  and  excessive  penalties ;  ithl^f. 
To  injure  'industry  and  interfere  with  the  busi- 
ness of  distilling. 

As  to  the  supposed  tendency  of  the  act  to  con- 
travene the  prmcij^es  of  liberty,  the  discussions  of 
the  subject  which  have  had  place  in  and  out  of 
the  Legislature  supersede  the  necessity  of  more 
than  a  few  brief  general  observations. 

It  is  presumed  that  a  revision  of  the  point  can- 
not in  this  respect  weaken  the  conviction  which 
originally  dictated  the  law. 


There  can  surely  be  nothing  in  the  nature  of 
an  internal  duty  on  a  consumabfe  commodity  more 
incompatible  with  liberty  than  in  that  of  an  ex- 
ternal duty  on  a  like  commoditv.  A  doctrine 
which  asserts  that  all  duties  of  the  former  kind 
(usually  denominated  *  excises)  are  inconsistent 
with  the  genius  of  a  free  €k>vemment  is  too  vio- 
lent and  too  little  reconcilable  with  the  necessi- 
ties of  society  to  be  true.  It  would  tend  to  dei)rive 
the  Government  of  what  is  in  most  countries  a 
principal  source  of  revenue,  and,  by  narrowing 
the  distribution  of  taxes,  would  serve  to  oppress 
particular  kinds  of  industry.  It  would  throw,  in 
the  first  instance,  an  undue  proportion  of  the  pub- 
lic burden  on  the  merchant  ana  on  the  landholdet. 
This  is  one  of  those  cases  in  which  names  have 
an  improper  influence,  and  in  which  preposses- 
sions exclude  a  due  attention  to  facts.  Accord- 
ingly, the  law  under  consideration  is  complain- 
ed^ o^  though  free  from  the  features  which  have 
served  in  other  cases  to  render  laws  on  the 
same  subiect  exceptionable.  And  though  the  dif- 
ferences nave  been  pointed  out,  they  have  not  only 
been  overlooked  but  the  verv  things  which  have 
been  studiously  avoided  in  the  formation  of  the 
law  are  charged  upon  it,  and  that,  too,  from  quar- 
ters where  its  operation  would,  from  circumstan- 
ces, have  worn  the  least  appearance  of  them. 

It  has  been  heretofore  noticed  that  the  chief 
circumstances  which,  in  certain  excise  laws,  have 
ffiven  occasion  to  the  charge  of  their  being  un- 
friendly to  liberty,  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  act 
which  is  the  subject  ot  the  Report,  namely :  1st,  a 
summary  and  discretionary  jurisdiction  in  the  ex- 
cise oflicers,  contrary  to  the  course  of  the  common 
law,  and  an  abridgement  of  the  right  of  trial  by 
jury ;  and,  secon(uy,  a  general  power  in  the  same 
officers  to  search  and  inspect  indiscriminately  all 
the  houses  and  buildings  of  the  persons  engaged 
in  the  business  to  which  the  tax  relates. 

As  to  the  first  particular,  there  is  nothing  in  the 
act  even  to  give  color  to  a  charge  of  the  kind 
against  it,  and  accordingly  it  has  not  been  brought. 
Jmit  as  to  the  second,  a  very  different  power  nas 
been  mistaken  for  it,  and  the  act  is  complained  of 
as  conferrinjDf  that  very  power  of  indiscriminate 
search  and  inspection.  The  fact,  nevertheless,  is 
otherwise.  An  officer,  under  the  act  in  question, 
can  inspect  or  search  no  house  or  building,  or  even 
apartment  of  any  house  or  building,  "mich  has 
not  been  previously  entered  and  marked  by  the 
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possessor  as  a  place  ased  for  distillinr  or  keepiBg 
spirits.  And  even  the  power  so  qualified  is  only 
applicable  to  distilleries  from  foreign  materiais, 
and  in  cities,  towns,  and  villages,  from  domestic 
materials ;  that  is,  only  in  oases  in  which  the  law 
<:ontemplates  that  the  business  is  carried  on  upon 
-such  a  scale  as  efiectually  to  separate  the  distil- 
lery from  the  dwelling  of  the  distiller.  The  dis- 
tilleries scattered  over  the  country,  which  form 
much  the  greatest  part  of  the  whole,  are  in  no  de- 
gree subject  to  discretionary  inspection  and  search. 

The  true  principles  of  the  objection  which  may 
be  mised  to  a  general  discretionary  power  of  in- 
spection and  search  is,  that  the  domicil  or  dwel- 
Img  of  a  citizen  ought  to  be  free  from  vexatious 
inquisition  and  intrusion.  This  principle  cannot 
apply  to  a  case  in  which  it  is  put  m  his  own  pow- 
er to  separate  the  place  of  his  business  from  the 
place  of  hb  habitation,  and  by  desi^atin^  the 
former  visible  public  marks,  to  avoid  all  mter- 
n^ddling  with  the  latter.  A  distillery  seldom 
forms  a  part  of  the  dwelling  of  its  proprietor,  and, 
even  where  it  does,  it  depends  on  him  to  airect 
and  limit  the  power  of  visiting  and  search,  by 
markinjg  out  the  particular  apartments  which  are 
90  employed. 

But  the  reouisition  upon  the  distiller  to  set  marks 
OU  the  building  or  apartments  which  he  makes 
use  of  in  his  business  is  one  of  the  topics  of  com- 
plaint against  the  law.  Such  marks  are  repre- 
sented as  a  dishonorable  badge.  And  thus  a  regu- 
lation designed  as  much  to  conform  with  the  feel- 
ings of  the  citizen  as  for  the  security  of  the  reve- 
nue is  converted  into  matter  of  objection. 

It  is  not  easy  to  conceive  what  maxim  of  liber- 
ty is  violated  oy  requiring  persons  who  carry  on 
particular  trades,  which  are  made  contributory  to 
the  revenue,  to  designate  b)r  public  marks  the 
places  in  which  they  are  carried  on.  There  can 
certainly  be  nothing  more  harmless  or  less  incon- 
venient than  such  a  regulation.  The  thing  itself 
is  frequently  done  by  persons  of  various  callings, 
for  the  information  of  customers;  and  why  it 
should  become  a  hardship  or  mevance,  if  required 
fora  public  purpose,  can  with  difficulty  be  imagined. 

The  supposed  tendency  of  the  act  to  injure  mo- 
rals seems  to  have  relation  .to  the  oaths,  which  are 
in  a  variety  of  cases  required,  and  which  are  lia- 
ble to  the  objection  that  they  ^ive  occasion  to  per- 
juries. The  necessity  of  requiring  oaths  is,  when- 
ever it  occurs,  matter  of  reyret.  It  is  certainly 
desirable  to  avoid  them  as  often  and  as  far  as  pos- 
^le.  But  it  is  more  easy  to  desire  than  to  nnd 
a  substitute.  The  requiring  of  them  is  not  pecu* 
liar  to  the  act  in  question.  They  are  a  common 
appendage  of  revenue  laws,  and  are  among  the 
usual  guards  of  those  laws,  as  they  are  of  pub- 
lic and  private  rights  in  Courts  of  Justice.  They 
constantly  occur  m  jury  trials,  to  which  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  are  so  much  and  so  just- 
ly attached.  The  same  objection,  in  different  de- 
^es.  Lies  against  them  in  both  cases.  Yet  it  is 
not  perceivable  how  they  can  be  dispensed  with 
in  either.  It  is  remarkable  that  both  the  kinds  of 
security  to  the  revenue  which  are  to  be  found  in 
the  act,  the  oaths  of  parties  and  the  inspection  of 


<^lcers,  are  objected  to.  If  they  are  both  to  foe 
aband<»ied.  it  is  not  easy  to  imajpoe  what  security 
thore  can  1^  for  any  species  of  revenue  which  is 
to  be  collected  from  articles  of  consumption.    If 

Erecautions  of  this  nature  are  inconsistent  widi 
berty,  and  immoral,  as  there  are  very  few  indi* 
reet  taxes  which  can  be  collected  witnout  them, 
the  consequence  must  be,  that  the  entire  or  almoot 
entire  weight  of  the  public  burdens  oiost,  in  the 
first  instance,  fall  upon  fixed  and  visible  property, 
houses  and  lands,  a  consequence  which  would  be 
found,  in  experimeni,  produotive  of  g[reat  injus- 
tice and  ineqiudity,  and  ruinous  to  afijiculture. 

It  has  been  suggested  by  some  distillers  that 
both  the  topics  of  complaint  which  have  b^n 
mentioned  might  be  obviated  by  a  fixed  n^  of 
duty,  adjusted  according  to  a  ratio  compounded 
of  tLe  capacity  of  each  still,  and  the  number  and 
capacities  of  the  cisterns  employed  with  it  \  but 
this  and  every  similar  method  are  objected  to  by 
other  distillers,  as  tending  to  mat  inequality  aris- 
ing from  unequal  supplies  or  the  matermi  at  dtf- 
iereftt  times  aiid  at  difGerent  places^  from  tbe  diftr- 
ent  methods  of  dbtillation  practised  by  difierent 
distillers,  and  from  the  different  degrees  of  activi- 
ty in  the  business  which  arise  from  capitals  more 
or  less  adequate. 

The  result  of  atf  eitaainatioii  of  tins  pomt  ap- 
pears to  be,  that  eyary  sueh  mode,  in  caaea  m 
which  the  business  b  carried  on  upon  an  exten- 
sive scalcj  would  necessarily  be  attended  with  con- 
siderable inequalities,  and,  upon  the  whole,  would 
be  less  satisfactory  than  the  plan  which  has  been 
adopted. 

It  is  proved  by  the  fhUeM  inforaaation  that,  in 
regard  to  distilleries  which  are  rated  in  the  law 
according  to  the  capacity  of  each  stilly  the  alter- 
native ofpaying  according  to  the  quantity  actually 
distilled  is  viewed  in  many  parts  of  the  United 
States  as  edsential  tO'  the  equitaUe  operation  of 
the  duty.  And  it  is  evident  that  such  an  alterna- 
tive could  not  be  allowed,  but  upon  the  condition 
of  the  party  renderiujg  uppn  oatn  an  account  of 
the  quantity  of  spirits  distilled  by  him,  without 
entirely  defeating  the  duty. 

As  to  the  charge  that  the  penalties  of  the  set 
are  severe  and  oppressive,  it  is  made  in  such  ee-. 
neral  terms,  and  so  absolutely  widiout  the  specifi- 
cation of  a  single  particular,  that  it  is  dfficuh  to 
imagine  where  it  points.  The  Secretary,  how- 
ever, has  carefblly  reviewed  the  provisions  of  tlM 
act  in  this  respect,  and  he  is  not  able  to  discover 
any  foundation  for  the  chaige.  The  penakiet  it 
inflicts  are  in  their  nature  the  same  with  those 
which  are  common  in  revenue  laws,  and  in  their 
degree  comparatively  moderate.  Pecuniary  fiiws^ 
from  fifry  to  five  hundred  dotiars,  and  fovfeitare  of 
the  article  in  respect  to  which  there  has  been  a 
ftiilure  to  comply  whh  the  krw,  ate  the  sevvirest 
penalties  inflicted  upon  delinquent  parties,  except 
m  a  very  few  cases.  In  two,  a  forfeiture  of  the 
vahse  or  the  article  is  added  to  that  of  the  arttole 
itself;  and,  in  some  others,  a  forfeiture  of  the  ahip 
or  vessel  and  of  the  wagon  or  other  instrament  m 
conveyance,  assistant  in  a  breach  of  law,  is  like- 
wise involved. 
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Penalties  like  these  for  witfal  and  fraudulent 
breaches  of  an  iHiportant  law  cannot  truly  be 
deemed  either  unusual  or  excessire.  They  are 
less  than  those  which  secure  the  laws  of  impost, 
aad  as  modetate  as  oaft  promise  security  to  why 
object  of  rerenue  which  is  capable  of  being  evadea. 

There  ai^pears  to  be  but  one  proTision  in  the 
law  which  admits  of  a  question  whether  the  pe- 
nalty prescribed  may  not  partake  of  severity.  It 
is  that  which  inflicts  the  pains  of  penury  on  any 
person  who  shall  be  conyicted  of  ^  wilfully  taking 
a  hhe  oath  or  affirmation,  in  any  of  the  cases  in 
which  oaths  or  affirmations  are  required  by  the 
act.  Precedents  in  relation  to  this  particular  vary. 
In  many  of  them  the  penalties  are  less  severe  thui 
for  perjury  in  Courts  of  Justice ;  in  others  they  are 
the  same.  The  latter  ave  generally  of  the  latest 
date,  and  seem  to  have  been  the  result  of  expe- 
rience. 

The  United  States  have  in  other  cases  pursued 
the  same  principle  as  in  the  law  in  quefition ;  and 
the  practice  is  certainly  founded  on  strong  reasons. 

1st.  The  additional  security  which  it  gives  to 
the  revenue  cannot  be  doubted.  Many  wko  would 
risk  pecuniary  forfeitures  and  penalties  would  not 
encounter  the  more  disgracenil  punishment  an- 
nexed to  perjury. 

2d.  There  seems  to  be  no  solid  distinctioii  be- 
tween one  false  oath  in  violation  of  law  and  right 
and  another  fidse  oath  in  vidation  of  law  and 
rights 

A  distinction  in  the  jmnishments  of  different  spe- 
cies of  false  swearing  is  calculated  to  beset  false 
opinions  concerning  the  sanctity  of  an  oath ;  and, 

S  countenancing  an  impression  that  a  violation 
it  is  less  heinous  in  the  cases  in  which  it  is  less 
punished,  it  tends  to  imnair  in  the  mind  that  scru- 
pulous veneration  for  tne  obligation  of  an  oath 
which  ought  always  to  prevBEU,  and  not  only  to 
ikcilitate  a  breach  of  it  in  the  cases  which  the  laws 
have  marked  with  less  odium,  but  to  prepare  the 
mind  for  ccnnnutting  the  crime  in  other  cases. 

So  far  is  the  law  under  consideration  from  being 
chargeable  with  particular  severity,  that  there  are 
to  be  found  in  it  marks  of  more  than  common  at- 
tention to  prevent  its  operating  severely  or  op- 
pressively. The  43d  section  of  the  act  contains  a 
special  provision  (and  one  which  it  is  believed  is  not 
to  be  found  in  any  law  enacted  in  this  country  prior 
to  the  present  Constitution  of  the  United  States) 
by  which  forfeitures  and  penalties  incurred  with- 
out an  intention  of  fraud  or  wilful  nefirligence  may 
be  mitigated  or  remitted*  This  mild  and  equita- 
ble provision  is  an  effectual  guard  against  ^dfer- 
ing  or  inconvenience  in  consequence  of  undesigned 
transgressions  of  the  law. 

The  30th  section  contains  a  provision  in  favor 
of  persons  who,  though  innocent,  may  accident- 
ally si!^r  by  seizures  of  their  property,  (as  in  the 
executiott  or  the  reyenue  laws  sometimes  unaroid- 
ably  happens,)  which  is  perhaps  entirely  peculiar 
to  the  law  under  consideration.  Where  there  has 
even  been  aprobable cause tji seizure, sufficient  to 
acquit  an  officer,  the  jyry  are  to  assess  whaterer 
damages  may  have  accrued  from  any  injury  t^ 
the  articles  seized,  with  an  allowanea  for  the  de- 


tention of  it  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum 
of  the  value,  winch  damages  are  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  public  Treasury. 

Tnere  are  other  provisions  of  the  act  which 
mark  the  scrupulous  attention  of  the  Gkxvemment 
to  protect  the  parties  concerned  from  inconveni- 
ence and  injury,  and  which  conspire  to  vindicate 
the  law  from  imputations  of  seventy  or  o^Nression* 

The  supposed  tendency  of  the  act  to  mjure  in- 
dustry, and  to  interfere  with  the  business  of  distil- 
ling, IS  lendeavored  to  be  supported  by  some  gene- 
ral and  some  special  reasons,  both  having  reUtion 
to  the  effect  or  the  duty  upon  the  manufacture. 
Those  of  the  first  kind  affirm  ^nerally  that  du- 
ties on  home  manufactures  are  impolitic,  because 
they  tend  to  discourage  them ;  that  they  are  par* 
ticiuarly  so  when  they  are  laid  on  articles  manu- 
factured from  the  produce  of  the  country,  because 
they  have  then  the  additional  effect  of  injuring 
agriculture ;  that  it  is  the  general  policy  of  nationa 
to  protect  and  promote  their  own  manufactures, 
especially  those  which  are  wrought  out  of  domes- 
tic materiab ;  that  the  law  in  question  interferes 
with  this  poUcy. 

Observations  of  this  kind  admit  of  an  easy  an- 
swer. Duties  on  manufactures  tend  to  discourage 
them  or  not,  according  to  the  circumstances  under 
which  they  ave  laid,  and  are  impolitic  or  not,  ao* 
cording  to  the  same  drcumstaaces.  When  a  ma«- 
nnlacture  is  in  its  in&ney,  it  is  impolitic  to  tax  it ; 
because  the  tax  would  be  both  unproductive  and 
would  add  to  the  difficulties  which  natura^y  imr 
pede  the  first  attempts  to  establish  a  new  manu- 
mcture,  so  as  to  endangor  its  success.  But  when, 
a  manufacture,  as  in  the  case  of  distilled  spirits, 
in  the  United  States,  is  arrived  at  maturity,  it  ia 
as  fit  an  article  of  taxation  as  any  other.  No  good 
reason  can  be  assigned  why  the  ccmsumer  of  a  do- 
mestic commodity  shoula  not  contribute  some* 
thing  to  the  public  revenue^  when  the  consumer 
of  a  foreign  commodity  contributes  to  it  laiffdy ; 
and^  as  a  general  rule,  it  is  not  to  be  dis{>utea  that 
duties  on  articles  of  consumption  are  paid  by  the 
consumers. 

To  the  manufitcture  itself  the  duty  is  no  injury, 
if  an  equal  duty  be  laid  on  the  rival  foreign  arti- 
cle. And  when  a  greater  duty  is  laid  upon  the 
latter  than  upon  the  former,  as  in  the  present  in- 
stance, the  difference  is  a  bounty  on  the  domestic 
article  and  operates  as  an  encouragement  of  the 
manufacture.  The  manufacturer  can  afiSMd  to 
sell  his  fabric  the  cheaper,  in  proportion  to  that 
difference,  and  is  so  fitr  enabled  to  undersell  and 
supplant  the  dealer  in  the  forei^  article. 

The  prin^ple  of  the  objectiott  would  tend  to 
omifine  all  taxes  to  imported  articles^  and  would 
deprive  the  Gbremment  of  resources  which  ate 
indispensable  to  a  due  provision  for  the  public 
safety  and  welfare ;  contrary  to  the  plain  intention 
of  the  Ccmstitution,  which  gives  express  power  to 
employ  those  resources  when  necessary :  a  power 
which  is  found  in  all  Qcvemments^  and  is  essen« 
tial  to  their  efficiency,  and  even  to  their  existence. 
Duties  on  articles  of  internal  production  and 
manufiusture  form  in  every  countiy  the  principal 
souTcea  of  revenue.    Those  on  imported  artioles 
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can  only  be  carried  to  a  certain  extent,  without 
defeating  their  object ;  by  operating  either  iispro- 
hibitions,  or  as  bounties  upon  smuggling.  They 
are  moreover  in  some  degree  tempNorary;  for 
as  the  growth  of  manufactures  diminishes  the 
quantum  of  duty  on  imports,  the  public  rerenue. 
ceasing  to  arise  from  that  source,  must  be  derirecf 
from  articles  which  the  national  industry  has  sub- 
stituted for  those  preriously  imported.  If  the  Qo- 
▼emment  cannot  then  resort  to  internal  means  for 
the  additional  supplies,  which  the  exigencies  of 
erery  nation  call  for,  it  will  be  unable  to  perform 
its  duty  or  eren  to  preserre  its  exbtence.  The 
community  must  be  unprotected,  and  the  social 
compact  be  dissolved. 

For  the  same  reasons  that  a  duty  ought  not  to 
be  laid  on  an  article  manufactured  out  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  countrV^  (which  is  the  point  most  in- 
sisted upon)  it  ought  not  to  be  laid  upon  the  pro- 
duce itself,  nor  consequently  upon  the  land,  which 
is  the  instrument  of  that  produce ;  because  taxes 
are  laid  upon  land  as  the  fund  out  of  which  the 
income  or  the  proprietor  is  drawn,  or,  in  other 
wordsL  on  account  of  its  produce.  There  ought, 
therefore,  on  the  principle  of  the  objection,  to  be 
neither  taxes  on  land,  nor  the  produce  of  land,  nor 
on  articles  manufactured  from  that  proauce. 
And  if  a  nation  should  be  in  a  condition  to  supply 
itself,  with  its  own  manufactures,  there  could  then 
be  very  little  or  no  revenue,  of  course  there  must 
be  a  want  of  the  essential  means  of  national  just- 
ice and  national  security. 

Positions  like  these,  however  well  meant  by 
those  who  urge  them,  refute  themselves,  because 
they  tend  to  the  dissolution  of  Government,  by 
rendering  it  incapable  of  providing  for  the  ob- 
jects for  which  it  is  instituted. 

However  true  the  allegation  that  it  is  and  ou^ht 
to  be  the  prevailing  policy  of  nations  to  cherish 
their  own  manufactures,  it  is  equally  true  that  na- 
tions in  general  lay  duties  for  the  purjKMe  of  reve- 
nue-on  their  own  manufactures;  and  it  is  obvious 
to  a  demonstration  that  it  may  be  done  without 
injury  to  them.  The  most  successful  nations  in 
manufactures  have  drawn  the  largest  revenues 
from  the  most  useful  of  them.  It  merits  particu- 
lar attention,  that  ardent  spirits  are  an  article, 
which  has  been  ffenerall^r  deemed  and  made  use 
of,  as  one  of  the  fittest  objects  of  revenue,  and  to 
an  extent  in  other  countries,  which  bears  no  com- 

S&rison  with  what  has  been  done  in  the  United 
tates. 

The  special  reasons  alluded  to  are  of  different 
kinds: 

I.  It  is  said,  that  the  act  in  question  by  laying  a 
smaller  additional  duty  on  foreign  spirits,  than  we 
duty  on  home-made  spirits,  mis  a  tendency  to 
discouraffe  the  manufacture  of  the  latter. 

This  objection  merits  consideration,  and  as  far 
as  it  may  appear  to  have  foundation,  ought  to  be 
obviated.  The  point,  however,  seems  not  to  have 
been  viewed  in  all  its  aspects  in  a  correct  liffht 

Before  the  present  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  beoan  to  operate,  the  regulations  of  the 
different  States,  respecting  distilled  spirits  were 
T«ry  dissimilar.    In  some  of  them  duties  were 


laid  on  foreign  s|Hrits  only,  in  others,  on  domestic 
as  well  as  foreign.  The  amolute  dnty  in  the  former 
instances,  and  the  difference  of  duty  in  the  latter, 
was  upon  an  avera^,  considerably  less  than  the 
present  difference  in  the  duties  on  foreign  and 
nome-made  spirits.  If  to  this  be  added  the  effect 
of  the  uniform  operation  of  the  existing  duties 
throuffhont  the  United  States,  it  is  easy  to  infer 
that  the  situation  of  our  own  aistiUeries  is  in  the 
main  much  better,  as  far  as  they  are  affected  by 
the  laws,  than  it  was  previous  to  the  passinj^  of 
any  act  of  the  United  States  upon  the  subject. 
Thev  have,  therefore,  upon  the  whole,  gained  ma- 
terially under  the  system  which  has  been  pursued 
by  the  National  Gk)vemment. 

The  first  law  of  the  United  States  on  this  head 
laid  a  duty  of  no  more  than  eight  cents  [)er  gallon 
on  those  of  Jamaica  proof.  The  second  increased 
the  duty  on  foreign  spirits  to  twelve  cents  per 
g[ailon  of  the  lowest  proof,  and  by  certain  grada- 
tions to  fifteen  cents  per  gallon  ot  Jamaica  proof. 
The  last  act  nlaces  the  duty  at  twenty  cents  per 
fl^on  of  the  lowest  proof,  and  extends  it  by  the 
like  gradations,  to  twenty-five  cents  per  gallon  of 
Jamaica  proo£  laying  also  a  duty  of  eleven  cents 
per  gallon  on  nome-made  spirits  distilled  from  fo- 
reign materials  of  the  lowest  proof,  with  a  like 
ffrMual  extension  to  fifteen  cents  per  gallon  of 
Jamaica  proof ;  and  a  duty  of  nine  cents  per  gallon 
on  home-made,  spirits  distilled  from  domestic  ma- 
terials of  the  lowest  proof^  with  the  like  gradual 
extension  to  thirteen  cents  per  gallon  of  Amaica 
proof. 

If  the  transition  had  been  immediate  from  the 
first  to  the  last  law,  it  could  npt  have  fidled  to 
have  been  considered  as  a  change  in  favor  of  our 
own  distilleries,  as  far  as  the  rate  of  duty  is  con* 
cemed.  The  mean  duty  on  foreicpi  spints  by  the 
first  law  was  nine  cents^  by  the  last  the  mean  ex- 
tra duty  on  foreign  spirits  is  in  fact  about  eleven 
cents,  as  it  regards  spirits  distilled  from  for&fa 
materials,  and  about  thirteen^  as  it  regards  spirits 
distilled  from  domestic  materials.  In  making  this 
computation  it  is  to  be  adverted  to,  that  the  four 
first  degrees  of  proof  mentioned  in  the  law  corre- 
spond with  the  different  kinds  of  spirits  usually 
imported,  while  the  generality  of  those  made  in 
the  United  States  are  of  the  lowest  class  of  proof. 

Spirits  from  domestic  materiab  derived  a  double 
advantage  from  the  last  law,  that  is,  from  the  in- 
creased rate  of  duty  on  foreign  imported  spirits, 
and  from  a  higher  rate  of  duty  on  home-made 
spirits  of  foreign  materials. 

But  the  intervention  of  the  second  law  has 
served  to  produce  in  some  places  a  different  im- 
pression of  the  business  than  would  have  happened 
without  it.  By  a  considerable  addition  to  the  du- 
ties on  foreign  spirits,  without  laying  anything  cm 
those  of  home  manutacture,  it  has  served  to  give 
to  the  last  law  the  appearance  of  taking  away  a 
part  of  the  advantages  previo&sly  secured  to  the 
domestic  distilleries.  It  seems  to  have  been  over- 
lodked,  that  the  second  act  ou^ht  in  reality  to  be 
reviewed  only  as  an  intermediate  step  to  the  ar^ 
rangement  finally  contemplated  by  the  Legisla- 
ture $  and  that,  aa  part  of  a  qrstem,  it  has  upon  tke 
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whole  operated  in  favor  of  the  national  distilleries. 
The  thin^  to  he  considered  is  the  sahstantial  ex- 
isting dinerence  in  favor  of  the  home  manu&cture, 
as  the  law  now  stands. 

The  advantage,  indeed,  to  the  distillation  of 
spirits  from  the  produce  of  the  coantry  arising 
mm  the  difference  between  the  duties  on  spirits 
distilled  from  foreign  and  those  distiUed  from  do- 
mestic materiab,  is  exclusivelv  the  work  of  the 
last  act,  and  is  an  advantage  which  has  not  been 
properljr  appreciated  by  those  distillers  of  spirits 
from  home  prodace,  who  have  complained  of  the 
law  as  hartml  to  their  manufacture. 

Cimses  entirely  foreign  to  the  law  itself  have 
also  assisted  in  producing  misapprehension.  The 
approximation  of  the  price  of  home-made  spirits 
to  that  of  foreign  spirits^  which  has  of  late  taken 
place,  and  which  is  attributed  to  the  operation  of 
the  act  in  question  is  in  a  great  degree  owing  to 
the  circumstances,  which  have  tended  to  raise  the 
price  of  mohmes  in  the  West  India  market,  and 
to  an  extra  importation  of  foreign  spirits  prior  to 
the  first  of  July  last,  to  avoid  the  payment  of  the 
additional  duty  which  then  took  place. 

It  is  stated  in  the  petition  from  Salem,  that  pre- 
vious to  the  last  act,  the  price  of  domestic  to  fo- 
reign spirits  was  as  Is.  9d.  to  3s.  4d.,  of  the  money 
of  Massachusetts,  per  gallon,  and  that  since  that 
act  it  has  become  as  3s.  3d.  to  4s.  2d. 

It  is  evident  that  a  rise  from  Is.  9d.  to  3s.  3d. 
per  gallon,  which  would  be  equal  to  twenty  cents, 
18  not  to  be  attributed  wholly  to  a  duty  of  eleven 
cents.  Indeed  if  there  were  a  concurrence  of  no 
other  cause,  the  inference  would  be  very  different 
from  that  intended  to  be  drawn  from  the  fact,  for 
it  would  evince  a  profit  gained  to  the  distiller  of 
more  than  eighty  per  cent  on  the  duty. 

It  is,  however,  meant  to  be  understood,  that  this 
approximation  of  prices  occasions  a  greater  im* 
portation  and  consumption  of  foreign,  and  a  less 
consumption  of  domestic  spirits  than  formerly. 
How  far  this  may  or  may  not  be  the  case,  the  Se- 
cretary is  not  now  able  to  say  with  precision;  but 
no  facts  have  come  under  his  notice  officially, 
which  serve  to  authenticate  the  suggestion.  Ana 
it  must  be  considered  as  possible,,  that  representa- 
tions of  this  kind,  are  rather  the  effect  of  appre- 
hension than  of  experience.  It  would  even  be  not 
unnatural,  that  a  considerable  enhancement  of  the 
prices  of  the  foreign  article  saould  have  led  to  a 
greater  consumption  of  the  domestic  article,  as  the 
cheapest  of  the  two,  though  dearer  itself  than 
formerly. 

But  while  there  is  ground  to  believe  that  the 
sQg^tions  which  have  been  made  on  this  point, 
are  in  many  respects  inaccurate  and  misconceived, 
tibere  are  known  circumstances,  which  seem  to  ren- 
der advisable^  some  greater  dinerence  between  the 
duties  on  foreign  and  on  home-made  spirits.  These 
circumstances  have«been  noticed  in  the  Report  of 
the  Secretary  on  the  subject  of  manufactures,  and 
an  alteration  has  been  proposed  by  laying  two 
cents  in  addition  upon  imported  spirits  of  the  tow- 
eat  proof^  with  a  proportional  increase  on  the  high- 
er proofs,  and  by  deducting  one  cent  from  the  duty 
on  the  lowest  piroof  of  home-made  spirits,  with  a 


proportional  diminution  in  respect  to  the  higher 
proofs. 

This  alteration  would  bring  the  proportion  of 
the  duties  nearly  to  the  standard,  which  the  peti* 
tioner^  Hendrick  Dover,  who  appears  likely  to  be 
well  informed  on  the  subject,  represents  as  the 
proper  one  to  enable  the  distillation  of  geneva  to 
be  carried  on  with  the  same  advantage  as  before 
the  passing  of  the  act.  He  observes  that  the  duty 
on  home-made  ffeneva  being  nine  cents,  the  addi- 
tional duty  on  foreign  ought  to  have  been  twelve 
cents.  By  the  alteration  proposed,  the  proportion 
will  be  as  ten  to  ei^ht,  which  is  little  difierent  to 
that  of  twelve  to  nine. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  same  petitioner 
states,  that  previous  to  the  passing  of  the  act  of 
which  he  complains,  he  ^  could  sell  his  geneva 
sixteen  and  a  quarter  per  cent,  under  the  price  of 
Holland  geneva,  but  that  he  cannot  do  it  at  pre- 
sent, and  in  future,  lower  than  fourteen  per  cent." 
If,  as  he  also  states,  the  quality  of  his  geneva  be 
equal  to  that  of  Holland,  and  if  his  meaning  be  as 
it  appears  to  be,  that  he  can  now  afford  to  sell  his 
geneva  lower  by  fourteen  per  cent,  than  the  gene* 
va  of  Holland,  it  will  follow  that  the  manuft^ture 
of  that  article  is  in  a  very  thriving  train,  even  un- 
der the  present  rate  of  duties.  For  a  difference  of 
fourteen  per  cent,  in  the  price  is  capable  of  giving 
a  decided  preference  to  tne  sale  of  the  domestic 
article. 

II.  It  is  objected  that  the  duty,  by  being  laid 
in  the  first  instance  upon  the  distiUer,  instead  of 
the  consumer,  makes  a  larger  capital  necessary  to 
carry  on  the  business,  and  m  this  country,  where 
capitals  are  not  large,  puts  the  national  distiller 
under  disadvantages. 

But  this  inconveniente,  as  far  as  it  has  founda- 
tion, in  the  state  of  things,  is  essentially  obviated 
by  the  credits  given.  Where  the  duty  is  payable 
upon  the  quantity  distilled,  a  credit  is  allowed, 
which  cannot  be  less  than  six,  and  may  extend  to 
nine  months.  Where  the  duty  is  charged  on  the 
capacity  of  the  still,  it  is  payable  half  yearly. 
Sufficient  time  is,  therefore,  allowed  to  raise  the 
duty  from  the  sale  of  the  article,  which  supersedes 
the  necessity  of  a  greater  capital.  It  is  well  known, 
that  the  article  is  one  usually  sold  for  cash  or  at  a 
short  credit.  If  these  observations  are  not  api^- 
cable  to  distilleries  in  the  interior  country^  the  same 
may  be  said  in  a  great  degree  of  the  objection  it- 
selt.  The  course  of  the  business  in  that  quarter, 
renders  a  considerable  capital  less  necessary  than 
elsewhere.  The  produce  of  the  distiller's  own 
farm,  or  of  the  neighboring  farms,  brought  to  be 
distilled  upon  shares  or  compensations  in  the  arti- 
cle itself,  constitute  the  chief  business  of  the  dis- 
tilleries in  the  remote  parts  of  the  country.  In  the 
comparatively  few  instances,  in  which  tney  may 
be  prosecutea  as  a  regular  business,  upon  a  large 
scale,  by  force  of  capital,  the  observations  which 
have  been  made  will  sul»tantially  apply. 

The  collection  of  the  duty  from  the  distiller  has, 
on  the  other  hand,  several  advantages.  It  contri- 
butes to  equality,  oy  charging  the  article  in  the 
first  stage  of  its  proflpress,  which  diffuses  the  dutty 
among  all  classes  abke.    It  the  better  secures  the 
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collection  of  the  rerenue.  by  confining  the  respon- 
sibility to  a  smaller  number  of  persons,  and  sim- 
plifying the  process.  And  it  avoids  the  necessity 
of  so  ffreat  a  number  of  officers  as  would  be  re- 
quiredin  a  more  diffuse  system  of  collection,  ope* 
rating  immediately  upon  purchasers  and  consum- 
ers. Besides,  that  the  latter  plan  would  transfer, 
whatever  inconveniencies  may  be  incident  to  the 
collection,  from  a  smaller  to  a  greater  number  of 
persons. 

IIL  It  is  alleged  that  the  inspection  of  the  offi- 
cers is  injurious  to  the  business  of  distilling,  by 
laying  open  its  secrets  or  mysteries. 

Different  distillers,  there  is  no  doubt,  practice  in 
certain  respects  different  methods  in  the  course  of 
their  business,  and  have  different  degrees  of  skilL 
But  it  may  well  be  doubted  whether  in  a  business 
so  old  and  so  much  diffused  as  that  of  the  distilla- 
tion of  spirits,  there  are  at  this  day  secrets  of  con- 
sequence to  tne  possessors. 

There  will  at  least  be  no  hazard  in  taking  it  for 
granted,  that  none  such  exist  in  regard  to  the  dis- 
tillation of  rum  from  molasses  or  suffar,  or  of  the 
spirits  from  grain  usually  called  wniskev,  or  of 
brandies  from  the  fruits  ofthis  country.  Tne  eases 
in  which  the  allegations  are  made  with  most  color 
apply  to  geneva,  and  perhaps  to  certain  cordials. 
It  is  (irobable.  that  the  course  of  the  business 
might  and  would  always  be  such,  as  in  fact  to  in- 
volve no  inconvenience  on  this  score.  But  as  the 
contrary  is  affirmed,  and  as  it  is  desirable  to  obvi- 
ate complaint  as  far  as  it  can  be  done,  consistently 
with  essential  principles  and  objects,  it  may  not 
be  unadvisable  to  attempt  a  remedy. 

It  is  to  be  presumed,  that  if  any  secrets  exist, 
they  relate  to  a  primary  process,  particularly  the 
mixture  of  the  ingredients ;  thi^  it  is  sunposable, 
cannot  take  a  greater  time  eacn  day,  tnan  two 
hours.  If,  therefore,  the  officers  of  inspection  were 
enjoined  to  forbear  their  visits  to  the  part  of  the 
distillery  commonly  made  use  of  for  such  process, 
during  a  snace  not  exceeding  two  hours  in  each  day 
to  be  notined  by  the  distiller,  there  is  ground  to 
conclude  that  it  would  obviate  the  objection. 

IV.  The  regulations  for  marking  of  casks  and 
vessels,  as  weU  as  houses  and  buildings,  also  fur- 
nish matter  of  complaint.  This  complaint  as  it 
regards  houses  and  buildings,  has  been  akeaay  ad- 
verted to  \  but  there  is  a  light  in  which  it  is  made 
that  has  not  yet  been  taken  notice  of. 

It  is  said  that  the  requiring  the  doors  of  the 
apartments  as  well  as  the  outer  door  of  each  build- 
inff  to  be  marked,  imposes  unnecessary  trouble, 
when  it  is  considered  how  little  trouble  or  ex- 
pense attends  the  execution  of  this  provision,  in 
the  first  instance,  and  that  the  marks  once  set  will 
endure  for  a  great  length  of  time,  the  objection  to 
it  appears  to  be  without  weight 

But  the  provision,  as  it  relates  to  the  apartments 
of  buildings,  has  for  its  immediate  object  the  con- 
venience of  the  distillers  themselves.  It  is  calcu- 
lated to  avoid  the  very  evil  of  an  indiscriminate 
search  of  their  houses  and  buildings,  by  enabUnff 
them  to  designate  the  particular  apartments  which 
are  employed  for  the  purposes  of  their  business,  and 
to  secure  all  othos  from  ii»peetioa  and  visitation. 


The  comjdaint,  as  it  respeets  the  marking  of 
casks  and  vessels,  has  somewhat  more  foundation. 
It  is  represent^  (and  upon  careful  inquiry  app^ycs 
to  be  true)  that  through  long-established  prejudicey 
home-made  spirits  of  equu  quality  with  uireign, 
if  known  to  be  home-made,  will  not  conunand  an 
equal  price.  This  particularly  applies  to  ^neva. 
If  the  want  of  a  dutinction  between  foreign  and 
home-made  spirits  were  an  occasion  of  fraud  upon 
consumers,  by  imposing  a  wof  se  for  a  better  conk* 
modity,  it  would  be  a  reason  for  continuing  it;  but 
as  far  as  such  a  distinction  gives  operation  to  a 
mere  prejudice,  favorable  to  a  foreigpn  a&d  uoguri- 
ous  to  a  domestic  manufacture,  it  furnishes  a  rea- 
son for  abolishing  it. 

Though  time  might  be  expected  to  remove  the 
prejudice,  the  progress  of  the  domestic  manufocl- 
ure,  in  the  intervu,  might  be  materially  checked* 
It  appears,  therefore,  expedient  to  remove  this 
ground  of  complaint  by  authorizing  the  same  marks 
and  certificates,  both  for  foreign  and  for  home- 
made geneva.  Perhaps  indeed,  it  may  not  be  uii« 
advisable  to  vest  somewhere  a  discretionary  power 
to  regulate  the  forms  of  certificates,  whicn  are  to 
accompany,  and  the  particular  marks,  which  are 
to  be  set  upon  casks  and  vessels  containing  sj^ts, 
generally,  as  may  be  found  convenient  in  practice. 
Another  source  of  objection  with  regard  to  the 
marking  of  ca^  is,  thai  there  is  a  general  prohi- 
bition against  defacing  or  altering  the  marks,  and 
a  penal^  upon  domg  it,  which  prevents  the  using 
of^the  same  casks  more  than  once,  and  occasions 
waste,  loss,  and  embarrassment 

It  is  conceived,  that  this  jffohibition  does  not 
extend  to  the  efBiicing  of  ^d  marks  and  pkbcing  oft 
new  ones  by  the  officers  of  &e  revenue,  or  in  their 
presence  and  by  their  authority.  But  as  real  in- 
conveniencies would  attend  a  contrary  construct- 
ion^ and  there  is  some  room  for  question,  it  appears 
desirable  that  all  doubt  should  oe  removed,  oy  an 
explicit  provision  to  enaUe  the  <^cer  to  efnee 
old  marks  and  substitute  new  ones,  when  casks 
have  been  emptied  of  their  former  contents,  and 
are  wanted  for  new  use. 

V.  The  requisition  to  keep  an  account  from  day 
to  day  of  the  quantity  of  spirits  distilled  is  repre- 
sented both  as  a  hardship  and  impossible  to  be 
complied  with.  But  the  Secretary  is  miable  to 
perceive  that  it  can  justly  be  viewed  either  in  tlM 
one  or  in  the  other  light.  The  trouble  of  setting 
down  in  the  evening  the  work  of  the  day,  in  a  booc 
prepared  for  and  furnished  to  the  party,  must  be 
mconsiderable,  and  the  doing  of  it  would  even 
conduce  to  accuracy  in  business. 

The  idea  of  impracticability  must  have  arisen 
from  some  misconception.  It  seems  to  involve  a 
supposition  that  something  is  required  different 
from  the  trath  of  the  fk^  Spirits  distilled  ar^ 
usually  distinguished  into  high  wmes,  proof  spirits, 
and  low  wines.  It  is  certainly  possihfe  to  expiess 
each  day  the  quantity  of  each  kind  pnkhieed,  laA 
where  one  kind  is  converted  into  anotner,  to  explain 
it  by  brief  notes,  showing  in  proper  columns  the 
results  in  those  kinds  of  s|Hrits  vduch  are  ultimate- 
ly prepared  for  sale. 
A  revisieft  is  now  making  of  the  fbrss  at  first 
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transmittedj  and  it  is  not  doubted  that  it  will  be 
easy  to  obriate  the  objection  of  impracticability. 
On  full  reflection  the  Secretary  is  oi  opinion,  that 
die  requisition  in  this  respect  is  a  reasonable  one, 
and  that  it  is  of  importance  to  the  due  collection 
of  the  rerenue,  especially  in  those  cases,  where,  by 
^e  alternative  allowed  m  favor  of  country  distil- 
leries, the  oath  of  a  party  is  the  only  evicfence  of 
the  quantity  produced.  It  is  useful  m  every  such 
case  to  give  the  utmost  possible  precision  to  the 
object  which  is  to  be  attested. 

Yl.  It  is  alleged  as  a  hardship,  that  distillers  are 
held  responsible  for  the  duties  on  spirits  which  are 
exported,  till  certain  things  difficult  to  be  perform- 
ed, are  done,  in  order  to  entitle  the  exporter  to  the 
drawback. 

This  is  a  misapprehension.  The  drawback  is 
at  all  events  to  be  paid  in  six  months,  which  is  as 
early  as  the  duty  can  become  payable,  and  frequent- 
ly earlier  than  it  does  become  payable.  And  the 
Government  relies  on  the  bond  or  the  exporter  for 
a  fulfilment  of  the  conditions  upon  wnich  the 
drawback  is  allowed.  An  explanation  to  the  seve- 
ral collectors  of  this  point,  which  has  taken  place 
since  the  complaint  appeared,  will  have  removed 
the  cause  it.  The  same  expuination  will  obviate 
another  objection  founded  on  the  supposition  that 
the  bond  of  the  distiller  and  that  or  the  exporter 
are  for  a  like  purpose.  The  latter  is  merely  to 
secure  the  landing  of  the  goods  in  a  foreign  coun- 
try, and  will  often  continue  depending  after  every 
thin^  relative  to  duty  and  drawback  has  been 
hcmidated  and  finishea. 

V II.  It  is  an  article  of  complaint  that  no  draw- 
back is  allowed  in  case  of  shipwreck  when  spirits 
are  sent  from  one  port  to  another  in  the  United 
States.  There  does  not  occur  any  objection  to  a 
provision  for  making  an  allowance  of  that  kind, 
which  would  tend  to  alleviate  misfortune  and  give 
satisfaction. 

VIII.  The  necessity  of  twenty-four  hours'  notice, 
in  order  to  the  benent  of  drawback  on  the  export- 
ation of  spirits,  and  the  prohibition  to  remove  them 
from  a  distillery  after  sun-set,  except  in  the  pre- 
sence of  an  officer,  are  represented  as  embarrass- 
ments to  business. 

The  length  of  notice  required  appears  greater 
than  is  necessary.  It  is  not  perceived,  t&t  any 
inconvenience  could  arise,  from  reducing  the  time 
to  six  hours.  But  it  is  not  conceived  to  be  neces- 
sary or  expedient  to  make  an  alteration  in  the  last 
mentioned  particular.  The  prohibition  is  of  real 
consequence  to  the  security  of  the  revenue.  The 
course  of  business  will  readily  adapt  itself  to  it, 
and  the  presence  of  an  officer  in  extraordinary 
cases  will  affi)rd  due  accommodation. 

IX.  It  is  stated  as  a  hardship,  that  there  is  no 
allowance  for  leakage  and  wastage  in  the  case  of 
spirits  shipped  from  one  State  to  another.  The 
law  for  the  collection  of  the  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage  allows  two  per  cent,  for  leaka^  on  spirits 
imported.  A  similar  allowance  on  home-made 
spirits  at  the  distillery,  does  not  appear  less  proper. 

X.  It  is  mentioned  as  a  grievance,  that  distil- 
lers are  required  to  give  bond  with  surety  for  the 
amount  of  the  duties,  and  that  the  sufficiency  of  the 


sure^  is  made  to  depend  on  the  discretion  of  the 
chief  officer  of  inspection.  The  requiring  of  sure- 
ties can  be  no  more  a  hardship  on  distillers  than 
on  importing  merchants,  and  every  other  person 
to  whom  the  public  afibrd  a  credit.  It  is  a  natural 
consequence  of  the  credit  allowed;  and  a  very 
reasonable  condition  of  the  indulgence  which, 
without  this  precaution,  might  be  imprudent,  ana 
injurious  to  tne  United  States. 

The  party  has  his  option  to  avoid  it  by  prompt 
payment  of  the  duty,  and  is  even  entitled  to  an 
abatement,  which  may  be  considered  as  a  premium 
if  he  elects  to  do  so. 

As  to  the  second  point,  if  sureties  are  to  be  given, 
there  must  be  some  person  on  the  part  oi  the  Gro- 
vemment  to  judge  of  their  sufficiency,  otherwise 
the  thing  itself  would  be  nugatory ;  and  the  dis- 
cretion cannot  be  vested  more  conveniently  for  the 
party  than  in  the  chief  officer  of  inspection  for  the 
survey.  A  view  has  now  been  taken  of  most^  if 
not  01  all,  the  objections  of  a  general  nature,  which 
have  appeared.  Some  few  of  a  local  complexion 
remain  to  be  attended  to. 

The  representation,  signed  Edward  Cook,  chair- 
man, as  on  behalf  of  the  four  most  western  coun- 
ties of  Pennsylvania,  states,  that  the  distance  of 
that  part  of  the  country  from  a  market  for  its  pro*- 
duce  leads  to  a  necessity  of  distilling  the  grain, 
which  is  raised,  as  a  principal  dependence  of  its 
inhabitants ;  which  circumstance  and  the  scarcity 
of  cash  combine  to  render  the  tax  in  question  un- 
equal, oppressive,  and  particularly  distressing  to 
them. 

As  to  the  circumstance  of  equality,  it  may  safely 
be  affirmed  to  be  impracticable  to  devise  a  tax 
which  shall  operate  with  exact  equality  upon  eve- 
ry part  of  the  community.  Local  ana  other  cir- 
cumstances will  inevitably  create  disparities  more 
or  less  great.  Taxes  on  consumable  articles  have, 
upon  the  whole,  better  pretensions  to  equality  than 
any  other.  If  some  or  them  fall  more  heavily  on 
particular  parts  of  the  community,  others  of  them 
are  chiefly  borne  by  other  parts.  And  the  result 
is  an  equalization  or  the  burden  as  far  as  it  is  attain- 
able. Of  this  class  of  taxes  it  is  not  easy  to  con- 
ceive one  which  can  operate  withffreater  equality 
than  a  tax  on  distilled  spirits.  There  appears  to 
be  no  article,  as  far  as  the  information  or  the  Se- 
cretary goes,  which  is  an  object  of  more  equal 
consumption  throughout  the  United  States. 

In  particular  districts  a  greater  use  of  cider  may 
occasion  a  smaller  consumption  of  ^irits  i  but  it 
will  not  be  found  on  a  close  examination  that  it 
makes  a  material  difference.  A  greater  or  less 
use  of  ardent  spirits,  as  fkr  as  it  exists^  seems  te 
depend  more  on  relative  habits  of  sobriety  or  in- 
temperance than  on  any  other  cause. 

As  far  as  habits  of  less  moderation,  in  the  use 
of  distiUed  spirits,  should  produce  inequality  any- 
where, it  would  certainly  not  be  a  reason  with  the 
LfCgislature  either  to  repeal  or  lessen  a  tax  which, 
by  rendering  the  article  dearer,  misht  t^d  to  re- 
strain too  free  an  indulgence  oi  such  habits. 

It  is  certainly  not  obvious  how  this  tax  can 
operate  particularly  unequal  upon  the  part  of 
the  country  in  question.    As  a  general  role  it  b  a 
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true  one,  that  duties  on  articles  of  consumption 
fall  on  the  consumers,  by  bein^  added  to  the 
price  of  the  commodity.  This  is  illustrated  in 
the  present  instance  by  facts.  Previous  to  the 
law  laying  a  duty  on  home-made  spirits  the  price 
of  whiskey  was  about  thirtv-eight  cents;  it  is  now 
about  fifty-six  cents.  Other  causes  may  have 
contributed  in  some  degree  to  this  effect,  but  it  is 
evidently  to  be  ascribed  chiefly  to  the  duty. 

Unless^  therefore,  the  inhabitants  of  the  conn- 
tries,  which  have  been  mentioned  are  greater  con- 
sumers of  spirits,  than  those  of  other  parts  of  the 
country,  they  cannot  pay  a  g[reater  proportion  of 
the  tax.  If  they  are,  it  is  their  interest  to  become 
less  so.  It  depends  on  themselves  by  diminishing 
the  consumption  to  restore  equality. 

The  argument,  that  they  are  obliged  to  convert 
their  grain  into  spirits  in  order  to  transportation 
to  distant  markets,  does  not  prove  the  point 
alleged.  The  duty  on  all  they  send  to  those 
markets  will  be  paid  by  the  purchasers.  They 
will  still  pay  only  upon  their  own  consumption. 

As  fiar  as  an  advance  is  laid  upon  the  duty,  or 
as  far  as  the  difference  of  duty  between  whiskey 
and  other  spirits  tend  to  favor  a  greater  consump- 
tion of  the  latter,  they  as  greater  manufacturers  of 
the  article^  supposing  this  fact  to  be  as  stated,  will 
be  proportionably  benefited. 

The  duty  on  home-made  spirits  from  domestic 
materials,  if  paid  by  the  gsillon.  is  nine  cents. 
From  the  communications  whicn  have  been  re- 
ceived, since  the  passing  of  the  act,  it  appears  that 
paving  the  rate  annexed  to  the  capacity  of  the 
still,  and  using  great  diligence,  the  dutv  may  be  in 
fact  reduced  to  six  cents  per  gallon.  Let  the  ave- 
rage be  taken  at  seven  and  a  half  cents,  which  is 
probably  higher  than  is  really  paid. 

Generally  speaking,  then,  for  every  gallon  of 
whiskey  which  is  consumed,  the  consumer  may 
be  supposed  to  pay  seven  and  a  half  cents;  but  for 
everv  gallon  or  spirits  distilled  from  foreign  ma- 
terials, the  consumer  pays  at  least  eleven  cents, 
and  for  every  gallon  of  foreign  spirits  at  least 
twenty  cents.  The  consumer,  therefore,  of  fo- 
reign spirits  pays  nearly  three  times  the  duty,  and 
the  consumer  of  home-made  spirits  from  foreign 
materials  nearly  fifty  per  cent,  more  duty^  on  the 
same  quantity,  than  the  consumer  of  spirits  from 
domestic  materials,  exclusive  of  the  greater  price 
in  both  cases,  whicn  is  an  additional  char^  upon 
each  of  the  two  first  mentioned  classes  of  consu- 
mers. 

When  it  is  considered  that  8-21  parts  of  the 
whole  quantity  c^  spirits  consumed  in  the  United 
States  are  foreign,  and  7-21  parts  are  of  forei^  ma- 
terials, and  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  Atlantic  and 
Midland  countries  are  the  principal  consumers  of 
these  more  highly  taxed  articles,  it  cannot  be  in- 
ferred that  the  tax  under  consideration  bears  par- 
ticularly hard  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  Western 
country. 

This  may  serve  as  an  exemplification  of  a  gene- 
ral proposition  of  material  consequence,  namelT, 
that,  if^the  former  description  of  citizens  are  able 
from  situation  to  obtain  more  for  their  (Nroduce 
than  the  latter,  they  contribute    proportionally 


more  to  the  revenue.    Numerous  other  examples 
in  the  confirmation  of  this  might  be  adduced. 

As  to  the  circumstance  of  scarcity  of  money,  as 
far  as  it  can  be  supposed  to  have  foundation,  it  is 
as  much  an  objection  to  any  other  tax  as  the 
one  in  question.  The  weight  of  the  tax  is  not 
certainly  such  as  to  involve  any  peculiar  difficulty. 
It  is  imposible  to  conceive  that  nine' cents  per  gal- 
lon on  distilled  spirits,  which  is  stating  it  at  the 
highest,  can,  from  the  magnitude  of  the  taxidistress 
any  part  of  the  country,  which  has  an  aoility  to 
pay  taxes  at  all,  enjoying  too  the  unexampled  ad- 
vantage of  a  total  exemption  from  taxes  on  houses, 
lands,  or  stocL 

The  population  of  the  United  States  beinff  about 
four  millions  of  persons,  and  the  quantity  of  spirits 
annually  consumed  between  ten  and  eleven  mil- 
lions or  gallons,  the  yearly  proportion  to  each 
family,  if  consisting  of  six  persons,  which  is  a  fuU 
ratio,  would  be  about  sixteen  gallons,  the  duty 
upon  which  would  be  less  than  one  dollar  and  a 
half.  The  citizen  who  is  able  to  main  tarn  a  family, 
and  who  is  the  owner  or  occupier  of  a  farm,  can- 
not feel  anv  inconvenience  from  so  light  a  contri-' 
bution,  ana  the  industrious  poor,  whether  artisans 
or  laborers,  are  usually  allowed  spirits  or  an  equi- 
valent in  addition  to  tneir  wages. 

The  Secretary  has  no  evidence  to  satisfy  his 
mind,  that  a  real  scarcity  of  money  will  be  found, 
on  experiment,  a  serious  impediment  to  the  pay- 
may  of  the  tax  anywhere,  m  the  quarter  where 
this  complaint  has  particularly  prevailed,  the  ex- 
penditures for  the  defence  of  the  frontier  would 
seem  alone  sufficient  to  obviate  it  To  this  it  is 
answered,  that  the  contractors  for  the  supply  of 
the  Army  operate  with  goods  and  not  with  money. 
But  this  still  tends  to  keep  at  home  whatever 
money  finds  its  way  there.  Nor  is  it  a  fact,  if  the 
information  of  the  Secretary  be  not  materially 
erroneous,  that  the  purchases  of  the  contractors  of 
flour,  meat,  ^.,  are  whoUy  with  goods.  But  if 
they  were,  the  Secretary  can  aver,  that  more 
money  has.  in  the  course  of  the  last  year,  been  sent 
into  the  Western  country^  from  the  Treasury,  in 
specie,  and  bank  bilb  which  answer  the  same 
purpose,  for  the  pay  of  the  troops  and  militia,  and 
for  Quartermaster's  suppUes,than  the  whole  amount 
of  the  tax  in  the  four  Western  counties  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  the  district  of  Kentucky  is  likely  to 
equal  in  four  or  five  years.  Similar  remittances  are 
likely  to  be  made  in  future. 

Hence  the  Government  itself  furnishes,  and  in 
all  probability  will  continue  to  furnish,  the  means 
of  paying  its  own  demands,  with  a  surj^us  which 
will  sensibly  foster  the  industry  of  the  parties  con- 
cerned, if  they  avail  themselves  of  it,  under  the 
guidance  of  a  spirit  of  economy  and  exertion. 

Whether  there  be  no  part  ol  the  United  States, 
in  which  the  objection  of  want  of  money  may 
truly  exist,  in  a  degree  to  render  the  payment  oif 
the  duty  seriously  distressing  to  the  iQhabitants^ 
the  Secretary  is  not  able  to  pronounce.  He  can 
only  express  his  own  doubt^  of  the  fact,  and  refer 
the  matter  to  such  information  as  the  members  oi 
any  district  so  situated^  may  have  it  in  their  power 
to  offer  to  the  Legislative  body. 
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Should  the  case  appear  to  exbt,  it  would  in- 
Tdre  the  necessity  ot  a  measure  in  the  abstract 
Tery  ineligible,  that  is,  the  receipt  of  the  duty  in 
the  article  itself. 

If  an  altematire  of  this  sort  were  to  be  allowed, 
it  would  be  proper  to  make  it  the  duty  of  the  partv 
paying,  to  deli?er  the  article  at  the  place  in  eacn 
county  where  the  office  of  inspection  is  kept,  and 
to  regulate  the  price  according  to  such  standard, 
as  would  induce  a  preference  of  paying  in  cash, 
except  from  a  real  impracticability  ol  obtaining  it. 

In  regard  to  the  petition  irom  the  dbtrict  of 
Kentuciy,  after  what  has  been  said  with  reference 
to  other  applications,  it  can  only  be  necessary  to 
observe  that  the  exemption  which  b  sought  by 
that  petition,  is  renderea  impracticable  bv  an  ex- 
press provision  of  the  Constitution,  which  declares, 
that  all  duties,  imix)8ts  and  excises  shall  be  uniform 
throughout  the  United  States. 

In  the  course  of  the  foregoing  examination  of 
the  objections  which  have  been  made  to  the  law, 
some  alterations  have  been  submitted  for  the  pur- 
pose of  removing  a  part  of  them.  The  Secretary 
will  now  proceeJ  to  submit  such  farther  altera- 
timu  as  a]^pear  to  him  advisable,  arising  either 
from  the  suff^tions  of  the  officers  of  the  reve- 
nue, or  from  his  own  reflections. 

I.  It  appears  expedient  to  alter  the  distinction 
respecting  distilleries  from  domestic  materials  in 
cities,  towns  and  vikses,  so  as  to  confine  it  to  one 
or  more  stills  workea  at  the  same  distillery,  the 
capacitjr  or  capacities  of  which  together  do  not  fail 
short  of^  four  hundred  ^pdlons. 

The  effectual  execution  of  the  present  provisions 
respecting  distilleries  from  home  materials  in  cities, 
towns,  and  villaj^es,  would  occasion  an  inconve- 
nient multiplication  of  officers,  and,  would  in  too 
Seat  a  degree  exhaust  the  product  of  the  duty  in 
e  expense  of  collection.  It  is  also  probable  that 
the  alteration  suggested  would  also  conduce  to 
public  satisfoction.    . 

II.  The  present  provisions  coneeming  the  enter- 
ing of  stills  are  iound  by  experience  not  to  be 
adequate,  and  in  some  instances  not  convenient 

It  appears  advisable,  that  there  shall  be  one 
office  of^inspection  for  each  county,  with  authori- 
ty to  the  supervisor  to  establish,  more  than  one,  if 
he  shall  jud^  it  necessary  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  inhabitants;  and  that  every  distiller  or  per- 
son having  or  keeping  a  still,  shall  be  required  to 
make  entry  of  the  same,  at  some  office  of  inspec- 
tion for  the  county,  within  a  certain  determinate 
period  in  each  year.  It  will  be  inroper  also  to 
enjoin  upon  every  person,  who,  residing  within 
the  county,  shall  procure  a  still,  or  who  removing 
into  a  county,  smdl  bring  into  it  a  still,  within 
twenty  days  after  such  procuring  or  removal,  and 
before  he  or  she  b^ins  to  use  the  still,  to  make 
entry  at  the  office  ofinspection.  Every  entry,  be- 
sides describing  the  still,  should  specify  in  whose 
possession  it  is,  and  the  purpose  for  which  it  is 
intended,  as  whether  for  sale  or  for  use  in  distil- 
ling; ana  in  the  case  of  a  removal  of  the  person 
from  another  place  into  the  county,  shall  specify 
the  place  from  which  the  still  shall  have  been 
hrooght.    A  forfeiture  of  the  slill  ought  in  every 


case  in  which  an  entry  is  required,  to  attend  an 
omission  to  enter. 

This  reg^ulation,  by  simplifying  the  business  of 
entering  stills,  would  render  it  easier  to  compre- 
hend and  comply  with  what  is  required,  would 
furnish  the  officers  with  a  better  rule  for  ascertain- 
ing delinquencies,  and,  by  avoiding  to  them  a  con- 
siderable decree  of  unnecessary  trouble,  will  facili- 
tate the  retaining  of  proper  characters  in  the  offices 
of  collectors.^ 

IIL  It  is  represented  that  difficulties  have  in 
some  instances  arisen  concerning  the  persons  re- 
sponsible for  the  duty.  The  apparent,  not  being 
always  the  real  proprietor,  an  opportunity  for 
collusion  is  afforded ;  and  without  collusion  the 
uncertainty  is  stated  as  a  source  of  embarrass- 
ment 

It  also  sometimes  happens,  that  certain  itinerant 
persons  without  property,  complying  with  the 
preliminary  requisitions  of  the  law  as  to  entry, 
^..  erect  and  work  stills  for  a  time,  and  before  a 
hall-yearly  period  of  payment  arrives,  remove  and 
evade  the  duty. 

It  would  tend  to  remedy  these  inconveniences, 
if  possessors  and  proprietors  of  stills  were  made 
jomtly  and  severally  liable,  and  if  the  duty  were 
made  a  tpecific  lien  on  the  still  itself;  if  also  the 
proprietor  ofihe  land,  upon  which  any  still  may  be 
worked  should  be  made  answerable  for  the  duty, 
except  where  it  is  worked  by  a  lawful  and  bona 
fide  tenant  of  the  land  of  an  estate,  not  less  than 
for  a  term  of  one  year,  or  unless  such  proprietor 
can  make  it  appear,  that  the  possessor  of  tne  still 
was  during  the  whole  time,  without  his  privity  or 
connivance,  an  intruder  or  trespasser  on  the  land; 
and  if,  in  the  last  place,  any  distiller  about  to  re* 
move  from  the  division  in  which  he  is,  should  be 
required  previous  to  such  removal  to  pay  the  tax 
for  the  year,  deducting  any  prior  payments,  or  give 
bond  with  approved  surety,  conditioned  for  the 
payment  of  the  flbll  sum  for  which  he  or  she  should 
be  legally  accountable  to  the  end  of  the  year,  to 
the  collector  of  the  division  to  which  the  removal 
shall  be,  rendering  proof  thereof  under  the  hau^  of 
th^  said  collector,  within  six  months  af^er  the  ex- 
piration of  the  year. 

As  well  with  a  view  to  the  forfeiture  of  the  stills 
for  non-entry,  as  to  give  effect  to  a  specific  lean  of 
the  duty  {\\  either  or  both  of  these  provisions 
should  l>e  aeemed  eligible)  it  will  be  necessary  to 
enjoin  it  upon  the  ofl^ers  of  the  revenue  to  iaen- 
tify  by  proper  marks  the  several  stills  which  shall 
have  been  entered  With  them. 

IV.  The  exemptions  granted  to  stills  of  the  capar 
city  of  fifty  gallons  and  under,  by  the  36th  section 
of  the  law.  appear  from  experience  to  require 
revision.  Tending  to  produce  inequality,  as  well 
as  to  frustrate  the  revenue,  they  have  excited 
complaint  It  appears  at  least  advisable,  that  the 
obligation  to  enter,  as  connected  with  that  of  pay- 
ing duty,  should  extend  to  stills  of  all  dimen- 
sions, and  that  it  should  be  enforced  in  every  case 
by  the  same  penal()r. 

v.  The  28th  section  of  the  act  makes  provision 
for  the  seizure  of  spirits  unaccompanied  with 
marks  and  certificates  in  the  cases  in  which  they 
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are  required ;  but  as  they  are  required  only  in  cer 
tain  cases,  and  there  is  no  method  of  distinguish- 
ing the  spirits,  in  respect  to  which  they  are  neces- 
sary, from  those  in  respect  to  which  they  are  not 
necessary,  the  provision  becomes  nueatory,  because 
an  attempt  to  enforce  it  would  oe  oppressive. 
Hence  not  only  a  great  security  for  the  due  exe- 
cution of  the  law  is  lost,  but  seizures  very  distress- 
ing to  unoffending  individuals  must  happen,  not- 
withstanding great  precaution  to  avoid  them. 

It  would  M,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary,  of 
great  importance  to  provide,  that  all  spirits  vdiat- 
soe  ver  in  casks  or  ve^^  of  the  capaci^  of  twenty 
fldlons  and  upwards  should  be  marked  and  corti- 
led,  on  pain  (k  seizure  and  forfeiture,  making  it 
the  duty  of  the  officers  to  furnish  the  reijuisite  cer- 
tificates gratis  to  distillers  and  dealers  in  all  cases, 
in  which  the  law  sh^  have  been  complied  with. 

In  those  cases  in  which  an  occanonal  recurrence 
to  the  officers  for  certificates  mieht  be  inconveni- 
ent, blanks  may  be  furnished,  to  oe  accounted  for. 
And  it  may  be  lef%  to  the  parties  themselves,  in 
the  like  cases,  to  mark  their  own  casks  or  vessels, 
in  some  simple  manner,  to  be  defined  in  the  law. 
These  cases  may  be  desi^niated  generally.  They 
will  principally  relate  to  dealers,  who,  in  the  course 
of  their  business,  draw  off  spirits  from  larger  to 
smaller  casks ;  and  to  distillers,  who  pay  according 
to  the  capacities  of  their  stills. 

As  a  part  of  a  regulation  of  this  sort,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  require,  that  within  a  certain  period, 
sufficiently  long  to  aamit  of  time  to  know  and  com- 
^  with  tne  provision,  entry  shall  be  made,  by  all 
dealers  and  distiUers,  of  all  spirits  in  their  respect- 
ive possessions,  which  shall  not  have  heen  {devi- 
ously marked  and  certified  according  to  law,  in 
order  that  they  may  be  marked  and  certified  as  old 
stock. 

The  regiriations  here  proposed,  thou^  product- 
ive of  some  trouble  and  mconvenience  in  the  out- 
set, will  be  afterwards  a  secmrity',  both  to  individu- 
als and  to  the  revenue. 

VI.  At  present  spirits  may  not  be  imported 
from  abroad  in  caslu  of  less  capacity  than  fifty 
gallons.  The  size  of  these  casks  is  smaller  than 
18  desirable,  so  far  as  the  security  of  the  revenue 
is  concerned ;  and  there  has  not  occurred  any  good 
objection  to  confining  the  importation  to  luger 
casks,  that  is  to  say,  to  casks  of  not  less  than  ninety 
^Uons.  Certainly,  as  far  as  respects  rum  from 
tpe  West  Indies,  it  may  be  done  without  inconve- 
menoe,  being  conformable  to  the  genend  course  of 
business.  The  result  of  examination  is,  that  the 
exception  as  to  this  particular  in  favor  of  mn 
may  oe  abolished.  Should  any  alt^ation  on  Uns 
subject  take  place,  it  ought  not  to  begin  to  operate 
till  after  the  expimtion  of  the  year. 

VII.  There  is  pound  to  suppose  that  the  allow- 
ance of  drawback,  without  any  limitation  as  to 
quantity,  has  been  abused.  It  is  submitted,  that 
none  be  made  on  any  less  quantity  than  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  gallons. 

YIII.  There  is  danger  that  filcility  may  be  given 
to  illicit  importations,  by  making  use  of  casks 
which  have  oeen  once  r^;ularly  marked,  and  tbe 
which  have  bwn  israed  with  them,  (0 


cover  other  ^tirits  than  those  ori^pnaUy  contained 
in  such  casks.  Appearances  winch  countenanee 
su^icion  on  this  point,  have  been  the  subjects  <^ 
representation  from  several  quarters. 

The  danger  may  be  obviated,  by  prohibiting^  the 
importation  in  such  marked  casks,  on  pain  of  for- 
feiture both  of  the  spirits  and  of  any  slup  or  vessel 
in  which  they  may  be  brought.  A  prohibition  of 
this  sort  does  not  appear  liable  to  any  good  objec- 
tion. 

IX.  The  duty  of  sixty  c^eits  p^  gallon  of  the 
capacity  of  a  sml,  was  fouaded  upon  a  computa- 
tion that  a  still,  of  any  given  dimensions,  worked 
Jour  months  in  the  year — ^which.  is  the  usual  peri- 
od of  country  distillatioii-^would  yield  a  quantity 
of  spirits  which,  at  the  rate  of  nine  cents  per  gal- 
lon, would  correspond  with,  sixty  cents  per  gaOon 
of  the  capacity  of  the  stilL  It  will  doerve  con- 
sideration, whether  it  will  not  be  expedient  to  give 
an  option  to  country  distillers,  at  the  annual  entry 
of  their  stills,  to  take  out  a  license  for  any  portion 
of  the  year  which  they  may  respeetively  tnink  fit, 
and  to  pay  at  the  rate  of  twelve  and  a  naif  cents 
per  gallon  <^  the  capacity  per  month,  during  soeh 
period.  This  to  stand  in  lieu  o£  the  alternative  of 
paying  by  the  gallon,  distilled.  It  would  obviate 
m  this  case  the  necessity  of  accounting  upon  oath, 
and  would  leave  it  in  tke  power  of  each  distiller 
to  cover  the  precise  time  he  meant  to  work  his 
still,  with  a  license,  and  to  pay  for  that  time  only. 
A  strict  prohibition  to  distil  at  any  other  time  than 
that  for  which  the  licoise  was  given,  would  be  of 
course  necessary  to  accompany  the  regulation,.  a3 
§u  as  regarded  any  such  licensed  distiller. 

The  (mly  rfmaining  points  wliich  have  occurred, 
a  pnroper  to  be  anhmitlcd  to  the  etmaid^ation  oi 
the  Legislature^  reapeet  the  officers  of  the  reve- 
nue. 

It  is  repeasenHed,  that  in  some  instances,  from 
the  ill  hinmor  of  indftvidualii,  die  officers  have 
experienced  much  embarrassmeat,  in  respect  to 
the  filling  of  stdls  with  wator,  to  ascertain  their 
capacity*-^which,  upon  examinatinn,  is  found  the 
most  simple  and  practkahle  mode.  The  propir 
etors  have^  in  some  iff«i4i^i»ftt»j  not  only  refusea  to 
aid  the  officers,  but  have  even  pnt  out  oi  their  way 
the  means  by  which  the  fiUing  mi§^  be  conyeni- 
ently  accomplished. 

It  would  conduce  to  the  easy  execution  of  tbe 
law,  and  to  the  very  important  purpose  of  retain- 
ing and  procuring  respectable  cbancters  as  col- 
lectors, if^  the  proprietors  and  possessors  of  stiUs 
were  required  to  aid  them  in  tbe  ^ecution  of  this 
part  of  their  duty,  or  to  pay  a  certain  sum  as  a 
compensation  for  the  doisff  of  it. 

1^  limits  assipiiied  in  the  law  respeetinff  com- 
pensations, are  found,  in  practice,  essentially  inr 
adequate  to  the  object. 

This  is  so  far  the  case,  that  it  beoomes  tbe  duty 
of  the  Secretary  to  atate  that  greater  latitude  in 
this  particular  is  indispensaUe  to  the  effectual  ex- 
ecution of  the  kw. 

In  the  most  productive  divisions,  the  commis* 
siotts  of  the  collectors  afford  but  a  oKNieEale  com* 
pensation.  In  the  greatest  part  iiftbem,  tbe  oo«i« 
pcniation  is  glaringly  diqiropwtianed  to  tbe 
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rice  3  in  many  of  them  it  falb  materially  short  of 
the  expense  of  the  oflScer. 

It  is  believed,  that  in  no  country  whatever  has 
the  collection  ot  a  similar  durv*been  efibcted  with- 
in the  limit  assigned.  Applying  in  the  United 
States  to  a  single  article  only,  and  yielding  conse- 
quently a  less  total  product  than  where  many  arti- 
cles are  comprehended,  the  expense  of  collection 
must  of  necessity  be  proportionally  greater. 

It  appears  to  the  Secretary,  that  seven  and  a 
half  per  cent,  of  the  total  proauct  of  the  duties  on 
distilled  spirits,  foreign  as  well  as  domestic,  and 
not  less,  will  suffice  to  defray  the  compensations 
to  officers,  and  other  expenses  incidental  to  the 
collection  of  the  duty.  Tnis  is  to  be  imderstood  as 
supplemental  to  thepresent  ctistom-house  expenses. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  urce  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
^ntatives,  how  essentia  it  must  be  to  the  exe- 
cution of  theiaw,  in  a  mannet  effectual  to  the 
purposes  of  the  Government  and  satisfactory  to 
the  community,  to  secirre,  by  competent  though 
moderate  rewards,  the  dUigent  services  of  respect- 
able and  trustworthy  characters. 

All  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 
Secretary  of  the  TVeasury, 

TftfiAStJRT  Department,  March  5, 1792. 


•  REPORT  ON  THE  SINKING  F0ND. 

In  Senate,  November  7, 1791. 
The  Vice  Pregident  of  (he  Umted  Slates  and  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate,  the  Chief  Justice,  the  Secretaiy 
of  State,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuzy,  and  the  At- 
torney General,  respeetAiUy  report  to  the  CongreM 
of  t&e  United  States  of  America-— 

lliat,  pursuant  to  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  mak- 
ing provision  for  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt," 
and  in  conformity  to  two  resolutions  agreed  upon 
by  them,  one  on  the  l$th  day  of  January,  and 
another  on  the  15th  of  August  last,  and  severally 
approved  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
they  have  caused  purchases  of  the  said  Debt  to  be 
made,  through  the  agency,  respectively,  of  Samu- 
el Meredith,  Treasurer  of  the  United  States;  Wil- 
liam Seton,  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  New  York ; 
Benjamin  Lincoln,  Ck)llector  of  the  District  of 
Boston  and  Charlestown ;  and  William  Heth,  Col- 
lector of  the  District  of  Bermuda  Hundred,  to  the 
amount  of  $852,677  46,  for  which  there  have  been 
paid  $540,924  14,  in  specie,  as  will  more  particu- 
tarly  appear  by  the  several  documents  (Nos.  1  to  8) 
herewith  submitted  as  part  of  this  report,  and 
which  specify  the  places  where,  the  times  when, 
the  prices  at  which,  and  the  persons  of  whom  the 
said  purchases  have  been  made. 
,  T^at,  though  the  statements  of  William  Seton 
and  Benjamin  Lincoln  have  not  yet  passed  through 
the  forms  of  settlement,  it  appears,  by  the  docu- 
ment No.  8,  being  a  certified  transcript  from  the 
books  of  the  Treasury,  that  the  amount  of  the 
stock  by  them  respectively  reported  to  have  been 
purchased  has  been  duly  transferred  to  the  said 
books. 

2d  Con— a6 


That  the  purchases  now  and  heretofore  report- 
ed amount,  in  the  whole,  to  $1,131,364  7d,  for 
which  there  have  been  paid  $699,163  3®,  in  specie. 

Signed  in  behalf  of  the  Board, 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
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^Herfe  follow  several  other  statements,  com- 
prising the*  details,  which,  being  voluminous,  are 
omitted.] 
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ADDITIONAL  SUPPLIES  POR  1792. 

Tbiaaubt  DiFABTMSKT,  MoTcH  16,  179S. 
The  SxCBXTABT  or  thx  TBXAtvBTy  pursuant  to  a 
resolutioii  of  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  of  the  8th 
mstant  directing  the  said  Secretary  to  report  to  the 
House  his  opinion  of  the  best  mode  of  raising  the 
additional  supplies  requisite  for  the  ensuing  year, 
respectfully  submits  the  following  Report  : 

The  sum  which  is  estimated  to  be  necessary  for 
carrying  into  effect  the  purposes  of  the  act  for 
makmg  further  and  more  effectual  provision  for 
the  protection  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States, 
beyond  the  provision  made  by  the  act  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  €rovemment.for 
the  year  1792,  is  $675,950  08.  T^e  returns  which 
have  been  received  at  the  Treasury  subsequent  to 
the  Secretary's  Report  of  the  23d  of  January  last, 
(among  which  are  those  of  some  principal  ports,) 
afford  satisfactory  g^round  of  assurance  that  the 
quarter  ending  the  last  of  December  was  con- 
siderably more  productive  than  it  wy  supposed 
likely  to  prove ;  authorizing  a  reliance  that  the 
revenues  to  the  end  of  the  year  1791  will  yield  a 
surplus  of  $15^000,  which  may  be  applied  in  part 
of  toe  sum  of  $675,950  08,  above  stated  to  be  ne- 
cessary. Provision  remains  to  be  made  for  the 
residue  of  this  sum,  viz:  $525,950  08.  Three  ex- 
pedients occur  to  the  option  of  the  Government  for 
providing  this  sum :  one,  to  dispose  of  the  interest 
to  which  the  United  States  are  entitled  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  This,  at  the  present 
market  price  of  Bank  stock,  would  yield  a  clear 
gain  to  toe  Government  mucn  more  tnan  adequate 
to  the  sum  required.  Another,  to  borrow  the 
money,  upon  an  establishment  of  funds,  either 
merely  commensurate  with  the  interest  to  be 
paid,  or  affording  a  surplus  which  will  discharge 
the  principal  by  instalments  within  a  short  term. 
The  third  is,  to  raise  the  amount  by  taxes.  The 
first  of  these  three  expedients  appears  to  the  Se- 
cretary altogether  unadvisable.  First.  It  is  his 
present  opinion  that  it  will  be  found,  in  various 
respects,  permanently  the  interest  of  the  United 
States  to  retain  the  interest  to  which  they  are 
entitled  in  the  Bank;  but,  secondly,  if  this  opmion 
should  not  be  well  founded,  it  would  be  improvi- 
dent to  dispose  of  it  at  the  present  juncture,  since, 
upon  a  comprehensive  view  of  the  subject,  it  can 
hardly  admit  of  a  doubt  that  its  future  value,  at  a 
period  not  yefy  distant,  will  be  considerably  fi^reater 
than  its  present,  while  the  Grovernment  will  enjoy 
the  benefit  of  whatever  dividends  shall  be  declared 
in  the  interval;  and,  thirdly^  whether  it  shall  be 
deemed  proper  to  retain  or  dispose  of  this  interest 
the  most  useful  application  of  the  proceeds  will  be 
as  a  fund  for  extinguishing  the  Public  Debt.  A 
necessity  of  applying  it  to  any  different  object,  if 
it  should  be  fqpnd  to  exist,  would  be  matter  of 
serious  regret.  The  second  expedient  would,  in 
the  judgment  of  the  Secretary,  be  preferable  to 
the  first ;  for  this,  the  following  reason,  if  there 
were  no  other,  is  presumed  to  l^  conclusive,  viz : 
that  the  probable  increase  of  the  value  of  the 
stock  may  itself  be  estimated  as  a  considerable,  if 


not  a  sufficient  fund,  for  the  repayment  of  the 
sum  which  mif^ht  be  borrowed.  If  the  measure 
of  a  Loan  should  be  thought  eligible^  it  is  submit- 
ted as  most  advisaUe  to  accompany  it  with  a  pro- 
vision sufficient  not  only  to  pay  tne  interest,  but 
to  discharge  the  principal  withm  a  short  period. 
This  will  at  least  mitigate  the  inconvenience  of 
making  an  addition  to  the  Public  Debt  But  the 
result  of  mature  reflection  is,  in  the  mind  of  the 
Secretary,  a  strong  conviction  that  the  last  of  the 
three  expedients  vniich  have  been  mentioned  is  to 
be  preferred  to  either  of  the  other  two.  Nothing 
can  more  interest  the  national  credit  and  prosperi- 
ty than  a  constant  and  sytematic  attention  to  iius- 
band  all  the  means  previously  possessed  for  extin- 
guishinsr  the  present  Debt,  and  to  avoid,  as  much 
as  possible,  the  incurring  of  any  n^w  debt.  Ne- 
cessity alone,  therefore,  can  justify  the  application 
of  any  of  the  public  property,  other  thui  the  an- 
nual revenues,  to  the  current  service,  to  the  tem- 
porary and  casual  exigencies  of  the  country,  or 
the  contracting  of  an  additional  debt,  by  loans,  to 
provide  for  those  exigencies.  Great  emergencies, 
indeed,  might  exist  m  which  loans  would  be  in- 
dispensable. But  the  occasions  which  will  justify 
them  must  be  truly  of  that  description.  The  pre- 
sent is  not  of  such  a  nature ;  the  sum  to  be  pro- 
vided is  not  of  mafi|nitude  enough  to  furnish  the 
plea  of  necessity.  Taxes  are  never  welcome  to  a 
community;  they  seldom  fail  to  excite  uiyeasy 
sensations,  more  or  less  extensive.  Hence  a  too 
strong;  propensity  in  the  Governments  of  nations  to 
anticipate  and  mortgage  the  resources  of  posterity, 
rather  than  encounter  the  inconveniences  of  a 
present  increase  of  taxes.  But  this  policy,  when 
not  dictated  by  very  peculiar  circumstanc^  is  of 
the  worst  kind.  Its  obvious  tendency  is,  by  en- 
hancing the  permanent  burdens  of  the  people,  to 
produce  lasting  distress,  and  its  natural  issue  is  in 
national  bankruptcy.  It  will  be  happy  if  the 
councils  of  this  country,  sanctioned  by  the  voice 
of  an  enlightened  community,  shall  be  able  to  par- 
sue  a  different  eourse.  Yielding  to  this  impres- 
sion, the  Secretary  proceeds  to  state,  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House,  the  objects  which  have 
occurred  to  him  as  most  proper  to  be  resorted  to 
for  raising  the  requbite  sum  by  taxes.  From  the 
most  careful  view  which  he  is  able  to  take  of  all 
the  circumstances  that,  at  the  present  juncture, 
naturally  enter  into  consideration,  he  is  led  to 
conclude  that  the  most  eligible  mode  in  which  the 
necessary  provision  can  at  this  time  be  made  is  by 
some  additional  duties  on  imported  articles.  This 
conclusion  is  made  with  reluctance,  for  reasons 
which  were  noticed  upon  a  former  occasion,  and 
from  the  reflection  that  frequent  and  unexpected 
alterations  in  the  rates  of  duties^  on  the  objects  of 
tradcj  by  induciufi^  uacertainty  m  mercantile  spe- 
culations and  calculations,  are  really  injurious  to 
commerce  and  hurtful  to  the  interests  of  those* 
who  carry  it  on.  The  stability  of  the  duties  to  be 
paid  by  tne  merchants  is  in  fact  of  more  conse- 
quence to  them  than  their  quantum,  if  within 
reasonable  bounds.  It  were,  therefore,  much  to 
have  been  wished  that  so  early  a  resort  to  ne-vr 
demands  on  that  class  of  citizens  could  have  bec^ 
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avoided,  and  especially  that  they  could  have  been 
deferrea  until  a  general  tariff  could  have  been  ma- 
XMieiy  digested  upon  principles  which  might  with 
propriety  render  it  essentially  stationary.  But 
while  there  are  these  motives  to  regret  there  are 
others  of  a  consoling  tendency,  some  of  which  in- 
dicate that  an  augmentation  of  duties,  at  the  pre- 
sent juncture,  may  have  the  effect  of  lessening 
some  public  evils  and  producing  some  public  be- 
nefits. It  is  a  pleasing  fact,  if.  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Secretary  be  not  very  erroneous,  that 
the  improved  state  of  the  credit  of  this  country 
enables  our  merchants  to  procure  the  supplies 
which  they  import  from  abroad  upon  much  more 
cheap  and  advantageous  terms  than  heretofore— a 
circumstance  which  must  alleviate  to  them  the 
pressure  of  somewhat  higher  rates  of  duty,  and 
must  contribute,  at  the  same  time,  to  reconcile  them 
to  burdens  which,  beinc  connected  with  an  effica- 
cious discharge  of  the  duty  of  Government,  are  of 
a  nature  to  give  solidity  and  permanency  to  the 
advanta^s  they  enjoy  under  it.  It  is  certain,  also, 
that  a  spirit  of  manufacturing  prevails  at  this  time 
in  a  greater  degree  than  it  has  done  at  any  ante- 
cedent period ;  and.  as  fait  as  an  increase  or  duties 
shall  tend  to  secona  and  aid  this  spirit,  they  will 
serve  to  promote  essentially  the  industry,  the 
wealth,  the  stren^h,  the  independence,  and  the 
substantial  prosperity  of  the  country.  The  returns 
for  one  year  ending  with  the  30th  of  September 
last,  (an  abstract  of  which  is  in  preparation,  to  bcr 
communicated  to  the  Legislature,)  evince  a  much 
increased  importation  during  that  year,  greater, 
far,  than  can  oe  referred  to  a  naturally^  increasing 
demand  from  the  progress  of  population,  and  an- 
nounce a  probability  of  a  more  than  proportional 
increase  of  consumption,  there  being  no  appear- 
ance of  an  extraordinary  abundance  of  goods  in 
the  market.  If,  happily,  an  extension  of  the  duties 
shall  operate  as  a  restraint  upon  excessive  con- 
sumption, it  will  be  a  salutary  mean  of  preserving 
the  community  from  future  embarrassment,  pub- 
lic and  private.  But  if  this  should  not  be  the 
case,  it  is  at  least  prudent  in  the  Government  to 
extract  from  it  the  resources  necessary  for  current 
exigencies,  rather  than  postpone  the  burden  to  a 
period  when  that  very  circumstance  may  cause  it 
to  be  more  grievously  felt.  These  different  con- 
siderations unite,  with  others  which  will  suggest 
themselves,  to  induce,  in  the  present  state  of 
things,  a  preference  of  taxes  on  imported  articles, 
to  any  other  mode  of  raising  the  sum  required. 
It  is  therefore  respectfully  submitted  that  the  ex- 
isting duties  on  the  articles  hereafter  enumerated 
be  repealed,  and  that,  in  place  of  them,  the  follow- 
ing be  laid,  viz : 

W1NB8. 

Madeira,  quality  of  London  Par.  per  ffall.  $0  56 

Madeira,  London  market         -  do  49 

Other  Madeira  wine     -           -  do  40 

Sherry  -           -           -           -  do  33 

St.  Lucar          -           -           -  do  30 

Lisbop  -           -           -           -  do  25 

Oporto  -           -           -           -  do  25 

Teneriffe  and  Fayal     -           -  do  20 
All  other  wines  40  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 
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27 
31 
37 
45 
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25 

20 


10 

7 

10 
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BPiRrrs. 

Those  dUHUed  whoUy  or  chiefly  from  grain. 

Of  the  first  class  of  proof  -  per  galL  $0  28 

Of  the  second  class  of  proof  -  do           20 

Of  the  third  class  of  proof  -  do           31 

Of  the  fourth  class  of  proof  -  do           34 

Of  the  fifth  class  of  proof  -  do           40 

Of  the  sixth  class  of  proof  -  do           50 

OTHER  DISTILLED  SPIRITS. 

Of  the  2d  class  proof  and  under      per  gall. 
Of  the  3d  class  proof  and  under  do 

Of  the  4th  class  proof  and  under  do 

Of  the  5th  class  proof  and  under  do 

Of  the  6th  class  proof  and  under  do 

Beer>  ale,  and  porter     -  -      per  gall. 

Steel     -  -  -  -     per  cwt. 

Nails     -  -  -  -        per  lb. 

Cocoa    -  -  -  -  do 

Chocolate         -  -  -  do 

Playing  cards    •  .-  '     pc'  pack 

Shoes  and  slippers  of  silk 
Shoes  and  slippers  of  stained  or  colored 

leather,  other  than  black,  for  men  and 

women  -  -  -  - 

Shoes  and  slippers  of  stained  or  colored 

leather,  other  than  black,  for  children 
All  other  shoes  and  slippers  for  men  and 

women,  clogs  and  ffotoshoes  - 
All  other  shoes  and  suppers  for  children 

ARTICLBS  AD  VALOREM. 

China  wares;  looking-glass,  window,  and  other 
fflass,  and  all  manufactures  of  glass,  black  quart 
bottles  excepted;  muskets;  pistols;  swords,  cut- 
lasses, hangers,  and  other  fire  and  side  arms; 
starch;  hair  powder;  wafers;  and  glue — 15  per 
cent,  ad  valorem. 

Cast,  slit,  and  rolled  iron,  and  generally  all  ma- 
nufactures of  iron,  steel,  tin,  pewter,  copper,  brass, 
or  of  which  either  of  these  metals  is  the  article 
of  chief  value,  not  being  otherwise  particularly 
enumerated ;  cabinet  wares ;  leather,  tanned  and 
tawed,  and  all  manufactures  of  leather,  or  of  which 
leather  is  the  article  of  chief  value,  not  beins  oth- 
erwise particularly  enumerated ;  medicinal  drugs, 
excei^  those  commonly  used  in  dying ;  hats,  caps, 
and  mmnets,  of  every  sort ;  gloves  and  mittens ; 
stockings;  millinery,  ready  made;  artificial  flow- 
ers, feathers,  and  other  ornaments  for  women*^ 
head  dresses ;  fans ;  dolls,  dressed  and  undressed ; 
toys ;  buttons  of  every  kind ;  carpets  and  carpet- 
ing mats,  and  floor  cloths ;  sail  cloth ;  sheathing 
and  cartridge  paper;  all  powders,  pastes,  balls, 
balsams,  ointments,  oils,  waters,  washes,  tinctures, 
essences,  liquors,  or  other  preparation  or  composi- 
tion, commonly  called  sweet-scents,  odors,  per- 
fumes, or  cosmetics ;  all  dentrifice,  powders,  tinc- 
tures, preparations,  or  compositions  whatsoever, 
for  the  teeth  or  gums ;  printed  books,  except  those 
specially  imported  for  a  college,  academy,  or  other 
public  or  incorporated  seminary  of  learning  or  in- 
stitution, which  shidl  be  wholly  exempted  from 
duty — 10  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

The  forgoing  duties  to  be  permanently  esta- 
blished, and^to  be  appropriated,  m  the  first  place 
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to  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  the  Public  Debt; 
in  the  second,  to  such  other  grants  and  appropria- 
tions as  have  been  heretofore  made :  and,  in  the 
third,  to  the  purposes  of  the  act  for  making  fur- 
ther and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States.    An 
addition  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  ad  valorem  to 
be  made  to  the  duty  on  all  goods  heretofore  rated 
at  five  per  cent,  ad  valorem.    This  addition  to  be 
temporary,  and  accordingly  to  be  so  established  as 
that  it  shall  not  continue  longer  than  till  the  pre- 
sent Ihdian  war  shall  terminate,  and  the  expenses 
of  carrying  it  on  shall  have  been  defrayed,  which 
will  of  course  include  the  reimbursement  of  any 
sums  that  may  have  been  borrowed  hy  way  of 
anticipation  of  the  product  of  the  duties.    It  is 
represented  that  the  present  duty  on  salt  operates 
unequL^y,  from  the  consideraole  difference  in 
weight,  m   proportion  to  quantity  of  different 
kinds  of  salt,  a  bushel  weighing  from  about  fifty- 
six  to  upward  of  eighty  weight.    It  would  have 
an  equalizing*  effect,  if  the  bushel  were  defined 
by  weight ;  and,  if  fifty-six  pounds  were  taken 
as  the  standard,  a  valuable  accession  to  the  reve- 
nue would  result.    This  regulation  is,  therefore, 
submitted  as  a  resource  upon  the  present  occasion, 
the  rate  of  duty  to  remam  as  it  is.    It  will  be  a 
reasonable  accommodation  to  trade,  if  it  is  made 
a  part  of  this  arrangement,  to  extend  the  credit 
^r  the  duty  on  salt  to  a  longer  term.    It  is  an 
article  which,  from  the  circumstances  of  its  im- 
jportation,  frequently  Hes  on  hand  for  a  considera- 
ole time ;  and,  in  relation  to  the  fisheries,  b  usu- 
ally sold  npon  a  credit  of  several  months. 
.    Some  remarks  may  be  proper  in  regard  to  the 
proposed  duties.    Those  on  spirits  and  wines  may 
appear  high ;  they  are  doubtless  coQsiderable ;  but 
there  are  precedents  elsewhere  of  much  higher 
duties  on  the  same  articles.    And  it  is  certainly 
in  every  view  justifiable  to  make  a  free  use  m* 
them  for  the  purpose  of  revenue.    Wines,  gene- 
rally speaking,  are  the  luxury  of  classes  of  the 
community  wno  can  afford  to  pay  a  considerable 
duty  upon  them.    It  has  appeared  advisable  to 
adhere  to  the  idea  of  a  specific  duty,  per  quantity, 
on  all  the  species  of  wines  in  most  common  con- 
sumption in  the  country,  and  tho^  most  su^epti- 
ble  of  precise  designation. ,  as  affording  gftatest 
certainty  to  the  revenue,  and  to  adopt  a  general 
ad  valorem  rate  for  other  kinds  proportioned  to 
the  specific  duties ;  this  rate  is  fbr ty  per  cent. 
The  distinction  has  proceeded  from  the  difficulty 
of  a  precise  enumeration  of  all  the  other  kinds  o[ 
wine  which  are  and  may  be  imported^  ^d  of  such 
an  adjustment  of  specific  rates  as  wiU  bear  some 
reasonable  proportion  to  the  value  of  the  article. 
The  present  loweet  rate  of  duty  on  wines  amounts 
to  two  hundred  and  three  hundred  per  cent,  on 
the  value  of  certain  kinds,  which  may  be  consi- 
dered as  equivalent  to  a  prohibition.     While, 
therefore,  ideas  of  proportion  will  be  better  con- 
sulted than  heretofore^  by  the  proposed  arrange- 
ment, it  is  probable  that  the  revenue  will  be  bene- 
fited, rather  than  injured,  by  a  reduction  of  the 
duties  on  low-priced  wines.    The  considerations 
which  render  ardent  spirits^  proper  object  of  high 


duties  have  been  repeatedly  dwelt  upon.    It  may 
be  added,  that  it  is  a  familiar  and  a  just  remarv 
that  the  peculiarly  low  price  of  ardent  spirits  in 
this  country  is  a  great  source  of  intemperance. 
To  brinjg  the  price  of  the  article  more  nearly  to  a 
level  with  the  price  of  it  in  other  markets,  oy  an 
increase  of  duty,  while  it  will  contribute  to  the 
advancement  of  the  revenue,  cannot  but  prove,  in 
other  respects,  a  public  benefit.    The  rates  pro- 
posed will  be  still  moderate,  compared  with  ex- 
amples in  other  countries ;  and  the  article  is  of  a 
nature  to  enable  the  importer,  without  difficulty, 
to  transfer  the  duty  to  the  consumer.    A  discri- 
mination is  suggested  in  respect  to  duties  an  spi- 
rits distilled  from  grain.    To  this  there  havebc^n 
two  inducements :  one,  that  the  difference  in  the 
duty  is  conformable  to  the  difference  between  the 
cost  of  the  grain  spirits  usually  imported  and  that 
of  West  India  rum ;  another,  that  it  is,  in  a  par- 
ticular manner,  the  interest  of  the  United  States 
to  favor  the  distillation  of  its  oWn  grain  in  com- 
petition with  foreign  spirits  from  the  same  mate- 
rial   In  the  second  division  of  spirits,  the  first 
class  of  proof  is  dropped,  because  none  of  it  comes 
from  the  West  Indies,  and  because  any  other  spi- 
rits usually  imported,  which  may  be  of  so  low  a 
Eroof,  are  higher  priced  even  than  some  of  the 
igher  proems  of  West  India  spirits.    The  drop- 
ping of^that  class  of  proof,  therefore,  in  this  ease 
IS  favorable  to  the  revenue  and  favorable  to  equa- 
lity.   Several  of  the  other  specific  duties  which 
are  proposed,  besides  the  inducements  to  them  a^ 
items  of  revenue,  are  strongly  recommended  by 
considerations  which  have  been  stated  in  the  Re- 
port of  the  Secretary  on  the  subject  of  manufac- 
tures.   The  same  report  states  inducements  to  a, 
fifteen  per  cent,  duty  on  some  of  the  articles  which 
are^  mentioned  as  proper  to  be  comprised  under 
that  rate.    With  regard  to  china  and  ^lasa,  there 
are  two  weighty  reasons  for  a  comparatively  hi^h 
duty  upon  them.    The  use  of  them  is  very  limit- 
ed, except  by  the  wealthier  classes ;  and  both  their 
bulk  and  liability  to  damage  in  transportation  are 
ffreat  securities  against  evasions  of  the  revenue. 
It  will,  however,  merit  consideration  whether,  for 
the  accommodation  of  importers,  a  longer  term  of 
credit  oueht  not  to  be  allowed  on  these  articles. 
A  duty  of  two  cents  per  pound  on  cocoa  is  less,  in 
proportion  to  the  value,  tnan  the  present  duty  on 
conee ;  as  an  extensive  article  of  consumption,  it  is 
a  productive  one  of  revenue.    The  duty  on  play- 
ing cards  can  give  rise  to  no  question  except  as  to 
practidtbility  of  a  safe  collection.    In  order  to 
this,  it  wiU  be  proper  to  superadd  certain  precau- 
tions, which  will  readily  occur  in  re^gukting  the 
details  of  a  bill  for  the  purpose.    A  similar  atten- 
tion will  be  requisite  in  regard  to  the  duties  on 
wines.    The  employment  of  marks  and  certificates 
may  advantageously  be  extended  to  this  article. 
The  rate  of  ten  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  it  is  hoped 
will  not  be  deemed  immoderate  in  relation  to  the 
articles  to  which  it  is  proposed  to  apply  it.    It  is 
difficult  to  assign  rules  for  what  ought  to  b^  con- 
sidered as  a  just  standard.    But,  after  the  best 
consideration  which  the  Secretary  has  been  able 
to  bestow  upon  it,  he  cannot  discover  that  an^ 
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real  mconYeaienee  ii  likely  permanently  to  result 
from  the  extension  of  that  rate  to  the  cases  pich 
posed.  The  aditition  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent, 
to  the  doty  on  the  mass,  of  articles  now  lated  at 
five  will  constitute  an  important,  though  not  an 
excessive  augmentation.  Nevertheless,  it  is  pro* 
posed  thai  it  shall  be  only  teo^rary ;  and  there 
is  reasonable  ground  of  e3^)eotatiGin  that  the  cause 
for  lu^Tlng  recourse  to  it  will  not  be  of  very  loQg 
continuance.  It  will  not  have  escaped  the  ob- 
serralion  of  the  House  that  the  duties  which  were 
suggested  in  the  Secretary's  r^K>rt  on  that  sub- 
ject, as  encouragements  to  manufactures,  are  for 
the  most  part  included  amoD^  the  objeels  of  this 
report.  It  mav  tend  to  avoid  futmre  embarrass^ 
ment  if  such  aboMtions  and  drawbacks  as  shall  ha 
denned  expedient,  with  a  view  to  promotii^  ma- 
nnfacturesj  shall  accompany  the  establishment  and 
approinriation  of  whatever  further  duties  may  be 
laid  for  the  object  in  contemplation.  And  it  may 
be  found  c<mvenient  to  qualify  the  appropriation 
of  the  surplus  which  is  to  be  appUod  to  that  ob- 
Jeel^  so  as  to  1^  in  such  other  apiuropriations 
during  the  session  as  occurrences  may  suggest. 
An  estimate  of  the  additional  revenue  which  mav 
be  exneeted  from  the  proposed  duties  is  subioined. 
It  will  occur  to  the  House  that  the  credit  allowed 
for  the  duties  will  require  an  anticipati<m  of  their 
product  by  a  temporary  loan,  for  which  provision 
in^the  law  will  be  requisite.  All  which  is  humbly 
submitted. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Eftimaie  ofprcibaMe  additional  revefmefrom  the* 

proposed  duties. 

Madeira  wine,  300,000  gallons,  avemge 

increase  18  cents  per  jralbn    -  -  $96,000 

Other  wines,  700,000  gaUons,  average  in- 
crease 3  cents  per  gallon         -  -     21,000 
Distilled  spirits,  3^600,000  gallons,  average 
increase,  allowing  for  proposed  deduc- 
tion from  the  duties  on  domestic  spirits, 
Scents-           ....     72^ 
Salt,  from  the  equalizing  regulation  pro- 
posed, will  probably  yield  one-sixth 
more,  or  2  cts.  per  bushel,  on  2,000,000 
bushels-           .           -           -  .     40,000 
Malt  liquors,  200,000  oallons.  at  2 1-2  cts. .     ft,000 
Nails  and  smkes.  1,800,000  lbs.,  at  1  cent     18,000 
Cocoa,  800,000  lbs.,  at  1  cent      -  -       8,000 
Playing  cards,  20,000,  at  15  cents  -       3,000 
Other  enumerated  articles  ad  valorem,  at 

15  per  cent.      -  -  -  -     10,000 

Increased  duty  on  articles  rated  perma- 
nently at  10  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  com- 
puted at  $2fiOOfiOO  in  value,  at  3  per 
cent.  -----  60,000 
Temporary  addition  of  2  1-2  per  cent,  on 
the  articles  now  rated  at  5,  computed 
on  $10,000,000  -  -  -  260,000 

523^ 
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Mr.  PxTxsiHoirs,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  causes  of  the  &ilure  of  the  late  expedi- 
tion ipider  Mi^r  Of  nertl  St.  Clwi  reported  that  the 
oommitteehad  proceeded  to  examine  all  ihe  papers 
fbmiidied  by  Hie  Bxeeutire  Department  relative  (heie- 
tO|  sundry  papers  and  accounts  furnished  by  the 
Treasury  and  War  Departments,  with  expla,nations 
of  the  same  by  the  Headf  o^  thpae  'Dfy^artments, 
in  person,  to  hear  the  testimony  of  witneei^  upon 
oath,  and  written  remaika  by  Oeneral  St  Olatr, 
upon  the  fiu^ts  established  by  the  whole  eridenoe; 
and  that,  as  the  result  «f  their  inquiries,  the  commit- 
tee had  ag^reed  to  the  &iUigrm^§  Bepoit : 

The  contract  for  the  suppHes  of  the  Army  on 
the  route  from  Fort  Pitt,  was  made  by  Theodo- 
sius  Fowler,  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  bears  date  the  28th  day  of  October,  1790  5  thai, 
at  the  same  time,  a  bond,  in  thepenalty  of  one 
hundred  thousandf  dollars,  with  Walter  Livings^ 
ton  and  John  Cochran  securities  tliereto,  was  en- 
tered into  for  the  due  execution  of  the  contract ; 
that  on  the  3d  day  of  January,  1791,  tbe  con- 
tract was  wholly  transfi^rred  from  the  said  Fow- 
lej:  to  William  Duer,  a  copy  of  which  trans- 
fer was  lodged  in  the  office  of^tne  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  5  that,  by  Letter  from  the  Sec;retary  of 
War,  bearing  date  the  25th  of  February,  1791,  ad- 
dressed to  William  Duer,  it  appears  that  he  was 
considered  as  the  contractor  3  that  no  correspond- 
ence appears  to  have  taken  place  subsequently  tp 
that  time  between  Theodosius  Fowler  and  either 
the  Treasury  or  War  Departments  i  that  on  the 
6th  day  of  March.  1791,  a  contract  was  entered 
into  by  William  Duer  with  the  Secretary  of  War 
for  supi)lying  the  troops  with  provisions  until, 
their  arrival  at  Fort  Pitt ;  and  at  Fort  Pitt  a  bond 
was  at  the  same  time  entered  into  by  the  said 
William  t)uer  for  the  due  execution  of  the  said 
contract,  in  the  penalty  of  four  thousand  dollars, 
without  any  security  whatsoever ;  that  the  act 
making  provision  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers 
received  the  signature  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  the  3d  of  March,  1791 ;  that  Ge- 
neral St.  Clair  was  appointed  Commander-in-Chief 
of  tbe  Army  destined  for  the  expedition  on  the  4th 
dav  of  the  same  month,  and  on  the  28th  left  Phi- 
laaelphia,  for  Fort  Pitt,  at  which  place  he  arrived 
the  16th  day  of  April,  and  from  thience  nroceeded 
to  Lexington,  and  from  thence  to  Fort  Washing- 
ton, where  he  arrived  on  the  15th  day  of  May. 

At  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  General  at 
Fort  Washin^on,  the  garrison  there  consisted  of 
75  non-commissioned  omcers  and  privates  fit  for 
duty  5  the  grarrison  at  Fort  Harmar,  of  45 ;  at  Fort 
Steuben,  of  61 :  at  Fort  Knox,  of  83;  and  on  the 
15th  day  of  July,  the  whole  of  the  first  United 
States  re^ment,  amounting  to  299  non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  privates,  arrived  at  Fort  Wash- 
ington, under  orders  from  the  Commander-in- 
Chief.  •  General  Butler  was  appointed  the  seco9d 
in  command  in  the  month  of  March,  and  immedi- 
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ately  proceeded  to  make  the  necessary '  arrange- 
ments for  the  recruiting  service ;  that  he  arrived 
in  Baltimore,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  the  20th 
of  April,  and  continued  there  till  the  30th  of  the 
same  month ;  that  he  arrived  at  Carlisle,  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  9th  of  May.  and  at 
Fort  Pitt  on  the  22d  of  the  same  month.  It  ap- 
pears that  no  moneys  for  purchasing  supplies  were 
furnished  at  Carlisle^  which  was  the  place  of  ren- 
dezvous for  the  enbsted  soldiery,  on  the  9th  of 
May ;  and  that  Mr.  Smith,  a^ent  for  the  contract- 
or, was  actively  engaged  in  furnishing  supplies  for 
tibie  troops,  on  credit 

It  appears,  by  letters  from  John  Kean,  another 
of  the  contractor's  agents,  that  no  motleys  had 
been  received  by  him  on  the  8th  of  May ;  and  it 
appears  that  on  the  23d  of  March,  there  was  ad- 
vanced to  William  Duer,  upon  the  last-mentioned 
contract,  from  the  Treasury,  the  sum  of  fifteen 
^ousana  dollars ;  that  there  was  advanced  upon 
the  first-mentioned  contract,  the  sum  of  seventy 
thousand  dollars,  in  the  following  sums,  and  at  the 
following  dates,  to  wit :  March  22,  ten  thousand 
dollars ;  April  7,  fifteen  thousand  dollars ;  April 
25,  fifteen  mousand  dollars ;  May  7,  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars  \  July  20,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

It  appears  from  the  correspondence  of  General 
Butler  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  from  the  9th  of 
May  to  the  9th  of  June,  repeated  complaints  were 
maae  of  fatal  mismanagements  and  neglects  in  thfe 
Quartermaster's  and  Military  Stores  Department, 
particularly  as  to  tents,  knapsacks,  camp-kettles, 
CjBtrtridge  boxes,  pack-saddles,  dtc.,  all  of  which  ar- 
ticles were  deficient  in  quantity,  and  bad  in  quali- 
tv ;  the  pack-saddles,  particularly,  were  made  in 
Philadelphia,  whicn,  with  the  transportation, 
amounted  to  more  than  double  the  price  at  which 
they  might  have  been  procured  at  Fort  Pitt,  and 
were  found,  upon  examination,  to  be  unfit  for  use  5 
the  arms  sent  forward  appear  not  to  have  been 
duly  examined,  and  arrived  at  Fort  Pitt  extremely 
out  of  order,  and  many  totally  unfit  for  use :  whicn 
circumstances  rendered  repairs  absolutely  neces- 
sary, and  added  to  the  delay  of  the  troops  at  Fort 
Pitt. 

It  appears  that  a  great  proportion  of  the  powder 
supplied  for  the  use  of  the  Army,  was  not  of  good 
quality,  though  an  experiment  was  made  by  Ma- 
jor Ferguson,  at  Fort  Pitt,  with  a  howitz,  who 
reported  in  favor  of  the  quality  of  the  powder. 
On  the  9th  of  June,  General  Neville,  another  of 
the  contractor's  agents,  informed  General  Butler 
that  he  had  not  at  that  time  received  any  moneys 
from  the  contractors  for  the  purchase  of  provi- 
sions. &c,  for  the  troops,  and  was  obliged  to  sup- 
ply tnem  on  credit ;  tnat  the  country  furnished 
provisions  in  abundance  at  a  cheap  rate  when 
money  was  had  for  the  purchase ;  that  shortly  af- 
ter this  information  was  communicated  to  General 
Butler,  at  his  request  four  hundred  dollars  were 
advanced  to  General  Neville  by  the  Ctuartermas- 
ter,  for  the  purchase  of  provisions  for  the  troops. 

The  troops  arrived  at  Fort  Pitt  in  the  following 
order,  to  wit :  May  16,  Captain  Slouch,  69  men ; 
May  18,  Captain  Powers,  78  men ;  May  19.  Cap- 
tain Cribbs,  40  men ;  same  day.  Captain  Guth- 


rie, 23  men ;  May  25,  Captain  Armstrong,  76  men  ; 
same  day.  Captain  Kirkwood,  67  men ;  May  28, 
Captain  Snowden,  101  men;  June  2,  Captain 
Sparks.  83  men ;  June  3,  Captain  Butler,  61  men;^ 
same  day.  Captain  Brock,  82  men;  same  day. 
Captain  Van  Swearingen,  88  men ;  June  5,  Cap- 
tain Pike,  73  men ;  total,  indudinfi^  officers  and 
{privates,  842  men :  and  left  that  place  in  the  fol- 
owing  order:  Major  Ferguson,  with  Cap^un 
Armstrong's  company,  about  the  1st  of  June; 
Captain  Snowden,  with  the  troops  under  his  com* 

mand,  on  the  —  day  of ;  Major  Gaither^with 

about  500  men,  12th  of  July ;  and  on  the  22d  oi 
August,  the  last  of  the  troops,  under  the  command 
of  Captain  Phelon,  and  Greneral  Butler,  with  the 
Quartermaster  General,  on  the  26th  of  August. 

It  appears  that  Gteneial  Butler  had  orders  from 
the  Department  of  War  to  protect  the  frontiers 
with  the  troops  under  his  command ;  and  that  the 
delays  in  sending  forward  the  troops  from  Fort 
Pitt,  arose  partly  from  that  circumstance^  and 
partly  from  the  temporary  want  of  supplies  of 
provisions  and  other  necessaries,  and  trom  the 
want  of  the  necessary  boats  for  their  transporta- 
tion, which  were  not  in  readiness  as  soon  as  the 
troops  were.  It  appears  that  General  Butler  acted 
with  ability,  activity,  and  zeal,  in  his  command  at 
Fort  Pitt,  and  that  the  delays  of  the  troops  there 
cannot  be  imputed  to  his  want  of  jud^ent  or  his 
want  of  exertion.  The  troops  met  with  consider- 
able difficulties  and  delays  in  going  down  the 
river,  from  the  low  state  of  the  water,  and  arrived 
at  Fort  Washington  in  the  following  order :  Cap- 
tain Munford,  from  North  Carolina,  with  about  oO 

men,  on  the  —  day  of ;  Major  Ferguson, 

with  Captain  Armstrong's  company,  on  the  —  daj 

of ;  Major  Gaither,  with  the  troops  under  his 

command,  on  the  —  day  of ;  Colonel  Darke, 

with  the  troops  under  his  command,  on  the  —  day 

of ;  and  the  Kentucky  militia,  on  the  — day 

of . 

The  Army,  consisting  of  about  2,000  non-com- 
missioned omcers  and  privates  moved  from  Fort 
Washington,  by  orders  from  the  Commander-in- 
Chief,  to  a  place  about  five  or  six  miles  from 
thence,  callea  Ludlow's  Station,  where  they  con- 
tinued till  the  17th  day  of  September ;  at  which 
time,  the  whole  Army  amounted  to  about  2,300 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  fit  for  duty; 
that  the  price  of  rations  at  Fort  Wa^ington, 
agreeftbly.  to  contract,  was  6|-90ths  of  a  dollar  per 
ration ;  the  price  of  rations  at  Ludlow's  Statioor 
was  15i-90ths  of  a  dollar  per  ration ;  that  the  in- 
ducements of  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  this^ 
movement  appear  to  have  been,  to  furnish  green 
forage  for  the  horses  and  beef  cattle  for  the  Army, 
to  instruct  the  soldiery  in  field  exercise  and  other 
necessary  discipline,  and  to  deprive  them  of  the 
means  or  intoxication,  which  were  very  plentiliilly 
supplied  at  Fort  Washington^  and  used  to  an  ex- 
cessive degree  by  the  soldiery,  to  correct  the 
excessive  use  of  which  the  most  rigid  attention  to 
discipline  was  found  incompetent. 

Mr.  Hodffdon  was  appointed  Quartermaster 
General  in  the  month  of  March,  and  continued  at 
Philadelphia  imtil  the  4th  of  June ;  he  then  pro- 
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ceeded  to  Fort  Pitt,  where  he  Arrived  the  10th  of 
the  same  month.  No  sufficient  causes  have  ap- 
peared to  the  committee  to  justify^  this  delay,  and 
his  presence  with  the  Army  appears  to  have  been 
essentially  necessary  previously  to  that  time ;  the 
duties  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  were  much  in- 
creased in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  the  Quar- 
termaster General,  and  after  a  continued  expectation 
of  his  arrival  at  Fort  Washington,  for  more  than 
six  weeks,  the  Commander-in-Chief  gave  him  ex- 
press orders,  by  letter,  to  repair  to  camp  without 
delay.  The  receipt  of  the  letter  is  acknowledged, 
but  the  orders  contained  therein  were  neither  an- 
swered nor  obeyed,  and  his  arrival  at  camp  was 
not  until  the  tenth  of  September.  The  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, until  that  time,  in  addition  to 
the  duties  of  his  office,  discharged  those  of  the 
Quartermaster  General :  and  the  military  stores 
furnished  by  that  Department  were  so  deficient, 
from  mismanagement  and  neglect,  that  many 
tlungs  essential  to  the  movements  of  the  Army, 
were  either  wholly  made  or  repaired  at  Fort  Wash- 
in^on,  and  even  the  tools  for  the  artificers  to  work 
with,  the  duartermaster  particularly  informed  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  that  two  complete  traveling 
forees  were  sent  forward,  and  upcm  examination, 
both  of  them  were  found  to  be  without  an  anvil. 
Many  other  things,  equally  neces^ury,  were  either 
whoUy  omitted,  or  tumt  for  their  intended  use. 

There  were  six  hundred  and  seventy-five  stand 
of  arms  at  Fort  Washington,  the  first  of  June,  and 
most  of  them  totally  out  of  repair.  The  Com- 
mander-in-Chief appears  to  have  been  correct  and 
attentive  in  all  his  communications  with  the  Se- 
cretary of  War,  and  to  have  discharged  the  vari- 
ous duties  which  devolved  upon  him  with  ability, 
activity,  and  zeal. 

The  Army  moved  from  Ludlow's  Station,  on 
the  seventeenth  day  of  September,  and  arrived  at 
the  place  where  Fort  Hamilton  is  now  erected  on 

the  —  day  of ;  they  employed  about  fifteen 

days  building  that  fort,  and  then  proceeded  on  their 
march  to  the  place  where  Fort  Jefferson  is  now 
erected,  forty-four  miles  distant  from  Fort  Hamil- 
ton, where  tWy  arrived  on  the day  of  Octo- 
ber, and  commenced  their  march  from  that  place 
on  the  twenty-fourth  of  the  same  month ;  that  the 
Army  at  this  time  consisted  of  ■■  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  privates  fit  for  duty.  At  this 
time  the  Army  had  not  more  than  three  days  sup- 
ply of  fiour,  and  were  sometimes  at  one^burth,  and 
sometimes  at  one-half  allowance  of  that  article,^ 
the  deficiencies  of  which  allov^ance  were  made  up 
by  increasing  the  quantity  of  beef,  with  which  they 
were  plentifully  supplied.  The  Army  was  de- 
layed five  or  six  days  on  the  march  from  Fort 
Jefierson  for  the  want  of  A)visionsj  and  the  sea- 
son was  so  far  advanced  that  sufficient  green  fo- 
rage for  the  horses,  could  not  be  procured,  from 
which  circumstance  many  of  the  horses  were  to- 
tally lost,  and  others  rendered  unfit'for  service. 

The  orders  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  expedition,  were  express  and  une- 
quivocal, so  much  so.  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  Com- 
mittee, to  preclude  tne  Commander-in-Chief  from 
exercising  any  discretion  relatively  to  that  object 


On  the  31st  of  October,  about  sixty  of  the  Ken- 
tucky militia  deserted  in  a  body,  the  first  regiment 
consisting  of  about  three  hundred  effective  men 
was  detached  with  a  view  to  cover  a  convoy  of 
provisions  which  was  expected,  and  which  it  was 
supposed  was  in  danger  from  tne  deserted  militia 
and  to  prevent  further  desertions.  On  the  3d  of 
November,  after  detaching  the  first  regiment,  the* 
Army  consisted  of  about  fourteen  hundred  enect-^ 
ive  men,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  4th,  about  half 
an  hour  after  sunrise,  a  general  attack  was  com- 
menced and  in  a  few  minutes  thereafter  nearly  the 
whole  Army  was  surrounded  by  the  enemy ;  the  ac- 
tion continued  about  four  hours  during  which  seve- 
ral charges  were  made  by  part  of  the  Army,  which 
caused  ue  enemy  to  give  way,  but  produced  no 
good  effect ;  the  attack  was  unexpected,  the  troops 
having  been  just  dismissed  from  the  morning  pa- 
rade ;  it  commenced  upon  the  militia  who  were 
in  advance  of  the  main  Army,  and  who  fled  throuj^ 
the  main  Army,  without  nring  a  gun :  this  cir- 
cumstance threw  the  troops  into  some  disorder, 
which,  it  appears,  they  never  completely  recovered 
during  the  action :  the  fire  of  the  Army  was  con- 
stant, but  not  well  directed;  and  it  appears  that  a 
part  of  the  troops  behaved  a^  well  as  could  be  ex- 
pected from  their  state  of  discipline,  and  the  man- 
ner and  suddenness  of  the  attack.  The  Com- 
mander-in-Chief appears  to  have  been  cool  and 
deli^rate  in  the  whole  of  the  action,  and  the  offi- 
cers in  general  active  and  intrepid.  The  whole 
order  oi  march,  as  far  as  the  Committee  are  capa- 
ble of  expressing  an  opinion,  appears  to  have  been 
judicious,  and  the  ground  for  action  well  chosen. 
The  retreat  was  disorderly  in  the  extreme ;  after 
it  commenced,  no  orders  were  obeyed,  if  any  were 
given,  the  men  having  lost  all  regard  to  discij^ine, 
or  control  -,  all  the  precaution  appears  to  have  been 
taken  ibr  the  safety  and  comfort  of  the  wounded, 
which  the  circumstances  of  the  case  would  admit 
of. 

The  Committee  have  had  no  competent  evi- 
dence before  them  to  ascertain  the  number  of  the 
enemy  in  action ;  there  were  various  conjectures 
as  to  the  number,  from  different  persons,  from  five 
hundred  the  lowest  to  one  thousand  or  twelve 
hundred  the  highest. 

Mr.  Barton,  a  witness  examined  by  the  Com- 
mittee, conversed  with  a  chief  at  Niagara  who 
was  in  the  action,  anc^was  by  him  informed  that 
the  number  of  the  enemy  in  action  was*  one  thou- 
sand and  forty,  and  that  six  hundred  more  had 
'convened,  but  were  engaged  in  hunting,  at  the 
time  of  the  action.  He  was  also  infdrmed  that  the 
enemy  had  not  collected  in  any  oonsiderable  num- 
bers until  a  few  days  before  the  action ;  this  in- 
formation appears  to  be  corroborated  by  some  other 
circumstances  sufficient  to  induce  a  belief  of  the 
fact  in  the  Committee. 

The  contractor  for  supplies,  agreeably  to  the 
terms  of  contract,  was  to  furnish  horses,  &c.,  for 
the  transportation  of  the  supplies ;  in  this  condi- 
tion of  the  contract  there  was  a  total  failure,  which 
compelled  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  direct  be- 
tween six  and  seven  hundred  horses  to  be  pur- 
chased by  Israel  Ludlow,  one  of  the  contractors 
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agents;  to  draw  bills  oa  Mr,  Duer.  the  aotiiig 
CQBtractor,  for  pay  meat,  which  bills  endorsed 
by  the  Cononanderf-in-Ghief.  to  the  amount  of 
W)ut  seventeen  thousand  dollars,  were  protested 
by  the  contractor  and  paid  at  the  Treasury.  The 
persons  employed  by  the  agents  of  the  contractor 
to  drire  the  horses,  appear  to  have  been  totally 
unacquainted  with  that  business,  and  from  tha 
want  of  bells,  hopples,  and  other  necessaries  of  that 
kind,  as  well  as  firom  other  gross  mismanagemenL 
many  of  the  horses  were  lost,  and  others  rendered 
unfit  for  service ;  from  whicn  causes  there  were 
not  pack-horses  sufficient  to  transport  the  necessary 
quantity  of  flour  Crom  Fort  Washington,  for  the 
use  of  the  Army  on  their  march ;  this  circum- 
stance retarded  the  execution  of  the  expedition. 

The  officers,  aereeably  to  the  terms  of  contract, 
had  an  election  of  drawinff  the  whole  of  the  rations 
tu  which  their  rank  entitled  them,  or  of  receiving 
the  contiaot  price  of  them  in  casn ;  the  contract- 
or's agents  not  being  furnished  with  money  for 
this  purpose,  gave  rise  to  a  general  order  by  which 
the  officers  were  directed  to  receive  a  certificate 
from  the  contractor's  affont,  called  a  due  biU,  of 
one  of  which  bills  the  fiSlowing  is  a  copy : 

**  Due  Major  H.  Oaidier  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
lluee  ooB^>Me  rstions,  on  the  route  to  Miami  village,  aa 
apaears  iwin  Mr.  Wilson's  certificate. 

MATT.  EARNEST, 
for  WIL.  DUER.  ' 
"  FoBT  Washiicqtox,  November  «7, 1790." 

This  due  bill  issued  upon  the  officer^s  signing 
some  acknowledgment  oTsatisfkction  for  his  whole 
retained  rations,  which  acknowlegment  of  satis- 
faction forms  a  voucher  for  settlement  to  the  con- 
tractor, with  the  Treasury  Department ;  and  the 
officer  is  refused  payment  for  tuese  due-bills  at  the 
Pay  Office.  All  casualties,  by  which  these  evi- 
dences of  debt  become  lost  or  destroyed,  are  the  gain 
of  the  contractor  and  the  loss  of  Xm  officer. 

It  is  suggested  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
though  not  with  positive  certainty  that  a  sufficient 
sum  will  be  found  due  from  the  Treasury  to  the 
contractors  upon  a  final  settlement,  to  cover  all 
diese  debts  to  the  officers ;  the  cenerai  order^  which 
had  the  operation  before  stated,  continued  m  force 
about  five  or  six  weeks,  and  was  abolished  about 
the  19th  of  October.  The  privates  of  the  levies 
received  but  three  dollars  pay  each,  from  the  time 
of  their  respective  enlistments  to  tne  time  of  their 
respective 'discharges,  and  were  actually  discharged 


titled  to  their  discharges ;  two  reasons  were  as- 
signed by  the  Secretary  of  War  for  this  delay  of 
payment,  the  one  because  there  was  no  regulac 
Paymaster  in  the  Army,  and  the  diffiulties  of  trans- 
mitting moneys  to  the  Army  at  so  great  a  distuice, 
in  consequence  of  the  want  of  such  an  officer;  the 
other  because  it  was  supposed  the  Army  would  be 
at  that  time  at  the  Miami  village,  so  far  advanced' 
in  the  wilderness  as  not  to  admit  of  the  practica- 
bility of  discharging  the  levies,  the  total  defeat  of 
the  Army  not  having  been  previoudy  counted 
upon. 

The  clothing  for  the  levies  appears  to  have  been 
of  a  very  inferior  quality,  particularly  coats,  hats, 
and  shoes,  the  last  of  whicn,  in  many  cases,  lasted 
not  more  than  four  days^  and  better  clothing  waa 
furnished  upon  their  enlisting  into  the  regular  ser- 
vice, which- was  for  a  time  countenanced  by  the 
Commander-in-Chief. 

Various  modes  ap^>ear  to  have  been  pursved  by 
the  cheers  in  enlisting  the  levies  which  occasion 
great  uneasiness  and  some  confusion ;  a  consider- 
able part  of  the  Virginia  battali<m  was  so  enlisted 
that  the  terms  of  their  enlistments  appear  to  have 
expired  the  first  oi  November ;  the  orders  to  the 
recruiting  officers  appear  not  to  have  been  suffi- 
ciently expkoit  upon  this  point,  whether  the  terms 
of  enlistment  were  to  commence  at  the  time  of 
enli^ment,  or  at  the  arrival  at  a  place  of  rendesF- 
vous.  The  militia  were  principally  substitute 
and  totally  ungovernable,  and  regardless  of  mili- 
tary duty  or  subordination.  It  appears  that  the 
Commander-in-Chief  had  it  in  contemplation  to 
commence  the  expedition  at  least  one  month  ear-^ 
lier  than  it  was  commenced,  with  the  few  he  then 
had,  which  was  not  very  diiSerent  from  the  real- 
force  in  action ;  but  was  prevented  for  the  want 
of  the  Quartermaster  and  contractor,  and  in  con- 
sequence of  the  extreme  deficiencies  and  derange- 
ment €i  ihR  business  of  their  Departments,  the  pei^ 
son  sent  forward  by  the  C^uartermaster  being  totelly 
incompetent  to  the  business;  and 4he  contractor^ 
agents  not  being  sufficiently  supplied  with  money 
to  enable  them  to  execute  their  duties. 

It  appears  to  the  Committee  that*in  die  wilder- 
ness where  vegetables  are  not  to  be  had.  and  the 
duties  of  the  soldier  uncommonly  hard,  tne  rations 
allowed  by  law^  if  completely  supplied,  are  insu^ 
ficient.  This  circumstance,  widi  others,  produced 
discontent  and  desertion  among  the  soldiers. 

It  appears  to  the  Committee  that  there  wepa 


without  ftirther  ]^y  or  settlement ;  notes  of  dis-  ^appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  War  Department, 


charge  were  given  them,  specifying  the  time  of 
their  service  and  bearing  endorsations  that  some 
advancements  had  been  made  to  them  in  account, 
without  stating  the  amount,  the  object  of  which 
is  suggested  to  have  been  to  prevent  transfers;  the 
inten&d  efiect  was  not  produced  by  the  measure ; 
the  notes  were  sold  for  trifling  considerations;  the 
real  sums  due  on  the  notes  were  various,  from  ten 
to  twentv-five  dollars,  and  they  were  frequently 
sold  for  nve  dollars,  or  one  gallon  c^  whiskey ;  the 
■koneys  for  the  pay  of  the  levies,  did  not  leave 
Philadeli^ia  till  4tn  December,  nor  arrive  at  Fort 
Washington  till  3d  of  January,  1792.  Some  time 
aflter  the  last  enlisted  levies  were  known  to  be  en- 


fbr  the  year  1791,  the  sum  of  $652,761  61,  and  that 
there  have  been  advanced  by  the  Treasury  lo 
the  War  Department,  upon  that  i^qpropriation, 
$575,906  57,  to  wit : 
February,  1791,  advaAed  -        -       -  $15,000  Oa 

-  46,0(»  20 

- 100,106  aa 

-  80,100  80 
. .  55,387  44 

-  14,105  39 

-  R554  50 

-  14,796  » 
184  81 
107  28 


March,        do 

do 

April,         do 
ftwiy,          do. 

do 
do 

June,           do 

do 

July,           do 

do 

August,       do 

do 

September,  do 

do 

October,      (k» 

do 

Nov^nbar,  do 

do 
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January,  17d2,  do 
February,  do  do 
Mar^jh,        do         do 


-  33,753  00 

-  43,562  61 

-  1,741  16 


Amounting  to        -       -       -       -419,311  10 
To  which  add  moneys  borrowed 
from  the  Bank  of  North  America,  on 
loan,  without  interest,        -       -       - 156,595  56 

575,906  57 


And  that  the  Treasury^  has  always  been  in  readi- 
ness to  make  the  requisite  advances,  upon  the  re- 
quest of  the  Secretary  of  War.  It  does  not  appear 
to  the  Committee  in  ]^hat  manner  and  to  what 
amount  these  ^vancements  have  been  disbursed, 
the  accounts  not  having  been  yet  settled,  at  the 
Treasury;  nor  was  it  possible,  from  the  nature  of 
the  case,  that  they  could  at  this  time  have  received 
any  conclusive  or  satisfactory  information  on  that 
pomt. 

From  the  foreg^ng  state  of  facts,  the  Commit- 
tee suggest  the  following  as  the  prmcipal  causes, 
in  theu  opinion,  of  the  failure  of  the  late  expedir 
tion  under  Major  General  St.  Clair« 

The  delav  in  fumijshing  the  materials  for,  and 
in  passing  tne  act  for  the  j^rotection  of  the  frontiers, 
the  time  after  the  passing  of  which  was  iiardly 
sufficient  to  complete  and  discipline  an  Armv  for 
such  an  expedition,  during  the  summer  montns  of 
the  same  year. 

The  delays  consequent  up<m  the  gross  and  vari- 
ous mismanagements  and  neglects  in  the  duarter- 
master's  and  Contractor's  Departments*  the  late- 
ness of  the  season  at  which  the  expeaition  was 
undertaken,  the  green  forage  having  been  pre^ 
viously  destroyed  oy  the  frost,  so  that  a  sufficiency 
of  subsistence  for  the  horses  necessary  for  the  Ar- 
my could  not  be  procured. 

The  want  of  dWipline  and  experience  in  the 
Uoops. 

Tne  Commi^ee  conceive  it  but  justice  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  to  say,  that  in  their  opinion, 
the  failure  of  the  late  expedition  can  in  no  respect 
be  imputed  to  his  conduct,  either  at  any  time  be- 
fore or  during  the  action ,  but  thai  as  hxs  conduct 
in  all  the  preparatory  arrangements,  was  marked, 
with  peculiar  ability  and  zeal,  so  his  conduct  dur- 
•ii;^  the  action  furnished  strong  testimonies  of  his 
coolness  and  intrepidity. 

The  Committee  suggest,  as  reasons  for  leaving 
the  numbers  of  the  troops  at  particular  periods, 
and  the  dates  of  some  lacts,  blank,  the  want  of 
sufficienttime  to  complete  the  Report  with  minute- 
ness, and  in  some  instances  the  want  of  the  neces- 
sary evidence. 

The  said  Report  being  read, 

Bemktd,  That  this  Houae  wiU,  early  in  IIm  next 
«an»  ]w>oeed  to  take  tliesame  inia  considwiatioii. 


COURT  OP  INQUIRY  ON  GEN.  HARM^R. 

Proceedings  of  a  Court  of  Inquiiy,  held  at  the  special 
request  qf  Bxigadier  General  Jouah  Habx^*,  to  in- 
vestigate-hkoondnotaa  CoBimanding  Officser  qf  tbe 


Expedition  against  the  Miami  Indians,  1790,  the 
9  same  having  been  tnmsmitted  by  Major  General  8t. 
CxAiE  to  the  Secretary  of  the  United  Statee  for  the 
Department  of  War* 

FoBT  Washington,  September  24, 1791. 

Sia :  I  have  the  honpr  to  en^^ose  to  your  BUcel- 
lency  the  Proceedings  of  the  Court  of  Inquiry 
which  sat,  agreeably  to  the  General  Order  of  the 
14th  instant,  "  to  inquire  into  the  personal  conduct 
of  Brigadier  General  Harmar,  Comnumding  Offi-* 
cer  on  the  late  expedition  against  the  Micuni  In> 
dians." 

The  Court  have  taken  the  utmost  pains  to  in- 
vestigate the  subjects  committed  to  them,  and  have 
expected  that  some  persons  would  have  attended  • 
from  Kentucky  on  the  occasion,  as  mentioned  in. 
your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  I5th.  Finding  no 
personal  evidence  come  forward  from  that  quar- 
ter, this  day  closed  their  proceedings,  and  present 
to  your  Excellency  their  c^nion,  as  specially  di- 
rected. 

There  are  some  depositions  handed  in,  but  as 
they  are  not  authenticated  under  the  seal  of  any 
Court  of  {Record,  or  by  the  Prothonotary  of  any 
county,  the  Court  conceive  the v  can  only  subjoin 
them  to  the  proceedings  for  information  to  your 
Excellenc  y ,  as  they  have  been  to  the  Court.  They 
are  numbered  1,  2,  3,  and  4. . 

I  have  the  honor  to/oe,  with  great  respect,  your 
Excellency's  most  obedient  servant 

RICHAM)  BUTLER; 
l^AJor  Gseneral,  President. 

Qis  Excellency  Maj.  uen*  Arthur  St.  Clair. 

Proceedings  of  a  Court  of  Inquiry  held  at  Fort 
Wa^fySrigion.  September  15,  1791,  a^eeably  to 
the  Order  of  the  14/A  instant^  of  which  the  fo^ 
lowing  18  a  oopy: 

"  A  Conrt  of  Inquiry,  of  which  Major  Qenorai 
Butler  is  appointed  rresident,  and  Lieutenant 
Colonels  Gibson  and  Darke  members,  will  sit 
to-morrow  at  12  o'clock,  at  the  southeast  blpck- 
housCj  Fort  Washington." 

Major  Greneral  Ricitard  Butler,  President. 

Lieutenant  Colonels  Georqe  Gibson,  and  Wil- 
liam Darkb,  Members. 

After  Orders, 

HfiAO^UARTERs,  S^f^eiaber  14^ 

Lieutenant  Warren,  of  the  Second  United 
States  Regiment,  is  appointed  to  record  the  j^o* 
ceedin£«  of  the  Court  of  Inquiry  directed  to  stt  at 
Fort  Washington  by  the  orders  of  this  day. 

W.  SARGENT,  AdjiuUmt  General 

The  €[ourt  met,  agreeably  to  the  above  order, 
and  were  duly  sworn  aecoraing  to  law. 

The  followiag  Letter  was  read  from  his  Excel- 
lency Major  G^ieral  St  Clair,  directed  to  Major 
General  Butkr,  President  of  the  Court  of  In- 
quiry: 

Fort  Washington,  September  16, 1791. 
\    Sia:  Thu  Court  of  which  you  are  appointed; 
President  is  ordered  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring 
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into  the  conduct  of  Brigadier  General  Harmar, 
the  Commanding'Officer  npon  the  late  expedition 
against  the  Miami  Indians. 

In  the  course  of  your  investi^tions.  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  campaign  Irom  tne  time  the 
Army  departed  until  it  returned  to  Fort  Washing- 
ton are  to  be  taken  into  consideration.  These 
wiU  embrace  the  personal  conduct  of  the  General ; 
the  organization  of  the  Army ;  the  orders  of  march, 
encampment,  and  battle ;  the  motives  which  in- 
fluenced the  detachments  of  the  14th,  the  19th, 
and  21st  of  October ;  and  whether  the  said  detach- 
ments were  duly  supported^  and,  if  not,  the  rea- 
sons which  preyented  the  said  support.  The  Arti- 
cles of  War  specify  that  Courts  of  Inquj^  shall 
Hot  give  their  opinion  on  the  merits  of  any  case, 
excepting  they  shall  be  specially  thereto  required. 
This  seems  to  be  one  of  the  cases  in  which  an 
opinion  is  requisite ;  you  will,  therefore,  please, 
sir,  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  Court  on  all  and 
every  of  the  points  above  specified,  and  convey 
the  same  to  me  when  the  inquiry  shall  be  closed. 

Some  witnesses  have  been  expected  from  Ken- 
tucky. Whether  they  will  attend  or  not,  I  cannot 
inform  the  Court ;  but  the  principal  officers  of  the 
militia  wbo  served  in  the  Army  of  General  Har- 
mar  have  had  notice  that  the  Court  would  meet 
this  day.  I  have  heard  from  none  of  them,  ex- 
cepting Lieutenant  Colonel  Trotter,  who  writes 
to  me  that  his  attendance  is  doubtful ;  that  Colonel 
Hall  is  ffone  to  the  Atlantic  States,  and  he  be- 
lieves Colonel  McMullen  likewise. 

Brigadier  General  Harmar  being  called  upon 
for  his  evidences,  furnished  the  Court  with  a  list 
of  persons ;  whereupon,  the  Court  ordered  them 
to  DC  summoned  to  attend. 

The  Court  then  adjourned  to  meet  at  3  9'clock 
P.M. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Court  met  agreeably  to  adjournment. 

The  gentlemen  wno  were  summoned  not  being 
ready  to  give  in  their  evidences,  the  Court  ad- 
journed to  meet  at  9  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Seftbmber  16. 

The  Court  met  a^eeablv  to  adjournment,  and 
Major  Ferfifuson  bemg  called  in  and  sworn,  de- 
posed as  follows :  That,  sometime  about  the  15th 
July,  it  was  determined  to  carry  on  an  expedition 
agamst  the  Miami  villages.  One  thousftna  militia 
nom  Kentucky,  and  five  hundred  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, with  what  could  be  collected  of  the  1st 
United  States  regiment,  and  one  companyr  of  ar- 
tillery, was  to  form  the  Army.  The  militia  from 
Kentucky  henn  to  assemble  at  Fort  Washington 
about  the  middle  of  September.  Those  were  very 
ill  equipped,  being  ahnost  destitute  of  camp  ket- 
tles and  axes ;  nor  could  a  supply  of  these  essen- 
tial articles  be  procured.  Their  arms  were  gene- 
rally very  bad,  and  unfit  for  service.  That,  as  he 
was  the  Commanding  OflScer  of  Artillery,  they 
came  under  his  inspection,  in  making  what  refjairs 
the  time  would  permit ;  and,  as  a  specimen  of  their 
badness,  he  informed  the  Court  that  a  rifle  was 
brought  to  be  repaired  without  a  lock,  and  another 
without  a  stock.    That  he  asked  the  owners  what 


induced  them  to  think  that  those  guns  cduld 
be  repaired  at  that  time,  and  they  gave  him  for 
answer  that  they  were  told  in  Kentucky  that  all 
repairs  would  be  made  at  Fort  Washington.  Ma- 
ny of  the  officers  told  him  that  they  had  no  idea 
or  their  being  half  the  number  of  bad  arms  in  the 
whole  District*  of  Kentucky  as  were  then  in  the 
hands  of  their  men.  As  soon  as  the  principal  part 
of  the  Kentucky  militia  arrived,  the  General  be- 
gan to  organize  them.  In  this,  he  had  many  diffi- 
culties to  encounter. 

Colonel  Trotter  aspired  to  the  command,  (al- 
th9U^h  Colonel  Hardin  was  the  eldest  officer^  and 
in  this  he  was  encouraged  both  by  men  and  offi- 
cers, who  openly  declared  unless  Colonel  Trotter 
commanded  them,  they  would  return  home.    Af- 
ter two  or  three  days,  the  business  was  settled, 
and  they  were  formed  into  three  battalions,  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Trotterjand  6olonel 
Hardin  had  the  command  of  all  the  militia.    As 
sson  as  they  were  arranged,  they  were  mustered, 
crossed  the  Ohio,  and  on  the  2oth  marched  ana 
encamped  about  ten  miles  from  Fort  Washington. 
The  last  of  the  Pennsylvania  militia  arrived  on 
the  25th  of  September.    These  were  equipped 
nearly  as  the  Kentuckians,  but  were  worse  armed, 
several  were  without  any.    The  General  orderea 
all  the  arms  in  store  to  lie  delivered  to  those  who 
had  none,  and  those  whose  jguns  could  not  be  re- 
paired.   Amongst  the  militia  were  a  ^eat  many 
hardly  able  to  bear  arms,  such  as  old  infirm  men 
and  young  boys.    They  were  not  such  as  might 
be  expected  from  a  frontier  country,  viz :  the  smart 
active  woodsmen,  well  accustomed  to  arms,  eager 
and  alert  to  revenge  the  injuries  done  them  and 
their  connexions.    No  5  there  were  a  great  num- 
ber of  them  substitutes,  who  probaUy  had  never 
fired  a  ffun.    Major  Paul,  of  Pennsylvania,  told 
him  (Major  Ferguson)  that  many  of  his  men  were 
so  awkward  that  they  could  not  take  their  gun- 
locks  off  to  oil  them  and  put  them  on  again,  nor 
could  they  put  their  flints  so  as  to  be  useful ;  and 
even  of  such  materials  the  numbers  came  far 
short  of  what  was  ordered,  as  may  be  seen  by  the 
returns. 

That,  on  the  31st  September,  the  General  with 
the  Continental  troops,  marched  from  Fort  Wash- 
ington to  join  Colonel  Hardin,  who  had  advanced 
into  the  country  for  the  sake  of  food  for  the  cattle 
and  to  open  the  road  for  the  artillery.  On  the  3d 
October  the  whole  Army  joined,  and  were  arranged 
in  order  of  march,  encampment,  and  battle.  These 
would  appear  by  the  Orderly-Book,  with  this  difier- 
ence  in  the  encampment,  the  space  they  were  to 
occupy  when  in  order  or  battle,  which  was  to  be 
open,  was  always  to  be  filled  up  with  their  fires, 
nor  were  any  intervals  to  be  leh  between  battal- 
ions. This  was  done  to  prevent  in  some  measure 
the  cattle  and  horses  from  getting  out  of  camp ; 
and  the  sentinels  round  camp  had  orders  not  to 
let  the  cattle  or  horses  pass  out  after  dark,  just  be- 
fore wbich  time  they  were  brought  withm  their 
fires.  Those  precautions,  aided  by  the  care  and 
industry  of  JAr,  Wells  ana  his  assistants,  succeed- 
ed well  in  preventinff  loss  of  cattle.  He  (depo- 
nent) was  informed  there  were  only  two  oxen  lost 
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from  the  time  the  whole  Army  took  up  the  line  of 
march  until  it  returned  to  Fort  Washington ;  hut 
he  was  sorry  to  say,  it  was  not  the  case  with  the 
pack-horses,  the  generality  of  the  people  employed 
m  that  department  were  ignorant  of  their  duty, 
indolent,  and  inactive ;  nor  was  it  in  the  power  of 
the  General  to  remedy  these  defects.  The^hort- 
ness  of  the  time  for  assembling  and  orffanizmg  the 
Army  nut  it  out  of  his  power  to  look  about  and 
select  fit  characters ;  he  was  of  course  obliged  to 
take  those  that  offered.  After  he  was  in  the  woods, 
it  was  out  of  his  power  to  exchange  them  for  bet- 
ter, and  punishments  for  neglect  of  duty  were  out 
of  the  question.  The  principles  upon  which  the 
horses  were  employed  induced  the  drivers  who 
were  chieflv  parties  in  the  business  to  lose  and 
otherwise  destroy  them,  rather  than  return  them 
to  their  owners.-  By  this  means,  the  proprietors 
had  a  high  appraisement  paid  them  for  their  horses 
and  daily  pay  for  services  until  they  were  lost. 
By  adding  to  the  above  the  negligence  of  senti- 
nels, he  accounted  for  the  num&r  of  horses  lost, 
which,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  out  of  General  Mar- 
mar's  power  to  prevent. 

After  the  Army  was  arranged,  they  continued 
their  march,  without  any  material  occurrence, 
until  the  13th,  ^en  the  horse  fell  in  with  two 
Indians,  and  took  one  of  them  prisoner,  who  in- 
formed them  that  the  Indians  were  not  in  force  at 
the  Maumee  village.  This  day  they  reached  a 
place  called  the  French  8toreu  at  which  place  a 
^Frenchman,  who  was  then  witn  the  General  as  a 
guide,  had  lived.  He  informed  that  the  village 
was  about  ten  leases  distant.  From  this  place, 
on  the  morning  of  the  14th,  Colonel  Hardin  was 
detached,  with  six  hundred  men,  to  endeavor  to 
surprise  the  Miami  village.  The  Army  moved  at 
the  same  time,  and,  although  it  rained  the  whole 
day^  they  continued  their  march  with  diligence 
until  late.  The  horse  were  ordered  to  be  tied  up 
this  nu^ht,  to  enable  the  Armjr  to  move  early  the 
next  day,  which  it  did.  This  diligence  of  the 
Army  on  its  march  induced  him  to  believe  the 
General  was  endeavoring  to  guard  against  any 
disaster  that  might  happen  to  Colonel  Hardin, 
which  he  was  of  opinion  would  have  been  in  his 
power ;  for  Colonel  Hardin  had  not  gained  more 
than  four  miles  of  the  Army  on  the  first  day's 
march. 

On  the  17th,  the  armv  arrived  at  the  Miami 
village.  Here  were  eviaent  signs  of  the  enemy 
having  quitted  the  place  in  the  greatest  confusion. 
Indian  dogs  and  cows  came  into  their  camp  this 
day,  which  induced  thebelief  that  the  families  were 
not  far  off.  A  party  of  three  hundred  men,  with 
three  days'  provisions,  under  the  command  of  Co- 
lonel Trotter,  was  oraered  (as  he  understood)  to^ 
examine  the  country  around  their  camp,  but,  con-' 
trary  to  the  General's  orders,  returned  the  same 
evening.  This  conduct  of  the  Colonel's  did  not 
ineet  the  General's  approbation,  and  Colonel  Har- 
din, anxious  for  the  character  of  his  countrymen, 
wished  to  have  the  command  of  the  same  detach- 
ment for  the  remaining  two  days,  which  was 
^iven  him.  This  command  marched  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  19th,  and  was  the  same  day  shamefully 


defeated.  Colonel  Hardin  told  him /deponent) 
that  the  number  which  attacked  him  aid  not  ex« 
ceed  one  hundred  and  fifty ;  and  that,  had  his  peo- 
ple fought,  or  even  made  a  show  of  forming  to 
nght,  he  was  certain  the  Indians  would  have  run. 
But.  on  the  Indians  firing,  which  was  at  a  great 
distance,  the  militia  ran,  numbers  throwing  avray 
their  arms ;  nor  could  he  ever  rally  them.  Major 
Ray  confirmed  the  same.  He  did  not  know  what 
influenced  the  detachment  on  the  2l8t ;  but,  from 
the  enemy  being  flushed  with  success  on  the  lOth,^ 
it  became  necessary,  if  in  his  power,  to  give  them 
a  check,  to  prevent  the  Army  from  being  harassed 
on  its  return,  which  they  might  have  done,  will 
readilv  be  granted  by  every  one  who  has  the  least 
knowledjge  of  the  Indians,  and  an  Army  encum* 
bered  with  cat^e  and  pack  horses,  much  worn 
down ;  and,  although  the  detachment  was  not  so 
fortunate,  as  was  reasonably  to  have  been  expect- 
ed, yet  he  firmly  believed  it  prevented  the  savages 
from  annoyin£[  their  rear^  as  they  never  made  their 
appearance  uter.  Witn  respect  to  sum)ortinf 
that  detachment,  which  consisted  of  four  hundred 
chosen  troops,  he  always  believed  them  superior 
to  one  hundred  ^nd  fifty  Indians,  the  greatest  num- 
ber yet  discovered,  had  it  not  been  for  misconduct  • 
and  disobedience  of  orders  by  the  officers  who 
were  on  the  command.  He  understood  that  Ma- 
jor Ray's  battalion  had  been  advanced  to  cover 
them,  which  was  as  many  as  could  possibly  have 
been  spared,  taking  into  view  that  those  in  camp 
could  not  be  depended  on,  and  many  were  without 
arms,  having  thrown  them  aw|y.  To  support 
the  whole  Army  wasimpracticable,  the  pack-horses 
bein^  weak  and  greatly  reduced  in  numbers ;  the 
artillery  horses  very  much  reduced,  and  unaUe  to 
underjBTO  much  more  fatigue,  but  at  the  certain 
loss  of  the  artillery ;  as  it  was,  they  were  obliged 
to  send  to  Fort  Washington  for  horses  to  assist  in 
hauling  it  in.  The  march  of  the  Army  was  regu- 
lar and  well  conducted  as  was  possible  to  be  done 
with  militia.  With  respect  to  the  General's  con- 
duct, report  says  that  he  was  intoxicated  all  the 
campaign,  and  unable  to  execute  the  important 
duties  of  nis  station.  He  (deponent)  had  men- 
tioned his  commandiDj^  the  artillery,  which  was 
posted  at  the  head  of  the  centre  column,  and  here 
the  General  chiefly  was  durinj^  the  march.  Of 
course  he  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  and  being 
with  him  through  the  day.  In  the  morning  hi 
received  his  orders  from  him,  and,  when  they 
halted  to  encamp,  he  chiefly  pointed  out  the  ground 
where  the  artillery  shoula  be  posted.  His  duty 
called  him  often  to  his  tent  before  they  marched 
in  the  morning,  and  afVer  they  halted  in  the  even- 
ing ;  in  short,' nad  he  been  ^ven  to  drunkenness, 
he  had  as  good  an  opportumty  of  seeing  it  as  any 
other  officer  in  the  Army,  i  et  he  deckred,  that, 
frq|pi  their  leaving  Fort  Washington  until  their 
return,  he  never  saw  General  Harmar  intoxicated, 
or  so  as  to  render  him  unfit  for  the  executicm 
of  any  duties.  In  him,  and  his  abilities  as  an  c^- 
cer,  lie  placed  the  greatest  ccmfidence,  never  doubt-: 
in^  in  his  orders,  but  .obeying  with  cheerfulness, 
being  conscious  they  were  the  production  of  ex- 
perience and  sound  judgment 
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ftoeation,  first  by  the  Court.  What  were  your 
reas(MLs  for  thinking  punishment  for  neglect  of 
duty  out  of  the  question  ? 

Answer.  The  state  of  the  Army  being  such  that 
it  obliged  the  General  not  to  do  anything  that 
would  tend  to^irritate  the  militia. 

(Question  by  the  Court.  Is  it  your  opinion  that; 
the  oiganization  of  the  Army  was  a  judicious  one ; 
such,  alone,  as  was  well  calculated  for  the  secu- 
rity of  the  troops? 

Answer.  It  is  my  opinion  that  it  was  the  most 
judicious  organizatipn  that  could  be  made,  and 
calculated  for  the  interest  of  the  United  States. . 

QiUestion  by  the  Court*  Is  it  your  opinion  that 
the  order  of  encampment  was  a  judicious  one, 
and  that  the  extreme  parts  were  so  disposed  as- 
ware  caloulaled  to  give  security  to  the  Army  and 
its  appendages? 

Answer.  I  think  no  better  dispoution  could  ha^e 
been  made.  • 

dueation  by  the  Court.  Do  you  think  the  order 
of  l»ttle  calculated  so  as  to  have  been  easy  of  ex- 
ecution and  easily  formed  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  the  best  that  could  haye 
been  formed,  and  well  calculated  ^r  covering  the 
appendafres  of  the  Army  ? 

Question  by  the  Court.  Do  you  know  the  €k- 
neral's  motives  for  making  the  detachments  of  the 
14th,  19th,  and  21^  October  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  the  General's  motives 
for  making  the  detachment  <^  the  lith,  bdt  I  sup- 
pose it  was  for  the  purpose  of  surprising  the  Mau- 
m«e  village,  as  we  had  taken  an  Indian  the  day 
before,  who  gav#us  information  that  ^e  Indians 
were  in  great  confusion  there^  and  that  they  were 
not  in  force,  and  very  much  divided- in  their  coun- 
cils. We  expected  to  surprise  them  before  they 
separated. 

Question  by  the  Court  What  were  the  move- 
ments of  the  Army  after  that  detachment  was 
made? 

Answer.  We  continued  our  march  next  day 
until  an  express  arrived  to  inform  us  that  the  Lo^ 
diaos  had  evacuated  the  village,  when  we  halted. 

Qiuestion  by  the  Court.  What  was  the  distance 
between  the  main  body  and  the  detachment  ? 

Answer.  About  four  miles. 

Cluestion  by  the  Court.  Do  you  think  that  the 
Army  was  within  supporting  distance  when  the 
detacnment  was  made  ? 

Answer.  On  the  first  daywe  were. 

CtuestioA  by  the  Court.  Do  you  know  what  in- 
duced the  General  to  make  the  detachment  of 
the  19th? 

Answer,  The  cby  preceding  that  on.  which  the 
detachment  was  mad^  Indian  dogs,  and  cattle 
came  into  our  camp,  wnich  led  ua  to  believe  the 
Indians  were  near  us,  more  especially  as  diey  had 
left  their  village  in  such  haste.  I  suppose  it  ^|as 
for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  country  around 
the  can^  A  detachment  of  three  hundred  men, 
under  tM  conunand  of  Colonel  Trotter,  with  three 
days'  provision,  was  made  oa  the  1^,  vrith  orders 
toc<mtinue  out  three  days^butwhioh,  neverth^ 
leuk  returned  into  camp  the  suae  evenuig.  The 
General  appeared  dispteasad  al  their  disobedience 


of  orders.  Cobnel  Hardin,  wishmg  to  retrieve 
the  character  of  the  militia,  asked  the  Genorad's 
permission  to  take  out  the  same  detachment  on 
the  19th^  which  was  granted. 

Question  by  the  Court  What  motives  led  CoK 
onel  Hardin  at  such  a  distance  as  fifteen  oailet 
from  camp? 

Answer.  I  understood  that  he  |pt  on  the  trails 
of  the  Indians,  and  that  he  had  discovered  an  In- 
dian on  horselMLck  about  one  mile  from  where  he 
fell  in  with  ^eir  main  body. 

Qjuestion  by  the  Court  Upon  hearing  of  the 
defeat  of  that  detachment^  did  you  understond  that 
the  General  ordered  any  support  ? 

Askswet.  I  don't  know  that  he  did ;  the  first  in- 
telligence of  the  defeat  was  brought  us  by  those 
who  were  defeated,  late  in  the  evening. 

QAiestion  by  the  Court  Do  you -know  the  mo- 
tives for  the  detachment  of  the  21«t,  either  from 
the  General  himself^  or  any  of  his  confidential 
officers? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  from  the  General ;  but 
it  was  my  ojpinion,  as  well  as  that  of  other  officers, 
that  the  aefeat  of  the  19th  had  so  panic-struck  the 
Army,  that  had  the  Indians  attacked  on  the  retreat 
it  might  have  been  lost,  which  induced  the  Gen- 
eral to  send  the  detachment  in  the  rear. 

Question  by  the  Court.  Had  the  General  or- 
dered another  detachment  iqK>n  the  ground  where 
the  defeat  of  the  19th  happened,  do  you  think  the 
militia  would  have  gone,  or  would  tney  have  mur 
tinied? 

Answer.  I  am  rather  inclined  to  think  they 
would  not  have  sone. 

Question  by  the  Court  With  respect  to  the 
general  conduct  oi  General  Harmar,  in  the  course 
of  the  campaign,  is  it  yoHr  opinion  that  it  was  ju- 
dicious, and  in  every  respect  commendable? 

Answer.  I  do  think  it  was  perfectly  so ;  I  have 
the  greatest  confidence  in,  and  good  opinion  of, 
his  military  sJ>ilities. 

Captain  Strong  being  sworn,  deposed:  That  he 
knew  of  no  circumstance  during  the  whole  cam- 
paign that  could  in  his  opinion  afiect  the  military 
character  of  the  General^  that  the  organization  of 
the  Army  appeared  to  his  iudgment  extremely  ju- 
dicious, and  such  he  believed  was  tl^  genml 
opinion  of  the  officers ;  that  the  order  of  the  march 
seemed  to  him  no  less  judicious  and  military  in 
all  parts;  that  the  order  of  encampment  and  battle 
met,  if  he  mistook  not.  wi^  the  approbation  of 
every  officer  able  to  judge  of  it ;  that  the  motives 
which  influenced  the  detachments  oT  the  14th, 
19th,  and  21st  October,  appeared  to  him  to  be  a 
question  that  coijdd  only  be  answered  by  the  Qkot 
eral,  or  perhaps  l^  his  c<aifidential  officers,  or  those 
more  immediately  attached  to  his  person;  thai  he 
had  reason  to  beheve  that  those  detachments  were 
not  properly  supported^  but  it  was  his  opinion,  at 
the  same  time,  that  the  fault  lay  not  with  the 
General,  who  had  givea  orders  in  each  case  that 
were  not  oomj^ed  with,  at  least  until  it  was  too 
late. 

Question  by  the  Court  With  respect  to  support 
in  the  action  of  the  Stlst,  was  there  any  suj^HMt 
ordered  that  you  know  of? 
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Answer.  I  was  present  when  the  order  W8s 
given  to  Major  Ray  to  morve  with  his  battalion  to 
support  Major  Wyllys. 

dnestion  by  the  Ckinrt.  Do  yon  know  what 
distance  they  marched  for  that  purpose,  or  how 
Ions  they  were  gone  from  the  Army  1 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  perfectly  how  long, 
bat  I  think  it  was  not  long. 

duestion  by  Qeneral  l£irmar.  Is  it  your  o^nion 
that  the  making  the  detachment  under  Major 
Wyllys  was  attended  with  good  consequences  to 
the  Army,  or  not? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  attended  with  useful 
consequences  to  the  Army. 

The  Court  then  adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M." 
The  Court  met  as^eeably  to  adjournment. 
Lieutenant  Hartsmom  was  sworn,  and  deposed: 
That  he  knew  of  no  circumstance  during  the 
whole  campaign  that  could,  in  his  opinion,  affect 
the  military  conduct  of  the  Greneral :  that  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Army  appeared  to  his  judgment 
extremely  judicious,  and  such,  he  believed,  was  the 
general  opinion  of  the  officers ;  that  the  order  of 
march  seemed  to  him  no  less  judicious  and  mili- 
tary in  all  its  parts ;  that  the  order  of  encampment 
and  battle  met,  if  he  mistook  not,  with  the  appro- 
bation of  every  <^cer  able  to  judge  of  it ;  that  the 
motives  which  influenced  the  detachments  of  the 
14th,  19th,  and  21st  of  October'  appeared  to  him 
to  be  a  question  that  could  only  be  answered  by 
the  General,  and  perhaps  by  his  confidential  om- 
cers,  or  those  more  immediately  attached  to  his 
person  5  that^  as  to  the  question  of  support,  he  had 
reason  to  believe  the  detachment  was  not  properly 
supporteid,  but  it  was  his  opinion,  at  the  same  time, 
that  the  fault  lay  not  With  the  General,  who  had 
given  orders  in  each  case  that  was  no(  complied 
with,  at  least  until  it  was  too  late. 

duestion  bv  the  Court  Do  you  know,  sir,  in 
the  course  of'^  the  camj]iaign,  from  the  time  the 
Army  left  Fort  Washington  until  its  return  to  that 
place,  any  circumstance  that  could  militate  against 
the  military  character  of  the  General  ? 

Answer.  I  know  of  none. 

duestion  by  the  Court  Do  you  know  of  any 
unnecessary  delays? 

Answer.  None  at  all;  fkr  from  it;  every  thing 
was  done  to  get  forward  the  Army. 

duestio^  by  the  Court.  Does  any  instance  of 
inebriety  m  the  General  come  within  your  know- 
ledge, durinff  the  course  of  the  campaign? 

Answer.  J  know  of  none. 

Cluestion  by  the  Court.  8*0  fir  as  you  are  a 
judge  of  the  organization  of  the  Army,  do  you 
think  it  was  proper  and  judicious  ? 

Answer.  So  far  as  I  could  judge,  I  think  it  was 
extremely  judicious. 

Cluestion  by  the  Court.  Haid  you  any  conversa- 
tion with  the  officers  of  the  Army  on  the  subject 
of  the  organization  of  the  Army  1 

Answer.  I  had ;  and  with  those  who  I  think 
were  judges,  wiio  thought  it  to  be  very  good. 

Cluestion  by  the  Court.  Did  the  arrangement 
of  march  appear  to  be  so  connected  as  to  be  able 
to  support  each  other  in  case  of  attack  ? 


Aiiswer.  I  think  it  did.  and  seemed  no  less  ju- 
dicious- and  military  in  all  its  parts. 

Cluestion  by  the  Court.  Did  the  extreme  parts 
of  the  encampment  appear  to  be  so  formed  as  to 
be  competent  to  cover  tne  main  body  of  the  Army 
in  case  of  attack  by  the  enemy? 
Answer.  Perfectly  so. 
Cluestion  by  the  Court.  Was  you  in  the  first  en- 
gagement of  the  Army? 

Answer.   I  was  in  the  action  of  the  19tb  of 
October. 

Cluestion  by  the  Court  Was  you  in  the  detach- 
ment of  the  14th? 
Answer.  I  was  not. 

Cluestion  by  the  Court.  Did  the  order  of  battle, 
on  the  19th,  appear  to  you  to  be  a  jjudicious  one  ? 
Answer.  I  tlunk  it  was  not  a  judicious  one. 
Cluestion  by  the  Court   Who  was  the  officer 
w4to  cotnmanded  the  troops  in  that  action? 
Answer.  Colonel  Hardin. 
Cluestion  by  the  Court.  In  what  manner  did 
you  attack  the  enemy ;  wa;8  it  in  columns.  Or  did 
you  display  in  any  regular  order? 
Answer.  We  were  attacked  in  firont  of  cdumns. 
Cluestion  by  the  Court.   When  you  were  at- 
tacked, were  you  ordered  to  display,  or  form  in 
any  regular  order? 
Answer.  No. 

Cluestion  by  the  Court.   In  wiiat  manner  did 
you  oppo^  the  enemy  when  you  were  attacked? 
Answer.  By  endeavoring  to  form  the  line  to 
charge  them. 

Cluestion  by  the  Court.  What  troops  came 
within  your  notice  that  attempted  to  fbrm  when 
chaiged? 

Answer.  Not  more  than  thirty  Federal  troops 
and  ten  militia. 

QAiestion  by  the  Court  How  many  militia  had 
you? 
Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Q,uestion4)y  the  Court  Wlrat  hecame  of  the 
rest  of  the  militia?  ^  • 

Answer.  They  gave  way  and  ran. 
doestion.  Do  you  think  Aat  if  .the  flailitla  in 
that  action  had  been  properly  formed,  and  in  time, 
that  they  would  have  been  sufficieait  to  have  beat 
the  enemy? 
Answer.  They  were. 

Ctnestion  by  tne  Court.  Do  you  know  the  mo- 
tives for  making  the  detachment  on  the  14th? 

Answer.  It  was  supposed  for  the  purpose  of 
gaining  the  Mkumee  vfUage  befbre  the  indiaiis 
left  it,  as  we  were  informed  they  were  preparing 
to  Itove  it. 
dnefetionfbyth^Court.  Is  that  yo^roWn  opinion? 
Answer.  It  is,  and  was  the  general  opinion  in 
camp. 

QrUestion  by  the  Court.  What  was  the  result  of 
the  action  of  the  19th;  were  the  Continental 
troops  and  the  ten  militia  defeated  ? 

Ansv^r.  They  wetecnt  to  pieces,  except  six 
or  seven. 

duestton  by  the  (5ourt.  Do  yon  know  from 
headquarters,  or  from  any  principal  officers  of  the 
Army,  '^hat  were  the  motives  for  making  the  dc- 
taehmem  of  t^  19th? 
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Answer.  It  was  for  the  purpose  of  overtaking  a 
party  of  Indians,  whose  trails  bad  been  discovered. 

Question  by  tne  Court  Was  there  any  attempt 
made  to  support  that  detachment  from  the  main 
body? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

duestion  by  the  Court.  What  was  the  distance 
between  the  main  body  of  the  Army  and  the  de- 
tachment attacked? 

Answer.  Fourteen  or  fifteen  miles. 

duestion  by  the  Court.  From  the  conduct  of 
the  militia,  do  you  think  th^  the  Greneral  had  a 
right  to  expect  any  great  support  from  them,  if  he 
had  been  attacked? 

Answer.  I  donH  think  he  had. 

duestion  by  the  Court.  Was  you  in  the  action 
of  the  21st? 

Answer.  I  was.  not. 

duestion  by  the  Court  Do  you  know  the  mo- 
tives for  making  the  detachment  of  the  21st? 

Answer.  It  was  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  if  any 
Indians  were  in  the  village. 

duestion  by  General  Harmar.Did  you  not  think 
^t  thedetacnment  sent  back  under  Major  Wyllys 
competent  to  engage  any  body  of  the  enemy  ? 

Answer.  It  was  sufficient  lor  any  body  of  In- 
dians in  that  countjry. 

duestion  by  General  Harmar.  To  what  cause 
was  it  owing  that  the  detachment  did  not  succeed 
so  perfectly  as  I  could  have  wished  for? 

Answer.  Because  they  did  not  obey  your  or- 
ders, they  did  not  march  at  the  time  they  were 
directed. 

duestion  by  General  Harmar.  Upon  the  first 
intelligence,  do  you  recollect  any  support  I  or- 
dered? 

Answer.  I  recollect  you  ordered  a  battalion,  I 
think  under  Major  Ray. 

£nsign  Morgan  being  sworn,  deposed  as  fol- 
loweth:  That,  as  he  did  not  join  the  Army  under 
the  conmian^f  General  Harmar  uj^til  the  13th 
OctobAr,  he  -Ms  unacquainted  with  its  progress 
until  that  time,  when  the  Army  appeared  in  good 
order;  as  he  was  mi  Ensign,  and  carried  the 
standard  every  fourth  or  fifth  day  after  hisjoininff 
the  Army,  he  was  frequently  near  the  Genera^ 
and  always  observed,  as  far  as  he  could  judge,  the 
greatest  propriety  of  conduct ;  as  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  tne  Army,  the  order  of  march,  encamp- 
ment, and  battle,  they  are  perfectly  explained  m 
the  general  orders ;  as  to  the  motives  which  in- 
fluenced the  General  in  sending  out  the  different 
detachments  of  the  14th,  19th,  and  21st,  he  was 
unacquainted ;  the  opinion  he  took  up  concerning 
the  one  of  the  14th,  was,  that  the  General  finding 
the  Army  discovered,  resolved  to  make  a  push  for 
the  towns  before  they  were  abandoned,  and,  as  he 
could  not  do  it  with  his  whole  Army,  formed  the 
detachment  on  the  14th  under  Colonel  Hardin ; 
the  motive  for  the  detachment  of  the  19th,  he  was 
utterly  unacquainted  with ;  that  of  the  21st,  as  he 
suppc^ed.  was  to  pick  up  any  straggling  Indians 
who  miffht  have  come  to  the  towns,  to  see  what 
they  had  been  about,  but  without  an  idea  of  the 
Indians  beinff  in  force. 

duestion  by  the  Court  Do  you  think  (hat  the 


party  of  militia  that  were  attached  to  Mmjot 
Wyllys'  detachment  was  sufficient  to  have  de- 
feated the  Indians  if  they  had  done  their  duty? 

Answer.  If  they  had  been  together,  I  think  they 
were. 

duestion  by  the  Court  What  time  did  you  re- 
turn to  the  Army  from  the  action  of  the  31st? 

Answer.  About  5  o'clock,  P.  M.;  the  action 
commenced  soon  after  day-light. 

duestion  by  the  Court.  Did  you  see  anything 
of  the  detachment  under  Major  Ray  on  your  re- 
turn? 

Answer.  I  saw  only  a  party  three  miles  from 
the  camp,  under  Captain  Craig,  that  were  going 
to  our  support 

duestion  by  the  Court.  What  was  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  militia  after  they  returned  to  the 
Army ;  were  they  well  affected  to  the  service  and 
orderly  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  were  very  disorderly,  and 
very  inattentive  to  their  duty,  and  some  appear- 
ances of  mutiny  among 'them,  with  both  dmcers 
and  men,  and  turned  out  upon  one  occasion,  par- 
ticularly, to  oppose  a  punishment  that  had  been 
ordered  by  the  General. 

duestion  by  the  Court.  Do  you  remember  any 
thing  of  General  Harmar's  ordering  his  canncA  to 
fire  upon  them  ? 

Answer.  I  remember  that  Greneral  Harmar  once 
said,  that  if  the  militia  behaved  aeain  in  so  scanda- 
lous a  manner,  that  he  would  order  his  cannon  to 
fire  on  them. 

Ensign  Britt  being  sworn,  deposed :  That,  with 
respect  to  the  personal  conduct  of  General  Har- 
mar, he  knew  that  he  was  indefatigable  in  makins 
arrangements  for  the  execution  of  the  plans  which 
had  b^n  formed  for  the  expedition ;  and  he  also 
knew  that  the  difficulties  were  great  which  the 
General  had  to  encounter  in  organizing  the  mili- 
tia, and  in  endeavoring  to  establish  that  harmony 
which  was  wanting  in  their  commanding  officers, 
Colonels  Hardin  and  Trotter,  which  he  accom- 
plished apparently  to  their  satisfaction;  that  he 
was  at  all  times  diligent  in  attending  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  officers  in  the  different  departments  of 
the  Army,  and  that  he  was  always  ready  to  attend 
to  such  occurrences  as  were  consequent  to  the 
same,  and  the  necessary  exertions  to  nave  his  or- 
ders carried  into  execution  were  not  wanting ;  but 
that  there  were  great  deficiencies  on  the  part  of 
the  militia,  either  owing  to  the  want  of'  authority 
in  some  of  their  officers,  or  from  their  ignorance 
or  inattention ;  that  the  s^nerality  of  them  scarce- 
ly deserved  the  name  of  anything  like  soldiers ; 
that  they  were  mostly  substitutes  for  others, 'Who 
had  nothing  to  stimulate  them  to  do  their  duty ; 
that,  as  to  the  dispositions  for  the  order  of  march, 
form  of  encampment,  and  order  of  battle,  they 
were  matters  which  he,  being  a  young  officer, 
could  say  little  about ;  he  presumed  they  woula 
answer  for  themselves;  that  the  General's  mo- 
tives for  detaching  Colonel  Hardin  on  the  14th 
October,  when  they  were  told  they  were  but  ten 
leagues  from  the  Indian  towns,  he  supposed  to  be, 
from  information  they  received  by  a  prisoner  who 
was  taken  on  the  13th ;  that  the  Indians  at  the 
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Maumee  villaffe  were  in  great  consternadon  and 
confusion,  and  the  prospects  were,  they  miffht  be 
easily  defeated  if  found  m  that  situation ;  that  in 
order  to  support  this  detachment,  the  horses  of  the 
Army  were  ordered  to  be  tied  up  at  night,  so  that 
the  whole  Army  might  be  ready  to  march  early  in 
the  mominfi^  which  was  done  accordingly:  and 
that,  when  Colonel  Hardin  reached  the  villaffe, 
the  main  body  was  not  more  than  fiYt  oi^ix  miles 
in  his  rear ;  that  the  detachment  under  Colonel 
Trotter  was  ordered  to  reconnoitre  for  three  days 
the  neighborhood,  to  endeavor  to  find  out  the  sa- 
vages, who  had  fled  from  their  towns ;  that  this 
party  returned  the  evening  of  the  same  day  they 
started,  and  next  morninff  Colonel  Hardin  marched 
with  the  same  party  and  fell  in  with  the  Indians ; 
that  an  engagement  ensued,  in  which  he  was 
routed,  owing  to  the  cowardly  .behaviour  of  the 
militia  under  his  command;  that  the  motives 
which  he  conceived  led  to  detaching  the  party 
under  Major  Wyllp,  on  the  21st,  were  that  the 
Indians,  having  avoided  engaging  the  whole  Army, 
would  collect  at  their  towns,  ana  harass  the  rear 
and  flanks  as  much  as  possible  on  its  return,  and  a 
stroke  at  them  before  tney  could  assemble  in  large 
bodies,  would  prevent  their  doing  it  with  much 
effect ;  that  the  party  accordingly  met  with  the 
Indians^  and  a  battle  followed,  in  which  numbers 
were  killed  on  both  sides ;  that  the  moment  the 
news  of  thb  arrived  in  camp.  Major  Ray,  with  his 
battalion  of  Kentucky  miutia,  was  ordered  to 
march  to  the  support  of  Major  Wyllys,  but  that 
he  did  not  proceed  far  before  he  returned. 

duesticm  by  the  Court  Did  you,  at  any  time 
in  the  course  of  the  campaign,  perceive  that  Gen- 
eral Harmar  was  intoxicated  7 

Answer.  I  did  not;  I  lived  in  the  General's 
family,  and  should  have  known  it,  had  anything 
ot  that  kind  happened. 

Doctor  Allison  being  sworn,  deposed:  That  the 
organization  of  the  Army,  the  orders  of  march,  en- 
campment, and  battle,  were  questions  which  would 
be  more  amply  answered  by  a  reference  to  the 
Orderly  Book,  than  they  could  be  from  the  mere 
relation  of  an  individual,  or  from  any  other  official 
information;  that,  as  to  the  motives  which  in- 
fluenced the  detachments  ^of  the  14th^  ^^^  ^^^ 
21st  October,  those  were  questions  which,  if  an- 
swered at  all,  must  be  merely  speculative  opinions, 
which  it  was  not  always  prudent  to  divulge,  nor 
would  they,  in  his  judgment,  be  admitted  as  evi- 
dence, or  even  perused  by  any  tribunal,  and  there- 
fore were  nugatory ;  as  he  had  not  the  honor  of 
being  in  the  Cabmet  it  was  utteriy  out  of  his 
power  to  give  any  other;  that,  as  soon  as  the 
news  arrived  of  tne  misfortune  of  the  third  de- 
tachment, a  reinforcement  was  immediately  or- 
dered by  the  General,  but  whether  it  actually  set 
out,  or  what  induced  it  to  return,  he  could  not  say, 
or  whether  sufficiently  strong,  he  did  not  conceive 
himself  a  judge;  his  situation  as  surgeon  pre- 
vented a  minute  attention  to  every,  or  indeed  any 
of  the  arrangements  of  the  Army ;  yet,  as  far  as 
they  came  within  his  view  or  knowledge,  they 
were  judicious  and  uniform :  that  every  attention 
was  paid  to  the  Army,  by  the  General,  in  every 


situation ;  that  every  step  was  taken  by  him  th^t 
prudence  and  military  knowledge  could  suggest, 
the  circumstances  of  the  Army  would  permit,  or 
that  necessity  required. 

Lieutenant  Denny  being  sworn,  deposed :  That 
General  Harmar  b^gan  his  preparations  for  the 
campaign  soon  after  the  15th  July,  and  that  every 
day  was  employed  in  the  most  industrious  man- 
ner ;  that  the  calculations  for  provisions,  horses, 
and  stores  were  immediately  made  out,  and  orders 

fiven  accordingly ;  that  great  exertions  were  used 
y  Captain  Ferguson  to  get  in  readiness  the  artil- 
lery and  military  stores ;  and,  indeed,  every  dficer 
was  busily  engaged,  under  the  eye  of  the  General, 
in  fitting  out  necessary  matter  for  the  expedition, 
but  particularly  the  Quartermaster — not  a  mo- 
ment's time  appeared  to  be  lost ;  15th  and  16th 
September,  the  Kentucky  militia  arrived,  but  in- 
stead of  seeing  active  riflemen,  such  as  is  supposed 
to  inhabit  the  frontiers,  they  saw  a  parcel  ofmeD. 
young  in  the  country,  and  totally  mexperiencea 
m  the  business  they  came  upon,  so  much  so  that 
many  of  them  did  not  even  know  how  to  keep 
their  arms  in  firing  order ;  indeed,  their  whole  ob^ 
ject  seemed  to  be  nothing  more  than  to  see  the 
country,  without  rendering  any  service  whatever. 
A  great  many  of  their  guns  wanted  repairs  \  and, 
as  they  could  not  put  them  in  order,  our  artificers 
were  obliged  to  be  employed ;  a  considerable 
number  came  without  any  gims  at  all;  Kentucky 
seemed  as  if  she  wished  to  com^y  with  the  re- 
quisitions of  Government  as  ineffectually  as  pos- 
sible, for  it  was  evident  that  about  two-thirds  of 
the  men  served  only  to  swell  their  numbers — 19th 
September,  a  small  detachment  of  Pennsylvania 
militia  arrived,  and  the  25th  of  September  Major 
Doughty,  with  two  companies  of  Federal  troops, 
join^  them  from  Muskingum.  Governor  St. 
Clair  had  arrived  from  New  York  the  22d,  and 
the  remains  of  the  Pennsylvania  militia  came  on 
the  25th.  The  militia  last  mentioned  were  simi- 
lar to  the  other — too  many  substitutes.  The  Gen- 
eral lost  no  time  in  organizing  them,  though  he 
met  with  many  difficmties — Sie  Colonels  were 
disnputing  for  the  command,  and  the  one  most  po- 
pular was  least  entitled  to  it.  The  Qpneral's  de- 
sign was  to  reconcile  all  parties,  which  he  accom- 
^n^ed  after  much  trouble.  The  Kentuckians 
composed  three  battalions,  under  Majors  HalL 
McMullen,  and  Ray,  with  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Commandant  Trotter  at  their  head.  The  Penn- 
sylvanians  were  formed  into  one  battalion  under 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Trubey  and  Major  Paul,  the 
whole  to  be  commanded  by  Colonel  John  Hardin, 
subject  to  the  orders  of  General  Harmar.  That, 
on  the  26th  of  September^  the  militia  marched  on 
the  route  towards  the  Indian  towns ;  the  30th,  the^ 
General  haviiur  got  forward  all  the  supplies  that 
he  expected,  he  moved  out  with  the  Federal 
troops,  formed  into  two  small  battalions  under  the 
immediate  command  of  Major  Wyllys  and  Major 
Doughty,  together  with  Captain  Ferguson's  com- 
pany or  artillery,  and  three  pieces  of  ordnance. 
On  the  3d  of  October,  General  Harmar  joined  the 
advanced  troops  early  in  the  morning;  the  remain- 
ing part  of  the  day  was  spent  in  forming  the  line 
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of  march,  the  order  of  encampment  and  battle, 
and  explaining  the  same  to  the  militia  field  offi- 
cers. General  Harmar's  orders  will  show  the 
several  formations.  On  the  4th,  the  Army  took 
up  the  order  of  march,  as  is  described  in  the  or- 
ders. On  the  5th.  a  reinforcement  of  horsemen 
and  mounted  infantry  joined  from  Kentucky. 
The  dra^^ns  were  formed  into  two  troops ;  the 
mounted  riflemen  made  a  company,  and  this  smsdl 
battalion  of  light  troop  were  put  under  the  com- 
mand of  Major  Fontaine.  The  whde  of  General 
Harmar's  command,  then,  may  be  stated  thus : 
3  battalions  of  Kentucky  militia  ^ 

1        do  Pennsylvania  militia       >  1,133 

1  do    light  troops,  mounted  militia )  , 

2  do    Federal  troops  -  -  -    320 

^         Total  -  -  -  -1.453 

The  line  of  march  was  certainly  one  of  the  best 
that  could  be  adopted,  and  great  attention  was 
paid  to  keep  the  officers  with  their  commands  in 
proper  order,  and  the  pack-horses,  dec.,  as  compact 
as  possible.  The  order  of  encampment  appeared 
well  calculated  both  for  defence  and  to  preserve 
the  horses  and  cattle  from  being  lost ;  however, 
notwithstanding  every  precaution  taken,  and  re- 
peated orders  given  to  the  horse-masters  to  hopple 
well  their  horses,  and  directions  to  officers  and 
men  not  to  suffer  any  to  pass  through  the  lines, 
man]^  of  them,  owing  to  the  carelessness  of  the 
militia,  and  the  scarcity  of  food,  f  though  great  at- 
tention was  paid  in  the  choice  ot  ground,)  bn^e 
loose  and  strayed  throu^  the  lines  after  night, 
and  even  passed  the  cham  of  sentries  which  en- 
circled the  camp,  and  were  lost  Patrols  of 
horsemen  were  ordered  out  every  morning  by 
day-light  to  scour  the  nei^boring  woods,  and  to 
bring  in  any  horses  that  miffht  have  broke  through 
the  unes,  and  a  standing  order  directed  the  pickets 
to  turn  out  small  parties  and  drive  in  every  horse. 
This  was  done,  he  believed,  to  expedite  the  move- 
ment of  the  Army.  There  was  no  less  attention 
paid  to  securing  the  cattle  j  every  evening  when 
the  Army  halt^,  the  guard,  whicn  was  composed 
of  a  comnmaioned  officer  and  thirty  or  thirty-five 
men,  built  a  yard  always  within  the  chain  of  sen- 
triesj  and  sometimes  in  the  square  of  encampment* 
and  placed  a  sufficient  number  of  sentries  rdtind 
the  enclosure,  which  efiectually  preserved  them  \ 
there  was  not  more  than  two  pr'  three  head  lost 
during  the  whole  of  the  campaign. 

On  the  13th  of  October,  early  in  the  morning, 
a  patrol  of  horsemen  captuied  a  Shawnee  Indian. 
On  the  14th  of  October,  Colonel  Hardin  was  de- 
tached with  six  hundred  li|;ht  troops  to  push  for 
I  the  Miami  villajge;  he  believed  that  this  detach- 
ment was  sent  forward  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
telligence gained  of  the  Shawnee  prisoner,  which 
was  that  the  Indians  were  clearing  out  as  fast  as 
possible,  and  that  if  they  did  not  make  more  haste, 
the  towns  would  be  evacuated  before  their  arrival. 
As  it  was  impossible  for  the  main  body  of  the 
Army,  with  afl  their  train,  to  hasten  their  march 
much,  the  Greneral  thought  j^roper  to  send  on  Co- 
lonel Hardin,  in  hopes  of  takmg  a  few  before  they 
would  all  get  off.    This  night  the  horses  were  all 


ordered  to  be  tied  up,  that  the  Army  might  start 
by  day-light,  on  purpose  to  keep  as  near  Colonel 
Hardin  as  possible;  the  distance  to  the  Indian 
towns,  when  the  detachment  marched  ahead,  was 
about  thirty-five  miles.  On  the  15th,  every  exer- 
tion was  used  to  get  forward  the  main  body  this 
day:  they  found  that  the  advanced  party  had 
gained  \^\.  very  few  mQes.  On  the  IGth^n  the 
evening,  met  an  express  from  Colonel  Hardin, 
who  had  got  into  the  village,  informing  the  Ge- 
neral that  the  enemy  had  abandoned  every  place. 
On  the  17th,  about  noon,  the  Army  arrived  at  the 
Omee  towns.  On  the  18th  Colonel  Trotter  was 
ordered  out  with  three  hundred  men,  militia  and 
regulars,  to  reconnoitre  the  country,  and  to  en- 
deavor to  make  some  discoveries  ot  the  enemy  \ 
he  marched  but  a  few  miles,  when  hb  advanced 
horsemen  came  upon  two  Indians,  and  killed 
them ;  the  Colonel  was  contented  with  this  vic- 
tory, and  returned  to  camp.  Colonel  Hardin  was 
displeased  because  Colonel  Trotter  did  not  exe- 
cute his  orders,  and  requested  the  General  to  give 
him  the  command  of  the  party ;  it  was  granted, 
and  accordingly  Hardin  marched  next  morning ; 
but  he  believed  he  had  not  two-thirds  of  his  num- 
ber when  two  miles  from  camjp;  for  to  his  certain 
knowledge,  many  of  the  militia  lef^  him  on  the 
march,  ana  returned  to  their  companies;  whether 
he  knew  it  or  not  he  could  not  tell,  but  that  he 
proceeded  on.  with  a  determination  to  trace  some 
fresh  signs  of  the  enemy ;  he  believed  the  plan 
was  merely  to  gain  some  knowledge  of  the  sava- 
ges. He  at  length  came  upon  a  party,  not  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred,  but  was  worsted ;  owing  en- 
tirely, as  he  was  informed,  to  the  scandalous 
behaviour  of  the  militia,  many  of  whom  never  fired 
a  shot,  but  ran  off  at  the  first  noise  of  ^e  Indian&^ 
and  left  the  few  regulars  to  be  sacrificed ;  some  or 
them  never  halted  until  they  crossed  the  Ohio. 
The  Army,  in  the  mean  time,  was  employed  burn- 
ing and  destroying  the  houses  and  com,  shiftily 
their  position  from  one  town  to  another;  that,  on 
the  21st  of  October,  the  Army  having  burned  five 
villages,  besides  the  capital  town,  and  consumed 
or  destroyed  near  twenty  thousand  bushels  of  corn 
in  ears,  took  up  the  lile  of  marcb  on  the  route 
back  to  Fort  Washington,  and  encamped  abotit 
eight  miles  from  the  ruins ;  that,  about  9  o'clock, 
P.  M.,  the  General  ordered  outibur  hundred  choice 
men,  militia  and  r^ulars,  under  the  command  of 
Major  Wyllys,  to  return  to  the  towns,  intending 
to  surprise  any  parties  that  might  be  assembled 
there,  supposing  that  the  Indians  would  collect  to 
see  how  things  were  left.  The  Greneral  had  felt 
the  enemy,  &ew  their  strength,  and  calculated 
much  upcoi  the  success  of  this  enterprise;  that  it 
was  the  ^neral  omnion  the  force  of  the  savages 
was  nothing  equal  to  thb  detachment,  attd,  unless 
by  some  such  means,  there  was  no  possibility  of 
settine  any  advantage  of  them ;  however,  the  best 
laid  plan  was  in  some  measure  defeated  by  the 
disobedienee  of  the  militia,  who  ran  in  pursuit  of 
small  parties,  and  lef\  Major  Wyllys  unsupported ; 
the  consequence  was.  that  the  Major  with  most 
part  of  the  regulars  were  killed,  and  our  loss  was 
equal  if  not  greater  than  the  savages;  that  the  in-. 
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tentioQ  of  this  detachment  was  erident  to  all  the 
Army  J  and  would  have  answered  the  fiillest  ex- 
pectations, provided  a  due  obedience  had  been  ob- 
served on  the  part  of  the  militia;  to  provide 
against  disobedience  of  orders  was  what  he  be- 
.  lieved  no  one  would  think  of  j  and,  had  it  not  been 
the  case,  the  Major  in  his  opmion  might  have  re- 
turned crowned  with  laurels ;  that  the  main  body 
waited  for  the  return  of  this  detachment ;  but,  to 
dieir  mortification,  about  11  o'clock  A.  M.  of  the 
-22d,  a  fellow  who  ran  back  from  the  field,  gave 
th«n  informaticm  of  Major  Wyllys'  misfortune ; 
General  Harmar  immediately  despatched  Major 
Ray  with  his  battalion  to  the  assistance  of  the 
parties,  but  the  Major  did  not  get  the  length,  be- 
fore he  met  Colonel  Hardin  returning  to  camp 
with  his  wounded.  He  was  led  to  believe  that 
about  thi&  time  the  G(eneral  lost  the  confidence  he 
had  in  the  militia ;  those  of  them  among  the  dead 
were  of  the  best  men ;  that  the  effective  strength 
was  very  much  reduced  by  sickness  and  other- 
wise; the  regular  troops  did  notftimish  more  than 
two  hundred ;  they  were  in  his  opinion  very  in- 
sufficient ;  and  he  was  also  clearly  of  opinion,  that 
had  the  enemy  made  an  attack  upon  their  camp 
that  evening^  or  the  morning  following,  the  militia 
were  so  panic -struck  that  very  few  ofthem  would 
have  stood;  the  consequences  that  would  have 
happened  startled  every  person  with  horror ;  the 
sick  and  wounded,  and  all  the  stores,  artillery,  dbc, 
would  have  fiillen  a  prey  to  the  savages ;  that  this 
was  also  the  opinion  of^  several  of  the  principal 
officers,  who  advised  General  Harmar  of  the  dan- 
fS&t  of  attempting  to  return  to  the  town,  from  the 
time  it  would  take  up,  and  the  probability  that 
the  delay  would  give  the  savages  time  to  collect 
from  distant  quarters.  He  ob^ved.  that  die  22d 
of  October  was  employed  in  fixing  biers  for  the 
wounded, «and  in  making  repairs.  He  also  ob- 
served}  that  the  frost  had  destroyed  the  food  early 
on  their  march  out,  and  that  the  horses  of  the 
Army  were  now  become  very  much  reduced  ^  so 
much  so,  that  it  was  utterly  impossible  for  die 
main  body  to  perform  any  thin^ar  rapidly,  and  to 
get  back  upon  the  road,  which  they  had  so  lately 
passed,  was  attended  with  difficulty ;  he  said  that 
the  greatest  attention  was  paid,  the  litde  Army 
was  kept  compact,  and  vigilance  was  the  word 
jfrom  all  who  had  any  reputation  to  lose ;  that  the 
militia  on  their  return  began  to  be  refractory, 
showing  great  signs  of  a  revolt,  discharffing  their 
pieces  in  open  £fiance  of  the  General's  orders; 
some  of  them,  however,  were  detected  and  pun- 
ished, which  gave  umbrage,  and  was  afterwards 
the  cause  of  many  ill-natured  reports,  spread 
without  any  foundation,  to  injure  tne  General^ 
reputation.  He  further  observed,  that  the  Army 
returned  by  slow  marches  back  to  Fort  Washing- 
ton ;  that  General  Harmar^s  conduct  during  the 
campaign  was  observed  to  be  sober,  steady,  and 
attentive  to  the  service ;  and,  as  his  duty  required 
him  to  be  frequently  near  the  General,  should 
certainly  have  discovered  it  had  he  been  at  any 
time  intoxicated,  as  has  been  reported.  Every 
evening^  as  duly  as  the  Army  halted^  the  General 
made  his  remarks  for  that  day,  and  issued  orders 
ad  Con.— 37 


for  the  movement  and  arranp^ements  for  the  next, 
and  every  morning  he  was  found  among  the  first 
prepared  for  the  field. 

The  Court  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning, 
9  o'clock. 


September  18,  9  o'clock,  A.  M. 

The  Court  met  agreeably  to  adjournment,  and 
again  adjourned  to  September  19,  at  three  o'clock, 

September  19^  three  o'clock,  P.  M. — The  Court 
having  met  again,  adjourned  to  tonnorrow  morn- 
ing, 9  o'clock. 

Septembrr  20th. — The  Court  having  met,  ac- 
cording to  adjournment : 

Major  Ziegler  being  sworn,  deposed :  That  some 
time  had  elaped  before  the  different  corps  and 
battalicms  could  be  oi«anized,  on  account  of  rank; 
the  militia  officers  msputing  for  the  command; 
and  after  a  good  deal  oi  exertion  by  General  Har- 
mar, they  commenced  their  march  on  the  30th 
September,  1790— the  militia  under  Colonel  Har- 
din, having  been  sent  on  a  few  days  before ;  and  on 
the  3d  October  they  joined  the  militia,  and  took 
up  their  line  of  march,  and  encamped  as  men- 
tioned in  the  General's  orders.  He  observed  that 
the  orders  of  march  and  encampment,  motions, 
^..  dMS.,  were  such  as  would  have  done  honor 
to  tne  first  (^cers  either  in  America  or  Europe. 
All  necessary  precautions  were  observed  to  gain 
the  point  General  Harmar  set  out  for.  On  the 
14th  of  October  he  was  ordered  to  advance,  with 
Colonel  Hardin,  commanding  fifty  rank  and  file  of 
the  Federal  troops,  being  part  of  six  hundred  men. 
At  10  o'clock  they  took  up  their  march,  and  be- 
fore they  left  the  ground  the  rest  of  the  Army 
was  ordered  to  parade  and  follow  them ;  he  re- 
membered to  have  seen  the  Army  from  an  emi- 
nence, as  he  inclined  towards  the  left  with  the 
column  to  which  he  was  attached.  Tne  15th,  at 
about  3  o'clock,  P.  M.,  they  arrived  at  the  Miami 
villages,  and  at  the  same  dme  C(don^  Hardin  sent 
an  express  to  General  Harmar,  to  iniorm  him  that 
the  villages  were  evacuated.  It  was  his  opinion 
that  the  modve  for  this  mancBuvre  was  in  conse* 
quence  of  a  Shawanese,  whom  they  took  a  few 
days  before,  and  who  acquainted  the  General  that 
the  Indians  were  ready  to  move  away.  The  Army 
arrived  the  17th,  in  the  forenoon;  and  that  day, 
as  well  as  the  rest,  they  were  all  busy  in  destroy- 
ing the  Indian  corn.  die.  He  further  observ^ 
that  on  the  18th,  Colonel  Trotter  was  detached, 
with  three  hundrecl  men  of  the  militia,  including 
thirty  Federal  troops,  but  that  the  Colonel  return- 
ed the  same  day,  without  bringing  any  informa- 
tion ;  and  that  on  the  morning  following,  Colonel 
Hardin  took  the  command  of  the  same  Jg^Y^  ^^^ 
advanced  to  procure  some  knowledge  of  the  ene- 
my ;  and  on  his  discovering  the  enemy,  those  which 
were  in  the  rear  would  not  come  up  and  support 
those  engaged  in  front,  and  very  few  of  those  in 
front  stopped,  but  ran,  and  the  milida  fled  in  a 
shameful  manner,  and  the  few  Federal  troops  not 
supported,  foil  a  sacrifice.  The  Blajor  said,  that 
a  sergeant  of  militia  behaving  very  improperly  at 
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tkat  time,  could  not  be  brought  to  trial,  oa  account 
of  a  brother  of  his  being  a  Captain,  and  who  made 
parties  that  would  have  been  attended  with  bad 
consequences,  should  he  be  punished,  as  his  brother 
declared  he  would  raise  some  men  and  bid  defi- 
ance. That  on  the  21st  October,  1790,  after  they 
had  destroyed  a  great  quantity  of  com  and  five  or 
six  Tillages,  tfaey^  took  up  their  line  of  march  to- 
wards Fort  Washington;  and  at  night*  Major 
Wyllys  was  detached  with  four  huncuea  choice 
men,  m  hopes  to  surprise  a  body  that  might  be  at 
tiie  ruins:  this  paity  was  supposed  to  be  simciently 
strong  for  any  number  of  tne  enemy  embodieo. 
Major  Wyllys  marched  in  three  columnflL  with 
intention  to  ^in  with  the  right  and  left  columns 
at  the  Miami  village,  but  that  the  column  under 
the  command  of  Major  M'MuUen  fell  in  with  a 
imaU  party  of  Indians ;  they  followed  them,  and 
disobeyed  ue  orders  of  Major  Wyllys  in  pursuing 
them  and  leaving  the  others  unsupported,  and  so 
was  the  left  wing;  which  would  not  have  been  if 
they  had  joined  them,  as  he  suf^osed  it  to  be  suf> 
ficiently  strong  for  that  party. 

He  also  remembered  very  well  being  on  picket, 
or  commanding  one  of  the  wings  bb  Cantain  om 
Ckurr^  when  the  first  men  arrived  with  the  intel- 
ligence that  their  party  had  gained  ground,  and 
at  that  very  instant  General  Isuurmar  ordered  Map 
jot  Ray  with  his  battalicm  to  the  assistance  of 
those  engaged,  lest  that  mformation  should  not 
prove  true,  but  he  went  but  two  miles  or  two  and  a 
half,  then  meeting  the  scattered  detachment  re- 
timed, to  the  great  surprise  of  Qeneral  Harmar ; 
that  the  success  of  the  detachment  vras  defeated, 
in  a  great  measure,  bythe  militia  running  ahead, 
and  leaving  Maidr  Wyllys  unsupported.  The 
Army  remamed  tnk  day  in  dressing  and  fixingthe 
wounded.  The  militia  behaving  so  bad  in  seve- 
ral instances,  destroyed  every  ccmfidence  the  Qe- 
neral had  in  them,  otherwise,  he  would  have  re- 
turned with  the  Army,  but,  as  things  were  sitoattd^ 
it  would  have  been  running  too  great  a  haaard. 
The  Army  returned  back  to  Fort  Washington. 
Nothingappeared  wanting  on  the  part  <^the  Qe* 
netaL  Kvery  attention  was  paid  to  the  Army  to 
guard  figainst  surprise.  The  Major  observed  that 
mere  hsui  been  very  injurious  reports  spread  about 
Qeneral  Harmar,  but,  if  he  was  to  be  credited,  he 
knew  of  nothing  that  could  be  alleged  against  him^ 
or  that  could  possibly  iinurehis  reputation  in  any 
respect.  The  good  of  the  service  appeared  to  be 
his  constant  study. 

Question  by  the  Court.    I  think,  sir,  you 


that  on  the  15th,  at  three  o'clock.  P.  M»  you  arrived 
at  the  Miami  viUag^  what  did  you  do  after  your 
arrival  there?  were  tne  militia  in  good  order? 

Answer.  When  we  arrived  we  were  very  much 
fttigued.  having  marched  twenty-eight  miles  that 
day,  I  directed  that  my  own  men  should  not  go 
thirty  yards  from  camp.  The  militia  like  a  rab- 
ble strolled  into  the  neighboring  villages,  in  parties 
<^  thirty  or  forty  after  plu^er,  such  was  the 
situation  that  one  himdred  and  fifty  warriors  might 
have  beat  us  ofi"  the  ground. 

Question  by  the  Court  Did  you  see  any  desire 
in  the  militia  to  return  to  the  ground  where  Major 


Wyllvs  vfas  defeated,  ot  do  you  suppose  ik^ 
would  have  gone  had  they  been  ordered  to  gol' 

Answer.  I  suppose  they  would  not  have  gma ; 
they  appeared  to  be  panic-struck. 

Question  by  the  Court.  Are  yon  of  opinion  that 
the  personal  conduct  of  the  QiMfal  was  regular, 
steady,  and  tended  to  the  good  of  the  service? 

Answer.  Undoubtedly  so,  and  very  much  to  the 
credit  of  the  QeneraL 

Quezon  by  the  Court  From  your  long  know- 
ledge of  service  do  yon  diink  that  from  the  com- 
idexion  of  the  troops  Qeneral  Harmar  had  to  or- 
ganize, that  the  formation  of  the  Armr  was  judi- 
cious? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  the  order  of  march 
and  encampment  were  calculated  to  secure  every 
part  of  the  Army  and  its  appendages? 

Answer.  Yes,  very  much  so. 

Question  by  uie  uonrt.  From  yo«r  experieaoe, 
do  you  think  that  the  order  of  battle  dkWted  by 
Qeneral  Harmar,  was  judieious  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  perfectly  sa 

Captain  Doyle  Wng sworn, deposed:  Thatpra- 
vious  to  the  campaign  going  out  last  Fall,  every 
day  was  onployedin  the  most  industriousmanner ; 
on  the  arrival  of  the  Kentucky  militin  they  were 
all  much  disappointed^  that  instead  of  seeing 
complete  riflemen,  many  were  armed  with  eld 
muskets,  much  out  of  rq^;  the  Qeneral  imme- 
diately ordered  them  repaired  with  all  ezpeditioB. 
He  referred  the  Court  as  to  the  line  of  march,  to 
the  QeneraPs  Orderiy  Book,  and  informed  the 
Court,  that  the  personal  conduct  of  the  Qeneral 
throuffh  the  campaign  was  uniform  and  steady, 
and  that  Imd  the  Qeneral's  orders  been  strictly 
obeyed,  he  was  confident  he  nniat  come  home 
witn  honor.  As  to  what  influenced  the  Qeneial 
to  make  detachments  he  could  not  say;  he  was  in 
the  detachment  of  the  14th  Oetob«,  and  that  the 
behaviour  of  the  militia  in  that  detachment,  was 
very  disgracelnl;  they  ran  from  town  to  town  hi 
punuit  of  plundiiN',  contrary  to  orders,  and  on  the 
arrival  of  Qeneral  Harmar  at  the  town,  two-thhrds 
of  them  dispersed  in  the  same  manner ;  the  Q«ie^ 
ral  ordered  cannon  to  be  fired,  merely  to  collect 
them,  and  heat  the  same  time  harangued  the 
officers,  informiitt  them  of  the  ill  consequences  of 
such  conduct  That  the  Qeneral's  not  returning 
to  the  village  after  the  ill  success  of  the  last  de- 
tachment he  bdieved  was  owing  to  his  not  bar- 
ing confiaence  in  his  Army.  At  that  time  there 
was  a  great  rumor  in  camp,  the  general  voiee 
was  for  returning,  their  horses  were  much  woni 
down,  and  the  nmitia  showed  great  signs  of  revolt. 
The  reports  that  the  militia  circulated  after  thek 
return  h<«ie,  and  which  was  much  to  the  prejudice 
of  General  Harmar,  was,  he  believed^  owin^  to  the 
Qeneral's  having  a  few  of  them  punished  for  diso- 
bedience of  orders ;  he  thought  it  certain,  that  they 
had  no  grounds  for  their  ul-natured  reports,  and 
that  Qeneral  Harmar  would  have  been  justifiable 
in  arresting  one  or  two  of  the  most  popular  field- 
officers,  and  sending  them  home  with  diwmce; 
but  a  thing  of  that  kind,  he  observed,  would  have 
broken  up  the  Army.  lie  knew  of  no  part  of  llw 
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QeneMiP^  coiktbet;  daribg'  tike  whote  of  the  cim- 
pttgn^  that*  could  be  eetisured^  without  it  was 
showing  too  much  lenity  to  the  militia,  and  thank- 
ing them  fbr  their  conduct,  when  they  merited 
punishment. 

duestion  by  the  Court.  IX>  you  think  that  the 
sending  the  detachment  under  Major  Wyllys. 
fendedeventually  to  the  preserration  of  the  Armyl 

Ausrwer.  I  think  the  Indians  would  hare  harass- 
ed us  rery  much  on  our  return  if  that  detachment: 
had  not  been  made. 

Question  by  General  Harmar.  Did  the  enemy 
annoy  the  Army  at  all  after  that  detachment  was 
made? 

Answer.  No,  they  did  not. 

duesdon  by  General  Haitnar:  Did  we  see  any 
Indians  afterward? 

Answer.  We  did  net. 

Lieutenant  Sedam  being  sworn,  deposed :  That 
he  had  the  honor  of  sermg  under  ueneral  Har- 
mat  last  Fall,  on  a  campaign  against  the  Indians  of 
the  Maumee  yiUase,  and  that  he-saw  nothing  m 
his  conduct,  but  what  he  diou^ht  was  yerr  proper;; 
that  relative  to  the  organization  of  the  Army  he 
was  but  little  acouainted,  and  therefore  referred 
the  Court  to  the  General's  Orderly  Book ;  that  he 
was  entirely  unacquainted  with  G^eral  Harmar^ 
motires  for  seadhiff  out  the  diflR^ent  detachments, 
and  if  those  detacnments  were  not  properly  sup- 
ported, it  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  the  huk  of 
the  Creneral,  for  the  militia  were  a  poor  set,  and  be- 
hayed  rery  ill  upon  all  occasions;  that,  after  the 
ftret  action^  he  heard  Bfisjor  Paul,  of  the  Pennsyl- 
Tania  militia,  say:  he  hoped  General  Harmar 
would  not  put  any  confidence  in  them^for  he  was 
sure  the^r  would  not  fLAt, 

Qiuestion  by  General  Harmar.  When  I  was  upon 
the  return  at  Chilicothe,  I  ordered  oneof  themiutia 
to  be  whipped,  I  was  informed  that  Colonel  Trot^ 
ter  and  Major  M'Mullen  said  I  had  no  right  to 
punish  them.  Did  you  hear  me  reprimand  them 
for  that  conduct  ^7 

Answer.  After  the  man  was  punished,  I  heard 
you  say  to  Colonel  Trotter  and  Mqjor  Mwullen, 
that  you  would  send  them  both  home  with  dis- 
grace for  their  bad  conduct. 

Ensiffu  Armstrong  being  sworn,  deposed  as  fol- 
lows :  That  the  militia  being  ordered  into  batmlions 
aand  organized,  in  which  he  knew  the  General  met 
with  great  dimcultr ;  that  the  order  of  march  and 
emcampment  coula  be  better  ascertained  by  a  re- 
forence  to  the  Orderly '  Book,  than  any  ihin^^  he 
could  add  on  the  subject ;  that  the  conduct  of  the 
militia  in  every  instance  seemed  calculated  to 
obstruct  every  measure  adopted  by  General  Har- 
mar; that  the  conduct  of  tne  General  in  every 
particular,  was  perfectly  consistent  and  uniform, 
and  every  step  taken  by  him  appeared  to  be-  the 
dictate  of  prudence  and  sobriety;  that  what 
induced  the  General  to  send  out  the  detachments, 
was  wholly  unloiown  to  him,  and  therefore  unan- 
sweraUe  by  him. 

Captain  Armstrong  being  sworn,  deposed :  That 
on  report  being  made  to  General  Harmar,  by 
Major  M'Mtillen  and  others,  that  the  tracks  of 
Women  and  children  had  been  seen  on  the  route 


leadiiig  towards  the  Klckapoo  towns,  a  Northwest 
course,  and  supposing  the  enemy  had  left  their 
families  and  baggage  not  far  distant  from  camp, 
General  Harmar,  on  the  morning  of  October  18th, 
detached  Colonel  Trotter,  Colonel  Hail,  Major 
Ray,  and  Major  M^tdlen,  with  thirty  Federal 
troops,  the  moimted  Infantry,  part  of  the  cavalry,  and ' 
a  detachment  of  militia,  amounting  in  the  whole 
to  900  men.  After  they  had  proceeded  about  one 
mile,  the  cavalry  gave  cnase  to  an  Indian  who  was 
mounted ;  him  tney  overtook  and  killed ;  before  they 
returned  to  the  column,  a  second  one  appeared,  on 
which  the  four  field  officers  left  their  commands, 
and  pursued,  leaving  the  troops  near  half  an  hour 
witlu>ut  any  directions  whatever.  The  cavahr 
came  across  the  second  Indian,  and  aAer  wound- 
ing one  of  their  party  killed  him  also.  When  the 
'infantry  came  up  to  this  pkce^  they  immediately 
fell  into  confhsion.  and  he  gained  permission  to 
leatve  them  some  oistance  on  the  road,  where  he 
formed  an  ambuscade.  After  he  had  been  some 
time  at  his  station,  a  fellow  on  horseback  came  to 
Mm,  who  had  lost  the  party  in  pursuit  of  the  first 
hidian;  he  was  much  iHgntened,  and  said  he  had 
been  pursued  by  fifty  mounted  Indiana.  That  on 
his  teUinff  this  story  to  Colonel  Trotter,  notwith- 
standing nis  observations  to  him^  he  changed  his 
route,  marched  in  various  directions  until  night 
when  he  returned  to  camp.  That,  on  their  arnval 
in  camp.  General  Harmar  sent  for  him ;  and  after 
answering  him  many  questions  ordered  one  subal- 
tern and  twenty  mihtia  to  join  his  command. 
With  those  he  crossed  the  river  St  Joseph  about 
ten  at  night,  and  with  a  guide  proceeded  to  an  In- 
dian town,  about  two  miles  distant^  where  he  con- 
tinued with  his  party  until  the  morning  of  the  19th. 
His  party  fired  upon  an  Indian  and  retook  fh>m 
him  two  horses.  About  nine  o^clock  he  joined  the 
remainder  of  the  detachment  under  Colonel  Haf- 
din.  They  marched  on  the  route  Colonel  Trotter 
had  pursued  the  day  befor^  and  after  passing  a 
morass  about  five  miles  distant,  they  came  to 
where  the  enemy  had  encamped  the  day  before. 
Here  they  made  a  short  halt,  and  the  command- 
ing officer  disposed  of  the  parties  at  a  ^distance 
from  each  other;  after  a  haltof  half  an  hour,  thev 
were  ordered  to  move  on,  and  Captain  Faulkner's 
company  was  left  on  the  ground,  the  Colonel  hav- 
ing neglected  giving  him  orders  to  move  on.  After 
thev  had  proceeded  about  three  miles,  the^  Ml  in 
witii  two  Indians  on  foot  who  threw  off  their  packs, 
and  the  brush  beinff  thick,  made  their  escape.  He 
then  asked  Colonel  Hardm  where  Captain  Faulk- 
ner was?  He  said,  he  was  lost,  and  then  sent  Ma- 
jor Fontaine  with  part  of  the  cavalry  in  search  of 
him,  and  moved  on  with  the  remainder  of  the 
troops.  That,  some  time  after,  he  informed  Colo- 
nel Hardin  a  gun  had1>een  fired  in  their  front,  which 
might  be  considered  as  an  alarm  gun,  and  that  he 
saw  where  a  horse  had  come  down  the  road,  and 
returned  again ;  but  the  Colonel  still  moved  on, 
giving  no  orders,  nor  making  any  arrangements  for 
an  attack.  That,  some  time  after,  he  discovered 
the  enemy's  fires  at  a  distance,  and  informed  the 
Colbnel,  who  replied,  that  they  would  not  toht, 
and  rode  in  fh>nt  of  the  advance,  until  Area  on 
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from  behind  the  fires;  when  he  the  Colonel  retreat- 
ed, and  with  him  all  the  militia  except  nine,  who 
continued  with  him,  and  were  instantly  killed, 
with  twenty-four  of  the  Federal  troops;  and  see- 
ing his  last  man  fall  and  being  surrounded  by  the 
savages,  he  threw  himself  into  a  thicket  and  re- 
mained there  three  hours  in  day-light;  during  that 
time  he  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  enemy 
pass  and  repass,  ana  conceived  their  numbers  did 
not  amount  to  one  hundred  men ;  that  some  were 
mounted,  others  armed  with  rifles,  and  the  advance 
with  tomahawks  only.  He  was  of  opinion  that  had 
Colonel  Trotter  jiroceeded  on  the  18th,  agreeably 
to  his  orders,  having  killed  the  enemy's  sentinels, 
they  would  have  surprised  their  camp  and  with 
ease  defeated  them,  or  had  Colonel  Hardin  ar- 
ranged his  troops,  or  made  any  military  disposi- 
tion on  the  19th,  that  they  would  have  sained  a 
victory ;  their  defeat  he  therefore  ascribed  to  two 
causes,  the  unofficer-like  conduct  of  Colonel  Har- 
din (who  he  believed  was  a  brave  man)  and  the 
cowardly  behaviour  of  the  militia;  many  of  them 
threw  down  their  arms  loadecL  and  he  believed 
that  none,  except  the  party  under  his  command, 
fired  a  gun.  What  he  saw  of  the  conduct  of  the 
militia  on  that  day,  and  what  he  felt  by  being  un- 
der the  command  of  a  man  who  wanted  miutary 
talents,  had  caused  him  to  determine,  that  he 
would  not  willingly  fight  with  the  one,  or  be 
commanded  by  the  other.  That  he  referred  the 
Court  to  the  Orderly  Book  which  pointed  out  the 
line  of  march,  encampment  and  battle. 

duestion  by  the  Court.  Are  you  clearly  of 
opinion  that  ir  the  militia  had  done  their  auty, 
they  were  folly  competent  to  have  defeated  the 
Indians  1 

Answer.  I  think  they  were  fully  so. 

duestion  by  the  Court.  According  to  your  ideas, 
as  an  officer  of  experience,  was  the  formation  and 
arrangement  of  the  different  corps  of  the  Army 
by  G^eneral  Harmar  at  the  commencement  of  the 
expedition  judicious  1 

Answer.  I  think  they  were. 

Question  by  the  Court.  Did  the  line  of  march 
appear  to  you  to  be  a  judicious  one,  calculated  for 
the  protection  of  the  Army  in  all  its  parts  1 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question  by  the  Court  Do  you  think  the  mode 
of  encampment  was  calculated  both  for  defence 
and  protection  1 

Answer.  As  much  so  as  any  one  that  could  pos- 
sibly be  adopted  ? 

Cluestion  by  the  Court  What  was  your  opinion 
of  the  General's  order  of  battle? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  a  judicious  one. 

Question  by  the  Court.  Do  you  think  that  the 
making  the  detachment  of  the  21st,  was  in  its  con- 
aequences  useful  to  the  return  of  the  Army  7 

Answer.  I  can  judge  from  circumstances  only; 
that  we  were  not  harassed  by  the  enemy  after- 
wards. 

duestion  by  the  Court.  Do  you  know  if  any 
detachment  was  made  lor  the  purpose  of  support- 
ing Major  Wyllys  1 

Answer.  As  soon  as  information  of  the  Major's 
misfortune  arrived  in  camp,  the  General  or^eved 


all  the  troops  under  arms,  but  whether  any  de- 
tachment was  made  from  them  or  not,  I  do  not 
know. 

Question  by  the  Court.  Do  you  suppose  that  if 
General  Harmar  had  ordered  the  Army  back,  the 
militia  would  have  gone  ? 

Answer.  I  am  of  opinion  that  if  a  serious  attack 
had  been  made,  in  fifteen  minutes  the  militia 
would  have  deserted  us  and  left  the  Federal  troops 
and  artillery  to  be  sacrificed. 

Question  by  General  Harmar.  Dojon  recollect 
the  proceedings  of  the  militia  at  Chilicothe  on  our 
return? 

Answer.  I  recollect  your  saying  to  Colonel 
Trotter  and  Major  M'Mullen,  that  you  would  post 
them  in  their  country  for  their  unsoldier-like  con- 
duct and  that  they  ouffht  to  be  hanged. 

Ensign  Shamburffh  t>eing  sworn, deposed:  That 
the  organization  of  Uie  Army  under  Gieneral  Har- 
mar was,  as  far  as  he  was  capable  of  judging  in 
military  afiairs,  exceedingly  well;  that  the  march, 
encampment,  and  order  of  battle  were  also,  in  his 
opinion^  very  well  planned;  that  he  was  not  capa- 
ble of  judgmg  of  the  motives  which  influenced 
the  detachmenu  of  the  14th,  19th,  and  21st  Octo- 
ber; but  it  was  his  opinion,  at  that  time,  that  the 
Greneral  was  apprehensive,  that  as  the  savages 
had  been  successUil  in  the  preceding  engagements, 
they  would  harass  his  Army  on  his  return;  in 
consequence  thereo£  he  ordered  the  party  com- 
manded by  Major  Wyllys  in  order  to  cneck  theoL 
which  he  believed  haa  its  effect;  he  recollected 
that  the  different  detachments  sent  out  were  nu- 
merous, and,  he  believed,  sufficient  to  fight  such 
number  of  Indians  as  were  then  together,  if  the 
commanding  officers  thereof  had  tB&si  more  pre- 
caution; he  bad  been  told  at  the  time  that  Muor 
Ray  was  ordered  to  support  Major  Wyllys,  but 
he  could  not  determine  whether  that  officer  had 
obeyed  his  orders.  He  observed,  that  the  loss  of 
so  many  pack-horses  was  owinf  to  the  neglect  of 
horsemasters,  notwithstanding  the  repeated  orders 
of  the  General  on  that  head;  it  appeared  to  him 
as  if  they  were  parties  concerned,  and  glad  to  lose 
their  horses,  b^use  they  had  a  very  great  ap- 

Sraisement  for  the  same.  He  observed  that  he  did 
uty  in  the  Ordnance  Department  at  that  time, 
and  had  fifty  pack-horses  under  his  direction, 
which  gave  lum  an  opportunity  to  know  the  neglir 
ffence  and  incapacity  of  both  horsemasters  and 
orivers. 

Question  by  General  Harmar.  Do  you  think 
after  the  last  detachment  was  made  under  Miyor 
Wyllys,  and  the  remains  of  his  party  returned  to 
camp,  that  the  militia  would  have  gone  back  if 
thev  nad  been  ordered  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question  by  the  Court.  Was  the  appearance  of 
the  militia,  after  the  action  of  the  21st,  orderly  or 
disorderly  ? 

Answer.  Very  disorderly. 

Question  by  the  Court  Was  there  any  paxticu- 
lar  cause  ascnbed,  that  you  heard  of,  for  their  dis- 
orderly conduct  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of,  the  militia,  both 
officers  and  men,  seemed  determined  to  go  oome, 
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and  said  frequently  that  ten  Federal  regiments 
shoold  not  keep  them. 

Question  by  the  Coort.  Did  you  observe  whe- 
ther the  militia  were  as  wdl  treated  as  the  Fede- 
ral troops? 

Answer.  Perfectly  the  same. 

Ensiffn  Gaines,  who  was  Captain  of  horse  in 
Qeneral  Harmar^  expedition,  being  sworn,  depos- 
ed :  That  on  the  expedition  he  was  almost  ererv 
erening  at  Qeneral  Harmar's  tent  until  the  34tn 
October,  when  he  was  detached  forward  to  Fort 
Washington,  and  that  during  the  whole  time  he 
did  not  see  CSeneral  Harmar  in  the  least  intoxicat- 
ed with  liquor,  but  that  cm  the  contrary  the  Ge- 
neral conducted  the  Army  in  a  manner  which,  in 
his  estimation,  did  him  great  honor.  He  furtner 
obterred,  that  he  had  served  on  a  number  of  expe- 
ditions affainst  the  savages,  undertaken  by  the 
militia  of  Kentucky,  and  that  he  never  saw  in  any 
of  them,  the  like  good  order  and  military  arrange- 
ment which  accompanied  General  Harmar's  expe- 
dition; he  also  observed,  that  the  people  in  Kentucky 
never  alleged  any  charge  against  General  Har- 
inar,  until  Colonel  John  Hardin  had  acquitted 
himself  before  a  Board  of  Inquiry  of  several 
charges  exhibited  a^inst  him.  respecting  his  con- 
duct on  that  expedition;  that  tne  populace  finding 
nothinff  they  could  say  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
Colond  would  be  believed,  levelled  their  malice 
at  General  Harmar.  He  dianot  conceive  that  any 
thing  would  have  been  said  against  the  G^eneral  in 
that  country,  if  a  Baptist  preacher's  son,  who  re- 
sides there,  had  not  been  whipped  in  the  Army  for 
disobedience  of  orders. 

duestion  by  the  Court.  I  think  you  say  you 
have  been  in  several  expeditions  a^^iinst  tne  In- 
dians ;  did  the  militia  who  were  with  General 
Harmar  conduct  better  or  worse  than  those  in 
other  expeditions? 

Answer.  Much  belter,  sir. 

Ctuestion  by  the  Court.  Was  you  in  the  action 
of  the  19th  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question  by  the  Court  Is  it  your  opinion,  that 
if  the  militia  had  been  properly  arranged  in  that 
action,  and  would  have  fouffht,  that  tney  would 
have  been  sufficient  to  have  defeated  the  Indians? 

Answer.  Yes;  for  it  appeared  to  me  that  the 
Indians  were  surprised ;  that  if  Colonel  Trotter  on 
the  preceding  day  had  not  returned,  he  most  cer- 
tainly must  have  been  in  their  camp,  and  complete- 
a  defeated  them ;  for  I  had  taken  two  of  their  spies 
e  day  before,  which  appeared  to  be  the  only  two 
they  had  out. 

Question  by  the  Court.  Do  you  think  that  if 
General  Harmar  had  ordered  the  Army  back,  alter 
the  action  of  the  21st,  that  the  militia  would  have 
gone? 

Answer.  They  would  not  have  gone  willingly. 
I  think  in  that  case  there  would  have  been  dan^r 
of  mutiny.  When  the  militia  of  Major  Wyllys' 
detachment  were  ordered  to  march,  they  appeared 
mwilling  to  go,  and  some  were  so  much  so  as 
to  cry. 

Ctuestion  by  the  Court  Is  it  your  opinion  that 
the  moYement  of  the  detaehment  muler  Major 


Wyllys  had  a  good  effect  in  securing  the  Army 
from  oeiag  attacked  and  harassed  on  its  return  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  had  a  very  food  effect 

duestion  by  the  Court.    Did  the  Indians  ever 
attack  you  afterwards? 

Answer.  Not  while  I  continued  with  the  Army. 

Captain  Asheton,  being  swtHu,  deposed :  That  < 
the  organization  of  General  Harmar's  Army  was  ^ 
a  source  of  trouble  and  difficulty,  arising  from 
disputes  among  the  militia  officers  for  precedency,  * 
but,  when  effected,  was  in  all  its  parts  systemati- 
cal ;  that  the  organization  of  the  Army,  the  orto 
of  march,  encampment,  and  battle,  when  duly 
considered,  cannot  fail  to  ndse  the  Greneral  in  the  * 
estimation  of  every  military  man.  That  it  had  been ) 
basely  reported  that  the  General  was  in  a  state  of 
intoxication  nearly  the  whole  of  the  campaign ; 
this  he  asserted  to  be  a  malicious  falsehooa ;  and 
he  averred  that  his  personal  conduct  during  that 
time  will  ever  do  him  honor.  He  said  the  motives' 
which  influenced  the  detachments  of  the  14tk 
19th,  and  21st  of  October,  could  only  be  accounte«' 
for  by  the  General  himself;  but  he  supposed  that 
the  detachment  under  Colonel  Hardin  was  sent  in' 
consequence  of  information  eained  from  a  prisoner' 
taken  on  the  morning  of  Uie  13th,  and  from  a- 
Frenchman  employed  as  a  guide,  vHio  reported 
that  it  was  something  more  than  half  a  day's  ride* 
fromajdace  called  the  French  Store  (at which- 
place  the  Army  encamped  the  night  of  the  13th): 
to  the  Maumee  villages.    This  detachment  waa 
supported  by  the  whote  Army,  and  moved  off  the 
ground  at  the  same  time  with  as  much  rapidity 
as  possible,  and  arrived  at  the  villages  on  the  17th. 
where  the  Army  encamped.    On  the  morning  w 
the  18th  I  mounted  guard  in  front  of  the  encamp- 
ment   In  the  course  of  that  day  I  was  informed* 
that  a  detachment  of  three  hundred  men  were  of-: 
dered  out  under  Colonel  Trotter,  with  three  days', 
provisions,  with  orders  to  scour  the  country ;  but 
they  returned  the  same  evening  to  camp^  without 
effecting  anything.    Colonel  Hardin,  disgusted  at 
the  conduct  of  Colonel  Trotter,  and  anxious  to 
retrieve  the  lost  honor  of  his  countrymen,  solicited 
the  same  command,  which  was  granted.     He- 
marched  on  the  morning  of  the  19th,  while  he- 
was  yet  on  guard,  and  was  defeated  the  same  day 
by  the  Indians.    He  could  not  say  what  influences 
the  General  to  send  out  a  detachment  on  the  21st' 
but  he  observed  that  the  Indians  were  flushed- 
with  success  in  the  action  of  the  19th.    That  it- 
had  become  necessary  to  ffive  them  a  sudden 
check,  in  order  to  prevent  uke  Army  from  being 
harassed  on  its  return ;  and  that,  if  this  was  the 
General's  intention,  he  was  fiilly  pursuaded  it  had 
its  desired  effect.  On  the  21st  the  Army  marched 
eight  miles  from  the  Maumee  villaffes^  on  its  re- 
turn.   Late  that  niffht  a  corps  of  three  hundred 
and  forty  militia  and  sixty  of  the  Federal  tro<»8, 
under  the  command  of  Major  Wyllys,  were  de- 
tached) that  they  might  gam  the  vicinity  of  the 
Maumee  villages  before  the  mornings  and  Surprise' 
any  Indians  who  might  be  found  there.    The  d^ 
tachment  marched  in  three  columns,  the  Federal' 
troops  in  the  centre,  at  the  head  of  which  he  was' 
posted,  with  Major  WyUys  and  Colonel  Hatdife 
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ia  lus.ifrMif ;  the  militia  fonaed  the  cdumns  to 
the  right  aad  kfu  From  flereral  delays,  occa- 
sioned hy  the  militia's  halting,  they  did  not  reach 
the  hanlLB  of  the  Omee  till  some  time  after  son- 
rise.  The  spies  then  discovered  the  enemy,  and 
r^NMTt^  to  Major  Wyllys,  who  halted  the  Federal 
tieppB,and  moved  the  militia  on  some  distance  in 
front,  where  he  gave  his  orders  and  plan  of  attack 
to  the  several  commandinj;  officers  of  corps  $  those 
orders  were  not  eomnuuiicated  to  him ;  that  Ma- 
jor Wyllys  reserved  the  command  of  the  Federal 
tsQOf^  to  himadf.  Major  Hall,  with  his  battalion, 
was.  directed  to  take  a  circuitous  route  round  the 
bend  of  the  Omee  river,  cross  the  Pickaway  Fort, 
(fit  St  Mary'«))whioh  brought  him  directly  in  the 
i«ar  of  the  enemy,  and  there  wait  until  the  attack 
should  commence  with  Bltgor  McAibiUen^s  batta- 
lioa,  Mi^or  Fontaine's  cavalry,  and  Mi^r  Wyl- 
lys with  the  Federal  tcoops,  who  all  crossed  the 
<teee  at  and  near  the  common  fording  plaoe. 
After  the  attack  eommeaced  the  troops  w^e  by 
nomeaas  to  separate,  but  were  to  embody,  or  the 
battalions  to  support  each  other  as  cincuoiBtances 
n^W9d.  From  Ihis  disiiosition  it  aiqieared  evi- 
dent that  it  was  the  intention  of  Major  Wyllys  to 
svrround  the  enemy ;  and  that  if  Colond  HalL 
wdho  had  Ained  his  ground  undiscovered,  had 
not  wantemy  disobeyed  his  orders,  by  firing  on  a 
smgle  Indiana,  ^e  auratise  must  nave  been  com- 
diete.,  The  Indians  then  fled  with  pracipilaiion, 
the  battalions  of  militia  pursuing  in  diflareat  di- 
raotioiis.  Major  Fontaine  made  a  charge  upon  a 
small  party  of  savages ;  he  fell  the  first  fire,  and 
hiB  troops  dispersed.  The  Federal  troops,  who 
weve  then  left  unsupported,  became  an  easy  sacsi- 
fiee  40  much  the  laigest  party  of  Indians  thwi  had 
beea  seea  that  di^.  It  was  his  oj^inion  that^the 
miafortunes  of  that  dav  were  owing  to  the  se^ 
paiation  of  troops  ana  disobedience  of  orders. 
Alker  the  Federal  troops  ware  defeated,  and  (he 
fiiinff  in  all  quarters  nearly  ceased.  Colonel  Hall 
and  Mi^or  MoMullen,  with  their  battalicms,  met 
in  the  town,  and,  after  dischanging,  cleaning,  and 
fteah  loading  their  arms,  which  took  up  about  half 
aa  hour,  proceeded  to  join  the  Army  unmolested. 
He  was  coavinced  that  the  detachiaent,  if  it  had 
beea  kept  embodied,  was  saficient  to  have  an- 
swaoed  the  fullest  expectations  of  the  General, 
and  needed  no  support ;  but  he  was  informed  that 
a  battalion  under  Major  Ray  was  ordered  out  for 
that  pdsrpose. 

(Question  by  the  Court.  Is  it  your  opinion  that, 
if  the  Qeneral  had  ordered  the  Army  back,  the 
militia  would  have  gone  ? 

itium&t.  I  do  not  think  they  would. 

Uautenant  Kersey,  being  sworn, deposed:  Tnat 
when  the  militia  arrived  at  Fort  Washington, 
they  were  formed  into  battalions  and  properly 
oifaaiaed.  He  knew  that  Cteneral  Harmar  had 
agreat  deal  of  difficulty  to  get  them  arranged; 
their  arms  and  accoutrements  were  in  very  bad 
oiAar.  He  wished  to  refer  the  Court  to  the  Ge- 
naf»l^  Orderly  Book  ibr  infonaatioa  rektive  to 
the  otdar  cf  march.  In  his  opinion  Ctenecal  Har- 
mat^  eoaduet  waa  uaiioiia,  steady,  and  sober. 
dMoag  the  whole  eapeditiop.    He  was  also  4m 


opinion  that  the  detachment  of  the  14th  was  im 
consequence  of  information  received  from  a  pci» 
Boner,  taken  the  mondng  before,  which  was,  tnat 
the.eaeaky  were  ranmng  away ;  and  the  detach- 
ment of  the  19th  was  to  gain  some  knowledge  of 
them,  and  the  detachment  of  the  31st  was  to  sar- 
prise  and  take  advantage  of  them ;  ^vHiioh^  in  his 
opinion,  would  have  happened  had  the  militia  at- 
tended to  the  directions  and  plan  laid  down  for  that 
enterprise.  He  observed  that  the  reduced  state  of 
the  pack-horses,  notwithstanding  every  attentioA 
was  paid  to  secure  and  keep  diem  in  good  eoodi-f 
tion,  rendered  it  impossible  lor  the  Asmy  to  take 
anyadvaatege  of  tbe  enemy.  The  militia  had 
proved  that  tney  were  not  to  be  d^ended  upon ; 
th^  dastardly  behaviour,  in  three  mstancea,  de- 
stroyed every  confidence  tae  Oaneral  had  in  thoM^ 
He  therefore  determiaed  ta  retara,  and  not  to 
hasard  another  engagement,  anless  Ae  enemy 
came  in  reaoh-of  the  main  body.  That  the  Armf 
took  up  the  march  to  return  to  Fort  Wadungton. 
and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  the  Cmeral 
kept  them  together  until  thffj  arrived  there. 

QiUestion  by  the  Court.  From  your  knowledga 
of  service  is  it  your  opinion  that  the  organisation 
of  the  Army  was  judusious  7 

Answer.  I  think  it  was. 

Q^uestion  by  the  Court  Do  you  think  that  all 
the  movements  of  the  Army  were  so  connected  as 
to  be  able  to  sustain  each  other  in  case  of  atfiKk 
hy  the  enemy  1 

Answer.  I  think  th^  were. 

Question  by  the  Court  Do  yon  think  that 
through  the  course  of  the  campaign  the  OummVs 
conduct  was  open  and  decisive  throughout  1 

Answer.  I  think  kt  was. 

Question  bv  the  Court  Was  the  oaadu<^  of  the- 
mUitta  tolerably  regular  on  their  adTaaee  towaiAi^ 
the  Maumee  towns? 

Answer.  It  was  more  re^jalar  than  it  was  on 
the  return ;  but  it  was  very  irr^fular. 

Question  by  the  Court  Do  you  siuipose  it  was 
necessary  to  make  the  detachment  of  the  Sllst,  in 
Older  to  prevent  the  Indians  hurassiag  the  Army 
cm  its  return? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was,  and  for  that  purpoae. 

Question  by  the  Court.  If  the  Qcmeral  had  or- 
dered the  Army  to  return  to  the  towns,  after  Ma- 
jor Wyllys'  miafortane,  would  the  militia  hare 
gone? 

Answer.  I  think  they  would  not;  they  would 
have  mutinied. 

Question  by  the  Court  Was  the  Army  harassed 
by  the  Indians  after  the  21st.  on  its  return  ? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knoi^edge ;  I  believe  there 
was  not  one  seen. 

The  Court  adjourned  to  meet  at  9  o'clock,  to-- 
morrow morning. 


rtM 


September  21. 


The  Court  met  according  to 

Miyor  Heart  was  swam,  aad  ^posed:  That 
General  HarmaHs  conduct  on  his  expedition  in 
October,  1790,  was  at  aU  times  saoady,  cahn,  and 
delibaiate,  and  was  always  attontiire  to  tba 
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|SB|[ements  and  applicfttiaDf  inade  to  bim,  «id  to 
the  infonDations  flnven,  as  far  as  came  under  his 
observatioB ;  that  he  was  often  at  his  quarters  and 
marched  in  front  of  the  right  column,  which  was 
generally  within  fifty  yards  of  him.    That  the 
organization  of  the  Armr  heing  published  in  the 
daily  orders,  would  speak  lor  itself;  he^  howeyer, 
9«rer.  hflgrd  an  indiTkbial  find  fMdt  with  it  dur^ 
ing  the  campaign,  or  point  out  anv  defects,  ex- 
cept in  the  commissary  and  pack4iorae  depart- 
meiits,  and  in  those  the  execution^  and  not  the 
arrangements  were  found  fault  with;  that  the 
order  of  march  was  in  three  columns,  covered 
with  front,  rear,  and  flank  guards,  which  order 
was  generally  preserred,  and  as  well  executed  as 
coula  be  expected  with  a  oody  composed  mostly  of 
militia,  and  embarrassed  with  pack-horses;  that 
tne  encampment  was  in  a  square  with  the  bac;- 
g^ge,  horsey  cattle,  and  stores  in  centre ;  guards 
were  posted  in  such  manner  as  to  form  a  Que  of 
seiatries  round  the  whdie,  field  officers  appointed 
to  dispose  those  guards,  and  to  see  duty  well  done,, 
luid  tney  were  so  disposed  as  to  prevent  surprise^ 
9Xid  had  the  horse  department  followed  orders, 
would  have  secti^ed  the  liorses ;  as  they  had  not 
occasion  to  foi;m  the  line  of  battle,  he  could  not 
determine  how  it  would  have  been  executed,  but 
it  HAS  aimple,  easy,  to  be  understood,  .and  umver- 
aally  approYed.    with  respeet  to  making  the  4e- 
tachnaents,  he  had  jaever  beien  in  council,  and  cowld 
onlr  .assign  such  motives  as  offered  thiemaelves 
at  tne  time  from  a  concurrence  of  circumstances. 
The  detachment  of  the  14lh,  he  presumed,  at  that 
time,  was  made  in  consequence  lof  information  ob- 
tained from  a  prisoner,  that  the  Indians  were  con- 
fused and  distracted  in  their  councils^  and  was  de- 
signed to  surprise  them,  prevent  their  ccmcerting 
measures  to  unite,  and  attack  them,  and  not  give 
them  time  to  secure  their  provisions  and  property, 
and  that  the  desired  effect  was  answered,  so  tar  as 
to  prevent  their  securing  so  much  as  they  would 
otherwise  have  done.  T^e  whole  Army  was  put  in 
motion  the  moment  the  detachment  moved  off*, 
and  followed  with  as  much  rapidity  as  artillery 
and  stores  would  admit  x}f,  to  support  the  detach- 
ment ;  that  the  detachment  of  the  19th  was  made 
in  consequence  of  repeated  information  of  having 
discovered  a  trail  or  men,  women,  and  children, 
and  on  the  fullest  assurance,  as  he  was  then  in- 
fonned,  that  the  detachment  was  adequate  for  at- 
tacking the  party  they  were  in  quest  of.    A  corpi 
de  reserve  was  ordered,  but  never  came  up ;  it  was 
dark  oefore  information  was  brought  to  the  Gene- 
ral that  the  party  were  defeated,  and  a  support 
could  not  be  sent  that  night ;  a  detachment  was 
ordered  to  march  next  morning,  but  for  what  pur- 
pose he  could  not  say.    The  detachment  of  the 
ilst,  he  had  every  reason  to  believe,  was  made  on 
the  general  svstem,  viz :  to  find  the  enemy,  and 
give  them  a  cneck,>  to  prevent  their  attacking  and 
naraiwing  ^e  Army  on  the  retreat,  and  on  that 
principle  the  detaching  was  mevtMtble ;  he  did 
not  know  that  aiiy  support  was  ordered;  he  was 
on  the  left,  but  he  knew  that  the  greater  part  of 
the  detachment  came  in  very  soon  after  the  intel- 
lig9lioe<tf  the  defeat  was  brought,  and  it  was  too 


late  lor  giving  any  amatanc^  He,dida0t«v|^t 
that  the  General  would  make  a  detachment  to 
support  them,  after  the  repeated  proofs  that  the 
muitia  would  not  stand,  and  he  presumed  the  situa- 
tion of  the  horses  would  not  snimit  of  returning 
with  the  Army.  He  supposed  the  detachment 
calculated  to  cover  itself,  and  doubtless  would  hare 
happily  succeeded,  had  the  right  and  left  colmnfts 
obeyed  the  orders  which  it  is  said  Major  Wyl^ 
had  given.  He  knew  of  no  one  circumstance  in  ine- 
General's  conduct  during  the  expedition,  iddch. 
ought  to  injure  his  reputation ;  and,  thoiigh  the 
misfortunes  of  the  21st  were  to  be  lamented,  yet 
he  believed  the  salvation  of  tho  remainder  or  the 
Army,  the  baggage,  and  stores,  were  due  only  to 
the  making  iSkt  dcStoehment 

idnestion  by  the  Cpurt  On  the  arrival  joi  ijhe 
troops  in  o«mp,  who  were  defeated  on  t;he  21st,  do 
you  think;  from  the  state  of  mind  the  militia  were 
m,  that,  if  the  General  had  ordered  the  Army 
back,  the  militia  would  liave  gone  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  would  or 
not;  but,  if  they  had  gone,  and  not  having  any 

Elace  to.relr^t  v^,,I  lam  jof  opinion  they  would 
ave  fied  as  soon  as  they  were, attacked,  aj^i  have 
left  the  Federal  troops  to  be  sacrificed. 

The  Court  then  a4)ounied  to  to^poonDOwmom- 
ing,  at  9  o'clock. 

SiPTaMMB  281 

The  Court  having  met  aeeonting  to  adjourn- 
ment, directed  the  Recorder  to  write  the  fdlowing 
letter  to  his  Bxcelleney  General  St  Ckir: 

FoBT  Washington,  September  22, 1791. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  Court  of  Inquirv  now 
sitting  in  this  place,  to  inform  your  ExoeUency 
that  Uie  Court  have  gone  through  the  e^iaminar 
tion  of  all  the  witnesses  that  have  been  adduced, 
and  that  those  from  Kentucky,  who  were  rtferjred 
to  in  your  Excellency's  letter  to  the  President  of 
the  Court,  have  not  appeared.  The  Conrt  ^re 
now  ready  tocloee  their  proceedings,  unless  yoiu 
Bxceilenoy  has  information  of  any  further  evi- 
dence being  ready,  of  which  the  Court  beg  to  bo 
informed* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  most  perfect 
respect,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

WINSLOW  WARJIEN. 

Recorder  to  the  Court. 

To  Hb  Ezodlency  General  St.  Clair. 

To  which  letter,  his  Excellency  General  St. 
Clair  sent  die  following  answer : 

Fort  Washungton,  September  22, 1791. 

Sin:  You  will  p&ease  to  inform  the  Court  that 
I  know  of  no  evidences  here,  other  than  those  that 
have  been  before  them,  and  that  it  is  not  probaUo 
thoee  feom  Kentucky  will  come  forward.  I  therih 
fore  see  no  reason  why  the  proceedings  ahoidd 
not  be  closed. 

I  am,  sir,  your  vary  humble  servant, 

ARTHUR  St.  CLAIR. 

Mr.  WAnnw, 
Recariderto  the  .Court  of  inquiry. 
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Boon  Mhtff  the  fbUowing  leucr  mm  reeetred: 

September  22, 1791. 

8iR :  Since  I  wrote  to  you  a  moment  ago,  I 
hare  been  infonned  that  it  u  probable  more  testi- 
mony will  be  offered  to  the  Court  in  the  coarse  of 
this  day.  If  the  Court,  then,  have  not  already 
closed  their  proceeding  I  wish  they  would  be 
pleased  to  dder  it  until  to-morrow  morning,  of 
which  plaase  to  inform  them. 

I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

A.  St.  CLAIR. 

Mr.  WAaasN. 

To  which  the  following  answer  was  returned : 

Fort  WAaHiiiaTON,  September  22, 1791. 

Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  President  of  the 
Court  of  Inquiry  to  inform  your  Excellency  that, 
in  consequence  of  the  last  letter  with  idiicfa  you 
were  pleased  to  honor  them,  they  hare  adjourned 
to  meet  to-morrow,  at  9  o'clock/a.  m. 

I  ha?e  the  honor  to  be,  your  Excellency's  most 
obedient  serrant, 

WINSLOW  WARREN. 

His  Excellency  General  St.  Clair. 

The  Court  then  adjourned  to  September  23d,  9 
o'clock,  a.  m. 

Srptbmbbr  23. 

The  Court  met  according  to  adjournment ;  and, 
10  Airther  evidences  appearing,  came  to  a  resolu- 
tion to  close  their  proceedings. 

The  Court,  having  deliberately  considered  the 
tridence  before  them  separately  and  aggregately, 
are  unanimous  in  the  foUowing  opinion : 

1st.  That  the  personal  conduct  of  the  said  Bri- 
gadier General  Harmar  was  irreproachable. 

2d.  That  the  orffanixation  of  the  Army  was  cal- 
culated to  support  harmony,  and  give  mutual  con- 
fidence to  the  several  parts. 

3d.  That  the  order  of  march  (a  copy  of  which 
it  annexed  to  these  proceedings)  was  perfectly 
adapted  to  the  country  through  which  the  Army 
had  to  pass. 

4th.  That  the  order  of  encampment  and  battle 
(plans  of  which  are  also  subjoined)  were  judi- 
eious,  and  well  calculated  to  give  security  to  the 
oama  energy  to  the  troops  in  case  of  attack,  and 
•imme  in  its  execution. 

5th.  That  there  were  just  reasons  for  the  de- 
taehmenu  of  the  Uth  and  19th  of  October ;  that 
the  detachment  of  the  21st  was  made  on  good 

Sinciples,  and  had  the  designed  effect  of  securing 
t  return  of  the  Army,  and  preventing  the  enemy 
ftom  harassing  their  rear:  that  the  General  had 
onitr^d  sttjnport  for  the  said  detachment  in  timci, 
hut  that  his  orders  were  not  pn^pwhr  executed: 
Rftd  that  the  oonduet  of  the  said  fingadier  General 
Joeiah  Harmar  menu  high  approbatioQ* 
RICHARD  BUTLER, 

.^k^or  Qemer^PrmidemL 

Attest:  WiNsLow  WiRRaif, 

Jncwmi  to  the  C^tart» 


[Here  follow  Diagrams  of  the  order  of  battle.  | 

The  depositions  Nos.  1.  2,  3.  and  4,  have  been 
handed  in,  and  read  to  the  Court  They  have 
thought  proper  to  subjoin  them  to  their  proceed- 
ings, for  your  Excellency's  information. 

No.  1. 

Territory  of  the  United  Statee  Northweei  {fihe 

River  Ohio. 

Cfaleb  Worlcy,  of  the  county  of  Fayette,  in  the 
District  of  Kentucky,  Lieutenant  in  Colonel  Pa- 
terson's  Battalion  oi  Kentucky  Militia,  maketh 
oath,  and  saith :  That  this  deponent  served  as 
Lieutenant  in  a  Battalion  of  Kentucky  Militia, 
commanded  by  Major  McMijdlen,  on  the  late  ex- 
pedition undertaken  a^nst  the  savages  of  the 
Omee  towns  \  and  that  ne,  this  deponent,  had  very 
freouent  opportunities  of  seeing  and  conversing 
with  Brigaoier  General  Harmar,  who  commandea 
the  whole  forces  so  employed.  And  this  deponent 
saith,  that  he  never  did,  to  the  best  of  his  niow- 
ledge^  see  the  said  General  Harmar  in  a  state  of 
intoxication,  nor  wanting  in  that  duty  and  atten- 
tion which  ne  owed  to  the  safety  and  order  of  the 
troops  under  his  command.  And  further  saith  not. 

C.  WORLEY. 

Sworn  the  5th  day  of  May,  1791,  at  Cincianati, 
in  the  county  of  Hamilton,  before  m^  George 
Turner,  one  of  the  Judges  in  and  over  the  Terri- 
tory aforesaid.  G.  TURNER. 

No.  2. 

Territory  of  the  United  States  NnihweH  if  the 

River  Ohio. 

John  Thorp,  Superintendent  of  Artificers  in  the 
Army  of  the  United  States  now  serving  at  Port 
Washington,  in  the  county  of  Hamilton,  maketh 
oath  and  saith:   That  he,  this  deponent,  com- 
manded the  Corps  of  Pioneers  on  the  late  expedi- 
tion against  the  Omee  towns,  under  the  command 
of  Brigadier  General  Josiah  Harmar;  that,  during 
the  whole  march  of  the  forces  so  under  the  »id 
General  Harmar's  command,  both  advancing  and 
returning,  it  appeared  to  hiin^  this  deponent,  that 
the  said  Uenend  conducted  himself  in  a  r€«;ular 
and  truly  military  manner ;  that  the  GeneraPs  de- 
portment was  on  all  occasions  no  less  regular,  be- 
coming, and  military^  while  in  camp,  than  on  the 
march,  to  the  best  of  this  deponent's  knowledge 
and  belief;  and  that,  although  it  was  a  part  of  tOs 
deponent's  duty  to  attend  per:M)nal]y  on  the  Gene- 
ral early  every  morning,  and  abo  at  the  encamp- 
ment every  night,  yet  he,  this  deponent,  does  not 
remember  that  he  ever  perceived  the  said  General 
Harmar  in  a  state  of  intoxication  during  the  whole 
expedition,  but,  on  the  contrary,  verily  believes  that 
the   said  General  Harmar's  conduct  throughout 
the  expedition^  was  mariied  with  great  s^riety 
and  eminent  vigilance.  JOHN  THORP. 

Swon  at  Port  Washington  afbeesaid,  the  a7tk 
day  of  April  in  the  year  of  oar  Lord  1791,  before 
me,  oae  of  the  Jadges  in  and  over  the  Tenitoiy 
aJofesaid. 

O.  TURNER. 
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No.  8. 

Dsrritory  of  the  United  States  Northwest  of  the 

River  OhdOj  ss : 

William  Wells.  Esq.,  of  the  North  Bend,  in  the 
county  of  Hamilton,  one  of  the  Judg^es  of  the 
Common  Pleas  held  in  and  for  the  said  county, 
and  superintendent  of  commissary's  stores  during 
the  late  expedition  against  the  Omee  savages, 
being  dnl^  sworn,  maJceth  oath,  and  saith  asTol- 
lows,  that  is  to  sav :  First,  this  deponent  saith  that 
the  auties  of  his  late  anointment  as  superintend- 
ent, aforesaid,  required  nim  to  be  about  the  person 
of  the  General  commanding  the  troops  on  that 
expedition  every  morning  and  night  and  that  the 
said  Commanding  Greneial  ( Josiah  Harmar,  Esq.,) 
uniformly  appeared  to  him  (this  deponent)  in  a 
state  of  sobriety,  competent  to  the  transaction  of 
any  business  pertaining  to  his  station.  And  fur- 
ther this  deponent  saith  not. 

WILUAM  WELLS. 

Sworn  at  Cincinnati,  in  the  county  of  Hamil- 
ton, and  Territory  aforesaid,  this  19th  day  of  May, 
1791,  before  me,  G^eorge  Turner,  Esq.,  one  of  the 
Judges  in  and  over  the  said  Territory. 

No.  4. 

The  affidavit  of  Colonel  John  Hardin,  taken  in 
consequence  of  a  Court  of  Inquiry,  to  be  held  at 
Fort  Washington,  respecting  the  conduct  of  Briga- 
dier General  Hannar  on  the  expedition  against 
the  Maumee  towns,  in  October,  1790. 

This  deponent,  being  first  sworn,  depoeeth  and 
saith:  That,  on  his  arrival  with  the  Kentucky 
militia  at  the  mouth  of  Licking,  he  commenced 
an  acquaintance  with  G^eral  Hannar;  found, 
from  ms  conversation,  that  he  had  the  good  of  his 
country  and  the  expedition  very  much  at  heart ; 
business  was  carried  on  regularly,  and  with  as 
much  expedition  as  the  nature  of  the  case  would 
admit.  About  the  1st  of  October  we  proceeded 
on  our  march ;  after  the  line  of  march  was  formed 
the  General  issued  his  orders  regularly,  and  ob- 
served very  strictly  that  they  were  executed ;  on 
our  march  there  was  an  Indian  prisoner  taken, 
who  gave  information  that  the  Indians  and  French 
were  repairing  the  Old  Fort  at  the  Maumee  town, 
and  that  the  uidians  were  not  likely  to  get  any  of 
the  neighboring  tribes  to  join  them ;  Uus  prisoner 
also  informed  us  thejr  did  not  know  that  General 
Harmar  had  any  artillery.  After  receiving  this 
informaticm  the  General  and  this  deponent  con- 
sulted upon  the  matter,  and  it  was  agreed  to  de- 
tach six  hundred  men,  leaving  all  uieir  heavy 
baggage,  and  march  rapidly  to  the  towns,  hoping 
that  the  enemy  would  fly  to  their  fort,  provided 
the  artillery  was  not  discovered,  and  that  six  hun- 
dred, rank  and  file,  would  be  suflicient  to  keep 
them  in  their  fort  until  General  Harmar  arrived 
with  the  artillery  and  balance  of  the  Armv.  Ac- 
cordingly, when  the  General  was  informed  by  the 
guides  that  they  were  within  thirty  or  thirty-five 
miles  of  the  towns,  there  was  a  detachment  ordered 
to  make  ready  with  all  possible  expedition ;  those 
(ffders  were  so  pleasing  to  the  officers  that  they 
disputed  who  should  go,  and  some  cast  lots  in  I 


order  to  settle  the  dispiile }  this  deponent,  being 
honored  with  the  command,  left  the  General  with' 
his  detachment,  and  saw  him  no  more  until  he 
arrived  at  the  Maumee  village,  which  he  thinks 
was  about  three  or  four  days  after  he  left  him, 
during  which  time  he  heard  no  complaints  of  Ge* 
neral  Harmar.    After  the  General's  arrival  at  the 
Maumee  village,  and  the  Indians  all  fled,  he  ex- 
pressed a  very  great  desire  to  make  his  route  by 
the  Wea  town,  on  the  Wabash ;  for  this  pur- 
pose there  was  a  council  ordered  to  be  held ;  but. 
Defore  the  council  met,  finding  the  Indians  had 
stolen,  the  night  before,  a  number  of  pack-horses 
and  some  of  the  light-horemen's  horses,  there  was 
a  stop  put  to  the  Imsiness,  and  the  thoughts  of  the 
route  by  the  Wea  towns  laid  aside.    There  was 
an  old  Frttich  captive  that  was  taken  informed  us 
the  Indians  wore  scattered  in  the  woods,  and  were 
not  able  by  any  means  to  fight  us,  and  that  tkej 
had  not  got  any  assistance  from  other  tribes;  this 
induced  this  deponent  to  solicit  the  General  for  a 
command  of  about  three  or  four  hundred  men,  to 
range  the  woods  for  ten  or  twelve  miles,  wluoh 
he  granted,  and  ordered  the  three  hundred  men 
to  be  furnished  with  three  days^provisions ;  these 
orders  were  as  pleasing  to  the  officers  and  soldiers- 
as  the  former;  Cdonel  Trotter  insisted  he  had 
been  promised  a  command ;  and.  as  it  appeared 
this  would  be  productive  of  sometning  very  clever, 
he  wished  to  be  indulged  with  the  command  of 
the  detachment  then   ordered  out,  which  was 
granted  by  the  General,  this  deponent  consenting, 
thereto.    Colonel  Trotter  marched  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  18th  October,  equipped  for  a  tour  of 
two  or  three  days,  in  order  to  hunt  up  Indian 
camps;  he  retumea  on  the  evening  of  tne  same 
day,  at  the  time  the  General  and  the  deponent 
were  about  fixing  the  guards,  in  order  to  capture, 
any  of  the  enemy  that  might  come  to  steal  horses; 
The  General  appeared  much  displeased  with  the 
conduct  of  Colonel  Trotter,  and  ordered  the  same' 
party  out  again  that  evening,  and  for  this  deponent 
to  go  next  morning  and  take  charge  of  them.  This 
deponent,  agreeaUy  to  the  orders  given,  collected 
what  he  could  of  the  party  next  morning ;  and, 
Bitet  proceeding  about  ten  miles,  fell  in  vrith  a 
party  of  Indians,  who  began  a  rery  brisk  fire  on 
the  detachment,  who   retired  without   making 
but  very  little  resistance,  notwithstanding  all  ex- 
ertions to  prevent  them.    This  deponent,  when, 
he  returned  to  camp,  informed  the  General  what 
had  Imppened ;  that  it  was  owing  to  the  cowardly 
behaviour  of  the  militia,  and  insisted  on  another 
partv  being  sent  to  the  battle-ground.    The  Ge^ 
nerai  informed  this  deponent  he  would  let  him 
know  in  the  morning.    Accordingly  he  told  him 
that  he  had  not  competed  the  object  that  he  was 
ordered  to  do,  and  that  if  anything  should  happen 
to  prevent  him,  he  should  be  reflected  on,  as  he  had 
been  in  the  possession  of  the  towns  so  long,  and 
had  not  destroyed  them,  that  he  would  first  give 
orders  for  that  purpose,  and  then  he  would  be  better 
able  to  judge  what  was  best  to  be  done.    On  the 
morning  of  Sie  20th  orders  were  given  for  destroy- 
ing the  towns,  which  was  executed  according. 
At  thii  time  the  men  appeared  more  timid  thanbe- 
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tee  C  tke  General  told  tlut  deponent- he  thonght  it 
womd  not  ansfwer  a  good  purpose  to  go  to  tke  rattk- 
noniHL  as  the  spirits  of  diemen  appeared  to  berery 
WW  at  hearing  of  so  many  men  oeing  killed,  and 
that  tke  sisht  of  the  mangled  bodies  would  make 
them  mnch  more  so;  and  the  Indians,  if  not  abk 
to  fight  OS,  woold  be  gone :  and  that  he  should 
inye  orders  to  take  np  the  line  of  march  to  Fort 
Washington.  Aecordingly,  on  the  morning  of  the 
21st,  we  left  the  towns  and  began  our  mwrch  for 
tke  mouth  Of  Licking,  in  about  eight  or  nine 
mtks  encamped.  The  night  being  Tery  clear,  and 
the  moon  giving  Hght,  this  deponent  informea  the 
Gcseral  that  he  tEoiight  it  would  be  a  good  op*> 
mtunity  to  steal  a  march  on  the  Indians,  as  he 
Wd  reason  to  belteye  they  returned  to  die  towns 
as  toon  as  they  knew  tke  Army  had  left  it 
The  Geneml  did  not  appear  fond  of  sending  a 
party  back,  but  this  deponent  urged  tke  matter, 
mfirming  the  Qeneval  tkat,as  he  kad  been  un- 
fbrtonate  tke  other  day,  ke  wished  to  have  it  in 
his  power  to  pick  tke  militia  and  try  it  again; 
and  at  the  same  time  endeavored  to  account  for 
tke  men's  not  fi|^ting,and  destscd  an  opportunity 
to  retricTe  tke  credit  of  the  militia ;  the  General 
appeared  aat  to  ke  of  opinion  the  enemy  wwold 
mtnm  so  men,  but  told  this  deponent  ke  miffkt 
triDB  about  one  hundred  men  and  go  back;  Uiis 
deponent  replied  ke  did  net  wish  to  go  bask  willi 
len  tkan  five  or  six  hundred  men ;  the  General 
Miiw  i  led  that  tke  troops  were  Tery  moek  iirtigued, 
and  that  it  would  not  answer  any  TaluaUie  pur- 
paoe  to  send  so  niany  men ;  this  deponent  »en 
left  tke  Generil ;  in  about  half  an  kour  he  was 
sent  for,  when  the  General  informed  him  that  ke 
inioided  to  send  Major  WyUys  back  with  all  the 
Fedeml  troops  that  could  be  ^red,sayine,  >at  tke 
same  time,  tney  were  tke  men  that  woiud  stand 
te  the  work,  and  that  he  wanted  about  one  hun- 
dred of  onr  best  militia.  After  some  eonrersa- 
tioB  between  the  General  and  this  deponent,  the 
ktler  went  to  Major  WyUys  and  told  him  he  did 
not  like  his  foing  back  with  so  few  men;  the 
Major,  also  thmking  the  number  too  few.  wuked 
this  deponent  to  9fmk  to  the  General  on  the  sub- 
jec^  which  was  done.  Major  McMullea  and 
Major  Hall  ware  then  ;ient  for,  and  tke  design 
made  known  to  them ;  they  both  appeared  well 
pleased  wick  tke  affiur;  it  was  then  proposed  wkat 
Mwnber  of  men  would  be  sufficiodt.  this  deponent 
leeommendinff  from  four  to  six  nimdred ;  they 
both  concluded  tkat  four  hundred  men  were  fully 
nffieient.  The  General  aeemed  perfectly  satis- 
fied tkat  any  number  of  troops  that  were  thought 
adequate  to  the  purpose  should  be  ordered ;  ac- 
ooffdm^y,  four  hundred  men,  consisting  of  sixty 
legulafs,  three  hundred  foot  militia,  and  forty 
kefaemen,  rank  and  file,  properly  offiemd,  were 
eadered  to  be  ready  to  maien  at  midnigkt;  this 
iraonent  was  honored  with  the  command  of  the 
■imia. 

The  troops  marched  agreeably  to  orders  about 
two  oV^ock,  and  after  proceeding  to  tke  towns  tkey 
fell  in  with  aparty  of  Indians,  (a  tattle  ensued,  tl^ 
resnh  of  which  is  generatty  Known ;)  as  they  re- 
turned, about  one  nod  a  hatt  miles  before  we  got 


to  camp.  This  deponent  sent  a  horseman  forward 
to  inform  the  G^ieral  what  was  dom^  and  very 
shortly  after  he  had  despatched  this  horesman,  met 
Major  Ray^  with  about  thirty  me^,  who  informed 
him  there  had  come  a  horseman  into  camp,  and 
had  acquainted  die  General  that  the  party  was 
nearly  all  cut  offj  that  the  General  had  sent  him  with 
what  men  he  could  pi  out  of  the  militia  to  meet 
what  had  escaped  of  the  detachment,  that  those 
widi  him  were  all  that  would  turn  out :  this  depo- 
nent informed  the  Major  otherwise,  and  requested 
him  to  wait  until  Major  M'Mullen,  Major  Hall, 
and  Afojor  Ormsby  should  come  up,  that  ^ey  were 
but  a  sm^l  distance  behindL  and  he  would  go  for- 
ward to  the  Gtoeral.  *Wnen  this  depon^t  ar- 
rired  at  camp  and  informed  the  Cteneral  what  was 
done,  he  appeared  to  be  well  satisfied ;  he  also 
asked  the  General  if  he  would  not  send  back  an- 
other puty  to  keep  possession  of  the  battle  ground? 
he  replied,  he  would  not  diyide  his  Army  any 
more,  when  this  deponent  insisted  on  the  whole 
Army's  marching  back,  no  person  beiji^  Ff^^ 
excq>t  the  General,  Major  i)oughty,  and  this  de^ 
ponent :  the  Goieral  answered,  Toa  see  the  situ- 
ation of  the  Army,  we  are  now  aeareely  lUe  to 
more  our  baggage,  it  will  take  up  three  days  to  go 
and  return  to  this  place,  we  haye  no  more  forage 
for  our  horses,  and  if  the  Indians  intend  tooettcct, 
which  he  apprehended  they  would,  from  tkeir  sno- 
eeas  on  the  19th,  it  wonld  gire  tkem  a  creat  op- 
portunity ;  that  ttiey  had  got  a  yery  good  acouu^ 
mg,  and  he  would  keep  tke  Army  in  perfect  rea£- 
neas  to  leeeiye  tkem,  snonld  they  thmk  proper  to 
folkw:  and  finally  ecmduded  duit  under  the  pre- 
sent circumstances,  it  was  best  to  moye  forwasd 
to  F<»t  WasiungtoQ,  and  if  the  Indians  did  follow^ 
he  would  make  eyery  exertion  m  his  power  to  de- 
feat their  intentions;  Major  Doughty  a^q^ieared 
perfectly  to  aeree  with  the  €}«Mral  m  opinion. 
The  bounds  of  the  camp  w^e  made  less ;  tne  Ar- 
my continued  at  the  «ame  camp  undl  next  mom- 
mfx  orders  were  giyen  to  march  at  the  usual  hour, 
which  was  «ight  o'clock ;  during  this  time  this 
deponent  neyer  heard  any  persen  eraress  a  desire 
to  go  back  to  the  towns,  except  two  soldiers  of  Bla* 
jor  Ray 's  party,  by  tke  names  of  Miller  and  Hask- 
mond  Next  nvorning,  at  the  hour  appointed  to 
march,  tke  General  moyed  with  tke  front  of  the 
Army,  and  halted  at  a  yery  small  distance,  Utt^s 
not  beiDg  ready  for  all  the  wounded.  This  depo- 
nent, with  the  rear  guard,  and  many  others,  did  not 
leave  the  camp  unm  ten  o'clock,  wnen  they  moyed 
on  and  joined  the  Amy;  the  whole  then  pro- 
ceeded on  towards  Fort  Washington,  with  asmaeh 
regularity  as  was  obserred  in  ffoing  out,  unlil  we 
came  to  the  old  Chilicothe  on  little  Miami,  when 
a  number  of  militia,  contrary  to  orders,  fired  off 
their  guns.  This  deponent  endeayored  to  put  a 
stop  to  such  disorderly  behayiour ;  and  command- 
ed that  those  ofienders  that  could  be  taken  shouU 
be  punished  agreeably  to  general  Qrda:s,  and  hnv* 
ing  caught  a  soldier  himself  in  the  yery  act  of 
firag  his  ffnn,  CHrdered  a  file  of  men  to  take  him 
immediately  and  carry  him  to  the  six-pounder, 
and  for  the  diwnmer  to  tie  him  up  and  grr« 
him  six  lashes.    This  deponent  was  shortly  after 
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met  by  Colonel  Trotter  and  M^jor  Mldullen^aod 
a  numoer  of  militia  soldiers,  who  in  an  abrupt  man- 
ner asked  him  by  what  authority  he  ordered  that 
soldieur  whipped?  he  replied,  in  support  of  general 
orders ;  on  which  a  very  warm  dispute  ensued  be- 
tween Ck>loner  Trotter,  Major  M'Mullen.  and  this 
deponent.  The  Genend,  being  informea  of  what 
had  happened  came  forward  and  gave  Colonel 
Trotler  and  Ma|or  M4l«Uea  a  Tery  severe  repri- 
iiMuid,.oidered  toe  Federal  troops  to  pacadcL  and  the 
drummer  to  do  his  duty,  swearijig  he  would  risk  hia 
life  in  support  of  his  orders.  The  man  receiyed 
thenumfer  of  lashea  ordered,  and  several  that  were 
oonfined  weoe  set  «t  lU^erty ;  numbers  of  the  militk 
seemed  much  pleased  with  what  was  done.-  This 
intended  mutmy  being  soon  quasked^^  the  Army 
moeeeded  in  good  <Nrder  to  Fort  Washinffton. 
When  the  Anany  anrred  at  the  mouth  of  Liekiog^ 
the  deneral  informed  this  deponent  he  had  deleft 
mined  to  arrest  some  of  the  militia  officers  for  their 
bad  conduct,  and  send  them  home  with  dismae ; 
but  thia  deponent  opposed  hb  intention,  alleging 
that  it  would  be  a  disgiaoe  to  the  whole  miCtia, 
tiuKt  he  would  perhaps  stand  in  need  of  their  assist- 
ance oasome  future  oeeasion,and  it  would  aouz  their 
minds  aad  aause  them  to  turn  out  with  leluetanee, 
mid  tktt  his  discharging  them  generally  with  hoaar, 
peoEhaps  would  answer  abetter  purpose ;  the  Gene- 
val  readily  iaduked  the  request  of  this  deponent 
This  deponent  further  obserres,  that  during  the 
^mditicm  he  never  heard  <^cer  nor  sddier  find 
mut,  or  give  the  most  distant  hint  of  being  db- 
pleased  with  the  General's  conduct  in  any  respect^ 
nor  eharge  him  with  cowardice  or  drunkenness, 
and  expected  the  General  had  giv^n.geneml  satis- 
faction :  and  what  more  confirmed  his  opinion,  was 
after  their  arrival  at  Fort  Washington,  the  Gene- 
ral inviied  aU  thefiald  and  eome  other  «ftoprs  to 
dine  with  him,  amonpt  whom  was  Colonel  Trot- 
ter, Major  Dought)[,  Major  Hall,  and  Major  Mc- 
MuDen.  Dinner  being  over,  vnne  was  introduced; 
the  General  stemnn^  eut  en  some  ^iceaaion.  Major 
Hdl,mpeBed  «rinkiBg  his  health,  it  was  tmani- 
mously  u^eed  to,  and  with  as  muoii'oheedtdBess 
as  any  other  health  that  was  proposed.  This  depo- 
nent continued  at  Fort  Washington  a  few  days  after, 
and  never  heard  any  person  speak  a  disrepectful 
word  of  G^eneral  Harmar,  or  find  fault  in  the  least 
with  his  conduct  whilst  on  the  eu>edition.  When 
this  deponent  returned  home  in  Kentucky,  hearing 
sach  reports  respecting  the  expedition,  was  much 
amazedC  but  concluded  it  arose  from  a  want  of 
knowledfi^  and  proper  information,  or  from  preju- 
dice. This  deponent  further  saith,  that  he  looked 
on  General  Harmar  to  be  a  very  teave  and  experi- 
enced officer.    And  further  saith  not 

JOHN  HARDIN. 

Nelson,  m. 

This  day  came  Colonel  John  Hardin  before  me, 
a  Justice  m  the  Peace  for  said  county,  and  made 
oath,  that  the  above  affidavit  was  just  and  true  to 
the  best  of  his  knowledge,  and  subscribed  his  name 
in  my  presence.  Given  under  my  hand,  Uus  four- 
teenth day  of  September,  1791. 

JOHN  CAJUDWSLL. 


I. have  read  the  above  affidavit,  and  yrhax  comes 
within  my  knowledge  of  it,  I  know  to  be  true,  uid 
the  rest  1  believe  to  Ee  true.  Given  under  my  hand, 
this  fifteenth  of  September,  1791. 

STEPHEN  ORMSBY. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
Nelson  county.  BENJAMIN  FRYE. 


COMMERCE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Message  ftem  die  Pmaainavr  or  tbb  Ujfitbd  Sri^ns, 
fUMinninstit  the  osm^wndwee  ketwwM  Ibe 
Britiih  Minister  Plenipotentiarj  and  the  8ecral«yef 
State,  in  rdation  to  the  Commerce  of  the  two 
countiies. 

and  Howe  of  Befre$entaHve9 : 

I  have  thought  it  poper  to  lav  befince  yott  * 
communication  of  the  llth  instant,  from  the  Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary  of  Ghreat  Britain  to  the  Se» 
oretary  oi  State,  xelative  to  the  Commerce  of  the 
two  countries;  together  with  their  explanatory 
correspondence,  aim  the  Secretary  gH  State's  Let- 
ter  to  me  on  the  subject 

GEO.  WASHINGTON, 

AraiL  13, 1798. 

Phtlavelphia,  April  IS,  179S. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  a  com- 
munication from  Mr.  Hammond,  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  covering  a 
clause  of  a  statute  of  that  counfry  relative  to  its 
Commerce  with  this,  and  notifying  a  determina- 
tion to  carry  it  into  execution  henceforward. 
Conceiving  that  the  determination  announced 
could  not  be  really  meant  as  extensively  as  the 
words  import,  I  asked  and  received  an  explanation 
from  the  Minister,  as  expressed  in  the  Letter  and 
answer  herein  enclosed ;  and,  on  consideration  of 
all  circumstances,  I  cannot  but  confide  in  the 
opinion  expressed  by  him,  that  its  sole  object  is  to 
exclude  foreign  vessels  from  the  islands  of  Jersey 
and  Quemsey. 

The  want  of  proportion  between  the  motives 
expcesaed  and  the  measuve,  ita  magnitude  and  con- 
sequences, total  silence  as  to  the  proclamation  <m 
which  the  intercourse  between  tl^  two  eoyatries 
has  hitherto  hung,  and  of  which,  in  this  broa^d 
sense,  it  would  be  a  revocaticm,  and  the  recent 
manifestations  of  the  disftosition  of  that  Govern- 
ment to  concur  with  this  in  nuitnal  offices  of 
friendship  and  good  will,  support  hia  construction. 

The  Minister,  moreover,  assured  me  verimlly 
that  he  would  immediately  writo  to  his  Court  tor 
an  exj^anation^  and  in  the  mean  time  is  of  opinion 
that  toe  usual  mteroourse  of  C<«naieroe  between 
the  two  countries  ( Jeisey  and  Guernsey  exeepted) 
need  not  be  suspended. 

I  have  the  hmior  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the 
most  profound  respect  aiud  attachment,  sir,  your 
moat  obedient  an/i  most  humble  servant 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

The  PRBBinBNT  of  the  U.  S. 
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Petition  of  Catharine  Oreene. 


Philadelphia  J  August  11, 1792. 

Sir  :  I  have  received,  by  a  circular  despatch 
from  mir  Court,  directions  to  inform  this  Grovem- 
ment  tnat,  considerable  inconveniences  having 
arisen  from  the  importation  of  tobacco  in  foreign 
vessels  into  the  ports  of  his  Majesty's  dominions, 
contrarjr  to  the  act  of  the  12th  Charles  II,  chapiter 
18,  section  3,  (commonly  called  the  Navigation 
act)  it  has  been  determined,  in  future,  strictly  to 
enforce  this  clause,  of  which  I  take  the  liberty  of 
enclofiinff  to  you  a  copy. 

And  I  have  the  nonor  to  be.  with  perfect 
eiteem  and  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble 
servant* 

GEO.  HAMMOND. 

Mr.  Jefferson. 

Act  12  Car.  2,  Chap.  18,  Sec  3. 

And  it  is  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
Boid,  That  no  goods  or  commodities  whatsoever, 
of  the  growth,  production,  or  manufacture  of 
Afnca,  AsiiL  or  America,  or  of  any  part  thereof^ 
which  are  described  or  laid  down  m  the  usual 
maps  or  charts  of  those  places,  be  imported  into 
Biu;land,  Ireland,  or  Wales,  islands  of^  Guernsey 
and  Jersey,  or  town  of  Berwick-upon-Tweed,  in 
any  other  ship  or  ships,  vessel  or  vessels  whatso- 
ever, but  in  such  as  do  truly  and  without  fraud, 
belonjD^  only  to  the  people  of  England  or  Ireland, 
Donunion  of  Wale&  or  town  of  Berwick-upon- 
Tweed,  or  of  the  lands,  islands,  plantations,  or 
territories  in  Asia,  Africsi,  or  America,  to  his  Ma- 
jesty belonging,  as  the  proprietors  and  right 
owners  thereof^and  whereof  the  master  and  three- 
fourths  at  least  of  the  mariners  are  English,  under 
the  penalty  of  the  forfeiture  of  all  such  gocKls  and 
commodities,  and  of  the  ship  or  vessel  in  which 
they  were  imported,  virith  all  her  guns,  tackle, 
fbmiture,  ammunition^  and  apparel — one  moiety 
to  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  and  the 
other  moiety  to  him  or  them  who  shall  seize,  in- 
form, or  sue  for  the  same,  in  any  Court  of  Record, 
by  bul,  information,  plaint,  or  other  action,  where- 
in no  essoine,  protection,  or  wager  of  law,  shall  be 
allowed. 

Philadelphia,  April  12, 1792. 

Sir  :  I  am  this  moment  favored  with  the  Letter 
you  did  me  the  honor  of  writing  yesterday,  cover- 
ing the  extract  of  a  British  statute  forbidding  the 
admission  of  foreign  vessels  into  any  ports  of  the 
British  dominions,  with  goods  or  commodities  of 
the  growth,  production^  or  manufacture  of  Ame- 
rica. The  effect  of  this  appears  to  me  so  exten- 
mve,  as  to  induce  a  doubt  whether  I  understand 
rightly  the  determination  to  enforce  it,  which  you 
notify,  and  to  oblige  me  to  ask  of  you  whether  we 
are  to  consider  it  as  so  far  a  revocation  of  the  pro- 
clamation of  your  Government,  re^^ulating  the 
Commerce  between  the  two  countries,  and  that 
henceforth  no  articles  of  the  growth,  production, 
or  manufacture  of  the  United  States  are  to  be  re- 
ceived in  the  ports  of  QreAt  Britain  or  Ireland,  in 
vessels  belonging  to  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States? 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the 
most  perfect  esteem  ana  respect,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 
The  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
of  Great  Britain, 

Philadelphia,  April  12, 1792. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  Letter  ofthis  day,  I  have 
the  honor  of  observinff^  that  I  have  no  other  in- 
structions upon  the  subject  of  my  communication 
than  such  as  are  contained  in  the  circular  despatch, 
of  which  I  stated  the  purport  in  my  Letter  datea 
yesterday.  I  have,  however,  no  difficulty  in  as- 
suring you  that  the  result  of  my  personal  convic- 
tion is,  that  the  determination  of  his  Majesty's 
Government  to  enforce  the  clause  of  the  Act  of 
Navigation,  (a  copy  of  which  I  transmitted  to 
you,)  with  respect  to  the  importation  of  commo- 
dities in  foreign  vessels,  has  originated  in  conse- 
quence of  the  many  firauds  that  nave  taken  place 
in  the  importation  of  tobacco  into  his  Majesdr's 
dominions,  in  foreign  vessels,  and  is  not  intenaed 
to  militate  aflAinst  the  proclamation,  or  order  of 
the  King  in  Council,  rqe^lating  the  commercial 
intercourse  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States^  which  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  still 
exists  m  full  force,  as  I  have  not  had  the  most 
distant  information  of  its  beinff  revoked. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  most  yctfeet 
esteem  and  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant, 

GEO.  HAMMOND. 

Mr.  Jefferson. 


PETITION  OF  CATHARINE  GREENE. 

The  Sbcbjitabt  of  thb  Tbbasvbt,  to  whom  wm  re- 
ferred a  petition  of  Catharine  Greene,  o(  the  4th  of 
March,  1790,  respectftilly  suhinits  the  ibilowing  Re- 
port thereupon: 

The  said  petition  seeks  to  obtain  an  indemnifi- 
cation from  the  United  States  against  the  effects 
of  certain  engagements  which  were  entered  into 
by  the  now  deceased  husband  of  the  petitioner, 
the  late  Major  General  Nathaniel  Greene,  while 
commanding  officer  in  the  Southern  Department ; 
and,  for  the  circumstances  on  which  it  b  founded, 
refers  to  a  representation,  of  the  22d  of  August, 
1785,  which  was  made  by  the  said  Gen.  Greene 
to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled;  a 
copy  of  which  representation,  marked  A,  is  here- 
witn  submitted. 

The  following  are  the  principal  facts  which 
appear  in  relation  to  this  application : 

1.  The  Department  of  War,  in  the  Fall  of  the 
year  1782,  authorized  the  said  Major  General 
Greene  to  obtain  supplies  of  clothing  U)r  the  troops 
under  his  command. 

2.  In  consequence  of  this  authority,  in  Novem- 
ber or  December  of  the  same  year,  he  entered  into 
a  contract  for  the  supply  of  clothing  to  the  Army 
with  John  Banks,  a  paitner  in  the  house  of  Hunt' 
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of  Ckaikarme  Qreem. 


er,  Bonks,  4t,  Go^  who  contracted  on  behalf  of  the 
compaov  3  and  upon  aecount  of  the  contract  ad- 
vanced nim  eleven  hundred  ^neas  in  money,  and 
drew  bills  upon  the  Superintendent  of  Finance 
for  the  residue.  This  transaction  was  duly  noti- 
fied to  the  Department  of  War,  and  received  the 
i4[>probation  or  that  department 

3.  The  goods  for  completing  this  contract  were 
purchased  cm  credit  by  the  contractors  from  cer- 
tain British  merchants  then  in  Charleston* 

4.  About  the  same  period,  the  Superint^ident 
of  Finance  empowered  General  Qreene  to  contract 
for  the  supply  of  all  such  provisions  as  might  be 
wanted  for  the  use  of  the  Army,  in  the  States  of 
North  and  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  with  per- 

.  mission,  if  more  convenient  to  him,  to  commit  the 
.  execution  of  the  business  to  Edward  Carrinffton, 
Esq.;  to  whom  it  was  accordingly  committed. 

5.  An  engagement  which  had  been  taken  by  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,  for  the  supply  or  the 
Army,  was  to  expire  at  the  end  of  the  year  1782. 

.  It  became  urgent  to  complete  a  contract  for  the 
supply  after  that  period.  Advertisements  for  re- 
ceiving proposals  were  published;  and  particular 
appUcatiOBs  were  made  by  General  Ureene  to 
sundry  characters  of  property  and  influence,  who 
had  been  formerly  men  or  business,  to  endeavor  to 
engage  them  to  enter  into  a  competition  for  the 
contract    But  these  efforts  did  not  produce  the 

'  desired  eflRsct,  owing  partly  to  the  distressed  and 
deranged  situation  of  the  country,  and  partly  to 
the  then  state  of  public  credit.  No  offer  was  made, 
except  by  the  same  John  Banks,  who  was  the  con- 
tractor for  supplying  the  troops  with  clothing,  act- 
ing on  behau  of  the  same  copartnership  of  Hunter, 
Banks,  &,  Co.  The  terms  proposed  by  him,  beinff 
thought  too  disadvantageous,  were  not  accepted 

.  in  the  first  instance.  The  State  of  Sout  Carolina 
having  consented  to  extend  its  measures  for  sup- 
plying the  Army  to  the  20th  of  February  follow- 
ing, Mvantage  was  taken  of  the  extension^  to  en- 
deavor to  procure  better  terms.  A  conclusion  was 
delayed  to  give  a  further  opportunity  for  other 

■  offers,  and  n^otiations  were  carried  on  with  Mr. 
Banks  to  induce  him  to  moderate  his  terms.  He 
ML  somewhat  in  his  demands ;  but  as  they  stUl 
continued  to  be  thought  too  hkh,  Gen.  Greene 
would  not  suffer  a  contract  to  be  concluded  till 
every  possible  effort  to  obtain  more  favorable 
terms  had  failed.  As  a  last  expedient  for  this  pur- 
pose, a  letter  was  written  by  the  said  Edward  Car- 
rington  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  South  Carolina^  stating  the  then  situation 
of  the  business,  and  askmg  through  him  the  opi- 
nion of  the  House,  whether  there  was  a  probabtluy 
of  obtaining  from  any  part  of  the  country  more 
advantageous  terms ;  and  whether  it  woula  be  ad- 
visable, m  the  expectation  of  such  an  event,  to 
keep  open  the  contract  for  any  longer  period.  It 
appears  to  have  been  an  ooject  of  this  letter, 
through  the  medium  of  that  body,  to  excite,  if 
possible,  some  further  competition.  But  the  end 
was  not  answered.  The  Speaker,  in  his  reply, 
states  that  no  competitimi  bad  been  excited  m 
consequence  of  it,  and  that,  though  the  terms  pro- 
posed by  Banks  were  thought  too  high,  yeias  no 


other  proposab  had  been  made,  and  as  the  pressing 
necessities  of  the  Army  called  for  immediate  re- 
lief, it  was  deemed  needless  to  keep  open  the  con- 
tract any  longer,  under  an  idea  that  more  advan- 
tageous propositions  might  be  made.  Under  these 
circumstances,  on  the  18th  of  the  same  month  of 
February,  a  contract  with  Hunter,  Banks,  db  Co.. 
was  concluded,  and  was  immediately  after  notifiea 
to  the  Superintendent  of  Finance. 

6.  It  is  stated  by  General  Greene,  in  his  repre- 
sentatimi  to  Congress,  that  the  company's  funds 
were  inadequate  to  the  execution  crif  what  they 
had  undertaken ;  that  bills  sold  greatly  under  par, 
and  few  could  be  sold  at  any  rate ;  that  the  funds 
of  which  the  company  were  possessed  were  tied 
up  by  prior  engagements ;  that  the  creditors  in- 
sistea  on  further  security,  before  they  would  con- 
sent to  an  api^cation  m  those  flmds  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  Army.  That  he  was  reduced  to  a  choice 
of  difficulties,  either  to  turn  the  Army  loose  upon 
the  country,  or  take  upon  himself  the  risk  of  sup- 
porting the  contractors ;  that  he  chose  the  latter, 
as  the  least  evil,  and  became  bound  for  them  to 
their  creditors  for  a  sum  of  upwards  of  thirty  thou- 
sand pounds  sterling ;  that  to  render  the  hazard  as 
smAll  as  possible,  he  made  the  company  give  an 
order  -on  their  agent  in  Philadelphia,  Mr.  Pettit, 
for  all  the  contract  money  and  sums  due  upon  the 
clothing  department,  to  be  paid  into  the  Imnds  of 
the  persons  whose  debts  he  had  guaranteed,  and 
that  one  of  the  creditors  was  sent  forward  to  re- 
ceive them ;  but  that  these  funds  were  diverted 
into  other  channels. 

And  it  appears,  in  proof  that  public  bills  were, 
as  alleged,  of  very  difficult  sale,  being  subject  to 
a  discount  of  15  per  cent,  for  prompt  payment, 
(as  much  as  25  benig  sometimes  demanded ;)  that 
the  Army,  at  the  time  when  this  engagement  was 
entered  mto  by  General  Ghreene,  was  in  a  very 
critical  situation ;  that  discontents,  from  various 
causes  had  produced  several  -instances  of  actual 
mutiny  $  that  if  the  contractors  had  £uled,  there 
was  no  ground  to  count  on  any  other  resource  as 
a  substitute,  and  if  a  want  of  provisions  had  been 
added  to  other  causes  of  dissatisfaction,  there  was 
reason  to  apprehend  a  disbanding  or  dissolution  of 
the  Army.  That  General  Greene,  on  or  about 
the  8th  of  April^  1783,  did  become  surety  for  the 
eontractors,  to  different  persons,  in  very  oonsido^ 
able  sums ;  and  it  is  to  be  inferred,  as  weU  from 
the  fact  itself,  as  from  the  evidence,  that  the  doing 
of  it  was  necessary,  by  quieting  their  creditors,  to 
enaUe  them  to  proceed  in  the  supply  of  the  Army. 

It  further  appears,  in  proof,  that  Mr.  Bufnet,  one 
of  the  company,  had  mformed  Mr.  Pettit  their 
agentthat  tney  had  purchased  a  quantity  or  goods 
from  British  merchants  in  Charleston;  that  these 
goods  had  enabled  them  to  undertake  ioft  the  sup- 
ply of  the  Army  in  clothing  and  provisions ;  and 
that  they  had  stipulated  with  those  merchants. 
"  that  the  moneys  arising  from  the  contract  should 
be  appropriated  to  the  pa3rment  of  the  debt  con- 
tracted by  that  purchase.''  That  repeated  instruc- 
tions, by  letter,  in  the  name  of  the  company— 
sometimes  in  the  handwriting  of  Banks,  and  some- 
times of  Burned— ^  uniformly  held  up  to  him  (Mr. 


Pattit)  the  idea  of  payiof  the  , 
tiaci  to  the  tame  metcbast^  in  pnponicHi  to  Amr 
leipecliTeclaiiai,  of  whioh  they  aealalutanoiiDt- 
iu  to  upwards  of  jC^OOO,  due  to  three  hoinei." 
l^t  two  payments,  one  for  138,875,  and  the  other 
tor  14,^3,  were  made  by  him  to  the  fihtiBh  mer- 


come  forward 
ney,  both  on  hu  o^ 
ofben;  hiu  that, 

amngementa  uid  instinetiaiu,  tke  i>e«dne 
omimct  noney  wm  direrlcd  to  other  pnrpoees. 
7.  Precautions  were  taken  kj.  Oeoeml  Qreene, 

*»■     '    ' 

Muuar  wouruy. 


a  acMUBt,  wad  as  an  agent  for 
'  snboequeDt 
•dneiu  the 


totoally 

, , ;  but  il  aeons  now  reduced  to 

ft  eertainty,  that  a  loM  of  not  less' than  eight  thou- 
Mud  pounds  aiNlins  will  be  otistained  by  his  estate, 
«  of  the  trannctiao,  unlei 


iu£ed  by  the  GOTonnent}  and  that  the  pittbable 
KHilt  will  be  the  entire  rain  of  the  estate. 

8.  No  documeat  appears,  diowing  that  .the  no- 
tioe  of  hie  baring  beoMBe  suety  for  the  company, 
was  erer  mren  by  Oenem)  Qrecne  to  Cosgren, 
at  any  of  the  Public  Departmenti,  prior  to  his 
representations  of  the  SUA  August,  176&  Gaining 
«n  indemnity  in  ease  of  suck  erentnal  loss.  The 
onuasion  of  suoh  notice,  is  indeed  to  be  infiHTed, 
from  the  silence  of  that  represoitation  on  tiie 

r'nt.  The  evidence  of  the  foregoing  lacts  is  to 
found  in  the  docameuti  herewith  submiued, 
marked  from  A  to  Z  IndusiTely. 

Under  this  state  of  facts,  it  remains  to  be  cDu- 
aidered  whethtt  it  be  ineumbeut  apon  the  Qovem- 
mcnt  of  the  United  States  to  grant  the  indonnifi- 
cation  to  the  estate  uT  fid^or  Geuenl  Qreene, 
witich  ii  Bou^tby  the  petition. 

Objections  to  such  an.  indemnification  might 
wise  from  thiee  aourees. 

L  Want  of  authority  from  the  GhiTemment  to 
«Dt«r  into  the  snretyehip  in  question. 

But  this,  it  is  sonceiTcd,  would  not  be  a  valid 
objeotiim.  There  certainly  are  munerous  oases 
in  which  the  commanding  officer  of  an  Army  is 
JHStifiaUe  in  doing  more  than  be  baa  a  regular 
authority  to  do,  from  the  exigency  of  pattunlni 
coiunactuies.  And<  where  it  ai^ears  tint  the  un- 
atuWiced  procaduie  waa  pmdent  ud  neeenuy 
in  itselil  and  was  wananted  by  motives  sufficient' 
ly  important  and  eme^teot,  it  IS  jtM  and  uoperin 
tne  Unvemment  to  ratify  what  us  been  aone,  and 
to  indemnify  the  officer  fmm  injury  on  account  of 
it.  That  an  emergenej  of  this  kind  did  exist,  to 
juatify  the  measure  wluch  waa  adopted  by  Ooie- 
lalweene,  appears  to  be  tntiidactoruf  eetaUiahed. 
The  keepinc  of  the  Army  frcnn  disbanding,  may 
be  presumeo^  upon  strong  grounds  of  evidence,  to 
have  BMtorially  depended  upon  it.  Ami  there 
does  not  seem  to  have  been  a  deficiency  of  pre- 
caution  in  guarding,  as  &r  as  waa  praoticaDle, 
against  eveidttiJ  loss. 

U.  A  peisonal  a«  private  interest  in  doing  what 
was  foreign  to  the  duties  and  relations  of  a  coa- 
mandiag  officer. 

This,  if  it  should  exist,  would  be  a  deeiaive  ob- 
jeetkin.    The  existence  of  it  baviag  been  allegad. 


the  allegatimi  being  well  founded, 
traced  to  a  letter  of  John  Banb,  c 
n^gestion,  or  conjecture,  that  Oeneral  Oreeiie 
was,  or  probably  would  be,  concerned  in  the  co- 
partnership of  Huntn,  Banks,  A  Co. 
But  this  ciicumatanoe  loses  all  force  from  die 


to  John  Banks,  dated  the  SM  of  December;  1T8S, 
in  which  du  Oened^  makes  kie  acknowledgments 
to  Mr.  Banks,  for  the  serrices  he  had  rendered  to 
the  Army,  in  rei^Mot  to  clothing',  and  invites  idm 
to  become  a  computer  for  supplying  it  with  pro- 
visions. The  scope  and  language  of  this  letter 
strongly  indicate  that  General  Greene  had  then 
no  interested  coonexion  with  Mr.  Batiks,  in  nda- 
Cton  to  any  of  the  matien  which  are  the  sohjeets 
of  it.  As  this  conclusion  results  rather  from  the 
general  tenor  of  the  letter  than  IVom  particnliu 
expressions,  its  jastnesa  will  best  appar  by  an 
insertion  ef  the  entire  letter.  It  is-in  these  word* : 
"  Bunacxanat,  Dec  36, 1781. 

"DaiB'su:   Tbe  eetoAetaUe  o 
yon  ha*«  nut  the  Anay,  &«■ 

a  and  elathinf  '      '  *    ' 


will  make  ;oa  a 
were  the  only  pn 

py  to  find,  sIhi,  th 
to  gst  lapptice  of 
Cnringtou,  who 


>y  is  oAm  widual  anf- 
thinf  to  eat.  TUs  ia  hard  upon  ttam  who  hen  bind 
so  freely  foe  an  ^ipieaaad  pwpl*.  Ineat  basyea  Id 
hasten  your  pxipiMalsi  and  I  SaHw  wyaelf  yon  wO, 


fat  tbe  Army,  serre  the  f ublic  on  dw  lowest  taons. 
"  I  am,  dMT  sir,  you  moat  (d)cdi«nl  serrant, 

"NATB-GBEEITE. 

"Ml-JoBI'  BlHKS." 

2i  From  the  pains  taken  by  that  officer  to  in- 
daeeoompetition  (romotberqiuarten;  thedekye 
which,  with  his  partieiMtion  and  direction,  ae- 
tended  an  aceeptanee  of  the  proponb  made  by 
Hunter,  Banks,  &  Co.,  after  the  time  for  receiving 
^    •   ^       ■  ^    ■         ■  ~«d  a  srifl 


in  order  to  aflbrd  a 


Hunter,  Banks,  A  Co.,  i 

pcmoaals  had  expired,  _  - 

nether  apportiufty  for  other  wopeeaU,  and  to 
brii^  that  oompany  to  more  medemte  term 
reference  whten,  in  the  last  resort  was  had 
Assembly  of  Boutb  Carolina,  as  the  only  n 


ing  expedient  for  exciting  a  competition,  which 
bad  in  vain  been  sought  by  other  means;  and  ra- 
s^eotii^  iriiiok  Cotonel  (Harrington,  in  his  siffida- 
vit,  (docnment  R,)  expresses  bimself  in  theae 
stimig  mnos ;  "  General  Greene  wnuld  not  snfier 
a  ccntncttobeelMedtWithcnt  makingevery  pa» 
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ttble  effort  to  esoite  a  eompetttion^  Mid  a»  a  kst 
resort,  a  letter  was  wititleii  to  the  AsBemUjr  of 
South  Carolina,"  4c. ;  cirenmstaneea  which  salis- 
fiietorily  proTe  that  General  Ghreene  had,  in  the 
first  instance,  no  common  interest  with  HUttter; 
Banks,  4  Col,  in  ^e  contract  for  supplying  the 
Army  with  proraionai 

3.  From  a  letter  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  one-  of  the 
parpen,  to  Qeneral  Ghrcoie,  December  39th,  1782, 
rdocument  F.)  in  which  he  uiaaks  General  Greene 
for  a  letter  or  approbation  of  hie  pnblie  cond«et. 
aad  cmesaes  a  hope  of  that  oonntenaaee  and  mi 
horn,  the  Genctal,  in  private  Ufe,  which  he  had 
enjoyed  while  senring  under  hiseemmand;  and 
then  proceeds  to*  mention  the  case  of  a  biig,  be* 
leoging  to  the  compavy,  which  had  been  sciiMd  at 
Savannah,  and  asl^  as  a  &70i^  a  letter  firom  the 
General  to  the  Judge  before  whom-  the  cause  of 
the  vessel  was  ^ezp^ted  to  be  tried,  to  remove  a 
pejndice  against  Mr.  Banks,  (as  bein|^  a  person 
inimical  to  the  American  cause,)  which,  it  wa» 
beared,  mi^t  occasion  her  condemnatiaii.  The 
style  m  this  lettor  is  the  reveise  of  that  o£  one  part-' 
ner  writing  to  another,  on  a  subject  of  mutual  in-* 
terest  It  is  Uiat  of  a  person'  who  had  received^ 
fiivors  from  a  patron,  asking  a  farther  fii^ror. 

4.  From  the  counts-securities  which  Geileral 
Gneene  took  in  consequeoce  of  his  having  become 
surety  for  tne  company,  to  their  creditors;  one 
being  a  bond,  from  Banks,  Patton.  and  Hunter, 
three  of  the  partners,  bearing  date  tne  7th  of  May, 
1783,  (document  M,)  in  which  it  is  acknowledged, 
as  is  usual  in  such  cases,  that  General  Ghreene  had: 
no  concern  in  the  debts  for  which  he  had  become 
bound ;  and  the  parties  accordingly  engage  to  exo- 
nerate him  from  those  debts,  or  any  damages  which 
might  arise  from  his  becoming  security  for  them : 
another  being  an  assignment  from  Robert  Forsyth, 
another  of  the  partners,  to  General  Grecfie,  bear- 
ing date  the  dd  of  September,  1784,  (document 
Nj)  of  debts  due  to  the  partnership^  as  a  counter- 
security  to  him ;  in  which  it  is  stiUed,  that  Grene- 
lal  Greene,  at  the  special  instance  and  request  of 
the  company,  had  become  their  sectirdy  to  certain 
pen<Mi8,  to  whom  they  were  indebtedi  The  lat- 
ter, however,  being  a  coosidenhle  time  after 
the  traasaetion,  is  far  less  conclusive  than  the 
former. 

^  From  the  affidavits  of  John  Banks  and  Jiames 
Bhmter,  two  of  the  partners,  one  dated  the  3d  fk 
January,  1783,  (document  6^  the  other  36th  of 
September,  1785,  (document  P;)  the  first,  denying 
explicitly  all  connexicm  of  General  Greene  in  the 
afuirs  of^the  company ;  the  last,  declaring  that  the 
deponent  never  eonsideredt  General  Greene  as  di- 
rectly or  indirectl^r  interested  in  the  purchase  of 
the  goods  upon  which  the  debts,  for  which  he-  had 
becinne  bound,  appear  to  have  been  founded:  that 
this  purchase  was  on  the  proper  account  of  John 
Banks,  Robert  Forsyth,  Icfaabod  Burnet,  John 
Ferrie,  Robert  Patton,  and  the  deponent :  and  that 
he  never  heard  nor  understood,  from  either  of  the 
other  partners,  that  General  Greene  was  any  way 
concerned  or  interested  in  that  purchase.  There 
is  also  a  certificate  from  Robert  Forsyth,  of  the 
3d  of  Biareh,  178fi,  (docuBMit  €1,)  declaring  that 


the- General  was/not  imiefested,  either  in  thatipw- 
ehase,  or  in  the  cddtiaict  for  m  Aimf . 

6.  From  a»s«itin  Chancery^  whichiwatbpaugit 
by^Genemli  Greene^  andtai^r  hi#  death  |«w»eulttd 
by  his  executors  to  a  reeoverv,  againsc  John  Fer- 
rie, mie  of  the  partners  of  the  house  of  Hunter, 
Banks,  4b  Co. ;  which  suit^  it  appears,  might  have 
been  defeated  by  proof  of  interest  in  the  partner- 
ship^ on  the  part  of  General  Gbeene  |  but  not  enly 
no  such  proof  was  made,  but  it  is  asserted  on  oath, 
by  Chades  a  Pinduiey  Jdocwnent  Y,)  who  was 
solicitor  and  counsel  ibr  Ferne,attd  who  pcofesaes 
ID  have  obtained,  in  a  pofessional  oi^pacityr  eon- 
siderable  knowledge  oi  their  aflUrs,  that  Venie 
had  assisted  Banks  in  the  purchase  of  the  goods 
in  question,  had  been  instrumental  in  hisobtamii^ 
credit,  had  kept  the  books  of  the  compaav^  and:  ap- 
peared to  have  known  all  the  eoBcems  or  the  com- 
pany moat  intimately  and  minutely ;  that  if  Ge- 
neral Ghreene  had  hwA  concerned  m  the  specula- 
tion, he  (Ferrie)  must  have  known  it,^and  that, 
knowing  it.  he  would  have  made  it  known^  Th^t 
he  was  under  no-obligUiMi  to  conceal  it,  hamg 
been  put  at  defiance  by  the  suit^  and  could  he  have 
proved  the  fact,  he  would  have  been  soceessfiid  in 
nis  defence ;  but  he  neither  prodMoed  one  tittle  of 
evidence,  nor  deduced  a  sinole  circumstance  Do 
show,  that  the  Genoal  had;.m  any  manner,  been 
coaoesned  in  the  purchase.  The  conteysnee  of 
which  was,  that  tke  hill  was  sustained^  the  lands 
were  decreed'  Co  be  sold,  and  after  defraying  the 
expenses- of  the  suit,  and  discharging  the  monciy 
due  on  a  mortgage  which  had  been  given  by  a 
prior  owner,  the  balance  of  the  sale  was  direMd 
to  be  paid  over  into  the  hands  of  the  complainant, 
towardsan  indemnification?  of  the  GeneiaL  TUs 
sti^ement  has  pecnliar  fence,  especially  a^  the 
General^  by  commencing  the  suit^eaLposed  Idmself 
to  the  hasard,  if  any  connexion  of  the  interest  had 
subsisted,  either  of  being  defeated,  by  a  diseotpery 
of  that  connexion,  on  oath,  upon  a  cross  bill^  or  of 
papuxy,  in  the  coneeahnent  and  denial  of  it. 

7.  Froma)Qertificate(dooumentX,>ofthetwe 
Chanodlors<if  South  Cwolina,  which,  aftier  statinff 
the  insJBuations  that  had  been  madfe  of  Gknem 
Greene's  connexion  with  Hunter,  Banks,  4t  Ca, 
proceeds  thus: 

«  We  thfadc  onnelves  soiiKnriMd  to  say,  thstt  we  tie 
•»  oMnpetent  to  his  vindftostioB,  fkeai  any  anpsnion  «f 
that  natore,  as«ay  twe  pasons  in  tbe  State  of  asnlti 
CmnboMf  m  we  wen  both  in  tberExaciitive  Depsitmsni 
at  the  thneof  the  evacualisn  of  this  eapitak-<4he  cm, 
GoYcoMn',  and  the  other  Lieutenant  Govevnee— end  a 
rait  in  Chanceiy  has  since  been  brought  to  iasne  befiwe 
as  m Chancellors,. in  the  {srosecution  of  which,  the  aeto- 
ral  groiindsy  pnnciples,t  and  oUigatioBs  of  the  varions 
connexions  or  copartnerships,  hj  whom  the  leipectlvs 
speculations  alluded  to  were  entered  into,  were  veiy 
fuUy*  ably,  and  minutely  diMnissed,  by  some  of  the 
most  eminent  solidtors  in  the  Court.  And  we  have  no 
hesitation,  in  the  most  inevaaiye,  unreserved,  and  un- 
equivocal manner,  to  declsre,  that  we  nerer  had,  fh>m 
our  own  observation,  or  from  the  strictest  and  most 
sGfutiniaing  investigation  on  the  Chancery  bendi,  the 
most  distant  reason  to  coneeive,  that  Uie  Honorable 
€leneial  Ghrnsne  was  ever,  either  directly  or  indirectiy, 
sngagedtosay  of  Ihs  afcesssid  q>ewdation%enyltohst 
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than  M  mtntj  for  Mr.  Bulks:  W#  thmk  oonelres 
warranted  abo  in  anerting,  that  the  contract  widi  Mr. 
Banks,  for  the  supply  of  the  Anny,  was  the  most  ad- 
vantageous he  could  obtain,  at  a  time  when  the  want 
of  provisions  threatened  a  mutiny. 

"  JOHN  MATHEWS, 
«  RICHARD  HUT80N. 
**CmAmiMTon,  October  30, 1790." 

8.  From  the  conctirrent  opiniOBs  of  other  re- 
spectable characters,  who  had  the  best  opportunities 
of  judgiiw  of  circomstances,  that  General  Oreene 
was  tcSally  unconnected  in, interest  with  that  com- 
pany^ On  this  point,  the  docnments  8,  T,  U,  Y, 
W,  Z,  are  interesting ;  that  marked  V,  states  seye- 
ral  particulars  as  ar^praientatiTe  of  the  opinion 
exnessed,  which  merit  particiilar  attention. 

From  the  foregoing  circamstances  combined, 
there  is  conceived  to  m  c<mclusiye  eridence  that 
General  Greene  was  not  interested,  either  in  the 

•  purchase  of  the  goods,  which  had  created  the  debts 
afterwards  guaranteed  by  him,  nor  in  either  of  the 
contracts  for  clothinff  or  prorisions;  was  not  a 
nartner  in  the  house  of  Hunter,  Banks.  A  Co.,  nor 
had  any  concern  whaterer  in  the  afnirs  of  that 
company  further  than  as  surety. 

There  is  nothing  to  oppose  these  conclusions, 
but  the  suggestion  in  BanWs  letter,  and  the  fact 
of  the  sure^rship.  The  former  is  obviated  by  the 
coatradicticMi,  on  oath,  of  the  party  himself;  and 
the  circumstances  of  this  contradictioB,  as  repre- 
sented by  General  Wavne  and  Colonel  Camng- 
ton,  in  their  affidavits,  (documents  T  and  8,)  give 
it  every  possible  appearance  of  genuineness.  A 
questi<m  naturally  arises.  What  could  have  been 
die  inducement  to  the  suggestion  made  by  Banks  ? 
This  is  answered  by  Colonel  Carrington,  who  re- 
presents him  as  a  man  of  ^  excessive  vanity,  much 
diqiosed  to  make  a  show  of  connexions  with  high 
characters."  It  is  also  possible  that  he  may  have 
expected  to  derive  advantage  from  the  reputation 
of  such  a  connexion.  The  observation,  moreover, 
is  of  great  force,  that  if  Gmerai  Greene  had  been 

•  secret  partner,  unknown  to  the  partners  in  g&OLe- 
nl,  Banks's  character  precludes  the  supposition 
that  he  would  have  beon  the  selected  depositary 
of  the  secret. 

The  hct  of  the  suretyship  is  accounted  for,  by 
the  necenity  of  the  measure,  as  it  related  to  the 
situatioa  of  the  Army ;  and  relying  on  tk«  appro- 
pnation  of  the  fonds,  which  should  arise  out  or  the 
aontiacts  with  the  public,  to  die  payment  of  the 
penoBs  to  whom  lie  had  become  bound,  it  was 
natural  that  he  should  have  considered  the  risk  as 
not  very  mat 

This  fml  statement  of  the  circumstances,  which 
are  conceived  to  exculpate  General  Greene  from 
the  imputation  of  bang  concerned  in  the  transac- 
tion^ has  appeared  not  only  essential  to  placing  the 
ments  of  the  subject  properly  before  the  House, 
but  a  debt  due  to  the  memory  of  an  officer  who 
had  rendered  essential  service  to  his  country;  and 
of  a  man  who,  by  a  life  of  probity,  had  secured  to 
himself  the  strongest  of  all  titles  to  a  candid  con- 
struction of  his  condocL 

It  remains  to  advert  to  the  third  source  of  oh- 
jeeiion  which  had  been  intimaipd,  as  capahk  of 


bringing  into  question  the  propriety  of  an  indem- 
nification— namely,  the  omission  of  notice  to  the 
Governmoit,  at  or  about  the  time  of  the  transac- 
tion, that  the  suretyship  in  question  had  been  en- 
tered inta 

Here,  in  the  judjipnent  of  the  8ecretar^,  lies  the 
only  difficulty  which  attends  the  question  of  in* 
demnification. 

It  appears  to  have  been  incumbent  upon  GJene- 
ral  Greene,  if  he  meant  to  look  to  the  Government 
for  indemnification,  in  case  of  eventual  loss,  io 
have  given  early  notice  of  the  step  he  had  taken. 
In  proportion  as  that  step  was  unauthorized  or  unu- 
sual, the  necessity  for  the  communication  was 
increased.  It  seems  to  he  a  matter  of  obvious 
propriety,  that  a  public  offieer,  who  expecte  the 
sanction  of  the  Government  to  an  unauthorized 
proceeeing  especially  an  indemnification  acainst 
pecuniaryloss,  on  account  of  it— ought  to  enuMnce 
the  first  convenient  opportunity  to  make  known 
the  object  for  which  sucn  sanction  and  indemnifi- 
cation are  desired.  And  the  motives  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  to  require  a  due  observance  of 
that  precaution,  are  of  great  force  in  regard  to  die 
security  ot  the  public  It  is  necessary,  to  enable 
the  Government  to  investigate  the  circumstances, 
at  the  time,  when  the  truth  can  best  be  discovered, 
and  unfounded  pretensions  best  be  detected.  Ana 
where  an  indemnification  against  pecuniary  loas 
is  enected,  a  prompt  disclosure  is  necessary  to 
put  the  Government  in  a  condition  to  take  care  of 
Its  own  interest  in  the  manner  which  shall  appear 
to  itself  most  ^cacious. 

It  is,  indeed,  to  be  observed,  that  Qeneial  Greene 
was  naturallv  led  to  imagine  that  all  hazard  indie 
affiur  was  obviated  by  the  measures  which  had 
been  taken  to  secure,  as  he  supposed,  an  applica- 
tion of  the  moneys  to  be  recttved  from  the  public, 
on  account  of  the  contract,  to  the  payment  of  the 
debts  for  which  he  had  become  surety,  and  there- 
fore omitted  a  communication  to  the  Government, 
as  not  necessary  to  his  safety. 

But  whether  this,  which  appears  to  be  a  satia- 
foctory  explanation  of  the  moove  for  the  omissioQ, 
which  did  take  i^ace,  be  also  a  sufficient  ground  for 
dispensing  with  the  observance  of  a  precaution 
which,  as  a  fto/enl  rule,  would  be  proper  to  be 
made  a  condition  of  indemnification ;  or  how  for 
the  peculiar  merit  of  the  officer,  or  the  peculi^ 
hardship  and  misfortme  of  the  case,  may  rente 
advisable  a  deviation  from  that  rule,  are  points 
which  the  Secretary  begs  leave  to  submit,  without 
observation,  to  the  contemplation  of  L^gtdative 
discretion. 

If  a  direct  indemnification  should  be  conceiyed 
inadmissible,  as  a  public  precedent,  a  question 
would  still  present  itsdf^  whether,  rnkker  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  the  fomily  of  Gen.  Greene 
ought  to  be  left  to  the  ruinous  consequences  of  an 
act,  which  was  dictated  by  a  wdl^idviaed  zeal  for 
the  public  service,  because  he  omitted  a  precaution 
which  t^  rules  of  public  policy  may  require  la 
have  been- observed. 

The  Secretory  is  not  certain,  whether  an  opinion 
on  this  point  be  within  the  province  assined  him 
by  the  rafotanoe,  whkh  k  tke  snkiect  of  this  Be- 
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port,  and  he  therefore  Ibrbeare  an  explieit  denti- 
TSkttx.  He  hopes,  however^  to  be  thought  justiied 
by  the  occasion,  when  he  permits  himself  to  ob- 
serve, that  strong  and  eztraordinary"  mottres  of 
national  gratttode  £br  the  very  signal  and  very  im- 
portttit  services  rendered  bjr  Gtenaral  Greene  to 
tds  country,  must  serve  to  give  a  keener  sting  to 
the  refftet  which  ought  ever  to  attend  the  neces- 
sity 01  a  strict  adherence  to  maxims  of  public 
policy,  in  opjposition  to  claims  founded  on  useful 
acts  of  zeal  for  the  public  service,  if  no  means  of 
pioCectiug  from  indifnence  and  penury  the  familjr 
of  that  most  meritorious  officer  shall,  upon  exami- 
nalioB,  be  found  admissible. 
All  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 
Qeerekpn^  of  the  TrecLtury. 

To  the  Honorable  the  8enste  and  the  Honorable  the 
House  of  Representatiyes  of  the  United  States,  in 
Congress  aasembUd;  the  petition  of  Cathsxine 
Oieeiif,  reiiet  of  ^  late  General  Chreme,  kumhly 
showeth: 

That  the  object  on  which  her  petition  is  founded 
is  generally  stated  in  the  representation  hereunto 
annexed,  made  by  her  late  husband  to  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled,  on  the  22d  day  of 
Auirust,  1785. 

That  it  will  iq^pear,  by  the  said  representation, 
that  it  was  the  mtention  of  her  late  husband  to 
have  ascertained  the  loss  on  the  transaction  there- 
in stated,  previously  to  his  making  application  to 
the  United  States  fbr  indemnification;  and  in 
pursuit  of  this  intention,  he  instituted  suits  for 
the  recovery  of  the  bonds  and  mortfi^ges  by  him 
received  from  Messrs.  Banks  and  uompany,  as 
collateral  secunties;  but  his  designs  in  this  and 
all  other  earthly  respects  were  fnistrated  by  his 
untimely  death. 

That  the  suits  for  die  recovery  of  the  said  bonds 
and  other  collateral  securities  have  been  protract- 
ed by  the  death  of  the  debtors,  and  various  other 
circumstances  entirely  without  the  control  of  your 
petitioner. 

That  while  the  recovery  of  the  said  bonds  and 
other  collateral  securities  are  placed  at  a  future 
distant  period,  and  their  amount  uncertain,  not 
only  die  estates  conferred  on  her  late  huslMUid,  bv 
the  munificent  gratitude  of  the  States  of  Soutn 
Cairolina  and  G^rgia,  but  his  paternal  estate,  will 
be  legally  wrested  from  your  petitioner  ana  her 
children,  m  order  to  satisfy  those  obligations  which 
her  late  husband  was  constrained  to  enter  into  for 
the  public  service;  whereby  your  petitioner,  and 
her  helpless  ehildiren,  will  be  exposed  to  all  the 
bitter  effects  of  poverty. 

That  your  petitioner  thus  brings  forward  her 
situation,  and  that  of  her  children,  with  the  firm- 
est hope  and  expectation  that  the  United  States 
will,  after  a  Hdl  examination  into  the  transaction 
stated  in  her  late  husband's  representation,  grant 
her  effectual  relief,  by  assuming  the  pavment  of 
the  said  obllzation^  entered  into  for  the  oenefit  of 
the  United  States ;  or  in  such  other  manner,  save 
her  and  her  children's  estate  from  impending  ruin, 
8d  CoH.— 88 


as  in  the  judgment  of  Congress  shall  appear  meet 
and  proper. 

And  your  pedtioner,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall 
continue  to  pray. 

CATHARINE  GREENE. 

New  York,  March  4, 1790. 

f The  documents,  referred  to  in  the  Report,  are 
omitted.] 

THE  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

[Comoiuiiieated  to  the  House  of  RepresentatiYes,  De- 

eember  8,  1793. 

Treasury  Department, 

November  30, 1792. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a 
Report,  pursuant  to  two  resolutions  of  the  House 
Representatives^  one  of  the  21st  instant,  respect-  » 
injg  the  redemption  of  the  Public  Debt ;  the  other 
ot  the  22d  instant,  respecting  the  reimbursement 
of  the  Loan  made  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
pursuant  to  the  eleventh  section  of  the  act  by  . 
which  it  is  incorporated  -,  a^d  to  be.  with  the  most 

Eerfect  respect,  sir,  your  most  obeoient,  and  most  , 
umble  servant, 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  Honorable  the  Sfbaker, 

of  the  House  of  Repreaentatives* 

In  obedience  to  two  ree(^ntions  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
lentativesy  one  of  the  Slst  instant,  directing  the  Ss- 
oamTAaT  or  Yua  TaaASVBT  to  Aepbrt  aMptaalbr  the 
ndeaqpteief«o  ttoch  of  the  PnUie  Debt,  as  by  the 
cct,  entitled  <*  An  act  making  provision  for  the  Debt 
of  the  United  States,"  the  United  SUtes  have  reserved ' 
the  right  to  redeem ;  the  other,  of  the  S3d  instant,  41-^ 
reeling  him  to  Rcyort  the  plen  of  a  ptovinon  jGnr  thia 
reinbarKmeBt  of  the  Loan  made  of  liM  Bank  of  the 
United  Slates,  porsoant  to  the  eleventh  section  of  the 
act,' entitled  ''  An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers 
to  the  B4nk  of  the  United  States  :**— the  ssid  Sicax- 
TAaT  reifMctfiiUj  submits  the  IbUowing  R^fioRt^ 

The  expediency  of  taking  measures  for  the  re- 
gubr  vedemiption  of  the  Public  Debt,  according  to 
the  right  vHiieh  has  been  reserved  to  the  (Govern- 
ment, heinff  wisely  predetermined,  by  the  retolu- 
tion  of  the  House  of  Representatives  ref<NTinff  the 
subject  to  the  Secretary, nothiuff  remains fornim, 
but  to  endeaaor  to  sekct  and  submit  the  most  eli- 
gible means  of  providing  for  the  execution  of  that 
important  object. 

W  ith  this  view^  the  first  inquiry  which  natural- 
ly presonta  itself,  is,  whether  the  existing  revenues 
are,  or  are  not,  adequate  to  the  purpose? 

The  estimates  which  accompany  the  Report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  14th  instant,"*  will  show  that, 
during  the  continuance  of  the  present  Indian  war, 
the  appropnatione  for  interest  and  the  demands 
for  the  current  service  are  likely  to  exhaust  the 
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product  of  the  existing  xeyemtes :  though,  they  af- 
ford a  valuable  surplus  beyond  the  permanent  ob- 
jects of  expenditure,  which,  it  is  hope<L  may  ere 
lonff  be  advantageously  applied  to  accelerate  the 

extiivws^ii^c>^^  ^  ^^8  Debt* 

In  tne  mean  time,  however,  and  until  the  resto- 
ration of  peace,  the  employment  of  that  resource, 
in  this  way,  must  of  necessitjr  be  suspended;  ana 
either  the  ousiness  of  redemption  must  be  deferred, 
or  recourse  must  be  had  to  other  e^qpedients. 

But  did  no  such  temporary  necessity,  for  resort- 
ing to  other  expedients,  exist,  the  doing  of  it  would 
stul  be  recominen^ed  by  weighty  o<BMHd«ratMi»8.> 
It  would  appear,  in  tke  abfttracty  advisable,  to  leave 
the  surplus  of  tne  present  revenues  free,  to  be  ap- 
I^d  to  such  casual  exigencies  as  may  irom  time 
to  time  occur,  to  occasional  purchases  of  the  Debt 
wfien  not  exhausted  by  such  exigencies,  to  the 
payment  of  interest  on  any  balances,  which  may 
be  fbtnd  due  to  particular  States,  upon  the  gene- 
nd  ^settlement  ofaccounts,  and  finally  to  the  pay- 
ment of  interest  on  the  deferred  part  of  the  Debt, 
when  the  period  for  such  payment  arrives.  There 
is  a  reasonable  prospect,  that  if  not  diverted  it  will 
be  ftntod  adequate  to  the  two  last  important  pur- 
poses. 

Relinjiuishinff  then  the  idea. of  an  immediate 
application  of  tne  present  revenues  to  the  object 
in  vitew.  it  remains  to  examine  what  other  modes 
are  in  tne  option  of  the  Legtslatiire. 

Loans,  from  time  to  tioae,  equal  to  th^  aotnsan- 
nually  redeemable,  and  bottomed  on  the  same 
revepue^  which  aie  now  appropriated  to  pfy  the. 
interest  upon  those  sums,  oner  themselves  as  one 
et^dient,  which  may  b^  employed  with  a  degree 
of  ttdvaatago;  As  there^is  a  ^obabllky  ^f  borrow- 
iif  jal  alowBtrattftOf  iiitcvea^  a<nMitaiial  aai^iag 
wouM  resuh  >  a&d  even  thia  reoouijee^  if . acme  bet- 
ter could  be  devised,  ought  not  to  be  neglected. 

But  it  is  obvious,  that  to  rely  upon  this  resource 
aldne  would  be  to  do  little  towards  the  final  ex- 
oMratioB  d*  the  nation.  To  stop  at  that  poiiit 
iMftldconaequBntly  be  neither  proriieBt  wiraatit- 
hoiavfp  The-inieKes ts  as  waU  as  the  expaotackais 
of  the  Union  Require  something  more  enectual 

The  establishment  of  additional  revenues  is  the 
remaining  resource.  This,  if  the  business  is  to  be 
undertstai'  in  earnest,  is  unatdidaUe.  And  a  full 
cottfideaoe  may  Masonahly  be  eatertaiaed,  that  the 
coaimunity  wul  see  with  satiafaction  llw  ^rnpky- 
meat  of  thaae  means,  which  altoae  can  faeeifeetaaL 
for  aeoomptishing  an  cad,  •  in  itscdf  ao  important^ 
and  80  maeh  an  object  of  geaieral  desire.  It  can^ 
not  £ftil  to  be  univeraally  felt,  that  if  die  ead  is  to 
be  attained,  the  neoeaswry  aaeans  moat  be  ena* 
I^yed. 

It  can  only  be  expected  that  care  be  taken  to 
choose  such  as  are  Uahle  to  fewest  objectwna,  and 
that  in  the  modifications  of  the  business  in  other 
respects,  doe  regard  be  had  to  the  fveaant  and  pro- 
gtasaive  carcttmstanoes  of  the  oosntrr. 

Assuming  it  as  the  basis  of  a  plan  ^redemptioB, 
that  additional  reveDues  are  to  be  provided,  the 
funkev  inquiry  divides  itvelf  into  tke  following 
blanches: 

L  Shall  a  revenue  be  immediately  constituted, 


equal  to  the  full  sum  which  may  at  preaent  be 
deemed*  according  to  the  terms  of  the  contract? 

II.  Snail  a  revenue  be  constituted  from  year  to 
year,  equal  only  to  the  interest  of  the  sum  to  be 
redeemed  in.  each  year,  coupling  with  this  opera- 
tion an  annual  Loan,  commesauiata  with  aonh.. 
sum?  or, 

UL  Shall  a  revenue  be  conaUtotedeach  year 
so  noLttch  exceeding  the  interest  of  the  sum  to  be 
redeemed)  as  to  be  sufficient,  within  a  short  dA- 
aite  term  of  time,  to  diaeham^  the  prmcipal  itaelf ; 
coupling  with  thia  operatum  abo^  aaannual  Loa% 
equal  to  the  sum  to  be  annually  redeemed,  aiid«p^ 
propriating  the  revenue  created  to  ita  diaehaifa^ 
within  the  term  which  ahall  have  been  piB<leter- 
mined? 

The  first  ]daQ)  besidea  beiag  completely  effect- 
ual, would  be  eventually-most^eonomical ;  but  con- 
siderinffto  what  a  magnitude  the  revenues  of  the 
UnfteoStates  hav6  grown  in  a  short  period,  it  is 
hot  easy  to  pronounce  howfitf  the  faculty  of  payinig 
mi|^t  notf  bestiaiBfedt  by 'any  BUdden-  eoxancraiable 
auy—tatioa^  wlieMaoevair«iDMiiadialciy  phwed; 
while  the  rapid  progress  of  the  country  itt^pofwda- 
iion  and  resource  seems  to  afford  a-mond  certaiiktY, 
that  the  necessary  augmentation  may  be  inade 
with  convenience,  by  successive  steps,  within  a 
moderate  term  of  time ;  and  invites  to  temporary, 
and  partial  suspensions,  as  capable  of  conoilitatin^ 
the  reasonable  accommodation  of  the  community 
with  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  main  desiasi. 
For  these  and  for  other  reasons  which  wiU  rea<uly 
Occur,  the  course  of  pro  viding  immediately  the  entire 
sum  to  be  redeemed,  is  conceived  not  to  be  the 
most  eligible. 

,  The  second  plan,  though  much  more  efficacious 
than  that  of  annual  Lom  bottomed  on  the  reve- 
nues now  appropriated  for  the  payment  of  interest 
on  the  sums  to  be  redeemed,  does  not  appear  to  be 
sufficiently  efficacious.  The  schedule  A  will  show 
the  efieet  of  it  to  the  1st  of  January,  18Q2,  wkan 
the  Deferred  Debt  will  become  redeemable  in  the 
proportions  stipulated.  Supposing  the  investment 
of  the  interest  which  is  each  year  liberated,  to- 

C"  sr  with  that  which  has  been,  and  will  be  re- 
d  by  purchases,  pursuant  to  provisions  here- 
tofore maae^  in  the  purchase  of  six  per  cent.  stocV; 
a  sum  of  prmcipal  equal  to  $2,043,837  07  would 
be  sunk^  and  a  clear  annuity,  equal  to  $459,212  82 
Would  be  created,  toward  further  redemptions ^  but 
the  fund  then  necessary  for  the  futuie  propessive 
redemption  of  the  Debt,  according  to  the  r^ht  re 
served,  would  be  $1,126,616  44,  exceedmg  bjr 
$667,403  62,  the  amount  of  the  redeeming  lumL 
Something  more  effectual  than  this  is  certainly 
desirable,  and  appears  to  be  practicable. 

The  last  of  the  three  plans  best  accords  witk 
the  most  accurate  view,  which  the  Secretary  has 
been  able  to  take  of  the  public  interest. 

In  its  apfdication,  it  is  of  material  consequence 
to  endeavor  to  accomj^sh  these  two  points: 

1st.  The  complete  discharge  of  the  sums  annu- 
ally redeemable,  within  the  period  prefixed,  and 
the  reimbursement,  within  the  same  period,  of  all 
auxiliary  Loans,  which  may  have  been  made  for 
that  purpose. 
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8d.  Th6  ooDSlktitiiig^,  bf  the  expiratloii  of  thtt 
period,  a  clear  annnal  fund  competent  to  tiie  fu- 
ture redemption  of  the  Debt^  to  the  extent  of  the 
right  reserved. 

The  period,  to  which  it  is  coneeired  the  plan 
ought  to  refer,  that  is,  January*  1st,  18Q2;  because 
then  the  first  i>aTment,  on  account  of  the  principal 
of  the  Deferred  Debt,  may  rightfally  be  made; 

In  conformity  to  these  ideas,  the  following  plan 
is  most  respectniUy  submitted ;  premising,  that  the 
sum  redeemable  for  th^  first  year  of  the  six  per 
cent.  s^Kk,  bearimg  a  present  interest,  is  computed 
at  $6dOflOO. 

Let  an  annual  Aitid  be  constituted  during  thie 
ptfeeent  session,  equal  to  $103,199  OS^and  to  begin 
to  accrae  from  the  1st  of  ^luarf ,  1799.  Let  ue 
sum  of  $550,000  be  borrowed  upon  the  credit  of 
this  annuity,  reimbursable  within-  five  years,  that 
iaL  by  the  1st  of  January.  1799.  The  sum  borrow- . 
edto  be  applied,  on  1st  oiJanuary,  1794,  to  the  first 
payment  on  account  of  the  principal  of  the  Debt. 

The  proposed  annuity  vm  reimDUrse  the  sum 
borvewed  with  interest,  by  the  1st  of  January, 
1700^  and  wUl  thenceforth,  be  ftee  for  any  fbrther 
apj^ication. 

The  sum  redeemable  the  second  year,  that  is, 
January  1, 1795,  is  computed  at  $583,000. 

Let  an  annual  fund  be  constituted,  durixie  the 
seeond  sesnon  after  the  present,  equal  to  ?109,- 
391  60,  to  begin  to  accrue  from  the  1st  of  Janu* 
aiy,  1794.  Let  the  sum  of  $588,000  be  borrowed 
upon  the  credit  of  this  annuity,  reimbursable  with- 
iir  fire  years,  that  is,  by  the  ist  of  January,  1800. 
The  sum  borrowed  to  be  applied,  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1795,  to  the  second  payment  on  account 
of  the  principal  of  the  Debt^ 

The  proposed  annuity  will  reimburse  the  sum 
borrow^,  with^  interest,  by  the  1st  of  January, 
1860^  and  will  be  thenceforth  free  for  any  Airther 
application. 

The  sum  redeemable  the  third  year,  that  is, 
January  1, 1796^  is  cemnuted  at  $617,98(>. 

Let  an  annual  Aind  be  constituted,  during  the 
third  session  after  the  present,  equal  to  $115,955 
17,  to  begin  to  accrue  from  the  Ist  of  January, 
1795.  Let  the  sum  of  $617,980  be  borrowed  upon 
the  credit  of  this  annuity,  reimbursable  witnin 
fire  years,  that  is,  by  the  1st  of  January,  1801. 
The  sum  borrowed  to  be  applied,  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1796^  to  the  third  payment  on  account 
of  the  principal  of  the  Debt. 

The  prqpoeed  annuity  will  reimburse  the  sum 
borrowed,  with  intere6t,by  the  1st  of  January,  1802. 

The  sum  redeemable  the  fourth  year,  that  is, 
January  1st,  1797,  is  computed  at  $655,058  80. 

Let  an  annual  ftmd  be  constituted,  during  the 
fourth  sessicm  after  the  present,  equal  to  $122,- 
912  48,  to  b^in  to  accrue  fro  a  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1796.  Let  the  sum  of  $665,058  80,  be  bor- 
rowed upon  the  credit  of  this  annuity,  reimbursa- 
ble within  fire  years,  that  is,  by  the  1st  of  January, 
1802.  Th^  sum  borrowed  to  be  appKed,  on  the 
1st  of  January,  1797,  to  the  fourth  payment  on  ac- 
count of  the  principal  of  the  Debt. 

The  proposed  annuity  wiH'  reimburse  the  sum 
borrorvred,  with  interest,  by  the  Ist  of  January,  1802. 


The  sum  redeemable  the  fifth  year,  that  is, 
January  Ist,  1798,  is  computed  at  $694,362  39. 

Let  an  annual  fund  be  constituted,  during  the 
fifth  session  after  the  present,  equal  to  $152,74$ 
12,  to  begin  to  accrue  from  tne  1st  of  January, 

1797.  Let  the  sum  of  $694,362  33,  be  borrowed 
upon  the  credit  of  this  annuity,  reimbursable  with- 
in four  years,  that  is,  by  the  1st  of  January,  1802. 
The  sum  borrowed  to  be  applied,  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1798,  to  the  fifth  payment  on  account  of 
theprincipal  of  the  Debt. 

llie  proposed  annuity  will  reimburse  the  sum 
borrowed,  with  interest,  by  the  1st  of  January,  1802. 

The  sum  redeemable  the  sixth  year,  that  is, 
January  Ist,  1799,  is  computed  at  $736,024  07. 

Let  an  annual  fund  be  constituted,  during  the 
sixth  session  after  the  present  equal  to  $197,680 
20,  to  begin  to  accrue  from  tne  1st  of  January. 

1798.  Let  the  sum  of  $736,024  07,  be  borrowed 
upon  the  credit  of  this  annuity,  reimbursable  with^ 
in  three  years,  that  is,  by  the  1st  of  January,  1802. 
The  sum  borrowed  to  be  applied,  on  the  1st  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1799,  to  the  sixth  payment  on  account  of 
thepincipal  of  the  Debt. 

Tne  proposed  annuinr  will  reimburse  the  sum 
borrowed,  with  interest,  by  the  1st  of  January.  1802. 

The  sum  redeemable  the  seventh  year,  tnat  is, 
January  lst,|1800,  is  computed  at  $780,185  52. 

Let  an  annual  fhnd  be  constituted,  during  the 
seventh  session  after  the  present,  equal  to  $272,- 
848  38,  to  begin  to  accrue  from  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1799.  Let  Ae  sum  of  $780,185  52,  be  bor- 
rowed upon  the  credit  of  this  annuity,  reimbursa- 
ble within  two  years,  that  b,  by  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1802.  The  sum  borrowed  to  be  applied,  on 
the  1st  of  January,  1800,  to  the  seventh  payment 
on  account  of  the  principal  of  the  Debt. 

The  proposed  annuity  will  reimburse  the  sum 
borrowed,  with  interest,  by  the  1st  of  January,  1802. 

The  sum  redeemable  the  eighth  year,  that  is, 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1801,  is  computed  at 
$826,996  65. 

Let  an  annual  fund  be  constituted,  during  the 
eighth  session  after  the  present  equal  to  $423,583 
64,  to  begin  to  accrue  from  tne  1st  of  January, 
1800-.  Let  the  sum  of  $826,996  65.  be  borrowed 
upon  the  credit  of  this  annuity,  reimbursable  with- 
in one  year,  that  is,  on  the  Ist  of  January,  1802. 
The  sum  borrowed  to  be  applied,  on  the  1st  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1801^  to  the  eighth  payment  on  account 
of  the  principal  of  the  Debt. 

The  proposed  annmty  will  reimburse  the  sum 
borrowed,  with  interest,  on  the  Isl  of  January,  1802. 

The  sum  redeemable  the  ninth  year,  that  is, 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1802,  is  computed  at 
$1,126,616  44. 

The  then  existing  means  for  the  discharge  ojf 
tbn  sum,  arising  from  the  operation  of  the  plan, 
will  be — 

1st  The  amount  of  the  annuity  constituted  the 
third  year,  which  will  have  been  liberated  by  re- 
imbursement of  the  the  third  Loan. 

2d.  The  arrears  of  interest  not  previously  ap- 
propriated, and  which  are  computed  at  $200,000. 

There  will  consequently  be  a  deficiency  this 
year  of  $810,691 27,  which  wil!  require  to'  be  sup- . 
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plied  by  a  temporary  Loan,  to  be  reimbursed  out 
of  the  surplus  of  the  fund  which,  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1802,  will  exist  for  future  redemptions, 
and  which  surplus  will  be  sufficient  to  reimburse 
this  temporary  Loan  in  about  thirteen  years  and  a 
half. 

It  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that  this  deficiency 
upon  one  year  is  suffered  to  exist,  to  avoid  an  un- 
necessary augmentation  of  revenue^  materially  be- 
yond the  sum  permanentl^r  requisite.  No  incon- 
venience ensues,  because  this  temporary  deficiency 
is  made  up  by  tne  surplus  of  the  permanent  funa, 
within  the  period  mentioned.  And  that  fund, 
from  the  Ist  of  January,  1802,  is  adequate  to  all 
future  redemptions,  in  the  full  proportion  permit- 
ted by  the  contract. 

The  table  in  the  schedule  B,  herewith  submit- 
ted^ will  show  in  one  view,  the  principles  and  ope- 
ration of  this  plan. 

The  schedule  C,  will  exhibit  the  means  of  .con- 
stituting the  several  annuities  proposed  to  be  esta- 
blished. From  it,  will  be  seen,  that  the  proposed 
annuities  are  to  be  composed  partly  of  taxes  to  be 
successively  laid,  at  the  respective  periods  of  cre- 
ating them,  partly  of  the  surplus  cuvidend  to  be 
expected  on  the  stock  belonging  to  the  Crovem- 
ment,  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  beyond 
the  interest  to  be  paid  on  account  of  it,  and  partly 
of  the  funds  heretofore  pledged  for  the  payment  of 
interest,  which  will  have  been  liberated  upon  so 
much  of  the  Debt  as  will  have  been  extinguished. 
The  respective  amounts  of  the  taxes  to  be  seve- 
rally laid,  will  be— 
In  the  1st  year,  -  -  -  $  43,199  06 
In  the  2d  year,        -        -       -  109,391  60 

In  the  3d  year,        -        -        -  115,956  17 

In  the  4th  year,       -        -        -  102,912  48 

In  the  5th  year,       ...  102,743  12 

In  the  6th  year,       -        -        -  107,680  20 

In  the  7th  year,       ...  109,649  32 


Making  together,  - 


$691,530  95 


The  sum  which  will  have  been  redeemed  prior 
CO  the  1st  day  of  January,  1802,  will  be  $5,443,- 
607  37.  The  sum  redeemable  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1802.  will  be  $1,126,616  44 ;  and  the  fund, 
which  will  thencefortn  exist  for  the  purpose  or 
future  redemption,  as  is  particularly  shown  by  the 
schedule  D,  will  be  $1,210,744  34 ;  exceeding  the 
sum  strictly  necessary  by  $84127  90;  a  fund, 
which  including  the  mterest  from  year  to  year 
liberated,  will,  as  already  intimated,  be  completely 
adequate  to  the  final  redemption  of  the  whole 
amount  of  six  per  cent  stock,  as  well  the  deferred 
as  that  bearing  a  present  interest,  according  to  the 
right  which  has  been  reserved  for  that  purpose. 

In  the  meantime,  a  further  impression  will  be 
made  upon  the  Debt  by  the  investment  of  the  resi- 
due of  the  funds,  heretofore  established,  in  the 
purchase  of  it ;  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  restoration 
of  peace  with  the  Indians  will  enable  the  applica- 
tion of  the  surplus  of  the  existing  revenues,  to- 
gether with  the  proceeds  of  the  cecfed  lands  in  our 
Western  Territory,  to  the  same  object.  These, 
whenever  they  can  be  brought  into  action,  will  be 


important  aids,  materially  accel^ratinr  the  ulti- 
mate redemption  of  the  entire  Debt  The  employ- 
ment of  these  resources,  when  it  can  be  done,  by 
increasing  the  interest  fund,  will  proportionaUy 
lessen  the  necessity  of  using  the  resource  of  taxa- 
tion for  creatinsr  the  proposed  annuities,  if  the 
Government  shiul  iudffe  it  advisable  to  avail  itself 
of  the  substitute  which  may  accrue  from  that  cir- 
cumstance. 

Having  now  given  a  general  view  of  the  plan, 
which  has  appeared  upon  the  whole  the  most  eli- 
gible, it  is  necessary  in  the  next  jdace  to  preseot 
to  the  consideration  of  the  House  the  requisite 
funds  for  commenein^  the  execution  of  it  These 
will  embrace  a  provision  for  the  first  annuity  only; 
that  alone  requiring,  by  the  plan^  immediate  oro- 
vision.  With  regard  to  a  provision  for  the  suMe- 
quent  annuities,  which  is  proposed  to  be  succes- 
sive, the  Secretary  will  content  himself  with  this 
feneral  observation,  that  he  discerns  no  intrinsic 
ifficulty  in  making  provision  for  thein,  as  fast  a& 
shall  be  necessary,  with  due  convenience  to  the 
people,  and  consistently  with  the  idea  of  abstain- 
ing from  taxing  lands  and  buildings,  ^with  the 
stock  and  implements  of  farms,)  reservmg  them 
as  a  resource  for  those  jpe^t  emergencies,  which 
call  for  a  full  exertion  ofall  the  contributive  facul- 
ties of  a  country. 

The  following  means  for  constituting  the  first 
annpity,  are  remctfuUy  submitted,  viz: 

Annual  surplus  of  tne  dividend  on  the  stock 
of  Government  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
beyond  the  interest  to  be  paid  out  of  the  said  divi- 
dend, estimated  at  $60,000. 

Tax  on  horses,  kept  or  used  for  the  purpose  of 
riding,  or  of  drawing  any  coach,  charicH,  {mstcm, 
chaise,  chair,  suikey,  or  other  carriage,  for  convey- 
ance of  persons;  excepting  and  exempting  ul 
horses  which  are  usually  and  chiefly  employ^  for 
the  purposes  of  husbandry,  or  in  drawing  wagons^ 
wains,  drays,  carts,  or  other  carriages,  for  the 
transportation  of  produce,  goods,  merchandise,  and  ' 
cominodities,  or  in  carrying  burdens,  in  the  course 
of  the  trade  or  occupation  of  the  penons  to  whom 
they  res{>ectively  belong,  and  the  norses  of  persons 
in  tne  military  service  oif  the  United  States,  viz : 

For  every  horse,  not  above  excepted  and  exempt- 
ed, at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  per  annum,  where 
only  one  is  used  or  kept  by  the  same  person;  with 
an  addition  of  fifty  cents  per  annum  per  horse, 
where  more  than  one  and  not  more  than  two 
horses  are  kept  or  used  by  the  same  person ;  with 
an  addition  of  one  dollar  per  annum  per  horse 
where  more  than  two,  and  not  more  than  four  are 
kept  or  used  by  the  same  person;  and  with  an 
addition  of  one  dollar  and  a  half  per  horse,  per 
annum,  where  more  than  four  are  kept  or  used  by 
the  same  person:  Provided,  That  this  addition 
shall  not  be  made  in  respect  to  horses  usually  em- 
ployed in  public  stages,  for  the  conveyance  ai 
passengers. 

This  progressive  increase  of  rates  on  the  higher 
numbers,  has  reference  to  the  presumption  of 
greater  wealth,  which  arises  from  the  possession 
of  such  higher  numbers. 

The  product  of  this  tax  wOl  probably  be  about 
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equal  to  the  residue  of  the  proposed  annuity,  which 
is  $43,199  06.  How  near  the  truth  this  estimate 
may  prove,  experiment  alone  can,  in  so  untried  a 
case,  decide.  An  aid  to  this  fund  may  be  derired 
from  the  surplus  diridend  on  the  Bank  stock,  for 
the  half  jrear  ending  the  last  of  December  next, 
which  it  is  presumS  will  be  not  less  than  twenty 
thousand  dollars.  Should  a  deficiency  appear  upon 
trial,  it  can  be  supplied  by  a  future  proYision. 

Proper  regulations  for  the,collectionof  this  tax 
will,  it  is  beheved,  be  found  not  difiScult,  if  the  tax 
itself  shall  be  deemed  eligible.  Its  simplicity  has 
been  a  considerable  recommendation  of  it.  Cluali* 
fied  as  it  is,  it  is  not  likely  to  fall  on  any  but  such 
who  can  afford  to  pay  it.  The  exemption  from 
the  tax,  in  regard  to  horses  which  are  appropriated 
to  the  purposes  of  husbandry,  or  of  any  trade  or 
occupation,  or  to  the  transportation  of  commodo- 
ties,  seems  to  obviate  all  reasonable  objection. 

If,  however,  there  should  appear  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, reasons  for  preferring  a  tax  on  carriages  for 
pleasure — which,  it  may  be  observed,  will  operate 
on  nearljr  the  same  description  of  persons — the 
sum  required  may,  it  is  believed,  be  produced  from 
the  following  arrangement  of  rates,  viz : 

Upon  every  coach,^  the  annual  sum  of  four  dol- 
lars \  upon  every  chariot,  the  annual  sum  of  three 
dollars ;  upon  every  other  carriage  for  the  convey- 
ance of  persons,  having  four  wneels,  the  annual 
sum  of  two  dollars ;  and  upon  every  chair,  sulkey, 
or  other  carriage,  for  the  conveyance  of  persons, 
having  less  than  four  wheels,  the  annual  sum  or 
one  dollar. 

The  collection  of  this  tax  will  be  as  simple  and 
easy,  and  perhaps  more  certain,  than  that  which, 
has  been  primarily  submitted. 

With  regard  to  the  second  object  referred  to 
the  Secretary,  namelv,  the  plan  of  a  provision  for 
the  reimbursement  or  the  Loan  made  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  pursuant  to  the  eleventh 


section  of  the  act  by  which  it  is  incorporated,  the 
following  is  respectfully  submitted,  to  wit:  That 
power  be  pYea  by  law  to  borrow  the  sum  due,  to 
be  applied  to  that  reimbursement:  and  that  so 
mucn  of  the  dividend  on  the  stock  of  the  Oovem- 
ment  in  the  Bank  as  may  be  necessary,  be  appro- 
priated for  paying  the  interest  of  the  sum  to  be 
borrowed. 

From  this  operation,  it  is  obvious  that  a  saving 
to  the  Qovernment  will  result,  equal  to  the  differ- 
ence between  the  interest  which  will  be  pavable 
on  the  new  Loan  and  that  which  is  payable  on 
the  sum  now  due  to  the  Bank.  If  the  proposed 
Loan  can  be  effected  at  the  rate  of  those  last  made 
in  Holland,  the  nett  saving  to  the  Government 
may  be  computed  at  the  annual  sum  of  $35,000: 
which  saving,  whatever  it  may  be^  is  contemplated 
as  part  of  the  means  for  consntuting  the  proposed 
annuities. 

The  benefit  of  this  arrangement  will  be  accele- 
rated, if  provision  be  made  for  the  application  of 
the  proceeds  of  any  Loans  heretofore  obtained,  to 
the  paymeot  suggested,  on  the  condition  of  re- 
placing the  sums  which  may  be  so  applied  out  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  Loan  or  Loans  wnich  shall  be 
made  pursuant  to  the  power  above  proposed  to 
be  given. 

It  will  also  conduce  to  the  general  end  in  view, 
if  the  Legislature  shall  think  proper,  to  authorize 
the  investment  of  the  funds  destined  for  the  pur- 
chases of  the  Debt,  in  purchases  of  six  per  cent, 
stock,  at  the  market  price,  though  above  par.  The 
comparative  prices  of  the  several  kinds  of  stock 
have  been,  and  frequently  may  be,  such  as  to  ren- 
der it  more  profitable  to  make  investments  in  the 
six  per  cents,  than  in  any  other  species  of  stock. 

All  which  is  humbly  submitteu. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasurjf, 

Trbasdrt  Department,  Nov.  30, 1792. 
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Table  showing  the  effect  of  a  sum  annuaUy  created,  equal  to  the  interest  of  the  turn  to  he  redeemed 
within  each  year,  for  a  period  of  nine  years,  commencing  from  the  Ut  of  January,  1793,  en  the 
ntppoeition  that  the  intereet  on  the  sum  annually  redeemed  6e  invested  as  it  is  liberated  in  we  pw> 
chase  of  six  per  cent,  stock,  at  the  price  of  twenty-two  shillings  on  tJie  pound. 


Periods  of  redemption. 

Sums  annually 
redeemable. 

Interest  umoallj 
liberated. 

Sums  annually 
pofdmied. 

January  1, 1794 

Do      1795 

Do      1796 

Do      1797 

Do      1798 

Do      1799 

Do      1800        .           .           -           -           - 

Do      1801 

Do      1802 

Interest  on  Debt  paid  in  and  purchased 

$550,000  00 
583,000  00 
617,980  00 
655,058  80 
694,362  33 
736,024  07 
780,185  52 
826,996  65 

1,126,616  44 

$33,000  00 
34,980  00 
37,078  80 
39,303  52 
41,661  73 
44,161  44 
46,811  13 
49,619  79 
67,596  41 
65,000  00 

$291,172  04 

262;523  05 

231,916  56 

199,233  86 

164,349  20 

127,129  15 

87,432  33 

45,108  90 

61,451  28 

572,520  70 

$459,212  82 

$2,043,837  07 

• 
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Junvy  1, 1794  - 
Do  1795  - 
Do  1796  -  - 
Do  1797  - 
Do  1798  - 
Eh)  1799  -  - 
Do  ISOO  - 
Do  1801  - 
Do       1802     - 

Total  wm  radMmcdbr 
lit  January,  1802 


1 

Tnponiy  kNUM. 

i 

^ 

i 

1 

1 

1^ 

1 
1 

m 

!• 

1 

1 

♦550,000  00 

Jan.  1, 1799 

5 

%         >400 

1793 

6 

(103,190  06 

583,000  00 

Do     1800 

ft 

1794 

6 

109,391  60 

617,980  00 

Do     1801 

ft 

15  51 

1795 

(i 

115,955  17 

666,058  80 

Do     1802 

ft 

)8  44 

1796 

6 

122,912  48 

691,362  33 

Do      1802 

4 

n  41 

1797 

ft 

152,743  12 

736,024  07 

Do     1802 

a 

11  46 

1798 

4 

780,185  52 

Do      1802 

2 

>4  53 

1799 

3 

272,848  3S 

826,996  65 

Do     1802 

1 

K48 

1800 

2 

42^  64 

(6,570,233  81 

Tiusrar  DrntXTiuan,  November  30, 1792. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 

•N>B.  All  tlMoaloidBlunU'in  thiataUe  pioeeed  upon  a  rate  of  five  per  cent,  inlereft. 


C. 

JWode  ijf  constituting  IA«  propoied  aMmittet. 

179&  Snrpliu  dividend  of  Bank  stock  beyond  the  intereat  which  will  b« 

payable  estimated  «t        -----           -  (60,000  00 

Tai 43,199  06 

179*.  Tax -  '- 

1795.  Tax 

1796.  Part  of  annual  interact  converted  into  awiuity       •           -           -  20,000  00 
Tax 102,912  48 

WW.  Pm«  afantntal  interest  oonvCTted  into  annuity      -          .          -  50,000  00 

Ta« 102,743  12 

1796.  Part  of  annual  intereat  converted  into  annuity       -           -           -  90,000  00 

Tax  - 107,680  20 

1799.  Part  of  annual  interest  conrerted  into  annuity       -           -           -  60,000  00 
Amiiity  of  the  first  year  now  liberated  by  reimbunement  of  first 

Loan 103,199  06 

Tax 109,649  33 

tew.  Part  of  annual  interest  conrerted  into  annuity      -           -           .  220,000  00 
Annuity  of  teeoiKl  year  now  liberated  by  reimborsement  of  second 

Loan 109,391  60 

-Part  t>f  arrears  of  interest  to  be  applied  for  balance  of  annuity  of 

lUayear 94,193  04 


(103,199  0 
109,391  e 
115,955  1 


122,912  4 
152,743   1 
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But  a  fltipidementaTj  pranskm  will  be  to  be  made  for  Ike  seeond  year, 
eqwi  to  the  Bom  of  $94,192  04,  as  the  fund  in  that  paitieular  is  not 
amnttl.    This  may  also  arise  from  the  arrears- of  interest 

The  payment  to  be  made  on  the  1st  of  January,  1802,  may  proceed  from 
the  following  funds : 

Amount  of  aaavity  of  thud-  year  liberated  by  reimbursement  of  third 
Loan      --------- 

Unappropriated  arrears  of  interest  -  -  -  ,  . 

Temporary  Loan  -  -- 


115,955  17 
200i00  00 
810,661  27 


Trbasurt  Department,  November  30, 1792. 


1,126,616  44 


ALEXANDBE  HAMPTON. 


p. 

View  of  redeeming  Jmd  ie-(md  upon  the  1st  January,  1802. 

Interest  which  will  have  been  liberated  bv  putchases  and  payments  into  the  Treasury, 

exclusive  of  redemptions  according  to  tneproposed^  plan           -  -  -  .  $65,000>00 

January  1, 1794,  by  redemption  of    $550,000  00,  riite  si^  per  c^e|it*  -  -  -  3^000  00 

Bo      1795           do                     583,000  00        '  io           -  -  -  -  34^980  00 

Do      1796           do                      617,980  00           do           -  -  -  -  37,678  80 

Do      1797           do                      655,058  80           do           -  -  -  -  39,303  52 

Do      1798           do                     ^94)362  33           do           -  -  -  -  41,061:73 

Do      1799           do                      736,024  07           ik>           -  -  -  *  44,I§1  44 

Do      1800           do                     780485  58           do           -  -  -  -  4^11 13 

Do      1801           do                      826,996  65           do           -  •  -  -  49,619  79 

Do      1802           do                   l,126y616  44          ^           .  .  -  .  B7,a06i98 

Total -  $45e,ftl3i39 

Taonea  indiich  will  hare  been  laid— 

1793 -  •  -  -       $43^199  66 

17$4 W%d»h^ 

1795 115,916  17 

1796 102^12  46 

1797 102,743  12 

1798 107.680  20 

1799  109,649  32 

691,930  95 

Surplus  dividend  of  Bank  stock  beyond  the  interest  which  will  be  payable  out  of  it      -       60,000  00 

Total $1,210,744  34 

AMOUIIT  OF  INTEREST  COlfVtRTBD  INTO  ANNUITIES. 

1796 $20,000  00 

1797 50,000  00 

1798 90,000  00 

1800 220,000  00 

Annual  sum  at  the  end  of  1800  -  -  $380,000  00 

Treasury  Department,  November  30, 1792. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 


[Oommimiefited  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  January  4, 1793.] 

In  the  House  of  RspRESENTATrvEs  of  the  United  States, 

Monday,  December  24,  1792. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  an  account  of 
the  application  of  the  moneys  borrowed  in  Antwerp  and  Amsterdam  for  the  United  States  within 
the  present  year. 

Thursday,  December  27. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  cause  this  House  to  be  fur- 
nished with  a  particular  account  of  the  several  sums  borrowed  imder  his  authority  by  the  United 
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States ;  the  terms  on  which  each  Loan  has  heen  obtained ;  the  af^catimis  to  which  anjr  of  the 
moneys  ha^e  been  made,  agreeably  to  appropriations ;  and  the  balances,  if  any,  which  remam  unap- 
plied. In  this  statement,  it  is  requested  that  it  may  be  specified  at  what  times  interest  commenc^i 
on  the  several  sums  obtained,  ana  at  what  times  it  was  stopped,  by  the  several  payments  made. 


Trbasurt  Depabtment,  Jamtary  3, 1793. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  an  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit 
sundry  statements,  Nos.  1, 11,  III,  IV,  respecting  the  several  Foreign  Loans  which  have  been  made 
under  his  authority,  by  the  United  States,  showing,  in  conformity  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  27th  of  December,  as  far  as  the  materiab  in  the  possession  of  the  Treasury 
will  now  permit,  the  several  particulars  specified  in  that  resolution.  These  statements  will  equally 
fulfil  the  object  of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  34th  of  December. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  Home  of  RepresentaHve$. 


No.  1. 


LOANB^  (a.) 

First  Loan,  made  at  Amsterdam,  commencing  on  the  1st  of  February,  1790,  at  5 

per  cent,  interest,  and  4)  per  cent,  charges  ..... 
Second  Loan,  made  at  Amsterdam,  commencing  on  the  1st  of  March,  1791,  at  5 

per  cent,  interest,  and  4  per  cent,  charges  .  .  .  .  . 

Third  Loan,  made  at  Amsterdam,  commencing  on  the  1st  of  September,  1791,  at 

5  per  cent,  interest,  and  4  per  cent,  charges  ..... 
Fourth  Loan,  made  at  Antwerp,  commencing  on  the  1st  of  December,  1791,  at  ^ 

per  cent,  interest,  and  4  per  cent,  charges  ..... 

Fildi  Loan,  made  at  Amsterdam,  commencing  on  the  1st  of  January,  1792,  at  4 

per  cent,  interest,  and  5^  per  cent,  charges  ..... 
Sixth  Loan,  made  at  Amsterdam,  commencing  on  the  1st  of  June,  1792,  at  4  per 

cent,  interest,  and  5  per  cent,  charges     ...... 


On  3,000,000  florins, 
2,500,000  do 
6,000,000  do 
2,050,000  do 
3,000,000  do 
3,000,000     do 


Charges  upon  the  Loom. 
at  4^  per  cent. 


Florins,  it,  p. 


3,000,000  00  0 

2,500,000  00  0 

6,000,000  00  0 

2,050,000  00  0 

3,000,000  00  0 

3,000,000  00  0 
19,550,000  00  0 


at  4 
at  4 
at  4 
at  5i 
at  5 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


135,000  00  0 
100,000  00  0 
240,000  00  0 
82,000  00  0 
165,000  00  0 
150,000  00  0 


1790.  Dec. 

1791.  June  10, 
Aug.  11, 
Sept.  12, 

15, 
22, 
22, 
29, 
Oct.     3, 

13, 

20, 

24, 
Nov.  10, 
Dec.  10, 

1792.  Aug.    9, 


Nett  amount  ot  the  Loans 

PaymeiUa  made  to  France,  (6.) 

Livres  toumois.  s.  d. 
3,  Remittance  from  Amsterdam,    3,611,950  00  0 
do 


872,000  00  0 
18,678,000  00  0 


do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  from  Antwerp, 

do  from  Amsteroam 


Florins,  st,p, 
1,500,014  09  0 


2,696,629  04  0  1,005,000  00  0 
941,176  09  0   352,187  10  0 


642,896  09  9 

1,080,874  12  6 

1,457,734  15  4 

907,280  15  2 

616,212  14  7 

220,680  10  0 

806,420  03  3 

1,139,053  14  1 

811,154  02  8 

487,692  02  8 

1,540,909  02  0 


238,233  06  0 
400,531  12  0 
539,414  10  0 
335,726  14  0 
229,500  15  0 
81,957  10  0 
300,951  09  0 
429,550  16  0 
302,291  04  0 
180,606  13  0 
567,825  00  0 


5,367,272  14  6  1,968,000  00  0 
6,000,000  00  0  1,641,250  00  0 


28,327,937  09  6  10,073,043  08  0 


1 
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Ckargex  on  the  remUtanceB  to  Prance. 
Brokerage  on  10,073*043  florins,  8  stivers,  at  1  per  miUe    -  -     10,073  01  0 


10,083,116  09  0 

PaymenU  on  account  of  other  Foreign  Loam  Tnacie  and  to  be 
mad€y  to  the  Ut  of  January,  1793,  inchmvely, 

1791.  February  1  -  -  .  -  289,783  06  0 
June  1  ...  -  350,000  00  0 

1792.  February  1  -  -  -  -  230,000  00  0 
March  i  .  .  .  .  119,879  04  0 
June  1  ...  -  350,000  00  0 
September  1  -  -  -  .  294,566  13  0 
December  1  ...  -     92,250  00  0 

179a  January      1  -  -  -  -  106,709  19  8 

1,833,189  02  8 

From  which  deduct  so  much  remitted  to  the  Com- 
missioners from  the  Treasury,  pursuant  to  spe- 
cial appropriations  by  the  acts,  entitled  "An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Ooyemment  for  the  year  1790,"  and  ^An  act 
making  certain  appropriations  therein  men- 
tioned^   100,000  00  0 

1,733,189  02  8 

Commission  on  the  payment  of  1,917,250  florins,  interest  at  1 
per  cent.  ..--...         19,172  10  0 

For  postage  and  adyertising       .....  613  08  8 

For  interest  on  the  Debt  due  to  certain  foreign  officers,  payable 
in  Paris,  (c) 105,000  00  0 

Reimbursement  of  the  Spanish  Debt,  estimated  at  (d)  -  -       680,000  00  0 

Bills  drawn  upon  the  Commissioners  in  Amsterdam,  by  the 

Treasurer  (e) 5,649,621  02  8 

18,270,712  12  8 

Leaving  a  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners,  of  florins    -  407,287  07  8 

REMARKS. 

(a.)  The  dates  here  mentioned  are  those  for  commencing  payments  on  account  of  the  respective 
Loans.  The  usage  is  to  allow  a  certain  time  to  the  subscriMrs  rordinarily  from  three  to  six  months) 
to  pay  in  the  sums  subscribed,  the  sums  paid  in  in  each  month  bearing  mterest  from  the  beginning 
of  the  month.  The  schedule  No.  2  shows  the  monthly  periods  of  actual  payment.  The  first  of  these 
Loans  was  set  on  foot  by  our  bankers  in  Holland,  without  previous  authority,  for  reasons  of  weight, 
respecting  the  interests  and  credit  of  the  United  States.  A  due  regard  to  the  motives  and  considera- 
tions relative  to  tbe  yet  unascertained  effect  of  our  financial  arrangements  in  their  first  stages,  led  to 
an  acceptance  of  that  Loan  on  account  of  the  Grovemment.  The  fourth  of  these  Loans  was  originally 
contracted  for  3,000,000  of  florins,  but  950,000  florins  were  afterwards  suppressed,  in  consequence  of 
its  beinff  found  that  monev  had  become  obtainable  at  a  lower  rate  of  interest 

(6.)  The  conversion  or  florins  into  livres,  in  each  case,  is  regulated  by  the  actual  market  rate  of 
exchange  at  the  time  of  payment.  It  is,  however,  understood  that  there  is  to  be  a  re-liquidation,  with 
a  view  to  certain  equitable  considerations.  The  rate  of  exchanj^  for  the  proceeds  of  the  Antwerp 
Loan  is  stated  by  analogy,  no  more  certain  rule  being  at  present  m  possession  of  the  Treasury. 

(c.)  The  actual  payment  of  this  interest  is  not  yet  known  at  the  Treasury,  but  an  appropriation 
has  been  made  for  it,  at  the  disposal  of  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  in  France. 

{d,)  Advice  is  received  that  this  payment  was  ^oing  on,  though  it  had  not  been  completed.  There 
is  no  cause  to  doubt  that  it  has  been  smce  carried  into  full  effect. 

(e,)  The  produce  of  the  bills  drawn  for  this  sum,  and  other  particulars  respecting  it,  will  appear 
from  the  schedules  Nos.  3  and  4. 

According  to  the  terms  of  all  these  Loans  the  United  States  are  bound  to  reimburse,  in  fifteen  years, 
by  equal  instalments,  the  first  beginnin^^  the  eleventh  year ;  but  the  United  States  nave  reserved  a 
right  upon  all  except  the  two  last  to  reimburse  at  any  time  at  their  pleasure.  The  reimbursement  of 
the  two  last  (accoraing  to  the  general  usase  of  the  country  observed  m  all  Loans  by  the  United  States 
prior  to  the  present  Government)  cannot  begin  till  the  eleventh  year. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  Secretary  of  the  Treaeury. 

Treasdrt  Dbpartmbnt,  January  3, 1793. 
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No.  U. 

8tatemeta  thomng  the  fortieulaT periods vhmihebond* wen dMrikutei^MU^tti^^ 

vfonthe  different  Loaiu. 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

ON  THE  PIR8T  LOAN,  DATED  FEERHABT  1,  1790. 

1790.  February,        Received  by  the  Ck)inmissioner8 
March, 

June, 

July, 

August, 

September, 

October, 

November, 

December, 

1791.  January, 

ON  THE  SECOND  LOAN,  DATED  MARCH  1,  1791. 

1791.   February,  Received  by  the  Commissioners 

March,                       do                     do  -  - 

April,                        do                     do  -  - 

May,                         do                     do  -  - 

ON  THE  THIRD  LOAN,  DATED  SEPTEMBER  1,  1791. 

1791.  August  31,      Received  by  the  Commissioners 
September  30,  do  do 

October  31,  do  do  -  - 

November  30,  do  do  -  - 

December  31,  do  do  -  - 

ON  TRV  rOXTRTH  LOAN,  MADE  AT  ANTWERP,  DATED  DECEMBER  1,  1791. 

The  details  of  this  Loan  are  deficient.    Paid,  as  received,  to  France 

ON  THE  FIFTH  LOAN,  DATED  JANUAJRT  1,  1792. 

1791.  December  31,  Received  by  the  Commissioners 

1792.  January  31,  do  do  -  - 
February,                   do                     do                  -           - 


March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


112,000  > 
52,000  5 


ON  THE  8IZTH  LOAN^  DATED  JUNE  1,  1792. 


1792.  June  1, 
Do 

August, 
September, 
October, 
November, 


Received  by  the  Commissioners 


do 

do 

do 

Pavabie 

do 


do 
do 
do 


FUnwM. 

1,167,000 

515,000 

232,000 

230,000 

191,000 

191,000 

32,000 

39,000 

39,060 

39,000 

170,000 

155,000 


669,000 

1,058,000 

317,000 

456,000 


1,905,000 

1,816,000 

1,379,000 

870;000 

30,000 


509,000 
701,000 
524,000 
439,000 
378,000 
285,000 

164,000 


705,000 

761,000 

468,000 

222,000 

•281,000 

♦281,000 

♦282,000 


3,000,000 


2,56O;O0O 


6,000,000 


2,050,000 


3,000p00 


3,000,000 


ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  SecnAary  of  the  Treasury. 
Triasury  Department,  Jamiary  3, 1793. 
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^iV^"i^PP«^VV*H^|M 


*  Loans. 

■     'ii'i'^iiiajWi  ■ II     1 


No.  HI. 

mi$ii(mer9  m  Amtterdam^  shommg  the  appUeaHan  af^te  m&neg^  arimng  Jrmn  ^ie  milm  qf  ^i09e 
bUls,  and  the  balance  which  remaine  unapplied.  , 


The  amount  of  bills  sold  by  the  Banks  of  North  America  and  New     FUrrvM  ets.  p. 
Y«rk,m9  6ettftedattlieTv6aBUry,i8  ....    2,468,67312    8 

Amount  of  interest  wkieli  has  arisen  on  the  credit  allowed  to  the 

pOTeinBcrs  ..  —  .•  —  ".  —  — 

Amount  of  bills  furnished  the  Secretary  of  State     -        99,000  00 
Do  do  do  -         95,947  10 

194,947  10    0 


DoUa.  cU. 
997,443.53 

8,082  63 


78,766  67 


*^i^ 


w*im*mm^ 


3^3,621    2    6      1,084^293  03 


Amount  ofbilU  dUpoeed  of  by  the  Bank  of  the  Urdt^  States, 

1792.  Ftorina.  Dolls.  cU. 

April        17        500,000  favor  J.  Kean,     at  36  4^11  cts.  202,020  20 
June        30        123,7^  T.Jefferson,    do  dO,000  00 

^o  Oct  15  (  14^)^^  J-  K«^         ^  7-10  cts.  4«r,700  00 

Not.        30     l^,#eO  T.  Willifik,  36  4-11  cts.  500,000  00 

Bee.        28         04,750  J.  Kean,         do  10,080  00 

Interest  which  wiU  odoiue  on  the  sales,  eotnputed  aooMdiBf  to  the 
terms  prescribad     --..--- 


2,986,000    0    0 


1,200,720  20 
10,756  90 


5,649,621    2    8 


^ 


769  13 


Payments  nuide  on  ajccowit  of  the  Frend^  IM$.pTmcipt!My  forthettgipl 

St  Dtftningo, 


1792.   February    21,  to  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France 
December  15,  do  do  do 

February    21,  the  Consul  General  of  France 
March        12, 
May  31, 

September  17, 

28, 
October  15, 
November    1, 

16, 

22, 

30, 
Deeember  15! 

31, 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

•do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

4o 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

$8,325  00 

^445  00 

22,000  00 

100,000  00 

100,000  00 

26,068  00 

17,936  00 

24,660  00 

19,961  00 

2^358  M 

8^997  <K) 

64,935  01 

34^568  82 

10,000  00 


Payment  of  the  Debt  due  to  certain  foreign  officers,  made  and  to  be  made 


*$445,263  83 
tl91,316  90 

636,580  73 


ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  Secretary  iff  the  Treasury. 
Theasury  Dbpartmbht,  January  3, 1793. 

*  Tbe  oontinaing  neeesiitiM  of  the  Colony  of  8t  Domingo  wffl  call  ftnr  ftnthttr  vmipllBs.    A  dtoMo  of  tlUB 
'flaiiond  AMembly  of  France,  of  tiie  SOth  of  Jime,  179S»  (xmtemplalwa  sspply  fir^ 
fivTM,  or^7S6,000. 

tProrision  has  been  made  for  the  payment  of  the  principal  part  of  the  interim  oT  this  Debt,  aft  P«ni>  aecavikig 
to  atipalatkm.    Inieraet  opon  Ihe  whole  ceawd  on  the  Itt  of  Jannayy,  1793. 

The  residue  of  the  ram  drawn  for  is  applicable  to  the  pun^base  of  the  PoUie  Debt    XMve  vomains  1o  be 
reoeiTed,  aeoordiag  to  tbe  terms  of  sale,  9683,132  03. 
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No.  IV. 

A  particular  statement  of  the  biU$  drawn  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States^  showing  the  difieretd 
periods  when  drawn  and  paid  in  AmstercUtm^  and  the  balance  remaining  unpaid  on  the  6th  rf 
Septeml^,  1792. 


Date  of 

1 

Amount  of  Mlla 

When 

In  whose  &Tor. 

Amount  of  bills 

When  paid  in  Am- 

Amount  of  bills 

theSecre- 

directed  to  be 

drawn. 

drawn  by  the 

sterdam. 

paid  in    Am- 

taiy'a di- 

drawn. 

Treasurer. 

sterdam. 

rection. 

• 

J 

17»0. 

Florins  si.  p. 

1790. 

Florins  st.p* 
25,000    0  0 

1791— 

Florins  9t.p. 

Deo.  15 

26,000 

od 

Dec  17 

T.  Francis     - 

fipom  21  to  28  Feb. 

276,978  12  0 

15 

25,000 

0  0 

17 

Wm.  Seton    - 

25,000    0  0 

14  to  22  Mar. 

154,608  10  0 

20 

3,052 

10  0 

20 

T.  Francis      - 

3/>52  10  0 

4  to  30  April 
16  to  26  May 

339,786  10  8 

22 

7,000 

0  0 

23 

Do 

7,000    0  0 

95,000    0  0 

30 

8,340 

0  0 

30 

Do 

8,340    0  0 

31  May 

99,000     0  0 

31 
1791. 
Jan.      1 

25,000 

0  0 

31 

Do 

25,000    0  0 

6  to  27  July 

323,340  18  0 

110,000 

0  0 

% 

Do           1 

1  to  24  Aug. 

186,002  11  0 

6 

100,000 

0  0 

W.Beton 

12  to  26  Sept 

40,966  11  0 

18 

27 

100,000 
100,000 

0  0 
0  0 

1791 
•   Jul.  ' 

T.  Francis 
Do 

710,000    0  0 

6  to  31  Oct 
6to28Dec 

45,000    0  0 
39,640    0  0 

27 

200,000 

0  0 

W.  Seton 

1792—3  to  31  Jan. 

792,416    5  0 

29 

100,000 

0  0 

T.  Francis 

11  to  20  Feb. 

32,644  16  0 

Mar.  18 

99,000 

0  0 

Mar.  19 

T.Jefferson    - 

99,000     0  0 

6  to  30  Mar. 

138,600    0  0 

May     8 

200,000 

0  0 

] 

T.Francis      ^ 

10  April 
2  May 

95,947  10  0 

3 
21 

200,000 
100,000 

0  0 
0  0 

Do. 

W.  Seton        1 
Do 

600,000    0  0 

4,000    0  0 

21 

100,000 

0  0 

J       L 

T.  Francis 

Verbal 

^                            ^ 

• 

direction 

65,281 

2  8 

June 

Do 

65,281     2  8 

Oct   31 
31 

500,000 
500,000 

0  0 
0  0 

>0ctd(5 
5    Nov.  I 

Do            ) 
W.  Seton       5 

1,000,000    0  0 

1792. 

1792. 

Jan.  27 

95,947 

10  0 

Jan.  27 

T.  Jefiferson    • 

95,947  10  0 

2,663,621 

2  8 

2,663,621     2  8 

2,663,621     2  8 

1792— 
from   2  to  25  July 

April  17 

500,000 

0  0 

April 

John  Kean     - 

500,000    0  0 

876,946  19  0 

June  29 

123,750 

0  0 

June  30 

T.  Jefferson    - 

123,750    0  0 

3  to  27  Aug. 

246,803     1  0 

July   12 

500,000 

0  0 

July 

John  Kean     - 

500,000    0  0 

Balance  remaining 

Aug.  30 

200,000 

0  0 

August 

Do 

200,000    0  0 

to  be  paid  on  the 

Oct     8 

300,000 

0  0 

Obtober 

Do 

300,000    0  0 

6tfa  S^t,  1792   - 

2,362,250    0  0 

15 

100,000 

0  0 

Do 

Do 

100,000    0  0 

Not.  30 

1,237,500 

0  0 

Dec 

T.  Willing     - 

1,237,500    0  0 

Dec  28 

24,750 

0  0 

Do 

John  Kean     - 

24,750    0  0 

2,986,000 

0  0 

2,986,000    0  0 

2,986,000    0  0 

REMARKS. 


The  bills  drawn  from  the  15th  December,  1790,  to  June,  1791,inclusiTely^  have  been  sold  at  36  4-11 
ninetieths  of  a  dollar  per  guilder,  payable  in  silty  days,  or  in  ninety,  with  mterest  for  thirty  da3rs. 

Those  drawn  in  October  and  November,  1791,  have  been  sold  at  the  same  rate  of  exchange  for 
cash,  or  on  a  credit  not  exceeding  ninety  days,  the  purchaser  paying  interest  for  the  whole  term  of 
the  credit.  The  terms  upon  which  the  bills  m  April,  1792,  have  been  disposed  of  were  a  credit  of 
six  months ;  the  first  two  months  without  interest,  and  the  last  four  montlis  with  an  allowance  of  six 
per  cent  by  the  purchaser,  the  rate  of  exchange  as  before.  In  July,  August,  and  October,  179S,  the 
imte  of  exchaage  was  fortv  cents  and  seven  miUs  per  guilder,  one  moiety  to  be  paid  in  two,  and  tke 
other  moiety  in  four  montns,  with  interest  from  the  time  of  each  sale.  In  November  and  December, 
1792,  the  exchange  was  36  4-11  ninetieths  of  a  dollar. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  Secretary  of  the  Treamsry. 

Trbabury  Dbpabtmint,  January  3, 1793. 
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Lmjou, 

[CmnamiftM  to  tlkt  VLvam  of  Bqpwtcintitivai,  JflBiuury  11, 1798.] 

Trbasury  Department,  Jcamary  10, 1793. 

Sir  :  The  resolation  of  the  House  of  RepresodtatiTes  of  the  27th  <tf  December  last  haWng  been 
considered  as  contemplating  Foreign  Loans  only,  the  statements  rendered  to  the  House  on  the  3d  in- 
stant, were  confined  merely  to  those  objects. 

But}  lest  a  greater  latitude  should  have  been  intended  by  that  resolution,  I  have  the  honor  to  trans- 
mit^ herewith,  a  sui>plementary  statement.  No.  V.,  which  contains  the  several  sums  that  have  been 
borrowed  in  tne  United  States,  under  the  authority  of  the  President ;  and  to  be,  with  perfect  respect, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  iSfecrctory  oftht  Treatwry. 

The  Hon.  Speaker  of  the  Borne  oj  RepresentoHvea  of  the  United  States. 


No.  V. 

A  $tatement  of  the  moneys  %t>kich  have  been  borrowed  in  the  United  States,  by  the  Government^  and 

appUed  pursua$U  to  several  acts  of  Congress, 

Under  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Qoyemment  for  the  year 
1790,"  the  following  sums  were  b(Mrrowed  from  the  Bank  of  New  York,  and  implied  as  specified  in 
the  said  act,  viz : 

1790«  March  31,  $30,000 
AprU     8,    25,000 

55,000,  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent,  per  annum,  from  the  req[>ectiTe  dates  mentioned, 
to  the  14th  May,  1790,  when  the  Loan  was  reimbursed. 

Pursuant  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  raising  a  Aurther  sum  of  money  for  the  protection  of  the 
froAtiers,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  a  Loan  has  been  obtained  from  the  BMik  of  the 
United  States,  agreeably  to  a  contract  with  the  said  Bank,  dated  the  25th  of  May,  1792,  of  $523,000* 
at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent,  fwr  annum,  reimbursable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  United  States ;  upon  which 
Loan  there  has  been  received  in  the  Treasury,  in  the  following  instalments,  and  applied  to  the  pur- 
pose for  which  it  was  appropriated— 

$100,000  on  the  1st  of  June,  1792. 

100,000  1st  of  July,  1792. 

100,000  1st  of  August,         1792. 

100,000  1st  of  September,    1792.t 

The  interest  accruing  on  the  said  instalments  to  the  1st  of  January,  1793,  was  made  payable  on  that 
day.  and  thenceforth,  until  the  reimbursement  of  the  principal,  the  interest  on  the  whole  is  to  be  paid 
hali-yaarly,  ^melr,  on  the  1st  of  July  and  on  the  1st  of  January,  in  each  year. 

The  surplus  of  the  duties  laid  by  the  act  before  mentioned,  to  be  applied,  as  the  same  shall  accrue, 
to  the  reimbursement  of  the  principal  and  interest. 

Pursuant  to  the  act^  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,"  a  Loan  has  been  made,  by  the  said  Bank  to  the  United  States,  of  $2,000,000,  at  the  mte  of  6 
per  cent,  per  annum,  reimbursable  in  ten  years,  by  equal  annual  instalments,  or  at  any  time  sooner,  or 
m  any  neater  proportions  that  the  Government  may  think  fit 

This  Loan  has  been  applied  as -directed  by  the  act  under  which  it  was  borrowed. 

The  time  when  the  interest  commenced  on  $1,000,000  of  the  said  Loan,  is  c(Mncident  with  the  time 
when  the  divideiMl  upon  the  stock  of  the  Bank  began  to  accrue,  namely:  me  20th  of  December,  1791. 
Upon  the  remaining  $1,000,000,  interest  commenced  on  the  1st  of  July,  1792. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Trbasurt  Dbpartkbht,  January  10, 1793. 


[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  Janosxy  18, 1798.] 

The  Senate  passed  the  following  order,  Januarv  15, 1793 : 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary^  of  the  Treasury  my  before  the  Senate  the  account  of  the  United 
States  with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  specifying  the  precise  sums,  with  the  dates  of  the  debits 
and  credits,  from  the  institution  of  the  Bank  to  the  day  the  return  is  made. 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurv  also  lay  before  the  Senate^  an  account  of  the  surplus  of  revenue 
appropriated  to  the  purchase  of  the  Public  Debt,  to  the  same  period,  specifying  the  sums  and  dates. 

That  he  lay  before  the  Senate,  a  statement  of  the  money  borrowed  by  virtue  of  the  law  passed 
Auffust  the  4th.  1790,  with  the  appropriation  of  the  amount,  and  the  precise  dates. 

That  he  lay  before  the  Senate  tne  amount  and  application  of  the  money  bcMrrowed  by  virtue  of  the 
law  of  August  the  12th,  1790. 

*  Eirata^— The  true  sum,  agreeably  to  ocmtract,  was  $6)3,600. 
t  This  SUB  was  not  leceived  till  Oe  SM  of  Beptcmber. 
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And  that  he  also  lay  before  the  Soiate,  an  aeeovHit  e^MtUMf  the  |iiolialit  sutplus,  and  unappro- 
priated revenue  of  the  year  1792,  stating,  as  far  as  possible,  the  cuites  and  the  sums. 

Treasuby  DcPAftTMENT,  Jonuory  16, 1793. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  pursuant  to  the  order  oi  the  Senate  of  yesterday,  the 

following  documents,  viz :  ,     ,^  .    , «  ^  i.    «    i_ 

Books  Nos.  1  and  2,*  containing  the  current  cash  account  between  the  United  States  and  the  Bans 
of  the  United  Stales^  from  the  oommeiicement  of  the  operations  of  that  institution  until  this  day. 

FUes  A,  B,  C,  D.* 

A.  Containing  a  series  of  accounts  beginning  the  16th  of  June,  1792,  and  ending  the  5th  of  Januanr, 
1793,  showing  the  cash  account  of  the  United  States  with  the  Office  of  Discount  and  Deposite  d'tne 
Bulk  of  theUnited  States  at  Boston. 

B.  Containing  a  series  of  accounts,  beginning  the  2dd  of  May,  1792,  and  ending  the  5th  of  January, 
1793.  showingtEe  cash  account  of  the  United  States  with  the  Olffice  of  Discount  and  Deposite  of  the. 
BanK  of  the  United  States  at  New  York. 

C.  Containing  a  series  of  accounts,  beginning  the  9th  of  August,  1792,  and  ending  the  5th  of  Janu- 
ary. 1798,  sli#^g  aiouUii'  account0  with  the  (Moe  of  Diseow^  and  ]>eposite  at  Bahifnore. 

D.'CoBtainiBg  a  sews  of  aceoants,  beginaiDg  the  9tfa  of  Jutte^  and  ending  the  29d  of  Deeember, 
1792,  showingsimilar  cash  accounts  with  the  C%ce  of  Discount  and  Deposite  at  Charleston. 

Statements,  being  an  abstract  of  the  balances  remaining  in  the  several  Offices  of  Diseount  and 
Deposite,  at  the  respective  periods  of  the  last  returns. 

Statements  AB  and  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  being  accounts  of  the  sales  of  bills  on  Amsterdam,  by  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  tl^  seiHwai  <^es  oi  Diseeunt  and  Deposite. 

These  documents  fulfil  the  first  object  of  the  order  above  mentioiied. 

Staltment  F^  showing  the  surplus  of  revenue  appropriated  to  the  purchase  of  the  Fnblie  Debt. 
This  surpktt  arose  at  the  end  of  &e  year  1790,  and  was  approptiated  by  an  act  of  the  12th  of  A«- 
gust  ITw^ 

Thitfolfilfl  the  second  object^  the  order,  as  I  undentand  its  meaning. 

Statements  (printed)  Nos.  1,  2,  3,-4»t 

These  have  been  heretofore  presented  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  show,  with  as  much 
detail  and  accuracy  as  is  now  m  the  power  of  the  Treasury,  the  different  Loans  wnich  have  been 
made  pursuant  to  the  acts  of  the  4th  and  12th  of  August,  1790,  and  their  application,  as  far  as  it 
has  gone. 

T£eae  Loans  hatinf  been  eontracled  in  virtue  <^  the  powers  eemmunioated  by  both  acts,  without 

Stvtioular  referenoeto  either,  aspecificalion  of  the  Loans  made*  upon  eaeh  is,  of  cenrse,  notjmustica^ 
e.  This  mode  of  proceeding  was  indicated  fiirst,  by  an  intimatidn  from  our  backers  in  Hotfuid  that 
a  distiaetion  might  prove  an  embarrassment,  (being  a  nov^y,  the  reason  of  which  would  not  he 
obvious  to  the  money-lenders.^  Secondly,  by  the  coBndefatkNn  that,  if  the  Loans  were  made  upoif 
both  acts  mdiscdminately,  their  a|>plioation  couhi  be  regulated  as  eircumetanees^  from  tnne  to  time, 
should  render  advisable^ 

These  documents  fulfil,  as  far  as  is  ptaotieable,  the  third  and  fourth  objee«s  of  the  otder. 

Statement  G.  showing  the  probable  unappropriated  surplus  of  the  pumfti  revenue  during  the  T^r 
1792.  This  fulfils,  as  &  as  can  now  be  done,  the  last  of  the  objects  compiated  in  the  oraer  of  the 
Senate.  But,  by  way  of  ezplaiiation,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  printed  statenent  D,  which  acoom- 
paaied  the  estimate  for  the  service  of  the  present  year,  r^>orted  to  the  House  «f  Representatives  on 
the  14th  of  November  last,  and  which  is  herewith  transmitted. 

The  bo^  .Not.  1  and  2,  the  papers  contained  in  the  Mas  Aj  B,  C,  and  D.  and  those  marked  AB. 
Nos.  1,  2,  3,  are  originals.  Thev  are  sent,  rather  than  transcripts,  to  avoid  oeiHy,  as  ie  is  raideratood 
that  the  statements  called  for  nave  reference  to  the  deliberations  of  the  Senate  on  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  current  year. 

1  suppose  it  would  be  most  agreeable  to  the  Senate  to  be  enabled,  as  soon  as  possible,  by  the  receipt 
of  the  information  they  have  required,  to  proceed  to  a  decision  on  that  important  suorject;  and,  ex- 
posed as  I  am  ta  very  perplexing  dilemmas,  for  the  want  d  the  requisite  appropriations,  in  conse- 
quence of  amngenents  which  it  was  my  duty  to  enter  into^  to  be  able  to  k^ep  paoe  widi  tne  exigen^ 
cies  of  the  public  service,  I  could  not  but  feel  a  solicitude  to  hasten  the  communication. 

As  the  originals  which  have  been  mentioned  are  necessary  documents  of  office,  I  request  that  the 
Senate  wd)l  be  pleased  to  cause  them  to  be  returned  as  soon  as  they  shall  have  anffwered  the  purpose 
foto  which  they  have  been  required.    With  the  most  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  oc. 
»  ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  Secretary  cfthe  Treasury. 

The  VfOB  PMBtraiiT  of  the  United  Statw  and  Prendent  of  the  SietruOe. 

*  <<  Books  Nos.  1  uni'%"  md  «  files  A,  B»  C,  J>/'  were.ntuasMdt  Mid  aze;  not. new  to  be  found, 
t  For  these  statements,  see  preceding  tsbUiM 
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Nd.  1. 

f 

Saim^O&vtmntBiU  iriM^tm  Amsterdam,  at  the  Ofide^f  DinomiiandD§po&iUi^NiBii^  Y^^k^HM^^ 
225,000  guilders,  at  36  4-11  ninetieths  of  adMtrpergmidsr,  on  a  credit  of  six  months,  with  tnU- 
rest  fir  the  last  four  months. 


WhMifloffl. 


April    25 
Bfay 


4 
10 
13 


To  ^bom  sold. 


T«M I  I         nil    <lMl«l|lllt 


Ainountin 
giiiUiffffii 


Rowlett  ic  porp  - 

WiUiam  E<  ^ 

Samael  War3^,Brotliers 

George  Scrlbii.'.    - 


162,000 

IXOO 
26)000 
28^00 


225^ 


Amount  in 
dollars. 


65,454  54 

SpSoB  SB 

404  04 
10,505  05 
11,313  13. 


90,909  oa 


When  paid. 


Oct  15 
Aw.  6 
July  4 
Nov.  13 
2i 


Amount  of 
interest 


i^^^bM 


1,201  36 
21  54 

215  35 
231  92 


1,670  17 


8umspaid. 


66,655  90 

3,2»8fr 

404.  04^ 

IO472O  40 

11,545  05 


^-i4»«. 


92,579  25 


^^"^•■-^^ 


Errors  excepted.  JDINTATHAN  BUjlRAUL,  Cashier. 

OrnoB  or  Discount  and  Dbfositb,  Nevt  York,  Jamiary  12, 1793» 

N.  B.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  gfH^e  pf rmfssion  to  receive  pftymimt  of  tlut  notes  that  were 
on  interest  lit  any  time  bbfore  they  hfc%|ne-4iie. 


No.  2. 


Saies  of  Government  biOs  on  Amsterdam,  at  the  Ojpce  of  Disemmtamd  Dtpdske  imNsw  Ysitk,  viz: 
250,600  e^gOders,  at  40  centPJ  miUs  p0r  gwOder,  payablei^'Oh&^ka^  ik  ^0$  mofOks,  and  Oie  other 
half  in  four  months,  with  irH9rest, 


When 
sold. 


1793. 
July  27 


Aug.    7 
21 

* 

27 

Sept  3 

4 


5 

7 
10 


Towhfttisold. 


Saml.  Ward  db  Brothers 

Do 
Obadiah  Bow#n. 

Do  -  . 

Nicholas  Cook  4t  Co^    - 

Do 
Josiah  Adams. d^Ocu  ■    - 

Do 

Ja«oh  db  PhUip  Matk    - 

D»  ..     '      . 

JbhnMtinray      - 

Do 
Datiiel  Badcook  ^ 

Do  .  - 

Matthew  Clarkson 

Do 
Le  Rot  A  Bayatrd   '     - 

Vaa  Horne  ^  Clarkson  - 

Do 
Nicholas  Hoffiban 

Do 
Jbbn  P.  MumdorA  ^  Co. 

Do 


Am'tin 
gttUdeHik 


^f^m 


25,000 
85,000 
85,000 
25,000 
25,000 
15,000 
25,000 
16,000 
25,000 
86.000 
3,000 
22,000 


AnumntiB^ 
dottars. 


50 
50 
50 
50 
50. 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
00 


6,087 

6,087 

5,087 

5,087 

6,087 

6,087 

6,087 

5,087 

5,087 

5,087 

3,j055 

3,050  t)0 

6,687  50 

5,08T 

2,035 

2,035 

5,087 

5,087  50 

6,087  50 

5,087 

610 

610 
4,477 
4,477 


f 


5a 
00 
00 

50 


50 
50 
50 
00 
00 


250,00&   101,750  00 


Whenprid. 


r«vn 


179^, 

1792, 
1793, 
1792, 
1793, 
1792, 
1793, 
1792^ 

1793, 
1792, 
1793, 


Sept  29 
Nov.  28 
Sept.  29 
Nov.  28 
Oct  ft 
Dec  8 
Oct.  9k 
Dm«  8 
Oct  23 
Dee.  28 
Oct.  29 
Dee.  27 
Nov.  4 
Ian. 
Nor. 
Jan. 
Nov. 
Jan. 
Nov. 
Jan. 
Nov.  9 
Jan.  8 
Nov- 12. 
Jan.  18: 


5 
5 
5 
6 
5 
7 
& 


AmettMTef 
infsiMi; 


■*t- 


Mri^a^rtta 


68  59 

53  42 

104  30 

20  35 

40  70 

50  87 

101  74 

53  41 

104  29 

6  40 

12  51 

47  01 

91  77 


SulAspaid. 


5;i40  87 
5,191  79 
5,140  89 
5,191  79v. 
5440  89 
6491  79 
5,140  87 
5,191  79 
5,140  91 
0.181 '79* 
3;087  07 
3,112  53 
5,140  92 
5,191  80 
2,055  35 
2,075  70 
5,138  37 
£l89  24 
5,140  91 
5,191  79 
616  90 
623  01 
4,52401 
4,568  77 


i**i 


1,560  71 


103,319  71 


Errors  excemed.  JONATHAN  6URRALL,  Oashier^ 

Office  of  Discount  ano  Dbpositb,  New  York,  January  12, 1793. 
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Loom  and  FincmoM, 


AB. 

Aceowvt  of  TreoMwry  hiU$  on  Amtterdam^  sold  by  the  Bank  of  <^  UMed  States  and  Offices  of 

.  DisoQiwiA  amd  DeiposiJte. 


Gmldenand 

1 
PorchaBen' names. 

Moneys 

receired. 

Notes  remaining  unpaid. 

Dftteofiale. 

stiTen. 

Amount  of 
note. 

Interest  on 
note. 

Amount. 

When 
payable. 

1792. 

April     26 

88,068    1 

Matthew  >f cConnell 

86,677    0 

981    4 

27 

166,648  16 

Jonathan  WUliama 

68,260    0 

1,826  80 

6,408    4 

Anthony  Butler  - 

2,168  16 

48  66 

28 

226,000    0 

Office  at  New  York. 

26,000    0 

10,101     2 

814  91 

July        2 

24,000    0 

Pragera  &  Co.     - 

9,768    0 

166  62 

21 

60,000    0 
26,000    0 

Office  of  New  York. 
Office  of  Baltimore. 

81 

612    0 

Samuel  Meredith 

249    9 

6  91 

26,000    0 

Joseph  Anthony  db  Son  - 

10,176    0 

162  62 

26,000    0 

Ward  db  Brothen 

10,176    0 

162  62 

16,000    0 

Anthony  Butler  -           \ 

•106    0 
6,000    0 

\         98    0 

24,000    0 

William  BeU       - 

9,768    0 

146  62 

Augiiit    1 

60,000    0 

Office  of  New  York. 

2 

26,000    0 

Office  of  Bakimose. 

' 

9 

1,886    0 

WHIiam  Mcniendn 

664    2 

8  78 

10 

8,882  10 

Heniy  Hill 

8,891  88 

62  11 

U 

60,000    0 

Office  of  New  Torfc. 

16 

8,000    0 

Bake  dt  Co.        - 

1,221     0 

18  88 

16 

60,000    0 

OfieeofNtfwTork. 

•          , 

21 

2,000    0 

Leonard  Jaooby  - 

814    0 

12  24 

12,668  10 

Fred.  W.  Btanman 

6,162    0 

79  86 

2,000    0 

Carii        - 

814    0 

22 

12,000    0 

Do         -           -           . 

4,884    0 

24 

10,000    0 

Bohlen    - 

4,070    0 

69     6 

81 

60,000    0 

Office  at  New  York. 

1 

20,000    0 

Thomas  Ketland  - 

8,140    0 

126  16 

Sept       6 

12,000    0 

George  Meade 

4,884    0 

76  70 

U 

26,000    0 

George  Bweetman 

10,176    0 

167  71 

16 

26,000    0 

Nixon  db  Foster  • 

10,176    0 

167  71 

29 

26,000    0 

10,176    0 

1§7  71 

^ 

26,000    0 

Thomas  M.  Willing 

10,176    0 

167  71 

6,000    0 

Leonard  Jaooby   - 

1,221     0 

18    0 

1,221    0 

Jan.       20 

October  2 

16,000    0 

George  Harrison  • 

8,062  60 

82    4 

8,062  60 

2t 

6,800    0 

F.  W.  Stanman  - 

1,888  80 

14  62 

1,888  60 

Feb.        2 

8 

26,000    0 

Willing,  Morris,  dt  Stan- 

wick    -           -            - 

6,087  60 

68  40 

^087  60 

8 

4 

10,000    0 

Joseph  Anlliony  dt  Son  - 

2,086    0 

21  86 

2,086    0 

4 

6 

18,000    0 

T.  Dalton 

2,646  60 

27  77 

2,646  60 

7 

16,000    0 

George  Bickham  - 

8,062  60 

82    4 

8,062  60 

7 

12,211     0 

John  Donaldson  - 

2,484  94 

26     7 

2^484  94 

7 

10 

7,116    0 

Conyngham,   Nesbitt,  db 

Co.      - 

1^448  11 

16  20 

1,448  11 

• 

26,000     0 

Pragers  db  Co.     • 

6,087  60 

68  41 

6,087  60 

• 

26,000    0 

F.dtJ.  West      - 

6,087  60 

68  41 

6,087  60 

• 

26,000    0 

James  dt  W.  Miller 

6,087  60 

68  41 

6,087  60 

• 

11 

8,000    0 

John  Donaldson  • 

610  60 

6  40 

610  60 

10 

18 

16,289    0 

Berthier  dt  Co.    • 

8,111  82 

82  67 

8,111  82 

12 

20,000    0 

Robert  Morris 

4,070    0 

42  72 

4,070    0 

12 

16,000    0 

Lewis  Deblois      - 

8,484  69 

tl46  67 

1,669  67 

12 

120,000    0 

Cash        ... 

48,840    0 

*  Paid  9106  at  the  time  of  purchase. 

t9l48  67  is  the  amount  of  the  whole  interest  on  Oo  two  period  of  60  and  120  days,  lor  bilk  sold  L.  DeUob. 
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LoaaM — Statement  AB,  continued. 


Moneys  recerred. 

Notes  remaining  unpaid. 

Date  of  sale. 

GKiild«ri  and 
sthrert. 

Pnrchaaen' namee. 

Amount  of 

Interest  on 

Amount. 

When 

note. 

note. 

payable. 

1792. 

15 

6,000    0 

John  Nixon 

1,017  50 

10  68 

1,017  50 

Feb.       14 

16,000    0 

Anthony  Batter  • 

8,256    0 

84  18 

8,256    0 

14 

8,596    0 

Cash        . 

8,498  17 

17 

1,000    0 

Do        -           -           - 

407    0 

18 

35,000    0 

Do         .           - 

14,245    0 

19 

84,000    0 
10,000    0 

Do         -           -           • 

Do         .           -           - 

18,886    0 
4,070    0 

80 

10,000    0 

Do         .           .           - 

4,070    0 

U 

10,000    0 

Do         -           -           - 

4,070    0 

S6 

15,000    0 

Do         -           -           - 

6,105    0 

1,600,000    0' 

884,292  27 

6,056*  11 

61^408    4 

Total  amount  of  guilders  sold  at  the  office  at  New  York  is         -  - 

Total  amount  of  guilden  sold  at  the  office  at  Baltimore  -  .  * 

Amount  of  moneys  received  at  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  for  Amster- 
dam bills,  to  the  15th  January,  1793,  as  above    .... 
Interest  received  on  ditto,  as  above  ...... 

Amount  of  moneys  received  at  the  Office  of  Discount  and  Deposite  at 
New  York,  per  account  No.  1      - 

Do  do  do  per  account  No.  2 


475,000 
50,000 


384,292  27 
5,056  11 


92,579  25 
103,319  71 


Amount  of  moneys  received  at  the  Office  of  Discount  and  Deposite  at  Baltimore,  per 
account  No.  3-  -  -- 

Total  amount  of  moneys  received  by  the  Bank  and  Offices  for  Amsterdam  bills 

There  still  remain  due  on  account  of  Amsterdam  biUs,  notes  payable  at  Bank,  as  above 


389,348  38 

195,896  96 
20,635  74 

605,883  08 
51,406  04 


N.  B. — As  these  notes  are  not  always  paid  the  day  they  fall  due,  the  interest  is  not  carried  out 
Bank  op  the  U.  S.,  January  15, 1793.  DAVID  S.  FRANKS,  As^iMtcmt  CasMer. 


No.  3. 


Account  Sales  of  50,000  guilders,  Oovemment  hills,  on  Amsterdasn,  at  the  BaUimare  Office  of  Dis^ 

count  and  Deposite, 


Date. 

Nos. 

1792. 

July  26 

653 

26 

654 

26 

<631> 
^684$ 

26 

641 

26 

685 

Aug.    6 

660 

6 

664 

6 

696 

6 

713 

Purchasers. 


Ghequire  6l  Holmes  - 
Do 

George  Grundy 

William  Van  Wyck  - 
Ratien  &,  Konecke   - 
Henry  Schroeder 
William  Taylor 
Adrian  Valck 
Nicholas  Slubey  &  Co. 


Amount 
guilders. 


4,000 
4,000 

8,000 

3,000 
6,000 
4,000 
5,000 
7,000 
9,000 


Price  per 
guilder. 


50,000 


cts.m, 

at  40  07 

do 

do 

do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Time  of 
credit. 


Days. 

60 
120 

60  A  120 

60dbl20 
60d>120 
60d>120 
60^120 
60  d;  120 
60  d;  120 


Principal.  Interest 


$1,628 
1,628 

3,256 

1,221 
2,442 
1,628 
2,035 
2,849 
3,663 


20,350 


$16  28 
32  56 

29  34 

18  31 
36  63 
24  42 

30  52 
42  74 
54  94 


285  74 


Total. 


$1,644  28 
1,660  56 

*3,285  34 

1,239  31 
2,478  63 
1,652  42 
2,065  52 
2,891  74 
3,717  94 


120,635  74 


*  Of  whidk  $1,800  were  paid  at  the  time  of  sale,  whidi  u  the  reason  fn  the  interest  on  this  appearing  1 
tlian  on  the  same  sumt  immediately  abo^e.         .   t  Total,  uid  paid  agreeably  to  the  credit  grren. 
Baltimore  Opfice  of  Dia.  and  Dbp.,  Jan.  12, 1793.  DAVID  HARRIS,  CaMer. 
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Loam, 


E,StatemeTU  of  Balance$  m  the  several  Offices  of  DiscomU  and  Depoeite, 


Dataf  ofre- 

—msT' 


January     5 


1792. 
Decemb'r  22 


Oftoes  of  Dit- 
oount  and  De* 
ponte* 


Boston 


New  York 


Baltimore 


Charleston 


Amount  ot  drafts  not  yet  paid 


-    $156,028  67 
70,376  00 


Receired  for  bills  sold  on  Amsterdam 


Drafts  unpaid    -  -         $60,000  00 

Inyested  in  the  Public  Debt       50,000  00 


Amount  of  drafts  not  yet  paid 


Aiiioont  of  drafb  not  yet  paid 


224,734  51 
190,700  78 

415,435  29 


110,000  00 

55,05&M 
10,000  00 


93,015  85 
63,350  00 


Baltnoet. 


$68,853  67 


305,435  29 


45,058  64 


29,66§85 


465^13  45 


Trbasurt  DttPABTMBNT,  January  6, 1792. 


ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 


Jt^^A  skUement  ehomng  ike  surplue  of  the  revenue  appropriated  to  the  purchase  of  the  PuhUc 

~"    ■      ■  theimofAugui^Vm. 


Dfbtyhy  the  act  (ff  Congress  ^ 


1799. 
August  20 

Sept     29 

1790. 
March  26 

July        1 

1 

22 

August  4 

10 

11 

12 


Nett  amount  of  duties  arising  from  imports  and  tonnage, 
from  the  first  day  of  Auffust,  1799)  t»  the  last  day  of 
December,  1790,  mclusively     -  -  -  - 

Amount  of  moneys  reoeired  fh>m  Nathaniel  Oilman, 
late  receiver  of  Continental  taxes        ... 

API>R0PRIATION8,  VIZ : 

An  act  providing  for  the  expenses  whieh  may  attend  ne- 
gotiations or  treaties  witn  the  Indian  tribes,  and  the 
appointment  of  Commissioners  for  managing  the  same 

An  act  makii^  appropriations  for  the  present  year 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  (Govern- 
ment for  the  yeaif  1790-  .... 

An  act  providing  the  means  of  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  and  foreign  nations        ... 

An  act  to  satisfy  the  claims  of  JfAok  McCord  against  the 
United  States    -----. 

An  act  providing  for  holding  a  treaty  or  treaties  to  esta- 
blish peace  with  the  Indian  tribes        ... 

An  act  to  provide  more  efibctually  for  the  collection  of 
duties  imposed  by  law  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise       -..-.-- 

An  act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  fin- 
ish the  light-house  on  Portland  head,  in  the  District  of 
Maine    --.--.- 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  disabled  soldiers  and  seamen 
lately  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  of  cer- 
tain other  persons         ..... 

An  act  making  certain  appropriations  therein  mentioned 


$20,000  00 
639^000  00 


♦754J658  99 

80,000  00 

1,309  71 

20^  00 

10,000  00 

1,500  00 

548  57 
233,219  97 


$3,131,667  94 
3,225  70 


3,134,893  64 


Surplus  of  the  revenue  om  the  last  day  of  Decamber,  1790 


1,760,237  24 


1,874^656  40 


*  The  amoiuit  of  the  expenses  srising  firom,  and  incident  to>  th#  sesMons  of  Congress,  which  happened  in  ^ 
year  1790,  befaig  $303,167  S8,  is  inchided  hi  this  som. 
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Ijoam, 


A  statement  qf  the  nm$  vMch  have  been  applied  to  the  purchase  of  the  PubHc  Debt, 
The  amoant  heretofore  reported  to  Cooffress  hy  the  CommissioDers  for  purchasing 

the  Public  Debt,  down  to  the  17th  of  November,  1702|  is,  ia  sMci%  -  -      1^7,881  d5 

Since  that  date,  there  has  been  applied  to  the  same  pui^pose,  thiough.  the  agenty  of 

Samuel  Meredith,  the  sum  of  -.*-...  16,096  11 

And  through  Jonathan  Burrall,  in  New  York  •--....    5^^000  Oi^ 

Total  araouHt  u  specie  •  •  .      lfiMM19  7% 

S  Bir        I     ITSSS 

Treasury  Department,  January  16, 1793. 


a 

A  statement  showing  the  probable  surplus  qfthe  revenue  of  the  United  States^  for  the  year  1793. 


Nett  prodoet  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  from  the  Ist  of 

January  to  the  3Ut  of  Decemoer,  1792,  as  estimated  (a) 
Nett  products  of  duties  on  home-made  spirits,  as  estimated 


APPR0FR1ATI0N8. 

Interest  on  the  Public  Debt  for  the  year  1792  ... 

For  the  support  of  GoTemment  for  the  same  year,  appropriated  by 
the  act  m^the  23d  of  December,  1791       .... 

Towards  carrying  into  execution  the  act,  entitled  ^An  aet  making 
further  and  more  effectual  prorision  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontiers,"  appropriated  by  the  act  of  the  2d  of  M4y,  1792 

To  defray  any  expense  incurred  in  relation  to  the  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  foreign  nations,  appvopriated  by  the 
act  of  the  8th  of  May,  1792 


Surplus    • 


$2,849,194  73 
600,000  00 

523,500  00 

50,000  00 


$3,900,000  00 
400,000  00 


4,300,000  00 


4,022,694  73 


277,305  27 


(a)  This  sum  is  estimated  by  adding  to  the  ascertained  product  of  the  year  1791,  an  ascertained 
excess  of  product  of  the  first  two  quarters  of  the  year  1792,  beyond  the  proouct  of  the  first  two  ijuar- 
ters  of  the  year  1791^  being  $252,319  11,  and  the  estimated  product  for  a  half  year«  of  the  additional 
duties  on  imports,  laid  during  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and  commencing  on  tne  1st  of  July  last, 
being  $261,750.  Accordinj^  to.  the  information  hitherto  received  at  the  Treasury,  there  is  erery  pro^ 
babinty  that  the  amount  ofthe  duties  for  the  last  half  year  of  1792,  will  fully  equal  this  calculation  of 
their  puroduct,  if  in  the  ratio  of  the  first  halfyear,  will  exceed  it. 

Treasury  Department,  January  16, 1793. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 


LOANa 


[GsMMUikated  to  th«  HMse  of  RefnesewlalifM,  IV 

brutiy  4, 1780.] 

It  tvm  H*vss  ov  RxpBitsHTATins  U.  8. 
Wednesday,  January  33,  1793. 

Eesoked,  Thatthe  Ptendentof  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  copies 
ofthe  authorities  under  which  Loans  hare  been  nego- 
tiated, puranant  to  the  acts  of  the  4th  and  12th  of  Au- 
gust, 1790,  together  wiiSfi  copies  of  the  authorities 
directinff  the  application  ofthe  moneys  borrowed. 

Resohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Stotesbe 
requested  to  cause  this  House  to  be  Aimished  with  the 
names  of  the  persons  by  whom  and  to  whom  the  re- 
speetm  paymeMs  of  4he^  FreBdi  Debl  have  beeft  made 


in  France,  punuanl  to  the  aot  1^  ^at  pwpoaa;  ipaei* 
fying  the  dates  of  the  rcipectire  drafts  upon  the  Com* 
missioners  in  Holland,  and  the  dates  of  the  respectiTe 
payments  of  the  Debt:  A  similar  statement  is  requested 
respecting  the  Debts  to  Spain  and  Holland. 

Mohedf  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  this  House  an  account,  exhibiting, 
half-monthly,  the  balances  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Bank  ofthe  United  States,  including  the  sere- 
ral  Drandi  Banks,  from  the  commencement  of  those 
institutions  to  the  end  of  ^  year  179S. 

Resohed,  That  the  SeeietMy  of  the  Treasury  de  di- 
rected to  lay  before  this  House  an  aecount  of  all  meoeya 
whWi  liay  haTo  corns  into  tl»  SfaiUng  Ftod,  from 
the^  oqwimasment  ai  th«t  instiftutiM  to  the  piaeeAt 
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time ;  fped^ring  the  perticokr  Amd  from  which  they 
hft¥e  accrued,  and  exhtt>itmg,  half-yearly,  the  sums  un- 
inTeated,  and  where  deposited. 

Retohedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaamy  be  di- 
rected to  nfcftt  to  this  House  the  balance  of  all  unap- 
plied reTenuea  at  the  end  of  the  year  1793 ;  specifying 
wliadier  in  money  or  bonds,  and  noting  where  the  mo- 
ney is  deposited :  That  he  also  make  reportof  all  un^>- 
pKod  moneys  which  may  haTe  been  obtained  by  the 
seveiml  Louis  authoriied  by  law,  and  where  such  mo- 
ney* we  now  deposited. 

Report  of  the  Bicbxtakt  or  thx  Tbxasvkt,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  foregoing  resohitions : 

Trbasury  Department,  Feb.  4^  1793. 

Sir  :  I  have  lost  no  time  in  preparing,  as  far  as 
has  been  pcacticable.  consistently  with  tne  coarse 
of  facts,  me  several  statements  required  by  the 
resolutions  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
23d  of  last  month ;  and  I  have  concluded  to  add 
to  them  such  further  statements  as  appeared  to  me 
necessary  to  convey  fuUv  the  information  which 
is  understood  to  be  the^  object  of  those  resolutions. 
It  was  my  first  intention  to  submit  these  stiOe- 
ments  collectively,  with  such  explanatory  remarks 
as  the  occasion  might  demand;  but  midiaff  on, 
experiment,  from  the  extent  and  variety  of  the 
matter  involved  in  the  resolutions,  that  more  time 
will  be  requisite  for  a  full  development  of  it  than 
I  had  anticinated.  considerations  of  weight  in  my 
mind  have  determined  me  to  present  the  different 
parts  of  the  subject  successively.  Among  other 
advantages  incident  to  this  course  of  proceeding, 
will  be  uiat  of  having  it  in  my  power  to  give  a 
more  accurate  and  mature  view  of  the  entire  sub- 
iect,  without  too  great  a  dereliction  of  the  current 
business  of  the  Department.  In  executing  the 
task  I  propose  to  myself,  I  shall  rely  on  the  mdul- 
gence  of  the  House  to  a  latitude  of  observation, 
corresponding  with  the  peculiar  circumstances  or 
the  case. 

The  resolutions  to  which  I  am  to  answer,  were 
not  moved  without  a  pretty  copious  display  of  the 
reasons  on  which  they  were  founded.  These  rea- 
sons are  before  the  public,  through  the  channel  of 
the  press.  Thev  are  of  a  nature  to  excite  atten- 
tion, to  beget  alarm,  to  inspire  doubts.  Deduc- 
tions of  a  very  extraordinary  complexion  may, 
without  forcing  the  sense,  be  drawn  from  them. 

I  feel  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  meet  the  sug- 
gestions which  have  been  thrown  out  with  de- 
cision and  explicitness.  And  while  I  hope  I  shall 
let  fall  nothing  inconsistent  with  that  cordial  and 
unqualified  respect  which  I  feel  for  the  House  of 
Representatives,  while  I  acouiesce  in  the  suffi- 
ciencjf  of  the  motives  that  inauced  on  their  part 
the  ^ving  a  prompt  and  free  course  to  the  inves- 
tigation proposed,  1  cannot  but  resolve  to  treat  the 
subiect  with  a  freedom  which  is  due  to  truth  and 
to  tne  consciousness  of  a  pure  zeal  for  the  public 
intttest. 

I  be^in  with  the  last  of  the  four  resolutions,  be- 
cause  it  is  that  which  seeks  information  relating 
to  the  most  delicate  and  important  of  the  snggea- 
tioQs  that  have  been  hazarded. 


Here,  however,  I  have  to  regret  the  utter  im- 
possibility of  a  strict  compliance  with  the  terms 
of  the  resolution.  The  practicability  of  such  a 
compliance  would  suppose  nothing  less  than  that, 
since  the  last  day  of  December,  1792,  all  the  ac- 
counts of  all  the  Collectors  of  the  Customs,  and 
other  officers  of  the  revenue  throughout  the  whole 
extent  of  the  United  States,  could  be  digested^ 
made  up^  and  forwarded  to  the  Treasurer — could 
be  exammed  there,  settled,  and  carried  into  the 
public  books  under  their  proper  heads.  In  a  word, 
that  all  the  accounts  of  the  revenues,  receipts,  ana 
expenditures  of  this  extensive  country,  could  have 
passed  through  a  complete  exhibition,  examina- 
tion, and  adjustment  within  the  short  period  of 
twenty-three  days. 

It  was  made  (as  I  presume  sfrom  the  result) 
satisfactorily  to  appear  to  a  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  who  were  charged 
durinff  the  last  session  with  framing  a  direction  to 
the  Treasury  for  bringing  forward  an  annual  ac* 
count  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures,  that  the 
course  of  public  business  would  not  admit  of  the 
rendering  of  such  an  account  in  less  than  nine 
months  after  the  expiration  of  each  year ;  in  con^ 
formity  to  which  idea,  their  report  was  formed 
and  an  order  of  the  House  established. 

I  need  do  nothing  more,  to  evince  the  impracti- 
cability of  an  exact  comjMiance  with  the  resec- 
tion in  question,  than  to  observe^  that  it  is  even 
more  comprehensive  (though  witn  less  detail)  than 
the  order  of  the  House  to  which  I  have  alluded. 
To  evince,  nevertheless,  my  reuliness  to  do  all  in 
my  power  towards  fulfilling  the  views  of  the 
House^and  throwing  light  upon  the  transactions 
of  the  Department,  I  shall  now  offer  to  their  in- 
spection sundry  statements,  marked  A.  A  B,*^  B,  C, 
D.  E,  F,  which  contain,  as  nur  as  is  at  tnis  time  pos- 
sible, the  information  desired,  and  with  sixfficient 
certainty  and  accuracy  to  afford  satisfaction  on  the 
points  of  inquiry  involved  in  the  resolution. 

The  statement  A  shows  in  abstract  the  whole 
of  the  receipts  into,  and  expenditures  from,  the 
Treasury,  commencing  vnth  the  first  of  January, 
and  ending  with  the  last  of  December,  1792,  cor- 
responding with  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer. 
These  accounts  have  been  regularly  settled  up  to 
the  end  of  September,  and  copies  nave  been  laid 
before  the  two  Houses  of  Con^^ress.  The  account 
for  the  quarter  terminating  with  the  year  has  not 
yet  passed  through  the  forms  of  settlement,  but  is 
under  examniation,  and  will,  no  devbt,  be  settled 
as  it  stands — the  manner  of  conducting  the  busi- 
ness, and  the  usual  care  and  accuracy  m  the  office 
concerned,  leaving  very  little  room  to  apprehend 
misstatement  or  error.  A  copy  of  this  account  is 
herewith  submitted  in  the  schedule  marked  C. 

This  statement  takes  up  the  balance  of  the  gen- 
eral account  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  to  the 
end  of  the  year  1791,  as  rf|K>rted  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  within  the  first  week  of  the  pre- 
sent session,  and  continuing  it  down  to  the  end  of 
1792,  shows  a  balance  then  in  the  Treasury  of 
$783,444  51. 


•For  this 
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The  statement  B  is  a  more  comprehentiTe  doei»- 
ment.  It  is  a  genend  aocouBt  of  Income  and  filx- 
penditure.  li  shows  not  merely  the  actual  re- 
ceipts of  money  into  the  Treasury,  but  the  whole 
amount  of  the  national  revenues  firom  the  comr 
mencement  of  the  present  CiOTemment  to  the  con- 
^dusion  of  the  year  1792,  as  well  outstanding  as 
collected— the  proceeds  of  Domestic  Loans— the 
whole  amount  of  the  sums  which  have  been  drawn 
into  the  United  States  on  account  of  the  Foreign 
Loans — and  all  other  moneys,  from  whaterer 
-source,  which  have  accrued  within  the  period  em- 
4>raced  by  the  statement 

These  items  form  the  debit  side  of  the  account, 
ounounting  to  $17,879,825  33. 

The  crMit  side  consisU  of  two  items.  First, 
•the  whole  amount  of  the  actual  expenditures  to 
the  end  of  the  year  1791,  as  stated  in  the  s^eral 
account  of  Receipts  and  filxpenditures  before  re- 
ferred ta  Second^  the  whole  amount  of  the  actual 
•expenditures  during  the  year  1792,  as  specified 
generally  in  the  statement  A,  and  particularly  in 
the  several  quarterly  accounts  of  the  Treasurer, 
amounting  to  $12,765,128  83. 

The  bahnce  of  this  account  of  Income  and  Ex- 
penditure is,  consequently,  $^114,696  50;  which 
corresponds  with  the  excess  or  the  public  income 
-(including  the  proceeds  of  Loans  foreign  and  do- 
mestic) beyond  the  actual  expenditure,  or,  more 
properly  speaking,  disbursement  to  the  end  of 
the  3rear  1792.  This  of  course  is  exclusive  of 
those  parts  of  the  proceeds  of  Foreign  Loans  which 
have  been  left  in  Kurope  to  be  ap^ed  there ;  the 
amount,  application,  and  balance  of  which  are  ex- 
iiibited,  as  far  as  they  are  known  at  the  Treasury, 
in  the  statement  No.  1  of  my  late  Report  on 
Poreign  Loans. 

This  balance,  as  noled  in  the  statement  B,  is 
«ompoeed  of  the  following  particulars : 


1.  Cash  in  the  Treasury,  per  state- 
ment A  -  -  - 

H.  Cash  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  offices  of  Dis- 
count and  Deposite  of  New 
York  and  Baltimore,  not  yet 
passed  to  the  account  of  the 
Treasurer,  per  statement  A  B, 

ni.  Proceeds  of  Amsterdain  bills 
remaining  in  deposite  in  the 
Bank  of  r^orth  America,  in- 
cluding the  sum  of  $156,595  56 
cents  advanced  by  the  Bank 
without  interest,  which  is  cre- 
dited in  the  general  account  of 
Receipts  and  Expenditures, 
statement  A    - 

IV.  Proceeds  of  Amsterdam  bills 
sold  but  not  yet  received 

V.  Cash  in  hands  of  Collectors  of 

Customs,  per  abstract  D 

VI.  Bonds  unpaid  at  the  end  of  the 
year  1792,  on  account  of  the 
duties  on  imports,  and  falling 
due  between  that  time  and 
May,  1794)  per  abstract  E      - 


$783,444  51 


605,883  08 


177,998  80 
614,593  02 
151,851  25 


VII.  Uncollected  residue  of  duties 
on  spirits  distilled  within  the 
United  States,  per  abstract  F,       341,057  19 


Total 


-  $5416,897  00 


2,442,069  15 


This  aggregate  somewhat  exceeds  the  balance 
of  the  account ;  but,  in  a  case  where  estimates  must 
necessarily  supply  the  deficiency  of  ascertained  re- 
sults, difierences  of  this  nature  are  of  course.  It 
is,  at  the  same  time,  satisfactory  to  observe  that 
the  estimates  which  nave  been  heretofore  commu- 
nicated, are  proved  by  the  official  documents  al- 
ready received,  to  nave  been  essentially  correct. 

It  will  no  doubt  readily  occur  to  the  House  that 
a  very  small  part  of  the  excess,  which  has  been 
stated,  is  a  real  surplus  of  income.  There  remain 
to  be  satisfied  numerous  objects  of  expenditure 
charged  upon  the  fund  by  the  appropriations  which 
havel)een  made,  that  cannot  nil  ultimately  to  ex- 
haust it.  probably  within  four  or  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars ;  which  will  be  embraced  in  the  appro- 
priations for  the  service  of  the  year  1793.  A  fur- 
ther explanation  on  this  point  is  reserved  for 
future  communication. 

A  due  comprehension  of  the  statements  now 
presented,  must  obviate  every  idea  of  a  balance 
unaccounted  for^  in  whatever  sense  the  allegation 
may  have  been  intended  to  be  made. 

If  there  was  before  any  obscuritv  on  the  subject, 
it  was  certainly  not  the  fault  of  tnis  Department 
Till  the  last  resolutions,  no  call  has  been  made 
upon  it  which  rendered  it  proper  to  exhibit  a  gen- 
eral view  of  the  public  moneys  and  funds,  or  to 
show  the  amount  and  situation  of  such  as  were 
unapplied.  Particular  calls  for  particular  objects 
were  made,  which  as  I  conceive  were  complied 
with ;  but  tnev  were  not  comprehensive  enoueh 
to  embrace  a  oisclosure  of  that  nature.  It  comd 
not,  therefore,  with  propriety  have  been  alleg^ed 
that  there  was  a  balance  unaccounted  for.  To  m- 
fer  it  from  documents,  which  contained  only  a 
part  of  the  necessary  information,  was  not  justi- 
nable,  nor  could  it  otherwise  happen  than  that 
conclusions  wholly  erroneous  womd  be  the  con- 
sequences of  taking  such  imperfect  data  for  guides. 

It  may  be  of  use,  by  way  of  elucidation,  to  point 
out  some  of  the  most  palpable  features  of  the 
error  which  has  been  entertained. 

The  following  items  are  stated  as  the  basis  of 
the  supposed  deficiency : 

Residue  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Foreij^  bills  sup- 
posed to  be  unapd|ied,  (af^er  deducting  the  sums 
ramished  for  St.  Domingo,  and  the  amount  of 
the  Debt  to  Foreign  officers)  -  $1,668,190 

Surplus  of  Sinking  Fund,  meaning,  I 
presume,  that  part  of  the  surplus  of 
the  revenue  to  the  end  of  the  year 
1790.  which  had  not  been  applied  in 
purchases     -  -  -  -       400,000 

Surplus  of  revenue  of  the  year  1792, 
as  reported    -  -  -  - 


Total 


.277,385 
-  $2,345^6 
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Deduct  in  Bnk  mcuing  1  ptetpine 
the  beJance  of  the  TretforCT's  cash 
•eeMmt        ....      790,642 

Bfthmce  unaccounted  for         >  tl,5St,933 

It  appears  in  the  first  place  to  have  been  over- 
looked, that  in  statement  No.  3,  of  my  late  Report 
concerning  Foreign  Loans,  mention  is  made  tnat 
on  the  3d  of  January,  there  remained  to  be  received 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  Foreign  bUls  $632,132  02; 
consequently  that  sum  conld  not  be  considered  as 
in  the  Treasury,  and  ought  to  be  deducted  from 
the  supposed  deficiency. 

Among  the  official  papers  which  it  is  intimated 
were  consulted,  was  an  original  account,  rendered 

5r  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  of  the  sales  of 
msterdam  biHs,  showing  a  sum  of  $605,883  08,  as 
having  been  received  by  the  Bank  and  two  of  its 
offices  of  Discount  and  Deposite,  for  the  proceeds 
of  those  biUs.  Had  the  document  been  under- 
stood^ it  would  have  been  known  that  this  sum 
was  m  Bank,  over  and  above  the  balance  of  the 
Treasurer's  cash  account;  and  this,  also,  would 
hare  served  to  account  for  a  large  rart  of  the  sup- 
posed deficiency,  namely,  $605,883  08.  The  course 
of  this  transaction  will  he  hereafter  explained. 

But  among  the  misconceptions  whicn  have  ob- 
tained, whtLt  relates  to  the  surplus  of  revenue  of 
the  year  1792  is  not  the  least  striking.  The  laws 
inform  (and  consequently  no  information  on  that 
point  from  this  Department  could  have  been  ne- 
cessary) that  credits  are  allowed  upon  the  duties 
on  imports  of  four,  six,  nine,  twelve  months,  and 
in  some  cases  of  two  years.  Reason  dictates,  that 
a  surplus  in  such  case  must  be  considered  as  post- 
poned in  the  collection  or  receipt  till  all  the  ap- 
propriations upon  the  fund  have  been  first  satisfied. 
The  account  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  to  the 
end  of  1791,  in  possession  of  the  House,  shows  that 
at  that  time  no  less  a  sum  than  $1,828,289  28  of 
die  antecedent  duties  were  outstanding  in  bonds. 
How,  then,  could  it  have  happened  that  the  sur^ 
plus  of  17^  was  sought  for  m  the  Treasury  at  the 
very  instant  of  the  expiration  of  the  year?  I  for- 
bear to  attempt  to  trace  the  source  of  a  mistake 
so  extraordinary. 

Let  me.  however,  add  that  of  the  surplus  in 
question,  $172,584  82,  are  not  payable  till  April 
and  May,  1794,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  abstract  EL 

Thus  nave  I  not  onlv  fhmished  a  Just  and  affirm- 
ative view  of  the  real  situation  of*^  the  public  ac- 
.  count,  but  have  likewise  shown,  I  trust  in  a  con- 
mcuous  manner,  fallacies  enough  in  the  statement, 
from  which  the  infereaoe  of  an  unaccounted  for 
balance  is  drawn,  to  evince  that  it  is  one  tissue  of 
error.  In  this  I  might  have  sone  still  further, 
there  being  scarcely  a  step  of  the  whole  process 
which  is  not  liable  to  the  imputation  of  misappre- 
hension. But  I  wish  not  unnecessarily  to  weary 
the  patience  of  the  House. 

AnoUier  circumstance  to  which  importance  has 
been  given,  and  which  was  noticed  in  connexion 
with  the  suggestion  last  discussed,  is  a  disagree- 
ment between  a  memorandum  in  the  Treasurer^ 
Bank  Book  and  the  statement  reported  by  me,  df 


the  anioitnt  of  bifls  drawn  at  the  Treasmy  upon 
the  Foreisn  Fund.  A  disagreemcBt  no  davAnt 
exists,  and  to  the  extent  of  6,760^38  fknins  or 
guilders. 

But  the  Mlowing  circumstances  contain  the  so- 
lution of  this  disquieting  appearance. 

There  will  be  found  in  the  statement  A  two 
sereral  credits,  each  for  $2,000,000,  as  for  moneys 
received  into  the  Treasury,  with  corn»ponding 
debits  of  equal  sums  as  for  moneys  paid  out  oi  the 
Treasury.  But  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  did 
m  reality  take  place.  The  whole  is  a  mere  <^ie- 
ration  to  accomplish  the  purposes  ci  the  eleventh 
section  of  the  ^  Act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  without  an  incon- 
venient and  unnecessary  displacement  of  funds. 

That  section  authorizes  a  subeeription  to  the 
stock  of  the  Bank,  on  account  of  the  uoreraraent, 
not  exceeding  in  amount  $2,000,000,  and  provides 
for  Ae  payment  of  it  out  of  the  moneys  which 
should  be  borrowed  by  virtue  of  either  of  the  acts 
of  the  4th  and  12th  of  August  1790— the  first 
making  provision  for  the  Public  Debt,  the  last  fw 
reducing  it ;  enjoining:,  at  the  same  time,  that  a 
Loan  should  be  made  (rf  the  Bank  to  an  equal 
amount,  to  replaee  the  moneys  which  were  to  be 
apniied  to  the  payment  of  the  subscription. 

It  is  evident  that  nothing  could  have  been  more 
useless  ^at  ^e  same  time  Uiat  it  would  have  been 
attended  with  obvious  disadvantages  to  the  Gk>- 
vemment)  than  actually  to  draw  from  Burope, 
out  of  the  moneys  borrowed  there,  the  sum  neces- 
sary for  the  payment  of  the  subscription  to  the 
Bank,  and  again  to  remit  out  of  the  Lioan  which 
was  to  be  obtained  of  the  Bank  a  sitiffieient  sum  to 
repkice  such  moneys,  or  such  part  of  them  as  may 
have  been  destined  for  the  Foreign  object  Loss 
upon  exchange  in  consequence  of  OTerstooking  of 
the  market  with  bills— loss  m  interest  by  the  de- 
lays incident  to  the  operation,  and  which  would 
necessarily  have  suspended  the  useful  employment 
of  the  funds  for  a  considerable  time — these  are 
some  of  the  disadvantages  to  the  Government. 
To  the  Bank  alone  could  any  benefit  have  accrued, 
which  would  have  been  in  proportion  to  the  deUy^ 
in  restoring  or  applying  the  fund  to  its  primitive 
destination.  Such  an  operation,  therefore,  could 
only  have  been  justified  by  an  indisposition  on  the 
part  of  the  Bank  to  facilitate  the  prmcipal  object, 
without  the  intervention  of  actual  payment  But 
no  such  disposition  existed.  On  this,  as  on  every 
other  occasion,  a  temper  Liberal  towards  the  Ch>- 
vemment  has  characterized  the  conduct  of  the 
directors  of  that  institution. 

It  was  accordingly  proposed  by  me,  and  agreed 
to  by  them,  that  the  object  to  be  accomplished 
should  be  carried  into  effect  by  a  merely  fomud 
arrangement  In  this^  however,  it  was  necessary 
to  consult  the  injunctions  of  law,  and  the  princi- 
ples of  the  constitution  of  the  Treasury  depart- 
ment. 

These  pointsL  then,  were  to  be  effected — a  pay- 
ment of  the  suDscription  money,  to  vest  the  Go- 
vernment with  the  property  of  the  stock ;  poeses- 
sion  of  the  means  of  paying  it,  which  were  to  be 
derived  from  the  Foreign  Fund,  and  of  course 


1!^ 


AVVEmnx. 


120^ 


Loam. 


were  first  to  be  in  the  Treasury  before  payment 
eoold  be  made ;  the  replacinff  wlutt  should  oe  taken 
from  that  fund  by  a  Loan  of  the  Bank. 

The  fbllowing  plan  for  these  purposes  was  de- 
vised and  executed  by  prerkms  coneert : 

The  Treasurer  drew  bills  upon  our  Oommis- 
sioners  in  Amsterdam  for  the  sums  requisite  to 
eomplete  the  payment  on  account  of  the  subscrip- 
tion. These  bills  were  purchased  by  the  Bank, 
and  warrants  in  faror  of  the  Treasurer  upon  the 
Bank  served  to  place  the  proceeds  in  the  Treasury. 
Warrants  afterwards  issued  upon  the  Treasurer, 
in  hroT  of  the  Bank^  for  the  amount  of  the  sub- 
scription money,  whidi  was  receipted  for  on  the 
part  of  the  Baik  «s  paid.  Other  warrants  then 
ttsued  in  favor  of  the  Treasurer  upon  the  Bank, 
for  equal  sums,  as  upon  account  of  a  Loan  to  the 
Qovenunent ;  which  warrants  were  satisfied  by  a 
re-d€divery  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  bilk  that  had 
been  drawn  upon  the  GevnmissioBers.  In  the  last 
flace,  warrants  were  drawn  upon  the  Treasurer 
to  replace  the  moneys,  supposed  by  the  crrani^ 
ment  to  be  drawn  from  the  Foreign  fund,  which 
perfected  the  operation.  But^  from  the  detail 
which  has  been  given,  it  will  be  seen  that  in  &ct 
no  moneys  were  eitner  withdrawn  horn  or  re- 
turned to. that  fund.  The  bills  were  cancelled, 
annexed  to  the  wiarrants,  and  are  lodfed  in  the 
Treasury  as  vouchers  of  tiie  transac^n. 

These  bills  were  for  two  separate  smns,  each 
2,475,000  guilders,  emial  to  $1,000,000 ;  the  pay- 
ment hatinjir  been  divided  into  two  parts,  upon 
certain  equtable  cettsiderations,  relative  to  the 
dividend  of  the  first  half  year. 

This  trmsaction  explains  4,960,000  guilders,  of 
^e  sum  which  forms  the  disagreement  between 
the  memorandum  in  the  Treasurer's  Bank  Book 
and  the  statement  reported  by  me. 

The  rendue  is  thus  explained.  The  sum  of 
1,237,500  guilders,  directea  to  be  drawn  for  on  the 
30th  of  November,  was  directed  to  be  comprised 
in  one  or  more  billS}  as  the  Bank  should  desire.  It 
was  at  first  placed  in  one  bill;  but  this  bill  was 


afterward  returned,  with  a  request  that  it  mi^t 
be  converted  into  smaller  sums.  The  biU  returned 
was  oanceMed,  and  in  lieu  of  it  there  had  beeitfur- 
nished,  inior  to  the  first  of  January  of  the  present 
year,  934,500  fluilder»— the  balance,  303,000.  then 
remaining  to  be  furnished.  The  sum  of  £^,500 
guilders  consequently  appears  twice  in  the  me- 
Buirandum. 

These  two  sums  of  4^90,000  and  934,500  guil- 
ders, exceed  the  diffiereace  m  question  by  12^362 
guildcfs. 

The  Treasurer  informs  me  that  there  are  two 
bills  not  included  in  the  memorandum ;  one  for 
1231750,  and  the  other  for  612  guilders,  which 
make  up  the  above  mentioned  excess.  The  former 
of  these  two  biUs  was  furnished  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  purpose  contem^ted  by  the  3d 
secti<m  of  the  act  or  the  last  session,  entitled  ^  An 
aet  making  certain  appropriations  therein  spe- 
cified." 

Is  it  not  truly  matter  of  regret,  that  so  formal 
an  explanation  on  such  a  poiAt  should  have  been 
made  requisite?  Could  no  personal  inquiry  of 
either  of  the  officers  concerned  have  superseded 
the  necessity  of  publicly  calling  the  attention  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  an  appearance,  in 
truth,  so  little  significasfl?  Was  it  seriously  sup- 
posaUe  that  there  could  foe  any  real  difficulty  m 
expbdninjr  that  appearance,  wnen  the  very  dis- 
closure of  it  proceeded  from  a  voluntary  act  of  the 
Head  of  this  Department? 

With  perf^t  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 
ALfiXANDBR  HAMILTON, 

Secretary  rf  the  TVecuwry. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaker 

of  ike  House  of  RepresentoHvea. 

[P.  S.  Another  statement  of  Income  and  Ex- 
penditure having  been  made,  which  presents  the 
subject  under  another  aspec^  but  agreeing  in  the 
result  with  the  statement  B,  is  also  herewith  eub- 
mitted,  marked  Ba.] 


General  accowU  of  Beceipte  and  ExpendUwret  of  Public  Moneys^  cmrnencing  the  let  4f  Ja/tmioft^. 

1792,  and  ending  the  Zlet  of  Decemler,  1 792. 


1792. 
September 


30 


December       31 


Dm. 

To  the  amount  of  expenditures  from  the  1st  of  January  to  the 
30th  of  September,  1792,  agreeably  to  the  Treasurer's  ac- 
counts, settled  at  the  Treasury,  copies  of  which  have  been 
by  him  transmitted  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  viz : 
In  the  quarter  ending  the  31st  of  March,  1792  -  .  - 

*In  the  quarter  ending  the  30th  of  Jun^  1792 
'^In  the  quarter  ending  the  30th  of  September.  1792    - 
To  the  amount  of  expenditures  from  the  1st  or  October  to  the 
31st  of  December,  1792,  agreeably  to  the  Treasurer's  ac- 
counts rendered  for  settlement  .... 
Balance  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer 


$1,191,909  3d 
3,552,430  25 
2,972,759  Bl 


1,250,592  et 
783,444  bl 

♦9,751,136  56 
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Loans. — St€Uement  A,  continued. 


1792- 
Jmnuary  1 

December       31 


Cb. 

By  balance  in  the  Treasury,  agreeably  to  the  general  statement 
of  Receipts  and  Expenditures^  to  tne  end  of  the  year  1791  * 

By  amomit  of  moneys  reeeiyed  mto  the  Treasury  from  the  first 
day  of  January,  1792,  to  thb  date,  riz : 

For  balances  due  by  sundry  persons  on  moneys  adyanced  to 
them  under  the  present  Goyemment  -  -  - 

For  balances  due  by  sundry  persons  on  accounts  which  origi- 
nated under  the  late  Grbyernment     .... 

For  arms  and  accoutrements  sold  to  the  State  of  Ekmth  Caro- 
Hna,  out  of  the  public  stores,  by  direction  of  the  President  - 

For  amount  receiyed  for  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures 

For  amount  receiyed  on  account  of  a  Loan  of  $523,500,  made 
by  the  Bank  o(  the  United  States,  in  pursuance  of  an  act 
passed  on  the  2d  of  May,  1792  .  .  .  . 

For  amount  of  a  Loan  made  by  the  Bank  of  North  America, 
without  interest,  for  the  use  of  the  Department  of  War 

For  amount  receiyed  on  account  of  proceeds  of  bills  of  ex- 
change, drawn  by  the  Treasurer,  on  the  Commissioners  in 
Amsterdam    .------ 

For  the  yalue  of  biUs  of  exchange  drawn  by  the  Treasurer  on 
the  Commissioners  in  Amsterdam,  for  the  purpose  of  effiwt- 
ing  a  subscription  to  the  capital  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  ameably  to  an  act  passed  February  25, 1791 

For  amount  of  a  Loan  obtained  from  the  Dank  of  tne  United 
Slates,  agreeably  to  the  last  mentioned  act   - 

For  the  excess  of  the  first  half  yearly  dividend  on  the  ci^ntal 
stock  of  the  Dank  of  the  United  States,  held  by  the  United 
States,  beyond  the  interest  payable  to  the  Bank 

For  amount  receiyed  from  sunory  supervisors,  on  account  of 
duties  on  distilled  spirits        ..... 

For  amount  receiyed  from  the  Collectors  of  the  Customs,  on 
account  o(  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage     ... 


$973,905  75 

5,629  88 

4,702  82 

4^  00 
118  00 

400,000  00 
156,595  56 

545,902  89 

2,000,000  00 
2,000,000  00 

8,028  00 

206,942  81 

3,443,070  85 

$9,751,136  56 


Treasury  Department,  Regi$ter^9  Office,  January  28, 1793. 


JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Reguter. 


*  In  the  expenditures  lor  the  quarter  ending  June  30,  and  September  30, 179S,  are  inchided  warrants  to  the 
amount  of  four  milUons  of  dollan,  which  are  drawn  for  the  pnrpoee  of  effecting  the  subeoiption  of  Bre  thousand 
diares  to  the  capital  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  to  corer  die  Loan  obtained  in  conaequenee 
thereof;  two  mOlions  of  doOars  being  drawn  to  effect  the  subscr^tion,  and  two  millions  for  the  amount  of  the 
Loan ;  the  biDs  of  exchange  drawn  by  the  Treasurer,  on  which  these  transactions  were  predicated,  have  been 
eanoeUed  at  the  Treasury. 


B. — Cfeneral  account  of  Income  and  Expenditure. 


Dr. 

To  nett  amount  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  and  of  fines,  penalties,  and  for- 
feitures, as  per  account  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures,  to  the  end  of  the  year 
1791,  reported  to  the  House  of  Representatives  the  10th  November,  1792 

To  amount  of  moneys  which  came  mto  the  Treasury  to  the  same  end  o(  the  year 
1791,  from  other  sources  than  the  general  revenues,  as  per  the  same  account  of 
Receipts  and  Expenditures,  viz : 

Total  of'receipts        - $4,771,342  43 

Deduct  thb  sum,  received  for  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  being 
inchided  in  the  nett  amount  above  charged  ...    4,399,472  99 


$6,534,263  84 


371,869  44 
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Dr. — Continaed. 

To  product  of  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States  for  a  half  year, 
ending  the  3l8t  December,  1791    -----.. 

To  product  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  for  the  year  1792,  as  estimated 

To  product  of  duties  on  spirits  dbtiUed  within  the  United  States,  for  the  same 
period,  as  estimated  ------.. 

To  amount  of  moneys  which  came  into  the  Treasury  during  the  year  1792,  from 
other  sources  than  the  general  revenues,  as  per  general  account  of  Receipts  and 
Expenditures,  herewith  transmitted,  marked  A,  viz : 

Total  receipts,  (including  the  balance  in  cash  at  uie  end  of  1791,)  as  credited  in 
said  account  ..---..  $9,751,136  56 

Deduct  this  sum,  which  was  the  balance  in  the  Treasury  at  the  end 
of  1791,  the  same  being  included  in  the  above  totals  of  revenues 
and  receipts  for  the  same  period  -  -  -      $973,905  75 

This  sum,  received  of  supervisors  of  the  revenue,  on 
account  of  duties  on  distilled  spirits,  being  included 
in  the  total  products  above  charged         -  -        208,942  81 

Deduct  this  sum,  received  from  Uollectors  of  the 
Customs,  on  account  <^  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage, being  also  included  in  the  total  above  charged      3,443,070  85 

4,625,919  41 

To  proceeds  of  IhUs  drawn  and  disposed  of  upon  our  Commissioners 
in  Holluid,  on  account  of  Foreign  Loans,  as  per  statement  No.  3, 
reported  to  the  House  of  Representatives  the  3d  instant,  viz : 

2,304,769  13 

To  which  add,  for  an  error  in  stating  the  amount  of 
interest  which  arose  on  the  credit  allowed  to  pur- 
chasers of  bills,  by  the  Banks  of  North  America 
and  New  York 1,000  00 
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2,305,769  13 


Deduct  this  sum,  included  in  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury  to  the 
end  of  the  year  1791^  per  account  of  Receipts  and  Expendi- 
tures, reported  to  the  House  of  Representatives  the  10th  Novem- 


ber, 1792    - 

Deduct  also  this  sum,  included  in  the  receipts  during 
the  year  1792,  per  general  account  or  Receipts 
and  Expenditures  herewith  transmitted,  marked  A 


361,391  34 


545,902  89 


907,294  23 


Cr. 

By  amount  of  expenditures  to  the  end  of  the  year  1791,  as  per  account  of  Receipts 
and  Expenditures  to  the  end  of  that  year,  reported  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives the  10th  of  November,  1792  .-.-.. 

By  amount  of  expenditures  during  the  year  1792,  as  per  general  account  of  Re- 
ceipts and  filxpenditures  herewith  transmitted,  marked  A,  viz : 

Total  debit  side  of  said  account        .....  $9,751,136  56 

Deduct  cash  on  hand  ......       783,444  51 

Balance,  being  thd  excess  of  income  beyond  the  expenditure,  to  the  end  of  the 
year  1792  -•-----.-. 


150,000  00 
3,900,000  00 

400,000  00 


5,125,217  15 


1,398,474  90 
$17,879,825  38 


$3,797,436  78 


8,967,692  05 

5,114,696  50 

$17,879,825  33 
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The  foregoing  balanee  u  eompoeed  €u  folknos.- 

1.  Of  cash  in  the  Tretaarj,  as  per  general  aooount  of  Reoeqpta  and  Expenditnrea,  marked  A    -      $783,444  61 
3.  Of  Gash  in  the  Bank  of  the  united  States,  and  the  Offieea  of  Dieooimt  and  DopoBite  of  New 

Toik  and  Baltbnore,  per  acconnt  rendeied  by  the  Bank  herewith,  marked  A  B       -  •         606,888  08 

3.  Of  the  proceeds  of  bills  on  Amsterdam,  remaining  in  deposite  in  the  Bank  of  North  America, 

inclucbng  the  sum  of  $166,696  66,  loaned  wi£ont  inlerest,  which  Loan  is  credited  in  the 

general  acconnt  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures        ......         177,99880 

4.  Of  the  proceeds  of  bilk  on  AmsterdMBf  not  yet  receiTed 61^93  08 

6.  Uncollected  residue  of  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States,  viz: 

Total,  as  estimated $660,000  00 

Deduct  sums  reoeiTed  into  the  Treasuiy,  and  credited  in  account  of  Receipts 
and  Expenditures,  marked  A         -  •  -  •  -  •       *08,948  81 

341,067  19 

6.  Gashinhandsof  Collectors  of  Customs,  per  abstract  of  weekly  returns  ...         15136135 

7.  Bonds  unpaid  at  the  end  of  the  year  1792,  on  account  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  and 

ftJling  due  between  that  time  and  May,  1794 S,443,069  16 

$5,116,897  00 

VOTBS.  :s=S=l 

Plaeea  ofdepoaite  of  the  above  menUoned  etuh,  No$.  I  and  3. 
1.  Cash,  being  balance  of  Treasurer's  account: 
Bank  of  United  StatM,  Philadelphia 
Bank  of  North  America,        do  -  - 

Bank  of  New  Y<^  New  York 
Bank  of  Providence,  Pnmdence 
Office  of  Discount  and  Deposite,  Boston 

Do  do  NewYoik 

Do  do  Baltimore 

Do  do  Charleston 

In  hands  of  Treasurer    .  •  .  - 

3.  Cash  on  account  of  Foreign  bills : 

Bank  of  United  States,  Philadelphia      - 
Office  of  Discount  and  Deposite,  New  York 
Office  of  Discount  and  Deposite,  Baltimore 


$109,169  46 

61,601  30 

69,019  08 

38,167  87 

164,860  67 

334,734  61 

78^63  64 

63,016  86 

333  14 


389,348  38 
196,898  96 
80,636  74 


783,444  61 


606,883  08 
$1,389,337  69 

3.  Of  diis  sum,  $166,696  66  are  considered  as  in  deposite,  by  way  of  counterbalance  to  an  advance  made  by 
the  Bank  for  the  use  of  the  Department  of  War,  for  the  purposes  of  the  act  j^assed  the  3d  of  March,  1791,  for 
raising  and  adding  another  regiment  to  the  Military  Establishment  of  the  Umted  States,  and  for  makhig  further 
provision  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers.  It  has  remained  without  final  adjustment,  from  a  doubt  whether  the 
rands,  upon  whidi  the  appropriations  which  comprehend  the  surjdus  of  duties  to  the  end  of  1791  are  bottomed, 
are  frUIy  sufficient  A  sum  of  about  $50,000  must  depend  on  the  existence  of  oettain  suiphuees  upon  antecedent 
appropriations,  which  it  is  believed  will  not  require  Uie  frill  sums  appropriated ;  but  the  purposes  of  those  appro- 
priations not  being  yet  finally  satisfied,  tiie  real  state  of  the  business  ii  not  yet  completely  ascertained.  An  ex- 
■mi^  of  this  exists  in  the  case  of  a  sum  of  $40,000,  appropriated  for  paying  off  certain  spede  claims  on  the 
Quanennaster's  Department,  incurred  during  the  late  war.  It  ii  known  that  frirther  claims  exirt,  but  not  to 
what  extent  There  are  several  other  cases  attended  with  similar  uncertainty.  A  recent  examination  lem^ee 
•one  doubt  whether  warrants  can  yet  safely  issue  to  vrind  up  the  transaction. 

6.  Whether  the  sum  here  stated  as  outstanding  be  correct,  must  in  a  degree  depend  on  the  accuracy  of  the 
estimated  product  of  the  duties.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  product,  as  carried  into  the  statement,  was  origin- 
ally fixed  by  estimation ;  and  even  now  the  materials  in  possession  of  the  Treasuir,  respecting  a  favanch  of  re- 
venue, for  known  reasons  not  yet  reduced  to  perfect  order,  are  unavoidably  imperfect,  and  liable  to  some  error. 
The  estimate  may  exceed  or  fiijl  short  of  the  reali^,  and  proportionally  afifect  the  outstanding  balance.  But, 
however  this  may  turn  out,  it  cannot  affect  the  ments  of  the  statement  The  excess  or  deficiency  of  one  side  of 
the  account  would  correspond  with  a  like  excess  or  deficient  on  the  other.  The  auxiliaiy  statement,  bowevery 
nMoked  F,  serves  to  show  that  there  can  be  no  material  error  in  the  estimate. 

6  and  7.  These  two  items  are  also  liable  to  some  degree  of  uncertain^.  The  cash  returns  of  the  Collecton 
not  being  all  received  up  to  ^  end  6f  the  year,  and  some  dirirarsements  which  were  to  be  made  to  that  time  not 
having  been  completed,  the  amount  which  was  then  in  their  hands  cannot  be  pronounced  with  preckion.  The 
dUfeience,  however,  which  may  appear  upon  a  settlement  of  their  accounts,  cannot  be  materiaL  In  Uke  manner, 
as  month^  abstracts  of  bonds  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  have  not  yet  been  received  frooi  some  ports,  and  it  has 
been  foond  necessary  to  mxpfty  the  deficiency  by  a  omiparatiye  estunate,  the  result  may  vaiy  BomewtMi  tma  die 
frwt  But  enough  is  ascertamed  to  pronounce  that  the  difference  must  be  inconsiderable ;  and,  in  reference  both 
16  the  cash  and  bonds  in  the  hands  of  the  CoUedors,  whatever  difference  may  hereafter  ^ipear,  is  liable  to  lSb» 
same  ranark  as  to  the  merits  of  the  statement,  which  has  been  made  in  regard  to  the  duties  on  distiUed  spirits. 
Tht  dUSnrences  in  both  cases  must  reaolve  themselves  into  tiie  circumstance  of  the  eedmated  amounts  of  the  dn- 
ving  greater  or  less  than  the  real  amounts.  A.  HAMILTON, 

RBA8DRT  Dbpartmbnt,  February  4, 1793.  Secretary  of  the  TYeamary. 

WoTa.— Two  or  thres  accompaaytai  TaUsi,  not  deeated  necssmy,  lUve  bosn  omitted* 
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LOANS. 

[Communicated  to  ihe  Senate  Febraaiy  6,.  1793.] 

Treasury  Dbpartmeivt, 

Fsbruary  5, 1793. 

Sir  :  In  pursuance  of  the  first  part  of  the  order 
of  the  Senate  of  the  23d  of  January  past,  I  have 
the  honor  to  send,  herewith,  sundry  statements, 
marked  A,  AB,  B.  B  a,  D,  E.  F,  and  I  beg  the 
permission  of  the  Senate  to  add  the  copy  of  a  let- 
ter dated  yesterday,  which  served  to  transmit  du- 
plicates of  the  same  documents  to  the  House  of 
Kepresentatires,  and  which  contains  some  expla- 
nations of  diem,  a  repetition  of  which  here  will 
be  thereby  rendered  unnecessary.  The  document 
C^  referreid  to  in  that  letter,  was  also  sent  to  the 
House  of  Representatires,  but  being  of  considera- 
ble lengthy  a  duplicate  is  not  yet  ready ;  and  I  did 
not  thisk  it  advisable  to  detam  the  other  papers 
till  it  was  ready. 

The  documents  now  transmitted  will  answer 
the  whole  of  the  inquiry  contained  in  the  first  part 
of  the  order  above  referred  to,  except  what  re^ds 
a  distribution  of  the  expenditures  under  eachnead 
of  appropriation,  which  is  in  preparation,  and  will 
be  forwarded  as  soon  as  it  can  be  ready. 

The  situation  in  which  I  am  placed  renders  fur- 
dier  delay  absolutely  necessary  to  the  fulfilment 
of  the  second  part  of  the  order. 

There  is  a  point  in  my  Letter  of  the  16th  of 
January  to  the  Senate,  concerning  which  some 
explanation  is  recjuisite.  I  stated,  as  one  motive 
to  the  joint  negotiation  of  the  Loans,  under  both 
acts,  *'an  intimation  from  our  bankers  in  Holland 
that  a  distinction  might  prove  an  embarrassment, 
beixig  a  novelty,  the  reason  of  which  would  not  be 
obvious  to  the  money-lenders."  This  was  done 
from  memory,  without  recurrence  to  documents, 
and  in  a  degree  of  hurry  occasioned  by  my  anxie- 
ty for  the  speedy  passing  of  the  Appropriation  bill, 
and,  upon  a  revision,  proves  to  be  not  accurate. 
The  mistake  arose  in  the  following  manner :  My 
original  idea  was,  to  maintain  a  separation  be- 
tween the  two  acts.  This  will  appear  from  my 
Letter  of  the  28th  of  Auspist,  17^,  to  our  bank- 
ers, in  which  I  express  a  desire  that  they  would 
endeavor  to  place  part  of  the  first  Loan  upon  one 
act,  and  another  part  upon  the  other  act.  But 
they  did  not  carr^  this  idea  into  execution,  for  the 
reason  assigned  in  their  answer^  now  before  the 
Senate,  which  is,  that  the  subdivision  proposed 
would,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  tend 
to  excite  speculatiohs  and  doubts  among  the  mo- 
ney-lenders. 

But,  prior  to  the  receipt  of  their  answer,  I  had 
made  further  inquiry,  and  had  reflected  more  on 
Hke  subject  The  result  of  my  inquiry  was,  that 
the  money-lenders,  having  been  accustomed  to 
lend  on  the  general  credit  of  the  Government  bor- 
rowing, with  a  sort  of  general  pledfi^e  of  its  reve- 
nues and  resources,  the  attempt  to  bottom  a  Loan 
upon  any  particular  law,  might,  as  a  novelty,  oc- 
casion some  hesitation  and  embarrassment  among 
them,  especially  as  they  are  known  to  be  a  de- 
scription of  men  much  influenced  by  habit  and 


precedent;  and  the  conclusions,  from  more  fhll 
reflection^  were^  that  the  distinguishing  of  the 
Loans  with  reference  to  each  act,  might  not  only 
embarrass  the  business,  in  the  first  stages  of  nego- 
tiation, but  miffht  interfere  with  an  application  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  Loans  in  the  most  convenient 
and  oeneficial  manner,  according  to  circumstances. 

On  these  considerations,  I  abandoned  my  origin- 
al intention,  and,  in  my  first  instruction  to  Mr. 
Short,  was  silent  on  the  point. 

These  different  positions  of  the  subject  in  the 
mind,  at  different  times,  and  what  actually  took 
place  with  regard  to  the  first  Loan,  producea  some 
conflision  in  tne  recollection  of  facts,  and  led  me 
to  assign  as  a  cause  what  had  been  only  a  collate- 
ral circumstance,  and  to  ascribe  to  thie  bankers 
intimations,  or  rather  information,  which  I  had 
received  from  other  quarters. 

I  submit  this  explanation  of  the  matter  to  the 
candor  of  the  Seaate,  and  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  perfect  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  scfr- 
vant, 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 

The  Vice  PRESinfiNT  <^tJie 

United  States  and  President  of  the  Senate, 


Trbasurt  Dbpartmbnt, 

February  6, 1793. 

Sir  :  By  order  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith — 

1.  Copies  of  a  power  nven  by  him  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  Tor  the  time  being,  dated 
the  2bth  of  August,  1790,  for  the  negotiation  of 
the  Loans  authorized  by  the  laws  of  the  4th  and 
12th  of  August,  1790.  and  of  certain  instructions 
relative  thereto,  datea  on  the  same  day. 

2.  Copies  of  an  authority  founded  upon  the 
TOwer  of  the  President  from  me  to  William  Short. 
Esq.,  dated  the  1st  of  September,  1790,  and  or 
sundry  letters  from  me  to  the  said  William  Short, 
of  dates  from  the  29th  of  May,  1790,  to  the  31st 
of  December,  1792^  inclusively,  relating  to  the  ne- 
^tiation  and  apphcation  of  tne  above-mentioned 
Loans. 

3.  Originals  of  sundry  letters  from .  William 
Short  to  me,  under  dates  from  the  2d  of  Decem- 
ber, 1790,  to  the  2d  of  November,  1792,  inclusive- 
ly, relating  to  the  same  subject. 

4.  Copy  of  an  authority  from  me  to  Messrs. 
Wilhem  and  John  Willinks,  Nicholas  and  J.  Tan 
Staphorst,  and  Hubbard,  bankers  of  the  United 
States  at  Amsterdam,  dated  the  28th  of  Augu^, 
1790,  relating  to  the  first  of  the  Loans  made  under 
the  above-mentioned  acts,  and  copies  of  sundry 
letters  to  the  said  bankers,  of  dates  fi'om  the  28tn 
of  Au^rust,  1790,  to  the  31st  of  December,  1792, 
inclusively. 

5.  Originals  of  sundry  letters  from  the  said  bank- 
ers to  me,  of  dates  from  the  25th  of  January,  1790, 
to  the  6th  of  November,  1792. 

6.  Copies  of  sundry  letters,  of  dates  from  the 
18th  of  June  to  the  24th  of  September,  1792,  in- 
clusively, between  G.  Morris  and  W.  Short,  Bsqs., 
having  relation  to  the  above  subjects. 

The  general  power  from  the  President  to  the 
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Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  28th  of  Auffost, 
1790,  and  the  communicatiODs  from  William  Snort, 
Esq^  who  has  been  the  only  Commissioner,  would, 
it  is  presumed,  have  fulfilled  the  terms  of  the  re- 
solution of  the  Senate  of  the  23d  of  last  month, 
and  are  transmitted,  pursuant  to  the  request  con- 
tained in  that  resolution. 

But  the  President  has  been  pleased  to  direct  the 
transmission  of  the  other  documents  also,  in  the 
supposition  that  the^  will  serve  to  throw  light 
upon  the  general  subject  of  that  resolution. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
sir,  yours,  ^., 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 
Secretary  of  the  TVeamry, 

The  Vice  President  of  the 

United  States  and  President  of  the  Senate, 

[Note. — Of  the  papers  referred  to  in  this  Re- 
port, none  are  now  to  be  found,  except  those  pub- 
lished with  the  Secretary's  second  Report,  of  the 
13th  February,  1793.] 


LOANS. 


Treasury  Department,  February  13, 1793. 

Sir  :  The  next  most  important  article  of  inqui- 
ry iuTolved  in  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Ue- 
presentatives  of  the  twenty-third  of  January  last, 
and  in  the  observations  which  have  been  made 
respecting  the  conduct  of  this  Department,  relates 
to  the  Loans  negotiated  under  the  acts  of  the  4th 
and  12th  of  August.  1790. 

The  papers  whicn  have  been  transmitted  to  the 
House  oy  order  of  the  President,  disclose  the  fol- 
lowing pJEurticulars — 

L  Tluit  the  immediate  superintendence  of  the 
business  of  the  Loans  was  confided  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Treasury,  being  naturally  connected 
with  it.  This  trust  oesides  the  original  instruc- 
tions for  regulating  tne  execution  of  it.  which  have 
been  communicated,  was  of  course  suoject  to  such 
directions  from  time  to  time,  as  the  President 
should  think  fit  to  five,  or  as  occasion  should  re- 

auire.  A  considerable  latitude  of  discretion,  never- 
leless,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  attended 
it ;  80  as  justly  to  leave  on  the  head  of  this  De- 
partment a  complete  responsibility  in  all  instances, 
where  special  exceptions  do  not  appear. 

II.  That  the  first  Loan  which  was  obtained, 
was  undertaken  and  completed  by  the  agency  of 
Wilhem  and  Jan  WilUnk,  and  Nicholas  and  Jacob 
Van  Suphorst,  and  Hubbard,  who,  both  under  the 
former  and  present  Government,  have  been  and 
are  the  bankers  of  the  United  States  at  Amster- 
dam. 

ni.  That  with  the  single  exception  of  the  first 
Loan,  William  Short,  Esq.,  then  Charg^  des  Af- 
tuies  at  the  Court  of  France,  now  resident  Minis- 
ter at  the  Hague,  was  constituted  the  sole  agent 
of  this  Department,  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
powers  confided  to  it ;  with  this  qualification  only, 
that  if  any  negotiation  with  a  Prince  or  State,  to 
whom  any  part  of  the  Debt  to  be  discharged  by 
the  Loans,  was  due,  should  be  requisite,  the  same 


was  to  be  carried  on  throoffh  the  person  who  in 
capacity  of  Minister,  Charge  des  Anaires,  or  other- 
wise, then  was,  or  thereafter  might  be  charged  with 
transaoting  the  afiairs  of  the  United  States,  with 
such  Prince  or  State. 

IV.  That  all  payments,  which  have  been  made 
out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Loans,  have  been  made 
by  the  immediate  and  special  order  of  Mr.  Short, 
except  those,  upon  the  bills  of  the  Treasurer  for 
the  moneys  drawn  to  this  country,  and  those  to 
the  money-lenders  in  Holland ;  which  were  made 
in  course  by  our  bankers,  at  the  periods  they  re- 
spectively became  due.  This  consequently  em- 
braces all  the  payments  to  France;  the  very  last 
of  which,  though  agreed  for  by  Mr.  Biorris,  in  con- 
sequence of  his  having  been  employed  for  a  special 
purpose  by  Mr.  Short,  was  not,  and  could  not,  be 
completed,  but  by  the  same  immediate  and  special 
direction  of  Mr.  Short. 

It  moreover  appears,  from  the  same  papers,  and 
more  fully  from  tne  correspondence  at  laige^  now 
before  the  Senate,  that  except  in  the  particular 
instance  which  has  been  just  stated,  with  r^g^aid 
to  Mr.  Morris,  there  has  been  no  other  agency  in 
the  whole  business,  than  that  of  Mr.  Short,  and  of 
the  bankers  at  Amsterdam  and  Antwerp,  whom 
he  necessarily  employed  as  instruments  in  the  ne- 
gotiations with  the  money-lenders,  and  in  the  re- 
ceipt and  disbursement  or  the  moneys  borrowed. 
These,  as  already  mentioned,  were,  at  Amsterdam, 
the  two  houses  of  Wilhem  and  Jan  WiUinL  and 
of  Nicholas  and  Jacob  Van  Staphorst  and  Hub- 
bard ;  at  Antwerp,  a  Mr.  G.  De  Wolf  was  Uie 
banker. 

It  may  not  be  without  its  uses  to  add,  that  the 
moneys  proceeding  from  the  Loans,  have  constant- 
ly remamed  in  the  hands  of  the  respective  bankers, 
till  they  have  been  paid  over  to  the  creditors ; 
namely,  the  French  treasury,  or  their  bankers  the 
money-lenders  or  their  representatives,  the  holders 
of  the  bills  drawn  from  this  country  by  the  Trea- 
surer. Neither  Mr.  Short  nor  Mr.  Morris  has 
ever  had  possession  of  a  single  guilder.  The  latter, 
indeed,  has  never  even  had  power  over  one,  except- 
ing merely  a  sum  of  105,0(X)  guilders,  by  letters  of 
mme,  dated  the  13th  September  last,  placed  at  his 
disposal  for  paying  at  Paris,  according  to  stipula- 
tion, the  interest  on  the  Debt  due  to  foreign  offi- 
cers. The  fact  is,  and  it  is  so  demonstrated  by 
the  correspondence  already  referred  to,  that  I  never 
wrote  a  Ime  to  Mr.  Morris  on  the  subject  of  the 
Loans  or  their  proceeds^  but  in  reference  to  the 
case  just  mentioned  of  the  interest  payable  to 
foreign  officers,  in  respect  to  which,  local  situation 
governed. 

One  more  circumstance  only  is  necessary  to  be 
noticed  in  this  place,  with  a  view  to  the  elucida- 
tion intended.  It  is  this :  that  the  last  payment, 
though  originating  prior  to  the  change  in  the  noli- 
tical  position  of  France  of  the  10th  of  August  last, 
not  having  been  consummated  until  the  6th  of 
September  following,  fell  of  course  under  the  dis- 
position of  those  then  in  possession  of  the  power 
of  the  nation. 

It  could  not  but  have  been  unexpected  to  me, 
that  exception  should  be  taken  to  the  Report  lately 
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made  by  me  on  the  8irt>jeet  of  Foreign  Loans^  for 
the  onuBsion  (^  details  which  I  did  not  at  that  tmie, 
and  do  not  yet,  conceive,  to  have  been  called  for, 
by  the  terms  of  the  resolutions  upon  which  it  was 
founded.  The  request  addressed  to  the  President, 
by  those  resolntiimB,  was,  that  he  woold  cause  to 
be  laid  before  the  House  a  partieular  aecount  of 
the  sums  borrowed  under  his  authority  by  the 
United  States,  the  teAUs  on  which  each  Loan  was 
obtained,  the  applications  which  had  been  made 
of  the  moneys,  agreeably  to  appropriations,  the 
balances,  if  any,  which  remained  unapplied,  speci- 
fying also,  at  what  times  interest  commenc^  on 
the  sereral  sums  obtained,  and  at  what  times  it 
was  stopped  by  the  sereral  payments  made.  It  was 
not  natural  to  imagine  that  these  expressions  were 
designed  to  comprehend  a  specification  of  the  pre- 
cise authorities,  under  which  the  Loans  were  ne- 
gotiated, of  the  names  of  the  persons  by  whom 
they  were  negotiated,  of  the  particular  place  or 
places,  where  uie  balance  unexpended  of  the  sums 
that  had  been  drawn  for  to  the  United  States, 
were  deposited.  Still  less  natural  was  it  for  me  to 
anticipate  surmises,  which  could  give  to  such  par- 
ticulars the  shadow  of  importance.  But  as  ani- 
madyersions  have  attended  the  omission  of  those 
details,  I  ought  to  regard  it  as  an  admonition  to 
me,  to  be  more  full  and  precise  in  my  present 
communication;  a  motive  which  co-openites  with 
my  desire,  to  throw  all  possible  light  upon  the 
subject 

The  first  general  circumstance,  which  requires 
to  be  noticed  and  explained,  after  the  particulars 
that  have  been  communicated,  is  this:  tnat  all  the 
Loans  which  have  been  hitherto  obtained,  have 
been  made  under  the  authority  of  both  acts,  with- 
out particular  reference  to  either. 

The  idea  originally  entertained,  was  to  conduct 
them  on  a  different  plan,  founding  each  Loan  upon 
one  or  the  other  of  the  acts,  as  will  be  seen  by  my 
letter  of  the  28th  of  August,  1790,  to  our  bankers 
at  Amsterdam ;  at  the  same  time,  that  it  will  ap- 
pear, from  the  same  letter,  that  the  separation  did 
not  appear  to  me  a  matter  of  consequence,  and  that 
I  anticipated  the  possibility  of  a  difficulty  in  ad- 
hering to  it  in  the  particular  case.  That  difficulty, 
proy^  in  the  opinion  of  the  bankers,  to  be  of  suffi- 
cient moment  to  render  the  arrangement  contem- 
I^ted,  under  the  circumstances  ot  the  case,  unad- 
yisable,  as  they  inform  me  in  their  answer  to  the 
abovementioned  letter. 

But  prior  to  the  receipt  of  that  answer,  further 
inquiry  and  reflection  had  determined  me  to 
abandon  my  original  idea,  as  likely  to  produce 
Embarrassment  and  inconvenience,  Ixith  in  the  ne- 
gotiation of  the  Loans,  and  in  the  application  of 
their  proceeds.  It  was  accordingly  concluded  to 
let  the  Loans  proceed  indiscriminately,  upon  both 
acts. 

These  Loans  were  to  have  reference  to  two 
purposes ;  first,  the  reimbursement  of  the  Forei^ 
Debt ;  second,  the  purchase  of  the  Domestic  Debt 
at  its  market  price. 

There  were  weighty  reasons  for  carrying  on 
both  these  operations  concurrently.  The  arrears  to 
France  had  been  a  considarable  time  accumulat- 


ing. It  was  in  every  sense  proper  that  a  reim- 
bursement of  them  should  begin  without  delay, 
and  desirable  for  obvious  reasons,  that  it  shoula 
^  on  without  any  very  considerable  chasms  or 
intermissions.  This  manner  of  proceeding  could 
not  but  have  the  fairest  chance  of  being  the  most 
satisfactory  and  convenient  to  France ;  unless,  in- 
deed, the  business  were  to  have  proceeded  upon 
the  principle  of  an  entire  postponement  of  the  do- 
mestic object,  to  that  of  the  reimbursement. 

But  very  coj^t  reasons  rendered  this  course 
not  the  most  eligible.  The  early  commencement 
of  purchases  of  Uie  Debt  was  a  matter  of  real  and 
great  importance. 

It  was  important  in  two  relations;  as  it  regarded 
the  advantages  to  the  Qovemment,  from  r^eem- 
ing  a  portion  of  the  Debt  at  low  prices;  and  still 
more,  as  it  regarded  the  savings  to  the  country 
from  raising  the  price  of  stock  on  foreign  pur- 
chasers ;  the  beneficial  influence  upon  the  credit  of 
the  nation  abroad  and  at  home,  to  be  expected 
from  a  quick  appreciation  of  the  public  obligations : 
the  benefit  to  the  public  creditors  in  general,  and 
to  the  most  meritorious  classes  of  them  in  parti- 
cular, which  would  result  from  the  same  cause ; 
all  wnich  objecis  were  sti^ested  from  the  Treasu- 
ry, as  motives  to  the  provision  respecting  purchases, 
and  are  evidently  contemplated  in  the  preamble 
of  the  act  which  makes  that  provision. 

Exclusive  of  the  other  advantages  which  have 
been  cited^  and  which  are  of  a  nature  truly  pre- 
cious and  important,  that  of  preventing  foreigners 
from  acquiring  the  property  of  our  citizens  at  a 
great  under-value,  is  too  obvious  not  to  be  estimate 
ed,  as  it  ought  to  be,  at  first  sight.    It  cannot  re- 

Suire  ar^ment  to  show  how  great  an  evil  it  was, 
liat  foreigners  should  be  able  to  acquire  with  nine 
or  ten,  that  for  which  the  country  would  ultimate- 
ly have  to  pay  them  twenty,  with  full  interest  in 
tne  interval ;  nor  how  much  it  merited  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Qovemment  to  prevent  or  lessen  so 
serious  an  evO. 

But  the  influence  which  the  purchases  by  the 
(Sovemment  may  have  had  upon  this  event  may 
not  be  equally  obvious.  It  is,  however,  not  diffi- 
cult to  be  traced.  Price  naturally  keeps  pace  with 
competition  and  demand ;  whatever  mcreases  the 
latter,  necessarily  tends  to  an  augmentation  of  the 
former.  Merely  then  as  another  purchaser,  by 
adding  to  the  competition  and  demand,  the  pur- 
chases of  the  Qovemment  were  calculated  to  influ- 
ence a  rise  of  price.  But  they  had  an  efiect  more 
than  proportioned  to  their  extent  Ima^nation  has 
much  to  do  in  all  such  questions,  and  in  scarcely 
anything  so  much  as  in  what  relates  to  public  funds. 
Experience  proves,  that  it  is  here  exerted  with 
uncommon  ^ort.  The  appearance  of  the  Govern- 
ment as  a  purchaser  has  not  failed  to  excite  the 
expectation  of  a  greater  demand  than  was  reaL 
because  the  extent  of  the  resources  to  be  employee! 
might  be  very  great,  and  was  unknown;  which,  by 
stimulating^  tne  zeal  of  those  who  wanted  to  buy, 
lest  the  price  should  rise  suddenly  and  considera- 
bly upon  them,  and  by  encouraging  those  who 
wanted  to  sell,  under  the  hope  of  a  better  price,  to 
hold  back  the  commodity,  has  in  bodi  ways  gene- 


1219 


APPflNDIX. 


1220 


rally  conthbated  to  give  a  sprmff  to  the  market. 
Prices  once  raised,  when  fouBoed  on  intrinsic 
Talu&  tend  to  maintain  themselyes ;  beouise  those 
who  have  Riven  them,  are  for  the  most  part  in- 
terested in  Eeemng  them  up.  And  every  new  im- 
pulse, which  tney  receive,  serves  to  carry  them 
ramdly  to  their  just  level. 

Those  who  have  heea  most  attentive  to  the 
operation  of  the  public  purchases,  will  have  the 
least  doubt  that  tney  had  a  material  aj^eney  in 
accelerating  the  aj^eciation  of  the  public  stock. 

An  inquiry  nalurally  arises  here.  Were  the 
moneys  which  were  drawn  fom  Eurqpe  on  ac- 
count of  the  Forei|;n  Loans,  the  instrument  of  the 
purchases,  to  which  these  beneficial  effects  are 
ascribed? 

I  answer,  that  these  purchases  are  to  be  attri- 
buted to  the  instrumentality  of  that  fund ;  that  had 
it  not  been  for  this  resource  they  could  not  have 
been  made  at  the  early  periods  when  most  (k 
them  were  made.  The  course  of  the  transaction 
will  be  fully,  and  with  more  prq;Nriety,  explained 
in  another  juace. 

An  attention  to  both  objects — ^to  the  reimburse- 
ments to  France,  and  to  the  purchases  of  the  Debt, 
rendered  expedient  a  subdivisioQi  even  of  die  first 
Loan.  Considerations  of  the  moment  seconded 
those  of  a  general  nature,  to  induce  an  immediate 
payment  to  that  country.  The  Loan  had  been 
undertaken  without  previousauthority  from  hence, 
vrith  a  view  to  such  payment  This  was  known, 
and  a  correspondent  expectation  excited.  The 
'immediate  situation  of  tne  French  finances  ren- 
dered a  payment  at  the  particular  juncture  more 
than  ordinarily  interestmg.  In  such  a  state  of 
things,  there  could  be  no  hesitation  about  allying 
a  large  part  of  the  Loan  to  that  object.  Another 
part  of  it  was,  of  necessity,  applied  to  the  payment 
of  the  sums  that  were  falling  due  on  the  Dutch 
Loans.  And  it  is  presumed  that  the  reasons  which 
have  been  assigned,  will  appear  to  have  been  suf- 
ficiently powe^ul  to  have  dictated  the  drawing  of 
a  part  of  it  to  the  United  States. 

Accordingly,  a  million  and  a  half  of  the  three 
millions  borrowed,  were  appropriated  to  France, 
something  more  than  eight  hundred  thousana 
guilders  were  drawn  for  here,  and  the  remainder 
of  the  Loan  was  left  to  be  disbursed  in  Holland. 

It  shall  not  be  concealed,  though  I  am  aware 
that  the  acknowledgment  may  be  a  subj^t  of  cri- 
ticism, that  the  conduct  whicn  was  pursued,  both 
with  regard  to  this  aiid  to  the  succeeding  Loan, 
was  in  some  degree  influenced  by  a  collateral  con- 
sideration. The  Qovemment  had  but  just  adopt- 
ed a  plan  for  the  restoration  of  public  credit.  Tne 
periodical  payment  of  interest  was  to  commence 
on  the  Ist  of  April,  1791.  A  considerable  part  of 
the  revenue,  out  of  which  the  moneys  were  to 
arise,  was  only  to  beffin  to  accrue  on  the  first  of 
January  preceding.  This  revenue  was  liable  to 
credits  of  four,  six,  and  twelve  months. 

How  far  its  eventual  product  would  answer  ex- 
pectation— how  far  the  punctuality  of  payments 
could  be  relied  upon — were  poinu  unascertained, 
and  which  required  to  their  ascertainment  much 
more  experience  than  had  been  obtained.  In  such  | 


a  situation,  il  was  not  only  natual  boi 
for  an  Administrator  of  the  Finances  to  donbl; 
and  doubting,  it  was  his  duty  to  call  to  the  aid  of 
the  Public  Credit  every  auxiliary  which  it  was  in 
his  power  to  command.  He  was  bound  to  reflect, 
that  a  failure  in  any  stipulated  payment  would  be 
fatal  to  the  dawung  credit  of  the  country — to  the 
reputation  of  the  (^vemment^ust  beginning  to 
rise.  Thaitawonnd  inflicted  upon  eiuiec,at  so 
early  a  stage,  under  all  the  ciicumstanees^of  c^ 
position  to  the  Constitution,  which  had  existed  m 
the  community,  would  have  been  deeply  felt^and 
might  either  not  have  admitted^of  a  cure  at  alL 
or  not  till  after  a  length  of  time,  and  a  series  of 
mischiefs;  that  it  could  not  but  be  an  iapoftant 
service  rendered  to  the  country  to  ward  off  so 
great  a  misfortune  by  the  temporary  use  of  any 
extraordinary  resource,  which  might  be  at  hana, 
till  time  was  given  for  more  effectual  provision. 

If^  in  the  course  of  such  reflections,  adoubt  had 
occurred  about  the  strict  regqlarity  of  what  waa 
ecmtemplated  as  a  possible  resort,  a  mind  sufi* 
ciently  alive  to  the  public  interest,  and  sufficiently 
firm  m  the  pursuit  of  it,  would  have  diwiitwrd 
that  doubt  as  an  obstacle,  suggested  by  a  pusilandh 
mous  caution,  to  the  exercise  of  those  hi^buer  mo- 
tives, which  ouffht  ever  to  eovern  a  man  invested 
with  a  great  public  trust.  It  would  have  occurred 
that  there  was  reasonable  ground  to  rely  that  the 
necessity  of  the  case,  and  the  ma^tude  of  the 
occasion,  would  insure  a  jqstification;  and  that 
if  the  contrary  should  happen,  there  remainedstw 
the  consolation  of  having  sacrificed  personal  in* 
terest  and  tranquility,  no  matter  to  what  extent, 
to  an  important  pubue  interest;  and  of  having, 
avoided  the  humiliation  which  would  have  been 
justly  due  to  an  oj^posite  and  to  a  feeUe  conduct 

The  disposition  which  was  resolved  upon,  with 
regard  to  the  first  Loait  involved,  necessarily,  a 
decision  of  the  point,  that  the  Loans  might  be 
placed  on  the  joint  foundation  of  both  acts.  That 
Loan  having  oeen  undertaken,  as  already  men- 
tioned, without  previous  authority,  and  conse- 
quently without  a  fkarticuhir  eye  to  either  act,  il 
was  probable  that  it  would  be  found  too  late  to 
make  an  apportionment  oi  one  part  of  the  sum 
borrowed  to  one  act  of  another  part  to  the  other 
act  In  that  case^tne  distributive  application  of 
the  fund  to  the  different  objects  was  to  be  relin- 
quished, or  the  possibility  was  to  be  admitted,  of 
the  Loan  being  lef^  to  stand  upon  the  authority  of 
both  acts.  The  same  disposition  of  the  first  Lma 
will  also  illustrate  the  convenience  and  expedien- 
cy of  the  plan  which  was  finally  adopted;  that  iS| 
of  placing  the  Loans  on  the  basis  of  ooth  acts.        ^ 

The  idea  of  a  concurrent  execution  of  both  the 
objects  to  which  the  Loans  were  destined  could 
not  conveniently  have  been  pursued  upon  the  plan 
of  a  separation  of  the  Loans ;  which^  to  be  effectu- 
al, would  include  the  strict  application  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  each  to  the  purposes  of  the  particular  act 
upon  which  it  was  founded. 

Amsterdam  was  naturally  looked  to^  as  the  great 
scene  of  the  intended  Loans.  There,  as  everywhere 
else,  there  is  b«t  a  certain  quantity  of  money  float- 
ing in  the  marked  from  time  to  time,  b^ond  the 
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necessary  demands  of  trade  and  industry,  seeking 
for  emplorment  in  Loans.  This  quantity,  of  course, 
varies  at  oifferent  periods,  from  a  variety  of  causes. 
Of  the  quantity  at  any  time  afloat,  but  a  certain 
proportion  can  be  commanded  hj  any  one-borrow- 
ing Power,  owing  to  the  competition  of  other  bor- 
rowers, who  have  each  their  connexions,  through 
their  bankers,  with  different  sets  of  undertakers. 
Nor  is  it  always  that  considerable  Loans  can  be 
had  at  any  rate.  There  are  certain  seasons  only 
when  they  are  practicable. 

T^  have  brought  two  Loans  upon  the  market  at 
one  time,  as  an  opjportunity  of  borrowing  ofiered, 
which  must  have  been  the  case,  in  order  to  make 
concurrent  provision  for  both  the  objects  in  ques- 
tion, if  the  principle  of  a  separation  of  the  Loans 
had  been  aaopted,  would  have  been  to  exhibit  to 
the  money-lenders  a  very  unusual  appearance. 
With  men  known  to  be  much  influenced  by  pre- 
cedent and  habit,  such  an  appearance  could  not 
have  failed  to  prove  a  source  of  speculation  and 
conjecture;  and  might  have  led  to  a  confused  idea 
that  the  wants  of  the  United  States  were  excess- 
ive ;  a  supposition  by  no  means  calculated  to  pro- 
mote their  credit  It  would,  moreover,  have  beoi 
a  departure  from  that  simplicity  of  procedure 
which,  where  numbers  are  concerned,  is  always 
of  moment  to  a  right  conception  of  the  business 
to  be  accomplished,  and  ougnt  not  to  be  abandon- 
edj^ut  for  reasons  of  real  utility  and  weight. 

To  have  instituted  the  Loans  successively,  found- 
ing each  upon  one  or  the  other  of  the  acts,  would 
have  had  a  tendency  tooccasion  longer  intervals  be- 
tween the  payments  to  France  than  was  desirable. 
The  intervention  of  a  Loan  for  the  purpose  of  pur- 
chases would  have  created^  of  course,  a  very  consi- 
derable chasm.  It  may  be  objected,  that  such  chasms 
did  happen  on  the  plan  which  was  pursued.  This  is 
true  in  two  instances,  but  the  most  material  of  the 
two  proceeded  from  casualties  foreign  to  the  plan 
itselt,  which  are  detailed  in  the  correspondence 
more  than  once  alluded  to. 

It  is  possiUe.  too,  that  a  separation  of  the  Loans 
might  have  rendered  it  less  easy  to  take  advan- 
tage of  a  state  of  the  market,  favorable  to  their 
extension  at  a  particular  juncture.  The  Loan  to 
be  brouffht  on  the  market  might  relate  to  the  pur* 
chase  of  the  Debt.  The  moment  might  be  favor- 
aUe  to  a  more  considerable  Loan  than  was  within 
the  limits  i^escribed  for  that  object,  and  the  op- 
portunity might  slip  before  a  second  could  be  m- 
stituted.  In  this  business  moments  are  often  of 
importance,  and  are  to  be  embraced  with  prompt- 
itude and  dexterity. 

Thus  it  appears  that,  in  different  ways^  the  ne- 
gotiation ottne  Loans^  might  have  been  embar- 
rassed by  their  separation. 

But  the  most  obvious,  if  not  the  most  serious  of 
the  inconveniences  which  would  have  attended  it, 
respects  the  application  of  the  sums  borrowed. 
This  could  not  then  have  been  moulded,  as  the 
interest  or  policy  of  the  Government  m^ht  dic- 
tate. A  Loan  for  the  purchase  of  the  Debt  might 
have  been  made  under  prospects  promising  a 
ready  and  beneficial  investment  of  it:  but,  before 
the  mvestment  was  made,  a  change  of  the  market  i 


inight  render  it  inelisible — involving  the  alterna- 
tive, either  of  a  disadvantageous  investment,  or  of 
leaving,  perhi^  a  larse  sum  of  money  a  long; 
time  unemploveo.  Such  a  state  of  things  might 
haveproduced  to  the  banks  an  advanta^,  and  to 
the  Gtovernment  a  loss  of  magnitude,  siuficient  to 

five  color  to  a  surmise,  that  the  public  interest 
ad  been  sacrificed  to  the  profit  or  those  institu- 
tions. The  contrary  course  has  essentially  avoided 
that  evil;  which,  m  this  and  in  other  instances^ 
would  have  been  incidenl,  in. a  far  greater  degree, 
to  the  modes  of  proceedingi  contrasted  with  those 
that  have  been  pursued,  than  has  in  reality  attend* 
ed  them. 

Or  political  considerations  mijg^ht  have  rendeved 
it  advisable  to  transfer  the  application  of  the  fund 
from  one  object  to  the  other. 

Of  this,  the  case  of  St.  Domingo  presents  an 
example.  It  might  have  happen^  on  the  plan 
of  separate  Loans,  that  there  was  no  fund  in  hand 
but  for  the  purchase  of  the  Debt.    Then,  on  the 

J»rmciple  of  that  plan,  there  would  have  been  no 
imd  in  the  disposition  of  the  Elxecutive,  applica* 
ble  to  the  other  object,  which  would  have  embar- 
rassed the  performance  of  a  duty  towards  a  friend- 
ly Power,  and  in  a  way  which  included  the  posi- 
tive advantage  to  the  country  of  paying  directly 
a  part  of  its  Foreign  Debt,  in  its  own  produetions. 

Such  were  the  embarrassments  avoided,  and 
such  the  conveniences  secured,  by  the  plan  of> 
making  the  Loans  indiscriminately,  upon  the  au- 
thoritv  of  both  acts. 

In  the  opposite  plan,  I  can  discern  no  counter- 
balancing advantage  nor  convenience. 

Consequently,  if  both  are  equally  legal,  there, 
can  be  no  doubt  which  of  them  ought  to  have 
been  preferred. 

If  there  be  any  want  of  legality  in  the  plan, 
which  has  been  pursued,  I  was  not  at  the  tune, 
and  am  not  yet,  sensible  of  it. 

I  know  of  no  rule  which  renders  it  illegid  in  an 
a^^ent,  having  from  the  same  principal  two  autho- 
nties  to  borrow  money,  whether  for  one  or  differ- 
ent purposes,  to  unite  the  Loans  he  may  make 
upon  the  foundation  of  both  authorities,  provided 
the  terms  of  them  be  consbtent  with  botn  or  either 
of  his  commissions.  If  the  purposes  are  dififerent, 
it  will  be  incumbent  upon  nim  to  take  care  that 
the  application  of  the  moneys  borrowed  makes  the 
proper  separation,  and,  doing  this,  he  will  have 
fttlnlled  his  trust  To  test  this  position,  it  seeins 
onlv  necessary  to  ask,  whether  the  principal,  in 
sucn  case,  would  not  be  fuUy  bound  to  the  lenders  ? 

In  reflecting  ori^inallv  upon  the  regularity  of 
the  proceeding  memtatea,  there  was  but  one  source 
of  hesitation — the  difference  in  the  fimds  upon 
which  the  Loans  were  to  rest.  But  the  following , 
reasoning  satisfied  the  scruple :  The  pledgii^  (» 
particular  funds  is  for  the  security  of  the  lenoers. 
if  they  are  willing  to  waive  the  special  security  by 
lending  on  the  seneral  credit  of  the  Gk>vernment,  or 
to  dispense  witn  the  preference  of  one  fund  to  an- 
other, where  two  are  pledged,  by  lending  indiscrimi- 
nately on  the  credit  of  ^th,  the  one  or  the  other 
circumstance  must  be  alike  indifferent  to  the  Qo- 
vemment.    The  authority  will  have  been  well 
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executed,  to  the  extent  necessary  for  public  pur- 
poses, and  if  any  thing  remains  unexecuted,  it  will 
DC  in  enlargement,  not  in  abridgment  of  the  pub- 
lic rights.  It  is,  however,  presumed  that  the  prac- 
tical construction  in  die  present  case  will  be,  that 
the  two  funds  pledged  inll  constitute  an  aggre- 
gate for  the  joint  security  of  the  moneys  borrowed 
upon  both  acts. 

The  second  general  circumstance  respecting  the 
Foreign  Loans  negotiated  under  the  acts  of  the  4th 
and  12th  of  August,  which  reauires  attention,  re- 
lates to  the  terms  on  which  tiiev  hare  been  ob- 
tained. These,  it  appears,  have  been  represented 
as  neither  honorable  nor  advantaf eous. 

The  following  facts,  witnessed  bv  the  corre- 
spondence before  the  Senate,  more  than  once  re- 
ferred to,  and  well  known  to  all  who  have  had  op- 
portunities of  information,  demonstrate  that  the 
terms  of  those  Loans  have  been  both  honorable 
and  advanta^ous : 

1.  There  is  not  one  of  them,  which  originated 
under  the' acts,  that  was  not  effected  upon  condi- 
tions equally  mvorable  with  those  attending  the 
Loans  of  the  cotemporary  borrowing  Powers  of 
the  most  tried  resources  and  best-established  cre- 
dit, and  more  favorable  than  were  obtained  by 
some  Powers  of  great  respectability. 

2.  The  United  States  took  a  lead  in  the  market 
in  regard  to  the  subsequent  reductions  of  interest, 
having  had  either  earlier  or  more  complete  suc- 
cess than  any  other  borrowing  Power. 

3.  From  a  rate  of  five  per  cent,  interest  and 
four-and-a-half  per  cent,  charges,  which  marked 
the  level  of  the  market  when  they  began  their 
Loans,  they,  in  the  course  of  a  sin^e  year,  brought 
down  the  terms  to  four  per  cent,  mterest  and  five 
percent,  charges;  that  is,  from  an  interest  on  the 
nett  sum  received  (including  an  indemnification 
for  charges)  of  5.5012,  something  more  than  five- 
and-a-htuf  per  cent,  to  an  interest  on  the  like  sum 
of  4.4951,  something  less  than  four-and-a-half  per 
cent 

When  thb  state  of  things  is  applied  to  a  Go- 
vernment only  in  the  third  year  or  its  existence, 
and  to  a  country  which  had  so  recently  emergea 
from  a  total  derangement  of  its  finances,  it  would 
seem  impossible  to  deny  that  the  issue  is  not  only 
honorable  but  flattering ;  unless,  indeed,  it  can  be 
denied  that  a  sound  and  vigorous  state  of  credit  is 
honorable  to  a  nation. 

I  forbear  a  comparison  between  the  Loans  of  the 
present  and  of  the  former  Government  of  this 
country,  because  an  immense  disparity  of  circum- 
stances would  render  it  an  improper  one,  further 
than  to  take  notice  of  a  very  great  error  which 
has  been  upon  some  occasions  advanced.  It  has 
been  alleged,  to  disparage  the  management  under 
the  present,  that  the  L<Mms  of  the  former  Govern- 
ment, in  a  situation  comparatively  very  disadvan- 
tageous, have  been  effected  upon  equal  terms ; 
and  in  proof  of  this  an  appeal  has  been  made  to 
the  Loan  of  2,000,000  of  gnilders.  at  four  per  cent, 
which  is  that  of  the  9th  March,  1784. 

Nothing  can  manifest  more  clearly  than  this 
the  very  precipitate  and  superficial  views  with 
which  su^estions  on  important  public  subjects 


are  sometimes  made.  The  last  four  per  cent. 
Loan  obtained  under  the  existing  laws,  including 
charges,  is  a  real  four-and-a-half  per  cent.  Loan, 
or,  more  exactly,  a  4.4951  per  cent.  Loan.  The 
four  per  cent.  Loan  of  March,  1784,  is  a  real  6.6468 
per  cent.  Loan.  The  differencej  which  exceeds 
two  per  cent.,  arises  principally  from  extra  pre- 
miums and  gratifications  which  were  allowed 
upon  this  Loan,  and  which  are  unknown  to  the 
other. 

Much  praise  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  exertions 
which  effected  the  Loans  under  the  former  Go- 
vernment A  superiority  of  merit  shall  readily 
be  conceded  to  them,  from  the  circumstances  un- 
der which  they  were  made,  and  their  signal  utili^ 
in  the  Revolution.  But  it  is  not  necessary  to  their 
eulogium  to  aflSrm  that  they  were  made  upon 
equu  terms  with  those  of  the  Loans  lately  obtain- 
ed, or  to  deny  the  goodness  of  the  terms  of  the  lat- 
ter.   Truth  will  not  justify  the  one  or  the  other. 

The  facts  which  have  been  stated  prove  that 
the  terms  of  the  Loans  are  advantageous  as  well 
as  honorable.  They  are  comparatively  advan- 
tageous, because  they  are  as  moderate  as  odier 
Powers  in  the  best  credit  have  allowed ;  and  they 
are  absolutely  advantageous,  because  the  hi^^est 
real  not  nominal  rate  of  interest  which  has  oeen 
given  does  not  exceed  5.5012,  a  fraction  more  than 
five-and-a-half  per  cent.,  while  the  lowest  real  rate 
is  4.4951,  a  fVaction  less  than  four-and-a-half  per 
cent. 

If  the  question  whether  advantageous  or  not  be 
tested  by  the  purposes  for  which  the  Loans  have 
been  made,  the  conclusion  is  equally  in  their  favor. 
The  payments  on  account  of  the  Foreign  Debt 
were  an  indispensable  obligation.  Unless  it  can 
be  shown  that  they  might  have  been  derived  from 
another  and  more  advantageous  source,  it  wiU  fol- 
low that  it  was  the  interest  of  the  Gk)vemment  to 
avail  itself  of  the  resource  which  has  been  em- 
ployed, because  it  was  its  duty  to  discharge  its 
obligations. 

It  is  sometimes  urged  that  Foreign  Loans,  for 
whatever  purpose,  are  pernicious,  oecause  they 
serve  to  drain  the  country  of  its  specie  for  the  pay- 
ment of  interest,  and  for  the  final  reimbursement 
of  principal ;  that  it  would  be  preferable,  for  that 
reason,  to  procure  Loans  at  home,  even  at  a  high- 
er rate  of  interest. 

To  this,  several  answers  may  be  given,  some  of 
a  special,  others  of  a  general  nature. 

in  reference  to  the  reimbursement  of  the  Fo- 
reign Debt,  it  may  be  observed,  that,  as  a  Debt  had 
already  been  incurred  abroad,  upon  which  interest 
was  payable,  the  contracting  of  new  Loans  there 
for  tne  reimbursement  of  mat  Debt  would  leave 
us,  as  to  the  demand  for  the  exportation  of  our 
specie,  just  where  we  originally  stood.  Moreover, 
it  the  money  could  have  been  borrowed  at  home 
for  that  reimbursement,  the  remittance  of  it  would 
have  been  ruinous  to  the  country.  The  mere  ne- 
cessity of  remitting  could  not  alone  have  increased 
the  foreign  demand  for  our  commodities,  so  as  to 
deduce  from  an  extra  exportation  of  them  the  re^ 
quisite  means  of  payment;  and  if  our  specie  was 
to  perform  the  office,  the  country  would  speedily 
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hKit  been  ezbawted  ta  a  depree  inconnsteat 
witk  the  support  of  its  commerce  and  industry. 
The  quantity  of  coin  in  the  United  States  has 
never  beoi  considerable  enough  for  such  an  c^pe* 
nttion. 

But  this  very  state  of  things  would  have  ren- 
dered the  poeuring  of  the  money  from  domestic 
resources  impracticable.  These,  it  may  be  sa£ely 
affirmed,  are  too  limited  for  extensive  LfOaas  of  any 
considerable  degree  of  permanency. 

In  the  last  ^aee,the  expedient  of  Domestic 
Loans  would  not  prcTent  the  evil  which  is  desired 
to  be  prevented.  Foreigners  would  either  in  the 
irst  instance  bring  their  moneys  to  subeciibe  them 
lo  the  Loani^  or  they  would  anerwarda  puiehaee 
the  stock  arising  from  them,  and,  in  either  case, 
ihey  would  equally  draw  away  the  monefr  oi  the 
country  on  account  of  their  interest  and  principal 
The  only  consequence  of  giving  a  disproportion- 
ate rate  of  interest  for  Domestic  Loans  wo«Ud  be 
that  our  specie  would  be  carried  away  so  much 

<he  faster. 
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pay  more  regard  to  their  eixternal  than  lo  Aeir  in- 
teniai  credit-Hihis  conaideration  coK>pente8with 
Maaona  of  convenience  to  induoe  moneyed  men 
abroad  to  be  coslettt  with  a  lower  rate  of  intere^ 
atipnlated  to  be  paid  in  their  own  country,  than  it 
the  place  of  payment  be  in  another  country  s  mak- 
ing even  a  greater  difieience  than  ia-an  equivalent 
for  the  expense  and  risk  of  obtaining  remittances. 

The  clear  inference  firom  these  otaervatimis  is, 
that,  with  regard  to  the  reimbursement  of  the  Fo- 
Mign  Debt,  no  other  expedient  than  that  of.Fo- 
reini  Loans  was  practicable  or  eligible. 

The  utility  of  that  part  of  the  Loans  which  has 
lefaence  to  the  purchase  of  the  D«^  has  already 
been  explained  in  certain  views.  So  far  as  their 
aMMcy.  lias  been  htth^to  cooeemed  in  that  <mera- 
Hon^  it  is  a  snflkient  demoostiatioa  of  the  adi^an- 
lage^  the  measure  to  statathat  the  ssm  inveated 
in  purchases  up  to  the.period  of  the  last  Report  le 
Congress  has  ledeemed  what  is  ttfomi  to  anmi- 
nuky  of  6^15  per  eent,  including  abe  die  advan- 
tage of  sinkinff  a  capital  mere  dian  fifty  per  eent 
greater  thuL  me  sum  expenied. 

A  viddafaie  preAt  wiU  arise  from  the  investment 
ef  the  flumaea  hand,,  either  m  a  parment  to  the 
Bank  or  in  the, purchase  of  stoak.  The  liberation 
el  an  annuity  otsizper  cent  can  be  secured,  while, 
upon  a  great  part  or  the  fund  which  is  to  eieet  it 
BO  mere  than  fooMwid-a-half  per  cent  ia  payable, 
and  less  than  five^nd^t-half  upon  the  other  part 
l%e  meatt  of  these  rates  being  five,  per  cent,  an 
annual  saving  of  one  per  oeut  may  be  ^fected, 
which,  upon  $2)000,000,  interest  at  five  percent., 
is  el|oal  to  a  capital  or  gross  sum  of  $400,000— an 
item  certainly  of  no  inconstderahle  conseiiuence. 

Against  the' advantages  which  are  daimedin 
favor  of  the  Loan,  it  is  natural  to  place  the  loss 
of  interert  incident  to  the  delays  which  have  at- 
tended their  i^ndication  to  the  pnrpoeeafor  which 
they  vrere  obmmed.  This  leads  to  an  examiner 
tion  of  the  cases  of  d^y,  their  causes,  the  circum- 
stances, if  any,  which  counterbalance  them. 

There  are  three  instances  of  material  delay-- 
Sd  Com. 


one  respecting  the  first  Loan,  another  the  second 
Loan,  and  a  third  a  part  of  the  two  last  Loans. 
.  The  first  Lean,  it  will  be  seen,  was  not  applied 
till  a  considerable  time  after  its  commencement. 
It  has  been  already  intimated  thaA  it  was  under- 
taken without  previous  authority  from  this  coun^ 
trv.  The  motixes  to  the  measure  are  detailed  in 
a  letter  firom  our  bankers  of  the  2M  of  January, 
1790,  a  copy  of  which  accompanies  the  commu- 
nicatioas  herewith  made  by  order  of  the  Presi- 
dent A  regard  to  those  motives  led  to  an  accept- 
ance of  the  Loan.  Nor  could  it  have  been  deemdl 
an  unfortunate  circumstance  that  such  an  auxili- 
ary^ to  the  operations  of  the  Treasury  had  been 
previously  prepared. 

The  laws  authorising  the  Loans  passed  the  4dk 
and  12th  of  August  As  eariy  as  the  28th  d"  that 
month,  the  acceptance  above  mentioned  was  com* 
muBicated,aild  tfae«»plicatimi  ef  1,500,000  florins, 
in  a  payment  to  France,  direeted.  So  far,  no 
time  was  lost,  more  than  could  not  have  been 
avoided. 

But  the  bills  for  the  sum  to  be  brou|^ht  here 
ware  not  drawn  tilt  some  months  afWr.  This  pro* 
eeeded  from  aa  unwilHngness'  to  i^  the  publk 
credit,  by  drawing  before  there  was  a:  certainty  d 
funds  to  aaswer  me  drafts.  It  was  aot  impossible 
thai  the  great  delay  which  had  attended  the  pass- 
ing of  t£t  kw  for  boTBowing  might  have  lea  the 
bsohers  to  come  to  some  arrangement  Ivith  the 
moaev^enders  for  surrendering  me  moneys  paid 
in  and  terminating  the  Loan.  Independent  of  this 
source  of  aMirehension,  they  had  expressed  them- 
selvee,  in  tneir  letter  communicating  the  step  they 
had  tahen.  to  this  efieet :  ^To  spare  the  United 
^  States  aU  possible  advance  of  interest,  while  the 
^'money  shaM  lemain  unapptepriattd,  we  shall 
^issue  the  recipisses  at  the  option  of  the  buyers 
^'  to  take  them  so  late  as  they  please,*  on  the  ex- 
**  peotmion  the  three  miUiooa  would  be  placed  in 
^  a  f^w  raenths.^  This,^  diough  it  announced  an 
enpeetatiott  that  die  moneys  would  be  paid  in  in 
a  few  months,  did  not  render  the  event  certain. 
And  as  the  bankers  appeared,  from  that  precau- 
tion, to  have  adverted  to  the  idea  of  saving  the 
United  States  an  advance  ef  interest  it  was  sub- 
posable  that  they  might  have  found  means  stui 
further  to  procrastinate  the  payments,  or  a  con- 
sideiable  part  of  them,  till  th^  had  rec^ved  a 
coi^rmation  of  the  Loan.  This  peiicy  would 
have  been  the  more  aaturaL  as^  they  ri»ed  the 
loss  of  iatevest  themselves,  if  tne  tnmsaction  should 
not  have  been  fiaaUy  ratified. 

Under  such  circumstances^  I  thought  it  most 
prudent  to  defer  the  drafts  until  advice  was  re- 
ceived of  the  actual  prognese  of  the  Loans.  There 
was  no  room  to  hesitate  between  the  lots  of  a 
small  sum  in  interest  and  the  danger  of  commit- 
ting the  public  credit  by  a  premature  operation. 

The  second  case  of  delav  relates  to  the  second 
Loan.  It  was  occasioned  oy  a  determination  to 
suspend  the  orders  for  its  application  till  informa- 
tion was  received  of  its  having  been  contracted 
for.  One  motive  to  'this  determination  has  been 
already  intimated,  namely,  the  yet  untried  and 
immamte  state  of  our  fiscal  arrangements.    Hie 
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Men!  nasoatef  qu,  Aift  hmd  ww  ttfcvgdieMd 
by  «n  occairence  akooetker  iinIooke4  for,  whioi 
iueloeed  itielf  on  the  ^  of  Augut,  1790^  «leVen 
il«3rt  a^r  the  rmag  of  Congress— «ii  oeew^noe 
wkiek  they  had  not  contemplated  in  their  pec«b> 
niary  dimotitMn&  laUadetothefommeoeetaent 
af  an  Incuan  war,  nAmh  was  aanounoed  in  a  Let«> 
tar  from  Qeyeraor  Bt  Clair,  dated  on  the  aboTe- 
acBlMHied  day^  the  ftogresuye  extent  and  cottee- 

Sienees  of  whieh  eonld,  of  course,  not  be  foreseen* 
ttder  such  ciroumstances,  I  judged  it  for  the  tmb- 
lie  intereBt  and  safety  to  hold  the  reeonree  wnieh 
the  pnMoeot  of  a  Loan  prest&tednnder  theipowet 
of  the  Treasury  till  advice  should  be  roeeived  of 
the  actual  institution  of  the  Loan,  with  ioloDCioft 
liian  to  dispose  of  It  as  shoald  appear  adrisaible, 
iwder  a  better  Hiativad  visrw  of  oQr  pecuniary  sita^ 
aition  and  Moneats* 

Hence  the  diolay  which  attnided  the  appliearien 
of  theseoondLoan;  theirstinfttetilnt'ongiiiated 
anbeequent  to  the  laws  in  borrowing.  Bm  ater 
advice  had  been  receired  of  its  haying  been  Ml  on 
fbot^  no  time  was  lost  in  eoayerting  it  with  due 
^Bspateh  to  iti  pra^ier  osesi  There  wae  <mly.  net 
•ft  antiei^tioB  of  Its  application.  AaetflyasMay 
a^tfa.  1791, 1  WBOle  a  fetter  to  Mr.  S^rt  (a  copy 
of  which  is  in  poasession  of  the  Honoe)  empowoiv 
i«ghim  to  apply  ihe  poeeedt  of  aU  fblMTO  Loona,  as 
Ihey  should  aecrvo,  m  paymenis  to  Fnaice ;  nxf 
oiSpt  as  to  such  svma  as  therein  wevC)  or  ^erwanU 
akoald  be  pi«yions^  and  specialty  reserred.  This 
actangement  wis  ealcnlatod  to  obnate  dte  inooa«> 
voMcnoe  of  kayiiijg  the  proceeds  of  t^  Liosais^  for 
ioyooMiderable  time,  unemployed.  At  the  period 
of  mdtiag  it,  aad  not  sooner,  the  public  pKMpeois 
appeared  to  me  sufieientfy  unfoliUd,  to  render  a 
gCBcral  and  parmaatftt  disposition  mo  fk<om  faa- 
jmrd*  ThismctmctioMiWRededindaeseaatiiall 
Ihc  Loans  subsequent  to  that  of  Maceh,  1701. 

Whateyer  deliiiy,  ^raefoie,  may  Innra  antendied 
aaceeedingftiiyartitttntsfor  payingthe  fffisncii  Debt, 
u  not  altributirtde  to  this  DeMHttieat.  And  I 
Ifcink  it  wiUnot  appesr,  tlmt  anylias  been  incurred 
in  rcopeet  to  the  sums^  whijph  wesedcstinodfor  the 
poMic  service  hore»  In  judting  of  this  point  it 
will  be  propOT: to  obserye,  that  aktilude  of  sLr 
months,  for  tnoking  their  paymenls,  hai  been  rcf- 
seryed  to  the  money-lendeia,  ^ough  with  liberty 
to-make  them  earli^.  it  was,  howenrei^  nedeasary 
for  the  Treasury  to  regidale  its  bitts  according  to 
the  possible  delay,  leM  timr  shoidd  not  meet  ado* 
^uate  funds.  The  general  po^  aiiopied  was  to 
let  them  fall  upon  the  sear  of  each  Loan;  this  giidng 
a  freer  course  for  early  |iaymeots  to  Fravce,  find 
best  ceneilbiting  a  eertmnty  of  funds  for  ans#er* 
inff  the  bills,  with  as  httle  douUe  interest  as  poo- 
It  will  appear,  thlit  notwithstanding  theanraage- 
ment  which  was  node,  a  eonsiderabre  time  iiiter-» 
yened  between  the  two  last  payments  to  France, 
while  there  were  fonds  in  hand  waiting  for  em* 
ployment  It  may  be  expected,  that  the  causes  of 
diis  procrastination,  tiiough  as  I  haye  said  not  im- 
putable to  this  Department,  should  be  unfdlded  to 
the  House.  Particular  circumstances,  howeyer, 
induce  m«  to  cimfoM  myself  to  stating  generaUy, 


that  ^le  delay  paeoeeded,  in  the  fowl  place,  horn 
expectation  given  to  Mr.  SHiort  and  tept  up  from 
time  to  time  by  the  French  Innister  of  Marine, 
that  a  plan  would  be  adopted,  to  whidi  a  deovea 
of  the  National  Assembly  was  requisite,  for  e€»- 
yerting^a  lanre  eum  into  sup]^lies  for  8t*  Domingo, 
whieh  Mr.  moil  eonelnded  justly  most  eomeoitt 
of  the  Foteijgn  Ftmd,  and  conserantly^aspended 
ilB  apptteaiikMi  in  Barope.  In  the  second  plaoe^ 
from  a  desire  to  setlki,  pretiowly  to  fbither  pi^- 
ment&  adeinitiye  rule,  by  which  ^emoneys  paid, 
sho«ld  be  liquidated  and  erected  to  the  IWtoi 
Sttitee. 

Both  the  otwand  thoother  aniearsto  haivabeen 
maerastino(tcd  firom  netiodtop«riod,faf  the  disor- 
dered state  of  Ftencn  alfoirs,  and  to  hayo  finally 
issued  oontiary  to  espe€tatioi&.  it  wonid  be  an 
«nuocos«iry  tOBmitmcnt  of  my  opinion  to  doelan^ 
how  for  die  delay  appears  tome  to  haye  been  jnsti- 
ied  by  the  oan^es.  But,  being  led  by  the  oecosiott 
to  ti^e  noiiee  of  it^  I  thiirit  it  iuiprepcr  to  send  it 
abroad^  liable,  perhaps,  to  misconstruction,  nidieaR 
obeemng  that  the  mdoeemeiits  appear  to  mo^  to 
haye  been  woighityf  that  the  dewo  i— tally 
grew  out  of  the  oiioameianinii,  and-mftt  i  am,  e^^* 
tnaly  persuaded  of  iho  goodnoes  of  tbo  motiyci 
K^di  goycMod.  The  ooracjpcudMMsa  bafoaa  the 
Senate  coutninis  thepaiticularacf  the  fttmagtinn. 

Hayipg  pointed  oa^  the  instuicea  of  matPiMil 
dehiy  whidi  happeiied^  and  the  caasea  of  them,  it 
RttanM  to  state  what  eircamaianoos  there  aro  to 
eounterbahmoe  the  loss  on  that  aoeoost. 

These  ciMmnstaMcos  are  of  ttro  kttds. 

1.  Qahi^emsfaaigemthos^of  ^bittB4ni«M 
by  the  Treanuj andupontfaohigheriateof  mter^ 
est  on  tko  credits  whiek  wiveaiyett  foe  those  bills, 
titan  wm  payable  cm  the  frmn  upen  which  thoy 
were  drawn. 

9l  Gain  by  eaehaqge  mi  dm  payments  to  PraaoaL 

Aeootding  to  n^  oalaolatieB)  founded  ea  the 
bast  infonnadon  ezamt^  Ae  real  par  of  the  metaia 
betwami  the  Uadted  Statesrand  Anmiiiifeiii.nMlrei 
a  eurrcait  gnilder  eqfual  to  SMd^lOO  ninetieths  of 
adoBar.  The  lowaatriEla  which  haabMtobtnnod 
for  die  bills  has  been  36  Ml  ninededia,  with  ma 
allowance  of  sixty  days  credit  widiont  intaaost. 
Bfalduff  a.  deduction  for  the  intamt  tliobillBi^ere 
still  som  aboye  the  tnm  par.  In  seane  inatattces 
tliey  Inure  been  sold  aa  ftigh  as  fortycenta  aad 
scrrsn  nuttt  per  Sfuiliier)  with  i&terest  foe  the  wMa 
term  of  die  credit  giyan< 

T^rate^  of  interest  foir  the  oraditsalfewrwlnpon 
the  bdls  was  aix  per  cent,  the  mean  infereat  paid 
upon  the  fond  five  per  oentprodtidng  coBMefaanl- 
ly  a  nain  of  one  per  oent 

With  regard  to  the  payments  to  Franoe,  H  tlia 
cwrrent  rate  of  exehange  between  Paris  and  Ana* 
sterdam  at  the  moment  of  each  remittane  or  pay- 
ment were  to  goyem,  a  huege  profit  would  reialt 
to  the  United  States.  But  certain  eqnitaUe  eo»* 
sider^icnr  wiU  produce  deductiens,  whieh  wll 
gready  lessen  this  advantage ;  yet,  making  a  libetnl 
allowance  for  thmn,  thwe  is  ground  to  calculate 
that  a  saying  may  be  made  in  this  pardcidar,  nKWo 
than  sufficient  to  indemnify  for  the  lossof  inteaeat. 
Hceoe,  any  poaitivB  adyontage  which  will  Imye 
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niBhed  by  tlmt  cit«iims«aiiee. 

i  ftrocaed,  in  the  next  plaee.  to  state  tlie  riews 
ipMeh  pfmiled  re^wetmi^  tae  sam^  tkat  hsve 
iMPtn  froia  time  to  time  drawn  Amt  ;  the  purposes 
tiie^r  kave  kitherto  answered,  and  thfe  fhrther  ad* 
Tantages  to  be  expected  from  the  measoie. 

The  direet  objeot  of  all  the  snms  dimwn  for  prior 
to  Jnlf  5 1792,  was  the  purchase  ef  the  Debt.  A 
eellacevai  eonsMen^en,  whiDh  operated  in  the  first 
stages  of  drawing,  has  also  been  menlioiied.  It 
has  likewise  Wen  stated,  that  the  early  purchases 
of  the  Del>t  aM  le  be  ascribed  to  the  uoBtrument- 
alicf  <ii  t^e  Aind  dorired  f^om  the  Loans.  Thb 
idea  shall  now  be  explained^ 

Two  mistake*  appear  to  hare  influenced  the 
impreseiens  iHiich  haTe  been  entertained  in  rela- 
tien,  dkeetiy  wt  inditeetlT,  to  this  subject. 

1st.  k  seems  to  have  been  all  along  forgotten, 
that  a  coBsiderable  p«rt  of  the  duties  is  always 
ontstaiidiag^  on  account  of  tike  credits  which  are 
gmn;  wtowe  the  assertion,  that  the  Sinking 
vuad  has  centiBually  orctiowed  ftwst  domestic 


Jd«  It  senns  to  have  been  taken  for  granted  that 
the  j^ioeeeds  of  the  Loans  have  remained  apart, 
dtstmei  irem  the  mass  of  Ami  money  in  the  Trea- 
sury ;  while  in  trath  the  come  of  the  business 
has  bee«  to  lurn  ^&em  over  to  the  Treasurer  by 
waMPants  as  they  have  been  received,  so  as  to  fwm 
tk^ptatof  the  aagvesate,  from  time  to  tkne  appear- 
ing in  his  hand  ann  in  his  aceeoiitk  The  Banks 
have  been  the  agents  employed  for  seUntg  the  bills, 
sometimes  warmnts  on  account  have  issued  upon 
them,  iirom  die  sums  aecndng  from  the  sales,  at 
other  times  the  frairauts  have  been  deferred  till 
the  whc^  proeeeds  of  any  jMnreel  have  been  re- 
imived,  and  liie  aceomts  of  the  Bank  settled  at 
the  Treasury,  as  the  state  of  the  Treasury  has 
happened  to  rend^  the  one  or  die  other  mesteon^ 
vemeat« 

The  Banks  of  North  America  and  New  Toik 
were  the  agents  for  Aie  sale  of  all  the  bills,  which 
wem  sold  prior  to  AnriL  17§9,  amounting  to 
tl,006^  S6.  Of  ddS  sum  $961,991  84  were 
passed  over  to  the  Treasurer  in  1791 ;  f387,l96  28 
m  Mareh,  179SI,  atid  $140,000  in  June  following; 
die  residue  haviflw  remained  as  heretofore  statM, 
m  deposite  with  the  Bank  of  North  America,  upon 
a  special  considemtion.  This  is  exdm&ve  cf  cer- 
tain bills  fomished  for  the  use  of  the  Department 
of  8mte,  amouMM  to  $78,766  67. 

The  remainder  of  the  bilb  which  have  been  sold, 
beginning  in  April,  179B,  were  sold  by  the  Bank 
of  the  United  Sitetes  and  its  branches  at  New  York 
and  Biltimore.  The  accooms  €fi  the  sales  had  just 
been  made  ont  for  settlement,  when  the  present 
inquiry  began,  but  warrants  had  not  yet  issued  for 
plaotnr  the  proeeeds  in  the  Treasury.  It  will  be 
remarked  thAt,  from  the  terms  of  credit  allowed, 
they  oaly  began  to  be  receivaUe  in  October  last ; 
the  26th  day  of  which  month  the  first  return  made 
by  the  Bank  shows  a  sum  of  $127^325  53  received: 
and  that  the  collection  had  not  been  completed 
trhen  the  accounts  of  the  sales  were  rendered. 

Theve  are  different  views  of  the  subject,  which 


will  enable  die  House  to  perceive  that  the  posses- 
sion of  the  fund  in  question  was  necessary  to  en- 
able the  Treasury  to  fomtsh  the  means  of  makn^ 
aH  the  purchases  which  vrere  made  prior  to  July, 
1792. 

h  is  true,  that  there  was  a  su)rplus  of  revenue  to 
the  end  of  the  year  1790,  equal  to  $1,374,696  40, 
which  was  appropriated  to  purchases  of  the  Debt; 
and  'fttmi  the  credits  then  given  u]^n  the  duties, 
this  surplus  would  naturally  come  into  the  Trea- 
surv  in  the  course  of  the  year  1791. 

But  the  Legblature,  foreseeing  that  the  revenue 
of  1791,  from  the  same  cause,  could  not  actually 
be  in  the  Treasury,  within  that  year,  to  foce  the 
appropriation  upon  it,  (which  if  is  to  be  observed 
were  nearly  commensurate  with  the  fond,)  insert- 
ed a  clause  in  the  law.  appropriating  the  sur^us 
of  1790,  to  the  purchase  or  die  Debt,  wliich  autnor- 
ized  a  reservation  of  so  much  of  that  surplus  as 
m\^  be  necessarv  to  make  the  payments  of  in- 
terest during  1791.  in  case  of  a  deficiency  in  the 
receipts  into  the  Ireasury,  on  account  of  the  cur- 
rent revenue  of  the  year. 

It  will  appear  to  the  Housei  upon  a  recurrence 
to  the  Treasuret's  quarterly  account  ending  the 
30th  of  September,  1791,  that  the  balance  of  cash 
then  on  hand  was  $662,233  99. 

At  that  time  diere  had  been  paid  into  the  Trea- 
sury, upon  warrants,  from  the  proceeds  of  the  bills 
drawn  upon  die  Foreign  Fund  $361,391  84.  €on- 
sequendjT;  die  balance  of  rash,  had  it  not  been  for 
that  auxiliary,  would  have  been  only  $300,8^  65, 
considering  the  whole  balance  in  the  Treasury 
as  represendi^  an  equal  sum  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
bills. 

Bven  in  a  dme  of  complete  peace,  in  a  countrv 
where  a  small  extent  of  moneyed  capital  forbid 
a  rdianceupon  large  pecuniary  aids  to  be  sudden- 
ly obtained^  t  prudent  administrator  of  the  finances 
could  not  feel  entirely  at  ease,  with  a  less  sum  at 
all  times  in  the  certain  command  of  the  Treasury, 
than  $500,000^  for  meetin|^  current  demands  and 
extra  exigencies,  which,  m  the  aflkirs  of  a  nadon, 
are  every  moment  to  be  expected.  But  with  a 
war  actually  on  hand,  and  a  possibility  of  its  ex- 
tension to  a  more  serious  length,  he  wotdd  be  in- 
excusable, in  leaving  himseff  widi  a  less  sum  at 
command;  unless  fVom  an  impracticability  of  do- 
ing otherwise.  It  would  be  alwavs  his  duty  to 
combine  two  consideradons— the  cnance  of  extm 
calls  for  money,  and  a  possibility  of  some  fkilure 
in  the  receijyts  which  were  expected.  Derange- 
ments of  various  kinds  may  happen  in  the  com- 
mercial circle,  capable  of  interrupdng  for  a  time 
the  punctual  course  of  payments  to  the  Treasury. 
It  is  necessary  to  a  cermn  extent  to  be  prepared 
for  such  casualdes. 

But  during  the  year  1791,  there  was  a  circum- 
stance which  operated  as  an  additional  reason  for 
keeping  a  respectable  sum  always  on  hand.  The 
Loans  of  the  Domestic  Debt  were  going  on  dll  the 
last  of  September  of  that  year,  wmle  at  the  same 
time,  the  mterest  was  in  a  course  of  payment.  It 
was,  therefore,  always  uncertain  what  sum  would 
he  payable  at  the  end  of  a  quarter ;  this  depending 
<m  the  eagerness  or  backwardness  of  the  puWc 
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creditors  in  bringing  forwmrd  their  rabferiptions, 
or  their  claims  a»  non-subscribers.  The  omissions, 
at  the  end  of  a  preceding  quarter,  mi^ht  be  expect- 
ed to  fall  on  a  subseouent  one,  and  it  was  neces- 
sary to  be  prepared  tor  that  possibility ;  of  course 
to  Keep  in  hand  a  larger  sum  for  contingent  de- 
mands. This  necessity  extended  to  the  termination 
of  the  period  for  receiving  subscriptions,  because 
the  Treasury  was  to  be  prepared  on  tne  supposition 
that  the  whole  of  the  Domestic  Debt  would  then  be 
in  a  state  to  receiye  interest  either,  as  subscribed  or 
nnsubscribed.  But  this  did  not  in  fact  happen. 
A  part  of  the  sums  which  were  presented  were 
crowded  into  the  last  days  of  the  quarter,  and  were 
too  late  for  a  dividend.  A  considerable  sum  re- 
mained ultimately  in  a  form  which,  according  to 
the  terms  of  the  provision,  did  not  entitle  it  to  in- 
terest, either  as  subscribed  or  as  unsubscribed 
Debt. 

Hence  the  cash  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of 
October,  1791,  was  by  a  consideralue  sum  greater 
than  was  to  have  been  counted  upon  or  than  might 
have  happened. 

The  conclusion  which  results  from  the  forego- 
ing observations  is  this,  that  the  purchases  which 
preceded  the  Ist  of  October,  1791,  and  which 
amounted  to  $699,984  23  in  specie,  could  not  have 
been  hazarded,  but  for  the  aid  of  me  sums  which 
had  actually  accrued  from  the  proceeds  of  the  bills 
and  the  expectation  of  those  which  were  to  accrue 
from  the  yet  uncollected  proceeds  of  others. 

Had  it  not  been  for  this  aid,  the  Treasury  would 
have  been  left  more  bare  than  was  consistent  with 
the  security  of  public  credit  and  the  certain  exe- 
cution of  tne  puolic  service. 

There  is,  however,  a  later  period  in  the  state  of 
the  Treasury,  which  will  more  completely  illus- 
trate the  idea  intended  to  be  established.  This  is 
the2dof  July,  1792. 

On  that  day,  the  balance  of  cash  in  the  Treasury, 
comprehending  the  deposites  in  all  the  Banks,  and 
including  a  sum  of  $^,000,  received  on  Loan  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  together  with  a 
sum  of  $220,900  in  bills  drawn  upon  Domestic 
Funds,  the  proceeds  of  which  haa  not  been  re- 
ceived, was  $623,133  61. 

prior  to  this  period  a  further  sum  of  $545,902  89 
arisinff  from  the  sales  of  Foreign  bills  had  been 
placed  in  the  Treasury,  by  warrants,  making  with 
the  former  sums  placea  there  from  the  same  source, 
$907,294  23. 

Had  it  not  been  for  this  auxiliary,  and  that  of 
the  Loan  from  the  Bank,  the  Treasury  would  then 
have  been  in  arrear  $484,160  62.  It,  therefore, 
necessarily  follows,  that  for  the  purchases  to  that 
period,  which  amounted  in  specie  to  $942,672  54, 
at  least  $484,160  62  must  have  come  from  the  Fo- 
reign Fund. 

But  when  it  is  considered,  for  the  reasons  which 
have  been  stated,  and  which  will  hereafter  be  for- 
tified by  others,  tending,  as  I  conceive,  to  give 
them  conclusive  force,  that  the  sum  in  the  Trea- 
xury  at  the  period  in  question  was  barely  what 
ought  to  have  been  there  for  safety,  and  for  a  due 
supply  of  current  demands  \  it  will  follow  that  the 
whole  or  nearly  the  whole  of  the  purchases  which 


were  made  prerioos  to  July,  1792,  were  made  bv 
the  means  or  instrumentality  of  the  Foreign  Fund. 

A  similar  view,  extended  to  the  sobeeqiient 
<}uarter,  will  exhibit  this  point  in  a  still  clearer 
light.  The  balance  then  in  the  Treasury,  includ- 
ing a  further  Loan  from  the  Bank  of  $100,000,  was 
o^y  $420,914  51. 

What,  then,  it  may  be  asked,  became  of  the  sur- 
plus of  reyenue  to  the  end  of  1790?  What  was 
the  oflice  performed  by  that  fund  during  the  peri- 
od in  question? 

The  answer  is,  that  it  served  exactly  the  par- 
pose  which  was  anticipated  by  the  Legtsktnre.  It 
<;ame  in  aid  of  the  current  receipts  for  satining 
the  current  expenditures  of  1791,  with  particular 
reference  to  the  interest  of  the  Debt.  This  will 
easily  be  comprehended  when  it  is  reeoUected  that 
the  appropriations  made  during  1791,  upon  the  re- 
venues of^that  year^  and  some  small  surplusses  of 
antecedent  appropriations,  amounted  to  tnree  mil- 
lion six  hundred  and  thirty-eeven  thousand  and 
fifty-eight  dollars  and  thirty-four  cents;  that  the 
revenues  themselves  amounted  to  no  more  than 
$3,553,195  18 ;  and  that  at  the  end  of  1791,  there 
were  outstanding  in  bonds  for  the  duties  on  iin- 

Sorts,  besides  the  chief  part  of  the  |Htx:eedt  of  the 
uties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States, 
then  also  uncollected,  $1,828,269  2a 

On  this  point  likewise,  of  the  surplus  of  re- 
venue to  the  end  of  1790,  it  is  presumable  a  mis- 
apprehension has  been  entertained.  It  seeou  to 
have  been  supposed,  that  that  surplus,  as  well  as 
the  proceeds  of^the  Foreign  Fund,  naye  been  kept 
separate  and  distinct  from  the  common  mass  of  the 
moneys  appearing  from  time  to  time  to  be  in  the 
Treasury.  It  has  been  already  observed^  that  tins 
was  not  the  case  with  regard  to  the  Foreign  Fund. 
It  is  now  proper  to  add,  that  it  has  not  been  the 
case,  either,  with  regard  to  the  surplus  in  qoestion. 
That  surplus,  as  received  by  the  Collectors  of  the 
Customs,  has  regularly  passed  into  the  Treasury, 
and  aroears  in  the  quarterly  accounts  of  the  Trea- 
surer for  the  periods  to  wluch  they  relate. 

It  as  the  course  of  the  Treasury,  resulting  from 
the  constitution  of  the  De^tment,  for  all  moneys 
from  whatever  source  to  be  broiuEhi  into  it^  lo 
constitute  an  aggregate,  subject  to  me  dispositions 
prescribed  by  law.  The  moneys  to  be  employed 
m  the  Sinking  Fund  haye  consequently  only  beea 
separated,  as  mey  have  been  called  for.  for  actual 
investment.  The  only  exception  to  tnis,  relates 
to  that  part  of  the  Smking  Fund  which  is  created 
by  the  mterest  of  the  Debt  purchased.  This  has 
been  included  in  the  quarterly  dividends,  and  co- 
vered by  the  warrants,  in  favor  of  the  cashiers  of 
the  Banks  for  paving  those  dividends,  after  whiekf 
thev  have  passed  into  a  distinct  aocouaL  in  tke 
books  of  the  Bank  opened  with  Samuel  Meredith, 
m  affent  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund. 

To  the  foregoing  representation,  it  may  seesa 
an  objection  tluit  the  purchases  to  the  end  m  1 791, 
appear  to  have  been  carried  to  the  account  of  tke 
surplus  at  the  end  of  1790. 

The  ultimate  form  which  it  has  been  jtidged 
convenient  to  give  to  the  transaction  in  theaoocMUits 
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of  the  Treasury,  cannot  change  what  was  truly 
the  course  of  facts.  The  proceeds  of  the  abore 
mentioned  surplus  and  of  the  Foreu:n  Lioans  form- 
ed together  the  fund  for  purchases.  In  the  accounts 
of  the  Treasury,  the  thing  was  susceptible  of  rari- 
Otts  modifications  at  pleasure.^  The  two  parts  of 
the  fund  might  have  oeen  united  in  one  account, 
or  divided  into  distinct  accounts.  Being  separated, 
moneys  issued  for  purchases  might  hare  been 
legally  carried  to  eitner  of  them. 

It  was  judged  most  adrisable,  in  the  forms  of 
the  Treasury,  to  place  the  purchases  to  the  end  of 
1791,  to  the  account  of  the  Domestic  Fund,  be- 
cause it  was  calculated  to  ^nye  greater  latitude 
and  energy  to  the  Sinking  Fund.  Had  not  this 
course  been  pursued,  the  business  would  have  taken 
the  following  shape:  the  Foreign  Fund  to  the 
extent  of  the  purchases,  would  have  been  exhaust- 
ed— the  whole,  or  the  greater  part  of  the  surplus 
of  1790,  would  have  continued  wrapt  up  in  the 
expenditure  of  1791,  not  liable  to  be  uberated,  till 
the  receipts  into  the  Treasury  should  yield  a  cor- 
respondent surplus  beyond  the  actual  disburse- 
ments— ^which  could  not  have  been  the  case,  while 
the  war  with  the  Indians  continues  to  call  for  ex- 
traordinary expenditures. 

From  the  form  into  which  the  thing  has  been 
thrown,  the  Foreign  Fund  has  been  set  free  to  be 
applied  to  f\irther  purchases ;  and  a  necessity  pro- 
duced of  anticipatmg  the  outstanding  duties,  by 
temporary  Loans  for  the  current  service. 

I  trust  there  can  be  no  doubt,  that  the  course 
pursued  was  regular,  and  within  the  discretion  of 
the  Department.  I  hope,  also,  that  it  will  appear 
to  the  House  to  have  been  the  most  eligible.  The 
-expediency  of  ffiyinj^'the  earliest  and  greatest  pos- 
sible extent  and  activity  to  whateyer  concerns  the 
Sinking  Fund,  will,  it  is  presumed,  unite  all  opin- 
ions. 

What  has  been  said  hitherto  respecting  the  em- 
ployment of  the  Foreign  Fund  is  applicable  only 
to  that  part  of  it  which  was  drawn  for  prior  to 
April^  1792;  the  residue  standing  in  a  difierent 
situation,  and  requiring  a  separate  examination. 
•  From  the  statemenf  which  has  been  ^iven,  it 
may  be  perceiyed  that  the  fnnd  in  question  has 
neither  been  idle  nor  usdess.  A  coimrmation  of 
this  will  be  found  in  the  following  details. 

The  whole  sum  successiyely  received  oh  ac- 
count of  Amsterdam  bills,  up  to  the  17th  of  Au- 
gust, 1791,  was  $361,391  34.  The  amount  of  the 
moneys  inyested  in  purchases,  prior  to  that  day, 
was  $390,000,  chiefly  by  anticipation  of  those  re- 
ceipts. 

The  whole  sum  successively  received  on  ac- 
count of  Amsterdam  bills,  from  August  17,  1791, 
to  March  1, 1792,  was  $406,722  69.  The  amount 
of  the  moneys  invested  in  purchases  between  those 
periods,  was  $349,984  23;  chiefly  in  the  month 
of  September,  and  by  anticipation  of  those  re- 
ceipts. 

The  whole  sum  successively  received  on  ac- 
count of  Amsterdam  bills,  subsequent  to  the  1st 
of  March,  and  prior  to  July,  1792,  was  $235,412 
38.  The  amount  of  the  moneys  invested  in  pur- 
chases between  thoee  periods,  was  $242,688  31. 


It  was  stated  in  mv  first  letter,  that  $177,998  80, 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  Foreign  bills  were  left  in 
deposite  with  the'Bank  of  North  America ;  and  in 
a  note  upon  statement  B,  accompanying  that  let- 
ter, the  occasion  of  it  was  shown  to  be  an  advance 
without  interest,  made  by  that  Bank,  for  the  use 
of  the  Department  of  War ;  which  could  not  ]ret 
be  covered,  in  consequence  of  a  doubt  still  remain- 
ing whether  the  fund  appropriated  for  satisfying 
that  object  was  adequate  to  it ;  the  sufficiency^ 
that  fund  depending  in  part  on  certain  unexpend^ 
ed  residues  of  antecedent  appropriations,  which  it 
was  expected  would  not  be  finally  necessary  for 
satisfying  the  purposes  of  those  appropriations. 

It  b  to  be  remarked,  that  the  delay  of  the  em- 
ployment of  this  part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Fo- 
reign Fund,  has  been  compensated  bv  a  saving  of 
interest  on  the  sum  advanced  by  the  Bank,  which 
otherwise  must  have  been  procured  upon  a  Loan, 
with  an*  allowance  of  interest,  probably,  at  the 
time  of  the  advance,  at  a  rate  of  six  per  cent. ;  so 
that  even  in  this  particular,  the  fund,  though  tem- 
porarily suspended  from  its  destination,  has  not 
Deen  iole  or  unproductive.  I  reserve  for  another 
place  some  additional  observations  and  statements, 
which  will  be  calculated  to  show  that  opportu- 
nities of  investing  the  moneys  at  any  time  on 
hand,  applicable  to  purchases  of  the  Debt,  were 
not  sufiered  to  pass  unimproved ;  and  that  as  much 
in  this  respect  was  done,  as  the  state  of  the  Trea- 
sury and  tne  state  of  the  market  would  permit. 

It  has  been  said,  that  a  distinct  examination 
would  be  proper  with  regard  to  the  bills  which 
have  been  drawn  upon  the  Foreign  Fund,  subse- 
quent to  March,  179^.  I  proceed  now  to  this  ex- 
amination. 

The  expediency  of  what  has  been  in  this  re- 
spect done,  seems  to  have  been  called  in  question, 
under  a  suggestion  that  an  application  of  the  funa 
to  purchases  had  ceased  to  be  advantageous. 

The  drawing  of  these  bills  has  been,  at  different 
periods,  influenced  by  various  considerations.  A 
leading  motive  was  always  the  purchase  of  the 
Debt ;  and  a  correct  view  of  the  subject  will,  I 
doubt  not,  satisfy  the  House,  that  the  measure  was 
recommended  by  an  adequate  prospect  of  advan- 
tage. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  all  these  drafts  were 
predicated  upon  the  two  four  per  cent.  Loans ;  be- 
ing, as  already  stated,  real  four-and-a-half  per  cent. 
Loans. 

There  was  good  ground  to  presume  that  oppor- 
tunities would  be  found  of  investing  the  moneys 
drawn  for  in  purchases  which  would  yield  at  least 
five  per  cent^with  a  possibility  of  doing  still  bet- 
ter. The  difference  of  half  per  cent,  was  alone  an 
object  of  importance;  but  it  would  be  coupled 
with  the  further  benefit  of  reducing  a  principal 
sum  materially  exceeding  the  sum  invested.  When 
the  three  per  cents,  are  purchased  at  twelve  shil- 
lings in  the  pound^  there  is  not  only  a  redemption 
of  an  annuity  of  five  per  cent,  but  a  sinking  of  a 
capital  of  twenty  shiUings  for  twelve.  And  though 
this  might  not  oe  material  if  the  market  rate  of 
interest  should  never  fall  below  five,  because  in 
that  case  the  three  per  cents,  might  always  be 


12d6 


APPENDIX. 


Loans, 


porchased  at  the  same  rate;  yet  if  it  should  at 
any  time  happen  that  interest  fell  below  five,  it 
would  be  a  gam  to  the  Government  to  have  pur- 
chased at  five,  in  exact  proportion  to  the  difierence 
between  five  and  the  then  market  rate.  Add  to 
this,  that  the  three  per  cents,  have  generally  a  value 
in  tne  market  more  than  proportioned  to  the  in- 
come the^r  produce,  which  arises  from  the  capacity 
of  the  capital  to  appreciate  even  to  par. 

These  observations  are,  also,  for  the  most  part, 
applicable  to  the  deferred,  witn  this  circumstance 
in  addition,  that  when  interest  begins  to  be  pay- 
able on  that  species  of  stock,  the  money  invested, 
and  which  in  the  mean  time  would  have  produced 
five,  would  then  begin  to  produce  to  the  Govern- 
ment six  per  cent.,  with  the  advantage  of  having 
anticipated  the  reoemption  of  a  species  of  stock  S 
ri|^t  only  {praduaUy  redeemable.  Combining  these 
considerations,  it  appears  to  be  clearly  and  even 
eminently  for  the  mterest  of  the  Government  to 
purchase  within  the  limits  suggested,  with  a  fund 
which  does  not  cost  more  thanTour-and->arhalf  per 
cent 

That  this  was  the  view  <^  the  subject  which 
governed,  is  deducible,  not  only  from  the  circum- 
stances ot  the  fact,  but  from  my  letter  of  the  2d 
of  April,  17d2,  to  Mr.  Short,  announcing  my  in- 
tention to  draw,  in  which  I  assign,  as  the  ground 
of  that  intention,  "  that  I  considered  it  for  the  inte- 
rest of  the  United  States  to  prosecute  purchases  of 
the  Public  Debt,  with  moneys  borrowed  on  the 
terms  of  the  last  Loan;"  meaning  the  Loan  of  the 
1st  of  January,  1792,  at  four  per  cent. 

If  the  event  be  taken  as  a  criterion,  the  antici- 
pation will  be  more  than  justified;  the  present 
juncture  ofiering  an  opportunity  for  purchases 
peculiarly  advanta^ous. 

But,  without  insisting  on  a  state  of  things  occa- 
sioned by  extraordinary  circumstances,  it  was 
morally  certain  that  the  common  course  of  events 
would  render  the  operation  a  beneficial  one. 
And  it  would  not  argue  peculiar  foresight  if  a 
calculation  was  even  made  on  the  efiect  which  the 
situation  and  probable  progress  of  afiairs  in  Eu- 
rope might  produce  upon  our  market  A  pretty 
general  war  there,  by  extending  the  demand  for 
money^,  would  naturally  divert  from  our  stocks 
a  portion  of  what  might  otherwise  be  employed 
upon  them,  and  afiect  injuriously  their  prices.  It 
is  also  a  familiar  fact,  that  during  the  winter,  in 
this  country,  there  is  always  a  scarcity  of  money 
in  the  towns ;  a  circumstance  calculated  to  damp 
the  prices  of  stock. 

A  consideration  which  collaterally  influenced 
the  drawing  of  the  latter  bills,  was  the  situation  of 
the  French  Colony  of  St  Domingo. 

This  not  only  produced  an  early  application  for 
a  considerable  advance,  which  was  promised,  but 
it  was  to  be  foreseen  that  still  further  aids  would 
be  indispensable. 

Indeed,  sundry  letters  from  Mr.  Short— the  first 
dated  at  Paris,  the  28th  of  December,  1791— an- 
nounced the  daily  probability  of  an  arrangement, 
requiring  an  advance  here  or  $800,000,  for  the  use 
of  that  Colony.  A  sum  of  four  millions  of  livres 
luts  in  fact  been  successively  stipulated  for  that 


object,  the  greatest  part  of  which  has  been  actu- 
ally furnished. 

It  is  known  that  these  supplies  could  proeeed 
from  no  other  source  than  the  Foreign  Fund. 

The  pavment  to  the  foreign  officers  of  near  two 
hundred  thousand  doUars,  by  which  an  interest  of 
six  per  cent,  wottld  be  rel^ised,  was  another  ob- 
ject for  which  provision  was  to  be  made  oat  of 
the  same  fund. 

These  several  purposes  conspired,  with  the  c^ 
j^t  of  purchasing  the  Debt,  to  induce  the  kticude 
of  drawing  which  took  place. 

But  there  was  atill  a  further  inducement,  wlucli 
came  in  aid  of  the  others.  The  time  lor  leiaft- 
bursing  the  first  instalment  <3i  the  two  millions  ^ 
doUars  due  to  the  Bank,  was  approaching,  when, 
by  positive  stipulation,  die  GKyvemment  woida 
have  to  pay  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  for 
which  there  was  no  Domestic  Fund  that  could  be 
spared  from  the  current  exigencies.  I  thoi^t  it 
incumbent  upon  this  Department  to  have  an  ewe 
to  placing  within  the  reach  <^  the  Legiaktme  the 
means  ofnilfilling  this  engagement ;  tke  obiect  of 
which  bore  a  strict  analogy  to  that  for  which  the 
two  millions,  authorized  by  the  ac(  making  pro- 
vision for  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt,  ware 
to  be  borrowed. 

I  did  not  even  scruple  to  take  into  the  calciiiA- 
tion,  that  if,  from  the  extent  of  the  drafts  upon  the 
Foreign  Fund,  there  should  happen  to  be  foiii»d 
on  hand  a  larger  sum  than  was  necessary  for,  or 
could  be  advantageously  employed  towards^  the 
several  purposes  which  w«re  th«  immediate  aad 
direct  objects  of  the  operation,  the  surplus  would 
facilitate  to  the  Government  a  measure  manifrsdy 
and  unequivocally  beneficial— «n  additional  pay- 
ment to  the  Bank,  on  account  of  a  Dd>t,  upon 
which  an  annual  interest  of  six  per  cent  was  nay- 
able  ;  a  measure  by  which  a  certain  saving  of  one 
per  cent,  to  the  extent  of  the  payment  that  might 
be  made  would  be  accomplished. 

The  possibility  of  this  application  9i  the  fond, 
afibrded  a  perfect  assurance  that  the  pvblic  ii^#- 
rest  could  m  no  event  fail  to  be  promoted. 

I  felt  myself  more  at  libertr  to  do  it,  because  it 
did  not  interfere  with  a  complete  fulfilment  of  thie 
public  engagements  in  regard  to  the  Foreign 
Debt.  It  could  be  done  consistentlv  with  a  rail 
reimbursementof  all  arrears  and  instalm«nt8  which 
had  accrued  on  account  of  that  Debt 

The  detail  which  has  been  given  comprehends 
a  full  exposition  of  the  views  and  moti¥6s  that 
have  regulated  the  conduct  of  this  Departnent  in 
relation  to  those  parts  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Fo^ 
rei^  Loans  which  have  been  transferred  to  the 
United  States,  except  as  to  the  last  sum  of  one 
million  two  hundred  and  thirty-seven  thousand 
^Y^  hundred  florins,  directed  to  be  drawn  for  on 
the  30th  of  November  last ;  in  regard  to  which, 
circumstances  of  a  special  nature  cooferated,  as 
is  explained  in  a  note  upon  the  copy  of  my  letter  of 
the  26th  of  that  month,  to  Mr.  Short,  formmgn  part 
of  the  communicati<m  herewith  made  by  onto  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  House  will  perceive  that  the  variety  of 
*  matter  comprised  in  this  letter,  has  not  beea  9iAr 
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lected  and  digested  into  its  picsem  Ibnn  witlkout 
muek  labor,  and  unayoidable  expense  of  time. 
i  trust  thejr  wUi  be  sensible  that  no  delav  has  been 
unnecessarily  incurred.  It  is  certain  that  I  hare 
made  every  exertion  in  mj^  ppw^r,  i^t  the  hazard 
of  iny  health,  to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of 
the  Hou§e  ^s  early  as  possible  \  and  it  has  eren 
be^  done  with  more  expedition  than  was  desira- 
ble to  secure  the  perfect  accuracy  pi  the  commu- 
nication. 

Yet  I  have  still  to  regret  that  some  part  of  the 
subject  must  remain  to  be  presented  in  fi  subse- 
quent letter.  To  lessen,  however,  the  inconve- 
nience of  this  further  delay,  I  shall  transmit,  with 
the  present  letter,  the  statements  required  by  the 
first  and  second  of  the  resolutions  of  the  23d  of 


January,  which  will  be  found  in  the  aohedul^ 
herewith  marked  No.  I  to  V ;  those  required  by 
the  last  of  the  resolutions  having  been  already 
forwarded. 

There  remaiiL  however,  some  particulars  lo- 
pomplete  the  information  contemplated  by  those 
resolutions,  that  must  be  reserved  for  another 
communication.  Thb  I  may  venture  to  assure 
the  House  will  not  be  deferred  beyond  the  pce- 
senL  or  at  least  the  first  dav  of  the  pjianing  ^vveek. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  ^e  honor  to  be, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  numble  servant, 
ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 

Secretary  of  ike  TVeaaury^ 
'  The  Hon.  the  Speaksb, 

y  the  lfcu$e  of  RepreserUaHvea. 


Na  h—A  StcUemerU  of  the  Appropriation  for  reducing  the  Ptiblic  Debt,  constituted  iy  the  act  of 

Congreu^  passed  on  th$  12th  day  of  August,  1790. 

To  the  surplus  of  the  products  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  to  the  httt  day  of  Deeenibei,  1790, 
after  reserving  a  tumeient  torn  from  md  'pvodvelt  to  satisfy  t&  apprOfiiiBtiofts  made  during  the  tet 


and  second  sessions  of  Congress,  as  ascertained  at  the  Treasury  - 

1790. 

Dec.  15.  By  warrant  No.  776^  on  the  Treasurer,  in  his  ^tot^  t*  be  applied  ia  f  uv- 
chases  of  the  Public  Debt  ---.-- 

1791. 
Jan.  38.  By  warrant  No.  856.  do.  da 

Feb.   5.  By       do.  M9,  on  the  Tretturer,  in  favor  ai  B.  Linooitt, 


By 

oept.  90.  i5y 

By 

1792. 
Mar.  31.  By 
June  30.  By 

By 
Dec.  29.  By 


do. 

87#, 

cto. 

do. 

1265, 

do. 

do. 

1266, 

do. 

4o. 

1M6, 

do. 

do. 

1864, 

do. 

do. 

1867, 

do. 

do. 

2328, 

do. 

in  favor  of  Wm.  Helh, 

in  his  fovor, 

in  favor  of  Wm.  Seton, 

in  his  favor, 

in  his  fi^voTi 

in  favor  of  Wm.  Seton, 

in  his  &vor. 


do« 
do. 
do. 
do. 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


Balance,  being  the  difference  between  the  surplus  of  duties  {appropriated  and  the 
sum  drawn  therefrom  -------- 


1,^4,656  40 

i  III  II  <ii'»  mfT 

200,000  00 

^600  00 

50^000  00 
149,984  23 
200,000  00 

28,915  52 

i%^3  90 

151,096  89 

15,098  11 

957;770  te 

406,885  75 


^*a*w 


$1,374,656  40 


Trbasury  Department.  February  13, 1793. 


A.  HAMILTON,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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No.  f  I.— il  Statement  of  the  application  of  thefimds  drawn  on  the  appropriation  of  the  surplus  of 

duties  to  the  end  of  the  year  1790,  for  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt. 

Toiq»propriations  for  reducing  the  Public  Debt^  constituted  by  the  act  of  Coiigress,  passed  on  the 
12th  day  of  August,  1790.  for  the  amount  drawn  from  said  aj^opviation  by  warrants  csx  t^  Trea- 
surer, from  December  15tn,  179Q,  to  December  29tl^  1792,  viz: 

1790.  Dec.  15.  No.    776,  in  favor  of  Samuel  Mereduhi  to  be  applied  in  purchases  of 

the  Public  Debt 

1791.  Jan.  26.  No.    856,  in  iavor  of  Samuel  Meredith, 
Feb.   5.  No.    869,  in  (avor  of  Benjamin  Lixheoln, 

870,  in  fevor  of  Wm.  Heth, 
Sep.  39.  No.  1265,  in  favor  of  8.  Meredith, 
1266,  in  favor  of  Wm.  Seton, 

1792.  Mar.  31.  No.  1605,  in  favor  of  S.  Meredith, 
June  30,  No.  1864,  in  favor  of  S.  Meredith, 

1867,  in  favor  of  Wm.  Seton, 


• 

• 

200,000  00 

ditto 

- 

50,000  00 

ditto 

• 

50,000  00 

ditto 

m 

50,000  00 

ditto 

- 

149,984  23 

ditto 

- 

200,000  00 

diuo 

. 

28,915  52 

ditto 

- 

62,673  90 

ditto 

- 

151,098  89 
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Loan». — StaiemeiU  No.  H,  continued. 


1792.  Dec.  29,  No.  2328,  in  favor  of  S.  Meredith,  to  be  applied  in  purchaaes  of  the 
Public  Debt 

To  this  sum,  invested  in  purchases  by  Benjamin  Lincoln,  being  in  part  of  a  sum 
of  interest  received  by  him  on  stock  purchased      -  -  -  -  - 

By  Samuel  Meredith's  account  of  purchases  to  the  7th  day  of  December,  1790,  as 

reported  to  Congress  by  the  Commissioners  for  reducing  the  Public  Debt,  on  the 

21st  day  of  December,  1790  -.--... 

By  sundry  purchases  reported  by  said  Commissioners  to  Congress,  on  the  7th  day 

of  November  1791  viz  * 
By  Samuel  Meredith,  from  the  7th  Dec.  1790,  to  19th  Sept.  1791     -      248,964  71 
By  William  Seton,  from  the  19th  August,  1791,  io  12th  Sept.  1791  -      200,000  00 
By  WUliam  Heth,  from  the  24th  Feb.  1791,  to  2d  April  1791  -       49,934  09 

By  Benjamin  Lincok,  from  the  22d  Feb.  1791,  to  3d  March,  1791    -        50,005  51 


15,098  11 

957,770  65 

5  51 

$957,776  16 

150,239  34 


and  admitted  to  his  credit 
By  sundry  purekaies  reported  by  said  Commissioners  to  Congress,  on  the  17th  day 

of  November.  1792,  viz : 
By  Samuel  Meredith,  from  the  21st  March  to  25tb  April,  1792        -        91.589  42 
By  William  Seton,  from  2d  to  the  17th  April,  1792  -  -  -      15i;098  89 

By  purchases  by  Samuel  Meredith,  from  the  15th  to  the  22d  December,  1792,  as 
per  account  settled  at  the  Treasury  ...... 

By  balance,  being  monev  remaining  in  the  hands  of  WilHam  Heth,  of  the  sum  ad- 
vanced to  him. for  making  purchases,  and  for  which  he  is  accountable 


548,984  31 

760  28 

4  15 


242,688  31 

15,098  11 

61  76 

$957,776  16 


Treasury  Dipartment,  February  13, 1793. 


A.  HAMILTON,  Secretary  of  the  TVeagwry. 


No.  UL^StcOement  of  the  application  of  the  Fund  constituted  by  the  act  of  Congrem^  passed  on  the 
8t^  of  May  ^  1792,  for  reducing  the  Public  Debt,  arising  from  theintereston  the  sums  of  said  Debt 
purcfuueOy  redeemed,  and  pout  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

1791.  April      1,    To  interest  due  this  day,  on  the  stock  purchased        ...       4^230  63 
July        1,    To        do.  do. 5,013  02 


To  balance       ..... 
October  1.    To  interest  due  this  day  on  the  stock  purchased, 
1792.  January  1.    To    do.  do.   - 


To  balance       -•-..... 

April      1.    To  interest  due  this  day  on^  the  stock  purchased       .  .  - 

To  interest  due  this  day  on  part  of  the  stock  paid  into  the  Treasury 

by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  for  land  on  Lake  Erie,  purchased 

from  the  United  States       ...... 

July       1.    To    do.  do.    on  the  stock  purchased    .... 

To    do.  do.    on  the  stock  paid  as  above,  for  land  on  Lake 

Eric  -  -  .  .     '      . 

To    do.  do.    on  the  stock  paid  into  the  Treasury  on  account 

of  the  commutation  of  Willis  Wilson         .... 


9,243  65 

9,243  65 
8,635  18 
6,989  01 

24,867  84 

24^84 
6,989  01 

48  63 

9,388  76 

48  63 

127  30 

41,470  17 
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1798.  July       1.    To  balance -           -           -  41,470  17 

October  1.    To  interest  due  this  day  on  the  stock  purchased         ...  9^366  34 
To  interest  due  this  day  on  the  stock  paid  as  aboye,  for  land  on  Lake 

Brie 48  63 

To  interest  due  this  day  on  the  stock  paid  asaboTe,  on  account  of  the 

commutationof  Willis  Wilson.      -           -           -           -           -  81  21 

1793.  January  1.    To    do.           do.    on  the  stock  purchased     ....  9,420  42 

To    do.           do.    on  the  stock  paid  as  aboye,  for  land  on  Lake  Erie  48  63 
To    do.           do.    on  the  stock  paid  as  aboye,  on  account  of  the 

commutation  of  Willis  Wilson        -           -           -           •           -  >       21  21 
To    do.           do.    on  the  stock  paid  into  the  Treasury  by  John 

Hopkins,  for  a  balance  due  from  nim  in  indents  of  interest           -  159  44 

$60,555  95 


t 


1791.  July        1.    By  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  Commissioners  for  reducing  the 

Public  Debt,  deposited,  as  follows: 

In  the  Bank  of  North  America 8,711  97 

In  the  hands  of  the  Commissioner  of  Loans  for  the  State  ci  Massa- 
chusetts      -  -  -  -  -  -  --53168' 

$9,243  65 

1792.  January  1.    By  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  Commissioners  for  reducing  the 

Public  Debt,  deposited  as  follows: 

In  the  Bank  of  North  America 23,830  37 

In  the  hands  of  the  Commissioner  of  Loans  for  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts               531  68 

In  the  hands  of  the  Commissioner  of  Loans  for  the  State  of  New 

Ywk 505  79 

24,867  84 

1792.  July        1.    By  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  Commissioners  for  reducing  the 

Public  Debt,  deposited  as  follows : 

In  the  Bank  of  North  America 23.830  30 

In  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 17,639  80 

41,470  17 

By  purchases  made  by  Samuel  Meredith,  from  the  29th  to  the  31st  of  October, 
17^,  as  reported  to  Congress  by  the  Commissioners  for  reducing  the  Public 
Debt,  on  the  17th  oi  Noyember,  1792 25,969  96 

By  purchases  niade  by  Samuel  Meredith,  from  the  17th  to  the  26th  January, 

17^  inclusiye,  agreeably  to  his  account  rendered  to  the  Treasury     -  -      34,585  99 

$60,555  95 
NoTB. — Interest  stated  per  contra,  remained  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  until  expended. 


BEMARKS. 

* 

In  addition  to  the  sums  receiyed  as  within  stated,  there  remain  to  be  receiyed  from  the  following 
persons,  balances  found  to  be  due  from  them  on  the  settlement  of  their  accounts  at  the  Treasury,  yiz : 
From  William  Heth,  for  interest  receiyed  on  stock  purchased  by  him         -  -        $d58  83 

From  Benjamin  Lincoln,  for  interest  receiyed  on  stock  purchas<»i  by  him   -  -  154  49 

From  Benjamin  Lincoln,  for  interest  struck  on  stock  purchased  by  him,  stated  in  his 
name  in  diyidend  accounts  of  the  Commissioner  of^Loans  for  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, now  transfered  to  the  books  of  the  Treasury  among  unclaimed  diyi- 
dends  ..........  368  56 

The  fund  is  likewise  liable  to  receiye  additions  of  interest  on  the  following  sums  paid  into  the 
Treasury,  upon  which  no  diyidend  has  yet  been  struck,  yiz : 
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On  85^032  08  unfimded  stock,  received  from  the  State  of  Peiuis3rlTBaia  for  hnd  on  Lake  Eria. 

On  1^356  87  receiyed  from  JonUhan  Bonall,  which  had  beea  paid  to  him  od  a  bdbnce  diie  in  the 
Commissary  Departmeiit. 

These  sums  at  present,  stand  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  in  the  name  of  Samuel  Bleredith,  Trea- 
surer of  the  United  Statei^  in  trust  for  the  United  States. 

Also,  for  the  interest  on  the  Debt  due  to  foreign  officers,  uffw  in  a  course  of  redemption. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  Secretary  <f  ikt  Trmmarf. 
Treasury  Dbpartiirnt,  February  13, 1793* 


Ho.  IV.— QMorteWy  fkHemeitf  ^  CWi  inikt  kemde  cf  tke  JVeamarer  qf  ike  Umied  SUUeefar  the 

year  1791. 


Baknee  of  cash  in  my  hands  the  30th  June,  1791,  see  below    - 

Balance  of  cash  in  the  Bank  of  North  America 

do.  NewY«rk       -  -  • 

do.  Biassachusetts  .  «.  - 

Cash  paid  on  account  of  ccmtingent  expenses    ... 

Theoaosius  Fowler  and  Oo.'s  nole        .... 


428,200  17 

92,010  77 

8,966  76 

490  54 

10,006  00 


$633,638  24 


533,638  24 


Fnym  iheUtof  January  to  the  dOih  of  June^  two  quarters. 


Balance  of  cash  in  my  hands  the  30th  September,  1701,  see  below 
cash  in  the  Bank  of  North  America 
do.  New  York        ... 

do.  fiiaryland         ... 

do.  Massachusetts  ... 


196,830  38 

465^  94 

31,391  78 

28)084  89 


622.233  99 


622,233  99 


Bahince  of  cash  in  my  hands  the  3l8t  December,  1791,  see  below 
casli  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
do.  North  Ameriea 

do.  New  York 

do.  Massachusetts 

do.  fiiaryland  ... 

do.  Providence 


133,000  00 

471,972  28 

224,677  35 

65,578  22 

50,665  29 

7,969  61 


953,862  75 


953^ 


75 


The  pffevious  sickness,  and  afterwards  the  death  of  Mr.  Ei^eAeifl^jthe  kfe  CiomjitroUer,  which  hap- 
pened on  the  15th«f  ApriL  1791,  oceasioned  an  acoomnodatioB  between  the  Sea«diry<tf  the  Trea- 
sury and  the  Bank  of  North  America,  with  tetfent  toa  uumlMr  of  warrants  which  were  not  counter- 
wned,  the  Bank  agreeing  to  pay  them  and  retain  them  in  its  possession  till  the  appointment  of  a 
CioraptroUer,  when  tney  could  be  regularly  countersigned  and  oharaed  to  my  account  This  caused 
an  agreement  with  the  Comptroller,  that  the  two  first  quarters  of  the  year  1791  might  be  included  in 
<me  account,  in  order  that  the  different  offices  in  the  Treasury  Department  should  correspond  in  their 
balances. 

SAMUEL  MEREDITH,  Trtaeurer  of  the  United  Statee. 
Treasurt  or  the  United  States. 
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Loom, 

Tbbaburt  Dbpartmbnt,  Fdnvary  13, 1793. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  an  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  founded  apon  the  requests 
contained  in  two  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Representatiyes,  of  the  23d  of  January  last,  I  hare  the 
honor  to  lay  before  the  House — 

1.  The  several  papers  numbered,  1, 2,  3,  4,  being  copies  of  the  authorities  under  which  Loans  haye 
been  negotiated,  pursuant  to  the  acts  of  the  4th  and  12th  of  August,  1790. 

2.  Sundry  letters,  as  per  list  at  foot,  from  the  Secretary  ot  the  Treasury  to  William  Short,  Esq., 
and  to  Wilhem  and  J.  Willinks,  N.  and  J.  Van  Staphorst,  and  Hubbard,  being  copies  of  the  authorities 
respecting  the  application  of  the  moneys  borrowed. 

3.  Statement  A,  showing  the  names  of  the  persons  by  whom,  and  to  whom,  the  respectiye  pay- 
ments of  the  French  Debt  nare  been  made  in  Europe,  specifying  the  dates  of  the  respectire  payments, 
and  the  sums.  With  regard  to  the  precise  dates  orthe  respective  drafts  which  may  nave  been  drawn, 
or  orders  "vdiich  may  have  been  given  by  Mr.  Short  to  our  bankers,  for  making  those  payments,  they 
cannot  be.furnished,  not  being  known  at  the  Treasury.  It  is,  however,  to  be  inferred,  mm  the  cor- 
respondence and  circumstances,  that  they  preceded  but  a  short  time  the  respective  payments  to  which 
they  f elated. 

Statement  B,  showing  by  whom  the  payments  have  been  made,  on  account  of  the  Dutch  Loans,  the 
dates,  and  the  sums.  As  to  the  persons  to  whom  the  payments  were^made,  no  specification  is  maeti- 
cable,  these  being  the  numerous  subscribers  to  the  several  Loans,  their  a^nts,  or  assignees.  It  has 
never  been  considered,  either  under  the  former  or  present  Qovemment,  as  interesting  to  the  Treasury 
to  know  who  those  individuab  were.  Indeed,  by  the  transfers  always  going  on,  they  are  continually 
chan^piiff.  The  demand  for  a  communication  of  their  names  woula  have  been  unprecedented,  and 
the  disclosure,  from  time  to  time,  would  have  been  attended  with  a  great  deal  of  useless,  but  expen- 
sive trouble. 

The  statement  desired,  in  reference  to  the  Spanish  Debt,  cannot  be  famished  In  a  note  upon  state- 
ment No.  1,  of  my  late  Keport,  concerning  Foreign  Loans,  it  b  mentioned,  '^  that  advice  had  been  re- 
ceived that  the  payment  or  this  Debt  was  going  on.  thouffii  it  had  not  been  completed^  This  appears 
by  letters  from  Mr.  Short,  now  before  the  Senate,  oated  August  30th,  and  October  9th  and  22d.  No 
advice  of  the  completion  of  the  payment  has  been  since  received.  All  that  is  known  is,  that  our 
bankers  were  procuring  bills  under  orders  from  Mr.  Short,  for  the  purpose  of  remitting  to  Spain  the 
sum  necessary  to  discharge  her  debt 

There  will  oe  seen  a  diBerence  in  the  statement  now  presented,  and  No.  1  of  my  late  Report,  con- 
cerning Foreign  Loans,  as  to  the  date  of  the  last  payment  to  France.  In  one,  the  9th  of  Au^^  is 
mentioned,  in  the  other,  of  the  6th  of  September.  The  fact  is,  tb^  it  had  its  inception  some  time  in 
August,  but  was  not  perfected  till  the  6th  of  September.  Mr.  Morris,  who  had  been  charged  by  BAr. 
Short  with  endeavoring  to  adjust,  with  the  French  Treasury,  the  rule  by  which  the  payments  that 
had  been,  and  might  be  made,  should  be  liquidated  into  livres,  having  regard  to  certain  equitable  con- 
siderations, made  an  arrangement  with  it,  provisionally,  for  the  payment  of  1,641,250  florins, 
[1,625,000  Banco,]  and  wrote  to  Mr.  Short  requesting  that  he  would  direct  the  payment  to  be  com- 
pleted. There  appeared  to  have  been  two  letters  from  Mr.  Morris  on  the  subject,  one  dated  the  Och, 
the  other  the  9th  of  August  But  Mr.  Short,  for  reasons  which  he  explains  in  his  correspondence,  now 
before  the  Senate,  did  not  consummate  the  payment  till  Uie  6th  of  September.  One  statement  has 
reference  to  the  beginning,  the  other,  to  the  conclusion  ot  the  afiair. 

I  am  instructed  by  the  President  to  observe,  tnat  there  are  some  circumstances  in  the  communica- 
tions now  made,  which  would  render  a  puUic  perusal  of  them  not  without  inconvenience. 

With  perfect  respect,  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  Secretary  of  the  Treastay, 

The  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 


No.  1. 


Cfeorge  WasJiingUm,  President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  TVeaswy 

for  the  time  being. 

By  virtue  of  the  several  acts,  the  one,  entitled  "  An  act  making  provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United 
States,"  and  the  other  entitled  "An  act  making  provisi<Ni  for  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt."  I  do 
hereby  authorize  and  empower  you.  by  yourself,  or  any  other  person  or  persons,  to  borrow,  oo  oehalf 
of  the  United  States,  within  the  said  States,  or  elsewhere,  a  sum  or  sums,  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole, 
fourteen  millions  of  dollars,  and  to  make^or  cause  to  be  made,  for  that  purpose,  such  contract  or  con- 
tracts, as  shall  be  necessary,  and  for  the  mterest  of  the  said  States^  subject  to  the  restrictions  and  limi- 
tations in  the  said  several  acts  contained;  and,  for  so  doin^,  this  snail  be  your  sufficient  warrant. 
In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

GHven  under  my  hand,  at  the  city  of  New  York,  this  twenty-eighth  day  of  August  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety.  GEO.  WASHINGTON. 

By  ihe  President : 

Th.  Jiftirson. 
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No.  2. 

George  Waahmgton,  President  of  the  United  Stales  qf  America,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  TVeamay 

for  the  time  being. 

Haying  thought  fit  to  commit  to  you  the  charge  of  borrowing,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  a 
sum  or  sums,  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole,  fourteen  millions  of  dollars,  pursuant  to  the  several  acts, 
the  one,  entitled  "An  act  making  provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United;"  the  other,  entitled  "An  act 
makinff  provision  for  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt :" 

I  do  hereby  make  known  to  you,  that,  in  the  execution  of  the  said  trust,  you  are  to  observe  and  fol- 
low the  orders  and  directions  following,  viz:  Except  where  otherwise  especially  directed  by  me,  you 
shall  employ,  in  the  negotiation  of  any  Loan  or  Loans,  which  may  be  made  in  any  forei^  country, 
William  Short,  Esq.  x  ou  shall  borrow,  or  cause  to  oe  borrowed,  on  the  best  terms  which  shall  oe 
found  practicable,  (and  within  the  limitations  prescribed  by  law  as  to  time  of  repayment  and  rate  of 
interest,^  such  sum  or  sums,  as  shall  be  sufficient  to  discharge,  as  well  all  instalments,  or  parts  of  the 
principal  of  the  Foreign  Deot  which  now  are  due,  or  shall  ^ome  payable  to  the  end  of  tne  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one,  as  all  interest  and  arrears  of  mterest,  which  now  are,  or  shall 
become  due,  in  respect  to  the  said  Debt,  to  the  same  end  of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-one.  And  you  shall  apply,  or  cause  to  be  applied,  the  moneys  which  shall  be  so  borrowedL 
with  all  convenient  despatch,  to  tne  payment  of  the  said  instalment^  and  narts  of  the  principal  and 
interest,  and  arrears  of  the  interest  of  the  said  Debt  You  shall  not  extena  the  amount  oi  the  Loan 
which  you  shall  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  beyond  the  sum  which  shall  be  necessary  for  completing 
such  payment,  unless  it  can  be  done  upon  terms  more  advantageous  to  the  United  States  than  those 
upon  which  the  residue  of  the  said  Debt  shall  stand  or  be.  But,  if  the  said  residue,  or  any  part  of  the 
same,  can  be  paid  off  by  new«Loans^  upon  terms  of  advantage  to  the  United  States,  you  snail  cause 
such  jfurther  Loans  as  may  be  re<]uisite  to  that  end,  ,to  be  made,  and  the  proceeds  thereof  to  be  applied 
accordingly.  And  for  carrying  into  effect  the  objects  and  purposes  aforesaid,  I  do  hereby  further  em- 
power you  to  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  with  whomsoever  it  may  concern,  such  contract  or  con- 
tracts^  beinff  of  a  nature  relative  thereto,  as  shall  be  found  needful,  and  conducive  to  the  interest  of 
the  United  states. 

If  any  negotiation  with  any  Prince  or  State,  to  whom  any  part  of  the  said  Debt  may  be  due,  should 
be  requisite,  the  same  shall  oe  carried  on  throuj^h  the  person  who^  in  capacity  of  Minister,  Chai«6 
des  AjQ&ires  or  otherwise,  now  is,  or  hereafter  shall  be  charged  with  transacting  the  affairs  of  the 
United  States,  with  such  Prince  or  State ;  for  whieh  purpose  I  shall  direct  the  Secretary  of  State, 
with  whom  you  are  in  this  behalf  to  consult  and  concert,  to  co-operate  with  you. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  city  of  New  York,  this  twenty-eighth  day  of  August,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousana  seven  hundred  and  ninety. 

GEO.  WASHINGTON. 


Na  3.  •  • 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shaU  come: 

Whereas,  by  an  act,  passed  the  fourth  day  of  August,  in  this  present  year,  entitled  "  An  act  making 

Srovision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States,^  it  is.  among  other  things,  enacted,  that  the  President  of 
le  United  States  be  authorized  to  cause  to  be  borrowed,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  a  sum  or 
sums,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  twelve  millions  of  dollars,  and  that  so  much  of  that  sum  as  may  be 
necessary  to  the  dischar^  of  the  said  arrears  and  instalments,  and  (if  it  can  be  effected  upon  terms 
advantageous  to  the  Umted  States)  to  the  paying  off  the  whole  of  the  said  Poreiffu  Debt,  be  appro- 
priated solely  to  those  purposes ;  and  that  the  President  be,  moreover,  further  authorized  to  cause  to 
be  made  such  other  contracts  respecting  the  said  Debt  as  shall  be  found  for  the  interest  of  the  said 
States :  Providedy  nevertheless^  That  no  engagement  nor  contract  shaU  be  entered  into,  which  shall 
preclude  the  United  States  from  reimbursing  any  sum  or  sums  borrowed,  within  fifteen  years  after 
the  same  shall  have  been  lent  or  advanced: 

And.  whereas^  by  another  act.  passed  the  twelfth  day  of  August,  in  the  present  year,  entitled  *'  An 
act  making  provision  for  the  reouction  of  the  Public  Debt,"  it  is,  also,  among  other  tnin«^  enacted 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  authorized  to  cause  to  be  borrowed,  on  behalf  of^e  United 
States,  a  sum  or  sums,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  two  millions  of  dollars,  at  an  interest  not  exceed- 
ing five  per  cent : 

And  whereas,  by  virtue  of  the  said  several  acts,  the  President  of  the  United  of  America  hath  been 
pleased,  by  a  certain  commission  or  warrant,  under  his  hand,  to  authorize  and  empower  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  for  the  time  being,  by  himself,  or  any  other  person  or  persons,  to  borrow,  <m  behalf 
of  the  United  States,  within  the  nld  States,  or  elsewhere,  a  sum  or  sums,  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole, 
fourteen  millions  of  dollars,  and  to  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  for  that  purpose,  suoh  contract  or  con- 
tracts as  shall  be  necessary,  and  for  the  interestof  the  said  States,  subject  to  the  restrictions  and  limit- 
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ations  in  the  said  seTeral  acts  contained :  And  wheteas,  Messrs.  Wilhem  and  Jan  Willink,  and  Ni- 
cholaas  and  Jacob  Van  Staphorst,  and  Hubfaaid,  have,  by  letter,  bearing  date  the  25th  day  of  January, 
IT90,  coinnranicated  to  me,  that  they  have  entered  into  a  certain  proyisional  agreement  or  arrange- 
ment, for  a  Loan  of  three  millions  of  florins,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States  of  America,  bearing  an 
interest  of  five  per  centum  per  annum,  and  reimbursable  by  yearlv  instalments,  of  six  hundred  tnon- 
smnd  florins,  commenciiiff  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundrea  and  one,  and  6ndinff  in  the  ^emr 
one  thousand  eight  hunored  and  five:  And  whereas,  it  appears  to  me  for  the  mter^t  of  the  said  United 
States  to  accept  the  said  Loan : 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known :  That  I,  Alexander  Hamilton,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
flftates  fbr  the  time  beinff,  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  in  me  vested,  bj  the  said  President 
of  the  United  States,  at^  in  his  name,  and  on  behalf  of  the  United  States  oi  America,  and  to  their 
use,  do.  by  these  presents,  accept  agree  to,  ratify,  and  confirm,  the  Loan  aforesaid,  proTisiGoallT  under- 
tHien  by  the  said  Wilhem  and  Jan  Willink,  and  Nicholaas  and  Jacob  Van  Sta^orst,  and  Hubbard. 
And  I  do  hereby  authorize  and  empower  the  said  Wilhem  and  Jan  Willink,  and  If  ichmaas  and  Jaeob 
Van  Btaphorst,  and  Hubbard,  or,  in  case  oi  the  death  of  any  of  them,  the  surrivors,  to  borrow,  on  be- 
l^df  of  the  United  States,  either  by  way  of  confirmation  of^the  said  provisional  a^^eement,  or  odier- 
wise,  as  need  may  bcL  a  sum  or  sums,  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole,  three  millions  m  florins,  subject  to 
Ae  restrictions  and  limitations  in  the  said  several  acts  contained  and  above  recited ;  and  for  that  pur- 
pose, in  the  name  of  the  said  President,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  execute  sueli 
contracts.  oMkntions.  and  instruments,  as  shall  be  necessary,  and  comfbrtaUe  to  usaffe,  in  the  Ifte 
eases,  and  the  fldth  or  the  United  States  to  pledge  for  the  pertbrmance  of  the  terms  mereof ;  and  if 
the  same  shall  be  deemed  requisite,  to  stipulate  for  the  latiflcation  thereof  by  the  Ptesident  of  the 
United  States ;  hereby  givinff  and  mtttin|r  to  the  said  Wilhem  and  Jan  Wfllink,  and  Nidiokas  woA 
Jkcob  Van  Staphorst,  and  Hubbard,  and  me  survivors  of  them,  all  my  power  and  authority,  in  ilie 
premises,  and  ratifying,  allowing,  and  confirming,  what<eoever  they  8hairlawfi]dly  do  therein. 

Ih  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  Treasury  to  be  affixed  to  these  presentt, 

and  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  hand,  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  August,  in  the  year  of 

our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  Secntarjf  qfthe  TntMvtf. 


■^■^^ 
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fhaUto  whom  them  pretenfi'  ihtdl  come : 


Wbteten,  bf  an  «n  jMtssed  the  fourth  day  of  August,  in  this  present  year,  entitled  ^  An  act  making 
provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States,?  it  is,  amons  other  things,  enacted,  that  the  President  of 
the  United  States  be  authorized  to  cause  to  be  borrowe^  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  a  sum  or 
sums,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  twelve  millions  of  dollars,  and  that  so  much  of  that  sum  as  may 
be  necessary  to  the  discharged  the  said  arrears  and  instalments,  and  (if  it  can  be  effected  upon  terms 
advantageous  to  the  United  States)  to  the  paymg  off  the  whole  of  tha  said  Foreign  Debt,  be  appro- 

E'  ited  solely  to  those  purposes ;  and  that  theTresident  be,  moreover,  fbrther  authorized  to  cause  to 
made  such  other  contracts  respecting  the  said  Debt,  as  shall  be  found  for  the  interest  of  the  aaid 
ites:  Provided^neveriheles$^  That  no  engagement  nor  contract  shall  be  entered  into,  which 
shall  preclude  the  united  States  from  reimbursing  any  sum  or  sums  borrowed^  withifii  fifteen  yeart 
after  the  same  shall  have  been  lent  or  or  advanced: 

And  whereas,  by  another  act,  passed  the  12th  day  of  August,  in  the  present  year^  entitled  ''An  act 
making  provision  for  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt,"  it  is,  also,  among  other  thmcs,  entcted,  diat 
the  President  of  the  United  States  be  authorized  to  cause  to  be  borrowed,  on  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  a  sum  or  sums  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  two  millions  of  dollars,  at  an  interest  net  exceeding 
Ave  percent: 

And  whereas,  )^  virtue  of  the  said  several  acts,  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America  halh 
b^en  pleased,  by  a  certain  commission  or  warrant,  under  his  hand,  to  authorize  and  empower  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  for  the  time  bein&  bv  himself^  or  any  other  person  or  persons,  to  borrow,  on 
behalf  of  the  United  States,  within  the  siud  States,  or  elsewhere,  a  sum  or  sums,  not  exceeding,  in  the 
whole,  fourteen  millions  of  dolkrs,  and  to  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  for  that  purpose,  such  contract 
or  contracts  as  shall  be  necessary,  and  for  the  interest  of  the  said  States,  subject  to  the  restrictions 
and  limitations  in  the  said  several  acts  contained : 

Now.  therefore,  know  ye:  That  I,  Alexander  Hamilton,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  for  the  time  being,  by  virtue  of  the  said  commission,  power  or  warrant,  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  have  authorized  and  empowered,  and,  by  these  presents,  do  authorize  and 
empower  William  Short  Charg^  des  A&ires  of  the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  France,  to  borrow, 
dn  behalf  of  the  United  States,  in  any  part  of  Europe,  a  sum  or  sums,  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole 
fourteen  millions  of  dollars,  and  to  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  for  that  purpose,  such  contract  or  cm* 
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Loofw  and  IVnaneef. 
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tmfitB  as  shftU  be  Be^essary, «n4  fer  dieiniex«flt  (tf  the  md  Sisjtae;  tutMect  tfk  the  reitnetiew«]^ 
luoitationg  ia  the  said  seveml  acis  eantained;  and  for  so  dohut.  this  sKaU  Eb  his  sufioieat  warnmt. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  hare  caused  the  seal  of  the  Tieaswy  to  be  affixed  to  these  pieseats. 
and  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  hand,  the  first  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lora 
o»a  thousand  seven  hundred  ana  ninety. 

ALKXAJWER  HAMILTON,  Oe^r^ary  i^tha  Tremtr^ 


1 


A. — StatemerU  $homng  the  daU$  and9um$  <4  the  respective  payfoentf  which  have  6aeil  made  on  ac- 
,   ce$aU  ^  tibe  Debt  dm  to  France,  out  ^  the  DiUch  and  Anhcerp  hoane^  and  6y  iphom,  and  to 
^t^um^  the  moneye  vKte  remiUed  or 


'      1790. 

December  3 

1790. 

lune 

10 

August 

11 

Sept. 

l» 

Sept. 

15 

Sept. 

22 

Sept 

28 

Oetober 

3 

Oclebet 

6 

October 

id 

October 

20 

Oetober 

24 

Npv. 

10 

Dec. 

15 

Dec. 

22 

Dec. 

31 

17%. 

January 

10 

January 

16 

From  Jan.  to 

March 

Frmn  A|&L 
to  June  4 

Remitted  by  Wuk  aftd  J.  WiHiAk,  N.  and  Ja- 
cob Van  Stephorst^and  Hubbard,  tf  Am* 
sterdam,  to  Bir*  du  ^^enle  •  •  - 

Directer  of  the  Royal  Treasury  ofl^ruxce,  by 
order  of  Wifiiaai  SbcRrt,  Bsq. 


Remitted  by  tike  sttne  futile  Oemiiissieftt- 
ess  of  the  National  Treasury  at  Parii,  by^ 
ovder  of  William  Short,  Bsq. 


Septt 


Remitted  by  the  same,  to  Hr.  Oarat  cadiier 
of  the  National  Tineasuryat  Paris,  vy  order 
of  WHliam  Short,  Bsq.       .  .  . 

ReiaiMd  fimii  AAtiveriLby  (2(70,flDO 
Mr.  De  Wolf,  to  theNa-  ( 338,900    0  9 
timud   IteMIBif   «t    IV<10i;ZOO 
ris,  by  order  of  William    312,00i    6  0 
Short  [308,441    6  0 

Payments  made  by  M.  De 
WoU;  to  J.  Broet^  at  Ant'- 
werp,  by  order  of  ue  Cortk' 
missioners  of  the  National 
Treasury  of  France  -  4,581,413  15  1 

^    Do  do  -  -     843,925  10  6 

Ditto  made  by  Wm.  and  J.  WaUnk,  N.  and 
Jacob  Van  Staphorst,  and  Hubbard,  of  Am- 
sterdam, to  Messrs.  Hogguen,  Grand,  db 
Co.  Bankers  for  the  Commissioners  of  the 
National  Treasmj  of  France,  by  order  of 
William  Short,  ^. 


'.  #•  (f. 


3,611,950  0  0 


2,^90,629  4  0 

941,176  9  0 

1,080,874  12  6 

1,457,734  15  4 

907,880  15  9 

616^1I»14  t 

220,680  10  0 

806,420  3  3 

1,139,053  14  1 

811,154  *2  8 

487,692  2  8 


1,540,909    2    0 


6,756,974  18  10* 


6,000,000    0    0 


fiorini.    H. 


1,500,014    9 

1,065,000  0 
352,187  m 
238,23a  9 
400,531  12 
539,414  10 
335,726  14 
229,500  15 
81,957  10 
3O0,%1  9 
429,550  16 
302,291  4 
180^  13 

567,825    0 


1,968^000    0 


1,641,250    a 


10,073,043    8 


ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  Secretarif  of  the  TrtoMm^ 
TaiAauRT  DaPAjrrauncTV  Febvuaary  13, 1793. 

*  The  ttiaouiM  of  ttn^  here  slated  eKoMdssemserlwtlfaalwfaidiiNa  staled  in  N^  It 

^nifl  be  n1— ted,  thst  it  irasthi  ai6tiMMd»  Aat  ^  dstdis  cf  tfdiliMMmiliMi  wmt  WMUfaj.  TbeybaiPe  sinse 
hma  reeelved,  end  uuiiesfead  wifli  the  yesent statement  ThJB  iliftiiiaiiii  sriMsftomihe  leelislee  eT mrrt^Bgs 
al  the  tees  ef  the  lespoM  pafments  IfeSTiBc 


palmeDtshaTiBf  becndUkent  ftiai  iritoiwas  assniwd  by  snilsiy  as  a  rule  ef 
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B.-^Statement  Showing  the  retpecHve  payments  wifdch  hcBOt  been  made  hy  WUUam  and  John 
mnimU  -hK^h^r,^*  r.-^  Tr,^u  tr^-  shr^^ir^K^y^mf  ^»ui  ^ubbaTd.  m  Am^erdam^  to  indkfidmaU^  vpam 

e  UnUea  States, 


the  several  Loans  made  in  HMmd,  on  account  of 


1791. 
Febratry   1 


June  1 

1792. 
Febmary    1 

March        1 

June  1 

September  1 

December    1 

1793. 
January      1 


Payment  of  54  premiums  drawn  in  the  lottery,  agreeably  to  the 
terms  of  the  contract  of  the  4  per  cent  Loan  of  2,000,000 
florins         -  -  -  -  -  -  -  (d) 

Interest  due  this  date  on  the  said  Loan,  at  4  per  cent.         -  (a) 

Interest  on  the  Loan  of  3,000,000  florins,  commencing  the  Ist  of 
February,  1790,  at  5  per  cent.        -  -  -  -  (b) 

Interest  on  the  Loans  of  7,000,000  florins,  at  5  per  cent      -  (a) 

Interest  on  the  Loan  of  2,000,000  florins,  at  4  per  cent        -  (a) 
Interest  on  the  Loan  of  3,000^000  flDrins,  conmeaoing  on  the  1st 

of  February,  1790,  at  5  per  cent.    -  -  - 

Interest  on  the  Loan  of  2,5000,000  florins,  commencing  on  the  1st 

of  March,  1791,  at  5  per  cent         -  -  .  -  (^V 

Interest  on  the  Loans  of  T^OOO-OOO  florins,  at  5  per  cent      -  (a) 
Interest  on  the  Loan  of  6,000,000  florins,  commencing  on  the  1st 

of  September.  1791,  at  5  per  cent  -  -  -  -  (b) 

Interest  on  the  Loan  of  2,050,000  florins,  made  at  Antwerp,  at  4i 

percent      -.--.-. 

Interest  on  the  Loan  of  3,000,000  florins,  commencing  on  the^lst 
of  January,  1792,  at  4  per  cent      -    .       -  -  -(6) 


Phrins,  st.  cL 

90,000    0  0 

80,000    0  0 

119,783    6  0 

350,000    0  0 

80,000    0  0 

150,000    0  0 

119,879    4  0 

350,000    0  0 

294,566  13  0 

92,250    0  O 

106,709  19  8 


1,833,189    2    8 


REMARKS. 


!d)  These  Loans  were  negotiated  under  the  late  GtoTerament 
b)  The  interest  payable  upon  each  of  these  Loans,  at  the  expiration  of  the  first  year,  was  not  due 
upon  the  entire  capital  borrowed,  but  in  the  proportion  to  the  tin^e  in  which  the  Loans  were 
completed. 

The  sum  of  1,833,189  florins,  2  stirers  and  8.  deniers,  here  staled,  is  the  same  as  reported  to  the 
House  by  the  Secretary  on  the  3d  instant,  in  the  statement  No.  1. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  Secretary  qf  ike  Treasmy. 
Trbasurt  DsPARTMBiiT,  Ftbruory  13, 1793. 


PUBLIC  FUNDS. 


Treasurt  Department,  Febrmny  14, 1793. 

Sir:  I  haye  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  in  further  pursuance  of  the  order  of  the  Senate,  of  the 
23d  of  January  past,,  three  seyefal  statements,  marked  A,  6,  C. 

A,  beinj;  a  general  account  of  reyenue  ana  appropriations:^  ezhibiUng,  on  one  side,  all  the  income 
of  the  Umted  States,  except  from  the  proceeds  ot  Loans  foreign  and  domestic,  to  the  end  of  the  year 
1792;  on  the  other,  the  re^ective  amounts  of  all  the  appropriations  which  haye  been  made  by  law,  to 
the  same  period. 

B,  being  a  general  account  of  appropriations  and  expenditures  to  the  same  end  oi  the  year  1798. 
This  statement  takes  up  the  excess  of  the  apjNropriations  beyond  the  expenditure,  to  the  end  of  the 
year  1791,  as  contained  m  the  account  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures,  reported  to  the  House  <^Repre- 
sentatiyes  during  the  present  session;  and,  including  all  tne  subsequent  appropriations  and  exp^idi- 
tures  to  the  end  of  17^  shows  the  balance  unsatisfled  of  each  head  of  appropriation. 

C,  being  an  explanatory  statement,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  a  conformity  between  the  aggreflate 
of  the  balances  or  appropriattous  unsatisfied,  a9d  the  balance  or  the  public  income  beyond  the  pimlie 
expenditure,  to  the  end  of  the  year  1792,  as  represented  in  the  statement  B,  heretofore  reported. 

It  will  be  obsenred^that  the  most  considerable  item  amcmg  the  balances  of  approprialioBs,  is  for  in- 
terest on  the  Public  Debt — amounting  to  one  million  three  hundred  and  ninety-fiye  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars  and  sixty-fiye  cents.  This  happens  in  three  ways.  1st  The  inte- 
rest on  the  foreign  part  d  the  Debt  has  been  paid  in  Europe,  out  of  the  proceeiis  of  the  Loans;  tha 
sum  paid  will  consequently  require  to  be  replaced  out  of  the  domestic  funas,  and  will  operate  as  if  «i 
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equal  sum  had  been  transferred  herebf  dwlb.'  M;  TtM  pnvment t^  interest  to  certain  States,  upon 
the  difference  between  their  quotas  of  the  assumed  Debt,  ana  the  sums  subscribed  upon  the  first  Loan, 
has  been  suspended,  in  consequence  of  the  opening  of  the  second  Loan,  to  avoid  a  double  paynlent 
6f  inters,  first  to  the  States,  and  next  to  ik^  stAscribers,  #hieb  ittight  omerwise  happen.  3d.  ^er^ 
it  a  pait  or  the  Public  Debt  which  has  continued  in  a  form  tfttait  m  not  entided  the  holders,  under 
dM  existing  laws,  to  xeceiye  interest,  either  as  subBcribers  or  tfOtt^««b0dvibei>i. 

There  are  certain  arrears  of  interest,  on  the  part  of  die  De^  entitled  to  inttt^t,  Iv^ch  did  not  catii& 
iiMo  t^  accounts  of  the  year  1792. 

This  balance  of  Interest,  however,  will  be  a  r^  f^t»i%  emnditove;  as,  inde^,  will  be  the  case 
#ith  rejgjtrd  to  most  of  the  other  balances  of  appMprbltons.  Th«r6  im  be  8tir|fttitees,  but  these  sur^ 
phisses  cannot  exceed,  if  they  equal,  the  sum  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  to  the  House 
of  Repnstotatiyesk 

With  perfedt  ireipeet)  t  httvv  t]i^  hmm  td  b*,  tit,  y^nr^Ayeileltt  servtttft, 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  Secretarf  of  the  TVeaswj. 

The  VicB  PsB8tt>BNT  of  the  United  State*  and  Frendent  of  the  Senate. 


Statement  of  the  revenue  of  the  United  Statee,  and  yppropriatione  charged  thereon^  to  the  end  of  the 

year  17921 


Dr. 
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To  amount  of  duties  on  imports  and  tcmnage,  and  of  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeit- 
ures, from  the  commencement  of  the  present  Qoremment  to  the  Slst  of  De- 
cember, 1791         --,------ 

To  product  of  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States,  for  a  half  year, 
ending  the  Slst  of  December,  1791,  as  estimated  .  -  -  -  - 

To  product  of  duties  <m  imports  and  tonnage,  ftc,  for  the  year  1792,  heretofore  es- 
timated at  --.------- 

To  product  of  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States  for  the  same  pe- 
nod,  as  estimated  -----.--- 

To  cash  received  into  the  Treasury,  from  fines,  forfeitures,  and  for  balances,  to 
the  end  of  the  year  1791   -------- 

To  cash  received  for  arms  and  accoutrements  sold,  fines,  and  penalties,  balances 
of  accounts  settled  in  the  year  1792,  and  <m  account  of  the  first  dividend  de- 
clared by  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes  --.--- 


1789. 
Act  Aug.  20 
Sept        29 

1790. 
March      26 
July  ] 


July  22 

August       4 


August     10 
August     12 


1791. 
February  11 
Biarch        3 


December  23 
SdCov. 


Cr. — APPROPRIATIONS* 

By  appropriation  for  Indian  treaties 
I>o.  for  sundry  objects    - 


Do.  for  the  support  of  Government       -  .  .  . 

Do.  intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  1790  and  1791     - 
Do.  do.  do.       for  1792        .  .  - 

Do.  for  the  claim  of  John  M'Cord        .... 

Do.  Indian  treaties         ...... 

Do.  interest  on  Debt,  Foreign  and  Domestic,  for  1791  - 
Do.  do.  do.  for  1792  - 

Do.  for  the  Cutter  establishment  .... 

Do.  for  Portland  light-house      ..... 

Do.  for  disabled  seamen  -...-- 
Do.  for  sundry  objects    --...- 
Do.  for  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt,  being  surplus  of  reve- 
nue for  1790 


Do.  for  sundry  objects    -  -  - 

Do.  recognition  ot  the  treaty  with  Morocco 

Do.  the  protection  d'the  frontiers 

Do.  officers  of  the  Judicial  Courts 

Do.  the  support  of  Government  for  1792 


$6,534^  84 

150,000  00 

3)900,000  00 

400,000  00 

11,335  93 

21,860  87 


$11,017,460  64 


$20,000  00 
639.000  00 

754,658  99 

80,000  00 

40,000  00 

1,309  71 

20,000  00 

2,060,861  40 

2,849,194  73 

10,000  00 

1,500  00 

548  57 

233,219  97 

1,374,656  40 

740,232  60 

20,000  00 

312,686  20 

4,055  33 

1,059,222  81 
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Or. — APPROPRIATIONS — CoQtmued. 

By  appropriation  for  a  light-lioase  on  Baldhead  ... 
Do.  Blint  estabUshmenl  --.«.. 
Do.  Wilmington  grammar  school  •  .  .  . 

Do.  for  protection  of  the  fircmtiers  .... 

Do.  for  sundry  objects    --.-.- 
Da  for  compensation  to  Colonel  Gibson  ... 

Do.  the  claim  of  John  Brown  Catting  -  ... 

Siurolus  of  reTenne  aboTe  the  appropriations,  to  the  end  of  the  year 


noo 


1792. 
Aet  April  2 


April 
fi£y 

May 


13 
2 

8 


•4^000  00 

7,000  00 

2,553  64 

673,500  00 

84,497  90 
1,000  00 
2,000  00 


10,995,608  25 
21,762  39 


$11,017^  64 


ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  aecretary  of  the  Trtoiury. 
Trrasurt  Departmsxit,  February  14, 1793. 
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From  which  dedueC  the  Ibllowing  muoB,  being  payable  out  of  the  foreign  ftmds,  m : 
Balance  payable  to  ibieign  offioen       -  -  -  -  •  -     9179,969  11 

Balance  due  on  account  of  the  lum  requested  for  8t.  Domingo  -  •        3M/i96  17 


$8,147,886  82 


B^mainder,  being  the  unaatiified  appropriations  charged  upon  the  revenue 


463,698  S8 
2,68^188  04 

(a.)  The  diileronoe  between  tiie  actual  dividends  declared  on  the  Public  Debt  to  the  end  of  the  year  1791,  as 
fOontained  in  the  printed  statement,  and  the  entire  interest  for  that  year,  as  estimated,  including  the  Foreign  Debt* 

(b,)  The  interest  on  the  Debt  for  the  year  1792,  as  estimated. 

M  The  cum  requested  by  the  National  Assemb^  of  Prance,  by  tfafllr  decree  of  Inne  26, 1792,  for  die  'Cdooj 
«f  8t  Domingo,  four  affion  It^es. 

CiL)  The  sua  actual^  advanced  for  the  Mint  eatebU^mkent  during  die  year  1792. 

(e*)  The  Debt  payable  to  foteign  oflken,  oantemplaMd  in  die  iittk  seotion  of  the  act  snpplementaiy  to  the  Ml 
jpalangprovision  for  the  Debt  ef  the  United  9talssr 

(/)  In  this  balance  is  Indoded  two  years' ii^eceat  o|i  the  Fenignfiebt,?upUdiliae  been  paid  ouiof  the  FoMigB 
Loans,  the  accounts  of  which  remain  unsettled;  also,  the  Jntsfest  Qn4hat  part  of  the  Domselic  Debt  wfalslkhiii 
met  been  landed  or  registered  at  the  Tnawy,  so  as  to  be  enlilM  to  a  dividcni^  and,  «isf>,  the  iatoMHtdsato 
States  on  the  unsubscribed  balances  of  the  assumed  Debt,  the  payment  of  whidi  is  «l  presant  suspended* 

(^.)  Wanants  for  #445,268  88  had  been  drawn  on  <be  dlatof  Deoomber,  1792» /towards  the  Debt  due  t» 
France,  as  sUted  in  the  Report  of  the  Sjscretaiy  <^  the  Treasury  of  the  3d  of  January,  1798,  $10,000  ^wkM^ 
howerer,  had  not  been  pptid  by  the  Treasurer  at  that  time^  «nd.  conswvnthr,  not  flbvqpd  in  biia  i^ononts* 

ALEXANDEE  UAUWtOU,  Secr^rjfu^tM  TriatmH. 

TiUBAsuRT  Department^  February  14, 1793. 


O. — SkUementeakiiitingike  debU  ckargtdupon  the  unexpended  asid  vnooflecUdincome  of^  United 

SUUeBi  on  <fte  uut  day  of  toe  year  1792. 


ITo  <he  following  sums,  wbach  astod 
as  ehaiges  «pon  the  axoees  of  an- 
come  statjed  per  contra  on  the  31st 
December,  1792,  vix: 

Balances  of  nnatisfied  amropriations, 
as  ipecified  in  the  scnedule  here- 
with, marked  B    - 

Balance  reserved  to  complete  the  sum 
requested  for  St.  Domingo 

Balance  reserved  to  complete  tbepay- 
ment  of  debts  due  to  foreign  omcers 

Debt  due  to  the  Bank  of  Nordi  Ame^ 
rica,  for  a  Loan,  without  interest  - 

Debt  due  to  die  Bank  of  die  United 
States,  for  a  Loan  for  the  War  De- 
partment «  *  •  • 


Balance  of  foreign  fund  not 
fpplied,  and  sulgeot  to  dimsition'- 

Surplus  of  revenue  above  tne  appro- 
priataons  to  end  of  1792,  agreeabfy 
to  statement  marked  A,  herewith  • 


92,684,188  04 
290,736  17 
172,962  11 
166,696  66 

400,000  00 


8,704^1  88 
1,38M^2  28 

21,766  39 


6,114,696  60 


By  die  excess  of  ineome  bevond  the 
actual  disbufsameats  of  tte  Tre»- 
suiy,  to  the  end  of  the  yew  1792, 
JDclndiBg  all  sums  remainiug  un- 
collected at  that  time,  as  also 
4n»806^769  18,  die  fweeeds  of 
biUs  of  exchange  drawn  coi  the 
foreim  Jdnds*  as  stated  in  die  4io- 
count  marked  B,  rendered  to  tbe 
House  of  Represcsatatives  qji  the 
4dio/ February,  1793    - 


•6,114^96  60 


■*p 


IM   I  I     MP 

6,114,696  60 


The  balance  of  the  foreign  Aind,  as  hsrein  stated,  is  thus  deduced,  vix : 
ne  total  amount  of  bills  drawn  was    •  •  . 

Deduct^ 
PM  for  die  Colony  of  8t.  Domoigo^  as  per  stateaMUit  marked  B 
Paid  to  foreign  ofroers,  as  per  ditto      .  •  .  •  • 

Reaenwd  to  complete  die  payment  for  8t.  Domingo     -  .  • 

Beaerved  to  oompleto  the  payment  to  foreign  officers    •  •  . 


$2,306,769  18 


•486,268  88 

18,864  79 

290,786  17 

172,962  11 


Balance»  as  before  statod 


917,816  90 
1,388,462  23 


ALEXANPEl^l  HAMILTON,  Secrttaary  qfthe  Treaamn. 
Tbcasurt  Depajituent,  February  14, 1793. 
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LOANS. 

Treasury  Department, 

February  19, 1793. 

Sir  :  The  last  Letter  which  I  had  the  honor  to 
address  to  the  House  of  Represeotatives  contained 
a  pretty  full  exposition  of  the  conduct  and  riews 
01  this  Department  in  regard  to  the  Foreign  Loans. 
There  remain,  however,  some  incidenSd  topics 
which  it  may  not  be  expedient  to  pa3s  over  in  si- 
lence. 

In  order  to  carry  the  attention  of  the  House 
immediately  to  a  just  application  of  the  remarks 
which  will  be  submitted,  it  is  necessary  to  pre- 
sike,  that  it  is  known  to  have  been  suggested  that 
the  proceeds  of  the  Foreign  biUs  drawn  for  to  this 
couatry  had  no  object  of  public  utility,  answered 
none,  and  were  ^culated  merely  to  indulge  a 
spirit  of  favoritism  towards  the  Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States. 

It  has  already  been  shown,  clearly,  I  trust,  that, 
but  for  the  instrumentality  of  the  parts  of  the 
Loan  drawn  for  prior  to  April,  1792.  amounting 
nearly  to  one-halt  of  the  whole  sum.  tne  purchases 
of  the  Debt  which  were  made  to  tnat  time  could 
not  have  been  made ;  and  that  these  purchases, 
besides  being  the  Meet  designated  by  law  for  the 
application  of  the  fund,  were  productive  of  posi- 
tive and  important  advantages. 

How  far  the  operation  could  have  been  influ- 
enced by  motives  of  favor  to  the  Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  the  following  &ct8  will  still  more  com- 
pletely decide. 

That  Bank  did  not  begin  its  operations  till  the 
12th  of  December,  1791. 

The  Banks  of  North  America  and  New  York 
were  the  agents  of  the  Treasury  for  the  sale  of  the 
biUs  in  question.  They  sold  them,  collected,  and, 
widi  the  exception  which  will  be  presently  stated, 
disbursed  the  proceeds. 

The  receipts  on  account  of  those  biUs  began  in 
Bfarch.  1791,  and  concluded  in  March,  1792. 

On  the  31st  of  December,  1791,  as  the  Treasu- 
rer's account  before  the  House  will  show,  the  pub- 
lic cash  was  deposited  as  follows : 

In  the  Bank  of  the  United  Suites 
In  the  Bank  of  North  America 
In  the  Bank  of  New  York  - 
« In  the  Bank  of  Massachusetts 
In  the  Bank  of  Maryland     - 
In  the  Bank  of  Providence  - 


$133,000  00 

471,972  28 

224,677  35 

65,578  22 

50,665  29 

7,969  61 


Making,  together 


-  $953,862  75 


There  was  then  also  some  moneys  in  the  Banks 
of  North  America  and  New  York  in  a  course  of 
receipt  which  had  not  been  passed  over  to  the 
Treasurer ;  but  all  the  public  moneys,  of  whatever 
kind,  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  are  in- 
cluded in  the  above  sum  of  $133,000.  which  had 
arisen  from  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage. 

It  appears,  then,  that,  on  the  31st  of  December, 
1791,  no  transfer  for  the  benefit  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  had  been  made ;  and  that  the  de- 
poutet  of  the  Qovemment  there  (exclusive  of  the 


proceeds  of  the  bills  remaining  in  the  two  Banks 
of  North  America  and  New  x  ork)  amounted  tO' 
little  more  than  one-fourth  of  the  deposites  in  the 
Bank  of  North  America,  and  little  more  than  one- 
half  of  those  in  the  Bank  of  New  York. 

As  late  as  the  1st  t)f  February,  the  State  Banks^ 
continued  to  share  with  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  a  large  proportion  of  the  public  deposites^ 
The  state  m  the  Treasury  then  was  as  tmlows, 


viz: 
In  the 
In  the 
In  the 
In  the 
In  the 
In  the 


Bank  of  the  United  States 
Bank  of  North  America 
Bank  of  New  York  - 
Bank  of  Massachusetts 
Bank  of  Maryland     - 
Bank  of  Providence  - 


Making,  together 


-  $456,278  90 

-  151,516  38 

-  128,708  21 

-  71,215  55 

-  49,583  25- 

7,969  61 

-  $865,271  84 


A  concentration  of  the  public  deposites  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  was  a  measure  which 
grew  out  of  the  relation  between  that  establish- 
ment and  the  Gk)vemment ;  yet.  instead  of  hasten- 
ing it  through  favor,  it  was  resolved  to  let  it  have 
a  gradual  course,  so  as  to  consult,  in  a  due  degree, 
the  convenience  of  the  other  banks,  and  to  effect 
it  rather  by  letting  the  public  disbursements  fiadl 
upon  the  moneys  in  those  banks  than  by  direct 
transfer. 

But  a  state  of  things  took  place  in  the  month  oT 
February,  between  the  Banks  of  the  United  States 
and  North  America,  which  rendered  a  more  ex- 
peditious transfer  than  was  meditated,  for  the  mu- 
tual convenience  of  the  two  institutions. 

The  effect  of  this  was,  that  the  state  of  the 
Treasury,  on  the  1st  of  March,  stood  as  follows : 
In  the  Bank  of  the  United  States    -  $692,959  06- 
In  the  Bank  of  Massachusetts 
In  the  Bank  of  New  York  - 
In  the  Bank  of  North  America 
In  the  Bank  of  Providence  - 
In  the  Bank  of  Maryland     - 


31,769  05 
32,352  52 
31,515  74 
8,404  94 
34,752  85 


Making,  together 


-  $831,754  16^ 


But  at  this  time  there  was  in  the  Bank  of  New 
York,  from  the  proceeds  of  the  Foreign  biUs^ 
$121,984  71,  not  transferred  to  the  account  of  the 
Treasurer. 

This  accumulation,  however,  in  the  Bank  oT 
the  United  States  was  of  very  snort  duration. 

On  the  1st  of  April  ensuing,  the  state  of  the  pub- 
lic cash  was  as  follows : 
In  the  Bank  of  the  United  States    - 
In  the  Bank  of  New  York  - 
In  the  Bank  of  North  America 
In  the  Bank  of  Massachusetts 
In  the  Bank  of  Providence  - 
In  the  Bank  of  Maryland    - 


$359,643  64 

254,930  41 

31,515  74 

37,712  58 

7,156  65 

60,418  3S 


Making,  together 


.  $751,377  34 


A  similar  state  of  things  lasted  to  the  1st  of 
June,  comparatively  more  disadvanta^^eous  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  receipts  of  pub- 
lic revenue  continued  to  go  into  the  Bank  of  Nr 
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York  till  the  Ist  of  April,  1792,  when  a  branch  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  began  to  operate 
in  that  city,  which  is  the  reason  of  the  sum  in  the 
Bank  of  New  York  bearing  so  near  a  proportion 
to  that  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  so 
far  exceeding  the  Bank  of  North  America.  By 
this  time,  alM>,  the  balance  of  the  proceeds  of  Fo- 
reign bills  had  been  passed  to  the  account  of  the 
Treasurer,  yet  still  remaining  in  deposite  in  the 
Bank  of  New  York. 

These  views  of  the  state  of  the  public  cash  are 
conformaUe  to  the  Treasurer's  statement  of  half- 
monthly  balances,  accompanying  my  Letter  of  the 
13th  instant. 

The  same  statement  will  show  that  a  propor- 
tion of  the  public  deposites  has  continuec^  suce 
the  1st  of  April,  1791^  in  the  State  banks— in  those 
of  North  America  and  New  York  down  to  the 
end  of  the  period  which  that  statement  embraces. 

From  these  details,  the  following  inferences  are 
deduciUe : 

That,  as  far  as  an3r  advantages  may  have  ac- 
crued from  the  deposites,  on  account  of  the  Fo- 
reign bills  drawn  prior  to  ApriL  1792,  they  ac- 
crued substantially  to  the  Banks  or  North  America 
and  New  York,  not  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  or  to  its  branches.  That,  in  transferring 
the  pecuniary  concerns  of  the  Government  from 
the  pre-ezistmg  banks  to  that  of  the  United  States 
and  Its  dependencies,  a  cautious  regard  has  been 
paid  to  the  convenience  of  the  former  institutions, 
and  the  reverse  oi  a  policy  unduly  solicitous  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  has  prevailed.  Indeed,  so  much  has  this 
been  the  case,  that  it  might  be  proved^  if  it  were 
pq[)er  to  enter  into  the  proof,  that  a  criticism  has 
been  brought  upon  the  conduct  (^  the  Depart- 
ment, as  consulting  less  the  accommodation  of  the 
last-mentioned  institution  than  was  due  to  ils  re- 
lation to  the  Qovemment  and  to  the  services  ex- 
pected from  it 

But  further  examinaticm  will  demonstrate  an- 
other ix)int,  which  is,  that  none  of  the  establish- 
ments in  question  have  received  any  accommoda- 
tions which  were  not  in  perfect  coincidence  with 
the  public  interest,  and  m  the  due  and  proper 
course  of  events. 

This  examination  will  be  directed  towards  two 
objects — one,  the  state  of  the  Treasury  at  the 
commencement  oi  each  quarter,  during  the  years 
1791  and  1792 ;  the  other,  the  state  of  the  market 
in  regard  to  the  prices  or  stock  during  die  same 
years. 

These  periods  are  selected  because  they  afford 
the  truest  criterion  of  the  state  of  the  Treasury, 
from  time  to  time,  being  those  at  which  the  prin- 
cipal public  payments  are  made,  and  for  which  it 
is  necessary  to  be  prepared  by  intermediate  accu- 
mulations. 

The  state  of  the  Treasury  at  the  periods  in  ques- 
tion was  as  follows : 

In  the  year  1791— 
January  1     .  .  .  .  $569,886  55 

Biarch  1        ...  -     373,434  53 

June  1  -  .  .  .     533,638  24 

Octoberl      ....     661^23399 


953,862  75 
751,377  34 
623,133  61 
420,914  51 


In  the  Tear  1792— 
January  1     - 

April  1         .  -  .  - 

Julyl  .... 

October  1     - 

In  the  year  1793— 
January  1     -  -  -  -     783J312  37 

This  appears  from  the  statements  Nos.  4  and  5, 
forwarded  with  my  last  Letter. 

The  state  of  the  stock  market  during  the  several 
quarters  of  the  same  years  was  as  follows : 

First  Quarter  of  1791. 

Six  per  cents.,  from  16s.  9d.  to  17s.  6d. 
Three  per  cents.,  from  8s.  6d.  to  9s.  4d. 
Deferred,  from        8s.    6d.    to      9b.    4d* 

Second  Quarter  of  1791. 

Six  per  cents.,  from  17s.  Od.  to  17s.  9d. 
Three  per  cents.,  from  9s.  Od.  to  10s.  Od. 
Deferred,  from       8s.  lid.    to      9s.    4d. 

Third  Quarter  op  1791. 

Six  per  cents,  from  17s.  lOd.  to  21s.  3d. 
Three  per  cents.,  from  9s.  9d.  to  12s.  5d* 
Deferred.  from        9s.    9d.    to    12s.  lOd. 

As  early  as  the  6th  of  August,  the  six  per  cents, 
had  a  temporary  rise  to  21s.,  but,  by  the  16th,  they 
had  fallen  to  20s.,  on  the  20th,  they  had  risen  to 
20s.  6d.,  and  were  sometimes  above  that  rate,  but 
never  lower  duringthe  rest  of  the  quarter. 

As  early  as  the  23d  of  July,  the  three  per  cents, 
had  reached  12s.^  and  were  sometimes  higher,  but 
never  lower  during  the  rest  of  the  quarter. 

On  the  23d  of  July  the  deferred  also  reached 
12s.,  and  afterwards  rose  to  12s.  6d. 

Fourth  Quarter  of  1791. 

Six  per  cents.,  from  20s.  4d.  to  228.  4d. 
Three  per  cents.,  from  12s.  2d.  to  13s.  8d. 
Deferred,  from      lis.    8d.    to    13s.    6d. 

The  prices  were  lowest  in  the  early,  and  high- 
est in  the  latter  part  of  the  quarter. 

During  the  whole  of  the  month  of  December, 
the  deferred  was  at  12s.  8d.  and  upwards,  the  great- 
est part  of  the  time  at  13s. 

First  Quarter  of  1792. 

Six  per  cents.,  from  21s.  Od.  to  25s.  Od. 
Three  per  cents.,  from  12s.  6d.  to  l5s.  Od, 
Deferred,  from      12s.    Od.    to    156.    Od.  ^ 

The  low  prices  were,  in  the  last  ten  days  of 
March. 

Second  Quarter  of  1792. 

Six  per  cents.,  from  206.  Od.  to  22s.  6d* 
Three  per  cents.,  from  12s.  Od.  to  13s.  9d* 
Deferr^  from      llii.    6d.    to    13s.    4d« 

Third  Quarter  of  1792. 

Six  per  cents.,  from  21s.  Od.  to  22s.  3d. 
Three  per  cents.,  from  12s.  4d.  to  136.  6d. 
Deferred,  from      12s.    3d.    to    138.    7d. 

Fourth  Quarter  of  1792. 

Six  per  cents.,  from  20s.  2d.  to  21s.  ^. 
Three  per  cents.,  from  12s.  3d.  to  13$.  6d. 
Deferred,  from      lis.  lOd.    to    138.    6d. 
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In  October,  the  deferred  WMftttkelugheflt.  The 
<lowe0t  prices  were  in  the  month  of  Deoen^r. 

This  riew  of  the  subject  is  deny ed  from  a  state- 
ment of  prices,  pursuant  to  actual  purchases  and 
Mies,  furnished  oy  a  dealer  of  this  cit^,  respectable 
for  his  intelligence  and  probity,  combined  with  the 
Accounts  from  time  to  time  published  in  the  Qa- 
f  elte  of  the  United  States.  The  papers  madted 
(A  z)  and  (B  y)  are  tranwnittedfor  the  more  par-! 
ticuUr  inlMmaUon  of  the  House  on  this  head.      ' 

The  .market  piice^  of  stock  no  doubt  varied  at 
other  places ;  at  some  may  have  been  higher,  at 
others  lower.  At  Philadelphia,  too,  it  is  Mlieyed 
tiiat  small  sums  were  obtainable  at  particular  pe- 
riods, from  necessitous  indiriduals,  below  the 
prices  in  the  statement. 

But  there  is  good  ground  of  reliance  that  it  is 
n4>stantially  a  just  representation  of  the  state  of 
tne  stock  market  duri^  the  periods  to  which  it> 
refers. 

The  state  of  the  Treasury  from  the  first  of  Ja-; 
nuary  to  the  first  of  October^  jl7M,  may  be  said  to; 
b^ye  been  at  its  proper  leyel,  e^ibiting  none,  or; 
an  inoonsiderable  excess  beyond  tjiie  sum  wbiqh, 
has  bee|i  mentioned  as  necessary  to  be  there,  andj 
concejcniog  which  ft  further  ej(plap«tiQn  has  beenj 

fromisedijand  will  be  given  in  the  course  of  thjis| 
tetter*    The  public  purchase?  in  August  and  Sep- 
tember, 1791,  amounted  to  $349,7^  99. 

In  the  last  quarter  ot  the  year  ;1791,  beginning' 
with  the  month  of  November,  and  the  £rst  ouar- 
,ter  of  the  yev  1792,  tbc^re  appears  to  have  oeen 
an  excess  of  some  magnitude  in  the  Treasury, 
being  from  about  1250^000  to  about  $450,000. 
Takmg  the  first  quarter  of  1792  as  the  truest  cri-i 
terion,  (which  it  certainly  was,  because^  at  the 
expiration  of  that  quarter,  the  payment  of  interest 
.Qa  the  assumed  debt  began,  and  was  to  be  pro- 
ved for,)  the  real  excess  ought  to  be  considered 
as  $250,000,  with  the  addition  of  about  180,000 
then  in  the  Bank  of  North  America,  from  the  pro- 
ceeds of  Amsterdam  bills,  beyond  tne  advances  of 
the  Bank  for  the  public  service,  which  bad  not 
been  passed  into  tne  Treasurer's  account.  It  is 
proper  to  remark  that  the  course  of  importations 
occasions  large  receipts  in  the  latter  part  of  each 
year,  which  circumstance  oontribuled  to  the  ac- 
cumulation in  question. 

From  the  last  of  November  to  about  the  21st  of 
March,  an  investment  of  the  excess  on*hand  in 
purchases  was  impracticable. 

To  enable  the  House  to  understand  what  is 
meant  by  saying  that  purchases  were  impractica- 
ble during  that  period,  it  is  necess»ary  to  add.  that 
the  prices  of  stock  exceeded  tl^  limits  whicn  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  had  pre- 
■eribed  to  themselves.  Indeed,  a  large  proportion 
of  the  time  those  prices  were  manilfstly  artificial, 
and  such  as  predicted  a  great  fall  not  tar  distant 
The  delay  incurred  was  accordingly  well  compen- 
sated by  the  prices  at  which  investments  wore 
afrerwards  made. 

From  the  21st  of  Marok  to  the  29lh  of  April, 
Durchases  were  effected  to  the  extent  of  $242^ 
Si  in  specie ;  within  i80,000  or  190,000  of  what 
could  have  been  spared,  consistently  with  the  rule 


whioh  has  been  mentioaed.  as  proper  to  regulate 
the  anang^nienl^  of  the  Trieasury. 

But  two  ciroumstaneee  operated  against  a  fea- 
ther investment^-a  spdden  rise  of  prices^  and  a 
state  of  tempoiEary  disorder  in  the  tvo  ynneinaf 
mercantile  scenes  ^  the  eowttry,  (ooeaaumed^br 
the  exceenve  speculations  ^t  had  preceded^ 
which  admonished  the  Tseaswy  to  be  cautioiis 
in  its  disbursements. 

It  results  from  the  foregoing  view  of  the  sob- 
jeet,  that,  as  |u  as  any  :extiraordinaEy  sum  may 
appear  to  have  jremained  onen^ployed  an  the  banks 
a  k)ager  tejtmtthan  WAS  deeilab^  k  j^^ 
sentially  from  a  state  of  things  wnich  did  aot  per- 
mit its  employment,  and  is  m  no  degree  attrtbu- 
taUe  to  that  spirit  of  favoritism  lowvds  those  aa- 
tablishments,  or  any  of  them>  w^h  has  been 
imagined,  as  the  aolmion  of  appearanoes  not  righi- 
ly  understood  and  much  arei^iated. 

The  only  question,  then,  of  which  the  maittr  is 
susceptible  is  this :  Was  not  the  state  of  things 
that  did  take  plaee  to  liave  been  foreseen,  so  as  to 
have  influencisd  ihe  drawing  for  a4>roporti(»ahly 
less  sum  1 

This  quesHon  may  safely  be  answeied  in  die 
native. 

The  billsj  the  pcopeeds  of  which  contributed  to 
constitute  tne  excess,  which  femained  imeauploi^ 
ed  during  the  two  quaiters,  were  drawn  in  May, 
1791.  In  that  month,  the  highest  prices  of  stock 
were  ^7s.  2d.  for  six  per  cents.,  Os.  2d.  lor  thive 
per  cents.,  and  9s.  3d.  tor^efened. 

No  reasonable  anticipation,  at  this  junetnre,  of 
the  progressive  rise  of  stock  could  have  carried  it 
in  so  short  a  time  to  the  hei|^t  which  it  attained, 
or  beyond  the  Umits  within  which  purdiases  were 
deemed  advantageous.  The  i^id  and  extrawdi- 
nary  rise  which  did  ensue  was,  in  fact,  artificial 
and  violent,  such  as  no  diacieet  calculation  atjpto- 
babilities  could  have  pre-aapposed.  It,  therettne. 
cannot  impeach  the  prudence  or  eiiiedienoy  or 
having  made  provision,  on  a  diffiereat  supposition, 
for  an  extension  of  purchases. 

The  proceeds  or  the  bills  which  were  dcavn 
subsequent  to  May ,  only  began  to  be  eoUected  about 
the  b^inning  of  Februaiy,and  ccNutinued  in  col- 
lection until  the  29th  of  March.  On  the  2d  ef 
February,  the  sum  received  amounted  to  no  more 
than  $13,431  33. 

These  last  bills  wece  drawn  when  the  rapid  rise 
of  stock  commenced,  and  were  sold  u^on  a  etedh 
of  three  months*  It  was  a  natunl  coi^ieoture  that 
a  rise  so  sudden  and  violent  could  not  be  of  io^g 
duration,  and  that  a  d^ension  would  shaitiTsuc- 
ceedj  which  would  afford  an  opportunity  ot  pw- 
chasutf  ^ith  advantage,  and  render  the  iaten«a- 
tion  of  public  purchases  advantageous,  ia  Hioie 
than  one  respect  The  event  iuUy  coaeBponded 
with  the  anticipation. 

With  regitrd  to  ^e  biUs  drawn  in  April  kat,  it 
has  been  stated  that  they  were  dueeted  to  be  sold 
upon  a  credit  of  six  months;  tluit  thoee  draws  in 
July,  Augast,  and  October,  were  made  payiUa, 
one  moiety  in  two,  the  other  moiety  in  four  moalbi. 
Hence,  with  a  moderate  allowance  fat  delay  in 
the  sales^  the  period  contemplated  hf  the 
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ment  for  Uxecomm^cemeut  of  receipts  was  the 
moiith  of  October,  that  for  their  consummation 
the  month  of  February- 

The  inducements  to  the  drawing  of  these  bills 
hare  been  stated.  The  present  examinaticm  has 
^^lation  merely  to  the  question  whether  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  by  premeditation  of  this  De- 
partment, or  subsequent  omissions,  had  enjoyed 
any  undue  advantage  from  the  deposites  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  bills  at  the  end  of  the  year  1792, 
die  point  of  time  to  which  this  inquiry  has  re- 
ference. 

The  statement  which  has  been  made  as  to  the 
time  the  moneys  received  to  that  period  had  re- 
mained in  deposite  might  alone  be  relied  upon  as 
p,  sufficient  answer.  If  delinouency  can  be  attach- 
ed to  the  non^employmeiit  of  one  qr  two  hundrinl 
thousand  dollars  fo^r  a  few  weeks,  in  the  money 
operations  of  a  nation,  it  implies  a  minuteness  of 
responsibility  which  could  never  be  encountered 
witn  prudence,  and  never  will  be  fulfilled  i|i  prac- 
tice. The  distractions  of  attention  incident  to  a 
great  and  complicated  scene  of  business,  would 
luone  disappoint  the  e^qpectatipn. 

But  I  have  more  than  this  to  offer  ^pon  the  pre- 
.aent  ocoasioti.  The  opportunity  for  investing  the 
moneys  on  hand,  durii^  die  period  in  question, 
was  not  fatVorabh.  This  was  experienced  by  the 
Treasurer,  in  his  endeavors  to  invest  ^e  fund 
furising  from  the  interest  on  the  purchased  Debt. 
There  was  no  part  but  the  deferred  which  could 
be  had  at  all  within  the  limits  prescribed.  Seve- 
ral indications  of  an  approaching  seaspn  more  ad- 
vantageous for  purchases  were  discernible,  4ud  a 
better  employment  of  the  money  than  at  the  then 
prices  presented  Uself  to  the  option  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. This  mode  of  employing  it  formed,  m  my 
mind,  part  of  a  general  plan  for  th?  regular  re- 
demption of  the  Public  Debt,  according  to  the 
right  reserved  to  the  Government  The  one  per 
cent  which  mi^ht  be  saved  was  regarded  as  one 
means  of  constituting  the  proposed  annuities. 

Accordingly,  on  the  SOth  of  November  last,  pur- 
suant to  a  reference  of  the  22d  of  that  month,  and 
connected  with  the  plan  of  redemption  contem- 
j;>lated,  I  submitted  to  the  House  of  Repre^entar 
tives  a  proposition  for  applying  tne  moneys  in 
question  towards  discharging  the  Debt  which  the 
Ck>vemment  owes  to  the  Bank)  s^d  ^pon  which 
Itn  interest  of  six  per  cent  is  payable.  This  was 
manifestly,  at  the  time  of  th?  proposition,  the  most 
profitable  use  that  could  be  made  of  the  fund.  It 
ha^  been  already  stated  that  it  would  produce  a 
saving,  if  extended  to  the  whole  two  millions,  worth 
to  the  Government  an  annual  sum  of  twenty  thour 
sand  dollars — equal  to  a  capital  of  four  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

Thb  proposition  tended  to  accelerate  the  em- 
ployment of  the  moneys  on  hand,  in  a  way  the 
most  beneficial  to  the  Government,  and,  conse- 
quently, to  shorten  the  duration  of  the  advantage 
to  the  banks  qf  holding  them  by  way  of  deposit^. 
I  submit  it  to  the  candor  of  the  House,  whether  it 
be  not  full  evidence  that  there  was  no  disposition 
on  my  part  to  prolong  to  those  institutions  a  bene- 
(t  at  the  expense  of  Uie  Government 


The  proposition  itself  :hi»  wA  yet  received  the 
decision  of  the  Hoa^e. 

Another  ground  upon  iwhiqb  the  suggestion  q( 
mismanagement  and  undpe  concession  to  the  in- 
terest of  the  banks  has  been  founded,  respects  the 
Domestic  Loans  which  have  beep  obtained.  Tho^e 
of  them  which  have  been  made  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  are  representedas  unnecessary,  tend- 
ing to  afford  an  emolument  to  that  institution,  i» 
which  the  United  States  had  no  equivalent  advan- 
tage. 

4t  will  conduce  to  n  cotxeot  judgment  of  this 
matter  to  resume  a  point  already  touched  upon, 
and  to  add  here  the  further  illustrations  of  it  vrhich 
have  been  promised,  to  wit :  that  it  0|Ught  to*  be  a 
general  principle  to  have  constantly  in  the  com- 
mand of  tbe  Treasury,  at  its  different  places  of  de- 
posite, a  sum  of  about  $^,000-— a  principle,  too, 
which  must  be  understood  with  reference  to  the 
be^^innings  of  the  quarters  of  a  year,  wh^  the 
chief  public  payments  are  made  and  making. 

The  following  observations  wilLapply  geiMnU|r 
to  the  balances  which  appear  at  the  eommenoe- 
ment  of  each  quarter.  The  greatest  part  of  :the 
interest  for  the  preceding  quarter  wilt  have  been 
then  deducted)  but  a  pact  is  always  in  a  diforent 
situation. 

The  payment  of  interest  upon  a  Public  Debt,  at 
thirteen  difiein^t  places,  is  an  operation  as  diffiook 
and  complicated  as  it  is  new.  In  carrying  it  into 
execution,  it  is  of  necessity  to  lodge,  for  aome  time 
previous  to  the  expiratiop  of  each  quarter,  at  se- 
veral of  the  Loan  Offices,  drafts  of  tne  Treasuier 
for  the  sums  estimated  to  be  necessary  at  thoae 
offices,  with  blanks  for  the  directi<m,  ani  with  1^ 
berty  to  the  respective  officers  to  dispose  of  them 
upon  diffiirent  places,  as  a  demand  accrues.  This 
arrangement  has  an  eye  to  two  purposea-^to  avoid 
larse  previous  accumulations  at  particular  points ; 
toiaciiitate  thepUcing  of  therequisitesums  where 
they  are  wanteo,  without  the  transportation  of  apa- 
cie.  The  allowing  of  the  drafts  to  be  disposed  of 
on  several  places  gives  laiger  scope  to  a  deinand 
for  them,  ana  renders  them  more  easily  saleable. 
But  it  is  a  consequence  of  this,  that  a  part  of  the 
drafts  are  often  not  placed  and  brought  into  the 
accounts  of  the  Treasurer  until  some  time  after 
the  expiration  of  the  quarter.  The  fund  for  them 
of  course  appears  on  hand  until  the  transaction  is 
completed. 

Connected  witb  the  curcumstance  of  paying  the 
interest  upon  the  Public  Debt  at  different  places  is 
this  further  consequence :  the  transfiers  continual- 
ly going  on  from  one  office  to  another  render  it 
impossible  to  know  at  any  moment  when  provis- 
ion for  the  payment  of  interest  is  to  be  made,  what 
svupA  is  requisite  at  each  place,  flstimate  must 
supply  the  want  of  knowledge ;  and,  to  avoid  dis- 
appointment anywhere,  the  estimate  must  alwavs 
be  large,  and  a  correspondent  sum  placed  in  tae 
power  of  the  Commissioners.  This  circumstance 
alone  requires  an  extra  sum  at  the  different  plaeet 
of  payment  which  ought  not  to  be  computed  f^t 
less  t^n  $50,000. 

Agam :  the  sums  payable  on  account  of  ,the  Civil 
l4s^  at  .the  epd  of  eaiph  quarter,  which  amount  to 
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about  fiAy  thousand  dollars  exclusive  of  what  re- 
lates to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  are  alwavs 
in  a  course  of  payment  for  some  time  within  tne 
succeeding  quarter.  The  fund  for  them,  conse- 
quently, appears  in  the  moneys  on  hand  at  the  be- 
ginnin^r  or  such  quarter. 

A^jam :  there  are  constantly  considerable  arrears 
of  existing  appropriations,  for  which  demands  on 
the  Treasury  are  at  every  moment  possible ;  the 
times  when  they  will  be  presented,  and  to  what 
extent,  at  any  given  time,  oeing  in  a  great  degree 
contingent  The  arrears  for  the  different  objects  of 
the  Vfki  Department  can  seldom  be  estimated  at 
less.than  $150,000. 

It  is  presumed  to  be  a  clear  principle  that  the 
Treasury  ought  to  be  always  ready  to  face  such 
arrears  as  may  be  claimed  at  every  instant  or  with- 
in any  short  period.  An  hour's  distress  or  em- 
barrassment, to  make  good  a  public  payment,  al- 
ready due,  would  be  baneful  to  public  credit.  It 
has  been  a  uniform  maxim  of  the  present  adminis- 
tration of  the  Treasury  never  to  nsk  such  distress 
OT  embarrassment. 

Independently,  therefore,  of  the  weighty  con- 
sideration of  bemg  prepared  (especially,  with  a  war 
on  hand,liaUe  every  moment  to  greater  extension) 
for  future  casualties,  the  mere  satisfaction  of  ar- 
rears ought  to  cause  the  constant  reservation  of  a 
sum  that  would  be  moderately  stated  at  half  the 
sum  which  it  has  been  alleged  ought  always  to  be 
in  the  Treasury.  It  is  to  l^  observed,  that  it  does 
not  oAen  happen  that  the  current  receipts  to  be 
expected  in  any  immediatelv  succeeding  quarter 
are  likely  to  exceed  the  probaole  expenditure  of  the 
quarter.  The  reverse  b  as  oAen  the  case.  Hence  the 
greater  necessity  of  maintaining  a  constant  surplus. 

There  are  still  other  considerations  of  weight, 
in  a  just  estimate  of  the  point  in  question. 

The  sum  stated  as  necessary  to  be  always  in  the 
command  of  the  Treasury  is  never  in  fact  at  the 
Seat  of  the  Qovemment,  where  far  the  greatest 
part  of  the  public  disbursements  are  to  be  made. 
The  depositories  of  it  are  the  several  banks  from 
Charieston  to  Boston.  The  whole  sum,  therefore, 
can  never  be  brought  into  immediate  action  for 
answering  the  claims  upon  the  Treasury.  No  part 
can  be  properly  viewed  as  in  this  situation  beyond 
New  York  on  the  one  side,  and  Baltimore  on  the 
other.  Whatever  part  is  more  remote  than  those 
points  ouffht  not  to  be  regarded  as  capable  of  being 
oommanded  in  less  time,  upon  an  average,  than 
sixtv  days,  making  allowance  for  the  usual  delays 
in  the  sale  of  bills,  and  the  usual  terms  of  credit, 
which  experience  has  shown  to  be  convenient. 

In  estimating  the  effective  sum  at  any  time  on 
hand  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  it  is  neces- 
sary to  be  known  that  a  practice  for  tne  simplifi- 
cation of  the  Treasurer's  Dank  account  begun  with 
the  Bank  of  North  America,  has  been  continued 
with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  of  this  na- 
ture :  the  bills  drawn  by  the  Treasurer  upon  dis- 
tant places^  and  deposited  with  the  Bank  for  sale, 
are  immediately  passed  to  his  credit  as  cash,  though 
they  are  allowed  to' be  sold  at  credits  from  thirty 
to  sixty  days,  and  it  b  understood  that  the  pro- 
ceeds are  not  demandaUe  of  the  Bank  till  they 


are  collected.  Hence,  the  apparent  sum  in  die 
Bank  of  the  United  States  b  always  greater  than 
the  real,  sometimes  to  a  larc^  amount. 

The  aeductioDs  to  be  made  for  this  circumstance 
are  shown  in  the  Treasurer's  half-monthly  state- 
ment of  balances,  No.  5,  befidnning  with  the  1st  <^ 
June,  1792,  and  ending  wiUi  the  1st  of  January, 
1793.  The  period  begun  with  b  that  when  the 
first  instalment  of  the  Loan  from  the  Bank  was 
payable,  and  has  been  selected  for  this  reason. 

The  propriety  of  these  deductions  appears  to 
have  been  objected  to,  by  anticipation,  on  two 
gTOund»— one,  that  the  bills  deposited  answer  aU 
tne  purposes  of  cash,  and  ought  to  be  credited  as 
sucl^  on  the  receipt  of  them ;  the  other,  that "  there 
b  a  reffolar  and  constant  influx  of  moneys  into  the 
Bank,  Dy  the  operation  of  these  bills,  and  that  itb 
not  very  material  whether  a  bill  lodged  in  the 
Bank  to-day  should  be  paid  to-day,  provided  some- 
thing like  the  same  sum  should  be  paid  in  conse- 
quence of  a  bill  lodged  in  Bank  one  or  two  months' 
agO;  and  the  bill  of  to-day  should  be  paid  <Mie  or 
two  months  hence." 

Neither  the  one  nor  the  other  of  these  two  posi- 
tions b  correct. 

In  no  sense  are  the  notes  of  the  purchasers  c€ 
the  bills,  which  are  taken  payable  in  thirty,  forty- 
five,  and  sixty  days,  the  same  thing  to  a  bank  as 
cash.  It  b  evident  it  could  not  pay  its  own  biUs 
with  those  notes.  In  thb  primary  particular,  there- 
fore, the  comparison  fails.  Neither  could  it  make 
discounts  upon  the  basis  of  those  notes  as  cash ; 
because  every  discount  gives  a  right  to  a  borrower 
to  call  and  receive  in  coin,  if  he  pleases,  the  amount 
of  the  sum  discounted.  Notes  are  not  coin,  nor 
do  they  confer  an  e^ual  power  to  pay.  It  b  true, 
that  a  Dank  will,  in  its  discounts,  maxe  some  cal- 
culation on  expected  receipts  \  but  it  can  never 
consider  them  as  equivalent  to  cash  in  hand,  nor 
operate  upon  them  m  any  degree  to  the  same  ex- 
tent as  upon  equal  sums  in  cash.  If  notes  pay- 
able at  future  periods  were  equivalent  to  cash,  then 
every  discount  made  by  a  bani  would  confer  a  fa- 
culty to  make  another  for  an  equal  sum  \  for  there 
b  always  a  note  deposited  for  the  sum  discounted, 
and  the  power  of  discounting  might,  by  the  mere 
exercise  of  it,  become  infinite.  An  nypothesis  of 
thb  kind  will  never  be  acted  upon  by  any  pru- 
dent directors  of  a  bank,  and  could  not  be  fonj^ 
acted  upon  without  ruin  to  the  institution.  It  is 
to  be  observed,  that  the  great  profitable  business 
of  a  bank  consbts  in  discounting. 

There  b  but  one  light  in  -miich  the  position 
under   examination  b   in  any  deg^ree  founded. 
It  b  this,  that,  were  it  not  for  the  instrumentality 
of  the  bills,  the  specie  of  the  Bank  would  be  some- 
times remitted  for  purposes  which  are  answered 
by  the  bills.    As  often  as  thb  happens,  they  area 
substitute  to  the  Bank  for  cash,  bcN[»use  they  pre- 
vent equivalent  sums  from  being  carried  away. 
But  this  only  sometimes  happens.    In  numerous 
instances,  the  enterprises  to  which  the  bilb  are 
subservient,  would  not  be  undertaken  at  aU,  were 
it  not  for  the  power  of  anticipation  which  die 
credits  upon  them  afford.    In  many  other  in- 
stances, the  biDs  of  the  Bank  itoelf  would  be 
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mitted  instead  of  specie ;  in  others,  private  bills 
would  be  substituted ;  in  others^,  mutual  credits 
between  the  merchants,  to  be  liquidated  in  the 
course  of  mutual  dealing,  would  supply  the  call. 
Hence  it  is  only  true  that  Treasury  bills  some- 
times answer  the  purpose  of  cash  to  the  Bank, 
whence  it  does  not  follow  that  theyr  ousht  always 
to  be  considered  and  credited  definitively  as  casn. 
It  is  also  true,  though  in  a  less  decree,  that  notes 
deposited  witn  the  Bank  hj  individuals  for  collec- 
tion, sometimes  answer  to  it  the  purposes  of  cash ; 
but  it  will  be  readily  perceived  that  it  would  be 
inadmissible,  as  a  general  rule,  to  receive  and 
credit  them  as  such.  The  effect  in  both  cases 
would  be,  that  the  Bank  would  make  an  advance 
of  a  present  sum  without  interest,  for  a  sum  to  be 
received  in  future. 

An  arrangement,  indeed,  has  been  for  some  time 
depending  ^tween  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
and  the  Treasury,  for  securing  to  the  Government 
the  advantage  or  an  immediate  absolute  credit  for 
the  bills  deposited,  as  so  much  cash,  to  be  coupled 
with  some  collateral  accommodations  to  the  Bank. 
But  it  has  not  yet  been  carried  into  effect.  The 
fact  heretofore  has  been  as  stated,  and  the  reason- 
ing, to  be  just,  must  proceed  on  that  Imsis.  The 
last  of  the  two  positions  which  have  been  cited, 
has  still  less  foundation  than  the  first. 

A  sum  received  to-day^  for  a  bill  deposited  two 
months  past,  can  in  no  view  be  deemed  a  substi- 
tute for  the  amount  of  a  bill  deposited  to-day,  to 
be  received  two  months  hence.  It  is  to  be  remem- 
bered, that  the  'amount  of  the  first  bill  was  itself 
credited  at  the  time  of  the  deposite ;  and  that  the 
sum  received  to-day  on  that  account,  can  only 
realize  the  antecedent  credit.  It  cannot  repre- 
sent, or  be  an  equivalent  for  the  future  receipt 
upon  a  different  bill.  To  aflirm  that  it  could,  is 
to  make  one  sum  the  representative  of  two.  The 
consequence  of  the  reasoning  would  be,  that  the 
Government  ought  to  receive  the  money  paid  in 
to-day  as  a  satisfaction,  as  well  for  the  bill  depo- 
sited to-day,  as  for  that  which  was  deposited  two 
months  past, 

Making  the  proper  deductions  on  account  of  the 
bills,  the  amount  of  the  effective  cash  in  the  banks 
at  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  Baltimore,  was, 
on  the  1st  of  June,  $587,091  11 ;  in  other  banks, 
there  was  then  also  the  further  sum  of  $9,591  89, 
making,  together,  $596,683.  The  amount  of  the 
effective  cash  on  the  2d  of  July,  in  the  banks  at 
Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  Baltimore,  was 
$217,234  76 ;  there  were  then  also  in  the  other 
banks,  $184,998  85;  making,  together,  $402,233  61. 
The  amoimt  of  the  effective  cash  on  the  1st  of 
October,  in  the  banks  at  Philadelphia,  New  York, 
and  Baltimore,  was  $244,394  27 ;  there  were  then 
also  in  the  other  banks,  $145,420  24;  making, 
toeether,  $389,814  51. 

The  deductions  for  bills  at  the  several  periods 
were.  June  1st,  $157,508  33 ;  July  2d.  $220,900 ; 
October  1st,  $31,100 ;  so  that,  including  the  bills 
at  that  epoch,  the  whole  sum  in  the  banks  at  Phi- 
ladelphia, New  York,  and  Baltimore,  amounted  to 
no  more  than  $275,494  27 ;  the  sums  in  the  other 
bulks,  to  $145,420  24. 


On  the  1st  of  June,  there  were  paid  on  account 
of  the  Debt  to  France,  $100,000 ;  the  day  follow- 
ing, the  first  instalment  of  $100,000^  on  account  of 
the  Loan  from  the  Bank,  was  received.  On  the 
30th  of  June,  the  second  instalment  of  $100,000 
was  received.  These  two  instalments,  amounting 
to  $200,000,  are  included  in  the  sum  of  $217,234  76, 
which,  on  the  2d  of  July,  constituted  the  cash  in 
all  the  banks  at  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and 
Baltimore. 

About  the  beginning  of  August  another  instal- 
ment on  account  of  the  Loan  of  tne  Bank  was  re- 
ceived, and  on  the  29th  of  September,  another, 
making,  with  the  preceding  ones,  $400,000.  This 
sum  was  involved  in  the  Indance  in  the  Treasury 
on  the  1st  of  October,  which,  it  has  been  seen,  did 
not  exceed  in  the  banks  at  and  near  the  Seat  ot  the 
Government,  including  even  unsold  and  unpaid 
bills.  $275,494  27 ;  and  comprehending  the  sums 
in  all  the  other  banks,  amounted  to  no  more  than 
$420,914  51. 

From  the  foregoing  detail,  it  appears  that,  ex- 
cluding the  $200,000  received  on  Loan  of  the 
Bank;  of  the  United  States  in  the  month  of  June, 
there  would  have  been,  on  the  2d  of  July,  1792,  in 
the  command  of  the  Treasury  at  those  places, 
from  which  immediate  supplies  may  be  derived, 
no  greater  sum  than  $17,234  76 ;  that,  excluding 
the  $400,000  before  that  time  received  on  Loan  of 
the  same  Bank,  there  would  have  been  on  the  1st 
of  October,  1792,  an  absolute  deficiency  within  the 
scene  described,  of  $124,505  73 :  that  the  whole 
balance  then  in  the  Treasury,  wheresoever  depo- 
sited, amounted  only  to  $420,914  51,  and,  exclud- 
ing tne  Loan  of  the  Bank,  would  not  have  been 
more  than  $20,914  51. 

There  must  be  some  very  radical  error  in  my 
conceptions  of  the  proper  condition  of  the  Trear 
sury,  if  it  was  not  in  a  sufficiently  low  state  during 
the  whole  period  under  consideration ;  and  if  it 
be  not  demonstrated  that  the  moneys  taken  of  the 
Bank  on  Loan  were  necessary  for  the  public  ser- 
vice, and  were  obtained  with  a  due  regard  to 
economy. 

There  are  circumstances  which  still  further 
manifest  the  attention  which  has  been  paid  to 
this  point.  The  powers  given  to  make  L<»ns  for 
domestic  purposes  at  different  times,  up  to  the 
8th  of  Ma^^  1792,  comprehend  an  aggregate  of 
$1,053,355  74 ;  the  sums  which  have  been  actu- 
cdly  obtained  upon  interest,  amount  to  no  more 
than  $455,000. 

The  contract  upon  which  the  $400,000  were  ob- 
tained, was  made  the  25th  of  May,  1792,  extend- 
ing to  $523,500,  and  contemplating  the  payment 
of  $400,000  of  that  sum  by  the  Bemk,  m  equal 
monthly  instalments,  beginning  on  the  1st  of  June, 
and  enoing  the  1st  of  Septeml^r;  the  residue  on 
the  1st  of  January,  1793, 

Previous  to  the  making  of  that  contract,  there 
had  been  stipulated  to  be  paid,  on  account  of  the 
French  Debt,  for  the  supplies  to  St  Domingo, 
$400,000,  of  which  one-fourth  was  paid  in  March, 
another  fourth  was  payable  on  the  1st  of  June, 
another  fourth  on  the  1st  of  Septeml^,  another 
fourth  on  the  Ist  of  December. 
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Particular  causes  rendered  it  an  accommodation 
to  the  agents  of  France,  to  postpone  and  subdivide 
the  September  instalment.  A  similar  postpone- 
ment took  place  with  regard  to  the  instument 
parable  by  the  Bank  on  the  1st  of  September, 
which  was  not  demanded  till  the  latter  end  of  the 
month,  and  the  remainder  of  the  sum  contracted 
for  has  not  yet  been  demanded.  The  spirit  of  the 
precaution  which  secured  to  the  public  the  privi- 
fege  of  making  or  forbearing  its  calls,  according 
to  circumstances,  needs  no  comment. 

There  remain  to  be  npticed  two  circumstances, 
which  will  serve  to  throw  additional  Ught  upon 
the  conduct  ^hich  has  been  observed  with  regard 
to  the  sums  from  time  to  time  kept  on  hand.  A 
comparison  of  the  sums  in  the  Treasury,  during 
the  years  1791  and  1792,  will  contradict  the  idea 
of  any  disposition  to  suner  the  public  moneys  to 
accumulate  for  the  benefit  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  and  its  subdivisions,  and  will  at  the 
same  time  indicate  the  general  rule  which  bus 
governed.  In  this  comparison,  it  is  necessary  to 
recollect  that  larger  operations  were  to  be  per- 
formed in  1792. 

It  may  be  objected^  that  the  rule  laid  down  has 
been  on  several  occasions  exceeded.  How  this  has 
happened  at  certain  periods,  has  been  explained. 
But  there  is  a  view  of  the  subject  which  yriH 
throw  further  light  upon  it. 

The  sums  which  appear  on  hand  at  the  end  of 
any  quarter,  are  always  larger  on  a  retrospective, 
than  on  a  previous  view.  This  proceeds  from 
the  following  cause : 

The  jud^ent  to  be  formed  beforehand  of  the 
sums  whicn  will  be  received  within  any  future 
period,  must  of  necessitv  be  regulated  by  the  re- 
turns in  the  possession  ot  the  Treasury,  at  the  time 
the  examination  is  made.  As  these  come  forward 
with  more  or  less  punctuality,  that  judgment  will 
be  more  or  less  accurate ;  but  the  appearance  on 
the  returns  will  always  be  short  of  the  fact,  be- 
cause a  certain  number  of  returns,  at  anv  period 
of  examination,  will  necessarily  be  aencient. 
What  does  not  appear,  must  of  course  be  essen- 
.  tially  excluded  from  the  calculation  of  ike  receipts 
to  be  expected  within  any  near  period ;  because 
the  extent  of  the  sums  wnich  may  have  accrued 
beyond  those  shown  by  the  returns  in  hand,  is  un- 
known, and  it  is  stiu  more  uncertain  in  what 
months  the  payments  of  them  may  fiedl ;  and  the 
combinations  of  the  Treasury,  as  to  the  means  of 
fulfilling  the  demands  upon  it,  ought  to  proceed 
as  little  1^  possible  upon  conjectures  and  uncer- 
tainties. Monthly  abstracts  or  the  bonds  taken  at 
each  port^are  the  documents  which  serve  to  in- 
form the  Treasury  of  the  profiress  of  the  receipts 
upon  the  duties  of  imports.  From  these  a  gene- 
ral abstract  is  made  up  once  a  month  at  the  Trea- 
sury, for  the  information  of  the  Head  of  the  De- 
partment^howing  the  amount  payable  in  each 
month.  But  very  considerable  differences  appear 
from  one  month  to  another.  The  statement  CZ 
will  serve  as  an  illustration.  It  contains  a  com- 
parison of  the  sums  shown  by  two  Successive  ab- 
stracts, one  of  the  7th  of  November,  the  other  of 
the  7th  of  December  last,  for  » term  of  ten  months, 


distributed,  into  monthly  subdivisions.  The 
gregate  difference  upon  the  whole  term  betweon 
the  two  abstracts,  is  $495,308  73;  upon  two 
months,  beginning  with  November,  and  endin^r 
with  December,  it  is  $151,789  40;  upon  a  ooarter 
beginning  with  January,  and  ending  with  Mardb, 
it  is  $17£471  66 ;  upon  a  subsequent  quarter,  it 
is  $81,05d  81 ;  upon  a  still  subsequent  quarter,  it 
is  $87,991  86.  Hence  it  is  evident  that  an  ar- 
rangement founded  upon  the  abstract  of  the  7th  of 
Noven^ber,  would  suppose  a  receipt  during  a^ 
part  of  tl^e  time  emnraused  by  it,  even  the  most 
proximate,  conisiderahly  less  than  would  appear  Iqr 
the  abstract  only  one  month  later ;  and  it  muit 
always  happen,  from  this  circumstance,  that  the 
actual  receipts,  while  punctuality  is  preserved, 
will  exceed  the  anticipations  of  theiu,  &nd  that 
greater  bali^nces  will  be  found  to  exist  at  any 
given  period*  than  couM  have  been  beforehand 
safely  calculated  or  acted  upofi.  This  circum- 
stance, duly  considered,  will  be  a  further  and  pow- 
erful justification  of  the  conduct  pursued  generml- 
ly,  in  relation  to  the  moneys  from  time  to  time 
kept  on  hand,  and  particularly  with  reflurd  to  tl|e 
I^oans  of  the  Bank.  Low  as  the  stateof  Uie  Trea- 
sury appears  to  have  been  on  a  retrospective  view, 
when  the  moneys  upon  those  Loans  were  called 
for,  the  prospect,  at  each  time,  must  have  pre- 
sented the  appeiM^ce  of  a  less  competent  sufjply, 
or  a  g^eat^r  deficiency,  than  was  afterwards  s^ 
alized. 

I  am  not  sure  but  that  1  owe  an  applqgy  to  the 
House  for  taking  up  so  much  of  its  time  m  obvir 
ating  the  imputation  of  partiality  or  favoritism 
towards  the  banks.  The  aspect  under  which  I 
view  it,  admonishes  me  that  i  may  have  annexed 
to  it  greater  importance  than  was  intended  to  be 
given  to  it  by  its  authoip. 

That  a  disposition  friendly  to  the  accommoda- 
tion of  those  institutions,  as  far  as  mi^ht  be  con- 
sistent with  official  duty  and  the  public  mterest,  has 
characterized  the  conduct  of  the  Department,  will 
not  be  denied.  No  man,  placed  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  whatever  theoretic 
doubts  he  may  have  brought  into  it,  would  be  a 
single  month  without  surrendering  those  doubls 
to  a  full  conviction,  that  banks  are  essential  to  the 
pecuniary  operations  of  the  Government  No 
man,  having  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  proba- 
ble resources  of  the  country  in  the  article  of  specie, 
(which  he  would  with  caution  rate  beyond  the 
actual  revenues  of  the  Grovernment,)  would  rrfy 
upon  the  annual  collection  of  $4,500^00,  withoot 
the  instrumentality  of  institutions  that  give  a  con- 
tinual impulse  to  circulation,  and  prevent  the 
stagnation  to  be  otherwise  expected  from  locking 
up  from  time  to  time  large  sums  for  periodical 
disbursements,  to  say  nothing  of  the  accommoda- 
tions which  facilitate  to  the  merchant  the  pay- 
ment of  the  considerable  demands  made  upon  nim 
by  the  Treasury.  No  man,  practicallv  acquainted 
with  the  pecuniary  ability  of  indiviauals  in  this 
country,  would  count  upon  finding  the  means  of 
those  anticipations  of  the  current  revenue  for  the 
current  service,  which  have  been,  and  will  be  ne- 
cessary, from  any  other  source  than  that  of  the 
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banks.  No  pnident  administrator  of  the  finances 
of  the  country,  thet«fore,  bat  would  yield  to  the 
disposition  wmch  has  been  acknowledged  as  alike 
essential  to  the  interest  of  the  Government,  and 
to  the  satisfactory  discharge  of  hb  trust — a  dispo- 
sition which  would  nahirtuhr  lead  to  good  offices, 
within  the  proper  and  justifiable  bounds. 

After  the  explanation  which  has  been  oflfc^red, 
to  manifest  the  necessity  and  propriety  of  the 
Loans  made  of  the  Dank,  it  can  scarcely  lie  requi- 
site to  enter  into  a  refutation  of  the  process  by 
which  it  has  been  endearored  to  establish  that  the 
GoreTnment  payv  17  per  cent,  upon  those  Loans. 
The  state  of  the  Treasury  rendered  it  expedient  to 
borrow  the  sums  which  were  borrowed;  they 
hare  been  duly  received,  and  th^  rate  of  interest 
stipulated  upon  them  is  b  per  cent.  The  Qovem- 
ifient,then,  paysirooal^em  5per  cent.,  and  no  more. 

The  history  which'  was  given  in  my  last  Letter, 
of  the  course  and  situation  of  the  Forei|;n  ftmd, 
proves  that  the  supposition  from  which  the  infer- 
ence, of  paving  17  per  cent,  upon  the  Domestic 
lioan,  has  oeen  dra^n,  ia  erroneous.  The  ba- 
lances on  hand  at  the  respective  periods  in  ques- 
tion, are  the  residues  of  me  moneys  which  had 
been  received  firom  every  source,  including  the 
Loans,  foreign  and  domestic. 

But,  if  the  supposition  which  appears  to  have 
been  made  had  been  true,  it  was  still  impossible 
that  17  per  cent,  could  have  been  paid.  By  no 
construction  cui  the  rate  be  extendi  bevond  10. 
The  mean  interest  of  the  money  borroweu  abroad, 
including  charges,  is  5  per  cent.;  the  interest  sti- 
pulated to  be  paidf  on  the  Loan  from  the  BaAk  is 
also  5 ;  the  sum  of  the  two  is  10.  It  is  immaterial 
for  what  purpose  the  Foreign  ftmd  was  obtained, 
whether  to  pay  to  France  or  to  purchase  the  Debt; 
the  worst  consequence  that  can  resuh  is  douUe, 
noi  treble  interest.  The  interest  payable  to  France 
is  payable  for  moneys  borroweu  and  ^pent  during 
the  war.  It  can  n^ver  be  tnilj  siiid,  that  that  In- 
terest is  now  payable  on  any  existing  fund,  whether 
borrowed  in  Holland  or  lx>rrowed  in  the  United 
States,  or  borrowed  there  and  re-borrowed  here. 
It  can  never  serte  to  make  an  addition  to  the  cost 
or  charges  of  any  such  ftind.  ft  is  payable  upon 
one  long  since  procured  and  used. 

But  it  b  not  obvious  how  the  supposition  caihe 
to  be  entertained,  that  all  the  monefys  drawot  here 
from  the  Foreign  ftmd,had  been  borrowed  fbrthe 
payment  of  the  Debt  to  France.  The  presumption 
would  seem  to  have  been  more  natural^  that  they 
had  been  principally,  if  not  wht^,  mtroduced 
with  a  view  to  purchases  of  the  Debt,  and  cohse- 
quentlt  had  a  more  speciaA  ref^ence  to  the  act 
audionzing  a  Loan  for  that  purpose.  And  the 
fiict  b,  that  tins  was  the  destination  of  fat  the 
fffeatest  proportion  of  the  sums  drawn  fbr.  It  has 
oeen  stated  that  a  part  had  an  eye  to  the  supplies  to 
St.  Domingo,  and  that  another  part  wasimroduced 
with  a  view  to  the  payment  of  the  fbreign  officers. 

The  asdditional  oWrvations  to  which  I  shall  re- 
quest the  attention  of  the  House  will  apply  to  the 
coiuse  and  state  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  concerning 
which  I  transmitted  with  my  utst  communication 
three  statements,  numbered  I,  U,  and  III. 


To  give  a  more  collected  view  of  this  part  dt 
the  subject,  it  may  be  of  use  to  include  here  a  re« 
capitulation  of  some  ideas  which  have  been  stated 
in  other  places. 

It  is  the  course  and  practice  of  the  Department, 
jfor  all  public  moneys,  from  whatever  source  pro- 
ceeding, to  pass  into  tne  Treasury,  and  there  iQTdi 
a  common  ma^  subject,  under  the  responsibility 
of  the  officers  of  the  Department,  to  the  disposi- 
tions which  have  been  prescribed  by  law. 

The  surplus  at  Ae  end  of  the  year  1790,  appro- 

[ated   to   the    Sinking   Fund,   amounting   to 

1,374,656  40,  went,  as  it  was  received,  into  the 

'reasury. 

All  the  proceeds  of  the  bills  drawn  upon  the 
Foreign  fVind,  prior  to  April,  1792,  except  the  sum 
of  $177,998  80,  left  in  deposite  with  the  Bank  of 
NorUi  America,  for  reasotis  which  have  been  ex- 
plainedjpassed  from  time  to  time  into  the  Trea- 
sury, llie  vdiole  amount  of  the  sums  paid  ill  b 
$9(y/,294  S3. 

The  proc^dd^  of  the  bills  drawn  for,  in,  and  sub- 
sequent to,  April,  1792,  have  not  yet  passed  into 
the  Treasury.Tor  reasons  which  have  been  like- 
wise assignea.  It  would  have  been  done  befor^. 
this  time,  as  far  as  the  receipts  had  gone,  but  fbr 
the  present  inquiry,  which  temporarily  suspended 
it.  1  thou^t  It  best  to  make  no  alteration  in  the 
state  of  things  as  they  stood  when  it  b^san,  at 
least  till  aU  the  information  desired  had  been 
given.  Measures  will  now  be  taken  for  a  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts,  and  for  a  transfer  of  the  pro^ 
ceeds.  The  ^ole  amount  of  those  billk  paid  and 
unpaid,  including  an  estimated  sum  oi  mteresl^ 
win  be,  as  heret(3bre  stated,  j>lj220,476  10. 

The  whole  amount  of  the  biHs  drawn  b  ^,305,- 
769  13. 

Out  of  th*  Slinking  Fuhd  composed  of  the  sur- 
plus of  the  revenue,  to  the  end  of  1T90,  and  the 
proceeds  of  the  Forei^  biHs.  there  were  issued 
Irom  the  Treasury,  and  exoended  in  purchases,  to 
the  end  of  1792,  f9D7,770  65. 
!    For  reasons  which  haVe  been  stated,  it  was  fi- 
nally declined  advisable  to  place  those  purchases 
wholly  to  the  account  of  the  surplus  of  1790. 
■    Consequently,  there  remained  on  the  1st  of  Janu-' 
ary,  of  the  present  year,  $416,885  75,  of  the  above 
mentioned  surplus,  unapplied  to  purchases;  and' 
the  whole  of  the  Foreign  Fund,  except  the  sum  of 
$726,000,  paid;  and  reserved  to  be  paid,  for  the 
use  of  the  Colony  of  St.  Domingo,  and  the  sum  of 
$191,316  90  paid,  and  reserved  to  be  paid,  to  the 
ioreiffU  officers,  became  free  for  fliture  appfication. 
The  balance  or  the  proceeds  of  the  bills,  after  de- 
iducting  fbr  those  reservationsjs  $1,388,452  22. 

Since  the  1st  of  January,  It^  there  nave  been 
issued,  on  account  of  the  Foreign  Fund,  for  pur- 
chases, $284,901  89. 

The  practice  has  uniformTy  been,  not  to  sep»- 
rate  anj  of  the  moneys  belonging  to  the  Sinkmg 
Fund,  from  the  common  mass  of  the  moneys  m 
the  Treasury^  but  in  proportion  to  the  occasions 
of  investing  tnem  in  purchases. 


Hence  the  sum  of  $957,770  65,  issuedprevidus 
to  the  present  year,  and  the  sum  of  $284,901  89  ih- 
chiding  Ae  priseht  year^aking,  together,  $1,2^- 
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6T2  54,  are  all  the  moneys  which  hare  heen  ever  se- 
parated from  the  common  mass  of  the  Treasury, 
for  the  purpose  of  the  Sinking  Fund ;  the  whde  of 
which,  except  $49,286  74,  have  been  actually  ex- 
pendea  in  purchases. 

The  unapplied  sum  remains  deposited  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  except  a  small  balance 
of  $61  76  in  the  hands  of  William  Heth. 

From  the  abore  rule,  the  part  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  arising  from  interest  on  the  Debt  extinguish- 
ed by  purchases  or  otherwise,  is  to  be  excepted. 
The  practice  hitherto,  has  been  to  include  this  in- 
terest in  the  general  diyidend  of  each  quarter,  and 
the  warrant  issued  to  the  cashier  of  the  Bank  for 
paying  it.  The  statement  No.  3^  accompanyinff 
my  last  letter,  shows  the  application  of  this  nmd 
hitherto. 

The  law  directs  that  thb  fund  shall  be  invested 
within  thirty  days  after  each  Quarter.  This  pro- 
vision began  to  take  effect  on  the  1st  of  July  last 

But  the  investments  were  not  made  withm  the 
respective  times  prescribed.  This  proceeded  partly 
from  the  state  or  the  market,  and  partly  from  the 
regulations  adopted  by  the  Commissioners,  who 
were  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral, and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Their  regulations,  applying  to  the  two  first  quar- 
ters, limited  the  prices  to  certain  ratc»,  and  pre- 
scribed the  mode  of  sealed  proposals.  The  Trea- 
surer was  appointed  agent  for  ue  Commissioners. 

The  propooials,  with  regard  to  the  first  quarter, 
were  receivable  till  28th  of  July  inclusively ;  none 
were  offered,  as  the  Treasurer  reported  to  me,  and 
nothing  was  done. 

The  experiment  of  sealed  proposals  was  again 
tried  the  second  quarter,  with  somewhat  more, 
though  with  but  little  success.  The  restriction  to 
this  mode  of  proceeding  was  rescinded,  on  the  last 
day  of  the  thirty  allow^  for  purchasing,  and  some 
further  purchases  were  made,  but  the  whole  sum 
invested  was  only  $25,969  96. 

The  residue  of  this  fund,  except  some  small  sums 
noted  at  foot  of  statement  No.  3,  was  in  January  past. 

The  unapplied  part  of  the  surplus  of  1790  hav- 
ing been  expended  in  aid  of  the  receipts  of  1791, 
according  to  the  provision  which  was  made  for  that 
purpose,  will  remain  suspended  until  the  future  re- 
ceipts shall  so  far  exceed  the  current  dbburse- 
ments  as  to  produce  a  surplus  for  rei^acing  it. 

In  computing  the  amount  of  the  unapplied  Fo- 
reign Fund,  it  IS  necessary  to  take  into  the  account 
the  payments  made  from  it  during  the  years  1791 
and  1792,  on  account  of  the  interest  of  the  Foreign 
Debt. 

Provision  havingbeen  made  for  paying  this  in- 
terest out  of  the  Domestic  revenues,  the  sums 
which  have  been  paid  on  that  account,  from  the 
Foreign  Fund,  are  to  be  considered  in  the  same 
light  as  if  they  had  been  transferred  here  by  drafts. 

The  amount  paid  at  Amsterdam  is  one  million 
six  hundred  thirty-three  thousand  one  hundred  and 
eighty-nine  guilders  and  two  stivers,  equal  at  3  64-1 1 
ninetieths  per  guilder,  to  $659,874  34. 

There  will  m  additions  to  be  made,  which  are 
not  at  present  ascertained. 

Adding  this  sum  to  the  proceeds  of  the  bills,  and 


deducting  the  sums  paid  and  to  be  paid  for  Su 
Domingo,  and  the  foreign  officers,  and  those  ap- 
I^ed  to  {Nirchases  during  the  present  year,  there 
will  remain  a  sum  of  $1,763,424  68,  subject  to  a 
future  application. 

Of  this  sum,  $1,715,098  11  will  be  woperly  ap- 
plicable to  the  purchase  of  the  Debt  but  circum- 
stances mav  render  it  eligible  to  aTOrojuiate  a  part 
of  it  towards  the  discharge  of  the  Foreign  Debt 

From  the  plan  which  has  been  pursued,  it  ia 
also  liable  to  Uiis  application. 

I  have  the  honor  to  annex  to  the  statements 
heretofore  transmitted,  those  in  the  printed  sched* 
ules  marked  A.  B,  ana  C 

A,  exhibits  the  relative  state  of  revenue  and  ap- 
propriations, to  the  end  of  1792.  B,  the  relative 
state  of  appopriations  and  expenditures  to  the 
same  period:  wowing  the  bailee  unsatisfied  of 
each  hc«d  of^appropriation.  C,  applies  these  state- 
ments to  an  explanation  of  the  denoands  or  charges 
upon  the  excess  of  income,  beyond  the  disburse- 
ments, to  the  end  of  1792. 

In  addition  to  these  are  two  statemoits,  marked 
DandE. 

D,  showing  what  proportion  of  the  balances  un- 
satisfied of  the  several  appropriations  are  likely  to 
be  real  expenditures,  and  what  part  are  not  likely 
to  be  sa  In  this,  however,  in  several  instances^ 
probability  mtist  guide,  the  nature  of  the  thing  not 
admitting  of  certainty. 

B,  showing  the  cash  on  and  upon  the  first  of 
January  last,  and  likely  to  be  received  from  that 
day  to  the  first  of  April  next,  and  the  sums  paid 
and  paj^Ude  during  tnat  period. 

The  result,  founded  upon  facts,  ccmtradicts  very 
essentially  that  statement,  which  aims  at  showing 
the  ability  of  the  Treasury,  besides  defraying  the 
current  expenses  of  the  quarter^  to  pay  off  two 
millions  to  the  Bank ;  stiO  leaving  a  balance  in 
favor  of  the  Treasury  of  $664,263  M. 

It  shows  that,  after  satisfying  the  demands  for 
which  the  Treasury  is  bound  to  be  prepared,  in- 
cluding a  payment  to  the  Bank  of  only  one-tenth 
part  of  the  $2,000,000,  of  which  the  statement  al- 
luded to  supposes  the  coiiu»lete  -payment,  there 
would  remain  a  balance  in  mvor  of  the  Treasury 
of  no  more  than  $664,180  89.* 

It  could  answer  no  valuable  purpose  to  delay 
the  House  with  a  particular  examination  of  the 
various  misapprehensions  which  have  led  to  a  re- 
sult so  different  from  the  true  one.  It  will  be 
sufficient,  as  an  example,  to  state  a  single  instance. 
It  is  assumed  as  an  item  in  the  calculation,  that  a 
sum  of  a  million  of  dollars  will  come  into  the 
Treasury  by  the  first  of  April,  on  account  of  the 
revenue  of  the  current  year ;  while  the  probabili- 
tv  is,  that  the  sum  received  may  not  exceed  XtSL 
tnousand  dollars  \  this  presumption  of  a  million  is 
evidently  founded  upon  two  mistakes. 

1st  It  proceeds  on  the  basis  of  an  annual  reve- 
nue of  four  millions  of  dollars,  and  supposes  this 
sum  equally  distributed  between  the  dinerent  quar- 
ters of  the  year,  a  miilion  to  each  quarter ;  when, 

•  The  ram  here  mentioned  ww  omiued.  UutN^h  bnrvx,  to  be  ia- 
•enedlntlMorifinelythebUiikiihwe  filled  eoBJonnebly  to  the 
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in  fact,  there  are  two  seascms  of  the  year  incom- 
parably more  productive  than  the  other  purts  of 
H,  viz :  Those  portions  of  the  Spring  and  Fall  which 
are  embraced  by  the  second  and  third  quarters ; 
Uie  first  and  fourth  being  far  less  productive. 

2d.  It  supposes  all  the  duties  wnich  accrue  are 
immediately  paid ;  whereas  the  cases  of  prompt 
payment  are  confined  to  those  in  which  Uie  duties 
on  particular  articles  imported  in  one  vessel  by 
one  person  or  co-partnersnip,  do  not  exceed  nfty 
doUiurs;  in  all  other  instances,  a  credit  not  less 
than  four  months  is  allowed,  which  carries  the 

Syment  on  the  importations,  upon  the  very  first 
Y  <^  the  quarter,  a  month  beyond  the  expiration 
of  It. 

If  the  whole  amount  of  the  duties,  which  ac- 


crued during  the  first  quarter  of  179SI,  in  cash  and 
bonds,  was  no  more  than  $307,163  84^  adding  one 
seventh  for  the  additional  duties,  it  ought,  by  ana- 
l<Mnr,  to  be  the  first  quarter  of  the  present  year, 
$^,472  94;  less,  in  totality,  than  the  sum  whick 
it  has  been  computed  would  be  actually  in  money 
in  the  Treasury,  by  $677^27  06 :  and  less,  by  the 
whole  million,  nearly,  than  will  probably  be  in 
money  in  the  Treasury  on  that  account 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 
Secretary  of  the  TVeoftcry. 

The  Hon.  the  Speakbr  • 

of  the  House  of  Representatires. 


ESTIMATE  OF  APPROPRIATIONS. 


Estimate  of  the  expendUwreefor  the  OMl  IM  of  the  United  Statee^  together  with  the  incidental  and 
contingent  expemee  of  the  eeveral  Departmente  and  Q^oet,  for  the  year  1793. 

[PubliAed  by  tht  ofdsr  of  tht  Haust  of  RsftewnUti^es,  and  nkmd  la  in  the  Seerattiy'clUpiitofNovMibtr 

ao,  mnie  pago  116S.] 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  respectfully  reports  to  the  House  of  Representatives  the  estimates 
herewith  sent,  marked  A,  B,  and  C. 

The  first,  relating  to  the  Civil  List,  or  the  expenditure  for  the  support  of  Ck>Teni- 
ment  duringthe  year  1798,  incluoing  the  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of 
the  several  I>e^artments  and  Official,  amounting  to  .... 

The  second,  relatmg  to  certain  deficieneies  in  former  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  Government,  to  aprovision  in  aid  of  the  fund  heretofore  established  for 
the  payment  of  certain  officers  of  the  Court^  jurors,  witnesses,  dbc.,  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  liffht-housc*,  beacons,  buoys,  andf  public  piers,  and  to  certain  other 
purposes  specified  therein   -.------ 

The  tnird,  relating  to  the  War  Dmrtment,  showing  the  m>baUe  expenditure  of 
that  Department  for  the  year  1793^  including  a  sum  of  $82,245  32  for  pensions 
to  invalids 1,171,719  06 


$352,466  39 


62,599  66 


Amounting,  together,  to 


1,616,785  10 


The  funds  out  of  which  appropriations  may  be  made  for  the  foregoing  purposes,  are :  1st  The  sum 
of  $600,000  reserved  annually^  for  the  support  of  Qoremment  out  of  tiSe  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage, by  the  act  making  provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States.  2d.  The  surplus  whieh  may 
remain  unexpeided^  of  the  sums  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  War  Department  fot  the  year  17^. 
3d.  The  unappropriated  surplus  of  the  existing  rercBues  to  the  end  of  the  year  1793 ;  which  fbnds, 
it  is  believedrwill  prove  adequate  to  the  object,  as  is  illustrated  in  the  schedule  herewith  transmitted, 
marked  D.  jBut  as  some  deficiency  may  possibly  happen,  and  as  partial  anticipations  of  the  revenue 
will  probably  be  requisite  to  face  tne  demands  for  the  public  somce,  as  they  accrue,  it  appears  to  be 
essential  that  a  power  to  borrow  should  accompany  the  grant 

The  Secretary  ben  leave  also  to  present,  for  the  information  of  the  House  ef  Representatives,  two 
statements  (marked  £  and  F)  of  the  expenditure  of  two  several  sums :  one  of  $50,000,  and  the  other 
of  $5,000,  heretofore  appropriated  ^  towards  discharging  such  demands  on  the  United  States,  not 
otherwise  provided  for,  as  should  hare  been  ascertained  and  admitted  in  due  course  of  settlement  at 
the  Treasury,  and  which  should  be  of  a  nature  according  to  the  eooree  thereof,  to  require  payment 
in  specie." 

Ail  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  Secretary  ^ike  Treaemy. 

TasAsuRT  DBPanntBNT,  November  14, 1792. 


ESTIMATE. 

For  compensation  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  •           •           .           .           -  $25,000  00 

That  of  the  Vice  President 5,000  00 

Compensation  to  the  Chief  Justice           .......  4,00000 

Compensation  of  five  Associate  Judges,  at  $3,500  per  annum  each         ...  17,500  00 
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EttimaU  of  AppropriatwnM. 


CodweiUKtion  ot  the  Jadges  of  dte  foUowing  DiatricU,  tiz : 

Haine »1,000  0* 

New  Hampdiire 1,000  W 

Vermonl 800  W 

kfonrcktiMlO l^iOO  00 

Rhode  bland 800  00 

Cowwclicut 1,000  00 

New  York 1,500  00 

New  Jereey 1,000  00 

PemuThuiia 1,600  00 

Debwmre 800  00 

Maryland 1,800  00 

VirKiniB 1,800  00 

Kentucky 1,000  00 

North  Cartdina           ......  i^  00 

South  Carolina 1^  00 

Georjeia           .           - 1^  00 

Compensation  lo  the  Attoniey  Qienethl    --....■  1,000  00 

NBiuBBa  OP  Tsa  bbhatb  ut d  houss  op  n^ismTATiTsa;  an* 

THEIR  OFPlOBSa. 

To  tboSbeakeroTtke  Heoaeof  Ranre8ntatiTea,for  hiaeonpaa^ 
SLUontolheSdofliarch,  1793— 119  dava,  at  fUpev  daV-       -  $l,i28  00 

AUo,  for  compeiMfttion  to  tbe  Speaker  of  the  3d  CongieM.  ior  the 
residuary  time,  M  aa  to  estimate  for  six  months'  altenMnce  in 

one  rear,  at  ^IS  per  day 762  00 

93,190  00 

To  06  memh  n  to  3d  of  March,  1793—119  days,  at  «6  per  day  -  00,978  00 

For  compensation  to  134  memben  of  the  3d  Congreu  for  the  re- 
siduary time,  so  as  to  estimate  for  six  months'  attendance  in 
one  year,  at  f6  per  day  each     -  -  -  -  .  4S,744  00 

112,716  00 

TiaTdUng  expeiues  to  and  from  the  Seat  of  Government  -  -         20,000  00 

To  the  SecreUry  of  the  Senate,  one  year's  salary  -  -     1,500  00 

Additional  allowance,  estimated  for  nx  months,  at  92  pa  day   •        3SS  00 

1,865  00 

I*rincipal  clerk  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  for  the  same  time, 
at  93  per  day 547  50 

Bncraasmg  clerk  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  estimated  for 
the  oame  time,  at  VSpefday-  -  -  -  -  -  96500 

Chaplain  to  the  Senate,  eitumated  for  the  same  time,  at  9500  per 

aeooo 

enat&  one  year's  salary         -           -           -  -  600  00 

r  to  ihe  Senate,  one  year's  snlaiT      •           -  -  450  00 

if  RejveaentalivM,  foe  one  yeai^  salary       -  -  1,600  00 

!,  estimated  for  six  months,  at  98  per  day    -  -  365  00 
^  Office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  House  ofRrnm- 

ed  for  6  months,  at  93  per  day          -           -  -  547  50 

EngTOseinf  clerk,  estimated  for  same  time,  irt9fi^day           •  -  36GO0 

Chaplun  to  the  Hoose  of  Repfeoentatires,  eatmuted  for  six 

months,  at  9500  •?  r  annum        -           -           -           -           -  -  25000 

Sergeanl-at-AmiB  lor  same  tiaw,  at  94  per  day    -           -           .  -  730  00 

Dooikee^r  of  the  Houae  of  BeptcaHitatires,  eatimaled  M  me 

year's  salary        -           -           -           -           --           .  -  50000 

450  00 


a  sabry 


Assistant  Doorkeeper  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  estimated 
tone '-  --'' 

tetar 

cLks,  at  9600    ' ^000  00 


TBI  ABORT  DEFARTUEHT. 


Secretary  of  the  Treasury^       .  .  .  -  .     3^600  00 


Two  principal  clerks,  at  9800  each  ....     i  m)0  00 

Six  clerlu,  at  9500 3,000  00 

Messenger  and  office  keeper  -  -  -  -  -        250  00 


8,360  00 
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$9,450  00 


4400  00 


4,100  00 


10^  00 


TRBA8URT  DBPARTMBNT — Continued. 

Comptroller  of  the  Treasury         .           -           -           -           .  $2,400  00 

Principal  clerk       -           -           -           -           -           -           -  800  00 

Twelre  clerks,  at  $600  eaeh 6,000  00 

Messenger  ana  office^keeper          .....  250  00 

Treasurer 2,400  00 

Principal  clerk 60000 

Two  clerks,  at  $500  eaich 1,000  00 

Messenger  and  office-keeper          .....  lOO  00 

Commissioner  of  the  Revenue      .....  1,900  OO 
Three  clerks  on  the  business  of  the  revenue,  dx:.             -           -  1,500  00 
One  clerk  on  the  business  of  the  light-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  pub- 
lic piers,  and  stakeage    -           -           -         ^  -           -           -  500  00 
Messenger  and  office-keeper          -           -       /  -           -           -  dOO  00 

Auditor  of  the  Treasury 1,900  00 

Principal  clerk 80000 

Fifteen  clerk^  at  $500  each 7,500  00 

Messenger  and  office-keeper          .....  250  00 

Regbter  of  the  Treasury   .-.---  1,75000 

Three  clerks  on  the  impost,  tonnage,  and  excise  accounts           -  1,500  00 

Two  clerks  on  the  books  and  accounts  relative  to  the  exports     -  1,000  00 
Two  clerks  on  the  books  of  receipts  and  expenditures  of  public 

moneys,  at  $500 -  1,000  00 

One  clerk  for  recording  ships'  registers  and  licenses       -           -  500  00 
Three  clerks  for  drawmg  out,  checking,  issuing,  and  taking  re- 
ceipts for  certificates  of  the  Domestic  and  Assumed  Debts      -  1,500  00 
Four  clerks  on  the  books  of  the  general  and  particular  Loan 
offices,  comprehending  the  interest  accounts  and  unclaimed 
dividends  at  the  several  Loan  offices     ....  2^000  00 

Seven  clerks  on  the  books  and  records  vdiich  relate  to  the  public 

creditors,  on  the  several  descriptions  of  stock  and  transfer       -  3,500  00 
Four  clerks  on  the  books  and  records  of  the  regbtered  Debt,  in- 
cluding the  payment  of  its  interest        ....  2,000  00 

Two  clerks  to  complete  the  arrangement  of  the  public  securities, 

in  books  prepared  for  their  reception,  in  numencal  order          -  1,000  00 

Two  clerks  on  the  books  of  the  late  QovemBient             -          -  1,000  00 

One  transcribing  clerk       ......  500  00 

Two  office-keepers,  incident  to  the  several  offices  of  the  Regbter, 

at  $175 350  00 

Two  clerks  appointed  to  count  and  examine  the  old  and  new 
emissions  otContinental  money  and  indents,  at  $600  each 


17,600  00 
1,000  00 


DEPARTMENT  OF  8TAT9. 


The  Secretary  of  State     • 
One  chief  clerk 
Three  clerks,  at  $500  each 
Clerk  ibr  foreign  lan«niages 
Messenger  and  officdeeper 


DEPARTMENT   OF  WAR. 

Secretarv  of  the  Department        .....  3^000  00 

Principal  clerk       .......  800  00 

Six  clerks  at  $500  each      ......  a^oOO  00 

Messenger  and  office-keeper           ....  250  00 

Accountant  to  the  War  Department         ....  1^200  00 
2d  Cov.~49 


t 
i 

3,500  00 
800  00 

1,500  00 
850  00 

250  00 

$55,050  00 


'6,300  00 


7,050  00 
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WAR  DBPASTMENT. — COQtinued. 

Six  clerks,  (one  on  the  principal  books,  two  on  the  accounts  of 
the  late  Army,  two  on  the  accounts  of  the  present  Army,  and 
one  on  the  prmcipal  books  of  the  late  Paymaster  Qenerai  and 
Commissioner  ofArmy  accounts,)  at  $500  each  -  -  $3,000  00 


BOARn  OP  COMMISSIONBHS  FOB  THB  SBTTLBMBNT  OF  TBB  AC- 
COUNTS BETWEEN  THB  UNITED  0TATB8  AND  THB  INDITIDUAL 
STATES. 

Three  Commissioner^  at  $3,250  each       -           -           •           •  6^750  00 

Onechiefclerk,at$800 80000 

Bleren  clerks,  at  $500  each 5,500  00 

Messenger  and  office-keeper          .          •          .          .          •  250  00 

LOAM  OFFICBBS. 

For  New  Hampshire 65000 

For  Massachusetu             ......  1,500  00 

For  Rhode  IsUnd 60000 

For  Connecticut 1,000  00 

For  New  York      ...--•.  1,500  00 

For  New  Jersey 700  00 

For  Pennsylrania  ....-,..  1,500  00 

For  Delaware 60000 

For  Maryland        .......  1 000  00 

For  Virginia 1,500  00 

For  North  Carolina 1,000  00 

For  South  Carolina          ......  i,000  00 

For  Georgia 700  00 

OOyBRNMENT  OF  TBB  WESTERN  TBRRITORT. 

Dbtrict  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  Goyemor  for  his  salanr  as 
such,  and  for  discharging  the  duties  of  Superintendent  of  In* 

dian  Affairs,  Northern  department        ....  2,000  00 

The  Secretary  of  said  district        -           -           -           -           -  750  00 

For  stationery,  c^ce  rent,  and  printing  patents  for  land,  Ac       •  350  00 

The  three  Judges  at  $800  each 2,400  00 

District  southwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  Governor  for  his  salary  as 
such,  and  for  discharging  the  duties  of  Superintendent  of  In« 

dian  Affairs,  Southern  department        ....  2,000  00 

Secretary  of  said  district    --*-.-  750  00 
Stationery,  office  rent  Ac.             -           -           -           -           -35000 

Three  Judges,  at  $800       ......  2,400  00 

PENSIONS  GRANTED  BT  THB  UkTM   OOVBRNMBNT* 

"  ^"^  600  00 

„      ,, ^                      ^     ,  130  00 

Joseph  Traversie,  per  act  of  Congress  of  8th  Augus^  1782          -  120  00 

Youngest  son  of  General  Mercer,  per  act  8th  April,  1782            -  400  00 
Youngest  children  of  the  late  Major  General  Warren,  per  act  1st 

July^780 450  00 

£?h  BrSr  }  P«'  ^^'  o^  1^  Sentemb^r,  1783,  entitled  to  a  ^^  ^ 
John  Jordan,         S           P«*"»^°  ^^  *^  ^^^  P"  "^^"^ 

Elizabeth  Bergen,  per  act  of  21st  August,  1781    -           -           -  53  33 

Josenh  De  Beauleau,  per  act  of  5th  August,  1782             -           -  100  00 
Richard  Gridley,  per  acts  of  17th  November,  1775,  and  26th 

February,  1781    -           -           -           -           -           -           -  444  40 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Tousard,  per  act  of  27th  October,  1788         -  360  00 


$4,200  00 

$11,250  00 


13^00 


13;»5OO0 


ll/MX)  00 


2,767  73 


Grant  to  Baron  Steuben— his  annual  allowance  by  act  of  Congress  11^500  00 
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FOB  INCIDENTAL  AND   OONTINGBNT   BXPBN8B8    BBLATIVB   TO  THB 

CIVIL  LIST  BSTABLI8BMBNT. 

Under  this  head  are  compr^ended  firewood,  stationery,  together 

with  printing  work,  and  all  other  contingent  expenses  of  the 

two  Houses  of  Cmigressj  rent,  and  office  expenses  of  the  three 

seyeral  Departments  T12:  Treasiiry,  Sute,  and  War,  and  of 

the  G^eral  Board  or  Commissioners. 
Secretary  of  the  Senate,  hb  estimate        ....  $3,000  00 

Clerk  or  the  House  or  Representatires,  his  estimate  to  3d  of 

March,  1793 HIW  00 

Proyisionary  for  the  3d  Coogras 2,400  00 

$0,652  00 

$0^00 

TBBA8OBY  DBPASTMBHT. 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  per  estimate    ....  600  00 

Comptroller  of  the  Treasiny,  per  estimate           ...  600  00 

Treasurer,  per  estimate      ......  460  00 

Commissioner  of  the  Rerenue,  ^r  estimate        ...  30000 

Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  per  estimate       ...           -  000  00 

Register  of  the  Treasury,  (including  books  for  the  puUic  stocks,) 

per  estimate 2,000  00 

Rent  of  the  Treasury 650  00 

Rent  of  a  house  taken  for  a  part  of  the  office  of  the  Register       -  200  00 

Rent  of  a  house  for  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  m  the  Re* 
venue,  and  for  part  of  the  office  of  the  Comptroller,  and  part  of 

the  oflBce  of  the  Register 266  66 

Rent  of  a  house  for  the  office  of  the  Auditor,  and  a  small  store  for 

Wimblic  papers       -  -  -  -  -  -  -373  33 

ood  for  the  Department,  (Treasurer's  excepted,)  candles,  Ac.  -  1,200  00 

DBPABTMBNT  OF    8TATB. 

Includiuff  the  expense  attending  the  collection  of  the  laws  of  the 
sereral  States,  for  publishing  the  laws  of  the  second  sessimi  of 
the  second  Congress  of  the  united  States,  and  printing  an  edi* 
tion  of  the  same,  to  be  distributed  ameauy  to  law,  for  the  col- 
lection of  newspapers  from  the  different  States,  and  gazettes 
from  abroad 1,861  67 

DBPABTMBNT  OF  WAB. 

Se<^retary  of  War,  per  estimate     -  -  -  -  -       600  00 

Accountant  to  the  War  Department         ....       300  00 

■  900  00 

General  Board  of  Commissioners,  per  estimate     ...  814  00 

Total 362,466  39 

JOSEPH  NOURSB,  Regitter. 
Tbiajbubt  Dbpabtmbmt,  Register's  Office,  November  8, 1792. 


An  additional  estimate  for  niaking  good  deficiencies  for  the  support  of  the  Civil  List  Establishment  f 
for  aiding  the  Fund  appropriatea  for  the  payment  of  certatn  officers  of  the  CowrtSy  jurors,  and 
witnesses  i  for  the  support  of  light-houses;  and  for  the  estaUishment  often  cutters,  and  for  other 
purposes, 

FOB  THB  8ALABIE8  OF  CBBTAIN  0PPICBB8,  BT  AM  ACT  MAKING  ALTBBATI0N8  IK  THB  TBBABUBT  AHD 

WAB  DBPABTMBNT8. 

Salary  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Rerenue  frt>m  the  8th  of  May,  1793,  to 
the  3l8t  of  December  following,  at  nineteen  hundred  dollars  per  annum  -   $1,238  93 

Salary  of  three  clerks,  on  the  busmess  of  the  rcTenue,  same  time,  at  five  hun- 
dred dollars  per  annum,  each  ......        978  09 

Salary  of  one  clerk  on  the  business  of  the  light-houses,  beaeons,  buoys, 
public  piers,  and  stakeage,  at  fire  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  for  same 
time 32603 


1295  APPENDIX.  1296 

SALARIES,  *c. — Condiuied. 

Salary  of  messenger,  at  two  hundred  ddlars  per  annum^  for  same  time       •      $130  41 

Ckmtingent  expenses  for  procurinfirdesks  and  other  fbrmtnre,  stationery^  ^.       200  00 

Salary  of  the  Accountant  to  the  War  Department,  from  the  8th  of  May  to 
the  31st  December  following,  at  twelve  hundred  dollars  per  annum         -       782  46 

Salanr  of  his  clerk,  from  the  23d  of  July  to  the  3l8t  of  December  following, 
at  nre  hundred  dollars  i>er  annum  •----•       220  10 

Ck>ntingent  expenses  for  his  office       -  -  -  -  ...        16333 

Salar3r  of  each  of  the  two  principal  clerks  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
at  eight  hundred  dollars  per  annum  each,  for  the  same  period       -  -     1,043  26 

Salary  of  a  clerk  to  the  Treasurer,  from  the  18th  of  June  to  the  31st  of  De- 
cember, 1792,  at  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum    ...  -        269  86 

For  iht  increased  salary  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  from  the  8th 
of  May,  1792,  to  the  31st  of  December  following,  at  four  nundred  doUars 
per  annum    -  -  -  -  -  -  .-  .       260  82 

For  the  increased  salary  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  from  the  8th  of 
May,  1792,  to  the  31st  of  December  following,  at  four  hundred  dollars  per 
annum  -- 260  82 

Do.  of  the  Treasurer  for  same  time,  at  four  hundred  dollars  per  annum      -       260  82 

Do.  of  the  Register  for  same  time,  at  fiye  hundred  dollars  per  annum         -       326  03 

Do.  of  the  Attorney  (Seneral  for  same  time,  at  four  hundred  dollars  per  an- 
num   26082 

Do.  of  the  chief  clerk  in.  the  War  Department,  same  time,  at  two  hundred 
dollars  per  annum    -....-»-        103  41 


To  make  good  deficiencies  for  the  support  of  the  Civil  List,  viz : 
To  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  for  amount  of  his 

estimate $302  00 

And  for  the  pay  of  Bernard  Webb,  his  principal  clerk,  from  1st  of 
July  to  the  1st  October,  1792— ninety-two  days,  at  three  dollars 
per  day     -----.--      276  00 

For  so  much  short  estimated  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  State    -  -  -  -  -        93  34 

Do.  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Treasury  Department,  the 
payments  whereof,  to  the  30th  of  September,  17^  having  ex- 
ceeded the  said  appropriations  by  the  sum  of     -  -  -   1,500  00 

Estimated  amount  or  expenses  to  the  31st  of  December,  1792      -      900  00 

For  so  much  short  appropriated  for  the  office  of  the  Register  of 
the  Treasury,  the  estimate  for  1792  having  been  for  only  one 
office-keeper ;  whereas,  from  the  increased  number  of  offices,  and 
their  beinff  kept  in  separate  houses,  two  office-keepers  were  re-  ' 

Svared^  and  have  been  employed  at  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
ve  doUars  each  -  -  -  .  .  .  .      350  00 

Deduct  appropriation  for  one  .....      250  00 


578  00 


2,400  00 


100  00 


For  the  salaries  of  the  Doorkeepers  and  Assistant  Doorkeepers  to  the  Se- 
nate and  House  of  Representatives,  under  the  act  for  their  compensati<m, 
passed  the  12th  of  April,  1792: 

For  the  salary  of  the  Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate,  from  the  9th  of  May, 
1792,  to  the  31st  of  December  following,  at  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum        324  65 

For  the  salary,  for  the  same  time,  for  the  Doorkeeper  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, at  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum    -  -  -  -        324  65 

For  the  salary  to  the  Assistant  Doorkeeper  to  the  Senate,  for  the  same  time, 
at  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum  -  -  -  -       292  19 

For  the  salary  to  the  Assistant  Doorkeeper  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, for  same  time,  at  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum  -  -       292  19 

Commissioners  of  Loans  in  the  several  States,  for  the  salaries  of  their 
clerl^  and  for  stationery,  under  the  act  pasBed  the  8th  May,  1792 : 

By  their  accounts,  rendered  to  the  31st  of  December.  1791,  an  additional  ap- 
propriation u  requisite,  of-  -  -  -  -  -  -     1,650  00 


$6,852  21 


3,171  34 


1,233  66 
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SAULRiBS,  *o. — Continaed. 

From  their  accounts,  already  rendered  for  the  present  year,  the  following 
sums  are  estimated  for  each  office  to  the  31st  of  Deoembeor,  1792,  the  ag- 
gresate  whereof  is  calculated  sufllcient  to  eorer  all  demands  to  that  pe- 
riod, viz: 

William  Gardner,  New  Hampshire    -.-...  $650  00 

Nathaniel  Appleton,  Massachusetts    --•.-.  4,781  52 

Jabez  Bowen,  Rhode  Island -           -  1,073  24 

William  Imlay,  Connecticut 1,984  00 

John  Cochran,  New  York 5,777  68 

James  Ewing,  New  Jersey      -------  500  00 

Thomas  Smith.  Pennsylyania           ..-..-  2,209  34 
James  TUton,  Delaware          -           -           -           -           -          -          -20000 

Thomas  Harwood,  Maryland  --.--..  1,013  70 

John  Hopkins,  Virginia           -------  3,714  56 

WiUiam  Skinner.  North  Carolina      - 84444 

John  Neufyille,  South  Carolina          - 1,500  00 

Richard  Wyllie,  Georgia 364  60 

To  extend  tneir  allowance  for  said  expenses  to  the  31st  of  March,  1793,  in 

conformity  with  said  act-------  7,000  00 


$35,063  28 


Clerks  of  Courts,  jurors,  witnesses,  dbc.,  the  fund  arising  from  fines,  for- 
feitures, and  penalties,  having  last  year  proved  insufficient  for  the  dis- 
charge of  the  accounts  of  clerks  of  Courts,  &c^  to  which  they  were  ap- 
pointed; a  sum  for  the  present  year  is  estimated,  in  order  to  provioe 
against  a  similar  continffency,  of     -  -  -  -  -  -  12,000  00 

For  the  maintenance  and  support  of  light-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  public 
piers,  and  stakeage  of  channels,  bars,  and  shoak,  and  for  occasional  im- 
provements in  the  construction  of  the  lanthoms  and  of  the  lamps  and  ma- 
teriab  used  therein  ------.-  2,000  00 

For  the  establishment  of  ten  cutters,  deficiency  in  the  appropriation  here- 
tofore made  for  building  and  equipping  ten  cutters  .  .  -  3,000  00 

For  the  purchase  of  hydrometers,  for  the  use  of  the  officers  of  the  Customs 
and  Inspectors  of  the  Revenue,  for  the  year  1793  -  -        $1,500  00 

And  to  make  good  so  much  short  estimated  for  1792  -  610  10 

2,110  10 

For  the  expenses  towards  the  safe  keepixiff  and  prosecution  of  persons  com- 
mitted for  offences  against  the  United  States         ....  4,000  00 

For  the  payment  of  Robert  Fenner,  late  Axrent  for  the  North  Carolina  line, 
his  commission  to  one  per  cent,  on  $16,905  38  cents,  paid  to  the  officers  or 
the  said  line,  for  their  pay  and  subsistence  for  the  years  1782  and  1783     -  169  05 

For  the  discharge  of  such  demands  against  the  United  States  not  other- 
wise provided  for,  as  shall  have  been  ascertained  and  admitted  in  due 
course  of  settlement  at  the  Treasury,  and  which  are  of  a  nature,  accord- 
ing to  the  usage  thereof,  to  require  payment  in  specie       .  «.  •  5,000  00 

92,599  66 


Treasury  Dbpartmbmt,  Registrr's  Office,  November  8, 1792. 

JOSEPH  NOURSB,  Begiater. 


Estimate  of  the  expemee  of  the  War  Department  Jor  the  year  1793.— 7%e  Legion  of  the  Vmted 

States, — Pay. 

GENERAL  STAFF. 

1  Major  General          -          -          -           -  at  166  doQars  per  month  -  -  $1,992  00 

4  Br&ulier  Generab   ---.104  do  ...     4,992  00 

1  Maior  Commandant  of  Artillery      -           -55  do  -           -           -66000 

1  Major  of  Dragoons   -           -           -           -55  do  -           •           -66000 

1  QAiartermaster  General        -           -           -      100  do  ...     1,200  00 

1  Paymaster  at  headquarters  -           -           -60  do  -           -           -720  00 

1  Adjutant  General,  to  do  the  duty  as  inspector       75  do  ...       900  00 

1  Chaplain 50  do  -           -           -60000 
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1900 

Estimate  itf  J 

Sppropriaiii 

Mt. 

GBNBRAL  STAFF— Contilllied. 

1  Surgeon  of  the  Staff 

. 

at  70  dollars  per  month 

-      $840  00 

1  Deputy  doartermaster 

- 

50 

do 

. 

600  00 

tion  to  their  pay  in  the  line 

- 

24 

do 

. 

576  00 

4  A  ids-de-camp,  one  for  each  of  the  Brigadiers, 

in  addition  to  their  pay  in  the  line 

24 

do 

. 

-     1,152  00 

4  Brigade  Bfajors,  to  act  as  deputy  inspectors, 

9 

in  addition  to  their  pay  in  the  line 

24 

do 

. 

-     1,152  00 

6  Sivnzeons'  Mates  for  the  hospitals,  for  the 

0 

Western  and  Southern  frontiers 

- 

30 

do 

• 

.     2,160  00 

1  Princinal  Artifice    - 
1  Second  Artificer 

. 

40 

do 

. 

486  00 

. 

26 

do 

. 

312  00 

FiBLD. — The  first  sab-Lesion- 

- 

3  Majors,  at  50  dollars  per  month 

. 

- 

. 

- 

-     1,800  00 

STAFF. 

1  Sub-Legionary  Paymaster       -    at  10  dollars  per  month 

. 

- 

-  $120  00 

1  Snb-Legionary  doartermaster  - 

8 

do 

. 

- 

.      96  00 

3  Battalion  Ctoartermasters 

8 

do 

. 

. 

-     288  00 

3  Adjutants          ... 
1  Sub-Legionary  Surgeon 
3  Battalion  Surgeons' Mates 

10 

do 

. 

. 

-    360  00 

45 

do 

. 

. 

-     540  00 

30 

do 

. 

. 

-  1,080  00 

3  Sergeant  Majors 

7 

do 

. 

. 

-     252  00 

3  dnartermaster  Sergeants 

7 

do 

- 

. 

-     252  00 

One  Company  of  Artillery— 

1  Captain            ... 

40 

do 

. 

. 

-     48000 

2  Lieutenants       ... 

26 

do 

. 

• 

-     624  00 

4  Sergeants          ... 

6 

do 

- 

. 

-     288  00 

4  Corporals          ... 

5 

do 

. 

- 

-     24000 

10  Artificers           -           .           - 

8 

do 

. 

. 

.     960  00 

40  Prirates            ... 

3 

do 

. 

. 

-  1,440  00 

2  Musicians         ... 

4 

do 

- 

- 

-       9600 

1  19ff  Ofl 

One  Troop  of  Horse— 

1  Captain-          ... 

40 

do 

. 

. 

.     48000 

1  Lieutenant        ... 

26 

do 

. 

. 

-     312  00 

1  Comet  -          -          .          - 

20 

do 

. 

. 

-     24000 

6  Sergeants          ... 

6 

do 

. 

. 

-     43200 

6  Corporals          ... 

5 

do 

. 

- 

-     36000 

1  Farrier  .... 

8 

do 

• 

. 

.      96  00 

1  Saddler  .... 

8 

do 

• 

• 

.      9600 

1  Trumpeter        ... 

4 

do 

• 

. 

.      48  00 

65  Dragoons          ... 

3 

do 

- 

- 

-2,340  00 
4,404  00 

Eight  Companies  of  Infantry- 

.. 

s 

8  Captains           .          .          « 

40 

do 

. 

. 

-  3,840  00 

8  Lieutenants       ... 

26 

do 

• 

. 

-2,496  00 

8  Ensigns             ... 

20 

do 

. 

• 

.  1,920  00 

48  Sergeants          ... 

6 

do 

. 

. 

-3,456  00 

48  Corporals          ... 

5 

do 

- 

. 

-  2,880  00 

1  Semor  Musician 

6 

do 

. 

. 

.      72  00 

15  Musicians          ... 

4 

do 

. 

. 

.    72000 

648  Prirates            ... 

3 

do 

- 

- 

23,328  00 
-— 38,712  00 

Four  Companies  of  Riflemen — 

# 

4  Captains           ... 

40 

do 

• 

-  1,920  00 

4  LieutenanU      ... 

26 

do 

. 

-  1,248  00 

4  Ensigns-           ... 

20 

do 

. 

.     96000 

24  Sergeants          ... 

6 

do 

• 

-  1,728  00 

24  Corporals          .           .           - 
4  Buglers  -           -           -           - 

5 

do 

* 

-  1,440  00 

4 

do 

• 

-     192  00 

328  Prirates            ... 

3 

do 

. 

11,808  00 
19,296  00 

71,328  00 

1301 
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E$tmaU  of  AppfrfpriationM. 

'  ■'■      "  '   '  '■   '  '  

STAFF — Continaed. 

Amount  of  Pay  of  the  Legion  of  the  United  States^ 

General  Staff -  $18,996  OO 

The  first  sub-Legion 71,328  00 

The  second  suh-Lai^on,  to  the  same  amount  ......    71,338  OO 

The  third  sub-Legion,  do 71,328  OO 

The  fourth  sub-I^on,  do 71,328  00 

8DB8IBTBN0B. 

1  Major  General  -  -  at  15  rations  per  day  ....  5,475  rations. 

4  Brigadier  Generab        -       12  do  ....  .  17,520 

14  Majors    ---4do-...-  20,440 

1  Adjutant  --6  do---..   2,190 

1  Pa3rmaster,  at  headquarters     4  do  -  -  -      '     -  -   1,460 

1  duartermaster  --6do-.-.-   2,190 

1  Deputy  Quartermaster  3  do  -  -  -  -  -   1,095 

1  Surgeon  to  the  Staff     -6  do-*---   2,190 

4  Surgeons  --3do-.--.   4,380 

12  Surgeons'  Mates  -2  do-----   8,760 

6  Surgeons' Mates,  for  garrisons  2  do  -  -  -  -  -   4,380 

1  Principal  Artificer        -3  do-----   1 095 

1  Second  Artificer  -2do---«-     730 

66  Captains  -  -3  do  -*-  -  -  -61,320 

60  Lieutenants       --2  do-----  43,800 

48  Ensigns-  --2  do 36040  ♦ 

4  Comets  ---2  do-----   2,920 

.    ,.       ^       ^       ^  214^985  rations, 

or  money  m  lieu  thereof,  at  the  option  of  the  officers,  at  the  contract  price,  at  the 
posts  resDectively  where  the  rations  shall  become  due. 
240  Non-commissioned  and  privates,  Artillery. 
320  Non-commissioned  and  privates.  Cavalry. 
4,560  Non-commissioned  and  privates,  Infantry. 

6,120  men,  at  one  ration  per  day  .....     1,868,800 

2,083,786 
2,083,786  rations,  at  16  cents  per  ration $312,667  76 

FORAGB. 

1  Major  General,  at  $20  per  month       .....  §240  00 

4  Bri^dier  Generals,  16  do  -           -           -.          -           .  768  00 

13  B4ajors  10  do 1 660  00 

1  Paymaster  at  headquarters,  10  do  -           -           -           -           .  120  00 

1  Adjutant  Gteneral,  12  do  .....  144  qo 

1  Quartermaster  General  12  do  .....  144  qq 

1  Deputy  Q^iartermaster  General,    10  do  -          -          -          -          -  120  00 

6  Aid9-deH»mp,  10  do  -----  720  00 

4  Brif^de  Majors,  6  do 28800 

4  Adjutants,  6  do 28800 

1  Surgeon  to  the  Staff)  12  do  -          -           -          -          -  144  00 

4  Surgeons.  10  do 480  00 

12  Surgeons'  Mates,  6  do  .....  $64  00 

6  Surgeons'  Mates  for  the  garrisons,  6  do  .....  432  00 

4  Paymasters,  6  do 28800 

12  duartermasters,  6  do  .....  $94  qq 


1  Major^ 
4Captam8, 
4  Lieutenants, 
4  Cornets, 


OAVALBT,  (unprovided  for  in  the  year  1792.) 

at  $10  per  month       ... 

10   do      .     .     . 

6   do      .    .    • 

6   do      ... 


7,464  00 


$120  00 
480  00 
288  00 
288  00 


1,176  00 
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8TAPF. — Continaed. 

For  the  year  1793— 

1  Major,                                                at  $10  per  month  -  -  $120  00 

4  Captains,                                                  10       do    -  -  -  480  00 

4  Lieutenants,                                               6       do    -  -  -  388  00 

4  Comets,                                                     6       do.  -  -  -  288  00 

320  Non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,     6       do    -  -  -  25,040  00 

$26,216  00 

34,856     00 

CLOTHINO.  

240  Non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,       artillery. 
320  do  do  cavalry. 

4^560  do  do  infantry. 

5,120 
480  contingencies. 

6,600  suits,  at  $20  per  suit 112,000  00 

EaUIPMENTS  POR  CAVALRY. 

Boots,  horsemen's  caps,  and  such  articles  as  may  be  lost  or  worn— conjectural  -  -        5,000  00 

H0R8E8  POR  CAVALRY. 

•To  replace  the  horses  which  may  die  or  become  unfit  for  service— conjectural  -        5,000  00 

BOUNTY. 

To  complete  the  number  in  lieu  of  discharged  soldiers^  those  raidered  unfit  for  duty, 
and  deserters,  conjectural,  500  soldiers,  including  premium,  at  $10  each         -  -        5,000  00 

Additional  bounty,  for  which  no  provision  was  made,  but  allowed  by  the  act  passed 

March  5, 1792 : 
952  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  in  service  at  $2     -  -  -  -         1,904  00 

4,168  do  do  do  to  be  raised,  being  estimated  in  former  es- 
timate at  $8,  including  premium.  The  act  of  the  5th  March,  1792,  allowing  $10  is 
for  the  difference,  $2 8,336  00 

Total  bounty 15.240  00 

DBPEN8IVB  PROTECTION  OP  THE  PR0NTIBR8. 

Pay,  &c.,  of  the  militia  and  scouts,  estimated  at  -  -  -  -  -  -      50,000  00 

H08PITAL  DEPARTMENT. 

For  medicines,  instrumaits,  furniture,  and  stores  for  the  hospital,  for  the  garrisons  and 
posts  on  the  Western  and  Southern  Frontiers ;  also  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  a  pur- 
veyor, assistants,  and  nurses,  in  the  hospitals^— conjectural       -  -  -  25,000  00 

anARTERHA8TER'8  DEPARTMENT. 

Pack-horses  and  forage,  tents,  boats,  &c. ;  also,  the  transportation  of  the  recruits,  ord- 
nance and  military  stores,  and  all  the  articles  of  the  Cluartermaster's  Department,  the 
purchase  of  axes,  camp-kettles,  pack-saddles,  iron,  fuel,  IxMirds,  nails,  pamt^  company 
books,  stationery,  ^. ;  also  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  artificers  employed  m  the  said 
Department— conjectural  -------  -     100,000  00 

INDIAN  DEPARTMENT. 

The  expenses  in  this  Departinent  amount,  in  the  year  1792.  as  per  accounts  rendered,  to       44,207  96 
Accounts  allowed,  which  will  be  shortly  stated— estimateu        .  .  -  .        5,500  00 

49707  9B 
Provided  for  in  the  year  1792 25^,000  00 

Total 24,707  96 

The  surplus  has  been  paid  from  the  general  contingencies  of  the  War  Department 
The  expenses  for  the  year  1793  may  probably  amount  to  -  .  .  .      50,000  00 
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Estimate  of  AppropruxtionB, 

N.  B.  It  is  impossible  to  foresee  the  events  which  may  occasion  expenses  in  this  De- 
partment, so  as  to  reduce  them  to  particulars.  The  sums  of  the  present  year,  in  the 
accounts  settled  at  the  Treasury,  may  serve  to  form  some  idea  of  the  expenses  for  the 
year  1793. 

ORDNANCE  DEPARTMENT. 

For  the  salaries  of  the  Storekeepers  at  the  several  Arsenals,  viz : 

Springfield,                                            Massachusetts  -           -           -           -           •  $480  00 

Fort  Rensselaer  and  its  dependencies,  New  York  .•'...  172  00 

West  Point,                                          New  York 480  00 

Philadelphia,                                        Pennsylvania  .....  500  00 

Carlisle,                                                Pennsylvania  -           -           •           -           -  60  00 

Fort  Pitt,                                              Pennsylvania 360  00 

New  London,                                       Virginia  .....  430  00 

Manchester,                                           Virginia  -    «       -           .           -           -  ^00 

Charleston,                                           South  Carolina  -           -           -           -           .  100  00 

One  assistant  at  Springfield           -           -           -  -           -.           .-  240  00 

Two  assistants  at  west  Point       ........  480  00 

Oneclerkof  military  stores,  Philadelphia            .  -           .           ^           .           .  480  00 

3,832  00 

RENTS. 

Philadelphia $666  66 

New  London  -.---...  350  00 

Manchester  ........  6666 

1,083  30 

Laborers  at  the  arsenab     .......  400  00 

Coopers,  armorers,  and  carpenters,  employed  occasionally  -  -  600  00 

10  armorers,  at  $10  per  month      ......  i;soO  00 

2  conductors  of  military  stores,  at  $30  per  month  ...  720  00 

2,920  00 

500  rifles,  purchased  in  1792,  and  not  included  in  former  estimates         '  *  .*        6,000  00 

Repairing  of  arms,  equipments  of  cannon,  cartridge-boxes,  swords,  and  every  other  arti- 
cle in  this  department — conjectural      ------.       10,000  00 

Total 23,835  32 

INVALIDS. 

For  the  annual  allowance  to  the  invalids  of  the  United  States,  from  the  5th  day  of 
March,  1793,  to  the  4th  day  of  March,  1794,  viz : 

New  Hampshire  .......        $3,810  68 

By  the  Circuit  Court         ' 409  12 

$4,219  80 

Massachusetts       .......        11,941  75 

By  the  Circuit  Court 1,336  45 

13,278  20 

Rhode  Island 2,899  00 

By  the  Circuit  Court  .  -  .  .  .  196  00 

3,095  00 

Connecticut  .......         7,682  03 

By  the  Circuit  Court 795  80 

8,477  83 

Vermont 

By  the  Circuit  Court 510  64 

510  64 

New  York 15,972  66 

New  Jersey  .......         4^094  26 

By  the  Circuit  Court 76  00 

4,170  96 

Pennsylvania       -- 16,642  64 

Delaware             --           --           -           .           ...  1,884  00 

Maryland 4,328  56 

Virginia 7,761  33 

North  Carolina    -           -           - 88600 

Georgia 1,018  40 

Total 82,245  32 
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LBA8B  OF  THE  BUILDHfOS  OCODPISD  FOR  THE  USE  OF  THE  WAR   OFFICE   AND   THE    OFFICE 

OF  THE  ACCOUNTANT  OF  THE  WAR  DEPARTMENT. 

The  amount  of  the  lease  for  the  term  of  four  years,  as  per  indenture  thereof  with  James 
Simmons  ----------      $1,666  66 

CONTINGENCIES  OF  THE  WAR  OEPARTMBNT. 

For  maps,  hiring  expresses,  allowances  to  officers  for  extra  expenses,  printing,  loss  of 
stores  of  all  kmds,  advertising  and  apprehending  deserters,  dx;. — conjectural  -  «     50,000  00 

N.  B.  It  is  to  he  ohserved,  upon  this  article,  as  well  as  every  other  of  this  estimate, 
that  for  every  cent  expended  in  pursuance  thereof,  vouchers  must  he  produced  at  the 
Treasurv,  excepting^  perhai>s,  the  sums  which  may  he  expended  for  secret  intelligence, 
where  the  names  mignt  he  important  to  he  concealed ;  hut  for  the  propriety  of  the  small 
sums  which  might  he  so  expended,  the  reputation  of  the  commanding  (^cer  is  pledged 
to  the  public. 


RECAPITULATION. 

Pay  of  the  Legion  of  the  United  Sutes $304,906  00 

Subsistence            -           -           •           •           -           -           -           --           -  312^  75 

Forage 34,856  00 

Clothing     - 112,000  00 

BIquipments  for  cavalry     ....                      ....  5^000  00 

Horses  for  cavalry             .........  ^000  00 

Bounty 15^240  00 

Defensive  protection  of  the  frontiers  by  militia    ......  50,00000 

Hospital  department          .........  25,000  00 

Ciuartermaster's  department         ........  100,000  00 

Indian  department             .........  50,000  00 

Ordnance  department        .........  23,835  32 

Invalids 82,245  32 

Lease  of  the  buildings  occupied  for  the  War  Office,  ^.             ....  1,666  66 

Contingencies  of  the  War  Department  .  -           .           .           .           .           *           .  50,000  00 

Total 1,171,719  05 

War  Office,  October  26, 1792. 

H.  KNOX,  Secretary  of  War. 

Treaburt  Department,  Reqister's  Office,  Novewtber  8, 1792. 
I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  filed  in  this  office. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Regiiter. 

The  above $1,171,719  05 

Deduct  for  mvalids  --.......        82,245  32 

L^^es l/)e9,473  73 


D. 

Comparative  statement  ofeapendUure  and  revenue  to  the  end  of  the  year  1793. 

EXPENDITURE. 

Amount  from  the  commencement  of  the  year  1791  to  the  end  of  the  year  1792,  as 
stated  in  a  report  to  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  23d  January  last  -  -    $7,082,197  74 

Additi(Muil  appropriation  for  the  War  Department,  per  act  of  the  2d  of  B4ay,  1792, 
for  raisin|^  a  further  sum  of  money  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers,  Ac.  -  -        673,500  00 

Appropriauons  by  an  act  of  the  8th  of  May,  1792,  entitled  "An  act  making  certain 
appropriations,  therein  specified"       ....  ~~    \  .  84,497  90 

Moneys  requisite  by  estimate  for  the  current  service  of  1793  ....      1,616,785  10 

Interest  on  the  Public  Debt  for  the  same  year  --....      2  849 194  73 

Total  expenditure 12,306,175  47 
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Defeat  of  Qentral  St.  CUnr. 

'■    ■  ■  -  '    " 

WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

Nett  product  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage  for  the  year  1791,  as  ascertained        -  $3,403,195  18 

Do               do                      do             for  the  year  1792,  as  estimated  (a)     -  3,900,000  00 

Do               do                      do             for  the  year  1793  (6)  -           - .          -  4,000,000  00 

Do  of  duties  on  home  made  spirits  for  one  half-year  of  1791  (c)      -           -  150,000  00 

Do               do                      do         for  1792  (c)        -           -           -           -  400,000  00 

.  Do              do                     do         for  1793  (c)        -           -           .           -  400,000  00 

Surplus  which  will  prohahly  remain  unexpended  of  the  sums  appropriated  for  the 

War  Department  for  1792  (d) 140,000  00 

Total  ways  and  means 12,393,195  18 

NOTES. 

{a)  This  sum  is  estimated  by  adding  to  the  aeoertained  product  of  the  year  1791  an  ascertained  excess  of  the 
proidaot  of  the  first  two  qnarten  of  the  year  1793,  twyond  me  product  of  the  first  two  quarters  of  the  year  1791, 
being  $362,319  11,  and  the  estimated  product  lor  a  half  year  of  the  additional  duties  on  imports  laid  during  tfie 
last  session  of  Congress,  and  commencing  on  the  1st  of  July  last,  being  $261,760.  Accormng  to  tfie  infimni^ 
tion  hitherto  received  at  the  Treasury,  there  is  ereiy  probability  that  the  amount  of  the  duties  for  tiie  last  haUP 
year  of  1792  will  ftilly  equal  this  calculation  of  their  product,  if  the  ratio  of  the  first  half-year  will  exceed  it. 

(b)  This  estimate  proceeds  on  the  basis  of  the  product  of  1792,  making  a  compromise  of  two  considerations-* 
one,  an  increase  which  may  be  expected  equal  to  the  difference  between  a  whole  and  a  half-year's  product  of 
the  additional  duties  above  mentioned ;  the  other,  a  decrease  which  may  arise  from  a  defidcation  of  the  duties  on 
fiweign  spirits,  in  consequence  of  ths  increase  of  domestic  distiUatiop.  Thero  b  good  ground  to  conclude  that 
the  sum  stated  will  rather  &11  short  of  than  exceed  the  actual  product 

(e)  This  bfandi  of  the  revenue  is  not  yet  in  complete  order,  but  enou^  is' ascertained,  by  actual  returns,  to 
Mmd  a  moral  certainty  that  the  product  cannot  be  materially  less  than  is  hero  stated. 

(d)  This  surplus  b  thus  deduced : 
The  total  a|ypropriatkm  lor  the  War  Department  lor  die  year  1792  b   •  -    $1,081,146  68 

The  total  expendituro  to  the  27th  of  October  was         ....     $690,79600 
The  sum  at  that  time  estimated  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  be  ftirther  necessary 

to  the  end  of  the  year,  exduaive  of  provisbn  supplies,  b        -  -  -        218,960  00 

For  provisions  and  contingencies  may  be  stated  a  Anther  sum  of         -  •         80,000  00 

939,746  00 

Balance  which  will  probably  remain  unexpended  .....         141,400  68 

Some  inconsiderable  appropriations  for  particular  purposes  aro  unnoticed,  because  certain  casual  frmds  wiD 
probably  nearly,  if  not  altogether,  balance  them. 
Treasury  Department,  November  14, 1792. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 

[Statements  E  and  F,  **  showing  the  application,  in  detail,  of  the  sums  of  $50,000  and  of  $5,000, 
respectively,  granted  by  an  act  making  certain  appropriations  therein  mentioned,  passed  the  12th 
August,  1790,  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  such  demands  on  the  United  States,  not  otheiwise  pro- 
vided for,  as  shall  have  been  ascertained  and  admitted  in  due  course  of  settlement  at  the  Treasury, 
and  which  are  of  a  nature,  according  to  the  usage  thereof,  to  require  payment  in  specie,"  not  being 
deemed  important,  are  here  omittedj 


GENERAL  ST.  CLAIR'S  DEFEAT. 

House  op  Representatives,  February  15, 1793.  |     Hodgdon,  and  the  Commander-in-diief  of  the  expa- 
Mr.  OiL.s,  from  the  committee,  to  whom  was  recom-       diti«n ;  •b*  ••  the  result  of  their  ftrther  mquirie* 


mitted  the  Report  of  the  committee  qipointed  to  in- 
.quiro  into  the  causes  of  the  fidluro  of  the  expedition 
under  Major  General  St  Clair,  togelher  with  the 
documents  ralatmg  theroto,  including  the  Letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  memorial  of  Samuel 
Hodgdon,  have  proceeded  to  re*examine  the  docu- 
ments fimnerly  before  them,  as  lar  as  seemed  neces- 
sary; to  hear  and  examine  other  testim<my,  pro- 
duced to  them;  to  hear  and  consider  the  written  com* 
municatioiis,  made  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  Samuel 


make  the  IbUowing  supplementary  Report : 

The  original  report  commences  In  the  IbDowing 
words: 

«  The  (Contract  lor  the  sup^es  of  tfie  Army  <m  the 
route  from  Fort  Fitt  was  made  by  Theodosius  Fowler 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  bears  date  the 
twenty-eighth  day  of  October,  one  thousand  seven  huup 
dred  and  ninety ;  that  at  Uie  same  time  a  bond  in  the 
penalty  of  one  hundred  thousand  doUars,  with  Walter 
Livingston  and  John  Codiran,  securities  diereto,  was 
enter^  into  for  tfie  due  execution  of  the  contract ; 
tiiat,  on  the  third  day  of  January,  one  thou^^  seven 
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hnndred  and  ninelj-oiie,  the  oontnctwM  wfaoBj  trans- 
kmd  from  Uie  laia  Fowler  to  WilHem  Doer,  a  oopj  of 
which  tnnifer  WM  lodged  in  the  office  of  the  Seoeteiy 
«f  the  TreiMUT ;  that  by  letter  from  the  Secretaijof 
War,  bearing  <iate  the  twentj-fifth  day  of  Febmary,  one 
thouaand  aeren  hundred  and  ninety-one,  addreaaed  to 
WiUiam  Dner,  it  appeara  that  he  waa  conaidered  aa 
contractor;  that  no  correepondence  appears  to  hare 
taken  place  sobaeqoently  to  that  time  between  The- 
odoaina  Fowler  axMl  either  the  Treasury  or  War  De- 
partmenta.** 

Vtom  documents  received  by  the  Committee, 
since  their  last  appointment,  it  appears  that  the 
copy  of  the  before  mentioned  transfer  was  not 
lodged  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury until  the  seventh  of  April,  one  thousand  se- 
ven hundred  and  ninety-one;  at  which  time  it 
was  received  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
imder  cover  of  a  letter  ftcm  William  Duer,  in- 
forming him  of  the  circumstance  of  the  said  trans- 
fer, and  making  reauisitioos  for  certain  advances 
of  money.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
by  letter  in  reply  of  the  same  date,  agrees  to  make 
the  advances  required  to  William  Duer,  as  the 
agent  of  Theodosius  Fowler. . 

It  appears  that  all  the  warrants  issued  from  the 
Treasury^r  the  purposes  of  this  contract,  were 
issued  to  William  Duer,  as  the  agent  of  Theodo- 
sius Fowler. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  furnished 
the  Committee  with  the  written  opinions  of  the 
Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  and  seve- 
ral other  lawyers  of  eminence,  all  of  whom  con- 
cur in  opinion,  that  the  securities  to  the  bond, 
originally  given  by  Theodosius  Fowler,  for  the 
execution  of  this  contract,  are  now  r^^sponsible  for 
all  damages,  consequent  upon  any  breach  of  that 
contract. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  who  alone  appears  to 
have  been  the  agent  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  in  all  things  relating  to  the  execution  of 
the  contract,  has  always  corresponded  with  Wil- 
liam Duer,  as  the  contractor,  and  his  correspond- 
ence commences  at  a  date  prior  to  that  of  the  copy 
of  the  contract  lodged  at  the  Treasury. 

The  original  report  proceeds — 

**  That,  on  the  sixth  of  Bfarch,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-one,  a  contract  was  entered  into 
by  William  Duer  with  the  ScCTetaiy  of  War,  for  sup- 
mying  the  troops  with  provisions,  until  their  arrival  at 
rort  Pitt,  and  at  Fort  Fitt  A  bond  was,  at  the  same 
time,  entered  into,  by  the  aaid  William  Duer,  for  the 
due  execution  of  the  aaid  contract,  in  the  penalty  of 
§amr  thonaand  doUara^  without  any  aecuritj  whatso- 
ever. 

It  appears,  by  a  re-examination  of  the  docu- 
ments formerly  before  the  Committee,  that  the  date 
and  terms  of  the  last  mentioned  contrfict  were 
misrepresented ;  the  date  being  the  twenty -sixth, 
instead  of  the  silth  of  April,  and  the  terms  of  the 
contract  being  to  furnish  provisions  for  the  troops 
until  their  arrival  at  Fort  Pitt^  but  not  during 
their  continuance  at  that  place.  The  first  of  these 
mistakes  appears  to  have  oeen  merely  casual ;  the 
second  appears  to  have  arisen  from  paying  greater 
attention  to  the  manner  in  which  the  contract  was 


really  executed,  than  to  the  terms  of  the  contract 
itseu ;  it  having  been  conceived  by  the  Commit- 
tee that  Colon^  Neville,  the  agent  for  supplrm^ 
the  troops  during  their  continuance  at  Fprt  Pitt, 
acted  under  the  last  mentioned  contract  This 
circumstance  is  rendered  the  less  materiaL  from 
the  consideration,  that  according  to  the  JMan  of 
campaign,  no  delay  of  the  troops  at  Fort  Pitt  was 
counted  upon.  The  statement  is  otherwise  eof^ 
rect 

The  Secretary  of  War,  in  his  commnnjcatiop, 
states  that  it  was  not  the  custom  of  the  office  to 
require  other  security  than  that  of  the  contractoi^ 
for  the  due  execution  of  contracts  of  small  amoimt ; 
and.it  appeajs  by  a  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  written  since  the  former  report,  that 
the  Secretary  of  War  consulted  with  him  upon 
the  occasion  alluded  to,  and  that  he  agreed  in 
opinion,  that  further  security  was  not  necessary. 

It  is  stated  in  the  original  report,  after  speaking 
of  one  of  the  contractor's  agents,  that — 

''  It  appears  by  letters  from  John  Keen,  another  d 
die  oontractmr'a  agenta,  that  no  moneys  had  been  le- 
cehred  by  him  on  the  eighth  of  May,  and  it  appean 
that  on  Uie  twenty-third  of  March  throe  was  adrueed 
to  William  Duer,  on  the  last  mentioned  contract,  the 
sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars." 

Upon  re-examining  the  letters  of  John  Kean,  it 
appears  that  he  had  received  the  sum  of  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars,  and  no  more,  before  the 
aforesaid  eifi^nth  day  of  May,  which  was  bef<»e 
overlooked  by  the  Committee.  And  it  appears 
from  documents  received  by  the  Committee  since 
their  report,  that  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dol- 
lars was  not  advanced  to  William  Duer  on  ac- 
count of  the  last  mentioned  contract,  on  the  twen- 
ty-third of  March.  The  Committee  were  led  into 
tnis  mistake  by  a  document  received  from  the 
Treasurer,  representing  the  fact  as  stated  in  the 
original  report;  which  document  is  stUl  before 
the  Committee.  The  true  state  of  this  transac- 
tion as  recently  stated,  appears  to  be  as  follows : 

A  warrant  issued  in  favor  of  Joseph  Howell,  on 
the  twentv-third  of  March,  for  the  sum  of  fifteen 
thousand  dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment generally,  and  not  for  WiUiam  Duer,  as 
stated  m  the  account  rendered  by  the  Treasurer ; 
of  which  sum,  were  advanced  to  William  Duer, 
on  the  twenty-sixth  of  March,  four  thousand  dol- 
lars ;  on  the  eighth  day  of  May  following,  were 
paid  to  James  Smith,  contracting  agent  for  Wil- 
liam Duer,  one  thousand  doUm;  and  between 
the  twenty-first  of  May  and  the  twenty-third  d 
July,  were  paid  to  John  Kean,  another  agent  for 
William  Duer,  four  hundred  and  thirty-seven  del' 
lars  and  ninety-one  cents — making  the  whole  som 
advanced  on  the  last  mentioned  contract,  five 
thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-seven  dollars 
and  ninety-one  cents.  The  residue  of  the  fifteen 
thousand  dollars  is  .suggested  to  have  been  apjdied 
to  the  use  of  the  War  Department  generally. 

The  original  report  states  that — 

**  It  appears  from  the  oorreraondence  of  (General  But- 
ler, irom  the  ninth  of  May  to  me  ninth  of  June,  repeat- 
ed  oQBplaints  were  made  of  frtal  minnanage—nta  and 
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negleeto  in  the  QiudrtennMter's  and  Myhury  Stacw  de- 
Murtmentey  partiiciilftily  ai  to  lenU,  knapimki,  oamp 
fcettlai,  caitndge  boxai,  p«ck-MMidlet»  &c^  all  of  whi<^ 
artidea  were  deficient  in  qnantitj  and  bad  in  qnality. 
The  pack-aaddlea,  particiilarly,  were  made  in  Philadel- 
idua,  which,  with  the  tnuuportation,  amounted  to  more 
titan  doable  the  wioe  at  which  they  mi^  have  been 
procured  at  Fort  Pitt,  and  were  found,  upon  examina> 
tion,  to  be  unfit  for  uae." 

Mr.  HodffdoQ  has  produced  to  the  Committee 
a  nmnber  en  ex-poHe  affidarits  and  certificates  to 
prove  that  these  several  articles  were  furnished 
m  sufficient  quantities,  and  of  good  quality.  Most 
of  these  affidavits,  however,  were  made  by  the 
manufacturers  of  the  respective  articles,  or  per- 
sons in  the  employment  or  Mr.  Hodgdcm,  and  ge- 
nerally written  in  a  different  handwriting  from 
that  of  the  subscribing  deponents,  and  most  of  the 
certificates  by  persons  unknown  to  the  Commit- 
tee. But  the  testimony  formerly  taken  by  the 
Committee,  and  the  corroboration  of  it  by  the  evi- 
dence of  respectable  and  disinterested  persons, 
lately  taken  by  the  Committee,  in  presence  of  Mr. 
Hodgdon,  appears  abundand^  sufficient  to  justify 
the  statement  of  facts  contained  in  the  original 
report  With  respect  to  the  pack-saddles,  how- 
ever, it  is  necessary  to  remark,  that  some  qualifi- 
cation of  the  expression  used  in  the  original  re* 
port  would  be  proper.  They  ai^[)ear  to  have  been 
made  of  different  sizes ;  those  of  the  largest  siae 
are  proved  to  have  been  wholly  unfit  Tor  use, 
the  norses  used  for  pack-horses  being  ffenerally 
small.  Some  of  the  smaller  pack-sikkDes,  how^ 
ever,  appear  to  have  been  used  in  the  campaign, 
and  to  nave  answered  the  intended  purpose  better 
than  was  at  first  expected. 

It  is  stated  in  the  original  report  that — 

**  The  arms  sent  forward  s^P^ar  not  to  have  been 
duly  examined,  and  arrived  at  Fort  Pitt  extremely  out 
of  order,  and  many  totally  unfit  for  use,  which  drcum- 
stanoe  rendered  repairs  absolutely  neoessaiy,  and  added 
to  the  delay  of  the  troops  at  Fort  Htt^ 

The  Committee  are  led  to  conclude,  from  au- 
thentic information  recently  received,  that  the 
complaint  of  the  arms  intended  for  the  regular 
troops  and  levies,  is  unfounded ;  some  of  the  arms 
appear  to  have  been  damaged,  after  the]^  were  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  troops,  from  their  ine^qie- 
rience  or  carelessness,  thou|^  delivered  to  them 
in  ffood  order. 

The  Committee  were  induced  to  make  the  un- 
qualified statement  contained  in  the  original  re- 
port, from  the  nnnnalified  manner  in  wnich  this 
subject  is  spoken  or  by  some  of  tl^  witnesses,  form- 
erly examined  by  the  Committee :  they  not  having 
stated  with  sufficient  (xrecision  the  causes  of  the 
arms  being  out  of  repair,  nor  specifying  the  pro- 
bable numoer  requiring  repairs. 

The  original  report  proceeds  with  the  follow- 
ing expression : 

**  It  appears  that  a  great  prt^rtion  of  the  powder, 
suppliea  for  the  use  df  the  Aimy,  was  not  of  good 
quality,  though  an  experiment  was  made  by  Major  Fer^ 
guson,  at  Fort  Pitt,  with  a  howitzer,  who  reported  in  fo- 
vor  of  the  quali^  of  the  powder." 


The  Committee  are  satisfied  from  experiments 
made  since  the  original  rep<Mrt  by  Captain  Ford, 
at  Fort  Washinfi^ton,  upon  request  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  and  by  samples  of  the  powder  from 
thence,  actually  furnished  the  Committee,  that 
the  powder  was  orij^naUy  of  good  quidity ;  but 
that  a  certain  quantity  of  it  was  damaged  by  ex- 
posure to  the  air  and  mobture  after  being  issued 
to  the  troops.  And  it  appears  to  have  been  pow- 
der of  this  description,  upon  which  experiments 
were  made  by  some  of  the  officers  in  the  expedi* 
tion,  which  produced  unfavorable  impressions  as 
to  the  qualitjr  of  the  powder  in  geneial ;  for  it  is 
certain,  a  belief  was  enrrentljr  entertaii^  amongst 
the  officers^  that  the  powder  in  general  was  not  of 
good  auahty.  The  Insufficienc]^  of  the  powder, 
after  tne  Army  took  the  field,  is  accounted  for 
from  the  bad  quality  of  the  tents.  It  is  in  testi- 
mony to  the  Committee,  that  great  quantities  of 
the  fixed  ammunition  were  actually  rendered  use- 
less from  that  cause. 

It  is  stated  in  the  original  report  that — 

^  Mr.  Hodgdon  was  app<Nnted  Quartermastsr  Qmuif 
ral  in  the  month  of  Bfarch,  and  continued  at  Philadel- 
phia untfl  the  fourth  of  June,he  then  jmiceeded  to  Fort 
Pitt,  where  he  arrived  on  the  tenth  of  the  same  month ; 
no  sufficient  causes  have  appeared  to  the  Committee  to 
justify  this  delay,  and  his  presence  with  the  Army  ap- 
peared to  have  been  essentially  necessary  preriomi^ 
to  that  time." 

In  this  statement,  the  duration  of  Mr.  Hod^ 
don's  stay  at  Fort  Pitt  was  casuidly  omitted, 
which  appears  to  have  been  from  the  tenth  of 
June,  till  the  twenty-sixth  of  August.  The  inser* 
tion  of  this  fact  will  sufficiently  explain  the  sense 
of  the  Coinmittee  in  the  inference  respecting  the 
time  in  which  the  presence  of  the  Cluartermaster 
General  was  necessary  a^  the  Army. 

It  is  stated  in  the  original  report  that— 

**  There  were  six  hundred  and  serentj-five  stand  of 
arms  at  Fort  Washington,  on  tfie  first  of  June,  and 
most  of  those  totally  out  of  xqMnr." 

These  arms,  the  precise  number  of  which  ap- 
pears not  to  be  accurately  ascertained,  are  admit- 
ted by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  have  been  at  Fort 
Washington  in  the  situation  described,  but  he 
suff^*^  that  they  were  old  and  useless  arms, 
which  had  been  collected  at  that  place,  and  were 
not  counted  upon  as  any  part  of  the  supj^y  of 
arms  for  the  expedition.  It  appears  that  the  regu- 
lar troops  and  levies  were  completely  supplied 
with  arms,  without  recurrence  to  this  stock :  but 
a  number  of  them  was  repaired,  by  orders  of  the 
Commander-in-chief  of  the  expcMiition,  with  a 
view,  as  he  suggests,  to  arm  the  militia  from  Ken- 
tucky, ^o,  it  was  expected,  would  arrive,  either 
insufficiently  armed,  or  not  armed  at  all ;  and  he 
did  not  conceive  the  arrangements,  made  by  die 
War  Department,  competent  to  arming  the  mili- 
tia, togetner  with  the  other  troops. 

The  original  report  states  that — 

'<  The  privates  of  the  leries  received  but  three  dol- 
lara  pay  each,  fifom  the  time  of  their  respectire  enlist- 
ments to  the  time  of  then*  reepectiTe  discharges,  and* 
were  actually  disdiarged  wi^ut  ftrther  pay  or  settle- 
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;  Botet  of  dMcbflxge  were  grrMi  Ihwa,  lytdlyuig 
lb*  time  of  Uwff  Mrnca,  and  beipniic  endora^^ 
•ome  adTtnow  had  beeii  made  to  tlMm  on  aeoMmt, 
witlMmt  atattng  the  amount,  the  olject  of  which  ia  aaf- 
gerted  to  haye  beeii  to  prerent  tranflfen ;  the  intended 
eflect  waa  not  prodnoed  by  the  measure ;  the  notes 
were  sold  for  trifling  oonsideraticnis ;  the  real  sums  due 
on  the  notes  were  ▼arious  from  ten  to  twenty-fiTo 
dollars,  and  thej  were  freraentlj  sold  for  one  dollar,  or 
one  gallon  of  wfaidiej.  The  moneys  for  the  pay  of 
the  levies  did  not  leaTe  Phibdelphia  tffl  the  fourth  of 
December,  one  thousand  seren  hundred  and  ninety-one, 
nor  arrire  at  Fort  Wadiington,tiD  the  timd  of  January, 
one  thousand  seren  hui^M  and  ninety-two,  some 
time  after  tifo  last  enlisted  leries  are  known  to  have 
been  entitled  to  their  disdiarges." 

In  addition  to  the  reasons  contained  in  the  ori- 
ginal report,  respecting  the  discharging  of  the 
levies,  without  their  stipulatedpay,  wnich  are  ad- 
mitted by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  have  been 
justly  stated,  he  has,  in  his  late  communication,  sug- 
gested to  the  Committee,  that,  at  the  time  of  the 
discharge  of  the  levies  tnere  was  actually,  in  the 
hands  w  the  Quartermaster  GKsneraL  the  sum  of 
sixteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety-two 
dollars  and  seyenty  cents,  which  were  subject  to 
be  applied  to  any  object,  agreeably  to  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Commander-m-chief  or  the  expedition, 
and  might  have  been  applied^  if  he  thought  pro^ 
per,  to  the  payment  of  the  discharged  levies,  and 
would  have  been  sufficient  for  two  months  pay 
to  the  officers,  and  four  months  pay  to  the  pn- 
rates.  This  sum  is  admitted  by  the  Cluartermas- 
ter  General  to  have  been  in  his  hands  at  the  time 
of  the  discharge  of  the  levies,  and  would  have 
been  applied  to  their  pav  if  orders  had  been  given 
by  the  uommander-in-cnief  of  the  expedition  for 
that  purpose :  but  that  no  such  orders  ever  were 
received  by  him.  The  Secretary  of  War  infers 
from  these  circumstances,  that  no  censure  shoula 
be  imputed  to  the  War  Department  £off  not  having 
paid  imjilicit  attention  to  tnis  subject 

The  circumstances  respecting  this  transaction 
have  been  attentively  examined  by  the  Commit- 
tee, and  appear  to  them  to  be  the  following :  The 
duartermaster  General,  ujpon  his  leaving  Phila- 
delphia, was  furnished  with  the  sum  <u  twenty 
thousand  aoUars  for  the  use  of  that  Department. 
He  was  afterwards  furnished  with  two  other 
sums,  to  wit :  the  sum  of  seventeen  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-four  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  on 
the  twenty-third  of  July ;  and  the  sum  of  two 
thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars 
and  sixty  cents,  on  the  seventh  day  of  July — 
inakin^,  together,  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  and 
sixty-nme  dollars  and  ten  cents.  It  appears  by 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  expedition,  that  five  thou- 
sand dollars  of  this  sum  were  to  be  applied  to  the 
pay  of  the  ^regular  troops,  if  the  Commander-in- 
chief  should  deem  that  a  proper  application  of 
the  money ;  whicL  however,  was  not  done.  The 
remainingpart  of^this  money  was  intended  to 
form  a  kmd  of  military  chest,  to  answer  contin- 

tni'  expenses,  subject,  however,  to  the  control  of 

e  Commander-in-chief.     It  appears  that  the 


Quartermaster  Oeneral,  in  addition  to  these  sm- 
plies  of  cash,  was  authorized  to  draw  biBs  oo  the 
Secretary  of  War,  with  this  restrictioB— Aat  the 
Commander-in-chief  should  approve  of  all  drafks, 
and  certify  the  necessity  or  propriety  of  makiiif 
them.  Tne  Q^iartermaster  General  commenced 
his  drafts  at  Fort  Pitt,  previously  to  his  arrrral 
at  headquarters,  to  the  amount  of  two  thousand 
ax  hundred  doUars,  and  continued  them  after  his 
arrival ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  those  drafts 
were  certified  or  sanctioned  by  the  Commander- 
in-chief ;  all  which  drafts  were  honored  by  the 
Secretary  of  War. 

It  is  suggested  by  the  Commander-in-chief  that 
he  never  consideied  the  money,  before  mentioned, 
appropriated  to  the  pay  of  the  levies,  upon  their 
discharges,  nor  that  it  was  ever  intended  to  be  ap- 
plied to  that  object  He  further  susgests  a  waat 
of  knowledge  of  the  money  said  to  be  on  hand  at 
the  time  of  the  discharges  of  the  levies,  akhouffh 
he  admits  that  the  Quartermaster  General  ahoruy 
after  his  arrival  at  headquarters  tendered  him  a 
statement  of  the  cash  on  hand,  which  he  tetom- 
ed,  without  examination,  obeerving,  that  he  had 
already  received  sufficient  information  rebtiv^y 
thereto  from  the  Secretary  of  War ;  that  he  was 
informed  <^  the  amount  of  moneys  originally  re- 
ceived by  the  Quartermaster  General,  and  coa- 
eeived  that  he  could  form  some  idea  of  the  ba- 
lance on  hand  from  the  sums  disbursed  in  conse- 
quence of  warrants  drawn  bjr  him.  which  he 
expected  were  paid  from  that  fund;  that  his  waat 
of  information  as  to  the  real  balance  arose  fxauL 
the  circumstance  of  the  bills  drawn  by  the  Qoar- 
termaster  Genearal  without  his  knowledge;  or  the 
requisite  certificate  from  him,  which  Ulls  operated 
as  a  relief  to  that  fund  for  their  amount.  The 
Commander-in-chief  of  the  expedition  further 
suggested  to  the  Committee,  in  presence  of  the 
Quartermaster  General,  that,  upon  making  drafb 
upon  the  fund  before  alluded  to,  he  usually  in- 
quired of  the  Quartermaster  General  whether  it 
was  sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  answering  the 
drafl  and  upon  repeating  ttiis  inquiry,  just  befbre 
the  discharge  of  the  levies,  he  received  for  an- 
swer, "  that  the  chest  was  very  low."  This  state- 
ment was  acquiesced  in,  or  at  least  not  denied,  by 
the  Quartermaster  General. 

The  Quartermaster  General  has  furnished  the 
Committee  with  a  statement  of  his  account  l^f^ 
which  it  appears  that  he  had  on  hand,  on  the  fifm 
day  of  November,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-one,  oaaJi,  to  the  amount  of  fifteen 
thousand  nine  nundrea  and  twelve  doUars  and 
forty-two  cents,  and  two-thirds  of  a  cent,  which, 
he  suggests,  have  since  been  applied  to  the  use  of 
his  Department  This  balance  is  denied  to  have 
been  on  hand,  by  the  Commander-in-chief^  at  tlukt 
time,  and  he  bias  ftimished  a  statement  of  dis- 
bursements from  the  original  (bnd;  which  leaves 
the  amount  of  the  balance  at  the  time  of  the  dis- 
charge of  the  levies,  of  one  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  eighty-three  dollars  and  eighty-six  cents, 
exclusive  fA  five  thousand  dollars  appropriated  to 
thejpay  of  the  old  troops. 

The  Commander-in-ehief  further  suggests,  that 
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tkcrewms  no  Paymaster  to  the  Army,  nor  anr  per- 
son authorized  to  settle  the  accotmts  of  the  soldiers 
and  ascertain  the  real  balances  dne.to  them,  nntii 
the  arriral  of  Mr.  Swann,  on  the  third  day  of  Jar 
anary,  one  thoosand  seren  hundred  and  ninety- 
two,  and  infers  that  he  had  no  authority  to  direct 
a  settbment  and  order  pay  to  the  sdoiers,  until 
he  was  infwmed  ai  the  arrangements  made  at  the 
War  Oflke  relatirely  to  that  object  This  sug^ 
gestion  is  strongly  confirmed  by  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  ^  War,  addressed  to  the  Commander- 
in-chief^  and  forwarded  by  Mr.  Swann,  which  de- 
signates Mr.  Swann  as  Paymaster,  and  contains 
instructions  relatively  to  the  terms  ai  settling  the 
accounts  of  the  soldiery.  The  same  letter  serres 
to  show  that  the  twenty  thousand  and  sixty-nine 
doUurs  and  ten  cents,  put  into  the  possession  <tf 
the  Qwurtermaster  General,  were  not  conclusively 
destined  for  the  pay  of  the  levies,  nor  so  consi- 
dered by  the  Secretarr  oi  War.  Because  it  is  as- 
serted m  the  letter,  that  Mr.  Swann  is  furnished 
with  a  sum  of  money  sufficient  for  the  whole  pay 
of  the  levies,  withiwt  making  any  deduction  in 
consequence  of  the  moneys  fumisned  the  dnar- 
termaster  OoieraL 

It  is  asserted  by  the  Secretary  of  War  in  his 
communication  to  the  Committee,  that  the  time 
of  the  service  of  the  levies  did  not  exmre  until 
after  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Swann  at  Fort  Washing- 
ton, particularly  Qaither's  and  Rhea's  battalions, 
the  term  of  tnetr  enlistments  havinff  been  to 
serve  six  months  after  their  arrival  at  Fort  Wash- 
.  ington,  which  was  deemed  the  place  of  rendez- 
vous. The  time  which  has  elapsed  from  the  pe- 
riod of  enlistment  to  their  arrival  at  Fort  Wash- 
ington, or  the  evident  impropriety  of  annexing 
snch  a  condition  to  the  enliirtments,  caused  the 
condition  itself  to  be  dispensed  with :  and  those 
levies  were  actually  discharged  shortly  after  the 
twelfth  of  November,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-one,  in  consequence  of  having  served 
six  months,  which  is  the  extent  of  the  service  au- 
thorized by  law.  and  actually  received  certificates 
at  that  time  of  naving  performed  six  months  ser- 
vice. 

Upon  a  re-examination  <^  the  residue  of  the 
original  report,  and  the  evidence  now  before  the 
Committee,  they  ace  satisfied  with  the  same,  and 
find  no  material  alterations  or  corrections  neoes- 
saiT. 

A  regard  for  candor  has  induced  the  Commit- 
tee to  Mopt  this  mode  of  reporting ;  because  the 
orijginal  report  is  thereby  preserve^  mistakes  ex- 
istinff  in  the  same,  and  which  are  now  corrected, 
and  the  causes  of  those  mistakes  rendered  obvious, 
and  the  whole  subject  presoited  to  view,  upon  the 
fiurest  tenoas,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  to 
all  persons  in  any  degree  concerned  therein. 

]UM)ROANIZATION  OF  8UPREMS  COURT. 

Geniiemm  of  the  StnaUf  and 

cf  ike  Hou$t  of  R^pre$miatioe» : 

I  lay  before  you  a  copy  of  a  Letter  and  repre- 
sentation fWmi  the  Chief  Justice  and  Associate 


Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  die  United 
States,  stating  the  difficulties  and  inconveniences 
which  attend  the  discharge  oi  their  duties,  accord- 
ing to  the  present  Judiciary  system. 

A  copy  of  a  Lictter  from  the  Judges  attending 
the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
North  Carolina  dis^ct,  in  June  last,  containing 
their  observations  on  an  act  passed  during  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  entided  '*  An  act  to  provide 
for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of  widows  and 
orphans  barred  by  the  limitetions  heretofore  esta- 
bbshed,  and  to  regulate  the  claims  to  invalid  pen- 
sions.'* GEO.  WASHINGTON. 

Uif rrsn  Statbs,  Nw.  7, 1799. 

PHlLADBLPniA,  Aug,  9, 1792. 

Sir  :  Your  official  connexion  with  the  Lcjgia- 
lature,  and  the  consideration  that  applicati<^ 
from  us  to  them  cannot  be  made  in  any  manner 
so  respectful  to  Government  as  through  the  Pre- 
sident, induce  us  to  request  your  attention  to  the 
enclosed  reprmntatiioiL  and  that  you  will  be 
plcHued  to  lay  it  before  tne  Congress. 

We  really,  sir,  find  the  burdens  laid  upon  us  so 
excessive  that  we  cannot  forbear  representing 
them  in  strong  and  exjdicit  terms. 

On  extraorcunary  occasions  we  shall  always  be 
ready,  as  good  citizens,  to  make  extraordinary  exer- 
tions \  but  while  our  country  enjoys  prosperity, 
and  nothing  occurs  to  require  or  justify  such  sever- 
ities, we  cannot  reconcile  ourselves  to  the  idea  of 
^x?*"ng  in  exile  from  our  families,  and  of  being 
subjected  to  a  kind  (tf  life  on  which  we  cannot  re- 
flect without  experiencing  sensations  and  emoticms 
more  easy  to  conceive  than  proper  for  us  to  ex- 
press. 

With  the  most  perfect  respect,  esteem,  and  at- 
tachmoit,  we  have  the  honor  to  he,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  and  most  humble  servants, 

JOHN  JAY, 
WILLIAM  CUSHING, 
JAMBS  WILSON, 
JOHN  BLAIR, 
JAMES  IREDBLL. 
THOMAS  JOHNSON. 
The  Prbsiobnt  op  tub  Unitbd  Statbs. 

The  Chief  Judiee  wihd  ike  AMeoeiaU  Judgee  of  ike  Ai- 
prtme  Court  rtopeetjuify  repreeent  to  the  Congreee 
of  the  UniiedStatee: 

That  idien  the  present  judicial  arrangements 
todc  place,  it  appeared  to  be  a  fleneral  and  well- 
founded  opinion,  that  the  act  then  passed  was  to 
be  considered  rather  as  introducing  a  temporary 
expedient  than  a  permanent  system,  and  that  it 
would  be  revised  as  soon  asajperiod  of  greater 
leisure  should  arrive.  The  subject  was  new.  and 
was  rendered  intricate  and  embarrassing  by  local 
as  well  as  other  difficulties;  and  the^e  was  rea- 
son to  presume  that  others,  not  at  that  time  ap- 
parent, would  be  discovered  by  experience.  The 
ensuing  sessions  of  Congress  were  so  occupied  by 
other  affidrs  of  great  andpressing  importance,  that 
the  Judges  thought  it  improper  to  mterrupt  the 
attention  of  Congress  by  any  application  on  the 
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fubieet  That,  as  it  would  not  become  them  to 
wa^gaX  what  alteratiiMis  cht  system  ought  in  their 
c^Mnion  to  be  fonned  and  adopted,  they  omit  mak- 
ing any  remarks  on  that  heaa ;  bat  their  feel  most 
sensibly  the  necessity  which  preans  tncan  to  re- 
presttU— 

That  the  task  of  holding  twenty-seren  Circuit 
Coorts  a  year,  in  the  different  States,  &om  New 
Hampshire  to  Qeoreja,  besides  two  sessions  <^  the 
Supreme  Court  at  rhiladelphia,  in  the  two  most 
severe  seasons  of  the  year,  is  a  task  iHiich,  consi- 
dering the  extent  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
small  nnmber  of  Judges,  is  too  burdensome.  That 
to  require  of  the  Judges  to  pass  the  greater  part  of 
their  days  on  the  road,  and  at  inns,  and  a  distance 
from  their  families,  is  a  requisition  which,  in  their 
opinion,  should  not  be  made  unless  in  cases  of  ne- 
cessity. That  some  of  the  present  Judges  ^  not 
enjoy  health  and  strength  ofbody  suffic  lent  to  enable 
them  to  undergo  the  toilsome  journeys  through 
different  clim^es  and  seasons^  w^ch  they  are 
called  upon  to  undertake;  nor  is  it  probable  that 
any  set  of  Judges,  howet^er  robust,  would  be  able 
to  support,  and  punctuidly  execute,  such  serere 
duties  for  any  length  of  time.  That  me  distinction 
made  between  the  Supreme  Court  and  its  Judges, 
and  appointing  the  same  men  finally  to  correct  in 
one  capacity  the  erron  which  they  themselves 
majr  hare  committed  in  another,  is  a  distinction 
unmendly  to  impartial  justice,  and  to  that  confi- 
dence in  the  Supreme  C5ourt  which  it  ib  so  essen- 
tial to  the  public  interest  should  be  reposed  in  it 
The  Judges  dedme  minute  details,  and  purposely 
omit  many  considerations,  which  they  are  per- 
suaded will  occur  whenever  the  subject  is  atten- 
tively discussed  and  ccmsidered.  They  most  earn- 
estly request  that  it  may  meet  with  early  attention, 
and  that  the  system  may  be  so  modified  as  that 
thev  may  be  relieved  from  their  present  painful 
and  improper  situation. 

JOHN  JAY, 
WILLIAM  CUSHING, 
JAMES  WILSON, 
JOHN  BLAIR, 
JAMES  IREDELL, 
THOMAS  JOHNSON. 

NswBBRN,  NoBTB  Caboluia,  Jufm  8, 1792. 

Sib  :  We,  the  Judges  now  attending  at  the  Cir- 
cuit Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of 
North  Carolina,  conceive  it  our  duty  to  lay  before 
you  some  important  observations  wnich  have  oc- 
curred to  us  m  the  consideration  of  an  act  of  Con- 
gress lately  passed,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  provide  for 
the  settlement  of  claims  of  widows  and  orphans 
barred  by  the  limitations  heretofore  established, 
and  to  regulate  the  claims  to  invalid  pensions." 

We  beg  leave  to  premise,  that  it  is  as  much  an 
inclination  as  it  is  our  duty^  to  receive  with  all 
possiUe  respect  every  act  of  the  Legislature,  and 
that  we  never  can  find  ourselves  in  a  more  painful 
situation  than  to  be  obUffed  to  object  to  the  execu- 
tion of  any,  more  especiidly  to  the  execution  of  one 
founded  on  the  purest  principles  of  humanity  and 
justice,  which  tne  act  m  question  undoubteoly  is. 


BuL  however  kmenlahle  a  diffiaence  in 
really  may  be,  or  with  whatever  difficulty  wvmaT 
have  formed  an  opmioo,  we  are  under  the  india- 
pen»ble  necessity  of  acting  aecoidiiur  to  the  beat 
dictates  of  our  own  judgment,  after  duy  wrirhiag 
every  consideiation  thatcanoccurtouiL  whid&  we 
have  done  on  the  pfesent  orcasinn  Theextiesie 
importance  of  the  case,  and  our  desire  of  hmam 
emlicit  beyond  the  danger  of  being  misaadenrtDOd, 
will,  we  hi^  justify  us  in  stating  our  observatioBB 
in  a  systematic  manner.  We,  merefore,  sir,  anb- 
mit  to  you  the  following: 

L  That  the  Legislative,  Executive,  and  Judicial 
Departments  are  each  fanned  in  a  sqwimte  wmk 
independent  manner,  and  that  the  ultmiate  basis 
of  eish  is  the  Constitution  only,  within  the  limita 
of  which  eadi  Department  can  alone  justify  any 
act  of  authority. 

2.  That  the  Legislature,  amang  other  imnortant 
powers,  unqnestionahly  possess  that  of  estaUtshimr 
Courts  in  such  a  manner  as  to  thor  wisdom  ^au 
appear  best,  limited  by  the  terms  of  the  Constitn- 
ti<m  only ;  and  to  whatever  extent  that  power  ma  j 
be  exercised,  or  however  severe  the  duty  they  may 
think  proper  to  require,  the  Judses,  when  apfpoini- 
ed  in  virtue  of  any  such  estabushment,  owe  im- 
plicit and  unreserved  obe^ence  to  it 

3.  That,  at  the  same  time,  such  Courts  cannot 
be  warranted,  as  we  conceive,  by  virtue  of  that 
part  of  the  Constitution  delegating  Judicial  power 
for  the  exercise  of  which  any  act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture is  provided,  in  exercismg  (even  under  the 
authority  of  another  act)  any  power  not  in  its  na-  . 
ture  Judicial,  or,  if  Judi<ual,  not  provided  for  upon 
the  terms  the  Constitution  requires. 

4.  That  idiatever  doubt  may  be  suggested,  whe- 
ther the  power  in  question  is  properiy  of  a  Judicial 
nature,  yet  inasmuch  as  the  deciaon  <^  the  Court 
is  not  made  final,  but  may  be  at  least  suttiended  in 
its  operation  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  it  he  shall 
have  cause  to  suspect  inqposttion  or  mistake,  this 
subjects  the  decinon  of  thie  Court  to  a  modeof  re- 
vision which  we  omsider  to  be  unwarranted  by  the 
Constitution;  for,  though  Cong^cK may  certainly 
establish,  in  instances  not  yet  provided  tor,  Courts 
of  appellate  jurisdiction,  yet  such  Courts  must 
consist  ai  Judges  appointed  in  the  mann»  the 
Constitution  requires,  and  holding  their  offices  by 
no  other  tenure  than  that  of  their  good  behaviour, 
by  which  tenure  the  office  of  Secretary  of  War  is 
not  hdd ;  and  we  beg  leave  to  add,  with  all  due 
deference,  that  no  decision  of  any  Court  of  the 
United  States  can.  under  any  circumstances,  a 
our  opinion,  a^peeably  to  the  Ckm^tntion,  be  lia- 
ble to  a  revemon,  or  even  suspension,  by  the  Le- 
gislature itself,  in  whom  no  Judicial  power  of  any 
kind  appears  to  be  vested  but  the  important  one 
relative  to  impeachments. 

These,  sir,  are  our  reasons  for  being  of  oiMnion, 
as  we  are  at  present,  that  this  Circuit  Court  can- 
not be  justified  in  the  execution  of  that  part  of  the 
act  which  requires  it  to  examine,  and  report  an 
opinion  on  the  unfortunate  cases  of  officers  and 
soldiers  disabled  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States.  The  part  of  the  act  requiring  the  Court 
to  sit  five  days  for  the  purpose  m  receiving  appli 
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cati<m8  from  such  persons,  we  shall  deem  it  our 
dvty  to  comply  with ;  for,  whether  in  our  opinion 
such  purixMe  can  or  cannot  be  answered,  it  is,  as 
we  conceive,  our  indispensable  duty  to  keep  open 
any  Court  of  which  we  have  the  honor  to  be  Judges, 
as  long  as  Congress  shall  direct 

The  hiffh  respect  we  entertain  for  the  Legisla- 
ture, our  feelings  as  men  for  persons  whose  situ- 
ation requires  the  earliest  as  well  as  th&  most 
effectual  relief,  and  our  sincere  desire  to  promote, 
whether  officially  or  otherwise,  the  just  and  be- 
nevolent views  of  Congress  so  conspicuous  on  the 
present  as  well  a^  on  manv  other  occasions,  have 
induced  us  to  reiect  whetner  we  could  be  justified 
in  acting  under  this  act  personally  in  the  character 
of  Commissioners  during  the  session  of  a  Court; 
and  could  we  be  satisfied  that  we  had  authority  to 
do  so,  we  would  cheerfully  devote  such  part  of  our 
time  as  might  be  necessary  for  the  performance  of 
the  service.  But  we  confess  we  have  great  doubts 
on  this  head.  The  power  appears  to  be  given  to 
the  Court  only,  and  not  to  the  Judses  of  it ;  and  as 
the  Secretary  of  War  has  not  a  discretion  in  all 
instances,  but  only  in  those  where  he  has  cause  to 
suspect  imposition  or  mistake,  to  withhold  a  per- 
son recommended  by  the  Court  from  beinff  named 
on  the  pension  list,  it  would  be  necessary  lor  us  to 
be  well  persuaded  we  possessed  such  an  authmty 
before  we  exercised  a  power  which  miA^t  be  a 
means  of  drawins  money  out  of  the  pubuc  Trea* 
sury,  as  effectually  as  an  express  appropriation  by 
law.  We  do  not  mean,  however,  to  preclude  our- 
selves from  a- very  deliberate  consideration  whe- 
ther we  can  be  warranted  in  executing  the  pur- 
poses of  the  act  in  that  manner,  in  case  an  appli- 
cation should  be  made. 

No  application  has  yet  been  made  to  the  Court, 
or  to  ourselves  individually,  and,  therefore,  we  have 
had  some  doubts  as  to  the  propriety  of  giving  an 
opinion  in  a  case  which  hais  not  yet  come  regu- 
lirlj  and  judicially  before  us.  None  can  be  more 
sensible  than  we  are  of  the  necessity  of  Judges  be- 
ing, in  general^  extremely  cautious  m  not  intimat- 
ing an  opinion  m  any  case  extra-judicially,  because 
we  well  know  how  liable  the  b^t  minds  are,  not- 
withstanding their  utmost  care,  to  a  bias  which 
may  arise  from  a  preconceived  opinion,  even  un- 
guardedly, much  more  deliberately  given.  But  in 
the  present  instance,  as  many  unfortunate  and 
meritorious  individuals,  whom  Confess  have  just- 
ly thought  proper  objects  of  immediate  relief,  may 
suffer  very  great  dLntress  even  by  a  short  delay,  and 
may  be  utterly  ruined  by  a  long  one,  we  deter- 
mined at  all  events  to  make  our  sentiments  known 
as  early  as  possible,  considering  this  as  a  case  ^ich 
must  be  deemed  an  exception  to  the  general  vale 
upon  every  principle  of  humanity  and  justice ;  re- 
solyinff,  however,  that  so  fiir  as  we  are  concerned 
individually,  in  case  an  application  should  be  made, 
we  will  most  attentively  hear  it ;  and  if  we  can 
be  convinced  this  opinion  is  a  wrong  one,  we  shall 
not  hesitate  to  act  accordingly,  being  as  far  from 
the  weakness  of  supposing  that  there  is  any  re- 
proach in  havinff  committed  an  error,  to  wnich 
the  greatest  and  best  men  are  sometimes  liable,  as 
we  should  be  from  so  low  a  sense  of  duty  as  to 
2d  CoH. 


think  it  would  not  be  the  hishest  and  most  deserv- 
ed reproach  that  could  be  bestowed  on  any  men 
f^much  more  on  Judges)  that  they  were  capable, 
irom  any  motive,  of  persevering  against  conviction 
in  apparently  maintaining  an  opinion  which  they 
really  thought  to  be  erroneous. 

We  take  the  liberty  to  request,  sir,  that  ygu  will 
be  pleased  to  lay  this  Letter  before  the  Legislature 
of  the  United  States  at  their  next  session,  and  have 
the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  and  most  faithful  servants! 

JAMES  IREDBLL, 
One  qfthe  AeeowUe  Juetices  of  the 

Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Statee. 
JNO.  SITGREAVES, 
Judge  of  the  United  States 

for  the  North  Carolina  District. 
The  PRBSinBNT  of  ths  Uniteu  States. 


REPORT  ON  NEWSPAPER  POSTAGE. 

CMadeto  tiie  Hooteof  BepratentaaTei,  flecond  tMikm  Second 

CongroM.] 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  that  part  of  the 

President's  Speech  which  relates  to  the  transportation 

of  Newspapers,  Report: 

That  after  a  communication  with  the  Postmas- 
ter G^eral,  on  the  subject  under  consideration, 
they  beg  leave  to  recommend  the  following  pro- 
visions : 

1.  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  authorized 
to  direct  his  deputies  to  receive  subscriptions  for 
newspapers. 

2.  That  every  subscriber,  at  the  time  of  sub- 
scribing, pay  to  the  postmaster  the  amount  of  a 
half  vcSirs  postage  on  the  paper  which  he  engages 
to  taxe.  ana  half  of  the  annual  price  of  the  paper. 

.  3.  Tnat  of  the  postage  thus  advanced,  he  retain 
one-fourth  of  a  cent  for  each  paper  he  will  have 
to  receive  or  deliver,  during  the  first  half  year  j 
and  of  the  price  of  the  paper,  twenty-five  per 
cent.;  and  remit  the  residue  of  the  postage  to  the 
General  Post  Office,  and  the  residue  of  the  price 
of  the  papers  to  the  printers  thereof,  with  lists  of 
the  subscribers. 

4.  That  the  postmasters,  and  not  the  subscribers, 
shall  be  responsible  to  the  printers ;  they  receiving 
the  twentjr-five  per  cent.,  before  mentioned,  as 
compensation  for  the  above  intended  agency  in  the 
business. 

They  suggest  the  propriety  of  securing  the  print- 
ers' money,  By  the  same  bonds,  of  the  postmasters, 
by  which  postages  are  secured.  That  duplicate 
lists  of  the  subscribers  should  be  sent  by  the  post- 
masters to  the  General  Post  Office ;  and  that,  upon 
the  complaint  of  a  printer,  against  a  postmaster, 
payment  may  be  enforced,  under  the  same  bona 
that  secures  arrears  of  postage  to  the  office. 

That  where  the  mail  shalTbe  carried  by  private 
contract,  agreeably  to  the  power  given  to  the  Post- 
master General,  by  the  second  section  of  the  law 
*' establishing  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads."  it 
may  be  lawful  for  the  Postmaster  General  to  allow 
to  such  contractors,  in  a  settlement  with  the  €re- 
neral  Post  Office,  for  the  postage  on  newspapers, 
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a  pfoportion,  aeeording  to  the  dbtanee  by  them 
carried,  and  the  dbtanee  by  the  publie  post,  so  as 
to  make  a  just  dividend,  aoccnrding  to  the  distances 
carried  bv  each. 

That  the  pririkge  oi  franking  letters  or  packelsL 
not  exceding  the  weight  of  one  ounce^  be  allowea 
to  postmasters,  mider  restricticms  similar  to  those 
of  the  law  of  last  session. 

That  the  postmasters  be  allowed  to  charge  -•**- 
per  centum  on  all  firanked  letters,  their  own  ex- 
cepted, considering  them  as  single  letters. 

That  the  Postmaster  Oeneral  be  empowered,  in 
the  settlement  of  the  account  of  the  deputy  post- 
master of  Philadelphia,  to  allow  him,  for  office 
rent  and  a  -chief  derk,  at  the  rate  of  not  more  than 
»-— dollars;  and  one  other  clerk,  at  the  rate  of 
not  more  than  —~  dollars  per  annum. 

That  when  letters  or  packetB,  to  go  beyond  sea, 
are  received  by  a  postmaster,  it  shall  be  his  duty 
to  make  them  up  into  mails ;  and  for  each  letter 
or  packet  be  permitted  to  receive  one  cent. 

That  any  letter  sent  amons  newspapers  be  sub- 
jected to  double  postage ;  and  where  a  memoran- 
dum or  writin|^  other  than  the  address,  be  on  the 
newspaper,  such  newspaper  be  subjected  to  double 
letter  postage. 

That  magazines  and  pamphlets  be  transported 
in  the  mail,  at  the  following  rates: 

One  cent  per  sheet  for  theii  conveyance  not 
over  fifty  mues ;  one  and  a  half  cent  over  fifty 
and  not  exceeding  one  hundred  miles ;  and  two 
centa  per  sheet  for  any  greater  distance. 

That  members  of  Congress  be  allowed  to  frank 
letters  or  packets  not  exceeding  four  ounces  in 
w^ht 

liiat  it  be  made  the  duty  of  the  masters  or  com- 
manders of  ships  or  vessels,  »ailing  from  one  port 
of  the  United  States  to  another,  whether  by  sea 


or  otherwise  as  wdl  as  of  die  masters  or 
mandersof  all  ships  or  veaseb  arriving  in  anyjpott 
of  thie  United  States,  from  a  foreign  {Mrt  or  plaee, 
to  deliver  all  letters  by  them  brought,  to  the  j^oac 
office  of  the  port  or  place,  ipHiere  they  may  arnve, 
in hours  after  such  arrival. 

The  Committee  recommend  thefoilowing  roaiis 
as  necessary,  vix: 

A  road  to  connect  Sharpsburg,  in  Maryland, 
with  Shepherdslown,  in  Virmia. 

An  altemtion  of  the  route  mm  Philadelplua  to 
Reading^  so  that  the  road  to  be  estabtiBhed  may 
be  from  I^iiadelphia,  through  Nomstown  aM 
Pottagrore,  to  Reading. 

Tocoimeot  Norwich  and  New  London,  in  Cos- 
aecticut;  by  a  road. 

That  the  Poetmaster  General  be  authorised  aa 
send  a  mail,  by  the  route  of  Newport,  to  Taonten. 

That  there  be  esUblished  aioad  from  Hanqitoii 
Falla  to  Exeter,  in  New  Hampshire. 

One  from  Torktowm,  Pennsylvania,  to  Prede* 
riektown,  in  Maryland. 

One  from  Riehniond,  by  Powhalan  Court* 
house,  Cumberland  Court-^ouse,  Meredidi's  8lQt«, 
New  London,  and  Liberty,  to  Botetourt  Co«it- 
house  in  Virgtsia;  and  from  New  London  to 
Lynchburg ;  amd  from  Meredith's  Store,  br  Prince 
Edward  Court«hoase,  to  Chariotte  Court-WMue. 

One  from  Tarborough,  by  Greomlle,  to  Wash- 
ington; andfromFayetteviUetoHillsborooffkby 
Chatham  Court-house;  and  to  return  by  Wake 
Court-house  to  FayetteviUe,  once  a  w>Bek;  in 
North  Carolina:  and 

One  from  Danville  to  Lexington,  in  Kentocky. 

The  Committee  recommend  that  the  road  from 
Halifax,  bv  Bluntsville,  Williamstown.  and  Dai« 
ley's,  to  liymomh,  in  North  Carolina,  oe  stricken 
out. 


PURLIC    ACTS  OF  CONfiRESS; 


PASSED  AT  THE  FIRST  SESSION  OF  THE  SECOND  C0NGKBS8.  BE60K  AND  HELD  AT 
PHn^ADELPHIA,  ON  THE  TWENTTiFOOBTH  OP  OOTOBBX,  1791. 


Ad  Ad  grtntiiif .  further  liai«  for  making  letum  of  ths 
Entunantion  of  tka  InhalaUiiU  in  the  IHitriet  of 
South  Cuolbis. 

BtitmaeltdlMtkeSenaieandBamtofSme- 
teatalivtMofthe  United SUiU* of  Aimtrka,inCam- 
grtu  tutemMed,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
Marshal  of  the  District  of  South  Carolina 


the  United  States,  ia  the  form  and  manner  pre- 
•cribed  by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for 
the  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
Statea,"  al  any  time  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
March  next,  sBytbing  in  At  said  act  to  the  con- 
trary notrritWandinff. 

JON^HAN  TRUMBULL, 
apeakm-  of  the  Omn  tf  ReantmbsHtiet. 
JOHN  ADAMS, 
Vi«xPrtndaavftheJMttdataU»„ 
and  Pruidmt  t^tkt  SenaU. 
Aparor«d,  Norember  8, 1791. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON, 
Praident  o/tlu  (MiUdStata. 


r  the  service  of  the 
the  Civil  List  of  the 
incidental  and  con- 
tingen  >I  Deportment*  and 
o^ea  ■■  appropriated  a  sum 
of  moE  buDdredond  twenty- 
nine  C nd  fifty-three  dbllwE 

and  fiftr-six  cents,  that  i>  to  aay : 

For  the  compensation  granted  bv  law  ta  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  the  Vice  President, 
Chief  Justice,  Associate  Judges,  and  Attorney  Ge- 
neral, fifly^tkree  thonsand  dollan; 

For  the  like  compensation  to  the  Dittrict  Judge*, 
i^Beteen  thooiasd  eight  handred  dollars. 

For  the  like  compentations  ta  the  metnbm  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Repi««eniativea,uid  the 
officers  and  altendanta  of  the  two  Houses,  eitimat* 
«d  on  a  sessiwi  of  six  months  continuance,  and 
iselndins  the  traveling  expenaet  of  the  members, 
onehunored  and  tweniy-nme  thousand  MKn  bin- 
ned and  thhty  dcUcrs. 


FojT  the  likecompetuaiionstotbe  Secretary^  and 
<Acen  cf  theMrv«ta1  Departments  of  the  Treasunr 
of  the  United  States,  including  clerks  and  attend- 
ants, and  the  salaries  of  the  respective  Loan  oflt- 
evm,  siny  thounbd  three  hundred  dollars. 

War  the  like  eonrpensations  to  the  Secretary  arid 
officenof  the  Department  of  State,  six  thousand 
three  hundred  dMUura; 

F^r  the  like  eompensaticBS  to  the  Secretary  and 
oAoera  of  the  Department  of  War,  nine  thousand 
six  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  like  compensations  to  the  members  of 
the  Board  of  CommisaianRs  (or  the  settlement  of 
the  accanMsbMween  the  United  States  and  the  in- 
Avidoal  States,  inelnding  the  clerks  and  attend- 
ants, ibirteen  thousand  one  hundred  <Iotlars. 

For  die  tike  cornpettsaiions  to  the  Oovemors, 
and  other  oBeersorthe  Western  Territo- 
United  Slates,  inelnding  contingencies, 
riereo  thousand  dollars. 

For  die  payment  of  the  Brmualgrant  to  Baron 
Steuben,  pursuaDt  to  an  act  of  Congress,  two  thon- 
BBod  At«  Imndred  doUata. 

For  die  payment  of  sundry  pensions  granted  by 
the  late  Government,  two  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  sixty-seren  dollars  and  seventy-three  cents. 

For  daftaying  all  other  incidental  and  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  Civil  Lbt  establishments,  in- 
elnding firewood,  stationery,  together  with  the 
{oiating  work^  and  all  other  contingent  expenses 
of  the  two  Houses  of  Coujjness,  rent  and  office  ex- 
pcMtni  of  die  three  sererM  Dmrtments,  namely, 
Ttcnsttry^  State,  War,  and  of  the  General  Boa^ 
of  CommuaitHien,  twenty-one  thousand  Ave  hun- 
dMdantlllfty-flredoUata,  and  eigtity-three  cents. 

Sbc.2.  And beilfitrther enacted,  Thatthecom- 
pcnsatioato  the  DMrkeepersbfthe  two  House^for 
serriees  which  hare  been  heretofore  rendered,  or 
may  be  rendered  in  the  recess  of  Congren  for  the 
year  n9d,  and  certified  by  the  President  of  the 
Senat«  or  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
ative^ in  manner  required  bv  law  for  like  services 
during  sessions,  shall  bediscbar|[;ed  out  of  the  mo- 
ney herein  before  appropriated  for  the  contingent 
exmtuea  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress. 

Sne.  3.  j4nd  be  it  fitrtherenoOed,  That  for  dis- 
chargiM  certain  liquidated  claiins  upon  the  United 
States,  S»  n^ing  good  deficiencies  in  former  ap- 
propriatitms,  for  lEe  support  of  the  Civil'  List  esta- 
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blishment,  and  for  aiding  the  fond  appropriated  for 
the  payment  of  certain  officers  of  the  Courts,  jurors, 
and  witnesses,  and  for  the  estahlishment  of  ten 
cutters,  there  shall  be  appropriated  a  sum  of  mo- 
ney not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  ninety-seren 
thousand  one  hundred  and  nineteen  dollars  and 
forty-nine  cents^  that  is  to  say : 

fx)r  discharging  a  balance  due  on  a  liq^uidated 
claim  of  iii»  Bf  ost  Christian  Majesty,  agamst  the 
United  States,  fcnr  suf^es  during  tne  late  war, 
nine  thousand  and  twenty  dollars  and  sixty-eight 
eents. 

For  payment  <tf  the  principal  and  interest  on  a 
Ikiuidated  claim  of  Olirer  Pollock,  late  Commer- 
cial Agent  of  the  United  States  at  New  Orleans, 
for  supplies  of  clothing,  arms,  and  military  stores, 
during  the  late  war,  one  hundred  and  eignt  thou- 
«nd  six  hundred  and  fiye  dollars  and  two  cents : 
Provided.  That  the  said  moneys  be  not  paid  to 
the  said  Oliyer  Pollock  without  the  consent  ctf  the 
agents  of  the  Court  of  Spain. 

For  making  good  deficiencies  in  the  last  appro- 
priations, for  tl^  compensations  to  sundry  omeers 
of  the  Civil  List  establishments,  fiye  thouMnd  four 
hundred  and  seventy-one  dollars. 

For  defraying  sundry  authorized  expenses  to  the 
Commissioners  of  Loans  in  the  several  States, 
twenty-one  thousand  dollars. 

For  defraying  a  balance  of  certain  liquidated 
and  contingent  expenses  in  the  Treasury  j[>epart- 
ment,  two  thousand  eight  hundred  dollais. 

For  defraying  the  additi(»ud  expense  of  the  enu- 
meration of  the  inhabitanU  of  the  United  States, 
nineteen  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-two 
dollars  and  seventy-nine  cents. 

For  making  good  a  deficiency  in  A>rmer  appro- 
priations, to  discharge  the  expenses  to  deru,  ju- 
rors, and  witnesses,  m  the  C^irts  of  the  United 
States,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  maintenance  and  repair  of  light-houses, 
beacons,  piers,  stakes,  and  buoys,  sixteen  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  keeping  prisoners  committed 
under  the  authority  of  the  Unit^  States,  four 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  clerks  and  hocks  in  arranadng 
the  public  securities,  two  thousand  four  huaoml 
and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  hjrdrometers  for  the  use  of 
the  officers  in  the  execution  of  the  laws  of  reve- 
nue one  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  further  expense  of  building  and  equip- 
inng  ten  cutters,  two  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  itjurlher  enacted^  That  for  the 
supportof  the  Military  Establidimentof  the  United 
States,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-two.  the  pa^rment  of  the  annual  allowances 
to  the  invalid  pensioners  of  the  United  States,  for 
defray  ing  all  expenses  incident  to  the  Indian  depart- 
ment, and  for  defraying  the  expenses  incurred  in 
the  aefensive  protection  of  the  frontiers  against 
the  Indians,  during  the  years  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety,  and  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-one,  by  virtue  of  the  authority 
vested  in  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by 
the  acts  relative  to  the  MiliUry  SstaUishmen^ 


passed  the  twenty-ninth  of  September,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ei^ty-nine,  and  the  thir- 
tieth of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety,  and  for  which  no  apj^opriations  have  been 
made,  there  shall  be  appropriated  a  sum  of  money 
not  exceeding  five  hundred  and  thirty-two  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  forty-nine  dollars  seventy- 
six  cents  and  two  thirds  of  a  cent,  that  is  to  say : 

For  the  nay  of  tro(^  -  -  -$102,686  00 
For  subsistence,     ....    119,688  97 

For  clothing, 48,000  00 

For  forage, 4^52  00 

For  the  Hospital  department,  -  6,000  00 
Forthednartermaster'sdepartment,  50,000  00 
For  the  Ordnance  department,  -  7,204  64 
For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 

War  Department  including  maps, 

hire  of  expresses,  allowances  to  oo^ 

cers  for  extra  expenses,  printing, 

loss  of  stores  of  all  kinds,  ad vertis- 

ing,  and  ^iprehending  deserters,  -     20,000  00 

For  the  discharge  of  certain  sums 
due  for  pay  and  subsistence  of  sun- 
dry officers  of  the  late  Army,  and 
for  pay  of  the  late  Maryland  line, 
for  which  no  appropriations  have 
been  made, .....     10,490  36 

For  the  payment  of  the  annual  al- 
lowances to  invalid  pensioners,    -     87,463  601 

For  defraying  all  expenses  incidental 
to  the  Indian  department,  author- 
ized by  law,        ....     39,424  71 

For  defraying  the  expenses  incurred 
in  the  defensive  protection  of  the 
frontiers,  as  before  recited,  -       -     37,339  48 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  fiarther  enacted,  That  the  seve- 
ral appropriations  hereinbefore  made,  shall  be  paid 
and  dischamd  out  of  the  funds  following,  to  wit : 
First,  out  of  the  sum  of  six  hundred  tluMuuid  dol- 
lars, whiclL  by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  making 
provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States,"  is 
reserved  yearly  for  the  sufwort  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  and  their  coounon  defence ; 
and  secondly,  out  of  such  surplus  as  shall  have 
accrued  to  tne  end  of  the  present  year,  unon  the 
revenues  heretofore  established,  over  and  above 
the  sums  necessary  for  the  payment  of  intoest  on 
the  Public  Debt  during  the  same  year,  and  for 
satisfying  other  prior  appropriations. 

Approved,  December  23, 1791. 


An  Act  for  csnyhig  into  effect  a  Contract  betwsen  the 
United  States  and  the  State  of  Pennsyhraaia. 

For  dul3r  conveying  to  the  State  of  Penasylvar 
nia  a  certain  tmct  of  land,  the  right  to  the  govern- 
ment and  Jurisdiction  whereof  was  relinquished  to 
the  said  State  by  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the 
fourth  day  of  September^  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-eignt,  and  whereof 
the  right  of  soil  has  been  sold  by  virtue  of  a  previ- 
ous resolution  of  Congress  of  the  sixth  day  or  June 
in  the  said  year : 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  President  of  tke 
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United  States  be  autKorized,  in  fvlfilment  of  the 
terms  stipulated  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylyania,  to  issue  letters  patent,  in  the  name  and 
under  Uie  seal  of  the  United  States,  granting  and 
conveying  to  the  sud  State  forever,  me  said  tract 
of  land,  as  the  same  was  ascertained  by  a  sorrey 
made  in  parsaance  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  of 
the  sixth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-eight 

Approved,  January  3, 1792. 


An  Act  to  eztMid  the  time  Ihnitad  lor  settling  the  Ao> 
comits  of  the  United  States  with  the  indindaid 


Be  U  enactedy  f  c.  That  the  powers  of  the  Board 
of  Commissioners,  which,  by  an  act  passed  in  the 
second  session  of  the  first  Congress,  was  establish- 
ed to  settle  the  accounts  between  the  United  States 
and  individual  States,  shall  continue  until  the  first 
day  of  July,  1793,  unless  the  business  shall  be 
sooner  accomplished. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  itJurtJier  enacted,  That  the  aforesaid 
act  shall  extend  to  the  settlement  of  the  accounts 
between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont ;  and  that  until  the  first  day  of  December 
next,  shall  be  allowed  for  the  said  State  to  exhibit 
its  claims. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from  and 
after  the  passing  of  this  act  the  pay  of  the  principal 
clerk  of  the  said  Board  snail  be  the  same  as  the 
pay  of  the  principal  clerk  in  the  Auditor's  office. 

Approved,  January  23. 1792. 


An  Act  oonoeming  certain  Fisheriea  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  the  regulation  and  government  of  the 
Fishermen  employed  therein. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^,  That  the  allowance  now 
made  upon  the  exportation  of  dried  fish,  of  the 
fisheries  of  the  Umted  States,  in  lieu  of  a  draw- 
back of  the  duties  paid  on  the  salt  used  in  preserv- 
ijBjl^  the  same,  shall  cease  on  all  dried  fish  exported 
after  the  tenth  day  of  June  next ;  and  as  a  com- 
mutation and  eqmvalent  therefon  there  shall  be 
afterwards  paid,  on  the  last  day  of^  December  an- 
nually, to  the  owner  of  every  vessel,  or  hb  agent 
by  the  collector  a(  the  district  where  such  vessel 
may  belong,  that  shall  be  qualified  agreeably  to 
law  for  canyinff  on  the  Bank  and  otter  cod^h- 
eries,  and  that  snail  actually  have  been  employed 
ther^  at  sea,  for  the  term  of  four  months  at  the 
least  of  the  fishing  season  next  preceding,  which 
season  is  accounted  to  be  from  the  last  day  of 
February  to  the  last  day  of  November  in  every 
year,  for  each  and  every  ton  of  such  vessel's  bur- 
den, according  to  her  admeasWement  as  licensed 
or  enrolled — S  of  twenty  tons,  and  not  exceeding 
thirty  tons,  one  and  a  naif  dollar;  and  if  above 
thirty  tons,  two  and  a  half  dollars;  of  which  al- 
lowance uoreaaid,  three-eighth  parts  shall  accrue 
and  belonff  to  the  owner  of  such  fisfaiBg  vesteL 
and  the  other  five-eighths  thereof  shall  be  dividea 
by  him,  his  agent  or  lawful  representative,  to  and 
among  the  sevend  fishomien  who  shall  have  been 


employed  in  soeh  vessel  during  the  season  afore- 
saia,  or  a  part  tl^ereof,  as  the  case  may  be,  in  such 
proportions  as  the  fish  they  shall  respectively  have 
taken  may  bear  to  the  whole  quantity  of  fish  taken 
on  board  such  vessel  during  such  season :  Fr^ 
videdL  That  the  allowance  aforesaid  on  any  one 
vessel,  for  one  season,  shall  not  exceed  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy  ddlars. 

Sao.  2.  And  be  U  Jurther  enacted.  That  on  the 
last  day  of  December,  annually,  as  aforesaid,  there 
shall  also  be  paid  to  the  owner  of  every  fishing 
boat  or  vessel  of  more  than  five  tons,  and  lees  tfaui 
twenty  tons,  or  to  his  agent  or  lawral  representa- 
tive, by  the  collector  c?  the  district  where  such 
boat  or  vessel  may  belong,  the  sum  of  one  ddbur 
upon  every  ton  admeasurement  of  such  boat  or 
vessel,  whicih  allowance  shall  be  accounted  for  as 
part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  fares  of  said  boat  or 
vessel,  and  snail  accordingly  be  so  divided  among 
all  persons  interested  therein:  Pr&vided,h&wever, 
That  this  allowance  shall  be  made  only  to  such 
boats  or  vessels  as  shall  have  actually  Seen  em- 

goyed  at  sea  in  the  cod  fishery,  for  the  term  of 
ur  months  at  the  least,  ofthe  preceding  season: 
And  provided,  oho,  That  sudi  boat  or  vessd  shall 
have  landed,  in  the  course  of  said  precedinj|r  season, 
a  quantity  of  fish  not  less  than  twelve  qumtab  for 
every  ton  of  her  admeasurement ;  the  said  quan- 
tity of  fish  to  be  ascertained  when  dried  and  cured 
fit  for  exportation,  and  according  to  the  weight 
thereof,  as  the  same  shall  weigh  at  the  time  of 
delivery  when  actually  sold;  which  account  of 
the  weight,  with  the  original  adjustment  and  set- 
tlement of  the  fare  or  faras  among  the  owners  and 
fishermen,  together  with  a  written  account  of  the 
leuffth,  bieacRh.  and  depth  of  said  boat  or  vessd, 
and  the  time  she  has  actually  been  employed  in 
the  fishery  in  the  preceding  season,  shall  in  all 
cases  be  produced  and  sworn  or  afl&rmed  to,  be- 
fore the  said  collector  of  the  district,  in  order  to 
entitle  the  owner,  his  agent  or  lawful  representa- 
tive, to  receive  the  allowance  aforesaid.  And  4f 
at  any  time  within  one  year  after  pavment  of  such 
allowance,  it  shall  appear  that  any  mud  or  deceit 
has  been  practised  in  obtaining  the  same,  the  boat 
or  vessel  uimi  which  such  allowance  shall  have 
been  paid,  if  found  within  the  district  aforesaid, 
shall  be  forfeited ;  otherwise  the  owner  or  owners, 
having  practised  such  fraud  or  deceit,  shall  forfeit 
and  pay  one  hundred  dollars;  to  be  sued  for,  re- 
covered, and  appropriated,  in  like  manner  as  for- 
feitures and  penalties  are  to  be  sued  for,  recovered 
and  appropriated  for  any  breach  of  an  act,  entitled 
^  An  act  to  povide  more  effBCtually  for  the  coUee* 
tion  of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise  imported  into  the  United  States, 
and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels." 

Ssca  AndbeUjkr^^er enacted.  Thattheown- 
er  or  owners  of  every  fishing  vessel  of  twenty  tons 
and  upwards,  his  or  their  agent  or  lawful  repre- 
sentative^ shall,  previous  to  receiving  the  allow- 
ance which  is  provided  for  in  this  act,  produce  to 
the  coOeotor  iHio  is  authoriied  to  pay  the  same, 
the  original  agreement  or  agreements  which  may 
have  been  made  with  the  fohermen  employed  on 
board  8«oh  vessel,  at  is  hetein  before  required,  aad 
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akaacezli^eate,  to  be  by  bim  or  them  spbiaoribedf 
tiierjeia  meotioxiiitf  the  partteiilar  dAy&  on  whiob 
sqoh  yee^el  saUed  and  returned'  on  the  teTeral 
Tovages  or  fares  ehe  may  hare  made,  in  the  pre* 
C4»£|ig.  fishing  aeaspn;  to  the  troth  of  which  they 
«ball  awear  or  affirm,  befoie  the  collector  afove- 


Sec.  4.  And  }k  it  further  enacted,  That  no  ship 
or  ?7easel  of  t^n^ant^r  tons  ai  imwards,  employed  as 
aforesaid^  shall  be  eptitlod  to  the  allowwice  granted 
by  this  act,  unless  the  shipper  or  master  .thereof 
fhaU,  before  he  proceeds  on  any  fishing  voyage, 
make  an  agoeement,.  in  wdting  or  in  print,  irab 
ftv^ry  fishfSman  employed  theveiiu  excepting  only 
aa  Mmrentice  ocseryaiit  of  himfeli  or  owner ;  and 
in  944ition  to  sueh  terms  of  shipment  as  may  be 
«g««^ , on,  ahaU  in  snoh  agreement  express  wbuoth* 
er  Ihe  same  is  to  continue  for  one  voyage  or  Cbr 
tbe.jlshinff  season,  and  shall  also  express  that  the 
fish)  iH  the  proceeds  of  such  fishing  vovage  or 
voyages,  which  may  appertain  to  tli«  fisnermen, 
8baUl>e  divided  among  them,  in  proportion  to  the 
guai^ties  or .  number  <h  said  fish  tney  may  respect- 
ively have  caught ;  which  affxeemeait  shall  be  en- 
dorsed or  counters^ned  by  the  owner  of  sueh  fish- 
ing v«8§el  or  his  agent :  Aad  if  any  fisherman, 
having  engaged  himseif  for  a  voyage  or  for  the 
fishing /Season,  in  aqiy  fiahmgvessd,  and  signed  an 
Hgreement  thiMrefor  ^  aforesaid,  shall  tibereafter, 
and  while  such  agreement  remams  in  focce  and  to 
be  p^formed,  desert  or  absent  himsdf  from  such 
vesne),  wi^Kmt  kave  of  the  master  or  .^ppcr 
thereof  <)f  ^^  ^^  owner  or  his  agent,  sudi  deserter 
ihall  he  liable  to  the  «ame  peiolties  as  deserting 
aefmaen  or  mariners  are  sulnact  toin  the  merchant 
service,  and  may  in  the  like  manner,  and  upon 
^e  like  ccmiplaint  and  proof,  be  apprenended  and 
detained ;  and  all  costsof.psoeess  ana  commitment 
if  paid  by  the  master  or  owner,  shall  be  deduotea 
out  of , the  share  of  the  fish  or.  proceeds  erf*  any  fish- 
ing voyi^  to  which  floeh  dnerter  had  or  shall 
become  entitled.  And  any  .fisherman,  -having  en- 
ngediamoelf  as  itforesaid,  who  shall,  during  such 
pshiiig  voyage,  refuse  or  ne^ect  his  >prqMr  duty 
on  hoaid  the  nshing  vessel,  Min^r  thereto  ordered 
or  required  by  the  master  or  snpper  thereof^  or 
9Mil  othecwiae  resist  his  iast  oemmands.  to  the 
hindrance  or  detriment  of  such  voyag^,  besides 
Iteim  answerable  for  such  damages  arising  there- 
by, wall  forfeit,  to  the  use  of  the  owner  of  such 
v^easel,  his  share  of  the  allowance  which  shall  be 
piMd  upon  such  voyage,  as  is  herein  gmnted. 

9iBa  5.  And  be  »tfi$mer  enaded,  That  where 
an  tn^eement  or  contnust  shall  he  so  made  and 
ai^ned,  for  a  fishing  voyage  or  for  the  fihhing  sea- 
90Q9.aod  any  fish  which  may  have  been  caution 
board  such  vessel  durin^Uie  same  shall  be  duiver* 
pi;$o  the  owner  or  to  his  agent,  for  cure,  and  .shall 
he  sold  by  said  owner  or  agen^  such  vessel  shall, 
forthe  term  of  six  miwths  after  snGh.sak,.be  lia- 
hle  »d  answeraUe  for  the  skipper^s  and  etrety 
other  fisherman's  share  of  such  uh,  and  may  be 
jproaeeded  i^iainst  in  the  same  form,  and  to  the 
fime  effieict,  as  any  other  vessel  is  bjr  kw  liable 
ind  flMiy  be  proeeeded  against^for  tne  wages  of 
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won  such  process,  for  the  value  of  a  share  or 
shares  of  the  proceeds  of  fish  delivered  and  sold  ob 
aforesaid,  it  shall  be  ineumbent  on  the  owner  or 
his  {M|fcnt,  to  produce  a  just  account  of  tiie  sides 
and  division  of  such  fish,  according  to  such  agree- 
ment or  contract,  otherwise  the  Mid  vessel  shaM 
be  answerable  upon  such  process  fcn^what  may  be 
the  hig^iest  value  of  the  sluure  or  shares  demanaed  : 
But,  in  all  cases,  the  owner  of  such  vessel  or  his 
agent,  appearing  to  answer  to  such  process,  may 
oner  thereupon  his  account  of  general  supplies 
made  for  such  fishing  voyage,  and  of  other  sup- 
plies ^ep^for  made^.to eitker «f  thedamandants^ 
and  shall  beaUaweatoiurodiice  jevidence  thaieof, 
in  answer  to  the  demanas  respectively,  and  judg* 
ment  shall  be  rendered  upon  such  process^  for  the 
respective  balances  whicn,  upon  such  an  mquiry, 
shall  appear :  Provided,  cthpaye,  That  when  pro- 
cess sMll  be  issued  against  any  vessel  liable  as 
aforesaid,  if  the  owner  thereof  or  his  agent  will 
give  bond  to  each  fisherman  in  whose  fovor  such 
process  shall  be  instituted,  wiUi  sufficient  security, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  two  justices  of  the  peace,  one 
of  whom  shall  be  named  ly  such  owner  or  agent, 
and  the  other  by  the  fisherman  or  fishermen  jpur- 
suing  such  process ;  or  if  either  party  shall  refuse, 
then  the  justice  ifrst  appointed  shall  name  his 
associate,  with  condition  to  answer  and  pay  what- 
ever sum  shall  be  recovered  by  him  or  uiem.on 
such  process,  there  shall  be  an  immediate  dis- 
charge of  such  vessel :  Provided,  That  nothisig 
herem  contained  shall  prevent  any  fisherman  ^om 
having  his  action  at  common  law  for  his  share  or 
shares  of  fish,  or  the  proceeds  thereof,  as  aforesaid* 

Sbc.  6.  And  be  U  fi$fiher  enacted,  That  the 
drawback  heretofore  allowed  on  the  exportation 
of  foreign  dried  ai;id  pickled  fish,  and  other  foreign 
salted  provisions,  be,  and  the  same  is  herel^yjre- 
pealed. 

Sec.  7.  Andbeitfwrthir  emucted,  Tiwtthemo- 
neys  which  shall  remain,  in  consequence  of  the 
abolition  of -the  allowance  on  the  exportation  of 
the  dried  fish  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the 
dmwback  on  foreign  dried  and  pickled  fish,  and 
other  foreign  salted  provisions,  be,  and  the  same 
ave  hereby,  appropriated  to  the  ^paynent  of  ^le 
aMowances  granted  ^y  this  act;  and  in  case  the 
moneys  so  apprc^risted  shall  be  inadequate,  the 
deficiency  slnul  be  supplied  out  of  any  moneys 
which  from  time  to  time  shall  be  in  the  Treaswy 
of  the  United  Stales,  and  not  otherwise  appropn* 
ated. 

Sbc.  8.  Amd  be  ^JvMer  enacted,  That  any  per- 
son -who  shril  declare  fiilseiy  in  any  oath  or  af- 
firmation required  by  this  act,  being  duly  convittsd 
thereof  in  any  Court  of  the  United  Smtes  having 
jnrisdictton  oif  such  ofience.  shall  suffer  the  same 
penalties  as  are  provided  tor  false  swearmg  or 
affinming,  by  the  act  beforementioned.  and  to  be 
in  like  manner  cued  for,  recovered,  ana  appropri- 
ated. 

8*0.9.  And  be  it fioH^er  enacted,  ThatAiseet 
shall  continue  and  be  in  force  for  the  tena  ef  seven 
years,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  next  ses- 
mm  of  Conoveas.  and  no  loiter. 

Afqprovei^  i^ebniary  16^  I7fl2» 
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A*  Act  lo  mNMiih  Uie  Post  OAee  and  P<Mt  BMdi 
within  the  United  StotM. 

^e  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  firom  and  after  the  first 
^y  of  June  nact,aiefoUowing  roads  be  estaUished 
as  Post  Roads,  namely :  From  Wisoasset,  in  the 
district  of  Maine,  to  Savannah,  in  Georgia,  by  the 
Mowing  route,  to  urit :  Pordand,  Portsmouth, 
Newbnryport.  Ipswich,  Salem,  Boston,  Worces- 
ter, Springfien,  Hartford,  Middletown,  New  Ha- 
ven, Stratford,  Fairfield,  Norwalk,  Stamford, 
New  York,  Newark,  Elizabethtown.  Woodbrkl^e, 
Brunswick,  Princeton,  Tvoiton,  BrutoL  Phikdel- 
-"^ia^f  hester,  Wilmingtim.  EUrton,  Chariestowii, 

ivfe  de  Ghrace,  Hartfon^  Baltknore,  Kadens- 
Geofgetown,  Akxa 


Conrt  House,  Riohmoad,  Petersburg,  Halikx,  Tar- 
borough,  Smithfield,  Fayetteville,  Newbridge  over 
DvQwniog  Creek,  Chemw  Court  House,  Camden, 
Statesburg.  Columbia,  Cambridge,  and  Augusta ; 
and  from  tnence  (o  SaTannah,  and  from  Augusta, 
by  WashiiMfton,  in  Wilkes  county,  to  Greenbo- 
vough;  and  from  thence  by  the  Great  Falls  of 
Ogeehee  and  (Seorffetown,  lo  Augusta;  and  from 
StatedlHug  to  CWtestcm,  and  from  Charleston  to 
Geomtown,  and  from  Charleston  to  Savanaah, 
and  from  Savannah  by  Newport  Bridee  to  Sun- 
bury  ;  and  also,  from  Portsmouth  by  Iraieter  and 
CoAcord.  to  Hanover,  in  New  Hampshire;  and 
from  Salem  to  MarUehead,  and  from  Salem  to 
Gloucester ;  and  from  Boston,  by  Providence,  New- 
port, and  New  London,  to  New  Hav^en ;  and  fr>om 
Boston,  through  Taunton,  to  New  Bedford ;  and 
from  Tauntcn,  through  Warren  and  BristoLto  New- 
port; and  from  Boston,  by  Plymouth,  to  Barnsta- 
ble ;  and  from  Sfirin^eld,  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chmtts,  to  Kinderkook,  in  the  State  of  New  Y<^ 
and  from  Sprinfffiehi,  by  Northampton,  Brattl^bo- 
ioii|rii  and  Chariestown,  by  Windsor,  in  Vermont, 
to  Hanover,  and  from  Hartford,  by  Middlcftown, 
to  New  London;  also,  from  Haraord  to  Norwi^ 
aai  Proridence ;  and  from  Providence  to  Wor- 
cester ;and  from  Philadelphia,  by  Lancaster,  York- 
town,  Carlisle,  Bh^iipensburg.  CtiambenbiiiJBr,  Bed- 
ford, and  Greettsbnrg,to  Pittsburg;  and  frcNnrhila- 
demhiatoBethlehem  ;fromBethkhem,  by  Reading 
and  Harrisburg,  to  Carlisle ;  and  from  Bethlehem, 
bjr  Baston,  Suswx  Court  House,  Goshen,  Ward's 
Bridge,  and  Kingston,  to  Rhiaebeek ;  from  Phila- 
delphia, bf  Salem,  to  Bridgetown ;  and  firem  Wil- 
miiigton,  by  Warwick,  GoOTgetown,  Cross  Roads, 
Chestertown^  Chester  Mills,  and  Easton,^to  Viemia; 
and  from  Vienna,  fay  Salisbury,  to  Snow  HtU; 
also,  from  Wilmington,  by  Newcasde,  Caatwell's 
Badfpe  and  Duck  Creek,  to  Dover  ;aad  from  thence 
by  Milfocd,  Dursbormigh,  Snow  HiU  and  North- 
ampton Court  House,  to  Norfolk,  in  Virginia ;  and 
from  Baltimore  to  Annapdis.  Upper  Marlborough, 
Piooatawa,  Port  Tobacco,  Aua^  Fr«fth,  Newport, 
asd  Chapooo,  to  Leoaardtown;  and  from  Rich- 
mond, by  WiUiamsbarg,  Yorktowa  and  Hampton, 
to  Norfolk :  and  from  Fredericksburg,  by  Port 
Royal  and  Tappahannock,  to  Urboana ;  andfrom 
theaee,  fNiMing  Rappahannock,  and  proceeding 
by  Northumberland  Court  House,  to  Kinsale,  on 
the  river  Yeoeomioo;  thence  by  WestaMrefamd 


Court  House,  through  Leedstown,  to  Frederieks* 
buTfff  andfrom  Petersburg,  by  Cabm  Point,  Smith- 
field  and  Suffolk  to  Portsmouth,  and  from  Suflfolk 
to  Bdenlonr  and  ^y  Ph^mouth  to  Washington  ^aiid 
from  Washington  to  Newbem,  and  thence  to  Wil- 
mington:  and  from  Fayetteville,  by  Elizabeih- 
town,  to  Wilmington;  and  from  Halifax,  by  Wat- 
rinoton,  HiUsborongrh,  Salem,  to  Salisbury ;  from 
Halifax,  by  Blnntsnlle,  WilliamstoiL  Daily's,  to 
Plymouth;  and  from  Edenton,  by  Hertford,  Niai- 
onton.  Sawyer's  Ferry,  in  Camden  county,  to  bi- 
dian  Town,  in  Currituck  county ;  and  from  Now 
York,  by  Albany,  Bennington,  Manchester  and 
R^itttttd,  to  Burlmgton,  on  Lake  Champlain ;  anfl 
from  Albany,  by  Schenectady,  to  Canajoharia; 
from  New  York,  to  Hartford,  through  Whileplams, 
North  Castle,  Salem,  Poundri^  Rid^field,  D«ii- 
bury,  Newtown,  New  Milford,  Litchfield,  Haarcimr- 
ton,  ami  Farmington ;  from  Newark,  or  Elizabeth- 
town,  bjr  Morri^own,  to  Sussex  Court  Housa^ 
from  Woodbridge,  to  Amboy ;  from  Alezandbna, 
by  SaUsburv,  LeeHMU^,  Shepheidstowa,  Mastina- 
burff,  Winchester,  Stevensbuig,  Strasbarff,  Woo6- 
stock,  and  Rodungham  Court  Housj^  to  memntoa-; 
and  from  Richmond,  by  Columbia,  Cfaarlottss* 
ville,  Staunton,  Lexington,  Fincastle.  Montoomeif^ 
Cout  House,  Wythe  Court  House,  Abingdon,  ami 
Hawktn's  Court  House,  in  the  torrttory  South  of 
the  river  Ohio,  to  Danville,  in  Kentudcy;  and 
from  Bal^wnre,  by  Frederiektown  and  Sharps* 
buTff,  to  Haffarstown ;  and  from  thence  to  Cham 
bersbttig:  Provided,  That  the  route,  by  which  the 
mails  are  at  present  conveyed,  shall  in  no  case  be 
altered,  without  the  consent  of  the  contmctors.  tfll 
the  cotttraoU  made  by  the  Postmaster  General  snail 

Sac.  2.  Ami  be  it JuHher  enacted,  Thatitshail 
and  aiay  be  lawful  fer  the  Postmaster  Gleneral  to 
enter  into  contracts,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  ei|^ 
years,  for  extending  the  line  of  posts,  and  tcau- 
thorize  the  person  or  persons,  so  contracting,  to 
receive,. durinff  the  continuance  of  such  contraot 
according  to  the  rates  by  this  act  estaUished,  all 
the  posti^  wluch  shall  arise  on  letters,  newspiH 
pcrs  and  packets,  conveyed  by  any  such  post;  ssid 
the  roads,  therein  designated,  shall,  durinff  the 
continuance  of  snch  contract,  be  deemed  and  con« 
sideied  as  Post  Roads,  within  the  terms  and  pro- 
visions of  this  act:  Provided,  That  no  sadi  oon« 
tract  shaU  be  made,  to  the  diminution  of  the  tete- 
nueof  the  General  Post  Office,  and  that  a  duplieaie 
of  every  such  contraot,  under  nand  and  seal,  shaM, 
within  sixty  dm  afrer  ^e  eneoution  thereof,  be 
lodged  in  the  office  d*the  C^Mnptroller  of  the  Trsa^ 
sury  of  the  United  States. 

Sac.  a  And  be  it  jurtker  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  established,  at  the  Seat  of  the  GovenMnent 
of  the  United  States,  a  General  Post  Office.  And 
there  shall  be  one  Postmaster  General,  who  shaM 
have  authority  to  appoint  an  Assistant,  and  Depu* 
ty  Postmasten,  at  all  the  places  where  such  shaU 
be  foittd  aeeesmry.  And  he  shall  provide  for 
carrying  the  mail  of  the  United  Statas,  by  stage** 
carnages  or  horses,  i»  he  may  judge  mostexpMi^ 
ent  $  and  as  often  as  he,  having  regard  to  the  pro* 
duotivenoBs  thareo<;  as  well  asothar  cireumstanw 
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dudl  diiiik  proper,miid  deAvjr  the  expeime  thereof, 
with  all  other  expenses  arising  on  the  collection 
and  management  of  the  rerenoe  of  the  Post  Ofl&ee. 
He  shall  uso  hare  power  to  prescribe  such  rego- 
kdotts  to  the  Depatj  Postmasters,  and  otheisem- 
ployed  under  hiin,  as  may  be  foond  necessary,  and 
to  superintend  the  business  of  the  Departmott,  in 
all  the  dOties  that  are,  or  may  be  assigned  to  it, 
and  also  to  direct  the  route  or  road,  wnere  there 
are  more  than  one,  between  the  places  above  esta- 
blished, which  route  or  road  shall  be  considered 
as  the  r  ost  Road. 

Sbo.  4^  And  be  U  further  etmcted,  That  the 
Postmaster  General  shall,  once  in  three  months, 
obtain  from  his  deputies,  the  accounts  and  Touch- 
ers of  their  receipts  and  expenditures,  and  the 
balances  due  thereon,  and  render  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  a  quarterly  account  of  aU  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  in  the  said  Department,  to 
be  adjusted  and  settled,  as  other  public  accounts, 
and  shall  pay,  quarterly,  into  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  the  balance  in  his  hands.  And  the 
Postmaster  General,  and  his  Assistant,  the  Depu- 
tr  Postmasters,  and  such  as  ther  may  employ  in 
tneir  offices,  shall,  respectively,  before  they  enter 
upon  the  duties,  or  be  entitled  to  receive  the  emo- 
luments of  their  offices,  and  the  contractors  for 
carrying  the  mail,  and  tkeir  agents  oc  servants,  to 
whom  the  mail  shall  be  intrusted,  before  they 
eommence  the  execution,  of  said  trust,  shall  re- 
qMctively,  take  and  subscribe  bef<nre  some  Justice 
<n  the  Peace,  the  following  oath  or  affirmation, 
and  cause  a  certificate  thereof  to  be  filed  in  the 
office  of  the  Postmaster  General :  '^  I  do  swear  Tor 
affirm  as  the  case  may  be)  that  I  will  fiuthAuly 
perform  all  the  duties  required  of  me,  and  abstain 
urom  everything  forbidden  by  the  law  in  relation 
to  the  estabUshment  of  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads 
within  the  United  States." 

Sbo.  5.  And  be  UJkriher  enacted,  That  if  any 
person  shall  obstruct  or  retard  the  passage  of  the 
ipaiL  or  of  any  horse  or  carriage  carrying  the  same, 
he  shall,  upon  conviction  for  every  such  ofienc^ 
pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars.  Ana 
if  any  ferryman  shall,  by  wilful  negligence,  or  re- 
fusal to  transport  the  mail  across  any  ferry,  delay 
the  same,  he  shall  forfeit,  and  pay,  for  each  halif 
hour  that  the  same  shall  be  so  doayed,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  ten  dollars. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  U/uriher  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Postmaster  General,  to  give 
puMic  notice  in  one  or  more  of  the  newspapers 
published  at  the  Seat  of  Government  of  the  United 
States,  and  in  one  or  more  of  the  newspapers  pub- 
lished in  the  State  or  States  where  the  contract  is 
to  be  performed,  for  at  least  six  weelu  before  the 
entering  into  any  ccmtract  for  the  conveyance  of 
the  mau  that  such  contract  is  to  be  intenaed  to  be 
made,  and  the  day  on  which  it  shall  be  concluded ; 
describing  the  places,  from  and  to  which  such  mail 
is  to  be  conveyed ;  the  time  at  which  it  is  to  be 
made  up;  the  day  and  hour,  at  which  it  is  to  be 
delivered ;  and  the  penalty  or  penalties  for  non- 
performance of  the  stipulations.  He  shall,  more- 
over, within  thirty  days  aAer  the  making  of  any 


the 


sals  which  he  shall  have  received 

same,  in  the  offieeof  the  Comptroller  of  the 

sury  of  the  United  States. 

Snc.  7.  And  be  UfuHher  enoctfti.  That  everr 
Deputy  Postmaster  shall  keep  an  office  in  wkiek 
one  or  more  persons  shall  attend  at  such  hours  as 
the  Postmaster  General  shall  direct,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  poforming  the  duties  thereof.  And  afl 
letters  brought  to  any  Post  Office,  half  an  hour  be- 
fore the  time  of  making  up  the  inail  at  such  office^ 
shall  be  forwarded  theran. 

Sac  8.  And  be  itjmiker  enacted,  That,  from 
and  after  of  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  Postmaster 
General  shall  be  allowed,  for  his  services,  at  the 
rateof  twothousanddq^larsperannnm,hw  A^ftat 
at  the  rate  of  one  thousand  per  iimttiiL  to  bepasd, 
quarterly,  out  of  the  revenues  of  the  Post  Once. 
And  no  fees  or  perquisites  shall  be  received  fay 
either  them,  on  account  of  the  duties  to  be  per- 
formed in  virtue  of  their  app(Hntments. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  Ufiarther  enacted.  That,  ham 
and  after  the  1st  day  of  June  next,  the  Deputy  Post- 
master and  persons  authorized  by  the  Postmaster 
General,  shall  demand  and  receive,  for  the  postage 
and  conveyance  of  letters  and  packets,  except  sueh 
as  are  hereinafter  excepted,  according  to  the  seve- 
ral rates  and  sums  following:  For  the  postage  of 
every  single  letter,  to  or  from  any  place  by  nnd 
not  exceeding  thirty  milesj  six  cents ;  over  thirty 
miles,  and  not  exceeding  sixty,  eight  cents ;  over 
sixty  miles,  and  not  exceedii^  one  hundred,  ten 
cents ;  over  one  hundred  miles,  and  not  exceediiw 
one  hundred  and  fifty,  twelve  cents  and  a-hw; 
over  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  and  not  exceed- 
ing two  hundred,  fifteen  cents;  over  two  hundred 
mues,  and  not  exceeding  two  hundred  and  fifty, 
seventeen  cents ;  over  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles, 
and'  not  exceeding  three  hundred  and  fifty,  twenty 
cents ;  over  three  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  and  not 
exceeding  four  hundred  and  fifty,  twenty-twocents; 
and  to  or  from  any  place  by  bind,  more  than  £Mir 
hundred  and  fifty  miles,  twenty^ve  cents;  and 
every  double  letter  shall  pay  douole  the  said  rates; 
every  triple  letter,  triple ;  every  packet  weij^hing 
(me  ounce  avoirdupois,  to  pay,  at  che  rate  of  four 
single  letters  for  each  ounce,  and  in  that  propor- 
tion, for  any  greater  weight. 

Sbo.  10.  And  be  it  Jurtker  enacted.  That  aU 
letters  and  packets^  passing  by  sea  to  and  firom  the 
United  States,  or  mm  one  port  to  anotha  therein, 
in  packet  boats  or  vessels,  the  property  of,  or  pro- 
vided bv  the  United  States,  dudl  be  rated  and 
chargeiL  as  follows :  For  every  sin^  lettn,  eight 
cents ;  for  every  double  letter,  sixteen  cents ;  for 
every  triple  letter  or  packet,  twenty-four  cents; 
for  every  letter  or  packet  brought  into  the  United 
States,  or  carried  Rom  one  port  therein  to  another 
by  sea,  in  any  private  ship  or  vessel,  four  cents,  if 
delivered  at  the  place  where  the  same  shall  arrive ; 
and  if  directed  to  be  delivered  at  any  other  place, 
with  the  addition  of  the  like  postage,  as  other  let- 
ters are  made  subject  to  the  payment  of  by  this  act. 
Sbo.  11.  And  be  UfurAer  enacted,  That^if  any 
Deputy  Postmaster,  or  other  person  authorized  by 
the  Postmaster  General,  to  receive  the  postages  of 


contiact,  lodge  the  same,  together  with  the  propo-  |.|etters,  shall  fraudulently  demand  or  receive  any 
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rate  of  postage,  or  wtky  gratuity  or  reward,  other 
than  is  provided  by  this  act  for  the  postage  of  let- 
ters or  packets,  on  conviction  thereof,  he  shall  for- 
feit for  every  such  offence,  one  hundred  dollars, 
and  shall  be  rendered  incapable  of  holding  any 
office  under  the  United  States. 

Sbc.  12.  And  be  itjuriher  enacted^  That  no  ship 
or  vessel,  arriving  at  any  port  within  the  United 
States,  where  a  rost  Office  is  estaUished,  shall  be 
permitted  to  report,  make  oitry  or  break  bulk,  till 
the  master  or  commander  shall  have  delivered  to 
the  Postmaster,  all  letters  directed  to  any  person 
or  persons  within  the  United  States,  which,  under 
his  care  or  within  his  power,  shall  oe  broij^ht  in 
such  ship  or  vessel,  other  than  such  as  are  directed 
to  the  owner  or  consignee ;  but  when  a  vessel  shall 
be  bound  to  another  port,  than  th^t,  at  which  she 
may  enter,  the  letters  heloQ^jag  ta  or  to  be  deli- 
vered at  the  said  port  of  delivery,  snail  not  be  de- 
livered to  the  Postmaster  at  the  port  of  entry.  And 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Collector  or  other  officer 
of  the  port,  empowered  to  receive  entries  of  ships 
or  vessels,  to  require  from  every  master  or  com- 
mander of  such  ship  or  vessel,  an  oath  or  affirma- 
tion, purporting  that  he  has  delivered  all  such  let- 
ters, except  as  aforesaid. 

Sbc.  13.  Aitd  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
Postmasters  to  whom  such  letters  mav  be  deliver- 
ed, shall  pay  to  the  master,  commander,  or  other 
person  delivering  the  same,  except  the  command- 
ers of  foreign  packets,  two  cents  for  every  such 
letter. or  packet;  and  shall  obtain  from  the  person 
delivering  the  same,  a  certificate  specifying  the 
number  of  letters  and  packets,  with  the  name  of 
the  ship  or  vessel,  and  me  place  from  whence  she 
last  safled ;  whicn  certificate,  together  with  a  re- 
ceipt for  Uie  money,  shall  be  with  hb  half-yearly 
accounts,  transmitted  to  the  Postmaster  C^eneral, 
who  shall  credit  the  amount  thereof  to  the  Post- 
master forwarding  the  same. 

Sbc.  14.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That,  tf  ii^ 
person,  other  than  the  Postmaster  General,  or  his 
deputies^  or  persons  by  them  employed,  shall  take 
up,  receive,  order,  despatch,  convey,  carry  or  de- 
liver any  letter  or  letters,  packet  or  packetBL  other 
than  news]^pers,  for  hire  or  reward,  or  snail  be 
concerned  in  setting  up  any  foot  or  horse  post, 
wagon  or  other  carnage,  by  or  in  which  any  let- 
ter or  packet  shall  be  carried  for  hire,  on  any  esta- 
Uishea  Post  Road,  or  any  packet,  or  other  vessel 
or  boat,  or  any  conveyance  whatever,  whereby  the 
revenue  of  the  C^eneral  Post  Office  may  be  injured, 
every  person,  so  offending,  shall  forfeit,  for  every 
such  offence,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars :  Pro- 
vided, That  it  shall  and  may  be  Uwful  for  every 
person  to  send  letters  or  packets  by  special  mes- 
senger. 

Sbc.  15.  AtuI  be  it  finiher  enacted  That  the 
Deputy  Postmasters  or  agents  of  the  JPostmaster 
General,  shall  duly  account  and  answer  to  him,  for 
all  by  or  way  letters,  and  shall  specif  the  num- 
ber and  rates  in  the  Post  Bill.  And  if^any  Depu- 
ty Postmaster  or  asent  shall  neglect  so  to  account, 
he  or  they  so  offending,  shall  on  conviction  there- 
of, forfeit,  for  every  such  offence,  a  swn  not  ex- 
ceeding one  hvndred  doUars. 


Sbc.  16.  And  be  itjuriher  emteied,  That,  if  any 
person,  employed  in  any  of  the  Departments  of  the 
General  Post  Office,  shall  unlawfolly  detaiiL  de- 
lay, or  open  any  letter,  packet,  bag  or  mail  or  let- 
ters, witn  which  he  shall  be  intrusted,  or  which 
shall  have  come  to  his  possession,  and  which  are 
intended  to  be  conveyed  by  post :  or  if  any  such 
person  shall  secrete,  embezzle  or  destroy  any  letter 
or  packet,  intrusted  to  him,  as  aforesaid,  and  which 
shall  not  contain  any  security  for,  or  assurance 
relating  to  money,  as  hereinafter  described,  every 
such  offender,  being  thereof  duly  convicteo,  shall, 
for  every  such  offence,  be  fined  not  exceeding  three 
hundrea  dollars,  or  imprisoned  not  exceeding  six 
months,  or  both,  according  to  the  circumstances 
and  aggravations  of  the  offence.  And  if  any  per- 
son, employed  as  aforesaid,  shall  secrete,  embesncle, 
or  aestroy,  any  letter,  pacxet,  bag,  or  mail  of  let- 
ters, with  which  he  shall  be  intrusted,  or  which 
shall  have  come  to  his  possession,  and  are  intended 
to  be  conveyed  by  post,  containing  any  bank  note, 
or  bank  post  bill  bul  of  exchange,  warrant  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States^  note  of  assignment 
of  stock  in  the  funds,  letters  of  attorney  for  receiv- 
ing annuities  or  dividends,  or  for  selling  stock  in 
the  fbnds,  or  for  receiving  the  interest  thereof,  or 
any  letter  of  credit,  or  note  for,  or  relating  to  the 
payment  of  money,  or  other  bond  or  warrant,  draft, 
bill,  or  promissory  note  whatsoever,  for  the  pay- 
ment or  money ;  or  if  any  such  peraon,  employed 
as  aforesaid,  shall  steal  or  take  any  of  the  same  out 
of  any  letter,  packet,  ba^,  or  mail  of  letters,  that 
shall  come  to  nis  possession,  he  shall,  on  convic- 
tion, for  any  such  offence,  suffer  death.  And  if  any 
person,  who  shall  have  taken  charge  of  the  mail 
of  the  United  States,  shall  quit  or  desert  the  same, 
before  his  arrival  at  the  next  Post  Office,  every 
such  person,  so  offending,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a 
sum,  not  exceeding  five  nundred  ddhurs,  for  every 
such  offence.  And  if  any  person,  concerned  in 
carrying  the  mail  of  the  United  States,  shall  col- 
lect, receive  or  carry  any  letter  Olr  packet,  or  shall 
cause  or  procure  the  same  to  be  done,  contrary  to 
this  act,  every  such  offender  shall  forfeit  and  pay, 
for  every  sucn  offence,  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifty 
dollars.  * 

Sbc.  17.  And  be  itjuriher  enacted,  That,  if  any 
person  or  persons  shall  rob  any  carrier  of  the  mail 
of  the  United  States^  of  such  mail,  or  if  any  per- 
son shall  rob  the  mail,  in  which  letters  are  sent  to 
be  conveyed  by  post,  of  any  letter  or  packet,  or 
shall  steal  such  mail,  or  shall  steal  and  take  ftoxst 
or  out  of  the  same,  or  from  or  out  of  any  Post  Of- 
fice, any  letter  or  packet,  such  offender  or  offend- 
ers shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  suffer  death. 

Sbc.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Deputy  Postmasters  shall,  respectively,  publish  at 
the  expiration  of  every  three  months,  in  one  of  the 
newspapers  pul^hed  at,  or  nearest  the  j^ce  of 
his  residence,  for  three  successive  weeks,  a  list  of 
all  the  letters  then  remaining  in  their  respective 
offices;  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  next  three 
months,  shall  send  such  of  the  said  letters  as  then 
remain  on  hand,  as  dead  letters,  to  the  General 
Post  Office,  where  the  same  shall  be  opened  and 
inspected  \  and  if  any  valuable  papers  or  matter  of 
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ooiuaqneBee,  shall  be  fbniul  therein,  tt  shall  be  the 
doty  of  the  Postmaster  General,  to  cause  a  de- 
scriptiye  list  thereof  to  be  insexted  in  one  of  the 
newspapers,  published  at  the  place  most  conveni- 
ent to  where  the  owner  may  be  supposed  to  reside^ 
if  within  the  United  States,  and  such  letter  ana 
the  contents  shall  be  preseryed,  to  be  deliyered  to 
the  person,  to  whom  the  same  shall  be  addressed, 
upon  payment  of  the  postage,  and  the  expense  of 
publication. 

Sec.  19.  Aand  ht  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
following  letters  and  packets,  and  no  other,  shall 
be  received  and  conveyed  by  post^  free  of  postage, 
under  such  restrictions  as  are  hereinafter  provided; 
that  is  to  say,  all  letters  and  packets  to  or  from  the 
President  or  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  all  letters  and  packets,  not  exceeding  two 
ounces  in  weight,  to  or  from  any  member  of  the 
Senate  or  House  of  Representatives,  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Senate  or  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repc e- 
8entatiye&  during  their  actual  attendance  in  anv 
session  of  Congress,  and  twenty  days  after  such 
session.  All  letters  to  and  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  his  Assistant,  Comptroller,  Re- 

r»,  and  Auditor  o  f  the  Treasury,  the  Treasurer, 
Secretory  of  State,  the  Secretary  of  War,  the 
Commissioners  for  settling  the  accounts  between 
the  United  States  and  individual  States^the  Post- 
master General  and  his  Assistant :  PromcUd,  That 
no  person  shall  frank  or  enclose  any  letter  or  pack- 
et, other  than  his  own ;  but  any  public  letter  or 
packet  from  the  Department  of  the  Treasury  may 
oe  franked  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or 
the  Assistant  Secretary,  or  by  the  Comptroller, 
Register,  Auditor  or  Treasurer.  And  that  each 
person  before  named  shall  deliver  to  the  Post  Of- 
fice every  letter  or  packet  enclosed  to  him^  which 
may  be  airected  to  any  other  person,  noting  the 
place,  from  whence  it  came  by  post,  and  the  usual 
postage  shall  be  charged  thereon. 

Sbc.20.  And  beitjwfthereuaeted,  That,  if  any. 
person  shall  counteneit  the  haadwzitiiiig  of  any 
other  person,  in  order  to  evade  the  payment  of 
postage^  such  person  or  persons  so  ofienoii^  and 
being  Uiereot^  duly  convicted,  shall  forfeit  and 
pay.  for  every  such  offence,  the  sum  of  one  favn- 
orea  dollars. 

Sbc.  21.  And  be  UJuriher  enacted^  That  every 
printer  of  newspapers  may  send  one  paper  to  eaca 
and  every  other  printer  of  newspapers  within  the 
United  States,  free  of  postage,  under  such  Modula- 
tions as  the  Postmaster  Ganeral  shall  provide. 

Sac.  32.  And  he  U  fitrther  mBucM.  That  all 
nevq^pers  conveyed  m  the  mail  shall  be  under 
a  cover  open  at  one  end,  carried  in  separate  bags 
from  the  letters,  and  cha^^  with  the  payment 
of  one  cent  for  any  distmice  not  m^e  than  one 
hundred  miles,  and  one  cent  and  a  half  fot  liny 

? renter  distance.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  ^e 
ostmaster  Genacal  and  his  Deputy  lo  keep  a 
separate  account  for  the  newspapieaHB,  and  the  De- 
puty Postmasters  shall  receive  nfW  per  cent,  on 
the  postage  of  all  aewmapers ;  and  if  any  other 
matter  or  thinff  be  enclosed  in  sueh  papers,  the 
whole  packet  ^all  be  «hai;ged.  agieeaUy  to  the 
lates  estaUiabed  by  tiboaaet,  m  lettefs  or  paokets. 


AoEid  if  any  of  /he  peiaoBs  employed  in  an^ 
partment  of  the  Post  Office  diall  imlawfiilly 
tain,  delay,  embestzle.  or  destroy  «it  newpftpar 
with  which  he  shall  oe  iotnisted,  suen  offendos, 
for  every  such  offence,  shall  forfeit  a  sum  not  es- 
ceeding  fifty  dollars:  ProMed.  That  the  Foal* 
master  General,  in  any  coatraot  ke  mny  enter  into 
fcHT  the  conveyance  of  the  maiL  may  atUhodxe  the 
penien  with  whun  such  cootnict  is  made  to  eniiBr 
newspapers  other  than  those  conveyed  in  the  maiL 

Sbo.  23.  Afnd  be  it  Jwiker  enacUd.  That  th^ 
Postmaster  General  be,  and  he  b  hereby,  airtiior- 
ized  to  allow  to  the  Deputy  Postmasters,  rcopcct 
ively,  such  commission  on  the  moneys  ncMUMP 
from  the  postage  of  letters  and  packets  as  he  slnfl 
think  adequate  to  their  resi^ective  services :  Pna» 
mded^  That  the  said  commission  shall  not  «Ec«ai 
forty  per  cent  to  any  Deputy  whose  eoaftpeaaa* 
tion  tnereby  shall  not  exceed  fif^  doUais,  n«r 
thirty  per  cent  to  any  Depoty  whose  conraeBsa 
tion  thereby  dball  not  exceed  one  hundred  mht^ 
nor  twenty  per  cent  to  any  other  Deputy,  exeept 
the  Postmaster  at  the  port  where  th^  £wopeHi 
packets  do  or  shall  steadily  jurrive,  to  whom  snob 
fartiber  aUi^rance,  in  addition  to  the  emobmiealB 
of  his  (^ce,  shall  be  madens  the  Postmasler  Ge-> 
nenl  shall  deem  a  rtasenable  compensation  for 
ius  extm  services  ia  the  receipt  and  desnatch  of 
letters  oriffinally  received  into  ms  office  {rom  en 
board  sucn  packets,  and  by  him  forwarded  to 
other  (^ces :  Andfromded,  also,  That  the  com- 
pensations aforesaid  shall  not  exceed  eighteen 
hundred  dollars  per  annum  to  any  one  Postmaster 
ffur  all  services  by  him  rendered. 

Sbo.24.  Attd  be  it fitrther  enacted,  That,  if  any 
Deputy  Postmaster  or  o^r  person  aothonsed  to 
receive  the  nostage  of  letters  and  packets,  shaU 
neglect  er  r^ise  to  render  his  accounts  aiul  paf 
over  to  the  Postmaster  Gkneial  the  balance  bjr 
him  due,  at  the  end  of  every  ^ree  months,  it  shafi 
l|i||hn  duty  of  the  Po^master  General  to  caose  a 
snit  to  be  commenced  aoainst  the  pcraon  or  pe»> 
sons  ao  negleettnf  or  imising;  and  if  the  Peat- 
master  General  shall  not  oanse  snch  suit  to  he 
commenced  within  three  months  from  the  end 
of  every  such  thiee  months,  the  balances  due  from 
every  snch  deUnqnent  shall  be  charged  to,  and 
recovecaUe  from,  the  Postmaster  GteneraL 

Snc.  25.  And  be  it  fiirther  enacted,  That  all 
pecuniary  penalties  and  forfeitures  moorred  under 
this  act  snail  be,  one-half  for  theoseof  thep^Bon 
or  persons  informing  and  proseoutingier  the  sami^ 
the  other  half  to  t^  nse  of  the  United  States. 

080.26.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  ThatitskaU 
be  lawful  for  the  Postmaster  General  to  tankn 
pr<m8ion,  whose  it  may  be  neeeesary.  for  the  re> 
ceipt  of  all  letters  and  packets  intended  to  be  eoft- 
veyed  by  any  shi^  or  vessel  b^ond  sea,  or  £ram 
any  port  of  the  United  States  to  another  pctft 
therein ;  and  the  letterseo  received  shall  be  UnmeA 
into  a  maiL  sealed  up,  asad  directed  to  the  Post- 
master of  me  port  to  which  such  ship  or  veasel 
shall  be  bonnd*  And  for  every  letter  or  packet  se 
received  there-shall  be  paid,  at  the  time  of  ita  re- 
ception, a  pootage  of  one  -cent;  and  the  Poetnaa^ 
ter  General  may  maiw  aiywgfments  with  tkn 


UMl 


APPENDIX. 


Aat$  ^  €kmgnm. 


Fottmuteis  in  «ny  fbEe%ii  mwutiy  for  the  reel- 
proeal  receipt  and  deliTery  cf  letters  and  packets 
littoagh  the  Poet  Offioes. 

Bsa  27.  Amd  he  it  furthtr  enacted,  That  the 
DepQty  Poetmarters,  and  the  persons  ^mplo3red  in 
the  transportation  of  the  mail,  shall  be  exeaapt 
ftom  mlitia  duties,  or  any^  fine  or  penalty  for  ne- 
glect thereof. 

8Ba28.  And  beH  flakier  emeted,  That  all  the 
sQiplns  rerenue  of  the  General  Post  Oflice  which 
shall  hare  aecmed  preWons  to  the  first  day  of 
June  next^  not  heretofore  appropriated,  be,  and 
tiie  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  towards  defray- 
iw  any  deficiency  whicn  mar  arise  in  the  rerenue 
ofthe  said  Department  for  tne  year  next  ensuing. 

Sao.  29.  And  beitfkt^ertnacUd,  That  the  act 
passed  at  the  last  session  of  Ckmgress  enticed  '^An 
act  to  continue  in  force,  fbr  a  limited  time,  an  act 
entitled  ^An  act  for  the  temporary  establishment 
of  the  Post  OfficcL^  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
continued  in  ML  force  until  the  first  day  of  June 
next,  and  no  longer. 

Sbo.  80.  And  be  U  furrier  emuted  That  this 
act  shall  be  in  Ibrce  for  the  term  or  two  years, 
ftom  the  said  first  day  of  June  next,  and  no  longer. 

Approred,  February  20, 1708. 


An  Act  relative  to  the  (Bleotion  of  a  Pieodent  and  Vioe 
Plresident  of  the  United  States,  and  declaring  the 
officer  who  shall  act  as  President  in  case  of  vacan- 
cies in  the  offices  both  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent 

Be  it  enactedy  ^c,  That,.exe8|H  m  caee  of  an 
Section  of  a  Preudent  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  prior  to  the  ordinary  penod,  as 
heseinafter  sp^nfied.  Electors  shall  be  appointed 
in  each  State  for  the  election  of  a  Presiaeat  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  fltiutei,  within  thirty- 
four  days  peoeding  the  first  Wednesday  in  Deoenoi- 
boL  one  tnousand  seren  hoadred  and  ainety-iwo, 
aaa  within  thiiAr^lbiff  dayjs  preceding  tfaie  first 
Wednesday  in  December  in  erery  fourth  year 
noceeding  the  last  elecdon,  which  Electors  shall 
he  aqual  to  the  nnndier  of  Senators  and  Bepfo* 
sentatires,  to  which  the  sereral  States  mar  by 
Uw  be  entitled  at  the  time,  ^i^icn  the  President 
and  Vice  President^  thus  to  be  chosen^shcold  come 
into  office:  Prrmded,  ahpajf$y  ThBt  nvhere  no  ap^ 
portionment  of  Representatives  shall  hare  been 
made  after  anr  eDU]Aeratioa,at  tiie  time  of  choos- 
ing Eleeton,tnea  th^  nnmber  of  Biactors  shall  be 
awording  to  the  existing  apportionment  of  Sena- 
tors and  Representetir  es. 

Sac.  2.  And  he  it  fiuiker  enmekd,  That  die 
Bleetocs  shall  meet  and  gire  tlumr  rotes  on  the  said 
first  Wednesday  in  Dec«mber,at  such  place  in  each 
Stete  as  shall  be  directed  br  the  Lmilatnre  diere- 
cf$  and  the  Electors  in  each  State  diall  make  and 
siji^  three  certificates  of  all  the  rotes  by  them 
giran,  and  shall  seal  up  the  samcj^eertifying  on 
each  that  a  list  of  the  rotes  of  such  State  for 
Preeident  and  Vice  President  is  contained  themn, 
and  shall  by  writing  uado'  their  hands,  or  under 
the  hands  of  a  mitjority  of  them,  appoint  a  per- 
son to  tahe  oharge  of  and  delirer  to  the  President 


of  die  Senate,  at  the  Seat  of  Ckvremment,  before 
the  first  Wednesday  in  January  then  next  ensu- 
ing, one  of  the  said  certificates ;  and  the  said  Elect- 
ors shall  fotthwith  forward,  by  the  Post  Office,  to 
the  President  of  the  Senate,  at  the  Seat  of  Qorem- 
mcnt,  one  other  of  the  said  certificates ;  and  shall 
forthwith  cause  the  other  of  the  said  certificates 
to  be  delirered  to  the  Judge  of  that  EMstriot  in 
which  the  said  Electors  ;shul  assemble. 

Sac.  8.  And  be  ithtMer  enmeUd,  That  the  Bx- 
eeutire  authority  of  eadi  State  shail  cause  three 
lists  of  the  names  of  the  Electors  of  such  State  to  be 
made  and  certified  and  to  be  deKrered  to  the  Elect- 
ors on  or  before  the  said  first  Wednesday  in  De- 
cember ;  and  the  said  Electors  shall  annex  one  of 
the  said  lists  to  each  of  the  lists  of  their  rotes. 

Sec. 4.  AndbeJkfiuiker enacted,  Thatii  a  Kst  of 
rotes  from  any  State  shall  not  hare  been  receired 
at  the  Seat  ot  Goyemment  on  the  said  first  Wed- 
nesday in  January,  that  then.the  Secretary  of  State 
shall  send  a  special  messeneer  to  the  District 
Judge  in  whose  custody  such  Bst  shall  hare  been 
lodged,  who  shall  forthwith  transmit  the  same  to 
the  Seat  of  Goremnent. 

Sec  5.  And  heitfitrther  enacted  That  Congress 
shall  be  in  session  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  Fe- 
bruary, one  thousand  seren  himdred  and  ninety- 
three,  and  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  February 
succeedinff  erery  meeting  of  the  Electors,  and  the 
said  oertincates,  or  so  many  of  them  as  shall  hare 
been  received,  shall  then  he  opened,  the  rotes 
counted^  and  toe  persons  who  thall  fill  the  offices 
of  President  -and  Vice  President  ascertained  and 
declared,  asieeably  to  the  Constitution. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  Ujurtiier  enacted,  That,  in  case 
there  shall  be  no  President  ofthe  Senate  at  the  Seat 
of  QoTcnunent  on  <he  arriral  of  the  persons  in- 
trusted with  the  lists  of  the  rotes  of  the  Electors, 
then  flocli  persons  shall  ddirer  the  lists  of  rotes 
in  their  cnstochr  into  the  office  ofthe  Secretary  of 
State,  to  be  safely  kept,  and  delirered  orer  aseoon 
as  may  be  to  the  President  of  the  Senate. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  itiwGkar  enaeted,  That  theper- 
sons  appointed  br  the  £SleQtors  to  delirer  the  lists 
of  rotes  to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  shall  he 
allowed,  on  the  ddirery  of  the  said  lists,  twenty- 
fire  cents  for  erery  mile  of  the  estimated  dis- 
tance, by  the  most  usual  road,  from  the  place  of 
meeting  of  the  Electors  to  the  Seat  «f  the€k>- 
rerament  of  the  United  States. 

Bbc.%.  And beit further enactedyntLt^wajpei^ 
son  appointed  to  delirer  the  rotes  of  the  Electors  to 
the  Ini^ident  of  the  Senate,  shall,  after  accepting 
of  his  appointment,  aeffieet  to  perform  the  services 
required  of  him  by  this  act,  he  vhall  forfeit  ^e 
sum  of  one  thousand  dollars. 

Sac.^.  Andbe^Jurther  enacted.  That,  in  case  of 
removal,  deathjresirnation,  or  inaoBity  both  of  the 
President  and  Vice  President  ofthe  United  States, 
the  President  of  the  Senate  j>ro  tempere,  and  in 
case  there  shall  be  no  President  of^  the  Senate, 
then  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatires, 
for  the  time  beinff.  shall  act  as  President  of  the 
United  States  unnl  the  dindiility  be  remored  or  a 
President  shall  be  dected. 

Sae.  H).  Andbeitfiniherenacted,lfhmt,i9hesitffff 
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theoffices  of  PresidentandYicePresidetit  shall  both 
beeome  yacant,  the  Secretary  of  Statfe  shall  forth- 
with cause  a  notification  thereof  to  be  made  to 
the  ExecntiTe  of  erenr  State,  and  shall  also  cause 
the  same  to  be  publisned  in  at  least  ope  ^  the 
newspapers  printed  in  each  State,  specuyinjr  that 
Electors  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  appointed  or  chosen  in  the  several  States 
within  thirty-four  days  preceding  the  first  Wed- 
nesday in  December  then  next  ensuing:  Provided^ 
There  shall  be  the  space  of  two  months  between 
the  date  of  such  notification  and  the  said  first 
Wednesday  in  December;  but  if  there  shall  not 
be  the  spjace  of  two  months  between  the  date  of 
such  notification  and  the  first  Wednesday  in  De- 
cember, and  if  the  term  for  which  the  President 
and  Vice  President  last  in  office  were  elected  shall 
not  expire  on  the  third  day  of  Biarch  next  ensu- 
ing, then  the  Secretary  of  State  shall  specLfjr  in 
the  notification  that  the  Electors  shall  be  appoint- 
ed or  chosen  within  thirty-four  days  preceding 
the  first  Wednesday  in  December  in  the  year  next 
ensuing,  within  which  time  the  Electors  shall  ac- 
cordingly be  appointed  or  chosen ;  and  the  Elect- 
ors shall  meet  and  evre  their  votes  on  the  said 
first  Wednesday  in  December,  and  the  proceed- 
ings and  duties  of  the  said  Electors  and  others 
shall  be  pursuant  to  the  directions  prescribed  in 
this  act. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  only 
evidence  of  a  re^salto  accept,  or  of  a  resignation  of 
the  office  of  President  or  Vice  President  shsdl  be 
an  instrument  in  writing  declaring  the  same,  and 
subscribed  by  the  person  refusing  to  accept,  or  re- 
signing, as  the  case  may  be.  and  deKver^  into 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  or  State. 

Sbo.  12.  And  be  it/urther  enacted,  That  the  term 
of  four  years,  for  which  a  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent shall  be  elected,  shall,  in  all  cases,  commence 
on  the  fourth  day  of  March  next  succeeding  the  day 
on  which  the  votes  of  the  Electors  shall  have 
been  given. 

Approved,  March  1, 1702. 

An  Act  for  making  fiirther  and  more  efiectnal  pfovi- 
sbn  for  the  protectton  of  the  Frontiera  of  the  United 
States. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  battalion  of  artil- 
lery now  in  service  be  completed  according  to 
the  establishment,  and  that  the  two  regiments  of 
infantry  now  in  service  be  completed  to  the  num- 
ber of  nine  hundred  and  sixty  non-commissioned 
officers,  privates,  and  musicians,  each. 

Sbc.2.  And  be  it fiiriher  enacted.  That  there  shall 
be  raised  for  a  term  not  exceeding  three  years,  three 
additional  re^ments,  each  of  which,  exclusively 
of  the  commissioned  officers,  shall  consist  of  nine 
hundred  and  sixtjr  non-commissioned  officers,  pri- 
vates, and  musicians ;  and  that  one  of  the  said 
regiments  be  organized  in  the  following  manner : 
that  is  to  say— two  battalions  of  infantry,  each  of 
which,  exclusively  of  the  commissioned  officers, 
shall  consist  of  tnree  hundred  and  twenty  non- 
commissioned officers,  privates,  and  musicians; 
and  one  squadron  of  light  dragoons,  which,  ex- 


clusively of  the  OMunisdoBed  officers,  shall 
sist  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  noDrcommis- 
sioned  officers,  jnivates,  and  mnsieians;  and  ikml 
it  shall  be  a  condition  in  the  enlistment  of  tke 
said  dragoons,  to  serve  as  dismounted.  dragooUi 
whenever  they  shall  be  ordered  thereto :  TnX  tke 
organization  of  the  said  squadron  of  light  dra- 
goons shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit :  One  major,  one 
adjutant,  one  quartermaster,  one  suigeoo^  Biate, 
and  four  troops,  each  of  which  shall  consist  of  one 
captain,  one  lieutenant,  one  cornet  four  »8«»^ 
four  corporals,  one  farrier,  one  saddler,  one  trvaa* 
peter,  and  sixty-nine  dragoons ;  and  the  Presideat 
may  arm  the  said  troops  as  he  shall  think  pro- 
per.   Provided  alwojftL  amd  be  it  fiartker  ca- 
acted.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  organize  the  said  five  regi- 
ments of  mfantry  and  the  said  cc^  of  horse  aad 
artillery  as  he  shall  judge  expedient,  diminisliing 
the  number  of  corps,  or  taking  from  one  corpa 
and  addin«^  to  another,  as  shall  appear  to  him  p«>- 
per;  so  that  the  whole  number  of  officers  and 
men  shall  not  exceed  the  limits  above  prescribed : 
Provided,  That  the  said  three  regiments  shall  be 
discharged  as  soon  as  the  United  States  shall  be 
at  peace  with  the  Indian  tribes. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it/urther  enacted.  That  the  uxm- 
commissioned  officers,  privates,  and  musicians  of 
the  said  three  regiments  shall  oe  enlisted  for  the 
term  of  three  years,  unless  previously  discharged. 

Sec.  4.  Ana  be  itfurU^er  enacted.  That  every 
recruit,  who  shall  be  enlisted  by  virtue  of  this  act, 
shall  receive  eight  dollars  bounty,  and  that  the 
same  shall  be  nude  up  to  the  non-commissioned 
officers,  privates,  and  musicians  now  in  service, 
who  have  enlisted  for  three  years,  since  the  pass- 
ing of  the  act  entitled  ^An  act  for  reffulatiaff 
the  militarv  establishment  of  the  United  States." 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  com- 
missioned officers,  who  shall  be  emploved  to  re- 
cruit for  the  military  estaUishment  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  receive,  for  every  recruit,  duly  enlisted  and 
mustered,  two  dollars. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  Juriker  enacted,  That  tke 
monthly  pay  of  the  commissioned  officers,  non- 
commissioned officers,  privates,  and  munciaas,  on 
the  military  establishment  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  the  three  regiments  authorized  by  this  act, 
shall  be,  in  future,  as  follows,  free  of  all  deduc- 
tions, to  wit : 

Obnebal  Stapi^— a  maj<»  general,  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty-six  dollars;  a  brigadier  geneial, 
one  hundred  and  four  dollars;  quartermaster,  oaa 
hundred  dollars ;  adjutant,  to  do  also  the  duty  of 
inspector,  seventy-five  dollars;  chaplain,  fifty  dol- 
lars; surffeon.  seventy  dollars;  deputy  quarter- 
master, fifty  ooUars;  aid-de-camp,  in  addition  to 
his  pay  in  the  line,  twenty-four  dollars;  bri^aife 
maior,  to  act  also  as  deputy  inspector,  in  addition 
to  his  pay  in  the  line^  twenty-four  dollars ;  prind- 
pal  artificer,  forty  dollars;  seccmd  artificer,  twenty- 
six  dollars. 

Regimental — Lieutenant  colonel  commandant, 
seventy-five  dollars;  migor  commandant  of  artil- 
lery and  major  of  dragoons,  fiftynfive  dollars;  pay- 
master, in  addition  to  his  pay  in  the  line^  ten  dA- 
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kn;  qnartenlimster.  in  additkm  to  his  pay  m  the 
line,  eight  dollars;  adjutant,  in  addition  to  hisjpay 
in  the  line,  ten  dollars;  majors  of  infantry,  nfty 
dollars :  captains,  forty  dollars ;  lieutenants,  twenty- 
six  dollars :  ensufDs  and  cornets,  twenty  dollars ; 
surgeons,  forty-^e  dollars;  mates,  thirty  dollars; 
serffeant  major  and  quartermaster  sergeants,  seren 
dollars:  semor  musicians,  six  dollars;  corporals, 
^T^  dollars;  nriyates, three  dollars ;  musicians. four 
dollars;  i^tincers  allowed  to  the  in&ntry^  light 
dn«oons,  and  artillery,  and  included  as  inriFates, 
eig^t  doUars;  matrons  and  nurses  in  the  hospital, 
eight  dollars. 

Sbo.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  ra- 
tions, or  money  in  lieu  there<^,  for  the  commis- 
sioned^ non-commissioned  o&^s,  privates,  and 
musicians,  of  the  additional  troops  herein  men- 
tioned, shall  be  the  same  as  described  in  the  afore- 
said act,  entitled,  "  An  act  for  r^ulating  the  mili- 
tary establishment  of  the  United  States,''  and  in  the 
act  passed  in  the  third  session  of  the  first  Congress, 
entitled  ^  An  act  for  raising  and  adding  another 
regiment  to  the  military  establishment  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  making  further  provision 
for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers." 

Sbo.  8.  And  be  it  fierther  enacted,  That  the  fo- 
rage to  be  allowed  to  the  officers  of  the  additional 
regiments  authorized  by  this  act,  be  the  same  as 
dcicribed  by  the  acts  before  mentioned. 

Sbo.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  allow- 
ance of  clothin^r  for  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates  of  the  infantry  of  the  said  three  regiments, 
shall  be  the  same  as  is  bv  law  established :  that 
suitable  clothing  be  provioed  for  the  cavalry,  and 
adapted  to  the  nature  of  the  service,  and  conformed 
as  near  as  may  be  to  the  value  of  the  clothing 
allowed  to  the  infantry  and  artiUery. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  all  the 
commissioned  and  non-commissioned  officers,  pri- 
vates, and  musicians,  of  the  said  three  regiments, 
shall  take  the  same  oaths,  shall  be  governed  by 
the  same  rules  and  regulations,  and,  in  cases  of  dis- 
abilities, shall  receive  the  same  compensations,  as 
are  described  in  the  before  mentionea  act,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  r^^ulating  the  miUtary  establishment 
of  the  United  States." 

Sec.  11.  And  beitfiariher  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  forbear  to  raise,  or  to  discharge  after  they  shidl 
be  raised,  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  said  three 
additional  regiments,  in  case  events  shall,  in  his 
judffment,  render  his  so  doing  consistent  with  the 
pulmc  safety. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  itftrther  enacted,  That  the 
President  be,  and  he  hereby  is  authorized,  from 
time  to  time,  to  call  into  service,  and  for  such  pe- 
riods as  he  may  deem  requisite,  such  number  of 
cavalry  as,  in  his  judgment,  may  be  necessary  for 
the  protection  of  the  frontiers:  Provided.  That 
non-commissicmed  officers  shall  not  be  allowed 
more  than  one  dollar  per  day,  nor  the  privates 
more  than  seventy-five  cents  per  day;  each  per- 
son finding  his  horse,  arms,  and  accoutrements, 
and  at  his  own  risk ;  and  twenty-five  cents  per  day 
in  Heu  of  rations  and  forage,  jwovided  he  himish 
himself  therewith. 


Ssc.  13,  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
President  alone  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized 
to  appoint,  f<Mr  the  cavalry  so  to  be  engaged^  the 
proper  eommissicmed  officers,  who  shall  not  exceed, 
in  nun^r  and  rank,  the  proportions  assigned  to 
the  said  three  regiments,  and  whose  pay  and  other 
allowanees  shall  not  exclusively  of  nfty  cents  per 
day  for  the  use  ana  risk  of  their  horses,  exceed 
those  of  officers  of  corresponding  rank  in  the  said 
reflimeats. 

»Bc.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be  authorized,  in 
case  he  shall  deem  the  measure  expedient  to  em- 
ploy such  number  of  the  Indians,  and  for  such 
compensations,  as  he  may  think  proper :  Provided, 
The  said  compensations  do  not,  in  the  whole,  ex- 
ceed twenty  thousand  dollars. 

Approved,  March  5, 1792. 

An  Act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  a  certain 
act  of  the  State  of  Maiyland,  and  to  continue  for  a 
longer  time  an  act  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress 
to  certain  acts  of  the  States  of  Maiyland,  Georgia, 
and  Rhode  Island  and  Pnmdenoe  Plantations,  so  fiur 
as  the  same  respects  the  States  of  Georgia  and  Rhode 
Island  and  Pro^ndence  Plantations. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress be,  and  is  hereby,  granted  and  declared  to 
tne  operation  of  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  Maryland,  made  and  passed  at  a  session  bec^un 
and  held  at  the  city  of  Annapolis  on  the  first 
Monday  in  November  last,  entitled  ^  An  act  em- 
powering the  wardens  of  the  port  of  Baltimore  to 
levy  and  collect  the  duty  therein  mentioned." 

SEC.  2.  And  be  it  furrier  enacted.  That  the  act 
entitled  "  An  act  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress 
to  certain  acts  of  the  States  of  Maryland,  (Georgia, 
and  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations^'' 
shall  be  continued,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  m 
full  force,  so  far  as  the  same  respects  the  States  of 
Georgia,  and  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plan- 
tations. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this  act 
shall  be  and  continue  in  force  for  the  term  of  three 
years,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  next  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  March  19, 1792. 

An  Act  to  ptoride  lor  the  settlement  4d  the  daias  of 
widows  and  orphans,  barred  by  the  Hmitstions  heie* 
tolbro  established,  and  to  regulate  the  daims  to  in- 
valid pensions. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  operation  of  the 
resolutions  of  tne  late  Consress  of  the  United 
States,  passed  on  the  secona  day  of  November, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five,  ana 
the  twenty-third  day  of  July,  (me  tlu)usand  eerea 
hundred  and  eighty-seven,  so  fiur  as  thejr  have 
barred,  or  may  he  construed  to  bar,  the  claims  of 
the  widow  or  orphans  of  any  officer  of  the  late 
Army,  to  the  seven  years  half-pay  of  such  officer, 
shall,  from  and  after  the  passing  this  act,  be  sus- 
pended for  and  during  the  term  of  two  years. 

Sbo.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any 
commissioned  officer,  not  having  received  the 
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wkned  offieer,  soldier,  or  iiwimni,  wwblfld  in  the 
aetoal  Mrriee  of  the  Unitad  States,  ihoring  the  lau 
war,  hf  wottnds  or  other  kmormi  eanse^  who  did 
not  desert  from  the  said  senriee,  shall  be  entitled 
to  be  placed  on  the  pension  ust  of  the  United 
Slates  daring  life  ot  the  eontinnanee  of  soehdis** 
bility,  and  sluUi  also  be  aUowed  soeh  farther  som 
for  the  arrears  of  pension,  from  the  time  of  soch 
disability,  not  exceeding  tne  rate  of  the  aumal  al* 
lowanoe,  in-conseqaence  of  his-  disahilily,  as  the 
Cireait  Coort  of  the  district  in  which  tber  re- 
speetirelf  reside  mar  thank  jost :  ProviiUdj  That 
in  eveiy  soch  oasc'the  rales  and  regulations  fol- 
lowing  dudl  be  complied  with;  tmu  is  to  mr, 
iist,  eirerf  applicant  shall  attend  the  Conrt  m 
person,  except  where  it  shall  be  certified-  by  two 
magistrates  that  he  is  nnable  to  do  so,  and  shall 
prodoce  to  the  Circuit  Court  the  following  proofs, 
to  wit:  a  certificate  from  the  commanding  officer 
ofthe  ship,  regiment,  corps,  or  company  in  which 
hesenredsettuu;  forth hia disability,  and  that  he 
was  thus  disabwd  while  in  the  serrioe  of  the 
United  SUatea;  or  the  affidavits  of  two  credible 
witnesses  ta  same  eflect ;  theaffidavita  of  thiefr  re- 
putable freeholders  of  the  city,  town^  ov.  county  in 
which  he  resides,  ascertaining  of  their  own  know- 
ledge the  mode  of  life,  employment,  labor,  or 
means  of  support  of  such  applicant,  for  the  last 
twelve  months.  Secondly,  the  Circuit  Court, 
ujKHi  receipt  of  the  proofs  aforesaid,  shall  forth- 
with proceed  to  examine  into  the  nature  o(  the 
wound,  or  other  cause  of  disability  of  such  appli- 
cant and  having  ascertained  the  degree  thereof, 
shall  certify  the  same,  and  transmit  the  result  of 
their  inquiry,  in  case  in  their  opinion  the  a|mli- 
cant  should  be  put  on  the  pension  Ust,  to  the  se- 
eretary  of  War,  together  with  their  opinion  in 
writing,  what  proportion  of  the  montUy  pay  of 
such  applicant  will  be  equivalent  to  the  degree  of 
disabihty  ascertained  in  manner  aforesaid. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  the 
clerk  of  the  District  Court,  in  each  district,  shall 
publish  this  act  in  such  manner  as  the  Judge  of 
the  District  Court  shall  think  eflectual  to  give 
ffeneral  information  thereof  to  the  people  of  the 
district,  and  shall  gire  like  information  of  the 
times  and  places  of  holding  the  Circuit  Courts  in 
snch  district.  And  in  districts  wherein  a  Circuit 
Gonrt  is  not  discoled  by  law  to  be  hoUeoL  the. 
Jmkf^  of  the  District  Coot  shall  b^  and  he  bere- 
byii^  amiiorand  to  exeieise  all  the  powers  given 
by  this  act  to  the  respective  Circuit  Courts.  Asid 
it  shall  be  the  doty  of  the  Judges  of  the  Cireait 
Courts^  respeotivd^,  during  the  term  of  tworears 
from.'  the  passingof  this  aet,  to  remain  at  the  plaeea 
where  the  said  Courts  shall  be  holden  fifvedays  at 
dmleaat,  from  the  time'of  omning  the  scssioas 
thereof  that  persons  disabled  as  aforesaid  may 
have  Mi  opportunity  to  nudee  their  applientioB 
itnr  the  relief  proposed  by  this  «et. 

Sno.  4.  And  he  U  furOmr  enae$ed,  That  the 
Seoretary  of  War,  upon  receipt  of  the  proole, 
certificate^  and  (minion  aforesaid!)  shall  cause  the 
MMK  to  be  dulf  filed  in'  hie  c^&ee,  and  place  die 
n«ne  of  eooh  a|i{dieant:iNi  tbrpensian  list  of  tlie 


United  Slatea,  in  ^mSmutf  thetet^: 

9imaijf0,  That,  in  any  ease  where  the 

tary  skill  havie  caase  to  sospeet 

mistake,  he  shall  hape  power  to  w&hhold  tka 

name  of  soeh  amdieant  from  the  pessioii  Jiac, 

make  report  of  tne  same  to  Congress  at  their ! 


Sw).5.  A»dbeitJmrtkeremmeted,ThMtM 
commisBMBed  ofietrs,  8oidiei%  and  inamri 
bledintheaetaalservieeoftheUniledSlate&i 
the  late  wnr,  whoae  disability  and  min  or  alWw^ 
anee  have  bean  neeettained,  pnnnant  ta  the  regth- 
lations  prescribed  by  the  late  Congress,  and  hmwm 
notapiiliedtobe^plaepdoftAe  penstcm  list  vmtil 
aAer  the  tamelhmted  by  the  act  of  Cenncaa  te 
that  piv|08e  vraaei^ired,  shaU  new  be  |teed  oa 
the  pension  list,  and  be  entitled  to  demand  and 
receive  their  respective  pensions,  aeeordinc  to  tlse 
allowances  aseertained  as  aforenid,  any  thing  m 
this  act,  or  any  act  of  the  late  Cengress,  la  the 
contrary,  notwithstanding, 

Snc.  6.  And  be  it  Jia^er  emaeUd,  That,  horn 
and  after  the  pasang  of  thia  not,  no  sale.  tmBsfer, 
or  mortgage  of  the  whole^  or  any  pnt  or  the  peft^ 
sion  or  arrearages  of  pension,  payable  to  any  mm* 
commissiooed  cffieer,  sdc^,  or  seaman,  helMe 
the  same  shaU  beeome  due,  shall  be  valid.  And 
every  person  claiming  such  pension  or  arreacr  of 
pension,  or  any  part  thereof^  under  power  of  at- 
torney or  snbastitittien,  shall,  before  the  sune  is 
paid,  make  oath  or  affirmation  belbre  some  Jnsiiea 
of  the  Peace  ofthe  ^ace  where  the  same  ispayn* 
ble,  that  such  power  or  substitntioa  is  not  gsvoi 
by  reason  of  any  transfer  of  sooh  pensimi^  or  ar- 
rears of  pension,  and  any  person  vriio  shall  swear 
or  affirm  falsely  in  the  jHremises.  aiul  be  thneaf 
convicted,  shall  suffer  as  for  wilful  and  comqH 
pennry. 

Aj^iroved,  March  23, 1792. 

An  Act  proriding  ton  the  settlement  of  the  dsims  of 
penons  under  particulsr  drcnmstsnessi  bsnedbf  the 
limitations  heretofore  tttibHihitd. 

BeU  enacted  ^  That  the  operation  of  the 
resolutions  of  the  late  Conmss  of  the  United 
States,  passed  on  theeeeond  day  of  November,  one 
thoQsand  seven  handred  and  eighty-fiv^  and  the 
tweatyHhird  day  of  Jnly,  one  thoosand  seven  bun- 
dred  and  ei|^y*sevea,  eo  far  aa  they  have  barred, 
or  may  be  eonstraed  to  bar^  thedams  of  anyoffi> 
ecT)  soldier^  artificer,  saibr,  or  marine,  of  the  kte 
Army  or  Navy  ofthe  United  States,  for  pMsonil 
services  rendered  to  the  United  States,  in  the  Mi- 
litary or  Naval  Department,  shdIL  from  andafter 
the  passing  of  this  act,  be  amended  for  and  dnr* 
UM^  the  term  of  two  yeursi.  And  that  evety  soeh 
omceiv  soldier,  artificer,  sailor,  and  marine,  having 
chdms  for  serviees  Tendered  to  the  Uailta  States 
in  the  Military  or  Naval  Diepnitments,  who  shall 
exhibit  the  same  fbr  liquidation  at  the  Treaserry 
ofthe  United  States,  at  any  time  during  the  nid 
term  of  two  years,  shaU  be  entided  to  an  adlust- 
mant  and  allownnee  thereof  on  the  same  pnnci-' 
[des,  aa  if  the  same  had  heen  ^diibiled  wit&n  the 
term  prescribed  by  the  aforesmd  resolutioBs-  of 
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Goftgress:  /Voviifeci,  Tkn  nothing  hefl«i]i*^iAU 
bt  oonstmed  to  extend  to  claims  for  rations  or  sub^ 
sitftence  moaev. 

Sao.  ^  And  be  it  fkrtker  enacted^  That  no  ba^ 
lipices  hereafter  to  be  certified  as  due  from  die 
United  States,  ^lall  be  rc^stered  in  any  other 
name  than  that  of  the  original  ^claimant,  or  of  his 
heirB,  exeemors,  or  administrators ;  and  soeh  ba- 
kAoes  shall  be  tiaasferable  o^  at  the  Treasury, 
by  virtue  of  p9wern  aetnally  earecnted  after  such 
r^stry,  Expressing  the  sum  to  be  timnsfrnvd,  and' 
in  pursuance  of  such  ffeneitd  TfA$s  as  have  oeenj 
or  shall  be  prescribed  w  that  purpose* 

i^proTeo^  March  37, 1799. 

An  Act  f(«  the  relief  of  certain  widows  oi]i]uins»  inva* 

lids,  and  other  penons. 

Be  U  enacted,  fc^  That  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury  adjust  the  daims  of  the  widows  and  or- 
tolans, respeetirely,  as  the  case  may  be^f  the 
late  Colonel  Owen  Roberts,  Captain  William 
White,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bernard  BUiott,  Major 
Samuel  Wise,  Major  Benjamin  Huger,  Lieute- 
nant John  Bush,  and  Major  Charles  Motte,  de- 
ceased all  of  whom  were  kiUed-or  died  in  theser* 
fioe  or  the  United  States,  for  the  seven  years' 
lHif-pay»  stipulated  by  the  resolve  of  Congress  of 
the  twenty-fourth  day  of  Auffust,  one  thousand 
seven  hunared  and  eijg^ty ;  and  that  the  Regbter 
of  ^e  Treasury  do  issue  his  certifioatee  accord- 
in^y. 

Bbc.  2.  And  he  i^JUrther  efiac^,That.the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Department  of  War  be,  and  he 
hereby  isj  required  to  place  on  the  Invuid  List, 
Timothy  Mizj  disabled  m  the  late  war,  by  the  loss 
of  his  right  hand,  while  in  the  serviee  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars -per  month,  to 
commence  on  the  fourth  dav  of  February,  one 
thotisand  seven  hundred  ann  eiglitv^ree;  that 
the  said  Secretary  place  on  the  Invalid  List,  Abel 
Turney,  mariner,  disabled  whUe  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  p«r 
month,  to  commence  on  the  first  day  of  January, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty'K)ne« 

Sbo.  3.  And  be  iijkrtker  enaeted,  That  the 
arrears  of  the  said  pensions  be  paid  as  the  laws  di- 
rect in  similar  cases. 

Sbo.  4.  And  be  ii  further  enaeted,  That  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Trewury  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
leguired  to  adjust  the  accounts  of  Joseph  Pannil. 
a  Lieutenant  Col^el  in  the  service  of  ^e  United 
States,  as  a  deranged  office  upon  the  prineii^es  of 
the  act  of  the  late  Congrest  of  the  third  oi  Oeto- 
berj  one  thousand  seven  hundred'and  eighty^  and 
to  allow  him  the  usual  commutation  of  the  half- 
pay  for  life  ^a  Lieutenant  Colons  $  and  that  the 
Register  of  the  Treasury  be,  attd  he  hereby  i&  re- 
(|uired  to  grant  a  certificate  for  the  amount  of  the 
balance  due  to  him ;  that  the  Comptrt^er  adjust 
the  account  of  the  late  Briffadier  General  De  Haas, 
admittiiur  to  the  credit  of  the  said  aeeount  such 
sums  as,  by  evidence,  shall  appear  to  have  been 
advanced  rbr  the  public  service,  and  which  have 
been  charged  by  tne  United  States  to  the  officers 
who  have  received  the  same  for  the  p«Mic  ser^ 


vioei  end  thatthe  said  Register  do  grant  a^ertifi^ 
cate  for  the  balance  dtie  on  such  settlement  i  that 
the  said  Comptroller  adjust  the  account  d  Tho' 
mas  Mclntire,  a  Captam  in  the  service  of  th^ 
United  States  during  the  late  war,  and  aUow  him 
the  usual  commutation  of  the  half-pay  for  life  of 
*a  Captain,  and  that  the  said  Register  grant  a  cer- 
tificate for  the  amount  thereof  aceordup^dy. 
i  Sec.  6,  And  be  UJwrther  enacted,  That  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
reqmred  to  adjust  the  account  of  Francis  Sn^r 
D^ver^  a  8urs|eon's  mat^  in  the  serviee  of  the 
United  States  during  the  late  war,  and  whore* 
mained  in  captivity  to  the  end  thereof,  and' that 
the  Register  of  the  Treasury^  be,  and  hereby  is,  re- 
quired to  ffrant  a  certificate  for  the  amount  which 
niall  be  round  due  for  the  services  of  the  said 
Francis  Suzor  Debevere;  that  tbe  said  Comp^ 
troUer  adjust  the  account  of  Robert  King,  as  a 
Lieutenant,  deranged  upon  the  principles  of  the 
act  of  the  late  Congress,  passed  the  twenty-fourth 
day  of  November,  one  mousand  seven  nundred 
and  seventy-eight,  and  that  the  said  Register  grant 
a  certificate  accordingly;  that  the  Comptroller 
adjust  the  account  of  Lemuel  Sherman,  as  a  sail* 
ingmaster  of  a  galley  on  Ldce  Champlain.  and  as 
such  taken  prisoner;  and  that  the  said  Register 
grant  a  certificate  accordingly. 
[  Sec.  6.  And  be  UJurthtr  enacted,  That  there  be 
nanted  to  Nicholas  Ferdinand  Westfall,  who  left 
the  British  service^  and  joined  the  Airmy  of  the 
United  States  during  the  late  war,  one  hundred 
acres  of  unappropriated  land  in  the  Western  Ter- 
ritory of  the  Umted  States,  free  of  all  charges,  and 
also  the  sum  dt  three  hundred  and  thirty-sir  dol- 
lars, out  of  any  inoney  appropriated  to  thecontm- 
gent  charges  of  Qovemment. 
Approved,  March  27, 1793. 

An  Act  rapplemental  to  the  ActfbrmakuigfbKdier  and 
more  efle^ual  provision  lor  the  protection  of  the  fion« 
tien  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc^  That  it  shall  be  lawful  tor 
the  President  or  the  United  States,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint 
such  number  of  Biitfadier  Generals  as  may  be 
conducive  to  the  good  of  the  pnblic  servke :  PpCf* 
vidid,  The  whole  number  appointed^  or  to  be  ajH 
pointed,  shall  not -exceed' four. 

Af^iroved,  March  28, 179g* 

An  Act  for  finishing  the  Light-house  on  Bald'Head,  at 
the  mouth  of  Cape  Pear  rirer,  in  the  State  of  Nordi 
Carolina. 

Be^  emaeted,  fc,  That  the^  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  under  tne  direetioa  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  be  authorised^ as  soon  as^muf 
be^  to-caiuseto^be  finishtd)  in^  such' manner  a^ 
shall  appear  advisable,  the  light-house  hereto^ 
fore  begun  under  the  authority  of  the  Stale  of 
North  Carolina,  on  IMd  Head,  at  the  mouth  of 
Cape  Fear  river,  in  the  said  State;  and  that  a 
sum,  not  exceeding  four  thousand  dollars,  be  ap- 
prupriated'for  the  same^^  em  <>f  a«y  moneys  here* 
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tofote  appropriated,  which  may  remain  unexpend- 
ed, after  satisfying  the  purposes  for  which  they 
were  appropriated,  or  out  of  any  other  moneys 
which  may  oe  in  tne  Treasury,  not  subject  to  any 
prior  appropriation. 
Approvea,  April  2, 1792. 

An  Act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  Coins 

of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  a  Mint  for  the  purpose 
of  national  coinage,  be,  and  the  same  is  estaDiished, 
to  be  situate  and  carried  on  at  the  Seat  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  United  States,  for  the  time  being ; 
and  that  for  the  well  conducting  of  the  business  of 
the  said  Mint,  there  shall  be  the  following  officers 
and  persons,  namely :  a  Director,  an  Assayer,  a 
Chief  Coiner,  an  Engraver,  a  Treasurer. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fiaiher  enacted,  That  the 
Director  of  the  Mint  shall  employ  as  many  plerks, 
workmen,  and  servants,  as  he  shall  from  time  to 
time  find  necessary,  subject  to  the  approbation  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  UJurther  enacted.  That  the  re^ 
spective  functions  and  duties  of  the  officers  above 
mentioned  shall  be  as  follows :  The  Director  of  the 
Mint  shall  have  the  chief  management  of  the  busi- 
ness thereof,  and  shall  superintend  all  other  offi- 
cers and  persons  who  shall  be  employed  therein. 
The  Assaver  shall  receive  and  ffive  receipts  for  all 
metals  wnich  may  lawfully  be  brought  to  the 
Mint  to  be  coined ;  shall  assay  all  such  of  them  as 
may  require  it,  and  shall  deliver  them  to  the  Chief 
Comer,  to  be  coined.  The  Chief  Coiner  shall 
cause  to  be  coined  all  metals  which  shall  be  re- 
ceived by  him  for  that  purpose,  according  to  such 
regulations  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  this  or  any 
future  law.  The  Engraver  shall  sink  and  prepare 
the  necessary  dies  tor  such  coinage,  with  the 
proper  devices  and  inscriptions;  but  it  shall  be  law- 
nil  for  the  functions  and  duties  of  Chief  Coiner  and 
Engraver  to  be  performed  by  one  person.  The 
Treasurer  shall  receive  from  the  Chief  Coiner  all 
the  coins  which  shall  have  been  struck,  and  shall 
pay  or  deliver  them  to  the  persons  respectively  to 
whom  the  same  ought  to  be  paid  or  delivered;  he 
shall  moreover,  receive  and  safely  keep  all  moneys 
whicn  shall,  be  for  the  use,  maintenance,  and  sup- 
port of  the  Mint,  and  shall  disburse  the  same  upon 
warrants  signed  bjr  the  Director. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  UJurther  enacted,  That  every 
officer  and  clerk  of  the  said  Mint  shall,  before  he 
enters  upon  the  execution  of  his  office,  take  an  oath 
or  affirmation,  before  some  Judge  of  the  United 
States,  faithfully  and  diligently  to  perform  the 
duties  thereof. 

Sec.  5.  At^  be  it  fariher  enacted,  That  the  said 
Assayer^  Chief  Coiner,  and  Treasurer,  previously 
to  entering  upon  the  execution  of  their  respective 
offices,  shall  each  become  bound  to  the  United 
States  of  America,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
in  the  sum  often  thousand  dollars^  with  condition 
for  the  faithful  and  diligent  periormance  of  the 
duties  of  his  office. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  itjur^er  enacted.  That  there 


shall  be  allowed  and  paid,  as  compensations  for 
their  respective  services :  To  the  said  Director,  a 
yearly  salary  of  two  thousand  dollars ;  to  the  said 
Assayer.  a  yearly  salary  of  one  thousand  five  him- 
dred  dollars ;  to  the  said  Chief  C<Hner,  a  yesrly 
salary  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars ;  to  the 
said  fintfraver,a  yearlv  salary  of  one  thousand  t^wo 
hundred  dollars ;  to  tne  said  Treasurer,  a  yearly 
salary  of  one  thousand  two  hundred  doUars ;  to 
each  clerk  who  may  be  emi^oyed,  a  yearlv  salary 
not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars ;  ana  to  the 
several  suborainate  workmen  and  servants,  socli 
wages  and  allowances  as  are  customary  and  rea- 
sonable, according  to  their  respective  stations  and 
occupations. 

Sec.  7.  And  he  itjurtker  enacted,  That  the  ac- 
counts of  the  officers  and  persons  employed  in  and 
about  the  said  Mint,  and  for  services  performed 
in  relation  thereto,  and  all  other  accounts  coacem- 
ing  the  business  and  administration  thereof,  shall 
be  adjusted  and  settled  in  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment of  the  United  States ;  and  a  quarter-yoiriy 
account  of  the  receipts  and  dbbursements  of  the 
said  Mint,  shall  be  rendered  at  the  said  Treasury 
for  settlement,  according  to  such  forms  and  regula- 
tions as  shall  have  been  prescribed  by  that  Depart- 
ment ;  and  that  once  in  each  year  a  report  of  the 
transactions  of  the  said  Mint,  accompanied  bv  an 
abstract  of  the  settlements  wnich  shall  have  been 
from  time  to  time  made,  dulv  certified  by  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  shall  be  laid  before 
Congress  for  their  information. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  in  addir 
tion  to  the  authority  vested  in  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  by  a  resolution  of  the  last  session, 
touching  the  engaging  of  artists  and  the  procur- 
ing of  apparatus  for  me  said  Mint,  the  President 
be  authoruced,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized^  to  cause 
to  be  provided  and  put  in  proper  condition  such 
buildings,  and  in  sucn  manner,  as  shall  appear  to 
him  requisite  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the 
business  of  the  said  Mint ;  and  that  as  weU  the 
expenses  which  shall  have  been  incurred  pursuant 
to  the  said  resolution,  as  those  which  may  be  in- 
curred in  providing  and  preparing  the  said  buiidr 
ings,  and  all  other  expenses  which  may  hereafter 
accrue  for  the  maintenance  and  support  of  the 
said  Mint,  and  in  carrying  on  the  business  there- 
of, over  and  above  the  sums  which  may  be  received 
by  reason  of  the  rate  per  centum  for  coinage 
hereinafter  mentioned,  shall  be  defrayed  from  me 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  out  or  any  moneys 
which  urom  time  to  time  shall  be  therein,  not 
otherwise  amiropriated. 

Sec  9.  Afid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  from  time  to  time  struck  and  coined,  at 
the  said  Mint,  coins  of  gold,  silver,  and  cornier,  of 
the  followiD|^  denominations,  values,  and  descrip- 
tions, viz :  Eagles,  each  to  be  of  the  value  of  ten 
dollars  or  units,  and  to  contain  two  hundred  and 
forty-eeven  ffrains  and  four  eighths  of  a  grain  of 
pure,  or  two  hundred  and  seventy  grains  m  stand- 
ard ffold ;  Half  Elagles,  each  to  be  of  the  value  of 
five  dollars,  and  to  contain  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  grains  and  six  eighths  of  a  ^rain  of  pure,  or 
one  hundred  and  thirty-five  grains  ot  standard 
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ffold ;  duarter  Eagles,  eaeh  to  be  of  the  yalue  of  two 
oolkrs  and  a  half  dollar,  and  to  contam  sixty-one 
grains  and  seren  eighths  of  a  min  of  pure,  Or 
sixty-seven  mins  and  four  eignths  of  a  grain  of 
standard  gold ;  Dollars  or  Units,  each  to  l^  of  the 
Talue  of  a  Spanish  milled  dollar,  as  the  same  is 
now  eurrent,  and  to  contain  three  hundred  and 
aerenty-one  grains  and  four  sixteenth  parts  of  a 
grain  of  pure,  or  four  hundred  and  sixteen  grains 
of  standard  silver ;  Half  Dollars,  each  to  be  of  half 
the  value  of  the  dollar  or  unit,  and  to  contain  one 
hundred  and  eighty-five  grains  and  ten  sixteenth 
parts  of  a  grain  of  pure,  or  two  hundred  and  eight 
grains ot  standard  silver;  duarter  Dollars,  each 
to  be  of  one  founh  the  value  of  the  dollar  or  unit, 
and  to  contain  ninety-two  grains  and  thirteen  six- 
teenth parts  of  a  gram  of  pure,  or  one  hundred  and 
four  grains  of  standard  silver ;  Dimes,  each  to  be 
of  the  value  of  one  tenth  of  a  dollar  or  unit,  and 
to  contain  thirty-seven  grains  and  two  sixteenth 
parts  of  a  grain  of  pure,  or  forty-one  mins  and 
three  fifth  parts  of  a  min  of  standard  silver ;  Half 
Dimes,  eacn  to  be  of  the  value  of  one  twentieth 
of  a  dollar,  and  to  contain  eighteen  grains  and 
nine  sixteenth  parts  of  a  grain  of  pure,  or  twenty 
gpins  and  four  fiAh  parts  of  a  grain  of  standard 
ulver;  Cents,  each  to  be  of  the  value  of  the  one 
hundredth  part  of  a  dollar,  and  to  contain  eleven 
pennyweights  of  copper ;  Half  Cents,  each  to  be 
of  the  value  of  half  a  cent,  and  to  contain  five  pen- 
nyweights and  half  a  pennyweight  of  copper. 

Seg.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  upon 
the  said  coins  respectively  there  shall  be  the  fol- 
lowing devices  and  legends,  namely :  Upon  one 
side  of  each  of  the  said  coins  there  shall  be  an  im- 
pression emblematic  of  Liberty,  with  an  inscrip- 
tion of  the  word  Liberty,  and  the  year  of  the  coin- 
aj?e ;  and  upon  the  reverse  of  each  of  the  gold  and 
silver  coins  there  shall  be  the  figure  or  representa- 
tion  of  an  eagle,  with  this  inscription,  ^  United 
States  of  America  f  and  upon  the  reverse  of  each 
of  the  copper  coins,  there  shall  be  an  inscription 
which  shall  express  the  denomination  of  the  piece, 
namely,  cent  or  half  cent,  as  the  case  may  re- 
quire. 

Sec.  11.  And  he  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  the 
proportional  value  of  gold  to  silver,  m  all  coins 
which  shall  by  law  be  current  as  money  within 
the  United  States,  shall  be  as  fifteen  to  one,  ac- 
cording to  quantity  in  weight,  of  pure  gold  or  pure 
silver ;  that  is  to  sav,  every  nfteen  pounds  weight 
of  pure  silver  shall  be  of  eoual  value  in  all  pay- 
ments with  one  pound  weight  of  pure  gold,  and 
ao  in  proportion  as  to  any  greater  or  less  quantities 
of  the  respective  metals. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  the 
standard  for  all  gold  coins  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  eleven  parts  fine,  to  one  part  alloy :  and, 
accordingly,  that  eleven  parts  in  twelve  of  the  en- 
tire wei^t  of  each  of  the  said  coins  shall  consist 
of  pure  gold,  and  the  remaining  one  twelfth  part 
of  alloy ;  and  the  said  alloy  shul  be  composed  of 
silver  and  copper,  in  such  proportions,  not  exceed- 
ing one  half  silver,  as  shall  he  found  convenient, 
to  be  reprulated  by  the  Director  of  the  Mint  for  the 
tiBie  being,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President 
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of  the  United  States,  until  further  provision  shall 
be  made  by  law.  Ana  to  the  end  that  the  necessary 
information  may  be  had  in  order  to  the  making  of 
such  further  provision,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Director  of  the  Mint,  at  the  expiration  of  a  year 
after  commencing  the  operations  of  the  said  Mint, 
to  report  to  Congress  the  practice  thereof  during 
the  said  year,  touching  the  composition  of  the 
alloy  of  the  said  gold  coins,  the  reasons  for  such 
practice,  and  the  experiments  and  observations 
which  snail  have  been  made  concerning  the  effects 
of  different  proportions  of  silver  and  copper  in  the 
said  alloy. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
standard  for  all  silver  coins  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  parts  fine,  to  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine 
parts  alloy;  and  accordingly,  that  one  thousand 
lour  hundred  and  eighty-five  parts  in  one  thousand 
six  hundred  and  sixty-four  parts  of  the  entire 
weight  of  each  of  the  said  coins,  shall  consist  of 
pure  silver,  and  the  remaining  one  hundred  and 
seventy-nine  parts  of  alloy,  which  alloy  shall  be 
wholly  of  copper. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  any  person  or  persons  to  bring  to  the 
said  Mint  gold  and  silver  bullion,  in  order  to  their 
bein^  coined;  and  that  the  bullion  so  brought 
shall  be  there  assayed  and  coined  as  speedily  as 
may  be  after  the  receipt  thereof,  and  that  free  pf 
expense  to  the  person  or  persons  by  whom  the 
same  shall  have  been  brought.  And  as  soon  as  the 
said  bullion  shall  have  been  coined,  the  person  or 
persons  by  whom  the  same  shall  have  been  deliv- 
ered shall,  upon  demand,  receive  in  lieu  thereof 
coins  of  the  same  species  of  bullion  which  shall 
have  been  so  delivered,  weight  for  weight,  of  the 
pure  gold  or  pure  silver  therein  contained :  Pro- 
vided^  nevertkeletSy  That  it  shall  be  at  the  mutual 
option  of  the  party  or  parties  bringing  such  bullion, 
and  of  the  Director  of  the  said  Mint,  to  make  an 
immediate  exchange  of  coins  for  standard  bullion, 
with  a  deduction  of  one  half  per  cent,  from  the 
weiffht  of  the  pure  gold  or  pure  silver  contained 
in  tne  said  bu&ion,  as  an  indemnification  to  the 
Mint  for  the  time  which  will  necessarily  be  re- 
quired for  coining  the  said  bullion,  and  for  the  ad- 
vance which  shsul  have  been  so  made  in  coins. 
And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  fUmish  the  said  Mint  from  time  to 
time,  wnenever  the  state  of  the  Treasury  will 
admit  thereof  with  such  sums  as  may  be  neces- 
sary for  effecting  the  said  exchanges,  to  be  replaced 
as  speedily  as  may  be,  out  of  the  coins  which  shall 
have  been  made  of  the  bullion  for  which  the  mo- 
neys so  furnished  shall  have  been  exchanged ;  and 
the  said  deduction  of  one  half  per  cent,  shall  con- 
stitute a  f\md  towurds  defrajring  the  expenses  of 
the  said  Mint. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
bullion  which  shall  be  brought  as  aforesaid  to  the 
Mint  to  be  coined,  shall  be  coined,  and  the  equiva- 
lent thereof  in  coins  rendered,  if  demanded,  m  the 
order  in  which  the  said  bullion  shall  have  been 
brought  or  delivered,  giving  priority  according  to 
priority  of  delivery  only,  and  without  preference 
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to  any  pmon  or  parsons  \  and  if  aiiy  preference 
shall  oe  giren,  contrary  to  the  direction  aforesaid, 
the  officer  hy  whom  such  undue  jureference  shall 
be  giren  shall  in  each  case  forfeit  and  pay  one 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  recovered  with  costs  ot  suit. 
And  to  the  end  that  it  may  be  known  if  such  pre- 
ference shall  at  any  time  be  given,  the  Assayer  or 
c^cer  to  whom  the  said  buUion  shall  be  delivered 
to  be  coined,  shall  give  to  the  person  or  penons 
bringing  the  same,  a  memorandum  in  writing, 
under  his  hand,  denoting  the  weight,  fineness,  aim 
value  thereof  together  with  the  day  and  order  of 
its  delivery  into  me  Mint 

See.  16.  AadUitJurAer  enacted^  That  all  the 
gold  and  silver  coins  which  shall  have  been  struck 
at,  and  issued  from  the  said  Mint,  shall  be  a  lawful 
tender  in  all  payments  whatsoever ;  those  of  full 
weight  according  to  the  respective  values  herein 
before  declared,  and  those  ot  less  than  full  weight 
at  values  proportional  to  their  respective  weights. 

Sec.  17.  And  beitjurther  enacted,  Thatitshall 
be  the  duty  of  the  respective  officers  of  the  said 
Mint,  carefully  and  faithfully  to  use  their  best  en- 
deavors that  ul  the  gold  and  silver  coins  which 
shall  be  struck  at  the  said  Mint  slmU  be,  as  nearly 
as  may  be,  conformable  to  the  several  standards 
and  weights  aforesaid,  and  that  the  copper  whereof 
the  cents  and  half  cents  aforesaid  may  be  com- 
posed, shall  be  of  good  quality. 

Sec.  18.  And  the  better  to  secure  a  due  conform- 
ity of  the  said  gold  and  silver  coins  to  their  re- 
nfective  standaras,  Be  U  Jurther  enacted^  That 
from  every  separate  mass  of  standard  gold  or  sil- 
Ter,  which  shall  be  made  into  coins  at  the  said 
Mint,  there  shall  be  taken,  set  apart  by  the  Trea- 
surer, and  reserved  in  lus  custody,  a  certain  num- 
ber of  pieces,  not  less  than  three ;  and  that  once 
in  every  year  the  pieces  so  set  apart  and  reserved 
shall  be  assayed,  under  the  inspection  of  the  Chief 
Justice  of  the  United  States,  the  Secretary  and 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasurv,  the  Secretary  for  the 
Department  of  State,  and  tne  Attorney  Greneral  of 
the  United  States,  (who  are  hereby  required  to 
attend  for  that  purpose  at  the  said  Mint,  on  the 
last  Monday  in  July  in  each  year,)  or  under  the 
inspection  of  any  three  of  them,  in  such  manner 
as  they  or  a  majority  of  them  snail  direct,  and  in 
the  presence  of  the  Director.  Assayer,  and  Chief 
Coiner  of  the  said  Mint  \  ancl  if  it  shall  be  found 
that  the  gold  and  silver  so  assayed  shall  not  be 
inferior  to  their  respective  standards  herein  before 
declared  more  thim  one  part  in  one  hundred  and 
forty-four  parts,  the  officer  or  officers  of  the  said 
Mint  whom  it  may  concern  shall  be  held  excusa^ 
ble,  but  if  anj  greater  inferiority  shall  appear,  it 
shall  be  certified  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  said  officer  or  officers  shall  be 
deemed  disqualified  to  hold  their  respective  offices. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  anv 
of  the  gold  or  silver  coins  which  shall  be  struck 
or  coined  at  the  said  Mint,  shall  be  debased  or 
made  worse,  as  to  the  proportion  of  fine  gold  or 
fine  silver  therein  contained,  or  shall  be  of  less 
weight  or  value  than  the  same  ought  to  be,  pursu- 
ant to  the  directions  of  this  act,  through  tne  de- 
fault or  with  the  connivance  of  any  of  uie  officers 


or  persoos  who  d^U  he  eiaplofed  at  l^ 
Mint,  for  the  purpose  of  prait  or  gani,  or  o 
wise  with  a  fraudulent  intent,  and  if  aaj  of  tike 
said  officers  or  perscms  shall  embeiale  any  of  tike 
metals  which  shall  at  any  time  becosunitted  tt» 
their  charge  for  the  purpose  oi  hemz  coined,  or 
any  of  the  coins  whicn  snail  be  strodL  or 
at  the  said  BUnt,  every  such  officer  or  jpa 
shall  commit  any«or  either  of  the  wud 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  fekmy,  aad  shall 
death. 

Sac.  2a  And  be  Ufiaiker  enacted,  That  tiv 
money  of  account  of  the  United  States  shaU  ba< 
pressed  in  dollars  or  units,  dimes  or  tenths, 
or  hundredths,  and  mills  or  thousandths;  a 
beinjg  the  te&ui  part  of  a  doUar,  a  ee&t  the 
dredth  partof  a  dollar,  a  mill  the  thounndtk  net 
ofadoUari  and  that  all  accounts  in  the  poUc 
offices,  and  all  proceedings  in  the  Courts  of  tkm 
United  States  snail  be  kept  and  had  in  I 
to  this  regulation. 

Approved,  April  2, 1792. 


An  Act  suppleBMDtary  to  the  set  Ibr  die 
and  fopport  of  tight-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  and  pid»- 
DC  piers. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  all  expenses  which 
shall  accrue  from  the  first  day  of  July  next,  bt- 
clusively^  for  the  necessary  support,  mamtenance, 
and  repairs  of  all  licht-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  the 
stakea^e  of  channels  on  the  sea-coast  and  public 
piers,  snail  continue  to  be  defraved  by  the  United 
States,  until  the  first  day  of  July,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  notwith- 
standing such  light-houses,  beacons,  or  public  piers!, 
with  the  lands  and  tenements  thereunto  belcxiging, 
and  the  jurisdiction  of  the  same,  shall  not  in  the 
mean  time  be  ceded  to  or  vested  in  the  United 
States  by  the  State  or  States  respectively  in  which 
the  same  may  be,  and  that  the  said  time  be  fur- 
ther allowed  to  the  States  respectively  to  make 
such  cession. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the  Se- 
cretary of  die  Treasury  be  authorized  to  cause  to 
be  provided,  erected,  and  placed,  a  floating  beacon, 
and  as  many  buoys  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
security  of  navis^tion,  at  and  near  the  entrance 
of  the  narbor  of  Charleston,  in  the  State  of  South 
Carolina  j  and  also,  to  have  affixed  three  floating 
beacons  in  the  Bay  of  Chesapeake— one  at  the 
north  end  of  Willoughby's  Spit^  another  at  the 
tail  of  the  Horse  Shoe,  and  the  third  on  the  shoal- 
est  place  of  the  Middle  Ground. 

Approved;  April  12, 1792. 

An  Act  to  erect  a  light-house  on  Montaok  Point,  in 
the  State  of  New  Toik. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That,  as  soon  as  the  ittiiBdic>- 
tion  of  such  land  on  Montauk  Point  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  as  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
shaU  deem  sufficient  and  most  prosper  for  the  con- 
venience and  accommodation  of^a  light-house,  shall 
have  been  ceded  to  the  United  States,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pro- 
vide, by  contract,  which  shall  be  approved  by  the 
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Ati^  of  Qmgre$$. 


PrefWtont  of  tike  Umled  StattB.  fbr  bttildiiig  A  light- 
lumse  tkeroon,  and  for  f ornuluBg  the  rnxoM  with 
all  neceaoaiy  sui^tliea,  and  also  to  agree  for  the 
aidaries  or  wagee  of  tlie  persoa  or  pertoAs  who 
loay  be  appointed  bjr  the  Fresideat  for  the  super- 
JAtendence  and  care  of  the  same ;  and  the  President 
is  hereby  authorized  to  make  the  said  apeointments ; 
that  the  number  and  disposition  of  tae  lights  in 
said  light-house  shall  be  such  as  may  tead  to  di»- 
tiqfuisn  it , from  others,  jand,  as  far  as  is  practicable, 
present  mistakes. 
Approved,  April  13, 1792. 

An  Act  fi>r  ascertaining  the  bounds  of  a  tract  of  land 
purchased  by  John  Cleves  Synunes. 

Be  it  enacUdy  fc,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized,  at 
the  request  of  John  Cleves  Symmes,  or  his  agent 
or  a£;ents,  to  alter  the  contract  made  between 
the  late  Board  of  Treasury  and  the  said  John 
Cleves  Symmes  for  the  sale  of  a  tract  of  land  of 
one  million  of  acres,  in  such  mann'er  that  the  said 
tract  may  extend  from  the  mouth  of  the  Great 
Miami  to  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Miami,  and  be 
bounded  by  the  river  Ohio  on  the  souUl  by  the 
Qreat  Miami  on  the  west,  by  the  Little  Miami  on 
the  east,  and  by  a  parallel  of^latitude  on  the  north, 
extending  from  the  Great  Miami  to  the  Little 
Miami,  so  as  to  comprehend  the  proposed  quantity 
of  one  million  of  acres :  PrcnideOy  Iiiat  the  north- 
em  limits  of  the  said  tract  shall  not  interfere  with 
the  bouadary-line  established  by  the  treaty  of  Fort 
Harmar,  between  the  United  States  and  the  In- 
dian nations :  And  provided^  aleoj  That  the  Pre- 
sident reserve  to  the  United  States  such  lands  at 
and  near  Fort  Washington  as  he  may  think  n^ 
cessary  for  the  accommodation  of  a  garrison  at 
that  fort. 

Approved,  April  12, 1792. 

An  Act  for  fixing  the  compensatioiu  of  the  Doockeepen 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  R^ieeentativee  in  Con- 
gress. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c  That,  from  and  after  the  ter- 
mination of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  the 
Doorkeepers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives shall  each  be  allowed  a  salary  of  five 
hundred  dollars  per  annum,  in  full  compensation 
for  their  services  in  the  saia  offices ;  ana  that  the 
Assistant  Doorkeeper  to  each  House  shall  be  al- 
lowed, in  full  compensation  for  all  his  services,  the 
sum  of  four  hundred  and  fiftv  dollars  per  annum ; 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  tne  said  Doorkeepers 
to  do  the  usual  services  pertaining  to  their  respect- 
ive offices  during  the  session  of  uongress,  and,  in 
the  recess,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, to  take  care  of  the  apartments  occupied  by 
the  respective  Houses,  and  provide  fuel  and  other 
accommodations  for  their  subsequent  session ;  and 
the  said  compensation  shall  be  certified  and  paid 
in  like  manner  as  is  provided  by  law  for  the  other 
officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives. 

Approved,  April  12, 1792. 


An  Ad  for  alteriog  the  timas  Ibrhol&ig  ^  Okcoit 
Ooorti,  in  certain  distiicts  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  other  porpoees. 

Be  it  encLcted^  f  c,  That,  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  this  act,  the  Circuit  Courts  in  the  dis- 
tricts of  North  Carolina  and  Georgia  shall  be  held 
as  foUows,  to  wit :  In  the  district  of  North  Caro- 
lina, on  the  first  day  of  June  and  the  thirtieth  dar 
of  November,  at  Newbem,  in  the  present  and  eacn 
succeeding  year ;  and  all  writs  and  recosnizances 
returnable^  and  suits  and  other  proceeoines  that 
were  contmued  to  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  dis- 
trict of  North  Carolina  on  the  eighteenth  day  of 
June  next,  shall  now  be  returned  and  held  con- 
tinued to  the  same  Court  on  the  first  day  of  June 
next.  In  the  district  of  Georgia,  on  the  twenty- 
fifth  day  of  April,  at  Savannah,  and  on  the  eighth 
day  of  November,  at  Augusta,  in  the  present  and 
each  succeeding  year,  except  when  any  of  those 
days  shall  happen  on  Sundav,  in  which  case,  the 
Court  shall  be  held  on  the  Monday  following. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jur^er  enacted.  That  the  ses- 
sions of  the  Circuit  Courtein  the  Elastem  Circuit 
shall,  in  the  present  and  every  succeeding  year, 
commence  at  the  times  fbUowing.  that  is  to  say : 
In  New  York  district  on  the  fifth  day  of  April 
and  the  fifth  day  of  September;  in  ConnecUcut 
district,  on  the  twenty-nfth  day  of  April  and  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  September ;  in  Massachusetts 
district,  on  the  twelfth  day  of  May  and  twelfth 
day  of  October ;  in  New  Hampshire  district,  on 
the  twenty-fourth  day  of  May  and  the  twenty- 
fourth  day  of  CNstober;  and  in  Rhode  Island  dis^ 
trict,  on  the  seventh  day  of  June  and  the  seventh 
day  of  November,  except  when  any  of  those  days 
shall  happen  <mi  a  Sunday,  and  then  the  session 
shall  commence  on  the  next  day  following.  And 
the  sessions  of  the  Circuit  Court  shall  be  held  in 
the  district  of  Virginia,  at  the  city  of  Richmond 
only ;  in  New  Hampshire  district,  at  Portsmouth 
and  Exeter  alternately,  bejrinning  at  the  first ;  in 
Massachusetts  district,  at  Boston ;  in  Rhode  Island 
district^  at  Newport  and  Providence  alternately, 
beginning  at  the  first:  in  Connecticut  district^ at 
Hartford  and  New  Haven  alternately,  be^mng 
at  the  last ;  and  in  New  York  district,  at  the  city 
of  New  York  only. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That,  at  each 
session  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
or  as  soon  after  as  may  be,  the  Judges  of  the  So- 
preme  Court  attending  at  such  session  shall,  in 
writing,  subscribed  with  their  names^  (^which  writ- 
ing shall  be  lodeed  with  the  Clerk  or  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  safeiy  kept  in  his  office,)  assig[n  to  the 
said  Judges,  respectively^  the  circmts  wmch  they 
are  to  attend  at  the  ensumg  see»ons  of  the  Circmt 
Courts ;  which  assignment  shall  be  made  in  such 
manner  that  no  Judge,  unless  by  his  own  con- 
sent, shall  have  assignee!  to  him  any  circuit  which 
he  has  already  attended,  until  thfi  same  has  been 
afterwards  attended  by  every  other  of  the  said 
Judges :  Provided,  ahoaye,  That  if  the  public  ser- 
vice or  the  convenience  of  the  Jnd^  shall  at  any 
time,  in  their  opinion,  reqmre  a  dinerent  arrange* 
ment,  the  same  may  take  plaoe,  with  the  consent 
of  any  four  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
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Acta  of  Congrem. 


Sec  4  And  be  U  Jurther  enacted^  That  the 
Distdct  Couit  for  the  district  of  Mstine,  which, 
by  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  the  Ju- 
dicial Ck>urt8  of  the  United  States,"  is  holden  on 
the  first  Tuesday  of  June,  annually,  at  Portland, 
shall,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  be 
holden  on  the  third  Tuesday  ot  June,  annually, 
anything  in  the  act  aforesaid  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding ;  and  all  writs  and  recognizances  re- 
turnable, and  suits  and  other  proceedings  that  were 
continued  to  the  District  Court  for  the  district  of 
Maine  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  June  next,  shall  now 
be  returnable  and  held  continued  to  the  same  Court 
on  the  third  Tuesday  of  June  next 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  the 
stated  District  Courts  for  the  district  of  North 
Carolina  shalL  in  futute,  be  held  at  the  towns  of 
Newbep,  Wilmington,  and  Edenton,  in  rotation, 
beginnW  at  Newbem,  as  th.e  said  Court  now 
Stands  adjourned. 

Approved,  April  13, 1792. 


An  Act  to  compensate  the  Corpontion  of  Trustees  of 
the  Public  Grammar  School  and  Academy  of  Wil- 
mingtoD,  in  the  State  of  Delaware,  for  the  occupation 
o(  and  damages  done  to,  the  said  school  during  the 
late  war. 

Be  it  enacUdj  f  c,  That,  as  an  indemnifichtion  to 
the  Corporation  of  Trustees  of  the  Public  Gram- 
mar School  and  Academy  of  Wilmington,  in  the 
State  of  Delaware,  for  the  use  and  occupation  of 
the  said  school,  ana  the  damages  done  to  the  same 
by  the  troop  of  the  United  States,  during  the  late 
war,  there  be  granted  to  the  said  Corporation  of 
Trustees  a  reasonable  compensation,  payable  out 
of  any  unappropriated  money  in  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States,  which  compensation  shall  be 
ascertained  by  the  accounting  (oficers  of  the  Trea- 

MTV. 

Approved,  April  13, 1792. 

An  Act  for  apportioning  Representatives  among  the 
several  States  according  to  the  First  Enumeration. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  from  and  after  the  third 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-three,  tne  House  of  Rqnresentatives  shall 
be  composea  of  members  elected  agreeably  to  a 
ratio  or  one  member  for  every  thirty-three  thou- 
sand persons  in  each  State,  computed  accordinjg 
to  the  rule  prescribed  by  the  Constitution,  that  is 
to  say :  Within  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  four; 
withm  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  fourteen ;  with- 
in the  State  of  Vermont,  two;  within  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island,  two ;  within  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut, seven ;  within  the  State  of  New  York, 
ten ;  within  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  five ;  within 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania^  thirteen :  within  the 
State  of  Delaware^  one ;  within  the  State  of  Ma* 
ryland,  eisht ;  witnin  the  State  of  Virginia,  nine- 
teen ;  within  the  State  of  Kentucky^  two ;  within 
the  State  of  North  Carolina,  ten ;  within  &e  State 
of  South  Carolina,  six ;  and  within  the  State  of 
Georgia,  two  memoers. 

Approved,  April  14, 1792. 


An  Act  nanrmmmg  Ckmmik  and  Vice 

For  citrrying  into  full  effect  the  Cimvention 
tween  the  JSling  of  the  French  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  entered  into  for  the  purpose 
of  defining  and  estaUishing  the  Amctioiis 
privileges  of  their  respective  Consols  and  Vii 
Consuls— 

Be  it  enacted,  fc^  That  where,  in  the  seventk 
article  of  the  saia  Convention,  it  is  agreed  thmX. 
when  there  shall  be  no  Consul  or  Vice  Coiuol  or 
the  King  of  the  French,  to  attend  to  the  saving  of 
the  wreck  of  any  French  vesseb  stranded  on  tlie 
coasts  of  the  Umted  States,  or  that  the  residence 
of  the  said  Consul  or  Vice  Consul  (he  not  beii^ 
at  the  place  of  the  wreck)  shall  be  more  distant 
from  the  said  place  than  that  of  the  competeet 
Judge  of  the  country,  the  latter  shall  immeaiatel|' 
proceed  to  perform  the  office  therein  prescribed  ; 
the  District  Judge  of  the  United  States  of  the 
district  in  which  the  wreck  shall  happen,  shall 
proceed  therein  according  to  the  tenor  or  die  said 
article ;  and,  iu  such  cases,  it  shall  be  the  dntj  of 
the  officers  of  the  customs  within  whose  districts 
such  wrecks  shall  happen,  to  five  notice  thereof 
as  sooD.  as  may  be,  to  the  said  Jud^  and  to  aia 
and  assist  him  to  perform  the  duties  hereby  as- 
signed to  him.    The  District  Judges  of  the  United 
States  shall  also,  within  their  respective  districts, 
be  the  competent  judges  for  the  purposes  express- 
ed in  the  nmth  article  of  the  said  Convention ; 
and  it  shall  be  incumbent  on  them  togive  aid  to 
the  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  of  the  £ng  of  the 
French,  in  arresting  and  securing  deserters  from 
vessels  of  the  French  nation,  according  to  the 
tenor  of  the  said  article.    And  where,  by  any  arti- 
cle of  the  said  Convention,  the  Consuls  and  Vice 
Consuls  of  the  King  of  the  French  are  entitled  to 
the  aid  of  the  competent  executive  officers  of  the 
country,  in  the  execution  of  any  precept,  the  Mar- 
shals of  the  United  States  and  meir  deputies  shaU, 
within  their  respective  districts,  be  the  compe- 
tent officers^  and  shall  ^ve  their  aid  according  to 
the  tenor  of  the  stipulations.    And  whenever  com- 
mitments to  the  jails  of  the  coandry  shall  become 
necessary,  in  pursuance  of  any  stipulation  of  the 
said  Convention,  they  shall  be  to  such  jails  with- 
in the  respective  Districts  as  other  commitmenta 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States  are,  by 
law,  made. 

And  for  the  direction  of  the  Consuls  and  Vice 
Consttb  of  the  United  States,  in  certain  cases — 

Sec.  2.  Beit  enacted bjf  the autkm^qfaretaid, 
That  they  shall  have  right,  in  the  ports  or  places  to 
which  they  are  or  may  he  severally  anointed,  of  re- 
ceiving the  protests  or  declarations  which  such  cap- 
tains, masters,  crews,  passengers,  and  merchants 
as  are  citizens  of  the  United  States,  may  respect- 
ively choose  to  make  there ;  and  also  such  as  any 
foreigner  may  choose  to  make  before  them  rela- 
tive to  the  personal  interest  of  any  citiiens  of  the 
United  States ;  and  the  copies  of  the  said  acta, 
duly  authenticated  by  the  said  Consuls  or  Vice 
Consuls,  under  the  seal  of  their  consulates,  re- 
spectively, shall  receive  &ith  in  law  equally  as 
their  originals  would  in  sJi  Courts  in  the  United 
States.    It  shall  be  their  duty,  where  the  laws  of 
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the  country  permit  to  take  possession  of  the  per- 
sonal estate  left  by  any  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  other  than' seamen  belonging  to  any  ship 
or  yessel,  who  shall  die  within  their  Consulate, 
leaving  there  no  le^  representative,  partner  in 
trade,  or  trustee  by  him  appointed  to  take  care  of 
his  effects ;  they  shall  inventory  the  same,  with 
the  assistance  of  two  merchants  of  the  United 
States,  or,  for  want  of  them,  of  any  others,  at  their 
choice ;  shall  collect  the  debts  due  to  the  deceased 
in  the  country  where  he  died,  and  pay  the  debts 
due  from  his  estate  which  he  snaUhave  there  con- 
tracted ;  shall  sell  at  auction,  after  rei^sonable  pub- 
lic notice,  such  part  of  the  estate  as  shall  be  of  a  pe- 
ri^iable  nature,  and  such  fiirther  part  if  any.  as 
shall  be  neceanry  for  the  payment  of  his  deots, 
and,  at  the  expiration  of  one  year  from  his  decease, 
the  residue ;  and  the  balance  of  the  estate  they 
shall  transmit  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
to  be  hoMen  in  trust  for  the  legal  claimants ;  but 
if,  at  any  time  before  such  transmission,  the  legal 
representative  of  the  deceased  shall  appear  and 
demand  his  effects  in  their  hands,  they  shall  de- 
liver them  up^  being  paid  their  fees,  and  shall  cease 
their  proceeding.  For  the  information  of  the  re- 
presentative of  the  deceased,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Consul  or  Vice  Consul  authorized  to  pro- 
ceed, as  aforesaid,  in  the  settlement  of  his  estate, 
immediately  to  notify  his  death  in  one  of  the  ga- 
zettes published  in  tne  Consulate,  and  sdso  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  that  the  same  may  be  notified 
in  the  State  to  which  the  deceased  shall  belong; 
and  he  shall  also,  as  soon  as  may  be,  transmit  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  an  inventory  of  the  effects 
of  the  deceased,  taken  as  before  directed. 

Sfic.  3.  And  be  it  fiirther  enacted^  That  the  said 
Consuls  and  Vice  Ccmsuls,  in  cases  where  ships 
or  vessels  of  the  United  States  shall  be  stranded 
on  the  coasts  of  their  Consulates,  respectively,  shall, 
as  far  as  the  laws  of  the  country  will  permit,  take 

Soper  measures  as  well  for  the  purpose  of  saving 
e  said  ships  or  vessels,  their  cargoes,  and  appur- 
tenances, as  for  storing  and  securing  the  effects 
and  merchandise  saved,  and  for  taking  an  inventory 
or  inventories  thereof;  and  the  merchandise  and 
eff^ts  saved,  with  the  inventory  or  inventories 
thereof,  taken  as  aforesaid,  shall,  after  deducting 
therefrom  the  expense,  be  delivered  to  the  owner 
or  owners:  Provided^  That  no  Consul  or  Vice 
Consul  shall  have  authority  to  take  possession  of 
any  such  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  or  other  pro- 
perty, when  the  master,  owner^  or  consignee  there- 
of is  present  ixt  capable  of  taking  possession  of  the 
same. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  U  fiirther  enacted^  That  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  every  Consul  and  Vice 
Consul  of  the  United  States  to  take  and  receive 
the  fbllowing  fees  of  office  for  the  services  which 
he  shall  have  performed :  For  authenticating  un- 
der the  Consular  seal  every  protest,  declaration, 
deposition,  or  other  act,  which  such  captains,  mas- 
ters, mariners,  seamen,  passengers,  merchants,  or 
others,  as  are  citizens  of  the  iFnited  States,  may 
respectively  choose  to  make,  the  sum  of  two  dol- 
lars; for  the  taking  into  possession,  inventor3ring, 
scUiiig,  aftd  inally  settling  and  paying,  or  transmit- 


ting as  aforesaid,  the  balance  due  on  the  personal 
estate  leA  by  any  citizen  of  the  United  States  who 
shall  die  within  the  limits  of  his  Consulate,  five 
per  centum  on  the  gross  amount  of  such  estate ; 
for  taking  into  possession  and  otherwise  proceed- 
ing  on  any  sucn  estate  which  shall  be  delivered 
over  to  the  legal  repres^itative  before  a  finid  set- 
tlement of  the  same,  as  is  hereinbefore  directed, 
two-and-a-half  per  centum  on  such  part  deliverea 
over  as  shall  not  be  in  money,  and  five  per  centum 
on  the  ^068  amount  of  the  residue.  And  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  of 
the  United  States  to  give  receipts  for  all  fees 
which  they  shall  receive  b^  virtue  of  this  act,  ex- 
pressing the  particular  services  for  which  they  are 
paid. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it fi$rther  enacted,  That,  in  case 
it  be  found  necessary  for  the  interest  of  the  United 
States  that  a  Consul  or  Consuls  be  appointed  to 
reside  on  the  coast  of  Barbary,  the  President  be 
authorized. to  allow  an  annual  salary,  not  exceed- 
ing two  thousand  dollars  to  each  person  so  to  be 
appointed:  Provided,  That  such  salary  be  not  al- 
lowed to  more  than  one  Consul  for  any  one  of  the 
States  on  the  said  coast. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  fitrther  ewicted,  That  every 
Consul  and  Vice  Consul  shall,  before  they  enter 
on  the  execution  of  their  trusts,  or  if  already  in 
the  execution  of  the  same,  witmn  one  year  from 
the  passing  of  this  act,  or  it  resident  in  Asia,  with- 
in two  years,  five  bond,  with  such  sureties  as  shall 
be  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  Ia  a  sum 
of  not  less  thaix  two  thousand  nor  more  than  ten 
thousand  dollars,  conditioned  for  the  true  and  faith- 
ful discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office  according 
to  law,  and  also  for  truly  accounting  for  all  mo- 
neys, goods,  and  effects,  which  may  come  into  his 
possession  by  virtue  of  this  act ;  and  the  said  bond 
shall  be  lodged  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  fitrtJier  enacted,  That,  to  pre- 
vent the  marinera  and  seamen  employed  in  ves- 
seb  belonging  to  citizens  (^  the  Umtea  States,  in 
cases  of  shipwreck,  sickness,  or  captivity,  m)m 
suffering  in  foreii^  ports,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Consuls  and  Y  ice  Consuls,  respectively,  from 
time  to  time,  to  provide  for  them  in  the  most  rea- 
sonable manner,  at  the  expense  of  the  United 
States,  subject  to  such  instructions  as  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  shall  give,  and  not  exceeding  an  al- 
lowance of  twelve  cents  to  a  man  per  diem«  And 
all  masters  and  commanders  of  vessels  belonfidng 
to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  bound  to 
some  port  of  the  same,  are  hereby  required  and 
enjoined  to  take  such  mariners  or  seamen  on  board 
of  their  ships  or  vessels,  at  the  request  of  the  said 
Consuls  or  Vice  Consuls^  respectively,  and  to 
transport  them  to  the  port  m  the  Unitea  States  to 
whicn  such  ships  or  vessels  may  be  bound,  free  of 
costs  or  charge :  but  that  the  said  mariners  or  sea- 
men shall,  if  able,  be  bound  to  do  duty  on  board 
such  ships  or  vessels,  according  to  their  several 
abilities:  Provided,  That  no  master  or  captain  of 
any  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  obliged  to  take  a  greater 
number  than  two  men  to  ev^  one  hundred  tons 
burden  of  the  said  ship  or  vessel,  on  any  one  voy- 
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ag9 ;  and  if  any  such  captain  or  master  shall  re* 
me  tlM^  same,  on  the  rdquest  or  order  of  the  Con- 
sul or  vice  Consul,  such  captain  or  master  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  tnirty  dollars  for  each 
mariner  or  seaman  so  refused,  to  be  recovered  for 
the  benefit  of  the  United  States  by  the  said  Con- 
sul or  Vice  Consul,  in  his  own  name,  in  4ny  Court 
of  competent  jurisdiction. 

Sfia  8.  Am  be  itjurther  enacted^  That,  where 
a  ship  or  vessel,  belongiidg  to  citizens  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  is  sold  in  a  foreign  port  or  i^e,  the 
master,  unless  the  crew  are  liable  by  tneir  con* 
tract,  or  do  consent  to  be  discharged  there,  shall 
send  them  back  to  the  State  where  they  entered 
on  board,  or  furnish  them  with  means  si^icient 
for  their  return,  to  be  ascertained  by  the  Consul 
or  Vice  Consul  of  the  United  States  h«ving  juris- 
diction of  the  port  or  place ;  and,  in  case  of  the 
master's  refusal,  the  said  Consul  or  Vice  Consul 
may  (if  the  laws  of  the  laud  permit  it)  cause  his 
v^hi^  goods,  and  person,  to  be  arrested. and  hdd 
uutu  he  shall  comity  with  his  duty  berem. 

Sbc«  9.  AndbeUjvriherenactady  That  the  spe* 
rification  of  certain  powers  and  duties,  in  this  act, 
to  be  exercised  or  performed  by  the  Consuls  and 
Yiw  Consuls  of  the  United  States,  shall  not  be 
construed  to  the  exclusion  of  others  resi^dcing  from 
the  nature  of  their  apiK>intments,  or  any  Treaty  or 
Convention  under  ^^ich  they  may  act. 

Ai^roved,  April  14^  1792. 

An  Act  authoiSiiiig  the  gttnt  and  eonteyHnce  of  eer^ 
lands  to  the  Oitto  Company  of  Associatet. 


■ 

Be  it  maxUd^  fc^  That  a  certain  contract  ex* 
pressed  in  an  indenture  executed  on  the  twenty- 
seventh  dav  of  October,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  a^d  eighty-seven,  between  the  then 
Board  of  Treasury  for  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, of  the  one  part,  and  Manasseh  Cutler  and 
Winthrop  Sargent,  as  agents  fof  the  Dir^tcn^s  of 
the  Ohio  Company  of  Assocktes.  of  the  other  Murt 
80  far  as  the  same  respeets  the  foUowmg  described 
tiact  of  land,  that  is  to  say :  Beginning  at  a  station 
where  the  western  boundary  Ime  of  the  seveoth 
range  of  townships  (laid  out  by  the  aitthority  of 
the  United  States  in  Ccmgress  assembled)  inter* 
sects  the  river  Ohio  i  thrice  extending  along  that 
river  southwesterlv  to  a  place  where  the  western 
boundary  line  of  the  fifteenth  range  of  townships 
(when  laid  out  ajgreeably  to  the  land  ordinaaee 
passed  the  twentieth  day  of  May,  one  Uiousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-five)  would  touch  the 
said  river ;  thence  running  northerly  on  the  said 
western  bounds  of  the  said  fifteenth  range  of  town- 
ships till  a  line  drawn  due  east  tothe  western 
boundary  line  of  the  said  seventh  range  of  town^ 
sh^  will  craaprehend,  with  the  other  lines  of 
this  tract,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  acres 
of  land,  besides  the  several  lots  and  parcels  of  land 
in  the  said  contract  reserved  or  appropriated  to 
particular  purposes ;  thence  running  east  to  the 
western  boundary  line  of  the  said  seventh  range 
of  townahins ;  and  thence  along  the  said  line  to 
the  place  of  beginning,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby., 
confirmed;  and  that  the  Preadent  of  die  United 


States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  and  em* 
powered  to  issue  letters  patent  in  the  name  and 
under  the  seal  of  the  United  States,  thereby  grant- 
ing and  conveying  to  Rufbs  Putnam,  Manasseh 
Cutler,  Robert  (Hiver,  and  Grifiin  Green,  and  to 
their  heirs  and  assigns,  in  fee  simple,  the  said  de- 
scribed tract  of  laim,  with  the  reservations  in  the 
said  indenture  es^ressed,  in  trust  for  the  persona 
ccnnposing  the  said  Ohio  Company  of  Associates, 
according  to  their  several  rights  and  interests,  and 
for  their  neirs  and  assigns,  as  tenants  in  common^ 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  Ufirther  macted,  That  the 
President  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  farther  authorized 
and  empowered,  by  letters  patent  as  aforesaid,  to 
grant  and  convey  to  the  said  Rufus  PutnaisL  Mar 
nasseh  Cutler,  Robert  Oliver,  and  Griffin  Green, 
and  to  their  heirs  and  assigns,  in  trust,ibT  the  uses 
above  expressed,  one  other  tract  of  two  hundred 
and  fourteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  eishty- 
five  acres  of  land:  Providedy  That  the  said  Kufos 
Putnam,  Manasseh  Cutler,  Robert  Oliver,  and 
Griffin  Green,  or  either  of  them^  shall  ddiver  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  within  six  m^tha, 
warrants  which  issued  for  Army  bounty  ri^itt 
sufficient  for  that  purpose,  according  to  Hie  provi- 
sion of  a  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  twenty-third 
day  of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
einity-seven. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  fiaiker  enacted^  Thac  th# 
President  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  further  authorized 
and  empowered,  by  letters  patent  as  aforesaid^  t» 
grant  and  convev  to  the  said  Rufiis  Putnam,  Ma- 
nasseh Cutler,  Robert  Oliver,  and  Griffin  Green, 
and  to  their  heirs  and  assigns,  m  fee  simpU,  in 
trust  for  the  uses  above  expraised,  a  fiurther  quan- 
tity of  one  hundred  thousand  aci^s  of  land:  /V«- 
tidedy  cdwofm,  nefferthdeaa^  That  the  said  grant  eft 
one  hundred  thousand  acres  shall  be  made  on  the 
express  condition  of  becoming  void  for  such  part 
th^eof  as  the  said  Company  shaU  apt  have,  within 
five  years  from  the  passing  of  this-  act,  c<mvey€d 
in  fee  simpk,  as  a  bounty,  and  &9e  of  enense,  ia 
tracts  of  one  hundred  acre%  to  each  male  persoa 
not  less  than  eighteen  years  of  age,  being  an  aetoal 
settler  at  the  time  of  such  conveyance. 

Sec 4.  AndbeitfiiirAerimicied^  ThattheaaM 
quantities  of  two  hundred  and  fourteen  thousand 
two  hundred  and  eighty^ve  acres,  and  of  one 
hundred  thousand  acres,  shall  be  located  willun 
the  limits  of  the  tract  of  one  million  five  hundred 
thousand  acres  of  land,  described  in  the  ]ndeDtnr<t 
aforesaid,  and  adjoining  to  the  tract  of  land  de- 
scribed in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  and  in  sneh 
form  as  the  President,  in  the  letters  patent,  sludl 
prescribe  for  that  purpose. 

Approved,  April  31, 1793. 


An  Act  fiv  railing  afiutiiar  8am  of  Mon^  iMr  tfaa 
taction  of  the  F^tian^'and  in  other  puiposead|flM> 
inmenftioBed. 

Be  it  emteUd^  fc.  That,  from  and  after  the 
last  day  of  June  next,  the  duties  now  in  foree 
upon  me  articles  hereinafler  enmnented  and 
desoribed,  at  their  importation  into  ^le  United 
States,  shall  cease,  ana  that  in  hem  thereof,  them 
shall  be  thenceferth  laid,  levied,  ii  i  al  aeiia  tni  mion 
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the  said  articles,  at  their  said  importation,  the 
seTeral  and  respectire  rates  or  duties  following, 
vi2:  . 

Wines,  namely :  Bladeira.  of  the  quality  of  Lon- 
don pattioular.  per  gallon,  nfty-six  cents;  Madei- 
ra, of  the  quality  of  London  market,  per  gallon, 
forty-nine  cents ;  other  Madeira  wine,  per  gallon, 
forty  cents ;  Sherry .jper  gallon,  thirty-three  cents ; 
Saint  Lucar,  per  g^on,  thirty  cents ;  Lisbon,  per 
ffallon, twenty-fiye  cents;  Oporto,  per  gallon, twen- 
ff-fiTe  cents;  Tenerifie  and  Fayal,  per  gallon, 
twenty  cents.  All  other  wines,  forty  per  centum 
ad  Talorem.  provided  that  the  amount  of  the  duty 
thereupon  shall,  in  no  case,  exceed  thirty  cents  per 
gallon. 

Spirits,  distilled  wholly  or,oliiefty  from  grain: 
Of  tne  first  class  of  proof^per  ffallon,  tw^nty-eiffht 
cents ;  of  the  second  class  of  proof,  ner  gallon, 
twenty-nine  cents;  of  the  third  class  or  proof,  per 
gallon^  thirty-one  cents;  of  the  fourth  class  of 
proof,  per  gallon,  thirty  four  cents;  of  the  fifth 
dass  or  proof  per  gallon,  forty  cents ;  of  the  siith 
class  of  proof|  per  mllon^  fifty  cents. 

All  otner  distilled  spints :  Of  the  second  class  of 
proof  and  under,  per  gallon,  twenty-ftrecents;  of  the 
third  class  of  proof  and  under,  per  gallon,  twenty- 
eight  cents ;  of  the  fourth  class  of  proof  and  under, 
pet  ffaHon,  thirty-two  cents ;  of  tne  fifth  class  of 
proof  and  under,  per  gallon,  thirty-ei^^t  cents;  of 
the  sixth  class  of  proof  and  under,  per  gallon,  fbr- 
ty-six  cents.  Which  several  classes  or  denomina- 
tions of  proof  fl^all  be  deemed  and  taken  to  cor- 
respond with  those  mentioned  in  the  "act  repeid- 
inff,  after  the  last  day  of  June  next,  the  duties  here- 
tofore laid  upon  distilled  spirits  imported  from 
abroad,  and  laying  others  in* their  stead;  and  also 
upon  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States  and 
for  appropriadnff  the  same." 

Boer,  ale,  and  porter,  per  sallon,  eight  cents ; 
steel;  per  hundred  weight,  one  hundred  cents;  nails, 
per  pound,  two  cents;  cocoa,  per  pound,  two  cents; 
chocolate,  per  pound,  three  cents ;  playing  cards. 
ipjST  pack,  twenty-fiye  cents ;  shoes  and  slippers  of 
silk,  twenty  cents  ;^  all  other  shoes  and  slippers  for 
men  and  women,  clogs  and  golo-ehoes,  ten  cents; 
all  other  shoes  and  slippers  for  children,  seyen 
cents;  on  hemp,  for  every  one  hundred  and  twelve 
pounds,  one  hundred  cents;  on  cables,  for  every 
one  hundred  and  twelve 'pounds,  one  hundred  and 
eighty  cents;  on  tan%d  cordage,  for  every  one 
hmidred  and  tWelvepounds,one  hundred  and  eighty 
cents ;  on  untarrea  cordage  and  yam,  for  every 
one  hundred  and  twelve  pounds,  two  hundred  and 
twenty-five  cents;  on  twine  and  packthread,  for 
every  one  hundred  and  twelve  pounds,  four  hun- 
dred cents;  on  coal,  per  bushel,  four  and  a  half 
cents ;  on  ndts,  called  Glauber  salts,  for  every  one 
hundred  and  twelve  pounds,  two  hundred  cents. 

Articles  ad  valorem :  China  wares,  looking  glass, 
window  and  other  slass,  and  all  manu&ctures  or 
glass,  black  quart  TOttles  excepted;  muskets,  pis- 
tols, and  other  fire-arms;  sword^  cutlasses,  hang- 
ers and  other  side  arms;  starch ;  hair  powder;  wa- 
fers; glue;  laces,  lines,  fringes,  tassels,  and  trim- 
mings commonly  used  by  upholsterers,  coach- 
makers  and  saddlers,  and  paper-hangings ;  painters' 


colors^  whether  dry  or  ground  in  oil — ^fifteen  per 
centum  ad  valorem-— cast,  slit,  and  rolled  iron,  and, 
generally,  all  manufactmres  of  iron,  steel,  tin,  pew^ 
ter,  copper,  brass,  or  of  which  either  of  these  metals 
is  the  article  of  chief  value,  not  being  otherwise 
particularly  enumeratecL  brass  and  iron  wife  ex- 
cepted ;  caoinet  wares ;  leather  tanned  and  tawed, 
and  all  manufactures  of  leather,  or  of  which  leather 
is  the  article  of  chief  value,  not  otherwise  particu- 
larly enumerated;  medicinal  drugs,  except  those 
commonly  used  in  dying;  hats,  caps,  and  bonnets 
of  every  sort;  gloves  and  mittens;  stockings;  mil- 
linery ready  made ;  artificial  flowers,  feathers  and 
other  ornaments  for  women's  head-dresses ;  fans  i 
dolls,  dressed  and  undressed;  toys;  buttons  of 
every  kind ;  carpets  and  carpeting,  mats  and  floor 
cloths;  sail  cloth;  sheathing  and  cartridge  papery 
all  powders,  pastes,  balls,  biusams,  ointments,  oil^ 
waters,  washes,  tinctures,  essences,  or  other  pre- 
parations or  compositions  commonly  called  sweet 
scents,  odors,  perfumes,  or  cosmetics ;  all  denti- 
fHce-powdets,  tinctures,  preparations,  oi^  composi- 
tions whatsoever,  for  the  teeth  or  gums — ten  per 
centum  ad  valorem. 

Sec.  2.  Provided  ahoays,  and  be  it  JuriJier  ehr 
actedy  That  ail  articles  wmeh  are  excepted  and 
exemi>ted  nom  duty  by  the  ''act  makinff  Airther 
provision  for  the  payment  of  the  Debts  of  the 
United  States,"  shall  continue  to  b^  so  excepted 
and  exempted;  and  that,  to  the  articles  heretofore 
made  f^ee  fVom  duty^  the  following  shall  be  added, 
namely:  copper  in  piffs  and  bars,  lapis  calaminaris, 
unmanufactured  wod.  wood,  and  sulphur. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  firom 
and  i^ter  the  last  day  of  June  next,  m  computiiu( 
the  duty  heretofore  laid  upon  salt,  a  bushel  of  salt 
shall  be  deemed  not  to  exceed  the  weight  of  fifty- 
six  pounds  avoirdupois ;  and  as  often  as  the  actual 
bushel  of  salt  shall  exceed  the  said  weiffht,  such 
salt  shdl  be  charged  in  the  proportion  of  the  pre- 
sent rate  of  duty  per  bushel  for  every  fifty-six 
pounds  of  its  actual  weight. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  itjvriher  enacted.  That,  after 
the  said  last  of  June  next,  there  shall  be  laid.  le- 
vied, and  collected,  in  addition  to  the  present  duty 
thereupon,  a  duty  of  two  and  a  half^per  centum 
ad  valorem,  upon  aU  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dises, not  above  enumerated  or  described,  which, 
if  imported  in  ships  or  vessels  of  the  Unitea  States, 
are  now  chargeable  with  a  duty  of  five  per  cent- 
um ad  valorem. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  That  the 
addition  of  ten  per  centum  made  by  the  second 
section  of  the  '^act  making  forther  provision  foi; 
the  Debts  of  the  United  States^"  to  the  rates  of  du- 
ties on  goods,  wares  and  mercnandise,  imported  in 
ships  or  vessels  not  of  the  United  States,  shall  con- 
tinue in  fuU  force  and  operation,  after  the  said  last 
day  of  June  next,  in  relation  to  the  articles  herein 
beiore  enumerated  and  described. 

Sec  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  aU 
dmwbacks  and  allowances  authorized  by  the  act 
aforesaid,  which  have  not  been  heretofore  abolished 
or  changed,  shall  continue  to  operate,  as  in  the 
said  act  prescribed  in  relation  to  the  several  duties 
which  diall  become  payable  by  virtue  of  this  act; 
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and  that  in  addition  thereto,  there  shall  be  allowed 
and  paidf  upon  provisions  salted  within  the  United 
States,  except  upon  dried  fish,  upon  the  exporta- 
tion thereof  to  any  foreign  port  or  jdace,  as  follows, 
to  wit :  On  pickled  fish,  at  the  rate  of  eight  cents 
per  barrel,  and  on  other  provisions  at  the  rate  of 
nve  cents  per  barrel;  and  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  January  next,  there  shall  be  an  addition  of 
twenty  per  centum  to  the  allowances,  respectively 
granted  to  shins  or  vesseb  employed  in  the  BaniE 
or  other  cod-nsheries.  and  in  the  terms  provided 
by  an  act,  entitled  ^An  act  concerning  certain 
fisheries  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the  regula- 
tion and  government  of  the  fishermen  employed 
therein,"  and  during  the  continuance  of  the  said 
act. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all  du- 
ties, drawbacks,  and  allowances,  which,  by  virtue 
of  tnis  act,  shall  be  payable  or  allowaUe  on  any 
specific  quantity  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
cuse,  shall  be  aeemed  to  apply^  in  proportion,  to 
any  quantity  more  or  less  than  such  specific  quan- 
tity. 

Beg.  8.  And  heit  further  enacted^  That  the  term 
of  credit  for  the  payment  of  duties  on  salt  shall  be 
nine  months,  and  on  all  articles,  die  produce  of 
the  West  Indies,  salt  excepted,  wnere  tne  amount 
of  the  duty  to  be  paid  by  one  person  or  co-part- 
nership shall  exceed  fiflt]^  dollars,  shall  be  four 
months,  and  that  the  duties  on  all  other  articles^ 
except  wines  and  teas,  which  shall  be  importea 
aAer  the  last  day  of  June  next,  shall  be  payable, 
one  half  in  six.  one  Quarter  in  nine,  and  the  other 
quarter  in  twelve  calendar  months,  from  the  time 
of  each  respective  importation. 

Sbc.  9.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  act, 
entitled,  "An  act  to  provide  more  effectually  for 
the  collection  of  duties  imposed  b)r  law  on  ffoods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United 
States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  and  vessels," 
and  as  touching  the  duties  on  distilled  spirits  only, 
the  act  entitled  "  An  act  repealing,  after  the  last 
day  of  June  next,  the  duties  heretofore  laid  upon 
distilled  spirits  imported  from  abroad^  and  laymff 
others  in  their  stead  \  and  also  upon  spirits  distilled 
within  the  United  States,  and  for  appropriating 
the  same,"  shall  extend  to,  and  be  in  fml  force  for 
the  collection  of  the  duties  specified  and  laid  in 
and  by  this  act,  and  generally  for  the  execution 
thereof,  as  fully  and  effectually,  as  if  every  regu- 
lation, restriction,  penalty,  provision,  clause,  mat- 
ter, and  thing  therein  contained,  haa  been  herein 
inserted  and  re-enacted. 

Sec.  10.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  all 
wines  which,  after  the  said  last  day  of  June  next, 
shall  be  imported  into  the  United  states^  shall  be 
landed  under  the  care  of  the  inspector  of  the  port 
where  the  same  shall  be  landed,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose, every  permit  for  landing  any  wines,  which 
shall  be  ffranted  by  a  collector^  shall,  prior  to  such 
landing,  be  produced  to  the  said  inspector  who,  by 
endorsement  thereupon  under  his  hand,  shall  sig- 
nify the  production  thereof  to  him,  ana  the  time 
when,  after  which,  and  not  otherwise,  on  pain  of 
forfeiture,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  land  the  said  wines. 
And  the  said  inspector  shall  make  an  entry  of  all 


such  permits,  and  of  the  contents  thereof^  and  eai^ 
pipe,  butt,  hogshead,  cask,  case,  box,  or  package 
whatsoever,  containing  such  wines,  shall  be  marked 
by  the  officer  under  whose  immediate  inspection 
the  same  shall  be  landed,  in  legible  and  durable 
characters,  with  progressive  numbers,  the  name  of 
the  said  dmcer,  and  ue  quality  or  kind  of  win&  as 
herein  before  enumerated  and  distinguished.  And 
the  said  officer  shall  grant  a  certincate  for  each 
such  pipe,  butt,  hogshead,  cask,  case,  box,  or  pack- 
age, specifying  therein  the  name  or  names  of  the 
importer  or  importers,  the  ship  or  vessel  in  which 
the  same  shall  nave  been  imported,  and  the  num- 
ber thereof^  to  accomi^ny  the  same  wheresoever 
it  shall  be  sent.  And  if  any  pipe,  butt,  hogshead, 
cask,  case,  box,  or  package,  containing  wine,  shall 
be  found  without  such  marks  and  certificates,  the 
saihe  shall  be  liable  to  be  seized,  and  the  want  of 
such  marks  and  certificates  shall  be  presumptiTe 
evidence  that  such  wine  was  unlawfully  imported 
and  landed. 

Sec.  11.  And  heit further  enacted^  That  every 
person  who  shall  have  in  his  or  her  possession 
wines  which  are  intended  for  sale,  in  quantity  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred  and  ^y  gallons,  shall,  pricx 
to  the  said  last  day  of  June  next  make  entry  there- 
of, in  writing,  at  some  office  or  inspection  in  the 
city,  town,  or  county  where  he  or  she  shall  reside, 
specifying  and  describin^f  the  casks,  cases,  boxes, 
and  other  packages  contaming  the  same;  and  the 
kind.s,  quauties,  and  <)uantities  thereof,  and  where 
and  in  whose  possession  they  are ;  and  the  officer 
of  inspection,  at  whose  office  such  entry  may 
be  made,  shall,  as  soon  as  may  be  thereafter,  visit 
and  inspect,  or  cause  to  be  visited  and  inspected, 
the  wines  so  reported:  and  shall  mark,  or  cause 
to  be  marked,  tne  casks,  cases,  boxes,  and  pack- 
ages, containing  the  sam&  with  progressive  num- 
bers, with  the  name  of  the  person  to  whom  the 
same  may  belong,  the  kind  or  kinds  thereof)  and 
the  words  "  Old  Stock,"  and  shall  ffrant  a  certifi- 
cate for  each  cask,  case^  box.  or  package,  contain- 
ing such  wine,  describing  tnerein  the  said  cask, 
case,  box,  or  packa^  and  the  wines  therein  con- 
tained, which  certificate  shall  accompany  the 
same,  wherever  it  may  be  sent.  And  if  any  per- 
son who  may  have  wmes  in  his  or  her  possession 
for  sale,  shall  not,  prior  to  the  said  last  day  of 
June  next,  make  entry  thereof,  as  above  directed, 
he  or  she,  for  such  omission  or  neglect^  shall  for- 
feit and  pay  the  value  of  the  wine  omitted  to  be 
entered,  to  oe  recovered  with  costs  of  suit,  for  the 
benefit  of  any  person  who  shall  give  information 
thereof;  and  the  wines,  so  omitted  to  be  entered, 
shall  be  forfeited. 

Sjbc.  12.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That,  from 
and  after  the'last  day  of  December  next,  no  beer, 
ale,  or  porter,  shall  be  brought  into  the  United 
States,  from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  except  in 
casks  or  vessels,  the  capacity  whereof  shall  not  be 
less  than  forty  gallons,  or  in  packages  containing 
not  less  than  six  dozen  of  bottles,  on  pain  of  for- 
feiture of  the  said  beer,  ale,  or  porter,  and  of  the 
ship  or  vessel,  in  which  the  same  shall  be  brought. 

Sec.  13;  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
several  and  respective  duties,  aforesaid,  except 
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that  meatioiied  in  the  fourth  sectioA  of  this  aot, 
shall  continue  to  be  k vied,  eoUeoted.  and  paid,  un- 
til the  debts  and  purposes,  to  and  tor  which  the 
duties,  hereby  directed  to  cease  after  the  last  dav 
of  June  next  were  i^edged  and  ajppropriated,  ^aII 
have  been  rully  paid  and  satis&ed ;  and  that  so 
much  thereof,  as  may  be  necessary,  shall  be,  and 
are  herebj  jdedged  and  appropriated,  in  the  same 
manner,  m  the  same  purposeai  and  with  the  same 
force  and  effect,  as  those,  whicn  are  hereby  direct- 
ed to  cease  after  the  said  last  day  of  June  next ; 
and  that  so  much  of  the  residue  thereof^  as  may 
be  necessary,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  appropriated 
for  making  good  deficiencies  in  any  funds  which 
mav  have  l^n  designated  for  satisfying  grants 
and  appropriations  heretofore  made. 

Sbo.  14.  And  he  it  Jwrther  enacted,  That  the 
additional  duty  of  two-and-a-half  per  centum  ad 
valorem,  specified  in  the  fourth  section  of  this  act, 
shall  continue  for  the  term  of  two  years,  from  the 
commencement  thereof,  and  no  longer. 

Sbc.  1§.  Asid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
out  of  the  surplus  of  the  duties^  whidi  accrued  to 
the  end  pf  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-one,  and  a  further  sum  of  five  hundred 
and  twenty*4hree  thousand  five  hundred  dollars, 
out  of  the  surplus  of  the  duties  hereby  established 
as  the  same  shall  accrue,  making,  together,  the 
sum  of  six  hundred  and  seventy-three  thouMud 
five  hundred  dollars,  shall  be.  and  are  hereby  ap- 
propriated and  applied,  in  addition  to  any  former 
M^opriation  for  the  Military  Establishment  of 
the  United  States^  towards  carrying  into  execution 
the  act,  entitled  ^^  An  act  for  making  fUrther  and 
more  effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  States.*' 

Sbo.  16.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be  empowered  to 
take  on  loan,  on  account  oi  the  United  States, 
from  the  President,  Directors^  and  Company  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  who  are  hereby  au- 
thorized and  empowered  to  lend  the  same,  or  from 
any  other  body  politic  or  corporate  within  the 
United  States,  or  from  any  other  person  or  persons, 
the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  five 
hundred  and  twenty-three  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars,  to  be  applied  to  the  purpose,  to  and  for 
which  the  same  is  above  appropriated,  and  to  be 
reimbursed  out  of  the  aforesaid  surplus  of  the  du- 
ties by  this  act  imposed,  which  surpluses,  accord- 
ingly^ appropriated  to  the  said  reimbursement: 
Provided,  That  the  rate  of  interest  of  such  loans 
shall  not  exceed  five  per  centum  per  annum,  and 
that  the  principal  thereof  may  be  reimbursed  at 
pleasure  of  the  united  States. 

Sec.  17.  And  beitjiurther  enacted,  That  so 
much  of  the  act.  entitled,  ^'  An  act  to  provide  more 
effectually  for  the  collection  of  duties  imposed  by 
law  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported 
into  the  United  stated  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships 
or  vessels,"  as  hath  rated  the  livre  tournois  of 
France  at  eiffhteen-and-a-half  cents,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  U  enacted  and  declared,  That  if 
the  principal,  in  any  bond  which  shall  be  given  to 


the  United  States,  for  duties  on  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise  imported,  shall  be  insolvent;  or  if 
such  principal  being  aead,  his  or  her  estate  and 
effects,  which  shall  have  come  to  the  hands  of  his 
or  her  executors,  or  administrators,  shall  be  insuf- 
ficient for  the  payment  of  his  or  her  debts;  and  if 
in  either  of  the  said  cases  any  surety  in  the  said 
bond,  or  the  executors  and  administrators  of  such 
surety,  shall  pay  to  the  United  States  the  moneys 
thereupon  due,  such  surety,  his  or  her  executors 
or  administrators  shall  have  and  enjoy  the  like 
advantage,  priority^  and  preference,  K>r  the  reco- 
very and  receipt  or  the  said  moneys  out  of  the  es- 
tate and  effects  of  such  insolvent  or  deceased  prin- 
cipal, as  are  reserved  and  secured  to  the  United 
StateS)  by  the  forty-fourth  section  of  the  act,  enti- 
tled '^An  act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the 
collection  of  duties  imposed  by  law  on  ffoods. 
wares,  and  merchuidise  imported  into  the  Unitea 
States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels,** 
and  shall  and  mav  bring  and  maintain  a  suit  upon 
the  said  bond,  in  law  or  equity,  in  his,  her,  or  their 
own  name  or  names,  for  the  recovery  of  the  moneys 
which  shall  have  been  paid  thereupon.  Anditisjut- 
ther  declared.  That  the  cases  of  insolvency  in  the 
said  forty-fourth  section  mentioned,  shall  be  deemed 
to  extend,  as  well  to  cases  in  which  a  debtor,  not 
having  sufficient  property  to  pay  all  his  or  her 
debts,  shall  have  made  a  voluntary  assignment 
thereof,  for  the  benefit  of  his  or  her  creditors,  or  in 
which  the  estate  and  effects  of  an  absconding,  con- 
cealed, or  absent  debtor,  shall  have  been  attached 
by  process  of  law,  as  to  cases  in  which  an  act  of 
1^1  bankruptcv  shall  have  been  committed. 

Sec.  19.  Ana  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  hereby  is, 
authorized  to  appoint  such  place  within  the  dis- 
trict of  Vermont  to  be  the  port  of  entry  and  deli- 
very within  the  said  district,  as  he  mav  deem  ex- 
pedient, anything  in  the  act,  entitlea  ^An  act 
^ving  effect  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States  with- 
in the  State  of  Vermont,"  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

Approved,  May  2, 1792. 

An  Act  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  Militia  to  ezecnto 
the  Laws  of  the  Union,  to  suppress  insurrections,  and 
repel  inTtsions. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c.  That  whenever  the  United 
States  shall  be  mvaded,  or  be  in  imminent  danger 
of  invasion  from  anv  foreign  nation  or  Indian 
tribe,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  call  forth  such  number  of  the 
militia  of  the  State  or  States  most  convenient  to 
the  place  of  danger  or  scene  of  action  as  he  may 
judge  necessary  to  repel  such  invasion,  and  to 
issue  his  orders  for  that  purpose  to  such  officer  or 
officers  of  the  militia  as  he  shall  think  proper; 
and,  in  case  of  an  insurrection  in  any  State  wiinst 
the  Government  thereofl  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
President  of  the  Unitea  States,  on  application  of 
the  Legislature  of  such  State,  or  of  the  Executivci 
(when  the  Legislature  cannot  be  convened,)  to 
call  forth  such  number  of  the  militia  of  anv  other 
State  or  States  as  may  be  applied  for,  or  as  ne  may 
judge  sufficient  to  suppress  such  insurrection. 
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Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enaeted.  That  when- 
ever the  laws  of  the  United  States  shall  be  op- 
posed, or  the  execution  thereof  obstructed,  in  any 
State,  by  cfombinations  too  powerful  to  be  sup- 
pressed by  the  ordinary  course  of  judicial  proceed- 
ing or  by  the  powers  vested  in  the  marshals  by 
this  act  the  same  being  notified  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States  by  an  Associate  Justice  or 
the  District  Jud^e,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Umted  States  to  call  forth  ike  mili- 
tia of  such  State  to  suppress  such  combinations, 
and  to  cause  the  laws  to  be  duly  executed ;  ana 
if  the  militia  of  a  State  where  such  combinations 
may  happen  shall  refuse,  or  be  insufficient  to  sup- 

Sress  the  same,  it  shadl  be  lawful  for  the  Presi- 
ent,  if  the  Legislature  of  the  United  States  be 
not  in  session,  to  call  forth  and  employ  such  num- 
bers of  the  militia  of  any  other  State  or  States 
most  convenient  thereto  as  may  be  necessary ;  and 
the  use  of  militia  so  to  be  caDed  forth  n^y  be 
continued,  if  necessary,  until  the  exniration  of 
thirty  days  after  the  commencement  or  the  ensu- 
ing session/ 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  when- 
ever it  may  be  necessary,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
President,  to  use  the  military  force  hereby  directed 
to  be  called  forth,  the  President  shall  torthwith, 
and  previous  thereto,  by  proclamation,  command 
such  insurgents  to  disperse^  and  retire  peaceably 
to  their  respective  abodes  within  a  limited  time. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  eruictedj  That  the 
militia  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  shall  receive  the  same  pay  and  allowances 
as  the  troops  of  the  United  States  who  may  be  in 
service  i^t  the  same  time,  or  who  were  last  in  ser- 
vice, and  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  rules  and 
articles  of  war ;  and  tnat  no  officer^  non-commis- 
sioned officer,  or  private  of  the  militia,  shall  be 
compelled  to  serve  more  than  diree  months  in  anv 
one  year,  nor  mcnre  than  in  due  rotation  with 
every  other  able-bodied  man  of  the  same  rank  in 
the  battalion  to  which  he  belongs. 

Sbc  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  every 
officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  or  private  of  the 
militia,  who  shall  fail  to  obey  the  orders  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  any  of  the  cases 
before  recited,  shall  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding 
one  year's  pay  and  not  less  than  one  month's  (Nty, 
to  be  determined  and  adjudged  by  a  court-martial; 
and  such  officer  ^all,  moreover,  be  liable  to  be 
cashiered  bjy  sentence  of  a  court-martial;  and  such 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  shall  be 
liable  to  be  imprisoned  by  a  like  sentence  on  fiedl- 
ure  of  payment  of  the  fines  adjudged  against  them, 
for  the  spBtce  of  one  calendar  month  for  every  five 
dollars  or  such  fine. 

Sbc.  6.  And  be  it  further  emuited.  That  courts- 
martial  for  the  trial  of  militia  shall  be  composed 
of  militia  officers  only. 

Sec. 7.  Andbe it fiirther enacted^  Thatallfines, 
to  be  assessed  as  aforesaid,  shidl  be  certified  by  the 
presiding  officer  of  th6  court-martial  before  whom 
the  same  shall  be  assessed  to  the  marshal  of  the 
district  in  which  the  delinquent  shall  reside^  or  to 
one  of  his  deputies,  and  also  to  the  supervisor  of 
the  revenue  of  the  same  district,  who  shall  record 


the  said  certiftcaDe  in  a  book  to  be  kept  tat  that 
purpose;  the  said  marshal  or  his  d^imty  shall 
forthwith  proceed  to  levy  the  said  finesL  with  cost^ 
by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  ana  ehatteb  itf 
the  delinquent,  which  costs,  and  the  manner  of 
proceeding  wita  respect  to  the  sale  of  the  gooda 
distrained,  shall  be  agreeaUv  to  the  laws  m  tiM 
State  in  which  the  same  shall  be  in  other  cases  of 
distress;  and  where  any  nan-eoiiimissioned  offiocr 
or  private  diall  be  adjudged  to  suffer  inpriioii* 
ment,  there  being  no  goods  or  chattels  to  be  fomul 
whereof  to  levy  the  said  fines^  the  marshal  of  the 
district  or  his  deputy  may  commit  such  delinmKi^ 
to  jail  during  tfce  term  for  which  he  shall  be  so 
adjudged  to  imprisonment,  or  until  the  fine  shall 
be  paid,  in  the  same  nuumer  as  other  perwma  caa- 
defuned  to  fine  and  imprisonment  at  the  smt  of 
the  United  States  may  be  coamiitted. 

Sea  8.  And  be  it  fkrther  enacted,  That  the 
marshals  and  their  deputies  shall  pay  aU  sueh 
fines  by  them  levied  to  the  si^ervisor  of  the  n* 
venue,  in  the  district  in  which  tliev  are  eolleeaed. 
wityn  two  months  afler  ^y  shall  have  received 
the  same,  deducting  tberefVom  five  per  centum  aa 
a  compensation  for  their  trouble;  and  in  case  <^ 
failure,  the  same  shall  be  vecavcnble  br  aetioii  of 
debt  or  information  in  aacy  Court  of  the  United 
States^  of  the  district  in  which  such  fines  shall  be 
levied  having  eogniianfie  thereof^  to  be  soed  for, 
prosecuted  and  recovered,  in  the  name  of  ihe  sih 
pervisor  of  the  district  with  interest  and  eosls. 

Sec.  a  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
marshals  of  the  severu  districts  and  their  dc^Or* 
ties  shall  have  the  same  powers  in  executing  the 
laws  of  Ae  United  States  as  sheriff  and  their 
deputies  in  the  several  States  have  fajr  law,  m 
executing  the  laws  of  their  respective  States. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  ftfkrther  enacted,  That  this 
act  riiaU  continue  and  be  ui  foree  for  and  during 
the  term  of  two  years,  and  from  thence  to  lh« 
end  ei  the  next  session  of  Congress  thereafter^ 
and  no  longer. 

Approv^  May  2, 179S. 

^■^^■^^ 
An  Act  finr  the  relief  of  peisons  impciBoned  fnr  Debt. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  persons  imprisoned  on 
executions  issuing  from  any  Court  of  die  United 
States  for  satisfaction  of  judjnnents  in  any  civil 
actions,  shall  be  entitled  to  luce  privileges  of  the 
yards  or  limits  of  the  respective  jails,  as  persons 
confined  in  such  jails  for  debt  on  judgments  ren- 
dered in  the  Courts  of  the  several  States  ar^  enti- 
tled to,  and  under  the  like  regulations  and  re- 
striction ^ 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  anr 
person  imi)risoned  as  aforesaid  may  have  the  oata 
or  affirmation  hereinafter  expressed  administendd 
to  him  by  any  Judge  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
the  General  or  Supreme  Court  of  Law  of  the 
State  in  which  the  debtor  is  imprisoned,  the  cre- 
ditor, his  agent^  or  attorney,  if  either  live  within, 
one  hundr^  miles  of  the  place  of  imprisoument, 
or  within  the  district  in  which  the  judgment  was 
render^  having  at  least  thirty  days'  previous  no- 
tice, by  a  citation  served  on  mm,  is^ied  by  nnj 
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sscb  Jttd^  to  aroeor  at  the  tiaie  thetda  m«i*  dates,  or  any  of  them,  riudl  deliver  to  the  Secre- 


tiooed  at  the  said  jaU,  if  he  aee  fit.  to  show  cause 
why  the  said  oath  or  afiiff matioQ  should  not  be  so 
administered  \  at  which  time  aad  plaoe,  if  no  suf- 
ficient caiuey  m  the  opinion  of  the  Judffe,  be  shown, 
or  doth  from  examination  appear  to  Uie  contrary, 
he  may,  at  the  request  of  the  debtor,  proceed  to 
administer  to  him  the  fdlowing  oath  or  afilrma- 
tion,  as  the  case  may  be^  viz :  "  You,  -— ^^  -•— ;, 
solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  you  have  not  es- 
tate, real  or  personal,  nor  is  any  to  your  know- 
ledge, holden  in  trust  for  you  to  the  amount  or 
value  of  tw^ty  dollarsj  nor  sufficient  to  pay  the 
debt  for  which  you  are  imprisoned.''  Which  oath 
or  affirmation  being  administered,  the  Judge  shall 
certify  the  same,  under  his  hand,  to  the  prison- 
keeper,  and  shall  fix  a  reasonable  albwance  for  the 
debtor's,  support,  not  exceedinf^  one  dollar  per 
week  \  and,  if  tne  creditor  shul  th^Eeafter^  any 
week  fail  to  (Ornish  the  debtor  with  such  weekly 
support,  by  paying  qr  advancing  the  money  to 
him.  or  to  the  prison-keeper^  for  his  use,  the  debtor 
shall  be  discha^^  £rom  his  inuycieonment,  on  aneh 
judgment,  and  shall  not  be  liable  to  be  imprisoned 
again  for  the  said  d^j  but  the  judgment  shall  re- 
main good  and  sufficient  in  law,  and  may  be  satis* 
fied  out  of  any  estate  which  mav  thm,  or  at  any 
time  afterwards^  belong  to  the  debtor. 

Sbo.  3.  AniheiXfSarQufcms^Mi^  That  if  any 
person  shall  falsely  take  the  oath  or  affirmation 
aforesaid)  such  person  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of 
pei^ttcy,  and  suler  the  paina  and  psnalties  in  that 
case  provided. 

Sec  4.  And  be  Ufiaiher  enacUd,  That  this 
aet  shall  oonjtinue  and  be  in  force  for  the  q^e  of 
one  year  from  the  passing  thereof,  and  from  thence 
to  the  .end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  and  no 
Imiger. 

Approved,  May  6, 1792. 

An  Act  antherisng  the  giant  and  esnveyanee  ci  e«r> 
tain  lands  to  John  CUmm  Qymmm  and  his  asio* 
ciates. 

Be  U  eaaded,  ^  That  die  Pnsidettt  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is^authoriaed  and 
empowered  to  issue  letters  patent  m  the  name  and 
under  the  seal  of  the  United  Slates,  thereby  grant- 
ing and  conveying  to  John  Qeves  Symmes  and 
his  associates^  and  to  their  heirs  and  assigns,  in 
fee  simple,  sash  number  of  acres  of  land  as  the 
paymei^  already  mniAe  by  the  said  John  Cleves 
Bymiaes.  his  agents^  or  aasoeiates,  under  dieir  eonb- 
tsact  of  4e  fifleoith  day  of  October,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-eiffht,  wiU  pay  for,  esti- 
nstiag  the  lands  at  two-thirds  of  a  dollar  peracrtsL 
and  making  the  reservations  specified  in  the  said 
cctttiaet. 

fina  d.  A0id  be  Ufmiker  muuML,  That  the 
PreaideBt  be^  and  he  hendl>y  is,  ffurtbct  authorised 
aad  empt  wmd,  by  letters  patent  as  aforesaid,  to 
gcaat  and  convey  to  the  said  John  Cleves  SyniBiee 
and  hii  ascociatis,  and  to  &ek  heirs  and  assigns, 
in.  lee  sinqde,  one  other  tract  of  coe  hundred  and  six 
thousand  ei^lu  hundred  aad  fif^r-seren  acres,  with 
the  reservati^na as  aforesaid:  Pramdid^  That  the 
said  Joha  Cleves  Symmes^  or  Ins  agents  or  asso* 


tary  of  the  Treasury,  within  six  months,  warrants 
wiuoh  issued  for  Army  bounty  rights  sufficient  for 
that  purpose,  acoordinff  to  the  provision  of  the  re- 
solves or  Congress  of  me  twenty-third  of  July  and 
second  of  October,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-seven^  but,  in  case  so  many  warrants 
should  not  be  dehvered,  then  the  letters  patent  last 
iaforesaid  to  be  given  for  such  number  of  acres  as 
shall  be  in  proportion  to  the  wammts  so  delivered. 
'  Sno.  3.  Ana  be  ttjurther  enacted^  That  die 
President  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and 
'^npo#«Fed,  by  letters  patent  as  aforesaid,  to  grant 
and  convey  unto  the  said  John  Cleves  Symmes 
and  his  associates,  their  heirs,  and  assigns,  m  trust 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  an  Academy  and 
other  Public  Schoob  and  Senunaries  ^  Learning, 
one  coo^^ete  township,  conformably  to  an  order 
of  Congress  of  the  second  of  October,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  made  in 
consequence  of  die  application  of  the  said  John 
Cleves  Symmee,  for  the  purchase  c^  the  tract 
aforesaid. 

Sbo.  4.  Asid  be  Ufisrther  enacted.  That  the  se- 
veral quantities  of  land  to  be  granted  and  con- 
veyed as  aforesaid)  shall  be  included  and  located 
within  such  Mmite  and  lines  of  boundary  as  the 
President  may  ju^tae  expedient  agreeably  to  an 
act  passed  the  twelfth  day  of  April  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  ^*  for  aisoertaining 
the  bounds  of  a  tmct  of  Imd  purchased  by  John 
Cleves  Symmes." 

Approved,  May  5, 1792* 

An  Act  to  aher  die  time  for  the  next  annual  meeting 

of  Congress. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  after  the  a4)ournment 
of  the  present  session,  the  next  annual  meeting  oC 
Congress  shall  be  on  the  first  Monday  in  Noveok* 
ber  next 

Approved,  May  5, 1792. 

An  Aet  Qonoeiwat  die  Bulges  en  agndts  dirtffled  widH 

in  die  United  States. 

Beit  enaested,  f  c,  That,  from  and  after  die  last 
day  of  June  next,  the  presoit  dudes  upon  spirits 
distilled  within  the  United  States,  and  on  st^s, 
shall  c«Ase,  and  that,  in  lieu  thereof,  upon  all  spi- 
rits which)  afker  the  said  day.  shall  be  distilled 
within  the  United  Stales  wholly  or  in  part  from 
molassee,  sugar,  or  odier  foreign  materiak,  there 
shall  be  paid  the  duties  f^lowing:  thatistosav^ 

For  every  gaUon  of  those  spirits  of  the  first 
class  of  proof,  ten  cents;  fbr  every  gallon  of  those 
spirits  or  the  second  ckss  of  proo£  deven  cents  \ 
for  every  gallon  of  thoee  spints  of  the  third  class 
of  proor,  twelve  cents;  for  every  gallon  of  those 
spiwite  of  the  foutfii  olass  of  proof,  fourteen  cents; 
for  every  ^on  ef  thoee  spirits  of  the  fiftii  class 
ofproei;  eighteen  cents;  for  every  gallon  of  those 
spirits  of  the  sixth  class  of  proof,  twenty-five 
ceats.  And  upon  all  spirits  THnch  afler  the  said 
day  shall  be  distilled  within  the  United  States 
from  materiak  of  the  growth  or  produce  of  the 
United  States,  in  any  city,  town,  or  village,  at 
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anv  distillery  at  which  there  shall  be  one  or  more 
stills  which  siDffly  or  together  shall  be  of  the  ca- 
pacity of  four  Eimdred  aallons  or  upwards,  there 
shall  be  paid  the  duties  following:  that  is  to  saj — 
For  every  gallon  of  those  spirits  of  the  nrst 
class  of  prooi^  seven  cents;  for  every  gallon  of 
those  spirits  of  the  second  class  of  pr(K)f,  eight 
cents;  Tor  every  g&Upn  of  those  spirits  of  the 
third  class  of  proo^  nine  cents ;  for  every  eallon 
of  those  spirits  of  the  fourth  class  of  proot,  Seven 
cents ;  for  every  gallon  of  those  spirits  of  the  fifth 
class  of  proof,  thirteen  cents;  for  every  gallon  of 
those  spirits  of  the  sixth  class  of  proof,  eiffhteen 
cents.  And  upon  stills  which  after  the  said  day 
shall  be  employed  in  distilling  spirits  from  mate- 
rials of  the  ^owth  or  produce  of  the  United 
States,  at  any  other  place  than  a  city,  town,  or 
village,  or  at  any  distillery  in  a  city,  town,  or  vil- 
lage at  which  tnere  shall  be  one  or  more  stills, 
which  sinfi;1y,  if  only  one,  or  together,  if  more 
than  one,  snail  be  of  less  capacity  than  four  hun- 
dred gallons,  there  shall  be  paid  the  yearly  duty 
of  fifty-four  cents  for  every  gallon  English  wine 
measure  of  the  capacity  or  content  ofeach  and 
every  such  still,  including  the  head  thereof:  Pro- 
vided^ That  it  shall  be  at  the  option  of  the  pro- 
prietor or  possessor  of  any  such  still,  instead  of 
the  said  yearly  duty,  either  to  pay  seven  cents  for 
every  gallon  of  spirits  by  him  or  her  distilled,  or  to 
pay  at  the  rate  of  ten  cents  per  gallon  of  tne  ca- 
pacity for  each  and  every  month  of  the  employ- 
ment of  any  such  still ;  and  in  case  the  said  pro- 
prietor or  possessor  shall  elect  to  pay  either  the 
said  rate  of  seven  cents  per  gallon,  ot  the  spirits 
by  him  or  her  distilled,  or  the  said  monthly  rate 
of  ten  cents,  according  to  the  capacity  of  his  or 
her  still  or  stills,  he  or  she  at  the  time  of  making 
entry  of  his  or  her  still  or  stills  in  manner  herein- 
after directed,  shall  by  writing  under ,  his  or  her 
hand,  left  at  the  office  of  inspection  where  such 
entry  shall  be  made,  notify  the  said  election,  and 
if  the  same  shall  be  to  pay  the  said  monthly  rate 
oi  ten  cents,  shall  demand  a  license  for  the  term 
of  time,  sjpecifying  the  day  of  commencing  and 
the  day  or  ending,  daring  which  he  or  she  shall 
intend  to  work  his  or  her  still  or  ^ills,  which  li- 
cense shall,  without  delay  or  expense  to  the  said 
{)roprietor  or  possessor,  oe  granted,  and  shall  be 
signed  bj  the  supervisors  of  the  revenue,  and 
countersigned  by  tne  officer  at  whose  office  appli- 
cation for  the  same  shall  have  been  made.  And 
in  the  case  of  an  election,  to  pay  the  said  monthly 
rate  of  ten  cents,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any 
person  by  whom  the  same  shall  have  been  made, 
to  work  nis  or  her  still  or  stills,  at  any  time,  within 
the  year  from  the  date  of  his  or  her  entry  thereof, 
other  than  that  for  which  a  license  shall  have  been 
granted,  unless  he  or  she  shall  have  previously 
obtained  another  license  for  such  further  time, 
which  upon  like  api^cation  shall  and  may  be 
granted  in  like  manner ;  and  if  any  such  person 
shall  work  his  or  her  still  or  stills  contrary  to  the 
direction  or  provision  aforesaid,  he  or  she  snail  for- 
feit and  pay  for  every  such  offence  two  hundn^ 
dollars.  And  in  every  case  in  which  any  propri- 
etor or  possessor  of  a  still  or  stills  subject  to  the 


payment  of  duty  according  to  the  capacity  of  such 
still  or  stiUs,  shall  not  make  election  to  pay  accord- 
ing to  one  or  the  other  of  the  alternatives  aforesaid, 
or  shall  not  duly  comply  therewith,  he  or  she 
shall  be  liable  to  pay,  and  shall  pay,  the  said  yearly 
rate  of  fifty-four  cents  for  every  gallon  of  tne  ca- 
pacity or  capacities  of  his  or  her  still  or  stills. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  Jkrther  enacted,  That  there 
be  in  each  county  comprehended  within  any  dis- 
trict at  least  (me  office  of  inspection^  at  which 
every  person  having  or  keeping  a  stiU  or  stills 
within  such  county  shall,  between  the  last  day  ot 
May  and  the  first  day  of  July  in  each  year,  make 
entry  of  such  still  or  stills,  and  at  wliich  every 
person,  who,  being  a  resident  within  the  county, 
shall  procure  a  still  or  stills,  or  who,  removii^ 
within  a  county^  shall  bring  therein  a  still  or  stills, 
shall,  within  tnirty  days  met  such  procuring  or 
removal  and  before  he  or  she  shall  begin  to  use 
such  StiU  or  stills,  make  entry  thereof.  And  every 
entry,  besides  describing  each  still  and  the  capa- 
city tnereof,  shall  specif  the  place  where,  and  me 
person  in  whose  possession  it  is,  and  the  purpose 
for  which  it  b  mtended,  as  whether  for  sale  or 
use  in  distilling;  and,  in  the  case  of  removaL shall 
specify  the  place  from  "vi^iich  every  such  still  shall 
have  been  brought 

Sec.  3.  And  be  itjurther  enacUd,  That  every 
proprietor  and  possessor  of  a  still  shall  be  jointly 
and  severally  liable  for  the  duty  thereupon;  and 
that  every  owner  of  land  upon  which  any  still  shall 
be  worked  shall  be  liable  for  the  duty  thereup(nL 
unless  the  same  shall  be  worked  by  a  lawftd  and 
bona  fide  tenant  of  the  land  of  an  estate,  not  less 
than  for  the  term  of  one  year,  or  unless  such 
owner  can  make  it  appear  tnat  the  possessor  of, 
or  person  by  whom,  such  still  shall  have  been 
worked,  was,  during  the  whole  time  of  wcvking 
the  same,  a  trespasser  or  intruder  on  his  land. 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  ev^ 
officer  of  inspection  within  whose  survey  any  dis- 
tillery of  geneva  or  sweet  cordials,  subject  to  the 
payment  of  duty  by  the  gallon  of  the  si>irits  dis- 
tilled thereon  may  be,  sludl  forbear  to  visit  or  in- 
spect for  a  space  not  exceeding  two  hours  in  each 
day  such  part  of  the  sud  distillery  as  he  may  be 
required  by  the  prc^ietor,  possessor,  or  manager 
of  such  distillery  to  forbear  to  visit  and  inspect, 
for  which  purpose  it  shall  be  necessary  for  the 
said  proprietor,  possessor,  or  manager  to  give  no- 
tice, m  writing,  to  the  said  officer,  describing  there- 
in particularly  the  part  of  such  distillery  whieh  it 
shall  be  his  desire  that  the  said  officer  may  for* 
bear  to  visit  and  inspect,  and  specifying  the  time 
of  each  day  for  which  such  forbearance  shaU  be 
desired. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  Ufuariher  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  in  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  regulate  as  well  the  marks  to  be  set  Qpon 
the  casksj  vessels,  and  packages,  containing  dis- 
tilled spints,  as  the  forms  of  the  certificates  which 
are  to  accompany  the  same ;  and  that  when  any 
cask  or  vessel  in  which  distilled  spirits  have  been 
contained  shall  have  been  emptieu  of  its  contents, 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  marks  theipupon  to  be 
effiiced  by,  or  in  the  presence  of,  an  mMit  of  in* 
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spection ;  and  if  the  aaid  cask  or  vessel  shall  af- 
terwards be  used  for  patting  therein  other  spirits, 
the  same  may  be  ma»ed  anew. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  instead 
of  a  notice  of  twenty-four  hours,  heretofore  re- 
quired to  be  given,  of  the  intent  to  export  distill- 
ed spirits,  in  order  to  the  benefit  of  the  drawback 
of  the  duties  thereupon,  six  hours  shall  be  suffi- 
cient 

Sec.  7.  And  he  UJuriher  enacted^  That  there 
be  an  abatement  for  leakage  at  the  rate  of  two 
per  cent^  in  every  case  in  which  the  duty  shall 
be  payable  by  the  j;allon  of  the  spirits  distifled,  to 
be  allowed  at  the  distillery  where  such  spirits  shall 
be  made. 

SEa  8.  And  be  Ufiaiker  enacted.  That  the  of- 
ficer of  inspection  within  whose  survey  any  still 
shall  be,  the  duty  whereupon  is  payable  according 
to  the  capacitv  of  the  still,  shall  identify,  by  pro- 
gressive numoers  and  other  proper  marks,  every 
such  still  within  his  survey^,  and  the  duty  there- 
upon shall  operate  as  a  specific  lien  upon  the  said 
still. 

Sec.  0.  And  be  UJurther  enacted^  That  every 
distiller  of,  and  dealer  in^  spirits  who  may  have  in 
his  or  her  possession  distilled  spirits  not  maked  or 
certified,  pursuant  to  the  act  entitled  "An  act  re- 
pealinff,  alter  the  last  day  of  June  next,  the  duties 
neretofore  laid  upon  distilled  spirits  imported  from 
abroad,  and  laying  othen  in  their  stead,  and 
also  upon  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  states, 
and  for  appropriating  the  same,"  shall  prior  to  the 
last  dav  of^  Septeml^r  next,  report  tne  spirits  in 
his  or  her  possession,  in  writing,  at  some  office  of 
inspection,  to  the  end  that  such  spirits  may  be 
marked  and  certified  as  Old  Stock.  And  that,  from 
and  after  the  last  day  of  September  next,  casks 
and  vessels  of  the  capacitv  of  twenty  gallons  and 
upwards,  containing  distilled  spirits^  which  shall 
be  found  in  the  possession  of  any  distiller  or  dealer 
in  spirits,  except  at^  a  distillery  where  the  same 
were  made^  or  m  goinf  from  one  place  to  another, 
without  being  markecT  according  to  law,  or  with- 
out having  a  certificate  from  some  proper  officer, 
shall  be  liable  to  seizure  and  forfeiture ;  and  that 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several  officers  of  in- 
spection, upon  request  of  any  dealer  or  distiller, 
to  take  measures  for  the  marking  of  casks,  ves- 
sels, and  packages  containinff  distilled  spirit^  and 
to  rurnish  such  dealer  or  <ustiller,  free  from  ex- 
penscj  with  certificates  to  accompany  the  same : 
rrofctded^  That  it  shall  not  be  incumbent  upon 
any  such  officer  to  mark  or  certify  anv  cask,  ves- 
sel, or  package  which  ought  to  have  been  before 
marked  or  certified  according  to  any  law  of  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That,  from 
and  after  the  last  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-three,  no  distilled  spirits,  ex- 
cept arrack  and  sweet  cordials,  shall  be  brought 
into  the  United  States  from  any  foreign  port  or 
place,  except  in  casks  or  vesseb  of  the  capacity  of 
ninety  gallons  and  upwards. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  tt  further  enacted.  That  no 
drawback  of  the  duty  on  distilled  spirits  which 
shall  be  exported  after  the  last  day  of  June  next,  | 


shall  be  allowed  upon  any  quantity  te^  than  one 
hundred  ffallons. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  UJurther  enacted.  That,after 
the  kst  day  of  June  next  no  distilled  spirits  shall 
be  brought  into  the  Unitea  States  from  any  foreign 
port  or  place  in  any  cask  or  vessel  which  shall 
have  been  marked  pursuant  to  any  law  of  the 
United  States  concerning  distilled  spirits,  on  pain 
of  forfeiture  of  the  spirits  so  brought,  and  of^  the 
ship  or  vessel  in  which  they  shall  m  brought 

Sbc.  la  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  the 
owner  or  possessor  of  any  still  or  stiUs  shall  neglect 
to  make  entry  thereof^  vnthin  the  time  and  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  the  second  sectjoa  of  this 
act,  such  owner  or  possessor  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  and  if  any 
distilled  spirits,  except  arrack  and  sweet  cordials, 
shall,  after  the  last  day  of  April  next,  be  brou«^t 
into  the  United  States  in  casks  or  vessels  of  less 
capacitv  than  ninetv  gallons^  all  sueh  spirits,  and 
the  casts  and  vessels  contaming  the  same,  shall 
be  subject  to  seizure  and  forfeiture,  and  every 
such  penalty  or  forfeiture  shall  be  one^alf  to  the 
use  of  the  United  States,  and  the  other  half  to 
the  use  of  the  person  who  shall  first  discover  and 
make  known  the  matter  or  thing  whereby  the 
same  shall  have  been  incurred. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted  and  declared, 
That  the  duties  hereby  laid  shall  continue  in  force 
for  the  same  time,  and  are  hereby  pledged  and 
appropriated  to  ana  for  the  same  purposes  as  those 
in  lieu  of  which  they  are  laid,  and  pursuant  to  the 
act  entitled  "An  act  repealing,  after  the  last  day 
of  June  next,  the  duties  heretofore  laid  upon  dis- 
tilled spirits  imported  from  abroad,  ana  laying 
others  m  their  stead,  and  abo  upon  spirits  distilled 
within  the  United  States,  and  for  appropriating 
the  same." 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  to 
make  good  any  deficiency  which  may  happen  in 
consequence  oi  the  reduction  hereby  made  in  the 
rates  of  the  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the 
United  States,  and  on  stills,  so  much  of  the  pro- 
duct of  the  duties  laid  by  the  act  entitled  "An  act 
for  raisin«^  a  further  sum  of  money  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  frontiers,  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned,"  as  may  be  necessary,  shall  be, 
and  is  hereby,  pledged  and  appropriated  to  the 
same  purposes,  to  and  for  which  the  duties  hereby 
reduced  were  pledged  and  appropriated. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be  authorized  to 
make  such  allowances  for  their  respective  services 
to  the  supervisors,  inspectors,  and  other  officers  of 
inspection  as  he  snail  deem  reasonable  and  pro- 
per^ so  as  the  said  allowances,  together  with  the 
moidental  expenses  of  collecting  the  duties  on 
spirits  distilled  vrithin  the  United  States  shall  not 
exceed  seven-and-a-half  per  centum  of  the  total 
product  of  the  duties  on  distilled  spirits  for  the 
period  to  which  the  said  allovrances  shall  relate, 
computing  from  the  time  the  act  entitled  "An  act 
repealing,  after  the  last  da^  of  June  next,  the  du- 
ties heretofore  laid  upon  distilled  spirits  imported 
from  abroadj  and  laymg  others  in  their  stead,  and 
also  upon  spirits  distillra  within  the  United  States, 
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Ibr  appiopdatiiig  the  wuoa^  tock  cffset:  AmdL, 
provided,  cUm),  Tliat  such  allowaaee  skaU  not  ex- 
ceed the  anaoei  amomit  of  eevettty  thoaaand 
doUarS)  oatil  the  «me  shall  be  tether  aeeertftiiied 
by  law. 

Beg.  17.  And  be  it  JurOfr  enacted,  That  the 
aet  entitled  ^An  act  lepealmg,  after  the  last  day 
of  June  next,  the  daties  hncSrabre  laid  apoo  dis- 
tilled spidts  impOTted  from  abroad,  and  laying 
others  in  theii  stead,  and  also  upon  spirits  distiMed 
within  the  United  States,  and  for  appropriating  the 
same,"  shall  extend  to,  and  be  in  nul  fonee  for,  the 
erilection  of  the  sereral  duties  herein  before  men- 
tioned, and  for  the  reeorerv  and  distribution  of 
the  poialties  and  forfeitures  nerein  contakied,  and 
generally  for  the  execution  of  this  act,  as  iiilly 
and  eiSectually  a*  if  every  regulation,  restriction, 
penalty,  proTision,  clause,  matter,  and  thing  there- 
m  contained  were  inserted  in,  and  re-enacted  by, 
this  present  aet,  subject  only  to  the  alterations 
hereby  made. 

Approred,  May  8, 170d. 


An  Act  relatiYe  to  the  compensations  to  eertaln  officers 
employed  in  the  ooBectioB  of  the  duties  of  Impost  and 
Tonnage. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That^  from  and  after  the  last 
day  of  June  next,  in  addition  to  the  fees  and  emo- 
luments which  may  accrue  to  the  officers  emjdoyed 
in  the  collection  or  the  duties  of  impost  and  ton- 
nage, by  the  provisions  already  made,  they  shall 
severally  have,  and  be  entitled  to  the  respective 
allowances  following,  to  wit :  The  surveyors  of 
Newburyport,  Salem,  Saint  Mary's  and  Wilmiog- 
ton,  in  North  CarolinsL  the  yearly  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars,  each;  the  surveyors  of  Beverley, 
North  Kingston,  East  Greenwich,  Warren,  Bris- 
tol, Pawcatuck  Kiver,  Providence,  Patuxet,  New 
Haven,   LeweUensburg,   Alexandria,    Beaufort, 
Hertford,   Winton,  Bennet's  Creek,   Plymouth, 
Windsor^  Skewarkey,  Murfreesboroufh,  Nixon- 
ton,  Indian  Town,  Currituck  Inlet  Fasquotank 
River  Bridge  and  Newbiggen  Creek,  tne  yearly  sum 
of  eighty  dollars  each;  the  surveyor  of  Portsmouth, 
the  yearly  sum  of  sixty  dollars;  the  surveyor  of  Ips- 
wicL  Portland,  Newport    Stonington.  Middle- 
ton.  j3ennuda  Htindred,  Petersburg,  Kichmond, 
ana  Savannah,  the  yearly  sum  of  fifty  dollars,  each ; 
the  surveyors  of  Gloucester,  New  London,  and 
Swansborough,  the  yearly  sum  of  thirty  dollars, 
each ;  the  surveyors  of  Hudson,  Little  fiffg  Har- 
bor, Suffolk,  Smithfield.  Urbanna,  and  Fredericks- 
burg, the  yearly  sum  ot  twenty  dollars,  each ;  the 
collector  of  the  district  of  Wilmington,  in  North 
Carolina,  the  yearly  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars ;  the  collectors  of  the  districts  of  Ports- 
mouth, Gloucester,  Albany,  Annapolis,  Vienna, 
Nottingham,  Yorktown,  Dumfries  and  Louisville, 
the  yearly  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  each ;  the 
collector  of  the  district  of  Fairfield^  the  yearly  sum 
of  eighty  dollars ;  the  collectors  of^  the  distncts  of 
Marmehead,  Plymouth,  Barnstable,   Nantucket, 
New  Bedford,  Difi;htoh^  York,  Biddeford  and  Pep- 
nerelborough,  Baui,  Wiscasset,  Machias,  Newport, 
New  Haven,  Perth  Amboy,  Great  E^g  Harbor, 
Wilmington,  in  Delaware,  Chester,  Cedarpoint, 


Geoigetown,  Hampton,  South  duay,  Washing- 
ton,  flank-bridge  and  Qeoi iietuwn^  in  Sooth  Caro« 
lina,  the  yearly  sum  of  fity  dollars,  each;  the 
naval  officer  of  the  district  of  Portsmouth,  the 
yearly  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars;  the  naval 
officers  of  the  districts  of  Ncwbttryport,  New- 
port, Providence,  Wilmington,  in  Nordi  Caro- 
una,  and  Savannah,  the  yearly  sum  of  flfhf  dol- 
lars, each ;  the  collector  of  the  district  of  Salem 
and  Beverly,  one  fourth  of  one  per  centum  on  the 
amount  of  all  moneys  by  him  received  on  account 
of  the  said  duties;  and  to  the  cdlectors  of  the  dis- 
tricts of  Portsmouth,  Newburyport,  Qloocester, 
Marblehead,  Plymouth,  Nantucket,  Bdgartown, 
New  Bedford,  Dighton,  York,  Biddeford  and  Pep- 
perelborough,  Portland,  Badi.  Wiscasset,  Penoo- 
seot.  Frenchman's  Bay,  Macnias,  Newport,  Pro- 
vidence, New  Haven,  Fairfield,  Perth  Amboy, 
Burlington,  (Sreat  Bgg  Harbor,  WHmington,  m 
Delaware,  Oxford,  Vienna,  Snow  Idl,  Aimapolis, 
Nottingham,  Cedarpoint,  €}eorgetown,  in  BAary- 
land,  lumpton,  Yorktown,  Yeocomico,  Dumfries, 
Foley  Landmg,  Cherrystone,  South  way,  Wil- 
mington, in  N^rth  Carolina,  Newbem,  Warilil^^- 
ton,  Edenton,  Ptank-brickre,  Georgetown,  in  SouA 
Carcdina,  Beaufort,  and  Savannah,  each,  one-^udf 
of  one  per  centum  on  the  amount  of  all  moneys 
by  them  respectively  received  on  account  of  tne 
duties  aforesaid. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  farffier  enacted.  That,  from 
and  after  the  last  day  of  June  next,  the  allowance 
of  three-fourths  of  one  per  c^itum  to  the  collect- 
ors of  the  districts  of  rennsylvvnia  and  the  city 
of  New  York,  on  the  amount  of  all  moneys  by 
them  respectively  received,  on  account  of  the  du- 
ties of  impost  and  tonnage,  shall  cease,  and  instead 
thereof  they  shall,  after  that  time,  be  entitled  to 
one-hau  of  one  per  centum  on  all  such  moneys  by 
them  respectively  received. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from  and 
after  the  last  day  of  June  next,  the  expense  of  fuel, 
office  rent,  and  necessary  stationery,  for  the  col- 
lectors of  the  districts  of  Salem  and  Beverley,  Bos- 
ton and  Charlestown,  the  cities  of  New  York,  Phi- 
ladelfrfiia  and  Charleston,  the  towns  of  Balti- 
more. Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  Aall  be  paid,  three- 
fonrtns  by  the  said  coUectors,  and  the  other  fourth 
by  the  respective  naval  officers  in  those  districts. 
Sec  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  when- 
ever a  collector  shall  die,  the  commissions,  to  which 
he  would  have  been  entitled  on  the  receipt  of  aH 
duties  bonded  by  him,  shall  be  equally  divided 
between  the  le^  representatives  of  such  deceased 
collector  and  his  successor  in  office,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  collect  the  same ;  and  for  tnis  purpose  the 
said  representatives  shall  deliver  over  to  such  suc- 
cessor all  the  public  or  official  books,  papers,  and 
accounts  of  the  said  deceased. 
Approved,  May  8, 1792. 


An  Act  to  continue  in  force  the  act,  entitled  '<  An  act  to 
provide  for  mitigating  or  remitting  the  penalties  and 
forfeitures  accruing  under  the  revenue  laws  in  certain 
cases/'  and  to  make  fturther  provision  for  the  payment 
of  Pensions  to  Invalids. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  act,  entitled  "  An 
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met  to  provide  tat  mhigatiiiff  or  remiltiiiy  tke  fyn" 
i^twes  and  penalties  wtct^mg  under  the  revenw 
laws  in  eertam  cases  therein  mentioiied/'  shall  be, 
and  hereby  is  continued  in  ftill  Ibroe  for  die  term 
of  three  years,  from  dM  passing  of  this  act,  and  no 
loBffer.  Provided,  That  nothing  in  the  said  act 
sfattU  be  construed  to  limit  or  restrain  the  power 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  grant  par- 
dons for  offences  against  the,  United  States. 

Sbc.  a.  And  be  H  fw^er  macted,  That  the 
yearly  pensions  which  hare  beoi  or  may  be,  allow- 
ed by,  orin  pursuance  of,  any  act  or  law  of  the 
United  States,  to  pefsons  who  were  wounded  and 
disabled  in  the  public  service,  shall,  for  the  space 
of  me  year  from  the  fourth  day  of  March  last,  be 
paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  un- 
der such  regulations  as  the  President  of  the  Unit>- 
ed  States  may  direct 

Approved,  May  8, 179S. 

An  Act  sopplsmentiLiy  to  the  Act  for  msking  pcoTision 
for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enatUd,  ^fe^  "Riat  the  term  for  reeeiring 
on  Loan  that  part  c^  the  Domestic  Debt  of  Ae 
United  States,  which  hath  not  been  subscribed 
pwsuaat  to  the  terms  pn^^oeed  in  the  aot  entitled 
''An  act  making  pronsien  for  the  D^t  of  the 
United  States,"  shall  be^and  it  is  hereby  extended 
on  the  same  terms  «s  m  and  by  the  said  act  is 
nrovided,  to  the  first  day  of  March  next;  and 
oaoksL  for  receiving  saen  further  subscriptions 
shall  oe  (^ened  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  and  by  the  Comnussioners  of  Loans  in 
each  oif  the  said  Stales,  <m  the  first  day  of  June 
'UMEt,  which  shall  continue  open  until  the  said  first 
day  of  Maroh  next,  inclusively;  for  which  pur- 
nose,  the  said  Commissiotters,  respectively,  are 
nereliy  invested  with  the  like  powers,  and  re- 
quired to  perform  the  like  duties,  as  in  and  by  ^e 
said  act  is  directed. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  finiker  enacted,  That  such  of 
the  cieditors  of  the  United  States  as  have  not  sub- 
sefibed,  and  shall  not  9ubscribe  to  the  said  Loan, 
•ball  nevertheless  receive  a  rate  per  centum  on  the 
amount  of  so  much  of  their  reflective  demands, 
as  well  for  interest  as  principal,  as,  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  Maidi  shall  be  rensiered  conform- 
ably to  the  direotions  of  the  sail  act,  as  shall  be 
eqmd  to  the  interest  payable  to  the  subscribing 
creditors,  which  shall  bepayaMe  at  the  same  times 
and  places,  and  by  the  same  persons,  as  in  lad  by 
tkB  said  act  is  directed. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  the 
term  for  receiving  upon  Loan  that  part  of  the 
Debts  of  the  respective  States  which  hath  not  been 
subscribed  pursuant  to  the  terms  proposed  in  the 
act  flJoresaid,  shall  be^  and  it  is  hereoy,  enlarged 
on  the  same  terms  as  m  and  bvthe  sain  act  is  pro- 
vided, until  the  first  day  of  Iwch,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  nine^^hree,  inclusively:  fc^ 
whidi  purpose,  books  shim  be  opened  at  the  Ttea- 
sury  of  the  United  States,  and  by  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Loans  in  each  of  the  said  States,  on  the 
first  day  of  June  next,  which  shall  continue  open 
mitil  the  fint  day  of  Marek,  cme  thousand  seven 


hundred  and  niaety^hree  inclusively ;  for 
purposes,  the  said  Commissioners  are  hereby  in- 
vested with  the  like  powers,and  required  to  per- 
form the  like  duties^  as  in  and  by  the  said  act  is 
dir^ted. 

S«;.  4.  Md  be  U/wther  mooted,  That  the 
Cranmis^ner  of  Loans  for  North  Carolina  shall 
not  be  allowed  to  receive  any  certMcate  issued  by 
Patrick  Travers,  Commissioner  of  Cumberland 
oounty,  or  by  the  Commi8si<mer8  of  Army  ac- 
counts at  Warrenton. 

Sbc.  5.  AwL  whereas  the  United  States  are  in- 
debted to  eertam  foreign  officers,  on  account  of  pay 
and  services  during  the  late  war,  the  interest  where- 
of, pursuant  to  thecertificates  granted  to  thesaidoffi- 
cers  by  virtue  of  a  resolution  of  the  United  States 
in  CoQgvess  assembled,  is  payable  at  the  house  of 
— —  •**-—,  grand  banker,  at  Pans*  and  it  is  expe- 
dient to  disduurge  the  same :  Se  i<  Meri!^  enocl^ 
That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  cause  to  be  dis- 
charged tne  principal  and  interest  of  the  said  Debt, 
out  of  any  of  the  moneys  which  have  been,  or 
shall  be  obtained  on  Loan«  in  virtue  of  the  aot 
aforesaid,  and  which  shall  not  be  necessary  ulti- 
mately to  fulfil  the  purposes  for  which  the  said 
moneys  are,  in  and  by  the  said  act,  authorized  to 
be  bonavireiL 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  Senate,  the  Chief  Justice,  the  Se- 
cretary of  State,  the  Secretaty  of  the  Treasury, 
and  the  Attorney  General,  for  the  time  being, 
shall  be  Commissioners  who,  or  any  three  cf 
whom,  are  hereby  authorized,  with  the  approba- 
tion or  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  pur- 
chase the  Debt  of  the  United  States,  at  its  market 
price,  if  not  exceeding  the  par  or  true  value  them- 
es; for  which  murchase,  the  interest  on  so  much 
of  the  Public  Debt  as  has  already  been,  or  may 
hereafter  be,  purchased  for  the  United  States,  or 
as  shall  be  paid  into  the  Treasury,  and  so  much  of 
the  moneys  appropiiated  for  the  payment  of  the 
interest  on  the  Foreign  and  Domestic  Debt  as  shall 
exceed  what  may  be  sufficient  for  the  payment  of 
such  interest  to  the  creditors  of  the  Umted  Stato, 
shall  be,  and  are  hereby  appropriated.  And  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  ^e  said  Commissioners  to 
rcoBtder  to  the  Legislature  within  two  months  9S- 
ter  the  commencement  ot  the  first  session  thereof 
in  every  year,  a  full  and  precise  account  of  all  such 
purchases  made  and  Public  Debt  redeemed  in  pur- 
suance of  this  act. 

Sec.  7.  And.  whereas  it  is  expedient  to  esta- 
blish a  fund  tor  the  gradual  reduction  of  the 
Public  Debt :  Be  it  further  enacUd.  That  the  in- 
terest on  so  much  of  the  Debt  of  the  united  States 
as  has  been  or  shall  be  purchased  or  redeemed  for 
or  by  the  United  States,  or  as  shall  be  paid  hito 
the  Treasury  thereof  in  satisfaction  of  any  debt  or 
demand,  and  the  surplus  of  any  sum  or  sums  ap- 
propriated for  the  payment  of  the  interest  upon 
the  said  Debt,  which  shall  remain  after  paymfir 
such  interest,  shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  appropriated 
and  pledged  firmly  and  inviolably  for  and  to  the 
purchase  and  redemption  ot  the  said  Debt,  to  be 
applied  under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the 


1388 


APPENBIX. 


1S»4 


Acta  (f  Qmgrtm. 


Senate,  the  Chief  Justice,  the  Secretary  of  State, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Attorney 
General,  for  the  time  being,  or  any  three  of  them, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  Unit* 
ed  States,  for  the  time  being,  in  manner  follow- 
ing, that  IS  to  sav:  First,  to  the  purchase  of  the 
seyeral  species  or  stock  constitutmg  the  Debt  of 
the  United  States,  at  their  respeetiye  market 
prices,  not  exceeding  the  V^lt  or  true  value  there- 
of, and,  as  nearly  as  may  be.  in  e^ual  proportions, 
until  the  annual  amount  of  tne  said  funds,  together 
with  any  other  provisions  which  may  be  made  by 
law,  shall  be  equal  to  two  per  centum  of  the  whole 
amount  of  the  outstanding  funded  stock,  bearing 
a  present  interest  of  six  per  centum ;  thenceforth,  se- 
condly, to  the  redemption  of  the  said  last-mentioned 
stock,  according  to  the  right  for  that  purpose  re- 
served to  the  United  States,  until  the  whole  amount 
thereof  shall  have  been  redeemed ;  and  lastly,  af- 
ter such  redemption,  to  the  purchase,  at  its  mar- 
ket price,  of  any  other  stock  consisting  of  the  Debt 
of  the  United  states,  which  may  then  remain  un- 
redeemed ;  and  such  purchase,  as  far  as  the  fund 
shall  at  any  time  extend,  shall  be  made  within 
thirty  days  next  after  each  day  on  which  a  quar- 
terly payment  of  interest  on  the  Debt  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  shall  become  due,  and  shall  be  Buide  by 
a  known  agent,  to  be  named  by  the  said  Cknnmis- 
sioners. 

Sbc.  8.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  all  fu- 
ture purchases  of  Public  Debt  on  account  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  made  at  the  lowest  price 
at  which  the  same  can  be  obtained  by  open  pur- 
chase, or  by  receiving  sealed  proposals,  to  be 
opened  in  the  j^resence  of  the  Commissioners,  or 
persons  authorized  by  them  to  make  purchases, 
and  the  persons  making  such  proposals. 

Sbc.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  quar- 
ter-yearly accounts  of  the  application  of  the  said 
fund  shall  be  rendered  for  settlement,  as  other 
public  accounts,  accompanied  with  returns  of  the 
sums  of  the  said  Debt,  which  shall  have  been  from 
time  to  time  purchased  or  redeemed ;  and  fiill  and 
exact  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  said  Com- 
missioners, including  a  statement  of  the  disburse- 
ments which  shall  have  been  made,  and  of  the 
sums  which  shall  have  been  purchased  or  re- 
deemed under  their  direction,  ana  specifjring  dates, 
prices,  jMirties,  and  jdaces,  shall  be  Uid  before  Con- 
fess within  the  first  fourteen  days  of  each  ses- 
sion which  may  ensue  the  present  during  the  exe- 
cution of  the  said  trust 

Approved,  May  8, 1792. 

An  Act  making  alterations  in  the  Treasmy  and  War 

Departments. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  there  be  an  accountant 
to  the  Department  of  War,  who  shall  be  charged 
with  the  settlement  of  all  accounts  relative  to  the 
jMiy  of  the  Army,  the  subsistence  of  officers,  boun- 
ties to  soldiers,  the  expenses  of  the  recruiting  ser- 
vice, the  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Department ;  and  who  shall  report,  from  time  to 
time,  all  such  settlements  as  shall  have  been  made 
by  him,  for  the  inspection  and  revision  of  the  ac- 


counting officers  of  the  Treasury ;  and  the  said 
accountant  shall  also  be  chamd  with  the  secde- 
ment  of  all  claims  for  perscmu  service  anthoriied 
by  the  act  of  this  Congress,  o[  the  27th  of  Biarch 
last,  and  of  all  military  claims  lodged  in  the  late 
office  of  the  Paymaster  Gtoeral  and  Commia- 
sioner  of  Army  accounts,  which  aie  not  foreclosed 
by  the  acts  of  limitatum  of  the  late  Congress,  and 
he  shall  report,  from  time  to  time,  all  such  settle- 
ments as  have  been  made  by  him.  for  the  inspec- 
tion and  revision  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Trea- 
sury. The  compmisation  o£  the  said  accountant 
shall  be  a  yearly  salary  of  one  thousand  two  hm- 
dred  dollars. 

Sao.  2.  And  be  it  fiartker  enacted,  That  dke 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States  shall  didmrse  all 
such  moneys  as  shall  have  been  previously  ordered 
for  the  use  of  the  Department  of  War,  by  war- 
rants from  the  Treasury;  which  disbursements 
shall  be  made  pursuant  to  warrants  from  the  Se- 
cretary of  War,  countersigned  by  the  accountant 

Sbc.  a  Andbe  it  Juriner enacUd,  That  there 
be  a  Paymaster  to  reside  near  the  headquarters  dT 
the  troG^M  of  the  United  States.  That  it  sfadi  be 
the  duty  of  the  said  Paymaster  to  receive  from 
the  Treasurer  all  the  moneys  which  shall  be  in- 
trusted to  him  for  the  purpose  of  pacing  the  pay, 
the  arrears  of  pay^  subsistence,  or  forage  due  to 
the  troops  of  the  United  States.  That  he  shall 
receive  the  pay  abstracts  of  the  Paymasters  of  the 
several  regiments  or  corps,  and  com^re  the  same 
with  the  returns  or  musternrolls,  which  shall  ac- 
company the  said  pay  abstracts.  That  he  shall 
certify  accurately,  to  the  commanding  officer,  the 
sums  due  to  the  respective  ccwps,  which  shall  have 
been  examined  as  aforesaid^  wno  shall  thereon 
issue  his  warrant  on  the  said  Deputy  Paymaster 
for  the  payment  accordingly.  Tlmt  copies  of  aU 
reports  to  the  commanding  officer,  and  the  war> 
rants  thereon,  shall  be  duly  transmitted  to  the 
office  of  the  accountant  of  the  War  DepartoneniL 
in  order  to  be  there  examined  and  finally  adjustea 
at  the  Treasury.  That  the  said  PaynuMter  shall 
give  bond  in  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  doUara, 
with  two  sufficient  sureties,  for  the  faithful  dis- 
charge of  his  duty,  and  he  shaU  take  an  oath  faiUi- 
fully  to  execute  Uie  duties  oi  his  office.  That  the 
compensation  to  the  said  Paymaster  shall  be  sixty 
dollars  monthly,  with  the  same  rations  aadfonge 
as  a  Blajor. 

Sbo.  I.  And  be  U further  enacted,  That  no  aa- 
signment  of  pay,  made  after  the  first  day  of  Jum. 
next  by  a  non-commissioned  officer  or  prirale, 
shall  be  valid. 

Sbc.  5.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  ThMt  all  por- 
chases  and  contracts  for  supplying  uie  Army  with 
provisions,  clothing,  supines  m  the  Quartmuta- 
ter's  department,  military  stores,  Indian  goods,  and 
aU  other  supplies  or  articles  for  the  use  of  the  De- 
partment or  War,  be  made  by  or  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Treasury  Department 

Sbc  6.  And  be  it  fiaiher  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  direct  the  supei^ 
intendence  of  the  collection  of  the  duties  on  im- 
post and  tonnage  as  he  shall  judge  best  That 
the  present  office  of  assistant  to  .the  Secretary  of 
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the  Treasury  be  aboUaked,  aid  that  instead  tkere- 
of  there  be  an  officer  in  the  Department  of  the 
Treasury,  to  be  denominated  Commissioner  of  the 
Revenue,  who  shall  be  charged  with  superintend- 
ing, under  the  direction  of  the  Head  (nf  the  De- 
partment, the  coUeotion  of  the  other  revenues  of 
the  United  States,  and  shall  execute  such  other 
aerrices,  being  conformable  to  the  constitution  of 
the  Denartment,  as  shall  be  directed  by  the  Secre- 
tary or  the  Treasury.  That  the  compensation  of 
the  said  Commisnoner  shall  be  a  salary  of  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

Sbo.  7.  Asid  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  in  everr 
case  of  an  account  or  claim  not  finally  adjusteo, 
upon  which  the  present  ConptroUer  or  the  Trea- 
sury, as  Auditor,  may  have  decided,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Rerenue^  and  of 
the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  finally  to  adjust  the 
same :  and  in  case  of  disagreement  between  the 
•aid  Commissioner  and  Auditor,  the  decision  of 
the  Attcmiey  General  shall  be  fiwil. 

Sbo.  8.  And  be  it fwiker  enacted^  That,  in  case 
of  the  death,  absence  from  the  Seat  of  QoTein' 
ment,  or  siclmess  of  the  Secretary  ^  State,  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  or  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
War  Department,  or  of  any  officer  of  either  of  the 
said  Departments  whose  appointment  is  not  in  the 
head  thereof,  whereby  they  cannot  perform  the 
duties  of  their  said  respective  offices,  it  shall  be 
lawful  fbr  the  President  of  the  Um'ted  States,  in 
case  he  shall  think  it  necessary^  to  audiodze  any 
nerson  or  person^  at  his  discretion,  to  perform  the 
duties  of  toe  said  respective  offices  until  a  sue- 
oessor  be  appointed  or  until  such  absence  or  in»- 
Inlity  by  sickness  shall  cease. 

Sec.  9.  Ami  be  U  further  enacted  That  the 
forms  of  keeping  and  rendering  all  public  accounts 
whatsoever,  shul  be  prescriMd  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Treasury. 

Sbo.  10.  And  be  U  Jwiher  enacted,  That,  in 
addition  to  the  compensations  allowed  to  the 
Comptroller,  Auditor,  Treastarer,  and  Re^pster  of 
the  Treasury,  by  the  ^  Act  for  establishing  the 
salaries  of  the  Euteoutive  officers  of  Qovemment, 
their  assistants  and  clerks,"  and  to  the  Attorney 
General,  by  the  ^  Act  for  allowing  certain  com- 
ptnsations  to  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  and  other 
Courts,  and  to  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States,''  the  said  i^cers  respectively  shall  be  al- 
lowed the  following  yearly  sums,  via :  the  Comp- 
troller four  hundroa  dollars;  the  Auditor  four 
hundred  dollars ;  the  Treasurer  four  hundred  dol- 
lars; the  Register  five  hundred  dollars;  the  At- 
torney General  four  hundred  dollars. 

Sbc.  U.  And  be  it  fuariher  enacted^  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  authorized  to  have 
two  principal  clerks,  each  of  whom  to  have  a 
salary  of  eight  hundred  dollars  per  annum ;  and 
that  the  salvy  of  the  chief  clerk  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  War  be  at  the  rate  of  ei^^t  hundred  dol- 
lars per  year. 

Sbc.  12.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  the  re- 
striction on  the  clerks  of  the  Department  of  the 
Treasury,  so  fkc  as  respects  the  carrying  on  of  any 
trade  or  business,  other  than  in  the  funds  or  debts 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  State,  or  any  kind 
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of  pubtic  property,  be  abolished,  and  that  such  re- 
striction, so  mr  as  respects  the  funds  or  debts  of 
the.  United  States,  or  of  any  State,  or  any  public 
prq>erty  of  either,  be  extended  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Revenue,  to  the  several  Commis- 
sioners of  Loans,  and  to  all  persons  employed  in 
their  re^ective  offices,  and  to  all  officers  of  the 
United  States  concerned  in  the  collection  or  dis^ 
bursement  of  the  revenues  thereof,  under  the 
penalties  prescribed  in  the  eighth  section  of  the 
act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  establbh  the  Treasury 
Department,'^  and  the  provisions  relative  to  the 
officers  in  the  Treasury  Department,  contained  in 
the  ^Act  to  establish  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads,"  shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  extended  and  ap- 
plied to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue. 
Approved,  May  8, 1792. 

An  Act  making  certain  aiyropriations  therein  qpedfied. 

Be  it  enacted,  #c^  That  there  be  granted  and 
appropriated  the  following  sums  for  the  following 
purposes,  to  wit :  For  the  discharge  of  a  balance 
to  the  Commissioners  appointed  under  the  act  of 
Congress  of  the  fifteenth  of  March,  one  thousand 


Commissioners  for  settling  accounts  between  the 
United  Slates  and  individual  States,  one  hundred 
and  ei^ty-seven  dollars  and  ninety-one  cents ;  fbr 
defraying  the  expense  of  stating  and  printing  cer- 
tain pubHc  accounts,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  thirtieth  of  De- 
cember, one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
one,  eight  hundred  dollars;  for  discharging  the 
accounts  of  officers  of  the  Courts  of  the  iHiited 
States,  jurors,  and  witnesses,  in  aid  of  the  fund 
heretofbre  appropriated,  seventeen  thousand  dol- 
lars ;  for  making  good  deficiencies  in  former  ap- 
propriations, for  defraying  the  expense  of  the 
enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  or  the  United 
States,  four  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-five 
dolltrs  and  fifiy-nine  cents;  fbr  discharging  certain 
accounts  against  the  Treasury  Department,  to  the 
end  of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-one.  including  a  sum  of  six  hundred  dollars 
for  fiumishing  the  supervisors  of  the  revenue  widi 
screw  presses,  seals,  and  other  articles,  one  thou- 
sand nme  hundred  and  fifty-five  dollars  and  sixty- 
one  cents;  for  a  balance  due  to  Lieutenant  John 
Freeman,  of  the  late  Maryland  line,  on  account  of 
subsistence  for  the  years  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ei^ty-two,  and  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-three,  forty-one  dollars  and  seven- 
ty-five cents;  tor  compensation  to  the  clerks  of 
the  acting  Commissionera  of  Army  accounts,  and 
contingencies  of  his  office,  one  thousand  thrae 
hundred  and  twenty-nine  dollars  and  sixteen  centn 
for  additional  compensation  to  the  Doorkeepers  or 
the  House  of  Representatives,  pursuant  to  a  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  the  twenty-fourth  of  March 
last  seven  hundred  dollars ;  for  the  discharge  of 
sucn  demands  against    the  United  States,  not 
otherwise  provided  for,  as  shall  have  been  ascer- 
tained and  admitted  in  due  course  of  settlement  at 
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the  Treasury,  and  which  are  of  a  oatore,  accord* 
ing  to  the  uioge  thereof,  to  reouire  payaieat  in 
q)ecie,  five  thousand  dollars.  Au  which  said  sums, 
amounting  tog^ether  to  thirtv-four  thousand  four 
hundred  and  ninety-ecTen  dollars  and  ninety  cents, 
shall  and  may  be  paid  out  of  the  funds  following, 
any  or  all  of  them,  namely :  the  surplusses  whii^ 
may  remain  of  appropriati4ms  herett^oie  made, 
after  satisfying  the  purposes  of  such  aj^prt^ia- 
lions;  moneys  whicn  haye  been  paid  into  the 
Treasury  in  consequence  of  balances  which  have 
been  found  due  from  individuals,  relating  to  trans- 
actions prior  to  the  present  Qovemmeut  e[  die 
United  States ;  the  surplus,  not  heretofore  appro^ 
prialed,  of  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage, 
which  accrued  to  the  end  of  toe  year  one  thousanil 
aeyen  hundred  and  ninety-one. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it /uriher  enacted^  That  so  much 
of  the  aforesaid  surplus  of  the  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage,  which  accmtd  to  the  end  of  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one^  as 
may  be  necessarjr,  shall  be  and  is  hereby  appro- 
priated, in  addition  to  the  provision  heretoibre 
made,  towards  defraying  the  expenses  which  shall 
have  oeen  incurred  in  me  execution  of  the  act  for 
mising  and  adding  another  regiment  to  the  Blili- 
tary  Establishment  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
BKaking  farther  provision  for  the  protection  of  the 
firontiers,  within  the  limits  of  the  sum  of  three 
hundred  and  twelve  thousand  six  hundred  and 
ev^fy^s^  dollars  and  twenty  cents  thereby  au- 
thorized; and  towards  reimbursing  any  f»ams 
iHliich  may  have  been  borrowed,  or  advances  of 
money  which  may  have  been  obtainod  for  that 
pitfpose. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enadted,  That  a  sum 
of  fifty  thousand  dollars^  in  addition  to  the  provi- 
aion  heretofore  made,  be  appropriated  to  oefiray 
any  expense  which  may  be  incurred  in  relaiioa  to 
the  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
foreign  nations,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  mcmeys 
which  may  he  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated, and  to  be  applied  under  the  direction 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States^  who,  if  ne- 
cessary^ is  authorized  to  borrow  on  the  credit  of 
the  Umted  States  the  said  sum  €^  fifty  thousand 
dollars;  an  account  of  the  expenditure  whiueof, 
as  soon  as  mav  be,  shall  be  kid  before  Gongrtm. 

Al^NTOved,  May  8, 1793. 

An  Act  to  j^oride  fiM*  a  Copper  coinage. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  TkmX  the  Director  of  the 
Jdint,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  be  autheriaed  to  contract  (w  and 
purchase  a  Quantity  of  ^nfyac,  not  exceeding  one 
nundred  and  filty  Ions ;  aM  that  the  said  Director, 
.as  s'^n  as  ihe  needful  peqMrations  shall  be  made, 
cause  the  copper  by  him  purchased  to  be  ooined 
at  the  Mint  mto  cents  and  half  cents,  pursuant  to 
4he  "  Act  establishing  a  Mint  and  regulating  the 
Coins  of  the  United  States;"  and  that  the  said 
Genu  and  half  centfi,as  they  shall  be  coined,  be 
paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  thenee 
to  is^ue  into  circulation. 

Sec.  a.  And  be  itjm^mr  motcted,  That,  after 


die  cxpiiMtion  of  six  calmMJar  nantibs  from  ths 
time  when  thete  shall  have  been  paid  into  tke 
Tieanify  by  the  said  D^edor,  in  eeats  and  half 
cents,  a  sma  not  lees  than  fi^  thooMnd  doUam^ 
widen  time  shall  forthwith  be  announced  by  the 
Treasurer  in  at  lent  two  gaaettcs  or  mewMpen, 
publisaed  at  the  Seat  of  Ue  Oovenment  U  tke 
United  States  for  the  time  being,  no  copper  eoum 
or  pieces  whatsoever,  except  tne  said  cents  mmk 
kuf  cents,  shall  pass  current  as  moaeVjOr  shatt  be 
pan!,  or  ofoed  to  be  paid,  <»  fcoeived  m  payment 
tor  any  debt,  demand,  eiaimj  amtter,  or  tUag 
whatsoever ;  and  all  cc^yer  corns  or  pieee^exeept 
the  said  cents  and  half  cents,  which  shall  be  paid 
or  offered  to  be  paid  or  reccmd  in  pMrmcat  cen- 
trary  to  the  prohibition  aforesaid,  shall  befoifeitei; 
and  every  persanbv  whom  any  of  them  shall  bane 
been  so  paid,  or  odnred  to  be  paid,  or  neeiPBd  in 
payment,  shall  alio  forfiiit  the  sum  of  ten  dottass; 
and  the  said  fbr£utore  and  pemlty  shatt  and  mnf 
be  recovered,  with  costs  of  aait,  for  the  benefit  m 
any  person  or  pflaaona  by  whom  information  of 
the  inemrring  tnereof  ahau  have  beoi  given. 
Approved,  May  6, 17QS. 


An  Aet  ft»r  legakting  proeesM  in  the  Govts  of  As 
Unitfd  StatM^  and  pmviding  coiapwMatinn  6r  the 
offiesrs  of  the  said  Courts  and  ixrjan»i  and 


Be^emaOedyfc,  That  all  writs  and  pmcesane 
issuing  from  the  Supreme  or  a  Circuit  Court,  shnll 
bear  teefe  of  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreoie 
Couit  (or  if  that  oAce  rimll  be  vacant)  of  the  A»^ 
sociate  Justice  next  in  precedence^  and  wSl  writs 
and  processes  issoinff  from  a  Distnet  Court  shaD 
bear  teste  of  the  Judge  of  such  Coort  (or  if  that 
office  shall  be  vacant)  of  the  clerk  thereic^  whiek 
said  writs  and  processes  shall  be  ooder  the  seal  of 
the  Court  ftom  whence  they  issue,  and  signed  by 
the  clerk  thereof.  The  seals  shall  be  provided  at 
the  ocpease  of  the  United  States. 

Sbg.  3.  And  be  it  Jurtker  enacted,  That  tke 
form  of  writs,  execntions,  and  other  process,  ex- 
cept  their  style  and  the  forms  and  modes  of  too- 
ceeding  in  suits,  in  those  of  Common  Law,  ahau  be 
the  same  asarenowneed  in  the  said  Courts respeel- 
iv«ly,  m  puffsoanoe  of  the  aet,  entitled  ^  An  act  to 
regniate  processes  in  the  Conrts  of  the  United 
^hMtwf  In  diese  of  Equity  and  in  thoae  of  Admi- 
ralty and  Maritime  jiuiidiction,  according  to  the 
principles,  rules,  and  usages,  which  beimy  to  Conrts 
of  Bqnity  and  to  Conrts  of  Admiralty  respectively, 
as  contra-distinguished  from  Courts  ofCommnn 
Law;  except  so  ^«s  nmy  have  been  provided  for 

5 r  the  act  to  establish  the  Judicial  Courts  of  tike 
nited  States,  subject,  however,  to  such  altean- 
tions  and  additions  as  the  said  Courts  lespeotivnlT 
shalL  in  their  discretion,  deem  expedient,  or  to  snek 
regulations  as  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  shall  think  proper  from  time  to  time  by  nile 
to  prescribe  to  any  Cirouit  or  District  Court  con- 
cerning the  same :  Provided,  That,  on  judgments 
in  any  of  the  cases  itforesaid,  where  different  kinds 
of  executions  are  issuable  in  suooessioii,  a  capiae 
md  sntiefkewndim  being  one,  the  plaintiff  shaU 
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hare  his  ala^iioii  to  uka  oat  a.capM(«  ad  ^g/ti^for^ 
idcndmm  in  the  fir^t  ioat^nce* 

Sec.  3.  ilfid  be  U  further  emacUd^  That,  from 
4gp4  after  tkepMviiig  of  this  net,  the  |ees  ana  com- 
pensations to  the  several  officers  and  otb^  persons* 
hereinafter  mentioned,  shall  be  as  follows;  that  \s  to 
9ay :  To  the  Marshals  of  the  several  districts  of  the 
Hnited  States,  for  the  service  of  any  writ,  war- 
fl^lt,  attachmeiot,  or  process,  in  Chancery^  on  each 
person  named  in  the  same,  two  dollars ;  for  his 
travel  out  in  serving  each  writ,  warrant  attach- 
meiit,  or  process,  aforesaid,  &ve  cents  per  mile,  to 
be  computed  from  the  place  of  service  to  the  Court 
where  the  writ  or  process  shall  be  returned ;  and 
if  more  persons  than  one  are  named  therein,  the 
travel  shall  be  computed  from  the  Court  to  the 
I^ace  of  service  which  is  most  remote,  adding 
thereto  the  extra  travel  necessarv  to  serve  it  on 
the  other:  Provided,  That  the  fee  tor  travel,  where 
th^re  09  .oiue  p^ivon  Jiaiaed  in  Mtth  wnt,  ^wairaBt, 
littiritiiwnt,  or  proQew,  jhall  ia  no  case  exceed 
seven  dollars;  and  when  there  afe  mow  tba»  one 
the  fee  for  extra  travel  ahsdl  not  exceed  one  fol- 
iar above  seven  dollars  tor  each  person.    For  each 
bail-bond,  fifty  cents ;  for  selling  goods  and  vessels 
condemned,  and  receiving  and  paying  the  money, 
three  ]>er  cent.;  for  every  commitment  or  di3charge 
of  a  prisoner,  fifty  cents ;  for  summoning  witnesses, 
where  he  does  i^  each,  thirty  cents ;  for  summon- 
ing a  grand  or  petit  jury,  each,  three  dollar?  •  Pro- 
viaed,  That  in  those  States  where  jurors,  by  the 
laws  of  the  State,  are  drawn  by  constables  or  other 
officers  of  corporate  towns  or  places  by  lot,  the 
Marshals  shall  receive  for  the  use  of  auch  consta- 
ble or  officers  the  fees  allowed  for  summoningju- 
ries ;  for  attending  the  Supreme,  Circuit,  or  dis- 
trict Courts,  five  dollars  per  day,  and  at  tne  rate  of 
ten  cents  jper  mile  for  his  expienses  apd  time  in 
traveling  from  the  place  of  his  abode  to  either  of 
the  said  Courts;  for  levying  an  execution,  and  for 
all  other  services,  not  herein  enumerated,  such  fees 
or  compensation  as  are  allowed  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  State  where  the  services  shall  be 
rendered.    To  the  clerk  of  the  S.upreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  ten  dollars  per  day  for  his  at- 
tendance ij)  Court,  and  for  his  other  servicjes  in  dis- 
charffinff  the  duties  of  his  office,  double  the  fees  of 
the  clerK  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  that  State  in 
yhich  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
shall  ^  holden.    To  the  clerk  of  the  District  and 
Circuit  Courts  sudi  fees  in  each  State  respective- 
ly as  are  allowed  in  the  Supreme  Courts  of  the 
same;  and  five  dollars  per  day  for  his  attendance 
on  any  Circuit  or  Distnct  Court,  and  at  the  rate 
of  ten  cents  per  mile  for  his  expenses  and  time  in 
traveling  from  the  place  of  bis  abode  to  either  of 
the  said  Courts.    And  in  case  anv  clerk  of  a  Court 
of  the  United  States  shall,  in  discnarging  the  duties 
of  his  office,  perform  any  kind  of  service  which  is 
not  performed  bv  the  clerks  of  the  Courts  of  the 
State,  and  for  wnich  the  laws  of  the  State  make 
no  allowance,  the  Court  in  which  such  service 
shall  be  rendered  may  allow  a  reasonable  compen- 
sation therefor.  To  each  grand  and  petit  juror,  fifty 
cents  per  d^y  for  attending  in  Cpurt,  and  for  tra- 

yeling  at  the  rate  of  five  cents  per  every  mile  fron^ 


their  respective  places  of  abode  to  the  plaee  whesa 
the  Court  is  held,  and  the  like  allpwanoe  for  re;- 
tonuiig.  To  witnasMM  s^mm^ned  ia  any  (^  the 
Courts  of  the  United  States  the  same  oocapensar 
tiona  in  eaoh  ^tate  respectifely  as  are  aUpved  i^ 
the  Supreme  Courts  of  the  sai«e.  To  the  Attof- 
ney  of  the  United  States  for  the  I>isitriQt|  auch  fees 
in  each  State  respectively  as  are  allowed  in  th^ 
Supreme  Courts  of  the  same,  and  also  the  lik^ 
compensatioa  fpr  tcav^li^g  as  }s  above  aUowed  to 
the  clerk  of  the  Disuict  and  Circuit  Couos. 

Sac.  4.  And  be  UJurther  enaeUd,  That  the 
Marshal  shall  have  the  custodv  of  all  vessels  and 
goods  seized  by  any  officer  of  the  revenue,  and 
shall  be  allowed  such  c(Hnpeps»tion  theieior  aa 
the  Court  may  judge  reasonable*  Ai^  there  shall 
be  paid  to  the  Marshal  the  amoimt  of  tb^  expense 
for  fuel,  candles,  and  other  reasonable  oontiiigettr 
cies,  that  may  accrue  in  holding  the  Courts  wuhia 
his  District,  and  providing  the  books  neoessaj^  to 
record  the  proceedings  thereof;  and  such  amoM^tt 
as  also  the  compensations  aforesaidi  to  the  0rao4 
and  petit  jurorsl  to  ihe  witnesaes  eimmPAed  ofi 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  to  the  olerk  of  the 
Supreme  Court  for  his  aUenOMice ;  to  thaclerias 
of  tne  District  and  Circuit  Courts  for  their  travel- 
ing and  auendaofce ;  to  the  Attorney  of  the  Dis- 
trict for  traveling  to  Court ;  to  the  Marshal  for  his 
attendance  at  Court;  for  summoninff  grand  aB4 
petit  jurors  and  witnesses  in  behalf  ofaAy  prisoner 
to  be  tried  for  a  .capital  ofienoe;  (fa  the  niaiate- 
nance  of  prisoners  confined  in  jail  for  a»y  crijpiniil 
ofience^  and  for  the  oommitm«nt  qr  aisehanp  q£ 
such  prisoner,  and  also  the  le^  fees  of  the  CSerk, 
Attomejr,  ana  Marshal,  in  oruoinal  wroaeoutioaa, 
shaU  be  included  in  the  acoount  of  the  Marshal; 
and  t^e  same  haying  been  exaouned  and  certified 
by  the  Court,  or  one  of  the  Judges  of  k,  ia  which 
the  service  shall  have  been  renaered,  shall  be  pass- 
ed in  the  usual  m^ner  at,and  the  amount  thereof 
paid  out  of,  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States^  to 
the  Marshal,  and  by  him  shall  be  paid  over  to  the 
persons  entitled  to  the  samei  and  the  Marshal  shall 
be  allowed  two  and  a-half  per  cent,  on  the  amount 
by  him  so  paid  over,  to  be  charged  in  his  Atture 
account. 

Sso.  5.  Jbid  be  Ujurther  enaeUdj  That,  in  evecy 

Srosecution  for  any  fine  ot  £E>r£eiture  incurred  un- 
er  anv  statutes  oi  the  United  States^  if  Judgment 
is  renwred  against  the  defendant  he  ahaU  he  suh- 
^st  tp  the  payment  of  costs;  and  on  efery  eon- 
viction  for  any  other  offence,  not  capital,  th^  Cooit 
may.  in  their  discretion,  award  that  the  defendant 
shall  pay  the  costs  of  prosecuti^iv  And  if  any  in- 
fooner  oc  plaintill^  on  a  penal  statate,  to  whose 
benefit  the  penalty,  or  any  pajct  thereof^  if  recovered 
is  directed  oy  law  to  accrue,  shall  diseontinue  his 
suit  or  prosecution,  or  sl^  be  nonsuit  in  ihe  same, 
or  if,  upon  trial,  a  verdict  sbidl  pass  for  the  de&ad- 
ant,  the  Court  shall  award  to  the  defendant  his 
costs,  unless  such  infooner  or  [uaintiff  be  an  offi- 
cer of  the  United  Stetes,  speedy  authorized  to 
comopkenoe  such  prosecutipn)  and  the  Court  hefofie 
whom  the  action  or  infoi9iatu>n  shall  be  triec|,ahattf 
at  tbe  triial  m  open  Court,  certify,  upon  racord,  |hat 
^^  yim  r/i|u99aUe  caHse  f(^  ^pipsiffning  the 
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nme,  in  which  ease  no  costs  shall  be  adjudged  to 
the  defendant. 

8fic.  6.  Amd  be  UJurtkerenacUd,  That  the  fees 
and  compensations  to  the  seyenil  officers  and  persons 
herein  before  mentioned,  other  than  those  which 
-are  aboTe  directed  to  be  paid  oat  of  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States,  shall  be  recovered  in  like 
manner  as  the  fees  or  the  officers  of  the  States  re- 
spectiyely  for  like  swices  are  recorered. 

See.  7.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That,  if  any 
officer  herein  before  mentioned,  or  his  deputy,  shall, 
by  reason  or  color  of  his  office,  wilfully  and  cor- 
mptly  demand  and  receire  any  mater  fees  than 
those  allowed  by  this  act.  he  shiQl,  on  conviction 
thereof  in  any  Conrt  of  tne  United  States,  forfeit 
and  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  five  hmidred  dcrflars, 
or  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  six  months,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Court  before  whom  the  convic- 
tion shall  be. 

Sbc.  8.  And  be  UJwiher  enacted,  That  the  act 
passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  cootinne  in  force  for  a  limitea  time,  an  act 
passed  at  the  first  session  of  Congress,  entitled  ^  An 
act  to  regulate  processes  in  the  Courts  of  the 
United  States ;"  and  also  another  act  passed  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  entitled  "An  act  providing 
compensations  for  the  officers  of  the  Judicial  Courts 
of  the  United  States  and  for  jurors  and  witnesses 
and  for  other  purposes,''  be  aiid  the  same  are  here- 
by repealed. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
he  the  duty  of  the  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  forthwith  to  transmit  to  the 
clerks  of  the  several  Circuit  Courts  the  form 
of  a  writ  of  error,  to  be  approved  by  any  two  of 
the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  clerks  of  the  said  Circuit  Courts 
to  issue  writs  of  error  agreeably  to  such  forms. 
as  nearly  as  the  case  may  admit,  under  the  seal 
of  the  said  Circuit  Courts,  retumaHe  to  the 
Supreme  Court,  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  may  issue  such  writs, 
^in  pursuance  or  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  esta- 
blish the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States." 

Sec.  10.  And  be  itjnrther  enacted.  That  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  clerks  or  the  District 
and  Circuit  Courts,  in  the  absence,  or  in  case  of 
the  disability,  of  the  Judges,  to  take  recogniaainces 
of  Sfiecial  bail,  €k  bene  esse,  in  any  action  Spending 
in  either  of  the  said  Courts,  and  also  the  mdavits 
of  all  surveyors  relative  to  their  report  and  to 
administer  oaths  to  all  persons  identifying  papers 
found  on  board  of  vessels  or  ebe^ere,  to  be  used 
on  tnak  in  Admiralty  causes. 

S«c.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  all 
suits  and  actions  in  any  District  Court  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  in  which  it  shall  appear  that  the  Judge 
of  such  (Jourt  is,  any  ways,  concerned  in  interest, 
'  or  has  been  of  counsel,  for  either  party,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  such  Judge,  on  application  of  either 
party,  to  cause  the  fact  to  be  entered  on  the  minutes 
of  the  Court,  and  also  to  order  an  authenticated 
copy  thereof,  with  all  the  proceedings  in  such  suit 
*>  or  action,  to  he  forthwith  certified  to  the  next  Cir- 
cuit Court  of  the  District,  which  Circuit  Court 
shaM,  thereupon,  take  ecfgnizance  thereof,  in  the 


like  manner,  as  if  it  had  been  originally  commenced 
in  that  Court,  and  shall  procera  to  hear  and  de- 
termine the  same  accordingly. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  itfitrther  enaded,  That  all  the 
records  and  proceedings  of  the  Court  of  Appeals 
heretofore  appointed,  previous  to  the  adoption  of 
the  present  Constitution,  ^all  be  deposited  in  the 
office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  tlw 
United  States,  who  is  hereby  authorized  and  di- 
rected to  give  copies  of  all  such  records  and  pro- 
ceedings, to  any  person  requiring  and  paying  for 
the  same,  in  like  manner  as  copies  of  the  re«)rds 
and  other  proceedings  of  the  said  Court  are  by 
law  directed  to  be  ^ven :  which  copies  shall  have 
like  faith  and  credit  as  all  other  proceedings  of  the 
said  Court. 

Approved,  Bfay  8, 1792. 

An  act  mote  efiBotoaDy  to  provida  Ibr  die  Natioiial  Be- 
feaoe,  by  nstibliihiin  att  oniiRBi  IQitia  tivBoglMVt 
tfie  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c  That  each  and  every  free 
able-bodied  white  male  citizen  of  the  respective 
States,  resident  therein,  who  is  or  shall  be  of  the  age 
of  eignteen  years,  and  under  the  age  of  forty-five 
years,  (except  as  hereinafter  excepted)  shall  seve- 
rally, and  respectively,  be  enrolled  in  the  Militia 
by  the  Captain  or  commanding  officer  of  the  cook- 
pany,  within  whose  bounds  such  citizen  shall  re- 
side, and  that  within  twelve  months  after  the 
passing  of  this  act.  And  it  shall  at  all  times  here- 
after be  the  duty  of  every  such  Captain  or  cooi- 
manding  officer  of  a  company,  to  enrol  every  such 
citizen,  as  aforesaid,  and  also  tnose  who  shall,  from 
time  to  time,  arrive  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years, 
or  being  of  the  ace  of  eighteen  years  and  under 
the  age  of  forty-five  years  (except  as  before  ex- 
cepted) shall  come  to  reside  witnin  his  bounds ; 
and  shall  without  delay  notify  such  citizen  of  the 
said  enrolment,  by  a  proper  non-commissioned 
officer  of  the  company,  oy  whom  such  notice  may 
be  prov^  That  every  citizen,  so  enrolled  and 
notified,  shall,  within  six  months  thereafter,  pro- 
vide himself  with  a  good  musket  or  firelock,  a  suf- 
ficient bayonet  and  belt,  two  spare  ffints,  and  a 
knapsack,  a  pouch  with  a  box  tnerein  to  contain 
not  less  than  twenty-four  cartridges,  suited  to  the 
bore  of  his  musket  or  firelock,  each  cartridge  to 
contain  a  proper  quantity  of  powder  and  ball;  or 
with  a  good  rifle,  knapsack,  snot-pouch  and  pow- 
der-horn, twenty  balls  suited  to  the  hore  of  his  rifle, 
and  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  powder ;  and  shall  ap- 
pear, so  armed,  accoutred,  and  provided,  whm 
called  out  to  exercise  or  into  service,  except,  that 
when  called  out  on  company  days  to  exercise  only, 
he  majr  appear  without  a  knapsack.  That  the 
commissioned  officers  shall  sevenuly  be  armed  widi 
a  sword  or  hanger,  and  espontoon ;  and  that,  from 
and  after  five  years  from  the  passing  of  this  act, 
all  muskets  for  arming  the  Militia  as  is  herein  re- 
quired, shall  be  of  bores  sufficient  for  balls  of  the 
eighteenth  part  of  a  pound;  and  every  citizen  so 
enrolled,  and  providii^  himself  with  the  arms,  am- 
munition, and  accoutrements,  required  as  aforesaid, 
shfdl  hola  the  same  exempted  from  all  suits,  di 
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tresset,  executions,  or  adiet  for  debt,  or  for  tke  pay- 
ment of  taxes. 

Sfic.  2.  And  be  it  Jurtker  enacted^  That  the 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States;  uie  officers, 
Judicial  and  fixecutive,  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  f  the  members  of  both  Houses  of 
Congress  and  their  respective  i^&cers ;  all  custom* 
house  officers,  with  their  clerks;  all  pKMt-offieers, 
and  stage-drivers,  who  are  employed  in  the  care 
and  conveyance  of  the  mail  of  the  Post  Office  of 
the  Unitea  States;  all  ferry-men  em|4oyed  at  any 
ferry  on  the  Post  Roads ;  all  inspectors  of  ex* 
ports;  all  pilots;  all  mariners  actually  employed  in 
the  sea-service  of  any  citizen  or  morehai^  within 
the  United  States ;  and  all  persons  who  now  are 
or  may  hereafter  be  exempted  by  the  laws  of  the 
respective  States,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  exempt- 
ed from  Militia  dut]^,  notwithstanding  their  being 
above  the  age  of  eighteen,  and  un&r  the  age  of 
forty-five  years. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  itfuriherenacied,  That,  within 
ODB  year  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  Militia 
of  the  res]>ective  States  shall  be  arrai^;ed  into  di- 
visions, brigades,  regiments,  battalions,  and  com- 
panies, as  the  Legislature  of  each  State  shall  direct; 
and  each  division,  brigade,  and  regiment,  shall  be 
numbered  at  the  formation  thereof;  and  a  record 
made  of  such  numbers  in  the  Adjutant  General's 
office  in  the  State;  and  when  in  the  field,  or  in 
service  in  the  State,  each  division,  brigade,  and 
regiment  shalL  respecdvdy,  take  rank  according 
to  their  numbers,  reckoning  the  first  or  lowest 
number  highest  in  rank.  That  if  the  same  be  con- 
venient, ^ch  brigade  shall  consist  of  four  re- 
E'ments ;  each  regimait  of  two  battalions ;  each 
tttalion  of  five  companies;  each  compjany  of  six- 
ty-four privates.  That  the  said  Militia  shall  be 
dficeredbjr  the  respective  States  as  follows:  To 
each  division,  one  Major  Qeneni  and  two  Aids- 
de-Camp,  with  the  rank  of  Major;  to  each  bri- 
gade, one  Brigadier  G(eneral  with  one  Brigade  In- 
spector, to  serve  also  as  Brigade  Major,  with  the 
rank  of  a  Major;  to  each  regiment,  one  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Commandant ;  and  to  each  battalion^  one 
Major ;  to  each  company,  one  Captain,  one  Lieu- 
tenant, one  Ensign,  four  Sergeants,  four  Corporals, 
one  Drummer,  and  one  Fifer  or  Bugler.  That  there 
shall  be  a  regimental  staff,  to  consist  of  one  Adju- 
tant, and  one  duartermaster,  to  rank  as  Lieute- 
nants ;  one  Paymaster ;  one  Surgeon,  and  one  Sur- 

^on's-Mate;  one  Sergeant-Major;  one  Drum- 

lajor,  and  one  Fife-Major. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  out  of 
theMilitiaenrolled,a8  is  herein  directed,  there  shall 
be  formed  for  each  battalion,  at  least  one  company 
of  grenadiers,  light  infantry,  or  riflemen ;  ana  that 
to  each  division  there  shall  be,  at  least,  one  com- 
pany of  artillery,  and  one  troop  of  horse.  There 
shall  be  to  each  company  of  artillery,  one  Captain, 
two  Lieutenants,  four  Sergeants,  four  Corporals, 
six  Gunners,  six  Bombardiers,  one  Drummer,  ana 
one  Fifer.  The  (^cers  to  be  armed  with  a  sword 
or  hanffer,  a  fusee,  bayonet  and  belt,  with  a  car- 
tridge box  to  contain  twelve  cartridges:  and  each 
private  or  matross  shall  furnish  himself  with  all 
the  equipments  of  a  private  in  the  infantry,  until 
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raroper  ordnance  and  field  artillory  is  pcovided* 
There  shall  be  to  each  troop  of  horse,  one  Cap' 
tain,  two  Limitenants,  one  Cornet,  four  Sergeants^ 
four  Corporals,  one  Sadler,  one  Farrier,  and  one 
Trumpeter.  Tne  commissioned  officers  to  furnish 
themselves  with  ffood  horses  of,  at  least  fourteen 
hands  and  an  half  hiffh,  and  to  be  armed  with  a 
sword  and  pair  of  pistds,  the  holsters  of  which  to  be 
covered  with  bearskin  caps.  Eiach  dragoon  to 
kirnish  himself  with  a  serviceaUe  horse,  at  least 
fourteen  hands  and  an  half  high,  a  gooid  saddle, 
bridle,  mail-pillion,  and  valise,  holsters,  and  a 
breast-plate  and  crupper,  a  pair  of  boots  and  spurs, 
a  pair  of  pistols,  a  sabre^  and  cartridge  box  to  con- 
tam  twelve  cartridges  for  pistols.  That  each  com- 
pany of  artillery  and  troop  of  horse  shall  be  form- 
ed of  volunteers  from  the  origade.  at  the  discretion 
of  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  State,  not  ex- 
ceeding one  company  each  to  a  regiment,  nor  more 
in  number  than  one-eleventh  part  of  the  infantry, 
and  shall  be  uniformly  clothed  in  rmmentals,  .to 
be  furnished  at  their  own  expense;  the  color  and 
fashion  to  be  determined  by  the  Brieadier  com- 
manding the  brigade  to  which  thev  Delong« 

Sfic.  5.  And  be  it  Jurther  enaetm,  That  each 
battaliim  and  regiment  shall  be  provided  with  the 
State  and  regimental  colors  by  the  field  officers, 
and  each  company  with  a  drum  and  fife  or  bugle 
horn,  by  the  commissioned  officers  of  the  company, 
in  such  manner  as  the  Legistature  of  the  respect- 
ive States  shall  direct. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  fiirther  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  an  Adjutant  Cieneral  appointed  in  eadi 
State,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  distribute  all  or- 
ders from  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  State 
to  the  several  corps ;  to  attend  all  DubUc  reviews^ 
when  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  State  shall 
review  the  Militia,  or  any  part  thereof;  to  obey  all 
orders  from  him  relative  to  carrying  into  execu- 
tion and  perfecting  the  system  of  military  discip* 
line  established  by  this  act;  to  furnish  Uank  fof^ns 
of  different  returns  that  may  be  required,  and  to 
exjdain  the  principles  on  wnieh  they  should  be 
made ;  to  receive  trom  the  several  officers  of  the 
different  corps  throu^out  the  State,  returns  of  th^ 
Militia  under  their  command,  reporting  the  actual 
situation  of  their  arms,  accoutrements,  and  ammu- 
nition, their  delinquencies,  and  every  other  thinff 
which  relates  to  the  general  advancement  of  good 
order  and  discipline.  All  which,  the  several  offi- 
cers of  the  divisions,  briffades,  regiments,  and  bat- 
talions, are  hereby  required  to  inake  in  the  usual 
maimer,  so  that  tne  said  Adjutant  General  may,  be 
duly  furnished  therewith.  From  all  which  returns 
he  shall  make  proper  abstracts,  and  lay  the  same 
annually  before  the  Commanaer-in-Chief  of  the 
State. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the  rules 
of  discipline  approved  and  established  by  Con- 

Sess,  in  their  resolution  of  the  twenty-ninth  of 
arch,  1779,  shall  be  the  rules  of  discipline  to  be 
observed  by  the  Militia  throughout  the  United 
States,  except  such  deviations  from  the  said  rulesi 
as  may  be  rendered  necessary  by  the  requisitions 
of  this  act,  or  by  some  other  unavoidable  circum- 
stances.   It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commanding 
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oBecr  «t  erenr  motter,  whether  bf  kitialkm,  regl- 
moit,  er  singw  commay(,  to  cause  the  Militia  td 
he  eatreifled  and  aad  traiaed  ngteeMf  fo  the  said 
ndea  of  diseipltne. 

Bmo.  a  And  be  UJur^ertnaeUd,  that  rileoni- 
■uttioDed  oficen  thaii  take  rank  according  to  the 
iwBe  of  thctr  commisnons;  and  when  two  of  the 
fltne  giade  bear  an  equal  date,  then  their  rank  to 
be  detemined  by  lot,  to  be  drawn  by  them  before 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  brigade,  regiment, 
batmyon,  comnany,  or  detachment. 

010.  9^  And  be  it  Juttker  enaetetL  That  if  any 
mtmm^  whether  oiQIcer  or  wMier,  bmngingto  the 
Ifititia  of  any  BCate,  and  called  ont  into  3ie  ser- 
vice of  the  linked  fiKates,  be  wounded  or  disabled 
wMe  id  acDttal  service,  he  shall  be  taken  care  d 
wad  profided  fbr  at  the  pnblic  expense. 

Bna  10;  AndbeUJkrther  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  dnfr  of  the'Brisade  inq^ector  to  attend  the 
regiMCAtal  and  battahon  meetings  of  the  Militia 
eOBiyosiiig  their  several  brigades,  dnrinff  the  time 
of  their  being  under  arms,  to  inspect  &eir  arms, 
ttomnnitioB.  MidAccontfements;  superintend  their 
exercise  and  manceurres,  and  introduce  the  sys- 
tem of  military  discipline  before  described  dirough- 
out  the  brigade,  agreeably  to  kw,  and  such  orders 
as  they  shall,  from  time  to  time,  receiTc  from  the 
Oommander-iit^Dyef  of  the  9tate ;  to  make  returns 
to  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  State,  at  least  once 
ill  e^erv  year,  of  the  Mflitia  of  the  brigade  fo 
which  ne  belongs,  reporting  therein  the  actual 
•Ituatlott  of  the  arms,  tecoutrements,  and  atacimuni- 
tien  of  the  wveral  corps,  and  every  other  thing 
which,  hi  his  judgment,  may  relate  to  their  go- 
t^ninettt  and  the  ffeneral  advancemeftt  c^good 
tfMler  and  military  discipline ;  and  the  Adjutant 
OenerA^i^ll  make  a  return  of  all  the  Militia  of  the 
fikatejtothe  Oomnumder-in-Chiefof  the  said  State, 
and  k  dtfpUcaie  of  the  same  to  the  President  of  the 
Uirited  States. 

And  whereas  sundry  corps  of  artittery,  cavalry, 
atid  htfantry.  now  existin  several  of  thesaid  States, 
which,  by  the  laws,  customs,  or  usam  thereof, 
have  not  been  incorporated  with  or  subject  to  the 
|*eneral  regulations  of  the  Milida— 

Sfee.  11.  ^  itfitrtker  enacted,  That  suth  corps 
^Main  their  aoeustomied  j^vileges,  subject,  uever- 
IhelesSj  to  all  odier  duties  required  by  this  act^ 
h&  hke  manner  with  the  other  Militia. 

Approved,  May  8, 1T91^. 


Jul  Act  respecthig  the  Goremttient  of  the  TertiCofies  of 
the  Unitied  States  Kordrvrest  and  SouA  of  the  Rirvr 
Ohio. 

B^  it  enactedJfe.,  That  the  laws  of  the  Territo- 
ry Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  that  have  been  or 
hereafter  may  be  enacted  by  the  (Governor  and 
Judges  thereof,  shall  be  printed  under  the  direction 


of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  two  hinA«d  copies 
thereof,  together  with  ten  sets  of  the  laws  of  tie 
United  States,  shril  be  ddivered  to  the  said  Ch>- 
vemor  and  Judce^  to  be  distributed  among  the 
inhabitants,  for  raeir  information;  wmd  that  a  life^ 
number  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  sbaH  be 
delivcfed  to  the  Cbvemor  and  Judges  of  the  Tet- 
rttory  Southwest  of  the  river  Ohio. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it /miher  enacted,  That  ike  Qo^ 
vemor  and  Judges  of  the  Territory  Florthwest  of 
the  river  Ohio  shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  authoriaeJ 
to  repeal  their  laws  bv  them  made,  whensoever 
the  same  may  be  founa  to  be  improper. 

Sbo;3l  AndbeitJkriherenaOed,  Thattheoft^ 
cial  duties  of  the  Secretaries  of  tbs  said  Territonea 
shall  be  under  the  control  of  such  laws,  as  are  or 
may  be  in  force  in  the  said  Territories. ' 

Sbc.4  Ami  6etl>lirMereiiaeiMi,  That  auyoM 
of  the  Supreme  or  Superior  Jn^bes  of  the  saiii 
Territories,  in  the  absence  of  the  other  Judges,  duA 
be  and  hereby  is  atMhorieed  to  hold  a  Court. 

Sic.  6.  And  be  UJ^uiker  enacted.  That  the  8e^ 
creuury  ai  State  provide  proper  seals  for  the  seve^ 
ral  and  respective  publk  offices  in  the  sssd  Teni'^ 
toriea 

See.  6.  And  be  it  fittUker  ennKteA,  That  the 
limitation  act,  passed  by  the  Oovemor  and  Ju^eee 
of  the  said  Territory,  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  De>^ 
eember,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eightf«- 
eight,  be  and  hereby  is  disapproved. 

Sbo.  7.  Aend  be  itjutiker  enaGted^  Tha<  the  ex* 
peoses  incurred  by  John  Cleves  Symmes  ami 
Geoii^  Turner,  two  of  the  Judges  of  the  said  Tsr* 
ritory,  in  sendinff  an  express,  and  in  purchasiBg  a 
boat  to  go  the  Carcuit,  m  die  year  one  thousuid 
seven  hunchred  and  ninety,  shall  be  liquidated  by 
the  officers  of  the  Treasury,  and  paid  out  of  the 
TireastHT*  of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  Mtf  8, 179f  . 

ReedlteA,  f  c,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Trek- 
stiry  cause  to  be  provided,  for  the  use  of  the  seve- 
ral cottectors  in  the  United  States,  printed  clear- 
ances, on  the  back  whereof  shaU  be  a  printed 
account  of  the  methods  which  have  been  found  to 
answer  for  obtaining  fresh,  from  salt  water,  and  of 
constructing  extempore  stnls^  of  such  implements 
as  are  generally  on  board  of  every  vessel,  with  a 
recommendation,  in  all  cases^  wnere  theyshaH 
have  occasion  to  resort  to  this  expedient  for  ob- 
tainiiig  water,  to  publish  the  result  of  their  trial  in 
some  gazette,  on  their  return  to  the  United  State\ 
or  to  communicate  it  for  publication  to  the  office  oT 
the  Secretary  of  State,  in  order  that  others  niayy 
by  their  success,  be  encouraged  to  make  similar 
tnais,  and  be  iKsnefited  by  any  improvement^  or 
new  ideas,  which  may  occur  to  them  in  practice^. 

Approved,  May  8, 1792. 
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PUBLIC  ACTS  OP  THE  SECOND  SESSION  OF  THE  SECOND  CONGRESS. 


Aa  Aet  cooManiiig  the  Bflgbtariogoid  Raooiduig  of 

ah9«orVMMk. 

B^U^naOed^  fc,^  That  MpB  or  vessels  which 
AtJk  here  been  registered  by  Tirtue  of  the  act, 
Mudtled  "Ab  act  for  registering  and  clearing  re»- 
mIs,  regulating  the  coasting-trade,  and  ibr  other 
wu  poses,"  and  those  whicl^  after  the  last  day  dT 
ftfaioh  next,  shall  be  registmd  pursuant  to  this 
act,  and  no  other,  (excq^rt  such  as  shall  be  dnly 
fuali^d  acoording  to  law  for  carrying  on  the 
coasting-trade  and  firiieries,  or  one  of  them,)  shall 
be  denominated  and  deeeied  ships  or  vesseb  cff 
the  United  Slates^  entitled  to  the  benefits  and  pri^ 
vtieges  aMertaitting  to  such  ships  or  resseU: 
ProMed,  That  they  shall  not  continue  to  enjoy 
ik^  mme  biMfer  thMi  they  shall  continue  to  be 
wholly  owned  and  to  be  oommaiided  by  a  citizen 
or  citizens  of  the  said  States. 

Sia  U.  And  be  U  fwiher  enacted^  That  ships 
or  tisssels  built  within  the  United  States,  whether 
before  or  aflter  the  fourth  c^  July,  one  thousand 
seven  hiuidred  and  seventy-six,  and  belonging 
WkoUy  to  a  citizen  or  citizens  thereol^  or  not 
built  within  the  said  States,  but  on  the  sixteenth 
day  of  May,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ei^tyniine,  belonging,  and  thenceforth 
continuing  to  belong,  to  a  citizen  or  citizens  there- 
of, and  ships  or  vesseb  which  may  hereafter  be 
oapyred  in  war  by  such  citizen  or  citizens,  and 
lawfully  condemned  as  prize,  or  which  have  been 
or  may  be  adjudsed  to  be  forfeited  for  a  breach  of 
die  laws  of  the  United  States,  bene  wholly  owned 
by  a  cidaen  or  citizens  thereof,  and  no  other,  may 
be  registered  as  hereinaller  directed:  Fromdei, 
That  no  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  entitled  to  be  so 
ragisiered,  or,  if  registered,  to  the  benefits  thereof, 
if  owned  m  whole  or  in  part  by  any  citizen  of  the 
l^iited  States  who  usually  resides  in  a  foieign 
oountry,  dunn|[  the  continuance  ef  such  re^ence. 
unless  such  citizen  be  in  the  capacity  of  a  Consul 
of  the  United  States,  or  an  agent  for,  und  a  partner 
in,  some  house  of  trade  or  co-partnership,  consist- 
ing of  citizens  of  the  said  States^  actually  carrying 
on  trade  withk  the  said  States:  And  promdea, 
fittOuT^  That  no  ship  or  vessel  built  withm  the 
United  States  prior  to  the  said  sixteenth  day  of 
May,  which  was  not  then  owned  wholly  or  in 
part  by  a  citizeu  or  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  capable  of  being  registered,  by  virtue  of 
any  transfer  to  a  citizen  or  citizens  which  may 
hereafter  be  made,  unless  by  way  of  prize  or  for- 
feiture: /^tlOMied,  mtferihek$$,  That  this  ^all 
not  be  construed  to  nrevemt  the  registering  anew 
of  any  ship  or  vessel  which  vras  before  registered 
pursuant  to  the  act  before  mentioned. 

Sea  9.  And  be  UJkrO^er  enacted^  That  every 
ship  or  vcKsel  hereafber  to  be  registered,  (except 
as  IS  heronaftsr  provided,)  shall  be  registered  by 
the  eoUector  of  the  district  in  which  shall  be  com- 
pteh«ided  the  port  to  whi^  such  ship  or  vessd 


shall  beloi^  at  the  time  of  her  registry,  tdiicit 
port  shall  be  deemed  to  be  that  at  or  nearest  to 
which  the  owner,  if  there  be  but  one,  or,  if  more 
than  one,  the  husband  or  acting  and  managinc 
owner  of  such  ship  or  vessel  usiudly  resides ;  and 
the  name  of  the  said  shk>  or  vessel,  and  of  the 
port  to  which  she  shall  so  belong,  diail  be  painted 
on  her  stem,  on  a  black  groun^  in  white  letters, 
of  not  less  than  three  inches  in  length ;  and  if  any 
ship  or  vessel  of  the  United  States  shall  be  found 
i  without  having  her  name  and  the  name  of  die 
Iport  to  tdiich  she  belongs  painted  in  manner 
aforesaid,  die  owner  or  owners  shall  forfeit  fifty 
dollars,  one-half  to  the  person  giving  the  informal 
tion  thereof,  the  other  half  to  the  use  of  the  United 
States. 

Seo.  4.  And  be  UJurGier  encuted^  That,  in  order 
'  to  the  registry  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  an  oath  or 
affirmation  shall  be  taken  and  subscribed  by  the 
owner,  or  by  one  of  the  owners  thereof,  before  the 
officer  authorized  to  make  such  reffistry,  who  is 
hereby  empowered  to  administer  the  same,  de- 
ckring,  according  to  the  best  of  the  knowledge 
and  belief  of  the  person  so  swearing  or  affirming^ 
the  name  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  her  burden,  the 

^e  where  she  was  buik,  if  built  within  the 
ted  States,  and  the  year  in  which  she  was 
built,  andj  if  built  within  the  United  States  before 
the  said  sixteenth  day  of  May,  one  thousand  seven 
hmidred  and  eighty-une,  that  she  vras  then  owned, 
wholly  or  in  part,  by  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the 
United  States;  and,  if  not  built  within  the  said 
States,  that  she  was,  on  the  said  sixteenth  day  of 
IVbiy,  and  ever  since  hath  continued  to  be,  die  en- 
tire property  of  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United 
States ;  or  that  she  was,  at  some  time  posterior  to 
the  time  when  this  act  shall  take  efiect,  ([specify- 
ing the  said  time,!  captured  in  war  by  a  citizen  or 
citizens  of  the  said  States,  and  lawfully  condemned 
as  prize,  [producing  a  copy  of  the  sentence  of 
condemnation,  authenticated  in  the  usual  formsj 
or  that  she  has  been  adjudged  to  be  forfeited  for  a 
breach  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  [pro- 
ducinsf  a  like  copy  of  the  sentence  whereov  she 
shall  have  been  so  adjudged,]  and  declaring  nis  or 
her  name  and  place  of  abode,  and,  if  he  or  she  be 
the  sole  owner  of  the  said  ship  or  vessel,  that  such 
is  the  case ;  or,  if  there  be  another  owner  or  other 
owners,  that  there  is  or  are  such  other  owner  or 
owners,  snecifying  his,  her,  or  their  name  or 
names,  and  place  or  places  of  abode,  and  that  he, 
she,  or  they,  as  the  case  may  be,  so  swearing  or 
affirming,  is  or  are  citizens  m  the  Umted  States; 
andj  where  an  owner  resides  in  a  fbrei^  country, 
in  tne  capacity  of  a  Consul  of  the  United  States, 
or  as  an  a^nt  fot^  and  a  partner  in,  a  house  or  co- 
partnership, consisting  or  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  ana  actually  carrying  on  trade  within  the 
United  States,  that  such  is  the  case,  and  that  there 
is  no  subject  or  citizen  of  any  foreign  Prince  or 
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State,  directly  or  indirectly,  by  way  of  trust,  con- 
fidence, or  otherwise,  interested  in  such  ship  or 
yessel,  or  in  the  profits  or  issues  thereof,  and  that 
the  master  or  commander  thereof  is  a  citizen, 
naming  the  said  master  or  commander,  and  stating 
the  means  whereby,  or  manner  in  which  he  is  so 
a  citizen ;  and.  in  case  any  of  the  matters  of  fact 
in  the  said  oatn  or  affirmation  alleged,  which  shall 
be  within  the  knowledge  of  the  party  so  swearing 
or  affirming,  shall  not  be  true,  there  shall  be  a  for- 
feiture of  tne  ship  or  yessel,  together  with  her 
tackle,  furniture,  and  apparel,  in  respect  to  which 
the  same  shall  have  been  made,  or  of  the  value 
thereof,  to  be  recovered,  with  costs  of  suit,  of  the 
person  by  whom  such  oath  or  affirmation  shall 
have  been  made :  Provided^  always,  That  if  the 
master  or  {)erson  having  the  charge  or  command 
of  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  within  the  district 
aforesaid  when  application  shall  be  made  for  re- 
gistering the  same,  he  shall  himself  make  oath  or 
affirmation,  imtead  of  the  said  owner,  touching 
his  bein^  a  citizen,  and  the  means  whereby,  or 
manner  m  which,  he  is  so  a  citizen ;  in  wnich 
case,  if  what  the  said  master  or  person  having  the 
said  charge  or  command  shall  so  swear  or  affirm 
shall  not  be  true,  the  forfeiture  aforesaid  shall  not 
be  incurred,  but  ne  shall  himself  forfeit  and  pay, 
by  reason  tnereof,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dol- 
lars :  And  provided  fuTther^  That,  in  the  case  of 
a  ship  or  vessel,  buut  withm  the  United  States 
prior  to  the  sixteenth  day  of  May  aforesaid,  which 
was  not  then  owned  by  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  but  which,  by  virtue  of  a  transfer 
to  such  citizen  or  citizens,  shall  have  been  regis- 
tered pursuant  to  the  act  before  mentioned,  the 
oath  or  affirmation  hereby  required  shall  and  may 
be  varied,  according  to  the  truth  of  the  case,  as 
often  as  it  shall  be  requisite  to  grant  a  new  regis- 
ter for  such  ship  or  vessel. 

Sec.  5.  And  oe  itjvriher  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  every  owner,  resident  within  the 
United  States,  of  any  ship  or  vessel  to  which  a 
certificate  of  registry  may  be  granted  (in  case 
there  be  more  than  one  such  owner)  to  transmit 
to  the  collector  who  may  have  granted  the  same 
a  like  oath  or  affirmation  with  that  hereinbefore 
directed  to  be  taken  and  subscribed  by  the  owner, 
on  whose  application  such  certificate  shall  have 
been  granted,  and  within  ninety  days  after  the 
same  may  have  been  so  granted  \  wnich  oath  or 
affirmation  may,  at  the  option  of  the  party,  be 
taken  and  subscribed,  either  before  the  said  col- 
lector, or  before  the  collector  of  some  other  dis- 
trict, or  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  or  a  District 
Court  of  the  United  States,  or  of  a  Superior  Court 
of  original  jurisdiction  of  some  one  or  the  States ; 
and  if  such  oath  or  affirmation  shall  not  be  taken, 
subscribed,  and  transmitted,  as  is  herein  required, 
the  certificate  of  rejajistry  granted  to  such  ship  or 
vessel  shall  be  forfeit  and  void. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  before 
any  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  registered,  she  shall  be 
measured  by  a  surveyor,  if  there  be  one,  or  by  the 
person  he  shall  appomt.  at  the  port  or  place  where 
the  said  ship  or  vessel  may  be.  and,  if  there  be 
none,  by  such  person  as  the  collector  of  the  dis- 


trict within  which  she  may  be  shall  appoint,  ac- 
cording to  the  rule  prescribed  by  the  lorty-tliini 
section  of  the  act  entitled  "Aii  act  to  provide 
more  efiectually  for  the  collection  of  the  duties 
imposed  by  law  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
imported  into  the  United  States,  and  <mi  the  ton- 
nage of  ships  or  vesseb  f  and  the  (^Bcer  or  person 
by  whom  such  admeasurement  shall  be  made 
shall,  for  the  information  of,  and  as  a  voucher  to, 
the  officer  by  whom  the  registry  is  to  be  made, 
grant  a  certificate,  specifying  the  build  of  sock 
ship  or  vessel,  her  number  of  decks  and  masts,  her 
leitgth,  br^th,  depth,  the  number  of  tons  she 
measure^  and  such  other  particulars  as  are  usuallT 
descriptive  of  the  identity  of  a  ship  or  vessel ;  and 
that  her  name  and  the  place  to  which  she  beloBgs 
are  painted  on  her  stem,  in  manner  required  by  the 
third  section  of  this  act ;  which  certificate  shall 
be  countersigned  by  an  owner,  or  by  the  master 
of  such  ship  or  vessel,  or  by  some  other  penoD 
who  shall  attend  her  admeasurement,  on  behalf 
of  her  owner  or  owners,  in  testimony  of  the  tmtk 
of  the  particulars  therein  contained;  withoat 
which  the  said  certificate  shall  not  be  valid;  but, 
in  all  cases  where  a  ship  or  vessel  has  before  beea 
registered  as.  a  ship  or  vessel  of  the  United  States, 
it  shall  not  be  necessary  to  measure  her  anew  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  another  register,  ezc^ 
such  ship  or  vessel  shiul  have  undergone  some 
alteration,  as  to  her  burden,  subsequent  to  the 
time  of  her  former  registry. 

Sbc.  7.  And  he  it  fwriher  enacted,  That,  pre- 
vious to  the  registry  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  the 
husband  or  acting  and  managing  owner,  togethor 
with  the  master  thereof,  and  one  or  moxt  sureties, 
to  the  satis&ction  of  the  collector  of  the  dbtrict, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  make  such  registry,  shall  be- 
come bound  to  the  United  States,  if  such  ship  or 
vessel  shall  be  of  burden  not  exceedinff  fifty  tons, 
in  the  sum  of  four  hundred  dollars;  if  of  burden 
above  fifty  tons,  and  not  exceeding  one  hundred, 
in  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  dollars;  if  o{  burden, 
above  one  hundred  tonau  and  not  exceeding  two 
hundred,  in  the  sum  of  twelve  hundred  dollars; 
if  of  burden  above  two  hundred  tons,  and  not 
exceeding  three  hundred,  in  the  sum  of  sixteen 
hundred  dollars;  and  if  of  burden  exceedinff  three 
hundred  tons,  in  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars; 
with  condition,  in  each  case,  that  the  certificate 
of  such  registry  shall  be  solely  used  ion  the  ship 
or  vessel  for  wnich  it  is  granted,  and  shall  not  be 
sold,  lent,  or  otherwise  disposed  of^  to  any  perstm 
or  persons  whomsoever;  and  that  in  case  such 
ship  or  vessel  shall  be  lost,  or  taken  by  an  enemy, 
burnt,  or  broken  up,  or  shall  be  otherwise  pre- 
vented from  returning  to  the  port  to  which  she 
may  belong,  the  said  certificate,  if  preserved,  shall 
be  delivered  up  within  eight  days  after  the  arrival 
of  the  master  or  person  having  the  charge  or  comr 
mand  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  within  any  district 
of  the  United  States,  to  the  collector  of  such  dis- 
trict: and  that  if  any  foreigner,  or  any  person  or 
persons,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  toreignn, 
shall  purchase,  or  otherwise  become  entitled  to 
the  whole,  or  any  part  or  share  of,  or  interest  in, 
such  ship  or  vessel,  the  same  being  within  a  dii* 
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triet  of  the  United  States,  the  said  certificate  shall, 
in  such  case,  within  seyen  days  after  such  pur- 
chase, change,  or  transfer  of  property,  be  delivered 
up  to  the  c<nleGtor  of  the  said  district;  and  that  if 
any  such  purchase,  change,  or  transfer  of  proper- 
ty, shall  happen  wnen  such  ship  or  vessel  snail  be 
at  any  forei^  port  or  place,  or  at  sea,  then  the 
said  master,  or  person  having  the  charge  or  com- 
mand thereof,  snail,  within  eifht  da^rs  after  his 
arrival  within  any  district  of  tne  United  States, 
deliver  up  the  said  certificate  to  the  collector  of 
such  distnct;  and  every  such  certificate,  so  deli- 
vered up,  shall  be  forthwith  transmitted  to  the 
Register  of  the  Treasury,  to  be  cancelled,  who,  if 
the  same  shall  have  been  delivered  up  to  a  col- 
lector other  than  of  the  district  in  which  it  was 
granted,  shall  cause  notice  of  such  delivery  to  be 
given  to  the  collector  of  the  said  district. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  in  or- 
der to  the  registry  of  any  ship  or  vessel  which, 
after  the  last  day  of  March  next,  shall  be  built 
within  the  United  States,  it  shall  be  necessary  to 
produce  a  certificate,  under  the  hand  of  the  i»in- 
eipal  or  master-carpenter,  by  whom  or  under 
wnose  direction  the  said  ship  or  vessel  shall  have 
been  built,  testifying  that  she  was  built  by  him, 
or  under  nis  direction,  and  specifying  the  place 
where,  the  time  when^  and  the  pers<m  or  persons 
for  whom,  and  describing  her  Duild,  number  of 
decks  and  masts,  length,  breadth,  depth,  tonnaffe, 
and  such  other  circumstuices  as  are  usually  ae- 
scriptive  of  the  identity  of  a  ship  or  vessel;  which 
certificate  shall  be  sufficient  to  authorize  the  re- 
moval of  a  new  vessel  from  the  distnct  where 
she  may  be  built  to  another  district,  in  the  same 
or  an  adjoining  State,  where  the  owner  or  owners 
actually  reside,  provided  it  be  with  ballast  only. 

Sbo.  9.  And  be  U  /urther  enacted,  That  the 
several  matters  herein  before  required  having 
been  complied  with,  in  order  to  the  renstering  of 
any  ship  or  vessel,  the  collector  of  the  district 
comiffehendinff  the  port  to  which  she  shall  be- 
long, shall  mtie  and  keep,  in  some  proper  book, 
a  record  or  registry  thereof^  and  shall  grant  an 
abstract  or  certificate  of  such  record  or  registry, 
as  nearly  as  may  be,  in  the  form  following: 

^  In  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  Congress  of  the 
Unitea  States  of  America,  entided  'An  act  con- 
cerning the  ref^ering  and  recording  of  ships  or 
vessels,'  [inserting  here  the  name,  occupation,  and 
place  of  abode  of  the  person  by  whom  the  oath 
or  affirmation  aforesaid  shdl  nave  been  made,] 
having  taken  or  subscribed  the  oath  (or  affirm- 
ation) required  by  the  said  act,  and  having  sworn 
(or  affirmed)  that  he  (or  she,  and  if  more  than 
(me  owner,  adding  the  words  '^  together  with,"  and 
the  name  or  names,  occupation  or  occupations, 
idace  or  traces  of  abode,  of  the  other  owner  or 
owners)  is  (or  are^  the  only  owner  (or  owners)  of 
the  ship  or  vessel  called  the  [inserting  here  her 
name]  of  [inserting  here  the  port  to  which  she 
may  belong]  whereof  [inserting  here  the  name  of 
the  masterj  is  at  jHresent  master,  and  is  a  citizen 
d  the  United  States,  and  that  the  said  nhip  or 
vessel  was  ^inserting  nere  when  and  where  built] 
and  [insertmg  here  the  name  and  office,  if  any,  of 


the  person  by  whom  she  shall  have  been  surveyed 
or  admeasured^  having  certified  that  the  said  ship 
or  vessel  has  [inserting  here  the  number  of  decks] 
and  [inserting  here  the  number  of  masts]  and  that 
her  length  la  [inserting  here  the  number  of  feet] 
her  breadth  [inserting  here  the  number  of  feetj 
her  depth  [inserting  here  the  number  of  feet]  and 
that  she  measures  [inserting  here  her  number  of 
tons]  that  she  is  [describing  here  the  particular 
kina  of  vesseL  whether  ship,  brigautine,  snow, 
schooner,  sloop,  or  whatever  else,  together  with 
her  build,  and  specifying  whether  she  has  any,  or 
no  gallery  or  head]  and  the  said  [naming  the  own- 
er^ or  the  master,  or  other  person  acting  in  behalf 
of  the  owner  or  owners,  by  whom  the  certificate 
of  admeasurement  shall  have  been  countersigned 
as  aforesaid]  having  agreed  to  the  description  and 
admeasurement  above  specified,  and  sufficient  se- 
curity having  been  given,  according  to  the  said 
act,  the  said  ship  or  vessel  has  been  duly  regis- 
tered at  the  port  of  [naming  the  port  where  regis- 
tered.] Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  at  [naming 
the  said  port]  this  [inserting  the  particular  davj 
day.  of  [naming  the  month]  in  the  year  [specify- 
ing the  number  of  the  year  in  words  at  length:"] 
Provided,  That  if  ^e  master  or  person  having  the 
charge  or  command  of  such  ship  or  vessel  snail, 
himself,  have  made  oath  or  affirmation  touching 
his  being  a  citizen,  the  wording  of  the  said  certi- 
ficate shall  be  varied  so  as  to  oe  conformable  to 
the  truth  of  llie  case:  And  provided,  That  where 
a  new  certificate  of  registry  is  granted,  in  consts- 
quence  oC  any  transfer  of  a  ship  or  vessel,  the 
words  shall  be  so  varied  as  to  reier  to  the  former 
certificate  of  registry,  for  her  admeasurement. 

Sec  10.  And  be  itjwiher  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
cause  to  be  prepared  and  transmitted,  from  time 
to  time^  to  the  collectors  of  the  several  districts, 
a  sufficient  number  of  forms  of  the  said  certifi- 
cates of  registry,  attested  under  the  seal  of  the 
Treasury  and  the  hand  of  the  Regbter  thereof, 
with  proper  blanks,  to  be  filled  by  the  said  collect- 
ors, respectively,  by  whom  also  the  said  certifi- 
cates* shall  be  signed  and  sealed  before  they  shall 
be  issued;  and  where  there  is  a  naval  officer  at 
any  port,  they  shall  be  countersigned  by  him; 
and  where  there  is  a  surveyor,  but  no  naval  offi* 
cer,  they  shall  be  countersi^ed  by  him;  and  a 
copy  of  each  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  said  Re- 
gbter, who  shall  cause  a  record  to  be  kept  of  the 


same. 


Sbo.  11.  And  be  itfitrther  enacted.  That  where 
any  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States  shaU 
purchase,  or  become  owner  or  owners  of  any  ship 
or  vessel  entitled  to  be  registered  by  virtue  of  this 
act,  such  ship  or  vessel,  being  within  any  district 
other  than  the  one  in  which  he  or  they  usually 
reside,  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  entitled  to  be 
registered  by  the  collector  of  the  district  where 
such  ^ip  or  vessel  may  be  at  the  time  of  his  or 
their  becoming  owner  or  owners  thereof^  upon  his 
or  their  complying  with  the  provisions  nerein  be- 
fore prescribed,  in  order  to  the  re^btry  of  ships  or 
vessels:  And  tne  oath  or  affirmation  which  is  re- 
quired to  be  takea  may,  at  the  option  of  such  own- 
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or  m  owDen,  be  teken  either  before  the  collector 
of  the  district  comprdiendiBg  the  port  to  which 
neh  ship  or  Teasel  may  belong,  or  oefore  the  col- 
lector (»  the  district  wi^in  which  soch  iMp  or 
Tessel  may  be,  eidier  of  whom  is  hereby  empow- 
ered to  admimster  the  same:  Pftmied  neverthe- 
to#,  That  whenever  such  ship  or  ressel  sliaH  ar- 
rive within  the  district  comprehendili^  the  port 
to  wtuch  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  belong,  the  cer- 
tificate at  registry,  which  shall  have  b^  obtain- 
ed as  albresaid,  raall  be  delivered  up  to  the  col- 
lector of  such  district,  whe^  upon  &e  reqaisites  of 
tys  act  in  order  to  the  registry  of  ships  or  vessds 
being  oemi^ied  with,  shall  grant  a  new  one  in 
lien  of  the  fint;  and  the  cenificate  so  ddivered 
up  shall  forthwith  be  returned  by  the  coUeetor 
who  shall  receive  the  same,  to  the  coUector  who 
riiall  have  mnted  it:  and  if  the  said  first  men- 
tioned certificate  of  registry  shall  not  be  delivered 
vp  as  above  directed  the  owner  or  owners,  and 
me  master  of  such  snip  or  vessd,  at  the  time  of 
her  said  arrival  within  die  district  comprehending 
the  port  to  which  snch  slup  or  vessel  may  bdong. 
shall,  severally,  forfeit  the  sum  of  one  bondr^ 
dollars,  to  be  recovered  with  costs  of  suit;  and 
the  said  eerdficate  of  registry  riiall  be  thenceforth 
void.  And  in  case  any  of  die  matters  of  f^t  in 
the  said  oath  or  affirmation  alleged,  which  riiall 
be  withm  the  knowledge  of  the  party  so  swearing 
or  affirming.  shaH  not  he  true,  there  shall  be  a  for- 
feiture of  tne  ship  or  Vessel,  together  with  her 
tackle,  fomitnre.  and  apparel,  in  req[)ect  to  which 
the  same  shatt  have  basn  made,  or  of  tiie  vtllue 
thereof,  to  be  recovered,  widi  costs  of  suit,  of  Ae 
person  by  whom  such  oath  or  affirmadon  shsJl 
have  been  made:  Frovided^  ahMffe,  That  if  the 
master  or  person  having  the  chai^  or  command 
ci  such  ship  or  vessel,  shall  be  wimin  the  district 
aforesaid  when  application  riiall  be  made  for  re- 
gisteribg  the  suae,  he  shall,  himself,  make  oath 
6t  affirmation,  instead  of  the  said  owner,  touching 
his  bein^  a  <^tiflen,  and  die  means  wnereby,  or 
loanner  m  which,  he  is  so  a  citizen;  in  wnich 
CMC,  if  what  the  sud  master  or  person  havinffthe 
said  charffe  or  command  shall  so  swear  or  affirm 
shall  HfOt  be  true,  the  fod^siture  aforesaid  shall  not 
be  incurred,  but  he  shaM,  himself,  forfeit  and  pay, 
by  reaaim  thereof,  the  sam  of  one  thousand  dci- 

Sbo.  is.  And  be  itfisr^her  enaOed^  That  when 
any  ship  or  vessel,  endtkd  to  be  registered,  pursu- 
ant to  this  act,  shall  be  purchased  l>y  an  a^jent  or 
attorney  for^  or  on  aecoutirt  of  a  citisen  or  citisens 
at  the  United  States,  such  ship  or  vessel,  beiuff  in 
a  district  of  the  United  States  more  than  fifty 
miles  distant,  taking  the  nearest  nsmal  route  by 
knd,  from  tne  one  comprdiending  die  port  to 
which,  by  virtue  of  such  purchase,  and  bv  force 
of  this  act,  such  ship  or  vessel  ought  to  be  deemed 
to  belonr,  it  shaU  be  lawM  for  the  coUeetor  of 
the  district,  where  such  dbip  ^  vessel  may  be,  and 
he  is  hereby  required,  upon  the  applicadon  of  such 
ttent  or  attorney,  to  proceed  to  the  regkteroig  of 
l£e  said  ship  or  vesseL  the  said  agent  or  attorney 
first  complying,  on  behalf,  and  in  the  steiui  of,  the 
oimeror  ownen  diereo^  widi  the  i^quisites  pre^ 


scribed  by  this  act  iu  order  to  \he  regis^  of  sliips 
or  vessels,  except,  diat  in  the  oath  or  aArmatica, 
which  dndi  be  taken  by  the  said  agoit  or  aCKw^ 
ney,  instead  of  swearii^  or  affirming  that  be  mi 
owner,  or  an  owner  of  such  slup  or  vcssd,  he  sfaatt 
swear  or  affirm  that  be  is  agent  or  attorney  for  dw 
owner  or  owners  thereof,  imd  that  he  hath  bmtm 
Jide  purchased  the  said  ship  or  vessel  for  the  per^ 
son  or  persons  whom  he  shall  name  and  desert* 
as  the  owner  or  owners  thereof:  Frtmdedj  nemr^ 
OkdeM,  That  whenever  such  ship  or  vessel  shafl 
arrive  witMn  the  district  eomprehendifig  the  poft 
to  which  such  ship  or  vessel  skafl  belong,  the  eer* 
tificate  of  registry,  which  shall  have  been  oUtamtA 
as  aforesaid,  shaft  be  deHvered  up  to  the  ceUeclor 
of  such  district,  who,  upon  the  requisites  of  tkim 
set,  in  order  to  the  regisby  of  ships  or  vessels,  h»^ 
ing  corniced  with,  shall  grant  a  new  one,  in  liett 
of  the  mst;  and  the  certtfcate.  so  deMvered  up^ 
shall  forthwith  be  returned  by  the  eolleetor,  wh^ 
shall  transmit  the  same  to  the  colieclor  who  ahafi 
have  granted  it  And  if  the  said  first  mentiooe4 
certificate  of  remtry  shall  not  be  delivered  i^  tm 
above  directed,  the  owner  or  owners,  and  themaeier 
of  such  ship  or  vessel,  at  the  time  ai  her  said  aiv^ 
val  within  the  district  comprehendiBg  the  port  t» 
vrhich  she  may  bekog,  shall,  severally,  forfeit  the 
sum  of  oae  hundred  £>ttMrs,  to  be  recovered,  with 
costs  0(  suit,  and  the  said  certificate  of  registry 
shall  be  thenceforth  void.  And  in  case  any  of  tlm 
matters  of  fact  in  the  smd  oath  or  affirmatioa  w^ 
leged,  which  shall  be  wi^a  the  knowledge  of  the 
party  so  swearmg  or  affirming,  shaU  not  be  true, 
there  shaU  be  a  forfoiture  of  the  ship  or  vess^ 
together  widi  her  tackle,  furniture,  amd  i^fwrel, 
in  respect  to  which  the  same  ^all  have  been 
made,  or  of  the  value  thereof,  to  be  recovered, 
with  costs  ci  suit,  of  the  person  by  whom  Mich 
oalh  or  affirmation  shaU  have  be^i  made :  Fro»^ 
vided,  oAaoy*,  That  tf  die  master,  or  person  htf^ 
ing  the  chi^ge  or  command  of  sucn  ship  or  vesse^ 
smU  be  witfin  the  district  aforenid,  inien  «ppli" 
cadon  shall  be  made  for  registering  the  same,  he 
shall  himself  make  oath  or  aflhmadon.  instead  of 
the  said  agent  or  attorney,  touching  nis  bdng  • 
citizen,  aiM  the  means  wnereby^  or  maimer  ift 
which,  he  is  so  a  citizen ;  in  which  case^  if  wtiat 
die  said  master,  or  person  having  the  said  charge 
or  comnumd,  shall  so  swear  or  affirm,  shall  not  be 
true,  the  forfeiture  aforesaid  shaU  not  be  incmred, 
but  he  shall,  himself,  forfoit  and  pay,  by  reasoa 
thereof,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars. 

Sac.  19.  AndbeUJwiiher  emded.  That  if  die 
certificate  of  the  registry  of  any  ship  or  vessel 
shidl  be  k»t  or  destroyeo.  or  mislaid,  the  master 
or  other  person  having  tne  charge  or  commaM 
thereof,  may  make  oatt  or  affomation^  before  the 
collector  of  the  district  where  such  ship  or  vessel 
shall  fii«t  be  after  such  loss,  destruction^  or  min^ 
laying,  who  is  hereby  authoriaeed  to  administer  tile 
same,  whieh  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  of  the 
form  following:  '*i  finserting  here  the  name  of 
the  person  swearing  or  affirming]  behig  ttMster 
[or  having  the  chs^  or  command]  of  the  ship 
or  vessel,  called  the  [inserting  the  name  of  diie 
vessel]  do  swear  (or  affirm)  that  the  sidd  slii|>  or 
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y«b«b1  hath  been,  as  I  inorily  believe,  regkiered, 
according  to  law,  by  the  name  of  [insei^inff  again 
die  nitne  of  the  vessel]  and  that  a  certificate  there- 
of was  granted  bj  the  coUeetor  of  the  district  of 
[nttining  the  district  where  registered  J  wldeh  cer- 
tificate has  been  lost  [or  destroyed,  or  nninten- 
tionally  and  by  mere  accident  miskiid)  as  the  citse 
may  be]  and  [except  where  the  ceruficate  is  al- 
leged to  hate  been  destroyed]  that  the  same,  if 
ibond  again,  and  within  my  power,  shall  be  de- 
livered np  to  the  collector  of  the  district  in  which 
it  was  granted."  Which  oath  or  affirmation  ^mU 
be  subSmbed  by  the  pairty  making  the  same :  and 
bpon  sneh  oath  or  affirmation  being  made,  and  the 
enier  requisites  of  this  act,  in  order  to  the  registiy 
of  shine  or  vessels,  being  complied  with,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  collector  oif  the  district,  hetore  whom 
i«ch  oath  or  affirmation  is  made,  ta  grant  a  new 
register,  insertiiu^  therein,  that  the  same  is  issued 
hi  the  room  of  tne  one  lost  or  destroyed.  Bnt  in 
nlA  eases  wliere  a  register  shati  be  granted,  in  liev 
of  the  one  lost  or  destroyed,  by  any  o^her  than  the 
collector  of  the  district  to  which  the  ship  or  veswl 
aetadly  belongs  such  register  shnU,  Within  ten 
l«3rs  after  her  nrst  arrivu  within  the  district  to 
which  ^e  beloi^  be  delivered  «p  to  the  ootteotor 
<rfthe  said  district  who  shall,  thereufKin,  grant  a 
new  registei*,  in  lien  thereof*  And  in  case  the 
master  or  commander  ^all  tiegleet  to  deliver  up 
sneh  register,  within  the  time  albresaid,  be  shmU 
ibrfbit  one  hundred  dollars;  amd  the  fmier  regis- 
ter shall  become  hull  and  void. 

Snc.  14.  And  be  UJwiher  enacted^  That  Wh^ 
any  ship  or  vessel,  which  shall  have  been  regis- 
tered p^snaht  to  this  act,  or  the  act  hereby  in 
rrt  repealed,  shall^  in  whole  or  in  part,  be  sold 
transferred  to  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United 
Seates,  or  shall  be  iJtered  in  form  or  biifden^  by 
beitt^  lengthened  or  built  upon,  or  from  one  d«- 
novmnation  to  another,  by  the  mode  or  method  of 
rigging  or  fitting,  in  eveiy  such  case  the  said  ship 
or  vessel  shall  he  registered  anew,  by  her  former 
name^  according  to  the  direetiotis  herein  before 
eontained,  (oth^wise  she  shall  cease  to  be  deemed 
a  ship  or  vessel  of  the  United  States,)  and  her 
fermer  certifieate  of  registry  shall  be  denvered  up 
t»  the  collector  to  whom  application  for  such  new 
Mgistry  shall  be  made,  at  the  time  that  the  same 
sluill  be  made,  to  be  by  him  transmitted  to  the 
Register  of  the  Treasury,  who  sAiall  cause  the 
saihe  to  be  cancelled.  And  in  every  such  case  of 
sale  or  transfer,  there  shall  be  some  instrument  of 
writing,  in  the  nature  of  a  bill  of  sale,  which  shall 
tecitte.  at  length,  the  stud  certificate,  otherwise  the 
said  snip  or  vessel  sludl  be  incapable  of  being  so 
ra^issared  anew.  And  in  every  case  in  which  a 
^p  or  vessel  is  hereby  reqmred  to  be  registered 
inew,  if  she  shall  not  be  so  registersd  anew,  she 
shaH  not  be  entitled  to  any  dP  the  privil^  or 
benefits  of  a  ship  or  vessel  of  the  United  States ; 
and  further,  tf  her  said  former  certificate  of  regis- 
tvy  shall  not  be  delivered  up  as  albresaid,  eicepc 
where  the  same  mav  have  been  destroyed,  lost,  or 
anhitentionallv  nuslaid^  and  an  oath  or  affirmation 
thereof  ^all  have  been  made  as  aforesaid,  the 
owner  or  owners  of  such  ship  or  vessel  shw  for- 


f«t  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars^  to  ba 
recovereo  with  costs  of  suit. 

8BC.15.  AndbeUJuHherenaOedy  That  whenth# 
master  or  person  having  the  chatfeorcommand  of  m 
ship  or  vessel^  register^  nursuant  to  this  ac^  or  the 
act  hereby  in  ptat  repealed,  shall  be  changed,  the 
owner  or  mie  of  the  owners,  or  the  new  master  of 
such  ship  OT  vessel,  ^all  report  such  change  to 
the  collector  of  the  district  where  the  sime  shall 
happen,  or  where  the  said  sh»  or  vessel  shall  first 
be,  after  the  same  shall  have  lun^ieDed,  and  shall 
produce  to  hin  the  certificate  or  reaisHry  of  su<^ 
ship  or  vessel,  and  shall  make  oam  or  affirma^ 
tion,  showing  that  such  new  master  is  a  eitioen  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  manitet  in  which,  or 
means  whereby,  ha  is  so  a  citizen ;  whereupon  the 
said  collector  shaU  endorse  upon  the  said  oerlt^ 
cate  of  registry  a  meflnorandum  of  such  ohaaf«eb 
specifjring  the  name  of  saph  new  master,  and  shall 
subscribe  the  said  memorandum  with  w  name^ 
and  if  other  than  the  collector  of  the  district,  by 
whom  the  sud  certificate  of  registry  shall  haw 
been  granted,  shall  transmit  a  copy  of  the  said 
memolanduni  to  him,  with  noticed  the  partiou^ 
lar  ship  or  vessel  to  which  it  shaH  rdate  j  and  the 
collector  of  the  ctistrict,  by  whom  the  said  certifi^ 
cate  shall'  have  been  granted,  shaH  make  a  lika 
memorandmn  of  such  change,  in  his  book  of  re^ 

gsters,  and  shall  transmit  a  copv  thereof  to  the 
Bffister  of  the  Treasury.  And  u  the  said  cfaaagO 
shall  not  be  reported,  or  a  the  said  oath  or  affirma- 
tion shi^  not  be  taken^  as  above  directed)  the  re» 
gistry  of  such  ship  or  vessel  shaU  be  void,  and  th^ 
said  master,  or  person  having  the  chasge  or  coo^ 
mand  ef  her.  shall  forfeit  ansTpay  the  sum  of  one 
hunted  dollars. 

Seo.  16^  And  be  itfurtker  enaOed,  That  if  im 
ship  or  vesselj  heretofore  registered,  Or  which  riiaa 
bemfter  be  regietered  as  a  ship  or  vessel  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  sold  or  transfi^rred,  in  whol0 
or  in  part,  by  way  of  trust,  Ooi^deacej  or  other- 
wise, to  a  subject  or  citizen  of  anv  foreian  Prinee 
or  State;  and  sooh  sale  or  transKt  ^muI  not  bO 
made  known  in  manner  hereinbefore  direoted^ 
such  ship  or  vessel,  together  with  her  tadde^  ap»- 
parel,  and  toi^ure,  shall  be  forfeited :  Promded, 
That  if  such  ship  or  vessel  shaM  be  Owned  in  part 
ohly,  and  it  shau  be  made  M>pear  to  the  tary  b^ 
fore  whom  the  trial  for  such  mrfeiture  shall  be  had^ 
that  any  other  owner  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  being 
a  eidien  of  the  United  States,  was  wholly  igno<- 
rant  of  the  sale  or  transfer  to,  or  ownershm  of, 
sach  foreisn  subject  or  eitizoi,  the  share  or  mte^ 
rest  of  such  citiaen  of  the  United  States  shall  not' 
be  subject  to  such  forfeiture ;  and  the  residue  only 
shall  be  so  forfeited. 

Sse»  17.  And  be  H  Airier  enacted,  that,  upon 
the  entry  of  every  ship  or  vessel  oc  the  UnMed 
States,  uom  any  meignnort  or  place,  if  the  mmm 
shaU  be  at  the  port  or  pbce  at  which  the  owner, 
or  any  of  the  nart-otmers  reside,  sach  owner  or 
part-owaer  shall  make  oath  or  affirmation,  that  tfaa 
regiBtBr  of  saeh  ship  w  vessel  contains  the  nama 
or  names  of  all  the  persons  wha  are  then  ownesa 
ai  the  said  ship  or  vessel  f  or  if  any  part  of  saA 
ship  or  vessel  has  been  solder  ttaittiarred  since  tha 
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fiantiog  of  such  register,  that  suoh  is  the  cmse, 
and  that  do  foreign  subject  or  citizen  hath,  to  the 
best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  any  share,  by  the 
way  of  tmst^  confidence,  or  otherwise,  in  such  ship 
or  vesseL  And  if  the  owner,  or  any  part-owner, 
shall  not  reside  at  the  port  or  place  at  which  such 
ship  or  vessel  shall  enter,  then  the  master  or  com^ 
mander  shall  make  oath  or  affirmation  to  the  like 
effect  And  if  the  owner,  or  part-owner,  where 
there  is  one,  or  the  master  or  commander,  where 
there  is  no  owner,  shall  refuse  to  swear  or  affirm 
as  aforesaid,  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  not  be  enti- 
tled to  the  privileges  of  a  ship  or  vessel  of  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  U  further  &UMCted,  That  in  all 
eases  where  the  master,  commander,  or  owner  of 
a  ship  or  vessel,  shall  deliver  up  the  re^^ister  of 
such  ship  or  vessel,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  c£ 
this  act,  if  to  the  collector  ol  the  district  where  the 
same  shall  have  been  granted,  the  said  collector 
shall,  thereupon,  cancelthe  bond  which  shall  have 
been  given  at  the  time  of  granting  such  regirter ; 
or.  if  to  the  collector  of  any  other  district,  such 
eollector  shall  grant  to  the  said  master,  com- 
inander,  or  owner.. a  receipt  or  acknowlec^pnent. 
that  such  register  nas  been  delivered  up  to  him,  ana 
the  time  when ;  and  upon  such  receipt  being  pro- 
duced to  the  collector  by  whom  the  register  was 
{pranted,  he  shall -cancel  the  bond  of  the  party,  as 
if  the  register  had  been  returned  to  him. 

Seo.  19.  And  be  it  Jurtker  enacted.  That  the 
collector  of  each  district  shall  progressively  num- 
ber the  certificates  of  the  registry  by  him  granted, 
beginniiu^  anew  at  the  commencement  of  each 
year,  anddiall  enter  an  exact  copy  of  each  certi- 
ficate in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  fmrpoee ;  and 
shall,  once  in  three  months,  transmit  to  the  Re- 
guter  of  the  Treasury  copies  of  all  the  certificates 
which  shall  have  been  granted  by  him,  including 
the  number  of  each. 

Sbo.  20.  And  be  Ufiaiher  enacted,  That  every 
ship  or  vessel  built  in  the  United  States  after  the 
fifteenth  day  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-nine,  and  belonging  wholly  or  in 
nart  to  the  subjects  of  foreign  Powers,  in  order  to 
oe  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  a  ship  built  and  re- 
corded in  the  United  States  shall  be  recorded  in 
the  office  of  the  collector  or  the  district  in  which 
such  ship  or  vessel  was  built,  in  manner  flow- 
ing, that  is  to  say :  The  builder  of  every  such  ship 
or  vessel  shall  make  oath  or  affirmation  before  the 
collector  of  such  district^  who  is  hereby  authorizi^ 
to  administer  the  same,  m  manner  following :  ^  I, 
[inserting  here  the  name  of  such  builder,]  of  [in- 
serting here  theplace  of  his  residence]  shipwright, 
do  swear  (or  affirm)  that  [describing  here  the  kind 
of  vessel,  as,  whether  ship,  brig^  snow,  .schooner, 
akx^  or  whatever  else,]  named  [inserting  here  the 
name  of  the  ship  or  vessel]  havmg  [insertinji^  here 
the  number  of  decks]  and  oein^  in  length  [msert- 
ing  here  the  number  of  feet,]  m  breaoth^  [insert- 
ing here  the  nujober  of  feet,]  in  depChj  [mserting 
here  the  number  of  feet,]  and  measuring  [insert- 
ing here  the  number  of  tons,]  having  [specifying 
whether  any  or  no]  gallery,  and  [abo  specifying 
whether  any  ornoj  head,  was  built  by  me,  or  un- 


der my  direction,  at  [naming  the  place,  county, 
and  State]  in  the  Umted  States,  in  the  year  [in- 
serting here  the  number  of  the  year.*^  Which 
oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  subscribed  by  the  per- 
son makinafthe  same,  and  shall  be  recorded  ina  book 
to  be  kept  by  the  said  collector  for  that  purpose. 

Sec.  21.  And  be  Ufiaiher  enacted,  That  the 
said  collector  diall  cause  the  said  ship  or  vessri  to 
be  surveyed  or  admeasured,  according  to  the  rule 
prescribed  by  the  fort)[-third  section  oi  the  act,  en- 
tilled  ^^An  act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the 
collection  of  the  duties  imposed  bv  law  oo  foodiL 
wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  Unitea 
States,  and  on  the  tonnage  oi  ships  or  vessels^ 
and  the  person  by  whom  such  admeasuremeat 
shall  be  inade,  shall  grant  a  certificate  thereof^  as 
in  the  case  of  a  ship  or  vessel  to  be  resistoed ; 
which  certificate  shall  be  countersigned  by  the 
said  builder,  and  by  an  owner,  or  the  master  or 
person  having  the  command  or  chaise  thereof  or 
by  some  other  person,  being  an  agent  Tor  the  owner 
or  owners  thereof,  in  testimony  of  the  truth  of  tlie 
particulars  therein  contained. 

Sec.  22.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a  cer- 
tificate of  the  said  record,  attested  under  the  haai 
and  seal  of  the  said  collector,  shall  be  granted  to 
the  masttf  of  every  such  ship  or  vessel,  as  nearly 
as  may  be,  of  the  form  fdlowing:  "In  norsoance 
of  an  act^  entitled  *  An  act  ctmceming  tne  ttcos^ 
ing  of  ships  or  vessels,'  I,  [inserting  here  the  name 
of  the  collector  of  the  district]  ofl  [inserting  here 
the  name  of  the  district,]  in  the  Umted  States,  do 
certify,  that  [inserting  here  the  name  of  the  build- 
er] or,  [inserting  here  the  place  of  his  resideneey 
county,  and  State,]  having  sworn  (or  affirmed) 
that  the  [describing  the  ship  or  vessel,  as  in  the 
certificate  of  reconl,]  named  [inserting  here  her 
name]  whereof  [inserting  here  the  name  of  the 
piaster]  is  at  present  master,  was  built  at  [insert- 
ing here  the  name  of  the  places  county,  and  State, 
where  built  J  by  him,  or  under  nis  direction,  in  the 
year,  [inserting  here  the  nnmber  of  the  year,]  and. 
[inserting  here  the  name  of  the  surveyor  or  other 
person  by  whom  the  same  admeasurement  shell 
have  been  made,]  having  certified  that  the  said 
ship  or  vessel  has  [inserting  here  her  number  of 
decKs]  is  in  length,  [inserting  here  the  number  of 
feet,]  in  breadth,  [inserting  here  the  number  of 
feet,]  in  depth,  [inserting  here  the  number  of 
fbet,]  and  measures  [inserting  here  the  number  of 
tons;]  and  the  said  builder  and  [naming  and  .de- 
scribing the  owner  or  master,  or  agent  for  the 
owner  or  owners,  as  the  case  may  be,  by  whooi 
the  said  certificate  shall  have  been  countersigned] 
having  agreed  to  the  said  d^cription  and  amnea- 
surement,  the  said  ship  or  vessel  has  been  re^ 
corded,  in  the  dbtrict  ol  [inserting  here  the  name 
of  the  district  where  recorded,]  in  the  United 
States.    Witness  my  hand  and  si^  this  [msertiBg 
here  the  day  of  the  month,]  day  of  [inserting  here 
the  name  of  the  month,]  m  tne  year  [insertiu^ 
here  the  number  of  the  year.'']    Which  certify 
cate  shall  be  recorded  in  tne  office  of  the  said  col- 
lector, and  a  duplicate  thereof  transmitted  to  the 
Register  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  to 
be  recorded  in  his  office. 
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.  Sec.  23.  ilnd  6e  it  ybre^^  enoctecf,  That  if  the 
master,  or  the  name,  of  anv  ship  or  yessd  so  re- 
corded shall  be  changed,  the  owner,  part-owner^ 
or  consignee  of  such  ship  or  yessel,  shall  cause  a 
memorandum  thereof  to  oe  endorsed  on  the  certi- 
ficate of  the  record,  by  the  collector  of  the  district, 
where  such  shij)  or  vessel  may  be,  or  at  which 
she  shall  first  arrire,  if  such  change  took  place  in 
a  foreign  country ;  and  a  copy  thereof  shall  be 
entered  in  Uie  Book  of  Records,  a  transcript  where- 
of shall  be  transmitted,  by  the  said  collector,  to 
the  collector  of  the  district,  where  such  certificate 
was  granted,  (if  not  the  same  person,)  who  shall 
enter  the  same  in  his  Book  of  Records,  and  for- 
ward a  duplicate  of  such  entry,  to  the  Re^ster  of 
^e  Treasury  of  the  United  States;  and  m  such 
ease,  until  the  said  owner,  part-owner,  or  con- 
signee, shall  cause  the  saia  memorandum  to  be 
made  oy  the  collector,  in  manner  aforesaid,  such 
ship  or  vessel  shall  not  be  deemed,  or  considered, 
as  a  vessel  recorded,  in  pursuance  of  this  act. 

Sbo.  24.  And  be  U  fisrther  enacted^  That  the 
master,  or  other  person  having  the  command  or 
charge  of  any  ship  or  vesfl^  recorded  in  pursu- 
ance of  this  act,  shall,  on  entry  of  such  snip  or 
vessel*  produce  the  certificate  of  such  record,  to 
the  collector  of  the  district  where  she  shall  be  ^ 
entered;  in  failure  of  whicn,  the  said  ship  or  ves- 
sel shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  a  ves- 
sel, recorded  as  aforesaid :  Provided  atwa^s,  cmd 
beitjuriher  enacted,  That  nothing  herein  con- 
tained shall  be  construed  to  make  it  necessary  to 
record^  a  second  time,  anv  ship  or  vessel,  which 
shall  have  be^i  recorded,  pursuant  to  the  act. 
hereby  in  part  repealed;  but  such  recording  shall 
be  of  the  like  force  and  effect,  as  if  made  in  pursu- 
ant to  this  act. 

Sbc.  25.  And  be  U  Jwiher  enacted,  That  the 
fees  and  allowances  for  the  several  services  to  be 
{performed  pursuant  to  this  act.  and  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  same,  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit:  For 
the  admeasurement  of  every  ship  or  vessel,  of  one 
hundred  tons  and  under,  one  cent  per  ton;  for  the 
admeasurement  of  every  ship  or  vessel  above  one 
hundred,  and  not  exceeains;  two  hundred  tons,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  cents;  tor  the  admeasurement 
of  every  ship  or  vessel,  above  two  hundred  tons, 
two  hundrea  cents;  for  every  certificate  of  regis- 
try or  record,  two  hundred  cents;  for  every  en- 
dorsement upon  a  certificate  of  reg^ry  or  record, 
one  hundred  cents ;  and  for  taking  every  bond  re- 
quired by  this  act,  twenty-five  cents.    The  whole 
amount  of  which  fees  snail  be  received,  and  ac- 
counted for  by  the  collector,  or^  at  his  option,  by 
the  naval  officer,  where  there  is  one ;  and  wnere 
there  is  a  collector,  naval  officer,  and  surveyor, 
shall  be  equally  diviaed,  monthly,  between  the  saia 
officers;  and  where  there  is  no  naval  officer,  two- 
thirds  to  the  collector,  and  the  other  third  to  the 
surveyor ;  and  where  there  is  only  a  collector,  he 
shall  receive  the  whole  amount  thereof;  and  where 
there  is  more  than  one  surveyor  in  any  dbtrict, 
each  of  them  shall  receive  his  proportionable  part 
of  such  fees,  as  shall  arise  in  the  port,  for  which 
he  is  appointed :  Pnmded,  cUwa^,  That,  in  all 
cases,  wnere  the  tonnage  of  any  ship  or  vessel  shall 


be  ascertained,  by  any  person  appointed  for  Hurt 
purpose,  such  person  shall  be  paid  a  reasooaUe 
compensation  tnerefor,  out  of  the  f<^es  aforesaid, 
before  any  distribution  thereof,  as  aforesaid.  And 
every  collector  and  naval  officer,  and  every  sur^ 
veyor,who  shall  reside  at  a  port  where  there  is  no 
collector,  shall  cause  to  be  affixed,  and  constontlj 
kept,  in  some  conspicuous  part  of  his  office^  a  fair 
table  of  the  rates  of  fees,  demandable  by  this  act. 

Sec  26.  And  be  UJukher  enacted,  That  every 
collector,  or  officer,  who  shall  knowingly  make,  or 
be  concerned  in  making,  any  false  register  or  re- 
cord, or  shall  knowingly  grant,  or  be  concerned  in 
granting^  any  false  certificate  of  res^stry  or  record 
of,  or  for  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  other  talse  docu- 
ment whatsoever,  touching  the  same,  contrary  to 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  or  who 
shall  designedly  take  any  other,  or  greater  fees, 
than  are  by  this  act  allowied,  or  who  shall  receive 
any  voluntary  reward  or  gmtuity  for  any  of  the 
services  periformed  pursuant  thereto ;  arid  every 
surveyor,  or  other  person,  appointed  to  measure 
any  snip  or  vessel,  who  shall  wilfully  deliver  to 
any  collector  or  naval  officer,  a  ftdse  description  of 
such  ship  or  vessel,  to  be  registered  or  recorded, 
shall,  upon  conviction  of  any  such  nefflect  or  of- 
fence, forfeit  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  and 
be  rendered  incapable  of  serving  in  any  office  of 
trust  or  profit,  under  the  United  States;  and  if  any 
person  or  persons,  authorized  and  required  by  this 
act,  in  respect  to  his  or  their  office  or  offices,  to 
perform  any  act  or  thing,  required  to  be  done  or 
performed,  pursuant  to  any  of  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  shaO  wilfully  neglect  to  do  or  perform  the 
same,  according  to  tne  true  intent  and  miming  of 
this  act,  such  person  or  persons  shall  on  being  duly 
convicted  thereof,  if  not  subject  to  the  penalw  and 
disqualification  aforesaid,  forfeit  the  sum  of  &Ye 
hundred  dollars  for  the  first  offence,  and  a  like  sum 
for  <he  second  offence,  and  shall,  thenceforth,  be 
rendered  incapable  of  holding  any  office  of  trust  or 
profit  under  tne  United  States. 

Sec.  27.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
certificate  of  registry  or  record,  shall  be  fraudu- 
lently or  knowingly  used  for  any  ship  or  vessel 
not  then  actually  entitled  to  the  benefit  thereof, 
according  to  the  true  intent  of  this  act,  such  ship 
or  vessel  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  United  States, 
with  her  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture. 

Sec.  28.  Andbeujurtherenacted^  That,  if  any 
person  or  persons  shul  falsely  make  oath  or  affirm- 
ation to  any  of  the  matters  herein  required  to  be 
verified,  such  person  or  persons  shall  suffer  the 
like  pains  and  penalties  as  shall  be  incurred  by 
persons  committing  wilful  and  corrupt  P|BiJ^>7i 
and  that,  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  forge, 
counterfeit,  erase,  alter,  or  falsify  any  certificate, 
register,  record,  or  other  document,  mentioned, 
described,  or  authorized,  in  and  by  this  act,  such 
person  or  persons  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  for- 
feit the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars. 

Sbc.  29.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  all 
the  penalties  and  forfeitures,  which  may  be  incur- 
red, for  offences  against  this  act,  shall  and  may  be 
sued  for.  prosecuted,  and  recovered,  in  such  Courts, 
and  be  aiaposed  of  m  such  manner,  as  any-  pemU- 
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Ins  mmI  forfffiMnes  wliMrh  mav  be  iaouned  for 
ctffiBees  against  the  act,  entklea  ^  An  act  to  pro^ 
nd«  moie  effiactually  fot  the  cdkctioa  of  the  du- 
ties imposed  by  law,  on  goods^  wares,  and  mer*- 
ekandise,  imported  into  the  United  SHates.  and  on 
the  toimage  of  ships  or  vessels,"  mav  legally  be 
sued  for,  psoseouted,  reeavered,  and  aisp^ed  of: 
Promdedf  ahoayi^  That,  if  any  c^oer  entitled  to 
a  part  or  share  of  any  such  penalty  or  forfeiture, 
shftll  be  necessary,  as  a  witness,  on  the  trial  for 
such  penalty  or  torfeiturcu  such  cffeer  may  be  a 
witness  upon  the  said  (rial,  bat  in  s«ch  case,  he 
ehall  not  receive,  nor  be  entitled  to  any  part  or 
sbare  of  the  said  penalty  or  forfeiture;  and  the 
aait  or  share,  to  whieh  he  would  otherwise  have 
been  entitled,  shall  accrue  to  the  United  States. 

8bc.  39.  ilndl  he  U  further  enacted^  That,  from 
Mm^  after  the  last  dav  of  March  neqct,  this  «et  shall 
be  in  full  force  ana  effect  $  vbA  so  much  of  the 
•el,  entitled  *'  Au  act  for  registering  and  cleaciag 
vessels,  r^pulating  the  eoastmg  tnade,  and  for  other 
pw^poses,'' as  comes  within  the  purview  of  this 
act,  shall,  after  tJie  said  last  day  ca  March}  be  e^ 
peaied* 

Approved,  ]>eoember  31, 179^ 

An  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '^  An  act  eslabliiliing 
a  ytini,  and  regulating  ^e  Coins  of  dto  United  States/* 
so  frr  as  reapecta  the  Coinage  of  Oei^wr* 

Beit  enacted, ^c,  That  every  cent  shall  contain 
two  hundred  ana  ei^ht  grains  of  copper,  and  every 
half-cent  shall  contam  one  hundred  and  four  grains 
of  copper ;  and  that  so  much  of  the  act,  entitled 
^'  An  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the 
Coins  of  the  United  States,"  as  respects  the  weight 
of  cents  and  half-cents,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby  repealed. 

Approved,  January  14, 1793. 

An  Act  to  provide  jEor  the  allowanee  of  interest  on  the 
sum  ordered  to  be  paid  by  the  rssolve  of  Congress,  of 
the  twenty-fi^th  of  September,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-five,  as  an  indemnity  to  the  per- 
sons therein  named. 

Be  it  macted,  ^^  That  lawful  interest,  from 
the  sixteenth  day  or  May,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
f9s^  seven  hpmdied  and  seventy-suL  shall  be  al- 
lowed on  the  sum  of  two  .hundred  doJ(lars,  ordered 
lio  be  paid  to  Return  Jonathan  Meig^  and  the  legal 
representative  of  Christopt^er  Greene*  deceased, 
by  a  resolve  of  the  United  States  in  Uongress  as- 
aamfakd)  cf  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  September, 
ip  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
<Lre. 

Appnayed,  January  14^  1793. 

An  Aet  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  Unuted  time,  and  to 
emend  the  aet,  entitled  ^  An  act  providing  tfieMeani 
of  Interoonise  between  the  United  States  and  Fo- 
reign Natioas." 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  act,  entitled  "  An 
act  providing  tne  means  of  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  foreign  nations,"  yhich 
would  expire  at  the  end  of  the  present  session  of 
Congress,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  together 
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with  this  act,  eontiiiued'  in  force  fioor  the  space  of 
one  year,  from  the  passing  of  this  act;  and  ffom 
thence,  until  the  end  of  the  session  4)i  Congress 
then,  or  next  thereafter  holden,  and  no  longer. 

Sbg.  S.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  VhaAj  in  all 
oases,  where  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  have  v^ 
sued,  or  shall  hereafter  issue,  from  the  Treasunr, 
for  the  purposes  of  intercourse  or  treaty,  wiik 
foreign  nations,  in  pursuance  of  any  law,  (he  Pre- 
sident shall  be,  and  he  hnreby  is,  authonsEed  to 
cause  the  same  to  be  dulv  settled  annually  with 
the  accounting  officers  of  tne  Treasury,  in  majiarr 
following,  that  is  to  say :  by  causing  the  sane  to 
be  aocounied  for,  specifically,  in  all  inataiieeB^ 
wherein  the  expendiciue  thereof  may,  in  his  juds- 
ment,  be  made  public;  and  by  making  a  certiir 
cate  or  certificates,  or  caasinig  the  Secceianr  of 
Btate  to  make  a  certificate  or  certificates  of  the 
amount  of  such  expenditures,  as  he  n^ay  think  it 
advisable  not  to  specify;  and  every  such  cectift* 
cate  shall  be  deemed  a  sufficient  voucher  for  tlic 
sum  or  sums  therein  expressed  to  have  been  ex- 
pended- 

Appioved,  February  9, 1793. 

Am  Act  fegulseling  Forsign  Coins,  and  lor  other  par- 


Be  it  enacted,  fc^^  That,  from  and  afler  the  first 
day  of  July  next,  foreign  gold  and  silver  coins 
shall  pass  current  as  money  within  die  Um'ted 
States,  and  be  a  legal  tender  for  the  payment  of 
all  debts  and  demands,  at  the  several  and  respect- 
ive rates  following,  and  not  otherwise,  viz :  xhe 
gold  coins  of  Great  Britain  and  Portugal,  of  their 
present  standard,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  cents 
for  every  twentv-seven  grains  of  the  actual  weight 
thereof^  the  gold  coins  of  France,  Spain,  and  tne 
dominions  of  Spain,  of  their  present  standard,  at 
the  rate  of  one  nundred  cents  for  every  twenty- 
seven  grains  and  two-fifths  of  a  grain  of  the  actiml 
weight  thereof.  Spanish  milled  dollars,  at  the  rate 
of  one  hundred  cents  for  each  dollar,  the  actual 
weight  whereof  shall  not  be  less  than  seventeen 
penny  weights  and  seven  grains;  and  in  pro- 
^rtion  for  the  parts  of  a  dollar.  Crowns  of 
France,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  ten  cents, 
for  eacn  crown,  the  actual  weight  idiereof  shall 
not  be  less  than  eighteen  pennyweights  and  se- 
venteen grains,  and  in  poportion  for  the  parts  of 
a  crown.  But  no  foreign  coin  that  majr  have 
beeU;  or  shall  be  issued  subsequent  to  the  mrst  day 
of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  nine- 
ty-two, shall  be  a  tender,  as  aforesaid,  until  sam- 
|nes  thereof  shall  have  been  found,  by  assay,  at 
the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  to  be  conformabie 
to  the  respective  standards  required,  and  procla- 
mation thereof  shall  have  been  made  by  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  9.  Provided  aiwaye,  cmd  he  Ufmiher  eit* 
a>cted,  That  at^e  expiration  of  three  years  next 
ensuing  the  time  when  the  coinage  of  gold  and 
silver,  agreeably  to  the  act,  entitled,  "An  act  es- 
tablisninff  a  Mint  and  regulating  the  coins  of  the 
United  States,"  snail  commence  at  the  Mint  of 
the  United  States,  (which  time  shall  be  announc- 
ed by  the  proclamation  of  the  President  <d  tfce 
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United  States)  all  fbieign  gold  coioi,  and  all  fo- 
leign  silver  coins,  except  Spanish  nulled  dollus 
anJ  parts  of  lueh  dollaxt,  ^all  cease  to  be  a  legal 
tender,  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  3.  And  beitfiaiherenacied.'Thal  allfo- 
leien  sold  and  silver  coins,  (except  Spanish  mill- 
ed dollaca,  and  paiU  of  such  dollars)  which  shall 
be  received  in  pajrinent  for  moneys  due  to  the 
United  States,  afUr  the  said  time,  when  the  coia- 
ivg  of  gold  and  silver  coins  shall  begin  at  the 
Wnt  of  the  United  Stales,  shall,  previotuly  to 
their  being  issued  in  circulation,  be  coined  anew, 
in  conformity  to  the  act.  entitled  "Anactetta' 
blisbiiig  a  Mint  and  regulating  the  coins  of  the 
Uoitea  Stales." 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  tl  Juriher  etiacled,  That,  from 
tad  after  the  first  day  of  July  next,  the  fifty-fifth 
tection  of  the  act,  entitled,  "Ao  act  to  pcovide 
more  eflectually  for  the  collection  of  the  duties 
imposed  bf  law  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise . 
imported  into  the  United  Slates,"  which  ascer- 
tains the  rate*  at  which  foreign  gold  and  silver 
f^aa  shall  be  received  for  the  duties  and  fees  to  be 
^(^ect^din  virtue  of  thesaidact,be,aad  (hesaou 
IS  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  itjwther  enacUd,  Thai  the 
assay  provided  to  be  made  by  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the 
coins  of  the  United  States,"  shall  eommeace  in 
the  manner  as  by  the  said  act  is  prescribed,  on  the 
.Becond  Monday  of  February  annually,  anything  in 
the  said  act  to  the  contrary  Dotwithsunmng. 

Aj^ored,  February  9, 1793. 

An  Act  rdatna  to  daiva  agaiiwt  dw  United  Stalas,  net 

bund  b;  taj  act  «f  li    '     * 

twan  >kM4r>4iiMt«d> 

Be  it  enaaltd,  ^c.  That  all  olauos  man  the 
United  Sintca  f«  •ervioea  or  snnriiea,  or  for  other 
•anae,  matter,  or  thing,  flinushea  or  uae  previooB 
to  tlM  fourth  day  of  March,  one  tbouaaod  seven 
hnaiired  and  eiahly^une,  whether  founded  upon 
eertificMes  or  outer  wtittan  doeuBenia  from  put- 
lie  ofioers,  or  otttcrwise,  which  have  not  alrcadv 
hMn  boned  by  any  act  at  limitMion,  aad  which 
■hall  not  b«  HMentcd  at  the  Treaauir  before  the 
im  day  of  Hay,  one  tboQaand  sevan  fioadted  and 
Biaa^^oaf,  mU  feram  after  be  batted  and  pr»- 
duied  front  settlement  or  allowance ;  Provided, 
Thai  Dothing  herein  contained  shall  be  eonstraed 
to  affect  Loan  Oftee  cartifieatea,  certificatea  of 


toed  u  the  booka  of  tke  Roister  of  the  Treaaury, 
outiiaatai  isitied  by  the  Rmister  of  the  Treasury, 
commonly  called  r^ateredcerlifieatee,  Loaia of 
aaoMT  obtained  in  foreign  eountiie^ or  certifieates 
kniM  panuant  to  the  aet  entatlad  "An  act  makinc 
IMniaion  for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States;  And 
praridtd,  furtiur.  That  itothing  berna  contained 
Aall  be  aonstmed  to  prohibit  the  proper  oficen  of 
the  Treaaary  fcoat  demanding  an  aoeount  or  ac- 
counts  to  be  rendered  for  anv  moneys  heretofore 
adranoad,  aad  not  aocooatea  for,  or  from  admit* 
■ting,  under  the  naoat  forms  and  restrietions,  cra- 
dits  ilbr  expeadhBrea,  equal  to  the  sums  which  hare 
haaa  «>  advaaoad. 


Sac,S.  And  be  itfurOter  taacUd,  That  it  ihalt 
be  the  duty  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  to  re- 
ceive all  such  claims  aforesaid,  as  have  not  been 
heretofore  barred  by  any  act  of  limihitioa,  as  shall 
be  presented  before  the  time  aforesaid,  with  the 
certificates  or  other  documents  in  support  thereof^ 
and  to  cause  a  record  to  be  made  of  the  names  of 
the  persons,  and  of  the  time  when  the  said  claims 
are  presented ;  which  record  shall  be  made  in  the 
presence  of  the  person  or  peisons  presenting  the 
same,  and  shall  b«  the  only  evidence  that  the  said 
claims  were  presenied,  during  the  time  limited  by 

Sec.  3.  And  btitfiirtlia' enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Trea- 
sury, to  make  report  to  Congress  upon  all  such  oT 
the  said  claims  as  shall  not  be  allowed  to  be  valid, 
according  to  the  usual  forms  of  the  Treas^^y- 

Approved,  February  18,  1793. 


A|  I  tad  penons 

the  Execu- 
tii  Union,  or  of 

a)  or  SoMhof 

tb  tton  aa  a  b- 

gii  authority  of 

an  anohpersim 

ah  produce  the 

CO  fidavit  oiaik 

be  Territory  as 

ali  uanded  with 

having  coojnitted' treason,  fdony,  or  other  crime, 
certified  as  authentic  by  the  Governor  or  Chief 
Magistrate  of  the  State  or  Territory  from  whence 
the  panon  so  charged  fled,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  executive  authority  of  the  State  or  Territory 
to  which  such  person  shall  have  fled,  to  cause  him 
or  her  to  be  arrested  and  secured,  and  notice  of 
the  arrest  to  be  given  to  Uie  EKecutire  authority 
maUng  such  demand,  or  to  the  agent  of  such  au- 
thority, appointed  to  receive  the  ftigitire,  and  to 
cause  tne  lugiiiTe  to  be  delivered  to  web  Ment 
when  he  sbul  appear ;  but,  if  no  sueb  agent  shi^ 
appear  within  six  months  from  the  time  of  the 
arrest,  the  priaoacr  may  be  dischaiged :  aad  all 
or  expenses  iaonrred  in  tha  a|)|)taheadinf, 
__i  :„■__  g^^  fngjiiTe  to  tna 


„, transmitting 

Sute  or  THritory  making  such  deamnd,  shall  be 
paid  by  sach  State  or  Tertitwy. 

Sac.  S.  And  be  it  Jmthtr  matted.  That  any 
agent  aj^Mtnted  as  aforeuad,  who  ahall  receive  the 
fo^tire  mto  his  eustody,  shall  be  cn^lOwerttd  to 
transport  him  or  her  to  the  State  <»  Tenitory 
froia  which  he  or  Bh^shallfaarefied.  Asdif  any 
petBon  or  peraons  ahaU,  by  f(»ee,  set  at  liberty,  or 
reaone  the  fuottiTC  from  snoh  agent  while  trana- 
poctiag;  as  afocesaid,  the  person  or  persons  ao  «£■ 
IbndJng  skalL  on  c«)victtMi,  be  fined  aot  exceed- 
ing five  hundred  doUara,  and  be  imprifoned  not 


And  be  it  aleo  enacted,  That  when  a 

person  lield  to  l^er  in  any  of  the  United  StaMs, 
or  ia  either  of  the  Territories  on  the  Northwest  or 
South  of  the  river  Ohio,  under  the  laws  thereof 
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than  escape  into  aoy  ather  of  the  mid  States  or 
Territory,  the  person  to  whom  soch  labor  or  aer- 
Tiee  may  be  doe,  his  agent  or  attorney,  is  hereby 
empowered  to  seize  or  arrest  such  fogitire  from 
labor,  and  to  take  him  or  her  before  any  Judge  of 
the  Uireoit  or  District  Courts  of  the  Umted  States, 
residhig  or  being  within  the  State,  or  before  anjr 
mairistrate  of  a  comity,  city,  or  town  corporate, 
ii^in  soch  seiznre  (i  arrM  shaU  be  ma£;  ani 
opon  proof  to  the  satis&ctkNi  of  soch  Jodge  or 
magistrate,  either  by  oral  testimony  or  affidarit 
taken  before  and  cerufied  by  a  magistrate  of  any 
soch  State  or  Territory,  that  the  person  so  seized 
or  arrested,  doth^  nnder  the  laws  of  the  State  or 
Territory  m>m  which  he  or  she  fled,  owe  service 
or  labor  to  the  person  claiming  him  or  her,  it  shall 
be  the  doty  of  soch  Jodge  or  magistrate  to  gire  a 
certificate  thereof  to  soch  claimant,  his  agent,  or 
attorney,  which  shall  be  soificient  warrant  for  re- 
moring  the  said  fogitire  from  labor  to  the  State 
or  Territory  from  which  he  or  she  fled. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  Jurther  enacted^  That  any  per- 
son who  shall  knowing!  ]r  and  wilhngly  obs tract  or 
hinder  soch  claimant,  us  mfgokt  or  attorney,  ik  so 
seizing  or  arresting  soch  frigitire  from  labor^  or  shall 
rescoe  soch  frvitiTe  from  soch  claimant,  hu  agent 
or  attorney,  when  so  arrested  porsoant  to  the  ao- 
thority  herein  giren  or  declared ;  or  shall  harbor 
or  conceal  soch  person  after  notice  that  he  or  she 
was  a  fbjg^tire  from  labor,  as  aforesaid,  shall,  for 
either  oithe  said  offences,  forfeit  and  pay  the  som 
of  five  hundred  dollars.  Which  oenalty  may  be 
recorered  by  and  for  the  benefit  oi  soch  claimant, 
by  action  or  debt,  in  any  Coort  proper  to  try  the 
same,  saving  moreover  to  the  person  claiming  soch 
labor  or  service  his  ri^t  of  action  for  or  on  ac- 
coont  of  the  said  injories,  or  either  of  them. 

Approved;  Febroary  12, 1793. 

An  Act  for  snroUiDgand  ficsDong  ships  or  vessels  to  be 
employed  in  the  Coasting  Trade  and  Fisheries,  and 
far  regnktina  tfks  same. 


Be  U  enacted,  f  c,  That  ships  or  vessels,  enrolled 
by  virtoe  of  **  An  act  for  registering  and  clearing 
vessels,  regolating  the  coasting  trade,  and  for 
other  porposes,''  and  those  of  twenty  tons  and  op- 
wards,  which  shall  be  enrolled  after  the  last  day 
of  Bfay  next  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  and  having 
a  license  in  rorce,  or  if  less  than  twenty  tons,  not 
beinf^  enrolled,  shall  have  a  license  in  force,  as  is 
hereinafter  reqoired,  and  no  others,  shall  be  oeem- 
ed  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  Sutes,  entitled 
to  the  privileges  of  ships  or  vesseb  employed  in 
the  coastioff  tnide  or  fisheries. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from 
and  after  the  last  dajr  of  May  next,  in  order  for  the 
enrolment  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  she  shaQ  posooos 
the  same  qoalifications,  and  the  same  requisites, 
in  all  respects,  shall  be  com^ied  with,  as  are  made 
necessaij  for  regbtering  snips  or  vessels,  by  the 
act.  entitled  '*  An  act  concerning  the  registering 
ana  recording  of  ships  or  vessels,"  and  the  same 
duties  and  authorities  are  hereby  jg^iven  and  im- 
posed on  all  officers,  respectively,  m  relation  to 
such  enrolments,  ana  the  same  jMroceedings  shall 


be  had,  in  similar  cases,  tooching  sack  eniolmeaaa; 
and  the  ships  or  vessels  so  enrofied,  with  Ae  mam- 
ter,  or  owner,  or  owners  tlMreoC^  shall  be  srtjcct  an 
the  same  requisites,  as  arc  in  those  respects  nto- 
vided  for  vessels  registered  bv  virtoe  of  the  anre- 
said  act;  the  record  of  whioi  enrolment  shaH  be 
made,  and  an  abstract  or  copy  thereof  granted,  aa 
neariy  as  maj  be^  in  the  form  foUowinr:  ^Bnrol- 
ment  in  conformity  to  an  act  oi  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  of  America,"  entitied '  Am  act 
for  enrolliuj^  and  licensing  ships  or  vessebw  to  be 
employed  in  the  coasting  traile  and  fiineriea, 
and  for  regulating  the  same,'  (Insetting  here  the 
name  of  the  perscNi,  with  his  occupation  and  pbee 
of  abode,  by  whom  the  oath  orafiirmatioQis  to  be 
made]  having  taken  and  subscribed  the  oath,  (or 
affirmation)  required  by  this  act,  and  having  swum 
(or  affirmed)  that  he,  or  (she,  and  if  more  than  oae 
owner,  adding  the  words  ''together  with,"  and  the 
name  or  names,  occupation  or  occupations,  pbee 
or  pbces  of  abode,  of  the  owner  owners)  ts,(orare) 
a  citizen  (orcitizens)  of  the  United  States,  mod  sole 
owner  (or  owners)  of  the  ship  or  vessd,  cafled  the 
[inserting  here  h^  name]  of  [inserting  here  the 
name  of  the  (wrt,  to  which  she  may  belongl 
whereof  [inserting  here  the  name  of  the  masterl 
is  at  present  master,  and  b  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  the  said  shiporv^sel  was  [insert- 
ing here  when  and  where  buih]  and  [inserting 
hm,  the  name  and  office,  if  any,  of  die  person,  by 
whom  she  shall  have  been  surveyed  or  admeasuredj 
having  certified,  that  the  said  ship  or  vessel  has 
[inserting  here,  the  number  at  decks]  and  [insert- 
ing here,  the  number  of  masts]  and  that  her 
length  is  [inserting  here,  the  number  of  feet]  her 
brdidth  [insatinr  here,  the  numbo'  of  feetl  her 
depth  [inserting  here,  the  number  effect]  and  that 
she  measures  [insortinff  here,  her  number  of  tons] 
that  she  is  [describing  here,  the  particular  kind  of 
vesssel,  whether  ship,  brigantine,  snow,  schoonec, 
sloop,  or  vrhatever  dse,  together  with  her  build, 
and  specifying,  whether  she  has  any  or  no  galleiy 
or  head]  and  the  said  [naming  the  owner,  or  tM 
master,  or  other  person  acting  in  behalrof  the 
owner  or  owners,  by  whom  the  certificate  of  ad- 
measurement shall  have  been  countersigned]  hn¥> 
ing  agreed  to  the  description  and  admeasurement 
above  specified,  and  sufficient  security  having  bean 
given,  according  to  the  said  act  the  said  ship  or 
vessel  has  been  duly  enrolled^  at  the  poet  rf 
[naming  the  port  where  enrolled.]  Qiven  under 
my  hand  and  seal,  at  [oaminc  the  said  port]  this 
[inserting  the  particular  day  J  da^  of  [naming  the 
month]  in  the  year,  [specifying  me  number  oi  the 
year,  in  words  at  length."] 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  Uharther  enacted,  That  itshali 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  collectors  of  the  several 
district^  to  enrol  andUcenseany  ship  or  vcskI,  that 
may  be  rc^tered,upon  such  registrv  beinggivennpi, 
or  to  register  any  ship  or  venel,  that  may  be  eft- 
rolled,  upon  such  enrolment  and  license  being 
given  up.  And  when  any  ship  or  vessel  shall  be 
an  any  other  district,  than  die  one,  to  which  dba 
beloi^^  the  cdlector  of  such  district,  on  the  appli- 
cation of  the  master  or  commander  thereof;  aai 
upon  his  taking  an  oath  or  affirmation,  that 
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ing  to  his  best  knowledge  and  belief,  the  property 
remains,  as  expressed  in  the  register  or  enrolment 
pioposed  to  be  given  np,  and  upon  his  ffiving  the 
octtds  required  for  granting  registers,  snail  make 
the  exehanges  aforesaid ;  but  in  erery  such  case, 
the  collector,  to  whom  the  register,  or  enrolment 
and  license,  majr  be  given  up,  shall  transmit  the 
same  to  the  Register  of  the  Treasury ;  and  the  re- 
gister, or  enrolment  and  Hcense,  granted  in  lieu 
thereof,  shall,  within  ten  days  after  the  arrival  d* 
such  ship  or  vessel  within  the  district,  to  which 
she  bdongs,  be  delivered  to  the  collector  of  the 
said  district,  and  be  by  him  cancelled.  And  if  the 
said  matter  or  commander  shall  n^lect  to  deliver 
the  said  register  or  enrolment  and  license,  within 
the  time  aforesaid,  he  shall  forfeit  one  hundred 
dollars. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  order 
to  the  licensing  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  for  carrying 
on  the  Coasting  Trade  or  Fisheries,  the  husband, 
or  managing  owner,  together  with  the  master 
thereof^  with  one  more  sureties  to  the  satisftiction  of 
the  cotteetor  granting  the  same,  shall  become  bound 
to  pay  to  the  Uniled  States,  if  such  ship  or  vessel 
be  of  the  burden  of  five  tons,  and  less  than  twenty 
tons,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars ;  and  if  twen- 
ty tons,  and  not  exceeding  thirty  tons,  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  dollars;  and  if  above  thirty  tons,  and 
not  exceeding  sixhr  tons,  the  sum  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars ;  and  it  above  sixty  tons,  the  sum  of 
one  thousand  dollars,  in  case  it  shall  appear,  with- 
in two  years  from  the  date  of  the  bond,  that  such 
ship  or  vessel  has  been  employed  in  any  trade, 
whereby  the  revenue  of  the  United  States  has  been 
defrauded  during  the  time  the  license  granted  to 
stteh  ship  or  vessel  remained  in  force; and  the  mas- 
ter of  such  sy  p  or  vessel  shall  also  swear,  or  affirm, 
that  he  is  a  citnen  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
such  license  shall  not  be  used  for  any  other  vessel, 
or  any  other  employment,  than  that  for  which  it 
ia  specially  granted,  or  in  any  trade  or  business, 
whereby  the  revenue  of  the  United  States  may  be 
defirauded ;  and  if  such  ship  or  vessel  be  less  thitn 
twenty  tons  burden,  the  nusband  or  managing 
owner,  shall  swear  or  affirm,  that  she  is  wholly 
the  properly  ot  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United 
States;  whereuoon  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  col- 
lector of  the  district  comprehending  the  port, 
whereto  such  ship  or  vessel  m«iy  belong,  (the  duty 
of  six  cents  per  ton  being  first  paid,)  to  grant  a 
Ikense,  m  the  form  foUowin^ :  ^  License  for  carry- 
ing on  the  [here  insert,  coasang  trade,  whale  fish- 
ery, or  cod  fishery,  as  the  case  may  be.] 

^  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  entitled  ^  An  act  for 
enrolling  and  licensing  ships  or  vessels  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and 
ibr  regulating  the  same/  [inserting  here  rtie  name 
of  the  husband  or  managing  owner,  with  his  occu- 
pation and  place  of  abode,  and  the  name  of  the 
master,  with  the  place  of  his  abode,]  having  given 
bond,  that  the  [insert  here,  the  description  of  the 
vessel,  whether  ship,  brigantine,  snow,  schooner, 
sloop,  or  whatever  else  she  may  bej  called  the 

{insert  here,  the  vessel's  name]  whereof  the  said 
naming  the  master]  is  master,  burden  [insert 
2d  CoN.^46 


here,  the  number  of  tons,  in  words]  tons,  as  app^urs 
by  her  enrolment,  dated  at  [naming  tne  district 
day,  month,  and  year,  in  words  at  length,  but  if 
she  be  less  than  twenty  tons,  insert  instead  thereof] 
[proof  being  had  of  her  admeasurement]  shall  not 
be  employ^  in  any  trade,  while  thb  license  shall 
continue  in  force,  whereby  the  revenue  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  defrauded,  and  having  also 
sworn  (or  affirmed)  that  this  license  shall  not  be 
used  for  any  other  vessel,  or  for  any  other  em- 
ployment, than  is  herein  specified,  license  is  here- 
by granted  for  the  said  [inserting  here^  the  de- 
scription of  the  vessel}  called  the  [insertm^  here, 
the  vessel's  name]  to  be  em|4oyed  in  carrymg  on 
the  [inserting  here,  coasting  trade,  whale  fishery, 
or  cod  fishery,  as  tne  case  may  be]  for  one  year 
trom  the  date  hereof,  and  no  longer.  Given  under 
my  hand  and  seal,  at  [naming  the  said  district] 
this  [inserting  the  particular  <uty]  day  df  [naming 
the  month]  in  the  year,  [specifying  the  number  en 
the  year,  in  words  at  length."] 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  Jwiher  enacted,  That  lao 
license,  granted  to  any  ship  or  vessel,  shall  be  con- 
sidered m  force,  any  longer  than  such  ship  or  ves- 
sel is  owned,  and  of  the  description  set  forth  in 
such  license,  or,  for  carry  ing  on  any  other  business 
or  employment  than  that  for  which  she  b  specially 
licensed,  and  it  any  ship  or  vessel  be  found  with  a 
forged  or  altered  license,  or  making  use  of  a 
license  granted  for  any  other  ship  or  vessel,  such 
ship  or  vessel,  with  her  tackle,  apparel,  and  the 
cargo  found  on  board  her,  shall  be  forfeited. 

Sbo.  d.  And  be  it  JMher  enacted,  That,  alter 
the  hist  day  of  May  next,  every  ship  or  vessel  of 
twenty  tons  or  upwards  (other  than  ^ch  as  arie 
r^^tered)  found  trading  between  district  and  dis- 
trict, or  between  different  places  in  the  sanie  dis- 
trict, or  carrying  on  the  fisherv,  without  being  en- 
rolled and  licensed,  or  if  less  than  twenty  tons,  and 
not  less  than  five  tons,  without  a  license,  in  man-* 
ner  as  is  provided  by  tnis  act,  such  ship  at  vessel 
if  laden  with  goods,  the  growth  or  manufacture  of 
the  United  States  only  TdistHled  spirits  excepted) 
or  in  ballast,  shall  pa£tne  same  fees  and  tonnage 
in  every  port  of  ^tt  United  States,  at  which  she 
may  arrive,  as  ships  or  vesseb  not  belonging  to  a 
citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  If  she 
have  on  board  any  articles  of  foreign  growth  or 
manufacture,  or  distilled  spirits,  other  than  sea- 
stores,  the  ship  or  ve^el,  together  with  her  tackle, 
apparel  and  ramiture,  and  the  lading  fbund  on 
board,  shall  be  forfeited:  Provided,  however,  If 
such  ship  or  vessel  be  at  sea,  at  the  expiration  of 
the  time,  for  which  the  license  was  given,  and  the 
master  of  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  swear  or  affirm 
that  such  was  the  case,  and  shall  also  within  for- 
ty-eight hours  after  his  arrival  deliver  to  the  col- 
lector of  the  district  in  which  he  shall  first  arrive 
the  license  which  shall  have  expired,  the  forfeit- 
ure aforesaid  shall  not  be  incurred,  nor  shall  the 
ship  or  vessel  be  liable  to  pay  the  fees  and  tonnage 
aforesaid. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the  col- 
lector of  each  district  shall  proj^ressively  number 
the  licenses  by  him  granted,  begmning  anew  at  the 
commencement  of  each  y^ar,  and  shall  make  a  re- 
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cord  thereof  in  a  book,  to  be  by  hxm  keft  for  thut 
and  shall,  onc^  in  three  months,  trangniit 


ter  of  the  Treasury,  copies  of  the 
ich  shall  have  been  so  granted  by  him ; 
iu^l  also  of  such  Ucenset^  as  shall  hare  been  giveo 
up  or  returned  to  him,  respectively,  in  pursuance 
■or  this  act  And  where  any  ship  or  vessel  shall 
be  licensed,  or  enrolled  anew,  or  being  licensed  or 
enrolled,  shall  afterwards  be  re^tered,  or  beinff 
registered,  shall  afterwards  be  enrolled,  or  Uce nseoL 
she  shall,  in  every  such  case,  be  enroUed|  licensed 
or  registered  by  her  former  namfi. 

Sec.  8.  Ana  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any 
ship  or  vessel,  enrolled  or  licensed,  as  aforesaid, 
shall  proceed  on  a  foreign  voyage,  without  first 
giving  up  her  enrolment  and  license,  to  the  col- 
fector  of  the  district  comprehending  the  port,  &om 
which  she  is  about  to  proceed  on  such  foreign  voy- 
a^  and  bein|[  duly  registered  by  such  collector, 
every  such  sh^)  or  vessel,  together  with  her  tackle, 
apparel,  and  furniture,  and  the  goods,  wares,  and 
merel^andise,  sa  imported  thesrem,  shall  be  liable 
to  seizure  and  forfeiture :  Providedy  olwms,^  If  th^ 
port,  from  which  such  ship  or  vewel  is  about  to 
proceed  on  such  foreign  voyage,  be  not  within  the 
district,  where  such  ship  or  vessel  is  enrolled,  the 
coileetor  of  such  district  shall  gif  e  to  the  master 
of  such  ship  or.  vessel  a  certificate,  specifying  that 
the  enrolment  and  license  of  sx^  ship  or  vessel 
is  received  by  him,  ^ad  the  time  when  it  was  so 
received}  which  certificate  shall  afterwards  be 
delivered  by  the  said  master  to  the  coUeetor,  who 
mav  have  granted  such  eivreli^eaA  and  license. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  U  Juriher  enacted^  That  the 
license,  granted  to  any  ship  or  vessel,  shall  be  given 
up  to  the  coUect<Nr  of^the  districti  who  may  nave 
granted  the  same,  within  three  days  after  the  ex- 
piration of  the  time,  for  which  it  was  granted,  in 
1^  such  ship  or  vessel  be  then  witlun  toe  district, 
or  if  she  be  absent,  at  that  time,  within  three  days 
from  her  first  arrival  within  the  district  afterwards, 
or  if  she  be  sold  out  of  the  disia^ti  wiibin  three 
days  afier  the  arrival  of  the  master  within  any 
district,  to  the  collector  of  such  district  taking  his 
certificajte  therefor  i  and  if  thje  master  thereof  sW) 
neglect  or  refuse  to  deliver  up  the  license,  as  afore- 
said, he  shall  forfeit  fifty  dollars;  but  if  sueh  licaaBa 
shall  have  been  previously  given  up  to  the  c(dlfi&- 
tor  of  any  other  district  as  authorized  W  this  act, 
and  a  certificate  thereof  under  the  hand  of  such 
collector,  be  produced  by  such  master,  or  if  such 
license  be  lost,  or  destroyed,  or  mpiatentiooally 
mislaid,  so  that  it  cannot  be  Toond,  and  the  master 
of  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  make  and  subscribe  an 
oath  or  amrmation,  that  sueh  Hcense  is  lost,  de- 
stroyed, or  unintentionally  misUid^  as  he  verily 
believes,  and  that  the  same,  if  foun4  shall  be  de- 
livered up,  as  is  herein  required,  then  the  aforesaid 
penalty  snail  not  be  incurred.  And  if  such  license 
shall  be  lost,  destroyed,  or  unintentionally  mislai^ 
as  aforesaid,  before  the  expiration  of  the  time,  for 
which  it  was  granted,  upon  the  like  oath  or  afiSlrm- 
ation  being  made  and  subscribed  by  the  master  of 
such  ship  or  vessel,  the  said  collector  is  herel:^ 
authorized  and  rei^uired,  upon  aiq[>lioation  being 
made  therefor,  to  license  such  ship  or  vessel  anew. 


Sso.  10.  And  be  U/kHhsremaeiedj  Thatitchttii 
and  mav  be  lawfol  for  the  owner  of  owners  of  aaf 
licensed  ship  or  vessel,  to  ret«m  sueh  liceaae  to 
the  collector  who  granted  the  same,  at  amy  ttee 
within  the  year,  lor  which  it  was  mnted^  who 
shall  thereupon,  cancel  the  same,  and  shall  heeaaa 
such  vessel  anew,  upon  the  application  of  tkm 
owner  or  owners,  ano  upon  the  conditions  he 
before  required,  beinff  complied  with ;  and  in 
the  term,  for  wnich  uie  former  lieanae  was  gi 
ed,  shall  not  be  expired,  an  abatement  of  the 
nage  of  six  cents  per  ton  shall  be  made,  in  th»  pro- 
portion of  the  time  so  unexpired. 

Sec.  U.  And  be  iifi^rtker  enactedj  Thai  every 
licensed  ship  or  vessel  shall  have  her  name,  and 
the  port  to  which  she  belongs,  painted  on  her  ateta^ 
in  the  manner  as  is  provided  for  registered  ahibs 
or  vessels,  and  if  any  ticenaed  ship  or  rtsad  be 
found,  without  such  pEuntinff.  the  owner  or  o^ 
thereof  shall  pay  twenfty  dollars. 

Sec,  12.  Andbe iiJwiheremacied,ThmlL 
the  master  of  any  licensed  ship  or  vesael,  ierrf 
boats  excepted,  shall  be  changed,  the  new  witfir, 
or,  in  case  of  his  absence,  the  owner  or  one  of  tlw 
owners  thereof;  shall  report  such  ehattae  to  tke 
collector  residing  at  the  port  v^here  the  saaae 
may  happen^  if  there  be  one,  otherwiae,  to  the 
collector  residing  at  any  port,  wh^re  such  ship  er 
vessel  may  next  arrive,  who,  upon  the  oath  or  a^ 
firmation  of  such  new  master,  or  in  eaae  of  hia 
absence,  of  the  owner  or  one  of  the  owners,  that 
he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  that  aodh 
sliip  or  vessel  shall  not,  while  such  lieenae  eoai> 
tinues  in  force,  be  employed  in  any  manner,  whcffep 
by  the  revenue  of  the  United  Staieamny  be dar 
fifauded,  shall  enfkMrse  suah  change  on  the  licefM% 
with  the  name  of  the  new  maater ;  and  whenany 
change  shall  happen*  as  aforesaid^  a*d  such  ehanoe 
shall  not  be  reportea,  bbA  the  endoraeBMnt  made 
of  a\xch  change,  as  is  herein  reqaired,  sueh  shiver, 
vessel,  found  carrying  on  the  coasting  tm4e  ov 
fisheries,  shall  be  subject  to  nay  the  same  foen  aadi 
tonnage,  as  a  vesael  of  the  United  States,  faMrim^ 
a  register,  and  the  said  new  master  shaU  forfeil  aM 
pay  the  sum  of  ten  doUaxs. 

Sec.  13,  And  beU  farther  enacted,  ThatitaheM 
be  lawful,  at  all  timea^  lor  any  officer  concerned  im 
the  collection  of  the  revenue,  to  inspeei  the  enidr 
ment  or  Uoense  of  mf  ship  or  vesael ;  and  if  the 
master  of  any  such  c^p  or  vessel  shall  not  exhibit 
the  same,  when  thereunto  reqniied  by  such  ofieei^ 
he  shall  pay  one  hundred  doUars. 

Sec  14.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the 
master  or  commander  of  every  ship  or  vessel 
licensed  for  carrying  on  the  coasting  trade^  des* 
lined  fi-om  a  district  in  one  State,  to  a  district  in 
the  same,  or  an  adjoining  State  on  the  sea  coast, 
or  on  a  navigable  river,  having  on  board,  either 
distilled  spirits  in  casks  exeewng  ^it  hundred 
gallons,  wine  in  casks  exceeding  two  hundred  and 
fif^y  gallons,  or  in  bottles  exceeding  one  hundred 
doiens,  sugar  in  casks  or  boxes  exceeding  three 
thousand  pounds,  tea  in  chests  or  boxes  exceeding 
five  hundred  pounds,  cofiee  in  casks  or  begs  ex- 
ceeding one  thousand  pounds,  or  foreign  merchan- 
dise in  packages,  as  imported,  exceeding  in  value 
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four  hnnclred  dollars,  or  goods,  wares  or  merchan- 
dise, consisting  of  such  enumerated  or  other  arti- 
cles of  foreign  growth  or  manufacture,  or  of  both, 
whose  aggregate  value  exceeds  eight  hundred  dol- 
lars, shaUTjprevious  to  the  departure  of  such  ship 
or  Tessel,  irom  the  port  where  she  may  then  be, 
make  out  and  subscribe  duplicate  manifests  of  the 
whole  of  such  cargo  on  board  such  ship  or  vessel, 
specifying  in  such  manifests,  the  marlK  and  num- 
bers of  every  cask,  bag,  box,  chest  or  package  con- 
taining the  same,  with  the  name  and  place  of  resi- 
dence of  every  shipper  and  consignee,  and  the 
quantity  shipped  by  and  to  each,  and  if  there  be  a 
collector  or  surveyor,  residing  at  such  port,  or 
within  five  miles  thereofl  he  shall  deliver  such 
manifests  to  the  collector,  if  there  be  one,  otherwise 
to  the  survevor,  before  whom  he  shall  swear  or  af- 
firm, to  the  Dest  of  his  knowledge  and  belief^  that 
the  goods  therein  contained  were  legally  imnorted. 
and  the  duties  thereupon  naid  or  secureo,  or  it 
spirits  distilled  within  the  .United  States,  that  the 
duties  thereupon  have  been  paid  or  secured,  where- 

ra  the  saia  collector  or  surveyor  shall  certify 
same  on  the  said  manifests,  one  of  which  he 
shall  return  to  the  said  master,  with  a  permit,  spe- 
cifying thereon,  generally^  the  lading  on  board  such 
ship  or  vessel,  and  authorizing  him  to  proceed  to 
the  port  of  his  destination*  And  if  any  ship  or 
vessel,  being  laden  and  destined,  as  aforesaid,  snaU 
depart  from  the  port  where  she  may  then  be,  with- 
out the  master  or  commander  having  first  made 
out  and  subscribed  duplicate  manifests  oi  the  lading 
on  board  such  ship  or  vessel,  and  in  case  there  be 
a  collector  or  surveyor  residing  at  such  port,  or 
within  &Ye  miles  thereof^  without  having  previous- 
ly delivered  the  same  to  the  said  collector  or  sur- 
veyor, and  obtaining  a  permit,  in  manner  as  is 
herein  required,  such  master  or  commander  shall 
pay  one  hundred  dollars, 

Seo.  15,  And  be  Ufluiher  enactedj  That  the 
master  or  commander  of  ever^r  ship  or  vessel 
licensed  for  carrying  on  the  coasting  trade,  having 
on  board,  either  distilU^  spirits  in  casks  exceeding 
five  hunored  gallons,  wine  in  casks  exceeding  two 
hundred  and  nfty  gallons,  or  in  bottles  exceeding 
one  hundred  dozens,  sugar  in  casks  or  boxes  exceed 
ing  three  thousand  pounds,  tea  in  chests  or  boxes 
exceeding  five  hundred  pounds,  coffee  in  casks  or 
bags  exceeding  one  thousand  pounds,  or  foreign 
merchandise  in  packaffes,  as  imported,  exceeding 
in  value  four  hundred  dollars,  or  gooos,  wares  or 
merchandise,  consisting  of  such  enumerated  or 
other  articles  of  foreign  growth  or  manufacture,  or 
of  both,  whose  aggre^te  value  exceeds  eight  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  arriving  from  a  district  in  one 
State,  at  a  district  in  the  same  or  an  adjoining 
State  on  the  sea  coast,  or  on  a  navigable  river, 
shall,  previous  to  the  unlading  of  any  part  of  the 
cargo  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  deliver  to  the  collector, 
if  there  be  one,  or  if  not,  to  the  surveyor  residing 
at  the  port  of  her  arrival,  or  if  there  be  no  col- 
lector or  surveyor  residing  at  such  port,  then  to  a 
collector  or  surveyor,  if  there  be  any  such  officer, 
residing  within  five  miles  thereof^  the  manifest  of 
the  cargo,  certified  by  the  collector  or  surveyor  of 
the  district  from  whence  she  sailed,  (if  there  be 


9uch  manafesL)  otherwise  the  duplicate  manifesta 
thereof,  as  is  herein  before  directed,  to  the  tilith 
of  which,  before  such  officer,  he  snail  swear  or 
affirm.  And  if  there  have  been  taken  on  board  such 
ship  or  vessel,  any  other  or  more  ^oods,  than  i^e 
contained  in  such  manifest  or  manifests,  since  her 
departure  from  the  port,  from  whence  she  first 
sailed,  or  if  any  goods  have  been  sinoe  landed,  iki$ 
said  master  or  commander  shall  make  known  and 
particularize  the  same  to  the  said  collector  or  survey* 
or,  or  if  no  such  goods  have  been  so  taken  on  board 
or  landed,  he  shiul  so  dedare^o  the  truth  of  which 
he  shall  swear  or  affirm:  Whereupon,  the  said 
collector  or  survevor  shall  grant  a  permit  for  un- 
lading  a  part,  or  tne  whole  of  such  cargo,  as  the 
Bald  master  or  commander  may  requ^t.  And  if 
there  be  no  cc^lector  or  surveyor,  residing  at,  or 
within  five  miles  of  the  said  port  of  her  arrival^ 
the  master  or  commander  of  such  ship  or  vesseL 
may  proceed  to  discharge  the  lading  from  on  boara 
sucn  ship  ctr  vessel,  but  shall  deliver  to  the  col- 
lector or  surveyor,  residing  at  the  first  port,  where 
he  may  next  afterwards  arrive,  and  within  twenty- 
four  hours  of  his  arrival,  the  manifest  or  manifests 
aforesaid,  noting  thereon  the  times  when,  and 
places  wnere,  tl^  goods,  therein  mentioned,  have 
been  unladen,  to  me  truth  of  which,  before  the 
said  last  mentioned  collector  or  surveyor,  he  shall 
swear  or  afiirm ;  and  if  the  master  or  commander 
of  any  such  ship  or  vessel,  being  laden  as  aforesaid, 
shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  deliver  the  manifest  or 
manifests,  at  the  times,  and  in  the  manner,  herein 
directed,  ne  shall  pay  one  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  U  fiaiher  enacted^  That  the 
master  or  commander  of  every  ship  or  vessel  li- 
censed for  carrying  on  the  coastio|^  mtde^  and 
being  destined  from  any  district  of  the  United 
States  to  a  district  other  than  a  district  in  the 
same,  or  an  adjoining  State,  on  the  seanoast,  or  on 
a  navigable  river,  shall,  previous  to  her  departure, 
deliver  to  the  collector  residing  at  the  port  where 
^uch  ship  or  vessel  may  be,  if  there  is  one,  others 
wise  to  tne  collector  of  the  district  comprehending 
such  port,  or  to  a  surveyor  within  the  district,  as 
the  one  or  the  other  may  reside  nearest  to  the 
port  at  which  such  ship  or  vessel  may  be,  dupli- 
cate manifests  of  the  whole  cargo  on  ooard  such 
ship  or  vessel ;  or,  if  there  be  no  cargo  on  boanL 
he  shall  so  certify ;  and,  if  there  be  any  distilled 
spirits,  or  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  of  fo- 
reign, growth  or  manufacture  on  board,  other  thaa 
what  may,  by  the  collector,  be  deemed  sufficient 
for  sea  stores,  he  shall  specify,  in  such  manifests, 
the  marks  and  numbers  of  every  cask,  ba|^  box, 
chest,  or  package,  containing  the  same,  with  the 
name  ana  place  of  residence  of  every  shinper  and 
consignee  of  such  distilled  spirits  or  gooos  of  fo- 
reign growth  or  manufacture,  and  me  quantity 
shipped  by,  and  to  each,  to  be  by  him  sutecribed, 
land  to  the  truth  of  whicn  he  shall  swear  or  affirm, 
and  shall  also  swear  or  affirm,  before  the  said  col- 
lector or  surveyor,  that  such  goods,  wares  or  mer- 
chandise, of  foreign  growth  or  manufacture,  were, 
to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  beliefl  legally 
imported,  and  the  duties  thereupon  pain  or  se- 
cured; or,  if  spirits  distilled  within  the  United 
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Simtes,  that  the  duties  thereupon  hare  been  duly 
paid  or  secured ;  upoo  the  periomiaiice  of  which, 
and  not  before,  the  said  coUeetor  or  sunreyor  shall 
certiff  the  same  on  the  said  manifests,  one  of 
which  he  shall  return  to  the  master,  with  a  per- 
mit thereto  annexed,  anthorizing  him  to  proceed 
to  the  port  of  his  destination:  and  if  any  soch 
ship  or  vessel  shall  depart  from  the  port  where 
she  may  then  be,  having  distilled  spirits,  or  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  of  foreign  growth  or  ma- 
nufacture, on  board,  without  the  several  things 
herein  required  being  complied  with,  the  master 
thereof  shall  forfeit  one  hundred  dollars;  or,  if  the 
ladinff  be  of  goods  the  growth  or  manufkcture  &[ 
the  United  States  only,  or  if  such  ship  or  vessel 
have  no  car^o,  and  she  dejiart  without  the  several 
things  herein  required  being  complied  with,  the 
said  master  shall  forfeit  and  pay  fifty  dollars. 

Sbc.  17.  And  be  it  fitrther  entuied,  That  the 
master  or  commander  of  every  ship  or  vessel  li- 
censed to  carrv  on  the  coasting  trade,  arriving  at 
any  district  of  the  United  Sutes,  from  any  dis- 
trict other  than  a  district  in  the  same  or  an  ad- 
jcnning  State  on  the  seacoast,  or  on  a  navigable 
river,  shall  deliver  to  the  collector  residing  at  the 
port  where  she  may  arrive,  if  there  be  one,  other- 
wise to  the  collector  or  surveyor  in  the  district 
comprehending  such  port,  as  the  one  or  the  other 
may  reside  nearest  thereto,  if  the  collector  or  sur- 
veyor reside  at  a  disUnce  not  exceeding  five  mfles, 
within  twenty-four  hours,  or,  if  at  a  greater  dis- 
tance, within  forty-eight  hours  next  after  his  ar- 
rival ;  and,  previous  to  the  unlading  any  of  the 
goods  brought  in  such  ship  or  vessel,  the  manifest 
0[  the  cargo,  (if  there  be  any,)  certified  by  the 
c<^ector  or  surveyor  of  the  district  from  whence 
she  last  sailed^  and  shall  make  oath  or  affirmation 
before  the  said  collector  or  surveyor  that  there 
was  not,  when  he  sailed  from  the  district  where 
his  manifest  was  certified,  or  has  been  since,  or 
then  is,  any  more  or  other  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise, of  foreiffn  growth  or  manufacture,  or 
distilled  spirits,  (if  there  be  any  other  than  sea- 
stores  on  board  such  vessel,)  than  is  therein  men- 
tioned ;  uid,  if  there  be  no  such  ffoods,  he  shall  so 
swear  or  affirm;  and,  if  there  m  no  cargo  on 
board,  he  shall  produce  the  certificate  of  the  col- 
lector or  surveyor  of  the  district  from  whence  she 
last  sailed,  as  aforesaid,  that  such  is  the  case; 
whereupon  such  collector  or  surveyor  shaU  grant 
a  permit  for  unlading  the  whole  or  part  of  such 
cargo  (if  there  be  any)  within  his  district,  as  the 
master  may  request ;  and,  where  a  part  only  of 
the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  of  foreijp 
growth  or  manufacture,  or  of  distilled  spirits, 
brought  in  such  ship  or  vessel,  is  intended  to  be 
landed,  the  said  collector  or  survevor  shall  make 
an  endorsement  of  such  part,  on  tne  back  of  the 
manifest,  specifying  the  articles  to  be  landed,  and 
shall  return  such  manifest  to  the  master,  endors- 
ing also  thereon  his  permission  for  such  ship  or 
vessel  to  proceed  to  the  place  of  her  destination ; 
and,  if  the  master  of  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  ne- 

flect  or  refuse  to  deliver  the  manifest,  (or,  if  she 
as  no  cargo,  the  certificate^)  within  the  time 
herein  directed,  he  shall  forfeit  one  hundred  dol- 


lars, and  the  goods,  wares,  and  mcrtha»diwi,  of 
foreign  growth  or  manufiicture,  or  distilled  spirits, 
found  on  board,  or  landed  from  such  ship  or  vea- 
sd,  not  being  certified,  as  is  herein  required,  shaU 
be  forfeited ;  uid,  if  the  same  shall  amount  to  die 
value  of  eight  hundred  dollars,  such  ship  or  venel, 
with  her  tackle,  ai^iarel,  and  furniture,  shaD  be 
also  forfeited. 

Sbc.  18.  And  be  it  finder  enacted,  That  noting 
in  this  act  contains  diall  be  so  CQnstroed  as  to 
oblige  the  master  or  commander  of  any  ship  or 
vesM  licensed  for  carrying  on  the  coasting  trad^ 
bound  from  a  district  in  one  State  to  a  dimct  in 
the  same,  or  an  adjoining  State  on  the  seacoast, 
or  on  a  navigable  river,  having  on  board  goods^ 
wares,  or  merchandise,  (M  the  crowth,  product,  or 
manuttctures  of  the  United  States  oiuy,  (except 
distilled  spirits,)  or  distilled  spirits,  n^  more  than 
five  hundred  gulons,  wine  in  cado  not  more  than 
two  hundred  and  finy  gallons,  or  in  bottles  not 
more  than  one  hundred  doxens,  sugar,  in  casks  or 
boxes,  not  more  than  three  thousand  pounds,  tea. 
in  chests  or  boxes,  not  more  than  five  hundiea 
pounds,  coffee,  in  cado  or  bags,  not  more  than 
one  thousand  pounds,  or  foreign  merchandise,  in 
packages,  as  imported,  of  not  more  value  than 
four  hundred  dollars,  or  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
dise, consisting  of  such  enumerated  or  other  arti- 
cles of  foreign  growth  or  manufiicture,  or  of  both, 
whose  agopre^te  value  shall  be  not  more  than  euht 
hundred  doluurs,  to  deliver  a  manifest  thereo^or 
obtain  a  permit,  previous  to  her  departure,  or  on 
her  arrival  within  such  district,  to  make  any  re- 
port thereof;  but  such  master  shall  be  provided 
with  a  maipifest,  by  him  subscribed,  of  the  lading 
of  what  kind  soever,  which  was  on  board  swui 
ship  or  vessel  at  the  time  of  his  departure  ftom 
the  district  from  which  she  last  sailed,  and  if  die 
same,  or  any  part  of  such  lading,  consists  of  dis- 
tilled spirits,  or  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  of 
foreign  ffrowth  or  manufacture,  with  the  marks 
and  numbers  of  each  cask,  Inuj^.  box,  chest,  or  ytuck- 
a^  containing  the  same,  with  the  name  m  the 
snipper  and  consignee  oi  each,  which  manifest 
shall  be  by  him  euibited  for  the  mspection  of  any 
officer  of  the  revenue,  when  by  such  officer  there- 
unto required,  and  shall  also  inform  such  officer 
from  whence  such  ship  or  vessel  last  sailed,  and 
how  long  she  has  been  m  port,  when  by  him  so  in- 
terroffated ;  and  if  the  master  oi  such  ship  or  ves- 
sel shaU  not  be  provided,  on  his  arrival  within 
any  such  district,  with  a  manifest,  and  exhibit  the 
same,  as  is  herein  required,  if  the  lading  of  such 
ship  or  vessel  consist  wholly  of  goods  the  produce 
or  manufacture  of  the  United  States,  (dbtilled 
spirits  excepted^)  he  shaU  forfeit  twenty  dollars ; 
or,  if  there  oe  distilled  spirits,  or  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise,  of  foreign  growth  or  mantdactore, 
on  board,  excepting  what  may  be  sdficient  for 
sea  stores,  he  snail  forfeit  forty  dollars;  or,  if  he 
shall  refuse  to  answer  the  interrogatories  truly,  as 
is  herein  required,  he  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  cme 
hundred  dollars;  and  if  any  of  the  ffoods  laden  on 
board  such  ship  or  vessel  shaU  be  of  foreign  growth 
or  manufacture,  or  of  spirits  distilled  within  the 
I  United  States,  so  much  of  the  same  as  may  be 
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fooDd  on  board  such  ship  or  ressel,  and  which 
ahaU  not  be  included  in  the  manifest  exhibited  by 
such  matter,  shall  be  forfeited. 

Sbc.  19.  And  be  Ufwrtker  enacUd,  That  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  kmt  the  collector  of  the  district 
of  Pennsylrania  to  grant  permits  for  the  trans- 
portation of  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  of  fo- 
reign ffrowth  or  manufacture,  across  the  State  of 
New  Jersey  to  the  district  of  New  York,  or  across 
the  State  of  Delaware  to  any  district  in  the  State 
of  Maryland  or  Virffinia ;  and  for  the  collector  of 
the  district  of  New  Y  ork  to  grant  like  permits  for 
the  transportation  across  the  State  of  Niew  Jersey ; 
and  for  the  collector  of  any  district  of  Maryland 
or  Virginia  to  grant  like  permits  for  the  transport- 
ation across  the  State  of^  Delaware  to  the  district 
of  Pennsylvania :  Provided,  That  erery  such  per- 
mit shall  express  the  name  of  the  owner  or  person 
sending  sucn  goods,  and  of  the  pmon  or  persons 
to  whom  such  goods  shall  be  consi^ed,  with  the 
marks,  numbers,  and  description  of  the  packages, 
whether  bale,  box,  chest  or  otherwise,  and  the 
kind  of  gooos  contained  therein,  and  the  date 
when  granted ;  and  the  owner  or  person  sending 
such  goods  shall  swear. or  affirm  that  they  were 
legally  imported,  and  the  duties  thereupon  paid 
or  secured :  Ana  mmded,  also,  That  the  owner 
or  consignee  of  all  such  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise. shalL  within  twenty-four  hours  after  the 
arrival  thereor  at  the  place  to  which  they  were 
permitted  to  be  transported,  report  the  same  to 
the  collector  of  the  district  wtfere  they  shall  so 
arrive,  and  shall  deliver  up  the  permit  accom- 
panying^ the  same ;  and,  if  the  ownor  or  consignee 
aforesaid  shall  nefflect  or  refuse  to  make  due  entry 
of  such  ^:oods  wimin  the  time  and  in  the  manner 
herein  directed,  all  such  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, shall  be  subject  to  forfeiture ;  and,  if  the 
I>ermit  gpuited  shall  not  be  given  up  within  the 
tune  limited  for  making  the  said  report,  the  per- 
son or  persons  to  whom  it  was  granted,  neglecting 
or  refusing  to  deliver  it  up,  shall  forfeit  nfty  dol- 
lars for  every  twenty-four  hours  it  shall  be  with- 
held afterwards:  Provided,  That  where  the  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  to  be  transported  in  man- 
ner aforesaid,  shall  be  of  less  value  than  eight 
hundred  dollars,  the  said  oath  and  permit  shall  not 
bjb  deemed  necessary,  nor  shall  the  owner  or  con- 
supee  be  obliged  to  make  rej^rt  to  the  collector 
of  the  district  where  the  said  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  shall  arrive. 

Sac.  20.  And  beii  further  enacted,  That,  when 
any  ship  or  vessel  of'^the  United  States,  registered 
aceordinff  to  law,  shall  be  emirfoy  ed  in  going  from 
any  one  district  in  the  United  States  to  any  other 
district,  such  ship  or  vessel,  and  the  master  or  com- 
mander thereof,  with  the  goods  she  may  have  on 
board,  previous  to  her  departure  from  the  dutrict 
where  she  ma]r  be,  and  also  upon  her  arrival  in 
any  other  district,  shall  be  subject  (except  as  to 
the  payment  of  fees)  to  the  same  regulations,  pro- 
visions, penalties,  and  forfeitures;  and  the  like  du- 
ties are  imposed  on  like  officers  as  is  provided  by 
the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  sections  of  this  act 
for  ships  or  vessels  licensed  for  carrying  on  the 
eoasting  trader  Provided,  hawemr,  lW  noMng 


herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to 
registered  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
having  on  board  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  oi 
foreign  ffrowth  or  manufacture,  brought  into  ike 
United  States  in  such  ship  or  vessel  from  a  fo- 
reijg^  port,  and  on  which  the  duties  have  not  been 
paid  or  secured,  accordiuff  to  law. 

Sec.  21.  Ana  be  itjurther  enacted,  That,  when^ 
any  ship  or  vessel,  licensed  for  carrying  on  the 
fishery,  shall  be  intended  to  touch  and  trade  at 
any  foreign  port  or  place,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  master,  commander,  or  owner,  to  obtain  per- 
mission for  that  purpo«te  from  the  collector  of  the 
district  where  such  ship  or  vessel  may  be,  previous 
to  her  departure^  and  the  master  or  commander 
(^  every  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  deliver  like  ma- 
nifests and  make  like  entries,  both  of  the  ship 
or  vessel  and  of  the  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise 
on  board,  within  the  same  time,  and  under  the 
same  penalty  as,  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
are  provided  for  ships  or  vessels  of  the  Unitea 
States  arrivinff  from  a  forei^  port  And  if  any 
ship  or  vessel  licensed  for  carrying  on  the  fisheries 
shall  be  found  within  three  leagues  of  the  coast 
with   goods,  wares,  or   merchuidise  of  foreign 

growth  or  manufacture  exceeding  the  value  of 
ve  hundred  dollars,  without  having  such  permis- 
sion as  is  herein  directed,  such  ship  or  vessel,  to- 
ffether  with  the  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  'of 
foreign  growth  or  manufacture  imported  therein, 
shall  be  subject  to  seizure  and  forfeiture. 

Sbc.  22.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  mas- 
ter or  commander  of  every  ship  or  vessel  employ- 
ed in  the  transportation  of  goods  from  distnct  to 
district  that  shall  put  into  a  port  other  than  the 
one  to  which  she  was  bound,  shall,  within  twenty- 
four  hours  of  his  arrival,  if  there  be  an  officer  re- 
siding at  such  port,  and  she  continue  there  so  long, 
make  report  of  his  arrival  to  such  officer,  with  the 
name  of^the  place  he  came  from,  and  to  which  he 
is  bound,  with  an  account  of  his  lading ;  and  if  the 
master  of  such  ship  or  vessel  shaU  neglect  or  re- 
fuse to  do  the  same,  he  shaU  forfeit  twenty  dollars. 
Sec.  23.  And  be  U  further  evicted,  That  if  the 
master  or  commander  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  em- 
ployed in  the  transportation  df  goods  from  district 
to  oistrict,  having  on  board  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise of  foreiffn  growth  or  manufacture,  or  dis- 
tilled spirits,  shall,  on  his  arrival  at  the  port  to 
which  he  was  destined,  have  lost  or  mislaid  the 
certified  manifest  of  the  same,  or  the  permit  which 
was  ffiven  therefor,  by  the  collector  or  surveyor  of 
the  district  from  wnence  he  sailed,  the  collector  of 
the  district  where  he  shall  so  arrive  shall  take 
bond  for  the  payment  of  the  duties  on  such  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise  of  forei^  ^owth  or  ma- 
nu&eture,  or  distilled  spirits,  witbm  six  months, 
in  the  same  manner  as  tnougn  they^  were  import- 
ed from  a  foreign  country :  Provided,  however. 
Such  bond  shall  be  cancelled,  if  the  said  mas- 
ter shall  deliver,  or  cause  to  be  delivered,  to  the 
collector  taking  such  bond,  and  within  the  term 
therein  limited  for  payment,  a  certificate  from  the 
collector  or  surveyor  of  the  district  from  whence 
he  sailed  that  such  goods  were  legally  exported 
in  such  ship  or  vessel  from  such  diimct 
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Sac.  84.  Ani  be  U  fiaiher  enacted,  Thftt  the 
OMcter  or  commander  Merenrfore^n  shiporTes- 
•d,  bound  from  a  district  in  tne  United  States  to 
any  other  district  within  the  same,  shall,  in  all 
eases,  prerious  to  her  departare  firom  such  district, 
delirer  to  the  eoUector  of  such  district  dnplicate 
manifests  of  the  lading  on  board  such  snip  or  ves- 
•d,  if  there  be  anf ,  or,  if  there  be  none,  ne  shaU 
declare  that  snch  is  the  case,  and  to  the  troth 
of  such  manifests  or  declamtion,  he  shall  swear 
#r  affirm,  and  also  obtain  a  pmoit,  from  the 
said  collector,  aothorising  him  to  proceed  to  the 
place  of  his  destination.  And  tne  master  or 
eommander  of  erery  such  ship  or  TesseL  on  his 
arriral  within  any  district,  from  any  other  dis- 
trict, shall,  in  all  cases,  within  forty-«ight  hours 
after  his  arriral,  and  merioos  to  the  imlading  any 
foods  firom  on  board  such  ship  or  resseL  delirer 
to  the  collector  of  the  district  where  ne  may 
have  artiTed,  a  manifest  of  the  goods  laden  on 
board  saeh  ship,  or  vessel,  if  any  there  be,  or  if 
ia  ballast  onlv,  he  shall  so  declare,  and  to  the 
tmth  of  whica  manifest  or  declaration,  he  shall 
iwear  or  affirm;  and,  also,  that  such  manifest eoa- 
lains  an  account  of  all  the  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
dandise  which  were  on  board  such  ship  or  res- 
•el,  at  the  dme,  or  hare  been,  since  her  dqMurtnre 
horn  the  place,  from  whence  she  shall  be  reported 
last  to  hare  sailed;  and  he  shall  also  deliyer  to 
aoeh  collector  the  permit  which  was  giren  him 
from  the  collector  of  the  district  from  whence  he 
ttiled.  And  if  the  master  or  commander  of  any 
fttch  ship  or  ressel,  shaU  neglect  or  refiise  comply- 
ing with  any  of  the  requirements  herein  made,  he 
afaall  forfeit  one  hundred  dollars :  Provided,  al- 
miye,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  ecm- 
•trued  as  affecting  the  payment  of  tomiage,  or 
any  other  requirements  which  such  ships  or  res- 
•cls  are  now  subject  to  by  the  present  existing 
laws  of  the  United  Stales. 

Sec.  35.  And  be  U  Jwther  emuied.  That  in 
arery  case,  where  the  collector  is,  by  this  act,  di- 
rected to  grant  any  enrolment,  license,  certificate, 
fetmit,  or  other  document,  the  naral  officer  resid- 
ing at  the  port  (if  there  be  one)  shall  sign  the 
aame,  and  every  surveyor  who  shall  eertify  a  ma- 
nifest or  grant  a  permit,  or  who  shall  receive  any 
aertiaed  manifest,  or  a  permit  as  is  provided  for  in 
thif  act^  shall  make  monthly  returns  tl»ereo£  or 
aooner,  if  it  can  conveniently  be  made,  to  the  coUee- 
tor  of  the  district  where  sucn  surveyor  may  reside. 

Sao.  26.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That,  hvSote 
any  ship  or  vessel,  or  the  burden  of  five  tons  and 
less  than  twenty  tons,  shall  be  licensed,  the  same 
admeasurement  shall  be  made  of  such  ship  or  ves- 
sel, and  the  same  provisions  observed  relative  theie- 
to,  as  are  to  be  observed  in  case  of  admeasuring 
snips  or  vessels  to  be  registered  or  enrolled ;  but 
in  aU  oases  where  su^h  snip  or  vessel,  or  any  other 
licensed  ship  or  vessel,  shall  have  been  once  ad- 
measured, it  shall  not  be  necessary  to  measure 
luch  ship  or  vessel  anew,  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining another  enrolment  or  license,  except  such 
•hip  or  vessel  shall  have  tmdeigone  some  altera- 
tion as  to  her  burden,  subsequent  to  the  time  of 
her  former  license^ 


Sac.  87. 
be  kwfid  for  ai^  odfeer  of  the  levcnt  to  go  4m 
board  of  any  ship  or  veasci,  whether  eke  sral  he 
within  or  withoot  his  district,  and  the  same  to 
inspect,  search,  and  fnramlni»j  and  if  it  ehaU  ap- 
pear that  any  breach  of  the  laws  of  tkm  United 
States  has  been  committed,  whereby  each  ship  or 
vessel,  or  the  goods,  waiei^  and  menehandisp  on 
board,  or  any  part  thereof  is,  or  are  liable  to  ler- 
leilnre,  to  make  seiziire  of  the  same. 

SBC.S8.  And  beitjmihertnacted,  That,  in  every 
case  where  a  fodcimre  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  at 
any  goods,  wares,  er  aMrehandise  shell  aeenie,  it 
shall  be  the  dniv  of  the  coUeccoc,  er  other  proper 
c4&eer,  who  shall  give  Botiee  of  tiie  seiaese  of  soek 
'8hq>  or  vessel,  or  itf  such  goods,  wares,  er  mer- 
chandise,  to  insert  in  the  same  advertisemeBt  the 
name  or  names  and  the  place  or  place i  of  resi- 
deaee  of  the  person  or  persons  te  whom  any  aeeii 
ship  or  vessel,  foeds^  wares,  and  merohaadiae  be- 
longed or  were  consigned,  at  die  time  of  sueii  eaa- 
sure,  if  the  same  shall  be  known  to  hia&. 

Sag  29.  Andbeiijur^  emmcted,  That  every 
collector  who  shall  knowingiy  aMke  any  leeordef 
enrolment  or  licoise  of  any  sh^  er  vessel,  ami 
every  other  officer  or  person,  appomted  hy,  or  ai- 
der them,  who  shaU  make  any  reoevi,  or  grant  any 
eeitifioate  or  otiierdoeement  whatever,  eontraiT  to 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  oi  this  act,  or  snali 
take  any  other  or  greater  fees  than  are  by  thisaet 
allowed,  or  shidl  receive,  for  any  service  pcsibrai- 
ed  pursuant  to  Ihis  act,  any  rewlurd  or  gntnity, 
and  every  surveyor  or  other  person  appointed  to 
measure  ships  er  vessels,  who  shall  wilfrdiy  de- 
liver to  any  eoUector  or  naval  officer  a  frdse  de- 
scription of  any  ship  or  vessel,  to  be  enrolled  er 
licensed,  in  pnwuanfe  of  this  act,  shall  upon  con- 
viction of  any  such  neglect  er  oflbnee,  forfeit  te 
the  United  States  five  hundred  doUan,  and  he 
rendered  inei^pableof  serving  in  any  office  of  tivsc 
or  profit  tmder  the  United  States.  And  if  any 
penonauthorizedand  jreguhred  hf  this  act,  in  re- 
spect to  his  office,  to  perform  any  aet  or  thiag  ve- 
quired  by  this  act,  shall  wilfully  n^leot  or  r«bse 
to  do  and  perform  the  same,  aceordmff  to  the  true 
intent  and  meaniag  of  this  act,  such  person^  on 
being  duly  convicted  thereof,  if  not  hereby  subject 
to  the  penalty  and  disqualifications  aforesaid,  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  fivehundrad  dollars  for 
the  first  offence,  and  a  like  sum  for  the  second  o^ 
fence,  and  shall  from  thenceforward  be  rendered 
incapable  of  holding  any  office  of  trust  or  profit 
under  the  United  States. 

Sbc.  dO,  And  be  it  Jurtiier  enacted,  That,  if  any 
person  or  persons  shall  swear  or  affirm  to  any  at 
the  matters  herein  lequlred  to  be  verified,  kaomMr 
the  same  to  be  false,  such  person  or  persons  shaft 
suffer  the  like  pains  and  jftenalties  as  shall  be  in- 
curred by  persons  comnutting  wilfol  and  corrupt 
perjury.  And  if  any  person  or  persons  shidl  fof|r^ 
counterfeit,  erase,  alter,  or  falsify  any  enrolment, 
license,  certifieate,  permit,  or  other  document, 
mentioned  or  reqmred  in  thia  aet  to  be  granted  by 
any  officer  of  the  revenue,  such  person  os  persona 
so  offending  shall  forfoit  five  hundred  doUa^ 

8eOt31.  And  be  UJiaiher  enacted,  Thnt  if  maj 
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person  or  pertons  shi^ll  as^ult,  resist,  obstruct,  or 
Kinder  any  officer  in  the  execution  or  this  act,  or 
of  any  other  act  or  law  of  the  United  States  herein 
mentioned,  or  of  any  of  the  powers  or  authorities 
Tested  in  him  by  this  act,  or  any  other  act  or  laW; 
as  aforesaid,  all  and  every  person  and  persons  so 
offending  shall,  for  every  such  ofieuce,  for  which 
no  other  penaltv  is  particularly  provided,  forfeit 
five  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  32.  And  be  itJMJur  ehacted,  That  if  any 
licensed  ship  or  vessel  ^all  be  transferred,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  to  any  person  who  is  not  at  the 
time  of  sucn  transfer  a  citizen  of  and  resident 
within  the  United  States^  or  if  any  such  ship  or 
vessel  shall  be  employed  m  any  other  trade  than 
that  fbr  which  she  is  licensed,  or  shall  be  found 
with  a  forced  or  altered  license,  or  one  granted  for 
any  other  shin  or  vessel,  every  such  ship  or  vessel, 
with  her  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  and  the 
cargo  fptmd  on  board  her,  shall  be  forfeited. 

&c.  33.  Provided,  neverihelest.  and  he  itfiir' 
iher  encutedy  That  in  all  cases  where  the  whole, 
or  any  part,  of  the  lading  or  carso  on  board  any 
:i(hip  or  vessel  shall  belong  oonajide  to  any  person 
or  persons  other  than  the  master,  owner,  or  ma- 
riners of  such  ship  or  vessel,  and  upon  wnich  the 
duties  shall  have  been  previously  paid  or  secured, 
according  to  law,  shall  oe  exempted  from  any  for*- 
feiture  under  thb  act,  anything  therein  contained 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  34.  And  be  it  further  enac^d^  That  the 
i^  and  afiowances  for  the  set^hil  duties  and  ser- 
vices to  be  perfbrmed  in  virtue  of  this  act  s^all  be 
as  follow,  that  is  to  say : 

For  admeasuring  every  ship  or  vessel,  in  oider 
to  the  enrolment  or  licensing  and  recording  the 
«Bme,  if  of  the  burden  of  five  tons,  and  less  than 
twenty  tons,  fifty  cents ;  if  of  twentv  tons,  imd  not 
exceeding  seventy  tons,  seventy-nve  cents;  if 
above  seventy  tons,  and  not  exceeding  ohe  hun- 
dred tons,  one  hunared  cents ;  if  above  one  hun- 
dred tons,  one  hundred  and  fif^  cents* 

For  every  cenificate  of  ^rdlment^  flftjr  cents. 

For  every  endorsement  on  a  certificate  of  en- 
rolment, twenty  cents. 

For  every  license,  and  granting  the  same,  in- 
eluding  the  bond,  if  not  exceeding  twenty  tons, 
•twenty-five  cents ;  if  above  twenty,  and  not  more 
than  one  hundred  tons,  fifty  cents ;  and  if  more 
than  one  hundred  tons,  one  hundred  cents. 

For  every  endorsement  on  a  license,  twenty 
^ents. 

For  certifying  manifests,  and  granting  a  permit 
for  a  licensed  vessel  to  proceed  fVom  district  to 
district,  twehty-five  cents,  if  less  than  fifty  tons  \ 
and  if  above  fihy  tons,  fifty  cents. 

For  receiving  a  certified  manifest,  and  granting 
a  permit  on  the  arrival  (^such  vessel,  twenty-five 
•cents,  if  less  than  fifty  tons;  and  if  above  fifty  tons, 
fifty  cents. 

For  certifying  manifests,  and  mntintf  a  permit 
for  a  registered  vessel  to  proceed  from  district  to 
district,  one  hundred  and  fifty  cents. 

For  receiving  a  certified  manifest,  and  granting 
a  permit,  on  the  arrival  of  such  registered  vessel 
one  hundred  and  fifty  cents. 


For  ^ntihg  a  jpehnit  for  a  vessel,  not  belonging 
to  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  Umtied  States,  to 
proceed  from  district  to  district,  and  receiving  the 
manifest,  two  hundred  cents. 

For  receiving  a  manifest,  and  granting  a  permit 
to  unload,  fbr  such  last  mentioned  vessel,  on  her 
arrival  in  one  district  from  another  district,  two 
hundred  cents. 

For  granting  a  bermit  fbr  a  vessel  carrying  ofi 
the  fishery,  to  trade  at  a  foreign  port,  twenty-five 
cents;  and  for  the  report  and  entty  of  any  foreign 
goods  imported  in  such  vessel,  twenty-five  cents. 

And  wnere  a  surveyor  shall  certify  a  mi^nifest. 
or  grant  a  permit,  o^  receive  a  certified  manifest 
and  mnt  a  permit  the  fees  arising  therefrom 
shall  oe  received  by  niin  solely  for  his  tise.  And 
aU  other  fbes  arising;  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  be 
received  and  accounted  for  by  the  collector,  o^,  at 
^his  option,  by  the  haviil  officer,  where  the^e  is  one; 
\uid  where  tnere  is  a  coUector.  naval  officer^  akid 
surveyor,  shall  be  e^uaUy  divided,  monthly,  be- 
tween the  said  officers;  and  where  there  is  no 
MMralaOeet^  t#o4hiidatio  ^  ^ottdiBtot^aiid  tbib 
other  third  Pi  Ae*  Mrvbyor;  and  Inhere  there  is 
only  a  collector,  he  shall  receive  the  whole  amount 
thereof;  and  where  there  is  more  than  one  sur<> 
veyor  ill  any  district,  each  of  them  shall  receive 
his  proportionable  part  of  such  fees  as  shall  aris^ 
in  the  port  for  which  he  is  appointed :  Protidedy 
always,  That,  in  aU  cases  where  the  tonnage  dt 
any  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  asceilained.  by  any 
person  appjointed  for  that  puq)Ose,  such  person 
shall  be  paid  a  reasonable  compensation  therefor, 
out  of  the  fees  aforesaid,  before  any  distribution 
thereof  as  aforesaid ;  and  every  collector  and  naval 
(^cer,  and  every  surveyor,  wno  shall  reside  at  a 
port  where  there  is  no  collector,  shall  cause  to  be 
mOmd^sM  ecmmMf  kept  in  sottv  taisfA^eKis 

See  of  hje^^ce^,  a  mt  table  of  the  vMes  of  ito 
nandabk  bf  thiii  act 

Sbo.  35.  And  be  it  fiarOiet  mddtd,  Thiit  Hdi 
penaktea  and  fbiMiares  which  ehi^  he  ificokted 
by  virAie  and  force  of  this  act,  shaU  and  may  be 
aued  for,  prooeouted,  and  reedvered  in  like  manner 
as  penahfes  aftd  ftnehilrea  iaearred  by  virtue  «f 
the  act,  entitled  '^A^act  to  regulate  the  eoOectiaa 
of  the  doiies  imposed  by  law  onj|<oeds,wareB)  and 
merebandiae  imported  into  the  Iniited  States^  aod 
on  the  tonaage  of  ships  or  vesselS)"  may  be  soed 
for,  proseeuied,  and  reeoveved,  aadehldl  oe  amro^ 
piated  in  Hke  manner:  Presided,  tUwutjfs,  Iwi 
if  any  offieer,  entitled  to  a  part  or  share  of  waf 
saeh  penalty  or  ibrfeitiire,  shaU  be  necessary  as  a 
witness  on  the  ti^  for  such  penalty  t;/r  forfeitul^ 
such  officer  may  be  a  wimesa  upin  the  said  trial: 
but  in  such  case  he  shall  not  receive,  or  be  entitled 
to  any  part  oi  sharie  of  the  said  penalty  or  forfeit- 
ure, and  the  part  or  share  to  which  he  would 
otherwise  have  been  entitled,  shall  accrue  to  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  36.  And  he  it  fiMUr  enacted,  ThAt  this 
act  shall  commence  and  take  effect  ftokn  and  aftet 
the  last  dky  of  May  nelt  and  thenceforth  the  act, 
entitled  ^'  An  act  for  registeriiig  and  clearing  ves^ 
sels,  regulating  the  coasting  trade,  and  for  othet 
purpo^,"  and  also  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  td 
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explain  and  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  An  act  for 
registering  and  clearing  vessels,  regulating  the 
coasting  trade,  and  for  other  purposes,"  shall  be 
repealed  and  cease  to  operate,  excej)t  as  to  the  ira- 
licuty  of  the  registers,  records,  enrolments,  and 
licenses,  with  the  certificates  and  documents,  which 
shall  have  been  done  or  granted,  in  pursuance  of 
those  acts,  prior  to  the  first  day  or  June  next, 
which  shall  continue  to  be  of  the  like  force  and 
effect  as  if  the  said  acts  were  not  repealed ;  and 
except,  also,  as  to  the  prosecution^,  recovenr,  and 
distribution  of,  and  for  nnes,  penalties,  and  forfeit- 
ures, which  may  have  been  incurred  prior  to  the 
first  day  of  June  next,  for  which  purpose,  likewise, 
the  saia  acts  shaU  continue  in  force. 

Sec.  37.  And  be  it  further  efuutedy  That  nothing 
in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  any  boat 
or  lighter,  not  bein^g  masted,  or  if  masted,  and  not 
decked,  employed  in  the  harbor  of  any  town  or 
city.  • 

Approved,  February  18, 1793. 


An  Act  providing  oompensatioii  to  t^  PiMident  and 
Vice  Praadent  of  the  United  States. 


Be  it  eruicted,  S-Cj  That,  from  and  after  the 
third  day  of  March,  m  the  present  year^  the  com- 
pensation of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars 
per  annum,  with  the  use  of  che  furniture  and  other 
efiects  belon^fing  to  the  United  States,  and  now  in 
possession  oi  the  President ;  and  that  of  the  Vice 
President,  at  the  rate  of  five  thousand  dollars  per 
annum,  in  full  for  their  respective  services,  to  be 
pai^ quarter-yearly  at  the  Treasury. 

Approved,  February  18, 1793. 

An  Act  to  repeal  peii  of  a  ReeelylMMi  of  Congreee  oi 
the  twentgr-ninth  of  Aagnet,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-eight,  respecting  the  inhehitants 
of  Poet  Saint  Vincents. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  ao  much  of  the  resolu* 
tion  of  Congress  of  the  twenty-ninth  of  August, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-ei^ht,  as 
requires  the  French  and  Canadian  inhabitants, 
and  other  settlers  at  Post  Saint  Vincents,  to  pay 
£or  the  survey  of  the  several  traels  whieh  they 
rightfully  claimed,  and  which  had  been  allotted  to 
tton,  according  to  the  laws  and  usages  of  the 
Government,  imder  which  they  had  settldl,  be, 
and  hereby  is,  repealed:  and  that  such  surveys 
thereof,  as  may  have  been  made,  be  paid  for  by 
the  United  States,  not  exeeedins  tne  rates  hitherto 
established  by  Congress  for  making  surveys. 

Approved,  February  21, 1793. 

An  Act  to  promote  the  progress  of  Usefiil  Arts,  snd  to 
repeal  tne  Act  heret^re  made  for  that  purpose. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c.  That  when  any  person  or 
persons,  being  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  shall  allege  that  he  or  they  have  invented 
lUiy  new  and  useful  art,  machine,  manufacture  or 
composition  of  matter,  or  anv  new  and  useful  im-, 
provement  on  any  art,  macnine,  manufacture  or 
composition  of  matter,  not  known  or  used  before 


the  application,  and  shall  present  a  petition  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  signifying  a  desire  of  obtaining 
an  exclusive  property  in  the  same,  and  praying 
that  a  patent  may  be  granted  therefor,  it  snail  and 
may  be  lawful  for  the  said  Secretary  of  State  to 
cause  letters  patent  to  be  made  out  in  the  name  of 
the  United  States,  bearing  teste  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  reciting  the  aUe^tions  and 
suggestions  of  the  said  petition,  and  giving  a  short 
description  of  the  said  mvention  or  discovery,  and 
theseupon  granting  to  such  petitioner  or  petition- 
ers, his,  her,  or  their  heirs^  administrators  or  aa- 
siffns,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  fourteen  vears,  the 
full  and  exclusive  right  and  liberty  or  makings 
constructing,  using  and  vending  to  others  to  be 
used,  the  said  invention  or  discovery,  which  letters 
patent  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Attorney  General 
of  the  United  States,  to  be  examined ;  wno,  within 
fifteen  days  after  such  delivery,  if  he  finds  the 
same  contormable  to  this  act,  shall  certify  accord- 
ingly at  the  foot  thereof,  ana  return  the  same  ta 
the  Secretary  of  State^  who  shall  present  the  let- 
ters patent  thus  certified^  to  be  signed,  and  shall 
cause  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  thereto- 
affixed ;  and  the  same  shall  be  good  and  available 
to  the  grantee  or  grantees,  by  force  of  this  act,  and 
shall  M  recorded  in  a  book,  to  be  kept  for  that 
purpose,  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  delivered  to  the  patentee  or  his  order. 

Sec.  2.  Provided  aiwavSyOnd  be  it  further  enacts 
eci,  That  any  person  who  shall  have  discovered 
an  improvement  in  the  principle  of  any  muMnft^ 
or  in  the  process  of  any  composition  of  matter, 
which  shall  have  been  patented,  and  shall  have 
obtained  a  patent  for  such  improvement,  he  shall 
not  be  at  liberty  to  make,  use,  or  vend  the  original 
discovery,  nor  shall  the  first  inventor  be  at  liberty 
to  use  the  improvement.  And  it  is  hereby  enact- 
ed and  declared,  that  simplv  changing  the  form  or 
the  proiK>rtionsof  any  macnine,  or  composition  of 
matter,  in  any  degree,  shall  not  be  deemed  a  dis- 
covery. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  every 
inventor,  before  he  can  receive  a  patent,  shall 
swear  or  affirm  that  he  does  verily  believe  that 
he  is  the  true  inventor  or  discoverer  of  the  art, 
machine,  or  improvement  for  which  he  solicits  a 
patent,  which  oath  or  amrmation  may  be  made 
before  any  person  authorized  to  administer  oaths^ 
and  shall  deliver  a  written  description  of  his  in* 
vention,  and  of  the  manner  of  using,  or  process  of 
compounding  the  same,  in  such  fulL  clear,  and 
exact  terms,  as  to  distinguish  the  same  from  all 
other  things  before  known,  and  to  enable  imy  per- 
son skilled  in  the  art  or  science,  of  which  it  is  a 
branch,  or  with  which  it  is  most  nearly  connected, 
to  make,  compound,  and  use  the  same.  And  in 
the  case  of  any  macnine,  he  shall  fully  explain  the 
principle,  and  the  several  modes  in  whicn  he  has 
contemplated  the  application  of  that  principle  or 
character,  by  which  it  may  be  distinguished  from 
other  inventions;  and  he  shall  accompany  the 
whole  with  drawings  and  written  references^ 
where  the  nature  of  toe  case  admits  of  drawings, 
or  with  specimens  of  the  ingredients,  and  of  the 
composition  of  matter,  sufficient  in  quantity  for 
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tke  purpose  of  ezpenment,  where  the  inyention  is 
of  a  composition  of  matter ;  which  description, 
signed  by  himself,  and  attested  by  two  witnesses, 
^aU  be  nied  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  certified  copies  thereof  shall  be  competent 
evidence,  in  all  Courta,  where  any  matter  or  thing, 
touehinff  such  patent  right,  shall  come  in  Ques- 
tion. And  such  inventor  shall,  moreover,  deliver 
a  model  of  his  machine,  provided  the  Secretary 
shall  deem  such  model  to  be  necessary. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  an^  mventor,  his  executor,  or  ad- 
ministrator^  to  assign  the  title  and  interest  in  the 
said  invention,  at  any  time,  and  the  assignee  hav- 
ing recorded  the  said  assignment,  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  State.  sEblU  thereafter  stand  in 
the  place  of  the  original  inventor,  both  as  to  right 
and  responsibility,  and  so  the  assignees  of  assigns, 
to  any  degree. 

Sbc.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
person  shall  make,  devise,  and  use^or  sell  the  thing 
so  invented,  the  exclusive  right  ol  which  shall,  as 
aforesaid,  have  been  secured  to  any  person  bj  pa- 
tent, without  the  consent  of  the  patentee,  his  ex- 
ecutors, administrators,  or  assigns,  first  obtained  in 
writing,  every  person  so  offending  shall  forfeit  and 
pay,  to  the  patentee,  a  sum  that  shall  be  at  least 
equid  to  three  times  the  price  for  which  the  pa- 
tentee has  usually  sold  or  Licensed  to  other  persons 
the  use  of  the  said  invention ;  which  may  be  re- 
covered in  an  action  on  the  case^  founded  on  this 
act,  in  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States,  or 
any  other  Court  having  competent  jurisdiction. 

Seo.  6.  Providedalwaya,  andbeitfuriher  enact- 
edj  That  the  defendant  in  such  action  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  plead  the  general  issue,  and  give  this  act 
and  any  special  matter,  of  which  notice  in  writing 
may  have  been  ffiven  to  the  plaintiff  or  his  attor- 
ney, thirty  days  oefore  trial,  in  evidence,  tending 
to  prove  that  the  specification  filed  by  the  plaintiff 
does  not  contain  the  whole  truth  relative  to  his 
discovery,  or  that  it  contains  more  than  is  neces- 
sarv  to  produce  the  described  effect,  which  con- 
cealment or  addition  shall  fully  appear  to  have 
been  made,  for  the  purpose  of  deceiving  the  public, 
or  that  the  thing,  thus  secured  by  patent,  was  not 
originally  discovered  by  the  patentee,  but  had  been 
in  use,  or  had  been  described  in  some  public  work, 
anterior  to  the  supposed  discovery  of  tne  patentee, 
or  that  he  had  surreptitiously  ootained  a  patent 
for  the  discovery  of  another  person ;  in  either  of 
which  cases,  juclgment  shall  oe  rendered  for  the 
defendant,  with  costs,  and  the  patent  shall  be  de- 
clared void. 

Sec.  7.  Asid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  where 
any  State,  before  its  adoption  of  the  present  form 
of  Government,  shall  have  granted  an  exclusive 
right  to  any  invention,  the  party  claiming  that 
right  shall  not  be  capable  of^ obtaining  an  exclu- 
sive right  under  this  act  but  on  relinquishing;  his 
right  under  such  particular  State,  and  of  su^  re- 
linquishment, his  obtaining  an  exclusive  right 
under  this  act  shall  be  sufficient  evidence. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it fiirther  enacted,  That  the  per- 
sons whose  applications  for  patents  were,  at  the 
time  of  passing  this  act,  depending  before  the  Se- 


cretary of  State.  Secretary  at  War,  and  Attorney 
General,  according  to  the  act,  passed  the  second 
session  of  the  first  Congressj  entitled  "  An  act  to 
promote  the  progress  of  Usetul  Arts,"  on  comply- 
ing with  the  conditions  of  this  act,  and  paying  the 
fees  herein  required,  may  pursue  their  respective 
claims  to  a  patent  under  the  same. 

Sbc.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case 
of  interfering  applications,  the  same  shall  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  arbitration  of  three  persons,  one  of 
whom  shall  be  chosen  by  each  of  the  applicants, 
and  the  third  person  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
Secretary  of  State ;  and  the  decision  or  award  of 
such  arbitrators,  delivered  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  in  writing,  and  subscribed  by  them,  or  any 
two  of  them,  shall  be  final,  as  far  as  respects  the 
granting  of  tne  patent :  and  if  either  of  tne  appli- 
cants shall  refuse  or  fail  to  choose  an  arbitrator, 
the  patent  shall  issue  to  the  opposite  party.  And 
where  there  shall  be  more  than  two  interfering 
applications,  and  the  parties  applying  shall  not  aU 
unite  in  appointing  three  arbitrators,  it  shall  be  in 
the  power  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  ^point 
three  arbitrators  for  the  purpose. 

Sec  10.  And  be  itfurmer  enacted,  That,  upon 
oath  or  affirmation  Ming  made,  before  the  Judge 
of  the  District  Court,  where  the  patentee,  his  ex- 
ecutors, administrators,  or  assijg^ns  reside,  that  any 
patent,  which  shall  be  issued  in  pursuance  of  this 
act,  was  obtained  surreptitiously,  or  npon  false 
suggestion,  and  motion  made  to  the  said  Court, 
within  three  years  after  issuing  the  said  patent, 
but  not  afterwards,  it  shiall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  Judge  of  the  said  District  Court,  if  the  matter 
alleged  shall  appear  to  him  to  be  sufficient  to  gnmt 
a  nue,  that  the  patentee,  or  his  executor,  adminis- 
trator, or  assign,  show  cause  why  process  should 
not  issue  against  him  to  repeal  such  patent.  And 
if  sufficient  cause  shall  not  be  shown  to  the  con- 
trary, the  rule  shall  be  made  absolute,  and  there- 
upon the  said  Judge  shall  order  process  to  be  issued 
against  such  patentee,  or  his  executors,  adminis- 
trators^ or  assigns,  with  costs  of  suit.  And  in  ease 
no  suflnoient  cause  shall  be  shown  to  the  contrary, 
or  if  it  shall  appear  that  the  patentee  was  not  the 
true  inventor  or  discoverer,  judgment  shall  be  ren- 
dered by  such  Court  for  the  re^al  of  such  patent  j 
and  if  the  party,  at  whose  complaint  the  process 
issued,  shall  have  judgment  given  against  him,  he 
shall  pay  all  such  costs  as  the  defendant  shall  be 

?ut  to,  in  defending  the  suit,  to  be  taxed  by  the 
/ourt,  and  recovered  in  due  course  of  law. 
Sbo.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
inventor,  before  he  presents  his  petition  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  State,  signifyinjB^  his  desire  of  obtaining 
a  patent,  shall  pay  into  the  Treasury  thirty  doir 
lars,  for  which  he  shall  take  dupticate  receipts : 
one  of  which  receipts  he  shaU  deliver  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  when  he  presents  his  petition ; 
and  the  money  thus  paid  snail  be  in  full  for  the 
sundry  services  to  be  performed  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  consequent  on  such  peti- 
tion, and  shall  pass  to  the  account  of  clerk-hire  in 
that  office :  Provided,  nevertheleee.  That  for  every 
copy,  which  may  be  required  at  the  said  office,  w 
any  paper  respectiD^  any  patent  that  has  been 
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granted,  the  person  ol>taimnp^  such  topy,  shall  pay 
at  the  rate  of  twenty  cents  ror  erery  copy-sheet  of 
one  httndred  words,  and  for  every  copy  of  a  draw- 
ittff.  the  party  obtaining  the  same  shall  pay  two 
dolmrs ;  of  which  payments,  an  accoont  shall  be 
tendeved  annually  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  and  they  shall  also  pass  to  the  account  of 
ekrk-hire  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  H  fiirther  enacted^  That  the 
act  passed  the  tenth  day  t)f  A])nl,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  promote  the  prograss  of  Useiul  Arts."  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  repealed :  PromdedLahiaijf9, 
That  nothing  contained  in  this  act  shau  be  con- 
strued to  invalidate  any  patent,  that  may  have 
been  mnted  under  the  authority  of  the  said  act ; 
and  all  patentees  under  the  said  act.  their  execu- 
tors, administrators,  and  assiffns,  shall  be  consid- 
,erea  within  the  putview  of  wis  act,  in  respect  to 
the  violation  of  their  ri^ts :  Provided,  Such  tio- 
ktiotts  ^all  be  oomnntted  afiter  ^  passmg  of 
this  act. 

Approved,  February  21, 1793. 


Att  Atst  tinlftng  IVovisioti  tn  ihB  PsisotM  Aurete  ttefr* 

tioned. 

WhereasJColonel  John  Harding,  and  Major  Alex- 
ander Trueman,  while  em^oyed  in  carrying 
messa^  of  peace  to  the  hostile  Indians,  were 
killed  oy  the  said  Indians : 

Be  k  €Ma4iedj  ^e^  Thai  four  hundred  and  fiAy 
doUaffs  ptr  annum,  ror  seicn  years,  be  allowisd  to 
the  widow  and  orphan  children  of  the  said  Colo- 
nel John  Haidittg;  and  the  sum  of  three  hundred 
dollan  par  annum,  for  the  same  tenn  of  seven 
years,  to  the  orphan  ehiidren  of  the  said  Major 
Aiexaadei  Trueman,  to  commenee  on  thefirst day 
of  July^one  thousand  seven  hnnired  and  ninety- 

nand  to  be  paid  half-yearly,  at  the  Treasury, 
e  said  widow,  and  to  the  guavdians^f  the  Mia 
oqpkan  chMdren,  or  to  their  l^al  attorneys 
A|^[MD»ved,  Febraafy  87, 1*3^. 

An  Aet  for  rqiealiag  the  unmtl  Impost  Laws  of  ths 
Unitsd  Stiles,  so  &r  as  they  may  be  deemed  to  im- 
pose a  duty  OB  asefiil  beasts  imported  for  fareed. 

Be  it  enaetedy  fc..  That  the  sevciul  laws  of  the 
United  States^  imposing  duties  on  goods,  ware^ 
and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States, 
sro  far  as  they  may  be  deemed  to  impose  aduty  on 
horses,  cattle,  sheep,  swine,  or  other  usefal  b^ists 
Imported  into  the  iJnited  States  for  breed,  shall  be 
repealed. 

Approved,  February  27, 1793. 


An  Act  fai  adfition  to,  and  aheratiim  of  the  act,  entitled 
**An  act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for  settttng  the 
aecounts  of  the  United  States  with  the  in^vidud 

Be  it  enactedf  Se^  That  the  second  section  of 
the  act,  entitled  ^An  act  to  extend  the  time  Hmited 
for  settting  the  accounts  of  the  United  Statea  uritt 


the  individual  States,''  which  OKtended  tha  poll- 
ers of  the  Board  of  Oommissioners  to  the  settle- 
ment of  the  aoeoimts  between  the  United  Statva 
and  the  State  of  Vermont,  be,  Mkd  hereby  is,  re- 
pealed. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  fiffiker  enacted^  That  Ae 
Board  of  Commissioners  established  to  settle  tke 
accounts  between  the  United  States  and  the  indi- 
vidual States,  in  apportioning  the  aggregate  of  aM 
the  balances  due  to  each  State  between  the  Stataa, 
agreeably  to  the  act,  entitled  ^An  act  to  provide 
more  effectually  for  the  settlemeat  of  the  aeecunts 
between  the  Umted  States  and  the  individual 
States,**  shall  have  no  regard  to  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont. 

Sno.  3.  Aikdbe  it  further  enacted,  That  in  the 
auportioning  of  the  balances  aforesaid,  the  State 
or  Kentucky  shall  be  deemed  to  be  included  in  the 
State  of  Virginia,  the  admission  of  the  said  State 
of  Kentucky  as  a  member  of  the  Unk>n  norinth- 
standing. 

Approved,  Februaty  27, 1793. 


An  Act  to  regulate  the  daimsto  InvaEd  P< 

Wheraas,  the  act  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, entitled  '^An  act  to  provide  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  claims  of  widows  and  orphans 
baired  by  the  limttatioiis  heretofore  eatablisfaed. 
and  to  resfulata  the  claims  to  Invalid  Pensiott%" 
is  found  ny  experience  inadeiiuatte  to  prevent 
the  admission  of  improper  daiuM  to  mvaisd 
Pensions,  and  not  to  contain  a  suficient  ikcili^ 
for  the  idlowaace  of  sueh  as  ma^  be  well 
founded.    Therefore, 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  die  second,  third,  and 
fourth  sections  of  the  said  act  be  repealed,  and 
that  in  Aiture.  all  claims  to  such  pensions  shall  be 
regulated  in  the  manner  followii^,  to  wit :  First. 
AD  evidence  relative  to  invalids  shaU  be  taken 
upon  oadi  or  affirmation,  before  the  Judge  of  the 
district  in  which  such  invalids  reside,  or  before 
any  three  persons  S]>ecialiy  authorized  bycom*^ 
mission  from  the  said  Judge.     Secondly.  The 
evidence  rdative  to  any  claimant  must  prove  de- 
cisive disability  to  have  been  ^e  effect  <n  known 
wounds  received  while  in  the  actual  line  of  his 
duty,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  doriitt 
the  late  war.    That  this  evid»ce  must  be  the  «? 
fidavits  of  the  commanding  officer  or  surgeon  of 
the  ship^  r^fiment)  corps,  or  company,  in  which 
such  claimant  served,  or  two  other  credible  wit- 
nesses, to  the  same  effect,  setting  forth  die  tune 
and  place  of  such  known  wound.  Thirdly.  Every 
claimant  shall  be  examined  upon  oath  or  affirma- 
tion, by  two  physicians  or  surgeons,  to  be  autlior> 
ized  by  commission  from  die  saia  Judge,  who 
shall  report^  in  writing,  their  opinion,  u])on  oath 
or  affirmation,  of  the  nature  of  die  said  disn** 
bility,  and  in  what  degrw  it  prevents  the  claim- 
ant mmi  obtaining  his  fivelihood  by  labor.  Fourdi^ 
ly.  Every  claimant  shall  produce  evidence  of  the 
time  of  his  leavinff  the  service  of  the  United 
Stales.    He  must  abo  produce  evidence  of  three 
reputable  freeholdeta  of  the  city,  town,  or  county, 
in  which  he  usually  resided  for  the  two  years  iin*' 
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mediately  after  he  i«ft  the  senriee^  as  aibgaDaid,of 
the  existence  of  his  disalniity  donng  that  period ; 
and  ascertaining,  of  their  own  knowledge,  the 
mode  of  life,  employment,  lahor,  or  means  or  sap- 
port  of  the  daimant*  Fifthly.  And  the  said  ckte- 
ant  most  produce  the  eridenee  ef  two  credible 
witnesses,  of  the  contionanee  of  his  disabiifty  firom 
the  expiration  of  the  said  two  yeafs  to  thettme  of 
his  application.  Sixthly.  Bach  daimaitt  must 
show  a  good  atid  sufficient  cause  why  he  did  sot 
apply  for  a  pension,  to  the  person  or  persons  author- 
1^  to  examine  his  claim,  on  or  before  the  eterenth 
of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hunik^  and 
eighty-eight,  the  time  limked  for  applications  of 
this  nature.  Seventhly.  No  eridenee  (h  any  elaim- 
ant  shall  be  admitted,  whose  claim  has  baen  exa- 
mined ahd  rejected  on  or  before  the  aforesaid 
eleventh  of  December,  one  thoasand  sevieB  hun- 
dred and  eiffhty-eight. 

9ao.  8.  And  be  it  fur^^  enofUtL  That  the 
fudge  of  the  dis^ct  shall  transmit  a  ust  of  such 
claims,  accompanied  by  the  aridence  herein  di- 
rected^ to  (he  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
War,  m  order  that  the  sime  may  be  oompared 
with  tixe  muster^oUs  and  other  documents  m  his 
office ;  aad  the  said  Secretary  shall  make  a  state- 
ment of  the  cases  of  the  said  elainants  to  Con- 
gress, with  such  circumstances  and  remarks  as 
mar  be  necessary  in  order  to  enable  them  to  take 
such  order  thereon  as  they  may  judge  jtopet. 

Sac.  8.  And  be  it  fmiher  mmoted,  That  no  per- 
son not  on  the  Pension  list  be^re  the  twenty- 
third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ttinetjr-two,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  pension,  -who 
shall  not  nave  complied  with  the  naes  wbA  regu- 
ktiotts  herein  pieBcribed ;  saving,  however,  to  all 
persons,  all  and  singular  their  rigMs  founded  upon 
legal  adjudications  under  the  act  entitled  ''An  act 
to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  olaoms  of  wi- 
dows and  orphans,  barred  by  the  ItmiiatioBs  here- 
tofore estabhshed,  and  to  reinilaie  the  claims  to 
Invalid  Pensions  f*  bift  it  shtM  be  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  conjunction  with  the  Attor- 
ney General,  to  take  such  measures  as  may  be  ne- 
eessary  to  obtidn  an  adjudication  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  on  the  validitv  of  any 
such  rights  claimed  under  the  act  aforesaio,  bv  the 
determmation  of  certain  persons  styiing  t&em- 
-selves  CommissionerB. 

Sbo.  4.  AndbeUfiar^^er^viaeted^  That  no  claim 
to  a  pension  shall  Be  avowed  under  this  act,  which 
shall  not  be  presented  within  two  yean  ftom  the 
passing  the  same. 

Approved,  February  86. 1798. 


An  Act  making  appropriations  ibr  the  support  of  Go- 
Tcanment  for  the  year  one  thpnsand  seven  hundred 
and  nine^-three. 

Be  it  enaetedj  fe^  That,  for  the  serhce  of  the 
year  1793,  there  oe  anpnmrialed  a  sum  of  moftey 
mat  mrttniimg  ime  miiuon  five  hundred  and  eighty- 
iiine  thousuid  and  forty-four  dcdlars  and  seventy^ 
two  cents;  thai  is  to  say: 

For  the  compeneations  granted  by  law  to  tne 
Paaaidwitand  Vme  PwaJdent  of  the  United  ataiai, 


thirty  thousand  doUaiat  For  the  Ite  aonqMnsa- 
ticme  -to  the  members  ci  the  Senate  mid  House  of 
Representatives,  their  afficers  and  attendants,  es- 
timated for  a  session  of  six  months  continuaiiee, 
one  hundred  mid  forhr^thnce  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  ninety-one  dollars:   For  the  sakries  of 
t^  Doorkeenen  and  Assistant  Doorkeepers  of  the 
Senate  and  House  oi  Representatives,  under  the 
act  for  their  compensation  passed  the  twelfth  of 
April,  one  thonsaiid  seven  nundred  and  uineSf- 
two,  one  thousand  two  hmidred  and  thirty*tiuwe 
doUam  and  sijtty-eight  oeats:  For  the  exponseo  oi 
firewaed,  stationery,  pfinting  worL  and  all  other 
contingent  expenses  of  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, nine  thousand  five  handved  and  &fty«twa 
doUan:  For  making  good  a  defioieney  in  the  ap- 
monnation  in  the  year  one  thousand  senren  hun- 
dreo  and  ninety-two,  for  eontingent  expenses  in 
the  offiee  of  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repta- 
sentatrres,  five  hundred  and  seventy-^ight  dolbmc 
For  thecompciisations  granted  by  law  to  the  Ohiaf 
Justice,  Associate  Judges,  IHstriot  Judges,  and  the 
Attainev  GenemI,  forty<4bree  thousaad  two  hun- 
dred douara:  For  the  ad^titional  ealarv  of  the  At^ 
tomev  €kneral,  by  the  aot  of  the  eigath  of  Biay, 
one  taoosand  seven  hundMd  and  ninety^twe^  two 
hundred  and  sixty  doUais  and  ckrhty^two  oeaaa: 
For  defraying  the  expense  of  cbrks  cf  Coinai, 
jurors,  ana  witnesses,  in  aid  of  the  fond  arising 
from  fines,  fmfeitures,  and  penalties,  twelve  thoHa- 
sanddcdhua:  For  droaying  the  expenses  of  prose*' 
ei^as  for  oflenees  a^asnst  the  United  States,  and 
for  the  safo-keeping  of  priaonets,  four  thousand 
dollars:  For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treaanry.  clerks  and  persons  employed  in  his 
office,  eight  thousand  three  hnadred  and  fifty  del* 
lars:  For  salary  of  the  two  principal  clerks  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  firom  the  eiffhth  of  May 
to  the  thirty-first  of  December,  one  Siousand  se^ 
ymt  haadred  and  ninety'^wo,  one  tfaansand  and 
forty-thece  dottars  and  twenty*eight  oenta:  For 
expense  of  stationery,  pnntingr  <^  *U  other  eo»- 
tiajfanit  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  firve  hundred  dollars:  For  cemaan- 
sation  to  the  Ofuapwciht  of  the  Treasurv,  ourks 
and  petaons  enipl<Mred  in  his  office,  nine  thousand 
four  hundred  and  nlity  dollars:  For  the  increased 
salary  of  the  Comptroller;  from  the  eighth  of  May 
to  the  thirty-fiiat  of  December,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-two,  two  hundvad  aad  siaoty 
doUacs  and  eighty^wo  cents:  For  expsnae  of  sta- 
tioneryj  pnntmg,  and  all  other  oontinflent  ez« 

Caisea  m  the  Comptroller's  offioe,aix  huadfed  dolt- 
rs3  For  compensation  to  the  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  elerica,  and  peraona  emiplmd  in  his 
cfice.  ten  thousand  four  hundred  mm  nfty  dottata: 
For  the  increased  salary  of  the  Auditor,  foam  the 
eighth  of  May  to  the  thirq^4iat  of  December,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  andnanety-two,  two  nun- 
dred aad  sixty  dollars  and  eighty-two  cents:  For 
•xpense  of  slatioiieTy,  pitnting,  and  other  contin- 
gent eiqiienses  in  the  Auditor's  office,  six  hundred 
dollars:  For  compenmtion  to  the  Register  of  the 
Traaaary,  eieiks,  and  pemona  employed  in  Ids 
office,  eighteen  thousana  six  hundred  dollars:  For 
the  iaereaaad  salary  of  the  Riyiter  of  the  Tiea- 


1400 


APPENDIX. 


1440 


Ast$  4^  Ckmgrem. 


maaj,,  6om  tiie  eighth  of  May  to  the  thirty-lint  of 
December,  one  thounuiid  seren  hundred  and  nine- 
tv-two,  three  hundred  and  twentv-tix  dollars  and 
toree  cents ;  and  for  making  sood  the  deficiency 
in  the  appropriation  of  one  tnouaand  seTen  hun- 
dred ana  ninetj-two.  one  hundred  dollars ;  making, 
in  the  whole,  K>ur  hundred  and  twentynsix  doU^ 
and  three  cents :  For  expenses  of  stationery,  print- 
ing, and  other  contingent  expenses,  in  the  Re- 
gister's office,  two  thousand  d<Mlars :  For  compen- 
sation to  the  Treasurer,  clerks,  and  persons  «n- 
ploYed  in  his  office,  four  thousand  one  hundred 
dollars :  For  the  increased  salary  of  the  Treasurer, 
from  the  eighth  of  May  to  the  thirty-first  of  De- 
cember, one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
two,  and  for  making  good  a  deficiency  in  the  ap- 
propribtion  of  the  year  one  thousand  seren  hundred 
and  ninety-two,  for  clerks  in  that  office,  fire  hun- 
dred and  thirty  dollars  and  sixty-eight  cents:  For 
expense  of  firewood,  stationery,  printing,  and  other 
contingencies  in  the  Treasurer's  office,  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars :  For  compensation  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  clerks,  and  persons 
employed  in  his  office,  four  thousand  one  hundred 
doUars :  For  the  salary  of  the  Commissioner  of 
the  Revenue,  olerka  and  persons  employed  in  that 
offiee,  from  the  establishment  thereof  to  the  thirty- 
first  oi  December,  one  thousand  seren  hundred 
and  ninety-two,  including  also  contingent  ex- 
penses to  the  same  time,  two  thousand  ei^ht  hun- 
dred and  seventy-three  dollars  and  forty-six  cents: 
For  the  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  other 
contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Commis- 
sioner, three  hundred  dollars :  To  make  good  the 
deficiency  in  the  appropriation  of  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  for  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the  Treasury  Department, 
two  thousand  four  hundred  dollars:  For  the  pay- 
ment of  rent  for  the  several  houses  employed  m 
the  Treasurr  Department,  one  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  eignty-nine  dollars  and  ninety-nine  cents: 
For  wood  and  candles  in  the  several  offices  in  the 
Treasury  Department,  (except  the  Treasurer's 
-office,)  one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars :  For 
compNensatioBs  to  the  several  Loan  officers,  thir- 
teen thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars:  For 
denying  the  expenses  of  stationery,  and  for  hire 
of  clerks  in  the  offices  of  the  several  Commis- 
sioners  of  Loans,  to  the  first  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand seren  hundred  and  ninety-three,  authorized 
by  the  act  of  the  eighth  of  May,  one  thousand 
eeren  hundred  and  ninety-two,  thirty-two  thou- 
sand seren  hundred  and  twenty-nine  dollars  and 
ninety-fire  cents:  To  make  good  deficiencies  in 
former  appropriations,  for  similar  expenses,  one 
thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty  dolkrs:  For  com- 
pensation to  the  Secretarv  of  State^  clerks,  and 
other  persons  employed  in  nis  office,  six  thousand 
three  hundred  dollars :  For  defrayiiu^  the  expense 
of  collecting  the  laws  of  the  sereraf  States,  pub- 
lishing and  distribntinff  the  laws  of  Congress,  and 
all  other  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  one  tnousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-^me 
dolUtfs  and  sixty-seren  cents:  To  make  good  a 
deficiency  in  the  appropriation  of  the  year  one 
thousand  seren  hundred  and  ninety-two,  for  the 


contingent  expenses  in  this  office,  ninety-lkice 
dollars  and  thirty-four  cents:  For  comp^tfatioii  to 
the  Commissioners  for  settlement  of  the  accovuiti 
between  the  United  States  and  the  indiridnal 
States,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  their  office, 
six  thousand  six  hundred  and  nfty  doUaxs:  For 
defraying  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Board  ot 
Commissioners^  four  hundred  and  seren  doiburs: 
For  compensation  to  the  GSoremors,  Secretaries, 
and  Judges  <^  the  Territory  Northwest  and  the 
Territory  South  of  the  rirer  Ohio,  ten  thonwiad 
three  hundred  dollars:  For  expenses  of  stationery, 
office  rent,  printing  patents  for  lands,  and  other 
contingent  expenses  m  both  the  said  Territories, 
seren  hundrea  dollars:  For  the  payment  of  the 
pensions  granted  to  inralids,  eifhty-two  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  ibrty-fire  d<2Urs  and  thirty- 
two  cents :  For  payment  of  the  annual  allowance 
granted  by  Congress  to  Baron  Stcmben,  two  thou- 
sand fire  hundrM  dollars :  For  payment  of  suadry 
pensions  granted  by  the  late  GoremmenL  two 
thousand  seren  hundred  and  sixty-seren  doUan 
and  serenty-three  cents:  For  the  maintenance 
and  repair  of  light-houses,  beacons,  piers,  stakes, 
and  buoys,  twenty  thousand  dollars :  For  the  fi»- 
ther  expense  df  building  and  equii^uBg  ten  cut- 
ters, three  thousand  dol&rs :  For  the  purchase  of 
hydrometers,  for  the  use  of  the  officers  of  the  cus- 
toms and  inspectors  of  the  rerenuc^  one  thousand 
fire  hundred  doUars :  To  make  good  the  deficiency 
in  the  appropriation  of  the  year  one  thousand 
seren  hundred  and  ninety-two,  for  the  purchase  of 
hydrometers,  six  hundrea  and  ten  dollars  and  tea 
cents:  For  the  payment  of  such  demands,  not 
otherwise  prorided  for,  as  shall  hare  been  duly 
allowed  by  the  officers  of  the  Treasury,  fire  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars:  For 
compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  clerks,  and 
persons  employed  in  his  office,  seren  thousandf  and 
fifty  dollars :  For  the  increa<ied  salary  of  the  chief 
clerk  in  the  War  Department,  from  the  eighth  otf 
May  to  the  thirty-first  of  December,  one  thousand 
seren  hundred  and  ninety-two,  one  hundred  and 
thirty  dollars  and  forty-one  cents:  For  ejqiensos 
of  firewood,  stationery,  printing  and  other  contin- 
gent expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  six  hundred  dollars:  For  compensation  to 
the  accountant  to  the  War  Department,  and  clerks 
in  his  office,  four  thousand  two  hundred  doUais : 
For  salary  to  the  accountant,  derks,  and  for  con- 
tingent expenses  in  that  office  from  the  establish- 
ment thereof  to  the  thirty-first  of  December,  one 
thousand  seren  hundred  and  ninetr-two,  one  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  sixty-fire  dollars  and  eighty- 
nine  cents :  For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office 
of  the  accountant  to  the  War  Department,  three 
hundred  dollars :  For  pajrment  of  four  yearr  rent 
for  the  buildings  occupi^  for  offices  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  and  accountant,  one  thousand  six 
hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars  and  sixty-six  cents: 
For  salaries  of  the  storekeepers  at  the  seretal 
arsenals,  rents  for  the  buildings  occupied  as  maga- 
zines, for  payment  of  the  hirers,  coopers,  armo- 
rers, and  other  persons  employed  in  takmg  care  of 
the  ordnance,  arms,  and  military  stores,  seren 
thooiand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-fire  doUara  and 
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thirty-4wo  cents:  FV>r  five  handrefl  ri§e«,  mur- 
ehased  in  the  3rear  one  thonnnd  aeven  hnnared 
and  ninety-two,  six  thousand  dollars:  For  expense 
of  repairing  arms,  equipments  of  cannon,  cartridge 
boxes,  swords,  and  every  other  article  in  the  Ord- 
nance Department,  ten  thousand  doUavs:  Por  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  the  Indian  Deaartment, 
fiity  thousand  dollars:  For  the  pay  of  tlie  troops 
authorized  by  kw,  three  hundred  and  four  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  dght  dollars:  For  sub- 
sistence, three  hundred  and  twelve  thousand  fire 
hundred  and  sixty-seven  dollars  and  seventy-five 
cents:  For  forage,  thirty-four  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifty-six  dollars :  For  clothing,  one  hun- 
dred and  twelve  thousand  dollars:  For  equipments 
for  cavaby,  five  thousand  dollars :  For  horses  for 
cavalry,  five  thousand  dollars :  For  Hospital  De- 
partment, twenty-five  thousand  dollars :  For  Clnar- 
termaster'sDepartmentyOne  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars: For  mape^  hiring  expresses,  dldwance  to 
officers  for  extra  expenses,  printmg,  loss  of  stores, 
advertising,  apprehendiufir  deserters,  and  every 
other  contingent  expense  m  the  War  Department, 
thirty  thousand  dollars :  For  the  defensive  protec- 
ticmof  the  frontiers,  fifty* thousand  dollars:  For 
the  payment  of  bounties,  fifteen  thousand  two 
hundr^  and  forty  dollars. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  U  ftirther  enacted,  That  the 
several  amopriations  herein  before  made  shall  be 
paid  and  dneharged  out  of  the  funds  Mowing,  to 
wit: 

First :  The  sum  of  six  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars reserved  by  the  act  making  provision  for  the 
Debt  of  the  United  Sutes.  Secondly,  the  surplus, 
which  Buy  remain  unexpended,  of  the  moneys 
appropriated  for  die  use  oi  the  War  Department, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  nine- 
ty-two :  And,  thirdly^  The  surplus  of  the  exist- 
ing revenaes  of  the  United  States,  to  the  end  of 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
three,  except  what  may  be  otherwise  appropriat- 
ed, during  the  present  session  of  Congress. 

Sac. 3.  And Det^jflfrtAerencMtedL  That thePre- 
sident  of  the  United  States  be  authorized  to  bor- 
row, on  account  of  the  said  Sutes,  any  sum  or 
sums,  not  exceeding,  in  the  whde,  eig^t  hundred 
thousand  dolkurs,  at  a  rate  of  interest  not  exceed- 
ing five  per  centum  per  annum,  and  reimbursable 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  United  Sutes,  to  be  applied 
for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  to  be  repiaJd  out  of 
the  said  surplus  of  the  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage, to  the  end  of  the  present  year,  one  thounnd 
seven  hundred  and  nimrty-three :  And  that  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes  to 
lend  the  sud  sum.  And  the  President  of  the 
United  Sutes  shall  cause  so  much  of  the  Loan, 
made  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes,  pursuant 
to  the  eleventh  section  of  the  act,  by  which  it  is 
incorporated,  to  be  paid  off,  in  sums  not  less  than 
fifty  thousand  dollan,  as,  in  his  opinion,  the  sUte 
of  the  Treasury  may,  from  time  to  time,  admit, 
out  of  any  moneys,  which  may  be  in  the  Treasu- 
ry, having  due  regml  to  the  exigencies  of  Go- 
vernment, and  the  appropriations  made  and  to  be 
made  by  law. 

Approved,  February  38, 179a 


An  Act  t»  wgulats  Trade  and  Ititsrosuiss  wtih  the  In- 
dian Tribes. 

Be  it  enacted  ^.,  That  no  person  s^all  be  per- 
mitted to, carry  on  any  trade  or  intercourse  with 
the  Indian  trifales  without  a  license  under  the  hand 
and  seal  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Department, 
or  of  such  other  perscm  as  the  President  &[  the 
United  Sutes  shall  authorize  to  mot  licenses  f(nr 
that  purpose;  which  SuperintenMnt,  or  person  so 
authorized,  shall,  on  applicatio||,  issue  such  kioense, 
for  a  term  not  exceedmg  two  years,  to  any  proper 
person,  who  shall  enter  into  bona,  with  one  or 
more  sureties,  approved  of  by  the  Superintendent, 
or  person  issuing  such  license,  or  by  the  President 
of  the  United  Sutes,  in  the  penal  sum  of  one 
thousand  dollars,  payable  to  the  United  Sutes, 
conditioned  for  tne  true  and  faithful  observance  of 
such  rules,  regulations^  and  restrictions,  as  are  or 
shall  be  made,  for  the  government  of  trade  and 
intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes.  The  said  Su- 
perintendents, and  persons  licensed,  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  governed,  in  all  things  touching  the  said 
trade  and  intercourse,  bv  such  rules  and  regula- 
tions as  the  Prenident  or  the  United  Sutes  shall 
nrescnbe 

Sac.  2.  And  he  itfurtker  enadted.  That  the  Su- 
perintendent, or  person  issuing  such  license,  shall 
have  full  power  and  authority  to  recall  the  same, 
if  the  person  so  licensed  shall  trans^ss  any  of 
the  regulations  or  restrictions  provided  for  ike 
government  of  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  In- 
dian tribes;  and  shall  put  in  suit  such  bonds  as  he 
may  luive  taken,  on  the  breach  of  any  condition 
therein  conuined. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  every 
parson  who  shaH  attempt  to  trade  with  the  Indian 
ti^tes,  or  shall  be  found  in  the  Indian  country, 
with  such  merchandise  in  his  possession  as  are 
usually  vended  to  the  Indians,  without  lawfol  li- 
cense, shall  forfeit  all  the  merchandise  offered  for 
sale  to  the  Indians,  or  found  in  his  possesnon  in 
the  Inctian  country,  and  shall,  moreover,  be  liable 
to  a  fine,  not  exceedmg  one  hundred  dollars,  and 
to  imprisonment,  not  exceeding  thirty  days,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Court  in  which  the  trial  shall  be: 
Prcmded,  That  any  citizen  of  the  United  Sutes, 
merely  traveling  through  any  Indian  town  or  ter- 
ritory, shall  be  at  Hbertv  to  purchase,  by  exchanse 
or  oinerwise,  such  articles  as  may  be  necessary  tor 
his  subsktence,  without  incurring  anypenalty. 

Sno.  4.  And  be  Ufimiher  enacted,  That,  if  any 
citizen  or  inhi^tant  of  the  United  Sutes,  or  <» 
either  of  the  Territorial  districts  ci  the  United 
States,  shall  go  into  any  town,  settlement,  or 
territory,  belonging  to  any  nation  or  tribe  of 
Indians,  and  shall  there  commit  murder^  robbe- 
ry, larceny,  trespass,  or  other  crime,  af^inst  the 
pmon  or  property  of  any  friendly  mdian  or  In- 
dians, which,  if  committed  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  any  Sute,  or  within  the  jurisdiction  of  either 
of  the  said  districts,  asainst  aeitizen  thereof.  w6uld 
be  punishable  by  the  taws  of  such  Sute  or  district, 
sucn  offender  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  punish- 
ment, as  if  the  offence  had  been  committed  with- 
in the  State  or  district  to  which  he  or  she  may 
I  belong,  against  a  citizen  thereof. 
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such  citizen  or  inhabitant  skall  make  a  setUement 
on  lands  belongiBg  to  any  Indkn  tribe^  or  shall 
survey  soeli  lands,  or  Aestgnate  their  boa&darie&, 
by  Boaking  trees,  or  otherwise,  for  the  purpose  or 
settlement,  he  shall  foiieit  a^  sum,  not  exceeding 
oae  thonsand  dnUars  nor  less  than  one  hnndr^l 
dollan,  and  suffer  imprisonment,  not  eseeeding 
tipelve  months,  in  the  disecetion  of  the  Court  be^ 
iotB  whom  the  trial, shall  be:  and  it  shall  more* 
over,  be  lawful  for*the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  take  sueh  measures  as  he  may  judge  ne- 
cesstty,  to  remove  from  lands  b^onging  to  any 
Indian  tribe,  any  citizens  or  inhabitants  of  the 
United  Slates,  wao  have  made,  or  shall  hereafter 
make,  or  attempt  to  make,  a  settlement  thereon. 

Sncd.  AndoeUfintherttMeUd^  Thatnoper- 
stn  shall  be  permitted  to  puiehase  any  horse  of 
an  Indian,  or  of  any  white  man  in  the  Indian  %^' 
ritory,  without  special  license  for  tfaat  purpose; 
which  license  the  Superintendent,  or  soeh  other 
person  as  the  President  shall  appoittt,  is  hereby 
authorized  to  grant,  <«  the  same  terms,  eondition& 
and  restrictioni,as  other  licenses  are  to  be  granted 
under  this  act:  Provided,  also,  That  every  person 
wha  shall  purchaeea  horse  or  horses^  under  sueh 
litease,  betote  he  exposes  sudi  horse  or  horses  for 
sale,  and  within  fifteen  days  after  they  shall  have 
been  brought  out  of  the  Inoian  country,  shall  make 
a  particular  return  to  the  Superintendent,  or  other 
person  from^  when  he  obtained  his  license,  of  eve* 
ry  horse  by  him  pur^ased,  as  aforesaid,  desoribM^a; 
such  hoiset  by  their  color,  height,  and  other  na- 
tural or  artificial  marks,  under  the  penalties  eon- 
tained  in  their  lespeetive  boadSk  Ahd  every  per- 
son purchasing  a  horse  or  horses,  as  aforesaid,  in 
the  Indian  country,  without  a  special  license,  shall, 
for  everv  horse  thus  purchased  and  brouf^t  into 
any  settlement  of  citoens  of  the  United  States^ 
foaeit,  for  every  horse  thus  purchased^  or  brouf^t 
from  the  Indian  oouatiy,  a  sum  not  mere  than  one 
hundred  dollars,  nor  l«as  than  thirty  dollars,  to  be 
reeovered  in  any  Court  of  Reoovd  having  coaape- 
toit  jurisdiction.  And  every  person  v^o  shall 
pureklttie  a  horsey  knowing  him  to  be  brought  out 
of  the  Indian  territory  by  any  person  or  porsonr 
not  licensed,  as  above,  to  pumiase  the  same,  shall 
forfeit  the  value  of  such  horse ;  one-half  for  the 
benefit  of  the  informant,  the  other  half  for  the  use 
of  the  United  States,  to  be  recovered  as  af<Mresaid. 

Sea  7.  Andb^itJkrtheremtcUd,  That  no  agent, 
swerintendent,  or  other  person,  authoriBed  tomnt 
a  ficenee  to  trade,  or  purchase  hones,  shall  have 
any  interest  or  concern  in  any  trade  with  the  In- 
diansy  or  inthe  purchase  or  sale  oiunj  horses^  to 
or  from  any  Indiaiir)  and  that  any  person  offend* 
ing  herein,  shall  forfeit  one  thousand  dolkrs,>and 
be  imprisobed^  at  the  discretion  of  the  Court,  be- 
fore which  the  oonvictioa  shall  be  had,  not  exoeed* 
inc  twelve  months. 

800^ &  Andbeitjwtherenacied,  Thatnouur- 
chase  ot  grant  of  liandsj  or  of  any  tito  or  6mm 
thereto,  fsom  ai^  Indians,  or  nation  or  tribe  of 
Indians,  within  the  bounds  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  of  any  validity,  in  law  or  e^ty,  unlm 
the  same  be  made  by  a  tieaiy  or  eenvention  en^ 


tared  iafla  purisinnf  to  the  Qonstitminn:  and  it 
shall  be  a  misdemeaner  in  any  parson,  not 
|]^ed  under  the  authority  of  am  United 


m  ne|otiating  such  treaty  or  convention,  punish^ 
able  by  fine  not  exceeding  one  thousand  doUart, 
and  imprisonment  not  exceeding  twelve  BMNrtha, 
dhreotly  or  indiseetly  to  treat  with  any  such  In- 
dians, natiott,  or  tribe  of  Indians,  for  the  title  or 
purchase  oi  any  lands  by  them  held  or  dunned: 
Pnmded^  nevekkekm,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  fiw 
the  agent  or  agento  of  any  State,  who  may  be  pne* 
sent  at  any  treaty  held  with  Indians,  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  Stales,  in  the  piescnec^ 
and  with  the  appiobatian  o^  the  Connninioner  or 
Commissioners  of  the  Untied  States  appoinied  te 
hold  the  same,  to  propose  to,  and  adjust  with,  the 
Indians,  the  compensation  to  be  anife  for  their 
claima  to  lands  within  sueh  Stale,  which  shali  he 
extmguished  1^  the  treaty. 

Sac.  9.  Amd  U  itfitHhettmaeUd,  ThaLin  order 
to  promote  civiligation  among  the  friendly  bidian 
tribes,  and  to  secure  the  continuunee  of  their  friend- 
shin^  It  shall  and.  may  be  lawful  for  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  cause- them  to  be  fturnished 
with  useful  domestic  animals  and  imfdements  of 
ho^Muidiy,  and  also  to  iniuiah  them  with  foods 
or  money,  in  such  proportions  as  he  shall  judge 
proper,  and  ta  appoint  such  persons,  from  time  to 
time,  as  ttaiporary  a|peats^  to  reside  among  the 
Indians,as  h«  shall  think  proper:  Prmdeci,  That 
the  whole  amount  of  such  presents,  and  allows 
anefe  to  sueh  agentt^  shallnot  exceed  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars  per  atwuui.. 

SiM?.  10.  And  be  i$  fuHket  mmeted,  That  the: 
Superior  Courts  d"  eaen  of  the  said  Territorial  die* 
tricts,  and  the  Circuit  Court^  and  other  Courts 
of  the  United  States,  of  simlar  jucisdictiaa  in 
criminal  onuses^  ineadi  district  of  the  Untied 
States,  into  whioh  my  offender  aaainal  this  aei 
shall  be  imhrouflht)  or  in  which  he  shall  he^K 
pvehended,  shall  have,  and  are  herelqr  invested 
with,  full  power)  and  authority,  to  hear  and  de^- 
tenmne  all  orimeSk>  offenees,  and  misdemeanora, 


against  this  act;  sueh  Courts  proceeding  therein 
in  the  same  manner  as  if  socn  crimen  offimeea^ 
and  misdemeanors,  had  been  cinnmitted  within 
the  blinds  of  their  respective  distriotB:  and  in  all 
cases  where  the  punishment  shell  not  be  deathu 
the  County  Coims ^ Quarter  Sessiena  in themio 
Territorial  districn,  and  the  District  Courts  of  the 
United  States  in  their  raspeotlve  distriet%  shall 
bavoj  and  are  hereby  invested  with,  like  power  to 
hear  and  determine  the  same. 

Sia.ll.  MdlmUfarihtrttmciai,  ThatitshaU 
and  maybe  lawful  m  the  President  of  the  United 
Siatea^  and  for  the  Governors  of  such  Territorial 
diBtriels^  respeectvely ,  oii  proof  to  them  made,  ihnt 
any  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  StalM^  or  of 
the  said  districts,  or  either  of  them,  have  been 
ffuilty  of  any  of  tne  said  crimes,  offSences,  or  oua* 
demeanors)  within  any  town,  settlement  or  terri- 
tory, belonging  te  any  nation  or  tribe  or  Indians, 
to  cause  sitoh  person  or  persons  to  be  amdiendr 
ed,  and  brooaht  inl^  either  oi  the  United  Statea, 
or  of  the  said  districts,  and  to  be  proceeded  againat 
in  due  course  of  l«w«    Aadinalloaseawheie  the 
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piininhia<nt  ihali  bedemtby  it  shsttbelawfiil  for  tint 
Qoyenior  of  the  district  into  which  the  offender 
nay  be  first  brought,  or  in  which  he  may  be  ap* 
prehended.  to  issue  a  conunissioa  of  Oyer  and  Ter* 
miner  to  tne  Superior  Judges  of  the  district,  who 
shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  hear  i|nd 
determine  aU  such  capitid  oases,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  the  Superi<ff  Courts  of  such  districts  ha'Pe, 
in  their  ordinary  sessions*  And  when  the  ofiSnid- 
er  shall  be  broi;^ht  into,  or  shaU  be  amehended 
in,  any  of  the  Iniited  States,  except  &eifttuokf,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  Umted 
States  to  issue  a  like  commission  to  any  two  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  imd 
the  Ju%e  of  the  district,  in  which  the  (^snder 
may  have  been  apprehended  or  first  brought; 
which  Judges,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  have  the 
same  Jurisdiction,  in  such  capital  cases,  aathe  Cir*- 
cuit  Court  of  such  district,  and  shall  proceed  to 
trial  and  judgment,  in  the  same  manner  as  such 
Circuit  dourt  might  or  could  do^ 

Ssa  12,  ind  &e  ir/itfiAerefiocCed^  That  all  fines 
and  forfeitures,  which  shall  accrue  under  this  act. 
shall  be,  one-half  to  the  use  of  the  informant,  and 
the  other  half  to  the  use  of  the  United  States,  ex- 
cept where  the  prosecution  shall  be  first  instituted 
on  behalf  of  the  United  Stages,  in  which  case  the 
whole  shall  be  to  their  use« 

Ssc.  13b  iliid^it./ifiiAertfMc<ec2,  That  nothing 
in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  any  trade 
or  intercourse  with  Indians  living  on  lands  sur- 
rounded by  settlementsof  the  citizens  of  the  United 
Stales,  and  being  within  tin  juvisdiotiim  of  any  of 
the  individual  Slatea. 

Ssc*  14.  Ami  btUfmUmemtcM^  That  all  and 
every  other  acl  and  acts^  coming  wiihin.  the  pur- 
view oi  this  act,  shall  be,  and  are  nereby,  repealed. 
Sec.  15.  Ami  be  U/umer  tnactedy  That  this  act 
shaU  be  in  force  for  the  term  of  two  yeais,  and 
from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  then  next  session  of 
Congress,  and  no  langer. 
AnpfOTed,  March  1, 1799. 


An  Act  to  sscertsin  the  Fees  in  Admiralty  proceedings 
in  the  District  Coarts  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
Dther  purposes. 

B^U  enacted,  fc^  That,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  May  neiu^  there  shall  not  be  taxed  or  ad<> 
juo^d  to  any  ofioer  or  other  person,  any  greater 
or  other  fee  or  reward^  for  or  in  respect  of  any 
service  to  be  done  or  penormed  in  any  of  the  Dis- 
trict Courts  <^  the  United  Statesi  in^cases  of  Ad- 
miralty or  maritime  jurisdiction,  than  such  as  is 
hereinafter  specified,  that  is  to  say : 

Fees  of  the  CounaeUot  or  Attorney  in  the  Dis- 
trict Court,  in  Admiralty  and  maritime  proceed- 
ings: 

The  stated  fee  for  drawing  and  exhibiting  Ubel^ 
claim,  or  answer  in  each  cause,  three  doUan; 

Drawing  intercogatories^  thiee  dollars  $ 

And  all  other  services  m  any  one  cause^  three 
dollars. 

Sec.  2.  Fees  of  the  Clerk  of  the  District  Court, 
in  Admicalty  and  maritime  causes:  * 

For  dmwing  every  stipulationt  procesH^monition, 


oe  sulmoNia,  for  each  sheet,  containing  ninety 
words,  fifteen  cents ; 
Ana  for  engrossing  each  shee^  ten  cents; 
Entering  the  return  of  process,  fifteen  oents  $ 
Filing  every  libel,  claim,  pleading,  or  other  par 
per,  six  cents  j 

Cc^ies  of  the  pleadings^  inlenogatories,  deposi- 
tions, and  exhibits,  when  required,  for  each  dieet 
of  ninety  words,  ten  cents; 

Entering  each  proclamation,  fifteen  oents ; 

Entering  each  default  twelve  cents ; 

Entering  every  rule  of  Court,  fifteen  cents ; 

Examining  each  witness,  and  drawing  his  aepor 
sition,  for  each,  sheet  containing  ninety  words, 
fifteen  cents ; 

Certifying  each  eidiibit  or  writing  shown  to  a 
witness,  at  his  examination,  twenty-five  cents ; 

Dmwing  every  decree,  or  decretal  order,  for  each 
sheet  containing  ninety  words,  fifteen  cents ; 

And  for  entering  the  same  in  the  minutes,  for 
each  sheet,  as  aforesaid,  ten  cents ; 

For  drawing  a  recora,  or  making  a  copy  of  the 
proceedings,  for  each  sheet  containing  ninety 
words,  fifteen  cents; 

But  no  pleading,  deposition,  exhibit,  or  other 
writing,  to  oe  inserted  tnerein  verbatim^  or  in  hoc 
verbOy  shali  be  computed  as  any  part  of  such  draft. 

Entering  a  record  in  the  register,  or  engrossing 
or  copying  proceedings  or  records  to  be  sealed  or 
exemplifi^  for  each  sheet  of  ninety  word%  in- 
cluding all  the  pleadings,  depositions,  exhibits,  and 
writings  inserted  theiem,  ten.cents$i 

Rveiy  caiaificala,  twenty  cents; 

Entering  return  of  appraisement  or  sales,  for 
each  sheet  (^.ninety  words^ten  cents  ^ 

Affixing  the  seal  to  any  p^[^^  when  required, 
twenty-five  cents^ 

Dmwing  commission  to  examinp  witnesses,  foii 
ea^eh  sheet  containing  ninety,  words,  fifteen  cents. 

And  for  engrossing  the  same,  if  on  parchment,, 
including  the  parchment^  twenty  cenu ; 

And  iron  paper,  ior  each  sheet  of  ninety  word% 
ten  cents ; 

Swearing  each  witness  in  Court,  ten  center 

For  every  entry  or  writing  not  mentioned  or 
described,  such  allowance  smill  be  taxed,  aa  for 
similar  aervicea  herein  mentioned* 

All  money  deposited  in  Courts  one  and  a  quar-. 
ter  per  cent. 

Snc  3.  Fees  of  the  Marshal  in  the  Districts 
Court,  in  Admiralty  and  maritime  causes : 

For  summoning  every  witness  or  appraiser, 
fifteen  cents; 

Makmg  each  proclamation,  fifteen  cents ; 

Serving  every  capias,  attachment,  or  summons^ , 
one  dollar  and  nfty  cents ; 

Traveling  each  mile,  going  only,  either  to  serve 
process,  or  subpcnna  witnesses,  ten  cents ; 

Custody  fee*  of  a  vessel,  £<x  each  day,  one  dollar, 
and  fifty  cents ; 

Sales,  for  ,any:  sum.  under  five  hundred  dollars, 
tw^  ana.a  half  pes  cent.;  and  for  any  larger.sum, 
one  and  a  quarter  per  cent,  upon  the  excess. 

Sno.  4.  And  he  Ujurther  ewMded,  That  there 
be  allowed  and  taxed,  in  the  Supreme,  Circuit, 
and  District  Courts  of  the  United  otates,  in  fivror 
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of  the  parties  obtaining  judgments  therein,  such 
compensation  for  their  trareland  attendance,  and 
for  attorneys  and  counsellors'  fees,  except  in  the 
District  Courts  in  cases  of  Admiralty  and  maritime 
jurisdiction,  as  are  allowed  in  the  Supreme  or 
Superior  Courts  of  the  respective  States. 

dac.  5.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  this  act 
shall  continue  and  be  in  force  for  tne  term  of  one 
year,  and  from  thence  until  the  end  of  the  next 
session  of  Congress  thereafter,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  March  1, 1793. 

An  Act  making  an  appropriation  to  defray  the  expense 
of  a  Treaty  with  the  Inoians  Northwest  of  the  Ohio. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^^  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  arising  from  the 
surplus  of  former  appropriations  unexpended,  shall 
be,  and  the  same  is  nerebf ,  appropriated  to  defray- 
ing the  expense  of  negotiating  and  treating  with 
the  hostile  Indian  trioes  Northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each  of 
the  Commissioners  who  may  be  appointed  for 
managing  such  negotiations  and  treaties^  shall  be 
entitl^  to  an  allowance,  exclusive  of  his  neces- 
sary expenses,  of  eight  dollars  per  day,  during  his 
actual  service,  to  m  paid  out  of  the  moneys  so 
appropriated. 

Approved,  March  2, 1793. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  the  Act,  entitled  <<  An  aet  to 
aiptabliah  the  Judicial  Cooitf  of  the  United  States.'' 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  the  attendance  of  only 
one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  at  the 
several  Cin^uit  Courts  of  the  United  States,  to  be 
hereafter  held,  shall  be  sufficient,  any  law  requiring 
the  attendance  of  two  of  the  said  Justices  notwith- 
standing: Frovided,  That  it  shall  be  lawAil  for  the 
Supreme  Court,  in  cases  where  special  circum- 
stances shall,  in  their  judgment,  render  the  same 
necessary,  to  assign  two  of  the  said  Justices  to 
attend  the  Circuit  Court  or  Courts,  and  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Justices  so  assignCKd,  to  attend  ac- 
cordingly :  And  provided  oho,  That  when  only 
one  Jirage  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  attend  any 
Circuit  Court,  and  the  District  Judge  shall  be  ab- 
sent, or  shall  Imte  been  of  counsel^  or  be  concerned 
in  interest  in  any  cause  then  i)endinff,  such  Circuit 
Court  may  consist  of  the  said  Judge  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  alone. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  at 
any  time  only  one  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  the  Judge  of  the  district^  shall  sit  in  a  Circuit 
Court,  and  upon  a  final  heanng  of  a  cause,  or  of  a 
plea  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court,  they  shall  be 
'  ^ided  in  opinion,  it  shall  be  continued  to  the  suc- 
ceeding Court ;  and  if  upon  the  second  hearing, 
when  a  different  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
shall  be  present,  a  like  divbion  shaH  take  place, 
the  District  Judffe  adhering  to  his  former  opinion, 
judgment  shall  oe  rendered  in  conformity  to  the 
opinion  of  the  presiding  Judge. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Su- 
preme Court,  or,  when  the  Supreme  Court  shall 
not  be  sitting,  any  one  of  the  Justices  thereof,  to- 


gether with  the  Judge  of  the  district  within  whidi 
a  special  session,  as liereafter  authorized,  shall  be 
holden,  may  direct  special  sessions  of  the  Cireok 
Courts  to  he  holden.  for  the  trial  of  criminal 
causes,  at  any  convenient  place  within  the  distric^ 
nearer  to  the  place  where  the  offences  may  be  saia 
to  be  committed  than  the  place  or  places  appoint- 
ed by  law  for  the  ordinary  sessions:  That  tht 
clerk  of  such  Circuit  Court  ^all,  at  least  thirty 
days  before  the  commencement  of  such  special 
session,  cause  the  time  and  place  for  holding  the 
same  to  be  notified,  for  at-  least  three  weeks  sue- 
cessively,  in  one  or  more  of  the  newspapers  pub- 
lished nearest  to  the  place  where  the  session  is  to 
be  holden :  That  all  process,  writs,  and  reco^pu- 
zances  of  every  kind,  whether  respecting  juries, 
witnesses,  bail,  or  otherwise,  which  relate  to  the 
cases  to  be  tried  at  the  said  special  se^eion8^  diall 
be  considered  as  belonging  to  such  sessions,  m  the 
same  manner  as  if  they  had  been  issued  or  taken 
in*  reference  thereto :  That  any  special  sessioo 
may  be  adjourned  to  any  time  or  times  previotis 
to  the  next  stated  meeting  of  the  Circuit  Court : 
That  all  business  depending  for  trial  at  any  special 
Court,  shall,  at  the  close  thereof,  be  considered  as 
of  course  removed  to  the  next  stated  term  of  the 
Circuit  Court:  And  that  the  District  Courts  of 
Maine  and  Kentucky  shall  have  likepower  to  hold 
special  sessions  for  liie  trial  of  crimmal  causes,  as 
hath  been  heretofore  ^ven  or  is  hereby  given  tt> 
the  Circuit  Courts,  subject  to  the  like  re^dations 
and  restrictitms. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  bail  for 
appearance  in  any  Court  of  the  United  States,  tn 
any  criminal  cause  in  which  bail  by  law  is  allowed, 
may  be  taken  by  any  Judge  of  the  United  States, 
any  Chancellor,  Judfge  of  a  Supreme  or  Superior 
Courtor  chief  or  first  Judge  or  a  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  of  any  State,  or  Mayor  of  a  city  m 
ehher  of  them,  and  by  any  person  having  aoi»or- 
itj  from  a  Circuit  Court,  or  the  District  Courts 
or  Maine  or  Kentucky,  to  take  bail ;  which  author- 
rty,  revocable  at  the  discretion  of  such  Court, 
any  Circuit  Court,  or  either  of  the  District  Courts 
of  Maine  or  Kentucky,  may  give  to  one  or  more 
discreet  persons,  learned  in  the  law.  in  any  district 
for  whicn  such  Court  is  holden,  wnere.  rrom  the 
extent  of  the  district,  and  remoteness  of  its  parts 
from  the  usual  residence  of  any  of  the  before 
named  officers,  such  provision  shalL  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Court,  be  necessary :  Provided,  That  nothing 
herein  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  taking  bafl 
in  any  case  where  the  punishment  for  the  ottence 
may  be  death ;  nor  to  abridge  any  power  hereto- 
fore ^ven  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States  to  any 
description  of  persons  to  take  bail. 

Sec  5.  And  be  it  ^further  enacted,  T%at  writs 
of  ne  exeat  and  of  injunction  may  be  granted  by 
any  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  cases  where 
they  might  be  granted  by  the  Supreme  or  a  Cir- 
cuit Court ;  but  no  writ  of  ne  exeat  shall  be  grant- 
ed unless  a  suit  in  equity  be  commenced,  and  sat- 
bfactory  proof  shall  be  made  to  the  Court  or  Judge 
granting  the  same,  that  the  defendant  designs 
quickly  to  depart  trom  the  United  States;  nor 
shall  a  writ  or  injunction  be  granted  to  stay  pro- 
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ceediftgs  in  any  Court  of  a  State ;  nor  shall  soeb 
writ  be  granted  in  any  case  without  reasonable 
pcerious  notice  to  the  adverse  party,  or  his  attor- 
ney, of  the  time  and  place  of  moving  for  the  same. 

SeoI  6.  And  be  itjuriher  encLctea,  That  subpoe- 
nas for  witnesses,  who  may  be  required  to  attend 
a  Court  of  the  United  States,  in  any  district  there- 
of, may  run  into  any  other  district:  Provided. 
Tnat  in  ciWl  causes,  the  witnesses  living  out  of 
the  district  in  which  the  Court  is  holden,  do  not 
live  at  a  greater  distance  than  one  hundred  miles 
from  the  place  of  holding  the  same. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  UJiniher  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  several  €U)urts  of  the  United 
States,  from  time  to  time,  as  occasion  may  require, 
to  make  rules  and  orders  for  their  respective 
Courts,  directing  the  returning  of  writs  and  pro- 
cesses, the  filing  of  declarations  and  other  pip- 
ings, the  taking  of  rules,  the  entering  and  mtddng 
up  judgments  by  defauh,  and  other  matters  in  the 
vacation,  and  otherwke,  in  a  manner  not  repug- 
nant to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  to  regulate 
the  practice  of  the  said  Courts,  respectively,  as 
shall  be  fit  and  necessary  for  the  advancement  of 

1'ustice,  and  especially  to  that  end  to  prevent  de- 
ftys  in  proceedings. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  where 
it  is  now  required  by  the  laws  of  any  State  that 
goods  taken  in  execution  on  a  writ  m  fieri  facias 
shall  be  appraised,  previous  to  the  safe  thereof,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  appraisers  appointed  under 
the  authority  of  the  State  to  apj^ise  goods  taken 
in  execution,  on  a  fieri  faciae  issued  out  of  any 
Court  of  the  United  States,  in  the  same  manner 
as  if  such  writ  had  issued  out  of  a  Court  held 
under  the  authority  of  the  State ;  and  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  marshal  in  whose  custody  such 
goods  may  be  to  summon  the  appraisers,  m  like 
manner  as  the  sheriff  is.  by  the  laws  of  the  State, 
required  to  summon  tnem;  and  the  appraisers 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  like  fees,  as  in  cases  of  ap- 
pnkeoienta  under  the  laws  of  the  State ;  and  if 
the  appraisers,  being  duly  summoned,  shall  fail  to 
attend  and  perform  the  duties  required  of  them, 
the  marshal  may  proceed  to  sell  such  goods  with- 
out an  appraisement. 
Approved,  March  2, 1793. 


An  Act  to  alter  the  times  and  places  of  holding  the 
Circuit  Courts  in  the  Eastern  iHstrict,  and  in  North 
Carolina,  ana  fior  ol^er  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  Spring  Civetiit 
Courts  of  the  Bastem  District,  instead  of  being 
held  at  the  times  and  places  now  established  by 
law  for  holding  the  same,  shall,  from  henceforth, 
be  held  at  the  times  and  places  following,  respect- 
ively, namely :  for  the  district  of  New  York,  at 
New  York,  on  the  fifth  day  of  April :  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Connecticut,  at  New  Haven,  on  the  twen- 
ty-fifth day  oi  April ;  for  the  district  of  Vermont 
at  Windsor  and  Bennineton  alternately,  beginning 
at  the  first,  on  the  twelfth  day  of  May ;  for  the 
district  of  New  Hampshire,  at  Portsmouth,  on  the 
twenty-seventh  day  of  May;  for  the  district  of 
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Massachusetts,  at  Boston,  on  the  seventh  dliyof 
June*,  and  for  the  district  of  Rhode  Island,  at 
Newport,  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  June :  and  if 
any  of  the  said  da]f s  shall  happen  on  a  Sunday, 
the  Courts,  respectively,  shall  commence  aff^  be 
holden  on  the  day  following.  And  all  caiises^  now 
pending  in  the  said  Courts,  and  all  appeals,  pro- 
cesses,  and  recognizances,  returned  or  returnable 
to  the  same,  and  all  officers,  jurors^  parties,  a»d 
witnesses,  shall  be  conformable  to  this  act. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from 
and  after  the  expiration  of  the  session  of  the  Cir- 
cuit Court  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  whieh 
is  to  commence  on  the  first  day  of  Jane  next, 
(which  session  shall  be  held,  anything  in  this  aat 
notwithstanding,  at  Newbern,)  tne  sttUed  sessions 
of  the  said  Court  shall  be  held  at  Wake  Court- 
house, either  in  the  Court-house  belonffiag  to  th« 
said  county,  or  in  some  convenient  buuding  con,- 
tiguous  thereto,  until  there  shall  be  convenient 
accommodations  for  the  said  purpose  in  the  city  of 
jEialei^h,  in  the  said  State ;  aner  which,  and  upon 
its  being  made  so  to  appear  to  the  said  Court,  the 
said  Court  is  hereby  authorized  and  directra,  at 
the  cloee  of  the  session  then  depending,  to  adjourn 
the  said  Court,  to  meet  at  its  next  stated  session 
in  the  city  of  Raleigh,  which  said  citv  of  Raleigh 
shall  thereafter  be  tne  place  at  whicn  the  stalid 
sessions  of  the  said  Court  shall  be  constantly  held. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  itfyrther  enacted,  Inasmuch  as 
there  was  not  a  sufficient  quorum  of  Judges  to 
hold  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  district  of  North 
Carolina,  for  the  purpose  of  doing  business,  at 
November  term,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
niaetyr-two,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  District  Judve  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina, 
to  direct  the  clerk  of  the  said  Court  to  issue  such 
process  for  the  purpose  of  having  jurymen  sum- 
moned to  attend  the  said  Court,  at  the  term  to 
commence  on  the  first  day  of  June  next,  as  he  had 
before  issued  for  the  like  purpose,  returnable  to 
November  term  above  mentioned  i  that  the  jury* 
men  ordered  by  the  said  process  to  be  summoned 
shall  be  orderea  to  be  summoned  in  the  same  pro- 
portion, and  from  the  same  counties,  as  those  jury- 
men wno  were  ordered  to  be  summoned  by  the 
process  returnable  at  November  term  above  mtur 
tioned;  and  the  marshal  is  to  execute  the  said 
process,  and  the  jurymen  legally  summoned  in 
consequence  thereof  are  to  attena  the  said  Court, 
under  the  like  penalties  for  disobedience,  as  if  the 
said  process  had  been  ordered  to  be  issued  as  usual 
by  the  said  Court ;  and  the  mar^al  and  the  jury- 
men who  attend  at  the  said  Court  shall  be  entitled 
to  the  like  allowance  for  their  services  respectively. 
And  it  is  hereby  declared  that  all  suits  and  pro- 
ceedings, of  wnat  nature  or  kind  soever,  which 
have  l^en  commenced  in  the  said  Court  and  not 
finished,  shall  be  proceeded  on  at  the  ensuing 
term,  in  the  same  manner  and  to  the  same  effect, 
as  if  the  said  Circuit  Court  had  been  regularly 
held  at  November  term,  as  aforesaid,  and  continu- 
ances had  been  regularly  held  of  all  such  suits  and 
proceedings  from  the  said  last  mentioned  term  to 
the  ensuing  term. 

Appro v^,  Marcli  2. 1793. 
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An  Act  mvp^emeataiy  to  the  act  entitled  **  An  act  to 
pvoride  more  eflfeetoally  for  the  CoOectum  of  the 
Dnties  imposed  by  law  on  Goods,  Wares,  and  Mer- 
chandise, imported  into  the  United  States,  and  on 
the  Tonnage  of  Ships  or  Vessels. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c.  That  there  shall  be  in  the 
State  of  Georgia  a  clistrict,  to  be  called  the  district 
of  Hardwick,  to  comprehend  all  the  waters,  shores, 
bays,  harbors,  creeks,  and  rivers,  between  the 
South  point  of  Ossabow  island  and  the  South 
point  01  Warsaw  inland ;  that  in  the  said  district 
the  town  of  Hardwick  shall  be  the  only  port  of 
entr^r;  and  a  collector  for  said  district  shall  be 
appcnnted  to  reside  at  Hardwick;  and  the  said 
collector  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  like  fees 
and  the  same  yearly  allowance  which  is  {Mid  to 
the  collector  of  the  district  of  St.  Mary's,  in  the 
said  State. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  so 
much  of  Lake  Champiain,  with  the  shores,  bays, 
and  rivers,  connected  therewith  as  lieth  within 
the  State  of  New  York,  shall  be  one  entire  dis- 
trict, to  be  called  the  district  of  Champiain  ;  and 
the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  hereby 
is^  authorized  to  appoint  such  place,  within  said 
district,  to  be  the  port  of  entry  and  delivery  within 
the  same  as  he  may  deem  expedient ;  and  a  cd- 
lector  for  the  said  district  shall  be  appointed,  to 
reside  at  such  place  within  said  distnct  as  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  direct,  who 
shall  be  allowed  the  same  fees  as  are  allowed  to 
the  collector  in  the  district  of  Vermont :  Provided, 
nevertheless,  That  the  exception  contained  in  the 
sixty-ninth  section  of  the  act  above  mentioned, 
relative  to  the  district  of  Louisville,  shall  be,  and 
hereby  is,  extended  to  the  district  oi  Champiain. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enctcted,  That,  from 
and  after  the  last  day  of  June  next,  the  collectors 
in  the  districts  of  Vermont  and  Champiain,  in 
addition  to  the  fees  and  emoluments  which  may 
accrue  to  them  in  the  collection  of  the  duties  of 
impost  and  tonnace  by  the  provisions  already 
maide,  shall  severally  have,  ana  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive, the  yearly  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  each. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enticted.  That,  from 
and  after  the  last  day  of  June  next,  tne  allowance 
of  one-half  per  centum  to  the  collectors  of  the 
districts  of  Pennsylvania  and  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  and  the  allowance  of  one  per  centum  to  the 
collectors  of  the  districts  of  Boston  and  Charles- 
town  and  of  Baltimore  on  the  amount  of  all  the 
moneys  by  them  respectively  received  on  account 
of  the  duties  of  impast  and  tonnage  shall  cease, 
and,  instead  thereof,  from  and  after  the  said  last 
day  of  June  next,  the  collectors  of  the  districts  of 
Pennsylvania  and  of  the  city  of  New  York  shall 
be  entitled  to  three-eighths  or  one  per  centum,  and 
the  collectors  of  the  districts  of  Boston  and  Charles- 
town  and  of  Baltimore  shall  be  entitled  to  three- 
fourths  of  one  per  centum  on  all  such  moneys  by 
them  respectively  received. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  January  next,  no  officer 
of  the  customs,  or  otner  person  employed  under 
the  authority  ot  the  United  States,  m  the  collec- 
tion of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  goods,  wares, 


and  merchandise,  imp(»rted  into  the  United  Slates, 
and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels,  shall  own, 
in  whole  or  in  part,  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  act  as 
agent,  attorney^  or  consignee,  for  the  owner  or 
owners  of  any  ship  or  v^sel,  or  of  any  cargo  or 
lading  on  board  the  same ;  nor  shall  any  officer  of 
the  customs,  or  other  person  employed  m  the  col- 
lection of  the  duties  as  aforesaid,  import,  or  be 
concerned,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  importa- 
tion of  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  into  the 
United  States,  on  penalty  that  every  person  so 
offending,  and  bein^  thereof  convict^  shall  for- 
feit the  sum  .of  five  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so 
much  of  the  twelfth  section  of  an  act  entitled  '*  An 
act  making  alterations  in  the  Treasury  and  War 
Demirtments,"  as  restricted  all  officers  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  employed  in  the  collection  of  the  dnties 
imposed  by  law  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise 
imported  into  the  United  States,  and  on  the  ton- 
nage of  ships  or  vessels,  from  buying  or  disposing 
of  the  funds  or  debts  of  the  United  States,  or  m 
any  State,  or  of  any  public  property  of  either,  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed,  so  far  as  the 
same  prohibits  them  from  disposing  of  their  inte- 
rest in  the  funds  or  debts  of  the  United  States^  or 
of  any  of  the  said  States. 

Sec.  7.  Andbeit further  enacted,  That  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  may,  if  he  shall  judse 
it  conducive  to  the  public  interest,  increase  the 
complement  of  mariners  to  the  several  revenue- 
cutters,  so  that  the  number  do  not  exceed  seven 
mariners  to  each  euuer ;  and  that,  from  and  after 
the  first  day  of  April  next,  there  be  allowed,  in 
lieu  of  the  compensations  now  established,  to  the 
master  of  each  revenue-eutter,  forty  dollars  per 
month  and  the  subsistence  of  a  Captain  in  the 
Army  of  the  United  States ;  to  a  first  mate,  twentyr- 
«ix  dollars  per  month ;  to  a  second  mate,  twenty 
dollars  per  month ;  to  a  third  mate,  eighteen  dol- 
lars per  month ;  to  every  mate,  the  subsistence  c^ 
a  Lieutenant  of  the  said  Army ;  and  to  each  ma- 
riner, not  exceeding  ten  dollars  per  month,  to  be 
paid  by  the  collectors  of  the  revenue  who  shall  be 
designated  for  that  purpose.  And  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  autho- 
rized to  contract  for  the  supply  of  rations  for  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  said  cutters,  on  such  terms 
as  shall,  from  time  to  time,  appear  reasonable. 

Approved,  March  2, 1793. 

An  Act  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  first  instal- 
ment due  on  a  Loan  made  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  and 
empowered  to  apply  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars of  the  moneys  which  may  have  been  borrow- 
ed in  pursuance  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  act 
entitled  ^^  An  act  makin£^  provision  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  Public  Debt,"'  in  payment  of  the  first 
instalment  due  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
upon  a  loan  made  of  the  said  Bank,  in  pursuance 
of  the  eleventh  section  of  the. act  for  incorporating 
the  subscribers  to  the  said  Bank. 

Approved,  March  2, 1793. 
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An  Act  for  extending  the  time  for  Receiving  on  Loan 
that  part  of  the  Domestic  Debt  of  the  United  States, 
which  may  not  be  subscribed  prior  to  the  first  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
three. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  term  for  receiving 
on  Loan  that  part  of  the  Domestic  Debt  of  the 
United  States,  which  shall  not  have  been  sub- 
scribed in  pursuance  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act 
supplementary  to  the  act  making  provision  for  the 
Debt  of  the  United  States,"  be  extended,  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-three,  until  the  last  day  of 
June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-tour, 
inclusively,  on  the  same  terms  and  conditions  as 
are  contained  in  the  act,  entitled  ^  An  act  making 
provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States :"  Pro- 
rnded,  That  the  books  for  receiving  the  said  sub- 
scriptions shall  be  opened  only  at  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  ATid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  such  of 
the  creditors  of  the  United  States  as  have  not  sub- 
scribed, and  shall  not  subscribe  to  the  said  Loan, 
shall,  nevertheless,  receive,  during  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  a  rate  per 
centum  on  the  amount  of  such  of  their  demands  as 
shall  have  been  registered,  conformable  to  the  di- 
rections contained  in  the  said  act,  on  or  before  the 
last  day  of  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-four,  equal  to  the  interest  which  would  be 
payable  to  them  as  subscribing  creditors. 

Approved.  March  2,  1793. 

An  Act  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  establishment 
and  support  of  light^houses,  beacons,  bnoys,  and  pub- 
lic piers. 

Be  U  enacted,  ^c,  That  all  expenses  which  shall 
accrue,  from  the  first  day  of  July  next,  inclusively, 
for  the  necessary  support,  maintenance,  and  re- 
pairs of  all  light-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  the  stake- 
age  of  channels  on  the  sea-coast,  and  public  piers, 
shall  continue  to  be  defrayed  by  the  United  States, 
until  the  first  day  of  July,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  nmety-four,  notwithstand- 
ing such  light-houses,  beacons,  or  public  piers,  with 
the  lands  and  tenements  thereunto  belonging,  and 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  same,  shall  not,  in  the  mean 
time,  be  ceded  to  or  vested  in  the  United  States 
by  the  State  or  States,  respectively^  in  which  the 
same  may  be ;  and  that  the  said  time  be  further 
allowed  to  the  States  respectively  to  make  such 
cession. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  be  authorized  and  directed 
to  cause  a  floating  beacon  or  buoy  to  be  provided 
and  placed  on  Smith's  Point  shoal,  in  the  Chesa- 

g^ake  Bay,  and  a  beacon  or  floating  buoy  at  the 
outhwest  Straddle,  on  the  Royal  Shoal,  near  Ocra- 
coke  Inlet,  in  North  Carolina. 
Approved,  March  2,  1793. 


An  Act  providing  an  annual  allowance  for  the  education 

of  Hugh  Mercer. 

Be  it  enacted,  df>c.,  That  an  annual  allowance 
to  be  made  for  the  education  of  Hugh  Mercer,  son 


of  the  late  General  Mercer,  pursuant  to  the  reso- 
lution of  the  former  Congress  of  the  date  of  the 
eighth  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy^-seven,  shall  be  four  hundred  dollars  from 
the  time  for  which  he  has  been  last  paid  until  his 
education  shall  be  finished,  or  he  shall  arrive  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  And,  that  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  Treasury  be  authorized  to  revise 
and  settle  the  account  of  the  said  Hugh  Mercer, 
for  his  pension  to  the  present  time ;  tne  balance 
of  which,  as  also  the  annual  allowances  aforesaid, 
as  they  shall  become  due,  shall  be  paid  to  his 
guardian  at  the  Treasury. 
Approved,  March  2,  1793. 

An  Act  making  certain  Appropriations  therein  men- 
tioned. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  .there  be  appropriated 
to  the  purposes  hereinafter  mentioned,  to  be  paid 
out  of  any  moneys,  which  shall  come  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  to  the  end  of  the 
present  year,  (not  proceeding  from  the  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage)  and  not  heretofore  appro- 
priated, and  out  of  the  surplus  of  any  of  the  duties 
of  impost  and  tonnage,  which  may  accrue,  during 
the  present  year,  the  sum  of  fifty-nine  thousand 
one  hundrea  and  seven  dollars,  and  forty-one 
cents : 

For  purchfksing  two  lots  of  ground,  with  the 
buildings  thereon,  and  for  erecting  other  buildings, 
and  purchasing  sundry  materials  and  necessaries 
for  tnc  use  of  the  Mint,  twelve  thousand  and  seven- 
ty-nine dollars,  and  seventy-ei^ht  cents :  for  the 
salaries  of  the  officers  of  the  Mmt,  from  the  first 
day  of  July  to  the  thirty-first  day  of  December, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  two 
thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-four  aollars,  and 
eiffhty-eight  cents :  for  the  salary  of  the  following 
omcers  of  the  Mint,  for  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-three ;  Director,  two 
thousand  dollars )  the  Assayer.  fifteen  hundred  dol- 
lars ;  the  Chief  Coiner,  fifteen  nundred  dollars ;  the 
Engraver,  twelve  hundred  dollars ;  the  Treasurer 
twelve  hundred  dollars ;  three  clerks,  five  hundrea 
dollars  each,  fifteen  hundred  dollars:  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  workmen,  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  two  thousand  six  hundred  dollars:  for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  bringing  to  the  Seat  of 
Government,  the  votes  of  the  Electors  in  the  seve- 
ral States,  for  President  and  Vice  President,  a  sum 
not  exceeding  one  thousand  four  hundred  and 
ninety-nine  dollars :  for  discharging  the  claim  of 
Return  Jonathan  Meifs,  and  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Christopher  Greene,  the  sum  of  tour  hun- 
dred dollars :  for  the  pay,  subsistence,  and  forage, 
due  to  Winthrop  Sargent,  as  Adjutant  Greneral  to 
the  troops  late  under  the  command  of  General  St. 
Clair,  five  hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars  and  for- 
ty-five cents :  for  paying  Uunlap  and  Claypoole, 
for  printing  performed  under  the  direction  of  a 
committee  of  the  Convention  of  the  United  States," 
four  hundred  and  twenty  dollars :  for  defraying 
certain  extra  expenses  ot  the  Doorkeeper  or  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  for  clerk-hire,  and 
allowance  to  witnesses  attending  the  late  commit' 
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tee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  failure  of  the  ex- 
pedition under  General  St.  Clair,  four  hundred 
ooUars :  for  paying  the  principal  clerk  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Senate,  for  his  services,  from  the 
first  of  July  to  the  fourth  of  November,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two.  one  hun- 


a  light-house  on  Montaukpointa  sum  not  exceed- 
ing twenty  thousand  dollars:  tor  completing  the 
Ught-house  on  Baldhead,  at  the  mouth  of  Cape 
Fear  river,  two  thousand  ddlars :  for  the  salaries 
of  clerks,  not  exceeding  three,  to  be  employed  in 
•»>,«u,»»^  »^.w»  »,.^«..^^  »..»  »»>.«,  .„^^,  ^^^  »»»  I  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  at 
dred  and  twenty-seven  days,  at  three  aollars  per  |  the  rate  of  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  fifteen 
day^  three  hundred  and  eighty-one  dollars :  for ,  hundred  dollars :  for  defraying  the  expense  ofbooks 
paying  the  same  clerk  for  his  services,  for  six  j  and  printing,  incident  to  the  acts  for  recording  tlie 
montns,  over  and  above  his  former  allowance,  five ,  registering  of  ships  or  ve^^s,  and  enrolling  and 
hundred  and  forty-seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents:  licensing  vessels  employed  in  the  coasting  trade, 
for  six  months  additional  pay  to  the  engrossing  three  hundred  and  finy  dollars, 
elerk,  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars:  for  ex- '     Approved.  March  2, 1793. 

tra  services  of  the  Doorkeeper,  during  the  present !  

session,  ninety-one  dollars  and  fifty  cents :  for  de- '        .         ..        «jii^     .   .v  ^     ^ .-• 

ftaying  the  expense  attending  the  stating  and   An  Act  mskiBg  adi^oito^^com 
pfinting  the  public  accounts,  in  pursuance  of  the  rnnnc  umcera* 

order  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  Be  it  eruictedJf'C.,  That  there  be  allowed  to  Uie 
thirtieth  of  December,  one  thousand  seven  himdred  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
and  ninety-one,  a  sum  not  exceeding  eight  hundred  dollars  -,  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  the 
dollars :  for  paying  the  account  of  the  Trustees  of  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars ;  to  the  Comptroller  <^ 
Wilmington  Pnlmc  Grammar  School  and  Acade-  the  Treasury,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fif^ 
my,  two  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty-three  dol-  dollars^  and  to  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  the 
lars  and  sixty-four  cents:  to  make  good  so  much  defi-  sum  or  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,,  per  annon^ 
eient  in  the  appopriation  of  the  year  one  thousand  in  addition  to  the  compensation  already  allowed 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-one,  for  defnjinf  the  to  them  respectively,  to  commence  on  the  first  daf 
exposes  of  light-houFes,  beacons^  buoys,  andpub-  of  April  next,  {Myable  in  like  manner  as  the  pre- 
lic  piers,  a  sum  not  exceeding  nme  hundred  and  sent  compensations  are  {»yable. 
fiftj'-five  dollars  ac«j  sixty-six  cents:  for  building       Approved,  March  2, 1793. 
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Garanger,  Lewis,  committee  appointed  to  i^Kirt  a 
bill  to  authorize  a  settlement  of  the  ac- 
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of  Mr.  Wayne,  laid  on  the  taUa      -        -     176 
called  up  and  referrad  to  the  Coomiiltee  1^ 
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conaderation  of  the  amendments-  -  •  1^ 
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tion -..----  460 
Jackson,  Andrew,  petition  of,  praying  compensa- 
tion for  Ids  services  as  Attorney  for  the 
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thereto-        ------ 
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bill  passed         .----- 
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on  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the 
petition  of  John  Torrey  -        -        -        . 
on  Mr.  Giles*8  resolutions  .... 

Learning,  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  encouragement 
^presented-        .        -        -        .        . 
Le  Bran,  Monsieur,  letter  from  -        •        -        - 
Lee,  Mr.,  remarks  of^  on  Mr.  Giles's  resolutions 
Ltwis,  Mr.,  counsel  for  Mr.  Wayne,  on  the  trial 
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debate  on  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
election  of    -        -         -         -        -        -    305 

report  accepted  ------    307 
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report  of  the  committee      ....    600 

Northumberland,  (PennsyWania,)  petition  from 
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Official  conduct  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
debate  on  Mr.  Gileses  reeolutions  respect- 
ing the  ....  899,  907  to  968 

▼ote  on  the  question  of  agreeing  with  the  Com- 
mittee f»f  the  Whole  in  thai  disagreement 
to  certain  of  the  said  reeolutions  955,  956,  958, 

959,  960,  963 
Ohio  Company  of  Associates,  memorial  from  the 

Directors  of  the      -        -        •        -  433 

resolutiims  on  the  report  of  the  committee    -    486 


Ptge. 

Ohio  Company  of  Associates,  a  bill  authorizing  a 
grant  and  conveyance  of  certain  lands  to, 
presented  and  committed         ...    494 
bill  read  the  third  time  and  passed       -        -    540 
bill  amended  by  the  Senate         ...     558 

P. 

Page,  Mr.,  remarks  o(  on  the  ratio  of  Repre- 
sentation      .-..--     179 
on  the  motion  to  refer  the  petition  of  John 

Churchman  to  a  select  committee    -        -    312 
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Pinkney,  William,  (Maryland,)  resignation  of  -  167 
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and  Vice  Prafldent»  faiU  from  the  ScMle 
relative  to  the  Section  o^  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  AV  hole         -        -        -    S80 
debate  in  Committee  on  the  bill    -        -        •    878 
bill  reported  to  the  Howe  with  amendmentB  -    308 
bill  recommitted         .....    815 
proposed  amendments  to  the  bill  -        .        -    408 
bill,  and  die  amendments  thereto,  recommit- 
ted      -        .        .        .        -        -        -    408 

bUl  passed 406. 

Senate  AMgree  to  the  last  amendment,  and 

the  House  recedes  therelrom  ...  417 
Second  session.— Conmiittee  appmnted  to  ex- 

'  amine  the  votes  for         ....    861 
report  of  the  committee  ...    878 

a  list  of  the  votes  for 874 

committee  appointed  to  report  a  bill  for  allow- 
ing a  compensation  to    -        •        -        *    861 
proposed  amendmentto  the  bill   -  -    866 

bUlpasMd 867 

Presidenrs  Messagi^  oommnnicating  reporte  from 

Gen.  Scott  and  Lt  Col.  Wilkinson  -  146 
communicating  information  of  the  defeat  of 

General  St  Clair 848 

communicating  the  plan  of  a  ditj  for  the  Seat 

of  Government  .....  847 
returning  to  the  House  the  bBI  for  iq[>portion* 

ment  of  Representatives  ....    589 
communicating  certaoi  papers  relative  to  die 
Spanirfi  inleHbrence  in  the  execution  of  the 
treaty  of  179#,  vridi  the  Creek  Indians     -    678 
eommunicating  sundiy  papen  relative  to  the 
cflbrte  made  to  induce  tfie  Indians  North 
of  the  Ohio  to  enter  into  a  treaty  wiUi  the 
United  States        .....    788 
communicating  two  Letters  from  Hie  Governor 
of  the  Southwestern  Territory-        -        -    740 
Plresident's  Speech,  debate  on  the  resolution  to 

pvepare  an  address  in  reply  to  the  -  -  144 
comnittee  appointed  to  prraare  an  address  -  143 
address  repcnrted  and  agreed  to    *  -     145 

answer  of  the  President  to  the  address  •        -     147 
debate  on  die  mattere  reimred  to  in  the  -     150 

debate  in  Comndttee  of  the  Whole  on  the    -    703 
debate  on  the  resolutions  reported  by  the 

Committee 711 

Protection  to  Amecican  commerce,  remarks  of  Mr. 

Witfiamson  on      -        -        -        -        -    681 
Public  Creditors,  debate  on  die  question  of  refer- 
ring the  petition  of  a  committee  ol^  to  the 
Seoelaiy  of  die  Treasury        -        -        -    188 
pelStion  of;  laid  on  die  table        -        -        *    194 
petidoQ  of,  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  .-.---    479 

IHiblic  Debt,  d^Mte  on  die  biU  providing  for  die 

renewal  of  lost  ccfdficates  of   -        -     194,196 

biOrfjected 189 

debate  in  Committee  of  die  Whole  on  die  Re- 
port of  the  Steretaiy  of  die  Treasury  on 
die  subject  of         -        -       495,  499,  588,  538 
resolutions  reported  by  the  Committee  -        -    538 
Committee  instructed  to  bring  in  a  bill         -    535 
further  diecusson  on  the  bill       ...    594 
biU  reed  die  diird  dme       ....    597 
concurrence  of  the  Senate  ....    599 
debate  on  the  subject  of  a  reduodon  of  die    -    695 
plan  of  the  Secr^ary  of  the  Treasury  for  the 
redonption  of  the,  laid  before  the  House    -    733 
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Pubtic  Securities,  debate  on  tbs  biN  for  eataMiBlH 

ing  foes  for  the  transfer  of       ...    877 
biUlaidondiataUe  '        -  -        -    SM 

Publication  of  the  Debates,  Mr.  Oeny's  resohrtions 

respecting  the        .....    568 
resoluliaiis  cnmmiltei        ....     566 
Putnam,  General,  Treaty  of  Peace  widi  the  Wa- 
bash and  Illinois  IndianaoeneWed  by      .    674 
qieeches  made  by«  to  the  faidians  •    675 

Q. 
Quakers,  remonstrance  o(  against  die  bill  for  este- 

blishingaunifonnsystemofmilida-     805,806 
memoiial  and  address  from,  on  the  siAjeet  o# 

socoring  pease  widi  the  ladiaB  tribes       •    8V8 
memorial  from  smidiy  sutisties  of       -        -    691 
Quorum,  eommiMee  appomtad  to  infenn  the  Pre- 
sident of  die  piesetteeef  a       ...    669 

S. 

Rado  of  RepressBladoB,  debate  on  the,'  148^  154^  188^ 

177,  179 

yeas  and  nays  on  the  resolotMai  ifacfaig  die    -     191 

Receqpte  and  Expeaditoies,  debate  oaoDenung     -    880 

Receivers  of  Cd^inental  taxes,  committee  anpoini- 

ed  to  bring  in  a  btt  gfwlin«  addhiaaat 

esmpensitlon  to    .....    789 

biUrcjected 848 

RecruitiB|f  asrvioe,  oemmittee  appointed  to  in^prire 

into  die  state  of  the        ....    578 

report  ef  the  committee       ....    677 

Reimbursement  of  Loan,  dAiAe  on  the  bfiD  prsfid- 

ing  for  die  reimbunsineBft  of  the  Leaa 

andeo^dieBsnkeftheUwiedSlitai,  788,  786 

further  eounderatkm  of  die  bill    -        -        -    897 

biflpassed 898 

Registering  of  vessds,  debatein  Committee  of  the 

Whole  on  the  bill  oonoecning  ...    784 
bin  ordered  to  be  engrossed         ...    735 

bUI  passed 787 

Repreeentadve  from  Maryland,  debate  in  Commit- 
tee of  die  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  dectioQ  of         -        -        -    805 
report  of  die  committee  accepted  -     807,  809 

Representatives^  new  btU  for  apportionment  U, 

presented      .-...-    548 
bin  read  the  diird  time  and  psMsed        -        -    560 
names  o^  pwent  at  tlie  opening  of  the  ses- 
sion       141,  669 

Resolutions,  Mr.  Giles's,   respecting  the  oflkial 
conduct  of  the  Secretaiy  of  dicTreawry, 

debate  on 899,  967 

vote  on  the  question  of  agreeing  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  in  thor  dimgres* 
meat  to  certain  of  the  said  resolution^  956,  956, 

958,  959,  960,  963 
Rstmn,  Secretaiy  of  War  directed  to  lay  before 
the  House  a  return  of  the  officers,  dec,  of 
die  U.  S.  Military  EstabKrfiment  -  -  743 
Rhode  Island,  memorial  from  the  Legislature  of, 
complaining  of  the  injuries  resulting  from 
the  act  for  assumption  of  the  State  debto 
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ratolution  to  adopt  those  of  the  last  House, 
until  a  revision  ean  be  made    -        -        ^     143 

8. 

Seamen,  Ull  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  infiim,  pre- 
sented, read  twice,  and  committod    -        -    880 
Secretary  of  State,  called  upon  £>r  copies  of  the 
laws  passed  by  the  Governor  and  Judges  of 
the  Northwestern  Territory     ...    401 
call  complied  with    •        -        .        .        .    424 
Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury,  debate  on  Mr.  Gileses 
resolutions  respecting  the  official  conduct 

of  the 899,  907  to  968 
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Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  disagree- 
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958,  959,  960,  968 
Secretary  of  War,  letter  from  the,  in  relation  to  the 

defeat  of  Gen.  St.  Clair  -        -        -        -    685 

Sodgwick,  Mr.,  remarks  o^  on  the  ratio  of  Repre- 
sentation      -        -        .        .        .     149,  189 
on  tiie  Post  Office  bill        ....    239 
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on  the  resolution  calHng  upon  the  Secretary 
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on  the  pay  of  the  late  Army        ...    gis 
Seney,  Mr.,  remarks  of;  on  the  ratio  of  Represent- 
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letter  from,  stating  his  acceptance  of  an  q>- 
pointment  in  the  Judiciary  Department  of 
Maryland,  laid  on  the  table     ...    788 
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Sergeant-at-Arms,  appointment  of      -        -        -     143 
Ships  and  Vessel^  appointment  of  a  committee  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  registering,  and  for  the 
regulation  of  those  employ^  in  the  coast- 
ing trade       671 

bill  presented    ......    690 

bill  for  emrollingand  licensing  those  employed 

in  the  coasting  trade,  presented        -        -    738 
bill  laid  on  the  table  .....    733 

recommitted     ......    743 

bill  reported  with  amendments  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  .....    750 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed    ...    752 
Sims,   Messrs.  Joseph  and  Woodrop,  memorial 
from,  praying  to  be  relieved  from  the  pay- 
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report  of  the  committee      ....    739 

memorial  and  report  referred  to  a  Committee 

of  the  Whole  .  -  -  -  .  739 
resolution  reported  by  Committee  agreed  to  -  863 
bill  for  reminion  of  the  duties  paid  by,  pre- 

rented 867 

bill  rejected      .....         .    368 

Slare  trade,  petition  from  Warner  Mifflin,  in  rela- 
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petitioner      -.-.-.    731 
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Giles's  resolutions  ...     900,  910,  960 
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of  the  defeat  of 498 
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table 907 

Supreme  Court,  letter  from  the  Chief  Justice  and 

Associate  Judges  of  the,  in  relation  to  the 
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Symmee,  John  Cleves,  bill  for  ascertaining  the 
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passed 488 
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Tellers,  appointment  of^  on  the  part  of  the  House    878 
Territory  Northwest  of  the  Ohio,  bill  in  addition 
to  the  act  making  provision  for  the,  pre- 
sented   587 
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Torrey,  John,  motion  to  refer  thepetitM  and  the 
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big  alteiatiooB  in  the,  sent  to  the  Hoaae 

for  concnnrence ^® 
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sentation 186 
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on  protection  to  American  oommww-       -  -891 
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